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A. 

Aborij^Ines,  American,  remarks 
vipon  !85 — see  Indians,      , 

Adams,  prtsiclent — his  corres- 
pondence wish  Ml'.  Rodney, 
100;  !us  letter  on  allegiance, 
101,  W\s  huly  dies  175;  notice 
of  her  diaracter  200;  age  of 
Mr.  A.  266 

Adams,  J.  Q.  his  reply  to  the 
Spwriis'i  noic,  o68 

Admiralty  cases  on  lakeEr'u!  175 

Agricultural — Thomas'  wheat 
and  rye,  65,  91,  improved  ma- 
chines SO;  societies,  sever;il 
m.iccd  151;  gen.  Van  Rense- 
luer's  liberality  175;  proceed- 
ings of  Virginia  society,  col. 
'I'aylor's  paper,  &.c.  \77;  E<3- 
sex  society,  Mr.  Pickering's 
address  181;  JefTerson  county 
soc'y.  gov.  Clinton's  addrcjss, 
195;  Mr.  le  Ray's  address     353 

Aix  liiCbapelle,  31,  120,  228, 
256,  260,  293,  349,  424,  480 

Alabama — si'  -  .ess  in  reported 
9;  Mobile,  32,  43,  26«;  law 
about  usury  4.?;  sales  of  land 
in  64,  125  198;  rapid  popula- 
tion  of  125,  265;  Marathon 
198;  Blakeiy  198;  census  384; 
college  384 

Algiers— a  cruiser  oflP  Portugal 
89;  the  new  dey  123;  execu- 
tions, 166 

Allegiance — Mr.  Adams'  letter 
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Allied  sovereigns,   see  Aix  la 

(Jiiapelle. 
Alston,  Mr.  the  painter  199 

Arrierican  inhumanity!  27 

Ancestry,  the  pride  of  126 

Anderson,  John  176 

Antiquities,  modern  196 

Appte  tree,  a  remarkable  one  122 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambri;iter— see 
Florida;  memorial  of  Ambris- 
ter's  father  84;  British  re- 
marks on  their  execution  85, 
131;  letter  fromArbuthnot  85; 
the  trial  of  270;  report  in  con- 
gress respecting  394 
Army  of  the  United  States- 
general  orders  80,  91,  269; 
promotions,  Etc.  104,  recruits 
91;  manual  labor  of4he  sol- 
diers, 294;  to  be  clothed  in 
domestic  manufactures  294; 
extra  allowance  to  soldiers 
388;  see  congrcs!>. 
Artigas,  his  agreement  with  the 

British  90 

Asbury  college,  mentioned       478 
Ashmead,  captain,  his  epitaph, 

&c.  196 

,\Kpi«.'s  chronology  37 

Auburn,  N.  Y.  176 

Aury's  proclaniation,  at  Provi- 
dence 90;  see  Venezuela,  &c. 
K. 
Backwoodsn^an,  a  poem,  187 

P.igot,  »lr.  480 

n.is'on  Springs  9, 176 

HaHic  trade,  in  Ame.  vessels  427 


Baltimore — the  12ih  September 
observed  at6>;  'lections  11-2; 
inspections   128;  fire  in  139; 
society  for  promoting  natural 
science  150;   great  improve- 
ment of  16U;  bills  of  mortali- 
ty 388;  mayor  resigns  480 
Bunk  of  the  United  S'atrs— ge- 
neral remarks  4,  59,  60,  163; 
on  the  refusal  to  pay  the  notes 
of  its  offices,  &c.  25,  33,  34, 
59,  60,   61;  anecdotes  58;  Ja- 
cob Barker's  notice  34;  spe- 
culations 58;  debts  due  to   it 
282;  respec'ing  elections,  59; 
directors  59,  361,478;  office 
at  Cincinnati  59;  tariff  of  ex- 
change 60;  reports  about  417; 
"give  us  the  names!"  99;  un- 
certainty of  the  charter    ll4; 
col.    Sloan's   address    to  the 
electors  of  Ohio  about  it  130; 
predictions  149;  on   taxing  it 
163,  289,   367,    436;  see  also 
the  several  states;  remarks  on 
M"  Spencer's  resolution  241; 
proceedings  of  the  stockhold- 
ers at  Cliurlestcn  283;  price  of 
the  stock,  289,  361,  383,  401; 
apology  for  the  discounts  at 
Baltimore,  2o9;  statements  to 
the  senate  327;  public  depo- 
si's  327;    president's     letter 
to  the  secretary    of  tiie  trea- 
s\iry  and   remarks    345,  36i, 
363i  explanations  on  the  oppo- 
sing  s'a'emcnt  of  thcPhi'.ad'a 
banks  362;  state  of  Mnryland 
versus  J.W.  M'Culloh,  casii'r 
of  the    office    in    Daltimore, 
362;  brandies    in    Kentucky 
385;   Mr.  Jones  resigns  417, 
Mr.  Connelly,  417;    Mr.  Ser- 
geant's reported  mission  417; 
remarks  on  the  report  made 
to  congress  433^  454;  decisi- 
on in  Kentucky  respecting  the 
taxing  of   it    436;    on    what 
should  be  done  with  it  464; 
see  bai'Hiig-,  bunks  and  congress 
Banking — general  notices, anec- 
dotes and  remnrks,  1,  5^   65; 
81,  99,    113,   1:82,  284,  361, 
364,  385,  417,   478;  suspen- 
sion of  -pecie  payments  225, 
256,  2S4;  counterfeiters   58, 
201,    283,    361;    meeting    at 
Eikton    34;     letters    to    the 
editor   respecting,  5,  36,  81, 
129,  130,  245;  roiiberies,  59, 
113;  prescnteJi  59;  payments 
in  specie  284;  prosecutions, 
59;  swindling-,  113,  282;  ge- 
neral   essays   161,   217,   245, 
364,  385,  417— see  in/jH  and 
congress. 
Bank.s — of  several  states  126;  a 
list  of  those  in  sU  the  stales 
desired   190;    Mr.    Bledsoe's 
resoluticujs    'ibout    those    in 
Kentucky  417;  of  Muskingum 
417;    r.'»v;iges   of  b.iuks   418; 
Mr.   Rusnsey's  remarks  282; 
of  Vcnr.onl  2S3,  364;  Penn- 


sylvanii  283,  2S9,  350,  363,      ' 
385,418;  Baltimore  283;  Gr-or- 
gia  283;  Kentucky,  283,  29(5^ 
361,  4)7;  Cincinnati  233;  Ohio  - 
283,  361,  478;    Piiiladelphia 
283,  362;  Marybmd  290;  Bri- 
tish 28"';  anecdote  .'.bout  dis- 
counts 284;  Virgini-i  416;  mis- 
take of  a  travellei !  361;  chan- 
ges of  presidents  and  cashiers 
416;  of  Bedford  417;  on  com- 
pelling payments  by  386 — see 
blink  of  the  U.StiUe^,  bniking^ 
congress,  and  the  names  of  the 
several  states. 
Bankrupt  law,    recommended. 

Baptists  in  the  V.  States,  176; 
first  baptism  by  immersion,  at 
New  Orleans  G."^. 

Burbary  powers — Swedish  tri- 
bute to  60;  anti-pirale  insti- 
stution  123 

Birker,  Jacob  34 

Barney,  com.  dies  265;  tribute 
ofr^-spectto  416 

Birckbeck's  letters  noticed      102 

ni'dsa!',  m^ijor  199 

Bian.d,  judge,  see  Chili,  hr.  and 
175;  his  report  mentioned    239 

Blanding,  A.  his  address  on  in- 
ternal improvement  13.. 

Bor apart e,Xap(il eon — notices  of 
8,-  121,  154,  197;  hh  son  32, 
62,  77,  121;  a  note  written 
by  hi.T;  8;  guarded  vigilantly 
121;  money  bequeathed  to 
him  166;  alarms  about  hitn — 
Dr.  O'Meara,  kc.  260,  425;  of 
his  wife,  2cc.  349;  reports  a- 
b.-)i;t  his  esciipe,  plot.s,  &c.   425' 

Bonaparte,  Lucien — notices  of 
S;  his  entry  in'o  Rome  122 

Bonaparte,  Jerome  154 

B  nne,  col.  his  death  reported 
64;  denied  176;  his  present  si- 
tuation 32S 
Boston,  exchange  199;  bills  of 

mortality         ~  424 

Brackenridgs,    11.    M.  his   let- 
ter 188,  202 
Br:tz:l,  state  of,  156;  conscrip- 
tions in  261,  insult  to  the  A- 
mencan    Hag    in    261;    slave 
ships  captured  42S 
Brigi-s,  liaac                                475 
Biifiied's  book                            388 

British  affairs— generally. 
AntiqU'ties  153;  A.spin's  chronb- 

logy  35;  ar.ry  153,  349 

Bank  and  bark-;,  283,  349,  476; 
bankrupts  426;  Baker,  .\  St. 
John,  7;  buliiou  227,  349;  bu- 
rial compAn} !  107;  B:irdett, 
sir  Francis  39,  88,  426;  beg- 
gars  "^^^ 

Canning  7;  Crlt'^n  hotise  37; 
church  153;  Crbbett  7,  39; 
crimes  138.  153,  259,  476; 
coin  39,  197,  227.  C.cliranc, 
Id.  87.  120;  cotton  imported, 
&c.  107,  259;  co:.suls  in  the 
U.S.  175;  Cusvlereagh's  lady  -JSe 
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Debt,  61,  154;  debtors,  153; 
drawing  rooms  476 

Ellenboro'j^h,  lord  476;  elec- 
tions, noticed  7.  31.  39,  8S; 
Esquimaux  Indian  134;  exe- 
cutions 259,  476;  expendi- 
tures 293 

Francis,  sir  Philip  476;  fov^jeries 
133,  428,  478;  female  racer 
349;  fever  in  Ireland  476; 
fliur  and  fcrain,  prices  of, 
&n.  7.  31,  61.,  109,  138,  197, 
259;  foreign  minsters,  37 

Gas  tubes  138 

Hunt,  Ml.  39,  227;  Hobhouse, 
,  Mr.  426 

Imports  of  flour  7,  109;  imita- 
tive tea,  476;  iron  churches 
138;  iron  bridpjes  153;  iron 
vessel  259;  iron  king  proposed 
153;  Iiilians  in  E;iglaid,  39. 
134;  Iiicledon,  Mr.  153;  intol- 
lerance  153 

King-,  xhc  227,  349;  of  his  jewels 
4'26,  476;  Kent,  the  duke  of 
62;  his  wiff  349 

Las  Casas  107;  Liverpool  7-  39; 
I^eopold,  prinr.e,  258;  lo^ns 
29;-;'  Lo\ve,sirH.476;  loyally  127 

Sleetings  165;  Miinchesier  7,  31 
39,  61,  109, 153,  259;  mayor's 
feast  426;  .VIi-cGregor's  expe- 
dition 426;  AlelviUe,  lord      47? 

jSIavy  and  nuv^l  153 

Order  respecting-  Spain  and 
her  colonies  31;  O'.Mcjum, 
Dr.  259;  Osgood,  Mr.  227; 
Onions!  138 

Pregnant  princesses!  32,  88, 
349;  potatoes  199;  prince  re- 
gent is  nisulted  39;  his  pro- 
di.<rallt;,-  37,  87;  has  the  gout 
107;  porinl)ie  milt  61;  porter 
brewed  10'^';  pai-lia'):eni  l2l; 
polar  expedition  121,  261, 
292;  palace  yiird  raeeung  2^7; 
population  258;  naper  sys- 
tem 292,  476;  poor  349;  pip- 
pen  apples  :^549 

Queen,  oif  the  7,  61,  138,  4i6 

lleirenchment  87;  Romily,  sir 
S  tmuel  4i5;  red  i)0  )k  7,  37, 
S7;  riots  7,  39,  163;  royal  al- 
liance!  227;  revenue  153; 
Hush, Mr  A:i.ericantriir.isierl20 

Seamen  127;  snuff  boxes  7; 
Sussex,  duke  of  87;  S'.ocks 
31,  39.  120,  138,  227,  292, 
.349  428;  Stockport 39;  stamps 
153;  Scottish  peers  88;  spi- 
ces, remitted  to  India!  426 

Treaty  with  the  U  S  434;  tea 
manufactured  107,  476;  truth 

.  a  lible  87;  Tieniey,  Mr.  I2l; 
tob:icco  153;  imiuued  476 

Volunteers  for  South  America  349 

Wages  40,  153,163.  197,  2j9; 
Wiison,  sir  Robert  7;  Wooier 
Mr  7;  Wellington,  duke 4-26; 
Woolen  msjiiafactares  39; 
war  rumors  IQO,  l2l,  131; 
wheat  197;  v.-a I kiiig  exploit  258 

Yeo,  sir  .laiues  l.'io-  York,  the 
duke  of  V      i-XZ 


Brown,  gen. division  orders  158; 

at  Was'iington  city  480 

Bou:idary  lines  199 

Buenos  Ayres — see  JRio  <le  la 
Plata;  notices  of  the  state  of 
aff.iirs  at  63,  79,  124;  aff.iirs 
with  the  Portuguese  79;  na- 
vy, 109;  Wasiungton's  birai 
day  ob.se-!  ved  at  US 

Bug  dpstroyer!  HI 

Bull  Head,  Indian  chief,  dies  126 
Burbaiik  gen. of  Massachusetts  199 

C. 
Calhoun,  Mr.  his  report  about 

the  La;:k  4 

Cannda— *tr.    Gourlay    32,  62, 
193,  428;  c.aholic  bis'cp,  62, 
Mnitreal    92;    lord  Selkirk, 
134;  canal  projected  139;  gov. 
Maitlmiu's   speech  193;    im- 
ports of  St.    John^  158;  du- 
ties on  imports  428;  emigra- 
tion to    267;  newspaper   no- 
ticed 4S0 
C'-piiol,  at  Washington  9 
C-ir,-iccas,  see  Venezuela 
Cattle,  a  fine  drove  of              269 
C.ini'.is,  American                        112 
Cement,  Air.  lli.ridolph's               9 
Chain  cable                                 125 
Cliehaw  vilhi,;.Ce                   254,  266 
Cherokees,  migration  of           266 
Ciiickusaws,  tretity                     265 
Children,  three  at  a  birth           92 
Chili,  notices  of  the  stale  of  af- 
fairs 63,  79,  294;  capt.    Rid- 
dle aiV.-iinarriso  79.  124, 166; 
his  rorrespoiidenne  with   the 
secretary    of  state  167;    se.^- 
fight  79;  iiavai    prepar.uions, 
&c.    134,    167,  350;   co.nmo- 
dore  Howies  124;  Mr.  Bland 
in  156;  wheat                          200 
ChiUicolhe                                     27 
Chronology,  Aiinin's          ^          57 
Cincinnati  176;  hanks  225,  256, 290 
Circulating  nudium,    proposed 

220;  remark-3  281 

Ci:)y,  Mr.  at    Frankfort    9;    his 
speech  on  internal  improve- 
ment 140 
Clerical  licenses  135 
Cohbeit,   William           7,  39,  480 
Cochrane,   lord                           293 
Coffee,  ^cn.  a  msrdb  of  his  bri- 
gade 92 
Coin,  see  specie, 

Colden,  C.  D.  139 

Cjloni.il  system  290 

Columbia  river.its  near  approach 

to  the  wate-s  ofilieAtliuitic  125 
Columbia  district,  prnposed  re 

trocession  of  a  p.<;'i  of  294 

Commencements   in  the    N".  E 

colleges  127 

Commerce,  Amevican  112 

Couiinutavion,  military  176 

Conard,  John  4SU 

Congress. 
Amend-nents  to  the  constitu- 
tion 227,  247,  285,  393,  415, 
429;  Adams,  Mr.  h-.s  reply 
to  the  Sp.mish  n-.ite  363;  Ati- 
derson,  iob.w  351;  Arkansitw 


territory  479;   Armories  224, 

2.53;  i-.rroy  227,  247.  248,  235, 
291  327.  365,  366,  393,  394, 
400,  401,  416;  Alabama  231, 
326,393;  r-ppropria.i'.ns  253, 
237,327.  394,400,431 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  debate  70; 
Mr.  Sjjcncer's  resolutions, 
various  proceedings,  debates, 
and  rem-irks  thereon  225, 
241,  217/248,  249,  253;  other 
resolutions  olTcred  by  the 
s*me43>;  committee  of  in- 
ve-'-igatiim  257,  361,  402; 
public  deposits  328;  letter 
from  tlie  president  to  the  sec. 
of  the  ir-?HSU'-y  .345;  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's report  4ij2;  documenfs 
accors'.panying  the  same  4.36, 
465;-— (not  conchided  in  the 
vol-.inie);  Mr.  Trimble's  mo 
tion  414,  415;  .Vlr.  Jones' 
memnrial  462;  ddcumenls 
tliereto  474;  Boston  memo- 
rial presented  463;  Mr  Jolm- 
son's  resolution  463;  error 
corrected  479;  Mr.  Ciair- 
borne's  nropos'^d  ir:ntion,      415 

Banks  of  Columbia,  367,  40^,  401 

Ba!  ki-uptcy,  a  syste^i  of  226, 
431;  Haiti  -^ore  366;  B  -rtum^r- 
ch.-.is'  c»-^i-ri  248  252  253,  286; 
books  287;  '  ".i.nly  laftt!,-,  291, 
292;   buildings,  puclic,  225, 

226    227 

Chaplains  223;  CI -ly,  Mr.  463; 
C'iristm;>.s  recess  proposed 
326,  327;  committees,  of  the 
seiate  222;  of  the  house  223, 
224  225,  415;  cotton  327; 
Chocia->r  Indians  225,  252; 
c.usu'  327;  coiris,  lelu'.ing 
to  246,  247,  248.  402,  430; 
ch>sed  ."orrs  431;  Chehaw 
villag  366;  Cob!>,  .Mr.  351; 
Crt  k  1  ,di;ins,  225;  crimes, 
for  the  punishment  of  247, 
285;  cnk^niz-ition  society  429; 
C  -esupe:df e  aid  D  laware 
canal  351  394;  cultivation  of 
ihe  vi;ieand  dive  288 

Deirbo'ii's  memorial  479;  du- 
ties 365,    389;   Dufour  J.   J. 

Engin-^ers  401;  exportation  of 
coi  -  247;  exuorlsand  imports 
291,  365;  E!  wards,  .<unes   429 

Pis;>eries  366;  Florida  285,  286. 

291,  292,  329.  413,  430;  For- 
syth,  Mr.  226;  Fr-..-nch  emi- 
i^rants  2SS 

Haile,  J.ohn  287;  Hsyti  39 

l!li-  oi,,  224,  225.  226,  26,5,  235, 

292,  326;  invalids  22?-,  2i7i 
i-.ilernal  improvements,  Mr. 
Clay's  speech  140;  report  re- 
.sp^'Cting  394;  Indians  326; 
agents  ivmoiigst  ■aienni35J;  of 
s[>i"s  amongst  them  402; 
treaties  with  them  41i^ 

J.ickson,  gen   A.  225;   iudiciiiry 

246,365^367,  393,  "394 
Keliog,   Ciiarles  292;  Kalb,  the 
baron  de  4"  > 
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Lands,  piiblic  286  527,  393;  pa- 
tenis  for  222;  pftymenl-s  for 
253,  285,  39:.;  Limber:,  Mr. 
394;  L:urobe  Mr.  365;  Lan- 
caster, Josfpb  430;  library 
committee  222.  224;  liberty, 
civil  aii'l  religions  402;  loiigi- 
tude  of  tl'.e  Capitol  394;  Ly.^n, 
Mathevv  22J,  246;  his  neti- 
tion  262,  285 

Messages  of  the  presidopt — 
on  opening  the  session  213; 
(the  references  of  it  223);  re- 
snecting  an  ar'^icle  in  the 
Kriiish  treaty  253;  on  the  Se- 
minole war  285,  295;  about 
the  public  bu'iklini^s  286; 
M'ith  the  coiM-espondence 
between  gen.  Jackson  snd 
RW.  Rabun  291,  359,  365, 
366;  relations  with  Spain  367; 
abo;it  the  army  393 

]M.nuf:-rtures  247,  286,  293, 
4l6;  Mayhew,  Tliaddeas326; 
T»f;'.s!ia''bvisetts'  cliiims  326; 
M:;co!!,Mr.  26";  medical  stsft' 
348;  members  atten'ling  2l2; 
>richif;an  territory  224,  327; 
mint  of  the  U  S.  430;  Miss:s- 
sJppi  393;  mill!  la  227  402  429; 
retuns  of  389;  militry  aca- 
demies 224,  327;  Missouri 
i92,  325,  327,  47-S,  479;  Mor- 
111,  Mr.  464;  Muiutbrd,  Mr 
dies  352 

!Navv  rnd  naval — pensions  224, 
226,  40G;  increase,  &;r.  286, 
366;  appropriations  327;  ti:')- 
ber  for  35 i;  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  351;  register,  365; 
iiistiuc  ons  400 

'N'eg.ro  foit  in  Florida  430 

Ofhcers  cfthe  two  iionses       212 
Pas-i'^ne-er  ships   292;   pensions 
225,  288,  291, 292,  415;  Penn- 
sylvania    judicial      districts 
227,286;  persons  of  color  285: 
post    routes,  by    steam  boats 
35^;     Pollock,    Oliver     326; 
Preble  com.   E.  291;   priv.<ie 
claims,  a    remark  respecung 
479;    property  lost,  &,c.  224; 
printing    for   congress    285, 
287,  292,  326;  public  build- 
ings 386 
Renncr  and  Heath,  327;  Revt- 
>mp,    frauds  on  365;    road  — 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling  292; 
»oads,  394, 400,  401,  416,  428,^ 
463;  Roosa,  G^irnelius  431 
Reports — on  weights  and  mea- 
sures [1793]  255;   annual,  of 
the  treasury  dep<.rtment  257; 
of  the  department  of  state, 
respecting  seamen  287;  of  the 
military  committee  on  the  Se- 
niinole  w;ir  394;  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer on  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  402 
Sex.iiiole  war  285;  Mr.  Holmcis' 
resolution    287;    Mr.    Cobb's 
28«,  291,  400,  413;  documents 
27U,  295;  commiitce   in   the 
in  the  senate  326;  reports  of 
n. Hilary  coio.   394;  debates. 


remarks,   &c,    400,  413,  42?>, 
430  431;  decision  of  the  ques- 
tions 462;  remarks,  478 
Salarie.?,  227,  246,  253;  salt  226, 
253,  366;  seals  in  the  hall  414 
415;  sedition  law — see  Lyrni, 
jMuthew,  and  286;  ssamen,  fo- 
reign, 287;  senators,  classed, 
285;  Sergeant,  Mr.  402;  sla- 
very am'  sir  ves  226,  252.  291, 
326,  350,  366  401,  402.  413, 
415,  429 — important  decision 
478;    Spain,   relations    with, 
the  documents  329,  351,  367 
to   384;    Spenrer,    Mr.    402; 
Staik.gen.  227,  251,  291,  326; 
Slevens.E.L.  227,  351;  Son  h- 
America;!  governments  402  463 
Tallniadge,    judge,    429,    430; 
Tompkirs,  vice  president  428 
478;  Tonhon-doche,  a  Sene- 
ca Indian  327;  Treasury  re- 
repcrt  257;  Trimble,  Mr.  414; 
Turner,  Asa  326 
Universities,  land  for  286 
Van  Ne.3F,  j-.dge  429,  430,  Vir- 
ginia, judicial  districts  in    226 
Wardeparlinen',  226.  227,  24S, 
393;   Washington,  re.-.oec  ing 
a  monument  for  247  393,  415; 
Washington  city  401;  weights 
and  mpa>urfs,  366,  401;  West 
India  trade, (British  acts)  429; 
wines  287 
Yeas  and  Nays — on  the  admis- 
sion of  Illinois,  226;    on  Mr. 
Spencer's   motion   about   the 
U.  S.  bank  252;  about  the  se- 
dition law  286;  on  Beaumar- 
cha's' clurn  286; on  the  exten- 
sion   of  pensioi.s  to  widov.s, 
h\  292;  about  circuit  coiirts, 
365,  415:  respecting  a  monu- 
ment to  Washington  393;  on 
the   boundary  of   Mi.'ssissippi 
and  Ahibama  31.^3;  respecting 
a   const!' ulional   art.endnient 
394;  about  military  ro«c's  416; 
respecting   an    iiidenmisy    to 
o>*ners   of  slaves    impressed 
into  the  militavy  service  429; 
on  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
in  M  ssouri  478 

110 


Congreve,  sir  Wi'diam 

Conaecticu;,  proceedings  of  the 
convention  30,-  constitution 
63;  raliilcation  of  128,  164; 
elections  92,  112,  128,  160; 
governor's  speecii  114;  tiie 
old  royal  charter  fired  from  a 
cannon  140;  governor's  pro- 
chi,znation  16-^;  act  respecting 
mail  stages  175 

Consanguinity,  curious  case  of  198 

t^Iurn,  a  productive  stalk  140,328 

Coiton,  from  the'-E«s<ern  states! 

92;  great  prices  of  160;   East 

India  418;  see  J3ri:ish  aJJ'airs. 

Court  miirtial,  ;Vrbutiiiiot  and 
Aiabrister  270 

Creeks,  a  great  council  of,  state 
of  the  nation,  See.  266;  see 
Indians,  &c. 


Cuba,  see  JVc^i  Indies;  exports 

of  Havana  360;  revenues  of  47^ 
Cumberland  ro'id,  see  congress 

article  "roads"  and  465 

Currency,  of  paper,  proriosed  220 

D. 
Dan  forth,  gen.  A.  9C 

Declaration  of  the  allied  sove 

reigns  424 

Dpn;n«rk — a  queer  story  from  40; 
birth«  and  marriages  40 

Dis-^Kd  Swamp  canal  257 

Divine  right  of  kings  3G 

Domestic  and  foreijjn  goods  418 
Downie,  com.  his  monument  111 
Duel,  h.orrid  464 

Duties,  the    liability  for  a  law 
case  160;  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage '  389 
E. 
East  Indies,  of  the  wars  in  8,  41; 
Talnier,   41,  123;  the  Piesh- 
wah  41,  156;  s'nips    built    ia 
41;  commerce,  88,  39;  diseas- 
es 88,  156;  B.jee  Row  41;  cx- 
ports.,of  cotton  88;  great  plun- 
dering 89,  109;  rpbellioii!  123 
156;    Ceylon,    123,  139,  197, 
293;  great  gun  123;  Mumde- 
lah  156;  monopolies    of   tlie 
Dutch  156 
Economy,  recommended           243 
I  Editorial,  see  banks,   &c.    sep- 
tennial retrospect  1;    on    the 
ex-presidents  of  the  United 
State-,  113;  southern   repub- 
lics 129;    to   his    readers  on 
closing  the  vrl'irae                 477 
Eilucatior;,  remarks  upon         478 
Esrypt,  commerce  revived         41 
Elk'on  meeting  about  the  bank 
34;   remarks  of  the  Federal 
Gazette,  &c.  35 
Elliott,  col.  George  92 
Emigration         9,  o3,  63,  725,269 
Equirox,  remarks  respecting     92 
Erie  lake, its  connexion  with  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  64, 
432;  ail.niraUy  cases  on    175; 
shipwrecks    upon    352;     ebb 
of  Uie  lake  353;    commerce 
upon                                          352 
Esquimaux  Indian  in  England  134 
Essex  Register,  extract  from  217 
E'.iquetie,  noticed                     387 
Exportation  of  specie,  remarks 


243 
416 

245 


upon 
Exchange,  equalized! 
Extracts,  infamous  3, 

F. 
Federal  Gazette  ^^ 

Fifiy  years  ago  196 

Fire  in  the  mountains  199 

Fisheries,  British  endorsement 
42;  decree  at  Halifax  respect- 
ing 85 
Fishing,  successful  92 
F.agof  the  Unileid  States             92 
Flax,  a  machine  for  working  it  1 8<J 
Florida,   dreadful  battle  at  I'en- 
sacola!  32;    British    remarks, 
&.C.  concerning  41,   120,    121, 
131,  156,  165,  269;  Woodbine 
and  M'Cregor  42;  restoratio!? 


INDEX. 


of  Per.sacoU,  P^so.  G2,  79,  91, 
156,  197.  269,  432;  hostile 
Indians  62,91,127,158,  200, 
266;  Arbulhnot  62,  85;  see 
Arhuthnot  and  Ambh-ister; 
lleUisujo  85;  Forbes,  &  co. 
124;  gov.  Miisot261;  pirates  ] 
caught  261;  frost  at  Pensaco- 
la  265;the  prophet's  daughter 
266, 432;  speculations  in  pro- 
perty 432;  its  restoration  no- 
ticed in  a  Ginada  paper  480 
Forsyth,  Mr.  431,  480 

Fortificatinos  263 

i-Va;ice— Army  154,  259;  Chap- 
tel  7;   crops  121;    Cashmere 
shawls  154;  O'jnspiracies.  Stc. 
7;  conscription,  259;  Clarke, 
marshal  426;    Englishmen  in 
121;   evacuation  of  259,  424; 
foreign   troops  7,  154,    228 
259,  293;  'Act  for  withdrawing 
them    424;     Garnerin,    Ma- 
dam   49;    Gourgand's    work 
476;  heat  of  the  weather  62; 
Joan   of  Arc     154;   Kleber's 
remains     197;     Laacasteriin 
schools  476;  Monge,   M.  61; 
Moreau,   Mad.  259,  military 
laundress   197;    nobility    40; 
naval     matters    125;     Paris, 
births,  deaths  and  marri.iges 
in  426;  political  memory  4  6; 
playing  cards    12 1;    popula- 
tion 289,  349;  religious  pro- 
cession    138;     revenue     32; 
slave     trade      abolished     7; 
stocks,  the  fall  of  426;  vin- 
tage, th.e  259;  warrior's  alma- 
nac 426) 
Franklin's  letter  respecting  \- 
merican  privateers,  in  the  re- 
volutionary    war      106;     his 
speech  in  the  convention  res- 
pecting  public  prayers  108; 
fund,  at   r.oston  267;  do.  at 
Philadelphia  430 
Free   masi.n^,  Portuguese   de- 


6f|  on  manufactures,  b.c.  62, 
77;  public  estates  to  be  sold 
62;  decree  respecting  young 
Napoleon    121;    Beauharnois 
122;    Prussians   and    Saxons 
123,    155;    population     139; 
Maria    l^ouisa    139;    Goethe 
155;  British  half  pay   officers 
in  166;  small  pox  166;  mendi- 
city   checked    166;  Austrian 
frigates    197;     Bavaria     and 
Buden   prepa-ing  for    battle! 
293.  Fribourg  293;  vassalage 
abolished  in  certain  lordships     I 
427;  torture  proposed   to  be 
abolished  476;  population  of 
the  sEVPral  states  of  the  con- 
federation 476 
Gold  and  silver,  product  of    196 
i  Graham,  Mr.    his    report  on  S. 
!      American  offairs  237;appoint- 
j      ed  minister  to  Brazil  2,&7 
i  Grand  isle-,.in  the  Niagara  river  268 
I  Grape  vine,  !:iammolli!  128 
j  Greenland,  of  the  ice  adjacent 
I      t9                                         "41 
Grenada,  New — notices  of  78;  a 
1      deputy  in  Cngland  89 
i  Gudgeons,  winged,  a  law  case  359 
Gunnery,  Congreve's  impr'ls.  110 

H. 
Hamilton,  the  murderer  of  maj 

Birdsall  125j  139,  199 

1  Hare,  professor  139 

I  Harris^  doctor  82 

Hart,  capt.  respect  to  the   re- 
mains of  360 
Hastings,  Wsirren,  dies  123 
Ilayti,  olHcial  letter  respecting 
the  emiiifration   ofpeople    of 
color  117;  reported    war   in 
124, 166;  prince  Noel  166 
Heath,  capt.  his  dispute   with 

capt.  Perry  140,  152 

Hemp  and    flax,   machine    for 

vvc-irking  them 
Humboldt,  baron 
Huntingdon,  jren. 


Index,  the  general  .32 

Indiana — the  harmony  society 
in  43;  prices  current  in  111; 
elections  125,  367;  vineyards 
127;  newspapers  294' 

Indians,  Sic — capiive  released 
64;  the  Pamutikeys  64;  the 
Stockbridges  64;  cessions  of 
land  1 10;  the  Oneidas  HI; 
Bull  Head  126;  the  Senecas, 
8io.  157;  treaties.various  159, 
164;  editorial  remarks  on  the 
general  st.t.fe  of,  Uc.  185; 
Delav.'ares  199;  A/knnsaws 
199; '!.eShaw;iese268;  or>  the  . 
anselioration  of  the  condition 
of  420;  emissaries  airrvngst 
them  432;  speech,  delivered 
at  fort  Hawkins  435 

Internal      cotrimunication — see 
the  several  states,  &.C.  and    16! 

Ionian  islands  428 

Iron   wanted  for  the  navy  106; 
-  works  112 

Itiily — Maria    Louisa  8;  artists 
at  New  York  91 

J. 

Jackson,  gen.  British  notices  of 
him  38;  his  correspondence 
with  gov.  Rabun  254;  a  com- 
pliment to  him  at  Huntsville 
266;  his  dispute  with  gen. 
Adair  367;  arrives  at  Wash- 
ington 431;  at  Baltimore,  and 
at   Philadelphia  479;  noticed 


J. 


cree  respectmg 
French,  consuls 


426  Hyde,  J.  R. 


183 
427 
126 
157 


Friends,  or  (iuakers,  their  re 
presentation  of  the  state  of 
certain  I  idians,  &c.  420 

Frost  in  S.  Carolina  140;  in  Flo 
rida  265 

Fur,  importance  of  the  trade  to 
the  United  States,  &c.  182; 
sales  of  266 

Q- 

Gaines,  gen.  127, 267 

Gallatia's  report  on  roads  and 
ca  lals  10,  45/  his  return  ex- 
pected 352 

Garlic,  a  machine  to  separate 
it  from  wheat  5 

Garnerin,  Mad.  40 

Georgia— Savannah  exports  175, 
360;  governor's  message  357; 
elections,  175,  255;  respect- 
ing certain  slaves  introduc- 
ed 359;  rum  432 

Germany,  generally — Wurtem- 
Ijerg  40;  tke  duke  of  Kent  in 


198  Hydrophobia  among  the  foxes  176 


I. 

Illinois — convention  meets  42; 
constitution  93;  Birckbeck's 
letters  from  102;  elections 
175;  governor's  speech  192; 
proceedings  respecting  the 
Oiiio  saline  193;  the  state 
toasted  432 

!  Imports  of  the  United  States — 
remarks  oji  201,  216;  official 
aggregates  of  206,  207,  208, 
209;  estimate  of  their  value 
and  of  the  balance  of  trade, 
210,  211;  duties  upon  239; 
frauds  in  418 

Incorporations,  remarks  upon 
4,  162,  282,  283;  see  banks 
and  banking. 

Indecency  punished  175 

Independence  of  the  press  149; 
a  biograpliy  proposed  of 
those  svho  signed  the  declara- 
tion 291 


in  a  Canada  paper  480 

Jeffersoni  president  266,431 

Johnson,  col.  R.  M.  125,  432 

K. 
Kentucky — elections     9,     352; 
university  132;    proceedings 
respecting  the  U.  S.  bank  385; 
the  same  respecting  certain 
lands    ceded  by  the  Indians 
416;    Mr.    Bledsoe's   resolu- 
tions about  banks  417 
Kidnapping  267,  268;  summary 
justice  in  a  case  of  384 
L. 
Labour,  calculations  about  the 

products  of  216,  413 

Lallemand's  colony,  &.c.  80,176, 

200,  265 
Lancaster,  Joseph  263 

Lands  ceded  by  the  Indians 
110;  public,  remarks  upon 
116;  sales  at  Milledgeville 
199;  aggregate  sales  352;  in- 
teresting details  of  423 
Las  Casas  107 
La»v'  cases — promise  of  marri- 
age 80,  265;  truth  a  lible  87; 
com.  Taylor,  at  New  York 
89,  105;  reported  at  length 
167;  his  trial  at  Baltimore 
290;  seduction  1J9;  cruelty 
to  a  young  woman  126;  com- 
mercial 160;  jurisdiction  of 
the  U.  S.  courts  194;  marine 
court  at  New  York  269;  cf<se 
of  ttie  Providentia  269;  wing- 
ed   gudgeors  359;  -\dair   vs. 


%'l 


JfiVBEX. 


WilklnsW  416;    decision    in 
Kentucky  about  the  bank  of 
the  U.  S.  436;  entering  a  de- 
serter 480 
I^ee,  capt.  of  the  cutter  Eagle  91 
Leeds    Mercury,  of  1769,    ex- 
tracts from  196 
Letters  to  the  editor — on  bank- 
ing 5,  201;    frf)m  a  foreig-iier 
387;fronn  gpn.  RipVy  tojudge 
Toulmin    182;   to  tho  serre- 
tary  of  \v?rfrorvi  .]   McNe;i    158 
Library,  profess  ir  Ebling's      266 
Longevity,  cases  .  f  64 
Louisiana — proposed     bounda- 
ries of  6;  seulenents  on  Hie 
Red  Bivf  r  126,  198:  N^w  Or- 
leans, — papulation     175;    f^.. 
ports  199,  360;   a  bell  cast  «t 
Paris,    named    "victory"  for 
Ivew  Oricivi  .-  431;  8  h  of  Janu- 
ary honored                             48q 
Luxury,  progress  and  cost  of  242 

M. 
Macomb,  ^en.  at  Washing-fon  4^6 
]SI.^r  Ir.tosb,  £^en.  176,  480 

Mar  Nf  11,  John  1.58 

Madder,  export  cf  175 

Mail  ro'  b'.rs  executed 63,  otlier 
robbers  433;  caught  464,  4S0; 
the  mail  to  be  carri<d  in 
steam  boats  480 

Mammoth  products,  ridiculed  255 
Manufactures,     dimestir — see 
imp'irts,   and  387— causes    of 
the  depression  of  41S 

Marriage,  a  breach  of  a  pro- 
mise of  80,  265 
M-  rylai-.d~treatment  of  slaves 
5;  medical  collep-e  27;  elec- 
tions  112, 128,294~proposed 
amendme'ts  to  tbe  con^ititu- 
tior.  294  432;  representation! 
287,  "Jew  bill"  388 
Mason,  sren.  A.  T.              464:  480 

M-iSarhusetts; thanksgiving; 

160;      court      T-^  T-f,yi  ^   [99. 

claims, noticed  244;  elections 
352;  militia  432 

MayheWjDr.  notice  of  asermnn 

by  him  149 

Medical  college  of  Maryland,    27 
Melon,  a  large  one  140 

Methodists  in  the  U  S.  176 

Mexico,  Robertson's  mnp  of  6; 
letters  from,  shewing  the 
state  of  198;  represented 
tranquil  261 

^lichigan— fort  of  Detroit  161; 
wreck  on  the  lake  265;  Mi- 
chilimackinac  co.  416;  union 
ofthe  lake  with  the  Missis- 
sippi 295 
Military  roads — see  congress;  a 

notice  of  them  416 

Military    roads,   from     Platls- 

burg  •  267 

MiHti.; — returns  of  389 

]Minera!ogy,    M.    Urongniart's 

work  196 

Mint  ofthe  TJ.  S.  140;  see  cojiffn-ss. 

Miseries  of  editors  417 

^^iississlppi — scheme  99;  steam 

boats,  rates  of  the  fare^  t^c.  384 


Missouri — expedition  iip  the  ri- 
ver 111,  117,  160;  St.  Louis 
111;  sjIcs  of  lands  125;  the 
territory  proposed  to  be 
made  a  state  265;  steam  boats 
268;  Yellow  Stone  268,  295; 
a  >portionment  in  the  legisla- 
ture 294;  emigritioiis  to  352; 
price  of  produce  in  352;  see 
congvesi 

Money,  the  scarcity  of  in  Eu- 
rope, &c.  361;  money,  paper 
and  stocks  417 

Monongahela,  a  bridge  over 
the  328 

Moreau,  gen.  British  remarks 
about  lum  38 

Mountains  in  the  U.  S.  heights 
of  184,  fire  in  the  199 

N 

Xiival — depot  in  theChes.ipeake 
43;  court.  Doctors  Hairis  and 
Burton,  82;  northern  depot 
111;  court,  lieut.  Cooper,       159 

Navigation  on  -.he  lakes  161 

Navigation  laws  of  the  United 
States  80,  156 

Nnvyof  the  United  Sta'os — no- 
tices of  the  squndrcn  in  the 
Medilei-ranean  9,  125,  160, 
267;  British  reniurks  upon, 
36,  37,  480;  the  Macedonian 
92, 124  160,  199;  iron  vvav,ted 
for  106;  new  rules  and  reg'ih-- 
tions  f.)r  115;  the  Guerriere 
120,  175,  268;  the  Hornet, 
124,  265;  the  Ontario,  see 
Chili;  the  Congress  139;  new 
secretary  160,198;  midshij)- 
men  160;  yard  at  Norfolk 
199;  clothing  for  382;  sler.m 
bat' cries  384;  the  Consti- 
tution 416;  c'lmplete  list  of 
424;  the  Peacock,  431;  the 
John  Adams  431;  the  ship 
building  »t  Washington         480 

Negro  stealing  110 

Netherlands — printer  prosecu- 
ted 40;  of  the  debt  due  by 
Spain  78;  plots  spoken  of  476; 
singular  apple  tree  122;  mam- 
moih  girl  427;  finances  42"; 
American  iiag  427;  economy 

476 

New  Hampshire — state  house 
110;  state  prison  HO;  gov. 
Flumer's  retirement  4S0 

New  Holland — a  river  di-;cover- 
ed  in  41;  state  ofthe  colony  89 

New  Jersey — elections  140,lc0, 
175,lavv  respecting  Slaves  194; 
governor's  salary  raised        267 

Newspapers — regulations  ofthe 
gen.  post  office  respecting    20l 

New  slates  195 

New  year,  remarks  upon  ^^47 

New  York — govClintnn  6i-,  105; 
university  81;  governor's  pro- 
clamation 92;  resources  105; 
the  canals  liO,  135.  l39,  iol; 
line  of  packets  to  Liverpool 

•  125;  animals  consumed  in  tlie 
city  126;  Seneca  marble  140; 
Indiiins  157;  trade  rcvivul.  oi' 


19C;  transportation  of  goods 
267;  Grand  isle  268;  drove  of 
cattle  passing  thro'  269;  Isaac 
Briggs' letter  respecting  the 
canals  475;  claims  aif.iinst  the 
U.  S.  480;  militia  480*  choice 
of  speaker  432 

Niagara  falls  43,  125 

North  Carolina;  various  im- 
provements noticed  in  9^ 
Haywood  64;  Blikely  91; 
elections 267;  legislative  pro- 
ceedings U.  S.bank  taxed  357 
O. 
O'Brian,  Jeremiah  127 

Ohio — a  society    at   Cincinnati 
139;  oil  springs  135;  the  river 
175,  266;  elections  175,  352; 
steam   boats  267;   a  conven- 
tion to  be  called  416 
Oil  of  vitriol,  its  dangerous  qua- 
lities, &c.  175 
P. 
Paintings,  a  notice  of  several  384 
Partridge,   capt.     A's   calcula- 
tions ofthe  heights  of  moun- 
tains 184 
Passive  obedience  and  non-re- 
sistance                                 149 
Paulding,  J.  K.  esq.                   Ib7 
Peansylvariii — Washington  col- 
lege 108;  dwy  of  tlianksgiving 
140;  elections  160, 198;  inter- 
gcl    improvements      noticed 
267;  resolutions  about  banks 
3.50;  of  tiie  taxes    upon  385; 
Gobbets   memorial  480 — law 
respecting  female  debtors    430. 
Pensions,  military,  a  notice  re- 
specting, 63,  175,  268;  revo- 
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capt.  Heath  140,  152 

Persia,  Russian  encroachments 
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79;  fight  with  Algeriiics  89; 
coii'.s  293;  decree  respecting 
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cuments and  papers  289;  Ar- 
tigas  294;  Spanish  deserters 

350 
Illpiey,  gen.  to  judge  Toulmin 

182 
Road,  the  U.  S.  from  Cumber 

land,  &c.  416 

■Roanoke  navigation  267 

Robber's  letter  4t) 

Robertsons  map  of  Mexico  and 

Louisiana  6 

Robinson,  W.  D.  80 
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disturbances  260;  debts,  set- 
tlement 78;  distresses  78, 197, 
260;  exiles  40;  expeditions! 
62;  260;  finances,  8,  78,  197, 
260,  261349;  foreigners  426, 
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mighty!  62,  78,  154,  426;  pa- 
triot prisoners  40,  88,  156; 
patriot  privateers  62;  Pori.w- 
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Thomas'  wheat  and  rye       65,  91 
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[i:j=Desirous  of  bringing  into  liie  "Rfgister," 
every  thing  calculated  to  subserve  the  pijiposes  of 
the  statesman,  and  encourage  the  growth  of  poli- 
tical plutosophy,  and  also  to  redeem  an  old  pledge 
given,  we  have  commenced  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Gallatin's  famous  report  on  roads  and  canals,  for 
which  we  think  that  every  enlightened  man  will 
thank  us:  Copiesof  the  work  have  become  exceed- 
ingly rare,  and  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  libraries 
of  a'few.  We  shall,  by  breaking  oft"  at  the  end  of 
one  number  and  recommencing  with  the  beginning 
of  another,  as  much  avoid  interruptions  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  volume,  when  bound,  as  the  nature  of 
things  will  admit. 

CC/'We  intend,  very  soon,  to  make  a  few  special  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  and  manauvrcs  of  some  banks 
and  bank  making  men  in  mahtland.  A  vile  pro- 
ject is  a-head;  and  legislative  Itonesty  will  be  need- 
ful to  stop  it.  Some  will  perhaps,  be  offended — 
let  it  be  so;  we  have  no  community  with  gangs  of 
individuals  combined  to  avoid  payment  of  their  just 
debts.  We  owe  them  nothing,  of  justice  or  fear, 
nor  even  in  mercy — without  an  abandonment  of 
their  sinister  intentions. 


(J^We  have  a  very  nice  set  of  nipteorological  ta- 
6lea  for  a  whole  year,  kept  at  C/iiilicothe — which 
shall  be  preserved  for  reference,  so  arranged  and 
printed  as  to  occupy  no  very  great  space. 

O:j*0ur  lists  of  chartered  banks  established  in 
the  United  States,  and  newspapers  published,  is 
extensive  and  interesting — but  we  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived returns  from  all  the  states.  As  soon  howe- 
ver, as  Mr.Gallatin's  report  is  finished  we  shall  pro- 
ceed to  publish  what  we  have. 


bulk  and  vsilue;  an<i  the  time  is  not^  probably,  f^^ 
distant  when  the  editor  may  say,  he  has  none  to 
sell.  But  they  are  a  heavy  stock,  and  a  part  of  the 
pioduct  that  they  i^ill  bring,  would  be  very  conve- 
nient tl6-li\ 

New  subscribers  are  respectfully  solicited.  Such 
as  design  at  any  time  hereafter  to  secure  an  entire 
copy  of  the  work,  are  recommended  to  commence 
witii  the  13th  volume,  (Sept.  1818),  or  first  of  th« 
new  series.  But  any  gentleman  may  commence  at. 
such  time  as  he  pleases — provided  he  pays  one 
year  in  advance.  Every  one  should,  however,  be-* 
gin  with  a  volume,  .and  the  present  time  is  a  very 
good  opportunity  for  it. 

0;;j'Tlie  accounts  to  the  agents  to  whom  payment 
was  made  last  year,  will  be  forwarded  during  the 
next  week.  Gentlemen  who  did  not  pay  to  art 
.igent  Inst  year,  will  please  to  communicate  imme- 
diately with  the  editor,  at  his  cost  and  risk,  hf  mail> 
this  rule  is  adopted,  not  because  t!ie  editor  thinks 
lie  ought  to  pay  the  postage  (often  equiJ  to  10  per 
cent,  on  the  puper  money  received,  ai*d  thai  per-» 
haps,  subject  to  discount)  hut  that  he  may  gel  his 
accounts  closed,  and,  released  from  the  perple.^ity 
of  pecuniary  maUers,  devote  his  time  to  the  morel 
pleasing  duties  that  specially  belong  to  his  estab" 
iishment. 


The  terms  of  the  Weekli  R^»ISTER  are  five  dol- 
lars a  year — payable  in  advance  by  every  subscriber. 
Files  may  be  had,  from  the  beginning,  on  the 
terms  stated  below — they  will  be  sent  at  the  cosi 
of  the  editor,  to  any  convenient  sea-port  of  the  U. 
States,  and  may  be  forwarded,  if  ordered  in  sheets, 
into  the  interior,  rt  the  rate  of  1^  cents  per  sheet, 
for  any  distance.  The  purchaser  must  pay  the 
postage;  but  the  safety  of  the  mail  is  guaranteed 
by  tlie  editor,  who  will  supply  missing  volumes, 
or  numbers,  lost  in  it,  free  of  charge  for  tjiem. 
The  cash  is  always  expected  with  orders  for  files  of 
the  work,  unless  assured  that  it  will  be  paid  on 
demand. 

Por  7  years,  or  14  vols.  Weekly  Register,  §35 
the  extra  supplements  to  vols.  5,  7,  8, 

and  9, 
the  General  Index  to  the  first  twelve 
volumes,  or  first  series, 


4 


Cost  of  the  file  in  sheets, 
^^fld — if  ae sired  bound, 
For  binding  15  vols,  (including  general  in- 
dex) at  87^  cents,  per  vol. 
Jidd — if-,vished  continued — 
]?or  one  year  in  advance,  to  Sept.  1819, 
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13  12J 


ban 


The  complete  sets  are  more  rapidly  passing  ofj 


could  have  been  expected,  considering  th'^ir 
Vol,  XV, 1.        ■ 


Brief  Septennial  Retrospect. 

"a  thing   Oa SdREDS   AND  PATCHES.," 

[The  editor  would  advise  the  reader,  that  although 
a  large  part  of  the  following  article  is  widely  dif- 
ferent from  the  path  that  he  meant  to  pursue 
when  he  took  up  bis  pen  to  write  it— it  is  not,  on 
that  account,  perhaps,  less  worthy  of  his  peru- 
sal: and  some  of  the  arguments  used  are  believed 
highly  to  merit  the  reflection  of  many  enlight- 
ened minds. 

The  last  seven  years  were  marked  with  unconia 
mon  events.  Their  history  will  fill  many  ponde- 
rous volumes  to  astonish  and  instruct  posterity. 

The  firm  march  ofthegrear  republic  of  ./Vor//j  Jime" 
rica  to  a  first  rank  among  nations,  has  excited  the 
admiration  and  rec<;ived  the  applause  of  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  world.  During  the  period  just 
above  stated,  its  population  has  increased  a  third* 
and  its  general  wealth  and  resources  been  doubled. 
Immense  tracts  of  rich  lands  have  been  wrested 
from  the  wilderness;  and  so  rapidly,  that  the  plough- 
share may  be  s.aid  to  have  effaced  Uie  traces  of  the 
foot-steps  of  the  deer;  and  the  busy  village,  the 
seat  of  thrifty  commerce,  enlivens  tue  spot  where 
but  as  yesterday  the  sullen  beur  uozed  aWay  half 
his  existence.  Three  new  suirs  have  been  added 
to  the  constellation,  enlarging  the  drc/e  emblematic 
of  duration,  and  oiher  distriuis  of  country  are  st^rt-^ 
ing  into  sovereignties,  teeming  wuh  freemen.  Bouii- 
tiful  nature  upens  her  lap  to  honest  industry — rug- 
ged Independence  cheei's  the  hjnd  of  labor — com- 
petency is  the  general  lor  of  the  prudent  and  per-, 
severing,  and  a  heavenly  gviet  blesses  Uie  land. 
Art  is  summoned  to  the  aid  of  nature,  and  improve- 
ment is  every  where  extending — canals,  roads, 
bridges,  and  the  beds  of  streai/is,  occupy  a  Urge 
si^re  of  ihe  public  attention.  "Uncontjuered 
steam"  has  stretched  forth  ifs  mighty  arm,  anti 
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nhitosi  joined  Pitisburg  to  Ne\y  Orleans,  seemingly,  nity,  and  resting   place  of  the  laborinp-   poor — we 


lh;;'Ktening  also  to  c  Try   the  great  city  of  New 
Y'irk  into  regions  of  .he  west  yet  untrodden  by  ci- 
vilized man.     Theiuippy  infl:'eHCe-  of  u  free  govern- 
tnent  '-egins  to  he  fill  and  duly  appreciated — it  is 
liallowpd    bv  the  blood  of  patriotism,  and  no  one 
profariely  touches  its  ark!     It  acquires //ower  every 
day  by  the  force  of  its  benefits;  and  r-ewss?*  yields 
that  obedience  to   the  law,  which  in  mont  other 
cnti'.iries,  isoi.ly  paid  to  the  sivm'd     The  sublime 
rroblem,  so  long  held  doubtful  by  political  casusts, 
is  completely    solved — man  is  best  able  to  govern 
liimself,  and  that  of  a  free  rppublic  is  t!ie  strongest 
system  vet  devised  for  a  social    compact  amongst 
men.     How  glorious  it  Ij,  that  a  people  should  be 
governed  by  their  ovvn  understandings  of  what  is 
right,  ratlser    than  by  the  fear   of  punishment  for 
off"nces  cnmmit^ed!  This  is  tlie  grand  pri.-.ciple  of 
0>TNTPOTEivcE — He    governs   in    iove,  and  has  His 
sprtt  in  the  heart; — the  eood  yic-1,1  obedience  as  a 
pleasing  duty,  instead  of  because  He  has  the  power 
to  punish.  Herein  is  tlie  great  distiuctiin  between 
i\  republican  and  monarchial  administration:  under 
the  fi 'St,  every  reflecting  citizen  supports  the  law, 
as  his  own  concern.;  in  the  other,  being  in  a  state  of 
via'ural  war  with  the  goveiTting  power,  it  is  his  \n- 
tereat  to  evade  the  law,  in  many  cases,  so  far  forth 
ss  he  can  in  safety  to  his  person  and  property,  and 
he  yields  re^pe^t  to  it  only  of  necessity.     It  is  im- 
possible that  there  can  be  a  community  of  interests 
v.itliout   reciprocity — and  reciprocity  cannot  exist 
between  parties   if  either   is  irresponsible  to  the 
other. 

Tliis  happy  estate  is  ably  sustained  by  a  grow- 
jngNATro.vAL  cHARACTr.n,  which,  supported  by  the 
nn/ioiia/  strenQ-fh,  indicates  the  high  destinies  of  the 
l-fpublic.  1  he  late  war  with  Great  Britain  most 
eminently  contributed  to  this;  and  it  would  now 
seem  as  if  we  were  prepared  to  act  up  to  the  old 
Scotcli  motto — nemo  vie  lacessit  impune;  yet  willing 
to  make  a  "child's  bargain''  with  every  one — ^Uet 
vtc  alone,  and  I'll  let  yon  almie^'  Tliis  is  as  it  should 
be — and  we  hope  that  the  principle  of  it  will  be 
forever  adhered  to.  Tlie  resistance  of  wrong,  in 
the  ])resent  state  of  the  world  groaning  under 
kings  and  state  priests,  is  the  preventive  of  wrong: 
the  n^-e  of  impressment  luas  ended  at  the  cannon's 
ir,outh,atidit  is  the  resolve  of  the  republic  that  that 
Jisgracrful  and  inhuman  age  shall  not  return.'  An 
opposi  ioo  to  it  is  tVe  fire-side  idea  of  every  Ame- 
rican— it  has  become  engrat'ed  with   those  crinci- 


are  not  without  alloys  to  our    happiness,  and  have 
cause  to  regret  the  want  of  an  enlig'ttened  pnlicy 
to  secure  all  the  good  which  ought  to  resub  from 
our  national  and  political    advaniages;.     The  most 
of  such  deficiencies    grow    out  of  ihe   negligence 
of  the  people  in  selecting  their  representatives,  or 
in  their  being  g'lided  by  local  and  partial  views — 
too  much  bounding  their  patriotism   by  the  ideal 
lines  of  some   little  town,  village,  or  district   that 
they  happen  to    inhabit.     And  hence  it  is,  that  in- 
stead  of  having  sound  practical  men  to  manage  our 
affairs,  we  are  sooften  disgusted  with  popin-jay  ora- 
tors and  creatures  of  party,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  ignorance  and  stupidity.     We    would    respect- 
fully invite  the    people    to  a  consideration  of  this 
subject,  and    exiiort   them  to  make  selections  for 
each  office  in  their  gift,  more  with  a  view   to  the 
general  welfare  than  to   subserve  a  petty  interest: 
to  elect    statesmen    instead  of  politicians,  for  their 
governors,  representatives.    Sic.     It  is  the  natural 
operation  of  things,  if  a  person  is  selected  to  carry 
some  favorite   measure — such  as  to   make  a  road, 
clear  a  water  course — or  some  other  atom  in  the 
general  good,  that  he  trades  and  barters,  nay,  may  ' 
be  saii  to  sell  his  vote  on    questions  of  greater  mo» 
ment,  to  accomplish  the   particular  tiling  he  de- 
sires.    This  is  notoriously  the  case: — if  yon  luillvofc 
forme,  I'll   vote  with  ^oi^,  isthe    phrase   in  which 
what  should  be  esteemed,  and  called,  pehjuht  is 
cloaked.  Every  legislator  \s  perjured  who  votes  for 
a  law  except  by  conviction  that  that  law  will  be  be- 
neficial; and  it  is  a  manifest  fraud  and  actual  bribe- 
ry,  as  well  as  perjury,  to  obtain  votes  by  such  sort 
of  "management."     But  it  is  lamentably  true  that 
nine  tenths  of  the  offensive  laws  are  in  this  way  ob- 
tained.     Will  any  one  believe  tliat  the  whelping  of 
banks  in  Pennsylvania  could  have  happened,  against 
the  veto  of  the   invaluable  gov.  Snyder,  without  a 
combination  of  buyers  and  sellers  of  votes — or  in  se- 
veral occasions  iocVdw  Ff^rA:,  and  in  the  bank-litters 
of  Kentticky,  and    other  states'  No — no.     The  so- 
vereign power  of  legislation — the   awful   trust  of 
doing  that  which  a  man  in  his  conscience  believes 
to  be  right — is    sometimes   littled  as   into  a  retail 
trade  in  tapes  and  bobbins,  at  a  cent  per  yard;  and 
many,  instead  of  considering  laws  as  useful  to  the 
state,  are   rather  disposed  to  examine  how  their 
pasarige  may  affect  thtir  own  meanly  contracted,  it' 
not  sinister  and  wholly  personal  views. 

We  think  tliat  the  facts  just  stated  will  strike 


pies  '^e  esteems  self  evidently  right,  and  the  stealth  every  reflecting  man,  and  some  will  enquire,  why 
of  one  map  will  light  up  »  flume  to  consume  the  vil-  did  I  not  think  of  this  before?  But  the  great  con- 
lainous  aggression.     Yet  a  little  while,  and  a  force 


wil!  be  raised  to  avenge  such  acts  as  justice  and 
nierf  y  maj  plead  for  in  vain;  and  a  prepared  state 
for  tlie  former  will  surely  give  effect  to  the  latter, 
power  is 'he  argument  of  kings,  and  must  be  an 
swered  by  power,  when  reason  fails  Another  se- 
ven ypars  will  give  us  that  power;  we  do  not  fear  it 
for  ourselves,  because  ihe  ballot  box  is  unpolluted. 
Small  pieces  of  paper  effect  reformations  that  the 
ba\onet  v.'ould  fdl  toaccompHsh.  Tne  first  prayer 
oc  everv  AiTierican  for  his  country  should  be,  that 
t!:e  rigfii  of  snfiage  msiy  remain  unimpaired.  It  5? 
Lardiy  possible  that  a  whole  community  can  mate- 
nallverr;and  if  they  do,  seeing  their  error,  they 
h;:ve  'lie  ability  and  thr  tvHI  to  correct  it. 

Wi.ilst  thus,  in  general  terms,  we  feel  our  soul  lift- 
ed up  because  of  the  prosperity  thai  flows  from  liber 
ty  and  independence,  and  taste  the  hiscious  fruits  of 
freedom — whilst  we  exult  at  'he  proud  attitude  of 
oi:r  country,  tlie  home  'if  emancipated  man.  ihe 
hope  of  phiiosophy,  the  Eden  of  oppressed  huma- 


solaiion  retiiains — "it  is  never  too  late  to  do  good" 
— and  future  carefulness  may  be  offered  to  expiate 
former  errors;  and  truly  entitle  us  to  an  exercise 
of  the  inestimable  right  of  suffrage,  as  being  the 
best  political  gift  of  God.  A  venerable  eld 
friend  of  the  editor — one  of  the  best  men  that  ever 
lived,  and  a  true  whig  in  the  worst  of  times,  oftea 
observes,  as  though  it  were  a  fixed  principle  in  his 
heart — "I  feel  myself  accountable  to  my  Maker  for 
A  discreet  use  of  his  blessing  conferred  in  the  right 
of  suffrage."  Would  to  heaven,  that  every  citizen 
might  feel  such  responsibility!  What  a  purgation 
of  legislative  halls  would  ensue!  The  spirit  of 
truth  would  drive  out  the  buyers  and  sellers— the 
"money  changers  and  those  who  trade  in  doves." 

lo  make  H  rapid  descent  from  things  of  such 
high  moment,  let  us  look  a  little  at  the  "paper 
.system" — tlie  offspring  of  the  worst  passions,  as  ad- 
vancing to  maturity  of  corruption  within  the  last 
sez'en  years,  with  a  view  of  applying  conmon  sense 
and  common  reason  to  the  couimon  defence:  for,  un- 
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happily,  the  people  are  now  called  upon  to  defend 
Ihemseives,  or  be  eaten  up  by  speculators  and  sha- 
tier*— manufacturers  of  filthy  raps,  by  law  and 
against  law,  le^ril  and  illegal  counterfeiters  oi  mo- 
ney. 

This  vile  "system"  is  one  of  the  most  astonish- 
ing products  of  the  septennial  period — astonishing 
for  the  impudence  of  the  nctors  in  it,  and  for  the 
credulity  of  those  acted  upon.  It  grew  up  suddenly 
to  its  present  detested  magnitude  in  the  season  of 
our  distress,  when  the  general  governnnent  was 
harrassed  with  a  banditti  rather  than  an  honorable 
enemy  on  every  fioolier,  and  vexed  with  trai- 
tors within — le^islatars  who  held  it  immoral  to  re- 
joice at  the  triumphs  of  their  country,*  and  wretch- 
es Wiio  recommended  "the  recridiin^  '.fficers  of  the 
government  to  enlist  fat  men  for  the-aiesterii  market, 
that  the  Indians  might  not  butclier  lean  unprofitable 
stock  "\  at  the  moment  when  the  public  heart  was 
bleeding  at  the  accursed  details  of  the  murder  and 
burning  to  death  of  the  wounded  at  the  JUv.t  Rai 
sin,  to  the  eternal  infamy  of  the  name  of  Briton. 
Th'iugh  the  "xraof  good  fciding^"  has  arrived,  the 
beneficence  of  Heaven  ilsfclf,  does  not  req'ure  us 
\.o  forget  those  tilings,  but  in  contempt,— ineffa- 
ble contempt,  we  may  endeavor  lo  forgive  them. 
Then  came  forth  the  monster  spECutATros,  sped 
ously  clothed  with  the  public  weal,  to  siuindle  ho- 
nest industry  of  the  rewards  of  its  toil;  and  my 
soul  sickened  when  1  saw  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  humbling  itself  to  the  mani.gers  of 
bundles  af  old  rags,  and  soliciting  loans  at  the 
hsnds  of  some  of  them,  who  long  since  hud  been 
open  bankrupts  but  for  granting  such  loans.  Still 
in  ourinr!ijin.ition,  let  uy  be  ju.^t — several  old  fash- 
ioned banks  acted  nobly,  and  we  sincerely  rejoice 
that  their  patriotism  promoted  their  pecuniary  in 
teres t,  and  gave  them  a  juMtclaim  to  the  indulgence 
and  support  of  the  people  in  their  day  of  adversity. 
That  claim  was  amply  satisfied  long  ago,  and  no  ex- 
cuse, no  possible  excuse,  now  remains  for  not  paying 
their  debts,  and  transacting  their  business  as  cor- 
rect individuals  should  do.  Rut  generally,  when  we 
speak  of  banks  we  do  not  allude  to  solidly  based  in- 
stitutions of  the  old  stanip,  when  a  dollar  was  a 
dollar,  and  one  of  tiieir  notes  was  in  every  way  re- 
spected as  money,  and  who  yet  faithfully  meet  their 
engagements,  without  tendering  rag  in  payment  of 
vag,  or  shuftling  like  a  fellow  just  about  to  take  ad- 
vantage  of  the  bankrupt  law  to  cheat  his  creditors; 
but  to  those  shops,  made  up  of  stock  notes  or  ot'ier 
ideal  capital,  of  little  or  no  avail  to  a  deceived  pub- 


*  As  some  folks  were  too  religiojis — yes,  too  rei.t" 
Gtocs,  to  rejoice  at  the  victories  of  their  country 
men,  they  were  also  pious  enough  to  lament  the 
disasters  of  the  enemy's  arms.  It  was  tluis  that 
they  spoke  of  ^arnso«'s  victory,  which  relieved  an 
extensive  frontier  of  the  scalping  knife  of  the  Indi- 
an, and  less  merciful  devastation  of  those  who  plac- 
ed it  in  his  hand  and  prescribed  every  wound  in- 
flicted: 

"Ft  Tvas  the  tniimph  of  a  clonil  of  Kentucky  sava- 
ges over  a  handful  of  the  enemy's  troops—no  more 
than  a  march  and  the  capture,  without  fighting,  of 
a  few  brave  men.'"  Weekly  Registlu,  vol.  V.  patre 
231.  ^ 

Humanity  would  have  wept  had  the  event  hap- 
pened, but  stern  retaliatory  justice  would  not  have 
been  dissatisfied,  if  the  ''savage"  Kfntuckians 
had  put  every  one  of  these  "brave  mer."  to  death. 
aiyVint  they  never  murdered,  or  injured  any  one, 
when  a  battle  was  over! 

j-See  vol.  IV  pare  5f. 


lie,  and  designed  from  the  beginning  for  a  frau" 
dulent  war  against  the  property  of  laboring  men' 
and  this,  alas!  is  the  true  character  of  at  lenst  one 
half  of  those /)«/ie>'-7nont7y  manufactories.  The  great 
bank  itself,  preHsed  upon  the  republic  by  the  specu- 
lations of  little  silvers,  is  not  cle.ii  oCsome  par.  of 
this  detestable  character,  and  requires  the  inter- 
posing arm  of  the  people  and  their  state  represen- 
tatives,  to  give  it  wholesome  direction.  We  may 
call  it  the  sea-serpent,  thrashing  whales  with  his  tail, 
and  devouring  herrings,  ("small  fry")  by  ship 
loads  at  a  time — equally  the  terror  of  tlie  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty. 

The  evils  of  those  institution.'}  have  become  so 
apparent,  that  every  one  calls  for  a  remedy — as  in 
time  of  afire,  we  cry  out  for  "water,  water,  water!'' 
Instead  of  talking  let  the  people  act,  and  the  fr.^ 
of  speculation  may  be  checked,  if  it  cannot  be 
quencUed,  and  a  boundary  be  fixed  to  its  ravages.* 
As  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uaiteil  States,  as  a  few  asso- 
ciated persons,  a  hundred  or  two,  "some  who  mo- 
ney and  some  who  had  none,"  are  pampously  called 
-—there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt  of  a  right  in 
the  states  to  tax  it  into  subordination,  or  tax  it  oiU 
of  existence.  It  i'.:  not  tlie  province  of  the  staim, 
perhaps,  except  on  some  great  emergency  indeed, 
to  p;'onounce  u  law  of  the  United  States  u.aconsti- 
tutional;  but  it  is  very  certain  ihat  no  law  of  the 
United  States  can  aft'ect  the  legitimate  revenues  of 
any  particular  state.  Thus — several  states  irnpo&e 
a  tax  orj  bank  siock — there  is  notl/mg  in  the  federal 
co'npact  that  forbids  it,  and  of  course,  it  is  amoi'g 
the  rights  reserved  to  the  states  or  to  the  people; 
the  United  States  then,  cannot  affect  that  right  by 
raising  up  within  any  state  an  incorporation exe^-npt- 
ed  from  the  general  laws  of  that  state,  or  create  any 
privileged  order  in  its  community.  We  know  no- 
Lhingof  sucli  po\vers  in  the  constitution — tliey  are 
neither  expressed  nor  implied  in  it,  and  the  law^of 
the  individual  states,  except  in  the  cases  specinHy 
laid  down,  must  govern  within  such  states.  Look 
at  Pennsylvania,  for  an  extoipK — she  taxes  her 
own  banks,  and  draws  a  part  of  her  funds  from  the 
property  invested  in  thejn,  which  she  cannot  otlier- 
wise  make  a  source  of  revenue — it  is  imquesu  )nably 
her  right  to  raise  such  revenue,  and  no  po  .ver  on 
earth  can  interfere  with  it.  But  if  tlie  If.  S.  bank  is 
exL'mpted  from  the  operation  of  her  la«s,  that 
right  is  invaded,  and  she  is  bound  to  resist  it  by  a 
constitutional  appeal  to  the  judiciary — if  that  tUrls, 
by  an  appeal  to  the  states,  and  to  the  peoph^,  to 
remedy  the  grievance.  Now  in  Miryhuid,  for  a 
spirited  example,  we  license  retailer.^  of  ardent  li- 
quors,  and   cause   them    to  return  to  tiie  publis 

*Banks  are  as  "plenty  as  blackberries" — the 
number  in  the  United  States,  w:' know  not  on  what 
authority,  is  given  at  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 
An  attempt  was  made  by  the  editor  of  the  RKrjis- 
TKH  some  time  ago  t  •  get  a  list  of  them,  which  has 
only  parti:dly  succeeded. 

It  is  a  strange  fact  that  a  gentleman  who  had  a 
demand  on  the  branch  of  the  U.  Stales'  bank  in 
Baltimore,  thought  it  necessary  to  receive  a  person- 
ai  introduction  to  the  cashier  to  get  it  liquidated — 
this  debasement  was  the  gentleman's  u~,un  ajftdr,- 
yet  it  serves  to  shew  the  unjust  influence  of  siicli 
institutions  on  the  public  opinion,  whictj  is  disgiMCr 
ed  by  seeking  as  a  favor  wiias  ought  to  be  deman,'- 
ed  as  a  rigiit.  However,  we  see  in  the  re  vspapers 
that  the  cashier  of  a  "fall  bred"  rasr  shop  in  the 
western  country,  lately  stabbed  and  killed  a  re- 
spectable citizcn|.seeking  the  paymeotof  dfebts  du^ 
to  Lim. 
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piirs-^  .1  portion  of  the  money  which  they  exact  from 
individuals.     They  were   also   taxed  by  congress 
during  the  late  war;   but  such  tax  paid  to  the 
United  States,  by  no  means  exempted  any  one  from 
the    payment    of  the    tax  imposed    by    the    state 
of  Maiyiaiid,  notwitiistanding  ihe  levying  of  that 
tax  was  clearly  within  the  powers  granted  by  the 
federal  constitution. — The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  starr.p-tax,  so  far  as  it  affected  the  local  banks. 
The  corollary  then   is,   that  the  general   govern- 
ment cannot  affect  the  local  revenues  of  a  state, 
else  the  whole   burthen   that  retailers  and  banks 
were  able  to  bear,  would  have  been  secured  by  it 
for  peneral  purposes,   being  rightful  subjects  for 
taKation.     Hence  it  conclusively  appears  that  tlie 
stork   of  the  lUnk  of  the    United   States  may  be 
taxed   by  the  individual  states:   it  seems   to  vs  im- 
fossib'e  that  it  can  he   othet-aise,  and  the  presump- 
tion   of    it    is    repugnant    to    every    principle    of 
reason   and    common   sense,   as   well  as   to   every 
idea  of  the   feder^il   compact— in  our  opinion.     If 
not    .<;o,   the  state   sovereignties  are  pros! rated  at 
otice,  and  the  sinews  [their  revenue]  being  draM-n 
away,  they  must  become  politically  defunct.     Al- 
ways considering  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  as 
the  great  bulwark  of  tlie  liberties  of  the   whole 
confederated  people,  we  have  feared  amalgama- 
tion neaily  as  much  as  annihilation;  and  would  ra 
ther  that  England,  in  the  day  of  her  boasting,  had 
"'i-educed    us    unconditional    submission"    as    she 
threatened,  than  that  the  individual  states  should 
lose  t'  eir  own  peculiar  and  essential  rights.     The 
former  might  be  retrieved  by  increased  strength 
or  propitious  circumstance;   but  the  latter,  like  a 
cancer,  striking  at  the  seat  of  life,  could  be  remov- 
ed oi  ly  by  the  loss  of  our  own  blood,  in  civil  war: 
for  then  the  right  of  suffrage  must  have  lost  its 
virtue,  and /iovyer  have  \13urped  the  seat  of  justice. 
It   hiis  been  observed, that  "revolutions  never  go 
backwards:"  nor  does  the  lust  of  domination  ever 
recede,  but  in  the  fear  of  punishment  for  it— though 
it   myy   some  limes  seem   to  retire  to  forge  new 
chains  in  secret.     "History  is  philosophy  teaching 
by   example" — Cromwell,  Bonaparte,  "Alexander 
the   deliverer,"  and  the  government  of  England, 
are  cases  in  point;  and  equally  show  an   all-grasp- 
ing propensity  as  power  to  gratify  it  has  been  ex- 
tended.    The  riglits  of  the  individual  states  is  the 
Jiiibicon  which  no  man  can  pass  in  force,  under  the 
penally  of  being  declared  an  enemy  of  the  common 
wealth. 

The  people  must  rely  on  this  right  to  tax  the 
bank  of  the  United  States;  for  their  own  defence 
ajfainsl  the  nabobs  who  govern  it,— for  if  tlic  power 
to  reform  its  abuses  ye>  remains  to  the  national  le- 
l^isluture,  we  have  little  to  expect  from  it  after  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Cfl/Aoiwi'sreportandiMr.  Lloyd's/>rj- 
vute  letter  on  the  national  currency;  until  a  purga- 
tioi.  is  effected,  and  thai  will  require  much  svjfering, 
and  a  great  deal  of  time:  but  we  are  assured  by 
many  letters  fipm  Pennnylvania  and  Ohio,  that  a 
decisive  attempt  will  be  made  in  Ciich  of  these 
t.tat*s  to  humble  the  pride  of  and  teach  manners  to 
the  great  p^rer  Leviathan;  and  we  are  not  without 
liope  that  Maryland  ^\\.\  vigorously  prosecute  her 
cl'.iviis  upon  it.  Other  stages  will  probably  follBW 
—  all  such  ai  least,  as  derive  a  revenue  fiotn  their 
own  locit!  banks,  arc  bound  in  self-respect  to 
tux  tl'e  bank  of  the  Uni'cd  States. 

'I'iu  I'.cul  bunkt!  may  probably  be  compelled  to  a 
more  c-.rrect  co^^vae  by  llie  passage  of  lavrs  declai-- 
iig  tlK-l''  cliar'ers  forfeited  on  a  refusal  to  puy  tiiei;- 
de'i  s.  Any  notes  issued  af;tr  such  forfeiture  uould 
'■tudcr  evtvy  KtacJihulJer  i;i'.iividuaily  rtsponoible 


for  their  payment,  and  a  few  public  spirited  men  in 
a  district  would  very  soon  coerce  justice  and  make 
bank  notes  at  par  with  money,  or  drive  them  out  of 
circulation,  as  counterfeits.  Besides,  every  pru- 
dent man,  who  had  really  placed  money  in  banks  so 
situated,  would  retire  from  them  in  the  best  way 
that  he  could  to  save  himself  from  that  individual 
responsibility,  and  leave  it  wholly  to  the  manage- 
ment of  desperate  gamblers,  whose  character 
would  be  immediately  understood  and  appreciated. 
— The  latter  might  be  for^varded  by  compelling 
every  association  to  publish  lists  of  the  co-part- 
ners in  it  at  stated  periods,  and  by  making  all 
notes  issued  at  any  time  previous  to  such  periods 
and  for  one  year  thereafter,  recoverable  by  law  of 
persojisso  published  as  partners  in  the  manufactory. 
T.ere  does  not  appear  to  be  any  thing  unreasonable 
in  this — it  will  only  cause  individuals  interested  in 
banks,  to  stand  upon  the  same  ground  that  the  peo- 
ple do  who  are  indebted  to  banks;  and  he  must  be 
asccundrel  indeed,  that  will  object  to  a  rule  of  law 
to  bear  upon  himself,  as  he  wishes  it  should  bear 
upon  others. 

The  fact  is, — the  manner  of  incorporating  moni- 
ed  institutions,  as  they  are  called,  is  radically 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  univer- 
sality of  its  use  is  rather  a  proof  of  an  impropprin- 
fluence,  than  a  sanction  of  the  practice.  What 
would  a  legislative  body  think  of  the  writer  of  this 
article,  if  he  were  modestly  to  petition  to  be  held 
irresponsible  for  any  debts  he  might  \n  future  con- 
tract, beyond  a  certain  specified  amount.?  Some 
would  laugh  at  him,  and  the  graver  ones  recom- 
mend depletion  and  a  straight  jacket  at  once.  Now 
what  is  the  essential  difference  between  the  petiti- 
on  of  an  individual  and  an  unkiioiun  association  for 
such  an  immunity.'  We  consider  the  banks  "un- 
known associations,"  because  the  proprietors  may 
be  instantly  changed,  and  whatever  belonged  to  the 
respectability  of  an  institution  on  account  of  the  part- 
ners in  it,  be  lost  in  one  hour  after  it  is  incorpo- 
raied.  But  this  subject  is  of  too  great  importance 
to  be  any  thing  more  than  noticed  now.  We  shall 
soon  take  it  up,  and  endeavor  to  sift  its  principles 
to  the  bottom. 

These  are  our  remedies  to  check  the  mania  of  spe- 
culation and  prevalence  of  fraud.  The  deep  dis- 
grace inflicted  on  our  country  by  hordes  of  coun- 
terfeiters, is  the  truly  "legitimate"  offspring  of  the 
rag  baronies,  or  swindling  banks — the  filthy  excre- 
ment of  afilthy  system.  Let  them  perish  together! 
.Many  a  paper  money  manufacturer  rides  in  his 
coach,  who  better  deserves  the  cell  of  the  peniten- 
tiary than  he  who  fills  it  for  acknowledged  forgery. 
If  it  be  alleged  in  behalf  of  the  United  States* 
bank,  that  it  has  already  paid  a  bonus  for  it-*  char- 
ter—our answ  er  is  ready.  The  advantages  derived 
by  the  dt-posit  of  ot.v  money,  are  vastly  superior  to 
the  value  of  that  bonus. 

After  this  long  dissertation,  we  get  back  pretty 
nearly  to  the  point  we  started  at,  and  shall  con- 
clude with  one  remark  to  encourage  a  solemn  ex- 
ercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  Banking  and  counter- 
feiting, twin  sisters,  are  self  evident  evils— elect 
no  one  unpledged  to  reform  or  punish  them,  if  pos- 
.sihle  to  avoid'  it.  The  extract  of  a  letter  below, 
just  received  from  a  very  respectable  gentleman  in 
Ohio,  mav  shew  what  is  doing  in  that  state,  m  re- 
spect to  "th-  Uiik  of  the  United  Sates.  A  spirit 
once  raised  to  reforma'io",  will  not  stop  sh^rtof  a 
tliorough  clean.sitig;  and  I  beseech  it  of  Providence 
t)  prosper  ilie  work,  a:id  strengthen  the  nrm  that 
sirikes  fur  em.incipation,  in  this  holy  war  ofhoncet 
industry  against  monopoly  a;id  cunning. 
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But  we  have  slid  into  h  course  of  re  'soniMjr  an'1 
remark  by  no  means  anticipited  when  we  commen- 
ed  this  article,  a  part  of  which  is  rather  prospec- 
tive than  retrospective,  as  it  was  intended  to  have 
been;  and  must  defer  until  a  future  opportunity 
wbat  was  designed  to  have  been  said  of  South  Ame 
rica,  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Extract  of  a  letter  to  the.  eiHtnr  of  the  Weeklij  Reikis 
terf-om  a  gentleman  in  Ohio.     It  is  copied — letter, 
point  and  character  as  it  is  marked  in  the  originuL 
"It  must  be  gratifving  to  you  to  observe  the  ef- 
fect which  your  batik  JVos.  hiive  had  on  the  people 
of  these  western  pegions.     These   numbers    have 
been  extensively  re  published  in   our  papers,  and 
receive  the    most  unqualified  approbation   of  the 
people.     A  great  change  in  public  sentiment  has 
been  effected;  and  it  will  be  required  of  our  can- 
didates both  for  the  legislature   and  congress,  at 
the  approaching  election,  that  they  pledge   them 
selves  to  support  the  people  against  the   '^rag  sys- 
tem." You  will  hear  of  some  pretty  spirited  proceed- 
ings in  our    next   legislature,     against    the   two 
^'branches"  in  this  state;  and  if  they  are  not  expelled 
the  state,  it  will  not   be  for  want  of  a  very  cordial 
disposition  to  do  so.  The  "branches"  are  execrated 
on  all  hands  here: — they  can  scarce  find  a  solitary 
advocate.     We  feel  that  to  the  policy  pursued  by 
them,  we  are  indebted  for  all  the  evils  we  experi- 
ence for  want  of  a  ciixulating  medium." 

"Some  of  our  writers  have  handled  the  subject 
pretty  well,  and  echo  with  success  the  alarm  first 
sounded  by  yourself — for  your  bank  numbers  have 
awakened  us  to  a  sense  of  our  danger,  and  given 
the  impulse  and  the  direction  to  public  opinioo 
and  public  feeling." 


—having  passed  through  the  screen  in  a  regular 
.'Stream,  it  may  be  re-conduc'ed  to  the  loft  or  any 
other  convenient  place,  in  the  usual  way,  or  be  put 
into  the  hopper  for  immediate  grinding. 

The  first  screen  should  be  5  <.  r  6  feet  in  length., 
the  other  from  15  to  25,  according  to  the  quantity 
of  work  desired  to  be  done  in  a  given  time.  The 
■whole  operation  occupies  about  the  space  of  three 
minutes,  and  may  be  performed  without  manual  la- 
bor. 

The  cost  of  the  machine  will  be  from  3  to  500 
dollars,  accordin.r:  to  the  size  of  the  mill, — exclu- 
sive of  the  costotfitting  it  up  and  the  patentee's 
fees,  which  we  are  not  yet  avithurized  to  fix  at  a 
staled  amount.  The  wheat  it  beautifully  and  per- 
fectly cleansed — it  is  ascertained  that  its  germina- 
ting quality  is  not  any  way  effected  by  the  opera- 
tion— that  its  weight  is  not  in  the  least  diminished, 
and  that  the  flour  produced  from  it  is,  a3  it  needs 
must  be,  is  of  a  very  superior  quality. 

We  have  (bus  endeavored  as  concisely  as  possi- 
ble, to  give  a  description  of  Mr  Williamson's  ma- 
chine— his  terms  and  further  particulars,  may  be 
expected  soon  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 


Williamson'.s  Machine. 


We   intimated  in   our 


last 


Rkoistkh  that  we 
should  attempt  to  give  a  description  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson's newly  invented  and  very  important  ma- 
chine fiir  separating  garlic  from  wheat,  and  reliev- 
ing tlie  grain  of  any  otiier  impure  or  f  irelgn  matter 
that  will  float  upon  or  suffer  a  speedy  dissolution 
in  water. 

The  wheat  and  water,  by  separate  spouts  or  con- 
ductors, are  conveyed  intoja  small  hopper  terminat- 
ing nearly  in  a  point,  to  which  is  attached  a  pipe, 
or  spout.  The  wheat  and  water  should  be  just 
sufficient  in  quantity  toif  II  this  pipe  or  spout,  by 
which  the  wheat  is  prepared  instantly  to  sink  when 
it  arrives  at  the  second  hopper  placed  below.  The 
second  hopper  is  of  an  oblong  figure  and  larger 
than  the  first,  so  as  to  give  an  increased  surface  of 
water  (by  which  the  danger  of  the  wheat  being 
carried  off  by  its  agitation  is  completely  avoided)  — 
the  side  of  this  hopper  most  distant  from  the  first 
hopper,  must  be  lower  than  the  other  .three  sides 
so  as  to  permit  the  water  to  carry  off  the  garlic  or 
other  light  floating  rubbish;  and  this  overflow 
of  water  is  caused  by  the  pipe  that  is  attaciied  to 
the  second  hopper  being  smaller  than  that  attach- 
ed to  the  first  hopper.  The  wheat  and  some  of  the 
water  (as  an  active  agent)  then  pass  with  great  ve- 
locity through  the  pipe  attached  to  the  second  hop 
per  into  a  small  quick  revolving  screen. 

The  small  revolving  screen  is  tapering  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  in  into  the  large  scrfen, 
w'.ich  is  enclosed  in  an  apartment.heated  from  150 
to  180  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  by  means  of  hot  air 
flues,  or  by  a  common  s'ove— the  large  screen 
makes  about  40  or  50  revolutions  in  a  minute,  by 
which  the  wheat  is  kept  continually  rolling  and  the 
heated  air  has  access  to  the  surface  of  every  grain 


Treatment  of  Slaves  in  Maryland. 

A  new  weekly  journal,  cdled  the  "Mah? lasti  Ces- 
soR,"  appeared  in  Baltimore  last  week.  Ii  is 
well  printed  an']!  promises  to  be  conducted  with 
superior  ability.  W<'  copy  the  following  from  it, 
as  affording  a  happy  specimen  of  the  talents  of 
the  editor,  well  as  to  she.v  the  goodness  of  his 
heart— 

The  favorable  change  which  has  occurred  in  the 
tieutmei\t  of  negro  slaves  in  this  state,  since  the 
American  revolution,  must  be,  to  every  benevolent 
mind,  a  source  of  very  agreeable  reflection.  Our 
oldest  citizens  well  remember,  when  it  was  very 
customary  to  inflict  on  the  manacled  and  naked 
person  of  the  slave,  the  most  intolerable  punish- 
ments, for  very  trivial  offences. 

AVithin  the  last  twenty  years,  it  has  been  the 
practice  to  muster  all  the  slaves  on  a  farm  once 
a  week,  and  to  distribute  to  each  his  peck  of  corn, 
leaving  him  to  walk  several  miles  to  some  neigh- 
bor's hand-mill,  to  grind  it  himself  under  cover  of 
the  night,  v/hen  exhausted  nature  called  for  rest 
from  the  laboi's  of  the  day;  in  many  cases  they 
received  not  an  atom  of  animal  food,  and  their 
usual  bedding  was  a  plank,-  and  by  particular 
kindness,  a  single  blanket.  Thus  was  the  life  of 
these  poor  wretches,  a  life  of  fatigue— of  constant 
personal  suffering,  and  moral  degradation,  which 
simk  them  beneath  the  level  of  their  brute  compa- 
nions in  the  field,  of  disgrace  and  drudgery. 

Those  who  have  been  reared  amilst  the  luxu- 
ries and  corrupting  refinements  trf  commercial 
places,  or  in  states  where  slavery  is  not  tolerated. 
can  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  moral  light  iti 
which  persons  of  color  were  formerly  viewed,  or 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated  by  thoir 
masters. 

It  is  true,  that  their  situation  has  been  gi'eatly 
ameliorated;  it  is  delightful  to  those  who  possess 
a  spark  of  humanity,  to  observe  tlie  growing  so- 
licitude which  masters  are  seen  to  manifest  f^r 
the  coitifort  and  happiness,  and  moral  condiiion  o!" 
their  slaves:  and  this  improvement  may  be  viewed 
as  one  amongst  the  numerous  happy  effects  of  a. 
mild  and  free  government,  on  the  icmpcr  of  tiiosc 
who  !iv>;  under  it.  It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  des- 
potism to  harden  the  lieart  and  st'pity  the  minds 
of  those  on  whom  it  operates;  while  republican  goi 
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Vcrninent,  fminded  on  a  community  of  interests,  1 
find  Iraviniif  to  every  m!\n  the  fvpe  eiijovment  of  all 
he  can  Hi1:'in  by  the  exercise  of  his  faculties;  libe- 
1-alises  tlie  heart,  and  enlightens  the  underitand- 
ing. — Ther'-fjre  is  it,  that  since  we  have  been 
blessed  with  all  the  freedom  of  thouglit  and  action, 
consistent  M'ith  the  existence  of  the  social  state, 
v/e  have  made  such  astonishing  progress  in  science, 
and  in  nil  the  arts  and  amenities  of  social  life, 
■^yere  it  not  for  tlie  American  revolution,  and  the 
iTJoral  influei  ce  of  these  politicaHnstitutions  which 
spvnng-  from  it — negro  slavery  in  this  country, 
would  doubtless  be  a.tended  by  all  that  barbarity 
snd  cruel  treatment  now  practised  in  the  colonial 
possessions  of  England  and  other  European  despot- 
istrs — \«  here  the  master  revenges  on  the  unhappy 
slave,  with  tenfold  severity,  the  tyranny  practised 
upon  himself 

Thougli  much  greater  regard  is  paid  now,  than 
formerly  was,  to  the  morals  and  personal  comfort 
of  slaves  in  Maryland,  the  obligations  of  humanity 
require  that  much  more  should  yet  be  done.  To 
?in}  person  having  an  opportunity  of  judging,  by 
sciual  obsprv.uion,  it  must  be  very  obvious,  that  in 
the  essential  p'.irticulars  of  good  houses  and  rvarm 
beildhiff,  the  most  unpardonable  neglect  is  still 
chargeable  on  a  great  number  of  slave  owners. 
Whiii,  let  us  ask,  can  be  more  crupl,  than  to  leave 
tliose  whose  person  we  hold  in  perpetual  imprison- 
ment and  serviludej  destitute  of  the  indispensible 
cornfjrtof  H  tij^hl  house,  and  at  least  a  sort  of  bed 
and  covering  to  repoae  his  exhausted  frame,  when 
darkness  terminrites  his  d.aily  labor?  Yet  it  is  a 
fact,  thai  too  many  have  not  the  benefit  of  either; 
\v!)ile  their  masters  roll  in  splendid  eqtupages,  a,nd 
shmiber  on  pillows  of  down.  It  may  be  urged, 
Ihat  this  argument  might  be  pushed  with  equal 
iuslicp  against  the  whole  system  of  slavery.  Not 
'no.  M:»ny  pcr.sons  question  the  policy  of  partial 
emancipation  under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
Ihe'counlry.  ^Yitness  the  arguments  of  C  F.  Mer- 
cer, the  great  champion  of  She  colonization  society; 
vet  no  man  in  his  sense°,  will  deny  the  policy  and 
ilie  duty  of  humane  trentment.  Many  may  think  we 
have  chosen  a  honiely  sul)ject  for  reflection;  but 
we  view  it  as  one  intimately  connected  with  the 
rural  economy  and  cluiractcr  of  our  stale,  and  there- 
fore emphatically  within  the  plan  and  objects  of 
this  paper;  and  as  to  language,  our  only  object  is 
fo  make  plain  Iione.it  people  understand  us.  Vv'  e  shall 
return  to  this  topic  in  some  future  numbei-,  with 
the  hope  of  convincing  those  who  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  every  tiling  but  the  suggestions  of  self-interest; 
that  even  «Aai  wouid  he  promoted  by  kind  and  con. 
tftant  attention  to  the  ©as-,  cleanliness,  personal 
comfort,  and  moral  habits  of  their  slaves. 


Boundaries  of    Louisiana, 

tHo?TT!i>;  MISSISSIPPI  iirruitLicArr. 

"We  have  had  the  satisfitction  of  examining  Dr 
•Tohn  II  Robertson's  map  oWMexlco  and  Lomsiana 
and  the  advantages,  besides  the  pleasure,  of  many 
roiiversations  with  that  gentleman;  from  which  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  sketch  the  outlines  of 
both. 

The  fust  object  which  attracts  the  eye  of  an 
American,  in  examining  this  map,  is  the  astonishing 
difference  in  the  claims  to  territory  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  former  commencing 
at  the  Itio  del  Norte,  and  with  that  stream,  to  the 
40th  degree  of  N.  latitude,  and  with  that  parallel 
to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  latter  commences  on  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  moutli  of  the  Quelque,  and 


with  th'.t  stream  to  i^s  source;  tbei.cf  in  9  direct 
line  to  the  point  where  the  road  from  Natchitoches 
to  Su  Antonio  crosses  -the  Aroyander;  six  miles 
west,  from  thence,  due  north,  ui.lil  that  line  inter- 
sects the  Mississippi  river,  which  is  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Peters;  thence  with  that 
stream  to  its  source;  thence  indefinitely  nortit.  This 
eastern  boundary  of  the  claims  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment to  territory  in  Mexico,  if  estsblished, 
would  not  leave  a  territory  on  an  average  of  100 
miles  in  extent,  distant,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

We  cannot  forbear  expressing  surprise,  when  we 
see  the  proposed  western  limits  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  to  don  Onis,  minis- 
ter of  Spain  near  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  by  which  the  president  offers  to  relinquish 
two-thirds  of  the  territory  claimed  under  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana,  and  our  mind  has  been  the  more 
particularly  impressed  with  this  extraordinary  pro- 
position, when  we  recollect  that  under  every  ad- 
ministration since  that  purchase,  it  has  maintained 
that  our  claim  extended  to  the  Rio  del  Norte. — 
Now  if  that  claim  be  found  in  justice,  as  we  have  a 
right  to  belieye  it  was,  the  American  people  will 
cheerfully  defend  it. 

The  territory  proposed  to  be  relinquished  by  the 
president,  contains  about  697,216,000  acres  of  land, 
which  embraces  more  than  one  half  of  all  the  great 
rivers  which  water  the  plains  between  the  Missis-, 
sippi  river  and  the  rocky  mountains;  together  with 
all  the  territory  lying  between  the  40ih  and  48th 
parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  the  said  mountains, 
and  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  wV.ich  at  the  average 
price  of  the  public  l.wds,  would  produce  a  revetnie 
of  §2,784,858.  This  territory  is  greater  than  that 
of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana. 

The  total  difference  of  the  claims  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Spain,  to  the  same  territory, 
amount  to  ^1,024,928,000. 

MEXICO  AND  LOUISIANA. 

rnoM  THE  SAME. 

The  southern  section  of  tlie  disputed  claim,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  to  territory, 
extending  from  the  Guif,  to  the  32d  degree  of 
north  latitude,  may  justly  be  considered  the  finest 
portion  of  North  America,  and  is  certainly  of  great 
national  importance  to  both  those  governments. 

From  the  Sabine  to  the  Gaudaloupe  river,  a 
distance  of  at  least  700  miles,  by  the  meanderings 
of  the  coast,  we  find  the  land  low,  and  the  naviga- 
tion dangerous  for  large  vessels,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  points — Matagorda,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Gaudaloupe,  and  Galvezion.  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Trinity  rivers;  yet  all  the  other  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Gulf  within  that  division,  are  naviga- 
ble for  small  craft,  to  a  considerable  distance. 
The  river  Bravo,  the  largest  stream  which  emp- 
ties into  the  Gulf  between  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  is  navigable  from  five  to  six 
hundred  miles  for  barges. 

The  land  generally  continues  low  and  marshy, 
for  ten  or  fifteen  miles  into  the  interior,  and  cover- 
ed with  live  oak,  of  an  excellent  quality  for  ship 
building,  and  at  some  distance  up  almost  all  those 
streams,  there  is  good  pine  timber  for  masts  and 
spars:  A  portion  of  this  low  land,  which  is  above 
the  level  of  the  salt  water,  produces  excellent  rice, 
cotton,  indigo  and  sugar-cane,  all  of  which  may 
be  cultivated  to  very  great  advantage  to  the  disi 
tance  of  three  hundred  miles  north  of  the  coast. 
There  is  another  advantage  which  no  other  pqr. 
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tion  of  North  America  possesses,  which  is,  that 
the  suj^ar-cane  and  wheat  are  produced  on  the 
same  farm,  with  the  greatest  perfection— our  in- 
formant observes  that  he  has  seen  in  the  same  field 
or  lot  the  wheat  and  the  sugar-cane  growing— the 
former  equal  to  any  he  has  seen  in  Virginia  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  infinitely  superior  m 
size  and  in  the  quantity  of  saccharine  matter,  to 
that  of  tlie  first  quality  of  which  he  has  seen  m 
Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  other  vegetable 
productions  which  are  common  to  those  countries, 
in  which  the  wheat  and  apple-tree  grow  lo  perfec- 
tion and  produce  abundantly— there  are  alss  mq^ny 
valuable  spices,  medicinal  plants,  and  a  great 
abundance  of  cochineal  How  far,  tlierefore,  it 
would  be  of  national  importance  to  possess  that 
country,  and  amidst  tlie  numer  .us  considerations 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  view,  the  propriety 
of  augmenting  the  quantity  of  lands  proper  for  the 
culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  the  cotton,  the  rice  and 
the  indigo,  and  of  securing  to  our  government  all 
the  ship  timber  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  is  certainly 
an  object  worthy  of  national  consideration. 

The  country  lying  between  the  river  Gaudaloupe 
and  the  Rio  del  Norte  will  never  admit  of  a  popu- 
lation except  such  as  are  attached  to  a  pastoral 
life;  hence,  the  Gaudaloupe  would  form  a  good 
national  boundary,  in  this  section  of  the  country 
inasmuch  as  it  passes  through  tlie  western  extre, 
mity  of  a  rich  country,  which  would  admit  of  a- 
extensive  population  on  the  eastern  side,  and  witn 
the  exception  of  the  soil  on  its  western  bank,  a 
very  limited  one  for  at  least  150  miles  on  that 
side.  Such  a  national  limit  would  ficilitate  an  in- 
tercourse betw.<^en  the  citizens,  and  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  both  governments  in  time  of  peace, 
and  would  give  a  great  superiority  to  our  govern- 
ment in  time  of  war,  if  at  any  future  pei'iod  an  ap- 
peal to  arms  should  be  ftjund  necessary. 


Foreign  Articles. 

EXGLANn.  he. 
The  late   election  has  given  a  considerable  ac 
cession  of  opposition  members.     As  many  as  40  are 
said  to  be  returned. 

The  time  of  election  has  been  emphatically  cal- 
led  the  people's  SuturnaUu,  in  England,  as  the 
slavea'  holiday  was  designated  in  ancient  Rome. 

Mr.  Cobbett  was  a  candidate  for  Govenir} — it  is 
said  that  lie  did  not  receive  one  vote  Mr.  Wool- 
len was  also  a  candidate;  but  he  resjri  d,  frinkly 
confessing  that  he  could  not  pay  the  cost  of  a  con- 
test! 

At  all  the  strongly  contested  elections  it  is  the 
disgusting  practice  of  the  candidates  to  stand  at 
the  polls  iind  frequently  harangue  the  people,  some 
of  whom  are  liired  to  applaud  and  others  paid  tor 
hissing.  We  have  a  Liverpool  paper  which  is  al 
most  filled  with  Catmint's  scjen  talks  on  the  seven 
days  of  the  election. 

Sir  Robert  Wihon,  so  famous  for  his  war-annals, 
and  for  his  conduct  in  rescuing  LavuUette  from 
prison,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  parliament. 
In  an  address  to  bis  constituents  he  informed  them, 
that  he  should  make  the  following,  the  rules  of  his 
parliamentary  conduct: — 

1st.  "Th.it  an  idle  man  was  a  very  useless  animal. 

2d.  That  a  man  in  power  shoulJ  never  go  lo  sleep 
\yilhoijt  thinking  of  those  who  <.re  awake. 

od.  Tiiat  before  he  euts  his  dumer,  lie  should  re- 
flect that  there  are  many  who  would  like  to  dine 
"with  liim;— and 

'4th,    Tisat  when  he  v/alkeS   along  the  streets. 


he  should  never  forget  that  there  were  some  \vlio 
could  not  walk,  because  th(^y  were  in  irons." 

The  importation  of  American  flour  into  Liver- 
pool, from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  .Tuh',  is 
stated  at  306,000  barrels,  and  the  wheat  at  14,500 
qu  ;rters. 

Ti:e  import  of  cotton  during  the  same  period  is 
sta'.ed  It  215,000  bales,  and  during  the  month  of 
June,  51,220  bales— the  sales  for  consunipiiori  in 
June,  17,000. 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  July,  250 
American  vessels  arrived  at  Liverpool,  of  wliich 
72  still  remained  in  port.  The  number  whicii  ar- 
rived during  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year,, 
was  205. 

Tiie  average  price  of  wheat,  as  declared  i'l  Jdy,. 
was  83s  2d.  and  tlie  prospect  that  the  ports  would 
not  be  closed  in  August,  it  is  said,  was  rather  in- 
creasing. 

A  London  paper  notice.'*,  as  a  great  griev.u.ce^ 
that  the  election  will  scatter  no  less  than  two  mil 
lions  through  the  country. 

TUB  REn  HOOK.  Amoiig  the  endless  charges  on 
the  civil  list  of  England,  (says  tlie  Franklin  Ga- 
zette) enumerated  in  the  "extraordinary  red  book," 
we  were  somewhat  surprised,  is  well  as  amazeii  to 
notice  the  following. 

America.  John  T?idwell,  esq.  to  pay  bills  drawn  by 
Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  esq.  consul  general  and 
charge  d'afi'airs  in  America,  for  extraordi.^.uy  ex- 
penses, and  post  office  charges,  from  the  5i';  of 
July  to  the  1st  of  Djcmber,  1B15,  and  tlie  cost  of 
a  fete  in  honor  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.'!.'  383/.  8s. 
8f/. 
Messrs.  Rindell,  Bridge  and  Rundell,  (jewellers 
&r.)  for  sntiff  boxes  and  other  articles  )f jewelry, 
as  fjrrsr'n  sto  ministers  from  foreign  courts  (Jt(r- 
inir  one  quarter  of  a  year)  /.13,772,  3«: — or  say 
5^60,932 

London  dates  of  the  18t/j  July.  The  old  queen  was 
expected  to  die.  Flour  was  advancing  a  little.  The 
manuficturers  at  Mancliester  were  riotous  for  an 
increase  of  wages,  'J, at  ihey  migu  get  enough  to 
eat — but  the  military  was  to  be  colled  out  to  con- 
vince them  that  they  lived  bountifully. 

FllASCE. 

Tt  is  stated,  that  the  proposition  made  to  the 
French  government  with  regard  to  the  removal  of 
the  foreign  troops  now  in  Fi-ance,  is,  that  they  siiall 
take  up  their  quarters  on  the  frontier  for  one  entire 
year,  al  the  exjienseof  France,  and  that  this  is  to  be 
the  sine  qna  Hon  of  their  withdrawing. 

There  is  a  report  of  a  new  conspiracy  against  the 
French  government  being  detected  at  Paris,  We 
have  some  rumored  details  of  the  affair.  Tiie  plot 
was  got  up  by  some  ultra  royalists,  and  their  design 
was  lo  seize  the  king's  ministers  and  carry  them  ofF 
to  the  forest  of  V'incennes.  This  being  elFected — it 
is  said,  had  the  king  refused  to  sign  his  abdic^ition, 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  conspirators  to  proceed 
a  la  Paul  premier — which,  we  suppose,  means  to  as- 
sassinate him.  What  they  then  would  have  done  is 
not  hinted  at. 

A  Paris  paper  says-.-CountChaptal  will  soon  jjub- 
lish  an  important  work;  the  statisiics  of  agriculture 
and  manutactures,  which  goes  to  prove  during  the 
revolution  our  progress  in  agriculture  and  industry 
has  been  as  rapid  as  in  oar  conquests,  and  th^jt  v.'e 
have  at  least  preserved  all  the  fruits  of  the  two  for- 
mer. In  this  manner,  during  thiriy  yeais  of  misfor- 
tunes,  were  formed  all  tiie  means  of  vepaii'ing  them 
Our  arms  are  idle,  but  our  arts  pursue  their  con- 
quests. To  them  France  will  be  indebted  for  her 
rapid  prosperity,  and  Europe  will  ah^'ays  he  thcii 
tributary. 
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Slave  Trudc.-^T\\t  King"  of  France  lias  issued  a 
jsroclanialion,  in  which  he  states,  that  "wishinjc  to 
isecure  by  every  means  in  our  power,  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  trade  in  every  part  of  our  doniiiiiony, 
vve  have  ordained  as  follows:" 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  C(justantly  maintained  on 
the  coast  of  our  African  Efitablishmcnts,  a  cruising 
squadron  of  our  marine,  ibr  the  purpose  ofviyiting' 
al'  French  vessels  which  shall  appear  williin  the  li- 
snlts  of  our  posijessions  on  the  said  coasts,  and  of 
preventini;-  every  violation  of  our  la\ys  and  ordinance. 
(Signed)  LOUIS. 

Saint  Cloud,  Jtin^  24. 

^r«rq/'lB15. — An  article  from  Brusseb  says  : — 
The  work  of  the  Prussian  Lieut.  Colonel  de  Plato, 
which  has  beei)  lately  publisiied  under  the  title  of 
•'The  war  of  Combined  Europe  against  France  in 
1815,"  contains  a  list  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the 
combined  armies  of  Prussia  and  England,  in  this 
ynemorable  campaign.  From  tliis  account,  founded 
on  official  documents,  the  killed,  wounded  and  mis- 
sing, had  been  as  follows  : 

'  Officevs.     ^Men*     Horses. 

English  and  Hanoverians,       946       12,087 
INeiherlandsaud  KasLau,        144  3994        1,630 

Brunswick,  59        1,446  150 


1,149 
The  Prussian  army  lost,        752 


17,527 

32,367 


1,780 


Grand  total,  1,902  49,894  1,780 
•  The  number  of  horses  lost  by  the  English  and 
Prussians,  lias  not  been  mentioned.  It  is  worlliy  of 
yemark,  that  the  v/liole  efiective  force  of  the  Frencli 
which  passed  tlie  frontier  to  meet  "combined  Europe, 
parching  ii)  echejon  qf  nations,"  amounted  only  to 
103,000,  of  whom,  not  more  than  70,000  were  active- 
ly employed,  in  tlie  three  days  of  fighting  whiph 
terminated  :ft  ^yaterloo.— [7r«/(..7(j;i'o/i.] 

"'-         '  '     NAPOLLOX  llONArABTE. 

Late  reports  from  St.  Helena  says,  tiiat  Bonaparte 
bad  been  very  sullen  lately;  would  not  converse 
with  any  of  the  British  officers.  He  had  become  ex- 
tremely corpulent;  uses  no  exercise,  except  some- 
times walking  in  the  garden.  Bertrand  is  his  only 
•companion. 

The  following  is  published  in  a  London  paper  as 
authentic — 
JfoTE    written  by  Bonaparte   in  the  margui   of  Sir 

Thomas  Iteid's  J^ctler  to  Count  Hertrand,   dated 

^lpril25,  1818. 

"1.  I  gave  you  to  understand,  when  you  present- 
ed this  letter  to  me,  that  1  would  not  condescend  to 
notice  it;  and  tiiat  you  need  not  translate  it  to  me, 
since  it  is  not  in  tlie  form  whicii  has  been  observed 
iFor  three  years. 

•'2t  This  fresh  outrage  only  dishonors  the  cox- 
comb. Tlie  King  of  Enirland  alone  is  entitled  to 
treat  with  me  on  an  equ.ilit.y. 

"3  Tliis  crafty  pj-oceeding  has  one  object — to  pre- 
vent your  exposing  the  criniinal  plot  they  liave  been 
contriving  against  my  life,  for  these  two  years 
past. 

"4.  Thus,  it  is,  that  affecting  a  willingness  to  pro- 
vide me  lodging  and  build  a  liouse  for  nie,  I  have 
been  kept  for  tlir^e  years  in  tins  unhealthy  barn,  and 
jio  building  lias  yet  been  commenced. 

"5.  Tims,  it  ic,  that  aftecting  to  allow  me  the  lib- 
erty of  ridinp;  on  hordehack,  they  pre\  ent  me  from 
so  doing,  and  I'roni  taking  exercise,  by  indirect 
means:  Hence  the  primary  cause  iif  my  iiln«=ss. 

<'6.  Thev'  eniplov  the  same  means  to  deiiar  me 
from  receiving  vi.siis.     'i"l-.c\'  liad  need  of  obscurity. 

"7.  Thus,  it  is,  that  after  having  made  atttri.npts 
upon  my_  physician;  having'  forced  l!i:i!  t,!  give  in 


bis  I'esigiiation,,  rather  that  remain  a  passive  Instru,  : 
mcnt;  void  of  all  moral  feeling  they  nevertheless 
keep  him  under  arrest  at  Longwood,  wishing  it  to 
be  believed  that  I  have  his  assistance;  when  they 
well  know  I  cannot  see  him;  that  I  have  not  seen 
him  for  a  fortnight;  and  tliat  I  never  sliall  see  him, 
unless  he  be  set  at  liberty,  relieved  from  his  oppres- 
sive situation,  and  restored  to  his  moral  indepen- 
dence in  what  concerns  the  exercise  of  his  functions. 

"8.  Thus  it  is  they  are  guilty  of  a  characteristic 
falsehood  in  causing  Bulletins  to  be  issued  by  a  phy- 
sician who  has  never  seen  me,  and  is  ignorant  both 
of  my  constitution  and  my  disorder!  but  tliat  is  well 
calculated  to  deceive  the  prince  and  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  of  Europe. 

"9.  TJiey  indulge  in  a  ferocious  smile  at  the  fresli 
sufferings  this  deprivation  of  the  assistance  of  art 
adds  to  this  tedious  agony. 

"10.  13?sire  this  i-ote  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Liver- 
pool, and  ;dso  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  tljose 
of  the  13th  and  14th  of  April,  that  the  Prince  Regent 

may  know  who  my    is,  and  be  able  publicly  to 

punish  him. 

"11.  If  he  does  not,  /  bequeath  the  opprobnum  of 
my  death  to  the  Reigning  Jleuse-  of  England! 
(Signed)  "NAPOLEON. 

"Longwood;  April  27,  1818." 

SPAIX. 

Prosperous  fnances\ — A  letter  from  Madrid,  dated 
June  10,  states  tiiat  tiie  troops  stationed  in  Andalu- 
sia had  received  but  a  quarter  of  their  pay,  and  five 
days  in  tlie  weeks  the  soldiers  had  no  mess. 

We  have  a  long  Madrid  article  detailing  the  des- 
perate situation  of  Spain.  The  distresses  of  the 
people  can  hardly  be  augmented,and  perhaps  a  revo- 
lution may  be  hoped  for  that  will  send  Ferdinand  to 
tiiegallie.s,  and  chain  the  ungrateful  creature  to  an 
oar  for  life. 

Prietlly  legacies. — The  Bishop  of  Orense  died  on 
the  20th  of  May,  and  bequeathed  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  to  be  divided  into  three  parts.  The  first 
for  the  Apostolic  See,-  the  second  for  the  private 
purse  of  Ferdinano  VH;  and  the  third  to  the  iN'aui- 
siTORs  who  had  been  persecuted  or  injured  under 
the  administration  of  the  Cortes.  [Not  one  cent  for 
the  relief  of  the  miserable  people  th.at  had  been  rob- 
bed by  him  of  their  earnings.] 

ITALr. 

The  duchess  of  Parma  (Maria  Louisa)  holds  a 
court  and  i'eceives  ministers  from  her  brother  sove- 
reigns. 

Letters  from  Italy  give  a  splendid  account  of  the 
entrance  of  Lucien  Bonaparte  into  Rome,  as  senator. 

SWKDEX. 

It  is  asserted  in  an  article  from  Stockholm,  that 
the  states  had  approved  of  the  proposal  made  by  the 
king  of  Sweden  to  sell  tlie  island  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, and  to  apply  the  produce  of  the  sale  to  the  li- 
quidation of  the  debt  of  Norway. 

PHUSSIA. 

Tlie  king  is  expending  the  money  he  borrowed  in 
England  in  new  fortifications  on  the  bank:;  of  tlie 
Rhine.  The  famous  works  of  Ehrenbreitstein  are 
to  be  "restored." — .Mlayeuce,  considered  as  the  key 
of  fJermany,  though  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Darm- 
stadt, is  garrisoned  by  Austriaps  and  Prussians. 

BCSSIA. 

A  ship  of  74  guns,  and  a  frigate  of  44,  were  launch- 
ed at  Archangel,  on  the  20th  of  M:iy  la.st. 
KAsr  jxiiii':s. 
For  several  months  our  accounts  from  Eng- 
land have  assured  us  tliat  tlie  opposition  of  the 
Native  Powers  in  the  East  indies  to  tlie  Britisii 
government  had  been  wholly  put  down,  and  that  all 
was  traiiuuU.     It   is "  now  ascertained  by  Bombay 
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English  Gazettes  of  so  late  a  date  as  April  22d,  that 
"the  war  with  the  refractory  [rebel]  nations  still 
"rages  with  violence  and  obstinacy."— 2>em.  Press. 

SOUTH  AMBBICA. 

Gen.  Bolivar  has  retired  fromthe  military  command 
of  the  patriots  ot  Venezuela,  and  is  at  tlie  head  of 
the*  civilgovernment— he  is  succeeded  by  gen.  Paez 
—from  whose  efforts  much  good  is  expected.  He 
claims  a  brilliant  victory,  won  at  Cogeida— havmg 
killed  oOO  of  the  royalists  and  taken  many  prisoners; 
and  several  othei-  small  affairs  in  which  he  was  suc- 
cessful, had  taken  place. 

A  report  is  circulated  that  col.  M' Donald  and  a 
party  of  British  officers  were  all  killed  by  the  royal- 
ists in  May  last,  having  landed  on  the  Oronoke  to 
aid  the  patriots.  The  A.urora  says  that  the  Colo- 
nel now  is  ;  Philadelphia,  ^id  that  his  companions 
■were  alive  in  July. 

Savannah,  Aug.  17- 

*'Last  evening  our  city  was  all  in  arms.  The  Pa- 
triot privateer  Gen.  St.  Martin,  canie  up  to  town 
yesterday;  her  crew  having  mutinied  in  the  West  In- 
dies, iiad  put  her  commander.  Captain  St aft-oud, 
and  most  of  his  officers,  ashore  at  Port-au-Prince, 
threateninpr  at  the  same  time  to  murder  the  rest  of 
the  petty  officers.  When  she  came  within  the  Bar, 
it  appears  that  the  crew  deputed  five  of  their  num- 
ber to  come  up  to  a  mercantile  lu)use  in  this  city, 
who  had  claims  upon  the  brig,  and  threaten  unless 
they  received  g.lO.OOO,  to  scuule  her  below;  they 
however  compromised  for  §18,000,  for  wliich  they 
took  a  note,  to  be  discounted  on  Tuesdav,  the  first 
discount  day.  This  satisfied  them,  and  induced 
them  to  bring  tlie  privateer  up  opposite  the  town; 
but  being  a  turbulent  set,  they  would  not  permit 
the  civil  authority  to  board  them,  and  appeared  de- 
termined to  resist,  ThisinducedtheMayor,  (Watnb) 
to  call  upon  the  volunteer  companies;  two  pieces  of 
artillei7  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  brig,  and 
were  all  ready  for  a  fight,  when  they  thought  proper 
to  submit.  Tliey  were  brought  on  shore  and  confin- 
ed in  the  guard-liouse,  and  now  all  is  quiet." 


CHRONICLE. 

The  capital.  The  corner  stone  of  the  capitol  of 
the  United  Slates  was  laid  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday 
lasit,  the  24th  inst.  in  presence  of  the  commission- 
er of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  architect  of  the 
capitol. 

This  ceremony  took  place,  remarks  the  Intelli- 
gencer, on  the  anniversary  of  that  day,  on  which  a 
barbarous  enemy  here  made  war  upon  the  arts, 
upon  literature,  and  upon  civilized  laws,  and  hoped 
to  perpetuate  his  infamous  exploit,  by  laying  in  a 
heap  of  irreparable  ruins  the  edifices  raided  by 
taste  and  genius  to  the  peaceful  purposes  of  le- 
gislation, and  the  promotion  of  human  knowledge 
and  happiness. 

"The  bits  of  striped  bunting."  A  Gibraltar  paper 
of  June  20tl>,  gives  an  article  dated  Algiers,  April 
14,  as  follows.  "On  the  12th  instant,  an  Anglo- 
American  squadron,  consisting  of  two  line  of  bat- 
tle ships,  one  frigate  and  two  sloops,  came  to  an- 
chor in  this  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  go- 
vernment, that  in  case  their  privateers  should  go 
out,  they  are  not  to  search  any  American  vessels, 
or  to  reconnoitre  them  in  any  other  way  than  by 
their  flag,  which  secures  the  commerce  of  their 
nation;  and  that  the  U.  S.  government  will  look  on 
any  contravention  as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  will 
make  themselves  satisfaction  accordingly.  On  the 
next  day  the  squadron  sailed  for  Leghorn,  without 
communicating  with  the  slior*'-. 


G^What  power  ever  spoke  such  intelligibl'" 
language  to  the  Algerines  before? — Glorious  "bit^ 
of  bunting/'* 

The  sea  serpent  has  been  attacked,  and  was  fairly 
harpooned,  but  by  the  impetuosity  of  bis  course 
released  himself  from  it,  and  escaped. 

Ocean  steam  boat. — A  large  steam  ship,  called 
the  Savannah,  and  intended  to  ply  between  that 
port  and  Liverpool,  under  command  of  capt.  Mo- 
ses Rodgers,  was  launched  at  New  York  on  the 
22.!  '  inst. 

A  very  unusual  number  of  Carolinians  and  Get^r- 
gians  are  visitmg  Ballston  Springs  this  season. 

V  is  stated  that  Mr.  Whitlow,  the  botanist,  ivas 
litply  discovered  a  plant  which  grows  to  the  hei,  'st 
of  four  feet  in  the  form  of  a  vine,  and  con  !ns 
within  its  stalk,  after  the  rind  is  taken  off,  a  st:»  !e 
that  is  equal  if  not  superior  to  cotton;  and  he  ir.  of 
opinion  that  it  may  be  cultivated  in  any  part  oF  rhe 
U.  States.  ^  *^ 

Mr.  Clay  is  re-elected  to  congress  from  Kentuc- 
ky, withf.ut  opposition.  Messrs.  Trimble,  Robin- 
son and  Anderson,  are  re-elected,  Mr.  Metcalfe 
has  out-polled  and  succeeds  gen.  Desha. 

In  Louisiana,  Mr.  Buller  is  elected— the  votes 
were,  for  Mr.  Butler  1,866;  E.  Livingston  1,.S84;  J. 
S.  Johnson  810. 

A  public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Clay  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Frankfort  on  the  30th  ult.  Many  good  real 
Kentucky  toasts  were  dra-k.  The  Argus  says— "Af- 
ter an  agreeable  feast  in!er!spersed  with  conversation 
and  songs,  tli-  following  toasts  were  drank  and  a 
short,  neat  and  elegant  address  was  delivered  by  Mr 
Clay._  We  understand  that  in  his  addi-ess  Mr.  Clay 
p..siiively  disavowed  the  intention  which  has  been 
so  often  attributed  to  him,  of  attempting  or  wishing 
to  organize  a  party  in  opposition  to  the  administra- 
tion." 

Alabama.— There  is  said  to  be  unusual  sickness 
at  Mobile  and  Blakely — so  much  as  to  put  a  total 
stop  to  business. 

Emigration.  The  amount  of  passengers  fi'om 
Europe,  reported  to  have  arrived  at  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  for  the  last  week, 
amounts  to  moi-e  than  a  thousand— .from  Ireland, 
England,  Holland  and  France. 

MiUon,  N.  C.  The  improvements  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  noble  river  Roanoke,  we  have  hereto- 
fore observed,  has  given  birth  to  several  new  and 
thrifty  villages.  We  have  just  received  the  4tl' 
No.  of  a  well  printed  newspaper  established  at  thf 
new  town  of  Milton,  N.  C— which  has  also  a  post 
office,  and  at  which  1500  hhds.  of  tobacco  whert 
received  of  the  last  crop.  The  Newbern  bank  has 
an  agency  at  the  place,  and  another  is  expected 
from  the  state  bank. 


Important  discovery. — David  Meade  Randolph,  has 
announced  in  the  Richmond  papers,  the  discovery 
of  a  cement,  made  from  two  certain  fossils  mineral 
or  volcinic  substances,  which  is  found  to  be  imper- 
vious to  water  and  weather,  and  which  grows  hard 
er  by  time.  He  applied  the  cement  between  tw(> 
bricks  on  the  2d  June,  1817,  and  after  being  in  the 
water  lourteen  months,  the  whole  mass  appearci! 
to  be  solid,  the  cement  as  hard  as  the  brick.  The 
same  cement  has  been  applied  to  the  flat  surfltce  of 
brick  work,  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been  e(|ually  flattering.  The  discoverer 
concludes  from  the  experiments  he  has  made,  that 
his  cement  is  superior  to  the;  reuljiUutch  terras, 
since  it  will  alike  answer  for  works  that  are  to  be 
covered  with  water,  and  equally  so  for  cisterns, 
.Hooring  and  terrace  walks. 
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Roads  and  Canals, 

Bepurt  of  the  secrstary  of  the  treasiiry,  on  the  subject 
offwb'ic  roa'h  ami  canals;  made  in  pnreuance  nf  a 
resolution  of  the  senate,  of  March  2d  1807.   By  M 
ben  Guclat!n,esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
The  general  utility  of  artificial  roads  and  canals, 
is  at  tlijs  time  so  universally  admitted,  as  hardly  to 
require  any    additional  proofs.     It  is   sufficiently 
evident,  that  whenever  the  annual  expense  of  trans- 
portation on  a  certain  route   in  its  natural  state  ex- 
ceeds the  interest  on  the  capital  employed  in  im- 
proving-the  communication,  and  the  annual  expense 
of  transportation   (exclusively  of  the  tolls,)  by  the 
improved  route,  the  difference  is  an  annual  addi- 
tional income  to  tlie  nation.  Nor  does  in  that  case 
the  general  result  vary,  although  the  tolls  may  not 
have  been  fixed  at  a  rate  sufficient  to  pay  to  the 
undertakers  the  interest  on  the  capital  laid    out. 
They,  indeed,  when  that  happens,  lose;  but  the  com- 
munity is   neveriheless  benefited  by  the  undertak- 
ing.    The  general  gain  is    not  confined  to  the  dif- 
ference between  the  expenses  of  the  transportation 
of  those  articles  which  had  been  formerly  convey- 
ed by  that  route,  but  many  which  were  brought  to 
market  by  other  cliannels,  will  then  find  a  new  and 
more  advantageous  direction;  and  those  which,  on 
account  of  tiieir  distance   or  weight,  could  not  be 
transported  in  any  manner  whatever,  will  acquire  a 
*alue,  and  become  a  clear  addition  to  the  national 
wealth.     Those  and  many  other    advantages  have 
become  so  obvious,  that  in  countries  possessed  of 
a  large  capital,  where  property  is  sufficiently  se- 
cure to  induce   individuals  to  lay    out  that  capital 
on  permanent  undertakings,  and  where  a  compact 
population  creates  an  extensive  commercial  inter- 
course, w  ithin  short  distances,  those  improvements 
may  often,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  left  to  indivi(Ui»l 
exertion,  without  any  direct  aid  from  government. 
There  are  however  some  circumstances  which, 
whilst  they  render  the  facility  of  communications 
throughout  the  United  States  an  object  of  primary 
importance,  naturally  check  the  ap|)lication  of  pri- 
vate capital  and  enterprize,  to  improvements  on  a 
.  larjje  scale. 

The  price  of  labor  is  not  considered  as  a  formi- 
dable obstacle,  bcca<ise  whatever  it  may  be,  it 
equally  affects  tlie  expense  of  transportation,  which 
is  saved  by  the  improvement,  and  that  of  effecting 
the  improvement  itself.  The  want  of  practical 
knowledge  is  no  longer  felt.-  and  the  occasional  in- 
fluence of  mistaken  local  interests,  in  sometimes 
thwarting  or  giving  an  improper  direction  to  pub- 
lic improvements,  arises  from  tlie  nature  of  man, 
and  is  common  to  all  countries.  The  great  de- 
mand for  capital  in  the  United  States,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  territory,  compared  with  the  population,  arci 
it  is  believed,  the  true  causes  which  prevent  new 
undertakings,  and  render  those  already  accom- 
plished, ieiis  profitable  than  had  been  expected. 

1.  Notwithstanding  the  great  increase  of  capital 
during  the  last  fifteen  years,  the  objects  for  which 
it  is  required  continue  to  be  more  numerotis,  and 
its  application  is  generally  more  profitable  than  in 
Europe.  A  small  portion  therefore  is  applied  to 
objects  which  offer  only  the  prospect  of  remote  and 
moderate  profit.  Anil  it  also  Inppens  that  a  less 
sum  being  subscribed  at  first,  than  is  actually  re- 
quisite for  completing  the  woik,  this  proceeds 
slowly;  the  capital  applied  remains  unproductive 
for  H  much  longer  time  than  was  necessary,  and 
the  inlc-.-est,  accruing  during  thnt  period,  becomes 
in  fact  an  injurious  addition  to  the  reul  expense  of 
the  under;.ak;ng. 


2  The  present  population  fif  the  United  States, 
Compared  with  the  extent  of  territory  over  vvhich 
it  is  spread,  dnps  not,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
seaports,  adtri':  that  extensive  commercial  inter« 
coiu'se  within  short  distances,  which,  in  England 
and  sone  other  countries,  forms  the  principal  sup- 
port of  artificial  roads  and  canals.  With  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, canals  particularly,  cannot  in  America  be 
undertaken  with  a  view  solely  to  the  intercourse 
between  the  two  extremes  of,  and  along  the  inter- 
mediate ground  which  they  occupy.  It  is  necessa- 
ry, in  order  to  be  productive,  that  the  canal  should 
open  a  communication  with  a  natural  extensive  na- 
vigation which  will  flow  through  that  new  chan- 
nel. It  follows  that  whenever  that  navigation  re- 
quires to  be  improved,  or  when  it  might  at  soi^ie 
distance  be  connected  by  another  canal  to  another 
navigation,  the  first  canal  will  remain  compara- 
tively unproductive,  until  the  other  improvements 
are  effected,  until  the  other  canal  is  also  complete 
ed.  Thus  the  intended  canal  between  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware,  will  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
ditional benefit  arising  from  the  intercourse  be- 
tween New  York  and  the  Chesapeake,  until  an  in- 
land navigation  shall  have  been  opened  between 
the  Delaware  and  New  York.  Thus  the  expensive 
canals  completed  around  the  falls  of  Potomac,  will 
become  more  and  more  productive  in  proportion  to 
the  improvement,  first  of  the  navigation  of  the  up- 
per branches  of  the  river,  and  then  of  its  commu- 
nication with  the  western  waters.  Some  works  al. 
ready  executed  are  unprofitable,  many  more  re- 
main  unattempted,  because  their  ultimate  produc- 
tiveness depends  on  other  improvements,  too  ex- 
tensive or  too  distant  to  be  embracsd  by  the  same 
individuals. 

The  general  government  can  alone  remove  thess 
obstacles. 

With  resources  amply  sufficient  for  the  comple- 
tion of  every  practicable  improvement,  it  will  al- 
•.vays  supply  capital  wanted  for  any  work  which  it 
may  undertake,  as  fast  as  the  work  itself  cm  pro» 
gress,  avoiding  thereby  the  ruinous  loss  of  interest 
on  a  dormant  capital,  and  reducing  the  real  ex- 
pense to  its  lowest  rate. 

AVith  these  resources,  and  embracing  the  whole 
union,  it  will  complete  on  any  given  line  all  the  im- 
provements, however  distant,  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  render  the  whole  productive,  and  eminent. 
Iv  benefici  d. 

The  early  and  efficient  aid  of  the/effem/ govern- 
ment is  recommended  by  still  more  important  con- 
siderations. The  inconveniences,  complaints,  and 
perhaps  dangers,  which  may  result  from  a  vast  ex- 
tent of  territory,  can  no  otherwise  be  radically  re- 
moved, or  prevented,  t;ian  by  opening  speedy  and 
easy  communications  through  all  its  parts.  Good 
roads  and  canals  will  shorten  distances,  facilitate 
commercial  and  personal  intercourse,  and  unite,  by 
a  still  more  intimate  community  of  interests,  the 
most  remote  quarters  of  the  United  States.  No 
other  single  operation,  within  the  power  of  govern- 
ment, can  more  effectually  tend  to  strengthen  and 
perpetuate  that  union,  which  secures  external  inde- 
pendence, domestic  peace,  and  internal  liberty. 

With  that  view  of  the  subject,  the  facts  repect- 
ing  canals,  which  have  been  collected  in  piu-suance 
of  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  have  been  arranged 
under  the  following  heads: — 

1.  Great  canals,  from  north  to  south,  along  the 
Atlantic  sea  coast. 

2.  Communications  between  the  Atlantic  and 
western  waters. 

3.  Communications  between  Uie  Atlantic  waters, 
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ami  those  of  the  great  lakes,  and  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

4.  Interior  canals. 

eUEAT  CANAT.S,  ALONG  THE  ATLANTIC  SXA  COAST. 

The  map  of  the  United  States  will  «hew  th;it  we 
possess  a  tide-water  inland  navigation,  secure  from 
storms  and  enemies,  and  which,  from  Massachu- 
setts  to  the  soutliern  extremity  of  Georgia,  is  prin- 
cipally, if  not  solely,  interrupted  by  four  necks  of 
land.  These  are  the  isthmus  of  Barnstable;  that 
part  of  New  Jersey,  which  extends  from  theRari- 
ton  to  the  Dt^laware;  the  peninsula  between  the 
Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  low  and 
marshy  tract  which  divides  the  the  Chesapeake 
from  Albemarle  sound.  It  is  ascertained  that  a  na- 
vigation for  sea  vessels,  drawing  eijjht  feet  of  Wdte^, 
may  be  effected  across  the  three  last;  and  a  canal 
is  also  thought  to  be  practicable,  not  perhaps 
across  the  isthmus  of  Bar  istable,  but  from  the  bar- 
bor  of  Boston  to  'hat  or  Rhode  Island.  The  Massa 
chusetts  canal  -would  be  i.bout  26,  the  New  Jersey 
about  28,  and  each  of  the  twasouthf-rn  about  22 
miles  ni  length,  making  altogether  less  than  one 
■hundred  miles. 

Sho'dd  this  great  v;ork,  the  expense  of  which,  as 
will  hereafter  be  shewn,  is  estimated  at  about  three 
millions  of  dollars,  be  accomplished,  a  sea  vessel 
entering  the  first  canal  in  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
wouUl,through  the  bay  ofRhode  Island, Long  Island 
sound,  and  the  harbor  of  New  York,  reach  Bruns- 
wick on  the  Rariton;  tlier.ce  pass  through  the  se- 
cond canal  to  Trenton  on  the  Delaware,  down  that 
river  to  Christiana,  or  New  Castle,  and  through  tlie 
third  canal  to  Elk  river,  and  the  Cliesapeake; 
whence  sailing  down  that  bay,  and  up  Elizubeth 
river,  it  would,  through  the  fourth  canal,  eiUer  the 
Albemarle  sound,  and  by  I'amtico,  Core  and  Bugiie 
sounds,  reach  Beaufort  and  Swansborough,  in 
North  Carolina.  From  the  Isst  mentioned  place, 
the  inland  navigation,  through  Stumpy  and  Toom- 
er's  sounds,  is  continued  with  a  dimniished  draft 
of  v.ater,  and  by  cutting  two  low  and  narrow  necks, 
not  exceeding  three  miles  together,  to  cape  Fear 
river;  and  thence,  by  an  open  but  short  and  direct 
run  along  the  coast,  is  reached  that  chain  of  islands 
between  which  and  the  main  the  inland  iiyvigation 
is  continued  to  St.  Mary's,  along  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  any 
comments  on  the  utility  of  the  work,  in  peace  or 
war,  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise,  or  the 
conveyance  of persons. 

The  several  papers  under  the  letter  (A.)   here- 
with transmitted,  contain   the  information   which 
Jias  been  received  on  those  several  intended  com- 
munications.   The  substance  will  now  be  stated. 
I.  JHassachusetta  canal. 

1.  Sandwich  isthmus,  between  Barnstable  b.ay  on 
the  north,  and  Buzzard's  bay  on  the  south,  had  first 
attracted  the  public  attention.  Surveys  and  levels 
were  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
practicability  of  opening  a  cross  cut,  to  be  supplied 
by  the  sea  itself,  from  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  in 
Buzzard's  bay,  to  the  mouth  of  Scusset  river,  in 
Barnstable  bay. 

The  distance  was  found  to  exceed  seven  miles; 
the  elevation  of  the  highest  intermediate  ground  is 
40  feet  above  low  water  mark  in  Barnstable  bay;  the 
depth  ofwateratthe  mouth  of  Back  river,  does  not 
at  low  water,  exceed  seven  feet  and  a  half;  and  the 
channel  to  that  spot,  through  Buzzard  bay,  is  ob- 
structed by  shoals.  The  tide,  which  rises  but 
three  feet  and  a  h:ilf  in  that  bay,  rises  three  hours 
and  a  half  later,  and  more  than  tighteen  in  that  of 
IBarnstable.    The  shore,  on  whxh  that  formidabl 


tide  would  operate,  is  an  open  beach,  without  any 
harbor  or  shelter  whatever.  Independent  of  other 
obstacles,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  same  natu- 
r.'l  causes,  which  had  formed  the  isthmus,  miglit  i\H 
the  canal,  or  make  a  bar  at  its  entrance;  and  the 
project  seemed  to  have  been  abandoned. 

2.  The  ground  was  also  examined  between  Barn- 
stable harbor,  on  the  north,  and  Hyannus  harbor, 
on  the  south,  at  some  distance  east  of  Sandwich. — 
The  breadth  of  the  peniasula  does  not  exceed  here 
four  miles  and  a  half,  and  there  would  be  an  h;irbop 
at  each  end  of  the  canal.  The  same  diflTerenre  ex- 
ists in  the  tides  which  rise  four  feet  in  Hyannus, 
and  sixteen  feet  in  Barnstable  harbor.  The  entrance 
of  this  is  obstructed  by  shoals;  but  the  great  obs'a- 
cle  to  a  cross  cut,  is  the  elevation  of  the  interme- 
diate ground,  estimated  at  eighty  feet  above  tide 
water.  Navigable  ponds  on  that  high  ground  might 
perhaps  form  part  of  a  lock  canal,  and  supply  the 
remainder  with  water.  But  a  canal  frozen  in  win- 
ter,  would  not  have  effected  the  great  object  in 
view,  which  was  to  enable  vessels  from  sea  to  pro- 
ceed in  winter  from  Martha's  Vineyard  to  Boston, 
witbout  sailing  around  cape  Cod.  AUhotigh  the 
difficulty  of  navigating  from  Bos»on  to  Bar'.svabie, 
diminishes  theutility  of  this  commnnicavion,  as  one 
of  the  great  links  in  this  line  of  inland  navigation, 
it  may  be  resorted  to,  should  that,  wliicb  will  be 
next  mentioned,  prove  impracticable  for  sea  ves- 
sels 

3.  The  attention  of  the  legislature  of  Mass:ichu« 
setts,  under  whose  authority  the  grounds  at  Sand- 
wich  arnl  Barnstable  had  been  examined,  has  late- 
ly been  turnsd  to  a  direct  communication  between 
Weymouth  landing,  within  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
and  Taunton  river,  which  empties  into  the  br»y  of 
Rhode  Island.  A  favorable  report  has  been  mrule, 
during  the  last  session,  of  which  a  copy  has  lately 
been  obtained.  The  dis'.ance,  from  tide  water  to 
tide  water,  is  26  miles  by  oneroute,  and  ^o^  miles 
by  another.  The  highest  internitdia".  e  grnud  is 
lo3  feet  above  tide  water,  but  may  be  reduced  ten 
feet,  by  digging  to  that  depth,  the  length  of  a  mile. 
Two  ponds,  known  by  the  names  of  Weymouth  and 
Cranberry,  the  largest  and  least  elevated  of  which 
covers  five  hundred  acres,  and  is  fourteen  feet  hig,^- 
er  than  the  summit  of  the  proposed  c»na1,  will  sup- 
ply the  upper  locks  with  water,  by  feeders,  four 
miles  long.  Whether  the  quantity  of  water  con- 
tained in  those  ponds,  .md  estimated  equal  to  a  dai- 
ly supply  of  450,000  cubic  feet,  will  be  sufficient 
for  a  sloop  navigation,  a.Td  whether  any  other 
ponds  or  streams  may  be  brought  in  aid,  does  not 
seem  to  be  fully  ascertained.  After  descending 
twenty  feet  towards  Weymouth,  and  seventy  to- 
wards Taunton,  an  amjsle  supply,  for  the  lower 
locks,  will  be  derived  from  otiier  large  ponds,  the 
principal  of  which  are  known  by  the  names  of  Brain- 
tree  and  Nippinitic. 

The  expense  may,  on  a  supposition  that  the  route 
is  partly  through  a  rocky  soil,  be  estimated  as  fol- 
lows. 

Digging  26  miles,  at  §30,000  a  mile,     §730,000 
Lockage  260  feel,  at  §1,350  a  foot,  325,000 

Feeders,  purchase  of  land.  Sic.  145,000 


1,250,000 


II.  J\Vw  Jersey  canrj. 
A  company  was  incorporated  some  years  ago,  by^ 
the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  for  opening  a  canal 
between  the  Rariton  and  Delaware.  Acting  under 
the  erroneous  opinion  that  the  navigation  of  small 
rivers  might  be  improved  aud  U';ed  as  a  canal,  the 
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company  intended  to  liave  united,  by  a  cross  cut  of 
one  mile,  the  Assampink  or  Trenton  creek,  with 
Stoney  brook,  a  branch  of  Millstone  river,  and  to 
have  descended  Trenton  creek  to  the  Dela  '  are, 
and  Stoney  brook  and  Millstone  river,  to  theRari- 
ton.  The  capital,  which  ^\■as  inadequate,  was  not 
paid;  but  their  survey  of  the  intended  route,  has 
shewn  the  practicability  of  a  canal  for  sea  vessels, 
on  a  proper  plan. 

The  distance  from  Brunswick  to  Trenton  is  26 
miles,  and  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way  is  the  «'sand 
hills,"  some  distance  west  of  Brunswick.  These 
may,  it  is  said,  be  avoided  by  a  deviation  which 
would  not  increase  the  distance  more  than  two 
miles;  and  they  may  at  all  events  be  perforated,  as 
has  been  done  by  tlie  turnpike  company,  who  have 
opened  a  road  on  a  straight  line  between  the  two 
towns,  without  having  in  any  place  an  angle  of  as- 
cent of  more  than  three  degrees. 

The  highest  intermediate  ground  between  As- 
sampink and  Stoney  brook,  is  only  fify  feet  above 
tide  water;  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  summit 
level  may  be  taken  seven  feet  lower,  cutting  seven 
miles  through  a  level  meadow,  between  the  conflu 
ence  of  the  Assampink  and  Shippetankin  creeks, 
and  Rowley's  mill,  near  the  confluence  of  Stoney 
brook  and  Millstone  river. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  will  be  drawn,  by 
short  feeders,  from  Philip's  springs,  Trenton|[creek, 
Stoney  brook,  and  Millstone  river,  all  of  which  are 
more  elevated  tlian  the  route  of  the  canal.the  "sand 
hills"  excepted 

^.  The  depth  of  water  at  the  two  extremities  of  the 
canal,  taken  at  low  water,  are  feet  at  Bruns- 

wick, and  ten  feet  at  Lamberton,  one  mile  below 
Trenton. 

The  expenses  may  be  estimated  as  f  dloweth: 

Digging  28  miles,  at  g20,000  per  mile,     560,000 

Lockage,  100  feet,    (probably  less)  at 

S1250  per  foot,  125,000 

Feeders,  purchase  of  lands,  and  water 
rights  115,000 


^800,000 
III.  Delatuare  and  Chesapeal:  ecmul. 

A  compatiy,  incorporated  by  the  states  of  Dela 
ware   and   Maryland,  for   opening  this  canal,  has 
commenced  its  operations,  now  suspended  for  want 
of  funds. 

The  canal  will  commence  at  Welsh  point,  on 
Elk  river,  an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  termi- 
nate at  a  distance  of  22  miles,  on  Christiana  creek, 
a  branch  of  tlie  Delaware.  At  low  water  the  depth 
of  water  in  Christiana  is  nine  feet,  and  in  Klk 
twelve  feet,  within  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
shore.  The  tide  rises  four  feet  in  both  rivers. 
The  canal  might,  without  increasing  the  distance, 
be  conducted  to  New  Castle  on  the  Delaware  itself, 
instead  of  ending  at  Christiana  creek. 

The  highest  intermediate  ground,  over  which  the 
canal  will  be  carried  on  a  level  of  13  miles  in  length, 
is  74  feet  above  tide  water,  the  descent  being  ef- 
fected by  nine  Ir.cks  on  each  side.  The  digging  is 
generally  easy,  no  expensive  aqueducts  or  bridges, 
nor  any  other  obstacles  but  those  wliich  have  al- 
ready been  overcome,  in  digging  tlie feeder  through 
a  very  rocky  soil. 

The  supply  of  water  drawn  from  Elk  river,  by  a 
feeder  six  miles  in  lengtli,  already  completed, 
which  is  itself  a  bo.it  canal  three  and  a  half  feet 
deep,  united  by  a  lock  of  ten  feet  lift  with  the  main 
canal,  is  calculated  to  fill  daily  144  locks;  a  quanti- 
ty sudicient  on  an  average  for  the  caily  passage  of 
r-.ventv-four  vessel?      A.  re«ervior  coveiing  thirty. 


md  which  may  be  increased  to  150  acres,  wi 
supply  occasional  deficiencies:  other  reservoirs  may 
be  added,  and  Christiana  and  White  Clay  creeks 
may  hereafter  be  brought  in  aid  of  Elk  river,  if  the 
supply  should  prove  too  scanty  for  an  increased 
navigation. 

The  canal,  26  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  50  at 
the  top  on  the  water  line,  being  dug  at  the  depth 
of  8  feet,  is  intended  for  vessels  of  40  to  70  tons, 
drawing  7  12  feet  water:  but  the  banks,  twenty 
feet  wide,  for  towing  paths,  and  one  of  which  may 
be  converted  into  a  turnpike  road,  being  raised 
three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  will,  by  in- 
creasing the  height  of  the  lock  gates  one  foot,  ad- 
mit a  depth  of  njr.e  feet  of  water  in  the  canal;  at 
which  depth  it  \Tould  perhaps  be  eligible  to  dig  at 
once.  The  locks,  80  feet  long,  18  feet  wide,  and  8 
(or  9)  feet  deep  over  the  gate  sills,  containing  each 
11,300  to  13,000  cubic  feet  of  water,  and  with  a 
lift  of  8  to  9  feet  each,  will  be  constructed  of  hewn 
stone  laid  in  tarras.  Those  dimensions,  both  of 
the  canal  asd  locks,  recommended  by  Mr.  L.trobe, 
the  engineer  of  tke  canal,  may  be  adopted  Ib  all  the 
other  canals  for  sea  vessels,  on  this  line  of  commu- 
nication. 

The  present  annual  carriage  across  the  peninsu- 
la, which  would  be  drawn  through  the  canal,  is  es- 
timated at  forty  two  thousand  tons,  exclusively  of 
passengers.  Tliis  will  be  greatly  increased  by  the 
facility  which  the  canal  itself  will  afford  to  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  bays,  and 
to  the  conveyance  of  articles  now  carried  through 
other  channels;  or  too  heavy  for  transportation,  at 
the  present  expense  of  carriage.  The  coals  wanted 
for  Pliiladelphia,  and  which  are  brought  down  from 
the  sources  of  tlie  Susquehannah  and  Potomac,  but 
principally  from  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  would 
naturally  pass  through  the  canal,  have  been  alone 
estimated  at  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  tons 
a  year.  The  annual  carriage  of  all  articles  may,  in 
the  present  state  of  populiUion,  be  fairly  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  Uiousand  tons,  and  the  di- 
rect annual  saving  to  the  community  at  300,000 
dollars,  being  at  the  rate  of  2  dollars  a  ton  for  the 
difference  between  land  and  water  carriage  across 
the  peninsula,  after  paying  the  tolls.  'Ihese,  at 
the  rateof  fifiy  cents  a  ton,  will  give  to  the  under- 
takers a  revenue  of  75,000  doilar.s,  leaving,  after  a 
a  deduction  of  10,000  dollar3  for  annual  repairs, 
and  ot  10,000  dolluis  more  for  attendance  and  con- 
tingencies, anelt  income  of  55,000  dollars. 

The  expenses  of  the  whole  work  are  estimated  as 
follows: 

Digging  22  miles,  at  §20,000  a  mile,     §440,000 
18  locks,  at  10,000  each,  180,000 

(The  whole  lockage  being  148  feet, 
would,  at  ^1250  a  foot,  amount  to 
185,000  dollars.)  j,3  o?.mi  -sofii^'ii-. 
Feeder,  (nearly  completed,)  reservoirs, 
lock  at  the  feeder,  purchase  of  water 
rights  and  land,  including  a  debt  of 

dollars  due  by  the  company,     230,000 

S850,000 
The  interest  on  which  sum,  at  6  per  cent,  is 
51,000  dollars. 

Tli2  capital  originally  subsci'ibed  amounted  to 
four  imndred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  two 
tliousand  shares,  of  two  hundred  dollars  each. 
One  haif  of  these  has  been  forfeited  after  a  small 
p;iyment  of  five  dollars  on  each  share.  One  liun- 
dred  thousand  dollars  paid  by  the  other  stock- 
holders, have  been  e.xpended  in  preparatory  mea- 
sures, in  the  purc'iase  of  water  rights,  and  in  dig- 
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ginp  the  feeder,  which  was  considered  as  the  most  j 
difficult  part  of  the  work.  Seven  hundred  and  fif 
ty  thousand  dollars  are  still  wanted  to  complete 
the  work;  of  which  sum,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  is  payable  by  the  stockholders,  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  650,000  dollars,  must  be  drawn  trom 
other  sources. 

IV.  Chesapeake  and  .llbemarle. 
1.  The  shortest  communication  between  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Albemarle  sound,  is  from  North  land- 
ing, at  the  head  of  the  tide  of  North  West  river, 
which  empties  into  Currituck  inlet,  the  eastern- 
most arm  of  Albemarle,  to  either  Kempsville  or 
fJreat  Bridge,  at  the  head  of  the  tide  of  two  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  sn\ith  bvAnch  of  Elizabeth  river, 
which  passing  by  Norfolk,  unites  at  Hampton  roads 
with  James  river  and  the  Chesapeake.  The  dis- 
tance is  stated  at  seven  miles,  and  the  levels  said 
to  be  favorable.  It  is  believed  that  the  principal  rea- 
son why  this  communication  has  net  been  attempt- 
ed, is  a  bar  in  Currituck  inlet,  which  does  not  ad- 
mit the  passage  of  vessels  drawing  five  feet  water. 
2  A  company,  incorporated  by  the  slates  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  for  opening  a  cansil 
through  the  Dismal  swamp,  has  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  work. 

The  canal  extends  22  miles  in  length  from  D?ep 
creek,  a  branch  of  the  south  branch  of  Eli%;ibelh 
river,  7  miles  above  Norfolk,  to  Joyce's  creek,  a 
branch  of  Pasquotank  river,  a  northern  arm  of 
Albemarle  sound.  Vessels  drawing  8  to  9  feet 
water  may  ascend  both  creeks  to  each  extremity  of 
the  canal. 

The  intervening  ground  along  the  eastern  margin 
of  the  Dismal  swamp,  is  almost  level,  tiie  rise  to 
wards  tlie  middle  not  exceeding  two  feet  above  the 
two  extremi  ies,  which  are  only  18  feet  and  9  ir.ch- 
es  above  tide  vater.  'I'he  digging  is  very  easy, 
the  only  ol-s'acles  arise  frum  the  stumps  and  roots 
of  trees,  apd  are  nearly  overcome;  and  a  single 
aqueduct,  or  rather  culvert,  over  a  small  run,  emp- 
tying into  North  West  river,  is  necessary. 

The  swamp  itself  supijlies,  at  the  depth  at  which 
the  canal  is  cut,  the  wuter  whicli  has  heretof  >re 
been  wanteil;  and  a  stifririent  supply  may  be  dr.-iwn 
by  a  feeder  of  three  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  cut 
tlirough  a  perfect  level  from  lake  Drummond,  a 
natural  reservoir  in  the  centre  of  the  swamp,  of  fif- 
teen miles  in  circunifcrenoe,  and  about  six  feet 
higher  than  the  water  in  the  canal. 

The  canal,  as  cut  by  the  corr  pany,  is  24  feet  wide, 
arid  six  feet  deep,  with  one  bank  on  the  west  side 
for  a  towing  puth,  18  feet  broad.  The  whole  dig- 
ging, with  the  excepvion  of  two  miles  which  must  be 
deepened  three  feet,  and  of  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  anotlicr  place  not  entirely  finished,  has  been 
completed.  The  locks  at  the  two  extremities  of 
the  canal  are  not  built;  but  two  have  been  erecied 
at  some  distance  from  each  extremity,  probably  in 
order  to  save  some  digging  in  the  intervening 
space:  they  are  made  of  square  juniper  logs,  and 
have  cost  only  three  hundred  dollars  each. 

The  expense  of  digging  has  not  exceeded  4,000 
dollars  a  mile;  the  whole  capital  exnended,  amo  ins 
to  one  hundred  thousund  dollars,  >f  whir.h  the  state 
of  Virginia  has  furnlsJied  17,500;  and  it  is  staled 
that  the  whole  work  may  be  completed  in  one  year, 
and  will  not,  including  the  locks  and  the  paymen 
of  some  debts  contracted  by  the  company,  exceed 
25,000  dollars.  But  the  canal,  which  by  the  origi- 
nal act  of  incorporation  was  to  be  32  feet  wide,  and 
8  feet  deep,  can  on  its  present  plan  be  considered 
oflly  as  a  ioca'  object,  the  principal  uti-itv  o''  \'  ch 
consists  in  bringing  to  market  t!ie  other  tiseless 


lumber  of  the  swamp.  The  only  boats  which 
navigate  it  are  flats,  forty  feet  long,  six  feet  wide, 
drawing  two  feet  of  water  and  carrying  eight  thou- 
sand shingles. 

It  must,  in  order  to  become  a  national  object,  be 
capable  of  receiving  the  vessels  which  navigate  Al- 
bemarle sound,  and  for  that  pupose  be  restored  to 
its  first  intended  dimensions,  or  rather  be  widened 
and  deepened,  on  the  plan  adopted  for  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  canal.  The  expense  would  be 
as  follows: 

Digging,  deepening  to  8  feet,  preserv- 
ing the  same  level  the  whole  way, 
and  widening  to  a  proper  breadth, 
22  miles,  at  8,000  dollars  a  mile,       §176,000 
Four  stone  locks  at  g  10,000,  40,00P 

Feeder  to  lake  Drummond,  aquedupt 

and  contingencies,  34,000 


S250,00O 

3.  The  last  mentic^ied  canal  is  in  tjie  most  di- 
rect line  of  the  communication  through  Albemarle 
to  Pumtico  sound,  and  the  adjacent  southern 
sounds.  It  has  been  objected,  that  the  navigati<M» 
of  Pasquotank  river  was  intricate,  and  that  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  open  a  communication 
with  Chowan  river,  which  passing  by  Edenton,  and 
then  uniting  with  the  Roanoke,  forms  Albemarle 
sound. 

A  company  was  incorporated  for  that  purpose; 
but  the  Cf'pital  was  not  filled,  and  no  other  opera- 
tion performed,  b^it  surveying  the  ground.  The 
intended  canal  on  that  route,  would  commence  at 
Suffolk,  on  Nansemond  river,  which  empties  into 
Jam'  s  rjver,  a  few  miles  above,  and  west  of  the 
mouth  of  Elizabeth  river;  and  passing  along  tlie 
western  martrin  of  the  Dismal  swamp,  would  reach, 
a*  a  computed  distance  of  thirty  miles.  Gates'  court 
house  on  B-  i.met's  creek,  a  branch  of  Chowan  river,, 
which  vessels  drawing  ten  feet  of  water  may  ascend 
to  that  spot. 

The  highest  intermediate  ground  is  28  feet 
above  tide  water,  snd  consequently  higher  than  the 
SMrf.ice  of  lake  Drummond.  But  Benn£t's  creek 
and  Carripeake  swamp  were  considered  as  aflford- 
ing  a  sufficient  supply  of  water.  Should  this  prove 
adequate,  the  principal  objection  to  this  route 
will  be,  tliat  the  canal  tands  at  Suffolk  instead  of 
Norfolk.  This  consideration,  and  the  capital  al- 
ready expended  on  the  banal  from  Elizabeth  river 
to  Pasquotank,  seem  to  give  a  preference  to  this 
course.  To  which  may  be  added,  that  if  it  be 
preferable  to  strike  the  watecs  of  Chowan  river,  a 
lateral  can.d  may  be  hereafter  opened,  along  the 
souihern  margin  of  the  Dismal  swamp,  from  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Eli-zabetji  and  Pasquo- 
tajik  canal,  to  Bennet's  creek  or  Edenton.  Whate- 
ver route  may,  after  a  critical  examination  of  the 
ground,  be  thought  the  most  eligible,  the  opening 
of  this  communication  will  be  more  easy  and  less 
expensive  tlian  either  of  the  three  northern  canals. 

The  following  table  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
distance  to  be  cut  on  the  whole  line,  and  of  the 
esii-HHted  exnense. 


CANlVLS. 


Massachusetts 
J  New-Jersey 
Drlaware  K     7 
Chesapeake     5 
Ch,-sai>e:ike  &^ 
At  i;e  marie       > 


DIRECTION. 


Weymouth  to  Taunton 
BrunswioU  to  Trenton 

Christiana  to  Elk 
£i>z. '  t .  to  Pasquotank 


Total. 


Dist. 

Mileti 


2« 
2S 

22 

22 

98 


Lock- 

Feet. 


260 
100 

1-13 
40 

S-iS 


E^p^nse 

Dolls. 


1,250,000 
800,000 

850,00(1 
250,00.0 

l.O5O,00C 


14 


NILES'  REGISTER— AUGUST  29,  IfiiS— ROABS^AND  CANALS. 


COM.MXJNICATIOJJS   BETWKEN  THE  ATLANTIC  ASD  WES- 
TERN  WATERS. 

The  Apa'achian  mountains,  to  use  an  ancient 
ffeaeric  denotniiiatio,  exiend  in  a  direction  west 
of  soulh,  from  the  42d  to  the  34lh  dci^ree  of  north 
latitude,  approaching  the  sea,  and  even  wasiied 
by  the  tide  in  the  state  of  New-Y'nk,  and  tlience, 
in  their  southerly  course,  g^radually  receding  from 
tlie  sea  shore.  Viewed  as  a  whole,  their  breadth 
may  be  estimatted  at  110  miles,  and  they  consist  of 
a  succession  of  parallel  ridges,  following  nearly 
the  direction  of  the  sea  coast,  irregularly  inter- 
sected by  rivers,  and  divided  by  narrow  vallies. — 
The  ridge  which  divides  the  A'lantic  rivers  from 
the  western  waters,  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  Alleghany,  preserves  throughout  a  nearly  equal 
distance  of  250  miles  from  the  A'lantic  ocean,  and 
a  nearly  uniform  elevation  of  3,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea. 

Those  mountains  may,  however,  he  perhaps 
considered  as  consisting  of  two  principal  chains: 
between  these  lies  the  fertile  lime-stone  valley, 
which,  although  occasionally  interrupted  by  trans- 
versal ridges,  and  in  one  place,  by  the  dividing  of 
Alleghany  ridge,  may  be  traced  from  Newburgb 
and  Esopus,  on  the  IJudson  river,  to  Knoxvilie,  on 
tlie  Tennessee. 

The  eastern  and  narrowest  chain  is  the  Blue 
Tlidge  of  Virginia,  which  in  its  north  east  course 
traverses,  under  various  names,  the  states  of  Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania,  and  New-Jersey,  forms  the  high 
laeids  brokeii  at  West  Point  by  the  tide  of  llie 
Hiuhson,  and  then  uniting  with  the  Green  moun- 
tains, assumes  a  northerly  direction,  and  divides 
the  waters  of  the  Hudson  and  of  lake  Champlain, 
iVom  those  of  Connecticut  river.  On  the  borders 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  the  Blue  llidge  is 
united  by  an  inferior  mountain,  with  the  great 
western  chain,  and  thence,  to  its  southern  extre- 
mity, becomes  the  principal  or  dividing  mountain, 
discharging  eastwardly  the  rivers  Roanoke,  Pedee, 
Santee,  and  Savannah,  into  the  Atlantic  ocean; 
southwardly  the  Chatahouchee  and  the  Alabama, 
into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  westwardly  the  New 
river  and  the  Tennessee.  The  New  river,  taking  a 
nortliwardly  course,  breaks  through  all  the  ridges 
of  the  great  western  chain,  and  at  a  short  distance 
beyond  it,  unites  under  tbenatiie  of  Kanhawa,  with 
the  Ohio.  T!ie  Tennessee  pursues,  at  first,  a  south- 
west direction  between  the  two  chains,  until  hav- 
ing reached,  and  in  a  westwardly  course  turned,  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  great  western  chain,  it 
assumes  a  northwardly  direction,  and  joins  its  wa- 
ters with  those  of  the  Ohio,  a  few  miles  above  the 
confluence  of  that  river  with  the  Mississippi. 

The  western  chain,  much  broader,  and  generally 
more  elevated,  is  known  under  the  names  of  Cum- 
berland and  Gauley  mountains,  from  its  southern 
extremity,  near  the  great  bend  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  until  it  becomes,  in  Virginia,  the  principal  or 
dividing  mountain.  Thence  in  itsnorthernly  Cuurse, 
towards  the  state  of  New  York,  it  discharges  west- 
wardly the  Green  Briar  river,  which,  by  its  junc- 
tion with  the  New  river,  forms  the  Kanhawa,  and 
the  rivers  Monongahela  and  Alleghany,  which, 
from  their  confluence  at  Pittsburg,  assume  the 
name  of  Ohio.  Eastwardly  it  pours  into  the  At 
iamic  ocein,  James  river,  the  Potomac,  and  the 
Susquehannah.  From  the  northernmost  and  less 
elevated  spurs  of  tlie  chain,  the  Gennessee  flows 
into  the  lake  Ontario;  and  in  that  quarter  the  nor- 
therly branches  of  tlie  Susquehanna  seem  to  take 
their 'source  from  amongst  iiiferior  ridges;  and,  in 
their  course  to  the  Chesapeake,'  to  break  through 


all  the  mountains.  Fi-om  the  Susquehanna-,  the 
principal  chain  assumes  a  more  eastwardly  direc- 
tion, and  washed  on  the  north  bv  the  lateral  valley 
of  the  river  M^whawk,  whilst  it  gives  rise  south- 
wardly to  the  Delaware,  it  terminates  under  the 
name  of  Ca  skill  mountain,  in  view  of  the  tidewa- 
ter of  (he  Hudsan. 

This  descriptirm  has  been  introduced  for  the 
double  purpose  of  pointing  out  all  the  rivers  which 
can  afi^"()rd  the  means  of  communication,  and  of 
sliewing  the  impi  acticability,  in  the  present  s*3te 
of  science,  of  effecting  a  canal  navigation  across 
the  mountains. 

The  mostelevatef'  lock  canal,  of  w])ich  a  correct 
description  has  been  given,  is  that  of  Langiiedoc, 
and  the  highest  ground  over  wh.ich  it  is  carried,  is 
only  six  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.     I'  is  not  be- 
lieved that  any  caml  has  been    undertaken,    or  at 
least  completed  in  England,  of  an  ele\'ation  exceed- 
in;?  430  feet  above  the  waters   united  by   it.     The 
Alleghany  mountain  is  generallv,  and  from  obser- 
vations made  in  several  places^  about  3.000   feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.     The  precise  height  of 
the  dividing  ridge  was  ascertained  by  the  commis- 
sioners,  who  laid  out  the  United  States  road  from 
Cumberland  on  the-  Potomac  to  Brownsville  on  the 
Monongahela,  at  2,260  above  the  first,  and  at  2,150 
feet  above  the  last  river.     Cumberland,   from  the 
levels  taken  by  the  Potomac  company,  is  itself  735 
feet  above  tide    water.     Although  some  more  ad- 
vantageous and  less  elevated  places  may  be  found, 
particularly  amongst  the  ridges  which  divide  some 
of  the  upper    branches  of  Mie  Susquehannah  from 
the  corresponding  streams  emptying  into  the  river 
Alleghany,  there  is  none    wliich  is  not  of  an  eleva- 
tion miich  beyond  what  has  ever  been  overcome  by 
canals  in  any  other  country.     The  impracticability 
arises  from  the  principle  of  lock  navigation,  which' 
in  order  to  effect  the  ascent,  requires  a  greater 
supply  of  water   m  proportion  to  the  height  to  be 
a.scended,  whilst  the  supply  of  water  becomes  less 
in  the   same  proportion.     Nor   does   the  chain  of 
mountains  through  the   whole  extent,  where  it  di- 
vides the  Atlantic  from  the  western  rivers,  afford 
a  single  pond,  lake  or  natural  reservoir.     It  may  be 
added,  as  a  general  feature  of  American  geography, 
that  except  in  the  swamps  along  the  southern  sea- 
coast,  no  lake  is  to  be   found  in  the  United  States, 
south  of  41  degrees  north  latitude;  and  that  almost 
every  river,  north  of  42  degrees,  issues  from  a  lake 
or  pond. 

The  works  necessary,  !n  order  to  facilitate  the 
commimications  from  the  sea  ports  across  the 
mountains  to  the  westprn  water.s,  must  therefore 
consist  either  of  artificial  roads,  extending  the 
whole  way  from  tide  water,  to  the  nearest  and 
most  convenient  navigable  western  waters;  or  of 
improvements  in  the  navigation  of  the  leading  At- 
lantic rivers,  to  the  highest  practicable  points,  con- 
nected by  artificial  roads  across  the  mountains  with 
the  nearest  points,  from  which  a  permanent  navi- 
gation can  be  relied  on,  down  the  wertern  rivers. 

The  principal  considerations  in  selecting  proper 
directions  for  those  communications  are,  the  dis- 
tance from  the  navigable  western  water?,  both  to 
tide  water,  and  to  the  nearest  navigable  Atlantic 
river,  and  the  extent  of  navigation,  either  natural 
or  susceptible  of  improvement,  which  may  he  af- 
forded by  the  rivers.  Distance  alone  is  mentioned, 
so  far  as  relates  to  roads,  because  the  mountains, 
however  insuperable  for  canals,  offer  no  important 
impedimen!  to  land  com'T>unications.  So  far  fmm 
being  an  irsurtnnuntable  barrier  to  commercial  in- 
tercourse, between  the  two  great  sectipns  of  the 
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union,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  those  mountains 
may  almost  in  every  direction  be  crossed  by  artifi- 
cial roads,  as  permanent,  as  easy  and  less  expen- 
sive, than  similar  works  in  the  lower  country.  For 
conj,'ress  having,  contrary  to  current  opinion,  di- 
rected that  the  road  from  Cumberland  to  Browns> 
ville  should  be  laid  out  so  that  its  ascent  should 
not  in  any  place  exceed  an  angle  of  five  degrees 
with  the  horizon,  no  diflicuUy  has  been  expenen- 
ce<l  in  pfft-cting  Uie  object  without  cutting  through 
hills,  and  although  the  road,  thus  laid  out,  be  m  a 
distance  of  72  miles,  two  or  three  miles  shorter 
than  that  heretofore  in  use. 

Although    the  distance  from  the  sea  to  the  prin- 
cipal  dividing  moun.ain,  through  its  whole  length, 
between  the  western  s.urces  of  the  Susquehaniiah, 
and  those  of  the  Savannah,  be  nearly  the  same,  yet 
tiie  Atlantic  bays,  penetrating  the  coast  at  dilTerent 
depths,  and  in    ditierent  directions,   the  distances 
from  the  sea  ports  to  the  nearest  western  navigable 
waters,  vary  considerably.     T^ken  in  straight  lines 
from  each  port  to  the  nearest  branch,  beyond  all 
the  mountains,  of  each  of  the   four  great  western 
rivers,  they  may  be  stated  as  follows: 
From  Philadelphia  to  the  conlluence  of 
Conemaugh  and  L"iy"lh.annon, 
branches  of  the  JllLeghany,  • 
from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the  con- 
fluence  of  the  rivers   Monongahela 

and  Cheat, 

From  Richmond  to  Morris's,  on  the 
Xanhuiua,  below  all  the  falls  of  that 
river,  -         -         -         • 

Prom  Savannah  or  Charleston  to  any  na- 
vigable branch  of  Tennessee,  the  dis- 
tance exceeds  .  .  .  .  ■ 
The  distance  from  the  same  western  points,  to 
the  upper  navigation  of  the  corresponding  Atlantic 
rivers,  cannot  be  stated  with  precision,  as  the  up- 
per points  to  which  the  navigation  of  those  rivers 
may  be  improved,  is  not  yet  ascertained.  The 
shortest  portage  between  the  waters  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  those  of  the  Monongahela,  in  their  natu- 
ral state,  from  West  Port  on  the  Potomac,  to 
Cheat  river  below  the  falls,  is  about  fifty  miles  in  a 
straiglit  line.  But  in  order  to  secure  a  tolerble  na- 
vigation, particularly  on  the  Potomac,  the  route 
from  Cumberland  to  Brownt:viile,  (lied  Stone  old 
fort)  has  been  preferred^  and  the  distance  by  the 
road  lately  laid  out  is  72  miles.  The  port'ige  be 
tween  the  North  fo 'k  of  the  .tuni.ila,  a  branch  ot 
the  Susquehannah,  and  the  corresponding  waters  of 
the  river  Alleghany,  is  somewhat  shorter.  That 
between  Puttonborough,  on  .James  river,  and  the 
falls  of  the  Kanhawa,  exceeds  one  hundred  miles 
The  most  prominent,  thotigh  not  perhaps  the 
most  irwuperable  obstacle  in  the  navigntion  of  the 
Atlantic  rivers,  consists  in  their  lower  falls,  which 
are  ascribed  to  a  presumed  continuous  granite 
ridge,  rising  about  130  tef  t  above  tide  water.  That 
ridge,  from  New  York  to  Jumes  river,  inclusively, 
arrests  the  ascent  of  tive  tide;  the  falls  of  evei  y 
river  within  tiiat  space  being  precisely  at  tlie  head 
of  the  tide.  Pursuing  thence  soutliwarjly  a  di- 
rection nearly  parallel  to  the  mountains,  it  recedes 
from  the  sea,  leaving  in  each  southern  river,  an  ex- 
tent of  good  navigation  between  the  .ide  and  the 
falls.  Other  fidls  of  less  magnitude  are  foiuid  at 
the  gaps  of  tlie  Blue  Ridge,  through  which  the 
rivers  have  forced  their  passage.  Higher  up  the 
rapidity  of  the  northern  rivers,  which  peuetratp 
througli  the  inferior  ridges  of  the  great  western 
cTliain,  increases  as  they  appro.tch  Ui  daviUingor 
Alleghany  wniwntoin;  and  vheir  seurces  being  near- 


ly at  the  same  elevation,  their  rapidity  Increases 
in  proportion  to  the  shortness  of  their  cotirse.  For 
that  reason  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehannah, 
above  the  Blue  Ridge,  is  better  than  that  of  the 
Potomac,  which  afl'ords,  as  has  been  stated,  the 
sho!*test  communication  from  tide  water  to  the 
nearest  western  river.  The  levels  of  the  last  men- 
tioned river  having  been  taken  by  tlie  Potomac 
company,  the  genet-al  result  is  annexed,  as  giving 
a  more  correct  idea  of  the  navigation  of  the  Atlan- 
tic rivers,  than  could  be  conveyed  in  any  other  man- 
ner. 


From  the  mouth  of  Savage  rivev, 

down  lo  CumlKfrland, 
Tliencc  to  tlie  Blue  Ridge, 
Harpti's     I'eriy,     or    Sheuandoe 

FaUs, 
Tlieiice  to  Great  Falls, 
Gicat   and    Little   FallS;   to   tide 

v.atcr, 

.  Total, 


Distance. 

MHen. 

130  1-2 
\    5  1-2 

40 
]l2 


21Q 


Fall. 

Feet. 

445 

490 

43 

39 
14:3 

1,160 


Rate  of  Falf. 
Feet  I"-  mite 


14  1-2 

4 


Tne  papers  marked  (C.)  contain  the  information 
which  has  been  collected  respecting  tlje  works  ex- 
ecuted or  contemplated  on  the  great  rivers  already 
enumerated.  It  has  not  been  understood  that  any 
improvements  of  importance  has  been  yet  attempt- 
ed on  the  Savannah  and  Pedee,  nor  on  any  of  the 
tributary  streams  of  the  Ohio;  and  the  commHuica- 
tions  received  under  this  head,  relate  only  to  the 
Santee,  Roanoke,  James  river,  Potomac,  Susque- 
hannah and  Ohio. 

I.  Sail  tee. 

The  Santee  or  Catawba,  is  said  to  be  occasional- 
ly navigable  fiir  near  300  miles,  as  high  up  as  Mor- 
gantown,  in  North  Carolina.  Two  companies  have 
been  incorporated  by  that  state,  and  that  of  South 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  im,;!  oving  its  naviga- 
tion. The  lower  falls  are  above  Camden  and  not 
far  from  the  arsenal  of  the  United  States  at  Mount 
Rock.  A  canal  had  deen  commenced  there,  but 
either  fi-om  w;,nt  of  success  in  the  commencement, 
or  from  want  of  funds,  the  work  appears  to  be  sus- 
pended. The  market  for  the  produce  brought 
down  that  river  is  Ciiarlesto-i;  and  the  river  boats 
were  obliged  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  enter  the 
sea,  and  to  reach  that  port  by  a  navigation  along 
lie  sea  sliore,  for  whicli  they  were  not  calculated. 
To  remedy  that  inconvenience,  and  to  ensure  a. 
permanent  navigation,  a  canal  has  been  opened  by 
another  company,  uniting  the  Santee  witli  Cooper 
river,  wliich  empties  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

Tiie  distance  between  the  pohits  united,  is  22 
miles;  the  highest  intervening  ground  was  52  feet 
above  Santee,  and  85  feet  above  the  river  Cooper; 
uut  it  has  been  reduced  17  feet  by  digging;  the 
descent  to  Santee  being  35  feet,  effected  by  four 
locks,  and  that  to  Cooper  63  feet,  effected  by  nine 
locks 

The  principal  supply  of  water  is  afforded  by 
springs  arising  from  the  marshy  ground  at  the  bot- 
lom  of  the  canal,  and  by  several  drains  which  col- 
lect and  bring  from  an  adjacent  swamp  tlie  sources 
of  the  river  Cooper.  The  quantity  is  said  to  be  sel- 
dom deficient;  yet  a  steam  engine  has  been  contem- 
plated as  perhaps  neces  ary  in  orde  r  to  raise  froiu 
the  Santee  an  adequ  tte  supply. 

The  canal  was  carried  ovet  some  small  streams 
by  means  of  aqueducts;  inconsiderable  ravines  have 
been  filled,  and  ihe  ground  was  dug  in  some  places 
10  the  denih  of  15  feet,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
level  But  it  appears  that  the  roots  of  trees  were 
the  c^reat^'st  obt.tuc!e  enccr.n  ercil.  in  dig«ring   the 
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canal.  lis  breadth  is  20  feet  at  the  bottom,  and 
35  feel  at  top:  the  depth  of  water  is  4  feet;  and 
it  admits  boats  of  20  Ions.  The  locks,  made  of 
brick,  faced  with  marble,  are  60  feet  long  and  10 
feet  wide. 

Thp  capital  expended  is  stated  at  650,667  dol- 
lars, including'  sixty  negroes  and  some  tracts  of 
lafsd  belonging  to  the  company.  The  canal  has 
been  completed  six  years;  the  annual  tolls  had 
never  exceeded  13,000  dollars  before  the  year 
180r,  and  the  annual  expenses  are  stated  at  7,000 
dollars.  The  want  of  success  in  this  undertaking, 
which,  though  completed,  is  very  unprofitable,  may 
be  ascribed  to  several  causes.  The  expense, compar- 
ed with  the  work,  is  much  greater  than  might  hav;- 
been  expected,  and  probably  than  was  necessary. 
The  locks  are  too  small  for^  large  boats,  which  are 
therefore  obliged  to  pursue  the  former  route  down 
the  Sanlee,  and  by  sea  to  Cliarlesion;  and  want  of 
\vaier  is  alledged  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  tlie 
size  of  the  locks.  But  a  canal  in  that  situation 
cannot  in  America  be  profilable,  unless  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  main  river,  with  which  it  communicates, 
js  rendered  safe  and  permanent;  and  whenever  that 
of  the  Santee  itself  shall  hare  been  improved,  the 
titility  and  profits  of  tjie  canal  will  be  considerably 
increased. 

II.    T/ir  la-ver  or  great  falls  of  Roanoke 

Consists  in  a  succession  of  .--apids,  which  in  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  miles  have  a  fall  of  ninety  three  feet. 
This  obstruction  is  such  that  "Imost  all  the  tobac- 
co of  that  river  is  transported  by  land  to  I'eters- 
burgh,  on  the  Appomatox  branch  of  James  river. 
A  cannl  has  been  contemplated  from  the  upper 
end  of  the  falls  to  Murfreesborough,  situated  on 
the  tide  water  of  a  branch  of  Chowan  river,  25  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  B^'unet's  creek,  which  has  been 
before  mentioned  as  on^;  of  the  lines  of  communica- 
tion between  Albemarle  sound  and  the  Chesapeake. 
The  level  is  said  to  be  favorable,  without  any  ob- 
structions or  vallies  in  the  way.  The  distance  is 
38  miles,  and  the  expense  of  a  small  canal  for  boats, 
drawing  two  feet  and  a  l*alf  of  water,  may  be  esti- 
mated as  folioweth; 

Digging  38  miles,  at  S6,000  a  mile,       §223,000 

Lockage  93  feet,  at  g800  a  foot,  74,400 

'  Feeder,  land,  Sic.  47,600 


§350.000 
The  capital  for  this  canal  has  never  been  subscrib- 
ed,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be 
practicable  to  open  one  to  Pelersburgh.  It  is  not 
believed  that  any  hills  intervene  in  that  course; 
and  the  greatest  obstacle  will.be  found  in  crossing' 
tlie  branches  of  Chowan  river. 

III.  James  n'trr, 
A  company,  incorporated  by  the  state  of  Virginia, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
generally,  has  removed  some  obsliuctions  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  river,  and  is  bound  by  tlie  char- 
ter to  render  it  so  far  navigable  th.it  there  may 
never  be  less  than  12  inches  of  water  over  any  of 
the  shoals  or  rapids,  from  tlie  upper  end  of  the 
lower  dr  great  falls  to  Pattonborough,  a  distance 
of  220  miles.  The  natural  navigation  of  the  river 
tiirough  that  extent  is  considered  as  better  than 
thut  of  any  other  Ailantlc  river  above  the  falls. 

A  communication  lias  been  opened  by  the  compa- 
ny from  Wesiham,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  great 
fills,  to  Shockoe  hill, ill  the  city  ofliichmond,  in  the 
folliMviiig  manner:  Tne  water  is  drawn  at  \Vestli;tm 
from  the  river  imoa  canal  200  yards  in  length,  at 
Itie  end  of  wiiich,  boats,  decending  34  feet  tlirough 
vhree  locks,  reenter  the  river;  and,  after  using  its 


natural  navigation  three  miles,  are  brougb',  by  e 
canal,  three  mites  and  a  half  in  length,  to  a  bason 
on  Shockoe  hill,  where  the  navig.ation  ten^.inates. 

That  bason  is  80  feet  above  tide  water,  and  one 
mde  and  a  half  from  Rockets,  the  port  of  Rich- 
mond. The  whole  fall  from  the  upper  end  of  the 
canal  at  Westham  to  the  bason,  m%y  be  stated  at 
48  feet,  and  the  distance  at  six  miles  and  a  half.— 
The  canal  is  25  feet  v/ide,  and  admits  boats  of 
e-ght  tons,  drawing  three  feet  of  water.  The  locks 
80  feet  long,  and  16  feet  wide,  are  of  solid  nsasonry; 
but  the  cement  is  defective.  Three  aqueducts 
have  been  throM'n  across  valleys  intervening  in  the 
course  of  the  canal;  and  some  difficult  digging 
was  necessary  on  the  side  of  hills,  and  through 
ledges  of  rocks. 

The  canal,  according  to  the  charter,  was  intended 
to  have  been  brought  down  to  tide  water.  The 
performance  of  that  condition  is  now  suspended  bv 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and  there 
seems  (o  be  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  on 
that  subject.  In  a  national  point  of  view,  the  plan 
which  will,  at  the  least  expense,  put  coals  on  board 
vessels  lying  at  Rockets,  deserves  the  preference. 
For  coal  is  in  r.o  other  part  of  the  United  States 
found  in  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  tide  water.  At 
present  the  expense  of  transportation  by  the  canal 
is  already  reduced  to  one  third  of  the  land  carriage. 

The  original  capital  of  the  company  amounted  to 
140,000  dollar?^  of  which  the  state  of  Virginia  owns 
fifty  thousand;  and  91,000  dollars  arising  from  the 
proceeds  of  tolls,  had  before  the  1st  January,  1805, 
been  applied  to  the  work,  making  together  an  ex- 
penditure of  231,000  dollars.  The  annual  tolls 
raised  on  fourteen  thousand  tons  of  coinitry  pro- 
duce, and  on  two  thousand  coal  boats,  have  amount- 
ed to  16,750  dollars;  and  the  annual  repairs  and  ex- 
penses are  estimated  at  5000  dollars.  But  as  the 
company  draw  also  a  revenue  from  the  rent  of 
water,  applied  to  mills  and  other  water  works 
erected  along  the  canal,  they  have  been  able  in 
some  years  to  make  dividends  of  16,800  dollars, 
being  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  original 
capital,  but  of  only  seven  per  cent,  if  calculated  on 
the  sum  of  244,000  dollars,  the  amount  of  capital 
expended,  and  interest  accrued  before  any  dividend 
was  made. 

IV.  Potomac. 

The  company  incorporated  by  the  states  of  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia,  for  improving  the  navigation 
of  that  river,  has  executed  the  following  works: 

1.  At  a  distance  of  12  miles  above  the  head  of  the 
tide,  which  ascends  about  three  miles  above  the  city 
of  Wishington,  the  river  is  143  feet  higher  than 
tide  water.  At  that  place,  designated  by  the  name 
of  Great  fulls,  the  boats,  passing  tlirough  a  canal 
one  mile  in  length,  six  feet  deep,  and  25  feet 
wide,  desce.nd  76  feet  by  five  locks,  100  feet  long, 
and  12  feet  wide  each,  and,  re  entering  the  river, 
follow  its  natural  bed  eight  miles  and  a  half.  Ano- 
ther canal,  of  the  same  dimensions,  and  two  miles 
and  a  half  in  length,  brings  them  then  through 
three  locks,  and,  by  a  descent  of  37  feet,  to  tide 
water.  This  last  tall  is  distinguislied  by  the  name  of 
Little  falls.  The  two  lower  locks  of  the  Great  falls, 
excavated  cut  of  the  solid  rock,  have  each  a  lift 
of  18  feet:  the  three  upper  locks,  of  solid  masonry, 
are  of  of  unequal  heighi,  and  have  to.geiher  a  lift  of 
forty  fee'.  The  tjiree  locks  of  the  Little  falls  are 
each  100  feet  in  length  and  18  feet  wide.  The 
bread sii  is  unnecessary,  and  consumes  loo  much 
wa  ei',  a  defect  which  may  be  remedied  when  stone 
locks  Will  be  substituted  for  those  now  in  use, 
which,  being  of  wood,  will  .soon  be  decayed. 
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Three  other  canals,  without  locks,  have  been 
opened  around  three  distinct  falls;  the  principal  at 
the  Siienandoe  falls,  below  H:vrper's  ferry,  and  at 
the  place  where  the  Potomac  breaks  through  the 
Klue  Ridge,  is  one  mile  in  Icngtli  around  a  f.Jl  of 
fifteen  feet.  Between  this  and  the  Great  falls  ano- 
ther canal,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  is 
opened  around  the  S^ieca  falls.  The  third,  50  yards 
in  length,  has  been  cut  around  Houre's  falls,  five 
miles  above  the  Shenundoe  falls.  Abovethis  placf, 
the  navigation  has  been  improved  by  deepening 
occasionally  tliech.annel,  raising  the  water  in  shal- 
low places  by  small  dams,  and  opening  sluices 
along  the  shore.  It  is  believed  that  by  multiplying 
the  number  of  those  low  dams,  by  throwing 
the  channel  along  the  shore,  and,  when  necessa- 
ry, opening  canals,  with  or  without  locks,  amund 
the  principal  rapids,  the  navigation  may  be  improv- 
ed,  perhaps  as  high  up  as  Cumberland,  188  miles 
above  tide  water,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render 
the  river  passable  for  boat.?  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  And  if  this  be  found  practic.iMe  on  the  Va- 
tomac,  whicli  is  the  most  rapid  of  the  great  Atlan- 
tic rivers,  the  same  improvements  may  with  greater 
facility  be  effected  on  any  of  the  others.  Jt  will 
be  indispensable,  in  order  to  attain  that  object  on 
the  Potomac,  that  additional  canals,  with  locks, 
should  be  opened  at  the  Shenandoeor  Blue  llidge 
falls,  which  as  has  already  been  stated,  fall  43  feet, 
in  the  distance  of  five  miles. 

2.  The  Shenandoe,  a  river  nearly  as  large  as  the 
Potomac  itself,  after  a  course  of  250  miles  through 
the  Great  Limestone  valley,  unites  its  waters  with 
those  of  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  ferry,  just  above 
the  Blue  Ridge.  From  Port  Republic  till  .vithin 
eight  miles  of  the  Potomac,  a  distance  of  near  200 
miles,  it  affords  a  good  navigation,  the  fall  of  the 
river  being  at  the  rate  of  less  than  two  feet  a  mile. 
In  the  last  eight  miles  it  falls  eighty  feet  and  was 
impassable  before  the  imjM'ovements  completed  last 
year  by  the  Potomac  company.  Six  diil'erent  ca- 
nals, 20  feet  wide,  four  feet  and  a  half  deep,  and 
extending  altogether  2100  yards,  have  been  opened 
round  the  most  difficult  falls.  Through  those, 
and  five  stone  locks,  100  feel  long  and  12  feet 
wide  eacli,  and  effecting  together  a  descent  of 
near  fifty  feet,  the  comniunicution  is  now  opened, 
and  will  render  the  undertaking  niucli  more  pro- 
ductive  than  heretof{M-e.  Tlie  wati-r  in  those  ca- 
nals aind  locks,  as  well  aiJ  in  those  executed  on  the 
Votomac,  is  luiiformly  supplied  by  the  river  itself. 

'1  he  capital  originally  subscribed  amounted  to 
311,560  dollars,  divided  into  701  .shares;  of  which 
the  .state  of  Maryland  owns  220,  and  the  state  of 
Virginia  seventy.  The  total  amount  expended,  in- 
cluding an  additional  payment  received  fro.i.  late 
^rubscribers,  38,0UO  dollars  arising  from  tolls  which 
have  been  applied  to  the  work,  and  a  debt  of  about 
67,000  dollars  contracted  by  tijie  company,  amounts 
to  444,652  dollars.  The  annual  tolls  raised  on 
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eigh*^  ihouaaiiil  tons  of  sundry  articles,  vulued  at 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  have  not,  before 
the  opening  of  tlie  Shenandoe,  e.xccedcd  15,0C0 
dollars;  and  the  annual  expenses  and  repiilre  are 
stated  at  5,000  dollars. 

One  hundred  shares  of  145;.  sterling  each,  remain 
open  for  subscription. 

V.  Susquehannah. 

This  river  has  no  perpendicular  or  a'togethiir 
impassable  falls:  but  from  the  head  of '.he  tide  up 
to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  a  distance  often  miles,  the 
navigation  is  impeded  by  asucce^pion  of  dangeroa.s 
rapids,  and  these,  though  occasionally  sejiarated 
by  sheets  of  smooth  water,  coaiinup40  miles  high- 
er up,  at  least  as  far  up  as  Columbia;  the  whole 
fall  from  this  place,  to  the  head  of  the  tide,  be- 
ing  estimated  at  about  140  feet.  The  navigation 
through  that  distance,  at  all  times  dangerous,  is 
pricticable  only  during  the  high  freshets,  when 
rafts  and  flat  boitomed  boats,  80  ff  et  long  and  17 
feet  wide,  may  descend  from  the  several  widely  ex- 
tended upper  branches  of  the  river.  Less  danger- 
ous fjUs  are  fuur.d  at  the  place  where  it  breaks 
through  the  Blue  Ridge;  above  wIucU  the  natural 
navigation  from  Mi-idletowo  upwards,  whether  up 
the  Juniati,  the  West  branch,  or  the  East  branch, 
is  much  better  than  that  of  the  Potomac,  and  ha.-? 
been  improved  in  several  places  at  the  expense  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  A  can.il,  one  mile  long, 
and  four  feet  deep,  with  two  brick  locks,  has  also 
been  opened  around  tlie  Conewago  falls,  in  the  gap 
of  the  Blue  Kidge,  fourteen  thousand  dollars  having 
been  paid  fjr  that  object  by  the  same  state.  Its 
entrance  is  difficult,  and  it  is  used  for  water  works, 
being  free  for  navigation,  though  private  property. 
From  Columbia  down  to  the  Maryland  line,  consi- 
derable improvements  in  the  bed  of  the  river  have 
also  been  made  at  the  expense  of  the  two  states, 
and  the  descending  navigation  has  on  the  whole 
been  improved:  but  few  bouts  ever  attempt  to  as- 
cend. Nor  is  it  believed  that  the  natural  advan- 
tages  of  th;-  most  considerable  Atlantic  river  will 
ever  be  fully  enjoyed,  until  a  canal  shall  hare  been 
opened  the  whole  way  from  Columbia,  either  to 
tide  water,  or  lo  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
canal. 

A  company,  incorporated  by  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, for  opening  a  canal  around  the  falls,  in  tlwtt 
part  of  the  river  which  extends  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania  Jinejlto  tide  water,  has  completed  tliat  part 
of  the  woik,  the  utility  of  which  is  but  very  par- 
tially felt,  whilst  the  bed  of  tlie  river  remains  the 
oidy  communication  from  its  upper  extremity  up  to 
Columbia, 

Ttie  canal,  thirty  feet  wide  and  three  feet  deep, 
and  admitting  boats  of  20  tons,  is  nine  miles  fn 
length,  with  a  fall  of  59  feet.  The  descent  is  effeftt- 
ed  by  eight  stone  locks,  each  of  which  is  one  iitm- 
dred  feet  in  length,  and  12  feet  wide.  The  water 
is  supplied  by  the  river  itself;  and  in  order  to  cross 
the  rivers  C(>naw!ngo  and  Octorara,  these,  by  means^ 
of  dams,  have  been  raised  ten  and  twelve  feet  lo 
the  level  of  the  canal. 

Its  defects  consist  in  the  want  of  sufficient 
breadth  of  tha  locks,  which  do  not  admit  the  raftg 
and  wide  flat  bottom  boats,  jicneraliy  used  in 
bringing  down  the  country  prsdnce,  itnd  in  want 
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pf  Water  at  the  lower  end  of  tlie  canal.  This  last 
tlefcct  niay  be  remedied  by  exiending' the  canal 
seven  hu'^dred  ynrds  lower  down  along  the  edge  o' 
the  river;  and  it  is  probable,  that  as  timber  will  bf  - 
come  more  scarce  and  valuable  in  the  upper  brancli- 
es  ftf  the  Susquehannah,  boats  «f  a  difVerent  con- 
sitruction  will  be  used.  In  tlie  meanwhile,  the  an- 
miul  tolls  have  not  yet  amounted  to  one  thousand, 
whilst  the  ann'ial  expenses  are  stated  at  twelve 
h'inn«?d  dollars,  and  the  capital  expended  at 
2J0,000  dollars. 

Tlie  attempts  made  to  open  a  communication 
from  Mildletown,  in  the  Lime-slone  valley,  to  Piii- 
l.adelphia,  pnrtly  by  canals,  and  partly  by  means  of 
t!ie  Scliuylkitl,  willbe  noticedundertheheadof  "In- 
terior Canals." 

VI.   Ohio. 

The  navirratior.  of  the  Kanhawa,  and  of  the  east- 
ern branches  of  the  Tenness'  e,  Monongahela,  and 
Alleghany,  in  their  cotirse  through  tlie  mountains, 
may  at  a  future  period  be  improved.  But  from  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  all  those  rivers,  and  parlicu- 
larh-  the  Oliio,  flow  with  a  much  gentler  current 
tJMv.  the  Atlantic  rivers:  a  circumstance  easily  ac- 
counted for  when  it  is  recollected  that  Brownsville, 
on  the  M'M'.ongaliela,  and  at  a  distance  of  two  thou- 
sand miles  by  water  from  the  sea,  is  only  115  feet 
more  c'evated  <han  Cumberland,  on  the  Potomac; 
whilst  this  river,  with  all  its  meander^.',  reaches  tide 
water  withinless  than  two  hundred  miles.  Allthose 
rivers,  at  the  annual  melting  cf  the  snows,  rise  to 
tlie  height  of  more  than  forty  feet,  affording  from 
ttie  upper  points  to  which  tiiey  are  navigble,  a  safe 
navig-ation'o  the  sea  for  any  ship  that  can  pass  over 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  As  early 
as  the  year  1792,  a  schooner  built  on  the  Mononga- 
lula,  between  Brownsville  and  Pittsburg,  reached 
New  Orleans  by  that  extraordinary  inland  naviga- 
tion, and  arrived  safely  at  Piiiladeiphia.  This  first 
essay,  stimulated  the  spirit  of  enterprize,  so  con- 
spicuous in  tlie  American  character;  and  numerous 
vessels,  from  one  hundred  to  three  htmdred  and 
fifly  tons  burthen,  are  now  annually  built  at  several 
ship  yards  on  the  Ohio,  even  as  high  up  as  Pitts- 
burg, and  bringing  down  to  New  Orleans  the  pro- 
duce  of  the  upper  country  consumed  there,  carry 
to  Europe  and  to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United 
States,  the  sugar,  the  cotton,  and  the  tobacco  of 
Louisiana,  and  of  the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky. 

That  branch  of  national  industry  gives  value  to 
the  immense  forests  of  Otiio  and  of  its  numerous 
branches,  will  soon  make  a  considerable  and  per- 
haps iiec^'ssary  accession  to  the  shipping  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  has  a  tendency  to  diminish  the 
price  of  freitchts  from  New  Orleans  to  the  other 
American  and  foreign  ports.  The  importance  of 
this  last  consideration  will  be  duly  felt,  if  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  exports,  of  which  New  Orleans  is  des- 
tineil  to  be  the  emporium,  be  contrasted  with  the 
prob.ible  amount  of  its  iiDportations.  For  such  are 
the  labor,  timfe  and  expense  necessary  to  ascend 
the  laoid  stream  of  the  .Mississippi,  and  the  nature 
of  its  banks  annually  overflowed  on  a  breadth  of 
sev'-r.d  miles,  precludes  the  possibility  of  towing 
paths;  that  whilst  the  greater  part  of  the  produce 
of  the  immense  country  watered  by  that  river  and 
and  its  tribuLary  streams,  must  necessarily  be  ex- 
ported through  its  chaimel,  the  importations  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  'hat  country  will  continue 
to  be  supplied  from  the  Atlantic  sea  ports,  by  wa- 
ter and  Land  communications,  susceptible  of  consi 
derable  improvement.  And  thus,  unless  another 
outlet  be  found  for  a  portion  of  tiie  exports,  or 


unless  the  upper  country  can  supply  vessels,  those 
exports  must  necessarily  pay  a  double  freight. 

Tlie  only  impediments  to  that  navtgatio'^  are,  on 
the  Tennessee,  "the  Muscle  sitoals,"  of  which  no 
p.'.rticular  account  has  been  received;  and  on  the 
Ohio,  the  falls  of  Louisville.  Ordinary  boats  can 
with  difficulty  pass  these  in  summer,  and  the  naviga- 
tion is  even,  during  the  freshets,  dangerous  for  the 
1  rge  vessels.  The  attention  of  the  legislature  of 
Keiiluck)',  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  western 
country  generally,  has  therefore  been  particularly 
drawn  to  the  opening  of  a  canal  at  that  place.  A 
company  has  been  lately  incorporated  by  the  state 
of  Kentucky  for  that  purpose,  with  a  cspitnl  which 
may  amount  to  500,000  dollars,  but  a  small  portion 
of  which  has  yet  been  subscribed.  The  expense 
however  is  estimated  at  a  sum  less  than  the  nomi- 
nal capital. 

The  proposed  canal  would  be  near  two  miles  in 
length,  and  must  be  dug,  in  some  places,  to  a  depth 
of  27,  but  generally  about  16  feet;  the  breadth  at 
the  bottom  being  20  feet  with  the  necessary  slope, 
v.'ould  make  it  generally  68  feet  wide  at  top,  and  in 
pwr'icularly  places  not  less  than  one  hundred.  The 
fall  at  low  water  is  about  22  feet,  and  would  require 
three  locks  of  dimensions  sufficient  to  pass  ship's 
of  400  tons,  and  drawing  14  feet  of  water.  The 
greatest  expense  will  be  that  of  digging  and  re- 
moving the  earth,  which  ma)  be  estimated  at 
400,000  cubic  yards,  and  according  to  the  repre- 
ser^tation  made  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  not 
probably  cost  more  than  2t'0,000  dollars.  To  this 
may  be  added  100,000  dollars  for  the  locks  and 
other  necessary  works,  making  altogether  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  greatest  difficulty 
seems  to  be  the  protection  of  the  locks  and  canals 
against  the  rise  of  the  river,  wliich  sometimes 
overflows  the  whole  ground  through  which  the  ca- 
nal must  be  opened. 

The  expense  of  the  improvements  suggested  in 
the  communications  between  the  Atlantic  and  west- 
ern waters  rnay  be  stated  as  foUiweth: 

Isi.  Four  artificial  roads  from  the  four  great  west- 
ern rivers,  the  Alleghany,  Monon^aliela,  Ksnbawa, 
and  Tennessee,  to  the  nearest  corresponding  Atlan- 
tic rivers,  the  S'isquehannah  or  Juniata,  the  Poto- 
mac, James  river,  and  either  the  Santee  or  Savan- 
nah, leaving  to  the  several  states  the  continuation 
of  those  roads  eastwardly  to  the  nearest  sea  ports. 
Those  roads  should  unite,  on  each  river,  points 
from  which  a  permanent  and  safenavigntinn  down- 
wards could,  exeept  di'ring  thejdriest  seasons,  be 
relied  on,  and  will  therefore  on  each  route  be  es- 
timated at  one  hundred  miles,  making  altogether 
400  miles,  which  at  7000  dollars  a  mile,  the  mate. 
rials  being  generally  on  the  spot,  would  cost 

"^  ^  §2,800,000 

2dly.  The  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  four  Atlantic  rivers  from 
tide  water  to  the  higliest  practicable 
point,  effected  principally  by  canals 
around  the  fiills  wherever  practicable, 
and  by  locks  whenever  necessary.  The 
most  expensive  of  these  would  be  the 
proposed  canal  from  Columbia  on  the 
Susquehannah,  either  to  tide^water,  or  to 
the  D>-lavvare  &  CJiesapeake  canal.  A:tcI 
considering  how  much  has  been  effected 
already,  and  may  still  be  done  on  the 
oiher  rivers  by  the  ^everal  incorporated 
companies,  it  is  beliovrd  that  every 
useful  improvement  might  be  cornplet- 
ed  by  ft  public  expenditure  not  exceed- 
ing §1,500,000 
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Making  altogether  ^4,600,000 

Altl^ough  a  canal  navigation,  uniting  the  Atlantic 
and  western  waters  in  a  direct  course  across  the 
mountains,  appears  impracticable,  yet  those  moun- 
tains may  be  ti;.  ited  either  on  the  north  by  means  af 
the  Mohawk  vnDey  and  of  lake  Ontario,  or  on  the 
south,  throMfth  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory. The  first  romnuinication  will  be  noticed  un- 
der the  head  of  "tlie  river  St.  Lawrence  and  great 
liikes."  Of  tl;e  second  it  will  be  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  country  lying  between  the  sources 
of  the  rivers  Chatahonchee  and  Mobile,  and  the 
puip!>  of  .Mexino,  is  an  inclined  plane,  regularly 
descending  towards  the  sea,  and  tiiat  by  following 
the  proper  levels,  it  presents  no  natural  obstacle  to 
the  opening  of  a  can«l,  fed  by  the  waters  of  the 
two  last  mentioned  rivers,  and  extending  from  the 
tide  water  on  the  coast  of  Georgin,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  distance  in  a  direct  line  is  about  560 
miles,  and  to  be  overcome,  requires  only  time,  per- 
severance and  labor.  When  it  is  recollected  tliat 
such  an  undertaking  would  discharge  the  Missis- 
sippi into  tiie  Atlantic,  the  remarks  already  made 
on  the  trade  of  that  river,  and  other  obvious  con- 
siderations, M'ill  suhiciently  point  out  its  immense 
importance.  Nt)r  slionjd  the  plan,  on  account  of 
its  magnitude,  be  thought  chimerical;  for  the  ele 
ration  and  other  natural  obstacles  of  intervening 
ground,  or  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  waler,  and 
not  distance,  are  the  only  insuperable  imjjedimeiits 
to  an  artificial  navigation. 

This  wi.rk,  whicli  is  presented  not  as  an  imme- 
diate but  as  a  distant  object  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, v.oiiid  probably  require  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  thirty  year.<  for  its  completion.  The  annual 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territo- 
ry, wliich  are  estimated  at  fifty  millions  of  acres, 
would,  after  paying  the  debt  due  to  the  state  of 
Georgia,  afford  sufficient  funds;  and  the  increased 
value  of  the  residue,  would  ;.lone  more  than  com- 
pensate the  expense. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  an  inland  navigation, 
even  f^)r  open  boats,  already  exists  from  New  Or- 
leans, by  the  canal  Carondelet,  to  the  lake  Pontchar- 
train,  thence  between  the  coast  and  the  adjacent 
?sl  inds  to  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  up  its  two  princi- 
pal rivers,  the  Alabama  and  the  Tombigbee,  to  the 
head  of  le  tiJe  within  the  acknowledged  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  States.  The  current  of  these 
two  rivers  being  much  less  rapid  than  that  of  the 
Mis.sissippl,  they  have  long  been  contemplated, 
particularly  the  Tombigbee,  as  aflbrding  a  better 
communication  to  tiie  ascending  or  returning  trade 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee, 
from  wliicii  they  are  separated  by  short  portages. 

Cosi.MuxicATioxs  nirnvEEx   the   Atlantic  nivEns, 

AND  THE    HlV>;n  ST.   LAWIIF.IVCK  ANK  GUEAT  LAKKS. 

Vessels  ascend  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  the 
sea  \o  Montreal.  The  river  Sorel  di.-icharges  at 
some  distance  below  that  town  the  Wi.ters  of  lake 
George  and  hike  Champlain,  which  penetrate  south- 
wardly within  the  United  States.  From  .Montreal 
to  lake  Ontario,  the  ascent  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence is  estimated  at  about  two  hundred  feet. 
From  tiie  eastern  e.xlremily  of  lake  Ontario,  an  in 
land  navigation,  for  ve.s.sels  of  more  tiian  100  tons 


burthen. 


IS    contnuied    more  ♦ban  one    thousand 


the  falls  and  rapids  of  Niagara,  between  lake  Erie 
and  Like  Otitario.  The  descent  from  fort  Scitio.'^ser 
to  Devil's  hole,  a  distance  of  four  mdes,  wliic'.i 
includes  the  perpendicular  falls  of  Ni.igara,  has  by 
correct  measurement  been  ascertained  at  375  feet. 
The  whole  full  from  lake  Erie  to  lake  Ontario^ 
IS  estimated  at  4J0  feet,  making  the  elevation  of 
lake  Erie  above  tide  water,  six  hundred  and  fifty 
feet. 

Lake  Superior,  the  largest  of  those  inland  sea.s^ 
communicates  with  the  northern  extremity  of  lake 
Huron,  by  the  river  and  rapids  of  St.  Mary's. 
The  fall  of  these  is  not  ascertained:  but  it  is  said 
that  a  small  canal  has  been  opened  around  tlie 
most  difficult  part,  by  the  North  West  fur  com- 
pany. 

Five  of  tlie  Atlantic  rivers  approach  the  v.aters 
of  the  St.Xawrcnce,  viz.-  The  I'enobscot,  Kenne- 
beck,  Connecticut,  the  North,  or  Hudson  river, 
and  the  Tioga  branch  of  the  Susquehannah.  This 
last  river  will  afford  a  useful  coininunication  with 
tiie  rivers  Senec-a  and  Genessee,  which  empty  into 
lake  Ontario.  Tiie  lengtli  of  the  portage  has  not 
been  precisely  stated;  and  the  general  navigatioa 
of  the  Susquehannab  has  already  been  noticed.  It 
may  however  be  observed,  that  it  is  the  only  Atlan- 
iic  river  whose  sources  approach  both  the  westerti 
w:iiersand  those  of  tlie  S'.  Lawrence. 

The  three  eastern  rivers  alFoid  convenient  com- 
munication with  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  but 
not  with  that  extensive  inland  navigation,  which 
penetrates  througli  the  United  States,  within  two 
hundred  miles  of  the  Mississippi.  No  statement 
has  been  received  of  any  improvement  havinp^  yet 
been  made  on  the  Penobsjot  or  Kennebeck;  and  a 
very  imperfect  account  has  been  obtained  of  some 
short  canals  opened  around  the  several  falls  of 
the  river  (Connecticut,  One  at  Bellows'  fdls,  in 
the  state  of  Vermont,  ha.s  been  particularly  men- 
tioned, and  is  tlie  highest  improvement  on  the  ri- 
ver. 

\A'hr.t  is  called  the  north  river,  is  a  narrow  an  I 
long  bav,  which  in  its  northwardly  course  from  the 
harlior  of  New  York,  breaks  through,  or  turns  all 
the  mountains,  aflording  a  tide  navigation  for  ves- 
sels of  80  tons  to  Albany  and  Troy,  1 60  miles  above 
New  York.  This  peculiarity  distinguishes  the 
North  river  from  all  the  other  bays  and  rivers  of  the 
United  States.  The  tide  in  no  other  ascends  high- 
er than  the  granite  ridge,  or  comes  within  thirty 
miles  of  the  IJlu«  Ridge,  or  eastern  chain  of  moun- 
tains. In  the  North  river,  it  breaks  through  the 
lilue  Ilidge  at  West  Point,  and  ascends  above  the 
eastern  termination  of  the  Catskill,  or  great  west- 
ern chain. 

A  i'sw  miles  above  Troy,  and  the  head  of  (he 
tide,  the  Hud.son  from  the  north,  and  the  Mohawk 
from  the  west,  unite  their  waters,  and  form  the 
North  river.  The  Hudson,  in  its  course  upward.*, 
approaches  the  watc  rs  of  lake  Champlain,  and  the 
Mohawk  tliose  of  lake  Ontario. 
I.  Hudson  and  Chnmpltiin,  or  northern  navigaticn. 
A  company  w.ts  iucoiporated  several  years  ago 
by  the  state  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing lliis  communication,  and  a  survey  taken  by  .Mr. 
Weston,  a  copy  of  which  has  not  yet  been  obtain- 
ed. IVom^ collateral  information,  it  appears  that  it 
Was  proposed  to  open  a  canal,  12  mile^  lo^.g,  with  a 
lockage  of  106  feet,  fiom  Waterford,  «t  vhe  coaflu- 
encf  of  the  Hud.son  and  Mohawk,  to  the  upper  end 
of  tlie  great  falls  of  Stillwater.  This  was  considered 
as  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  route,  aurl 
the  expense   estimated  at  275,000  dollars.     Anr- 


miles,  through  lukes  Erie,  St.  Clair  and  Huron,  to 

the  western  and  sout):trn  extremeiies  (if  lake  Mi- ,    _         ,  , 

chigan,  wifhout  any  ^ther  interruption  than^that  of'ther  canal  and  lock  would  be  necessary  around  the 
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faVis  of  fort  INfUlev:  but  the  remainder  of  the  navi- 
gation up  theHiKlsot)  to  fort  Edward,  does  not  re- 
qtiire  any  material  improvement. 

At  some  distance  above  fort  Edward,  it  was  in- 
tended to  connect,  by  a  <?anal  and  locks,  the  Hud- 
son with  the  JVorth  Wood  creek  at  fort  Ann. 
Tl  e  ravig^ation  down  the  creek  to  Skeensborough 
is  vsed,  but  requires  to  be  improved.  At  this 
place,  wK;ere  falls  render  another  canal  necessary, 
Nortli  Wood  creek  empties  into  the  south  b^iy  of 
lake  Champhiir;  and  thence  is  a  naUiral  sloop  na- 
vifi^ation  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  lake. 
The  expense  n'f  the  works,  from  fort  Edward  \ci 
SkecnsboroughjhaJ  been  estimated  at  200,000  dol- 
lars. 

The  funds  of  the  company  were  insufHcienl, 
and  have,  it  is  said,  been  t.-^pended,  wlthoui  much 
permanent  utility,  at  Stillwater  and  Skeensbo- 
rotip^h. 

The  distance  in  a  straig'ht  line  from  Waterford 
to  SkeensboroiiETli  i-s  fifty  rniles;  and  the  expense 
of  opening-  a  pL-rmanent  boat  navigation,  on  a  pro- 
per  phm,  through  the  whole  line,  is,  from  imper- 
fec*  materials,  es'imated  at  about  800,000  dollars. 
Tliis  cnramTUiicatitm  v.  ould  divert  to  a  port  of  the 
Ui'ited  States  the  trade  of  one  half  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  and  of  a  part  of  that  of  New  York, 
which  is  now  principally  carried  throvigh  the  chan- 
nel of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  the  province  of 
Canada. 

\\..Moha-ii,'lc  and  Ontario,  or  -vesiei-n  navigation. 

A  company,  incorporated  by  the  state  of  New 
York,  for  the  improvement  of  this  navigation,  has 
rmule  considerable  progress,  and  an  accurate  sur 
vey  having  been  taken  of  tiie  distances  and  levels 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  route,  the  result  will  in 
th.e  first  place  be  stated. 

niST.    FAtt. 

.Miles  Feet. 

From  the  tide  water  at  Troy  to  Lan- 
sing mills,  on  the  Mohawk,  is  found  the 
greatest  irr'.pedinient  to  the  navigation 
of  ihat  river,  consisting  of  the  Cohoes 
falls,  which  are  70  feet  nerpendiruhir, 
and  of  a  succession  of  oilier  falls  which 
continue  to  the  north  river.  4|    140 

From  Lansing  mills  up  the  Mohawk 
to  Schenectady,  the  height  of  the  river 
at  the  time  when  the  survey  was  taken, 
prevented  Mr.  Weston  from  correctly 
ascertaining'  the  levels.  The  fall  for 
that  distance  is  therefore  estimated  at     12  J      28^ 


17      16 ^A 
From  Schenectady  to  the  Little  falls,  57^     110^ 
'Ihe  l.'ttle  falls,  which.before  the  im- 
provement maJe  by  the  company,  inter- 
rupted altogether  the  navigation,  ^      42 

From  the  Litile  falls  to  fort  Stanwix, 
now  Rome,  43        59^ 

Tills  is  .be  head  of  the  navigalion, 
and  the  summit  level  between  it  and 
West  Wood  creek,  a  branch  of  lake 
Ontario,  is  9  feet  ^  above  that  part  of 
the  river  Mohawk,  wliere  the  naviga- 
tion ceases,  1| 


9} 


i..5       590 


The  v.'hole  course  of  the  Mohawk  is 
Vherefure,  12.5  miles  in  length,  and  the 
fall  througi*  tli^t  distance  from  the  sum- 
iTiit  level  to  tide  water  is  39U  feet. 

At  tiie  distance  of  one  mile  and  three 
qtrai-t.Qvs  is   Woo^l  creek,  the  bed  of 


which  is  used  to  its  entrance  into  lake 
Oneida,  the  distance  along  its  meanders 
being  23  miles,  but  in  the  line  in  which 
a  c.in.'il  might  be  cut,  only  14  miles,  and 
the  fall  60  feet,  14         60 

The  Oneida  forms  a  natural  canal  of  20 
twenty  miles  in  length,  and  communi- 
cates by  the  Onondago  and  Oswego  ri- 
vers with  lake  Ontario.  The  distance 
by  water  down  those  two  rivers  to 
O-^wego,  on  lake  Ontario,  is  63  miles. 
The  upper  part  of  the  navijji^tion  is  ge- 
nerally good,  but  the  last  12  miles  from 
the  Osweg-o  falls,  which  are  not  passa- 
ble, to  lake  Ontario,  are  a  continue  1  ra- 
pid. The  fall  from  lake  Oneida  to  lake 
Ontario  has  not  been  a-  certained  by  ac- 
tual measurement,  but  is  estimated  at 
130  feet.  From  Rotterdam,  on  lake 
Oneida,  to  the  mouth  of  Salmon  creek 
on  lake  Ontario,  a  few  miles  east  of  Os- 
wego, the  distance  is  22  niiles;  and  the 
ground  being  favorable,  it  is  expected 
that  t!\e  line  of  canal  wouKl  not  exceed 
26  miles  2^      130 

60      190 

The  elevation  of  the  summit  level  between  the 
Mohawk  and  and  the  waters  of  lake  Ontario,  be- 
ing only  390  feet  above  Ihe  tide  water  at  Troy,  artd. 
190  feet  above  lake  Ontario,  a  canal  navigalion  is 
practicable  the  svhole  distance.  Whether  this 
should  be  attempted  for  a  sloop  or  boat  navigatioh, 
must  depend,  principally,  if  not  altogether,  on  the 
supply  of  v/ater.  It  is  stated  th.-it  the  canal,  from 
the  summit  l^vel  to  Troy,  must  necessarily  follow 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  perhaps  occasional- 
ly enter  and  crt  :s  the  river,  Calculated  for  a  boat 
navigation,  the  expence  may  be  estimated  as  fol, 
loweth: 

Mr.  Weston  estimated  the  expense  of  ' 
a  canal,  from  Lansing  mills  to  tide  water 
at  Troy,  around  the  Cohoes  falls,  at  §250,000 

The  distance  from  the  summit  level 
to  Lansing  mills  is  120  miles,  and  to  lake 
Ontario,  deducting  the  20  miles  occupied 
by  lake  Oneida,  40  miles,  together  160 
miles  of  canal,  the  digging  of  which  at 
8000  a  mile,  is  1,280,0(30 

The  fall  from  the  summit  level  to 
Lansing  mills  is  250  feet,  and  to  lake  On- 
tario 190  feet,  together  440  feet  lock- 
age, which  will  require  55  lorks  of  eight 
feel  lift  each.  These,  at  7,500  dollars, 
the  cost  of  the  stone  locks  erected  by 
the  company  at  the  Little  falls,  will  cost 
about  420,000 

Feeder  and  aqueducts  may  be  estln.a- 
ted  at  250, -toa 


Muking  altogether  two  millions  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  2,200,000 
It  is  not  believed  that  a  sloop  navigation,  if  practi- 
cible,  could  be  effected  for  a  less  sum  than  five  mil 
lions  of  dollars.     The  following  works  have  already 
been  completed  by  the  company: 

At  the  Liule  fuds  a  canal,  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  le  >glli,  has  been  opened,  and  a  descent  of 
42  feet  ell'ected  by  six  locks  of  solid  masonry,  each 
of  which  is  70  feet  loi.g,  .ind  12  feet  wide.  At  the 
German  flats,  four  miles  above  the  Little  falls, 
another  canal,  one  mile  in  length,  with  two  stone 
locks  of  the  same  materials  and  dimensions,  effect? 
a  descent  often  feet. 
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On  the  summil  level  a  cana',  one  mile  and  three 
quarters  in  length,  and  supplied  with  water  from 
the  river  Mohavk  by  a  short  feeder,  unites  that  n- 
ver  and  Wood  creek,  by  means  of  two  locks  ot  the 
same  dimensions  and  materials,  one  at  each  extre- 
mity of  the  canal.  All  those  canals  are  two  feet 
and  a  half  deep,  24  wide  at  boitom,  and  2.1  at  top, 
and  admir  boats  of  ten  tons.  It  is  proper  to  state, 
that,  at  first,'wooflen  lorks  hud  been  erected  at  the 
Linle  falls,  and  brick  locks  on  the  summit  canal. 
At  both  places  they  had  become  totally  unfit  for 
iiervice  at  the  end  of  seven  years,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  replace  tliem  by  stone  locks:  a  circum- 
stance which  increased  considerably  the  expense 
of  the  undertaking. 

Several  minor  improvements  have  been  made  on 
the  M  )havvk;  and  the  nHvitrniion  of  Wood  creek,  of 
wliich  the  principal  defect  is  want  of  water,  has 
been  improved  by  raising  dams,  and  b  y  theerec 
tion  of  four  temporary  wooden  I '^cks.  But  uinil  a 
canal  shall  have  been  opened  tl;e  whole  distance 
from  the  summit  level  to  lakf^  O  .pila,  the  navi 
gation  will  be  in»perfect,  and  the  profits  inconside- 
table. 

The  funds  of  the  company  do  not  enable  them  to 
undertake  the  necessary  improvements  at  the  two 
extremities  of  the  line,  a  canal  around  the  Cohoes 
falls  to  tide  water,  and  another  canal  from  lake 
Oneida  to  lake  Ontario.  Tlie  usual  portage  at  the 
first  place  is,  from  Schenectady  to  Albany;  and  a 
very  good  and  rxpen.sive  artificial  road  of  16  miles, 
made  by  another  company,  unites  the  two  towns. 
Another  company  has  lately  been  incorporated, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  artificial  road  at 
the  other  extremity  of  the  line,  from  Rotterdam, 
on:iake  Oneida,  to  Salmon  creek,  on  lake  Ontario. 

The  capital  of  (he  company  is  232,0U0  dollars,  of 
which  the  state  of  Ne^v  York  owns  92,000;  but  with 
the  exception  of  one  divi(len<l  of  3  per  cent,  all  the 
tolls  have  been  applied  to  the  works;  and  including; 
these  and  a  debt  of20,000  dollars  due  by  the  coni- 
pany,  the  whole|expenditHre  amounts  to  §370,000. 
The  annual  tolls  do  not  yet  exceed  13,000,dollars. 
111.  J\'iuffnra. 

The  fall  from  Like  Erie  to  lake  Ontariolias  alrea- 
dy been  stated  at  450  feet.  A  company  had  also 
been  incorporated  by  the  state  of  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  a  canal  at  this  place:  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  thing  ever  was  attempted 
after  the  s.urvey  had  been  made.  The  intention 
seems  to  have  been  to  open  a  canal  navigation  for 
boats  only,  from  fort  Schlosscr  to  Devil's  hole; 
the  lake  itself  and  Giles'  creek  v.'ould  have  supplied 
the  water,  and  the  expense  was  estimated  at  437,000 
dollars. 

It  is  however  evident  that  the  canal,  in  order  to 
be  as  eminently  useful  as  the  nature  of  the  under- 
t^lng  seems  to  require,  siiould  be  on  such  scale 
as  to  admit  vessels  which  can  navigate  botli  lakes. 
'Consi3ering  the  distance,  wisich  in  that  case  must 
be  extended  to  about  ten  miles,  and  the  lockage  of 
450  feet,  it  is  not  believed  that  the  expense  can  be 
estimated  at  less  than  J, 000,000  dollars. 

The  works  necessary  tofefT'ect  watercommunica 
tions  between  the  tide  water  of  the  North  river,  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and-all  the  lakes,  (lake  Superior  only 
excepted)  are  therefore  estimated  at  four  millions 
of  dollars,  viz. 

Northern   navigation  to   lake   Cham- 
plain,  S800.000 

Western  navigation,  to  lake  Ontario,     2,200,000 

Falls  of  Niagara  for  a  sloop  navigation,  1,000,000 


4,000,000 


The  papers  relative  to  those  communicaiions  will 
be  found  under  the  letter  (B)  but  the  utility  of 
these  will  not  be  confined  to  tlie  extensive  navig-a-, 
tion  of  the  lakes  themselves.  For  the  mountains 
being  completely  turned,  when  arrived  into  luke 
Erie,  the  ridge  wlijch  separates  the  v;aters  e'r.pty- 
ing  into  that  and  into  lake  Michigan,  from  the 
northern  br.-vnches  of  the  Ohio,  and  from  the  waters 
ofthe  Mississippi,  is  of  a  moderate  eleviitioi.,  and 
IS  gradually  depressed  in  its  conrfe  westwi'.rrlly.— 
There  is  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  ope:iing 
canals,  at  a  future  period,  between  several  of  iliose 
waters,  eiilier  by  selecting  proper  levels!  or  by 
means  of  short  tunnels  across  f  ivorabie  parts  of  the 
ridge,  r  will  be  sufficient  at  present  to  point  out 
the  principal  communications  now  in  use. 

Ti.p  distance  from  lake  Erie  to  lakeChetoughe, 
an  extensive    and    important    elevated    reservoir 
which  is  the  source  of  the   Canowango  brand)  of 
the  Alleghany,  is  seven  miles  by  aconti.iualascent, 
the  elevaion  of  which  is  not  ascertained. 

From  Presqu'  isle,  on  lake  Erie,  to  Le  Beuf,  rtn 
French  cret-k,  .rother  branch  ofthe  Alleghany.'the 
distance  is  sixteen  miles,  and  a  company  is  incorpo- 
rated,  by  the  state  of  P-nn^ylvania,  for  making  an 
artificial  ro:id  across  that  portage. 

Tne  navigation  from  lake  Chetoughe,  and  from 
Le  Buef  to  Pittsburg,  offers  no  impediment  when- 
ever the  waters  afe  high;  and  the  greater  p.irt  of 
the  salt  now  consumed  in  the  north  west  counties 
ofPennsylvania,asfar  as  Pittsburg,  and  some  dis- 
tance down  the  Ohio,  is  brought  from  the  salt 
springs  of  New  York,  by  Oswego,  through  lake 
Oiilario;  then  across  the  portage  of  Ni>;g  ir^t  to  lake 
Eri^  and  ther.ce  by  either  of  thetw)  last  mention- 
ed portages  to  the  watersof  the  river  Alleghany, 

The  distance  from  the  place  where  the  Cayuga, 
a  i^iver  emptying  into  lake  Erie,  ceases  to  be  navi- 
gable, to  the  navigable  waters  ofthe  Mnskingum, 
which  empties  into  the  Ohio  170  miles  below  P'trs- 
burg,  is  only  six  miles;  and  a  company  is  said  to 
be  formed  for  the  improvement  of  that  communjca- 
tion. 

Sandusky  river  and  the  Scioto  take  their  sources 
in  the  same  swamp.  The  navigation  ofthe  Miami 
of  lake  Erie  is  interrupted  by  some  fills;  but  its 
upper  branches  approach  those  ofthe  Miami  ofthe 
Ohio,  and  of  the  Wabash,  and  are  stated  as  being 
nearly  on  the  same  level. 

The  Illinois  river,  which  empties  into  the  Missis- 
sippi above  St  Louis,  rises  in  a  swamp,  which  when 
the  waters  are  high,  affords  a  natural  canoe  navi^ 
gation  to  the  sources  of  Chicago  creek,  a  short 
stream  which  falls  into  lake  Michigan,  at  its  south- 
ern extremity. 

Another  communication,  generally  used  by  tiiq 
Indian  traders,  is  that  from  Green  bay,  also  in  lake 
Michigan,  to  the  Mississippi,  by  Fox  river,  and  the 
Ouisconsing.  Nor  is  there  any  cioubt  that  if  the  in- 
land navigation  between  the  North  river  ar.d  the 
lakes  was  completely  opened,  the  whole  Indian 
trade,  either  of  the  xMississippi  by  lake  Michiganj 
or  ofthe  north-west  by  lake  Superior,  must  neces! 
sarily  centre  in  an  Atlantic  port  of  the  United 
States;  a  consideration  of  minor  ioiportance,  as  a 
commercial  object,  when  compared  with  the  other 
advantages  of  that  great  communication,  but  of 
great  weight  in  its  relation  to  tlie  political  inter 
course  ofthe  United  States  with  the  ladians. 

INTEIIIOH  CANALS. 

Under  this  denomination  will  be  included  .-.i'ithe 
canals  of  which  any  knowledge  has  been  obtained, 
and  which  are  not  immediately  on  the  rivers  open- 
ing commttnications  with  the  western  v/atera  or  wjth 
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tliose  of  the  .S^  L-n^Tence.  :»U'non?;a  sDme  i»f  ihem 
TTiay  be  connidered  as  extending  those  communica' 
lions  to  more  remote  sea  ports.  Tlie  documents 
from  whicli  the  infijrmation  is  extracted  will  be 
i'ciind  Unler  the  letters  (C  c.) 

I,  J^.terrimach. 

The  navigation  of  that  river,  which,  riaing  in  the 
rtate  of  ^^e•.v  Hainpsiiire,  i'A\\s  into  tlie  sea  at  New- 
btuvpcrt  ;irtfr  a  course  of  180  miles,  is  interrupted 
by  stveral  fulls.  A  canyl,  called  Cloilpfel'.s  canal, 
lias  been  opei\ed  around  Ajmoskcag  fills.  Lower 
down,  and  .-iliout  40  miles  fi-om  the  sea,  the  Essex 
ranai,  4  miles  in  length,  s-jid  admitting  boats  draw- 
ingtbree  feet  and  a!;alf,  will  open  acommimication 
around  the  Pjlncket  falls,  efl'ccting  through  3  locks 
a  descent  of  54  feet.  From  the  lo.ver  extremity 
of  the  canal,  the  river  is  navigable  to  the  head  of 
the  tide  at  Hnvcrhill,  although  the  fall  be  45  feet 
within  that  distance.  No  particular  account  has 
been  received  of  the  capital  expended,  but  is  is  be- 
lieved that  t!ie  work  v/ill  be  profitable  to  the  an- 
dertidcevs. 

Ihe  Midd'esex  canal,  uniting  the  waters  of  that 
river  will  the  h  ubor  of  Boston,  is  however  the 
greatest  work  of  the  kind  which  bus  been  complet- 
ed in  the  United  States. 

Tiie  canal,  12  feet  v.'ide  end  3^  feet  deep,  draws 
its  supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  or  Concord  river, 
a  branch  of  the  Merrimjick,  and  from  the  summit 
jjrcund  extends  six  miles  with  a  descent  of  28  feet 
•to  the  .Merrimack  above  the  Tatucket  falls,  and  23 
miles  with  &  descent  of  107  feet  to  the  tide  water 
<A'  the  harbor  of  lloaton.  'I'he  descent  to  the  Merri- 
mack is  effected  by  three,  and  that  to  tide  water, 
by  nineteen  locks.  'Lhey  aru  all  90  feet  long,  12 
feet  wide,  of  solid  masomy  and  excellent  workman- 
ship. 

In  crder  to  open  that  canal,  it  was  necessary  to 
dig  in  some  places  at  the  depth  of  20  leet,  to  cut 
through  ledges  of  rocks,  to  fill  some  vallies  and 
TOorasses,  and  to  throw  several  aqueducts  across 
the  intervening  rivers.  One  of  these,  i.cross  the 
river  Sliawshine,  is  ~80  feel  long,  and  22  feet 
above  the  river.  All  those  obstacles  liave  been 
overcome,  and  boats  of  24  tons,  75  feet  long  and 
ll  feet  wide,  can  navigate  the  canal.  Those  in 
most  genei'al  use  are  of  smaller  dimensions,  and 
are  drawri  by  two  horses  at  the  rale  of  three  miles 
an  hour.  A  raft  of  one  mile  in  length  and  contain- 
ing eight  hundred  tons  of  timber,  has  been  drawn 
l.'V  two  oxen,  part  ot  the  way  at  the  rate  of  one 
mile  an  hour.  Common  boats  pass  from  one  end 
of  the  canal  to  the  other  in  12  hours.  The  capital 
expended  on  the  v/ork  i.s  stated  at  478,000  dollars, 
and  the  water  rights  and  necessary  Lnd  cost  a  fur- 
liicr  sum  of  58,000  dollars.  The  total  expense  has 
exceeded  550,000  dcliars:  the  tolls  iiave  never  yet 
exceeded  17,000  dollars  a  year,  but  are  increas- 
ing. 

Several  other  canals  have  been  contemplated  in 
th.e  Ftate  of  MassaclaiseUs,  intended  to  unite  the 
wa'ers  of  Providence  or  Patuckel  river,  wiih  those 
of  Charles  river,  which  falls  into  theliarbor  ofUos- 
ton,  wd  of  the  river  Coniieclicut.  Tlie  grounds 
have  been  surveyed  but  no  particular  description 
has  been  obtriined,  and  the  works  have  not  yet  been 
commenced. 

II.   SchuijILiU.  and  Delaware. 

A  company  was  incorporated  several  years  ago 
by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  opening  a  cinal 
from  Nonislown,  on  the  river  Schuylkill,  to  the 
^ide  water  of  the  Delaware  at  Philadelphia.  The 
distance  is  16  miles,  the  fall  5'Z  feet,  and  the  canal, 
dsrivingits  water  from  the  SchuylUill,  would  have 


been  can  ir-d  on  a  level  to  Piiiladelphia,  and  in  its 
descent  to  the  Delaware,  supplied  the  city  with 
water,  and  tlie  shipping  with  docks.  T!te  expeuse 
had  been  estimated  at  533,000  dollars;  the  work 
was  commenced,  one  third  part  of  the  digging  ef- 
fected, and  a  considerable  sum  expended.  But 
either  from  want  of  funds,  or  from  an  improper  se- 
lection of  the  ground,  or  from  other  causes  not 
fully  understood,  the  undertaking,  if  not  altoge- 
ther abandoned,  has  been  suspended  for  several 
years. 

This  canal  was  intended  as  the  first  link  of  an 
extensive  western  communication.  The  Schuylkill, 
from  Norristown  to  Itaading,  46  miles  higher  up 
the  river,  being  navigable  a  grent  portion  of  the 
year,  was  coiisiJered  as  the  next  link. 

III.  Schvylkill  and  Susquehannah, 
Another  company  was  iiiCorporated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  an  inland  uavigatiou  between  Head- 
ing, on  the  Schuylkill,  to  Middletown,  on  the  Sus- 
quehannah, Both  towns  are  in  the  great  Lime 
stone  valley  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  the  dis^ 
tance  is  70  miles.  It  had  been  at  first  supposed 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  cut  a  canal  four  miles 
in  length,  on  the  summit  level  between  the  two  ri- 
vers, and  thereby  to  unite  the  Tulpehocken,  which 
falls  into  the  Schuylkill,  with  the  QuiiipahiUa,  a 
branch  of  the  Swatara,  which  empties  into  the  Sus- 
quehannah. But  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the 
original  plan  of  improving,  by  a  succession  of  dams, 
the  navigation  of  those  small  rivers  was  erroneous, 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  cut  a  canal  the 
whole  way. 

Tlie  summit  level  is  at  an  elevation  of  310  feet 
above  the  Schuylkill,  and  of  303  feet  above  the 
Susquehannah.  Adjacent  springs  are  considered 
sufficient  for  the  upjjcr  locks:  and  the  creeks  would 
after  a  short  descent  aflbrd  an  abundant  supply.— 
The  proposed  dimensions  of  the  canal  were  a 
breadth  of  20  feet  at  the  bottom, and  a  depth  of  three 
feet  and  a  half:  and  the  expence  was  estimated  at 
Dear  1,500,000  dollars.      , 

The  work  was  commenced:  the  canal  has  been 
cut  the  wliole  distance  of  4  mile?  on  the  summit, 
level;  five  locks  made  of  brick  have  been  construct- 
ed, Rmd  and  water  rights  have  been  purchased, 
and  a  considerable  capital  has  been  expended.  Bu^ 
although  the  state  of  Pennsy  Ivania  has  permitted 
the  company  to  raise  265,000  dollars  by  lottery, 
and  is  boimd  to  pay  to  them  300,000  dollars  when- 
ever the  work  shall  have  been  corapleted,  it  re- 
mains suspended  for  want  of  funds. 

The  great  lockage  necessary  for  this  canal,  is  the 
principal  objection  to  that  line  of  communic:Uion; 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  a  canal  from  Co- 
lumbia on  the  Susquehannah,  to  tide  water,  or  to 
the  great  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal,  would 
be  much  less  expensive,  and  equally  beneficial  both 
to  the  interior  country  and  to  Philadelphia.  This 
question,  as  many  others  suggested  in  this  reporr, 
cannot  be  decided  by  any  but  practical  and  skil- 
ful engineers, 

IV.  Jippomattox. 
A  company  has  been  incorporated  for  opening  a 
canal  from  the  upper  end  of  the  falls  of  that  river, 
which  is  the  south  branch  of  James  river,  to  Pe- 
tersburg on  the  head  of  the  tide.  The  distance  is 
five  miles,  and  the  descent  more  than  thirty  feet  to 
a  bason,  about  60  feet  above  the  tide  in  which  tlie 
canal  will  terminate.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the 
river,and  the  canal  16  feet  wide,  3  feet  deep  and  ad- 
mitting boats  of  6  tons,  is  nearly  completed.  The 
capital  already  expended  amounts  to  sixty  thou- 
sjind  dollars.  But  tlie  company  ow^  thirty  negroes. 
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and  suppose  that  their  labor,  and  a  further  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  will  be  sufficient  to  build  the 
locks,  and  to  dig  about  half  a  mile  which  remains 
to  be  cut  in  order  to  open  the  communication  be- 
tween the  river  and  the  bason.  'l'\\\s  work,  which 
has  been  carried  on  with  mucli  zeal,  and  at  a  small 
expense,  will  open  an  important  navigation  of  near 
100  miles. 

V.  .A/euse  and  Ueavf'rt. 

The  harbor  of  Beaufort,  in  North  Curolina,  and 
>vhich  must  not  be  confounded  wilh  that  of  the 
same  name  in  South  Carolina,  admits  vessels  dr  iw- 
ing  eighteen  feet  of  water.  Ocracoke  inlet.the  only 
navigable  entrance  into  the  P«nitico  and  Albemarle 
sounds.that  e.xtensive  estuai-y  of  the  rivers  Chowan, 
lloanoke,  Tar  and  Nuese,  has  less  water,  and  is  70 
miles  from  Newbern,  on  the  last  mentioned  river. 
The  distance  between  Newport,  or  Beaufort  river, 
and  the  Neus?,  be!  ig  only  three  miles,  and  the  ele- 
vation of  the  highest  intervening  ground  no  more 
-than  seven  fert  above  tide  water,  a  canal  uniting  the 
two  rivers,  was  undertaken  by  a  company  incorpo- 
rated for  that  purpose  by  tlie  state  of  North  C.iro- 
lina.  All  the  shares  have,  from  particulMr  circum 
stances,  become  the  property  of  one  individual;  and 
the  work  which  had  been  commenced  some  years 
agO;  is  now  suspended. 

VT.   Cape  Fear  liiver. 

A  company  iiicorporated  by  tlie  same  state  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  this  river,  after  having 
exhausted  a  portion  of  their  funds,  which  did  not 
exceed  twelve  thousand  dollars,  in  fruitless  at- 
tempts to  improve  thenatund  navigation  of  the  ri- 
ver, have  opened  a  canal  with  a  lock,  which  opens 
a  safe  passage  round  the  Biick  liorn  or  great  lalls, 
seven  miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Deep  and  Haw 
river.  Another  canal,  ;ii;i  miles  in  lenglh,  with  Iv/o 
locks,  is  necessary  around  Smilie's  falls.  Nearly 
half  that  distance  has  been  completed;  but  the  work 
is  now  suspended  for  want  of  funds.  The  legisla- 
ture has  lately  authorised  the  company  to  increase 
their  capital. 

VII.  A'eio  Origans. 

The  canal  Carondelet,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned,  extends,  from  Bayou  St.  Jolm,  to  the 
fortifications  or  ditch  of  tlie  city,  and  thereby  opens 
an  inland  communication  with  lake  Pontchartrain. 
A  company  is  incorporated  by  the  territorial  le|--.'sla- 
ture,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  and  improving 
that  work,  and  of  uniting  the  canal  by  locks  with 
the  Mississippi.  Independent  of  other  advantages, 
tliis  uuvlertak'ng  would  enable  government  to  trans- 
port v/i'di  facility  and  use  the  same  naval  force  for 
the  defence  of  botli  the  Mississippi  and  laki-  Pont- 
chartrain,  the  tv/o  great  avenues  by  which  New- 
Orleans  may  be  approached  from  the  sea. 


TUUNPIKE,  OR  ARIUTCIAL  ROADS. 

A  great  number  of  artificial  roads  have  been 
completed  in  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  at  an 
expense  varying  from  less  than  one  thousand  to 
fourteen  thousand  dollars  a  mile.'  The  labor  be- 
Slowed  on  the  least  expensive  species  consists  in 
shortening  the  distance,  diminisliing  tlie  ascent  of 
hills,  removing  rocks,  levelling,  raising  and  giving 
a  proper  shape  to  the  bed  of  the  roads,  draining  them 
by  ditches,  and  erecting  bridges  over  the  interven- 
ing streams.  But  the  natural  soil  of  the  road  is 
used,  instead  of  cov^rhig  it  with  a  st  atuin  of  gra- 
vel or  pounded  stones. 

It  appears  by  one  of  the  papers  marked  (1)  )  un- 
der which  letter  will  be  fjund  all  the  information 
whicli  has  been  obtained  respecting  roads,  tiiat  fif- 
ty turnpike  comnanies   have  been  incorporated, 


since  the  year  1803,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut 
alone;  and  tliat  the  roads  undertaken  by  those  com- 
panies -dvp  sU  of  that  descriptim.  Thirty  nine  of 
those  roads,  extending  together  770  niiles,arecom- 
pleied.  The  most  expensive  is  that  from  New 
Haven  to  Hariford,  which  has  cost  79,261  dollars; 
or,  the  distance  being  34  miles  and  three  quttriers, 
at  the  rate  of  2,280  dollars  a  mile:  but  about  18  oiiO 
dollars  of  the  capital  have  been  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  tlie  land  through  which  tl;e  road  is 
caiTled.  Thenett  income  on  this  road,  deducting 
the  annual  repairs  and  expiuses  from  the  annual 
tolls,  does  not  exceed  3,000  dollars.  Of  six  of  tlie 
roads,  whicii  together  extend  120  miles,  fO  account 
has  been  received.  The  otiier  thirty-two  extend 
together  615  miles,  and  h>ive  cost  only  340,000  dol- 
lars, or  on  an  average  at  the  rate  of  520  dollars  a 
mile;  and  it  seems  tliat  (he  aggregate  of  anr.un! 
tolls,  on  the  wliole,  is  86,000  dollars;  from  which 
deducting  the  annual  repairs  and  expenses,  .amoun'- 
ing  to  48,000  dollars,  leaves  a  nett  income  of  38,00  • 
dollars,  or  of  about  eleven  percent,  on  the  capit,.". 
expended. 

No  particular  account  has  been  received  of  vlif 
roads  in  the  other  eastern  states;  hut  it  is  known 
that,  besides  some  of  a  similar  description  wilii 
those  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  several  of  a  mor:; 
expensive  kind  have  been  completed,  pariicu!;irly 
in  Massachusetts.  Tiie  CQSt  has  varied  from  o,00b 
to  14,000  dollars  a  mile;  and  amongst  the  artifici-.it 
roads  of  the  first  grade,  may  be  mentioned  those 
from  Boston  to  Providence,  to  S  dem,  and  to  New- 
buryport.  These  are  all  covered  with  at?  arliticia'. 
stratum  of  gravel  or  pounded  sione.<5,  and  fini,«ih^^■i 
in  the  most  substaniial  manner.  Crtat  -xpense 
has  also  been  incurred  in  order  to  shorten  t!ie  d:  ■- 
tance  without  exceeding  the  angle  of  ascent,  which 
is  fixed  at  5  degrees;  and  it  is  stated  that  the  road 
to  Newburyport,  32  miles  in  length,  and  in  vvhicU 
marslics  and  rocks  presented  considerable  obsta- 
cle,?, lias  cost  400,0(J0  dollars,  or  at  ti.e  rate  of 
12,500  dollars  a  mile.  1'hose  expensive  roads, 
however  useful  and  permanent,  appear  ?o  be  mucii 
less  profitable  tl/an  tliose  of  Connecticut.  'I'he  S.i- 
lem  ro.idis  saiito  yield  six  per  cent,  another  road 
has  been  stated  as  yielding  eight  per  cent,  the  in- 
come of  all  the  others  in  the  state  of  Massachuse'.p, 
is  said  not  to  exceed  on  an  average  tlirce  per  cent, 
.and  that  of  the  road  from  Boston  to  Newburyport, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  two  per  cent. 

A  greater  capital  lias  been  vested  on  turnpike 
roads  in  the  state  of  New  York,  than  in  any  other. 
In  less  than  seven  years,  sixty  seven  companies  have 
been  incorporated,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  near 
live  millions  of  dollars,  fin-  the  purpose  of  mak'nir 
more  than  3000  miles  of  artiiicialroa^w-  and  twenty^ 
one  other  companies  have  also  been  incorporattd 
with  a  capital  of  four  himdred  thousand  dollar:, 
for  tliepurposeof  erecting  twenty-one  toll  hridg-s. 
Although  no  particular  account  has  been  received 
either  of  the  capital  actually  expended,  of  Jtp  an- 
nual amount  of  tolls,  or  of  the  materials  of  the 
roads,  it  i»  known  that  great  progress  has  b-  ei: 
made:  and  it  has  been  stated  that  nine  hun<.'red 
miles  of  roads  were  already  completed  by  twentj'- 
eight  companies,  whose  capital  amounted  to 
1,800,000  dollars,  and  who  had  200  miles  of  road 
more  to  finish. 

Those  roads  extend  in  evei-y  direction,  but 
particularly  from  every  to'.vn  or  village  on  the 
North  river,  westwardly  and  north ■  wes t v\  avd!v 
towards  the  waters  of  the  Susquehannuh,  and  those 
of  the  great  lakes.  The  most  expensive  is  iliat 
froin  Albany  to  Schenectady,  tiiurteen  miles  lo-ng-. 
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and  which  has  cost  at  the  rale  of  ten  thousand  dol 
lavs  a  mile.  Near  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  of 
roads  extending'  weslwardly  fronn  Al'iany  and  Sche- 
nectady, appear  to  have  cost  at  the  rate  of  2,500  or 
^000  dollars  a  mile.  The  expense  of  all  the  others 
do-  s  not  seem  on  an  average  lo  exceed  1,250  dol- 
lars a  tiiije. 

More  detailed  information  has  been  obtained  re- 
speciin^  tlie  roads  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  aivd 
Maryland, 

In  New  Jersey  a  turnpike  road  has  lately  been 
completed  tton>  T."''^^'itQn  ^o  Brunswick.  Tlie  dis- 
tance  is  25  miles;  the  greatest  angle  of  ascent  3 
degrees,  and  tlie  ro.id  is  nearly  in  a  straiglit  line, 
be  only  considerable  obstruction  being  the  "Sii.d 
Hills,"  through,  which  it  was  necessary  to  dig  at  the 
depth  of  thirty  feet,  in  order  not  to  exceed  the  an 
gle  of  ascent.  The  road  is  36  feet  wide,  fifteen 
feet  of  which  are  covered  with  about  six  inches  of 
gravel.  A  faw  wooden  bridges,  with  stone  abut- 
ments and  piers,  have  been  erecied  acioss^he  inter- 
vening sireairis.  The  whole  expense  is  stated  at 
2,500  dollars  a  mile.  From  Brunswick  the  road 
will  be  extended  to  lilizabethtown,  and  the  work 
is  now  progrt  ssing„  AiuKlier  road  has  been  under- 
taken in  the  same  state  from  Brunswick  to  Easton, 
on  the  river  Delaware.  Tl<e  (Hstance  is  AZ  nnles, 
of  whicii  eleven  have  been  completed  at  an  expense 
of  4O',000  dollars.  This  road  will  be  more  expea- 
sjve  ■C\:'-i  ihe  preceding,  both  on  account  qf  the 
ground,  the- bri»Igf'S  being  more  numerous,  and  the 
Blue  Ridgi,  (Mnsccnekong  mountai.)  intervening: 
and  because  a  more  substantial  facing  or  greater 
thickness  of  gravel  is  requisite.  The  funds  of  the 
(Company  are  exhausted. 

V  li»  Pennsylvania,  artificial  roads  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial kind,  have  been  completed,  or  are  progress- 
ing, from  Philadelphia,  in  sutdry  directions. 

The  principal  are  to  Bristol  and  Tre«ton,  12  miles 
of  which  are  completed;  to  Germantown  and  Perki- 
ornen,  with  tM'o  brandies,  to  Wdlow  Grove^and 
to  G'.iesnLt  Hill;  and  to  Lancaster  and  Columbia, 
with  a  branch  to  Ilarrisburg.  ! 

The  distance  from  Philadelphia  to  Perkiomen 
fs  25  miles  and  a  quarter;  the  tv/o  otiier  branches 
extend,  one  ten  miles  and  the  other  seveii  miles  and 
an  half;  making  together  near  43  miles.  Theangleof 
asctii'  is  four  degrees;  the  breadtli  of  the  road  fifty 
feci,  of  which  28  feet,  having  a  codvexily  offTFleen 
inches,  are  co'.ered  witli  u  stratum  eiiher  of  gravel 
18  inches  thick,  or  of  pounded  stones  12   inches 


thick.     Oi'.e  half  of  the  stones  formii;,';  the  lower 


jiart  of  tliestiaum,  are  broken  into  pieces  not 
more  than  five  inclies  in  diameter:  the  other  half 
or  upper  part  of  the  stratum  consists  of  stones  bro- 
ken into  pi/ces  not  more  than  two  jnches  and  a  half 
ia  diameter;  and  this  dilFf  rence  in  Die  size  of  the 
stones  is  represented  as  a  considorable  defect. 
Side  or  summer  roads  extend  on  each  side  of  th^r 
gravel  or  stone  road.  Tlie  ilve  inile.s  next,  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, have  erst  at  the  rate  of  14,517  dollars  a 
mile.  Tlie  other  20  miles  and  a  half  at  tiie  rate  of 
10,490  dollars  a  mile.  Vet  there  were  no  natural 
impediments,  and  oidy  small  bridges  or  culverts 
were  necessary.  The  capital  expended  on  these  25 
miles  and  a  half  is  2*^5,000  dollars:  the  tolls  amoutii 
to  19,00U  dollars;  the  animal  repairs  and  cxpii'ses 
to  10,000  dollar;.:  the  netl  income  is  about  9,000 
dollars,  a  littje  more  than  three  per  cent,  on  the  ca- 
pital e.xpiMided. 

The  distance  from  tlie  Schuylkill,  at  Philadel- 
phia, to  Lancaster,  is  62  inilts  and  a  quarter.  Kx- 
clusively  ot  l!ie  side  or  summer  ro;uls,  twenty-four' 
&et   cf  the  be.d  0^1  ^he  road  are  cpvei.e.tL.  ^ith  a 


stratum  of  pounded  stones  18  inches  thick  in  th^ 
middle  of  the  roiid,  and  decreasing  each  way  to  12 
inches.  The  Valley  hills  are  the  most  elevated 
and  steep  on  the  road;  but  the  angle  of  ascent  no 
where  exceeds  4  degrees.  Stone  bridges  have 
been  erected  across  ;  11  the  intervening  streams. 
That  across  the  Conestogn,  consistingjof  nineai'ch- 
es,  is  private  property;  and  the  most  expensive 
built  by  the  company,  is  that  across  the  Brandy- 
wine,  consisting  of  three  arches  of  solid  masonry, 
and  which  cost  12,000  dollars.  The  capital  of  the 
company  amounted  to  360,000  dollars;  but  Ibis  be- 
ing insuflicient,  it  became  necessary  to  apply  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  tolls  to  the  completion  of 
the  work.  The  whole  expense  amounts  to  465,000 
dollar's,  or  at  the.rate  of  about  7,500  dollars  a  mile. 
Trie  annual  tolls  huvenot  yet  exceeded  25,000  dol- 
lars; and  the  annual  repairs  and  expanses  are  esli- 
mated  at  13,000,  leaving  a  nett  income  of  about 
12,000 <Joilars.  The  prospect  of  a:i  increased  pro- 
fit, derived  from  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
roaJ,  has,  however,  raised  the  price  of  that  stoc^ 
nearly  to  par. 

The  Lancaster  road,  the  first  extensive  turnpike 
thai  v/as  completed  in  the  United  States,  is  the  first 
link  uf  the  great  western  communication  from  Phi- 
ladelpliia.  It  has  been  extended  ten  miles  west- 
wardly  to  Columbia  on  the  Susquehannali,  and  ano- 
ther branch  is  now  progressing  northwestwardly  to 
Harrisburgh,  also  on  the  Susquehannah,  and  3^* 
miles  from  Lancaster.  The  state  of  Pennsylvania 
has  also  incorporated  tvt'o  companies  in  order  to  ex- 
tend the  road  by  two  different  routes  as  far  as 
Pittsburg  on  the  Ohio,  and  near  300  miles  from 
Philadelphia.  The  southern  route,  following  the 
miin  post  road,  passes  by  Bedford  and  Somerset. 
Tlie  northern  route  passes  by  Hmtingdon  and 
Frankslown,  the  highest  point  to  which  the  Juniata 
branch  of  the  Susquehannah  is  navigable.  To  Uiis 
route  the  state  has  authorized  a  subscription  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Other  roads,  in  a  northwest  direction  f;om  Pliila- 
delpiiia,  towards  the  Genessee  and  Presq!'is.ie  on 
lake  Erie,  are  also  progress!  ig,  and  have  been  en- 
couraged by  the  subscriptions  or  donations  of  the 
legislature.  They  are  generally  on  a  much  les^ 
expensive  plan  than  tViose  in  the  direction  ot  Pitts- 
burg. A  section  of  thirty  miles  from  Lmsanne 
on  the  Lehigh,  toNescopeck  on  the  Susquehannah, 
has  been  completed  at  the  expense  of  36,000  dol- 
lars, by  a  company;  and  it  is  intended  to  extend  it 
70  milts  further  to  Newton,  on  the  Tioga  bri*nch 
of  the  Susquehannah^'  >'Jii«w  ir  /.■>: 
(to  ke  Continued.) 


Much  matter  is  lying  over.  Tlie  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  at  Elktoii,  Jld.  respecting  a  bank  there, 
with  several  other  things  relating  to  a  subject 
which  now  occupies  so  large  a  share  of  the  p-ublic 
attention,  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next. 

(Tj=The  KE.^F.H.tI.  isdkx,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
editor,  is  this  day  finished!  It  will  be  forwarded 
immediately  to  those  who  have  ordered  and  pai  I 
for  it.  Other  geiuUmen  desiring  copies  of  it,  may 
obtain  ther.-i  by  having  the  payment  of  three  dol- 
lius  for  it  eii'doi'sed  on  their  b'lUa  of  Xhe  airrent 
year,  by  any  of  the  agents  of  the  llK(iisTER;  or  by 
remitting  it' with  the  amount  of  the  present  j  ear's 
subscription,  as  usual.  This  is  tlie  condition  on 
which  it  may  be  had  at  present;  but  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  it"can  he  hail  very  long,  except  by  tliose 
piircitasing  comi)lete  sets.  Ont;  of  the  d>'partments 
of  lU  goverinncnl   «/  the  Cnit-d  Utatcs  has  oi'dne i 
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TWELVE  copies;  and  as  before  observed,  the  unap- 
propriated copies  are  only  about  500. 

0:1^Though  much  industry  has  been  used,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  get  through  with  the  bills 
usually  forwarded  to  different  places,  in  the  pre- 
sent week.  \Vf  hope  to  iinish  this  part  of  our  bu- 
ness  before  our  next  publication.to  give  our  friends 
an  early  opportunity  of  satisfying  our  liitle  clai'.ris 
upo"  them. 

1*1.6  ♦'Septennial  Retrospect"  shall  be  speedily 
revUTJifd.  The  proposed  notice  of  events  in  South 
An, erica  will  be  enriched  with  a  great  mass  of  sta- 
tis'ical  facts. 

I  he  present  rate  of  emigration  may  be  called 
prodigious.  We  have  a  list  of  reported  arrivals 
for  the  'veek  ending  yesterday,  which  shall  be  pre- 
served as  a  curiosity.  The  aggregate  of  emigrants 
cannot  have  been  less  than  3000! 


Equalization  of  Exchange. 

Let  every  Shylock  leave  his  hole,  and  in  ttie  open 
day  boldly  sharpen  his  knife,  to  t;tke  "the  pound  of 
flesh"  nearest  ihe  heart  of  his  honest  neighbor! 
Whet,  away, — "legitimate"  descendants  of  tiiose 
whom  HEATESLT  puHiT*  iashed  with  cords,  and 
drove  Jie^v^long  from  the  temple  of  God,  polluted 
by  tiieir  infamous  exchanges  of  money,  for  the 
day  your  triumph  is  at  band!  It  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary to  avoid  the  publicindignation,  that  you  should 
do  business  in  secret,  and  ask  passers-by,  -vill  you  be 
shaved,  sir — you  may  unblushingly  loll  at  your  ease 
and  rest  assured  of  plenty  of  customers.  You 
may  CM/  deep  instead  of  merely  s^imti.iff  as  hereto- 
fore— si^-ike  at  tlie  arteries  of  the  public  body  and 
gel  blood  enough  at  once  to  swim  in,  being  no 
longer  contented  with  leeching  it  from  the  veins  of 
labor.  SccH  is  the  decree  of  ti:k  nACJ-BARONS— 
they  have  resolved  to  give  extent  and  hespectamili- 
Tt  to  your  profession!  Notjjing  is  now  wanting 
to  the  perfection  of  the  "paper  sysiem,"  but  the 
consent  of  the  people — to  si  and   still,  and  let  its 

maiuifacturers  have  their  will  of  them!     Rut if 

the  people  do  stand  still,  and  with  arms  folded 
like  Russian  slaves,  patiently  bear  the  application 

of  your  knives 'hey  will  deserve  to  be  cursed 

with  all  the  charities  of  the  "Holy  I.iquisiiion,"  and 
be — condemned  "standing,  sitting,  walking,  lying, 
sleeping  and  waking,"  and  even  merit  after  deatli 
to  be  buried  in  the  highways,  with  slakes  dnven 

through  their  carcases,   as  seff  murderers for 

there  is  a  point  at  which  forbearance  ib  must  crimi- 
n,al. 

-Here  is  the  decree  of  the  barons: — 

(CIRCUIAH.) 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Aug.  28,  1818. 

Sm, — I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  ti»e  notes 
of  this  bank,  which  arj  made  payable  at  its  several 
offices  of  discpunt  and  deposit,  will  not  be  received 
at  this  bank,  after  this  day;  except  in  payiiient  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States.  Such  notes,  how- 
ever,  of  the  offices,  as  your  bank  may  have  receiv- 
ed, during  this  day,  will  be  received  in  exchange, 
tomorrow  morning. 

(Signed)                   JONA.  SMITH,  Cashier. 
■•  Esq.  Cashier Bank. 

Wliat  was  the  great  condition  on  wliich  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  incorporated?  It  was,  tliat 
the  exchange  should  be  ecjxialized — that  we  sliould 
liave  what  was  called  a  "NATIONAL  CURREN- 
CY." It  was  for  the  sake  of  these  things,  so  much 
to  be  desired,  that  the  constitution  v  as  exceeding^ly 
fitrained;  if  not  sensibly  violated,  in  v!ie  opinions  of 


soiTje  who  voted  for  chartering  this  bank: — and  what 
has  already  happened?  In  two  short  years  the  last 
vestige  of  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  people  for  the 
immense  advantages  bestowed  to  very  "belzebubs 
in  speculation,"  is  wrested  from  them  with  a  degree 
of  impudence  equalled  only  by  its  violation  of  every 
principle  of  common  justice,  if  not  of  common  ho- 
nesty.* 

The  whole  course  of  the  monied  trat>sactions 
of  the  United  States  are  changed  in  one  day,  with- 
out previous  intimation  of  the  design,  or  a  moment 
of  liiTie  being  allowed  to  the  public  to  prepare  for 
it.  1  am  lost  in  astonishment  when  I  contemplate 
tills  high-1'anded  m^'asure. "Alexander  tiie  deli- 
verer" or  the  dey  of  Algiers,  would  have  paused 
before  being  guilty  of  its  tellow;  and  certainly, 
would  have  issued  their  orders  to  their  slaves  in  a 
less  insolent  stile. 

Some  have  endeavored  to  soften  the  procedure 
by  saying,  such  w:*s  the  practice  of  the  old  bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  was  so,  partially,  and  per- 
haps generally.  But  t!ie  condition  of  tiie  establish- 
ment of  the  new  bank  v.'as,  that  it  should  not  act 
as  the  old  bank  did;  and  the  old  usage  is  no  more 
an  exaiise  fm'  the  present  rule,  than  it  is  for  one 
man  to  commit  burglary,  because  another  of  the 
same  name  committed  the  s.ime  arime  several 
years  ago. 

It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  gvess  the  precise  inten- 
tion of  this  act — and  be  it  remembere<l,  that  banks 
no  more  than  Icings,  are  bound  to  assign  a  reason 

for  their  wishes  or  will! Perhaps,  the  bank, 

embarrassed  by  the  dreadful  amount  of  its  stock- 
notes,  has  resolved  upon  it  as  the  only  means  of 
keeping  up  the  makers  of  them;  for  their  slock 
will  not  piiy  the  amounts  that  some  have  had 
accommodated  on  the  failli  of  it; — and  if  it  were 
foiced  into  the  market,  would  probably  reduce  the 
price   to  p:ir,  though   now   nominally  quoted    at 

125.f  ^ Perhaps,  as  the  government  of  the  U. 

Sates  is  about  to  recl.iim  five  millions  of  the  peo- 
ple's money,  which  the  bank  has  long  had  a  gratui- 
tous use  of,  it  is  its  design  to  draw  the  whole  of 
this  sum  directly  from  the  state  banks,  be  denying 
to  them  the  credits  heretofore  received  by  frc  e 
deposits  of  the  notes  of  what  must  now  be  farcically 
called  the  "national  currency,"  no  matter  where 
payable. + Perhaps,  as  congress  and  the  state 


*The  notice  at  tlic  New- York  branch  was  pe- 
remptory— and  the  like  was  probably  issued  a< 
every  shop  in  the  United  States.  The  siiddeiine.'n 
of  the  measure  is  unpardonable.  (Jj^IjuI  the  dog, 
grasping  at  the  shadow  in  the  water,  lost  the  meat 
ill  his  mouth.  'I'he  bank  may  feel  a  momentais 
ease,  but  tiiere  will  be  a  re-action;  luid  rcpntatioi, 
once  lost  is  not  easily  reguined. 

-j-I  am  informed  tlial  this  is  probably  the  Icadinc; 
CHU.se  of  the  oilensive  pi'ocedure.  Lumbered  wit!', 
ALMOST  <«js  n/"w/i//Vc"(.9  in  stock  notes,  and  with  llu 
Ur.ited  State.s'  part  of  the  c:ipital  inactive,  as  Xo 
tlie  production  oi  money,  the  great  resonrot;  of  lh< 
bank  lias  been  tlie  public  deposits;  and  a  pari  oi 
these  being  withdrawn,  has  iiightened  them  lnt(> 

what  must  be  esteemed  a  suicidal  net for  ii  is 

impossible  that  the  people  will  bear  witii  it. 

i The  amount  of  our  money  whicli  the  gctvcrn 
ment  of  the  U.  States  is  about  to  appropriate  \i, 
the  payment  of  owr  debts,  is  stated  to  be  5,tJ76,S5U 
dollars — being  half  \.Ue  amount  of  the  unre<!eer:)i;il 
Liouisiana  stock — of  this,  m^aily  1,300,000  is  [ena- 
ble at  London,  and  2,500,000  at  Amsterdam;  ilie 
rest  is  on  the  books  n'"  the  several  loan  oflice^  iii 
t!ie  U:;ited  '-'.ates. 
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legislatures  are  soon  to  be  in  session,  the  bank  in- 
tends to  make  the  pudltc  Misr.nT  an  agent  to  stiflp 
enfjiiiry,  or  to  demand  somelhiiig'  not  yet  prepared 

for  piiblic  view. Perhaps,  it  is  only  to  convert 

the  bank  into  a  vast  sliaxing  shop -in  which  grave 

men  assembled  round  the  board,  shall  fix  Ihe^ew  bro- 
kerage to  be  exacted  of  the  people,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times,  as  they  see  proper.* Per- 
haps, lastly,  tlie  report  rnay  be  true,  that  there 
have  have  not  been  any  real  sales  of  stoclc  in  En;r- 
land  for  a  considerable  t'.me,  and  that  John  BiiWs 
folks,  not  liking  llie  ff<9cfr-7ioie  part  of  the  es'abreh- 
ment,  and  deeming  it  a  "yankee  trick,"  have  re- 
solved to  have  nothing  ir.ore  to  do  with  it,  until 
the  stock  is  really  paid  for,  as  it  was  originally  in- 
tended by  congress,  and  CKpecied  by  the  people, 
that  it  should  be.f 

Hut,  whatever  may  be  the  design  of  this  pro- 
cedure, or  to  whatever  cause  it  may  be  ascribed, 
this  residt  is  certain,  that  every  man  in  the  United 
States,  50  or  100  persons  excepted,  will  suffer  by 

it§ for  it  has  rent  the  chain  of  business  from 

one  ehd  of  the  country  to  the  othei',  and  posilively 
stopped  the  solvent  local  banks  from  afibrding- 
ihcir  accustomed  accommodations.  It  will  give 
business  to  perhaps  o7ie  thousand  additional  brokers 
in  the  United  Slates,  and  employ  many  additional 
inillions  in  shaving-,  whiclv  ouglit  to  be  devoted  to 
honest  purposes.  For  all  the  offices,  it  s'rems,  are 
ordered  to  follow  tl)e  lead  of  the  mother  iniquity — 
rotes  even  of  tiie  mother  bank  were  refused  at  tlie 
ofiicc  in  Baltimore,  withotit  a  moment's  previous 
[public]  intimation  that  they  would  not  be  receiv- 
and  this  was  the  case  every  wlierell 
The.  fjcilities  of  remittance  being  thus  at  once 
destroyed,  the  discount  hitherto  paid  on  good  bank 
bills  must  be  advanced,  and  many  others  that  were 
at  par,  or  nearly  as  good  as  at  par,  will  be  from 
t-ii}:)  to  Jvc-  per  ceiit,  under  it.§  I'or  the  state  banks 
must  reject  eacli  other's  paper;  and  their  custom 
of  drawing  upon  one  another  must  be  greatly  di- 
minished, if  not  altogether  diacontinucd — nulrss 
they  loudly  appeal  to  the  people  aiul  combine  tu 
support  themselves  against  the  bank  of  the  United 


ed, 


*T!!is  brokerage  has  already  taken  place — 2^  per 
cent.  I  am  tcld,  is  required  between  Ballimore  and 
"Wasliington  city — both  ivdys,  I  presume! 

■jl  believe  Ihis  is  a  very  serious  fact — and  it  is 
added,  that  attempts  to  pa-ivit  certain  portions  of 
the  stock  in  London,  have  failed.  Wlietber  this 
intended  paionivrf  was  the  act  of  t!ie  bank,  or  of 
some  of  the  luige  speculators  in  its  stock,  I  am  not 
adviseil;  nor  is  ilie  difference  very  gi-eat,  be  that 
as  it  may.  And  there  is  not  aay  thing  doing  in  the 
stock  of  the  bank  in  the  United  States.  JVobodu 
wants  to  buy. 

llThe  procedure  may  well  be  esteemed  impudent 
— in  fact,  it  smells  strongly  of  dislionesty.  'I'he 
bank  had  secretly  determined  tiiat  to-morrow  it 
would  not  receive  such  and  sush  notes — and,  there- 
fore, to-day,  it  paid  out  nothing  but  such  notes.'  If  I 
were  to  give  to  one  of  my  workmen,  in  p.ayment  of 
his  wages,  a  bank-bill  today  which  Iprivale/y  knew 
would  n.ot  be  current  to-morrow,  and  it  remained 
on  his  hands— he  would  very  nearly  think  that  I 

was  a speculator.  I  had  written  a.  word  where 

the  dash  is,  that  probably  would  have  been  easier 
understood  thim  tliat  of  "speculator;"  but  it  is  un- 
courtly,  and  my  meaning  will  be  discovered  with- 
out it. 

§1  calculate  my  ov/.i  loss  at  100  dollars  per  month, 
for  two  months  to  come.  A  preity  specimen  of 
wholesale  swindling;  and  I  caii^t  help  it— yet. 


States.     But  their  appeal  may  be  in  vain — too  few 
of  them  have  deserved  even  mercy  at  our  hands. 

What  then  is  to  be  done?  The  people  must  them- 
selves rise  up  and  command  what  reason  and  jus- 
tice have  begged  for.  They  must  speak  a  language 
to  their  reprtsenta  '.ves  that  will  be  heai*d,  and 
felt  to  sliake  the  foundations  of  the  capitol  at  Wash- 
ington, and  at  the  seats  of  the  governments  of  the 
several  states.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many,  and  in- 
deed, it  seems  a  just  one,  that  not  only  the  spirit, 
but  the  letter  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Siates  was  grossly  violated  on  the  very  day 
that  tlie  bocks  v,  ere  first  opened,  and  especially  ia 
the  general  evasion  of  the  payment  of  the  second 
and  third  instalments,  by  the  great  stockholders — 
Let  the  facts  be  severely  enquired  iato.  Let  tlie 
public  voice  demand  that  every  member  ot  con- 
gress who  is  a  stock'ioide  •  in  tliis  bank,  or  a  sha- 
ver of  notes,  (^[^j'shall  retire  from  his  seal  -tvhen  the 
matter  is  dUciissed,  under  penalty  of  the  public  scokx, 
that  the  subject  may  6e  nisiNTEUEsTEDLT  acted  upon, 
as  every  subject  ought  to  be — and  tlie  institution  iviU 
be  reformed  or  be  destroyed  us  right  shall  appear  to 
demand  of  the  representatives  of  an  abused  peof'ix. 
I  wrote  the  word  "destroyed"  with  perfect  cool- 
ness and  deliberation;  and  perhaps,  it  is  well,  that 
at  a  time  of  peace  and  when  the  government  is  un- 
embarrassed, as  to  funds,  the  subject  is  presented 
for  consideration.  The  institution  is  exceedingly 
powerful.  A  principal  stockholder  and  one  of  die 
directors  of  the  mother  bank,  has  observed,  that 
he  "ti-emblrid  far  the  standing-  of  the  govermnent,  and 
for  the  liberties  of  the  people,  if  this  great  engine  ever 
passed  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies."  The  proba- 
bility is,  that  a  majority  of  tlie  stock  whicli  is  veal- 
ly  paid  for,  belongs  to  British  subjects  already;  and 
if  need  requires,  enough  convenient  tools  may  be 
found  in  the  United  Slates  to  manage  it  as  lord 
Castlereagh,  ^r  even  Mr.  Cunning,  would  direct 
them.  A  meeting  of  the  "republicans"  of  Middle- 
town,  Con.  has  been  held — col.  James  Plum,  chair, 
man,  and  Jfenry  JJ'olcott,  clevk,  by  whom  the  branch 
at  that  place  has  been  publicly  denounced  as  being 
directed  contrary  to  their  wishes  and  expectations. 
More  of  such  subjects  hereafter. 

It  would  seem  that  the  point  of  time  which  every 
reflecting  man  has  fearfully  looked  fur,  for  several 
years,  has  nearly  arrived.  That  the  "i-apeh  sxs<" 
tEjm"  would  blow  up,  has  been  as  confidently  ex- 
pected as  that  the  human  body  would  die.  And, 
seeing  that  it  vinst  explode,  tlie  sooner  it  does  ex- 
plode the  better  will  it  be  for  the  people.  Thanks 
be  to  God! — that  they  are  yet  able  to  bear  an  ope. 
ration  which,  if  postj  ;)ned  four  or  five  years  lon- 
ger, by  its  increased  force  would  destroy  tens  of 
thousands  of  them.  The  thing  that  has  happened 
was  anticipated — we  are  not  surprized  by  it,  ex- 
cept at  the  unjustifiable  suddenness  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  at  what  we  must  call,  the  impudence  of^its 
manner.  No  pretext  is  assigned — no  reason  given; 
after  the  manner  of  the  ungrateful  wretch  Vho 
sits  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  we  ai'e  told  "the  king 
■wills  it,"  and  obedience  is  expected  as  a  thing  of 
course.  But,  though  the  minds  of  many  dealing 
men  may  be  brought  to  bow  to  this  ordinance  of  the 
mighty,  the  sturdy  free-born  laborers  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  the  agriculturalists,  mechanics  and 
manufacturers,  with  the  productive  people  ot  every 
class,  will  rally  round  and  save  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  As  my  soul  lives — as  1  humbly 
hope  for  happiness  hereafter,  I  would  rather  be  a 
subject  of  the  Russian  autocrat  than  a  crea- 
ture to  live  on  the  favdr  of  a  »non«e</ aristocracy.  An 
'individual  tyrant  may  have  a  sense  of  honor  and 
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feel  shame— but  the  "council  of  ten,"  by  dividing 
an  act  of  villainy,  never  had  the  former  nor  fell 
the  latter. 

To  the  polls  then,  mi;  countrymen/— to  the  poU.i.'— 
Djsiniss  every  rag  baron,  great  and  small,  from  the 
general  and  state  legislatures!  Put  yourselves  on 
your  defence,  or  be  eatea  up  by  them! 


of  materials,  or  incapacity  in  the  ar.istg,  h.ive 
scarcely  risen  into  view,  when  they  cease  to  pio- 
grcss;  and  after  enduring  for  a  short  while,  unas- 
sisted  by  hope  or  pity,  remain  like  artificial  ruins, 
the  miujfled  emblems  of  novelty  and  de^•o'aLia^. 

Far  different  was  the  horoscope  of  this  institu- 
tion. It  was  seen,  that  in  other  quarters,  medical 
colleges  might  indeed  be  founded,  and  even  blip- 


American  Inhumanity ! 

,  The  Lontton  Qiiatt:;rly  Revieiv  for  .lu'.e  last,  has 
an  article  respecting  il\e  unfortunate  "Congo  ex- 
pedition," under  command  of  capt.  Tuckey — in 
giving  the  catalogue  of  those  v/ho  fell  victims  to 
the  enterprise,  has  the  followifig  remarks — ''Ths 
last  victim  that  we  have  to  mention  is  lieutenant 
STOKOK  of  the  navy  Tliis  bi'ave  officer  was  se- 
verely wounded  when  our  little  squadron  so  gallant- 
ly defended  itself  against  an  overwhelming  force 
on  lake  Erie;  and  -xhcn  takai  prisoner  tvas  viarc/ieJ 
sev.-ral  hundred milss  intoKenlucky,  HANDCUFFED 
LIKE  A  FELON." 

Now,  as  the  Quarterly  Review  never  told  a  false- 
hood about  Amarican  affairs,  never  retailed  >viU'ul 
untruihs  respecting  our  manners,  habits  or  charac- 
ter!'! we  v/ere  quite  shocked  at  this  terrible  charge 
of  a  want  of  gentility,  as  well  as  of  humanity,  to  so 
brave  a  man  as  lieut.  Stokoe,  late  of  "liis  majesty's" 
son-of-a  "mercantile  military"  force  on  lake  Erie, 
and  instantly  proceeded  to  see  what  ntiglit  be  of 
^red  in  excuse  for  it — admitting  that  the  statement 
made  in  the  Revievj  is  inie,  which  is  admitting  a 
great  deal,  as  every  body  knows;  and  we  liappen- 
ed  to  think  that  the  lieutenant  might  have  been 
treated  "like  a  felnn"  for  being  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  the  facts  stated  in  t!ie  Weekly  ilrcis- 
TEB,  of  Dec.  4,  1813,  vol.  V.  page  231— as  follows: 
**Wliile  at  ddllicothe,  the  British  officers  strictly 
roaintained  that  high  reputation  {or  modesty  ^niXgoud 
order  tliat  belongs  to  the  unassuming  character  of 
that  nation.     Two  or  three  of  them  were  put  in  the 
common  jail  for  violating  the  laws  of  civil  society; 
and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  was  scarcely  pre- 
vented from  the  commission  of  a  deed  (on  a  little 
girl  10  or  12  years  old)  that  might  have  brought 
him  to  the  gallows.  The  Kentuckians  will  keep  them 
in  due  bounds." 

(jj'By  referring  to  my  private  correspondence, 
on  which  this  paragraph  was  written,  I  find  that 
it  was  "his  honor"  major  Chambers  that  so  nearly 
put  his  neck  into  tiie  halter.  Lieut.  Stokoe  was 
probably  one  of  the  lawless  individuals  who  gave 
so  much  trouble  to  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
prisoners  made  by  Harrison  and  Perry;  for  we  find 
his  name  is  in  the  list  of  those  that  were  at  Chilli- 
cothe. 


Medical  College  of  Maryland. 

[COMJMUNICATED.] 

Of  the  medical  seminaries  which  have  been  es- 
tablished in  the  United  States,  that  of  Baltimore, 
though  later  in  the  epncha  of  its  found.ation  than 
several  others,  seems  either  first  or  fast  pressing 
on  to  become  first,  in  dignity  of  attitude  and  splen- 
dor of  repiLitation.  Like  the  city  which  it  adorns, 
its  growth  his  been  rapid  and  its  career  illustrious: 
like  it  too,  the  penumbra  whicli  it  casts  into  futu- 
rity is  vast  and  magnificent. 

The  fate  of  human  institutions  and  human  enter- 
prises seems  indeed  marked  in  their  origin.  Some 
are  so  Chimerical  in  their  plan,  that  except  in  the 
brain  of  their  projector  they  cannot  properly  be 
faid  ever  to  have  e;:istetl,    Oihsra,  from  sQantir.es,s 


ported,  by  the  particular  states  to  which  ihty 
might  very  emphatically  he  said  to  belong:  bi:t  it  w.ig 
seen,  that  here  and  here  alone,  was  the  scite  for  the-; 
erection  of  an  institution,  in  the  existence  and  sup- 
port of  which  all  the  popidation  from  the  Snsquc- 
hnunah  to  the  Mlssissippisliould  be  equally  interest- 
ed; in  the  glory  and  advantages  of  vhich  they 
should  all  alike  participate;  and  in  the  promotion 
and  e^ijoyment  of  which  glory  and  advantages,  they 
would  ail  gradually  and  naturally  concur. 

To  this  granl  point  of  union  bctv.'eeh  tlie  west, 
the  south  and  the  north,  an  insiitulion,  which  from 
its  nature  to  be  great  must  in  all  cases  be  gaieral, 
and  to  be  useful  must  be  common,  was  tlien  safely 
confided.  Penetration  marked  the  spot,  wisdom 
matured  the  plan,  public  spirit  laid  the  cointr 
stone;  and  tlie  applauding  genius  of  the  healing  art 
sent  his  most  inspired  votaries  and  most  favore<l 
ministers  to  perform  the  service  of  his  noble 
"emple. — Patriotism  rejoiced  to  see,  that  an  institu- 
tion, so  ne  ess  ry,  calculated  to  be  so  exten- 
sively serviceable,  and  destined  to  become  so  splen 
didly  great,  was  committed  in  its  commencement 
to  men  worthy  to  be  recorded  as  its  founderi;  — 
that  a  scliool  placed  in  t!ie  focus  of  convergin^f 
millions  v.'as  adorned  by  professors,  whose  abilities 
and  learning  in  their  respective  departments  mighc 
draw  auditors  even  to  a  desert. 

In  this  rare  association  of  talents,  worthy  of  the 
high  destinies  of  this  institution  and  combined  to 
promote  them,    it   is    surely   no   vain  imaginatiou 
to   think,   that   we  see   the  finge;*  of  I'rovidenct, 
pomting  out  his  chosen   fane   of  healing  disptnsa- 
tion.     Nor  can  the   cause  fail    of  having  its  effect 
\  single  man,  of  eminent   abilities   and  extensive 
knowbdge,  (yet  surely  far  within  the  uttermost  li 
mits  of  human  power  and  h.uman  attainments)  wa'^ 
able  to  convert  the  marshes  of  Leyden  into  one  vast- 
Athenxum,  to  which  the  students  of  medical  sci- 
ence resorted  from  all  Europe,     lieturfiing  from 
this  university,  and  rich  in  the  tieastirep,pai  ticular-, 
ly  of  anatomical  knowledge,  which  he  had  there 
acquired,  the  elder  Monro,  absolutely,  alone,  found- 
ed the  medical  college  of  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh.    In  the  course  of  acenlnn-,  a  succession  of 
two  or  three  sviperlor  men  in  difl'trent  departments, 
I  supported  by  coadjutors   of  but   common   merit, 
were  sufficient   to  raise  this  medical  school  to  a 
height  of  fame,  which  attracted  the  wistful  gaze 
of  many  a  fond  votary  of  medical  science,  and,  till 
of  late,  drew  many  a  southern  cis-atlantic  youth  to 
Caledonia's  shores. 

If  the  genius  and  exertions  o?  indiviJuals  in  the 
old  world  have  possessed  such  a  fascinating  power 
to  draw  the  studious  in  quest  of  medical  iaforma- 
tion,  from  foreign  lands  and  jarring  tongues  even 
to  the  most  inhospitable  climes,  wotdd  it  not  be  irt' 


suiting  to  the  cliaracter  of  Americans  to  suppose, 
that  an  their  own  soil,  and  not  only  within  the  na- 
tural sphere  of  language  and  country,  but  within 
even  the  strictest  limits  of  inthn;ii','  'jhysical  and 
morid  connection,  a  less  powerful  lullutiice  should 
be  .shed  forth  by  the  phalanx  of  genius  embodied 
in  the  medical  college  uf  Ualtimore,  and  liiat  aless 
swelling  enthusiasm  to  profit  hj  their  Qombiued 
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exertions  should  roll  from  all  sides  its  Wives  of  vu- 
dito»-s  to  their  halls  of  insti'Uction? 

We  neither  deceive  ourselves  nor  seek  to  de- 
ceive others.  On  the  contrary,  we  wish  only  to 
remove  the  bandage  from  the  eyes  of  preju  lice, 
andto  dissipate  a  most  ef^refjioirs  though  uatu  al 
delusion.  Let  us  not  then  be  misuMderstood.  We 
do  not  mean  to  represent  the  medicil  faculty  of  the 
university  of  Marjlind^  as  a  constellation,  of  which 
the  several  stars  Hrc  in  bii(jluneis  and  magnilude 
equsl  each  to  e:\c!)  of  those',  whic!i  at  distant  in- 
tervals and  in  solitary  splendor,  Isave  beamed  on 
the  walls  of  .'iny  European  seniriMvy,  Ihi'ouj^h  all 
the  long  period  since  the  era  of  i's  fouiuLition. — 
This  would  be  to  offend  the  modesiy  of  merit,  and 
to  insult  the  claims  of  justice,  by  extending  them 
(very  unnecessirily)  bpyond  the  boands  of  reason 
and  of  truth.  It  wonld "indeed  be  clai'.ning  for  the 
Baltimore  medical  college  such  a  superiority  oyer 
the  highest  European  medical  seminary  as  no  in- 
stitution ever  possessed  over  any  other.  It  would 
be  elevating  her  eminence  above  a  c/dninraoi'  com 
ijner/ perfections  w'r.cli  never  had  existence.  Yet 
this  superiority,  t!;ough  so  enormous  in  its  extent 
that  its  contin'(jency  would  be  monstrous  and  its 
expectation  absurd,  can  sometir.-.es  be  so  sunk  by 
prejudice  and  delusion,  r.s  unconsciously  to  be  laid 
down,  even  as  a  cortfhii'in  Gfeqiialiih,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  comparisons  drawn  between  our  institutions 
and  those  of  foreign  countries.  Into  this  oblivious 
contradiction,  ardent  imaginatioiK,  as  yet  unre 
strained  by  judi^'ment  and  uicorrectod  by  eicperi 
ence,  are  likewise  very  apt  to  fill.  Tiius,  in  esti- 
mating the  comparaJtive  claims  of  the  Haltimore 
and  Edinburgh  medical  seminaries  to  actuul  pre- 
eminence for  merit  in  the  professsors  ai>d  advan- 
vantagetothe  student,  it  is  often  not  \.ht  (f-nijUii^' 
medical  faculty  of  the  one  vdiic!»  is  compared  with 
that  of  the  other;  but  on  the  one  hand  tlie  spirits  of 
the  dead,  oi  the  otlier  the  geniuses  of  the  living. 
Thecometary  fires  of  MonrojufGullen  and  of  Uiack, 
wheeling  in  the  revolution  of  a  century  over  the 
old  and  new  walls  of  Edinburgh  college,  form  to 
lliese  distant  spectators,  or  rather  to  these  f^n- 
cy-spelled  enlhusiasty,  onecoritiiiU>us  and  res, -.en- 
dent  arch  of  !;lorv,  with  v.'iiich  ev^ii  the  starry  cir- 
cle of  fixed  lights,  tliat  hang  so  brilliant  around 
the  dome  of  the  R.dtimore  medic. d  college,  can, 
Ihey  think,  hardly  ventiu  c  to  (,:oi!ipare.  Wi.-, cer- 
tainly shall  accept  for  tliem  no  challenge  from  the 
grave;  much  less  shall  we  pi'-tend  to  balance  them 
in  one  scale  against  all  the  medical  worthies  of  an- 
tiquity that  cat\  be  tlirown  into  tiie  other — nor  shall 
we  further  jnsiat  on  the  injustice  and  absurdity  of 
estimating  them  by  sue!)  acompuison. 

From  a  comparison  -.vith  iv.iy  existing  medical 
aCininary  foreign  or  domestic,  A'em.iy  however  de- 
clare our  conviction,  ihat  the  IJ.iUimor.e  medical 
college  would  derive  such  honorable  distinction, 
as  would  be  found  to  justify  even  now,  on  the 
ground  of  uncommon  merit  in  its  professors,  tiiat 
extensive  resort  of  medio.d  students,  whicii  at  no 
distant  period  is  infal'il-ly  deslin'.'d  to  tiuong  i's 
halls.  This  we  may  certainly  OiTer  as  our  opinion, 
without  any  just  cau*e  of  offence  to  liie  oilier 
medical  seminaries  winch  do  honor  to  o  u-  country. 
We  respect  them  all,  titougli  in  di.'iVrcnt  degrees; 
but  a  ])reference  must  be  given  sommi'liTe — and  we 
acknowledge  that  it  is  with  pleasure  we  find 
reason  to  accord  this  preference  to  the  university 
of  Maryland. 

Particular  comparisons  however  would  unques- 
tionably be  odious.  Dropping  therefore  ail  inten- 
t'o:-.  of  measuring  imUviduallij  the  inc^lical  faculty 


■  f  lit-  university  of  Maryland  with  that  of  any 
G'her  university,  and  endetvoring  also  to  eliminate 
as  far  as  possible  even  all  secret  and  mental  colla- 
tions, we  sdil  feel  it  in  a  degree  our  du'y  to  lay  be- 
fore tiie  public  a  cursory  uncomparative  sketch  of 
e  :ch  of  the  chairs  of  this  inistitutinn;  and  we  trust, 
that,  while  our  notices  shall  be  marked  with  the 
candour  of  disinterested  criticism,  hov/ever  we 
may  surprise,  we  shall  not  offend,  the  professoi'S 
wlio  may  find  their  names  on  our  page. 

1  1  a  notification  lately  publi^lied  by  theuniversi, 
ty  if  Maryland  (and  which,  i--  fact,  is  the  occasion 
w.iich  has  given  origin  to  these  remarks)  the  chairs 
of  the  medical  college  are  announced  as  follows-; 

Ar.atomy— ./ry/ui  R.  Davidge,M.  D. 

Tlieory  and  >   «/.    ,      .  ,  i,  ...      »#•  » 

Practice  of  medicine,   f  ''^«^^«"'«'  Potley.M.  B 

C'.\tmisUy—E'isha  De  Butts,  M  D. 

Materia  M^dica — Samuel  Baker,  M.  D. 
Pt  inciples  and        >  ,,,.„.       ^.,  ,.    „ 

practice  of  surgery- ^  '^*"»«'"  ^'^'0">  ^  ^• 

Midwifery  and  diseases  ?  „•  ,       ,  „r  rr  „    ar  n 
of  women  and  children- ^  '^'^^"'^'^  '^^^'''  ^^-  ^• 

Iiststutes  of  physic — Maxtoell  McDorjell,  M.  1). 

All  these  gentlemen  we  have  heard  lecture;  and 
to  all  of  them,  for  the  zeal,  ability  and  honor  with 
whicli  they  fill  their  respective  professorships,  we 
can  extend  the  unqualiiied  testimony  of  our  warm- 
est approbation.  Our  limits  however  will  not 
permit  us  to  enter  so  fully  as  we  could  wish  into 
the  merits  of  any;  and  will  oblige  us  to  confine  our 
reiTiHrk-  particularly  to  a  few  of  those  traits  in  their 
respcCive  professorial  characters  with  which  we 
happen  to  be  roost  pariicularly  acquainted.  We 
bc'gin  with  Dacu  1)  .vidge. 

DOGT.  DAVIDGK. 

In  Doot.  Davidge,  the  professor  of  anatomy,  v/ft 
behold  a  mtn  worthy  to  have  bee .  one  of  the  prin- 
cipnl  fuinders  of  the  institution,  and  wiiose  supe- 
rior talent:;  are  so  well  known  as  to  reuiler  any  de- 
srripiio:\  of  our's  superfluous  f.^r  their  tpnreciation. 
Under  the  admimsiration  of  this  gentleman,  the  de- 
partmentofanatomy,soessenti.d!voboth  the  surgeon 
and  physician,  rises  into  additional  interest  and  im-  - 
portance.  A  subjec;,  whicli,  presenting  a  vast 
complication  of  rninutia;,  ever  req  lires  from  the 
student  tlie  utmost  severity  of  application,  and 
whicli,  as  generally  treated,  while  it  crnvds  the 
aching  memory,  leaves  the  mind  an  arid  blank  of 
thought — a  subject,  which  arhop.g  students  is  as 
proverbially  dull  and  dry  as  it  is  c0nfessed'.y  im- 
portant— oecomcs,  they  are  astonished  to  find,  un- 
d*rr  the  magic  totioh  of  this  profevsor's  genius,  a  mi- 
c.jcoam,  teeming  with  the  intellect — exciting  won- 
ders of  physiology,  and  glowing  with  the  vivid  co- 
lours of  a  rich  and  spltnulid  eloquence. 
DOC  r.  PO  I'TER 

To  this  gentleman  i'?  confided  the  chair  of  the 
theory  and  practice  of  Medicine.  Abounding  with 
all  the  stores  of  ancient  and  modern  medical  learn- 
i.:g,  his  mind,  vast,  solid  and  discriminating,  is  nei- 
tiifr  enc;imbcred  nor  perplexed.  The  various 
theories  of  disease  and  the  various  modes  of  treat- 
ment which  he  explains,  are  exhibited  with  such 
accuracy  of  method  and  examined  v/iih  such  phi- 
losopi.ical  discernment,  that  out  of  chaos  order 
seems  to  rise,  and  even  error  is  made  subservient 
to  the  increase  of  knowledge  and  the  ascertain- 
ment of  truth. 

DOCT.  DK  BUTTS. 

Doct.  De  r.utts  is  the  professor  of  chemistry. 
Devoted  to  this  science  with  a  partial  enthusiasm, 
he  excites  a  similar  devotion  in  all  that  hear  hinri. 
Easy  and  natural  in  Ids  m-mner^  chaste  and  elegan*^ 
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-in  his  diction,  copious  and  fluent  in^his  elocution; 
clear  in  his  own  ideas  and  perspicuous  in  Iheir 
communicalion;— this  professor  bring^s  all  the 
charms  of  Addisonian  eloquence  to.the  illustration 
of  the  principles  and  to  the  detail  of  the  facts  of 
chemical  philosophy.— Ingenious  in  devising,  neat 
and  felicitous  in  performing  his  experiments,  it 
would  seem,  that  with  a  retort,  u  jar  and  h  few  wine 
glasses  only,  he  could  never  be  at  a  loss;  bat  his 
genius  is  not  thus  cramped,  "for  the  extensive  and 
splendid  chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus, 
lately  imported  from  France,"  "affords"  him  "the 
means  of  treating  the  various  objects  of  his  depart- 
ment" "in  ail  their  varieties.' 

DOC  r.  BAKEH. 
Tiie  chair  of  Materia  Medica  is  filled  by  Doct. 
Baker.  Tliis  professor,  we  understand,  formerly 
filled  the  chemical  chair:  and,  whether  we  regard 
the  botanical  exactness  with  v/hich  he  describes 
the  siniples,  the  chemical  ability  with  whicli  he 
treats  the  preparations  of  the  compounds,  or  the 
fund  of  medical  science  and  therapeutical  informa- 
tion which  he  conveys  in  the  accotint  of  the  iists 
of  the  articles  of  eitijer  denomination;  in  a  word, 
whether  as  a  botanist,  a  chemist,  or  a  physician,  he 
is  admirably  and  peculiarly  qualified  tor  his  pre- 
sent  department.— By  dwelling  with  particular 
care  and  minuteness  on  the  indigenous  vegetable 
productions  of  the  Urtited  Stales,  and  awakeiung  to 
them  the  curiosity  and  attention  of  his  chiss,  he 
has  likewise,  with  us  and  with  the  public,  an  ad- 
ditional claim  to  respect,  both  as  a  philosopher 
and  an  American. 

DOCT.  GIBSON. 
In  Doct.  Gibson,  the  profe.ssor  or  surgery,  we  see 
a  man  w!io,  to  those  peculiar  natural  talents, 
wliich  pave  the  way  to  eminence  in  litis  profes- 
sion, joins  all  the  advantages  v.  liicii  uncommon  cul- 
tivation can  bestow.  Almost  born  a  sturgeon,  ft)l- 
iowing  the  strong  impulse  of  natural  inclination, 
and  bent  on  losing  no  po--/ihle  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing his  desiined  art;  he  for  tiiis  pnvpose  early  Visit- 
ed Britain.  There  botli  in  Scotland  and  in  Eng- 
land, in  colleges  and  hospitals,  under  the  most 
eminent  lecturers  in  the  profession,  both  puUic  anrl 
private,  he  pross,C"ted  Ills  studies  with  all  the  ar- 
dor of  genius,  engaged  in  its  favorite  pursuit; — smd 
exhausted  all  the  fountains  of  instruction.  Now 
equal  to  his  masters  and  already  old  in  experietice, 
he  returned  into  his  country.  Here  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  art  with  a  skill,  a  success 
and  a  reputation,  which  have  goae  on  constantly 
augmenting,  and  which  have  left  him,  either  ai 
home  or  abroad,  but  few  rivals  and  no  superiors. — 
Can  any  one  doubt  of  the  advantage — and  we  may 
add — of  the  pleasure  and  glory  ot  studying  under 
such  a  teacher.? — But  there  is  another  circumstance 
relative  to  Doct.  Gibsun,  which  it  would  be  unpar- 
donable to  pass  over.  We  refer  to  the  asfouishing 
success  with  whicli  he  has  applied  himself  to  the 
art  of  anatomical  modeling.— In  this  art,  by  which 
the  evanescent  phenomena  of  dissection  are  incor- 
Tuptibly  fixed, — and  the  morbid  diaroorphoses 
which  a  long  and  varied  practice  has  observed, 
from  vaguely  memorial  and  almost  inccmmuuica 
bly  personal,  are  .embodied  in  tlieir"very  form  and 
pressure,"  and  made  the  common  knowledge  of 
all  times  and  places;  in  tliis  art,  in  which  the  at- 
tainment of  excellence  is  as  dii-Hcult  as  it  is  useful, 
as  full  of  pains  to  the  anatomist  as  it  is  pregnant 
with  delight  to  the  beholder,  ami  therefore  so  rare 
and  so  honored,  that  the  bust  of  Ruysch  stands 
alone  high  and  isolated  on  its  pedestal; — in  this 
art  the  productions  of  Doct  Gibson  possess  a  per- 


fection, whiclr  it  is  impossible  to  contempl.ite 
without  a  burst  of  admiration. — In  the  United 
States  there  is  certainly  nothinjf  which  can  be  com- 
pared with  them;  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  which 
Britain  can  boast,  we  may  venture  to  assert  (judg- 
ing from  what  we  have  seen)  that  they  are  emi- 
nently superior;  and  we  ar£  well  informed,  that  on 
the  continent  likewise,  at  least  in  France  and  Italy, 
it  would  be  wholly  in  vain  to  look  for  their  paral- 
lels.—We  do  not  therefore  hesitate  to  declare  our 
opinion  that  the  cabinet  of  Doct.  Gibson  affords  his 
students  advantages,  no  where  else  attainable,;— 
and  to  predict,  that  at  some  future  period,  when 
he  shall  be  no  more,  it  will  be  p'  oudly  exhibited 
in  some  national  museum,  as  a  splendid  mon-ament 
of  genius  that  does  honor  to  his  country. 
DOCT.  HALL. 
By  referring  to  the  schedule  of  the  prolcssor- 
ships,  it  will  be  seen,  that  Doct.  Hall  is  theprofes- 
for  of  mid:i>ifhi!  — The  great  respect  whic!:  we  have 
for  the  professional  talents  of  this  gentleman,  and 
the  eminent  con.siderailon  to  which  we  deem  him 
entitled  for  the  conduct  of  his  profess-tjrial  depart- 
me;:t,  cause  us  to  rei-j-re^,  that  from  uie  delicate  na- 
ture o(  \he  objects  (if  iiis  departmejtt  we  should  h€ 
prevented  ironi  entering  into  those  details  of  his 
manner  of  treating  the  in,  by  wlilch  we  are  well 
persu'-ded  that  our  own  high  estimation  of  him 
would  be  imparted  to  Die  public We  may  howe- 
ver be  permitted  to  bear  testimony  in  a  general 
TMy,  to  tlie  zeal  with  wliicii  he  labors  to  communi- 
cate  to  his  class  his  own  masterly  knowledge  of 
Uiea.nalomy,  pliysiology  and  history  ofthe  pelvis,  its 

appendages  an!  productions; -to  Uie  care  which 

he  takes  to  apprise  them  of  every  possible  contin- 
gence  and  to  prepare  them  for  every  accident, — 
in  a  word  to  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he 
indoctrinates  them  in  every  br.mch  of  sexual  noso- 
logy necessary  to  direct  tlie  practice  during  gesta- 
tion  and  after  parturivion,  as  well  as  in  the  more 
linuted  art  of  obs'.etrication. 

DOCT.  McDowell. 

Finally,  the  institutes  of  medicine  are  the  pro- 
fessorship of  Dr.  McDdweli,  and  are  treated  by  hira 
with  preci.-Mon,  method,  judgment  and  candor. 
The  iminensity  of  the  field  allotted  to  his  labors 
wit!)  undismayed  courage  he  is  daily  endeavoring 
to  fill  up  by  research;  order  and  taste  regulate  its 
disiribtition;  patience  and  industry  preside  over  its 
cultivation.  From  the  receptien  ofthe  aliment, 
thro'  its  d-gcstion,  chjlification,  and  sanguification, 
to  its  complete  animalization  and  conversion  into 
t!ie  different  parts  and  organs  ofthe  body;— from 
the  description  of  these  organs  and  their  several 
functions  and  secreiions  in  the  natural  healthy 
slate — to  an  account  of  thederangemftnts  to  which 
ihey  are  liable  and  ofthe  morbid  phenomena  which 
these  derangements  produce;  in  fine,  thro'  all  the 
theories  of  morbid  predisposition  and  morbid  ac- 
tion, from  the  four  temperaments  of  Hippocrates, 
down  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  plus  and  minus 
states  ofthe  ancient  medical  metbodists  as  they 
stand  revived  in  the  modern  plagiarisms  of  Dar- 
win  and  of  Brown,— and,  on  the  other,  to  the  uni- 
versal nosopoietic  spasm  of  CuUen,  more  openly 
tho'  more  vaguely  announced  in  the  mysdc  unity 
of  disease  by  his  favorite  Uusli; — thro'  all  these 
mazy  wilds  of  facts  and  doctrine:i,  the  student  is 
led  Vy  his  untiring  guide,  with  a  wary  caution, 
and  a  sober  philosophy,  which,  if  they  do  not  make 
him  an  impassioned  proselyte  to  parly  or  to  sect. 
svill,  it  is  prtsumed,  make  him  a  serious  convert  to 
wisdom,  and  teach  him  how  difFiCGlt^  the  *as'-r  t.'. 
ascertain  the  t^ut^,  ' 
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Suc'i  are  the  outlines  of  the  professorial  charac 
ters  of  the  several  gentlemen  who  fill  at  present 
the.'lifferent  cliairs  of  this  institution.  Beinfj  mere 
omlines,  not  fullporsraits,  they  in  sonae  instances, 
fill  fir  short  of  beinp^  complete  repi-esentations  of 
their  originals:  but  they  are  jjcrhaps  sufficient  re- 
semblances, to  impress  a  discerniitg  public  with 
the  conviction,  so  strongly  stamped  on  our  minds, 
that  in  the  destination  of  nature,  that  the  university 
of  Maryland  sliould  become  the  medical  empo 
rium  of  avast  extent  of  country,  she  has  smiled 
approbn.  ion  ou  its  origin,  -.nd  commissioned  some 
of  her  most  favored  geniuses  to  take  charge  of  its 
early  administration. 

We  will  not  further  urge  the  various  topics  of 
its  reconimendableness  on  which  we  have  already 
insisted.  We  have  compared  it  to  the  university 
of  Edinburg;— and  we  have  avowed  the  preference 
which  we  see  good  reason  to  give  it,  over  any  of 
the  other  medical  institutions  of  our  own  country. 
Without  quitting  this  high  stand  of  peculiar  and 
distinguishing  merit,  to  occupy  a  lower  and  more 
general  ground,  we  may  slill,  by  way  of  supple- 
ment remark, — that  the  Baltimore  rasdical  college 
e.ihiUits  likewise  an  unequalled  degree  of  that 
striking  eneigy,  ardent  activity  and  vigorous  ex- 
er'inn  which  are,  more  or  less,  the  general  charac- 
teristics of  young  iiistitullons.  Hence,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  professional  corps,  rich  in  learning 
and  in  talents,  it  joins  that  of  a  most  assiduous  and 
diligent  instruction. 

With  ttcse  remarks,  tho'  many  others  higlily 
interesting  might  be  added,  we  think  proper  to 
bring  our  review  of  the  medical  college  of  the 
university  of  Maryland  to  a  close.  We  have  en- 
deavored to  present  a  faithful  viev/  of  its  lofty  si- 
tuation and  extensive  prospects;  of  its  saloons  of 
science  and  its  chairs  of  instruction.  Standing 
alooF  witlioutthe  pale  of  the  institution,  and  wholly 
unconnected  with  it  in  interest  and  reputation,  we 
have  paused,  like  a  traveller  on  his  waj',  to  con- 
template the  gi-andeur  of  its  design,  the  excellence 
of  its  materials  and  the  beauty  of  its  structure. 
The  sketch  which  we  have  pencilled  we  now  lay 
before  tlie  public; — offering  it  as  an  article  of  li- 
terary statisticts,  which  may  afford  useful  intelli- 
gence to  the  young,  and  suggest  pleasing  reflec- 
tions to  the  old;  as  a  theme  whicli  may  gratify  the 
feelings  of  patriotism  and  promote  the  welfare  of 
the.  community.  THE  OBSERVER. 


Connecticut  Convention. 

The  convention  called  agreeably  to  a  late  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  met  at  Hartford  on 
the  26tli  inst.  Gov.  SVolcott  was  chosen  president, 
and  James  Lanman  clerk.  On  taking  the  chair,  Mr. 
Wolcott  said: 

Gentlemen — I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  obligations 
I  am  under,  for  the  honor  j'ou  have  conferred  upon 
me.  I  s))all  need  your  assistance,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  various  duties  of  the  station  which  I  arn  call- 
ed to  fill,  and  being  entirely  unacquainted  with  tlie 
business,  1  trust  I  shall  find  those  of  experience  and 
wisdom,  who  will  cheerfully  give  it  " 

After  reading  the  act  of  tlie  legislature,  qualify- 
ing the  members,  &c  the  following  resolution  was 
submitted. — 

Resolved  bi/  this  Convention,  Tliat  we  proceed  at 
this  time  to  form  and  devise  a  Constitution  of  Civil 
Government  for  this  State 

Some  remarks  being  had — the  resolution  Was  al- 
most unanimously  adopted. 


On  the2rth  August,  the  following  resolution  was 
offered — 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  draft  a  Constitution,  and  report  the  same  to 
this  Convention,  to  consist  of  three  members  of  each 
County" — with  an  instruction  to  the  following  im- 
port—"That  the  following  principle  be  adopted  as 
a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  that  every 
citizen  of  the  age  of  21  years,  &c.  shall  have  a  right, 
he:  to  exereise  the  privileges  of  a  freeman  of  tliis 
State." 

On  the  28th  the  committee  reported  as  follows:—- 

1.  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sub- 
ject of  drafting  a  Constittition  to  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port in  part— the  following  preamble  and  bill  of 
rights. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS,  Cliairman. 
PREAMHLE. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  acknowledge  with 
gratitude,  the  good  providence  of  God  in  having  per- 
mitted them  to  enjoy  a  free  government,  do.  in  or- 
der moro  eflectually  to  define,  secure,  and  perpetuate 
the  liberties,  rights  and  privileges  which  they  have 
derived  from  their  ancestors,  hereby,  after  a  careful 
consideration  and  revision,  ordain  and  establish  the 
following  Constitution  and  form  of  civil  government. 
ARTICLE  1. 
DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  essential  principles 
of  liberty  and  free  government  may  be  recognized 
and  establislied — 

WE  DECLARE, 

Sec.  1.  That  all  men,  wlien  they  form  a  social 
compact,  are  equal  in  rights;  and  that  no  man,  or 
set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  separate  public 
emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community. 

Sec.  2.  Tliat  M.  political  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people,  and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on 
their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their  benefit;  and 
tjiat  they  have  at  all  times  an  imdeniable  and  inde- 
feasible right  to  alter  their  form  of  government  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  think  expedient. 

Sec,  3  The  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious 
profession  and  worship,  vvithJiit  discriminations- 
shall  forever  be  free  to  all  persons  in  this  State,  pro- 
vided that  tlie  right  hereby  declared  and  establish- 
ed, shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of 
licentiousness,  or  to  justify  practices  inconsistent 
with  tlie  peace  and  safety  of  the  State. 

Sec  4.  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  law,  to 
any  religious  sector  mode  of  worship 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  be  molested  for  his  opin- 
ions on  any  subject  whatever,  nor  suffer  any  civil  or 
political  incapacity,  or  acquire  any  civil  or'political 
advantage,  in  consequence  of  sucli  opinions,  except 
in  cases  provided  for  in  this  Constitution 

Sec.  6.  Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and 
publish  his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  respon- 
sible for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 

Sec.  7.  No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  curtail  or 
restrain  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  of  the  press. 

Sec.  8  In  all  prcsecutions  or  indictments  for  li- 
bels, the  truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  and  the 
jury  shall  liave  the  ri.^ht  to  determine  the  law  and 
the  facts,  under  die  direction  of  the  Court. 

Sec.  9  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers  and  possessions,  from  unreason- 
able searches  or  seizures;  and  no  warrant  to  search 
any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things,  shall  is- 
sue without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
nor  without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  af- 
fiimation 

Sec  10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused' 
I^tl\  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himstflf  and  by  coiyisel. 
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to  dc-.nand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation; 
to  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses  against  liim;  to 
have  c<mptilsory  process  to  ohtain  witnesses  in  his 
favor;  and  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  infor- 
mation, a  speedv,  public  trial  l)y  an  impartial  Jury. 
He  cannot  be  compelled  to  .^ive  evidence  as^ainst 
himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
but  by  due  course  of  law. 

Sec  11.  No  person  shall  be  accused,  arrested,  or 
detained,except  in  cases  ascertained  by  law,  and  ac- 
cording- to  forms  v^rhich  the  same  lias  prescribed,  and 
v.o  person  shall  be  punished  but  in  virtue  of  a  law 
establisheil  and  promulgated  prior  to  the  offence  and 
lepallv  applied. 

Sec.  12  ThepropPFtyof  no  person  shall  be  taken 
for  public  use,  without  just  compensation  therefor. 

Sec.  13  All  Courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  per- 
son for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  per- 
son or  reputation,  shall  luave  remedy,  by  due  course 
of  law,  and  right  and  justice  be  administered  with- 
out  sale,  denial,  or  delay. 

Sec.  14  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  imposed. 

Sec.  15  All  prisoners  shall,  before  conviction,  be 
bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capital  of- 
fences, wliere  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presump- 
tion great;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  ca>e 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  re- 
quire it. 

Sec  16.  No  person  shall  be  attained  of  Treason, 
or  Felony,  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  17  The  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  to  assemble  together  for  their  common 
good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  pow- 
ers of  government,  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  otiier 
proper  purposes,  by  -petition,  address  or  remon- 
strance. 

Sec.  18.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  bear  arms  in 
defence  of  himself  and  the  State. 

Sec.  19.  The  military  shall  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

Sec.  20  No  soldier  sliall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
quartered  in  any  house,  without  tlie  consent  oftlie 
owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  miinner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  21.  No  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges, 
or  honors,  shall  ever  be  granted,  or  conferred,  in 
tins  State. 

Sec.  22.  No  citizen  of  this  State  shall  be  exiled, 
or  prevented  from  emigrating  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever 

.  Sec.  23.  The  right  of  trial  by  Jury  shall  remain 
inviolate. 

Q^  Subsequent  dates  sliew  us  that  the  Convention 
was  regularly  proceeding  to  discharge  its  duties — 
■which. shall  he  recorded,  as  need  requires. 

Foreign  Articles. 

"LKGITI-VIiTE"  MBETrNCS, 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  fixed  the  time  for  his  de- 
parture for  the  congress  of  sovereigns,  on  the  lirst 
week  in  S':-|)lembei'  and  he  indulges  the  hone  of 
returning  by  the  meeting  of  p.trliament  in  Novem- 
ber. 

THE    IIAnVESTS, 

Generally,  Ihrougliout  Europe,  are  spoken  of  as 
being  uncommonly  {\ne. 

T.yai.Ayv,  he. 

Stocks,  Juhj  24.-3  per  cent-.  77  5-8;  S3  do.  83 
1-8;  4  do.  97  o  8.  American  3  per  cents.  68  to 
69;  6  do.  101  102^. 

EtcT-ibm:.-~X  drea4ft!l  ritt  took  place  at  r-ije  close 


of  the  Armagh  election.  Some  straggling  soldiers 
having  mingled  in  the  fray  with  their  side  arms,  a 
number  of  persons  were  severely  wounded.  Two 
detachments  of  troops  were  at  length  calkd  in, 
who  charged  the  rioters  and  nearlv  dispersed 
them,  «'when,"  says  a  letter  from  Armagli,  "the 
troops  advanced  with  a  victorious,  cry  from  the 
mob  who  aceompaiiied  them,  and  so  r.'spidly,  that 
they  charged  all  where  thev  came,  ppice  m»ker.s 
and  peace  breakers.  A  man  had  struck  .Mr.  Kidd 
in  the  face  with  a  stone:  he  was  immediately  seiz- 
ed by  Mr.  Kidd.  Mr.  John  Prentice,  jun.  a  very 
fine  young  man,  was  assisting  in  detaining  the  pri- 
soner, withhi.?  back  to  the  soldiers,  when  he  w.is 
r m  through  the  body  with  the  bayonet,  whose  point 
protruded  through  t?.  -  front  of  the  waistcoat.  He 
pn  with  his  hand.s  covering  his  wounds  into  an  ad- 
joining house." 

It  is  stated  that,  of  the  members  returned  for  the 
house  of  commons,  one  Inmtlred  and  twenty  of  them 
were  not  in  tlie  last  p.irl lament.  These  .fre  exclu- 
sive of  the  Scotch  .aud  Irish  returns,  which  are  not 
yet  completed. 

Wlieat,  average  price  for  the  week  ending  July 
18,  854',  Ctd. 

The  refractory  workmen  at  Manchester  are  said 
to  have  returned  to  their  occupations. 

London,  July  24.— We  are  happy  to  hear  that  the 
audacity  of  pirates,  wlio  have  during  the  last  year 
so  much  interrupted  the  trade  of  this  country,  un- 
der  the  pretence  of  the  hostilities  between  Spain 
and  her  colonies,  has  at  last  attracted  the  attention 
of  our  government— and  that  orders  have  been  is- 
sued to  bring  these  offenders  to  justice.  We  an- 
nex  a  copy  ..f  what  we  understand'  to  he  a  circular 
order  to  our  admir.»Is  on  foreign  stations,  on  thi.s 
iniporlant  subject,  and  we  have  little  doubt  that 
they  will  not  be  slo-.v  in  carrying  these  instructions 
into  effect,  as  they  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  the 
interruptions  to  which  our  trade  iias  been  exposed 
by  these  maruiders,  and  which  we  have  been 
so  often  obliged  to  notice.  Our  readers  will  see 
that  of  course  these  orders  do  not  apply  to  the 
iona  fide  ships  of  any  state  or  government  what- 
soever, but  Oiily  to  t'lose  who  m.^ke  a  pretence  of 
the  South  American  troubles,  to  carry  on  a  war  of 
plunder  upon  the  trade  of  all  nations,  and  p.-irlici^ 
lariy  of  that  '.-ation  wiiose  tr..de  is  the  most  i.mport» 
ant  and  extensive. 

"JaneZ,  18  IS. 
"Whereas  we  have  received  information,  tiiat 
under  color  of  ho.stiliiies  subsisting  between  his 
Cail'.olic  majesty  and  certain  pr.vi.xes  or  parts  of 
provinces  in  Spanish  America,  divers  armed  shins 
or  vessels  not  belonging  to  and  fated  out  and  set 
forth  in  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  m:ij<>s;y,  oi' 
the  •;,dd  p-ovinces  or  parts  of  proviuces,  but  having/ 
or  pretending  to  have  commissions  of  war  or  letters 
of  murqu"  from  his  Catholic  majesty,  or  persons 
as.sumiiig  to  exercise  the  powers  of  _government  oV 
said  provinces  or  parts  of  provinces  in  Spanisii 
America,  have  co'nmiUed  diners  piratic.d  acts  and 
outrages  agains-  the  vessels  and  gouds  of  )us  ma- 
jesty's subjects;  you  are  hereby  authorised  and 
required  to  isaue  instructlon.s  to  the  commanders 
of  ihesbips  and  vessels  under  your  orders,  on  ere- 
dible  i:iformation  of  any  piratical  act  or  outrage 
commiUed  on  the  high  seas  on  any  British  s'lip  or 
goods  by  any  such  armod  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid, 
to  seize  and  detain  such  armed  ship  or  vessel,  and 
send  her  together  with  her  master  and  crew,  in  safe 
custody  to  Enghind,  or  to  some  port  in  his  majes- 
ty's colonies,  where  a  court  is  established  for  the 
trial  of  oiTenr^s  committed  on  t1te  hiirh  seas,  toge. 
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ther  witli  such  witnesses  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prove  the  act  so  charged  to  have  been  committed 
by  such  ships  or  vessels,  in  order  that  the  master 
and  crew  who  may  have  committed  any  such  pi- 
ratical act,  or  outrage,  may  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  law." 

FRASCE. 

The  produce  of  the  French  customs  is  stated  to 
have  arisen  during  the  first  five  months  of  this  year 
to  6,000,OOOfr.  more  than  it  amounted  to  during  the 
same  period  of  1817;  and  an  augmentation  of  at 
least  12,000,000fr  on  the  whole  year  is  confidently 
-anticipated  in  this  branch  of  the  revenue. 

RttEAT  AFFATUS. 

Prince  Francis  Charles  Napoleon,  a  little  boy, 

met  his  mamma,  her  majesty  the  arch  dutches,  and 

was  received   with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  ten- 

.derness— "the  dutches  ofCimbridge  is  pregnant!" 

SPAIN. 

It  is  talked  of  in  Europe  that  Spain  will— make 
war  upon  the  United  States!  It  seems  that  Spain 
has  conceded  some  commercial  adva?ilages  to  Eng- 
land— tlie  particulars  are  not  yet  fully  stated. 

IICSBIA. 

The  following  is  from  a  London  paper  of  July 
10 — The  Russian  brig  Rurick,  under  the  command 
of  lleut.  Kotzbue,  whose  arrival  at  I'ortsmouth  we 
announced  about  three  weeks  ago,  had  been  out  on 
a  voyage  of  discovery  two  years  and  eleven  inonths. 
The  crew  had  continued  remarkably  healthy,  but 
the  vessel  was  obliged  to  put  into  Portsmouth  for 
supplies  of  provisions.  During  his  voyage,  whidi 
at  first  was  directed  to  the  North,  Lieut.  Kotz- 
bue reached  a  very  higli  latitude,  but  we  are  not 
yet  able  to  state  it  with  accuracy.  He  fell  in  with 
a  most  singular  iceberg,  of  great  magnitude,  which 
not  only  had  a  portion  of  its  surface  covered  with 
earth  and  mould,  and  bearing  trees  and  vegetable 
productions,  but  a  portion  of  its  water-line  covered 
with  a  shore  formed  by  the  deposit  of  earthly  mat- 
ter, washed  down  from  the  higlier  parts  of  the  earth 
covered  iceberg.  On  this  shore  a  landing  was 
made  and  considerable  remains  of  the  mimmoth 
were  found  in  sucli  a  state  of  putrefaction  as  to 
produce  a  most  unsupportable  stench. 

Tlie  Rurick  brought  away  a  number  of  tusks  and 
other  parts  oftthese  immense  animals,  whicli  were 
probably  preserved  in  a  frozen  state  for  inany  ages, 
till  the  mass  of  ice  which  enclosed  them,  put  in 
motion  by  somt^  unknown  cause,  reached  a  more 
temperate  l;-titude. 

BIIITISH  AlIUnJCA. 

Mr  Gourlay,  who  has  made  a  considerable  politi- 
cal stir  in  Upper  Canada,  was  arraigned  and  tried 
for  a  libel  on  tlie  prince  regent.  The  jury  acquit- 
ted him,  and  he  was  afterwards  entertained  wiili  a 
splendid  public  dinner  at  Kingsten.  The  loass 
drank  breath  an  old  Urivish  spirit. 

SOUTH    AMKKICA. 

A  vessel  has  been  spoken,  and  desired  to  be  re- 
potted as  the  "ship  Louisa,  Joseph  Ainieida  com^ 
mander,  bound  round  Cape  Jlorn,  on  a  sealing  voy- 
age!" She  carried  16  heavy  guns  and  101  men;  aiid 
will,  no  doubt,  do  great  execuiio  .  on  the  coas's  of 
J^eru,  &c.  Capt.  Almeida  is  under  high  obliga- 
tions to  tlie  Spciiiiarils  for  tlieir  treatment  of  him 
at  Caitliagena,  when  there  for  commercial  pur- 
poses; sometime  sin^e,  and  will  relieve  himself  of 
tliem  i^s  soon  as  possible. 

A  Portuguese  I:\diaman  has  returned  to  Lisbon, 
havin-^  been  "robijed"  of  400,000  dollars— proba- 
bly calUiired  by  a  vessel  commissioned  by  ^Irt/gm. 

Griat  anxiety  was  entertained  at  Cadiz  for  the 
safety  of  a  very  v.'iluabie  fleet  expected  fromHavan- 


na.  Five  "corsairs,"  as  the  patriot  privateers  are 
called,  were  off  the  port,  boarding  every  vessel 
that  entered  it. 

We  have  brilliant  details  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  patriots  in  Venezuela.  Gen.  Paez  has  fought 
several  hard  battles  and  been  every  where  victori- 
ous. All  the  plains  are  said  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  patriots— the  royalists  e.'-e  driven  to  the  moun- 
tains and  other  sterile  places,  or  yet  occupy  a  few 
strong  towns.  Gen.  Morino  has  occupied  Carac- 
cas,  after  taking  or  killing  its  v/hole  garrison.  400 
royalists  were  completely  routed,  with  great  loss, 
near  a  village  called  Caleano.  The  garrison  of 
Cumana  made  a  sally  on  tlie  patriot  gen.  Bermu- 
dez,  who  was  besejging  the  place.  A  very  rude 
fight,  of  five  hours,  took  pl.;ce,  in  which  the  gar- 
rison are  reported  to  have  lost  half  their  number; 
Rut  Bermudez,  having  expended  his  ammunition, 
was  compelled  to  retire  to  "combine  new  opera- 
lions"  and  receive  supplies. 

Mr.  Clay's  speech  in  congress,  on  South  Ameri- 
can affairs,  has  been  translated  into  Sp.anish,  and 
read  at  the  heads  of  the  different  regiments,  where 
it  was  received  with  great  applause. 

The  Buenos  .Vyrean  commodore  Taylor,  has  been 
arrested  at  New  York  on  a  process  issued  .igainst 
him  by  certain  Spaniards,  for  property'capt ured  by 
him  when  commanding  tlie  El  Pairiota.  Amount 
of  alleged  damages  §90,000.  On  application  of 
the  council  of  the  commodore,  judge  Livingston 
cited  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause  of  action  before 
him;  on  which  the  actions  were  immediately  dis- 
onlinued. 


CHRONICLE. 

Pensacola. — "Bloody  news!" — A  London  paper 
of  July  25,  says — The  capttire  of  Pensacola  by 
storm  is  generally  credited  by  the  be.st  informed 
American  mercliants  in  the  city.  The  letters  re- 
ceived yesterday  are  without  any  doubt  on  the 
subject.  The  British  consul  at  Philadelphia,  on 
mentioning  the  news,  states  that  it  is  report€>d  500 
Ameiican  soldiers  tvere  killed  in  the  assault.  Assum- 
ing the  fact  to  be  as  stated,  which  seems  now  hard- 
ly dispntabje,  war  may  be  considered  as  actually 
subsisting  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

We  Iv^ve  received  an  important  letter  from  Spain, 
by  which  it  appears  that  Ferdinand  having  presided 
at  several  state  councils,  in  which  the  subject  of 
the  Spanish  colonies  was  agitated.  Couriers  were 
dispatched  to  several  of  tiie  allied  powers;  there  is 
but  little  doubt  that  they  related  in  some  measure 
to  the  occupation  of  the  Floridas,  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States. 

['Vhejve  /m72(/re<i  Americans  killed  and  wound- 
ed, are  only  about  twice  as   many  as  were  at  all 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  Pensacola.] 

Specie.  A  vessel  with  about  400,000  dollars  in 
specie  has  arrived  at  New  York  from  France.  Ano- 
ther vessel  brings  200,000. 

Simon  Snyder,  late  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
nominated  as  a  member  of  the  state  senate. 

Lieut,  col.  Franklin  /r/iar/on,  senior  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  marine  corps,  died  at  New  York,  on  Tuesday 
last. 

Mobile. — Lieut.  BeaWs  conduct  at  Mobile  ap- 
pears \o  be  much  palliated,  if  not  fully  justified,  by 
an  op;  'osing  statement  of  facts  respecting  it — which 
sliall  be  ihsfrled. 

Rhode  Island.  Nathaniel  Hazard,  and  Samuel 
Eddy,  esquires,  both  re[)u  djcans,  have  been  elected 
to  congress  from  this  state. 
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-with  tiich  an  accession 


-T>.e  editor  had   ihe  uleasur^, ,  sui'-  upon  (,ui-  s  ors— wi 
in  his  last  n.n.r.  to  announce  the  publication  of  the  |  the  wealth  and  strengtli  of  our  country     When 
GEVER\L  INDEX  for  the  first  twelve  volumes  of  hear  that  the  ';ilarmony  society,"  as  >t  is  call 
the   Webklt  R.GfSTER      It  contiuns  2.56  pnges  of 
the  usual  size  and  lype  of  the  Uecjister.     If,  like  a 
cheese,  its  value  is 'to  be  judged  by  its  weight,  it 
will  be  thought  dear— but  -o  o  'e  that  lydl  exa-nine 
a.  single  page  of  it  Jvill  ever  considpr  it  so.     It  is, 
probably,  the  most  lab'-nous  work  of  the  kiad  that 
ever  apoeared  in  any  ccumtrv,  and  the  matter,  U  is 
believed,  is  so  arranged  thai  it  is  nearly  impossible 
for  any  one  to  fail  in  fiii  'intr,  not  only  a  pamcnlar 
thing  that  he  may  desire  to  refer  -o,  but  evei> 
thing  belonging  to  any  particular  subject,  and  liave 
the  whole  before  him  at  a  single  view;  and  simph 
city  IS  united  with  certainty. 

All  diligence  has  b'^en  usfed  to  hnve  the  sheets 
folded,  gathered  and  collated;  and,  on  Monday 
next,  the  copies  ordered  ..-e  in  .-ended  to  be  packed 
and  transmitted,  by  mail  or  other^-ise,  as  direcie!. 
Many  have  been  in'ipatient  at  the  delay  of  this  pub. 
lic^tioii;  when  they  se-  it,  ws  'rust,  that  they  will 
excuse  the  delay  in  reflecting  upon  the  quantity  of 
work  that  has  been  doije. 


Emigration  to  the  United  States. 

T!5P  currem  of  etvii^^ration,  fiom  the  British  do- 
minions to  the  territory  of  the  Unucd  S'l'.es,  neven 
was  ?>s  str-ug  as  it  is  now.  For  the  week  ending 
the  3Ist  of  August,  2150  passengers,  "nearly  the 
whole  of  whom  were  eiisigran's  fioM  Europe,"  ar- 
rived at  the  single  port  of  New-Y^rk;  and  for  the 
subsequciii  iveek  we  kept  an  account  of  the  passen 
gers  reported  in  the  ne .'-  spapers,  (which  is  f.ir  short 
of  the  number  that  arrived)  and  found  them  to 
amount  to  nearly  3000,  fu*  five  or  six  principal 
ports — dfid  the  aggregate  may  be  fairly  estimated 
at  6000  for  the  two  weeks  preceding  the  6tli  of 
September.  We  designed  to  have  published  the 
names  of  the  vessels,  with  the  places  tuey  arrived 
at,  with  their  respecuve  number  of  passengers,  as 
v/e  have  done  on  several  occnsions,  but  thought  the 
long  list  might  unnecessarily  occupy  a  page  of  our 
paper.  Of  the  six  thousand  that  arrivetl  in  the  two 
weeks— about  4000  were  from  England,  1000  from 
Ireland,  and  tlie  rest  from  Scotland,  lloiluovl  and 
France — about  100  only,  from  the  la"er.  The  emi- 
grants from  E'  gland  that  we  have  seen,  (and  we 
have  conversed  with  several)  appear  to  be  of  that 
class  of  people  which  lately  were  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  t'ai  country — resoectable  farmers;-  driven 
from  their  homes  by  taxes  and  tythes,  yet  gene- 
rally before  they  were  loo  much  reduced  to  m;.ke 
their  way  in  comfort  to  a  strange  land.  Some  of 
them,  indeed,  appeared  to  have  considerable  sums 
of  money,  with  which  they  purposed  to  buy  and 
improve  farms  of  their  o-mn,  and  a  number  were 
making  tlieir  way  to  the  great  settlement  that  Mr. 
Burbcck  is  founding  on  the  Wabash,  in  Indiana. 
Many  of  them  are  persons  of  intelligent  minds;  and, 
in  general,  tliey  were   very  decently  apparelled. 

As  we  are  of  those  who  are  always  ready  to  say 
to  the  well-disposed  but  oppressed  people  of  any 
part  of  the  civilized  world,  «'come  and  partake  witii 
us  of  the  blessings  of  free  government,"  very  plea 
surable  feelings  liave  been  excited  by  such  a  pres- 


When  wf 
ed>) 
raised  6000  bushels  of  wheat,  in  the  present  year, 
on  a  fi.-id  which,  three  years  ago,  was  covered  with 
its  native  forests,  we  Cionot  rcfrniu  from  cdadat- 
ing  ihe  auxiliary  fc)rci'  of  such  a  body  of  such  emi- 
grants in  causing  the  wilderness  to  smile,and  m'^kiPK; 
our  woods  resound  with  the  busy  hum  of  men.  Thf 
ei.iig"ation  of '.he  present  year  will  give  us  not  less 
than  25,000  daijs  labor;  this  labor,  passing  througli 
all  its  stages  of  oroduction,  camiot  be  estimated  at 
l?ss  than  25,000  dollars  per  day,  exclusive  of  the 
Value  of  the  articles  consumed  by  the  laborer.^, 
and  tliose  dependent  upon  them- -a  gross  value 
added  to  the  general  wealth  of  nearly  eight  millions 
per  annum,  wi  h  50  or  60,000  persons  to  the  popu- 
lation, in  one  year.  What  a  source  of  revenue,  ii' 
the  country's  need  requires  it — how  great  a  force, 
in  arms,  to  reptd  a  foe!  We  do  exuU— w?  cann()t 
help  exulting,  at  the  great  stride.s  the  republic  ia 
making  towards  a  power  to  command  the  respect 
which  its  love  of  peace  and  justice  entitles  it  to. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  find  that  our  ivurm  re- 
marks in  the  last  Rkgistkii.  about  ihe  bank  of  the 
United  States,  were  not  above  the  public  tempera- 
tnent.  So  fir  as  we  have  heard.  Uiey  received  tiie 
decided  approbation  of  every  disintcrnste J  s.nd  coH' 
siderate  man.  The  bank,  like  an  abandoned  mo- 
ther,  has  most  imprudently  bastardized  its  off- 
spring, and  deserves  not  th.e  couiiienance  or  sup- 
port of  honest  people.  The  procedure— rash  an.l 
precipitate,  as  well  aa  supremely  insolent  and  dis- 
honorable, is  almost  universally  deprecated.  Ma- 
ny newspapers,  led  on  by  the  impulse  of  public- 
feeling,  have  nobly  stepped  forward  to  take  a  stand 
on  the  side  of  the  public  safety.  There  seems  to 
have  been  a  degree  of  meayinchs  attending  the  tran.s- 
action  that  w.as  not  to  have  been  expected.  For, 
ftecretly  resolving  not  to  receive  certain  noteSy  suc/t 
noiesf  wev^  literally  shoved  upon  every  one  that 
would  titke  them!  Trtishj  this  -waa  a  jurty  bvsi" 
aess.  But  we  have  not  room  this  week  for  llie  in- 
sertion of  some  matter  p'-epareJ;  and  shall  men- 
tion only  a  few  general  things,  at  present. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  committed  an 
act  of  suicide; — whether  it  will  cause  its  death  or 
not,  the  doctors  Hi  Washington  city  and  at  tlie  seats 
of  the  several  state  governments,  will  soon  have  to 
determine.  'I'his  is  certain,  that  tlie  wound  never 
can  be  •'holly  cured.  Tbe  inistitution  has  lost  the 
reputation  that  remained  to  it.  The  bubble  in  iis 
Slock  bur-jt  some  time  ago';  and^  now  the  repute 
that  yet  belonged  to  the  establishment,-as  furnish- 
ing a  '■'natiuiud  currency".'! J  has  deponed  trom  it. 
The  facts  furnish  a  beautiful  commentary  on  ^ein, 
Sinitii's  "great  speech"  in  f.ivor  of  the  baak,  de- 
livered in  congress  only  in  .^pril  last.  We  regret 
that  the  occupancy  of  our  pages  prevents  the  im- 
mediate insertion  of  that  speech;  we  laid  it  asi  If, 
feeliug  that  a  proper  time  for  its  publication  v.'O'iM 
come — that  time  has  nrm"</,  and  it  shall  be  pnhliS!'.- 


ed, 


with  explanatory  not?s  ap.d  firaarWs, 
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We  spoke  of  a  re-action  ag.iinst  the  bank  in  our 
last  p:ippr — snrh  a  re-action  has  speedily  received 
"a  form  siul  pre-fSiire"  a'  New  York,  in  the  act  of 
n:i  individii  i!,  Mr.  Jacob  Burkfr,  whose  notifica- 
iinn  is  inserted  below.  That  f^entlemwn  deserves 
tl^e  approbation  and  support  of  the  piil)HE  for  his 
ro'-esi^Iit  and  courage.  If  lie  is  reasonably  sustain- 
ed byline  merchants  of  New  York  (whose  interest 
'\^-  deeply  involved  in  the  matter,)  he  will  not  only 
completely  defeat  the  projects  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  lash  the  office  in  that  city 
j!-^  never  bank  was  lashed  The  duties  pays- 
bleat  Ne'v  York  amount  to  a  much  greater  sum 
than  ist'ie  amount  of  the  United  States  bank  bills 
remitted  there; — ihf  foreign  notes  then,  being  only 
paid  in  for  duties,  tlie  office  is  instantly  deprived 
of  iis  a<lvantages  from  tiie  government  deposits, — 
and,  deprived  of  these,  it  would  stand  as  -well  as 
oOter  banks,  except  that  it  is  compelled  to  receive 
not  -s  iliat  it  cisnnot  re-issue;  these  must  be  sent  to 
and  fro  and  nej^ociated  or  exchanged  at  the  sole 
cost  and  risk  of  the  bark,  or  remain  a  dead  weight 
on  its  havds.  The  effect  then,  may  be  easily  ami- 
cinat-d,  that  Mr.  B  trker  will  become  the  tnastcr  of 
the  branch  at  New  York,  and  be  enabled  to  draw 
frotn  it  every  dollar  of  its  specie  at  any  time  that 
he.  pleases,  if  many  of  iis  own  notes  are  in  circula- 
tion;— and  theoffi-es  themselves  will  be  pulling 
.•ind  haiiliiig  upon  one  another  from  every  quarter. 
Wnat  Mr.  Barker  has  done— (asd  he  has  healiy 
>;(lL'Ax,;zF.ii  THK  crniiKNcr  alhkaut,)  n>ay  be  done 
bvu:iy,  or  !  iilier,  of  the  respectable  banks  in  our 
principal  sea-ports — and  thus,  what  was  designed 
fir  a  curse  will  be  converted  into  a  blessing, — by 
checking  the  power  and  humbling  the  pride  of  the 
uiam:noth  iniquity,  and  holding  it  up  to  the 
odium  th.it  it  so  rschly  deserves. 

If  these  views  of  the  subject  are  realized,  and 
ve  cavnot  see  any  possible  reason  why  they  sliould 
not  be  realized  at  Bos  on,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
B.ilthnore,  Norfolk, Charleston  and  New  Orleans, — 
we  shall  sincerely  rejoice-  at  the.  detestable  pro- 
cted'mg  of  the  United  States  bank,  as  tending  to 
convince  the  people  of  its  hollow  pretences  and 
sinister  views  before  its  poiaer  was  completely 
sa  'dl^d  on  our  backs. 

The  foUiwing  is  Mr.  Barker's  notice.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  state  for  the  information  of  some,  that 
be  has  a  bar.k  of  his  own,  called  the  Exchange  bank, 
at  New  York. 

Exchange  hank,  J\^e-w  York,  5th  Sept.  1818. 

C^'Th?  notes  of  the  United  States  bank,  and  all 
its  branches,  will  be  received  at  par,  in  deposit  at 
this  b  ink,  and  the  specie,  or  equivalent  to  specie, 
paid  therefor  as  soon  after  the  deposit  as  it  may  be 
r'^oHired,  unless  the  sums  wanted  be  very  large;  in 
such  cases  a  delay  of  five  days  v.ill  be  necessary  to 
i*btain  the  specie  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Philadelphia,  which  will  be  brought  on  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  tliis  bank. 

Persons  having  small  sums  in  the  paper  of  tlie 
United  States  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  may 
have  it  exchanged  at  this  bank  for  current  paper, 
wi'hout  opening  an  acconnt,  and  persons  having 
boids  to  pay  will  please  exchange  their  curren; 
paper  for  that  of  the  United  Stales  bank,  as  the 
best  means  of  continuing  this  arrangement. 

JACOB  BARKER. 


Meeting  at  Elkton,  Md. 

It  would  be  ^ross  .iff-ctatioa  in  the  editor  of  the 
WtEKLT  RfcGisTEU  to  Say,  that  he  was  dissatis- 
ijj'd  in  seeing  his  name  generously  mentioned  in 


the  toasts  of  several  assemblages  of  his  fellow- 
citizens^  celebrating  our  great  national  feast  on 
the  anniversary  of  our  nation's  birth  day,  for  the 
stand  h''  has  taken  against  the  "paper  system"— 
It  would  be  folly  to  assert  that  he  is  not  pleased 
by  receiving  almost  every  day,  letters  approbato- 
ry of  his  conduct,  from  men  whose  approbation 
is  wor'h  Iiaving — or  that  he  was  displeased  with 
the  compliment  paid  to  him  by  a  public  meeting 
of  the  people  of  Elkton,  which  he  saw,  or  heard 
of,  for  the  first  time  in  the  Baltimore  newspa- 
pers of  Thursday  morning,  the  3d  inst. — But  as 
the  former  were  passed  over  in  delicacy,  the 
latter  also  would  never  have  had  a  place  in  this 
paper,  but  for  the  sn-ange  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Federal  Gazette  o^  the  same  evening.  We 
shall  insert  them  both,  and  then  offer  a  few  re- 
marks. 

ELKTOK  MEETIXG. 

At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
farmers,  mechanics  and  laborers  of  Gaecii  county,  at 
Elkton,  on  the  22d  August,  therevd,  Wm.  Miller 
was  Called  to  the  chair,  and  HtfiRr  Stump  appoint- 
ed secretary,  when  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Itesolved,  Tnat  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
September  next  the  members  of  t!  is  meeting  will 
(on  their  own  account)  receive  the  paper  of  no 
bank  except  such  as  pay  specie  on  demand. 

/ieso'vcd.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
September  next,  the  members  of  this  meeting  will 
receive  no  paper  currency  of  a  smaller  denomina- 
tion than  one  dollar. 

It'-solvd,  T^jat  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that 
the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  of  this  coun- 
ty, is  attributable  to  the  mal-administration  of  its 
banks. 

liesolved.  That  this  meeting  consider  the  refusal 
of  the  banks  of  this  county  to  pay  specie  for  their 
notes,  wiiilst  they  continue  to  make  large  dividends 
among  their  stockholders,  as  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  con- 
trary to  the  proper  principles  of  banking. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that 
the  fate  of  the  harks  of  tJiis  county  can  be  fore- 
seen in  that  of  the  Somerset  and  [Merchants*]  Al- 
exandria banks. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  abhor- 
rence, and  a  spirit  of  determined  opposition,  the 
alarming  increase  of  banks  of  fictitious  capitals 
in  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  consider  the  banks 
in  this  state  generally,  and  particularly  in  this  coun- 
ty, as  monied  aristocracies,  replete  with  favoritism, 
and  principles  dangerous  to  republicanism. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  consider  the  Elkton 
and  Port  Deposit  banks,  the  common  grievances  of 
Csecil  county,  and  the  principal  causes  of  the  de- 
cline of  her  agricultural,  mercantile,  and  mecha^ 
nical  interests. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  meeting 
will  use  all  legal  and  constitutional  means  to  redress 
these  intolerable  grievances. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  meeting  will 
withhold  their  suffrages  from  any  candidate  for  a 
seat  in  ths  legislature  of  Maryland  (or  any  other 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  people)  unless  he  will 
pledge  himself  to  pass  la-ws  compelling  the  banks 
to  act  honesily  and  pay  specie  tor  their  notes,  un- 
der such  penalties  as  will  ensure  a  compliance  vfitk. 


*The  word"merchan;s"  inserted  in  orack-'ts,  was 
evidently  designed  to  have  had  a  place  in  the  reso- 
lution, though  not  so  published,  and  I  have  there- 
fore inserted  it.  Ed-  ReS« 
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such  litws,  and  that  he  will  not  vote  for  chartering 
a  new  baik  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
voted  our  late  representative,  Matthew  Peurce, 
esq.  for  the  independent  stand  he  nnade  against 
the  banking  system  atllie  last  session  of  the  Mary- 
land le(»islat\ire. 

Resnlve'l,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 

-voted  Mr.  Nilks.  editor  of  the  IVeekly  Register,  for 

his  laudable  and  successful  endeavors  in  enlight- 

ening  the  minds  of  the  people  on  the   subject  of 

banks. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  secretary,  and  published  in  the 
Baltimore  American,  Federal  Republican  and  Dtla- 
Mare  IVatchmam. 

Published  by  order  of  the  meeting, 

HENRY  STUMP,  sec'ry. 


from  tfie  Fedevajt   Gazette. 

(As  if  addressed  to  the  editor,  Mr.  Gwynn.] 
''Elktow  flAsK.— Tlie  two  mornisig  papers  of  this 
city  contain  the  resolutions  said  to  be  "unanimous- 
ly adopted  at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting 
of  the  farmers,  mechanics  and  laborers  of  Cxcil 
county,  at  Eikton,  on  the  22d  Of  August."  If  this 
statement  is  true,  such  is  the  character  and  ten- 
dency of  some  of  their  resolutions,  it  must  be  be- 
lieved, that  a  respectable  meetifig  of  farmer-s,  me- 
chanics and  laborers,  have  had  so  little  respect  for 
truth  and  decency,  as  to  slander  indiscriminately 
the  directors  of  all  the  b.nks  of  this  state.  The 
following  resolution  is  selected  as  a  proof: 

"Resolved,  That  this  meeting  consider  the  banks 
in  this  state  generally,  and  particularly  in  this 
county,  as  monied  aristocracies  replete  with  favor- 
itism and  principles  dangerous  to  republicanism." 

I  consider  it  peculiarly  unforlunaie  for  the  editor 
»f  the  IVeehitf  liegister,  that  the  same  meeting 
which  could  unanimously  adopt  such  a  resolution 
as  tlie  above,  should  also  resolve  to  thank  liim  <»for 
his  liudable  and  sHCces.'sful  endeavors  in  enlight- 
eijiiig  the  minds  of  "die  people  on  the  subject  of 
banks."  The  ?/H(jn:woKS  reAo/uers  have  certainly  giv- 
en decided  proof  of  the  success  of  kis  endeavors 
in  enlightening  tlieir  minds. 

One  resolution,  however,  was  passed,  which  the 
members  of  the  meeting,  if  they  have  individually 
sufficient  resolution,  ought  to  adhere  to,  "not  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  any  bank  except  such  as  pay 
specie  for  their  notes  on  demand;"  this  is  a  correct 
and  decent  resolution,  and  I  venture  to  affirm,  in 
tlie  case  of  the  Elkton  bank,  and  of  every  one  si- 
milarly situated,  would  cure  the  evils  complained 
of;  and  if  earlier  adopted,  would  have  prevented 
them." 

Now<  as  the  "editor  of  the  Weeklt  REcisTF.a" 
knew  nothing  of  the  meeting,  publicly  or  privately, 
more  than  any  other  citizen  of  Baltimore,  he  would 
feel  obliged  to  Mr.  Gwynn,  to  shew  cause  -why,  [he 
being  a  lawyer  as  well  as  a  bank  director,  specu- 
lator and  publisher]  it  wis  "peculiarly  unfortu 
iiate"  for  him  that  the  people  assembled  and  atlopi- 
ed  the  resolution  quoted.'  Did  the  shoe  pinch,  the 
cap  fit? — or  was  it  a  simple  ebullition  of  the  mysti- 
Jication  which  always  involves  every  five  lines  we 
are  favored  with  from  the  pen  of  that  gentleman? 

But  the  resolution  may  be  easily  supported — it  is 
at  true  as  the  gospel.  It  always  has  been  true — it 
will  never  cease  to  be  true,  whilst  banks  are  cons'i- 
tuted  as  they  are.  All  men  know  that  "geiieralhi," 
they  are  mere  common  se-wers  of  benefit  to  a  few. — 
I  c:\\\  tiv-ir.  "common  sewers"  to  exnres'i  nn  idaa 


how  much  the  public  good,  supposed  to  be  desiga. 
ed,  is  preverted  to  the  advantage  of  individuals. 

Are  proofs  wanted— they  are  to  be  met  with  at 
every  corner!  I  will  mention  thiee  c^ses  out  of 
hundreds  that  I  know  or  have  heard  of 

1.  Certijicutcs  of  specie  deposits  v/rre  isSiied,  by 
which  the  specie  part  of  the  first  instalment  of  tliei 
mammoth  paper  b«nk  was  paid,  wheil  the  persons 
in  whose  favor  they  were  issued  liad  not  cne  cent 
of  specie  in  the  bank  from  whence  such  certificates 
issued,  more  than  other  persons  having  depo- 
sits therein,  it  being  at  a  time  when  the  banks  divl 
not  pay  specie.  And  some  of  these  very  certifi- 
cates were  retired  by  drafts  on  the  great  papec 
manufactory,  itself,  after  it  went  into  operation! 

2.  A  bank,  that  was  accustomed  to  receive  the 
notes  of  a  certain  country  bank,  refused  suddenly 
to  take  them,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  lOOU  dollars, 
of  a  person  who  had  to  piy  a  noie  at  that  bank. — 
He  was  forced  to  sell  them — and  did  so,  at  three  jiei- 
cent,  loss,  to  a  merchant,  receiving  a  clieck  for 
tiiem,  which  he  was  retjuested  not  lo  take  in  for  an 
hour.  The  check  being  on  the  b:ink  at  which  hi* 
note  was  payable,  he  went  there  at  the  end  of  the 
hour,  and  found  the  merchant's  clerk  depoaiting  tl.e 
identical  money  which  he  iiad  got  shaved,  to  muke 
good  the  check  that  had  been  given  to  him  in  ex- 
change for  it! 

3.  Tlie  endorsation  ofa  check  for  g40,000,  drawrt 
by  a  dealer  in  bank  notes,  by  which  it  was  made 
negociable  as  money,  at  a  time  when  the  dealer  had 
not  500  dollars  in  the  bank  in  v/hose  behalf  it  WiiS 
endorsed. 

These  cases  are  not  selected  because  of  their 
peculiar  enormity — by  no  means!!  the  like  are  tcj 
common  to  give  them  pre  eminence:  nor  are  tiiey 
localized  to  any  particular  bank — tlrotigh  some! 
banks,  I  hope,  have  not  done  any  thing  of  either 
sort.  Nor  shall  we  at  present,  answer  any  one,  if 
he  asks,  '"do  you  mean  me?"*— «ur  the  fac ra  stat- 
ed ARE  TR»K,  and  apply  to  any  meridian  as  well  as 
10  that  of  Baltimore.  So  much  for  banks  being 
replete  with  "favoritism."  But,  really,  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  prove  that  they  are  su,  any  more 
than  to  say,  when  it  is  night,  thatihe  sun  is  down. 

If  banki  are  not  "monied  aristocracies"  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  are  unknown  to  me — ifthey  ^ver^ 
otherwise,  indeed,  they  would  not  be  banks!  Tliis 
is  a  positive,  not  a  "general"  assertion.  We  un- 
derstand an  aristocracy  to  consist  in  something 
not  comtnun  lo  a  people  at  large:  a  bank  has  power^ 
by  law,  to  issue  what  passes  fop  money  in  a  way 
that  individuals  cannot  do  it;  and  its  stockholdera 
are  exempted  fram  the  same  personal  responsibili- 
ty, as  to  the  payment  of  its  debtSj  that  bind  tlifi 
people  to  moderation  and  iionesty  ia  their  dealings. 
On  these  two  simple  points  we  rest  the  defence  of 
the  resolution  in  this  respect,  and  defy  eVeiy  spe- 
cies "f  sophistry  to  atfeci  it.  The  investiture  of 
any  power  in  a  set  of  men,  to  do  that  whicli  other 
men  may  not  do — or  an  exemptiou  tO  some  cf  any 
rule  which  bears  upon  a  people  generally, — must 
create  an  aristocracy.  And  it  is  a  corollary j  tliat 
every  aristocracy  "U  dangerous  to  republicanism." 
When  any  set  of  men  may  establish  a  bank— whert 
every  stockholder   shall  be  held  responsibi*:  in  his 

*Simply  because  a  hundred  persons  or  more  in 
Baltimore  (^nly,  may  .suppose  themselves  imphcat. 
ed  by  the  fiicls  st.ited;  and  there  miglj*-  be  a  thou* 
sand  applicants  from  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Boston,  &c.  &c — such  things,  or  tilings  likethem^ 
being  the  camno?'  srvi^i^of  most  places  where  iber.3 
ar?  bankf. 
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person  and  property  for  the  debts  of  banks— then, 
and  noi  till  then,  can    banks  cease  to  be  "monied 

AllISTOCRACrKS,  KEPLDTK  WITH  FATORITISM  AND  PUIK- 
tlTLES  UASGKIIOCS  TO  RKPLULlC ANISM." 

H(vin£j  mentioned  tiie  receipt  of  many  approba- 
tory letters,  I  feel  disposed  to  give  an  extract  from 
two  or  tJiree  that  happen  to  be  lying  on  tlie  table 
befuie  me,  being  yet  iir^filed,  because  unanswered, 
eaci)  containing  a  remittance.  1  verily  believe  that 
I  con'ul  fill  a  considerable  volume  with  similar  ex- 
t.r.icts  from  letters  received  within  the  last  six 
months.  They  convince  me  that  I  am  advocating 
the  people's  cause — and  being  convinced  of  that,  no 
earthly  power  shall  make  me  abandon  it  until  hope 
is  lost  in  fruition  or  sunk  in  despair.  The  latter,  I 
tni.st,  never  will  be  the  case.  And  here,  I  may 
gi'iii(  fully  acknowledge  that  the  people  have  ren- 
dered my  inclination  subservient  to  my  interest. — 
Tlie  increase  of  subscribers  is  exceediagly  flatter- 
ing, and  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  in  the  pre- 
sent ye;tr  I  shall  be  more  promptly  paid  for  my  pa- 
per than  perhaps  any  other  is  paid  for,  whose  cir- 
i;u!aiion  is  so  extensive  and  scattered.  It  is  true, 
thaf'hones'.y  is  the  best  policy" — but  it  is  an  aplior- 
ism  not  less  jnsi,  that — it  is  true  policy  to  make 
it  a  man's  interest  to  be  not  only  passively  hon- 
est. Want  is  an  enemy  of  virtue — and  "hunger 
will  Ireak  through  stone  walls." 

EXTBACrS. 

From  an  ohl  soldier  of  the  revolution,  in  Tennessee. 
*' The  old '76  er  is  still  alive  and  in  good  health 
and  e;iST  circunislances.  I  am  distant  from  the 
banks  of  speculation  and  out  of  reach  of  their  iron 
claws,  and  liope  to  remain  so — but  in  proof  of  my 
friendship  for  your  labors  about  them,  I  send  you 
six  dollars  for  my  nextyear's  subscription — it  is  in 
paper,  but  if  I  lived  within  5  or  10  miles  of  you  I 
would  hand  it  to  you  in  silver  with  my  own  hand, 
[lie  then  pays  me  so\T:e  compliments  which  I  dare 
not  repeat,  aiid  concludes  thus] — may  the  Ruler  of 
all  events  cause  all  the  editors  and  all  good  men 
in  the  United  Slates  to  assist  to  destroy  the  infernal 
bubble  of  paper  money  speculation  in  our  land. 
tio  on,  sir — I  pray  and  iiope  your  hands  will  be  hold- 
en  up  likes  Moses'  of  old,  until  you  prevail. 
Farewell,  Mr.  Niles." 

From  a  gentleman  of  JVIaryland — a  blessing  to  the 
neighborhood  he  inhabils;  whose  industry  and  patri- 
otism has  few  rivals  and  no  superiors.  "Friend — If  1 
liad  a  goUen  eagle  1  would  certainly  have  sent  it 
to  you  [for  his  own  advance  and  that  of  a  new  sub- 
scriber] for  your  Register,  instead  of  these  "rags." 
The  "image  and  superscription  of  Csesai"  did  not 
more  fully  entitle  him  to  his  "tribute,"  than  your  la- 
bors entitle  you  to  the  purest  coin  for  them.  Your 
essays  on  the  subjects  of  banks  and  bankinj  de- 
serve and  receive  the  gratitude  of  the  people. 
The  subject  is  important — you  jiave  volunteered 
in  a  cause  that  has  d-Uerred  by  its  difficulty,  its 
danger  and  its  magnitude  the  most  intrepid.  Thou- 
hands  have  seen,  avowed,  and  in  tiieir  own  little 
ci'.cles,  denounced  this  growing  evil;  but  you,  [Sic] 

Cio  on — you  have  the  approbation  of  all 

honest  considerate  men.  Let  the  people  have  the 
truth  fully  befcae  them,  and  1  never  despair  of  their 
cau.>-e,  on  this  side  of  tlie  Athmlic.  They  have 
et^ei  iv  and  if  it  can  be  concentrated  to  one  olject, 
n.  is  iircsistible.  The  mammoth  evil  itself  (wh.ose 
course  every  day  coidirnis  the  f^-ars  1  have  never 
ceased  to  enlci'tnin  of  it)  may  yet  be  tauglit  that 
••i  higii  spirited  and  enlightened  people  will  not 
.:al(n\v  permit  tlie  most  p<.ipab!e  impositions  to  be 
1  1h\«-c;  upon  the  whole  nation  by  a  fev,- ,  im- 


pudently rioting  in  the  power  and  wealth  they  have 
cunningly  contrived  to  amass." 

From  a  gentleman  of  Virginia.  I  am  glad  you 
have  taken  up  the  cudgels  against  banks  and  bank- 
ing. My  opinion  is,  that  many  parts  of  the  com- 
munity suffer  more  in  a  pecuniary  view  from  them 
than  they  would  from  the  incursion  of  a  horde  of 
Vandals.  May  your  exertions  meet  with  the  suc= 
cess  they  deserve,  and  may  the  rag  barons  of  the 
country  pass  into  their  original  insignificance, 
loaded  with  the  curses  and  ignominy  heaped  upon 
them  by  an  injured  and  incensed  people  " 

The  following  was  received  at  the  moment  whea 
I  had  copied  the  preceding — it  is  from  an  old  friend, 
who  voted  in  congress  against  the  incorporation  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  was  so  good  as 
to  act  as  "cashier"  for  the  subscribers  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  remitting  the  monies  due  to  Sept. 
1819, says — 

"The  nonet/  which  I  enclose  consists  of  U.  S. 
branch  notes  payable  at  Baltimore.  I  hope  it  may 
be  worth  to  you  what  it  purports  to  be;  bat  it  will 
Tiot  pass  here  any  longer,  since  the  mother  bank  re- 
fuses to  take  it.  So  much  for  an  uniform  national 
currency!  I  feel  quite  comfortable  in  reflecting 
on  my  vote  relative  to  that  enormous  institution. 
Although  I  did  not  profess  to  kno-a  much  about  the 
subject,  I  apprehend  some  of  my  fears  will  be  rea- 
lized." 


^^Every  man  in  bis  humor." 

THINGS  TO   BE  LAUGHED  OR  WEPT  AT. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot. 

Messrs.  Editors — Several  of  our  papers  have  late- 
ly taken  notice  of  the  jealousy  with  which  Great 
Britain  views  the  increase  of  our  naval  power.  I 
was  not,  however,  prepared  to  find  it  so  extensive 
as  it  appears  to  be.  In  the  Naval  Chronicle  for 
May  and  June  this  year,  there  are  no  less  than  nine 
articles,  most  of  them  of  great  length,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  increasing  naval  po-wer  of  ^dmerica.  I  have 
copied  from  the  number  for  May  the  following  arti- 
cle, which,  though  it  does  not  display  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  British  on  this  subject  as  forcibly 
as  some  others,  is  more  convenient,  on  account  of 
its  length,  for  our  purpose. 

"Aprii.  20th,  1818. 

"Mr.  Editor — Whilst  the  desire  to  have  a  pro- 
portion ©f  our  navy  7nade  fit  to  cope  successfully 
with  that  of  Jlmtrlca  is  so  generally  felt  and  ex- 
pressed, 1  cannot  but  suppose  government  are  also 
fully  sensible  of  the  necessity  for  accomplishing 
what  will  at  once  gratify  the  eager  wishes  of  the 
nation,  and  add,  as  it  will  unquestionably  do,  to  the 
naval  power  and  security  of  the  kingdom. 

"That  gcvernment  is  fully  impressed  with  these 
sentiments  appears  pretty  evideni:  and  if  its  mea- 
sures are  duly  persevered  in,  will  soon  accomplish 
all  that  is  wanted,  viz.   to  keep  jm  eye  on  and  to 
keep  lull  pace  with  (I  should  wish  however  to  pre- 
cede them)  the  active  exertions  of  (.hat  rapidly  ad- 
vancing navai  power.     Yet  why,  I  would  ask,  build 
so  many  common  sized  frigates,  and  so  few  as  four 
only  of  a  la-  ger  size,  fit  to  contend  with  the  Ameri- 
cans? And  why  not  give  directions  for  making  these 
ships  rfu  snjfident  length  and  strength  to  carry   more 
anil  heavier  guns  in  case  of  a  war  with  America?     If 
they  shoidd  only  be  wanted  fur  a  French  or  any  other  war 
12  ant/ 18  could  be  substituted  fur  26  pounders,"  G?c. 
From  the  Frunk.'in  Gazette. 

It  is  worth  while  contrasting,  now  and  then,  a  few- 
items  of  expenditure  in  the  British  government, 
with  those  of  a  similar  nature,  (if  there  be  any,)  in 
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our  own.  We  shall  always  find  cause  for  national 
pride  and  exultation. 

Foreign  ministers,  in  number  say  six,  receive 
each  an  annual  salary  of  ^9000.  This  is  understood 
to  be  in  full  compensation  for  all  services,  unless 
of  a  really  extraordinary  character.  The  outfit, 
notwithstanding  the  practices  of  some  modern  ne- 
gociators,  is  scarcely  worth  mentioning  as  a  regu- 
lar expenditure. 

Six  ministers  abroad,  at  gQOOOper  annum,  draw 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  gl3,500 
per  quarter. 

In  the  red  book  of  England,  are  the  following  three, 
among  numberless  other  charges,  belonging  lo  the 
same  score,  upon  the  civil  list,  for  one  quarter  of  a 
year: — shillings  and  pence  omitted. 

1.  Equipage  to  ministers  at 

foreign  courts,  11.300^.  or  §50,221  72 

2.  Disbursement  of  do.  do.  38,386         170,602  63 

3.  Salaries  of  do.  do,  43,968         195,41132 


Amount  of  three  items  of  British  ex- 
penditure, §416,235  67 
Total  of  American  expenditure,  13;500 


Difference  quarterly, 


402,735  67 


Difference  annually,  1,610,942  68 

One  million,  six  hundred  and  ten  thousand,  nine 

'hundred   and   forty-two  dollars    and   sixty-eight 

.^ents!!! 

While  others  are  talking  of  the  appropriations 
made  for  furnishing  the  president's  house,  and  mak- 
ing such  fuss  about,  what  is  in  reality  very.trif- 
ling,*  let  us  take  a  peep  into  some  of  the  charges 
made  upon  the  British  government  by  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  for  a  few  articles  that 
decorate  Carlton  house. 

1.  Five  articles,  a  girandole, 
candelabra,  lustre,  and  two 

lanterns,  4053^  or  g  18,013  12 

2.  Plateau,  and   desert  orna- 

meHts,  4722,  20,986  34 

3.  Three  stars  and  tivo  badges,  8801 "  39,115  16 

4.  A  clock,  a  salvor,  a  sabre, 

george,  andastand,  3934  17,484  24 

5.  Two  picture  frames,  3  ca- 
binets, bronze  satyrs,  3460  15,377  60 


S' 10.976  46 
In  this  little  enumeration  it  will  be  perceived  that 
not  one  article  of  real  use  and  necessity  is  mention- 
ed. They  are  all  trinkets  and  gewgaws,  of  mere 
show.  The  substantial  furniture  of  a  home,  is  en- 
tirely excluded.  The  carpets,  mirrors,  tables, 
chairs,  curtery,  ?cc.  &c.  must  form  another  sum  of 
twic^tlie  amount.  And  we  purposely  omitted  an 
item,  which,  in  the  red  book,  stands  upon  the  same 
list,  in  order  to  give  it  a  distinct  and  forcible  spe- 
cification. 
6.  Plate,  21,926^  or  g97,447  88 


§208,424  34 
Making  the  total  of  two  hundred  and  eight  thou- 

*The  editor  ol  the  Registkr  does  not  consider 
any  approach  towards  the  profjigacy  of  England  as 
"trifling."  It  is  the  example,  not  the  amount  of  a 
solitary  expenditure,  that  he  would  deprecate.  As 
simplicity  retires  from  the  house  of  a  president  of 
the  United  States,  ostentation  and  unmeaning  pa- 
rade will  advance  io  fill  its  plic°.  Vei-y  much  de- 
pends on  tbe/'r,f/  step. 


sand,  four  hundred  and  twenty  four  dollars  and 
thirty  four  cents,  as  perliaps  the  fourth  er  fift!i 
part  of  his  royal  highness's  requisition  upon  the 
national  exchequer  for  the  decoration  of  his  to^v1l^ 
house. 

From  the  same. 
aspkn's  chuonoiogt. 

jyTr.  liache — The  following  notices  ofmilHarv 
events  are  taken  from  "Aspen's  Chronology,"  priiif- 
ed  in  London,  in  1816,  and  shew  the  regard  to  truth 
and  candor,  which  is  paid  by  British  writers,  when 
their  military  character  is  concerned. 

"1813,  Dec.  19— Fort  George,  North  America, 
stormed  and  taken  by  the  British." 

[On  the  27th  May,  1813,  Fort  George  was  storrti- 
ed  and  taken  by  the  Jintericans  from  the  Briiisli, 
and  on  the  16th  December,  1813,  generJil  M'Clure 
removed  the  public  stores,  and  destroyed  the  fort, 
and  retired  to  the  southern  side  of  the  Ni.ifjarji 
river  before  the  enemy  approached.]— £J.  Franklin 
Gaz. 

"1814,  May  6 — Fort  Oswego,  on  lake  Ontario, 
captured  by  the  British." 

[At  the  capture  of  this  fort  the  enemy  lost  in  kil- 
led and  wounded,  as  many  men  as  there  were  Ame- 
ricans opposed  to  them;  they  had  seven  limes  the 
force  we  had  and  were  obliged  to  evacuate  in  the 
night.] — ib. 

"1814,  Aug.  11— The  town  of  Stonnington,  N.A. 
attacked  and  taken  by  sir  Thomas  Hardy." 

[The  British  attacked  Stonnington,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1814,  with  a  74,  two  frigates,  one  brig, 
and  one  sloop  of  war,  which  was  defended  by  a  few 
militia  and  //tree ^-h??*,  two  of  them  long  18's.  The 
attack  commenced  at  9  at  night,  and  continued  till 
one  in  the  morning,  with  round  shot,  bombs  and 
rockets;  it  was  renewed  in  the  morning.  The  74 
partook  in  the  brave  affair!  some  thousands  of  shot 
were  fired,  and  the  wliole  squadron,  which  partici- 
pated, at  length  loiihdreiv.  Tiie  enemy  had  a  burge 
full  of  men  sunk,  and  the  brig  almost  torn  to  pieces. 
We  lost  no  men,  had  four  slightly  wounded, 
two  houses  fired,  which  were  immediately  extin- 
guished, two  horses  killed,  and  it  is  reported  one 
chicken  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  11th  August,  they  made  a  secottd attack, 
which  continued,  with  some  intermissions,  until  11 
o'clock  the  next  day,  when  they  a^-ain  -withdrew. 
In  this  last  affair,  their  force  was  increased  to,  and 
consisted  of  one  74,  one  razee,  one  frigate,  one 
bomb  ship,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  two  brigs!! 

Stonnington  village  contains  but  100  houses,  and 
800  inhabitants,  and  was  never  surrendered; — the 
inhabitants  proved  too  hardy  for  sir  Thomus—und 
the  two  18's  kept  his  squadron  completely  at 
bay]     ib. 

"1814,  August    12 — Attack  of  the  Buitjsh  os 

THE  AmERICAX  vessels  on  lake  ERIE." 

[On  the  10th  of  September,  1S13,  eleven  months 
previous  to  this  time,  every  vessel  belontfing  to 
the  British  was  taken  by  our  fleet  on  lake  Erie;  and 
the  British  chronologer,  would  have  shook  likr  an 
aspen  leaf  ba.d  he  been  opposed  to.  Perry's  fire, 
Mr.  Aspen  his,  ia  a  c(.i)venient  manner, forgotten  to 
give  the  correct  duy  of  the  year  and  nionih  of  otir 
victory  on  lake  Erie,  and  has  sub.stituted,  "attack  of 
the  Jirilish,"  for  "glorions  victory  of  the  Americans" 
slight  errors  in  a /ai</'/«/ chronology,  whicli  we  hope 
he  will  correct  in  the  next  edition.] — ib. 

"1815,  Sept.  6— Battle  of  Plattsburgh:  the  Ame- 
BicAws  DRIVEN  UNDER  THEIR  TOUTS  by  sir  Geori^a- 
Prevost." 

[Besides  the  untruth  of  tiie  event  of  thi.s  bailie, 
theye;ir,  and  d  ly  of  the  monU!   are  hIs  j  niiit„tei'j 
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The  battle  anrl  vir.lnry,  both  on  li>ke,  and  on  laj'd, 
by  fleet  and  by  fort,  by  M'Donoug'h  and  by  Macomb, 
t.o:)k  place  on  tlie  lltli  ofSeptember,  1814,  precise- 
ly one  year  and  one  day  afier  Perry's  victory,  which 
is  styled  an  attack,  and  wbicli  commodore  Yeo  cal- 
led, in  his  o(ficii»l  despite^),  communicating  <Ae  de- 
fdat."i\s\  ill-fHled  action."]— zA. 

"1815,  Jan.  15— The  Anierican  ship  President  of 
£!.rti/  ifum,  and  490  men,  captured  by  capt.  Hope,  of 
the  Endymion  frigate,  oft' Sandy  Hook.'* 

[The  Prtsideni  fiiifatc  was  captured  after  an  ac- 
tion of  fuur  liouvs  and  a  ha[f,  by  one  razee  and  three 
/rigqien.  The  President  frigate  was  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Decatur,  whom,  it  was  to  be  expect- 
ed, merited  move  candor  from  a  British  chrqnolo- 
ger  (or  his  polite  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crew 
oi' the  jiJiicedijiiia?},  a  liritish  frigate,  captured  by 
I'lim  with  a  frigate  of  equal  force,  and  brought  safe- 
ly into  an  American  port.  But  let  the  faithful  chro- 
T.'o.'og-T,  i;i  the  next,  edition,  look  at  the  following  ad- 
veiiisement  copie  J  frqm  a  LnndoTi  paper,  Sind.  let  him 
bhish,  not  only  for  b'lnself  in  publishing  a  gross 
v.isstatemait,  but  for  his  jiavu!  heroes,  w]io,  ^3  Mr. 
Kiles,  ediior  of  the  Register,  observed,  were  willing 
to  give  up  \he  glory  of  the  achievement,  and  only 
cared  about  dividing  the  spoils. 

*'Lmdou,  May  4 — Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the 
ofllcers  and  companies  of.  H.  M.  ships  Endymion, 
Pomona  and  Tenedos,  paptaias  Hope,  Parker  and 
L'lmley,  commander!?,  who  were  on  board  at  the 
ciiRture  of  the  ^V'^crican  frigate  President,  on  the 
15th(  Jan.  1815,  that  they  will  be  paid  their  respec- 
ti'/e  proportions  of  the  net  proceeds  of  head  jnqney 
for  the  said  capture,  on  the  10th  inst.  and  all  share* 
not  tlien  claimed  will  be  recalled  at  No.  23,  Nor- 
folkslreet,  Strand,  every  Tuesday  and  Friday,  for 
three  months  from  the  first  day  of  payment." 

WILLIAM  MARSH,,7V.  agent. 

A  similar  adveriispment  was  printed  at  Bermu- 
da, March  8,  1815,  fur  the  distribution  of  prize 
money,  (the  proceeds  of  t!iq  value  of  the  hull  and 
stores  of  the  President)  arnongst  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  above  enumerated  vessels,  together 
nllh  the  Majestic,  John  Hayes,  esq.  captain. 

The  capture  of  the  Ciiesapeake  frigate,  by  the 
Hiitish  frigate  Shannon,  is  carefully  noted,  but  not 
a  \vord  of  the  gallant  exploits  of  our  navy  is  men- 
tioned. To  point  out  the  errors  contained  ir\  the 
»»bove  ch!onologic:^l  details  would  be,  it  is  thought, 
unitecessary.  As  we  hope  every  American,  who 
coidd  read  at  the  time  tlie  events  occurred,  will  be 
able  to  detect  their  fallacy.  Should,  however, 
there  be  any  who  have  (,)rgotten  the  true  state- 
metit,  let  him  inake  it  a  task  to  inform  himself  on 
the  subject,  by  a  reference  to  Niles'  Register,  and 
the  work  c;<lled  "the  War,  or  Thompson'?  history 
of  the  war.'^   ' 

From  n  ^'eiv  York  paper. 
Tlie  l[/)ndon  Coiuier  has  violently  attacked  the 
character  of  gen.  Jiickson,  "the  uougluy  occupier  of 
JPi:t!sac'ihi,"  as  he  is  sneeringly  called.  The  Morn- 
ing Chronic'*,  the  mo^^t  respgctable  of  the  opposi- 
tion p:ipers  hadpub\is!ied  a  j-ographical  sketch  of 
t  ic  genera!,  which  did  not  quite  suit  the  Courier.— 
J:Ackb'>n  is  accused  of  having  rendered  himself  fa- 
niotvs  for  the  number  of  duels  he  has  fought.  A- 
mong  other  things,  it  is  staled  ol  him  by  tlie  Chro- 
nicle', "that  he  \vas  inrmerly  a  judge;  and  when  he 
was  once  presiding  in  that  opacity,  a  criminal  on 
his  circuit  lud  escaped  from  the  officers  of  justice. 
Judge  Jackson  ordered  the  'alicnff  to  raise  i\\e  posse 
to  pursue  the  offender,  and  advised  him  to  summon 
him  (Jackson)  among  others.     The  judge  <iccord- 


ingly  tvent  at  the  head  of  the  posse,  and  shot  the  of- 
fender (who  resisted)  luith  his  oion  hand.  He  then 
returned  to  the  judgment  seat,  received  the  report 
of  the  resistance  and  death  of  the  individual,  an^ 
gave  an  order  for  his  burial  in  due  form."  The 
Courier,  however,  remarks,  "we  .can  hardly  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  so  offensive  to  public  decorum 
could  be  committed,  even  in  Amevica.'" 

[  We  are  much  obliged  to  the  London  editors  fol* 
this  new  anecdote  about  the  "man  of  Orleans."—" 
We  call  it«ew,  for,  as  the  New  York  editor  asserts, 
•'we  venture  to  say  that  it  was  never  before  heard 
of  in  America;"  being  purely  a  tough  yarn  of  Bri- 
tish manufacture. — Ed.  Reg.] 

From  a  London  paper,  of  July  30. 

Four  American  vessels  were  met  in  the  Baltic 
abont  ten  days  since,  proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg 
in  ballast,  in  order  to  load  with  naval  stores,  wfA 
■which  they  -were  directed  to  retvm  home,  as  speedily  as 
possible.  This  is  far  from  being  the  first  instance 
that  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  of  the  eagerness 
of  the  Americans  to  provide  themselves,  not  merely 
with  naval  stores,  but  with  ammunition  and  artil- 
lery! Most  of  the  American  ships  which  leave  the 
Thames,  carry  out  military  stores  in  great  abun- 
dance— cannon  balls,  pieces  of  cannon,  and  gun- 
powder— taking  in  the  latter  at  the  place  assignetl 
for  loading  cargoes  of  that  sort.  One,  which  sailed 
five  or  six  weeks  since,  carried  out  several  24 
pounders,  guns  suitable  to  no  yessel  under  the 
strength  of  a  frigate.  All  this  is  done  publicly, 
and  we  mention  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  curiosity, 
and  not  with  the  slightest  notion  that  it  should  be 
prevented. — [How  kind.']  The  probability  is,  that 
many  such  materials  have  been  re-sold  indirectly 
to  the  South  American  insurgents,  that  some  are 
provided  by  individuals  and  by  government  for  the 
war  with  Spain,  and  that  the  remainder  will  be 
stored  for  any  other  war,  to  which  the  Americans 
may  suppose  themselves  led  by  their  "high  desti- 
nies!" 

[Every  line  a  "thumper."  What  do  we  want  of 
Russia  or  even  of  England,  the  "mistress  of  the  nea," 
of  naval  stores  or  naval  equipments?  We  have  alV 
that  the  former  supplies,  in  abundance — asi  to  can- 
non and  gun  powder,  we  actually  export  both  and  iiv 
great  quantities  of  our  own  manufacture.  For 
their  quality — enquire  of  capt.  Dacres  and  others. — 
Ed.  ll£a,] 

6EH.  MOREATT. 

Whosoever  is  disposed  to  be  merry -^let  him  read 
the  following.  Some  man  of  the  name  of  Phillippart^ 
in  his  memoirs  of  gen.  Moreau,  in  which  he  profes- 
ses to  be  very  careful  to  tell  nothing  but  the  truth, 
says — 

"The  Americans  repeatedly  offered  gen.  .^.Torean 
the  command  of  their  armies,  and  the  agents  of  Bona- 
parte were  continually  employed  to  induce  him  to 
the  adoption  of  some  step  that  might  deprive  him  of 
his  well  earned  popularity — and  tiiey  even  flattered 
themselves  witli  inducing  him  to  become  ruler  of 
JVorth  America:  but  those  and  every  other  attempt 
were  foiled  by  the  nobleness  which  constantly  ani- 
mated gen.  Moreau,  and  which,  throughout  his 
tewipestuous  career,  drew  respect  from  such  of  his 
enemies  as  enjoyed  any  liberality  of  feeling." — 
page  216. 

[Europeans  generally,  are  as  ignorant  of  the  dis- 
position  and  feeling  of  the  Americans,  as  the  Bri- 
tish were  of  the  cataract  of  Magara,  up  which  they 
intended  to  float  vessels  of  a  "peculiar  construe^ 
tion!"— -ID.  BBS.] 
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ENGLAND,  &C. 

American  6  per  cents,  at  London,  Ausf.  8—103. 

Mr.  Baring,  the  banker,  it  is  said,  is  invited  to 

attend  the  meeting  of  the  sovereigns  at  Aix-\a-Cha- 

pelle.     His  interest  in  the  French  loans  is  given  as 

the  cause  of  it. 

The  American  Indians  are  drawing  crowded  hou- 
ses to  the  British  theatres,  and  are  making  much 
money  for  themselves. 

A  report  was  in  circulation  at  Hamburg,  that 
England  will  probably  obtain  by  ncgociation  a  port 
in  the  Baltic. 

As  a  proof  of  the  increase  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  Liverpool,  it  is  stated,  that  the  dock  du- 
ties, which  were  in  1817,  75,999/.  IS*.  4d.  have 
this  year  risen,  to  98,5o8Z.  8s.  3d.  being  an  increase 
of  22,638/.  lis.  lid.  ..." 

The  woolen  manufactory  in  England,  it  is  said, 
is  rapidly  increasing.  In  proof  of  this  fact,  we  are 
told,  ths^t  the  quantity  of  wool  imported  into  all 
parts  of  England  during  the  last  year  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  nine  millions  of  pounds;  whereas, 
the  quantity  imported  during'  the  preceding  year 
amounted  only  to  86  millions,  and  not  more  than 
75  millions  in  any  former  year. 

A  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  London  Courier, 
from  Manchester,  Aug.  1,  states  that  the  spinners, 
to  the  number  of  14,000,  s'iU  continue  to  bid  defi 
ance  to  their  employers,  and  are  subsisting  upon 
their  own  limited  means.  This  combination  of  the 
laborers  appears  '(o  be  quite  extensive;  and  it  is 
evea  stated  that  remiilances  to  these  deluded  peo- 
ple have  been  made  from  the  mechanics  of  London, 
gome  of  the  English  papers  speak  with  trembling 
upon  the  subject,  and  attribute  the  disorders  to  the 
seditious  writings  and  secret  machinations  of  the 
JBUck  Dwarf  and  company. 

Liverpool,  Aug.  8.— The  singular  suspension  of 
business  at  Manchester  still  continues,  and  the 
strength  of  the  discontented  is  even  increased  by 
contmual  accessions  of  numbers.  No  means  of 
checking  this  monstrous  and  alarming  evil  has  yet 
teen  suggested,  and  indeed  it  appears  to  be  be- 
yond the  reach  of  human  ingenuity  to  provide  the 
adequate  remedy  without  such  encroachments  on 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  as  cannot  be  endured.  An 
application  of  military  force  has  been  spoken  of, 
but  such  a  cure  would  be  worse  than  the  disease. 
This,  however,  is  most  certain,  that  if  we  cannot 
destroy  this  principle  of  combination,  it  will  infal- 
Uably  destroy  us.  Neither  commerce,  nor  manu- 
factures, nor  law,  nor  liberty,  nor  independence, 
can  consist  with  the  right  of  legislation  assumed  by 
these  confederacies,  in  the  most  important  of  all 
matters,  the  price  of  labor. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  writers  that  Great  Bri- 
tain  has  now  reached  the  acme  of  her  prosperity, 
and  that  lier  speedy  decline,  in  conformity  to  the 
history  of  all  nations,  must  soon  be  expected  to 
commence.  Various  conjectures  have  been  formed 
as  to  the  causes  which  are  likely  to  produce  her 
ultimate  downfal.  The  corruption  of  government; 
the  increase  of  luxury;  the  failure  of  public  spirit; 
the  future  marine  superiority  of  America,  have  all 
been  brought  forward  as  probable  efficient  causes  ol 
our  declension  in  the  scale  of  nations. 

The  manufacturers  at  Stockport  turned  out  for 
higher  wages.  TL.'y  committed  some  depredations 
and  made  battle,  with  brick  bats  and  stones, 
against  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  beat  them  off".  Ad- 
ditional troops  were  expected.  Some  of  the  riot- 
ers had  been  apprel»©nded. 


An  order  was  issued  in  London,  the  last  o^  July, 
to  suspend  the  issuinj-;  of  sovereigns  and  ha'f-.soye- 
reigns,  and  to  substitute  guineas  and  silver  in  liru 
thereof— The  reasons  for  this  order  did  not  appear 
to  be  understood. 

The  changrs  in  the  British  parli-iment  ar  ?— En:,^- 
lish  and  Welsh  representatives  1  '3,  Irisii  26,Sc')tch 
4;  making  158  new  members.  The  house  nf  com- 
mons consists  of  658  members.  The  opposition  .11'.=^ 
calculated  to  have  gained,  on  the  Engldi  p-irt,  30 
votes.  On  the  Irish  p;irt  the  minister  has  gained 
four  new  friends  and  lost  six  old  ones. 

A  Boston  paper,  noticing  the  late  elections  in 
England,  says— It  the  course  of  the  West;r.inster 
election,  orator  Hunt,  who  had  propf>sed  himself 
as  a  candidate,  in  the  course  of  a  spaech  from  tlu> 
hHstings,  alluded  to  C«hhett's  being  a  candid:ite 
for  Coventry,  and  said  that  he  was  a  friend  of  NTr. 
Cobbett.  Here  there  was  a  cry  of  "yon  an  tiona 
the  better  for  that."  He  pir.ceedrd  to  state,  th-t  a 
meeting  iiad  been  held  of  the  fri'-'nds  of  Cobhett, 
and  that  sir  Francis  Burdett,  major  Cartwiight, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  had  been  written. to,  for  th^ir 
aid  to  a  subscription  towards  the  expenses  of  tiie 
election.  The  two  latter  gave  no  answer;  but  the 
answer  of  sir  Francis  was  read  by  Mr.  Hunt,  as 
follows: — 

"St.  James'  Place,  .Time  12. 
"SiE— I  am  sorry  that  a  fit  of  the  gout  si  oiild 
have  so  long  prevented  my  returning  an  answer  to 
your  letter,  and  I  am  sorry  at  the  same  time  to 
state,  that  I  cannot,  as  an  honest  man,  support  Mr, 
Cobbett.    Your  humble  servant, 

F.  BURDETT. 
Of  orator  Hunt,  sir  Francis  Burdett  seems  to 
have  no  better  opinion  than  of  Coh^ett.  At  the 
first  Spa  fields  meeting,  in  1816,  sir  Francis  wa<i 
appointed  with  Hunt  to  present  the  petition  of  the 
meeting  to  the  prince  regent.  In  answer  to  a  note, 
in  which  Hunt  enquired  of  sir  Francis  when  lie 
would  accompany  him  on  his  mission,  he  received 
the  following: 

Bricrhton,  .V«7'  19,  1816. 
Sin — I  have  not  received  any  authentic  account 
of  the  petition  you  mention,  I  therefore  can  come 
to  no  determination  respecting  it.  But  this  I  am 
determined,  not  to  be  made  a  cats-paw  of,  and  not 
to  insult  the  prince  regent. 

I  i-emain,   sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  set- 
vant,  FRANCIS  BURDETT. 

To  Henry  Hunt,  esq. 

A  London  paper  states,  that  on  Monday  last  the 
carriage  of  his  royal  highness,  the  prince  regent, 
broke  dosvn  in  South  Anriley  street,  on  his  way  to 
or  from  the  marquis  of  Hkrtfoud's.  A  mob  in 
stantly  collected,  as  the  carriage  was  known  to  bo 
the  prince's;  the  blinds  wers  drawn  up,  and  he  wn» 
concealed  from  their  view;  but  they  vociferate  1  i) 
a  most  indecent  manner  for  him  to  shew  l.iinridf. 
At  length  his  royal  highness  quitted  tlie  cai  riagp, 
and  made  his  way,  through  a  mews  into  Herefi;rd 
street,  and  took  shelter  in  general  Cliaddock'i-:  /"//- 
loTved  and  grossly  insnlied  by  the  populace.  [.Vs  a 
contrast  to  this,  let  reference  be  had  to  tlie  r^spec -^ 
ful  attention  of  the  whole  people  of  the  U  ijted 
States,  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Jdfferson,  Madisun  and 
,\I()nriie.'\ 

A  singular  circumstance  is  mentioned  as  having 
taken  place.^on  board  the  ship  Emanuel,  capt.  S|>ri:i- 
gal,  bound  to  Elsineur.  As  capt.  S,  was  snilina  !iy 
the  gun-fleet  beacon,  in  the  Swjn,  about  sixteen 
miles  from  land,  the  vessel  was  suddenly  visited  by 
millions  of  wasps;  and,  although  the  crew  kept 
sweeping  the  deck  and  gun-wals  as  they  fell,  they 
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were  assailed  with  successive  swarms  for  full  four 
hours. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  nearly  200  whales  were 
killed  in  the  harbor  of  Stornowaj',  in  one  of  the 
fslands  of  Scotland,  by  t!ie  inhabit«nts  o'f  that 
town.  Wany  of  the  whales  were  upwards  of  twen- 
ty feet  lonj^,  and  fifteen  in  circumference. 

A  gentleman's  house  was  lately  robbed  in  Dublin. 
Jn  a  day  or  two  after  the  following'  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  penny-post: 

"Sin — T  am  a  man  who  lives  by  robbing — you 
left  your  door  open  on  Sunday  last,  when  you  tho'' 
you  sliut  it — for  which  you  lost  your  coat  and  other 
articles.  I  wanted  them  sadly,  for  I  was  hleaclied 
with  tlie  sun.  I  could  have  taken  law  books,  but  1 
am  rogue  enough  without  them,     ynur's  truly, 

Pat  IVatcli  the  doors." 

^Vagesin  Scotland. — Farm  servants  for  six  months,, 
wiih    bed,  board  and  washing  found,  from  6  to  8 
poujids;  women's  wages  from  3  to  4  pounds.     La- 
borers by  the  day,  with  victuals,  recive  one  shjUing, 
without  vjciu^ls  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

FHiKCE. 

The  royal  court  at  Paris  has  conferred  the  title 
of  count  upon  M.  Stackpole,  an  Irish  gentleman  of 
S2  years  of  age,  who,  it  is  said,  possesses  a  fortune 
of  nine  millions  of  francs,  and  who  has  created  in 
favor  of  his  only  son,  a  majorei  of  50,000  francs  of 
income. 

Mademoiselle  Garnerin. — Tlie  following  account 
r,f  her  perilous  nautic  as  well  as  aeronautic  expedi- 
tion, has  been  given  by  Mademoiselle  Garnerin  her- 
self in  the  Bordeaux  Journal — "I  at  first  descended 
rather  slowly,  being  driven  by  a  low  wind  to  the 
height  of  about  500  toises.  My  balloon  was  soon 
above  the  river,  and  took  its  course  against  the  cur- 
vent  of  v/ind  by  rising  higher,  having  no  ballast 
j'emaining.  Be-^ides,  1  was  now  twelve  minutes  in 
the  airj  and  the  point  from  which  I  rose  was  so  di- 
minished by  distance,  that  I  was  afraid  of  getting 
,out  of  sight  unle.>s  I  descended  Though  I  knew  I 
must  descend  in  the  river,  I  detached  myself  from 
my  balloon,  which  instantly  rose  wih  greatly  in- 
creased celerity.  My  paracliule  expanded  itself 
proir:ptly  and  freely,  and  in  4  minutes  40  seconds  I 
found  myself  in  tti'e  midst  of  the  waters.  J  may 
say,  that  in  this  situation,  I  was  indebted  for  my 
life  a  second  time  to  my  father.  The  floating  ma- 
cliine,  of  which  he  is  the  inventor,  and  which  was 
placed  in  tlie  bottom  of  my  little  boat,  made  it 
float;  but  from  its  being  entangled  with  cords,  I 
was  noL  able  to  adjust  it.  Like  Tcarus,  I  neglected 
the  prudent  counsel  of  my  father.  The  floating 
machine  being  at  the  bottom,  raised  the  lower  part 
in  such  a  manner,  that  tlie  instrument  destined  for 
my  safety  -^ould  have  been  my  destruction,  had  1 
not  by  miraculous  instinct  jumped  into  the  water, 
though  I  did  not  know  how  to  swim.  I  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  catch  by  the  side  of  my  boat  that  was 
raised  by  the  floating  machine,  and  saved  myself 
u  tliat  precarious  situation. 

"This,  however,  did  not  prevent  my  remarking 
the  grand  covp  d'ail  presented  by  niy  parachute'^ 
toucliing  the  water  on  one  side,  expanded  like  a 
full  sail  and  conducting  myself  and  my  little 
boat  'to  the  opposite  bank.  Two  boatmen,  named 
Plassau  and  Droullard,  were  the  flrst  that  came  to 
my  relief.  For  seven  minutes  1  floaieci  on  the  wa- 
ter, and  my  strength  was  beginning  to  fid  me." 

SPAIN. 

l-'ive  citizens  of  the  United  States,  rnpt',;red  un- 
der the  patriot  flng,  were  lately  broiii^ht  to  Gadiz. 
Jt  was  expected  tl.ey  would  be  sent  lo  (Jeuia. 


war  and  two  armed  schooners,  arrived  at  Havana 
from  Campeachy,  with  tlie  cargo  of  the  Spanish 
frig:,te  Efigenia,  consisting  of  1,914,912  Mexican 
dollars;  11  bars  of  of  silver,  weighing  1490  marks; 
158  seroons  of  cochineal,  and  a  quantity  of  briU 
Hants. 

Ferdinand  VII.  has  issued  a  definitive  edict 
against  the  Spanish  exiles  who  had  served  in  the 
cause  of  Bonaparte,  banishing  from  the  country  all 
those  who  h;'d  acted  in  any  department  under  the 
usurper,  as  counsellors  or  ministers;  and  military 
officers,  to  the  rank  of  captain,  inclusive. 

Late  accounts  from  Russia  mention  that  the  em- 
peror regrected  extremely  that  the  vessels  dispos- 
ed of  to  Spain  did  not  prove  good,  and  blamed  the 
surveyors— and  had  determined  to  present  Ferdi- 
nand with  two  good  ships  of  the  line  as  an  indemni- 
fy- Host.  Pal. 

NETHKHLANDS. 

Tlie  court  of  Cassation  at  Brussels,  in  an  extra- 
ordinary sitting  on  the  29  July,  decided  in  the  ap- 
peal of  lord  Wellington  against  the  sentences  pas- 
sed by  the  tribunal  at  Ghent  in  favour  of  the  editor 
of  the  "Journal  of  East  and  West  Flanders."  After 
a  discussion  of  four  hours,  the  court  annulled  the 
decision  of  the  tribunal  of  Ghent,  and  declared  that 
the  article  inserted  against  his  grace  bore  tht  cha- 
racter of  calumny.  The  court  condemned  M.  de 
Dnsscher,  the  editor.to  one  month's  imprisonment, 
to  the  inierdiction  of  his  civil  rights  for  five  years, 
to  a  fine  of  25  florins  and  to  the  costs  of  the  two 
trials,  iiistead  of  damages.  Five  hundred  copies  of 
the  sentence  may  also  be  printed  at  theSexpense  of 
M  de  Busscner,  in  whatever  part  of  the  kingdom 
the  duke  of  Wellington  shall  please. 

GERMANY. 

The  king  of  Wurtemberg  has  issued  .in  impor. 
tant  decree  respecting  vaccination— to  afford  faci- 
lities in  the  practice,   and  compel  its  observance. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  Prussian  flag  has  been  altered  by  a  cabinet 
order  at  Berlin.  In  future,  it  is  to  consist  of  three 
bands  without  an  eagle.  The  two  outer  bands  to 
be  black,  and  the  middle  band  white. 

SWEDES. 

An  article  from  Stockholm  states,  that  from  the 
1st  of  April  this  year,  the  annual  appanage  of  the 
king  is  fixed  at  320,000  bank  dollars,  (fo-merly 
270,000,)  besides  the  hereditary  annuity  of  2C0,000 
bank  dollars,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  foreign  debt. 
That  of  the  crown  prince  is  fixed  at  100,000  bank 
dollars. 


On   ".he  lU'.ii  ui\.  a   squadron  '..rii-iee  slcops  of 


BENMARK. 

.A  gueer  story.  Copenhagen  July  4.— A  country 
lad,  of  the  neighborliood  of  xVarhuns,  having  laid 
himself  down  lately  in  the  field  to  sleep,  a  snake 
crept  into  his  mouth  which  was  open,  and  descend- 
ed into  his  stomach;  and  after  having  remained 
there  for  some  days,  it  came  out  again  alive  by  the 
same  way  it  had  entered. 

Last  year  the  number  of  births  in  all  Denmark 
(exclusive  of  the  Duchies)  w.+s  .35,441,  and  that  of 
deaths  21,253;  being  an  excess  of  14,188  in  the 
number  of  births.  The  number  of  marriages  was 
8,589. 

SWITZERLANI). 

.?H  article  dated  at  Lovsanne,  May  19,  s.iys — A 
lake,  that  h:is  been  lately  f)nned  in  the  valley  de 
Bagne,  in  Valai'^,  tliieatens  with  incalculable  loss 
a'l  the  neigliboriiig  country. 

This  vidley,  .iliout  five  leagues  above  St.  Bran- 
chii'r,  prfseiiLs  a  very  narrow  passage,  commanded 
on  tlie  soutli  by  tlic  .side  of  Mauvcisin,  which  ofi'ers 
ai)  exlremely  rapid  declivity,  and  o;\  the  north  by 
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Mont  Pleureur.which  has  a  much  greater  elevation 
The  lower  part  of  the  latter  presents  a  line  of  rocks 
of  about  500  feet  in  height,  surmounted  by  the 
vast  glacier  of  Chedroz,  which  mounts  by  stages  to 
the  very  summit  of  the  mountain. 

From  this  glacier,  enormous  blocks  of  ice  fre- 
quently  detach  themselves  and  fall  into  the  valley, 
were  they  are  accumulated  against  the  line  of  rocks 
over  which  tliey  precipitate  themselves  in  cascades. 
Thebedoftlie  Drance  is  completely  concealed, 
and  this  river,  formed  by  the  waters  of  the  more 
distant  glaciers,  appears  belov/this  mass  of  ice  and 

snow.  .       ,    ,     .  J 

These  masses  of  ice  have  singularly  increased 
since  1815.  The  kind  of  vault,  or  of  natural  galle- 
ry, under  which  the  Drance  once  found  its  passage, 
was  closed  up  during  the  last  winter,  and  the  wa- 
ters finding  no  passage,  have  accumulated  behind 
the  barrier  of  ice,  and  uow  actually/orm  aconside 
rable  lake. 

The  barrier  traverses  the  breadth  of  the  valley 
and  rests  upon  the  opposite  sides  of  the  two  meun- 
tains.  Its  length  measured  in  the  higher  part,  is 
about  500  feet,  its  breadth,  taken  at  the  base,  is  at 
least  900  feet,  and  its  height,  at  tlie  lowest  pan 
near  the  side  of  Mauvoisin,  is  about  220  feet,  but 
it  is  much  more  considerable  on  the  side  of  Mont 
Pleureur. 

The  lake,  on  the  14th  instant,  was  7200  feet  in 
length,  about  360  in  breadth,  and  in   its  greatest 
depth  180  feet,  and  the  waters  are  daily  augment 
ing.     On  the  lOth  and  11th  of  May,  they  increased 
*ight  inches  in  24  hours. 

The  government  of  Valais  have  wisely  ordered 
measures  of  precaution  to  be  taken  in  the  places 
most  exposed  to  danger.  These  measures,  which 
are  alone  practicable  in  the  existing  state  of  things, 
consist  in  cutting  a  passage,  about  50  feet  down  the 
snow  of  the  lake,  that  time  may  be  had  to  effect 
thi3  work  before  the  waters  rise  to  their  height. 

TUEKKY  AND  RUSSIA. 

A  dispute  exists  between  those  two  powers  re- 
specting  the  sovereignty  of  the  Turkisli  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia.  Alexander  wishes  to 
"deliver"  them  to  himself;  the  Porte  desires  to  re- 
tain them  as  his  "legitimate"  possessions — and  has 
levied  two  millions  of  piasters  on  the  former. 

EGTPT. 

The  bashaw  or  viceroy  of  Egypt  has  re-opened 
the  intercourse  with  India  by  way  of  the  Red  sea, 
as  formerly,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies 
of  India  merchandize:  the  goods  are  first  brought 
to  Suez,  and  conveyed  from  thence,  across  the  isth- 
mus, to  Alexandria-  The  bashaw  paid  his  last  tri- 
bute to  the  grand  seignior  in  Mocha  coffee.  We 
place  no  confidence  in  the  extent  or  duration  of  a 
trade  carried  on  through  such  channels  with  the 
east.  The  ruined  commerce  and  importance  of  the 
Venetian  commonwealth  are  pretty  fair  illustra- 
tions of  the  superior  be  iefits  attending  on  the  route 
by  the  cape,  which  the  Portuguese,  the  Dutch,  the 
French  and  English,  have  used  for  near  three  cen- 
turies.— Eng.  paper. 

EAST    INDIES. 

The  British  are  about  to  build  six  small  frigates, 
of  32  guns,  at  Trincolalee. 

Very  strict  orders  bad  been  issued  not  to  per- 
mit tlie  ingress  of  E-.iropeuMS  into  the  interior  more 
than  five  miles  from  Bombay- 

We  hive  details  shewing  that  a  very  extensive 
war  rage!  in  India.  The  natives  fight  desperately, 
and  tho(i>^h  generally  defeated,  soon  rally  and  fight 
again.  Ceylon,  wiiase  "lej^'itiro.ite  king"  the  I'lri- 
tjsh  seized,  shipped  o'.!"  jund  imprisoned,  (-.it  t!ie 


very  moment  they  were  callirg  Bonaparte  all  the 
rascals  in  the  world  for  keeping  fool  Ferdinand  in 
custody)  is  much  agitated,  and  the  people  are 
killing  off  quite  rapidly. 

The  fort  of  Talnier  had  been  stormed  and  taken 
by  sir  T.  Hislop.  The  contest  was  very  severe, 
and  the  garrison  were  put  to  the  sword! 

The  Peishwah  is  very  far  from  being  subdued — 
he  has  a  large  body  of  cavalry  under  his  command, 
and  continually  hstrasses  the  British — another  hos- 
tile chief,  called  Bajee  Row,  has  30,000  mounted 
men  in  arms. 

The  East  Indians,  fighting  for  their  homes  and 
the  bones  of  their  ancestors,  are  called  'Rebels" — 
other  persons,  with  not  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
causes  for  resistance,  when  flighting  in  Spain,  were 
called  "patriots;"  and  in  the  late  war,  the  British 
papers  told  us  about  other  "patriots"  who  curried 
scalping  knives,  and  murdered  even  the  infant,  ript 
untimely  from  its  murdered  movher's  womb. 

NEW    HOtl.AND 

A  discovery  has  been  made  in  New  South  Wales, 
which  must  materi  dly  affect  the  future  advance- 
ment of  that  colony.  "A  river  of  the  first  magni- 
tude" has  been  found  in  the  interior,  running 
through  a  most  beautiful  country,  rich  in  soil, 
limestone,  slate  and  good  timber.  A  means  of 
communication  like  this,  has  long  been  anxiously 
searched  for  without  success,  and  many  began  to 
entertain  an  apprehension  that  the  progress  of  co« 
Ionization  in  New  Holland  would  b®  confined  to  its 
coasts. 

GREENLAND. 

•  450  square  miles  of  ice  have  recently  been  de. 
tached  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Greenland  and 
the  neighboring  regions  of  the  Pole.  This  mass 
had  rendered  that  co.ast  inaccessible  for  400  years, 
but  at  present  they  can  penetrate  without  obstruc- 
tion as  far  as  latitude  83.  "This  breaking  up  of 
the  Polar  ices,"  says  a  letter  from  Copenhagen, 
"accounts  f  >r  the  continual  tempest  from  the  south- 
east, with  heats,  storms,  and  a  very  electrical  state 
of  the  atmosphere;  which,  during  three  years,  have 
caused  us  in  Denmark  to  experience  hot  winters 
and  cold  summers. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

OC/'In  the  last  Register  a  very  important  mistake 
occurred — we  know  not  how.  It  was  said  that  the 
patriot  gen.  Marino  occupied  Caraccas—'it  should 
have  been  Cariaco;  a  place  of  much  inferior  note. 

T'le  crew  of  ihe  Venezuelan  brig  India  Libre, 
who  rese  upon  the  officers  at  Margaritia  some  time 
since,  and  carried  off  the  vessel,  have  recenth 
committed  several  acts  of  sheer  piracy. 

A  prize  to  a  couple  of  Buenos  .Vyrean  privateers 
has  arrived  at  Scituate,  Mass.  It  appears  that  the 
crew  threw  the  prize-master  and  his  mate  over- 
board, and  took  command  of  the  vessel,  which  now 
is  in  custody  of  the  marshal.  The  crew  are  in  jail  at 
Plymouth. 

FLORIDA. 

Liverpool,  Aug.  8.  The  intelligence  from  Wash- 
ington respecting  the  formal  protest  of  the  Spa- 
nish ambass.ador,  has  h.ad  the  efi'ect  of  lowering  the 
funds  1-2  per  cent.  Papers  from  the  U.  States  for- 
mally declare,  "we  have  conquered  the  Florida's; 
nothing  but  the  sword  can  change  owners." 

We  have  reason  to  tliink,  says  our  correspon- 
dent, that  the  Britisli  government  looks  more  seri- 
ously than  was  at  first  expecled,  at  the  execution 
of  the  two  British  subjects  in  Florida;  nnd  ive  knr,~v 
th;tt  they  are  usinj^  all  diligence  to  collect  infor- 
mation, as  if  tlicy  considered  it  a  subject  ornalinn 
al  imnoi'iancP. 


4^ 
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Jnotfier  British  paper  sat/s— The  seizure  of  Pen- 
sacoli  by  the  United  Slates,  is  an  event  which  na- 
turally excites  public  attention;  and  the  more  so, 
because  it  is  as  yet  unaccompanied  by  any  explana- 
tory  matter   which  would  enable   one  to  form  a 
judgment  upon  its  true  character.  A  general  opini- 
on seemfi  to  prevail,  thnt  the  affair  has  taken  place 
contrary  to  the  wishes  oFthe  American  government, 
and  that  the  president  will  disavow  the  proceed 
ings  of  general  Jackson.     This  step,  if  taken,  and  if 
followed  tip  by  the  punishment  of  that  ofRcer,  may 
be  sufficient  to  conciliat#the  wounded  feelings  of 
Sp-iin,  and  too  nice   an   inquiry  into   instructions 
would  then  be  ill-timed  curiosity. — But  there  i^ 
another  mode  in  which  it  has  been   surmised  this 
affair  between  Spain  and  America  may  be  settled, 
whicij  requires  a  little  notice.  "We  have  good  rea- 
son to   believe,"  observes  a  morning  paper  of  yes- 
terday, "that  an  appeal  will  be  made  by  Spain  to 
the  great  allied  powers  of  Europe  for  an  adjust- 
ment ofdifFere  ices  by  their  mediation."  Of  course, 
this  appeal  must  be  made  by  both  the  litigants;  but 
America  has  solemnly  declared  her   intention  not 
to  unite  in  such  a  reference.  In  the  long  historical 
letter  fromJo'm  Quincy  Adams  to  Dan  Onis,  dated 
May  12,    1818,  is    the  following  passage: — "The 
United  States,  in  jusxice  to  themselves,  in  justice 
to  that  harmony,  which  they  earnestly  desire  to 
cultivate  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  in  justice 
to  that  fundamental  system  ofpolicy,  which  forbids 
them  from  entering?  the  Itbyrinth  of  European  poli- 
tics, must  decline  soliciting  or  acceding  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  other  government  of  Europe,  for  the 
settlement  of  their  differences  with  Spain."    Aftar 
this  assurance,  the  question  of  mediation  is  wholly 
set  at  rest. 

Another  observes— It  appears  by  advices  which 
bave  reached  this  country,  that  the  American  go- 
vernment has  determined  to  strengtiien  its  frontiers 
immediately  x'ijacent  to  the  Spanish  territory,  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  by  the  erection  of  fortifica- 
tions. It  is  perfectly  understood  that  the  works  are 
not  intended  as  protections  against  any  hostility 
from  the  Spaniards;  for  such  is  their  state  of  fee- 
bleness, and  such  f  jr  a  century  has  been  their  las- 
situde and  indifference,  that  no  aggression  is  at  all 
to  be  apprehended  from  that  quarter.  The  pur- 
pose  is  toclieck  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  in  the 
extensive  regions  of  the  Floridas,  amongst  whom 
the  Spaniards  are  incapable  of  preserving  subordi- 
nation, and  who  seem  to  be  almost  equally  danger- 
ous to  friends  and  enemies. 

l^'WoouBiNE  AND  McGreoor.  From  the  Orleans 
Gazette. — Ti\e  following  are  extracts  of  letters  from 
a  gentleman  in  Liverpool  to  his  relation  in  this 
place.  Tlie  iaformation  they  give  may  be  implicit- 
ly relied  on. 

There  is  reason  to  lielieve  that  general  Jackson 
anticipated  some  such  movement  as  this  of  .McGre- 
gor and  Woodbine,  as  before  the  capture  of  Pen- 
eacola  he  requested  com.  Patterson  to  order  the 
U.  S.  brig  Eiiterprize  to  cruize  off  the  bay  of  Tam- 
p:i,  where  v.e  believe  that  vessel  now  is.  Whilst 
"Woodbine  wns  collecting  all  the  desperadoes  of 
the  West  1. idles,  McGr^'gor  was  gathering  round 
him  the  dregs  of  England  and  Scotland,  in  order 
conjoii>lly  to  make  a  descent  upon  Tampa  bay,  and 
conceniratliig  tlieir  forces  there,  they  might  easily 
have  pounced  upon  Pensacola,  anu  then  what  an 
unliallowed  gang  of  negro-slealers,  pirates  and 
smugglers  we  should  have  had  in  our  immediate 
neighborhood!  Fortunately  the  whole  plan  of  ope- 
rations was  defeated  by  the  vigor,  the  vigilance  and 
•Orleans  Gazette. 


Liveff>i)ol,  Mat/  30. — Gen.  McGregor  is  going 
out  to  join  col.  Woodbine  at  the  bay  of  Tamp;-, 
where  they  have  a  collection  of  vagabonds  intended 
to  take  Pensacola — this  I  kno-w  to  be  a  fact;  a  ves- 
sel, called  the  Imogene,  is  going  out  on  account  of 
McGregor. 

June  3. — An  article  from  Madrid  says,  "the  dis- 
cussion with  the  United  States  will  not  cause  a  war» 
but  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  for  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney!" You  will  have  to  drive  McGregor,  Wood- 
biiie,  and  Co.  out  of  Pensacola  and  Tampa  bay. 


fv!-?sijhl  of  Jackson.- 


CHKONCCLE. 

The  remains  of  Col.  lVharto7i,  late  of  the  U.  S^. 
murines,  were  interred  with  military  honors>'  at 
New  York  on  the  3rd  inst. 

The  Connecticut  convention  is  proceeding  very 
orderly  in  the  great  work  of  forming  a  constitution. 
From  what  we  have  seen  there  is  little  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  a  very  liberal  system  will  be  adopted. 
Illinois.  The  convention  to  form  a  state  con- 
stitution is  in  session — Jesse  B.  Thomas, president. 
The  actual  papulation  of  the  territory  is  ascertain- 
ed to  be  40,156,  which  exceeds  the  number  requir- 
ed by  the  act  of  congress. 

Plaster.  The  gypsum  discovered  sometime  since 
in  Green  and  Carter  counties,  Tennessee — equal  in 
quality  to  any  and  abundant  in  quantity,  seems 
about  to  be  introduced  into  general  use,  and^o  be- 
come a  considerable  article  of  traffic. 

Water  sponts.  Three  or  four  water  spouts  were 
observed  in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  28lh  ult. 
The  fisheries.  The  following  endorsement  was  made 
an  the  papers  of  the  American  schooner  Betsy, 
lately  sent  into  Halifax,  by  admiral  Milne,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  being  found  fishing  on  the  coast 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

"It  is  hereby  notified  that  it  is  ihe  earnest  desire 
of  rear  admiral  sir  David  Mih^e,  commander  in 
chief  of  bis  majesty's  ships  in  North  America,  and 
on  the  lakes  of  Cinada,  in  endeavoring  to  preserve 
the  maritime  rights  of  his  Mujesty  from  infringe* 
ment,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  subjecting  the 
vessels  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
engaged  in  the  fishery  to  any  loss  or  interruption 
to  which  they  have  made  themselves  liable,  by  the 
infringement  of  the  just  rights  which  belong  to  the 
maritime  dominions  of  his  majesty  in  North  Ameri- 
ca. You  are  therefore,  allowed  to  pursue  your 
voyage  without  further  detention,  taking  notice, 
however,  that  if  you  are  again  found  trespassing  on 
his  majesty's  rights,  you  cannot  expect  to  receive 
further  indulgence;  and  you  are  req'-.ested  to  noti- 
fy  to  the  vessels  of  your  nation,  as  far  as  in  your 
power,  to  avoid  interfering  with  those  fisheries 
which  exclusively  appertain  to  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, as  they  will  be  hereafter  proceeded  against  aa 
the  law  directs. 

(Signed)  DAVID  MILNE, 

Commander  in  Chief. 
Relations  ivith  Spain.  The  JValional  .Advocate, 
speaking  of  the  late  arrest  of  com.  Tayler  at  New- 
York,  observes — "We  are,  by  no  means,  neutral  in 
relation  to  Spain  and  the  colonies — our  laws  are 
made  to  operate  against  the  patriots.  If  a  vessel 
is  supposed  to  be  fitted  out  by  them  she  is  seized 
on  the  order  of  the  Spanish  consul.  Do  we  owe 
Spain  any  favor  or  extensive  protection?  Why  was 
not  the  Regiilua,  a  fine  ship,  lately  fitted  out  by 
the  Spamsh  government  from  this  port,  seized?  why 
was  she  permitted  to  go  out,  and,  probably,  now 
lies  off  the  Hook,  waiting  for  any  vessels  suppos- 
ed to  belong  to  the  patriots.'— The  truth  simply  is, 
that  to  prevent  our  laws  being  bent  in  favor  of  Spaii^ 
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such  of  the  provinces  in  South  Aflierica,  that  are 
independent,  must  be  acknowledged,  and  a  reci- 
procal protection  afforded  to  their  officers  and  re- 
preseBtatives,  and  not  tlirow  them  at  the  mercy  of 
•  consul  of  Ferdinand  the  7th,  to  bend  our  instiiu- 
tions  wholly  to  his  views." 

JVaval  depot  in  the  Chesapeake.— The  Petersburg 
intelligencer  reports  it  as  a  fact,  generally  under- 
stood,  that  a  situation  on  York  river  will  be  selected 
for  a  navy  yard.  "In  this  event,  (it  is  added)  the 
United  States  contemplate,  having  a  canal  passing 
through  the  town  of  Williamsburg,  from  the  col- 
lege landing  to  the  capitol  landing,  and  connect- 
ing James  riv«r  »nd  York  river  by  the  medium  of 
Archer's  Hope  creek  and  Queen  creek.  We  also 
understand  ihat  a  major  of  the  United  States  engi- 
neers, was  surveying  these  creeks  ten  days  ago  for 
tliis  purpose. 

Umri/.—The  legislature  of  the  Alabama  territo- 


dressed  by  lieut.  B.  to  the  judge,  stating  the  ne- 
cessity he  should  be  under  to  remove  the  building 
should  the  business  be  neglected  by  the  proper 
authority.    To  tliis  communication,  no  reply   was 
made.    Lieut.  B.  then  called  upon  two  of  the  jud- 
ges, and  made  a  representation  upon  the  subject, 
to  which  they  turned  a  deaf  ear.     He  then  notified 
them  that  the  unpleasant  duty  would  devolve  upon 
him— requested  them  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures for  securing  the  prisoners  confined  in  the 
jail — offered  them  a  place  of  seourity  in  the   fort, 
and  assigned  'I'uesday,  the  14th  July,  as  the  day 
on  which  he  should  proceed  in   the  execution  of 
his    duty.     Accordingly,  at   the  time   appointed, 
lieut.  B,  went  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  in  an 
undress  and  rvithout  arms,   and    commenced    the 
work.     After  being  menanced  by  the  citizens,  he 
found   it  necessary  to  return  to  the  fort  and  arm 
his  men.  The  jail  was  then  removed;  and  althougli 


ry  have   passed  an  act  repealing  all  laws  against   assaulted  by  the  mob,  lieut.  B.  showed  no  disposi 


usury.  Any  written  obligation,  specifying  the  in- 
terest at  the  rate  per  centum,  as  agreed  upon,  may 
be  recovered  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity  in  the 
territory;  and  where  no  rate  is  specified,  the  obli- 
gation will  draw  inyterest  at  the  rate  of  eiffht  per 
cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  it  becomes  due. 
We  believe  ours  is  the  first  legislature  in  the  union 
which  has  made  all  obligations  recoverable  let  the 
rate  of  interest  be  what  it  may. 

The  state  of  Mississippi,  in  convention,  have,  by 
their  constitution,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  their 
legislature  to  pass  any  law  respecting  the  rate  of 
interest. — [Mabama  Rep. 

"  fVotiders  of  the  deep."— C&pt.  Pinkham,  of  the 
sloop  William,  who  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  1st 
inst.  in  four  days  from  Nantucket,  informs,  that  on 
Saturday,  30lh  August,  about  140  miles  E.  N.  E. 
from  Cape  Henry,  he  'passed  through  a  school  ofa 
abont  three  hundred  SPERMACETI  WHALES.— 
Some  of  them  he  reprebcnts  as  Weing  very  large. 

The  sea-serpent!  One  of  the  "expeditions"  fitted 
out  against  the  sea  serpent,  has  succeeded  in  catch- 
ing  an  a.iimal  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  those 
that  has  so  long  amused  the  public — it  turns  out  be 
•what  is  called  an  Albicore,  or  Horse  Mackarel! — 
It  is  the  opinion  of  capt,  Rich,  who  took  this  fish, 
that  it  is  the  identical  "monster"  who  has  50  long 
played  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people — and  here, 
it  seems,  the  chapter  of  wonders  has  its  end! 
What  is  truth?  The  thing  caught  is  only  ten  feel 
long. 

-Affray  at  Mobile.'r-We  several  days  since  pub- 
lished  some  particulars  of  an  affray  which  took 
place  a  short  time  ago  between  a  detachment  of 
United  States  troops,  commanded  by  lieut.  Beall, 
and  the  citizens  of  Mobile.  The  account,  howe- 
ver, was  so  incomplete  and  imperfect,  whether  de- 
signedly or  not  we  cannot  say,  that  we  were  left 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  the  quarrel.  The 
New-Orleans  Gazette  of  the  30th  ultime,  received 
this  morning,  gives  a  history  of  the  transaction, 
on  the  authority  of  a  respectable  gentleman  at  Mo- 
bjle,  which  places  the  affair  in  quite  a  dillerent 
light  from  what  was  to  be  inferred  from  the  reso 
lutions  of  the  town  meeting  which  we  published. 

It  appears  that  the  county  jail  had'been  erected 
upon  the  public  hospital  lot  of  the  United  States, 
which  lot  has  been  pUced  under  the  special  charge 
of  the  military  commander  at  that  post.  Several 
"days  previous  to  the  disturbance.  It.  Beall  addres- 
sed a  note  to  the  chief  justice  of  the  quorum,  stat- 
ing that  the  jail  must  be  removed.  The  judge 
replied,  that  he  had  ho  authority  to  order  it  to  be 
aken  off.    Subsequently,  another  note  was  ad- 


tion  to  overawe  them  by  military  force.  Lieut. 
Beall  is  said  to  be  an  officer  of  excellent  character 
and  reputation. — Ev.  Post. 

NiAGABA  FALLS.  Buffalo,  Aug.  25.— We  learn  that 
a  considerable  part  of  Tstble  Rock,  well  known  to 
all  the  visitors  of  this  grand  natural  phenomenon, 
by  the  fine  view  it  afforded  of  the  falls  on  the  Ca- 
nadian side,  broke  off  by  its  own  weight,  daring 
last  Thursday  night,  and  precipitated  itself  into 
the  gulph  below.  The  piece  broken  off,  we  under- 
stand,  is  about  twenty  five  rods  long,  and  from  one 
to  six  rods  wide,  comprising  the  priracipal  part  of 
the  table  or  excavated  rock.  It  may  be  considered 
providential,  that  the  fall  of  this  piece,  which  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  has  been  a  great  part  of 
the  lime  covered  with  visitors,  should  have  hap^ 
pened  in  the  night,  without  any  superincumbent 
weight  or  other  known  cause  to  occasion  it. 

[The  bridge  constructed  by  A-  Porter,  esq.  to 
Goat  Island,  last  season,  and  partly  destroyed  by 
the  ice  last  spring,  is  to  be  re-built,  by  which  the 
finest  possible  view  of  the  Falls  may  be  obtained. 
A  flight  of  steps,  to  descend  nearly  200  feet,  la 
now  constructing,  by  which  another,  and  as  it  is 
thought  by  some,  the  grandest  view  of  the  cataract 
may  be  had.  From  this  place  a  boat  is  also  to  be 
kept  in  which  the  Niagara  may  be  crossed.] 

IsDiASA.  We  noticed,  sometime  ago,  the  agri- 
cultural  progress  and  profits  of  the  celebrated 
Harmony  Society,  who  lately  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  the  Wabash,  and  in  the  present 
season  reaped  6000  bushels  of  wheat  from  a  single 
field.  A  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Rkoisteii,  from 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  tlils  association, 
says,  that  they  "manufacture  almost  all  kinds  of 
things"— they  purchase  freely  what  they  want,  and 
pay  very  liberally — their  bea.aiful  church  is  com- 
pletely finished,  they  have  erected  several  large 
brick  houses,  and  have  a  flour  mill,  thought  to  be 
exceeded  by  few  in  the  United  States;  also,  hemp 
and  oil  mills.  They  have  been  joined  by  a  number 
from  Germany  in  tiie  present  year. 

A  settlement  of  Swedes  is  about  to  be  made  In 
their  neighborhood — they  appear  to  be  associated 
something  like  the  Harmony  society  and  to  have 
the  means  Of  prosecuting  bu.<iness  to  advantage.  A 
few  Englishmen  have  purchased  32  quarter  sec- 
tions lying  nut  far  distant,  to  be  immediately  im- 
proved. 

The  Harmony  society  had  this  year  400  acres  in 

wheat,  50  rye,  30  oats,  20  barley,  430  corn,  20  flas, 

100  grass,  and  also  raised  hemp,  peas  and  beans— 

and  expect  to  mak?  several  ^rrels  of  wine  from 

I  their  vine -yard. 
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Roads  and  Canals. 

[CONTISCED  FROM  PAGE  24  ] 

In  Maryland,  roads,  extending  from  Baltimore  in 
various  directions,  hav«  lately  been  undertaken  by 
several  companies  and  are  rapidly  progressing. — 
On  the  falls  turnpike,  which  extends  in  a  notherly 
direction,  about  four  miles  of  a  road,  22  feet  wide, 
covered  with  a  stratum  of  pounded  stones,10  inches 
thick,  and  having  an  ascent  not  exceeding  four  de- 
grees, have  been  completed  at  the  rate  of  7,500 
dollars  a  mile. 

The  "Reister  town"  turnpike,  in  a  northwest- 
wardly direction,  extends  16  miles  to  that  village; 
whence  two  branches  extending,  one  19  and  the 
other  29  miles,  farther,  will  enter  Pennsylvania  at 
two  different  pLnces.  The  road,.24  feet  wide,  is  co- 
vered with  a  stratum  12  inches  thick,  of  pounded 
stones  not  more  than  three  inches  in  diameter.  The 
angle  of  ascent  does  not  exceed  three  degrees  and 
a  half.  Ten  miles  hsve  been  completed  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  10,000  dollars  a  mile,  and  the  work  is 
progressing.  The  capital  of  tlie  company  anaounts 
to  420,000  dollars. 

Tlie  capital  of  the  "Frederick  town"  turnpike 
company  amounts  to  500,000  dollars;  and  the  com- 
pany is  authorised  to  open  the  great  M'estern  road, 
as  far  as  Boonsborough,  beyOnd  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
62  miles  from  Baltimore.  The  anple  of  ascent  will 
not  exceed  four  degrees;  thero.id  has  a  convexity 
of  nine  inches,  and  on  a  breadth  of  22  feet  is  cover- 
ed with  a  stratum  10  inches  thick  of  pounded 
stones,  not  exceeding  three  inches  in  diameter, 
over  which  are  spread  two  inches  of  gravel  or 
coarse  sand.  The  first  20  miles  next  to  Baltimore 
have  cost  at  the  rate  of  9,000  dollars,  and  the  next 
17  miles  are  contracted  for  at  the  rale  of  7,000  dol- 
lars a  mile. 

The  distance  from  Boonsborough  to  Cumberland, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  following 
the  present  road,is  73  miles,  and  although  the  com- 
pany is  not  yet  authorised  to  extend  the  turnpike 
to  that  place,  the  ground  has  been  surveyed,  and  it 
is  ascertained  that  the  road  may  be  continued  with 
an  angle  of  ascent  not  exceeding  four  degrees — 
The  ascent  of  the  road  laid  out  by  the  United 
States,  from  Cumberland  to  Brownsville,  on  the 
Monongahela,  dees  not  exceed  five  degrees,  and 
the  distance  is  72  miles:  making  the  whole  distance 
of  a  turnpike  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  Oliio,  207  miles.  The  distance 
frora  the  city  of  Washington  to  the  same  spot  on 
the  Monongahela  is  some  miles  shorter;  being,  as 
has  already  been  stated,  the  shortest  communica- 
tion between  tide  water  and  the  navigable  western 
waters. 

South  of  the  Potomac  few  artificial  roads  have 
been  undertaken.  From  Alexan'lria  one  is  now 
progressing  in  a  northwestwardly  direction  towards 
Middleburg.  Another  has  lately  been  commenc 
ed  from  Richmond  to  Ross's  coal  mine.  But  the 
only  one,which  so  far  as  any  accounts  have  been  re- 
ceived, is  connpleted,  extends  12  miles  from  Man- 
chester, opposite  to  Richmond,  in  a  westwardly 
direction,  to  the  coal  mines  of  Falling  creek  This 
road,  36  feet  wide,  is  gravelled  and  has  cost  50,000 
(lollars:  but  the  last  four  miles  did  not  cost  more 
than  at  the  rate  of  3000  dolhir^  a  mile.  Yet  it  id 
sufficiently  substantial,  the  route  being  very  level, 
to  admit  v/aggons  carrying  four  tons. 

The  greater  progress  made  in  tlie  improvement 
of  roads  in  the  r.olhern  parts  of  the  union,  nujst  be 
T)finripal!y  ascribed  to  a  more  compact  jiopuliiUon, 
V.  iikh  rci'vi'rs  tiiase  improvements  more  necessa- 


jry,  and  at  the  same  time  supplies  with  greater  fa- 
cility  the  means  of  effecting  them.  The  same  dif- 
ference is  perceptible  in  the  number  of  bridges 
erected  in  the  several  states. 

In  the  eastern  states,  and  particularly  Massachu- 
setts, wooden  bridges,  uniting  boldness  to  elegance, 
and  having  no  defect  but  want  of  durability,  have 
been  erected  over  the  broadest  and  deepest  rivers. 
In  the  lower  counties  of  Pennsylvania  stone  bridges 
are  generally  found  across  all  the  small  streams. 
Both  in  that  state,  and  some  distance  eastwardly, 
bridges,  with  small  piers  and  abutments,  and  a 
wooden  superstructure,  are  common  over  wide  ri- 
vers. Of  these  the  most  expensive,  and  which  may 
be  considered  as  the  first  in  the  United  States,  is 
the  permanent  Schuylkill  bridge  near  Philadelphia, 
erected  by  a  company  at  an  expense  of  300,000 
dollars.  Its  length,  including  the  abutments,  does 
not  exceed  750  feet,  and  it  is  supported  only  by 
two  piers  and  the  abutments.  But  those  piers,  195 
feet  apart,  are  of  the  most  solid  workmanship, 
and  one  of  them  was  sunk  at  a  depth  of  more  than 
twenty  four  feet  below  low  water.  The  bridge 
is  42  feet  wide,  and  the  wooden  superstructure  is 
enclosed  and  covered  with  a  sliingle  roof 

The  want  of  bridges  south  of  Pennsylvania,  even 
on  the  main  post  ro;id,  is  sensibly  felt.  One  lately 
thrown  across  the  Potomac,  three  miles  above  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  which,  without  any  inter- 
vening piers,  is  wholly  suspended  to  iron  chains, 
extending  from  bank  to  bank,  deserves  notice  on 
account  of  the  boldness  of  its  construction,  and 
of  its  comparative  cheapness.  The  principle  of 
this  new  plan,  derived  from  the  tenacity  of  iron, 
seems  applicable  to  all  rapid  streams  of  a  moderate 
breadth. 

The  general  principles  of  improved  roads  seem 
I, to  be:  1st,  the  reduction  of  hills  by  diminishing  the 
angle  of  ascent,  which  ought  not  to  exceed,  when- 
ever practicable,  three  degrees  and  a  half,  and 
under  no  circumstances  five  degrees:  2d,  a  suffi- 
cient convexity  in  the  bed  of  the  road,  together 
with  ditches  and  drains,  all  which  are  intended 
to  prevent  the  injury  caused  by  standing  water  or 
freshets:  3d,  an  artificial  bed  of  pounded  stones 
or  gravel  sufficiently  substantial  to  support  the 
weight  of  the  carriages  in  general  use  on  the  road, 
either  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  er  for  the 
transportation  of  merchandize. 

On  the  last  point  it  appears,  from  the  facts  alrea- 
dy stated,  or  scattered  in  the  communications  re- 
ceived on  that  subject:  1st,  that  the  stones  ought 
to  be  similar  in  quality  and  reduced  to  the  same 
size,  which  shoidd  not  exceed  three  inches  in  dia- 
meter: 2d,  That  the  preferable  qualities  of  stone, 
rank  in    the   following  order — hard  black  stone,- 
granite,  flint,  or  quartz,  blue  limestone,  white  dit- 
to: 3d,  That  the  stratum  may  be  either  of  pound- 
ed stones,  12  inches  thick,  or  of  pounded  stones,  10 
inches  thick,  with  tw  •  mclies  of  gravel  spread  over 
the  stones;  or  entirely  of  gravel,  18  inches  thick: 
4th,  'I'hat  when  the  materials  are  equally  convenir 
ent,  the  expense  of  those  three  modes  will  not  ma- 
terially differ,  but  that  the  rate  of  expense  depends 
principally  on  thenumber  of  hills  and  bridges,  dis- 
tance of  materials,  breadth  of  the  road,  and  price 
of  labor:  and  5th,  That   the  general  adoption   of 
broad  wheels  for  the  transportation  of  heavy  loads, 
is  necessary  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  advanta- 
ges expected  from   the  most  substantial  artificial 
roads.     On  the  degree  of  convexity,  and  on  the  pro- 
[)er  shape  to  be  i^iven  to  the  natural  bed  of  llie  road 
usder  the  artificial  stratum,  a  diversity  of  opinlonii 
seems  lo  prevail. 
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The  roads  heretofore  made  may  be  divided  into 
three  general  classes. 

1.  Those  where  the  ©Rly  improvement  consists 
in  the  reduction  of  hills,  and  in  the  convexity  and 
ditches  of  the  road,  whereby  the  angle  of  ascent  is 
rendered  more  easy,  and  standing  water  excluded; 
but  where  the  natural  soil  is  used  without  any  arti- 
ficial stratum.  The  expense  of  these  roads  may 
vary  according  to  local  circumstances,  and  the  per- 
ftction  of  the  work,  from  five  hundred  to  one 
thousand  dollars  a  mile.  They  are  most  generally 
in  use  in  the  eastern  states,  and  may  be  introduced 
with  advantage  in  all  those  districts  of  country, 
where  wealth  does  not  admit  more  expensive  im 
provements,  or  where  the  materials  of  an  artificial 
stratum  are  altogether  wanting.  It  is  only  in  the 
last  case  that  they  may  be  considered  as  a  nation- 
al obj  ect;  and  no  other  improvement.besides  bridges 
and  causeways,  is  perhaps  practicable  in  the  lower 
country  of  the  southern  states.  Iron,  and  even  tim- 
ber rail  roads,  may  however  sometimes  be  substi- 
tuted in  those  level  parts  of  the  country,  where 
stones  and  gravel  are  not  to  be  found. 

2.  Roads  prepared  as  above,  of  a  reduced 
breadtb,  and  covered  with  a  thin  coat  of  gravel 
not  more  than  six  or  nine  inches  thick,  such  as  the 
ttirnpike  lately  made  between  Trenton  and  Bruns- 
wick. These  roads,  the  expense  of  which  may  be 
estimated  at  about  3000  dollars  a  mile,  may  be  used 
whenever  the  frost  does  not  materially  affect  them, 
and  in  every  climate,  when  they  are  intended  prin- 
cipally for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  not  the 
transportation  of  heavy  loads. 

3.  The  artificial  roads  of  the  best  construction, 
such  as  have  been  already  described.  These,  when 
not  exceeding  2'2  feet  in  breadth,  and  except  in 
the  vicinity  of  large  cities,  will  cost  at  the  rate 
of  7000  dollars  a  mile,  exclusively  of  bridges  over 
large  rivers.  And  they  must  be  resorted  to,  when 
ever  a  commerciul  road  for  transportation  is  intend- 
ed, particularly  in  the  middle  states,  or  rather  in 
the  United  States,  between  41  and  36  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  North  of  the  41st  degree,  the 
&now  lies  generally  the  whole  winter;  and  the  great 
bulk  of  heavy  transportation  is  effected  in  sleighs 
during  that  season.  Theie  is  therefore  less  neces- 
sity for  using  the  roads  in  the  spring;  and  they  are 
also  better  protected  against  the  t  fi'ecls  of  the  frost 
by  the  snow.  South  of  the  36th  degree,  which  in 
the  Atlantic  states  may  be  considered  as  the  boun- 
dary of  the  great  cotton  cultivation,  the  frost  does 
not  materially  injure  the  roads.  It  is  between 
those  two  extremes  that  the  most  substantial  are 
required;  and  it  also  happens  that  the  great  land 
communications  with  the  western  country,  which 
considerably  increase  the  amount  of  transportation, 
are  principally  within  the  same  limits. 

The  same  principles,  which  have  directed  the  ar- 
rangement adopted  in  this  report  in  relation  to  ca- 
nals, will  also  point  out  those  roads  which  seem  in 
the  first  instance  to  claim  the  patronage  of  the  ge- 
neral government. 

Those  which  appear  most  necessary  for  the  com- 
munications between  the  Atlantic  and  western  ri- 
vers have  already  been  mentioned  under  that  head; 
and  the  improvement  of  the  water  communication 
between  the  North  river  and  the  great  lakes  ought 
to  take  the  precedence  of  any  other  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Tliat  road  which  therefore  seems  exclusively  to 
claim  public  attention,  is  a  great  turnpike  extend- 
ing from  Maine  to  Georgia  in  the  general  direction 
of  the  se.'i  coast  and  main  post  road,  and  passing 
thro'jgh  all  the  principal  sea  pprfs.     The  general 


convenience  and  importance  of  such  a  work  are 
too  obvious  to  require  any  comments:  and  the  ex- 
pense seems  to  be  the  primary  object  of  considera- 
tion. 

The  distance  will  be  roughly  estimated  at  1,600 
miles;  and  from  what  has  been  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject of  roads  generally,  it  may  bt  inferred  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  road,  being  intended  almost  ex- 
clusively for  travelling,  and  not  for  transportation 
of  heavy  articles,  the  expense  cai^ot  exceed  the 
rate  of  3,000  dollars  a  mile.  For  although  some 
detached  portions  of  the  route,  being  commercial 
roads,  must  be  improved  as  such,  and  at  a  greater 
expense,  an  equivalent  reduction  in  other  parts  will 
result  from  those  portions  which  ate  already  im- 
proved  by  private  companies,  and  from  the  impos- 
sibility, for  want  of  materials  for  an  artificial  stra- 
tum, of  going  in  some  places  beyond  what  has  been 
described  as  the  first  or  cheapest  species  of  turn- 
pikes. The  whole  expense  may  therefore  be  esti- 
mated at  4,800,000  dollars. 

A  secondary  object,  but  of  more  importance  to 
government  than  to  individuals,  would  be  the  im- 
provement, on  a  much  less  expensive  scale,  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  roads  leading  to  some  points  on  the 
extremes  of  the  union,  intended  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  accelerating  the  progress  of  the  mail, 
and  the  prompt  transmission  of  information  of  a 
public  nature.  Tl  e  points  contemplated,  are  De- 
troit, St.  Louis  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and  New  Or- 
leans. The  portions  of  road  which,  traversing  a  wil- 
derness, cannot  be  improved  without  the  aid  of  the 
the  United  Stales,  are:  from  the  Tuscarora  branch 
of  the  Muskingum  to  Detroit;  from  Cincinnati,  by 
Vincennes,  to  St.  Louis;  and  from  Nashville  in  Ten- 
nesse,  or  Athens  in  Georgia,  to  Natchez.  The  ex- 
pense necessary  to  enable  the  mail  and  even  stages 
to  proceed  at  the  rate  of  80  miles  a  day,  may,  at 
the  rate  of  about  200  dollars  a  mile,  including 
bridges  over  all  the  small  streams,  be  estimated  for 
those  three  reads,  at  200,000  dollars. 

RECAPITUL.\TION  AND  RESOURCES. 

The  improvements  which  have  been  respectfully 
suggested  as  most  important,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  commtmication  between  the  great  geographical 
divisions  of  the  United  States,will  now  be  recapitu- 
lated; and  their  expense  compared  with  the  resour- 
ces applicable  to  that  object, 

.1  From  north  to  south,  in  a  direction  parallel  to 
the  sea  coast: 

Dollars. 

1.  Canals  opening  an  inland  na- 
vigation for  sea  vessels  from 
Massachusetts  to  North  Ca- 
rolina, being  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  Atlantic  sea 
coast  of  the  United  States, 
and  across  all  the  principal 

capes,  cape  Fear  excepted,     3,000,0Qi) 

2.  A  great  turnpike  road  irsm 
Maine  to  Georgia,  along  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Atlantic 

sea  coast,  4,800,000 

^^7,800,000 

IT.  From  east  to  west,  form- 
ing communications  across  the 
mountains  between  the  Atlantic 
and  western  rivers: 
1.  Improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  four   great   Atlantic 
rivers,  including  canals  pnral- 
lel  to  tbem,  l,5OO,0Op 
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2.  Four  first  rate  turnpike  roads 
froiii  those  rivers  across  the 
mountains,  to  the  four  cor- 
responding western  rivers,     2,800,000 

5.  Canal  around  the  falls  of  the 

Ohio,  300,000 

4.  lixiprovement  of  roads    to 
Detroit,  St.  Louis  and  New 
Orleans  200,000 


III.  In  a  northern  and  north 
westwardly  direction,  forming 
inland  navigations  between  the 
Atlantic  sea  coast,  and  the  great 
lakes  and  the  St  Lawrence: 

1.  Inland  navigation  between 
the  North  river  and  l^ke 
Champlain,  800,000 

2.  Great  inland  navigation,  open- 
ed the  wliole   way  by  canals, 
frotn  the  North  river  to  lake 
Ontario,  2,200,000 

3.  Canal  around  the  falls  and 
rapids  of  Niagara,  opening  a 
sloop  navigation  from  lake 
Ontario  to  the  upper  lakes,  as 
far  as  tlie  extremities  of  lake 
Michigan,  -  -        1,000,000 


-4,800,000 


4,000,000 


Making  together,  -  -  g  16,600,000 
IV.  The  great  geographical  features  of  the  coun- 
try have  been  solely  adhered  to  in  pointing  out 
those  lines  of  communication:  and  these  appear  to 
embrace  all  the  great  interests  of  the  union,  and 
to  be  calculated  to  diffuse  and  increase  the  nation- 
al wealth  in  a  very  general  way,  by  opening  an  in- 
tercouse  between  the  remotest  extremes  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  it  must  necessarily  result  from 
an  adherence  to  that  principle,  that  those  parts  of 
the  Atlantic  states,  through  which  the  great  wes- 
tern and  north  west  communications  will  be  carri- 
ed, in  addition  to  the  general  advantages  in  which 
they  will  participate,  receive  from  those  commu- 
nications greater  local  and  immediate  benefi^ts,  than 
the  eastern,  and  perhaps  southern  states.  As  the 
expense  must  be  defrayed  from  the  general  funds 
of  the  union,  justice,  and  perhaps  policy,  not  less 
than  justice,  seem  to  require  that  a  number  of 
local  improvements,  sufficient  to  equalize  the  ad- 
vantages, should  also  be  undertaken  in  those  states, 
parts  of  states,  or  districts,  which  are  less  imme- 
diately interested  in  those  inland  communications. 
Arithmatical  precision  cannot  indeed  be  obtained 
in  objects  of  that  kind;  nor  would  an  apportion- 
ment of  the  monies  applied,  according  to  the  po- 
pulation of  each  state,  be  either  just  or  practicable; 
since  roads,  and  particularly  canuls,  are  often  of 
greater  utility  to  the  states  which  they  unite,  than 
lo  those  through  which  they  pass.  Dul  a  sufficient 
number  of  local  improvements,  consisving  either  of 
roads  or  canals,  may  without  any  material  difficulty 
be  selected  so  as  to  do  substantial  justice,  and  give 
general  satisfaction.  Without  pretending  to  sug- 
gest what  would  be  the  additional  sum  necessary 
for  that  object,  it  will,  for  the  sake  of  round  num 
bers.hs  estimated  at  3,400,000 

Which  added  to  the  sum  estimated 

for  general  improvements,  16,600,000 

Would  make  an  aggregate  of  twen- 
ty millions  ot  dollars,  20,000,000 
An  annual  appropriation  of  two  million  of  dollars, 
would  accomplish   all  those   great  objects  in  ten 


years,  and  may,  without  inconvenience,  be  supplied 
in  time  of  peace,  by  the  existing  revenues  and  re- 
sources of  the  United  States.  This  may  be  exem- 
plified in  several  ways. 

The  annual  appropriation  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  has,  during 
the  last  six  years,  amounted  to  eight  millions  of 
dollars.  After  the  present  year,  op  at  farthest,  af- 
ter the  ensuing  year,  the  sum  which,  on  account  of 
the  irredeemable  nature  of  the  remaining  debt, 
may  be  applied  to  that  object,  cannot,  in  any  one 
year,  exceed  4,600,000  dollars,  leaving  therefore 
from  that  source  alone,  an  annual  surplus  of 
3,400,000  dollars,  applicable  to  any  other  object. 

From  the  1st  January,  1801,  to  the  Ist  January, 
1809,  a  period  of  eight  years,  the  United  State* 
shall  have  discharged  about  34  millions  of  the 
principal  of  the  old  debt;  or,  deducting  the  Loui- 
sianadebt,  incurred  during  the  same  period,  and 
not  yet  discharged,  about  23  millions  of  dollars. 
They  may,  with  equal  facility,  apply,  in  a  period  of 
ten  years,  a  sum  of  20  millions  of  dollars,  to  in. 
ternal  improvements. 

The  annual  permanent  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  calculated  on  a  state  of  general  peace,  and 
on  the  most  moderate  estimate,  was,  in  a  report 
made  to  congress  on  the  6  h  day  of  December, 
1806,  computed  for  the  years  1809—1815,  at  14 
millions  of  dollars.  The  annual  expenses  on  the 
peace  establishment,  and  including  the  4,600,000 
dollHrs,  on  account  of  the  debt,  and  400,000  dol- 
lars for  contingencies,  do  not  exceed  eight  millions 
and  a  half,  leaving  an  annual  surplus  of  five  mil- 
lions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  To  provide  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  country,  is  undoubt^ 
edly  the  object  to  which  the  resources  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  applied, 
and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  if  the  times  shall 
require  it.  But  it  is  believed,  that  in  times  of 
peace,  (and  to  such  period  only  are  these  remarks 
applicable)  the  surplus  will  be  amply  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  all  the  preparatory  mea- 
sures of  a  permanent  nature  which  prudence  may 
suggest,  and  to  pay  the  sum  destined  for  internal 
improvements.  Three  millions  annually  applied 
during  the  same  period  of  ten  years,  would  arm 
every  man  in  the  United  States,  fill  the  public  ar- 
senals and  magazines,  erect  every  battery  and  for- 
tification which  could  be  manned,  and  even,  if 
thought  eligible,  build  a  navy.  That  the  whole 
surplus  would  be  inadequate  to  the  support  of  any 
considerable  increase  of  the  land  or  naval  force 
kept  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace,  will  be 
readily  admitted.  But  such  a  system  is  not  con- 
templated: if  ever  adopted,  the  objects  of  this  re- 
port must  probably  be  abandoned.  For,  it  has  not 
heretofore  been  found  an  easy  task  for  any  govern- 
ment to  indulge  in  that  species  of  expenses,  which 
leaving  no  trace  behind  it,  adds  nothing  to  the  real 
strength  of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
provide  for  either  its  permanent  defence  or  im- 
provement. 

It  must  not  be  omitted  that  the  facility  of  com- 
munications constitutes,  particularly  in  the  United 
States,  an  important  branch  of  national  defence. 
Their  extensjve  territory  opposes  a  powerful  ob- 
stacle to  the  progress  of  an  enemy.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  regular  forces,  which 
may  be  raised,  necessarily  limited  by  the  popula- 
tion, will  for  many  years  be  inconsiderable  when 
compared  with  that  extent  of  territory.  That  de- 
fect cannot  otherwise  be  supplied  than  by  those 
great  national  improvements,  which  will  afford  the 
means  of  a  rapid  concentration  of  that  regular  forcf, 
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and  of  a  fprmidable  body  of  militia,  on  any  given 
point. 

Amonpst  the  resources  of  the  union,  there  is 
one  which  from  its  nature  seems  more  particularly 
applicsble  to  internal  improvements.    Excluiively 
of  Louisiana,  the  general  government  possesses,  in 
trust  for  the  people  of  the   United  States,  about 
one  hundred  millions  of  acres  fit  for  cultivation, 
nortli  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  near  fifiy  millions  south 
of  the  state  of  Tennessee,     For  the  disposition  of 
those  lands  apian  has  been  adopted,  calculated  to 
enable  every  industrious  citizen  to  become  a  free- 
holder, to  secure  indisputable  titles  to  the  purcha- 
flers,  to  obtain  a  national  revenue,  and  above  all  to 
suppress  monopoly.    Its  success  has  surpassed  that 
of  every  former  attempt,  and  exceeded  the  expec 
tations  of  its  authors.    But  a  higher  price,  than  hdd 
usually  been  paid  for  waste  lands  by  the  first  inha- 
bitants of  t!ie  frontier, became  an  unavoidable  ingre- 
dient of  asysiem  intended  for  general  benefit,  and 
was  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the  public  lands 
being  engrossed  by  individuals  possessing  greater 
wealtli,  activity  or  local  advantages.     It  is  believed 
that  nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to  the  pur- 
chasers, and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  states 
generally,  or  better  calculated  to  remove  popular 
objections,  and  to  defeat  insidious  efforts,  than  the 
application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  improve- 
ments conferring  general  adv:mtages  on  the  nation, 
and  an  immediate  benefit  on  the  purchasers  and 
inhabitants   themselves.     It   may   be  added,  that 
the  United  Stntes,  considered  nierely  as  owners  oi 
the  soil,  are  also  deeply  interested  in  the  opening 
of  those  communications,   wliich  must  necessarily 
enhance  the  value  of  tiieir  property.    Thus  the 
opening  of  an  inland  navigation  from  tide  water,  to 
ths  great  lakes,  would  immediately  give   to  the 
great  body  of  iands,  bordering  on  those  lakes,  as 
.great  value  as  if  they  were  situated  at  the  distance 
of  one  hundred  miles  by  land  from  the  sea  coast. 
And  if  tlie  proceeds  of  the  first  ten  millions  of 
acres,  which  may  be  sold,   were  applied  to  such 
improvements,  the  United  States  would  be  amply 
repaid  in  the  sale  of  the  other  ninety  millions. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  two  millions  of  dol 
lars,  drawn  from  the  general  revenues  of  the  union, 
which  has  been  suggt  sted,  could  operate  to  its  full 
extent  only  in  times  of  peace  and  under  prosperous 
circumstances.  The  application  of  ti>e  proceeds  of 
the  snles  ot  the  public  lands,  might,  perhaps,  be 
made  permanent  until  it  had  amounted  to  a  cer- 
tain sum,  and  until  the  most  important  improve- 
ments had  been  effected.  The  fund  created  by 
those  improvements,  the  expense  of  which  hus 
been  estimated  at  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  would 
afterwards  become  itself  a  perpetual  resource  for 
further  improvements.  Although  some  of  those 
first  communications  should  not  become  imme- 
diately productive,  and  a!thoug;i  the  same  liberal 
policy,  wjiich  dictated  the  measure,  would  consi- 
der them  less  as  objects  of  revenue  to  governmem, 
than  of  increased  wealth  asul  general  '•onvenience 
to  the  nation,  yet  they  would  all  sooner  or  luter 
acquire,  as  productive  property,  their  par  value. 
"Wlienever  that  had  taken  place  in  relation  to  any 
of  Uiem  the  slock  might  be  sold  to  individuals  or 
companies,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  a  new  im- 
provameni.  .\:id  by  persevering  in  that  plan,  a 
succession  of  improvements  would  be  effected  Uiitd 
every  r)orti(m  of  the  United  States  should  enjoy  all 
the  advantages  of  inland  navigation  and  improved 
roads,  of  whicli  It  was  susceptible.  To  cffVct  t'lat 
great  object,  a  disbars. meiit  of  twenty  millions  of 
t]3)Har3,  applied  with  more  ©r  less  rapidity,  accord 


ing  to  the  circumstances   of  the  United  States, 
would  be  amply  sufficient. 

Tiie  manner  in  which  the  public  monies  may  be 
applied  to  such  objects,  remains  to  be  considered^ 

it  is  evident  that  the  United  States  cannot,  under 
the  constitution,  open  any  road  or  canal,  without 
the  consent  of  the  itate  through  which  such  road 
or  canal  must  pass.  In  order,  therefore,  to  remove 
every  impediment  to  a  national  plan  of  internsi  im- 
provement, an  amendment  to  the  constitution  was 
suggested  by  the  executive  when  the  subject  was 
reco.timended  to  the  consideration  of  congress. 
Uptil  this  be  obtained,  the  assent  of  the  states  be- 
ing necessary  for  each  improvement,  the  modifica- 
tions under  which  that  assent  may  be  given,  will 
necessarily  control  the  manner  of  applying  the  mo- 
ney. It  may  be,  however,  observed  that,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  specific,  improvements  which  have  been 
suggested,  tliere  is  hardly  any  which  is  not  either 
already  authorised  by  tlie  states,  respectively,  or 
so  immediately  beneficial  to  them,  as  to  render  it 
highly  probable  that  no  material  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  that  respect. 

The  monies  may  be  applied  in  two  different  man- 
ners: the  United  States  may,  with  the  assent  of  the 
states,  undertake  some  of  the  works  at  their  sole 
expense;  or  they  may  subscribe  a  certain  number  of 
shares  of  the  stock  of  companies  incorporated  fop 
tlie  purpose.  Loans  might  also,  in  some  instances, 
be  made  to  such  companies.  Tlie  first  mode  would, 
perhaps,  by  effectually  controlling  local  interests, 
give  the  most  proper  general  direction  to  the  work. 
Its  details  would,  probably,  be  executed  on  a.  more 
economical  plan  by  private  companies.  Roth  modes 
may,  perhaps,  be  blended  together  so  as  to  obtain 
the  advantages  pertaining  to  each.  But  the  modifi. 
cations  of  which  the  plan  is  susceptible  must  vary 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  of  the 
charters,  and  seem  to  belong  to  that  class  of  de- 
tails which  are  not  the  immediate  subject  of  consi- 
deration. 

At  present  the  only  work  undertaken  by  the  U. 
St.ites,  at  tiieir  sole  expense,  and  to  wliicli  tiie  as- 
sent of  the  states  has  been  obtained,  is  the  road 
from  Cumberland  to  Brownsville.  An  appropriation 
may,  for  that  purpose,  be  made  at  any  time.  In 
relation  to  all  other  works,  the  United  Slates  have 
nothing,  at  this  time,  in  their  power,  but  to  assist 
those  already  authorised;  either  by  loans  or  by  bC" 
coming  slockholders,  and  the  last  mode  appears 
the  most  eligible.  The  only  companies,  incorporat- 
ed for  effecting  some  of  the  iniprovements  consi- 
dered, in  this  report,  as  of  national  and  first  rate 
imooriance,  are  ike  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  ca- 
nal, the  Snsquehannah  canal,  and  the  Dismal  swamp 
companies;  and  auihority  might  be  given  to  sub- 
scribe a  certain  number  of  shares  to  each,  on  condi- 


tion that  the  plan  of  the  work  to  be  executed  should 
be  approved  by  the  general  government.  A  sub- 
scription to  the  Ohio  canal,  to  the  Pittsburg  road, 
and,  perhaps,  to  some  other  objects  not  fully  ascer- 
tained, is  also  practicable  at  this  time. 

As  an  important  basis  of  the  general  system,  an 
immediate  authcity  might  also  be  given  to  !  -ke  the 
su'-veys  and  levels  of  the  routes  of  the  most  impor- 
tant roads  and  canals  v/hich  are  contemplated — a 
work  alwws  useful,  and  by  which  the  practicabi- 
lity and  expense  of  the  undertakings  would  be 
ascertained  with  much  more  co 
this  report.  A  moderate  appropriation 
bufiicient  for  those  several  objects. 

In  the  selection  of  the  objects,  submi  led  in  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  senaic,  .ts  claiming,  in 
the  first  ir.-stantp..  thfe  aid  nf  the  gevitra!  govern- 
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would  bs 
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Tnent,  general  principles  have  been  adhered  to,  as 
best  calculated  to  suppress  every  bias  of  partiality 
to  particular  objects  Yet  some  such  bias,  of  which 
no  individual  is  perfectly  free,  may,  without  being 
felt,  have  operated  on  this  report.  The  national 
lejfislature  alone,  embracing  every  local  interest, 
and  SDperiop  to  every  local  consideration,  is  com- 
petent to  the  selection  of  such  national  obiects. 
The  materials  contained  in  the  papers  herewith 
transmitled,  and  the  information  to  be  derived  fcom 
surveys,  ^aken  under  the  authority  of  the  general 
government,  will  furnish  the  facts  necessary  for  a 
•correct  decision.  T»vo  communications,  by  Mr. 
11.  fl.  L.ilrobe,  and  by  Mr.  Robt.  Fulton,  marked  E. 
and  F.  are,  in  the  meanwhiie,  respectfully  referred 
•to,  as  containing  much  interesting  practical  i  ifor- 
matioii,  connected  with  observations  of  a  general 
nature,  on  the  subject. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALREUr  GALL.\T1N, 
Secrrtciry  of  the  Treasury. 
I'aEASURY  DErAHTMENT,  4th  April,  1808. 

CIRCULAR  QUERIES, 

By  the  secretary  of  the  trtaswy,  in  order  to  obtain 

in  for  matt  >in 
■N.B.  All  the  documents  weie  obtaineJ  in  answer  to  those  queries. 

aUEUIF.S  HESPi/CriSG  CANALS. 

1  Points  united  by  canal,  and  their  distance  by 
said  canal. 

2  Elevation  of  the  highest  ground  through  which 
the  canal  passes;  descent  thence  to  the  two  extre- 
mities; and  number  of  miles  where  the  canal  is 
level. 

3.  Number,  dimensions,  contents,  construction, 
and  situation  of  locks. 

4.  Supply  of  water;  whence  obtained;  its  amount 
reduced  to  cubic  feet  per  minute,  hour  or  day;  its 
elevatisn  above  the  higliest  point  of  the  canal- 
length  of  feeders;  situation  and  contents  of  rcser- 
von-s.  What  additional  resources  m.^y  be  resorted 
to  if  the  present  supply  should  fall  short  of  the 
(jnantity  wanted? 

5.  Designation  of  such  parts  of  the  route  where 
the  natural  or  improved  bed  of  rivers  is  used. 

6.  Deptli  and  breadth  of  canal;  biu'then  of  vessels; 
breadth  of  towing  paths. 

7.  Aqueducts  across  valleys  or  rivers;  tunnels 
through  hills;  bridges  across  the  cauiil. 

8.  Particular  obstructions  and  difficulties  sur- 
inoiinted,  or  to  be  encountered. 

y.  Defects  either  in  the  plan  or  execution,  and 
the  proposed  remedies. 

1(J.  Estimate  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels;  species, 
weiglil  and  value  of  the  ariicles  annually  conveyed 
■by  the  canid;  expense  of  carriaij;-e  by  canal,  compar- 
ed with  land  or  river  carriage  before  the  canal  was 
n^ade;  time  employed  in  navigating  through  the 
vvliole  canal. 

11.  C;*p.t;il  already  expend^?,  vested  or  wanted 
for  completing  tlie  work. 

12.  Expenses  per  mile,  and  in  the  whole;  and,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  every  component  part  of  the 
work,  in  all  its  details. 

1  '.  Rate,  and  gross  amount,  of  tolls;  annual  ex- 
penses of  repairs  and  contingencies;  annual  iietl  in- 
come. 

14.  Substance  of  charters  and  acts  of  legislatures 
on  tlie  subject. 

aUl.IHK3   UKSPKCTIXG  AKTIFIXIAI,  nttAli.9. 

1.  Points  ur.itcd  and  their  distance. 

2.  l>levation  of  the  hills   over  which   the  road 
pusses;  greatest  angle  of  ascent  which  has  been  al- 
ow ed. 


3.  Breadth,  form,  materials  of  the  artificial  road. 

4.  Bridges,  their  dimensions,  materials,  and  con- 
struction. 

5.  Particular  obstructions  and  difficulties  sur- 
mounted, or  to  be  eiicountered. 

6.  Expenses  per  mile,  and  in  the  whole;  and,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  every  co-Tiponent  part  of  the 
work,  in  all  its  details,  viz.  forming  the  bed  of  the 
road,  cutting  hills,  quarrying,  transporting,  break- 
ing, laying  stones  or  gravel,  &c. 

7-  Capit  il  already  expended,  vested  or  wanted 
for  completing  the  work. 

8.  R;»te,  and  gross  amount,  of  tolls;  annual  ex- 
peoses  of  repairs  and  contingencies;  annual  nett  in- 
rome. 

9.  Substance  of  charters  and  acts  of  legislatures 
on  the  subject. 

E. 
MR.  latuobe's  COMMUMICATIOK. 

Washington.  March  16,  1808. 

Srn — 1  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  29th 
of  July,  1807,  transmitting  ^o  me  a  co.sy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  Uni'ed  States,  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1807,  together  with  a  list  of 
queries  respecting  artificial  navigations,  and  canal?, 
towl»ich3'ou  request  my  answer  nnd  opinion. 

In  order  to  give  yon  all  the  information  on  this 
subject  which  you  wish,  and  I  possess,  and  in  the 
most  condensed  form,  I  Hsk  your  permission  to  de- 
pirt  from  the  order  which  your  questions  demand, 
and  after  treating  the  subject  generally,  to  enter 
upon  an  account  of  those  works,  in  detail,  with 
wi  ich  my  personal  experience  has  made  me  more 
p.articularly  acquainted. 

The  most  striking  circumstance  in  a  view  of  the 
Atlantic  states  of  the  union,  in  relation  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  internal  navigation,  is  the  uni- 
f  jrmity  of  the  natural  arrangement  ot  their  rivers 
:.nd  mountains,  and  that  this  arrangement  differs 
from  that  of  every  other  country,  in  which  artificial 
navigation  has  been  attempted. 

In  other  coimtries  the  general  course  of  the  ri- 
vers is  between  the  mountains,  and  along  the  val- 
lies;  in  this,  the  general  course  of  the  rivers  is 
across  that  of  the  mountains  and  of  the  vallies. — • 
Our  mountains,  from  their  termination  to  the  south- 
west in  Georgia,  hold  a  course  to  the  east  of  north; 
the  general  direction  of  our  principal  rivers  is  to 
the  east  of  south;  and  on  inspeciion  of  the  map,  it 
will  be  observed,  that  as  the  direction  of  the  moun- 
tains to  the  N  E.  of  ttie  Delaware,  becomes  more 
e.  sterly,  so  do  our  rivers  acquire  a  more  southern 
course  always  crossing  the  mountains  at  nearly  the 
same  angle. 

Our  rivers  may  be  divided  into  three  classes: — 

Primary  rivers,  that  discharge  their  water  imme- 
diately into  tlie  ocean.  Of  these  the  relative  mag- 
nitude might  be  rated,  acording  to  the  surface 
they  re  pectivelv  drain;  Secondary  rivers,  or  such 
as  fill  into  the  Krst,  above  their  tide  water;  and 
creeks,  properly  so  called,  which  rise  below  the 
falls  of  the  first  rivers,  or  rathet-  collect  the  water 
of  y\\f  level  land  below  the  falls,  and  discharge  it 
into  the  lide  ivaters. 

Of  our  primary  rivers,  the  Susquehannah  is  the 
principal.  By  a  great  degree  of  geographical  in- 
justice, this  mighty  river  loses  its  name  at  the  foot 
of  i'.s  falls,  and  is  called  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
from  thenct-  to  the  ocean;  although  its  width,  com- 
pared widi  its  lengtli,  forbids  the  term  of  bay  to 
be  applied  to  what  is  called  the  Cliesapeake.  All 
of  these  river-*  cross,  in  the  greatest  part  of  their 
course,  the  direction  of  the  mountains.  Of  Uiesc 
condary  rivers,  r.iany  of  which  are  of  great  impor- 
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tance  And  mag'nitirde,  soir.e,  ;ind  perhaps  tiie  i;i-eat 
est  number,  hold  a  course  pavaliel  to  the  mountains, 
as   the  Shenandoah,  the  Conogocheague,  tlie   Le- 
hiijh,  &c.  draining-  the  vallies,  and  receiving  away 
the  to'-rents  of  the  mountains. 

The  third  ofder  of  our  water  courses  rise  either 
in  the  lowest  ridge  of  cur  hills,  which  I  will  call 
the  granite  ridge,  and  over  which  all  our  principal 
rivers,  frona  Georgia  to  the  Hudson,  fall,  and  then 
run  through  tlie  alluvial  country  which  lies  between 
the  granite  ridge  and  the  ocean.  Such  rivers  are, 
the  Natlowav,  the  Blackwater,  the  Meherrin,  the 
Annacosta,  (eastern  branch  of  Potomac)  the  Elk 
river,  and  the  very  .important  creelc  in  the  state  of 
Delaware,  the  Christiana;  or  they  are  merely  drains 
of  the  alluvial  country,  assuming  an  appearance 
of  importance  below  the  head  of  the  tide,  above 
whicli  they  are  mere  torrents,  almost  dry  in  the 
autumn.  Such  streams  are  all  the  rivers  of  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Ghesapealce,  and  of  the  lower 
part  of  tlie  Jerseys,  and  innumerable  water  courses, 
forming  large  estuaries  in  the  soutliern  states. 

Our  great  north  western  lakes,  from  their  first 
source  to  the  eastern  end  of  l.ike  Erie,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  great  river  St.  Lawrence, 
following  the  direction  of  the  rest  of  our  rivers, 
until  opposed  by  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
Alleghany.  From  thence  its  course  follows  the 
valley  west  of  the  AUegliuny,  througli  lake  (Jnta- 
^rio  to  the  ocean,  receiving  tlie  waters  of  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  the  mountain  in  its  coitrse. 

This  geieral  view  of  the  construction  of  our 
country  was  necessary  in  order  to  understand  the 
general  principles  on  whicl)  our  artificial  naviga- 
tion can  be  so  conducted,  as  to  be  useful,  or  even 
practicable;  and  to  explain  why  connections  of  wa- 
ters, which  on  the  map  appear  advantageous  and 
feasible,  would  be  useless,  and  perhaps  impractica- 
ble, by  any  efiort  of  art. 

Two  principal  objects  will  dictate  all  the  exer- 
tions towards  the  improvement  of  our  internal 
navigation,  which  can,  for  many  years  to  come,  be 
attempted:  1.  To  carry  our  produce  by  water  to 
the  nearest  port  for  its  exportation,  and  the  im 
portation  of  foreign  articles:  2.  To  exchange  by 
internal  commerce  the  articles  reciprocally  defi- 
cient on  lines  parallel  to  the  sea  coast.  Canals,  the 
use  of  which  arises  from  lufacturing  activity, 
will  not  probably  be  soon  ired. 

The  first  object,— as  all  principal  rivers  run 
seaward,  and  generally  b>  •  shortest  course,— 
must  be  attained  bythe  nai  I  or  improved  navi- 
gation of  the  rivers  thems  s,  or  by  canals  cut 
parallel  to  iheni:  the  seco  .  may  ofi en  require  a 
navigation  parallel  to  the  vallies,  so  as  to  commu- 
nicate one  principal  river  with  another. 

The  former  attempt  at  improved  navigation  has 
already  been  made  on  many  of  our  principal  river.s, 
—the  latter  has  been  sek'amer  undertaken;  and 
only  once  above  the  fulls  of  both  primary  rivers,  in 
the  cajial  intended  to  join  tiie  Susqueliannah  and 
Schuylkill,  and  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware  rivers 
above  Philadelphia. 

The  general  construction  of  our  country  opposes 
to  artificial   navigation,  in   either  of  ihese  direc- 
tions, difficulties,   which   in  no  part  of  the  world 
rx'ist  in  so  uniform,  and  certain  a  dnt^rcp.     Canals. 
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paruiltl  to   om-  rivers,  liave   three  formidible  ob 
st.Hcles  to  eiicountcr  and  overcome. 

1.  'I'he  rapid  descent  of  the  ravine  cut  througli 
the  mountains  by  ihe  river  itself,  along  whi':h  the 
Canal  must  be  carried;— or,  if  the  ravine  be  quitted, 
dirticulties  on  the  high  levels,  which,  the  further 
you  go  from  the  river,  are  alwpys  intersected  by 
the  more  numerous  ravines;  and  embarrassed  by 
the  difBculty  of  returning  to  the  ravine  of  the  ri- 
ver. 

2.  The  invariably  rocky  nature  of  the  icjroUnd, 
which  is  uniformly  of  granite  in  all  its  varieties; 
and  has  numerous  fissures  which  carry  od"  the  wa- 
ter, and  require  lining. 

3.  The  difiicully  of  keeping  off  the  land  water, 
and  of  crossing  the  lateral  branches  and  torrents  of 
the  river. 

On  the  other  hand,  canals  parallel  to  our  rhoun- 
tains  must  necessarily  cross  the  ridge  or  spur  of  the 
mountain  which  divides  the  waters  of  two  primary 
rivers.  On  this  ridge,  above  the  falls,  the  water  re. 
quisite  to  supply  the  canal,  is  alwhys  scanty,  often 
'licre  is  none:  and  thougli  a  tunnel,  or  a  stream  en- 
gine, or  in  the  last  resort,  a  rail  road,  are  certain 
means  of  obviating  the  dilliculty,  they  are  expen- 
sive, inconvenient  and  imperlect.  Below  the  gra- 
nite ridge,  the  difirculty  is  less.  There  may  al- 
ways be  found  a  supply  of  water  from  tlie  ridge 
itself;  and  the  feederfl,  though  carried  througli 
rocky  and  expensive  groundj  ar«  themselves  use- 
ful, as  small  canals,  as  far  as  they  extend;  and  be- 
low the  ridge  the  soil  is  easily  cut  and  embanked. 

Having  so  frequently  mentioned  the  granite 
ridge,  I  will  here  trace  its  extent  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  of  ouv  country  enables  itie  to  do  it. 

The  granite  ridge  forms  the  shore  of  the  north 
side  of  Long  island,  opposite  to  the  island  of  New- 
York.  All  the  south  of  the  island  is  alluvial,  and 
is' the  first  margin  of  alluvial  soil  below  the  granite 
ridge.  This  margin  of  alluvial  soil,  beginning  at: 
LoMg  island,  widens  as  it  extends  to  the  south  west, 
until  in  Georgia  it  becomes  more  than  200  miles 
in  width. 

Staten  island  and  Bergen  point,  .ire  two  spurs  of 
this  same  ridge,  which  continues  nearly  in  the  line 
of  the  post  road  to  Trenton,  where  the  river  Dela- 
ware fulls  over  it,  having  worn  down  the  rock.s 
more  deeply  there  than  many  other  of  our  rivers. 
Tlie  Delaware  runs,  inlits  general  direction,  for  6J 
miles  under  the  ridge  as  fjr  as  New  Castle,  leav- 
ing it  only  for  a  short  distance  at  particular  bendi 
of  the  river.  At  Philadelphia  the  ridge  crosses  the 
peninsula  to  Gray's  ferry  on  Schuylkill.  Tiie  soft- 
er granite  of  Schuylkdl  has  been  worn  down  so, 
that  the  falls  ar«4  utiles  from  its  lower  edge.  I'ror.i 
Philadelphia  the  ridge  runs  with  t!ie  pr  st  road  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  where  it  is  visible  on  both  slior.s, 
although  the  tide  extends  6  miles  above,  to  the  foot 
of  the  falls. 

The  Susquehannah,  by  the  name  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, may  be  considered  as  runnif  gund?r  llie  foot 
of  the  granite  ridge  almost  as  for  as  Bal'imorr, 
which  city  is  built  upon  the  foot  of  the  rii!;;e  Ac 
the  river  Hatuxent,  on  the  post  io«d,  t!ie  li  ge  an- 
pears  again,  but  is  lost  under  the  inciimbetii  soil , 
and  is  not  again  visible  until  it  appears  at  CeoriM  . 
town.     The  harder    granite  of  the  I'oU  niad.a-.i't--" 
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sistetl  the  force  of  the  water  more  than  the  granite 
fu'  ther  to  the  north-east,  and  tlie  tide  reaches  only 
,j  miles  above  ils  outnimiinf^s.  From  the  Pototnao, 
the  fsiJs  of  Ivapnabr.iinoc  at  I'redericksbur^-h,  of 
.lames  river  at  Ilichmoiul,  Appomatox  at  Pc-ters- 
biirir,  Roanoke  at  Halifax,  beyond  which  point  my 
^personal  observation  does  not  extend,  point  out  the 
course  of  this  ridg^e  in  a  line  nearly  parallel  to  Hie 
Blue  r'idjre,  diverging  to  the  eastward  as  it  extends 
southward. 


Of  the  improz-ement  ofliie  naliiral  navigalion  of  ovr 

r:--ers  leadiiic;-  to  the  sea,  and  of  canals  cut  paral- 

Ifl  to  them. 

Tl'.e  difTicvilties  of  the  natural  navigation  of  our 
rivers  arc:  In  spring, — the  danger  of  wreck  in  the 
wild  water  of  our  rapids;  in  autumn, — obstructions 
croited  by  rocky  shoals;  and,  in  most  of  them,  ra- 
pids and  falls  impracticable  at  all  times.  The 
leMst  expensive  and  most  obvious  means  of  remov- 
ing llie  former,  are  the  blowing  of  the  most  pro- 
iiii'ient  rocks,  so  as  to  straighten  the  channel,  and 
proc'ue  a  passage  at  low  water.  This  has,  in  al- 
most all  our  rivi IS,  been  attempted  on  a  greater  or 
!."ss  scde,  and  wit!i  various  degrees  of  success. 
AVhen  injudiciously  performed,  and  in  rivers  of  ra- 
pid descent,  aud  liable  to  great  variation  in  the 
quaiui'y  of  ilieir  wuter,  more  injury  has  been  done 
than  advantage  obtained.  Many  of  our  worst  ob- 
structions act  as  natuial  dams;  which,  holding  ^\) 
the  water,  create  a  large  extent  of  excellent  navi 
g.ition  abo^'e  them.  Of  this  the  James  river,  above 
NVestham,  and  the  Susi]uehannah,  above  Chickisa- 
lunga  an<l  llmter's  falls,  are  instances  in  point. 
Such  obstructions,  when  remove<l,  let  down  the 
water  rapidly  from  above,  without  supplying  deep- 
er naviga'io^  bijow. 

In  a  river  of  such  magnitude  as  the  Su«quehan- 
na'i,  indeed,  no  gap  or  sluice  artificially  cut,  can 
niaterir.lly  affect  the  rapidity  of  the  stream;  but  in 
lesser  rivers,  great  care  is  required,  not  only  to  pre- 
vent lowering  the  water  above,  but  to  avoid  giving 
a  new  direction  to  tlie  c'lrrent,  more  mischievous 
in  its  eft'ects  than  that  which  has  been  changed. 
But  with  whatever  judgment  the  natural  navigation 
of  a  river,  perplexed  by  rapids  and  shoals,  may  be 
conducted,  an<l  however  its  descent  may  be  there- 
by facilitated,  its  ascent  cannot  possibly  be  render- 
ed more  easy,  in  the  same  degree.  Thus,  for  in- 
stance, although  by  the  monies  expended  by  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  S'lsquehannah  canal 
company,  on  the  natural  navigation  of  the  Susque- 
hannah  below  Wright's  ferry,  it  has  been  rendered 
jnucli  less  dangerous  to  run  down  the  distance  of 
41  rniies,  almost  the  whole  of  which  is  a  tremen- 
dous rapid,  from  Columbia  to  the  tide,  and  thereby 
to  carry  lumber,  iron,  and  agricultural  produce  to 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  thence  to  Baltimore, — yet  so 
diflicult  IB  the  up-stream  navigation  by  the  same 
route,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the  busqueban- 
n:ih  catial,  that  the  returns,  in  imported  articles, 
have  been  generally  purchased  in  Philadelphia  and 
conveyed  to  Columbia,  or  Middleiown,  above  the 
raplils,  by  the  Lancaster  turnpike,  thence  to  be 
boated  to  the  country  watered  by  tlie  upper  bran- 
ches of  the  S'lsquehannah.  And,  although  the 
Philadelphia  market  has  liitherto  ofl'ered  more  ad 
vani'<ges  to  the  buyers  of  imported  goods  than  that 
of  Bal'imo'-e,  yet  tii."  expense  of  transporting  them 
72  miles  by  land  to  Columbia,  Vv^ould,  if  there  were 
a  good  navigation  from  Havre  de  Grace  upw.ards, 
destroy  tliis  -dv.in'age. 

The  difficulty  of  carrying  c.^als  parallel  to  our 
great  rivers,  the  scarcity  of  engineers   possessing 


knowledge  and  integrity,  the  want  of  capital,  and 
above  all,  the  erroneous  dread  of  bold  measures, 
and  the  fear  of  uselessly  expending  money  in  works 
liitherlo  unknown  among  us,  has  deterred  thosr, 
interested  in  improving  our  navigation,  from  de- 
serting the  beds  of  our  rivers,  while  it-was  pricti- 
cable  to  keep  them.  They  have  therefore  had  re- 
course to  canals  only  where  n.;vigation  was  other- 
wise imfiossible;  where  obstructed  by  rocks,  or 
broken  by  a  cascade. 

Tiiere  cannot  however  be  a  reasonable  doubt 
t').it  if  in  England,  vfhere,  comjiared  with  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  rivers  varie.s 
little  between  the  driest  and  the  wettest  period  of 
the  year,  a  canal,  running  parallel  to  a  river,  fur- 
nishes a  much  more  certain  and  safe  and  equal  nnd 
cheap  navigation  than  the  river  itself— it  is  infinite- 
ly more  the  case  here.  Unfortunately  those  of  our 
canals  which  have  been  cut  to  pass  the  rapids  and 
falls  of  our  rivers,  partake  in  a  great  measure  of 
the  inconveniences  of  the  rivers  themselves;  some 
wanting  water  when  the  river  is  low,  some  incapa- 
ble of  being  entered  excepting  at  a  particular 
height  of  the  water  in  the  river,  some  subject  to 
constant  accumulation  of  bars,  and  all  of  those  with 
which  I  am  acquainted,  much  less  useful  than  the 
money  expended  on  them  ought  to  have  made 
them. 

Those  canals,  of  which  I  now  particularly  .speak, 
are,  the  James  river  canal,  the  Potomac  canal,  the 
Conewago,  and  Susquehannah  canals.  Of  the  ca- 
nals north  of  the  Delaware,  and  south  of  Virginia, 
I  have  not  sufficient  knowledge,  nor  can  I  speak  of 
the  Appomattox  canal.  It  is,  I  believe,  not  liable 
to  the  same  strictures  in  all  points,  which  I  shall 
make  upon  the  other;,  but  tliough  lam  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  ground,  I  have  not  seen  the 
manner  in  v.'hich  the  work  has  been  executed. 

One  great  and  fatal  error  has  been  interwoven 
into  the  scheme  of  the  other  canals,  excepting  only 
tliat  of  the  Potomac:  They  have  been  dug  as  much 
with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  mills,  as  to  the  pur- 
poses of  navigation.  To  fit  them  for  mill-races, 
their  descent  is  rapid,  and  their  current  strong. 
They  are  liable,  of  course,  to  the  variation  of  the 
quantity  of  water  in  the  river;  they  bring  down 
with  their  current,  the  alltivium  of  the  river;  bars 
are  formed  in  them,  as  well  by  this  alluvium,  as  by 
the  land  wash;  and  their  banks,  where  they  are  not 
of  rock,  or  walled,  are  liable  to  perpetual  wear  by 
the  currrent.  The  canal  is,  besides,  itself,  an  in- 
convenient rapid  to  those  who  would  ascend  it. 

Resides  these  inconveniences,  the  contracts 
binding  the  company  to  furnish  to  the  millers  the 
water,  when  it  rises  above  a  certain  gage  selle,  for 
an  annual  rent,  or  on  other  fixed  and  permanent 
terms,  tie  the  canal  company  to  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  work,  and  forbid  future  improve- 
ment. For  instance,  if  a  k.'ck  were  found  to  be 
useful  above  the  highest  mill,  it  could  not  be  erect- 
ed, because  it  would  rob  the  mills  below  of  their 
stipulated  water;  the  inclination  of  the  canal  can- 
not  be  lessened,  because  it  would  have  the  same 
effect.  In  the  James  river  canal,  more  than  in  any 
other  which  I  have  seen,  this  error,  though  now 
generally  considered  as  a  very  great  advantage, 
will  at  some  future  period  be  discovered  and  de- 
plored. The  Potomac  canal,  more  especially  that 
of  the  Little  falls,  has  the  same  defect  of  a  too  ra- 
pid descent,  although  the  object  of  a  mill  race  is 
placed  by  their  charter  out  of  view.  But  its  prio-  - 
cipal  defect  is  of  another  kind,  to  which  that  of 
James  river  is  also,  but  in  a  less  degree,  subject. 
It  receives  the  wash  of  all  the  hills  and  ravines  of 
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the  north  bank,  wliich  ought  to  be  dUcharged  1 
through  culverts,  or  carried  over  bridges:  and  that 
legislative  impartiality  which  has  required  the 
cansl  to  enter  the  river  at  the  very  head  of  the  tide, 
in  order  that  Virginia  may  haVe  an  equal  chance  of 
becom'.  g  the  depot  of  its  commerce  with  Mary- 
land, ItHS  very  much  injured  its  utility  to  the  coun- 
try at  large. 

In  a  still  greater  degree  than  the  Potomac  canal, 
the  Susquelian'iah  caniil,  beginning  at  the  Maryland 
.•>.nd  Pennsylvania  line,  and  ending  at  the  head  of 
the  tide,  has  the  defect,  not  only  of  receiving  the 
landwash  of  tlie  hills  and  ravines,  but  also  two  con- 
siderable rivers,  the  Conewingo  andOctorarM;  par- 
taking, thus,  of  all  the  danger  arising  from  their 
inund:itions,  and  receiving  their  al-  ivium.  Tkis 
canal  is  also  applied  to  the  purposes  of  a  mill  race. 
Other  inconveniences  attend  it,  which  arise  from 
the  most  unfriendly  nature  of  the  river,  and  tlie 
local  feelings  of  the  state  legisUtures  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland,  at  the  period  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  company. 

The  Conewago  canal,  about  50  miles  higher  up 
the  Susquehannah,  is  also  a  mill  race,  and  is  tlie 
property  of  an  individual.  It  is  of  difficult  entrance, 
which  is  to  be  regieted,  as  itouglit  to  be  the  means 
of  passing  a  short,  but  very  d«ngerous  fall  of  the 
river,  which  interrupts  a  long  extent  of  very  good 
navigation. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  general  and  common 
defects  of  these  cnmls,  to  which  I  may  add  the  ge- 
neral want  of  proper  slopes  to  their  banks,  I  will 
now  enter  upon  the  very  tliankless  task  of  giving  an 
honest  opinion,  respecting  them  in  detail,  viewing 
only  tlve  public  interests,  and  perfectly  conscious  of 
the  bearing,  of  what  I  shall  say,  upon  private  feel- 
ings. These  feelings,  however,  are  extremely 
short-sighted;  for  nothing  could  be  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  individuals  most  interested,  than 
those  meisures  wliich  would  most  benefit  the  pub- 
lic 

The  James  river  iand  Appomattox  canals,  stop 
short  of  tide  water.  Tije  most  important  of  these 
canals  is  that  of  .Tames  river.  Upon  the  coal  mines 
of  James  river  our  Atlantic  sea  ports  will  soon  be- 
come dependent  for  their  chief  supply  of  fuel.  That 
dependence  exists  already  in  respect  to  the  fuel  re- 
quired for  ajvariety  of  manufactures,  and  even  now, 
the  smiths,  within  10  miles  of  our  sea  ports,  require, 
in  order  to  carry  on  advantageous  business,  a  sup- 
ply of  Virginian  coal.  There  are  three  means  (and 
I  tlilnk  only  three)  by  which  the  Virginiao  coal  can 
be  brought  to  the  tide: — 1.  By  a  small  canal,  and 
rail  roads,  immediately  from  the  mines  south  of  the 
river,  to  the  shipping  tide  water  at  Ampthill,  or  i's 
neighborhood,  along  the  valley  ef  Falls  creek— dijj. 
tance,  I  believe,  20  miles.  This'  is  a  route  easilyfprac- 
tic«ble,  and  at  a  moderate  expense,  for  Falls  creek 
rises  in  the  coal  mines  themselves.  2.  By  tlie  turn- 
pike road  to  Mofiche.ster  opposite  Richmond.  This 
road  has  been  sometime  completed,  and  is  of  thc 
highest  utility.  3.  By  James  river,  to  the  head  of 
the  falls,  and  thence  by  the  canal  to  Richmond. 
This  is,  for  two-thiirds  of  the  coal  country,  the  besi 
and  most  obvious  route.  From  all  the  mines  the 
coal  may  e»sily  be  brought  to  the  river  on  rail  road.s, 
and  thence  boated,  independently  of  the  cheaper 
conveyance  which  Tuckahoe  creek  might  bo  made 
to  yield  to  a  great  extent  of  coal  land  now  little 
v/orked.  But  of  v.hat  adequate  use  is  the  naviga- 
tion in  boats  carrying,  at  an  average,  200  bushels  of 
coal  only,  when,  if  the  canal  were  well  constructed, 
1000  bushels  might  be  be  ns  easily  and  cheaply 
onveyedj  and  when,  on  their  arrival  st  Iliclunond, 


they  must  be  unloaded,  again  loaded  into  carts  and 
carried  down  by  a  bad  road  to  the  tide  at  Rockets, 
to  be  shipped.'  The  Manchester  turnpike,  with  ail 
its  expense  of  waggons,  horses  and  drivers,  and  the 
consequent  waste  of  labor,  cufuiul,  fuod  and/ovij?-!?, 
is  a  better,  and,  I  am  told,  as  cheap  a  mode  of  con- 
veyance. 

The  means  by  which  the  canal  itself  may  be  made 
much  more  useful,  I  will  not  consume  your  time 
and  patience  in  detailing;  what  is  most  important, 
taking  the  whole  subject  into  view,  is  to  connect 
the  canal,  siich  as  it  is,  with  the  tide. 

In  the  year  1796,  Mr.  Weston,  then  engineer  to 
the  western  navigation  coTipanies  of  the  state  of 
New- York,  was  calledjto  Richmond,  to  give  his  ad- 
vice and  opinion  on  tliis  subject.  It  amounted  to 
this:  to  connect  the  basin  with  the  foot  of  the  falls, 
by  a  succession  of  ten  or  eleven  locks  in  one  tier, 
carrying  the  race  of  Uoss's  mill,  upon  anaqueduc!, 
across  tl)e  canal  at  the  foot  of  ti.e  locks.  With  all 
deference  to  his  talents,  I  cannot  help  remarking, 
that  of  all  expensive  projects  of  which  I  ever  heard, 
this  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  useless.  For, 
independently  of  the  excessive  inconvenience  and 
detention  which  such  a  tier  of  locks,  at  the  most 
busy  part  of  tlie  navigatit)n,  would  occasion,  the 
boats  would  arrive  at  their  foot,  in  a  very  conaider- 
able  rapid,  now  impracticable,  and  which  could 
onlv  be  made  practicable  by  blowing  up  the  rocky 
bed  of  Vti  river.  When  arrived  there,  two  milc^ 
of  tide  water  must  be  encouotered;  to  navigate 
which,  these  boats  are  wholly  unfit.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  present  mode  of  conveying  Uie 
coal  to  Rockets  is  not  much  less  eligible.  I  refrain 
from  stating  many  other  objections,  which  are  pro- 
fessional, and  which,  1  believe,  were,  as  well  as 
those  already  mentioned,  as  evident  to  Mr.  Weston 
as  to  myself;  but  objections  of  another  nature,  more 
powerful  than  mere  physical  difiiculties,  opposed 
every  project  excepting  that  which  he  proposed. 

In' order  to  connect  the  basin  of  the  James  rirer 
canal  with  the  tide,  a  very  simple  means  is  offered 
by  the  nature-  of  the  grouod.  To  do  this  it  will  fae 
necessary  to  form  a  capacious  bnsin  at  Rockets, 
communicating  with  tho  tide  by  one  or  more  locks. 
To  carry  a  canal  from  thence  along  the  level  bank 
of  James  river  to  Shockoe  creek.  A  cheap  aqueduct, 
of  one  arch,  of  30  feet  span,  will  carry  the  work 
across  the  creek  iiUo  the  back  sireet.  The  canal 
will  tlien  go  up  the  back  street,  mounting,  by  suc- 
cessive locks,  no;  more  than  two  in  each  tier,  into 
the  basin.  The  canal  from  Rocketti  to  the  basin,  on 
Shockoe  hill,  should  be  of  nine  fact  draft  of  water, 
and  the  locks  100  feet  long  and  18  feet  wisle.  Tliis 
canal  would,  of  coiu-se,  bring  vessels  which  navi-. 
gate  our  coasts^and  bays,  and  run  out  to  the  Vv^est- 
Ljdia  islands,  into  the  basin  on  Shockoe  lull. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  (for  tlie 
commonwealili  is  deeply  interested  in  the  siock) 
has,  from  time  to  time,  expressed  great  anxiety  rn 
the  suhjpct  of  coi^.pletipg  this  canal.  But  the  dread 
of  unforeseen  difhcuUies  and  risks  in  carrying  the 
work  below  tlie  basin,  and  the  value  and  produc- 
tiveness of  the  stock  in  its  present  state,  have 
iiitherto  overbalanced  this  anxiety.  But,  consider- 
ing Richnioud  as  t!ie  principal  source  of  fuel  to  the 
cities  on  our  sea  co;vst,  at  least  until  tlie  mines  of 
cape  llrclon  shall  supply  us,  I  feel  a  national  senli- 
ment  in  deeply  regretting  the  very  fatal  policy 
v/hich  maintains  and  suppcris  the  error,  and  the 
mutilation  of  this  most  important  work.  I  will  not, 
at  the  same  lime,  deny,  tiiat  when  it  is  consiJeri.'.l 
tliat  those  who  niojecied  and  executed  the  canal 
were  men  of  no  arquaintance  either  with  i«ener«;l 
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science,  or  with  this  particular  branch  of  art,  and 
knew  nothing  of  canils  but  fiom  books  or  heresay, 
tlicy  have  already  done  wonders.  They  deserve  tlie 
thanks  of  their  state,  and  of  the  ui>ion.  But  the 
work  sliould  not  slop  wliere  they  have  left  it. — 
Nature  has,  periiups,  done  more  for  Richmond 
tlun  for  any  site  wh^re  a  city  has  been  planted.  For 
ten  miles  above  the  city,  on  both  sides,  and  upon 
several  islands  of  the  stream,  there  are  immmerable 
mill  sea's,  supplied  by  one  of  the  noblest  rivers  in 
the  imiou.  Imoiediately  above  the  head  of  the  falls 
lies  an  inexliausiible  treasure  of  coal.  Every  art 
and  manufacture  to  wiiich  human  ingenuity  can 
eriiploy  fire  and  water,  may  be  here  carried  on  with 
l!'c  least  expense.  From  above,  an  easy  imd  wide 
apieadinp  navigation  collec  s  oi»  this  spot  all  the 
r..vv  materials  wliich  our  climate  can  produce;  be- 
low, a  river  capable  of  bearir.g  sea  vessels  Siilfi'-ient 
for  every  tra'ic,  but  that  across  the  ocean,  is  ready 
for  the  exportation  of  its  merchandize.  The  town 
iiseif  IS  placed  on  a  healthy  and  commanding 
giouiul.  But  to  improve  iliese  advaulagts  to  the 
utrHfisi  extem,  to  wh.ich  otr  population  is  equal, 
nothing  wouf  I  soniucli  contribute  as  the  completion 
of  tlie  It.c:  mond  c.iua'. 

I  lia^v  dwelt  speriitily  on  the  coal  triidc  to  which 
this  .can<il  is  subservient,  as  of  first  rate  national  im- 
port ancc.  It  is  ('f  no  less  importance  to  the  state 
oi  ^  irginia  as  a  means  of  conveyance  of  agricultu- 
ral produce.  As  you  will  rective  an  an.^wer  in  de 
tail  to  }our  queries,  relative  to  the  amouut  of  all 
xlie  sojls  of  [M'oduce  carried  upon  ii,  and  of  ils  ac- 
tual irade,  1  will  not  add  any  t!oi)g  further  to  what 
1  have  already  s.;id  on  the  subjeci,  but  to  observe, 
tiut,  at  some  tlislant  period,  tlie  Clilckal.ominy,  a 
liver  risiiig  in  the  coal  country,  and  discharging 
itself  into  James  river,  —  miles  below  Kichmond, 
where  ships  may  take  in  their  cargoes,  offers  a 
i;ieans  of  carrylUj  down  the  coal  destined  for  dis- 
t.nl  exj)oru4tion. 

A  canal  has  often  been  projected,  for  passing  the 
fall.-i  oltiie  K.ippahannoc,  at  Fredericksburg.  There 
is  »iu  reasonable  hope,  however,  tl..i  this  v.'urk  can 
&oon  be  executed.  The  ravine  of  the  river  at  the 
falls,  on  cither  side,  is  so  abrupt,  rocky  and  irregu- 
lar, that  great  expense  must  be  incurred  to  elieci 
it — an  expense  not  likely  to  be  repaid  by  ils  trade 
for  many  jears. 

A  c;.iial,  to  connect  tlie  llappahannoc  with  the 
Potomac,  a  few  niiles  below  Fredericksburg,  across 
nhe  r.oitiieni  neck,  has  also  been  spokeii  of.  It 
would  be  a  highly  useful  work,  but  woukl  require 
a  iiinnci  fur  two  or  tin  te  miles.  1  believe  it  couid  be 
extcuied  at  an  expense  kot  greater  than  the  tolls 
would  remuneiate.  Such  a  canal,  however,  does 
Jiot  beloiig  to  the  class  of  which  1  am  now  !.peak- 

J'lit:  Potomac  canal  consists  of  two  p.irts, — one 
to  p:isa  iht  (:Ireat  hdls,  14  miles  above  Georgetown, 
the  other  to  pass  tlie  Little  fails.  'I'he  errors  coin- 
liti. ud  in  the  c«n6iniCtion  uf  the  work  iiave  bce.i 
tnumev.aed  above.  Tiu-  trade  of  this  canal,  espe- 
cially duil.ig  'he  year  1807,  has  been  so  great,  tliat 
ll.ere  i>ppeaiK  every  priisi)r-r.t  of  its  Decf)ming  a  pro- 
duciive  Work, — in  those  ifturs  in  wliich  there  is  a 
eoi!»ideial>le  and  equal  quantity  of  v/ater  in  the 
Klver.  liut  upon  thi.s  circum'stance  it  must  alwa\s 
depei.d.  The  information  respecting  it,  which  can 
be  obtained  from  ihe  c-  mpany,  on  lUe  spot,  ren- 
Ul.r^  it  unnecessary  for  me  lo  say  more  upo.i  it. 

No  altemiJi  ut  ihe  isiipiovement  of  ilie  navigation 
of  1.1  y  of    he  liv.  r.s  of  Muryl.^u.l,  between  tlie  Sus 
<jitei.an;iali  and  the  Potcna  ■,  nas  been  made,  n    r  is 
U»-.:r,  1;  the  pi'o.'^pscts  of  ;'.dAa:.'ia^t  vu  "be  dti'ived 


from  the  navigation  of  the  two  Patuxetits,  the  Pa- 
tapsco,  or  any  of  the  lesser  rivers  falling  into  the 
Chesapeakej  any  thing  whicli  could,  at  present, 
tempt  capital  into  such  an  undertaking. 

But  the  Susquehahnah  itself  has  been  for  many 
years  the  object  oF  almost  all  theattention  directed 
in  the  states  of  Maryland  an.!  Pennsylvania  to  the 
improvement  of  our  internal  navigation.  About  six 
miles  above  Havre  de  Grace, this  mighty  river  meets 
the  tide.  The  phice  i<  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Smith's  ferry.  The  map  of  the  riverj  from  thence 
up  to  Wright's  ferry,  (Columbia)  'vt  Pennsylvania, 
which  I  made  in  the  ye.ir  1801,  when  directing  the 
works  carried  on  for  the  improvement  of  the  natu- 
ral bed  of  the  river,  and  wi.icli,  by  favor  of  she  go- 
vernor of  Pmnsylv-nia,  I  am  able  to  exhibit  vpith 
this  memoir,  will  explain  the  nature  of  this  part  of 
the  river  very  minutely,  being  drawn  to  a  very 
large  scale.  The  whole  of  this  extent  is  one  ire. 
meiidous  rapid,  which,  in  fact,  continues  to  the 
N.  W.  side  of  the  Chickisalunga  hills,  three  miles 
above  Columbia.  T'.e  rapid  is  not  every  where  of 
equd  velocity, or  equally  dangerous.  Wherever  the 
river  crosses  a  valley  of  limestone  or  slate,  the 
rocks  are  worn  down  into  a  smoother  and  wider 
bed:  but  when  it  has  to  cross  a  ridge  of  granite, 
its  course  is  immediately  broken  by  irregular  mas-' 
ses  and  rarge  of  rocks;  its  bed  is  nari'ow  and  en- 
closed by  precipices,  and  its  torrent  furious  and 
winding. 

T  .e  Oiickisalungi  falls  can  Be  descended  with- 
out danger,  and  no  attempt  to  open  them  has  been 
thought  necessary.      The  ridge  of  grani'e   hills, 
through  which  they  break,  bounds  on  the  N.  W. 
tlie  beautiful  limestone  valley  of  Columbia.    Across 
this  valley  the  river  runs  rapidly,   but  smoothly. 
Another  narrow  ridge  of  granite  hills  crosses  the 
river  immediately  below  Columbia,  over  which  the 
river  falls  rapidly,  and  then  enters  th?  wider  lime- 
stone valley,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Jochara 
valley.     The  river  spreads  here  to  the  width  of 
three  roiles,  its  stream  is  gentle,  thougri  rapid,  and 
it  abounds  in  beautiful  and  fcr.ile  islands.     It  then 
suddenly  contracts  and  is  received  inlotlie  narrow 
ravine  which  it  has  scr.ved  down  in  the  granite  hill 
called  Turkey  hill.  From  its  first  entrance  into  the 
To'key  hill,  to  the  tide,  there  is  no  part  that  de- 
serves the  name  of  a  sheet  of  smooth  water.  When 
the  river  is  full,  the  VvfS.oie  ravme,  about  half  a  mile 
ill  widtii,  conains  only  one  furious  torrent,  in  which 
t'ew  rocks,  conipsraiively,  are  to  be  seen  above  the 
w.iier;  but  the  danger  is  not  the  less,  and  very  skil- 
ful pilots,  and  niany  and  stout  hands,  are  required 
to  carry  a  boat  or  an  ark  safely  doivn.     But  in  the 
auiuum,  and  in  a  dry  season,  the  river  itself  can, 
for  six  miles,  'scarcely  be  seen,  and  iis  bed  appears 
a  barren  and  dry  v.-aste  of  irregular  rocks,  among 
whicli  the  loud  roarmg  of  water  is  only  heard:  for, 
from  the  Turkey  hill  to  near  the  mouth  of  Cones- 
togo,  the  wliolP  river  1:3  disciiarged  through  a  chan- 
nel  generally  about  6y  feet  wide,  in  the  greatest 
part  of  which  the  depth  and  the  rapidity  of  the  tor- 
rent is  such,  that  it  has  not  been  fathomed.    About 
a  n.ile  below  the  mouth  of  Conestogo,   a  narrow 
limestone  valley  touciies  the  river  on  the  N.  E.  side, 
but  on  the  west  shore  not  a  trace  of  limestone  U 
to  be  seen.     Four  miles  below  IJurkhalter's  ferry, 
the  river  arrives  at  the  high  range  of  granite  hills, 
ahoiin.'.ing  in  copper,  in  wliicii  the  gap  mine  is  situ- 
ated, and  at  a  place  called  M'C«ll's  ferry,  it  nar- 
rows  to  the  width  of  16  perches.  ITne  1  attempted 

0  ii.vd  bottom  wit;»  >i  liie  of  ISU  feet,   but  failed, 
notvvitiistaiiding  every  precaution  taken  to  procure 

1  peivc  idiculu;-  dijcial  of  the  weig'it  aUaohed  to 
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PV.SS   ihe   rvaler  is   rupid,   but 
The  river  rises  here  ripidlv  and 


it.  'I'hr.iUcjU  Ml 
smooth  and  safe, 
very  suddenly  after  the  fall  of  rain  above;  and  it 
will  never  h<-.  possible  to  erect  a  safe  brf.lge  atthis 
place,  so  often  mentioned  as  the  most  practicable 
The  obstructions  tb  navijjjitiou,  by  Uiree  rupuU  be- 
low M'Call's,  is  not  so  considerable  as  to  endanger 
the  arks  and  boats  that  desct/n.!,  until  diey  arrive  at 
the  BalJfriar  fails,  below  PeiiCl'T'ttoni  and  about 
8  miles  above  the  tide.  From  M'Call's  to  vlie  slate 
valley  of  Peichbo'tom,  the  river  is  filled  with  isl- 
ands called  the  Bear  islands.  Across  the  valley 
of  Peachbottom,  and  above  the  Baldfrijf  fulls,  the 
river  is  wide  and  safe.  The  best  nattiral  navij^a- 
tion,  and  that  always  pursued  by  boats  descending 
by  the  natural  bed  of  the  river,  is  on  the  west  side, 
from  the  foot  of  the  bear  islands.  Above  that  point 
to  Cokimbia.  the  bps<  passage  is  on  the  east  side. 
The  most  dangerous  fills  below  Pcaclib(;ttom  were 
Ames's  and  Hi'Ctor's  falls,  on  wliich  many  wrecks 
annually  occurred,  until  the  late  improvements  of 
the  nlvigrttion  were  made. 

From  this  description  it  may  easily  be  imagined 
that,  if  the  descent  of  the  river,  with  boats  loaded 
with  produce,  was  dangerous  and  diflicult,  the  as- 
cent was  still  more  so.  The  natural  obstructions 
were  besides  increased  by  fi.sh-dams  in  every  part 
oftherirer;  and  the  rival  interests  of  the  siaies 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  prevented,  for  many 
years,  every  attempt  at  "artificial  improvement  of 
(lie  bed  of  the  river.  In  the  mean  lime  each  state 
took  measures  to  go  as  far  towards  rendering  the 
na\igation  of  tliis  river  useful  to  their  respective 
interests,  as  their  means  and  limits  would  permit; 
and  a  company  was  incorporated  in  Maryland,  to 
make  a  canal,  from  the  Maryland  line  to  the  tide,  to 
pass  all  the  obstructions  of  the  river  of  the  eight 
lowest  oiiles;  and  in  Pennsylvania  two  compmii'^s 
were  also  incorporated,  the  one  to  connec'  the 
Susqurhannah  wit!i  the  Schuylkill,  bv  a  navigation 
taken  out  above  all  the  dangerous  falls,  and  the 
other  to  connect  the  Schuylkill  with  tiie  Delaware. 
The  objects  of  none  of  these  companies  were  ad- 
vantngeously  accomplished.  The  Susquehannah 
canal  company  have,  however,  completed  a  navi- 
gable canal,  liable  to  the  objections  whicli  I  have 
above  noticed.  T!ie  Pennsylvania  companies  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  the  works,  under 
the  direction  of  a  very  able  engineer.  Mi .  Weston, 
but  have  not  completed  either  canal  so  as  to  ren- 
der  them  useful  or  productive. 

At  last,  in  the  year  1801  the  states  of  .Maryland 
and  Delaware,  having  passed  laws  incorporating  a 
eompany  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  between 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  a  former  law-of  Penn- 
sylvania,  appropriating  10,00t>  dollars  to  the  remo- 
valof  obstructions  in  the  SusquehaMuah,  went  into 
effect;  and  the  late  colonel  Fred.  Antes,  than 
whom  no  man  was  better  fined  to  accomplish  its 
object,  was  charged  with  its  execution.  But  he 
died  on  his  arrival  at  the  river,  and  the  direction 
devolved  upon  me.  The  enclosed,  report  to  the 
legislature  on  this  subject,  details  the  extent  of  the 
work  executed,  and  the  principles  on  which  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  attempt  to  make  a  practicable  and 
safe  navigation  both  wp  and  down  Uie  river.  I 
will  her*  only  repeal  that  all  my  e.xertions  were 
bent  to  force.through  all  objections,  a  channel  clear 
of  rocks,  of  40  feet  wide,  close  to  the  Eastern 
shore,  ne^.er  leaving  any  rock  upon  which  a  vessel 
could  be  wrecked  between  tiie  channel  and  the 
shore,— so  tha\  in  the  most  violent  freshes  a  boat 
sliould  always  be  safe,  by  keeping  close  in  shore. 
Kocks   of  immense    magniuide     were   tberelore 


blown  aWHV,  i'l  preference  to  the  fiJowing  a 
crooked  channel  more  cheaply  made,  but  more 
difficult  and  danj.rerous,  and  varying  in  safety  and 
practicability,  according  to  the  d-gr  eof  the  rise 
Of  t!ie  river.  There  is,  however,  one  part  of  the 
navigation  in  which  the  bed  of  the  "river  munt  for- 
ever be  Durs'ied,  namelv,  from  the  I'dini  step? 
above  Vl'Call's  to  below'  the  ■irr.p  at  M'C  ill'--:— a 
part  of  the  i>Hvigation  which,  if  nrt  can  c>nquer  it, 
mus^  -be  u  dertaken  in  a  sta.e  of  the  country  infi- 
nitely more  abounding  in  wealth  and  population 
than  at  present. 

Of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal. 
Having  now  ans-vered  that  part  of  your  enquiry 
which  relates  to  the  general  subject  of  canais,  I 
come  to  tlie  particular  merits  of  the  C!\esapsa.ke 
and  Delawar;'  canal,  of  which  yon  have  requested 
me  to  give  special  inform*ti  )n;  tO':jether  with  nsy 
opinion  on  its  location,  unbiassed  by  any  interests 
but  tho:5e  of  the  public. 

The  very  able  report  of  t!ie  ro'nmittoe,  to  whom 
your  letter  to  tlie  president  and  directors  of  the 
company  was  referred,  and  who  di  1  me  t!ie  honor 
to  confer  with  me  on  the  subject,  conveys  to  you 
all  the  information  wliich  can  be  given  of  the  histo- 
ry of  the  company,  their  pecuniary  resourt^es  and 
difficulties,  the  motives  that  directed  their  choice 
in  the  location  of  the  work,  and  the  system  under 
which  it  was  begun  and  pursued.  Every  thing  also 
that  can  becoUtcted  bv  the  Tnost  indefnigible  en- 


quiry, as    to  the  probable  proceeds   of  the  canal, 
and  the  advantages  it  oH'crs  to  those  who  have  ad- 
ventured in  it,  is  also  detailed;  and  there   re<nains 
to  me  only  the  t:isk  of  giving  y^-u  t!iat  prof 'ssional 
informition  whicIi,  as   engineer   to   the  comp'^ny, 
I  have  obtii.ierl;  and  to  e.xplain  ,to  you  the  means 
of  executing  it,  as  far  as   tliey  are  determined  by 
the  nature  if  the  soil  and  the  levels  of  the  country. 
The  alluvial  Imd  lying  f/eiow   that   p?.rt  of  the 
granite  ridge  wiiich  crosses  the  peninsula  f."om  the 
ferry  opposite  to   Havre   d^  Grace,   reic'iing   the 
shores  of  the  Delaware  at  Wilmington, may  be  consi- 
dered as  a  regular  inclined  pl.iiie,  sloping  g-adually 
to  the  south-esst  at  the  rate  of  about  six  inches  in  a, 
mile.     Immediately  bolow  the  granite  ridge— thi-.t 
is,  along  the  foot  of  Gray's  hili.  Iron  liill,  and  alung 
the  south  bank  of  Christiana  creek,  which  runs  pa- 
rallel to,  ?.nd  close  undjr    the    ri.'ge — its   highest 
inequalities  seldom   exceed   SO  f.et,  nor  docs  the 
common  eui-face  fall  below  70  feel  above   the  tide 
of  the  C'<es*peake,  at  high  water.     This  plane  ex- 
tends from  the  granite   ridge  to  the  ocean — and 
the  only  coisiderable   depressions  to  be  found  iu 
it,  are  the  beds  of  the  lau'l  drains,  ^vhicli  are  wori\ 
down  into  it  and  produce  tiie  appear.ince  of  viHtes, 
but  there  are  no  in'^ula^el  hi'.ls  whatever,  and  the 
vallies  are  merely  depressions  oftlie  grouiid  below 
the  plane.  Hence  it  is  evident,  t!iat  by  going  loui.d 
the  heads  of  the  water  courses,  a  Tn^  of  cana!  may 
be  found  across   the   peninsula  between   any  tv.-(> 
points  on  theojiposite  bays,  in  which  the  variation 
of  level  on  tlie  su.nmit  will  be  very  small,  and  that 
I)y  making  the  bank  out  of  the  spoils  of  the  cut,  a. 
c«ual    may    be    made    at    the    smallest    possibh; 
expense    of  digging    and    removing    earth,    and 
at  no  expense  whatever  ibr  works  of  masonry,  ex- 
cepting at  each  end,  where   the  desceij;  require;} 
the  construction  of  locks.     For,  by  filloring  tha 
ridge  dividing  tlie  waters  whicli  drain    into  oppo- 
.site   creeks,  the  necessity  of  culverts  and   .<q'ie- 
ducts  may  be  wholly  avoided.     Tlie  soil  is  also  uf 
the  kind  most  easily  cut,  being  generally  of  a  san- 
dy loam  on  and  near  the  surface,  and  beds. of  good 
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clay  are  found  in  abuu dance  for  all  purposes   of 
piiddlinj^. 

The  advantage  of  .<o  level  and  soft  a  surfiice  for 
the  cut  js  counterbalanced  by  tlie  total  absence  of 
•^vater  to  supply  it.     This  circumstance  is  very  im- 
portent  in  determining  the  choice  of  the  line  of  the 
canal,  among  so  mruiy  that  are  equally  practicable; 
for  as  ail  its  water  must  be  brought  from  the  high- 
er grounds  upon  the  ridge,  its  location  ought  to  be 
as  near  to  the  ridge  aa  possible,  in  order  thai,  the 
feeder  being  short,  the  leakage  and  evaporation  of 
a  long  feeder  may   be  avoided.     TIic  location  of 
the  two  ends  of  the  canal   does  not,  however,  en- 
tirely   depend   upon  its  general  oursc  along  the 
summit;  and  a  great  variety  of  terminations  have 
been  proposed,  aa  equally  eligible  both  to  the  Che- 
S'.pcjtke and  Delaware  side.  The'former,  after  long 
jtiid  careful  exmination,  has  been  decided  in  favor 
of  Welch  poini,  where  there  l>as,  within  the  menio- 
rv  of  man,  beta  no  diminution  in  the  depth  of 
the  water,  which  is  below  the  deposite  of  alluvi- 
tim  from  Elk  creek,  and  were  the  water  is  so  wide 
r^ndso  deep,  as  to  form  a  very  capacious  basin  for 
rrsany  veair,  to  come,  for  the  inconsiderable  land 
wash  of  Back  creek   and  the  small  drains  in  the 
nei;,dibuiliood.     Bui,   on   the  Delaware  side,  much 
dift'trence  of  opinion  has  prevailed.     The  summit 
Jevi,'l  of  the  canal  in  every  case  must  reach  the  prin- 
ciprd  road  leading  frGtn  Christiana  bridge  down  the 
peninsula,  near   a  tavern  called   the    Bear.     This 
place  is  onlj   two  miles  distant  from  Hamburg  or 
Tied  hook, on  the  bay  of  Newcastle,  and  a  cheap  and 
short  cut  might  be  made  to  either  of  these  poin'G, 
f  specially  to'.Ued  hock,  did  not  two  considerations 
f.irbid  it— the  broad  and  wild  water  of  the  bay,  and 
ils  liliallownca::  at  a  great  distance  from  the  shore, 
titere  being  only  four  feet  six  inches  at  low  water. 
Js'ewcastle  is  liie  next  eligible  point.   Newcastle  is 
situated  on  a  prominent  point,  which  is  swept  both 
1;y  the  flood  and  the  ebb  tide.    There  will  there- 
fjre  be  always  deep  water  at  the  outer  wharves  and 
piers  at  th.it  place,  and  less  than  21   feet  has  not 
been  found  on  the  outside  of  ai^y  of  the  piers  late- 
ly erected;  or  foi-merly,  and  even  at  present,  at  tiie 
••A-harves,  excepting  only  where  the  eddy  occnsion- 
ed  by  the  piers  has  accumulated  soft  banks  of  mud. 
There  could  not  be  a  moment's  hesitation  in  fix- 
ing the  termination  of  the  canal  at  Newcastle,  un- 
less the  following  reasons  should  be  thought  to 
outweigh  the   adv.wtages  of  the  best  water  in  the 
Delavv'are,  and  the   shortest  uavigation  across  the 
peninsula,  which  this  point  offers.     U  is  in  the  first 
place  feared,  that  in  time  of  war,  when  the  canal 
■would  be  invaluable  as  a  means  of  conveyance  of 
military  storey  and  bodies  of  men,  an  enemy's  ship 
of  war  might  destroy  the  works  at  Newcastle  in 
9.  stidden   incursion,  and  return  to  sea,  before  the 
mischief  could  be  prevented.    It  is  further  urged, 
that  the  mouth  of  the  canal  on  the  river  below  the 
tide  would  k&  liable  to  be  filled  up,  in  a  very  short 
time,  as  are  all  pl.iccs  on  the  Delaware  where  there 
is  an  eddy.      And  it  is  also  alleged,  that  Newcas- 
tle is  situated  so  far  below  Philadelphia  (33  miles) 
tliat,  unless  with  a  favorable  wind,  didl  sailing  ves- 
sels  cannot  reacli  Newcastle  in  one  tide,  wlien  they 
niight  reach  the  mouth  of  Christiana,  four  miles 
higher  up  the  river,  and  go  up  the  creek  with  the 
fiood. 

Ti.e  first  argument,  appears  to  me  tobedeserv- 
in^j  ofconsideratibn  in  a  naiion.'d  point  of  view,  and 
a  small  foi  t  would  be  nccesary  to  defend  the  mouth 
of  the  works  against  an  enemy  who  should  at- 
tempt to  land  to  blow  tlsem  up.  Btit  they  could 
not  be  injured^  even  by  shtlls,  Ijeyond  the  destruc- 


tion of  the  gates,  which  a  few  hours   could   put 
again  into  repair.     To  obviate  the  second  objection 
it  would  he  necessary  to  place  the  tide  lock  as  far 
out  as  possible,  and  to  carry  out  and  wharf  the  side 
of  the  canal  below  the  look  as  far  into  the  river,  as 
the  most  projected  wharf  The  line  of  the  wharves 
is  now  limited  to  600  feet  beyond  the  lowest  street, 
called  Water  street,  iind  unless  further  pro' rudecl 
into  the  river  by  a  law  ol  the  state,  this  distance 
presents  no  formidable  difficulty  to  the  work,  and 
places  the  utmost  exteution  of  the  wharves  beyond 
the  present  time.     The  third  objection  is  not  with- 
out foundation.    But  the  narrow  and  crooked  na- 
vigation  of  Chrigtiana  creek,  presents   infinitely 
more  causes  of  delay  than  the  distance  of  four 
miles  in   the  bold  navigation  of  the  Delaware. — 
There  is,  however,  in  these   objections  enough  to 
render  it  an  object  of  infinite  importance  both  to 
the  nation  and  to  the  company,  to  avail  themselves 
ofbotli  the  eastern  terminations  of  the  canal,  and 
to  make  a  cut  also  from  the  Bear  to  the  Christiana 
creek,  about  three  miles  above  Wilmington,  on  a 
line  not  altogether  so  favorable,  nor  so   short  as 
that  to  Newcastle,  but  presenting  no  difficulties  of 
importance  whatsoever.  From  the  point  (Menden- 
hail's)  at  which  the  termination  is  proposed,    10 
feet  may  be  carried  out  to  the  river  Delaware. — 
The  objections  to  this  termination  are:  the  tedious 
and  very  crooked  navigation  of  the  creek  for  seven 
miles  to  the  Delaware.     The  drawbridge  at  Wil- 
mington, which  must  be  passed;  but  more  tlian  any 
other,  the  opposition  of  the  tides  of  Delaware  and 
Christiana  creek.     For  if  a  boat  comes  into  the  ca- 
nal at  Welch  point  at  high  water,  and  passes  across 
in  six  hours,she  will  find  half  flood  inChristiana.and 
must  wait  the  ebb  to  go  down.     On  her  arrival  in 
the  Delaware,  in  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours,  she 
will  have  again  to  wait  three  or  four  hours  for  the 
flood  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  or  up  the  Bran- 
dywine  to  the  celebrated   mdls,   the  interests  of 
which  are  well  worthy  of  attention.    Whereas,  a 
vessel  arriving  at  Newcastle  and  finding  the  flood 
tide  running,  which  will  always  happen  if  she  comes 
to  Welch  point  with  a  flood  tide,  may  at  once  pro- 
ceed up  the  Delaware,  or  up  the  Brandywine  or 
Christiana  creek,  without  delay.    It  must  also  be 
mentioned,  that  without  a  favorable  tide,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  work  down Mhe  Christiana  creek  against 
the  wind,  which  is  alway.s  unfavorable  in  some  reach 
or  other  of  its  crooked  navigation;  when,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  ample  room  in  the  Delaware  to 
use  all  advantages  of  wind  and  tide. 

On  tlie  other  hand,  it  must  be  urged  in  favor  of 
Christiana  creek,  that  there  is  navigable  water,  for 
boats  drawing  eight  feet,  above  the  proposed  termi- 
nation of  the  canal,  as  far  as  Christiana  bridge,  and 
that  the  navigation  maybe  pushed  still  higher; — 
that  the  little  town  of  Newport  is  now  the  depot  of 
the  produce  of  a  very  extensive  and  fruitful  coun- 
try  extending  into  Lancaster  county,  and  is  20 
miles  nearer  to  Lancaster  than  Philadelphia,  and 
that  to  connect  so  important  a  field  of  productive 
business  immediately   with  the  canal,   it  may  be 
worth  while  to  incur  an  increased   expense  and 
some  inconvenience  and  delay  in  tlie  mere  ihorongh' 
fare  navigation:  and  it  may  be  added,  that  the  large 
fixed  capital  of  the  town  of  Wilmington,  far  exceeds 
iiig  that  of  Newcastle,  demands  from  the  good  po- 
licy, as  well  as  the  good  will  of  the  company  or  the 
nation,  some  consideration. 

Well  aware  of  the  thankless  task  of  giving  a  de- 
cisive and  honest  opinion  on  either  side,  I  content 
myself  witji  furnishing  the  materials  of  determina-. 
tion  to  you,  and  proceed  to  describe  tlie  nature  an4 
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principles  of  the   work  actually  executed  in   tlie 
feeder,  and  proposed  for  the  canal. 

Between  tlie  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
Delaware  there  are  three  streams  which,  rising  in 
tiie  hifi^h  lacd  above  the  canal,  m»y  be  brought 
down  to  it  as  feeders,  the  Christi-^na  creek,  the 
Whiteclay  creek,  and  the  Elk  itself. 

The  Elk  and  the  Whiteclay  are  nearly  equal  in 
the  regular   quantity  of  water   they    supply,    the 
Christiana  is  both  smaller  and  more  irregular.  The 
Elk  descends,  in  a  very  crooked  and  rapid  stream, 
84  feet  in  four  miles,  from  Elk  forge  to  the  tide  near 
Elkton,  and  unites  with  the  wide  v/ater  of  the  Che 
sapeake  at  Turkey  point.  The  ridge  tliat  separates 
its  waters  fi'om  tliose  ot  the  Delaware  terminates 
in  a  high  i.nsulated  iull,  called  Gray's  hill,  which  is 
united  to  the  high  land  by  a  low  and  narrow  rid^^e, 
crossing  the  post  road  on  the  boundary  line  of  De- 
laware and  Maryland.     The  Christiana  creek  is  the 
first  water  falling  from  tiie  high  land  into  t!ie  Dela- 
ware.    It  collects  all  the  waters  that  fall  round  the 
liigh  insulated  hill  called  Iron  lull,  at  the  N.  E.  foot 
of  which  it  turns  to  the  N.  E.  and  running  in  that 
direction,  under  the  foot  of  the  granite  ridge,  into 
the  Delaware,  receives  the  Whiteclay,  Uedclay  and 
Brandywine,  in  its  course,  and  also  numerous  land 
drains,  from  the  level  land,  to  the  south  east.     Of 
'.hese  three   streams    it  has   been  ascertained  that 
they  may  all  be  brought  to  the  canal,  but  the  Elk 
with  the  least  expense  and  the  shortest  cut.     The 
valleys  in  which  they  all  run  having  been  worn  in 
deep  and  rocky  land,  and  branching  into  deep  ra- 
vines, the  beds  of  rapid  rivulets,  offer  great  dilH- 
culties    tQ   the   work   necessary    to   divert    their 
course. 

In  the  Elk  feeder,  the  canal  is  ctit  in  the  rock 
for  about  half  a  mile;  embankments  are  made  across 
several  valleys,  but  the  principal  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense  consisted  in  cutting  through  a  tongue  of 
highland  called  Dell  hill,  through  which  the  dig- 
ging is  3C  feet  for  near  half  amile,aad  again  through 
the  dividing  ridge,  to  the  depth  of  25  f^et  for  above 
half  that  distance;  these  two  difhculties  have  been 
conquered.  Another  smaller  hill  remains  to  be 
cut  through,  but  it  may  be  avoided  by  a  circuitous 
cut,  much  less  expensive,  but  also  much  less  eligi- 
ble. On  the  Delaware  side  of  the  ridge,  the  feeder 
is  cut  through  a  swampy  flat  of  more  than  a  mile  in 
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length,  while  t'.ie  descent  is  only  s"x  inches.  The 
general  elevation  of  this  flat  is  86  feet  above  the 
tide,  and  as  the  head  of  the  feeder  at  Elk  fijrge  is 
only  84  feet,  it  could  have  little  descent,  and  falls 
only  two  inches  in  a  mile.  It  has  on  this  occount 
been  made  a  spacious  canal  of  three  feet  six  inclies 
water,  twenty  two  feet  six  inches  on  the  surface, 
and  twelve  feet  at  the  bot'om,  affording,  as  far  as 
it  goes,  a  good  and  valuable  inland  navigation.  The 
feeder  is  six  miles  in  length;  at  the  end  of  Ave 
miles  is  a  lock  for  the  passage  of  boats,  and  a  side 
cut  to  commu;iicate  with  the  reservoir.  A  conti- 
guous valley  citers  the  means  of  making  a  reservoir, 
of  more  than  a  hundred  acres.  It  has  been  propos- 
ed to  embank  30  acres  for  this  purpose.  The  lock 
is  of  10  feet  lift.  The  reservoir  will  be  l?vel  with 
the  upper  feeder,  of  course  10  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  canal,  and  under  such  a  head  will  give  the 
canal  a  plenteous  and  rapid  supply  as  it  is  wanted. 
Below  the  lock  the  feeder  is  five  feet  deep,  and  27 
feet  on  the  surface  of  the  water:  it  will  jom  the  ca- 
nal about  a  mile  west  of  Aikentown.  'l:i  the  co,.- 
struction  of  the  feeder,  permanence  has  been  a  very 
principal  consideration.  Ail  t!ie  culverts  are  of 
solid  masonry;  no  land  water  can  run  into  the  cu;; 
the  banks  are  sloped  as  tv,?o  to' three;  tiie  embank- 


ments are  well  puddleJ,    and    the    piers  of 
bri  !ges  ar?  of  hewn  stone. 

From  the  description  which  I  have  given  of  ll  e 
sod  of  the  peninsula,  it  is  evident  thai  the  amoun't 
of  digging  constitutes  the  chief  expense  of  the  ca- 
nal. I'o  lessen  this  amotmt  and  to  shorten  the  ca- 
nal, it  is  proposed  to  quit  the  level  in  three  places, 
and  to  cross  three  land  (kaiiv.  that  lead  into  Chris- 
tiana creek,  one  at  Aikentown,  and  two  between 
Aikentown  and  tlie  Bear.  Small  aqueducts  and 
short  enbjnkments  only  are  neccssarv  to  effect 
this.  If  the  ranal  slioukl  terminate  at  Newcasiie, 
a  narrow  marsh  must  also  be  crossed — if  at  Chris- 
tian.!, deeper  cutting  must  be  encountered. 

I5ut  neitlier  of  these  difficulties  increase  the  ex- 
pense of  the  CiUal  more  than  §7,500  each,  beyond 
that  of  ihe  same  length  of  the  geiierul  cut. 

On  all  other  points  the  report  of  the  committee 
furnishes  ample  information;  and  I  will  only  adfl  — 
that  neither  in  Europe",  nor  in  our  own  counir\',  i!6  { 
know  a  line  of  inland  navigation,  whic'.i  by  so  shori  :i 
distance,  and  at  so  easy  an  expense,  unites  suc'.i  ex- 
tensive  and  productive  ranges  jf  commercial  inter- 
couise. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am  yours, 

(Signed)  B.  H.  LATR03E. 

Albert  Gallatin,  esq    Sfrretary  of  treasury. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

April},  13rs. 
In  tlie  questions  proposed  to  me,  tiy  you,  the  siihjoct  of  a.-till- 
cial  roads  was  conipreliifiitled.  But  h'einc;  informer!  Ir^  yon  tli;it 
the  eanal  eninpanies  ot  Peiiiis)l>'aiiia  ant)  Maryland ,  liau  inns- 
mitteJ  to  you  ample  accoiinls  of  their  undeitakinEs,  an(t  as  in 
their  works,  expi-rieiice  has  laii,:<lit  »  system  .ind  mode  of  exeon- 
tioii,  of  Ihe  most  |«-rtect  kind;  I  have  refVaintH)  from  aiMiiijc  any 
thing  to  the  information  thus  acquired.  It  has  however  occnrnd 
to  nir,th.>t  a  few  reMnarks  upon  rail  roids  mipiit  not  he  unarcipt- 
ahle  to  you,  especially  as  the  public  attention  has  heen  often  called 
to  this  sort  of  improvement,  and  the  public  mind  tilled  with  very 
imperfect  conceptions  of  its  utility. 

Hail  roads  niay  be  constructed  of  iron  or  of  timber.  The  most 
durable  (but  also  the  most  expensive)  rail  roijds,  consist  of  inm 
raili  let  down  on  stone  foundations;  such  mails  will  last  for  asfi-s. 
Cast  iron  rails  recuiirf  on  brds  of  limlii-r,  are  sufflcii.-ntly  dnralile 
for  our  country,  and  of  moderate  expense.  Rail  roads,  entirely  of 
timber, are  fit  only  for  temporary  purposes. 

A  rail  road  consists  of  t>yo  pamlltl  waj's,  one  pair  for  iroini*  the 
other  lor  returning  carriages;  singla  roads,  with  occasional  passiiig 
places,  are  applicable  to  some  situations,  and  are  of  courie  less 
exiiensive.  I  will  concisely  describe  the  load  best  adapted  to  the 
objects  that  in  our  conntry  can  he  attained  by  tl:—T/ie  rails  ait: 
of  cast  iron,  and  consist  of  a  tread  and  a  (lunch,  forming  in  tluir 
section  the  h.tter  >-l .  Tlip  tread  is  three  inches  wide,  the  fianc'i 
two  inches  high,  '['he  rails  need  not  be  more  than  5-8  of  an 
inch  average  tliickness,  and  they  may  be  cast  in  lengths  of  fire  to 
six  feet  eacli;  each  rail  will,  at  six  tett  length,  contain  275  cubic 
inches,  which,  at  four  inches  to  the  ponnd^  is  5iy\b.  each  r.iil,  or 
one  cwt.  for  every  six  feet  in  length  of  the  road,  or  44  ton  per 
mile. 

In  order  to  form  a  road  of  these  rails,  they  must  he  laid  at  the 
distance  of  from  three  and  tin  half  to  fivo  feet  (a'jcording  to  tlie 
carriage  that  is  to  run  u  pon  thorn)  parallel  to  each  i.thrv;  the  ends 
of  every  two  pair  of  rails  btiog  lit  an<I  pinned  down  into  a  pirc*! 
of  timlxr  lyiiig  across  the  roads,  the  holes  for  the  pins  mxitt  he  cntt 
in  the  i-ails.  These  pieces  of  tiiabir  may  be  of  any  form,  provided 
they  ar«  level  at  the  top,  and  they  cannot  bea  great  part  of  the  <  x- 
pense  of  the  road  in  any  situation.  The  nioit  durable  ti-i'ier  i* 
certainly  the  best:  but  no  timbir  can  be  veryduralil"  in  the  ?;lu>!- 
tion  it  must  occupy  on  the  surface,  and  partly  or  whiilly  coi.  r  il 
with  earth.  The  perfection  of  the  road  consists  in  tiie  paialh-l 
rails  beiiig.laid  perfectly  level  witli  each  other  across  the  road,  and 
perfectly  jointctl.  In  most  parts  of  the  union,  the  ra  Is  could,  I 
think,  be  deliver!  d  at  from  iJO  to  90  dollars  per  ton,  and  in  many  at 
60  — but  taking  SO  as  the  avernge  on  the  spot,  the  road  will  co^l  — 
Kails  delivered,  44  ton,  at  80  u'wllars,  3,520 

LevtUing  the  road,  very  uncertain,  but  I  will  suppose  as  an 
average  for  levelling,  and   fliint' in    with  good  gravel  or' 
broken  stone,  two  dollars  and  titty  cents  per  perch,  or  per 

mile soft 

Timber  and  bedding  at  SO  per  rail,    ...--.     410 
Incidents  and  superiiitendaiiet,    -...--        243 


•i.OCO 
For  a  set  of  returning  ways,        ......       A.oio 

I'otal  ptr  mill', dolls.    in.OOO 

The  carriages;  which  travel  on  these  roads,  may  be  of  various 
dimensions,  agreea'ily  to  the  material  10  he  cuiiv-j\<!,  au'l  i!ie 
necessary  angle  of  the  road.  They  have  lo.v  cint  iron  wheels  la.t 
upon  the  axle,  which  turns  round.  )  Ijih,  the  two  wheils  on  t.'ie 
axlf  making  the  same  nuinlier  of  revoiuiioas  in  the  same  »|iaet  of 
tinie,  the  carriage  necessardy  goes  straigl.t  forward,  and  caniut 
hs  throwu  of  the  ways  by  any  suiait  obsicuvtioii  on  oue  si'e. 
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Theprinciiile,  ttpon  which  such  RSionishin^  loads  msy  be  rlvawn 
en  the  «ays  liv  a  sinK't?  horse,  is  the  diminutioi)  of  fiicsion  in  the 
gna(t?9t  iiiisqilih;  (it  i;rti'.  Oti  B  gooi)  rail  rond,  descend) up;  iiiul -r 
pii  angjle  oC  one  (tt-(;rp».  one  hor«o  may  iti-iw  eiljht  tons  in  tii'jr 
w-.igC'Tia  of  two  tons  eai-li  without  diltitnliy.  The  astoiiishin;^ 
luads  drawn  nnmi  r«il  rori'!s.  hy  single  horses,  in  Eo^land,  hine  in- 
ciuced  iiiiinj-  iitoiir  citizens  to  hope  foi"  'heir  early  wpplieation  to 
the  list:  of  oiir  coontrv.  I  fear  this  hope  is  vain,  excepting  on  a 
verv  stnall  scale,  and  that  chitfly  in  th:-  cual  country  neaf  Hich- 
moiid.  For  it  is  evident,  that  upon  a  ruil  road  im)  «ther  carriafje 
lint  tliat  which  U  i^'-qires-ily  constructed  for  the  pnrpose,  can  bn  em- 
ployed,—and  that  to  render  »  Tail  road  stifficieiilly  saving  of  the  ex- 
jicnie  of  eommoii  carriage,  to.jiistify  the  cost  of  its  erection,  there 
must  bo  a  very  fjreat  demand  for  in  use.  But  thesort  of  produce 
Mhich  iscarritil  toouriiiarhetsis  tolli'cted  from  stich  scattered  puints 
pnd  conies  hy  snch  »  diversity  of  routes,  that  rail  roads  are  oot  of 
the  question  as  to  the  ci>rriage  of  connnoii  articles.  Rail  roads, 
Kading:  fio<nthe  coal  miiieslothe  inartjiii  of  .Janits  river,  might  an- 
swer tlieir  ex  pLiise.  or  others  from  the  mat  ble  quarries  near  Pliila- 
•lelpliiato  tlie  Schuylkill.  But  these  arp  the  only  instances  witliiii 
niy  knov.ledt;e,  in  which  they  at  prcsuit  might,  he  umplos'ed. 

There  is.lKiwivcr,  a  use  for  tail  roads  as  a  tumporary  means  of 
overcoming  the  mcist  difficult  parts  of  artificial  nBvig;ation,  and 
{or  this  use  they  are  invaluable,  ami  in  many  instances  offer  the 
means  of  accooiplishiug  distant  lines  of  coonnnnication  which 
r\V|!v!it  otherwise  remain  impracticable,  eveii  to  our  national  re- 
*^)iirc<;3j  fur  centunesto  come. 

MR.  FULTON'S  COMMVXICATION. 

Sin,— Hy  your  Utter  of  the  25th  of  July.  I  am  happy  In  find 
»!ial  tlie  Ktteii'ion.  of  congress  is  directinc;:  its  If  towLirds  tiie  open- 
ing of  commtmications  through  the  United  Statfs,  by  means  of 
roads  and  catiaH;  and  it  would  give  nie  particular  pleasure  to  aid 
you  with  useful  information  on  such  works,  as  I  have  long  been 
>,-aiitrrBp!jiting  their  importance  in  many  points  of  >ie»v. 

But  a  year  has  not  yrt  elapsed  since  I  returned  to  Amerlca.iind 
Xiiy  private  cone  Ills  liBve  occupied  so  much  of  my  time  thatasy^t 
I  have  acquired  hut  very  lilth'  hical  information  on  the  sevtral 
canals  which  .have  been  conimenoed. 

Sucli  iiiloriiiation,  however,  is  perhaps  at  present  not  the  most 
important  branch  of  Oiesuhjicf,  particularly  as  it  can  he  obtained 
.in  a  Ji;w  mnntlis  at  a  sinall  expanse,  whenever  the  public  mind 
shall  be  inipiessrd  with  a  sense  of  the  vast  advantages  of  a  gfeiit  ral 
system  of  civ  ap  conveyance. 

I  hope,  indeed,  that  ev.  ry  inte!!igpnt  -American  will,  in  a  few 
y^ars,  be  fully  convincd  of  ihe  iiicfssily  of  such  works  to  promoto 
theraiional  wtalth.and  his  imlividnal  interest.  Such  eonvlciion, 
must  arise  froni  that  habit  of  rrflection  whicU  accompanies  the  re- 
publican iiriiiciple,  and  points  out  th?ii-  true  infrest  on  subjects 
of  political  economy.  Fioiii  such  reHectioiis  ^irises  tlifir  hive  of 
agrtcniture  and  (lie  useful  arts,  knowing  them  to  atigincnt  tbo 
riches  ^ori  happiness  if  the  nation;  heiice  also  thrir  dislike,  to 
sJaurtingiKiOiifs  and  military  navies, as  being  the  meins  of  increas- 
ing the  p-nptirtlon  of  nonpvoductive  individuals,  whose  labor  i> 
iiot  oi;ly  lust,  hut  who  must  ht  suoporte'  out  of  the  ))roduce  of 
the  indnstrious  inhabit;. as,  and  diininish  tlieir  etjoyuieuts. 

Such  right  lliioking  dues  preat  houcjr  to  our  nation,  and  leads 
forward  to  tilt  highest  possible  state  of  civilization,  by  dirfct- 
iiigthe  )xi«  rs  of  tn.on  Irom  iisei(  ss  and  di  striictive  occupations, 
to  piirsuiis  w!iic!i  niuUlply  the  productions  of  n.siful  labor,  and 
Creati-  alninils'ice. 

'I'boiigb  «iiib  priT'cii>h'S  ncfnaf*  our  citi/r-os.  th'  y  are  not  yet. 
in  ;  very  ior-laiice,  awiie  of  tiieir  bisl  iiit  rests;  nor  can  it 
he  exp'  i-ted  tliRt  they  slioub!  peici  ive  at  eice  (lie  ai'vant.Tges  of 
l!'ose  plans  of  iiiiprovemelil  wliich  are  still  ntw  in  this  Country 
Hence  the  most  w^.  ful  woiUn  have  sonif  times  betn  opposed;  and 
ve  are  not  without  exainpls  of  men  bi-ing  elected  into  tliL  stste 
Jr-gislatoris  for  the  expreis  purpose  of  iivr^mting  roads,  canals 
and  brii'gis  hei.ig  ronslriicti  d.  But  in  so'h  trn.rs  ot  judgment 
cur  coiii'.tryiTien  have  net  been  singular.  Allien  a  bill  was  brought 
imo  the  Eiiiisb  parliampiit,  fifty  3'»firs  ago,  to  establish  turnpike 
r.iads  tlminpliout  the  kingdnm,  the  inhahitanls,  (or  forty  niiles 
roiir.d  London,  petitionrd  aiTainsI  such  roads;  their  urgiiniints 
>v>-re.  tliat  gond  roads  Wnijld  enable  the  farmers  of  the  interior 
touiury  to  biioe' thiir  produce  to  Ihe  l.cTidon  ini>r!%eT.  cheaper 
tll8<i  they  v.be  liv.d  iKaier  t!'e  city. and  paid  liitlii  r  r.vr.l;  that  the 
Iriarket  wocld  be  ovtistocl.(  d;  the  prici  s  diminished  and  Ciey 
tillable  to  pay  their  rent,  or  obtain  a  li\ing.  Ihe  good  sense  of 
Varlianieiil.  bowerev,  pr»vailed;  the  roads  wrre  made,  the  jiopu- 
latioii  nnd  commerce  of  London  increased,  the  demand  for  produce 
i;'cr  ased.Bud  he  wht  livet]  nearest  to  London,  still  had  a  suptrior 
!idv,ii)t:ure  in  the  mail^et. 

Ill  like  n'ai.nev.  I  hope  l!ie  good  sense  of  our  legislature  will 
I'livaii  o^er  tli«  ipnorance  and  prejudice  which  may  still  e>ist 
pguinst  canals.  And  In  iv  an  iinpornint  question  occurs,  wliicb 
H  n.ay  be  proper  to  j.Mimine  with  some  attention  in  this  early 
Efiyi  of  our  public  Impio^- meiils.— wletln  r.  as  a  sjstein,  we 
fbt  old  prefer  canaU  to  turPirii^e  roads?  Our  habits  are  in  favor  ot 
t  ads;  and  f  w  of  us  have  coi-reived  any  bilKr  method  ufop'iiiug 
te.i,iiir,!Mics(iy"S  to  the  various  psrts  of  the  states.  But  ill  China 
md  Holland,  canals  arc  triire  numeidus  than  roails;  in  those  coun- 
tries t':e  inhabitants  are  accustomed  to  see  all  tliiir  productions 
carriu'  either  on  natnial  or  artificial  canals,  and  they  uonld  he 
f)s  ni.icli  at  a  loss  to  know  liow  vVe,  as  a  civili/.ei!  pi  opie,  cuuld  do 
without  such  means  of*  conveyance,  as  we  are  surprised  ><  their 
j>ersevi  ranee  and  ingenuity  in  making  them.*  England,  Fiance, 
Olid  the  print  ipal  states  of  Europe,  commenced  their  iqiprove- 
fneiils  with  roads;  but  as  the  science  of  the  engineer  improved, 

•  1  he  royal  caral  from  Canton  to  PeKin,  is  825  miiss  long,  its 
J,iradtlj  I'.liy  feet,  itsi]eiUtu;at;fi.tt. 


and  civilization  advanced,  canals  were  introduced,  and  EnglaiM 
and  France  are  i:ow  mnkiog  every  exertion  to  get  the  whole  of 
their  iienvy  prodiictiuus  watei-lxirne,  for  they  have  become  sensi- 
ble of  the  vast  superiority  of  canals  over  roads. 

Oor  system  perhaps  ought  to  ciiibracs  them  both:  canals  for  the 
long  carriage  of  the  wholo  materials  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tiiiys.ainl  roads  for  travelling  and  the  more  nniuerous  communi- 
calions  of  the  wiuntry.  With  tliesf;  two  modes  in  contemplation, 
wlidi  |)ublic  money  is  to  be  expended  with  a  view  to  the  greatest 
good,  we  should  now  consider  which  object  is  entitled  to  our  first 
attention.  Shall  we  begin  with  canals,  which  will  carry  the  far- 
mer's produce  cbe.Tji  to  market,  and  return  him  merdiandize  at 
reduced  prie<  s?  Or  shall  we  first  make  roads  to  aceommodate 
travellers,  and  let  the  [jrodiicc  of  our  farms,  mines  and  forests, 
labor  under  such  heavy  expenses  that  they  cannot  come  to  mar- 
ket.' 

To  tlirow  some  light  oil  this  interesting  question,  I  will  bas«  my 
calculations  on  the  I.ancister  turnpike  road.  There  the  fair  expe- 
riment has  been  made  to  penetr:ite  from  Philadelphia  to  the  inte- 
rior country,  and  the  mode  of  calculation  here  give-n  will  serve  for 
drawing  comparisons  on  the  utility  of  roads  aiid  canals,  for  atltlie 
great  leading  communications  of  America. 

From  Ph-lai!(ilphia  to  the  Susquehannah  at  Columbia,  is  74 
miles;  that  road,  if,  lam  rightly  iif  ir;u':d,  cost  on  an  average,  fi.OOO 
doll.irs  a  mile,  or  444,000  for  the  whole.  On  it,  from  Columbia 
to  Philadelphia,  a  barrel  of  flour,  say  2C0  weight,  pays  one  dollar 
carriage.  A  broatl  wlieeled  wagg'  n  carries  thirty  barrels  «r  three 
tons,  aiej  pays  lor  turnpike  three  dollars;  thus  for  each  ton  carricil 
the  rurnqikt*  eoinpaii)'  receives  only  one  dollar- 

I  will  now  suppose  a  canal  to  have  been  cut  from  Philadelphia, 
to  Columbia,  and  its  windings  to  make  loo  niihs,  at  ] 5,000  dol- 
lars* a  mile, or  tiir  the  whole  1.500,000  dollars.  On  such  a  cana), 
unc  vwn.  one  bu}i  and  /wise,  won  id  coiiviy  2S  toiia  20  miles  a  day,"*" 
on  which  the  following  would  be  the  expenses: 
One  man,     -  •  -  .  -  .•  100 

Out;  horsd  -  •  .  .  •  .  -100 

One  boy,        -•.....  so 

Tolls  for  repairing  the  canal,  .  -  .  .  .      I  CO 

Tolls  f»<r  passing  locks,  inclined  planes,  tunnels  and  aqneducts.  1  00 
Interest  on  the  wear  of  the  boat,   -  .  •  .  .50 

Total,     -  -  •     5  00 

This  is  equal  to  20  cents  a  ton  for  20  iniles.  and  no  more  than 
one  dollar  a  tou  for  100  noiles,  instoad  of  ten  dollars  paid  by  the 
road.  Coii«pc|Uently  for  each  tou  carried  from  Columbia  to  Phila- 
delphi.i,  on  thecBind,  ihecon)p;iny  raighrtakea  toll  of  six  dollars, 
instead  of  o'.ie.  \\  hich  is  now  got  hy  the  road;  and  Ui.iii  the  flour 
would  arrive  at  philadeiobia  for  9<ven  dollars  a  ton,  instead  of  ten. 
which  it  new  pnvs.  The  merchandize  would  also  arrive  at  Coliiiu- 
bia,  from  Philadelphia,  for  three  dollars  a  ton  less  than  is  now 
paid;  which  chrai)  carriage,  both  ways,  would  not  only  benijit  the 
farmer  and  mercliaiit,  but  would  draw  more  commerce  on  the 
canal,  than  now  moves  on  the  road,  and  thereby  add  to  the  pro- 
fits of  the  company. 

But,  to  pruced  with  my  calculations,.  I  will  su|>pose  that  exactly 
the  same  iinmbir  of  tons  wooli!  move  on  the  canal  that  are  now 
transporteil  hy  the  rrad.  Again,  let  it  be  supposed  that  at  one 
dollar  a  ton  tin' tnrnpike  company  gains  five  percent.  p':raiiuuia 
on  their  caoital  of  444,010  dollars,  ur  '2.200  doll Ai's,  consequently  , 
22,?00  tons  most  becarri'd.  winch  at  six  dollars  a  ton,  to  tlie  com- 
pany would  have  given  fiJ.irn  dollarsn  year,  or  8  1-2  per  cent. 
lor  their  canital  of  1,500.000  dnllars, 

T  he  reason  of  this  vast  difference  in  the  expense  of  carriage 
by  roads  or  ct'imls,  will  '  e  ohvinns  to  any  one  who  will  take  the 
Ironhle  to  r*fitct,  that  on  a  road  o1  the  b'  st  kind,  four  horses,  and 
•nniftimes  five,  ar-;  necissary  to  transport  only  three  tons.  On  a 
canal  one  horse  will  draw  25  tons,  and  tints  perlbrm  the  work  of 
40  horses;  the  saving  therefore  is  in  the  vainu  of  the  hnrs's,  their 
feeding,  shoeing,  gei  r.  waggui':s.  and  ati'iidauce.  These  facts 
should  induce  coinpasiies  to  cotisider  well  their  interest,  whtn  cou- 
tem]ilaiingau  enterprise  of  this  sort,  and  «  h.at  would  be  theirpro- 
tits.  not  only  io  interest  liir  their  capital,  but  the  benefit  which 
their  lands  would  receive  by  the  cheap  carriage  of  manure  and  of 
their  productious. 

In  considering  the  profit  to  accrue  to  a  company  from  a  canal 
iiis'vad  of  roids,  there  is  another  important  calculation  to  be  made, 
and  lor  that  |.urpose  I  wit!  procei  "4  with  tbe  Lancaster  turn/ike, 
siipoosing  it  to  exl  lid  to  Piti«hiirg.  320  miles.  On  which  tli':;  car- 
riage biiligat  the  rule  iiyw  paid  from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia, 
tlm  is  ten  chillars  a  ton  for  7  1  miles,  the  ton  from  Pittsburg, 
w.  Ill  Id  ainmini  to  4.^  dollars,  at  which  price  a  barrel  of  flour  would 
Cost  four  dollars  in  c  tni  nj.^,  an  expense  wliich  excludes  it  from  the 
market.  Thus  grain, ,ih.  i.iosl  imuortaiit  and  ahuiulint  production 
of  our  interior  country,  and  which  should  giie  vicor  to  our  maiiii- 
faciores,  is  sliul  upin  the  districts  must  favoralle  to  itsc  iiltnii ;  or 
to  render  it  portable,  and  ciinvert  it  intoeash,  it  must  be  dislill-d 
to  brutalize  and  poison  society.  In  like  manner  all  heavy  arlichs 
of  liltl'-  m._;jied  value,  can  only  move  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
100  mills;  but  were  a  canal  made  tli«  whole  distance,  and  by  one  or 
niore  companies,  tiny  might  arrange  tbe  tolls  in  the  following 
manner.  BO  as  i"o  favor  the  loiiir  carriage  ol  heavy  articles. 

't'lie  expense  of  man.  hoy,  and  hors.  .as  before  staled,  would  cost 
oiilv  three  dollars  to  boat  one  ton  of  Hour,  300  niiles,  this  is  thirty 


•On  averaging  the  canals  of  America,  15,000  dollars  a  mile  will 
be  iibondantly  sorticient  to  cuiistruct  tlicni  in  tbe  best  manner, 
particularly  if  made  on  the  inclined  plane  principle,  with  small 
boats,  each  earn  ing  six  tons. 

tOne  horse  \vill  draw,  on  a  canal,  from  2i  to  50  tons,  20  miles 
in  one  day.     1  have  stated  the  least  they  ever  do.  and  the  highest 
rate  of  charges,  that  liu  deception  may  euftr  lulu  these  calcula- 
tions. 
.1 
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cents  a  barrel;  suppose  then,  that  the  company  receive  70  cents  a 
barrel,  or  seven  dollars  a  ton,  tlour  could  then  come  from  Vitts- 
bureh  to  Philadelphia  for  one  dollar  a  barrel,  the  sum  \yh\cb  it 
now  paid  from  Columhia;  thus  the  canal  company  would  gam  seven 
dollars  a  ton,  by  a  trade  which  could  never  move  through  a  road  ol 
equal  length.  Hrre  we  see  that  on  canals  the  tolls  may  be  so  ar- 
ranged  as  to  draw  to  th^m  articles  oflittle  moined  value,  and  it 
would  be  th;  interest  of  the  company  or  «orapau\e6,to  make  such 
regulations.  But  on  turnpike  roads.  Do  such  accommodation  oJ 
charges,  in  proportion  to  distance,  can  be  effected,  because  of  the 
number  of  horses  which  cannot  be  dispensed  w.vb."  Even  were 
the  roads  made  at  the  public  exuenie,  and  toll  liee,  still  ihe  car- 
riage of  one  ton,  for  three  henilred  miles,  would  cost,  at  least,  35 
<lollars.  But  were  canals  madf  at  the  public  expense,  and  ne 
other  toll  demand^l  than 'should  be  sufilcient  to  kwep  thera  in 
repair,a  ton  in  boating  and  toll'!  would  only  cost  three  dollars  for 
300  ruiles;  and  iiir  ihirty-tive  dolbrs,  the  sum  which  must  be  paid 
to  carry  one  ton  300  miles  on  the  best  of  roads,  it  could  be  baat«d 
iUrce  thousand  fve  hunilred  nnks,  and  draw  resources  from  the 
«entre  of  this  vast  continent.  . 

But  striking  as  this  comparison  is,  1  will  still  extend  it.  The 
merihandi/.e  which  cau  bnarthe  expnse  of  carriage  on  onr  pre- 
sent roads  to  Pittsburg,  JKentncky,  Tonness«e,  or  any  other  dis- 
tance of  300  ;iiil'.s,nnd  which  for  that  distance  pays  1»0  dollars  a 
toil,  could  beboati<l  on  canals,  ffri  thousand  miles  for  thrit  sum. 

A?  thi-sc  calculations  are  foundvd  on  facts  which  will  not  hi;  de- 
nied by  anv  mie  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  uanals,  it  is  the 
iiit»jiest  of  every  man  of  lande<]  property,  and  particularly  of  the 
farmers  oftliti  back  countries.that  canals  should  be  immediately  con- 
strucMlaud  lend-redasiiumfrous  as  the  funds  of  the  nation  will 
permit,  oud  'h-  present  population  retpiirts;  and  as  the  inhabitants 
multiplv  most  towards  the  iuteiior,  aiid  must  exte.iul  westward  , 
Eiill  Mov.iig  more  distant  from  the  ii>a  const,  and  the  miu-ket  for 
tlieiiprodiice,  it  is  gcjod  policy  andrij^lit  that  ca^iaU  should  follow 
tliycn.  In  25  years,  our  po()ulation  will  amount  to  I'uurteeii  millions; 
two'thirds  of  whom  will  spread  over  the  west-rn  countries.  Sup- 
;?os>-  then,  that  3.500,000  dollars  wtre  annually  apnripriated  to 
canals, sMch  a  sum  wouM  pay  for  300  milts  ot  canal  eaeli  year,  and 
in  twenty  \ears  we  should  hav  0000  miles  circulating  thiongli, 
and  ptnetraiing  into  tlie  interior  of  th  ■  diiP-rent  states;  tiiirli 
lU'i'S.  tliough  seemingfy  laig'',aud  such  works,  though  nppar-i'tly 
stupwiilous,  are  not  mor  ■  than  suti'icitnt  to  kt-c.  p  pace  with  the 
rapid  increase  of  our  popuUtion,  to  open  a  market  and  carry  to 
tvery  district  such  foreign  artichs  «s  we  near  the  coast  enjoy. 
With  this  view  of  the  sii'.ijeuM,  arises  a  political  question  of  the  ut- 
most iBKqrilude  to  these  slatrs— which  is— 

Tliatas  our  siatinnal  d-bt  di.nijiishes.and  the  treasury  incren?.s 
in  surplus  reveiiO',  will  It  not  be  the  best  interest  of  the  people  to 
continue  the  pn-sini  'uiies  on  imports,  and  expejid  the  products 
in  national  improve  'ipents? 

To  iKustrat.  this  ques'ion,  I  will  State  some  examples  of  the 
rate  of  duti'-sand  ili.<  expense  of  carriage,  to  prove  that  by  kec|>- 
ing  on  thu  d»ti'<  and  making  canals  witii  therevfnne,  goods  in  a 
great  number  of  instances  will  bi-cheaptu- tothe  coosnuier,  than  by 
taking  off  the  duties,  and  leaving  the  tivnsport  to  roads. 

FIRST  EXAMPLE: 
Brown  sugar  pays  in  duty,  two  and  an  half  cents  a  lb.  or  for 

100  lb.  -  -  -  -  •  -  .         2  50 

It  jJajs  for  waggoning  300  miles,  -  -  •  S  CO 

Total,  dnlls.  7  50 

By  ibe  can-oltit  would  cost  in  boating  tifteeii  cents, for  300  miks; 
consequently  tlie  boating  and  duty  would  a'uount  to  two  dollars 
and  sisty'fivp  ciiits;  thutlure,  by  keeping  on  tluibuyMud  making 
canals,  sugar  would  urriv.;  at  tlie  interior,  3oO  milts,  for  two  dol- 
lars and  tbirty-fiva  ceiits  the  hundred  weight  cheaper,  than  if  the 
duties  were  taken  off,  and  the  transport  It  It  to  roads. 

SKCOND  EXAMPK: 
One  hnsh.-l  of  salt,  weighing  501b.  |iaid  in  duty,  0  20 

To  carry  it  300  uiiies  by  roads,  the  expense  is  2  50 

Total,  dolls.  2  70 

By  the  caml  it  would  cost  for  btiating  300  miles,  seven  and  a 
half  Cfiits.  By  keeping  on  the  duti«s,  and  Juaking  tke  canals.  It 
would  arrive  to  ihe  interior  consumir  at  two  dollar*  thirty-two 
and  an  half  cents  the  bushel  cheaper  than  were  the  duties  taken 
off,  and  the  transport  hft  to  roads. 

THIKDKX  AMPLE: 
Molasses  pays  five  cents  a  galloinluty,  tills  is  for  1001b.  0  7J 

It  l>ays  fur  w.iggoning  300  miles,  J  CO 

Total,  dolls,  t  75 

By  the  canal,  the  carriage  would  cost  fiffeen  cents,  and  it  wouM 
arrive  at  the  int'-ri'ir,  at  four  dollars  and  ten  cents  ths  linndrrd 
^yeight,  gr  twenty-seven  cents  a  gallon  ebtapei-  than  were  the  du- 
ties taken  off,  and  til.?  transport  left  to  ro.ads. 
■  Numerous  other  articles  might  b*-  stated  to  shew  that  the  real 
mode  of  ivnd  ring  them  cheap  to  the  interior  eousumer,  is  to  keep 
on  the  duties  and  facilitate  tlie  carriage  with  the  funds  so  raiseil. 
These,  li'iwcv.-r,  may  be  cousidertd  as  partial  bemtits,  and  not 
suflieitiKly  jj  neral  to  warrant  keeping  on  tha  duties.  But  there 
»3  a  point  of  vi'-w  in  whicii  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  the  advan- 
t  igts  are  general,  and  will  be  fi;lt  throughout  every  part  of  the 
Males.  It  is  by  reducing  the  expense  ol  nil  kinds  of  carriage, 
and  thus  econoniisi- to  tach  inlivliiual  more  tliau  he  now  pays  in 
duly  on  thefoieign  articles  which  he  c  J  iisumes. 

_  *In  my  work  on  small  canals, publislnsl  in  I7yfi,page  110,  there 
IS  a  table  sin  wing  a  njude  of  ivgulaiing  the  boating  and  tonnage, 
in  such  manner,  iliat  a  ton  may  be  transport' <1  1,300  miles,  iot  five 
dollars.  Yet  liy  ibis  mithod  canal  companies  wuulil  i^'ain  iliuif 
toll  than  by  any  other  means  yel  piactis.d. 


FOR  EXAMPLE: 

Wood,  for  fuel,  Jsan  .irticle  of  the  first  necessity;  it  cannot  bear 
the  expt4nse  of  transport  twenty  miles  on  roads;  at  that  distance,  it 
is  shut  out  from  the  market,  and  the  price  of  fuel  is  consequently 
raised  the  amount  of  the  carriage;  vi^ere  a  cord  of  wood  carried  39 
miles  on  roads,  it  would  pay  for  waggoning  at  least  three  dollars'; 
on  a  canal  it  would  pay  twenty  CBiits;  xhwi,  on  only  one  cord  of 
woo<l,  there  is  an  econoiuy  oT  two  dollars  and  eighty  cents,— which 
economy  would  pay  the  duty  on  fourteen  poniitls  of  tea,  at  twelltv 
oents  the  lb.  duty; 

Or  HO  pounds  of  sugar,  at  tvvo  cents  the  lb.  duty; 

Or    46  pounds  of  coffit,  at  fiv>-  cunts  the  lb.  duty. 

Or    14bu5heIsof  salt.  at20c?nr«  the  bushel  duty; 

Or    S*)  gallons  of  inobns«s, at  five  c-nts  tlic  gallon  i^uty. 

I  will  now  suppose  a  city  of  .SOjOOO  inhabitants,  who,  for  theit' 
household  and  other  uses,  will  eonsn me  50,100  cords  a  year,  orv 
whicli  there  would  be  an  cc'momy  of  140,000  dollars,  a  sum  in  all 
probability  equal  to  the  duties  paid  by  the  inhabitants.  For  the 
duties, divided  on  the  whole  of  American  people,  are  but  two  dol- 
lars and  twenty-flight  to  fach  individual.  Hera  I  have  estimated 
ejicli  person  to  pay  two  dollRi*s  and  eighty  cents;  yet  this  estimate 
is  made  on  one  cord  of  wood  to  each  inhihitant  of  a  city;  were  1 
to  calculate  the  economy  on  the  carriage  of  building  timber,  lime, 
sand,  bricks,  stone,  iron,  flour,  corn,  provisions  and  materials  of 
all  kinds  which  enter  or  go  out  of  a  city,  it  would  be  five  times  this 
sum;  and  thus  the  towns  and  cities  ar.-  to  he  henefittpd.  The  !ai^ 
mer  or  miller,  who  liv*  s  20  miles  from  »  market,  pay  s  at  least  22 
cents  to  waggon  a  barrel  of  floor  that  distance;  by  the  canal  it 
would  cost  two  o.;nls,  the  economy  would  be  20  cents;  at  100  mile* 
theeconomy  would  be  100  cents,  and  at  LSO  milesit  would  be  150 
cents;  beyond  this  distance  Hour  cannot  come  to  market  by  roads; 
yet  atthisdisfcaiiea  the  economy  of  150  ceutson  the  carriage  of  ont 
barrel  of  flour,  would  pay  the  duty  on 

7   1-2  ponnds  of  tea; 

Or  75  pounds  of  sugar; 

Or  30  pounds  of  coffee; 

Or  7  1-2  bushels  of  salt; 

Or  30  gallons  of  molasses. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  b.'uefits  arising  from  a  good  system  of  ca- 
nals, are  gen'-ral  and  mutual.  Therefor,  should  peace,  and  th*- 
reduction  of  Ihe  national  debt,  givt  an  overHowing,!  hope  you,  and 
the  m:ijority  of  the  Americans,  will  think  wllh  me  that  the  duties 
sh.MiM  not,  he  taken  off,  nor  diminish'd:  fur  such  an  act.  instead  of 
relieving  th"  people,  would  really  opiiress  tlittfn,!^.'  destroying  the 
means  of  reducing  the  expens>'  oftransport,  and  of  opening  to  them  ■ 
a  cle  ap  mode  of  arriving  at  good  niark^-ts. 

To  proceed  with  these  denioirstrationj,  let  us  look  at  the  rich 
productions  of  our  interior  country: 

Wheat,  flour,  uHts,  barley,  beans',  grain  and  pulse  of  all  kinds; 

t^yder.apphs,  frnitsof  all  kinds; 

Salt,  taltel  b-!(f,  iiork  and  otiiir  meats* 

nidus,  tallow,  beeswax; 

Cast  and  forged  iron; 

Pot  and  |)oarl  ashes,  tanners'  hark; 

Tar,  pitch, rosin  and  turpentine; 

Hsmp,  flax  and  wool; 

Plaister  of  paris,  so  necessary  to  our  agriculture; 

Coals,  and  potters'  earth  foi-  our  matmraetur  es;  / 

Marble,  lime  and  ti^nberfor  our  builiiings. 

All  thes<:  articles  are  of  the  first  necessity,  but  few  oftiiem  can 
bear  the  expense,  of  live  dnilars  thv  hundred  weight  to  be  transport- 
ed .300  miles  on  roads.  Yet  they  vvMiiM  cost  in  boating  only  15 
cents  the  hundred  weight,  (or  th.at  distance 

There  is  aMother  gr.  at  ailvantag-- to  .individuals  and  the  nation, 
arising  froni  canals,  wliieh  roads  can  never  give.  It  is  Ihat  wl-.en 
a  canal  runs  tiirongh  a  long  line  of  moun'.ainous  country,  such 
as  the  greater  part  of  the  interior  of  Amnica,  all  the  ground  be- 
low fnr  half  a  injia  or  more  may  be  watend  anil  converted  into 
meadow  and  other  profitable  culture. 

How  much  these  conveniences  of  irrigation  will  add  to  the  pro- 
duce of  agriculliirsand  Ihu  beauties  ol  ii.itnre,  I  leave  to  exjieri- 
cnced  farnii  rs  and  agrienltnral  aocietits  to  calculati  . 

lu  Italy  and  ypain  it  is  the  practice  to  sell  witer  out  ofthe  ca- 
nals, fiir\v  .it,  rim;  in,  adows  and  other  laiils.  In  sneh  ens  stu'iis 
are  put  into  the  eanal.  undy  the  pressor;.'  ofa  certain  li.  ad  of  wa- 
ter, and  suft'ered  to  run  a  given  time  for  a  (ixcd  pnei ;  the  nioni-  a 
thus  gained  add  much  to  the  emoluments  of  the  canal  enm|)aniej. 

Hut  with  all  these  inimense  advantagis,  whitli  canals  give,  it 
may  be  a  question  with  many  individuals,  wlnther  tiiey  can  be 
constructed  in  great  leading  "lines  from  onr  sea  coalt  and  naviga- 
ble rivers,  to  the  frontiers  of  the  s-veral  slates,  or  pass  our  moun- 
tains and  |)enelr.ite  to  ihe  remoiist  parts  of  our  interior  conn  try. 
Should  doubts  arise  on  this  part  iiftlie  Jilan,  I  b.  g  I  ave  lo  sis. 
sure  you  tli.it  there  is  no  dltjieiilty  in  carrying  canals  over  onr 
hitrhest  mountains,  aiid  even  wlierr  nature  has  denied  ns  water. 
For  water  is  always  lo  be  found  in  tlie  v;i||.  vs.  and  the  canal  eiiii 
be  constructed  to  lliu  foot  of  the  ninuntain,  carrjing  the  water 
to  that  situation.  Should  there  be  no  water  on  the  mountain  or 
its  sides,  there  will  be  wood  or  c.ials;  either  or  bolh  of  w.'iicli  can 
be  brought  cheap  to  tlie  works  by  iii.ans  of  the  canal.  Then 
with  steam  engines  the  iinper  ponds  of  eanal  can  be  filled  Croin 
the  lower  h  vels,  and  wiih  the  engines  the  hoats  can,  on  inclined 
planes,  be  drawn  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  eanal.  For  l!ii<> 
mode  of  operating  it  is  n-cissary  to  have  small  boats  of  six  Ions 
each.  Astlie  steam  eiigi.iis  ore  todraw  up  and  let  down  the 
boats  on  inclined  planes,  no  water  is  .irewn  from  the  upoer  level 
of  canal  as  when  locks  are  used.     Const  luently  when  the  upper 


'Animals  are  now  driven  to  market  300  or  more  miles,  at  a  con 
sid  rahle  expense,  and  loss  of  (les'i.  f.ir  two  nrincipal  reasons:  liist, 
the  expense  of  transiiuning  ih.  s.dt  to  the  Ini  rior;  and  si'coud,  t!it 
txpeJise  of  eaiivinij  til!!  aaltcil  meats  to  inuikei. 
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pr>n<'»  liHve been  once  filUd,  it  is  only  uecessary  that  the  engine 
ahoulJ  supply  leakjjje  and  evaporation.  There  is  another  mode 
of  siipi>lyiiig  the  le.ikap'i  iitJ  evapuration  of  the  higher  levels: 
On  the  tops  and  sides  ofmomitaiiis  t)iere  are  hollows  or  ravines 
wtiioh  can  he  l>Hn!iL-<l  at  tlie  lower  extremity,  thus  forming  a  re- 
servoir to  catch  theraiuor  malted  snow.  From  such  reservoirs 
the  pjnd^  or  canil  can  bn  ri-plunished  in  the  dry  months  of  sum- 
inpr.  This  n)o'le  of  reserving  vvater  is  in  practice  in  Enirland 
I'urcanais.and  in  Spain  (or  iirit;atioii.  In  this  manner  I  will  sup- 
suppose  it  necessai^  to  pass  a  mountain  800  feet  high;  then  four 
inclined  planes,  each  of  '^OO  feet  ri'.  -,  would  gain  the  summit,  and 
four  would  descend  on  the  other  sid«.— Total  3  inclined  planes 
find  8  steam  engines.  Kach  steam  eni^ine,  af  12  horsepower, 
vrould  cost  abo'Jt  t,-n  tliousanddolljr.,  in  all  80,000  dollars;  eacti 
would  burn  ahoiit  1 ;  Limh-ls  ol  coat  in  12  hours,  or  9S  busliels  for 
the  8  «ngines  for  one  day's  work. 

The  coals  in  such  situations  may  be  estimated  at  12  cents  a  bush- 
el, or  dolls.  11  S2 
At  each  endue  arid  inclined  plani^  there  mast  be  5  meu 
— total  40  men, at  one  dollar  each,  40 

Total  dolls.  51  S2 

For  this  sum  tli"y  could    pass   500  tons  in  one  day  over  the  3 

inclined  plants,  which  for  each  ton  is  only  10  cents. 

Suppose  the  iiiouiiCain  to  be20  miles  wide,  boatiiig  ibr 

each  ton  would  cost  20  do. 


Total  30  cents 

a  ton  for  passing  over  the  mountain,  which  will  be  more  or  less 
according  to  circumstances.  These  calculations  being  only  intend- 
ed to  remove  any  douliti  which  may  arise  on  the  practicability 
ef  passing  our  moumaius. 

Having  thus,  in  some  degree,  considered  the  advantages  nihich 
canaU  will  produce  in  point  of  wealth  to  indivifluals  and  the 
nation,  I  will  now  consider  tlitir  importance  to  the  union,  and 
and  their  political  cons?<ineJices. 

Fir8t,fitheir  effect  on  raising  the  value  of  the'public  lands,  and 
theroVy  augmeating  the  reveuui'. 

In  all  cases  where  canals  shall    pass  through  the  lands   of  the 
United  States,  and  opvn  a  cheap   communication  to  a  good  mar- 
ket, such  lands  will  rise  in  valuu  for  20  miles  on  each  side  of  the 
canal.  The  farmtr  who  will  reside  20  miles  from  the  canal  can  in 
on«  day  carry  a  I  jad    of  produce    to  its  borders.     And  were  the 
lamlstJOO  miles  from  one  of  our  seaport  towns,  his  barrel  of  Hour,  in 
weight  2O0  lb.  could  lie    curried  that  distance  for  60  cents,  the 
price  which  is  now  paid  to  carry  a  barrel  50  miles  on  the  Lan- 
caster turnpike.     Consequently,  as  relates  to   cheapness  of  car- 
riage, and  easy    access  t  J  rnSrUet,    the  new  lands   which    lie  609 
miles  from  liie  sea  pons,  would  be  of  equal  value  -with  lands  of 
equal  fertility  which  are  io  niileslrom  tliesea  ports.  Dut  not  to  in- 
sist on  their  being  of  so  great  value  until  population  is  as  great, 
it  is  evident  that  Uiey  must  rise  in  value  in  a  3  or  4  fold  degree, 
every  lineal  mile  of  canal  would  accommodate  25,600  acres.   The 
lands  sold  by  the  Ur.ited  States  in  1306,  averaged  about  2  dollars 
an  acre,  and  cfrtainly  every   acre,  accommodated    with  a    canal, 
would  produce  6  dollars;  thus  only  20  miles  of  canal, each  ywr, 
riinuing  through  national  lands,  would  raise  the  value  of  512,000 
acres  at  least  4  dollars  an  acre,  giving  2,048,000  dollars  to  the  trea- 
sury, a  sum  sufiicieut  to  ninke   138  niiles  of  canal.     Had  an  indi- 
vidual soch  a  property,  and  funds  to  construct  canals  to  its  centre, 
lie  certainly  would  do  it  for   his  own    infrest.     The  nation  has 
the  property,  and  the  nation  possesses  ample  funds  for  such  un- 
iltrtakiiigs. 

Second,  on  their  elFtCt  in  cementing  the  union,  at: J  extending 
the  principles  of  conlVdrrated  lepublican  govenimeiit.  Numer- 
ous have  been  the  speciilatiunsoii  the  duration  of  our  union,  and 
intrigues  have  been  practised  to  sever  the  western  from  the  eas- 
tern »tat"-s.  The  opinion  endeovoved  lo  he  inculcated  was,  that  the 
inhabitants  be)  Olid  the  moiiTitaius  were  cm  oti' from  the  niarktt 
of  the  Atlantic  statt-s;  that  consequently  they  had  a  separate  in- 
terest, end  should  use  their  resouries  to  opens  communication 
to  a  market  oliheir  owi:;  that,  remote  from  the  seat  of  goverii- 
ment,  thty  eoiild  nut  enjoy  their  portion  of  advantages  arising 
Irnm  the  union,  ai.d  that  soamr  or  later  they  must  separate  and 
L'overn  for  theuiaulves. 

Otiiers,  by  diawiiig  their  examples  from  European  governments, 
and  the  inuuarchirs  whicli  have  grown  out  ol  the  feudal  habits  ot 
nations  of  warriors,  whose  ruiiids  were  bent  to  the  absolute  pow- 
er of  the  few,  and  the  servile  obedience  of  tha  many,  have  con- 
ceived these  states  of  loo  great  an  extfiit  to  continue  united  under 
a  republican  form  of  government,  and  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  thrv  will  divide  into  little  kingilums,  retrograding  IVoiii 
common  sense  to  ignorance, adopting  all  the  follies  and  baibari- 
tits  whiih  are  every  ('ay  practised  in  the  kinglnms  and  petty 
states  oi  Kiirope.  But  tliost-  w  ho  have  reasoned  in  this  way,  have 
nutritltctLd  that  men  are  the  creatures  ot  haliit,  and  that  their 
habits  as  Will  as  tlisir  intercts  may  be  so  combined,  as  to  makeit 
imposs.bk  to  sepanite  them  wilbuut  falling  baek  into  a  state  ol 
barbarism.  Altiiough  in  ancient  tiiuessume  specks  of  civilization 
liave  been  etl'aired  Oy  hordes  of  uneullivatcd  n.iii,  yet  it  is  re- 
markable that  since  the  iuveiitiua  ol  printing  and  general  ditt'u- 
»ion  of  kiiowh^dge,  no  nation  has  rctrotjrailed  in  science  or  im- 
provfmenls;  norii  it  r««s.jiiable  to  suppose  that  the  Americans, 
whohavc  asinueii,  il'not  more,  inloniiatuii  in  general,  than  any 
otli.r  people,  will  e»i'r  Mli-.mdon  an  ti'lvant.t;;.'  which  Uiey  have 
gained.  E.igli.xJ,  ul.jli  at  one  time  vkas  SrVeii  petty  kingdoms, 
lias  by  habit  Ion;;  been  united  into  one.  bcotlaiid,  hy  aoccession, 
became  united  to  i'^Tigland,  and  is  now  bound  lo  her  Uy  habit,  by 
turnpdie  roads,  ci'.oais  and  reciprocal  interests.  In  like  manner 
sll  the  counties  of  Kiigland,  or  departments  of  France,  are  bound 
to  each  other;  and  when  the  United  States  shall  be  bound  to- 
j;ether  by  canals,  by  cheap  antJ  easy  access  to  m.trUet  in  all  direi;- 


tions,  by  a  sense  of  mutual  interests  arising  from  mutual  inter- 
course and  mingled  commerce;  it  will  be  no  more  possible  tosplit 
them  into  indepeiidrnt  and  separate  gdveriiments,  each  lining 
its  frontiers  witii  fortifications  and  troops,  lo  shackle  their  own 
exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  neighboring  states,  than  it  is 
now  possible  for  the  government  of  England  to  divide  and  form 
again  into  seven  kingdoms. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  bind  the  states  ttjCtberby  the  people's 
interests,  one  of  which  is  to  enable  every  man  to  sell  the  pro- 
duce nf  bis  labor  at  the  best  market  and  purchase  at  the  cheap- 
est. lh>s  accords  with  the  idea  of  Hume,  "that  the  government 
"of  awise  people  would  be  little  more  than  a  system  of  civil  po- 
"lice;  for  the  best  intertst  of  man  is  industry  and  a  free  exchange 
"of  his  labor  for  thj  things  which  he  may  require." 

Oii  this  humane  principle,  what  stronger  bonds  of  union  can 
beiuKfented  than  those  which  enable  each  individual  to  transport 
the  pro<bict  of  his  industry  1^00  miles  tor  60  cents  the  hnnilred 
"tight?  Here  then  ii  a  certain  method  of  securing  the  union  of 
thtt  states,  and  of  rendering  it  as  lasting  as  the  continent  we  in- 
habit. 

It  is  now  eleven  years  that  I  have  had  this  plan  in  contem- 
platioii  for  the  good  of  our  country.  At  the  conclusion  of  iny 
work  on  small  canals,  there  is  a  letter  to  Thoi.  Miffllin,  then  go- 
vernor of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  a  system  of  canals  for 
America.  In  it  I  contemplated  the  time  when  ^■cminls  should  pass 
'Hhroiigli  every  vale,  mind  round  each  hill  and  bind  the  ivhule 
'•country  together  in  the  boudi  of  social  intercourse;'"  and  I  am 
now  happy  to  find  that,  through  the  good  management  of  a  wise 
administration,  a  period  has  arrived  when  an  overflowing  treasu- 
ry exhibits  abundant  resources,  and  points  the  iniud  to  works  of 
such  immense  importance. 

Hoping  speedily  to  see  them  become  favorite  objects  with  the 
whole  American  people, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient, 

ROBERT  FULTON. 
To  Albert  Gallatin,  esq.  tecrctary  of  the  treasury. 
IVashinijton,  Dec.  3,1807. 


in 


OCj^'.Mr.  Gallatin's  report  on  Roads  and  Ciinals  is 
now  cnncliided,  and  room  will  be  afforded  for  other 
articles  also  of  much  vahie  and  considerable  length, 
vvluch  we  design  to  publish.  We  seldom  insert  any 
of  those  very  voluminous  documents  without  being 
tired  of  them  before  they  are  finislied,  though  al- 
ways proud  in  being  able  to  say  thai  they  ure  con- 
tained in  our  work — which  it  is  our  wish  should 
po'tsess  every  paper  desirable  to  the  statesman; 
and,  certainly,  the  llEtiiSTEa  would  liave  been  in- 
complete without  Mr.  Gallatin's  most  able  and  most 
interesting  report  on  roads  and  canals. 

Scraps — about  banks  and  banking. 

Wecin  hardly  open  a  newspaper  without  seem- 
gly  hearing  a  beltowing  aloud  of  "counterfeiters'* 
■•'more  counterfdlers" —"beware  of  counterfeiters'' 
—"forgerv" — "mnre  forgery,"  and  the  like.  Wliat  a 
pity  it  is  that  society  should  be  so  much  demoraliz- 
ed, and  so  villainously  chea'cd,  for  the  bensfit  of 
a  few  dronish  pttper-lords— less  substantial  than 
"men  in  buokrum.'" 

Genuine  unecdute.  I  happened  to  be  in  company 
af^nv  davs  ago,with  a  gentleman  who  is  a  director 
in  one  of  our  local  batik*,  who  observed  that  he  held 
some  stock  in  the  bank  ol  the  United  States  which 
cost  him  one  humlvcd  undffiy  dollars  per  share— on 
v/hich  I  said  to  him,  "yoti  are,  sir,  what  a  Yankee 
would  call  a.' cute  man,  and  you  know  that  2  and 
2  make  4  as  well  as  anvjone:— now  tell  me  candidly, 
why  you  bought  that  stock  at  150S  a  share?"  ♦'Be- 
cause,"  returned  he,  promptly,  "I  expected  to  find 
s„med d  fool  that  would  give  me  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  two  for  it."    But  t!ie  "d d  fools" 


had  bee^    supplied— the    people   began   to  calcu. 
Ute,  and  the  bubble  burst^d. 

If  it  would  not  touch  iiidividuah  too  severely,  I 
could  tell  a  queer  story  about  certain  purchasers 
hypuper,  i>\' paper  stock,  to  the  amount  of  «52.880,000 
—two  millions,  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  of  stock,  bv  about  the  fourth  of  a  dozen  of 
individuals,  at  an  average  price  of  147  dollars  75 
cents  per  share— in  the  hope  that  there  wouW  be 
someof  tlie  sort  of  "fools"  i^isl  above  spoken  ot  to 
take  it  off  Iheir  hands,  at  a  vast  advance. 
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Bank  robbery.  By  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  \n 
Salem,  (Mass.)  to  his  friend  in  this  town,  dated 
August  30,  we  learn  that  tl»e  cashier  and  clerk  of 
the  Essex  bank  lately  eloped,  carrying  with  them 
between  eighty  and  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
cash  belonging  to  the  Essex  (Saleao)  bunk.  A 
few  days  had  been  spent  in  counting  the  money  left 
in  the  vault,  but  the  amount  missing  had  not  been 
ascertaiiied.  {Orange  Co.  Gaz. 

[We  also  have  heard  this  story  of  a  geatleman 
direct  from  Salem—where  it  was  understood,  that 
a  large  special  deposite  in  gold,  (or  money)  wa» 
among  the  spoils  carried  oil".  But  the  Salem  papers 
have  been  ffilent  on  the  subject:— this  is  "manage 
mem."]  En-  Rkg. 

Presentment.  The  grand  jury  of  Jasper  county, 
Geo.  for  August  term,  1318,  presented.to  the  court 
as  follows: 

"We  look  on  the  banking  system,  except  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  national  bank  and  its  branches,  as 
the  root  of  an  evil  which  threatens  great  mischief, 
inconvenience  and  injustice,  in  the  state  of  Georgia 
as  well  as  in  the  United  States.  A'iewing  it  (as  we 
earnestly  do)  as  a  grievance  and  very  great  evil, 
we  have  earnestly  to  recommend  to  our  next  legis- 
lature, to  not  only  avoid,  v/iUi  the  greatest  care, 
favoring  an  increase  of  the  banks  and  branch  banks 
of  this  state,  :;nd  renewing  charters  to  banks  at 
present  established,  but  further  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  prevent  the  same." 

[Thi.=  is  very  well — in  part.  The  worthy  gentle- 
men  of  the  grand  jury  had  not  heard  of  the  late 
"equalization  of  exchange!"] 

It  -zuill go  on.  We  are  authorised  to  assure  the 
democratic  republicans  of  this  district,  that  «/?  the 
candidates  on  the  "regularly  nominated  democra- 
tic republican  delegation  ticket,"  are  not  only  in 
favor  of  taxing  the  bank  of  the  United  States — but 
also  in  favor  of  some  legislative  provision,  by  which 
all  the  chartered  banks  of  Pennsylvania  will  be 
compelled  to  live  up  to  the  spirit  of  tlieir  charters, 
by  actually  paying,  on  all  occasions,  specie  for 
their  notes — by  which  means  the  people  will  no 
longer  be  either  shaved  or  s-Mudled — Pittsburg 
Statesman. 

["Federalists"  are  as  well  interested  In  this  thing 
as  "democrats;" — it  is  a  matter  in  which  all  honest 
men  may  rightfully  unite.] 

From  the  Westmoreland  TiepxiblicMi. — Mr,  Wise, 
You  are  requested  to  state  in  your  paper,  that  the 
democratic  republican  candidates  for  congress  and 
assembly,  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  taxing  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  are  also  favorable  to  the 
adoption  of  such  measures,  as  will  compel  the 
chartered  banks  of  this  state  to  render  justice  to 
the  public  by  redeeming  their  notes  with  specie, 
when  demanded.         A  citi::en  of  Westmoreland. 

(Cr'The  like  is  doing  in  many  other   quai-ters.  I  George  Williams,  Bait 
Tor  or  against  the  "paper  system,"  is  the  question]  Robert  Ralston 
in  several  states.  It  is  resolved  to  reform  or  break 
down  the  maaufiictory  of  paper  money;  one  or  the 
other  must  be  done — and,  1  repeat  it,  the  sooner  the 
better. 

The  Chillicothe  Supporter  of  Aug.  36,  says— It  is 
stated  on  the  authority  of  gentlemen  from  Cincin- 
nati, that  the  United  States  branch  bank  at  that 
place,  has  called  on  the  other  banks  for  the  balance 
due  the  branch  of  about  700,000  dollars,  in  requisi- 
tions of  20  per  cent,  every  thirty  days — being  only 
S  140,000  every  month.  [Owing  the  money,  they 
ought  to  pay  it.] 

One  of  the  writers  In  a  Chillicothe  paper  says, 
that  upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars  were  expend- 


travel  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
a  branch  of  the  United  States  bank!  Dr.  Franklia 
would  call  this  "paying  too  dear  for  the  wbi.stle." 

Another  paper  states  the  singular  fact,  that  the 
notes  ofo/ie  /ia//'of  the  banks  lately  chartered  by 
that  state,  are  refused  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  state  taxes!  The  number  of  the  banks  In 
Ohio  whose  notes  are  thus  refused,  is  sixteen.  Quos^ 
qne  tandem — 

The  Harrisburg,  (Pa.)  Republican  says—  \t  one 
single  court,  at  the  last  May  court,  alone,  the  Har- 
risburg bank  brought  suits  against  upwards  of  one 
hundi'td  persons,  for  not  more  than  forty  debts. 

The  Boston  Yankee,  noticing  the  organization  of 
the  branch  of  the  United  States  bank  at  that  place 
remarked,  in  January  1817,— "that  it  was  under  the 
control  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Uaut- 

FOnn  COKVENTION." 

"XAKK  AKT  Sn.VPK  BUT  TKAt" 

Fro7n  the  Enquirer. 
The  mother  bank  of  the  United  State''  has  come 
to  the  extraordinary  resolution  of  refusing  to  re- 


ceive the  notes  of  its  own  offices,  except  "m  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  "  The 
stale  banks  of  Philadelphia  have  properly  followed 
suit,  and  will  no  longer  receive  the  no^es  of  these 
branches.  All  the  state  banks  should  adopt  tiie 
same  example — and  no  notes  ought  to  be  received 
but  those  of  the  contiguous  br.inch.  For,  the 
United  States  bank,  except  as  it  relates  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  is  thus  cut  up  in  the  circuhtion  of  its 
paper  Into  a  series  of  separate  independent  bnnks. 
What  now  becomes  of  the  boasted  ailvantages, 
promised  from  this  mammoth  institution,  in  equal- 
izing the  rate  of  exchange  between  different  parts 
of  the  country?  The  United  State*  bank  paper 
will  also  fluctuate  in  its  value — and  may  be  below 
par  in  different  places,  for  the  same  rea''on,  thougl^ 
n9t  in  the  same  ratio,  as  the  paper  of  the  stale 
banks.  To  this  complexion  has  this  unconstitu- 
tional institution  came  at  last! 

From  the  Aurora. 
Mr.  Dnane. — It  is  requested  by  a  friend  of  the 
public,  that  the  names  of  the  president,  directors 
and  cashier  of  the  bank  of  tke  United  States  be 
published,  for  the  injnry  they  have  done  the  com- 
munity, by  holding  out  false  colors,  in  i.isuing  their 
branch  '  notes,  and  paying  the  same  at  their  banking 
house  in  Philadelphia,  for  checks,  and  after-.ourds  -e- 
fusing\to  take  the  same  in  payment  of  notes  or  on  deposit, 
except  for  duties  payable  to  the  Uitited  States.  T(» 
wit: 

DIRECTOnS  OF  THE  HAKK  OF  THE  CMTED  STATES. 

WittiAM  Jo,'<5i;s,  president. 
JowATHAN  SjttiTH,  cashler. 


Pierce  Butler 
Walter  B»wne,  N.  Y. 


Chandler  Price 
Thomas  M.  Willing 
James  C.  Fisher 
John  Connelly 
Dennis  A.  Smith,  Bait. 
John  Holilen 
John  Donnel,  Bait. 
Thomas  Leiper 


Cadwallader  Evans,  jun. 
Samuel  Wetherill 
Thomas  M'Enen 
John  Savage 
John  Goddard 
John  Bolton,  Savannah 
Henry  Clay,  Kentucky* 
John  Sergeant 
Nathl.  Prince,  N.  York. 
John  Coulter 
Joshua  L'ppincott 
John  Lisle 


f  d  by 


the  bank  of  Chillicothe,  in  paying  agents  to 


*We  publish  this  list  cheerfully;  but  it  is  a  duty 
which  we  owe  to  truth  and  justice,  to  state  a  fact 
concerning  a  gentleman,  who  not  being  present  to 
do  himself  justice,  though  we  have  neither  personal 
acquaintance  nor  correspondence  with  him,  tior 
any  friend  of  his,  to  stale  the  fact.    Mr.  Clay,  of 
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From  the  same. 

The  great  bank — is  making  great  havock  among 
Gome  of  its  supporters;  the  state  of  business  and 
eirfiulalion  was  never  perhaps  in  a  more  deplorable 
state  than  at  this  moment. — The  banking  system  has 
fairly  or  foully  banked  out  every  species  of  industry 
—but  shaving!  and  even  that  has  become  a  monopoly. 

The  blessings  of  a  bank  of  35,00'),000  »re  n  .w 
felt  along  with  tlie  kindred/ar<^  banks;  the  sheriff's 
in  all  parts  of  the  state  owe  gratitude  to  the  authors 
of  the  banks. 

It  is  calculated  that  three  parts  out  of  seven  of 
the  farms  in  the  neiglihorhood  of  banks  in  this  state 
— JTO  tiirough  the  sherijTs  mill. 

Mv  Qninc^y  said  power  travels  westward;  the 
banks  of  this  state  have  swelled  tlie  stream  of  emi- 
gration enorTTOiisly;  those  farmers  wiio  exchanged 
their  lands  for  paper,  and  paid  the  paper  in  dis- 
co'.mts — travel  ivesttvard/asi. 

The  J^'aiional  Intelligencer  observes — We  pub- 
lished  without  remark,  a  day  or  two  a.Sfo,  a  circular 
from  the  bank  of  the  Uniied  Stntes  announcing  the 
deter.nination,  .■.f>.er  th^t  d:'.y,  to  refuse  to  receive 
the  notes  of  any  of  its  branches.  A  circular,  issued 
by  the  branch  at  New  York,  and  just  come  to  hand, 
developes  another  feature  of  a  system,  the  annun- 
ciation of  which  lia-S  greatly  surprised,  and  will  pro- 
bably considerably  agitate  the  community.  If  the 
objects  of  this  mer»-ire,  tlie  first  effect  of  which  is 
to  prodnce  inconvenience,  a'td  generate  distrust, 
were  explained  as  publicly  as  tlie  fuct  is  kno'vn, 
such  an  exposition  would  h*ve  a  tendency  to  tran- 
quil»ze  the  public  mind.  If  the  necessity  of  it  be 
shewn,  the  good  sense  of  the  community  will  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  if,  whatever  'cinpar.Tiy  inconve- 
nience it  may  produce.  Rut,  «'e  canno?  but  think, 
the  necessity  must  be  strong,  1o  ju.'?tify  a  step  which 
has  immediately  placed  the  paper  of  the  bank,  and 
of  all  its  br.inches,  at  a  discotint  proportioned  to 
tlie  dist.ance  from  the  placa  at  which  it  is  pay.ible; 
for,  as  fir  as  we  have  heard,  the  state  banks  have 
promptly  followed  the  example  set  by  the  United 
States  bank,  of  discrediting  the  paper  of  its  own 
branches.  AV'ithout, however,  attemptingany  thing 
like  a  decision  on  tho  necessity  or  justice  of  this 
proceeding,  we  should  be  pleased  to  see  the  grounds 
of  it  explained. 

"shave  TOU  for  a  PESST — "W.VIK  IX  RE!TTLF.MEx!" 

HATK8  OF  shaving!     The  JVational  I/itelUgericer  of 
a  subsequent  date,  sajs — 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  determination  of 
tlie  bank  of  tlie  United  States  to  refuse  to  receive 
its  ov.'n  notes  and  tiioseofits  branches  in  payment 
or  on  deposit,  except  at  the  bank  or  Ijranches  from 
wliicli  Ihey  issued,  would  have  the  effect  to  i-educe 
below  par  all  the  paper  of  all  the  brandies  except 
in  the  places  at  which  it  issued.  Perhaps,  however, 
a  more  recent  measure  of  the  bank  (of  the  branch 
at  Washington,  at  leasi)  may  hare  the  beneficial  ef 
feet  of  counteracting  that  tendency.  It  is  under- 
stood tliat  the  bank  has  established  a  tariff' of/rt'e- 
■miiims  for  whicli  it  will  give  drafts  on  dlatant 
banks,  which,  for  this  city,  is  reported  to  be  as  fol- 
lows. 

Kentucky,  tliough  classed  in  the  list  of  directors, 
never  sought  that  station,  po.ssessed  no  stock  in  that 
bink,  and  the  ilrst  he  heard  of  his  being  in  nomi- 
nation, was  a  letter  announcing  his  appointment, 
and  that  stock  had  been  appropriated  by  somehody,  in 
order  to  qualify  him;  and  further,  that  the  moment 
of  the  receipt  of  the  appointment,  it  was  declined!!! 

K-OlTOa    AUHOIU. 


For  dr<fi8Mii  B.dtimore,  ^percent. 

For         do.      Philadelphia,  1 

For         do.     .New-York  1^ 

For         do.      Moson,  2 

Highest  for  drafts  on  any  place,  2^ 
It  is  presumed,  that  the  effect  of  this  arrange- 
ment, which  is  supposed  to  be  as  gener.il  as  that 
lately  :mnounced,  will  be,  to  give  to  the  notes  of 
ihe  brinks  of  the  above  cities  circulating  here,  and, 
vice  versa,  to  ours  circulating  there,  a  higher  va- 
lue than  they  could  otherwise  have,  and  thus  in  a 
degree  to  eq".ilib!  iate  tlie  value  of  b.ink  ppper,along 
the  maritime  border  at  least,  i'he  premium  is 
supposed  to  be  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation of  specie  fiv>m  place  to  place,  whi-.h  opera- 
tion, and  that  of  importing  specie,  is  said  to  have 
cost  tii8  bank  of  the  United  States,  since  its  estab- 
lishment, no  less  a  sum  than  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

[Ttiese  rates  are  very  moderatg~ihe  profit  on  the 
money  occupied,  (if  industriously  used)  may  not 
exceed  one  hundred  per  cent,  per  annum! — more  of 
this  iiereafter.] 

Cj'As  almost  every  newspaper  that  we  have  seen 
contains  an  original  or  selected  a'-ticle  expressive 
of  indignation  at  the  procedure  of  the  U.  States 
bank  in  discrediting  its  own  notes  flike  an  aban- 
doned  mother  proclaiming  the  bmtardy  uf  Iier  own 
children,  J  we  feel  it  an  act  of  common  justice  to  in- 
sert the  tvvo  following  vindicatory  notices — 
From  the  Boston  Patriot. 

It  appears  by  the  circular  of  tue  U.  S.  bank  that 
the  idea  of  equalizing  exchanges  throughout  our 
extensive  country  is  absconded, — liut  it  ought  not 
to  be  f)rgotten  that  the  evils  we  suffered  from  a 
vitiated  currency,  prior  to  the  establishment  of  this 
bank,  have  been  in  a  great  !ne.isure  removed,  and 
that  the  business  of  exchange  has  been  pliced  on 
the  reasonable  footing  of  fair  commercial  inter- 
course.^with  wliich  we  certainly  should  be  satisfied. 
If  bank  p:iper  is  made  to  represent  and  command 
real  capital,  through  the  medium  of  specie,  and 
exchanges  are  guarded  from  excessive  fluctuation, 
being  regulated  by  the  just  standard  of  the  actual 
expense  of  transferring  capital;  every  thing  that  was 
to  be  expected  or  desired  from  the  bank,  in  the  es- 
tahlisliment  of  a  just  circulating  medium,  has  been 
accomplished. 

The  doctrine  of  equalizing  exchanges  may  now 
be  laid  aside  as  impracticable:  no  attempt,  upon  .i 
scale  cqu.illy  extended,  has,  it  is  believed,  been 
heret  >fore  made,  and  a  measure  like  the  present, 
which  was  the  nearest  approach  of  the  former  U.  S. . 
bank,   was  found  burthensome  to  that  institution. 

[If  banks  were  what  they  were  a  few  years  ago, 
the  exchange  would  equalize  itself  There  was 
very  little,  if  any,  shaving  of  bank  notes  seven  years 
ago.  Wlien  I  established  the  Wkekly  Rkgisteb  in 
1811,  there  was  not  one  bunk  note  in  twenty  that  I 
received  which  I  could  not  pass  oif  as  money — now 
at  least  two  thirds  of  those  received  cannot  be  pas- 
sed for  money.  It  is  the  extension  of  the  manufac- 
tory of  rags  fand  nothing  else  J  that  has  brought 
about  the  present  scandalous,  swindling  state  of  the 
currency.] 

From  the  Washington  City  Gazette. 

Why  this  clamor  against  the  managers  of  the 
United  States  bank:'  They  received  the  plan  of  their 
bank  from  the  government;  the  subscribers  con- 
sented  to  pay  a  large  bonus  and  bought  their  char- 
ter, and  certainly  had  profit  in  view  when  they  pur- 
chased  their  exclusive  privileges.  Why  this  com- 
plaint that  the  branches  do  not  take  Uie  notes  of 
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each  other?  Suppose  a  branch  bank  be  compellprl 
to  suspend  specie  payments?  It  is  incumbent,  there- 
fore, upon  tlie  U.  S.  bank  to  prevent  such  a  nils- 
fortune,  and  it  can  only  act  as  it  does.  If  the  com- 
munity  be  disappointed  in  its  expectations,  the  bank 
is  not  censurable.  If  republicans  establish  what 
Burke  terms  the  despotism  of  fictitious  capital  to  en- 
chain arts,  science,  and  industry,  the  bank  manafjers 
are  not  culpable. — It  was  evident,  from  the  first, 
that  the  bank  coidd  not  afford  a  remedy  for  the 
evils  complaineJ  of  Fortunately,  the  clause  which 
was  introduced  that  the  president  should  have  the 
power  of  suspendinjjf  specie  payments  was  struck 
out,  and  one  inserted  in  its  stead,  v.?bereby.the  go- 
vernment  may  establish  an  uniform  national  cur- 
rency without  violating  the  charter.  It  is  the  lot 
of  short-sij^hted  man  to  become  right  by  error;  and 
no  doubt  the  ^ood  sense  of  our  legislitors  v/ill  ul- 
timately rectify  the  evils  which  have  occasioned 
such  general  murmurs,  or  rather  outcries. 

TURCOT. 

(Xj^The  preceding  were  intended  for  last  week's 
RioisTKR.  Since  then,  we  observe  several  num- 
bers of  a  series  of  ess.^ys  publishing  in  the  Franklin 
Gazette,  at  Philadelphia,  broadly  justifying  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  bank,  from  wUicU  we  extract  the 
following: 

•To  provide  for  demands,  it  is  certainly  essen- 
tial that  the  United  States  bank  know  where  they 
can  be  m:ide;  and  to  what  amount — otherwise  ihere 
could  be  10  certain  provision  made  to  meet  tliem. 
Then,  suppo-^e  notes  to  the  amouni  of  a  million  of 
dollars  to  be  issued  at  Philadelpliia,  payable  at  the 
branch  bank  in  Washington: — it  follows  that  means 
must  be  provided  and  placed  i,\  tiie  Washington 
bank  to  meet  that  amount.  The  receivers  of  thosp 
notes  take  them  with  the  "promise"  expressed  on 
the  face  of  them,  which  is  "to  pay  at  the  bruncli 
bunk  at  Was]iinc[ton." — Bui,  instead  of  those  notes 
being  presented  where  they  are  made  payable,  and 
■ahere  provision  has  been  made  to  redeem  them,  the 
holders  sop  at  B4ltimore,  and  demand  of  the  branch 
ihere,  payment  for  said  noies.  If  the  system  be  to 
redeem  notes  at  branches  wliere  they  are  ?iot  made 
pay-ible,  tiien  it  is  manifest  .lat  every  branch  must, 
to  be  sfl/e,  be  provided  with  fuiuts  over  and  above 
the  amount  for  which  it  is  made  accoimtablt  (md 
the  motlier  banic  too)  in  a  sum  ejnbracing  ilie  issues 
•made  payable  at  ali  the  branches,  and  at  the  mothei- 
bank  also — or  be  compelled  to  draw  divers  ways, 
or  to  transport  the  means  commensurate  with  such 
demand.  In  all  which  there  is  neither  system  nor 
■  snf'ity. 

"Suppose  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  issued  in 
Philadelphia,  payable  at  a,  half  a  dozen  of  the 
branches,  which  would  amount  to  six  millions — 
and  suppose  the  current  of  trade  should  bring  those 
six  millions,  or  even  two  of  them,  to  the  countfer 
of  the  branch  bank  at  Baltimore,  where  provision 
had  been  made  to  redeem  the  one  million  made 
payable  there,  does  it  not  appear  that  a  good  deal 
of  confkision,  and  toil,  and  risk,  must  arise  out  of 
such  a  case?  But  if  the  million  made  payable  at 
Baltimore  be  presented  there,  corresponding  means 
having  been  provided,  all  this  confusion,  and  toil, 
and  risk,  vanishes;  and  order  and  system  take  their 
place. 

•'It  is  entirely  clear,  therefore,  that  the  bank  in 
Philadelp:-,ia  cannot,  consi-itently  with  its  obliga- 
tion to  its  interests,  hold  itself  liable  to  receive  and 
pay  those  notes  which  have,  or  m^y  be  issued,  iind 
made  payable  elsewhere— hecausV,  wherever  the 
Ubtes  are  promised   to  bs  paid,   means,  it  is  pre- 


sumed,  are  provided  to  redeem  them.  This  ap' 
plies  to  the  branches  equally  in  their  relation  to 
each  other;  and  in  their  relation  to  the  mother 
bank." 

Now  "suppose"  we  take  the  whole  of  this  in  eX' 
tenso,  and  in  the  plain,  sober,  honest  meaning  of 
the  words  in  which  it  is  given  to  us — admitting  that 
there  is  no  sort  of  twisting  or  turning  about  the 
matter, — we  may  well  ask,  "and  ivhat  of  that?"— 
Were  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
such  stupid  ninnies  as  not  to  know  tliat  the  effects 
supposed  as  possible  to  take  place  now,  might 
easily  take  place?  It  cannat  be  believed  that 
they  were  silly  enough  not  to  have  appreiiended 
it — why  then  so  rapidly  multiply  their  branches,  as 
if  it  were  to  bring  about  the  very  thing  that  is  of- 
fered in  excuse  for  them?  Pshaw! — the  excuse  is 
urged  like  a  foundered  and  br^'ken-winded  horse 
moves  forward!!  But,  "suppose"  the  excuse  is  a 
good  one — what  is  offered  to  justify  the  impudence 
of  its  operation,  or  to  quiet  the  feelings  of  tiie  peo- 
ple for  injuries  received,  by  the  secret  and  sudden 
forfeiture  of  the  faith  on  ivhich  they  received  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States?  I  myself,  the 
otlier  day,  had  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  in 
small  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Unite'  States  in  my 
pocket,  and  could  not  pay  the/)osrfi^eof  a  few  let- 
ters— they  have  also  been  refused  at  onr  wharves 
tor  -wood.'  But  since  .Mr.  Barker's  publication  in. 
New  York,  they  have  p.iriially  retrieved  their  cre- 
dit, and  are  getting  better  in  Baltimore,  because 
the  balance  of  trade,  between  the  two  cities,  is  in 
favor  of  New  York. 

Let  the  advocates  of  the  bank,  or  of  the  specu- 
lators in  its  stock,  say  what  they  will — the  root  of 
the  matter,  and  the  whole  cause  of  every  wayward 
proceeding  of  this  bank,  lies  simply  here — that  the 
stock  was  not  paid  for  as  it  was  expected  to  have 
been;  and  that  the  body  of  it  (nine  tenths,  probably) 
is  in  the  hands  of  speculators  andmoney-cliangers, 
whose  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  drive  many 
re.d  capitalists  from  the  institution,  though  some 
sucli  yet  remain  in  it. 

The  enormous  stock  notes,  it  appears,  have  not 
been  cmtailed  as  otlier  men's  notes  are — and 
lience  the  pressure  on  the  OMiny  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few. 


■£ 


Foreign  Articles. 

KNftLAND,   StC.  >• 

American  flour,  at  Liverpool,  43  to  44s.  perbbl. 

The  London  Sun  of  the  I3th  Aug.  notices  the 
Improved  health  of  the  queen.  The  manufactures 
at  Manchester  still  remained  "refractory." 

A  Liverpool  paper  of  the  14th  of  August,  says, ' 
that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  cause 
of  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  to  this 
country  at  present,  is  the  total  failure  nfallat- 
temps  to  elfect  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  sub- 
sistiiig  differences  between  Spain  and  Portugal: 
the  latter  being  resolute  in  its  refusal  to  relinquish 
possession  of  Monte  Video.  In  this  state  of  things, 
our  government  feels  itself  in  a  very  serious  state  of 
embarrassment. 

Greenock  papers  mention  a  portable  rnill,  with 
which  one  man  can  grind  4  or  3  bushels  of  wheat 
per  day. 

The  national  debt  of  England  amounted  on  the 
1st  February  1817,  to  819,536,937  pounds  sterling. 

FBANCE. 

M.  Monge,  one  of  the  greatest  geometricians  of 
tliC  age,  died  lately  in  Paris,  aged  70  }  ears.  He 
wxs  a  tH'sting'iished  me.itber  of  the  French  instt- 
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tute,  and  one  of  the  men  of  science  who  accompa- 
nied P.opaparte  on  his  expedition  to  Kgj^pt. 

II  is  believed  that  Sonlt  and  olher  important  ex- 
iles will  soon  be  recalled. 

Heat.  A  Paris  paper  of  the  9th  of  August,  in 
noticing  the  unusual  heat  of  the  weather,  thus  re- 
marks—"The  excessive  heats  that  we  experience 
h:ive  given  rise  to  several  meteorolog-ical  observa- 
tions, sufRcientiy  interesting.  A  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance in  them  is,  that  the  heats  are  nearly 
equal  throughout  Europe,  in  all  latitudes.  At 
Koine,  rierlia,  Madrid,  and  Vienna,  the  thermome- 
ters of  Ueauraur  have  risen  to  the  same  degrees. 

SPAIN. 

Letters  from  Madrid  (says  a  London  paper)  to 
the  16th  of  July  mention,  tliat  a  change  in  tlie  war 
department  was  soon  expected,  and  that  an  expedi- 
tion of  about  3000  troops  were  preparing  to  sail  for 
Havanna.  The  same  letters  announce,  that  king 
Charles  the  4tli  is  prepai-ing  to  present  to  the  ap- 
proaching congress  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  a  claim  to 
the  throne  of  Spain;  and  that  he  has  a  strong  party 
in  his  favor  at  Madrid. 

Th«  French  papers  say,  that  a  convoy  of  14  Spa- 
nish ships,  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  24th  June, 
•were  nearly  all  captured  on  the  evening  of  the  25th, 
by  theinsm-gent  privateers  which  cruize  oil' Cape 
St.  Vincent,  It  is  added,  that  the  crews  were  put 
on  board  a  chasse  maree  which  formed  part  of  the 
convoy,  and  were  all  disembarked  near  Vigo. 

Don  Whiskerandos.  A  private  letter  from  Irun, 
in  Spain,  is  published  in  one  ot  the  London  papers 
as  follows: — 

"During  the  incertitude  of  the  government  to  the 
hostile  disposition  which  the  U.  S.  have  unceasing. 
ly  manifested  towards  Spain,  it  appears  certain  that 
the  fine  squadron  which  is  equipping  in  the  port 
of  Cadiz  (composed  of  the  ships  ceded  to  us  by 
Russia,  and  such  of  our  own  as  have  escaped  de- 
struction) will  not  set  sail  for  S.  America  until  the 
government  can  determine  the  footing  of  our  rela- 
tions with  N.  America.  This  squadron  consists  of 
8  ships  of  the  line,  several  large  frigates,  and  a 
proportioned  nuniber  of  corvettes — the  crews  are 
complete.  This  force  is  almost  wholly  armed  and 
equipped,  and  commanded  by  the  best  naval  offi- 
cers of  the  country." 

[Who  is  not  frightened  at  this?  Is  not  the  cap- 
ture of  our  little  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean 
to  be  feared,  from  the  indignation  of  Spain?!  Sup- 
pose this  mighty  fleet  of  eight  sail  of  the  line  and 
several  large  frigates— all  with  "crews  complete," 
were  suddenly  to  pounce  upon  the  Franklin — 
would  the  Franklin  capture  more  than  half  a  dozen 
of  them?  But  there  is  gome /lOj&e  that  Ferdinmurs 
great  fleet  may  be  blockaded  by  the  two  or  three 
"pickaninnee"  patriot  privateers  that  now  seal  up  her 
chief  port  Cadiz/] 

GEnMAJir. 

The  London  paper  give  a  vague  rumor  of  an 
attempt  to  murder  young  Napoleon,  when  the  child 
was  in  his  bed.  "If  it  is  true,  we  shall  bear  more 
of  it." 

The  duke  of  Kent,  on  entering  the  town  of  Bis- 
chossgeim,  on  the  frontier  of  Lemingen,  was  pre- 
ceded by  all  the  young  girls  in  the  village,  dressed 
in  white  and  decorated  with  ribbons,  strewing  gar- 
lands of  roses  before  his  carriage, /br  his  condescen- 
Uon  in  passing  through  their  little  village. 

r The  earth  is  much  indebted  to  this  mighty 
Onelph  for  the  honor  he  does  i.'.  in  ^'condescending" 
to  inhabit  it.] 

The  people  of  Germany  bordering  on  France,  are 
said  to  sigh  rather  for  the  active  reign  of  Napoleon 


than  to  be  pleased  with  the  silent  despotism  \rhicli 
at  present  prevails.  His  sway,  except  for  military 
puposes,  was  mild  compared  with  that  of  their  new 
masters. 

A  Vienna  Gazette  says — There  has  been  spread 
in  our  city,  with  astonishing  rapidity,  for  some  days, 
a  pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  manufactures  and 
commerce,  which  excites  general  interest.  It  was 
originally  printed  at  Frankfort,  on  Maine,  and  is 
entitled,  "An  essay  on  the  question.  How  may  the 
nations  of  Germany  shake  off  the  yoke  of  England?" 
The  author  says,  that  it  is  impoi^sible  to  deny  the 
real  existence  of  this  servitude,  as  much  longer  to 
remain  blind  to  its  consequences;  which,  according 
to  him,  are  approaching  to  tlie  total  destruction  of 
our  commerce.  The  same  opinion  is  expressed  in 
a  pamphlet  published  at  Vienna,  entitled,  «'Is  the 
dec.iy  of  the  manufacturers  of  Austria  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  government?"  This  piece  is  attri- 
buted to  the  pen  of  count  Kuessfein,  who  has  al» 
ready  produced  several  works  of  acknowledged 
merit. 

The  official  Gazette  of  Vienna  contains  a  circular 
from  tlie  government  announcing  for  sale  by  public 
auction,  twenty-eight  estates  belonging  to  the 
crown,  in  order  to  apply  the  profits  to  the  payment 
of  the  national  debt.  Sonrie  of  these  estates  are  of 
very  great  extent,  with  9000  or  1 0,000.  inhabitants. 

BRITISH  AMEHUA. 

Mr,  Gourlay  has  been  again  arraigned  for  a  libel 
and  acquitted  in  Upper  Canada.  On  both  occa- 
sions he  plead  his  own  cause. 

Halifax,  July  31.— Tlie  right  rev.  Edmund  Burke 
Catholic  bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  arrived  here  on 
Wednesday  last,  overland,  from  Quebec— a  dis- 
tance of  636  miles,  including  rivers.  Sec,  in  21  days. 

FLORIDA. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Seminoles  and  other  In- 
dians, scattered  by  gen.  Jackson,  have  collected 
together  in  East  Florida,  and  threaten  to  be  trou- 
blesome. 

It  is  said  that  the  Spanish  minister  has  intimated 
to  our  government,  that  the  late  grants  to  indi- 
viduals of  land  in  East  Florida,  will  be  vitiated 
on  a  transfer  of  that  province  by  Spain  to  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Pensacola,  &c. — An  article  has  appeared  in  the 
Georgia  Journal,  on  the  subject  of  the  restoration 
of  Pensacola,  &c.  which  states  the  following  as  au- 
thentic:— 

1st.  That  Pensacola  w?W  be  delivered  up,  -whenever 
n  apanish  accredited  agent  appears  to  receive  and 
receipt  for  the  restoration. 

2d.  That  afterwards,  Spain  will  be  required  to 
comply  with  her  treaty  obligations  to  maintain  such 
a  force  as  will  keep  the  Indians  at  peace.  If  she 
refuses,  or  neglects,  then  congress  will  determine 
on  the  expediency  of  occupying  and  holding  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  Florida,  and  doing  any  other 
ACT  OF  A^Aii.     And 

od.  That  St.  Marks,  being  a  military  post  situat- 
ed in  an  immense  wilderness,  and  surrounded  by 
hostile  Indians,  -will not  be  restored  until  Spain  shall 
sufficiently  garrison  it,  and  cause  her  authority  to 
be  respected  in  that  quarter. 

(C/'We  sometime  ago  preferred  a  request  to  the 
editor  of  tlie  Savannah  Tiepublican,\\ii.t  he  would  fa- 
vor us  with  a  copy  of  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and 

Ambrister,  on  which   Mr.    Fell  observes "We 

would  with  pleasure  gratify  our  friend  Niles,  by 
publishing  the  ^proceedings  of  the  trial  of  Ar- 
buthnot and  Ambrister;  but  the  gentleman  who 
was  so  kind  as  to  loan  it  to  us  particularly  request- 
ed that  it  should  not  be  published. — Besides,  the 
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manuscript  copy  of  the  trial  which  we  had  is  not 
now  in  our  possession.  It  was  only  shewn  us  to  con- 
vince us  of  the  justice  of  tlie  execution  of  the  two 
mpn  alluded  to.  We  suspect  that  these  documents 
will  not  he  made  public  before  the  meeting  of  con- 
gress. They  contain  circumstances  very  interest- 
ing to  the  people,  but  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  they  should  not  be  ushered  to  the  world  at  the 
present  time." 

It  is  pretty  positively  stated  that  800  indians  .and 
netjroes  are  encjimped  near  the  Musquetoc,  and 
another  body  ofubout  1000  on  the  St.  John's  river. 
They  avow  themselves  to  be  hostile  and  are  only 
waiting  stipplies  to  commence  their  operations—it 
IS  believed  they  have  partially  obtained  ammuniiion 
fronn  St.  Augustine, 

Capt.  Obed  Wright  is  reported  to  be  at  Augustine 
—where  he  had  obtained  a  Spanish  protection, 
intending  to  proceed  to  Havanna. 

A  few  white  persons  have  lately  been  mtirdered 
on  the  Georgia  frontier— we  hope,  however,  that 
there  will  soon  be  an  end  of  these  things. 

6O0TR  AMERICA. 

Several  gentlemen  charged  with  being  concerned 
in  the  fitting  out  of  a  patriot  privateer  at  Baltimore, 
have  been  arrested,  and  given  bail  to  appear  at  the 
next  court  conipetent  to  examine  the  alleged  of- 
fence. 

A  Portuguese  ship  of  lOCO  tons,  deeply  \&(^?x\,  a 
part  of  her  cargo  being  a  million  of  pounds  of  su- 
gar, has  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  ri- 
ver, but  must  be  lightened  before  she  can  get  up 
to  Baltimore.  She  is  armed  with  18  or  20  gun.s, 
and  reported  as  a  prize  to  a  patriot  privateer  under 
Artigas'  flag,  in  distress— is  in  charge  of  a  revenue 
officer,  and  claimed  by  tlie  Portuguese  consul. 

We  have  accoimts  from  Biterws  Jlyres  to  tlie  2rth 
of  .rune.  The  papers  give  us  full  details  of  several 
affairs  that  took  place  after  the  battle  of  .Maipu, 
by  which  it  appears  that  that  splendid  victory  was 
completed  by  the  capture  of  the  remnant  of  the  roy- 
al army.  Since  these  events,  the  viceroy  of  Pern 
has  agreed  to  a  /irei'/oMs  proposition  of  the  patriots 
to  adopt  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  by  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  8;c.  These  facts  are  officially 
stated — and  the  term  "rebel"  we  suppose,  will  not 
be  so  frequently  used  in  South  America  as  hereto- 
fore. Capt.  Biddlc  appears  to  have  taken  a  friend- 
ly part  towards  bringing  about  the  humane  arrange- 
ment. 

Judge  Bland,  (says  the  Maryland  Censor)  as  com- 
missioner from  the  American  government,  had  ar- 
rived, we  are  glad  to  learn,  in  good  health,  at  St. 
Jago,  in  CliUi.  A  severe  engagement  took  place 
on  the  27lh  of  April,  between  the  I^autaro,  an  Eng- 
lish Eastlndiaman,  fitted  out  at  Valparaiso,  and  the 
Spanish  frigate  Venganza.  The  captain  of  the  Lau- 
taro  threw  himself,  with  2.5  men,  on  board  of  the 
Spanish  frigate,  to  whom  she  struck,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  Lautaro  fell  off  and  these  brave  men 
being  unable  to  hold  her  in  subjection,  the  frigate, 
with  a  brig  in  company,  made  their  escape.  The 
gallant  commander  of  the  patriot  ship,  George 
O'Brien,  died  (probably  massacred)  on  board  the 
Venganza. 

By  tJie  Buenos  Ayrean  privateer  Invincible,  (says 
the  Baltimore  Patriot)  letters  have  been  received  in 
this  city,  under  the  date  of  the  6th  July,  from  that 
place,  mentioning  that  the  viceroy  of  Peru  has 
proposed  an  armistice  for  a  year,  with  an  offer 
of  withdrawing  the  royal  troops  from  Potosi,  Cliar- 
ras,  la  Paz,  and  Cochabamba,  to  the  Desaguadero, 
the  former  frontier  of  La  Plata;  but  on  condi- 
xTdn  from  the  patriots  not  to  molest  tJi?  royalisls, 


who  are  yet  in  the  province  of  Talcaguana  in  Chili. 
General  San  Martin  was  at  Buenos  Ayre<5.  The 
cause  of  his  being  absent  for  so  long  a  time  from 
the  army  was  not  known,  although  it  was  rumored 
that  he  will  succeed  f'uerrydon. 

Another  paraj;r.iph  informs  us  that  Artigas  suc- 
cessfully maintains  liis  war  against  the  Porlngues-C 
on  one  side  and  the  ISughos  Ayreans  on  the  other — ■ 
he  has  recently  defeated  some  troops  of  the  latter. 

In  the  RKe:iHT)n  of  the  29t.h  ult.  page  9,  we  no» 
ticed  the  arrival  of  the  patriot  privateer  Gen.  San 
Martin,  at  Savannah— her  crew  being  in  a  slate  of 
mutiny,  were  committed  to  jail.  By  order  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  they  have  been  taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  marshal  of  ihe  district. 
HAanAUT  I'owKus. 

The  London  Globe  of  July  27,  in  speaking  of  tl;e 
u.?ual  presents  (gunpowder,  cannon,  cordage,  &,c.) 
which  had  just  been  sent  from  Stockholm  to 
.\lgiers  and  Tunis,  remarks:— "We  lament  to  find 
the  king  of  Sweden  meanly  truckling  to  the  Barba- 
ry  states  and  purchasing  their  forheid-ance  hy  the 
customary  presents  exacted  from  him  by  these  law- 
less df'.predators.  The  exam]ile  of  so  many  other 
nations  of  the  continent,  (Denmark  excepted,) 
should  have  inspired  him  with  a  better  spirit." 
[Why  not  refer  to  the  example  of  America,  which 
shamed  England  herself  to  fight  Algiers,  Stci] 


CHRONICLE. 

The  \2th  of  September,  the  anniversary  of  the  bat- 
tle near  Baltimore,  was  honored  in  this  city  by 
military  parades  and  rivic  feasts — The  managers  of 
theatre  gave  the  profits  of  the  night's  entertainment 
in  aid  of  the  city  fund  for  the  use  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  tliose  who  fell  in  its  defence — the 
amoimt  paid  into  the  treasury  was  three  hviidred  and 
eighty  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The  sea  serpent  is  called  the  "great  Boston  hoax." 
But  it  is  still  insisted  that  the  horse  mackarel  is  ;,ot 
the  animal  said  to  have  been  so  frequently  seen  off 
the  coast;  and  fresh  reports  of  his  appearance  are 
afloat. 

The  number  of  emigrants  at  present  arriving,* ai'e 
believed  to  be  nearly /ohc /n/?if/reJ  per  day. 

Gen.  St.  Clair.  This  venerable  soldier  of  tliere- 
volution  died  near  (ireensburg,  Penn.  on  the  31st 
ult.  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  interred  in 
the  most  respectful  manner,  with  masonic  and  mili- 
tary  honors.  A  sketch  of  his  life,  with  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  at  his  interment,  is  laid  ofi'for 
record  in  this  work. 

Died  at  Plattsburgh,  on  the  28th  ult.  col.  Melan*. 
ton  Smith,  aged  38  years,  late  col.  of  the  29th  regt. 
United  States  infantry,  who  v.aUiahly  assisted  in  the 
defence  of  Plattsburgh  in  Sept.  1814. 

jytail  »oW(?rs.— We  omitted  to  mention  in  our  last, 
that  Joseph  Thompson  Hare  and  John  .Alexander,  con- 
victed of  robbing  the  United  States  ruail,  were  ex- 
ecuted at  Baltimore  by  a  warrant,  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  Thursday  the  JOth 
instant. 

Jiaptism,  by  immersion,  was  performed  for  the 
first  time  at  New  Orleans,  on  tlie  9th  ult. 

Vermont.  Gov.  G.dusha  has  been  re-elected  in 
Vermont  without  cpposivion;  the  returns  for  con- 
gress are  not  yet  received. 

Pensions.  The  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  are 
authorised  to  state,  for  the  information  of  those  in- 
terested, that  the  number  of  applicants  for  pen- 
sions under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  has  been 
so  great,  that  it  has  not  been  possible,  with  every 
exertion,  tc  aetapor.  them  so  f:i=.;   m  tlrey  came  in. 
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In  addition  to  which,  some  delay  has  taken  place  in 
order  to  supply  from  the  records  of  tlie  several 
states,  the  documents  in  relation  to  revolutionary 
services,  wliish  were  destroyed  when  the  war 
office  wiiS  burnt  in  1801;  which  cause  of  delay  is 
now  almost  wholly  removed. 

The  applications  for  pensions  are  taken  up  iw 
llie  order  of  time  in  which  tliey  were  received,  and 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  rencjer  the  delay  as 
short  as  possible.  When  clHims  to  pensions  are 
admitted,  tlie  certificates  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  persons  by  whom  the  claimants'  papers  were 
sent  to  the  war  department.  When  rejected,  they 
will  be  returned  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  rea- 
sons stated  for  rejection.  Mere  letters  of  general 
enquiry  as  to  the  slate  of  particidar  applications, 
we  are  informed,  cannot  be  answered,  us  it  would 
consume  much  of  the  time  that  ought  to  be  engag- 
ed in  the  investigation  of  claims. 

Kaskaskia.  The  Ji^st  steam  boat  arrived  at  Kas- 
kasikia  on  t!ie  10th  ult.  It  was  the  Franklin,  from 
New  Orleans,  in  18  <iays  running,  with  a  cargo  of 
groceries,  &c.  her  wiiole  freight  worth  §8,500. 
Erie,  on  lake  Erie,  was  in  like  n)anner_/frs?  visited 
b»  a  steam  boat  on  t!ie  21st  ult.  She  has  since  re- 
turned to  Hlack  Rock,  and  will  leave  it  every  Wed- 
nesday for  Cleveland  and  Detroit. 

Gov.  C/JM/o?;,  invited  by  sever d  societies,  propo 
scs  to  take  an  agricultural  tour  through  New  York. 

A  captive  found.— Gov.  Cass,  of  Michifran  territo- 
ry, advertises  for  the  relatives  of  John  Taylov,  who 
has  lacely  escaped  from  the  Indians  on  lied  River, 
near  lake  Winepee.  It  appears  that  in  1790,  when 
he  was  about  nine  years  old,  he  was  sto  len  by  the 
Indians  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  has  been 
with  them  ever  since.  He  speaks  no  English.  The 
v/hites  pursued  tlie  Indians,  and  in  a  conflict,  the 
chief.  Black  Fish,  was  killed;  which  it  is  thought 
will  lead  to  a  discovery. 

Longevity.  From  the  "Laurel"  published  at 
iMount  Sterling,  Ky.  An  extraordinary  spectacle 
was  exliibiled  at  the  polls,  during  the  election,  in 
this  place,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  John  Summers,  one 
hundred  and  twelve  years  of  age,  wlio  appeared  and 
exercised  the  right  of  suffrage,  having  walked  seve- 
ral miles  for  tliat  purpose. — lie  was  born  the  12th 
July,  1706,  in  Virginia,  and  has  been  a  resident  of 
Kentucky  about  tlurty  years,  and,  we  are  informed, 
has  resided  in  this  county  nearly  tlie  whole  of  that 
time.  He  has  had  24  children,  14  now  living,  the 
youngest  11  years  old;  and  has  iiad  upwards  of  300 
grand  children.     His  liearing  and  sight  are  good. 

Another  caie — Fro. n  the  "Watci  fo.ver,"  pub- 
lished at  Ballston,  N.  Y. — Died  in  .lune  last,  .Mr. 
Alexander  R;)ss,  aged  about  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
Mr.  Ross  was  a  native  of  Sootl md,  and  served  iu 
tlie  army  of  the /;?'t'«e?u/<;/',  in  1745.  After  his  de- 
feat and  the  consequent  ruin  of  the  army,  Mr. 
Ross  came  to  America,  and  served  in  the  army  of 
gen.  Wolf,  and  was  severely  wounded  on  the  Plains 
of  Abraliam, 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
?ilr.  Ross,  although  very  aged,  tor;k  up  arms  in 
defence  of  our  country,  and  distinguished  lilm- 
self  by  his  bravery  and  soldier  like  conduct,  in 
sever;il  severe  actions  He  was  a  con.sistent  pa- 
triot, a  sincere  and  faithful  friend — honesiy  and 
integrity  marked  his  way,  and  contentment  delight- 
ed in  him. 

Death  of  col.  Daniel  Boon. 

As  he  lived  so  he  died,  with  liis  (.j'nn  in  his  hand. 
We  are  inlormed  by  a  gentlesnan  direct  from  Boon's 
settlement  on  the  Missouri,  ih*t  ea;  ly  in  last  mi.ntJj., 
cul.  Roon  rode  to  u  deer  lick,  seated  himself  with- 


in a  blind,  raised  to  conceal  him  from  the  ganoe. 
That  while  sitting  thus  concealed  witii  his  old  trus- 
ty  rifle  in  his  hand,  pointed  towards  ths  lick,  the 
muzzle  resting  on  a  log,  his  face  to  the  breech  of 
liis  gun,  Ins  rifle  rocked,  his  finger  on  the  trigger, 
one  eye  shut,  the  other  looking  along  the  barrel;^ 
through  the  sights — in  this  posiiion  without  strug- 
gle or  motion,  and  of  course  without  pain,  lie  breath- 
ed out  his  las'  so  gently,  that  wiieii  he  was  found 
next  d;iy  by  his  friends,  altho'.igh  siifl"  and  cold,  he 
looked  as  if  alive,  witii  his  gun  in  his  hand,  just  in 
the  act  of  firing.  It  is  not  altogether  certain,  if  a 
buck  had  come  into  the  rnnge  of  his  gim,  which 
had  been  the  death  of  thousands,  but  it  might  have 
intuitively  obeyed  its  old  employer's  mind  and  dis- 
ciiarged  itself  This  hypothesis  being  novel,  we 
leave  the  solution  to  the  curious. 

[Chillicothe  Supporter. 

Alabama  lands. —  In  a  conversation  lately  with  a 
gentleman  from  the  Mississippi,  our  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  the  enormous  prices  for  whicli  the  lands 
in  the  Alabama  are  said  lo  have  sold  for,  have  been 
consideral)ly  changed.  We  aUvays  thought  it  some- 
what suspicious  that  wild  land  there  should  bring 
,30  dollars  an  acre,  when  better  land  lying  witliin  12 
or  15  miles  of  Natchez  could  be  purchased  for  from 
10  to  20  dollars  an  acre,  but  it  came  in  so  imposing  a 
shape  that  it  scarcely  could  be  doubted.  However, 
we  are  now  satisfied  tliat  in  mo.st  of  the  instances 
it  was  a  trick  pbyed  off  on  the  government  in  some- 
thing like  the  following  manner.  Speculators  pre- 
vious to  the  sale.fixed  upon  the  property  they  wish- 
ed; they  then  employed  agents  to  come  forward 
and  bid  for  it  any  price,  this  was  done;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  wildest  offers  were  made— ^ 
but  when  payment  came  to  be  demanded,  the  bid- 
ders had  disappeared,  and  the  property  remained  in 
the  hands  of  governmen*^.  The  persons  wjio  had 
laid  the  plan  then  appeared,  and  agreed  to  take 
the  land  at  congress  \}T[ce\  This  story  comes  from 
the  most  respectable  authority. — Pittsburgh  Gaz. 

Town  oj  H'lywood,  N.  C. — At  the  sale  which  took 
place  ..  few  days  ago  at  this  new  town  on  Cape  Fear, 
the  lots  went  ofl'  at  prices  beyond  all  previous  cal- 
culation. Some  of  them,  which  contain  less  than 
half  an  acre,  being  only  100  feet  in  front  and  200 
feet  deep,  sold  as  high  as  gl350.  -\  lot,  which 
in  the  original  snle,  was  purchased  for  a  few  dollars 
over  50,  waj  on  this  occasion,  sold  for  the  highest 
price  above  mentioned.     Raleigh  Reg. 

The  Pumaikey  Tribe  of  Intlians,  (in  Virginia,) 
which  was  one  of  the  confederacy  of  Powhatan, 
was  reduced  to  10  or  12  men,  when  Jefierson  wrote 
liis  notes;  but  it  has  since  inc-reased,  so  that  it  now 
consists  of  ncur  2U0  persons;  but  most  ot  them  have 
more  Negro  than  Indian  blood  ii*  them.  The  pre- 
sent ciiief  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.-— 
Two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Bradberry,have  late- 
ly married  into  tiie.  tribe,  and  settled  among  them; 
but  a  meeting  has  been  called  to  see  whether  they 
will  permit  them  to  stay.  The  elder  B.  is  said  to 
be  wort-li  several  thousand  dollars. 

Important  discovery. —  Mr.  Sickney,  an  Indian 
agent  a;  fort  Wayne,  states  that  he  has  lately  dis- 
covered  that  "ti^ere  is  an  uninterrupted  navigation 
from  Lake  Erie  vo  the  Rivers;  and  also  from  Lake 
Michigan  'o  tiie  Mississippi,  by  the  Auplain  river, 
which  throws  part  of  its  waters  into  the  Lake,  and 
p.irt  into  Illinois  river.      Com.  Jd. 

Ihiffuiu,  Sept  1.— A  number  of  the  Stockbridge 
tribe  of  Indians  passed  thro'  this  place  la-t  week, 
with  their  t':i:nilies,  on  their  way  to  White  river, 
Indiana,  where  hey  own  a. fine  tract  of  land,  on 
which  several  of  their  tvibe  iud  already  settled. 
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A  rule  of  conduct  tiial  can  hf»rdiy  adoiil  of  an 
exception  in  the  management  of  the  REaisriin — 
which  is,  that  when  interes'.ing  dociinnents  are  on 
liand,  sp'culaiinns  shi-il  he  postponed — has  caused 
Ks  to  drfer  our  remark'-  on  the  deb:ite  about  the 
tfnited  State.':'  hank;  the  proposed  constitution  for 
the  state  of  Convcticvt  occupying'  all  the  room  we 
had  to  spare.  This  is  a  tery  Important  instniinent, 
anr!  will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  every  republi- 
can citizen. 

Many  essays  are  now'  appearincj  in  the  ne-.vspa- 
pers  vir.aicatory  of  thf  bank  of  the  Uiiited  States. 
Tlie  great  folks,  it  seems,  have  at  last  been  broug-ht 
to  ans-wer  "at  the  bar  of  the  public  reason,"  and 
they  lustily  plead  a  sfmcial  issue  in  behalf  of  that 
institution,  as  to  tlie  late  arrangement  for  rereiv- 
ing-  and  giving  currency  to  its  notes.  Tliis  will 
not  do— wrontr  beq-rts  wronp;  and  it  is  no  e.\r.use 
for  a  latter  wron}!;-  that  it  is  dependent  on  a  former 
wrongs,  if  the  orig-iinl  wrong  was  wilfully  commit- 
ted. If  it  Were  otherwise,  an  illicit  rapj'-nionger, 
who  g-ave  (i//his  g-ood  money  in  e.Kchang---"'for  coun-' 
terfeit  p«per,  knowing  it  to  be  such,  m.^jht  plead 
in  excuse  forpa.^sing  such  paper,  that  it 'afforded 
him  the  me,.ns  of  subsistence!  We  expect  to  sifi 
some  of  tlv-se  articles;  and,  separatir.;T  tlieir  f-cls 
for  their  vcrbagp,  to  lay  them  naked  before  the 
public — but  in  the  meen  time,  must  express  our 
^olemn  detestation  ofan  idea,  which  now  seems  to 
be  becommg'  f<mili?ir  to  s'lme  of  whom  we  e.xoect. 
ed  bettrr  lhinfrs,_of  raising  up  h. pap^r  medium,  in 
imttation  ofihat  of  Gm»;  Uriunn,  which  has  curs- 
«d  the  wurld  witli  her  crimes,  and  entailed  on  her- 
eelta  bloody  revolution  or  interminable  distress. 

AsiiicuLTrRtL.-We  had  the  plessure  to  notice 
in  the  Us;  volume  of  the  Kkgistkh,  page  ,329,  s.,me 
little  paches  of  very  superior  wheax  and  rve  then 
grown^gr  on  the  farm  of  E.  S.  Thomas,  em  of  Bnlti- 
inore  county.  We  iiave  just  received  the  foilow- 
jng^  particulars  of  the  product  of  tl;ose  patches— 
winch  we  consider  very  inlerf^sling  to  our  aaricul- 
tur.Uisis.  ° 

Tlie  -.iheat  wxs  rai..;ed  from  a  sm.sll  qumtiiv 
which  prew  last  year  in  European  Turkev-lhe 
•<inaut,.y  sovvn  was  rather  less  than  a  pint-  time 
Of  sou.ngM.rch  25.  in  8  drills  of  11 J  feet  each 
and  one  foot  a-part;  it  w,s  reaped  on  the  ISUi  of 
July,  and    threshed  .he    18th   in.s.. the  produce 

bush.l,  and  ,s  of  h  very  bright  yellow  r;olor-lhe 
stran-  head  a -1  beard,  when  fully  ripe,  had  a 
bright  purpe  tinge.  Two  of  its  grains  are  about 
as  large  and  he.ary  as  three  grains  of  g»o,l  whe.t 
of  the  con.mon  kinds.  The  crop  was  put  in  a»d 
secured  m  the  space  of  113  days. 

«r  Jn!  ''^'  "''^?  "'"'  ^  ^''^  ""^  '^''^  product  of>,r 
pains  ongina.ly  received  from  a  place  near  tne 
bead  of  the  .Mediterranean  sea.    The  qu.n.i:C  sown 
was  two  T,ar,s;  time  of  sowing  March  25 -b. 
ca^  on  about  nine  .cjuare  perchj^  of  grou  ,d    whi" 

rve    when"-.''         '"'  ^'f ^'  "''■'  '''*^'^^'-   ^''-'  '^' 

seven  for  one.      1  he  gram  is  of  a  very  bright  yellow 
and   of  twice  the  Mze  of  the   common   rvc-Zl 
we.^^601bs.  ner  bushel.     The  putting  i'Ld'- 
cui  ing  he  crop  occupied  114  days.     This  rye  do«.. 


■  lot  (.n-ow  hit^'her  than  ihe   conunon  kind   on  good 
l.ind. 

We  learn  that  Mr.  Thomas  intends  carefiUy  to 
husband  the  uroducts  of  his  wheat  and  rye,  fur  xhf. 
next  year's  sowing;  after  whir-li,  hoping  to  have  a 
siifliciency  to  ins?/;r  an  extension  of  the  rjUuilit,  for 
seed,  he  will  freely  dispose  of  it  to  his  friends  and 
nfigiibors,  who  .\  ill  i^,e  invited  to  come  and  ii-et  it 
of  him.  *" 


Cou.stitutioti  of  Connecticut. 

A  c  msuiu  lo'!  ofcivii  governme  t,  for  tie  ne.)p  e  of 
Connecticu.,  famed  by  a  eonven.ion  of  tueir  de- 
legt'tcs,  and  snnmilted  to  the  people,  fi.r  their 
consideration  and  adoplion.-  according  to  the  re^ 
solve  of  the  general  Hssembly,  passed  on  lh3 
second  Thursday  of  May,  A.  U.  1818, 

I'llEAMBLE. 

The  people  of  Cv.nnecUcut  acknowledging,  with 
gratitude,  llie  gooil  providence  of  God,  in  having- 
permitted  them  to  enjoy  a  free  government,  do,  i>> 
ortler  more  effect ually  to  define,  secure^  and  perpe- 
tuate  the  libenies,  rights  and  privileges  which  they 
ha.e  derived  from  their  ancestors,  hereby^  at\ef  a 
careful  consideration  and  revision,  ordain  and  es- 
tablisii  tlie  following  co.-stitution  and  for.u  of  civil 
governmeni> 

ABTULV.  prEsf, 

D  cinration  of  rights. 
That  the  great  and  essential  principle.';  of  Hhc^ 
ty  and  f  ee  g.vcrume-.t  may  be  recognized  and  es- 
tablished—7i;e  declare, 

§  1  That  all  men  when  tliey  form  a  social  con,- 
pact,  are  eq>;d  in  rights;  and  (hat  no  man.  or  sn  of 
msn  are  euiUtd  to  exclusive  public  eniolumeina 
orjinviUges  fiom  thecommtinity. 

4  2.  TiKit  alt  political  power  is  inherent  in  t!iS 
people,  and  nil  free  governments  are  fouisd.ed  on 
tiieir  aiilhoriiy,  and  ij.sliiuted  far  their  benefu;  a-  rl 
tiiat  they  ln.ve  at  all  times  au  uideriable  and  mde- 
teasioierig:,i  to  alia-  their  f^irm  of  government  in 
■iuc.h  manner  ..s  they  may  thin);  expe'd'e.it. 

§  3.  The  exercise  and  enjoynifeiit  ofrelii' ious  pio« 
fession  and  WJi-.-diip,  without' discviminaiion,  shall 
toi-ever  be  free  to  all  p-rsor.s  iu  tiiii  stale,  provid- 
ed that  liic  rigtit  thereby  declared  and e.stablistied, 
shall  not  b^.  to  consu-ued  as  to  excuse  ar.ts  of  !icei> 
tuHisness,  or  to  jus-ify  practices  inconsistent  wjtti 
the  pci,ce  and  safety  of  tlie  state. 

§  4.  No  [irefefenc-  shali  be  given  by  law  ta  w^ 
cbi-isLUiii  sect  or  mode  of  worsliip. 

§  5.  Every  ciiieeu  may  frr.ely  sneal:,  write  a.n  I 
publish  \ni  scniiments  on  all  subjecis,  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 

§  G.  No  la\v  shall  ever  he  passed  lo'curtail  or  fe- 
strain  the  liberty  of  .speech  or  of  the  press. 

§  7  Ii^a!!  proseciilioi.sor  indjctmeiitb  for  iiuelj, 
t-ie  ..ruth  maybe  given  in  evidenoH,  and  the  jury 
shall  liave  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and'  tJi^ 
facts  under  the  direction  of  li)e  court. 
^  §  ».  Tiie  p.opU  suali  be  secure  .u  their  pei->n^s 
nouses,  p.ipers  und  p.)ssessions  from  linrr-aso.-arile 
^e^rches  or  seiz-irc-.<-.:  an  1  no  w.u-rant  tosearcti  jinv 
p  ace,  or  to  seiz-.-  any  person  or  thinga,  "hxW  iss.-- 
••vul.oui  describing  taem  as  ne.ii-iy  as  ma^  be,  i-.-v' 
without  pi-c-b.;.h!f  cause  <itipnc.rLe.l  bv  oalh  «r'a"'.''. 
inai.ior:.  " 
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4  9.  Inall  rrjinjnal  prosccu'lon?,  the  nrcusetl 
'sliallhavea  i-i^jl.t  to  be  !;e;ird  by  !>ims(-lf  unci  by 
counsel;  lo  ck-n:anil  tlie  nature  and  cause  of  .he 
acciis;.tJon;  lobf  confronted  hy  tiie  witnesses  against 
l.im;  to  liJive  coispiitsory  pt-ocess  toobiaiii  wimes- 
ses,  in  his  favor;  aud  i:i  ail  prosecutions,  by  indict- 
ntelit  or  iiirormation,  a  speedy  pisblic  tri^.l  by  an 
iiT.i7:!rlial  jury.  Ho  sliall  not  he  compelled  fo  give 
evi'di^nce  agaisist  hiutself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life, 
libcriy  or  property,  but  by  due  course  of  law. 
And  110  person  siiall  be  hoU'.en  to  ans\\'er  for  any 
C!:tr,e,  t!ie  ptmishracnt  of  which  nii^j.be  death  or 
jni'.:r^?0!ime!il  for  lile,  unless  on  a  preseninient  or 
«.;'  inilic'.ment  of  a  grand  jury;  except  in  the  land 
or  nav:;l  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  ser 
vii-^  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger. 

§  10.  No  person  shall  be  arrested,  detained  or 
p;;;iishcd,  except  in  cases  clearly  warranted  by 
]  r.v. 

§  21- Tr.e  property  of  no  person  shall  betaken 
for  puid!c  use,' without  just  compensation  therefor. 
■;  12.  All'courts  shali  be  open,  )»r,d  .-very  person, 
'  fi4- u!i  i  :|ur\  d.nehim  in  his  person,  property  or 
rrpuialion,  shall  lir.ve  reniedy  by  du>  cnirse  of  law, 
and  right  ynd  justice  adrr.inistered  without  sale, 
denial  or  delay. 

§  13.  Excf  sslve  hail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
e.^resuve  fi  i^s  imposed. 

§  14  All  pris.Hiers  shall,  before  conviction,  be 
haiiable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capitAl 
olfcnces,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  pre- 
sumption great;  and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of 
hciheni  c:rj)!i.i  sliall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when, 
in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safeiy 
may  require. it;  nor  in  any  cstse,  but  by  the  legisla- 
tw  e. 

§  I  J.  No  person  :-hall  be  attainted  of  treason  or 
fe'.o!»y,  by  the  I'g'ialarire. 

§  16.  The  ci'izf-ns  havea  right,  in  a  peaceable 
ntanuc-r,  to  assemble  for  -.heir  common  gool,  and 
lo  aij})!y  to  those  invested  with  the  powers  of  go- 
vernnier.t,  for  redress  of  sri'  vances,  or  wilier  proper 
purposes,  by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

§  ir.  F.very  citizen  has  a  right  to  bear  arms  in 
defence  of  himself  and  the  state. 

§  1P>.  Tlienaljlai-y  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
tiaies,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 
^>  19.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quar- 
tered in  any  hous^,  with.out  the  consent  of  the  own- 
er; nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribr-d  by  law. 

§  20.  N?>  hcrediiai7  emoluments,  ptivilegcs  or 
honors,  shall  cvi-r  be  granted,  or  conferred  in  t);is 
stjte. 

§  '^l.  The  right  of  trial  by  j\iry  shall  remain  in- 
violate. 

abttclt:  SKcoKi). 

Gf  the  d'.isiribxition  of  porvers. 

The  powers  of  government  shall  be  divided  Into 

three  disti-oct  departments,  and  each  of  them  con 

iided  to  a  separ;<te  tnagistmcy;  to  wit — those  wliicli 

are  Icgisla'.ive.  to    one";  those   which  are  executive 

to  another,  and  lliose  which  are  judicial  to  another. 

jnTici.K  Tiuim. 

Of  thx  :ej!.v  arivt"  dcpurlment. 

§  1,  The  ieglslative  power  of  tl-is  state  shall  bf 

vested  in  two  dis'inct  houses  or  hr.uiches,  the  one 

tibe  stvled  the   sniaU;  the  other  th. /tovse  of  re(trg- 

ienliUh'es,    ai-d  both  together   (hi ^crwral   ushembly. 

Tl'.estsle    of  their  b'.va    shali  be,  i/<?i<    enaciedby 

th    se.r.'ute  and  buv.in,   of  represinlunvis  in  general  as- 

seiiibly  c<:nvei2c^. 

S  2.  T'.:ere  shall  be  one  stated  session  of  the 
geiicrKl  assembly,  to  be  holden  iii  each  year,  alter 


nately  at  [Iar>f>rd  and  New  H.iven,  on  th:  first 
Wednesday  of  Mty,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the 
get.eral  as.iembly  shall  j;;dge  necessary;  the  first 
session  to  be  holden  at  Hartford:  but  the.p'^rson 
adminislerir;g  the  office  of  governor,  may,, on  spe- 
cial emergencies,  convene  the  general  a'semblv  at 
eitlier  of  said  places,  at  any  other  tjme.  And  in 
c^ise  of  danger  from  the  pievaience  of  contagious 
diseases  in  either  of  said  places,  or  other  circum- 
stances, the  person  administering  the  o?nce  of  go- 
vernor m.jy,  by  proclama  ion,  convene  said  .issem- 
hly  at  any  other  place  in  this  s'ate. 

§  3.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  consist 
of  electors  residirig  in  towns  from  which  thev  arc 
elected.  The  number  of  representatives  frora 
each  town  shall  be  the  same  ks  at  present. practi*;. 
ed  and  dlowed.  In  c^;se  a  new  town  si'all  hereaf- 
ter be  incorporated,  stich  new  town  shall  he  enti- 
tled to  one  representative  only;  and  if  such  new 
town  sViall  be  made  from  one  or  moret'.wns,  the 
town  or  towns  from  which  the  same  shall  b'.;  made, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  number  of  represen- 
tatives as  at  j^resent  allowed,  unless  the  n^tmber 
shall  be  reduced  by  the  consent  of  such,  town  or 
towns, 

§  4.  The  senate  shall  consistof  twelve  members, 
to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  electors. 

§  5  Av  the  meetings  of  the.electors,  held  in  the 
several  towns  in  this  state  in  April  annually,  after 
t!ie  election  of  representatives,  the  electors  pre- 
sent shall  be  called  upon  to  bring  in  thei"  written 
ballots  fir  senators.  The  pr.-s'ding  officer  shall 
receive  the  voles  of  the  electors,  and  count  and 
declare  them  in  open  meeting.  The  presiding 
ofncer  shall  also  m.ike  duplicate  lists  of  the  per- 
sons voted  for,  and  of  the  ntindier  of  votes  for  each, 
which  shall  be  certified  by  t'le  presiding  officer; 
one  of  wliich  lists  shall  be  delivered  to  the  town 
clerk,  and  the  other  widiin  ten  days  afier  siid 
meeting,  shall  be  delivered,  under  seal,  either  to 
the  secretary,  or  to  the  slieriff  of  the  county  in 
which  said  town  is  situated;  which  list  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  secretary,  with  a  superscription  ex- 
pressing the  purportojf  the  contents  thereof  And 
each  sherifl'  wiio  shall  rceive  such  votes  shall 
within  fifteen  d-tys  after  said  meeting,  deliver,  or 
cause  tliem  to  be  delivered,  to  the  secretary. 

§  6.  The  iressurer,  secretary  and  comptroller, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  canva'^s  the  votes  publicly. 
The  twelve  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  senators,  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected. 
But  in  cases  where  no  choice  is  made  by  the  elec- 
torfc  in  conseqttence  of  an  equslity  of  votes,  the 
hoase  of  repreaentaiives  shall  designate  by  ballot 
whjcli  of  the  candidates,  having  such  equal  nu:r.ber 
of  votes,  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected.  The  re- 
turn of  votes,  and  the  result  of  the  canvii^ss,  shall 
be  subnoitted  to  the  house  of  rtpresentatives,  and 
also  to  the  senate,  on  the  first  d..y  of  the  session  of 
the  general  assembly,  aiid  each  house  shall  be  the 
(i;iil  jiidge  of  llie  election  returns  and  qualificiidons 
of  itt;  own  members. 

§  7  Tiie  house  of  representatives  when  assem- 
bled, shall  cbocse  i.  sntiker,  clerk,  andotDer  offi- 
cers. The  senate  shall  cj-oose  its  oerk  and  oilier 
officers  except  tl^e  president.  A  i:i;ijority  of  e.icti 
house  shall  constitute  a^quorum  to  do  busiiiH.ss,; 
but  a  smaller  nu.aiber  ni.  y  arljourn  froin  day  tc  day, 
ar..!  compel  the  altendunce  i>f  absent  (ic-rnbcrs  in 
such  niaimer,  and'"'undtr  suci>  penalties,  as  each 
honsi^  may  prescribe. 

§  8,  Ejc'h  house  shall  determine  ••h- rules  of  its 
own  proceedings,  f)!'iis!-  members  ♦b.-  disord.^rly 
conduct,  and,  'Aith  the  cotiscnt  of  two  thirds,  expel' 
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a  m'^mbt-r,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  Sisme 
caM'.e,  and  shall  have  all  other  ponders  necessary  for 
a  branch  of  the  legislature  of  a  free  and  iiidepen- 
de'it  s^ate. 

§9  Etich  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  piiblisii  the  same  wh^-n  requir--'d  by 
on-^-fifth  of'its  members,  excep.  s.ich  parts  a-;,  in  (he 
ju  "irmer.t  of  a  majority,  requii  e  secrecy.  The  yews 
and'tiavs  of  die  members  of  either  house  shall,  ai 
the  de^i-e  of  one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  catered 
on  the  journids. 

§10.  'I'he  senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all 
-  case=:  of  civil  process,  be  privilejjed  from  arrest 
during  t  '6  sf.ssion  of  tli'.  general  assembly,  and  for 
fnvir  days  before  tlie  co;Tirneaccrnent  and  afer  the 
terminatiori  of  any  session  thereof  And  for  any 
speech  or  debate  in  eitl.er  hoiise,  they  shall  not  be 
questioned  in  any  othtr  place. 

§11.  The  debates  of  each  house  shall  be  public, 
except  on  such  occasion  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  may  require  secrecy. 

ARTICIE  FOURTH. 

Of  the  Executive  Department. 

§1.  The  supreme  executive  posver  of  the  state 
shall  be  vested  in  a  povernor,  who  shall  be  clios^-n 
by  the  electors  of  the  state,  and  shall  hold  his  office 
for  one  y-^ar  from  the  first  Wednesday  of  M:-y 
next  succee  'ing-  b.i'^  election,  and  ur.'il  iiis  succes- 
sor be  duly  (juadhed.  No  person  who  is  L^ot  an 
elector  of  this  state  and  who  has  not  arrived  at  the 
age  of  thirty  yc:',rs,  shall  be  eligible. 

§2.  At  the  meetings  of  ihf  electors  in  the  respec- 
tive towns  in  the  momh  of  April  in  each  year,  im- 
mediately nfter  the  election  of  senat'.rs,  the  presid- 
ing nffic.'js  shall  call  upon  the  electors  to  bring  i!i 
their  baiiots  for  !iim  whop.i  they  would  elect  to  be 
governoi-,  with  Jiis  naaie  fiirly  written.  When  siicTi 
ballots  shall  have  been  received  and  counted  in  the 
presence  of  the  electors,  duplicate  listy  or' the  per- 
sons voted  f  )r,  :<tid  of  the  number  of  voteK  given 
for  eicli,  s'lall  be  m:ide  and  certified  by  t*«e  pr.jsl(l- 
ing  oflicei',  one(;f  \viiich  lists  s'ikH  be  dr-po-siied  in 
the  office  of  the  tov.Ti-clerk  within  tl^ree  d;.'ys,  and 
the  other,  within  ten  d.-^ys  after  siid  flection,  shall 
be  transriHtted  to  die  secretary,  or  to  the  sherilTof 
the  county,  in  which  such  election  shall  have  been 
held.  Tlie  sheriff  rect'ivi:)g  said  votes  s'lall  deliver, 
or  cause  tliem  to  be  delivered,  to  the  secret ar} 
within  lifieeTi   dtiys  next  afier  said  election.     The 
votes,  so  returner!,  sliall  be  countrd  by  the  treasu- 
rer, secretary  and  comptroller,  wiihin  the  nionlh 
of  April.     A  ftiir  lis'  of  the  persons  and  nund^cr  of 
votes  given  for  cac'''.,  together  with  the  rciurns  of 
the  prc:si''iiig  officers,  shall  be,  by  the  treasurer,  se- 
cretary and  corrptroUer,  made  and  laid  before  ih.e 
general  assembly,  then  next  to  be  holden,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  tlsereof;  and  said  assembly 
shall,  after  examination  of  the  same,_^decl;.re  the 
person  whom  they  shall  find  to  be  legally  cliosen, 
and  give  him  notice  accordingly.    If  no  pei-son  shall 
have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  said  voles, 
or  if  two  or  more  shall  have  an  equal  ^uid  the  gre;.t- 
•est  nu.ntibr-r  of  said  voles,  then  said  asserrbiy,  on 
the  second  day  of  tlieir  session,  by  joint  b;tllot  of 
boiii   houses,   shall   proceed,    without   debate,    to 
choose  a  governor  from  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
two  persor.s  liuvinj;  Uie  greatest  number  of  v^tc.s, 
or  of  the  names  of  tlie  persor.s  luni  g  an  equal  and 
liighesi  n^irnber  of  votes  ^o  returned  as  aforesaid. 
The  general  :i>;sembly  shall,  by  Va^v,  prescribe  the 
rnamier  ill  v.liich  all  que-siions  concerning  the  elec- 
tion pi'  a  governor  or  iJLUtenant-gaveruor  .shidi  be 
«etermincd. 


§3  At  the  annnd  meetinsis  of  the  electois,  imrsTe- 
dia'r'ly  after  the  election  of  govf-rnor,  the-e  vhall 
also  be  chose.-,  in  the  same  m-uirer  as  is  herein 
before  provided  for  the  election  of  goverro'-,  a  lieu- 
tenant-governor,  whosliall  C'^mh^'iC  in  ofilcc  for  ';he 
same  time,  and  ])ovsess  ihe  ."/.ime  qu'dincations. 

§4.  T'le  cof  pensations  of  ih?  governor,  lieuten- 
ant governor,  senators  .-nd  renrescnlaUvcs,  shall  be 
established  by  law,  atid  shall  not  be  varied  so  as  to 
take  ef^'er'  until  after  an  el-  clion,  which  sh.iU  neNt 
succeed  the  passage  of  the  law  establishit>g  said 
CO  "(tpei.-'ations. 

§5  The  governor  shall  be  cap'^in  general  nf  the 
militia  of  the  state,  esrepl  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Stau.s. 

§  6.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from 
the  officers  in  the  executive  dep-^rtmenl,  on  any 
su'iject  relating  to  the  duties  of  thcjr  respeettive 
oifioes. 

§  7.  The  governor,  in  cisenf  a  disagreement  be- 
tween the  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  respect- 
ing the  time  of  adjonrnment,  ijiiy  adjourn  them  to 
such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the 
day  of  the  next  sta'ieil  session. 

§  8.  He  shall,  from  tmi'^  to  (ime,  give  thegencr,",! 
assembly,  intorm.ition  of  the  slate  of  the  gover.'i- 
meni,  and  recommend  to  tlieir  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  siud.l  deem  expelient. 

§  9.  lift  «hall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  fj.'.iirul- 
ly  exf^cuted. 

§  10.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  re- 
prieves, lifter  conviction,  in  all  cases^  except  th.ose 
of  impeachment,  tmiil  iho  em;  of  the  next  session 
of  tlie  general  asseinbly,  and  no  longer 

§  11.  All  commissions  sh.ali  bo  io  i'.- n;'.'j:  :  anl 
by  authority  of  the  stale  of  Con;',ecticut;  sliail  be 
sealed  with  the  state  seal,  signed  by  the  govern  r, 
a.Nd  attested  by  the  secretary. 

§  12.  Every  bill  which  sh;dl  have  pns'ted  both 
houses  of  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  presentc  I 
'o  the  governor.  If  he  a]>pri)Ves  he  sliall  sii',n  an-l 
transmit  it  to  the  secretary,  but  if  not,  lie  shall  re- 
turn i^  to  the  hou;>e  in  v/hich  it  (.riginated,  wit]>  his 
objections,  v;iiich  sliall  be  entered  on  ths  journals 
of  the  hotise;  who  shiil!  proceed  to  reoonsider  the 
bill.  If  after  such  reconsi-.'erati^m,  that  boils'^  shdl 
again  pas.s  it,  it  sh;d!  be  setit  v/ith  the  objections, 
to  the  other  house,  whicli  shall  also  rc-con.s;der  it. 
If  approved,  it  sliuU  beetonie  a  inv.-.  But  in  sticli 
cases  the^'0les  of  both  houses  siuU  be  deif  r;T)in;rd 
by  ytas  and  neiys;  and  ihe  t^atsifs  nf  v'le  mrmbLr-, 
voting  for  and  ;. gainst  the  bill,  sliall  be  entered  on 
the  joiu-nals  ofeac'i  house  respectively.  If  tiie  bill 
shall  not  be  reuirnid  by  the  governor  Vi'tliin  th.ree 
d.iys,  (SanduMi  exc.ejjled)  ..ficr  it  siuU  h.,ve  bcei\ 
{)rirsentcd  to  isi;n,  tlie  Simc  shall  be  a  law  in  lii;..-: 
milliner  as  if  lie  h:id  signed  it;  Unless  the  g. ncral 
assembly,  bytl-eir  tdjoii  mn.n'.vrevents  is  retirn, 
in  vvjiich  case  itslmll  not  be  a  lav/. 

§  13.  The  lieutenant  gnvenrrp  shdl,  byvirvr.eof 
his  ofRcf ,  be  presiiient  (if  Ihe  senate,  and  have,%v'ion 
in  comniif.ee  of  tlie  wliole,  a  !''f^ht  to  debate,  s.nel 
when  the  senate  is  equally  divided,  to  give  tlie  cast- 
ing vote. 

§  14.  in  case  of  t!ie  death,  re^i<!:u.itioii,.  refiisd 
to  serve,  or  removal  from  ofTice  ofihc  g,>ver!ior,vpr 
of  his  impeach  men',  or  absence  from  shtj  state,  tl;n 
lieutenar.t  governor  shall  eserri-e  the  power.s  and 
an'diority  a;>it)ertaining  to  'he  oltice  of  governor, 
ti:itil  another  be  chosen,  at  the  next  periodical  cloc- 
■>ioft.fcr  governor,  .-uid  be  rluiy  q-!:Jified;  or  un'il 
he  goveiiior  lixipeichod  o.abiin;,  sli  ill  be  acquit- 
ted or  retui'ii.  •    "  " 
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§  l.j.  "Whtn  the  government  shall  be  atlminister- 
e.r!  [ly  iiie  iiev!le;'.:<nt  governor,  or  he  shall  be  unable 
to  ai;ei>a  as  piesiiknt  of  the  senate,  the  senate 
sIskII  elect  one  of  Uinr  rneinbtrrs,  as  prtsident  jiru 
len:fjove.  And  if  cU'.rnig  'die  vaciincy  of  llie  oHice  of 
goveriior,  ti.e  iieiiteiutnt  govcmoi-  shall  die,  resign, 
refuse  to  serve,  or  be  reniovtd  from  ofTici-,  or  if  lie 
siial!  be  iir.pe^ci'Cd,  or  absent  from  tlie  suite,  tlie 
president  ot  Wie  senate,  ^t-o  tempore,  shall  in  like 
manner  adiiiuiister  the  governn;eiii  uruil  lie  be 
supercedi.'d    by  a  governor  or  lieutenant  governor. 

^  16.  If  the  lieiiieiiant  fjover-or  s' aU  be  req'ur- 
cd  lo  itc'miiiisler  the  government,  and  sliall  while 
in  siich  administration,  die  or  resign  during  the 
rece.'Js  of  liie  general  assemby,  it  shall  be  tlie  du- 
ty o.' the  sectetarj',  for  the  time  being,  to  convene 
tUe  .senate  for  the  purpoaC  of  choosing  a  president 
pro  ii'inli'tve. 

§  17.  A  treasurer  shall  annually  be  chosen  by  the 
dec  ors  at  their  meeting  in  April;  and  the  votes 
shall  be  reltiriied,  counted,  canvassed,  and  declar- 
ed, in  the  same  mantier  as  is  provided  for  the  elec 
lion  of  yrveriior  and  lieutenant  governor,  but  the 
voies  for  treasurer  shall  be  canvasaed  by  the  secre- 
Uiry  and  comptroller  only.  He  siiali  receive  ail  trio- 
iiies  belonging  to  the  stale,  and  disburse  the  same 
Oidy  us  he  may  be  directed  by  Uw.  lie  sh.ill  pay  no 
warrant  or  order  for  tr.e  disbursement  of  public 
money,  uiUil  tlie  same  has  been  registered  in  the 
ofH.ceof  the  comptroller. 

§  18.  A  secretary  shall  be  chosen  next  after  the 
treasurer,  and  in  the  same  mHimer;  and  the  votes 
fni-  secretary  shall  be  returned  to,  and  counted, 
canvusiicd  and  declared  by  the  treasurer  and  conip 
irollcr.  He  shall  have  the  sufe  keeping  and  cust«- 
dy  of  the  public  records  and  documents,  and  parti- 
cularly of  t!ic  acis,  resolutions  and  orders  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  record  the  same;  and  perform 
jiU  such  lUitus  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  He 
si  aU  be  the  keeper  of  the  seal  of  the  eUte,  which 
shall  not  be  altered. 

§  19.  A  conipu'ciler  of  tl;e  public  accounts  shall 
be  ai'.nuhUy  appointed  by  the  general  assembly.— 
lie  shall  adjust  and  settle  all  public  accounts  and 
dL-maiuls,  except  grants  and  orders  of  the  general 
sssenjbly.  He  shall  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
and  rer.dcrir.gall  public  accounts.  He  sliall  ex  of- 
Jicio,  be  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  accoiuits  of  tlie 
treasurer.  The  general  assembly  may  assign  te  him 
ciiier  duties  in  relation  to  his  office,  and  to  tiiat  ot 
the  treasurer,  and  shall  prescribe  the  manner  in 
whicli  his  dinjes  shall  be  performed. 

^>(  2U.  A  shcrilf  shall  bo  appointed  in  each  cotmty 
bv  the  general  assembly,  who  siiall  hold  his  office 
for  ilires  veai-s,  removeuble  by  said  assembl),   and 
shuii  btcvime  bound  widi  sufficient  sureties  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  state,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  bis  cHice,  in  sucli  maimer  as  shall  b(. 
prisovibe^l  by  law;  in  cise  the  sheriff  of  any  coun- 
Iv  ^,;;;.ii  die  or  resign,  the  governor  m.iy  Hil  the  v... 
cui.ey  occaisioiied  tiitreby,  un  il  the  same  shall  b' 
fi/ed  bv  t!ie  general  assembly. 
'  §  '21.  A    statement    of  all  receiplf;,    payments, 
f.i-.-.ds,  and  debts  of  the  state,    shall  be    publisiied 
i'vuiu  lio.e  to  time,  in  such  u.auner  and  atsucii  pe- 
r.oJ.s,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
AKTiCLK  FiFrn. 
Of  the  judicial  ikpaytment. 

\  1.  Ths  judicial  power  of  the  stale  shall  be 
vcs'. od  in  a  s.inrcme  court  of  errors,  a  superior 
court  aud  such  'i:ifevir;r  courts  as  tlie  general  as- 
seiobiy  si. all,  from  time  to  liuu,  ordjdn  and  estab- 
lish. T;ie  powers  uwA  jaiisdiclio:iof  wiiicli  courts, 
stiall  ^e  defif-ed  by  law. 


§  2  There  shall  be  appointed  in  each  coirny  a 
sufficient  number  of  justices  of  the  peace,  with 
sucli  jurisdiciifn  in  civil  and  criminal  cases  as  thr. 
general  assembly  may  prescribe. 

4  3-  I  he  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  errors, 
of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts,  and  all  justices 
of  the  peace,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  general  as- 
sembly, in  such  manner  as  shall  by  law  be  prescrib- 
ed. 'I'he  judges  of  the  supreme  rou' t,  and  of  the 
superior  coin,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  goad 
behavioui ;  but  may  be  removed  by  impeichment; 
and  the  governor  shall  a'sore.T.ove  them  on  the  ad- 
dress of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  each  house 
of  the  general  assembly;  all  other  judges  and  jus- 
t  ices  of  the  peace  shall  be  appoint  cd  annually.  No 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  capable  of 
holding  his  office,  after  he  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years. 

ARTrCLE   SIXTH. 

Of  the  Qiitihficatiotta  of  Electors. 

§  1.  All  persons  who  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
previous  to  the  ratification  of  this  constitution,  be 
admitted  freemen,  according  to  the  Pitisting  laws 
of  this  state,  shall  be  electors. 

§  2.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  have  gained  a  settlement  in  this 
state,  attained  the  age  of  iv/cnty  one  years,  and  re- 
sided in  the  town  in  which  he  may  offer  himself  to 
be  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  an  elector,  at  least 
six  months  preceding,  and  have  a  freehold  estate  of 
the  yearly  value  of  seven  dollars  in  tliis  state;  or 
having  been  enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  have  per- 
formed military  duty  therein  for  the  term  of  one 
year  next  preceding  the  time  he  shall  offer  himself 
for  admission,  or  being  liable  there  o,  shall  have 
been  by  authority  of  law  excused  therefrom;  or 
shall  have  paid  a  state  tax  within  the  ye.ir  next 
preceding  the  time  he  shull  present  himself  for 
such  admission,  and  shall  sustain  a  good  moral  cha- 
racter, sImII,  on  his  taking  sucu  uatli  as  may  be  pre* 
scribed  by  law,  be  an  elector. 

§  3.  Tile  privileges  of  an  elector  shall  be  frfelt- 
ed  by  a  conviction  of  bribery,  forgery,  perjury, 
duelling,  fraudule.it  bankruptcy,  theft,  or  other  of- 
fence for  which  an  infa'sious  punislime.it  is  inflicted. 

§  4.  Every  elector  shall  be  eligible  to  any  oifice 
in  this  state,  except  in  cases  provided  for  in  this 
constitution. 

§  5.  The  selectmen  and  town  clerk  of  the  sever»i 
towns,  shall  decide  on  the  qualifications  of  elec- 
tor.* at  such  limes  and  in  such  maniiev  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

§  6  Laws  shall  be  made  to  support  the  privilege 
of  free  suffrage,  prescribing  the  manner  of  regulat- 
ing and  conducing  meetings  of  the  electors,  anl 
.jrohibiting  under  adequate  penalties,  ail  undue  in- 
fluence therein,  from  power,  bribery,  tumult  and 
other  improper  conduct. 

§  7.  In  all  elections  of  officers  of  the  state,  or 
members  of  the  general  assembly,  the  votes  of  the 
electors  shall  be  by  ballot. 

§  8.  At  all  elections  of  officers  of  the  state  or 
menibcrs  of  the  general  HssenibU,  the  electors 
shall  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  tiieir  initnd- 
ance  upon,  and  going  to,  and  returning  from  the 
same,  on  any  civil  process. 

§  9.  The  nsee.ings  of  the  electors  for  the  elec- 
lion  of  the  sever;d  slate  olH.-ers  by  law  annually  te 
be  elected,  a;.d  me.n'f.eis  nf  tue  general  assembly 
of  this  siuip,  sliall  be  hoiden  on  the  first  Monday  cff 
.\pril  in  each  year. 

AllTieS-E  Sv.VEiVTH. 

Of  lit  :igiun. 
§  1.  It  being  the  duty  ot  all  men  to  worship  f&e 
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Sm-)  im»  neing-,  tlie  Gr^nt  Ci-estorand  Prescrvei-  of 
the  universe,  an,^  their  rij;ht  to  ronder  that  worship, 
in  the   mode  mnsi    consistent  wi'li  tie  dielales  of" 
their  coisfieiices;  no  p'=i'soa  shall  by  law  b---  com- 
pe)l-  d  to  j  )in  or  support,  nor  b''  classed  with  or  as- 
aofialerl  \o  any  r,' i'iJ- epj  ion,  chtirrli.  or  re!i  rious 
association.     And    every  person  now  belonpinaf  to 
tlie  conjrre^ation,  c')U'"ch,  or  religious  association, 
s  a'l  remain  a  member  thereof  u^til  lie  shall  have 
s  purate.l  himself  tliereftom,  in  the  inanupr  herein 
ifier   providf^d;    ai'd  each    and    every    society    or 
ilenominalion   of  c'.rislians  in  this  state,  shall  have 
aTi  :  enjoy  the  same  and  equal  powers,  rights  and 
privil-ijes;  «nd  shall  have  power  and  autliority  to 
support  and  maintnin  the   ministers  or  teachers  of 
their  respective  denominations,  and  to  build  and 
repair  house's  fo:  public  worship,  by  a  tax  on  the 
members  of  any  such  society  only,  to  be  laid   by 
a  major  vote  of  kg'al  voters  assembled  at  any  socie- 
ty mee'ing^,  warned  and  held  according  to  law, 

§  2.  If  any  person  shall  c'.oose  to  separate  liimself 
from  the  society  or  denomination  of  ch  -istlaus  to 
which  he  may  belong,  and  shall  leave  a  written  no- 
tice thereof  with  the  clerk  of  such  society,  l>e  shall 
thereupoD  be  no  longer  liable  for  any  future  cxpen 
ses  which  may  incurred  by  said  society. 

ATVTICLE  KIGHTH. 

Of  Eilitcadon. 

§  1  The  charter  of  Yale  college,  as  modlfie<l 
hy  agreement  with  the  corpriration  thereof,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  general  asseiublj',  passed  in 
May  1792,  is  hereby  confirmed. 

%  2.  The  fund  called  I'le  School  Fund  shall  re- 
main a  peroetual  fund,  the  interest  of  wi.ich  shall 
be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  and  en- 
couragement of  the  public,  or  fcommon  schools 
thr.  \ighout  the  state,  and  for  the  equal  benefit  of 
all  the  people  thereof.  The  valae  and  amount  of 
said  fund  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  ascertain- 
ed in  such  ma'mer  as  t!ie  general  assembly  may 
prescribe, published  and  recorded  in  the  comptrol- 
ler's cffic ';  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made,  au- 
thorizing said  fund  to  be  diverted  to  any  other  use 
than  the  encouragement  and  support  of  public,  or 
common  scho  'Is,  -tmong  the  several  school  socie- 
ties, as  justice  and  equity  shall  require. 

ARTICLE  NIKTH. 

Of  Impenchmenta. 

%  1.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the 
sole  power  of  irr.peac!,i!ig. 

§  2.  Ad  impeachments  s'  all  be  tried  by  the  se- 
nate. When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be 
on  oath  or  affirmation.  No  p-rson  shall  be  convict- 
ed without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present.  When  the  governor  is  impeach- 
ed, the  chief  justice  shall  preside. 

<t  3.  Tlie  governor,  and  all  other  executive  and 
judicial  officers  shall  be  liable  to  impeachmeut; 
but  judges  'h\  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to 
hold  any  oftice  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this 
state.  The  party  convicted,  sliall  nevertheless,  he 
liable  and  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punish- 
ment according  to  law. 

h  4.  Treason  agi.iiist  the  stale  shall  consist  only 
m  levying  war  agamst  it,  or  adhering  to  ^'s  ene'- 
mies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person 
6hA\  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  tlie  tebti- 
reony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  s,ame  overt  act,  or  on 
confession  in  open  court.  No  conviction  of  treason, 
or  attainder  shall  work  corrupticn  of  blood,  or  foi- 
feiture. 


AUTICLK  TENTH. 

General  Pi  ovisim, 
^  1   Members  of  the  gener.i.  assembly,  and  all 
officers,  executive  and  judicial,  shidl,  bf*ore  tluy 
enter  on  the  duties  of  their  r'.speelive.  offices,  take 
the  foUowiiu;  oat'i  or  afiir'niai  ^n,  to  wit. 

You  do  sohMUidv  swe-ir  (or  affiriii  hs  the  case  ;uay 
be)  ti.'at  you  will  support  the  conotilU'ioa  of  tlic 
United  States,  and  the  constitu'ion  of  the  st^te  of 
Connecticf.',  so  lon^  ks  vou  eo'itinue  a  citizen  tlvrt- 
o!";  and  that  you  ^"ill  f  dthfiily  discliarge  according 
to  h;w,  the  ;bn.i'S  of  'he  office  of 

lo  the  best  of  your  abilities. 

So  help  you  G.')d. 
^  2.  Each  town  sl.aU  annually  elect  select  meit, 
and  stich  officers  of  locd  police,  as  the  laws  may 
prescribe. 

§  3.  TJje  rights  and   dtilies    of  all    corporations 
shall  renain    as  if  fhis  consti  r.tion  h;.d  not  been 
adopted;  with    (he  e.^tc^piion  of  such   regulation* 
and  restrictions  as  are  contained   in  this  cons'.ilu 
tion.     All  judicial  and  civil  officers,  now  in  ofrice, 
who  have  been  appointed  by  tlie  ;,-eoeral  ;;ssembly^ 
and    co!nur:s-.:on';  d   iCCorv'iag    to  law,  and  all  S'tcij 
ofBcers  as  shall  be  appointed  by  said  .issembly,  -mvA 
commissioiied  as  aforesaid,  before  the  fir«t  Wed- 
nesday of  May  nexv,  slull  continue  to  hold  I'o-eir 
offices  until  the  first  day  oT  June  next,  unless  they 
shall  b-fore  that  time,  resign  or  he  removd  ^•■(^^x 
office  according  to  law.     The  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary shall  contiinie  in  office  until  a  treasurer  arid 
secretary  shall  be  appointed  tuider  this  cons;iiCi- 
tion.     A'.l  military  officers  shall  (iontinue  to  hold 
^nd   ex=-rcise   their    respective  offices   until    the>' 
sIikU  resign  or  be  removed  .iccording  io  law.     All 
laws  not  co:>tr.ary  to,  or  i^.consis  et;t  with  the  p'-o- 
visions  of  this  constitution,  shall  remain  in  force, 
uuiil  they  shall  expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or 
shall  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the  general  issem- 
bly,  in  pursuance  of  tiiis  constitution.     The  validi- 
ty of  ail  bon(?s,  debts,  contracts,  as  well  of  indivi- 
duals MS  of  bodies  corporate,  orthe9tate,ofall  suits, 
actions,  or  rights  of  action,  both  in  law  and  equity, 
shall  coniinue   as   if  no  change  had   taken  place. 
The  governor,    lieutenant    governor,   and   general 
assembly,   which  is  to  he  formed  in  October  nexi, 
shall  have,  and  possess,  all  the  powers  and  auth'<ri- 
ties,  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent   with  this 
constitution,  wliich  they  now  have  and  possess,  until 
the  firs    Wednesday  of  May  next. 

§  4.  No  judge  of  the  superior  court,  or  of  the 
sujireme  court  of  errors;  no  member  of  congress; 
no  person  hoidifg  any  office  under  tiie  authority  of 
tlie  United  States;  no  persi;n  holding  the  olTic*  of 
treasurer,  secretary,  or  comptroller;  no  sheriff  or 
sheriR's  deputy,  shall  be  a  member  of  ihe  genera 
assembly. 

AHTICtE   ELKVENTH. 

Of.hnendinents  of  the  C'lusiilution. 
AVhenever  a  majority  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentativfj.s  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  al'er,  or  amend 
this  constitution,  they  may  propose  such  alterati:,  n 
and  amendments;  wiiich  proposed  air.en.ltnents 
shall  be  continued  to  ihe  nest  general  .-uise\r.b!y, 
and  be  published  wit  h  the  liws  wliich  nmy  hwe 
been  pRssed  at  tiie  same  session;  a:-  1  if  two  thi;  is 
of  each  house,  at  the  nexi  session  of  said  assembly, 
shall   approvt  the  aifie;:dmenls  proposed,  byjCis 

die  s  'creiai-. , 

i'l   each  lowi 

wlio:ie  duly    il   sh.ll   be  to  p  res  "it 

inhabitants    tiiereof,    for    the  r 

nse-itir!;;,  Icj^dliy  v.-ar.ied 

iuid  if  il  sluil  ap.oear 


and  n.iV:,,  s  iid  amendriients  «!.al',  by 

be   transnriilu.d  to    the   town   cle:k 

in  this  state; 

the   same    to   the 

consideration,   at  a    t,ow 

and  held  for  that  purpose 


fo 
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h\  fi  mn-niv  lo  bp  p'-ovicled  by  luw,  mat  a  majority 
of  the  electors  present  at  such  meetinj^s,  shall  have 
approved  such  a!..ciiclr.ient.s,  the  same  shall  be 
vai-.^, 'to  s(ll  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  p^irt  of  this 
cohsiitution. 

Done  in  fonven^ion  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  ihowsand 
eig>t  ]iU(if!re  1  and  ei£i)teen,  and  of  the  inde 
pender.ce  of  the  United  S'sxei  t)ie  forty-third. 
Jjy  (jvk'r  of  the  convention. 
OLIVEIIWOLCOTT,  President. 

RouEUTl-AinCiULD,  S 

T!il'  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 

ti-iii  of  the Wliole  instrument  preceding- 

Ye  's — Me^^rs.  Syivester  Wells,  N.  Terry,  S.  Hart, 
Nort/ :,  R.  Pitkin."  Reed,  Jef'cks,  H  Terry,  Dixon, 
S.'v  icl  Weiis,  Wilonx,  Baiker,  E.  Phclphs,  J. 
I'ettih'ine,  Jr.  Jonef-,  M»rse,  Mitchell,  E.  Marshall, 
i  Pitelps,  Bristol,  N.  Smith,  Huil.-G  Shelton,  Todd, 
R.  Piei'pont,  Ciark,  D.  Pi'  rpo^t,  I).  Tomiinson,  Oj- 
bo;-!i,  Aii-'reu's,  M.irks,  Miles,  Adams,  Ives,  Maii- 
v.-ar-in^',  Learned,  Turner,  Fvauir.an,  F  i.\,  D-iboll,  W. 
V/iUiam.s,  B'.",JT<ai>,  Brockvv'ay,  Coinslock,  C.  Smith, 
\\.  Rundail,  Jr.  Palmer,  Kimball,  W.  Raiidaii,  Gal- 
lup. A%'ery,  Hill,  ^"i-  T.^miinson,  Starr,  Cook,  Lacey, 
Lockv.ooci,  T.  S  Wells,  W  Slieiton,  Seeley,  Ear- 
nuin,  B'/.sHM-d,  Fuuman, -M.  Gregory,  Eversley, 
Wiii.ing,  L.  Sanf  )rd,King,  GubertjGraves,  Edwards, 
BiirlOi,,  A.  Gresj.M'v,  Benneit,  Siurges,  Webb,  Wat- 
do,  Byles,  R.  W.  Wi'diams,  Fuller,  E.  G'lfiin,  L. 
"War-  er,  Hviichi'.s.TUden,  BaJ.'Cock,  Freeman,  Gur- 
icv,  Woodv/ard,  Duul-p,  M-ilhewson,  Hal!,  G.  Lar- 
r.ed,  Ni;ch'Js,  Keig-^'io,  M'Lellan,  O.  Wolcotl, 
Welch,  Byrridl,  Douglar.s,  Piuney,  A.  Phelps,  Bur.). 
haiii,  lir.le,  Notth,  St.  John,  .Merwint,  A.  PeUi!>one, 
J.  rii:dAel,  Duties-,  T-owbndge,  S.  C'v.irch,  D.  John- 
SO':,  If.  Marshall,  B  ishnell,  Miller,  Sto*'.  Sa^^e,  Ly 
rnan,  Giie-;:  .sey,  Uraiiiard,  H'r.riingtwU,  H'.i;igerford, 
Ciir.p.ftan,  YounJj,  Alvord,  Hurrovvi-.,  JJ*eiers,  E 
ilyde,  N.  Johs'sun,  Crawfdrd,  Paul,  Sibley,  Brig- 
ha  's  Hu!-)-vr-lS4. 

Navs— IM&ssrs,  Hooker,  B    H.rc,  Everest,  S.  Pit- 
ki>i,  r.  Pitkin,  Treadwell,  A.  (Jhurc'/i,  Treat,  Buell, 


was  sufficie'-st  to  induce  him    to  vote  against    the 
bill  on  the    table;  inasmuch,  as  be  did  not  believe 
th.M  such  a  necessity  existed  as  to  wai-rant   or  to 
j'jstifj,-  contrress  to  interfere  in  this  unknown  of  a.nd 
unprecedented    way.     But   this,  Mr.  M  .said,  "as 
not  his  strong  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill 
•—he  was  opposed  to  affording  any   additional  fici- 
iities  to  this  imr.-iense  corporation,  already  too  pow- 
erful as  it  respected  the  monied  transactions  of  this 
country,   further  to   oppress    the  state    and    local 
banks  of  this  country,  and,  through  them,  the  peo- 
ple— those  of  the  western  country  particularly.  He 
was  enabled,  he  said,   by  his  personal  observation, 
to  speak  with  precision  as  to  the  prejudicial  results 
and  effects    this  bank  had  in    its  operation    there, 
particularly  in  that  portion  of  the  country  he  had 
the  honor,  in   part,  to  represent.     Sir,  said   he,  in 
consequence  of  the  inimical   disposition   shewn  by 
this  powerful  national  corporation,  to  the  state  and 
local  banks,  tlie  paper    of  tiie   latter  is  at  a  large 
discount,  aUhough  they  pay  specie  for  their  notes, 
and  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  discounts,  and,  in 
many  instances,  conapelled  to  press  their  borrowers 
in  order  to  redeem   their  pjper,  held  by  this  bank, 
its  branches  and  the   government.     This  process!, 
Mr.  M.  said,  caused  a  pressure  severe  in  the  ex- 
treme,  and  unprecedented  In  its  extent;  in  the  west, 
so  much  so,  that  he  would  be  unfaithful  to  his  con 
svituents  and  to  himself  if  he  did  not  raise  bis  voice 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  fraught  witU   evils  to  the  vital  interest  of 
the  western  counti-v;  and  he  hoped  there  was  vir- 
tue  and  indepersdence  enough  iu  this  house  to  pre- 
vent its   passage,  and  tiieroby  rescue,  temporarily 
at  least,  a  great  portion  of  ii:e  people  from  sudden 
and    inevitable   ruin.     Mr.  M.  said    he  would  not 
row  examine  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  the  esiab- 
lisliinent  of  this    national  bank — it   was  now    too 
late  for  that  discussion:  he  would  only  remsrk,  he 
never  was  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  this  corpora- 
tion ut  t.  e  time  it  was  created,  with  its  ample  pow- 
ers   and  enormous   capital,     itiis    observations  he 
now  wished    to  confine  to  the  effects  and   opera- 
tions of  this  b-:ik  on  the  country.     What,  he  asked, 
were    the  consequences,    in  tlie  state   of  Ohio,   of 
Wiiitilesey,  Giannis,  Lusk,  Fowler,   Rose,  Riggs!  the  orders  given  to  the  receivers  of  public  moneys 
Fa-nl-.arp,  Benedict,  Bull,  Gunn,  Tiiofas,   Toils,  (tliere  by   the  secretary    of  the    treasury?     In   the 
T)emir,g,  Isiiam,  J.  H  de,  ,\bt  1,  C.  Stutord,  S>eve;is,  f  land  office  at  Wooster,  he  was  informed,  no  money 
"XVcftd,  F.Hirrthiid,   Perkins,  Paine,   Frost,  In^h;dls,    vvould  be  taken  but  the  p.jper  of  the  bank  of  the 
Chiids',  Havden,  Miiis, Lambert,  Swift,  Brace,  .\us-    U.ilted    States,    specie,   and    pancr   at  par  in  the 
tin,  M*arsn",  .Swan,  EveretK    Hin  Isnle,  W.  Rate!!, 'cities.     Tifis  it   was  out  of  the  power  of  the  peo- 
'Va'iL-.Kdge'  liald?  in,  Plati',  Perry,  Bacon,  A.  AVol-jpleto  procure,  as  the  paper  of  all  then-  banks  was 
cott,'  Eiiio%  Lane,  Nott,  Sill,  Rt.ioi,  Edger.on,  Wil-    at  a  discount;  the  corissquence  would  be,  that  ma- 
ny of  our  most  valuable  citizens   will  be   ruined, 
their  labor  and   money  be  lost,  and    their  land  re- 
ver!  to  the    government,  or  fall  into  the  hands  of 
monied  spectdators.     AH   this  embarrassment  was 
atiributed,    he  .'^aid,  by  the   best  inforaied,  to  the 
operations    of  this   stupendous   bank.     This    very 
morning  had  this  house  passvd  a  bill  preventing  the 
forfeiture  of  lands  in  Ohio  for  the  non-payment  of 
the   moneys  due  according  to  the  terms   of  sale, 
until  the  31st  of  M'lrch  next.     This  is  but  a  tempo- 
raiy  relief,  and   is  foljuded  on  the    etnbarrassment 
occasioned  by  this  bank  on  the  moni'd  transactions 
of  the   (country.     What  had  been    tlie  conduct  of 
one    of  its    branclieit,    established  at  Pittsburg   so 
late  as  i'ebruafy  last.'    They  discounted  some-.viiere 
abotit  tJiree  imudred  thousand  dollars.,  siuea  wiiich 
they  have  required  twenty-five  per  cetTt.  as  he  was 
informed,  to  be  paid  in  on  all  discouits— and  would 
receive  no    mo'iey  inpayment    i)f  that  cin-t-ii'.   Ijtit 
specie,  their  own  paper,  or  i!ie  paper  of  t'le  banfes 
of  PitLsburg,     Was  this  not  calculated   to  ruin  itfe 


ley,  B.  Phelps,  Pet!S<=',  Tallcott— 61. 

Ilebate  on  the  Eank. 

110 us r;  OF  REPltBbEN  r.V  !  IVES. 
■Vhuvsdny,  4prU  16th,  1818 

Tl'.e  bill  fo  H  llie  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  iuc'rporating  tlie  bank  of  the  Uni-ed  States, 
(auihor-!/,ing  the  appoiniment  of  a  vice  president, 
&c.)  leaving  been  read,  and  the  question  stated  on 
orde'fiiiF  t!ie  same  to  be  read  a  third  tin^e — 

Mr.  Jisor^-,  rtf  Pe.irisyivania,  rose,  and  said,  lie 
Voned  the  bill  would  noi.  be  ordered  to  a  thir-i  read- 
in-i-.  He  said,  iic  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
this  l.nll  for  s,everal  re.iso'is:  because,  it  contained 
a  nrincipie  novel  and  tnipi  ecedented  in  itself,  au- 
thoriaing  tlie  president  and  directors  of  this  stu- 
pendous iuaioaal  in.stitulion  to  appoint  an  assistant 
])re.su5en;  and  cashier,  for  sigiiing  liie  bill ;  of  the 
barik,  in  order  to  thruu'  mo- s  of  liieir  paper  into 
oi"rculaiion  and   iutostiic  market.     This,  of  itself,. 
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borrowers  and  t!ios°  banks,  and,  lhrou<;:h  those 
banks,  the  surro'indinir  b^nks  and  the  people? 
AVhrn  "sveh  'v.^s  the  prtss'ire  (-.ccusioned  '  y  this 
b:ink,  with  its  present  power  and  fr.cilities,  ouW 
this  hcu-e  afibrd  additional  poM-ers  and  facilities  to 
further,  and  mors  ripiclly  increase,  the  present 
al.vminff  pressor'"?  I  viusi  and  Slope  not,  said  Mr- 
31.  Sir,  uniess  this  gii-rnit'C  i'lStirution  is  tiovern- 
ed  by  a  more  liheral  :ind  magnaoirnoiis  policy  than 
h!^he^to,  it  will  too  so^r.  crush  the  state  and  local 
ba-iks,  an  1  oppress  t!)e  "inj  a-ily  of  this  nation. 
What  is  the  c  nirse  no-v,  lie  .-ked,  i;i  the  west,  ir 
collecting  easterns  debs?  Why,  sir,  nothinj^  but 
money  that  c^m  be  hnd  but  by  few  will  he  taken  in 
payment;  property  will  b<^  s  icrifiCtd  for  little  or 
noihing;,  as,  in  the  nature  cf  things,  tlierecan  be 
but  fev^'  purchasers;  and  ti/e  result  will  be,  liiat  the 
real  property  ofthe\vest  wdlfall  into  vhe  hands  of 
the  wealthy  merch'iuts  and  bank  sfockhoMers. 
Mr.  M,  said,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  he 
rowld  look  at  this  bill,  it  w.>s  pregnant  with  evils. 
lie,  therfrfure,  hoped  it  would  not  pass  to  a  third 
reading;;  and  moved,  that  when  the  question  was 
taken,  it  should  he  Uk?u  by  yeas  and  najs. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  of  Mississippi,  sai  1,  that  this 
wa(  a  late  period  of  the  session,  affording  no  time 
for  a  discus-ion  of  this  bill;  and,  as  no  absolute  ne- 
cessity could  be  alleajed  for  its  passage,  he  moved 
that  ♦he  .s'am°  b?  huUnnitchj  poatlmned. 

Mr.  Fcivsi'th,  of  Georgia,  said,  i.e  could  not  see 
any  necc-sity 'for  the  postponement  of  this  bill.  If 
contp.ini'g  incorrect  principles,  it  ouglit  not  to  pass 
at  all;  but,  if  otherwise,  it  might  as  well  be  adopt- 
ed now  as  at  the  next  sesssion  of  cwugress.  Fur 
his  own  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  impro- 
priety of  giving  to  this  inslifiuion  the  power  of 
effecting  the  oljjects  for  which  it  Vy-as  established. 
It  must  be  obvious,  he  said,  that  the  president  aud 
directors  were  under  a  moral  i/unsjiuion  to  corr:piy 
with  tlieir  engagements  to  the  United  Slates.  What 
Were  those  engagements.' One  of  them  was,  to  sup 
ply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  paper  ior  the  purposes 
of  the  revenue.  Ttjii  ooligitioo,  it  was  clear,  cotdd 
not  bo  performed,  unless  th.e  officers  of  the  bank 
liave  it  in  tl'.eir  power  to  prepare  the  paper.  No 
gen'.lema-i  would  denv',  Ihit  it  was  physicnily  iai- 
pos*i'jle  for  them  at  present  to  do  it.  This  iiisiitu- 
lion,  he  said,  had  be-'n  already  two  years  iu  op.era- 
tior;  and,  with  the  most  extraordinary  exertions, 
had  not  been  able  to  l.<i.sue  paper  to  an  i.rnount  of 
more  \h(in  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  more  than 
twelve  millions  of  which  stim  were  post  notes, 
which  were,  in  the  course  of  busiue.ss,  returned  to 
tlieiii,  and  not  re  issued:  so  that,  in  fact,  there 
were  but  eigtit  miilions  of  paper  of  il'iC  ba  >k  in  cir- 
culation. Theinten-st  ofllie  L'tiiied  Suies,  there 
fnv?^  and  the  accomplishinent  of  the  object  for 
which  the  bank  was  established,  dema.H.'id  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

But,  tiiere  vvas  anoth.er  important  reason,  Mr.  F 
said,  why  he  thought  tuis  biil  ought  to  pajS.  Ac 
cording  to  the  c'lart -r  of  die  b  uilc,  there  were  two 
or  three  mod*s  by  wuich  tlie  object  now  sout-t-t 
could  be  effected  by  the  bank,  but  in  a  maiiher 
more  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  commuaity 
than  that  proposed.  The  bank  is  authorised  to 
trade  in  bills  of  excha.  ge,  and  'rad-is  in  bills  with 
each  of  its  oranches.  The  director.s  then  have 
notbing  to  do  but  make  an  order  directing  the 
president  and  c.*sbier  of  each  branch  to  draw  on 
them  small  bills,  payable  to  betrer,  and  the  object 
is  effected.  Gentleinen  might  shake  their  heads 
at  this  suggestion,  Mr.  F.  sail,  but  if  they  woulil 
look  at  llie  charter,  they  ww.ild    see  it   might  be 


done.  And,  as  to  the  fear  of  such  a  measure  being 
visited  on  tiieir  heads  by  tlie  di^Jpleastire  of  diis 
iiou>ie,  the  directors  had  no  re-,sijn  to  fetr  is  f>r, 
he  sai;!,  the  bank  had  already  infringed  its  charter, 
i.v  his  opinion,  in  a-i  extraordinary  -lianner,  and  th.e 
uttembt  Ht  an  enquiry,  even,  into  their  c-ndtict, 
was  suppressed  ill  this  house.  For  i-n  act  such  as 
he  had  sug.^ested  as  wiihi^  the  powf  r  of  th'j  b  'id;:, 
t'ue  courts  of  justice  would  not  se',  asv^e  their  char- 
ter; and  hfi  w^.s  for  passirig  this  law  t<>  rem'-ve  all 
tei.'ipvation  to  sucli  aco'-.rse,  pariic.tlarly  as  he  saw 
no  ol'jection  tn  the  bill  itself.  If  the  gfntlenan 
who  had  spoke!*  cf  the  pressure  upon  the  state 
birnks  would  look  into  the  subject,  he  would  fi'td 
that  the  c:;use  ofii  was  the  deficiency  oftlie  paper 
in  circidatiop.;  f;r,  if  th.ere  were  iliu;i(hince  of  the 
paper  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  Stales  in  circihi- 
tion,  the  state  baiiln  could  certainly  get  it.  Tii'i 
very  object  ion  which  he  iiad  made  to  the  p^ss.age 
•if  tliis  bill  was  re.dly  a  strong  urguni.'.'nt  in  its  fa- 
vor. 1'  did  not  appear  to  \Ir.  F.  vhat  t!;eve  w;>s 
any  reasonable  obj' ction  to  this  bill;  and  any  gcn- 
tieman  wlio  w.iiiid  re^d  the  ietterof  the  s^r'ci-cti.ry 
of  the  treasury  on  this  subject  must,  lie  tho^'igiiv, 
be  satij.Red  oftlie  necessity  of  siic'i  a  provision  as 
that  contained  iii  it. 

Mv.  licfjcf'.soii,  of  Louisiana,  enquired  vd)etl-iep 
this  bill  was  founded  on  a  petition  from  the  s'-.ick- 
holders.i"  If  aot,  he  feU  no  disposiuon  to  act  at  all 
upon  the  subject. 

T':yti  Sfieukcr  replied,  that  titers  was  a  petition 
from  the  storkhoUlers. 

Mr.  !Inrri!son,o\'  Ohio,  s..id,  that  the  oppi.sitiou 
of  the  gentleiiian  from  Fennsylvania  pioved,  very 
conclu.'jivelj',  that  the  people  might  aim  at  the 
same  oi)jects,  and  pursue  different  courses  to  :.t. 
tain  It.  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  hill  for 
the  express  rcusou  assi^^ned  by  the  gentleman  fic-ri 
Pennsylvania  for  voting  against  it— to  rem^ive  the 
pressure  on  the  land  offiees.  This  pressure,  said 
Ml-.  H.  has  been  felt  for  some  time,  but  lately  more 
severely,  in  coasecpience  of  orders  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  prescribing  the  particular  mo. 
iiey  to'be  received  iu  paymc-  t:  From  my  own  know- 
le  Ige  I  can  siy  tiiat  of  that  money,  the  paper  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Statett,  tkere  is  scM'cciy  a 
note  to  be  found  in  circulation.  What  was  the 
alternative  permitted  to  those  who  owed  money 
for  the  public  l;ind.s?  To  pay  the  amourit  in  spfoie. 
If  the  debts  dwe  to  the  United  States  were  to  he 
p!»id  only  in  a  .sptcies  of  paper  not  to  be  found,  or 
in  specie,  was  it  not  evident  that  the  vaullsof  the 
state  banks  must  be  drained.'I'  had  been  said,  th;it 
toere  was  abundance  of  the  paper  cf  the,  bmk  of 
United  States  in  the  oinces  o'.' discount  and  d.ij;>- 
siteinthe  western  country.  Mr.  H  said,  if -.hp.t 
were  tiie  fact,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity 
f<)r  the  measure  proposed  in  tl.e  bill.  But,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  not  the  fact,  and  that  tlieue  was  a  very 
small  quantity  of  that  paper  in  the  western  cotiti- 
iry,  it  being  constantly  taken  up  by  the  me:  chints, 
and  sent  to  the  great  cities  of  the  United  States  to 
pay  for  goods.  He  was  perfectly  cof.vinced,  he 
said,  that  tlie  pressure  on  the  ftitizens  of  the  west 
could  only  be  relieved  by  a  meusure  of  the  so't 
now  proposed;  and  was  tlieiefore  iu  favor  of  tiie 
biil, 

-Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Tennessee,  hopfd  tiie  b'!l 
wouU]  not  pass.  The  bank  of  tlie  United  States 
was  already  a  pretty  stror;g  bunk,  anil  would  be 
slrotiger  some  yf.j.yi  hence.  T!ie  suite  institutions 
v.'Duid  nave  to  ben<l  before  tiie  ma.^lm(ll;l  Oti!-,k,  v; 
surely  as  ilie  Sur.  rises  in  the  e,■^^l  fn'.<l  sctsiu  jtic 
west;  a!id  tlic  moie    coagress  interfered  s\'iI\l  l';<:' 
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is'ocr;'r-'.'  i;i  the  ro>ir<?e  of  |  not  pay  specie  for  the  notes  of  other  branches  or  of 
thev  would  enable  it  to    the  mother  bsnk.     TI:e  fact,  however,  was  certain. 


flL^r'.er  of  that  moi)ied  :\ 
i's    pt ogres,   tlie    more 

oprrvte  on  the  pr-ople  oftlie  Ui.ited  Stnles.  Th« 
iiiflueiiccs  \'  hich  grow  out  of  iDonied  institutions 
are  al\\'iiys  felt  in  every  public  body  and  in  ever) 
flute  of  society;  anfl,  the  older,  tlie  more  firmly  is 
their  power  csublis!ied,  tlie  more  certain  is  their 
iiifluence,  not  oiil>  on  this  body,  but  on  the  people 
of  the  United  Slu'es,  Mr.  C.  said  he  lihd  alwiiyf 
eiit'Ttained  the  op'uion  llmtthe  constiluiion  had 
never  given  to  i hi- government  tlie  power  to  'estab- 
lish a  na'ioriMl  b  >r)lc,  an!  be  believed  the  people 
would  feel  the  effects  of  the  assumption  of  tlia? 
po'ter  K.o  severely  to  refuse  their  :iS.ser,t  to  the  ex 
ceileiice  of  the  pri-  ciples  enforced  by  the  conven 
tion  wiio  fr-imed  the  constitution,  and  w  ith  muc!* 
^  i«;dom  ref'iffdto  giant  the  power  to  establish 
5  ich  corporations. 

V/i',!:  respect  to  this  particular  bill,  thep^round 
ox\  wiiich  it  wiS  supported  was,  that  there  not  be- 
in  ff  a  siifTicient  quantity  of  the  paper  of  liie  bank 
in  circulation,  the  piiMic  revenue  could  not  be  col 
ltct?d  with  convenience  to  the  people  who  owe 
money  to  tiie  government.  Mr.  C  npprehended 
s(;mr  error  on  tK!s  head;  :uid  tl  at,  so  fu-  as  it  ope 
r.tted  on  the  peoi)le  .T  tlie  states  of  Ohio,  Kentuc- 
kv,  Lnlifina,  and,  he  wcs  sorry  to  say,  the  state 
fiOtn  which  lie  c.a:>.e,  the  circulation  of  the  p.tper 
of  ilie  bank  cf  ti.e  Uiiied  Slates,  and  its  branches, 
wss  radiea-  calculated  to  oppress  than  to  benefit 
the  people.  Me  took  a  view  of  the  operation  of 
the  b;.nii  in"  the  western  country.  Every  branch 
esiablisiied  had  the  authority  to  make  d-af'son  the 
difiVrent  branches  in  other  states,  and  on  the  mo- 
tlstr  bank  These  drafis  were  sold  ai  a  premium, 
iird  were  pa'nl  f-r  in  t!ie  only  money  in  circulation, 
ilie  psper  of  the  stste  ba..k.<;  with  which  the  branch 
**..i,k  either  obtaitied  the  sperie  from  the  state 
ba  ks,  or  comp  iled  ihcm  to  psy  interest  on  the 
amount.  'Who  loses  in  this  ca.'-e?  Not  the  holders 
of  bank  stock  only,  but  ihe  yeomanry  of  the  coun- 
try; because  the  efiect  was  to  d-^ press  the  circulat- 
ing^ medium,  and  elevate  tlie  price  of  money  in  so 
ci.-tt — and  l)v  this  operation  those  best  emiiied  to 
the  f^A'or  of  the  government,  were  deprived  of  ihe 
opportunity  of  getting  money  to  meet  the  demands 
whicn  thegro'''Pr''"T'e!it  has  upon  them. 

Abandoninpj  the  arti^ument  that,  to  increase  the 
power  of  this  insli'u  ion  v.ould  be  ruinous  to  tUt 
independence  of  the  country,  which  as  yet  he  hop- 
ed would  survive  the  cstabiishment  of  t!ie  bank, 
Mr.  C  wd  he  should  like  any  gentleman  to  shew 
10  him  any  substantisil  advmiap^e  to  be  gained  to 
tiiC  United  States  by  impurunj;- to  the  ba.k  this 
Lov»er;  seeing  how  unreal  the  benefits  had  proved 
which  were  i>romised  from  the  first  establishment 
ef  the  bark.  Ot  e  oftlie  main  arguments  urged  in 
favor  of  the  establis'iment  of  the  bank  was,  that  it 
was  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  currency  of  the 
country — a  wild  liieoiy,  Mr.  C.  said,  whicli  would 
never  be  realized  in  any  country  covering  such  an 
cxlerit  of  territory  as  this.  Money,  like  water, 
has  i:s  gravitating  quality,  and  will  setUe  down 
where  it  is  niosi  ••anted.  Tbe  bank,  it  is  fous.d, 
is  totally  incapable  of  producing  these  consequen- 
ce.'^: Nav,  w'e  find,  at  the  doors  of  the  mother  bank 
istif  1'.  cannot  maintain  tiie  reputation  or  credit  of 
ni.s  own  branches,  for,  he  was  told  that  the  notes  of 
some  branches  had  already  been  sold  in  Pi.iludel 
plraat  a  discount  of  three  per  cent,  though  per- 
fi..ps  no  charge  of  miscoi  duct  could  on  ihat  ac- 
count be  sustiiir.ed  agaiiioi  the  president  and  di 
ree  ovs  of  t'tc  bai:k.  I  was  y.n  ei  essary  to  go  into 
^  train  of  reasoning  to  shew  that  the  branches  cun- 


and  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  that  an   institution  of. 
that  kind  cor.ld  ever  establish  an  uniform  currency, 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  term  had  been  employed 
by  tliose  who  advocated  the    establishment  of  the 
bank. 

The  second  great  advantage  proposed  from  the 
hank  was,  that,  besides  putting  into  circulation  a . 
mass  of  money  of  equ;l  value  to  the  amount,  not  on- 
ly of  the  whole  c:ipital,  but  of  much  more,  (which  it . 
must  do,  or  its  dividends  can  never  reach  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  stockholders)  it  would  prevent 
the  evil  and  the  criiiae  of  counterfeiting  Where 
the  notes  were  all  of  one  form,  and  signed  by  one 
set  of  ofticers,  counterfeiting  would  be  more  diffi- 
cult, than  it  even  yet  unfnrtimately  is,  from  the 
variety  of  denominations  of  notes  in  circulation, 
which  is  enough  to  confjund  the  most  intelligent 
and  discriminating.  Change  the  system  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  multiply  and  diversify  the  sig- 
natures, and  the  beneficial  effect  thus  anticipated 
will  at  once  be  lost.  For,  if  there  be  a  necessity 
to  appoint  a  vice  president  .ind  vice  cashier  now^ 
hereafter  it  will  be  more  necessary,  after  the  ex- 
tension of  the  institution,  to  extend  further  facili- 
ties. It  will  become  necessary  that  the  field  of 
ac  Jon  should  be  enlarged  from  lime  to  time,  as  the 
influence  of  the  institution  extends  itself  through- 
out the  United  Slates;  and,  in  time,  we  shall  have 
as  various  signatures  to  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  we  have  to  those  of  the  old  state 
institutions. 

'I'here  were  not  so  many  inconveniences  from  the 
issue  of  large  notes  and  drafts,  by  the  bank,  as  gen- 
tlemen imagined.  Most  of  these  passed  through 
tiie  state  banks,  and  gave  them  an  opportunity  of 
issuing  their  own  notes  for  them.  Nor,  Mr.  C. 
said,  did  he  apprehend  thai  the  persons  who  were 
debtors  to  the  United  States,  could  feel  the  diffi- 
culty which  had  been  suggested.  Conceiving,  ir* 
short,  that  no  advant.-ige,  but  much  injury,  would 
result  from  tUe  measure  proposed  in  this  bill,  be. 
hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his  as- 
tonishment at  the  vehemence  of  opp'  sition  to  this 
bill;  for  which  he  said,  it  was  impossible  to  account, 
without  supposing  some  remains  of  attachment  to 
exist  in  the  breasts  of  g<^ntlemen,  to  the  rag  system^ 
which  existed  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the 
b.ink  of  the  United  Siates.  It  was  certainly  not 
necessary  now  to  e:!quire  wiiether  the  establisli- 
ment  of  that  bank  was  or  was  not  constitutional,  or 
whether  it  had  in  its  operation  aftorded  all  the  ad» 
vantages  anticipated  from  it.  These  ponsidera- 
tions,  Mr.  I  said,  had  nothing  to  do  with  tiie  ques- 
tion now  before  the  house,  which  was  in  ilseif  so 
-■simple,  that  nothing  but  the  prejudice  to  which. 
he  had  alluded  could  have  drawn  gentlemen  into 
this  extraneous  discussi.in.  The  objeci.  was  mere 
ly  to  authorise  the  bank  to  appoint  a  vice  presi. 
cUnt  and  assistant  cashier.— Now,  it  was  plain,  that 
no  one  person,  suppoae  he  were  to  s^ign  2000  noes 
per  day,  w):ich  Mr.  1.  understood  was  the  greatest 
number  one  person  could  properly  .sign,  cotdd  sign 
notes  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  in 
Ic^s  than  two  or  three  years;  and  that  some  aid 
Was  necessary  to  divide  the  labor  of  signing  witU 
the  present  officers,  in  order  to  enable  ihem  to  fc- 
comniodate  tlie  public.  Suppose  the  house  to  re- 
fuse to  pass  this  bill,  did  gentlemen  expect  to  vre- 
serve  the  churacier  of  this  miserable  trash  of  paiKT 
which  covers  the  whole  country,  without  a  dollar 
to  support  It,  which  is  lent  put  to  body  any  who  will 
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take  it,  'vilhout  credit  or  properly  to  iiistify  it? 
Wo'ild  gentleviiei.  muke  the  situation  of  these  insi  i 
tin i  OS  any  better  by  refusing  to  pass  'his  bill?  Thf 
conspqnerice  of  such  a  refusal  would  be,  thnt  tl.c 
pre'ii'"ent  and  cashier  of  ihe  bar.k  must  he  employed 
exclu-ivelv  in  slpninj?  bids  of  the  bav.k,  and  O' 
so^'ve  other  persons  naiist  be  devolved  the  o'.her  tni- 
porta-tbuM  :ess  which  properly  belonged  to  ihos. 

officfrs. 

Ml-.    Mercer,   of  Vip^inia,   then  addressed  the 
chair,   n  ooposiiiim  '->  he  '•  11      !••:  object,  he  sai,', 
was  to  fxteid  the  operations  of  the  b  •  k   and  i'^ 
branches,  wi-er-"  already  established,  and  to  enablrr 
the  ba:  k  to  est^^blish  branches  where  they  do  ..ot 
.nov\  exist:  urd,coul<i  he  -nppose  tli^i  it  was  likeh, 
without  the  propo-ed  i  id':!g--nce.  tie  sl»)ckh>ildpr-s 
woul  1  be  dis'.poointed  in    heir  r'-ason.^h-  expecta 
lions  of  profit  from  .he  h.mk,  he   should  suppre-s 
all  the  ohj  'ctions  to  it  which  'ie  found  in  his  breast, 
in  order  to  p-rfor  )■  whathe  sb'.uld  consider  an  cbli 
gallon  of  public  fib.     But,  he  said,  there  was  v.v 
reason  to  apprehend  such  a  result.     Tht-  ba';k  had 
been  in  oneratio.t  about  fifteen  months,  the  mother 
bank  having  trone  into  operation  in  January,  1817 
At  the  first  semi-unnual  dividend,  they  had   de- 
clared a  dividend  of  fou"   per   cent,    being   at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  Knnu";.     This  was  at  the 
end   of  the  first  six   mnntlis  of  actual   optr.ition, 
when  all  the  expenses  of  ihe  organiz  tion  of  the 
bank,  and  putiing  it  into  opcr  tion,  were  incurred, 
and  must  of  course  have  been   charged.     Mr   M. 
,said  he  had  he-ird  a  ge:itlen.an,  deeply  in'.erested  in 
this  institution,  say  that  the  bank  'Vould  be  able  io 
divide  at  least  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  a  pi-ofi 
exceeding  that  of  any  bank  south  i.f  t!ie  Potomac 
and    north   of   South    Carolina.      Congress    weie 
therefore   not    bound,   by    any   considerations    of 
equity    or  good    faiih,    to    do    any    thing    to    en- 
large the  profits  of  the  bank,  which   would  be  the 
effect  of  the  system  proposed,  and  must  liave  beei. 
the  object  of  the  stockholders   in   asking  for  it. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  should  not,  however,  be  di.sposed, 
were  it  not  in  his  opinion  forbidden  by  principles  of 
expedif ncy,  to  deny  to  the  bank  tliC  opporvcnity  of 
increasing  its  g^in.     Although    die  stock    of  the 
bank  was  now  selling  at  forty-three  per  cent,  above 
par,  he  should  not  refuse  a  measure  v/hich   wotild 
raise  it  to  an  hundred  per  cert,  if  jje  did  not  fpel 
that  the  primary  interests  of  the  country  >vould  suf- 
fer by  such  a  course. 

It  were  a  sufficient  itgument  against  this  bill, 
were  ^here  no  other,  thai  it  would  just  double  the 
danger  of  counterfeiting,  and  the  inducements  to 
the  commitment  of  this  crime;  and  in  so  fur  would 
deprive  the  instittUi.j:i  of  one  of  the  leading  argu- 
ments in  its  fivor. 

But,  Mr  M.  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on  other 
grounds.  He  had  no  prrjwdice,  he  said,  against 
monied  interest.  He  would  protect  every  one 
concerned  in  it  by  any  act  of  sound  legislation — he 
would  not  embarrass  any  of  the  great  interests  <.f 
the  country  by  a  system  of  narrow  le.ufislatiun.  He 
was  not  personaHy  a  stockholder  in  any  nionied  in- 
stitution: he  was  glad  at  present  that  he  wa.i  not  in 
this  interest,  bacause  he  was  called  upon  to  exer- 
cise his  judgmejt  imp..riivilly  respecting  it  In  llie 
country  which  ht  represented,  the  pmfits  of  this 
system  of  banking,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  been  applied  to 
the  most  beneficial  purpose — edncition.  He  was 
indisposed  to  .ni.trow  tiie  profits  of  the  state  banks, 
by  extending  tht  operation  of  this  enormous  insti- 
tution in  such  a.  manner  as  to  fetter  their  opera- 
tions within  liiTihs  too  narrow  for  existence.  He 
v.-^s  not  dispoee4  to  lend  the  aid  of  this  liousc.  to 


carry  tlie  rills  of  influence  from  this  institution 
thro' evf-rv  valley  and  hamlet  in  the  country.  Let 
IS  suppose,  said  he,  a  branch  of  the  h.mk  of  thff 
United  Sta'es  established  aloncj  side  of  evsry  state 
i>ink,  and  luvlng- every  one  of  them  inde')ted  to  it; 
1  tsk,  under  what  circumstances  we  shxll  Icijislate 
when  culled  upon,  on  any  occasional  pi:es.siire,  real 
.  r  imaginary,  to  susnend  specie  payments.  He 
looked  forward,  he  said,  v  ilh  apprehension  to  the 
extension  of  this  in.itilution:  He  had  been  told 
diat  the  branches  only  waited  the  passage  of  this 
bill  to  establish  branch-^s  all  1 1>-(,*  \he  state  wliich 
he  represented,  and  across  its  mountains.  Could 
i;  be  necessary,  for  t'.ie  purpose  of  enabling  t'le 
govcrnmerit  to  collect  its  revenue,  the  ostensible 
object  of  the  establishment  of  this  bank,  to  estab- 
lis','  more  tljati  one  or  two  branches  in  eac!'  state  of 
the  Union.?  Cert:;\'\ly  r.oi;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
gain  to  the  bank,  branch''s  w^re  to  h'^.  e.xien  led 
every  where;  and  he  asked  if  i.^iy  benefit  could  re- 
sult to  the  governmpn!  from  fa.'ilitating  the  means 
of  the  bank  to  carry  t!i is  object  into  effect. 

M  .  M.  sa'd,  'ie  ivas  not  here  wiien  this  bank  was 
incorporated;  but  he  well  remembered  the  argu- 
men  s  by  which  it  was  sustained.  The  hou.'se  and 
the  nation  were  told,  that  the  baitk  would  establish 
an  uniforii  currency,  and  break  down  tlie  system  of 
brokerage,  so  ju-tly  obnoxious.  But,  Mr.  M.  ask- 
ed, has  the  predicted  eflTect  restdted,  eve>  in  the 
very  towns  wherein  b^vinciies  are  established? 
N.);  and  can  it  result.'  Is  it  p'  ssible*fnr  the  bank 
of  the  Uolted  States  to  equalize  exchange  be- 
t'veen  the  difiTprent  sections  of  the  cotnitfy?  Can 
itiey  equipois.'  tlie  balau'-e  of  trade  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  western  country,  until  ihe  coim'.ry 
manufactures  every  thing  its-lf.'  The  !iope  is  Illu- 
sory. The  bank,  he  said,  did  not  eveti  attempt  to 
equalize  the  exchange  between  this  city  and  Pliila- 
delphia,  although  t!ie  mail  passes  from  the  one  to 
he  other  at  the  rate  of  an  hundred  -niles  per  day^ 
If  the  at  tempt  lias  ever  been  made,  it  is  not  from  a 
consultation  of  the  great  interests  of  the  countrj', 
bu'  from  personal  regard  to  the  Individuals  who  were 
to  be  accommodated. 

It  Wfs  true,  Mr.  M.  said,  that,  If  the  tresst'ry  per- 
si-.ted  in  the  arrangi^meiit  relative  lo  the  p.iptr  re. 
ceivrtble  at  its  collectors'  ;-.nd  receivers'  ofiircs,  it 
becomes  important  that  the  piper  of  the  bi.nk  of 
the  United  States  shoitld  jiave  a  genf-ral  circula- 
tion. He  was  wHlir.g,  for  one,  iiowever,  to  give 
his  assent  to  a  bill  Vih'oh  shotild  restrain  such  op- 
pression, and  compel  the  treastiry  to  receive  t!'e 
paper  of  all  batk-!  which  p.ay  specie,  instead  of  giv- 
ing such  a  preferettce  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  beyond  the  requirement  of  t;ie  law,  ,-iS  to 
tj-.ake  necessary  the  proposed  extension  of  its  privi- 
leges. We  h  .ve  given,  said  he,  to  this  nionicci 
in'.ercs',  a  body  to  •  ct,  a  head  to  meditate,  and, 
moreover  a  heart  in  which,  as  in  every  human  lieait, 
ambi'ion  and  avari,  e  hnve  a  place.  1  am  imwilli^  g 
now  to  give  them  a  po v/er  to  extend  tlieir  operations 
to  every  valley  ar,d  to  evtry  niouiitain  top,  in  every 
slate  in  the  iniion.  Let  Uiem  stop  where,  v.h en yoi 
gaveilu-m  their chartrr,  you  meant  that  they  should 
stop — wliere  your  revei-iie  is  collected.  I  will  re- 
sist thtse  encroachments  as  long  as  I  c:m,  and,  if  I 
fail  in  r.iy  object,  I  sliail,  at  least,  have  the  ple:i- 
mire   of  recollecting,   that   I  ht>ve   taken  llie  first 


opportunity  which   lus  offered,  to  rai»e  rny  voice 
agaiijst  litem. 

I  lias  been  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  pass 
this  bill  in  order  to  ex.entl  tlit:  operati'^iis  of  liiis 
bar.k  to  the  extent  of  it.s  capital.  Ahead),  Mr.  M. 
said,  tlie  bank  had  divided  its  profits  at  the  rale  of 
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eig')'  per  cent,  per  annuri;  and,  it  would  be  recol 
lecied,  that,  during'  the  existence  of  the  old  b.mk 
of  die  Ur.itftd  Stales,  tlie  circulation  of  its  paper 
never  exceeded  seven  millions  and  a  few  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  bsinks  in  the  interior  nriust 
depend  f-r  profi-s  on  the  ciicuUtioii  of  their  paper; 
but-the  bank  of  tl>e  United  States,  located  in  tl-.e 
^  great  cities,  was  not  depev.dent  on  any  such  contin- 
gencies for  its  prohts.  But,  what  is  the  ability  of 
tb.e  bank  to  issue  paper  wi'h  its  present  officers.' 
It  has  been  in  operation  fifi  een  months,  and  has 
issued  seventeen  and  an  half  millions  of  paper,  of 
which  The  post  notes  do  not  amount  to  seven  mil- 
lions: leavini^  eleven  millions,  it)  round  numbers,  in 
circula'lon,  and  t!)ese  issued  within  fifteen  months. 
Give  to  "he  bank  three  years  time,  and  at  this  rate 
tl'.ey  will  liave 'issued  thirty-three  millions,  and,  in 
five  or  sis  jears,  sixty  or  seventy  miliions!  And, 
in  tinif,  he  h.id  no  doubt,  they  would,  without  the 
Rid  of  this  bill,  supplant  all  tlie  strUe  institutions. 
The  states,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  all  exacted,  from  the 
banks  they  had  chartered,  heavy  premiums;  much 
heavier  than  that  paid  by  this  bank  to  the  United 
States.  The  premiums  p;tid  by  the  banks  of  Vir- 
ginia had  built  up  a  credit  for  Virginia  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  state,  and  made  her  finances, 
poor  as  the  state  was  a  few  years  ag'O,  as  substan- 
tial as  those  of  any  other  state.  If  this  were  a  new 
question,  for  the  first  time  agitated;  if  congress 
were  about  to  creaf  a  new  system,  he  would  con- 
cur with  gentlenii-n:  h.e  would,  in  that  case,  have 
but  one  bink,  and  derive  all  the  paper  for  circula- 
tion from  one  institution,  whicli  should  be  regulat- 
ed, not  by  a  corporation,  because  the  conduct  of 
raonied  corpcraticns  is  alwuys  ruled  by  a\'arice; 
but  by  sorae  plan  wliich  should  insure  the  con- 
formity of  the  measures  of  the  bank  to  a  ^reat  na- 
tional policy,  Sec.  But  we  have  lung  ai^o  passed 
that  suigf';  and  numerous  banks  have  been  incor- 
porated over  the  country,  under  the  strongest 
pledge  of  the  fulh  of  the  states  to  support 
thfni,  he.  and,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  not  in 
his  new  character  of  a  representative  iu  congress, 
do  that  which  he  sliould  be  ashamed  do  in  another, 
by  lendin,^  his  vote  to  injure  th.e  banks  which  )5ad 
paid  premiums  to  the  states,  of  an  amount  which 
coukUaot  be  ju-itlfied  by  the  state  of  things  which 
must  follow  the  further  extension  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates. 

As  to  the  suggestion  which  liad  been  thrown  out, 
that,  if  the  jia-s  ijj'-e  of  this  bill  were  refu.sed,  X.he 
bank  could  accouiplisii  its  object  by  issuing  pap^r, 
in  the  shape  of  liills  ofexchui^ge,  Mr.  M.  asked,  if 
bills  of  exchange  v.  ere  pnyable  to  bearer.  He  had 
nevT  seen  any  such;  they  are  always  payable  to  or- 
der. Hut,  if  the  bank  did  attempt  in  that  manner 
to  supply  a- circulating  meilium,  would  it  not  be  a 
violation  of  their  charter?  Were  gentlemen  wil- 
ling to  put  such  a  construction  on  the  act  of  incor- 
poration.'' Mr.  M.  kiiew  very  weU,  he  said,  that 
sucli  nn  institution  may  buy  half  the  legal  talents 
of  <he  couritry,  and  obtain  autliority  for  very  inge- 
nious coasiructions  of  a  plain  provision.  But,  said 
he,  we  have  the  power  to  res  Irani  avarice,  and  de- 
feat ingenuity,  and  I  look  to  that  source  for  some 
consolation. 

He  concluded  hy  say'i'>,T,  lie  trusted  the  mo- 
tion for  indefinite  postponement  would  prevail  by  a 
large  msjurlly,  it  had  his  most  hearty  approbation. 
lie  regret'e<'.  t'lat  it  was  v.ow  loo  late  a  period  of 
the  session  to  discuss,  as  ii  ought  to  be  treated,  a 
subject  so  inioresting,  and  of  wliich  so  many  views 
might  be  t.dcen,  liiat  it  was  ijnpossible,  in  this  brief 
di;balc,  to  do  it  any  thing  like  justice. 


Mr 


'.    Whitman,  of   M-ssac''Ueptrs,  expressed  \\\s 


surprise  at  the  course  of  this  discussion;  the  ques 
tion  being  simply  whether  congress  v.ould  gran  re- 
iief  to  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  oppressive  labor  of  sicr'iing 
bills;  fjr  it  was  t':o>e  offii-ers  who  were  suffering'. 
Tfie  bills  of  the  hsLuk  must  be  si?,ned,  and  those 
officers  were  nov/  compelled  to  work  night  and  day, 
and  perform  labors  calculatf-d  to  destroy  their  con- 
stitutions, and  shorten  'heirlives.  The  interest  of  the 
institution  required  these  labors,  besides  the  other 
importsnt  duties  required  of  them,  and  they  must 
be  performed.  If  the  constitutions  of  the  present 
officers  fail,  they  must  give  wiy,  and  others  be  cho- 
sen, not  for  their  abilities,  but  "for  th-^ir  robust  con- 
stilutions.  This  mu'it  be  do:-ie  and  will  be  done. 
The  gentleman  fronri  Virginia  supposed  the  bank 
could  not  accomplish  their  object  by  means  of  h;ils 
of  exchange.  But,  Mr.  W.  said  he  could  tell  the 
gentleman  what  tliey  could  and  would  do.  In 
any  of  the  branches,  when  deposits  were  made, 
they  would  authorise  receio'sto  be  given,  by  s  nail 
or  huge  sums,  and  payable  to  beiu-er,  signed  by  the 
president  and  cashier,  and  which  would  every 
where  circulate  as  money.  Would  not  this  be  a 
greater  inconvenience  than  to  have  bills  signed  by 
two  sets  of  individuals,  as  proposed  by  the  bill? 
Certainly  the  opposition  to  the  bill  'vas  very  unrea-  ' 
sonable.  If  gentlemen  apprehend °d  any  danger 
from  the  bill,  let  them  litut  it  to  rhree  years,  or 
even  a  shorter  time.  But,  in  some  shape,  it  was 
evident,  the  biil  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  take  no  part  in  the  present  discus- 
sion, nor  should  he  have  risen,  but  for  ai  observa- 
tion, to  wit,  that  the  reporter  of  the  h.ivk  charter 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  had  assured  the  public  that  the 
bank  would  regulate  the  exchanges  throughout 
every  part  of  tiie  tmion.  I  v.'as  not  (said  he)  in 
congress  when  the  charter  was  reported  by  that 
gentleman,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  nation- 
al currency,  but  I  took  my  s-^at  bef  )re  it  was  cal- 
led up  for  discussion,  and  having  taken  a  p<rt  in 
the  debate,  1  gave  it  my  attention,  and  I  ihi'  k  I  may 
siy,  that  the  assurances  were  to  this  rftect,  "</)af 
the  bank  ivauld  tend ^^^rrnili/  to  equalize  the  exchanges 
between  tiie  several  siates  ami  -vilfi  foreign  v.ilions." 
Has  it  had  that  efFecX.'  I  think  it  has,  and  more  ra- 
pidly than  was  expected  by  its  most  sanguine 
friends.  Wb-tt  was  our  situation  when  the  bank 
charter  passed.'  An  .ahv-^t  genarnl  deprec;.;tioi\ 
of  bank  notes.  The  mor.V?  of  B.dtin\ore,  and  this 
district,  v/as  20  per  cent.  Vss  value  than  tliat  of" 
Boston,  15  per  cent,  less  thVi  tliat  of  New  York, 
and  10  per  cent,  less  than  either  Philadelphia  or 
Virginia;  yet  the  fact  was  weFi  ascertained  to  con- 
gress, that  the  banks  of  JJaltira*  re  had  r.iorr-  sp>-:c;e 
in  their  vaults,  in  proportion  in  their  cajnal,  and 
notes  in  circulation,  than  eithes  the  br.nlis  of  Phi- 
ladelphia  or  New-York,  and  eq  lal  to  those  of  Vir- 
ginia: the  difference  between  'h^  notes  of  Virginia 
and  Philadelphia,  and  tliose  of  Uoston,  was  10  per 
cent.  Tise  Boston  banks  paid  tHeir  notes  in  spe- 
cie; no  sther  state  bunks  did.  Tin-  result  was,  that 
the  merchants  and  people  of  tlie  states,  whose 
banks  paid  in  paper,  paid  less  ival  value  to  the 
trea.sury,  for  the  duties  and  taxes,  than  foe  eastern 
people.  Baltimore,  for  instance,  paid  only  80  dol- 
lars when  Boston  paid  100  to  the  treasury.  This 
Was  a  just  subject  of  complaint.  Illov/  was  this  to 
be  obviated.'  Some  geniremen  tl. ought  the  state 
banks  could  be  coerced  to  resume  specie  payments, 
bill  co?i^i'ess  bad  no  poivcv  over  then.  That  subject 
was  very  fully  discussed.     The  .slate  banks  believ- 
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et'  they  could  no»,vi'^h  safety  to  theiiseivfs,  under 
take  lo  res-sme  specie  payments.  And,  althouj^h  1 
diff-i'?'  with  hpm  in  .pinion  it  the  'ine,  yet  I  am 
no\^'  f'ee  to  confess,  ihat  they  coal  ^  not  have  re 
sQmed  wi'hou'  the  id  otthe  bank  of  the  UT'.Ited 
States.  B;.Uimore  owed,  at  tliat  time,  to  New- 
York,  one  million  iivf  htindred  -h-Misand  dollars, 
which  debt  Wis  thrown  principally  on  the  Unite-J 
Stfites  branch  for  pay.Tient.  H  d  the  banks  of  Bi!- 
tisnore  underiak  n  :'o  pay  t';ieir  debts  in  specie.  »11 
they  had  i".  their  vaults  would  have  been  drtwn 
out  to  pay  that  debt,  ^nd  tl-e  debts  due  'o  Virgmia, 
Philade1pl>ia  and  B'stun.  The  branch  bank  dis 
ch..r;;ed  those  debts  in  effftive  money.  I  have 
said,  "that  the  bank  equalized  the  exchafge  more 
rapi  !ly  than  could  !iave  been  exoected."  Yes,  sir, 
in  a  very  few  months  after  its  organiz«tton,  the 
exchanges  from  Bopton  to  R'chnio  id  were  at  par, 
and  haVe  so  cominued.  Some  difference  of  ex 
chunge  ex'Sis  in  Charleston,  Savaruiah,  and  New- 
Orleans,  but  not  more  than  th.-  cost  of  transporting 
specie  from  Plii'.delphia,  per...ap3  two  to  three 
per  ceiit.  Tlie  facilities  given  to  the  eastern  mer- 
chant, by  the  hank  pi«per,  fully  compensates  him 
in  his  purcl'.asrs  of  cot' on  for  that  .smalt  loss. — 
Bank  paper  of  the  United  States  passes  in  everv- 
p:»rt  of  the  U'  ited  States,  in  all  pu.  cases,  ecjiinl  tu 
gold  or  silver,  und  why  shuuhl  it  'Oi?  A\\  iebts 
due  by  the  bank,  either  for  its  iebts  or  accot^t.s, 
are  piid  in  specie,  when  demat^d?d.  /  hiotv  of  no 
instance  -vhere  specie  has  he'ii  refvsed  by  the  bmik  or 
or  avy  of  Its  branches,  to  any  person  having  a  rifflit  to 
demand  it.  I  spf?k  "ith  to.  fidince  wlien  I  say, 
none  such  has  occurred  in  Baltimore.  The  de- 
mand for  specie,  for  the  trade  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hi.pe,  his  b.^eie  immense — much  greater,  i 
undprstand,  than  formerly.  To  meet  that  demand, 
and  to  reinstate  public  confidence  in  bank  notes, 
the  bank  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  importing 
specie  to  a  large  amount.  To  what  extent,  I  know 
not;  but,  I  may  venture  to  say,  little  short  of  four 
millions.  And,  I  understand,  they  have  agents, 
purchising  specie,  in  Eiinpe  and  t!;e  West  Indies, 
which  they  pay  for  by  bills  of  excliange  purci>ased 
from  the  merchants.  Bills  of  exchange  on  London, 
when  the  bank  began,  were  about  par  in  Boston, 
ten  per  cent,  above  par  in  Philadelphia,  twenty  per 
cent,  in  Baltimore  and  this  district.  They  are  at 
present  one  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  par 
at  all  those  cities,  and  will  soon  be  at  par.  F.  om 
this  view,  it  is  evident,  that  the  bank  has  effected 
the  object  relative  to  the  exchanges  vvhicli  had 
been  contemplated  by  its  friends,  and  this  good 
lias  been  effected  withoui  any  material  injury  to 
any  of  the  state  banks.  It  is  true,  the  bank  ope 
rates  as  a  check  to  those  institutions.  Tiiey  are 
now  under  the  necessity  of  curtailirg  their  opera- 
tions, and  of  doing  only  as  wuich  business  as  their 
capital  and  deposits  will  justify.  Tliose  banks 
which  are  sound  and  discreetly  managed,  will  pro- 
bably divide,  in  future,  eight  per  cent.  Ti'.ey  can 
no  longer  inundate  the  country  with,  paper.  The 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  fur  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, has  acted  towards  them  the  most  friendly 
part,  I  may  say,  that  they  are  on  friendly  terms 
in  Baltimore.  Kvery  kind  of  accommodation  that 
either  can,  with  propriety,  give,  h;>s  been  .afforded. 
Harmony  and  a  good  under-stiuulirg,  is  maiu^llv 
iisefid;  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  tlie  real  interestii 
of  both  will  induce  a  continuance  of  forbearance 
and  friendship  towards  each  other.  'I'he  facility 
of  merchants  and  others  transferring  their  funds 
from  one  part  of  the  union  to  auother,  wiihoui 
viSQue,  by  means  of  bank  drafts,  is  very  great.-r- 


For  iustynce,  "oes  jny  n'Pmber  want  to  send  minev 
from  henc^to  Boston,  New  Orleans,  K«'nturkv.  or 
any  pai't  of  the  union,  where  there  is  a  branch.''  lie 
has  only  to  apply  to  the  bi-ar.ch  hank  in  this  city, 
;md  he  will  r  ceive  a  check,  payable  to  whon.  he 
pleases,  on  the  branch  nearest  lo  the- p]:tce  of  Ids 
residence.  If  a  merchant  in  "Baltimore  v/aiits  to 
pay  his  debt  in  N^mv  York,  he  has  onlv  to  apply  to 
t'  e  branch  bank,  and  he  will  receive  a  clieck,  "pay- 
.<ble  lO  his  cre.litor  in  New  York,  on  the  hrarcli 
ba-ik,  there.  This,  Mr.  Spesker,  is  th'  comm'in 
course;  but  there  are  times  uhen  the  b.dasjce  of 
trade  msy  be  so  much  ag:dnst  one  city,  and  in  favor 
ofaiiolher,  that  drafts  oft!  e  bank  ranhot  hejiven, 
and  such  cases  have  happened  and  will  again  hap- 
pen. Whenever  they  do,  the  mother  bank  uses  its 
best  endeavors,  by  a  supply  oT  specif,  to  c<jrrect 
the  inconvenience.  The  gentleman  from  Vll'ginia, 
(.Mr  Mercer)  complains,  that  he  Aj>plied  Sit  the 
bra-'ch  for  a  check  on  New  York,  and  was  r<  fused. 
Rut  how  did  he  spply.?  Dh]  he  off.  r  United  States 
bank  notes.'  No,  sir — he  ofl'ered  the  notf^s  of  one 
of  the  district  banks;  and,  certainly,  ought  not  to 
have  expected,  that  the  branch  bank  would  iiave 
given  him  a  check  on  New  York  for  paper  not  its 
own.  Fivery  b<ink.  or  branch,  is  bound  to  take  care 
of  itself.  The  United  Stales  own  one  fif'ii  of  all 
the  stock  of  the  national  t^ank,  und  oujrht,  and  will 
expect  care  and  cautioK  on  die  p;at  of  the  b^ink  and 
its  branches.  The  g£ntleman  miglu  as  well  have 
brought  district  not'/s  to  the  branc!',  and  desr'ynded 
spcle  forti.em;  for,-  with  the  check  of  the  branch, 
his  friend  at  N'?w  Yvrk  could  lisve  demanded  spe- 
cie for  its  airni'Vit.  The  same  gentleman  believes, 
that  governm^-nt  did  not  receive  an  equivalent  for 
the  charter.  1  differ  with  him  entirely;  the  United 
States  own  one  fifth,  of  the  stock,  which  is  paid  for, 
say  seven  millions  in  the  five  per  rent,  stock 
If  the  bank  divide  S  per  cciit.  tl.en  tl,e 
government,  gaii.  3  per  cent  on  its 
7,000,000  dollars,  say  two  hundred 
and  ten  thoiisand  per  annum;  or,  for 
tweniy  years,  the  charter  term,  §4, 200,000 

Boinis  1,500  000,  '.nti;  interest  thereon, 

in  20  year?,  above  3,000,000 

Twenty  lo.ui  o/Iices  saved,  the  bardi  be- 
ing  bound  to  do  the  duty  of  loan  ofii- 
ccs,  and  to  pay  all  the  pensions  to  its 
own  cos*^,  100,000  dollars  per  annum, 
or,  for  20  years,  2,000,000 


Cain  in  the  20  years  to  the  United  States,  9,20(;.  00 
Thus  thf?  actu.d  positive  gain  t.i  i!ie  Uiuiod 
Stati's  by  t!ie  hank,  during  its  term  of  twenty  ye;i)-.v', 
will  ex.ted  9,20U,UOO.  T!ie  ba;)k  is,  besides,  com- 
pelled, at  its  own  cost,  to  place  nuney  wlierever 
the  same  may  be  required  witiiin  die  United  S'ateft, 
for  the  wants  of  the  goverr.men-;  for  this  and 
the  colleoiion  and  s.de  keeping  of  the  public 
money,  it  has  an  eq  livaient  in  the  public  deposits. 
There  is  one  good  which  has  resulted  to  the  treasu- 
ry from  the  esiablishment  .if  the  bank,  and  to  which 
i  beg  leave  to  call  the  attentioi',  of  the  house.  It 
is  that,  when  the  bank  began  to  act,  the  secretary 
ofiiie  treasury  placed  wi;!:  it  bank  no  es  o!  the  iii- 
teriiu-  banks  to  an  amount  e.\ccoriing  four  and  a 
half  niiilion  of  dulhirs,  wliicli  had  been  received  for 
tuxes  and  public  l;u»d.  Those  notes  were  of  no 
more  use  lo  tie  U-easury,  than  so  much  blank  pa- 
per, 'i'he;/  would  pai/  no  debt.  'Iht*  b.mk  by  i'.S 
agents,  and  its  own  cost,  have  realise:',  above  three 
Uiillions  of  dollars  thereof,  witlnait  ininry  to  snrh 
banks.  Tlie  bah.r.ce  of,  perliaps,  one  million  hvc 
imndred  thousand  dollars,  caiiwit  be  collected.    'I  he 
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banks  h^ve  not  tl\e  means  of  payment,  and,  it  is 
fearciJ,  that  much  of  that  larg-e  sum  is  in  jeopardy. 
Some  iiave  agreed  to  pay  interest,  while  others  can 
«io  notliing-  fdwards  payment.  The  establishtnent 
ct  the  bank  has  eflectually  cured  such  evil  in  fu- 
ture; and  wdl  check  the  interior  banks  from  an  in- 
tolerable emission  of  paper,  injurious  to  the  credit 
of  bank  notes.  Tliey  are  now  canfined,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  to  issue  notes  oiilv  in  proportion  to 
their  Capital  and  deposits.  If  the  United  States 
bank  had  not  been  established,  the  depreciaiion  of 
bank  notes,  which  had  already  commenced  to  an 
alarnning"  degree,  would  have  continued  until  they 
had  become  little  better  tlian  continental  money, 
and  been  ruinous  to  the  country. 

What  does  the  bill  propose.-'  Simply  to  authorise 
the  bank  to  appoint  a  vine  president  and  vice  cash- 
ier, whose  sole  business  shall  be  to  sign  bank  notes, 
and  w|i\  ?  Hecause  it  haa  been  found  physically  im- 
possible for  the  president  and  ca.shier  to  sign  notes 
sufficient  for  the  medium  required  for  the  use  of  the 
country.  The  gentleman  from  PennsylvaKia,  (Mr. 
Moore)  opposes  the  bill,  and  at'the  same  time,  tells 
you,  that  a  bill  has  passed  giving  fiu'ther  time  for 
the  payment  of  laud  in  Ohio,  because  there  is  not 
specie  in  the  counu-y,  or  United  States  bank  notes 
in  that  state,  wherewith  to  pay — and  wh}',  Mr. 
Speaker?  The  reason  is  obvious,  to  wit:  thst  the 
president  and  cashier  cannot  sign  notes  sufficient 
to  supply  the  branches  in  Ohio,  and  other  states. — 
The  bill,  if  passed,  would  save  that  difficulty;  and, 
surely,  the  gentleman  ought,  from  his  own  shew- 
ing, to  vote  fi)r  the  bill.  But  he  tells  us  that  the 
branch  at  Pttlsbvirg  has  'icted  very  v-nproperly  to- 
wards iis  customers.  I  am  sorry  for  it:  1  know  not 
the  cause,  but  suppose  that  the  directors  have  been 
checked  by  the  Tiotlier  bank  for  bavins,,  in  t!ie  com 
mencement  of  their  operations,  discounted  too  li 
berally;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  a  few  weeks 
the  business  will  be  accommodated  satisfactorily.* 
Mr  Speaker,  one  great  object  of  the  bank  was  to 
afford  an  adequate  circulating  medium,  that  would 
be  uniform  throughout  the  union.  To  effect  this 
it  is  necess.try  to  liave  a  sufficient  number  of  notes 
signed,  to  enable  the  bank  to  put  20  millions  of 
dollars  in  circulatisn.  The  president  and  cashier 
eunnot  (having  their  other  business  to  attend  to) 
sign  more  than  1500  notes  each  day.  At  that  rate 
it  would  recjuire  more  than  four  years  tor  them  to 
sign  the  number  and  ki;id  necessary  for  circulation. 
And  what  harm  can  result  from  granting  Vhis  facili- 
ty? I  can  conceive  of  none.  It  h^s  been  alleged  that 
the  bank  will  put  loo  m;iay  notes  In  circulation. — 
Tl.js  cannot  be;  the  charter  confines  them;  and  if  il 
did  not,  1  am  ceriain  they  could  not  put  out  more 
notes  than  two  thirds  the  amount  of  their  capital. 
No  bank  can,  (when  it  is  compelled  to  pay  specie) 
urdess  where  there  is  but  one  bank  in  a  cit}-,  into 
uiiich  all  the  deposits  of  the  mtrcliants  are  receiv- 
ed. If  the  deposits  are  on  an  average  equal  to  ttie 
amount  of  tlie  capit;<l,  then  the  bank  can  saftly  is- 
sue more  notes.  'I'his  cannot  happen  with  the  bank 
cf  ihe  Ui.ited  States  or  sny  i.fits  branches. 

The  ge:itleiaan  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Claiborne) 
has  said  that  the  notes  of  liio  state  banks  pass  equal 
to  gold  and  silver  in  their  vicinities,  and  therefore 
the  Uniied  States'  bank  notes  are  not  required  in 
any  great  lunr'.ber  T;  e  geiaienian  m.:y  be,  and  per- 
h"ps  is,  gei.er.-dly  currecl;  hut  he  knows  well  that 
the  state  bjiiiv  i.oios  have  little  or  no  currency  out 
of  their  immediate  neighborhood.  Tiie  notes  of 
the  interior  haidcs   will    not  pa-^s  in   the   cities   of 


*lt  has  been  accommodated. 


'heir  own  state.  The  gentleman  knows  that  the 
district  notes  will  not  pass  in  Baltimore,  nor  Balti- 
more notes  in  Philadelphia;  which  city  he  has  late- 
ly visited. 

Banks,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  frequently  complained 
of,  and  often  without  cause.    The  directors  are  de- 
licately situated;  they   are   acting  fnr  others,  and 
are  bound  to  act  witli  caution.     If  they,  by  a  desire 
to  oblige,  extend  there    discounts    to   liberally,    if 
they  issue  too  many  notes,  if  thev  ere  lit   indiscri- 
minately,  they  endanger  the   nntitution  to  save 
themselves;  tliey  will  be  compelled  to  check  sud- 
denly their  discounts,  as  has  been  the  case  proba- 
bly at  Pittsbnrg,  and  thereby  cause  injury  to  indi- 
viduals.    If  the  banks  refuse  discounts  to  some, 
although  there  may  be  good  cause,  those  persons 
are  ofl'ended — consider  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
are  loud   in  their  complaints.     Hanks  are  desirous 
of  making  good  dividends,  and  will  aK'ays  discount 
good  paper  when  their  owi\   situ:»iion   will  per'iii'. 
Banks  may  be  run  upon  for  specie  to  their  great 
disadvantage,  and  to  that  of  commerce  in  genei'al; 
for  in  such  cases  they  must  lessen  their  discounts, 
to  save  their  specie.     Tliis  of  course  injures  all  the 
merchants  not  engaged  in  the  export  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  In  case  of  a  great  demand  for  specie, 
such  as  has  lately   been  felt,  the  banks   become 
CTUtious,  and  perhaps  refuse  discounts  to  persons 
who   they  know   want   to  export,   or  to  draw   the 
dollars    and    sell    them    to   exporters.     This  cau- 
ses an  outcry  against  the  banks.     To    such    com- 
plaints we  should  pay  little   attention.     The  nrin- 
cipal  demand  for  specie  has  been  upon  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches,  not  only  for  ex- 
port, but  to  supply  the  vaults  of  state  banks  lately 
created.     ■\''irginia  has  established  a  number,  I  be- 
lieve, called  the  Valley  banks,  each  of  which  wer& 
compelled  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  specie  in 
the  va  ilts  before  they  c^nld  cinnience  business. 
Those  banks  have  had  recourse  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  for  part  of  their  specie,  and  have  b'*fn 
supplied.     That  specie  will  soon  probably  find  its 
way  back  into  the   bank  or   its  brinciies,  by  t'ae 
course  of  trade,  (for  the  notes  oftliose  barks  will 
pay  no  debt  in  any   of  the  cities)  and  that  circum- 
stance will  be  a  new  source  of  complaint. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill,  if  it  shov.ld  pass,  will  be  of 
utility  to  the  banks  of  the  interior;  the  notes  will 
be  made  more  numerous;  they  will  supply  a  medi- 
um; wi'l  be  received  by  the  farmers  for  t'.ieir  pro- 
duce, carried  into  the  country,  deposited  in  the 
banks  of  their  vicinity,  and  there  be  kept,  until  re- 
quired by  the  country  merchant  to  pay  his  debts  to 
the  merchants  of  the  city;  and  thereby  save  the  in- 
terior banks  from  being  drawn  upon  for  all  their 
.specie. — The  national  banknotes  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  for  all  the 
uses  of  the  Interior  banks.  And  when  they  come 
to  underNtand  its  utility  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Claiborne)  tbcy  will  take 
every  fair  means  to  procure  those  notes.  That 
gentleman  has  told  you  that  already  the  interior 
banks  have  begun  to  understand  their  utility,  and 
secure  them  whenever  they  can,  considering  thenn 
as  a  full  security  to  meet  demands  upon  them, 
which  otherwise  would  draw  away  their  specie. 

In  fine,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  think  I  can  see  tliat  soma 
good  win  result  from  the  bill  now  before  the  house, 
and  no  possible  evil,  and,  therefore,  it  shall  have 
r7>y  vote. 

Ml'.. Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  considered  it  entirely 
improper  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  establishment 
of  ti>e  b.'ink  of  the  United  Slates,  nor  would  he  say 
any  thing  of  the  influence  of  that   barrft—he  had 
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Voted  ap;iins^  *h''*    influence  and  had  nothing  more 
to  say    on  U<at  question.     He  should   confine  him- 
self to  one  point;  and,  in  voting:  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
lie  should  not  do  it  under  the  influence  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.     He  should  vole  for  it  to  give 
to  tlie  state  banks  an  equal  chance,  believing  that 
it  will  operate   in  their  f.ivor.     Ai  present,  in  Ken 
tucky,  for  instance,  a  merchant  will  accumulate,  in 
his  possession,  paper  on  the  local  banks;  will  go  to 
Lexington  with   his  five  or  ten    tbousand  dollars, 
deposite  his  notes  in  the  branch  bank  and  take  a 
check  on  Philadelphia.     The  state  institutions  hi.ve 
no  opportiuiity  to  get  the  paper  of  tliebank  of  tlie 
United  Stales,  because  there  is  none  In  circulafion. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  local  institutions  be- 
come  tributary  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
As  long  as  the  stale  banks  pay  their  notes  in  spe- 
cie, and  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  alone  im 
ports  specie,  it  is  advantageous,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  ihe  solvency  of  the  local   institutions, 
that  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the    United   Slates 
shall  have  a  general  circulation.  In  this  view  of  the 
fluhiect,  alone,  Mr.  J.  suld,  he  should  vote  for  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Chiibovne  again  spoke,  pretty  much  in  detail, 
against  the  bill,  as  unnecessary  on  any  pretext.  He 
entered  into  sun.lry  calculalions  to  shew,  that,  by 
signing  bills  for  five  hours  a  day,  of  as  low  deno- 
minations as  ten  dollars,  one  person  might  sign, 
in  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  eight  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  on  a  moderate  com- 
pulation; but,  if  part  of  the  bills  v/ere  of  a  larger 
denomination,  to  a  double  amount,  &c.  5ic.  As  to 
the  parental  care  over  the  state  b^nks,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  ascribed  to  the  bank  of 
tiie  United  Slates,  it  was  a  care  much  the  same  as 
tliat  of  a  jealous  step  mother,  an.l  its  pouer  over 
them  as  great  as  that  of  a  parent  over  an  enfeebletl 
child,  &c. 

Mr.  Taylevy  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  one  or 
ttt'o  objections  to  the  bill.  In  the  first  place,  the 
bank  had  not  asked  for  the  piiss;ige  of  such  a  bill. 
They  h.  d  asked,  that  the  presidents  and  cashiers 
«f  the  branches  might  be  authorised  to  sign  bills; 
but  this,  even  the  gentleman  from  M.iryland,  was 
not  willing  to  concede  to  the  bank.  Tlie  passage 
«f  this  bill,  he  also  said,  would  not  serve  the  pur- 
pose avowed  by  its  supporters,,  of  relieving  the 
j;res>.ure  felt  from  the  want  of  asnflTicienl  quantity 
of  circulating  medium.  The  re- son  the  notes  of 
the  hank  of  the  United  States  were  not  in  general 
oirculation  w.-.s,  that  those  who  were  interested  in 
the  state  banks  laid  hands  on  them  for  the  purpose 
«f  depositing  them  in  those  banks,  and  thus  put 
tJie.Ti  out  of  circulation.  The  president  of  the  bank 
could  very  easily  sign  as  many  notes  as  it  would 
be  prudent  for  the  b:  nk  to  issue,  and  ten  otlier 
men  to  sign  notes  wonhl  not  remove  l!ie  difficnltv. 


tial  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  the  convenience 
of  the  people  genernlly,  inasmuch  as  it  w.is  im- 
practicable  for  the  presentofiicers  to  prepi.re  sucb 
paper  in  proper  quantities.  Mr.  F.  'hen  went  into 
a  train  of  reasoning  to  shew  the  difiicultips  under 
which  the  community  labored  from  the  scarcity  of 
tills  paper,  &c. 

Mr.  T.  Jf.  JStehov,  of  Yirgini.'s,  spoke  briefly 
against  the  bill,  but  in  too  low  a  voice  to  be  heard 
bv  the  reporter. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  ind.-finife 
postponement  of  the  bill,  an.d  derided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  heretofore  published,  there  were 

For  the  postponement  85 

Ac^aiiist  it  5Q 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

[The  yeas  and  nr.ys  were  published  in  the  last 
volume  oftiie  RiiGisTEn,  page  145.] 
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OKHMAXT. 

An  articVe  from  Vienna  mentions,  that  the  emp-e- 
ror  of  Austria,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  im- 
perid  commission  of  commerce,  has  granted  the 
golden  n^edid  of  hoiior  to  .1/.  Fravna  Lritt-nhefg^ 
'he  proprietor  of  a  cotton  factory  fs  Kosmanos,  in 
B'lhen'ia. — T'lis  dis-inction  is  conferi'ed  ss  a  reward 
•'for  the  relief  wliich  he  impirted  to  the  nslionai 
industry  by  'he  beanty,  the  taste,  and  and  the  qua- 
lity of  his  manufacturps,  which  were  generally  ad- 
mired at  the  Iieip?ic  and  Fr.^nkfort  fairs,  and  sur- 
passed the  Enp-lish  commodities  of  the  same  de- 
scription."  ilnnorary    meda's    have    nisi    befvi 

bestowed  iipon  his  partner,  Ignatius  D'Orlardn'; 
his  desig'ner,  Jfremiah  Scongev;  arid  the  painter, 
C.  Kccrhlin,  (or  the  talents  and  aSility  with  which 
thry  conTrihuted  to  the  prosperity  of  the  factory 
at  Kosmanos. 

JJAPOLF.O'V  THS  TOrvOEU. 

On  Tuesday  last  we  re  pnblis'ied  from  a  Lon- 
don ])aper,  an  account  of  nn  attempt  made  lo  sssa*'- 
sinste  the  son  of  JVaftdeon  nnd  JMoria  Loi/isa,  in 
tlie  pal»ce  of  ids  grandfatlKT  the  en  pcror  of  Aus- 
tria. We  have  since  learned  from  an  ofiictT,  late 
in  the  service  of  the  N;  th^rlords  and  recently  ar- 
rived in  the  United  Slates,  that  the  attempt,  above 
alluded  to,  was  not  the  first  wliich  ri,.d  been  made 
to  put  to  death  Napoleon  the  younger. 

'I'he  following  particulfrs  of  a  form.er  attempt 
are  givtrn  to  us  .is  autlienMc.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  in  1S14,  -'^/■  JManbrii'ulle,  was  brought  to 
trial  at  Paris  upon  a  chaige  of  having  stolen  d  a- 
monc's  attd  other  precious  stones  to  a  very  large 
atiount  from  the  queen  of  Wfstphalia.  On  hia 
trial  he  acknowledged  to  have  s'olen  the  jtwels, 
but  averred  tbut  he  v,as  in  the  employ  of  the  dtike 


-      -  _. .    of  Bc-rri  to  wliom  he  Said  he  had  seni  the  jewellery. 

\f  the  bank  had  a-ked  the   passage  c.f  such  a  1  w.    He  ftiriher  stated  he  had  been  by  the  duke  eng;;ged 


he  would  go  more  seriously  into  the  consideradon 
of  ihe  proposition;  but  their  not  having  done  so,  he 
regirded  as  an  oLjeciion,  at  the  threshold,  fatal  lo 
tlicbiil. 

Mr.  Fursifth  replied,  to  Mr.  Taylor,  that  the 
stockholders  of  the  bunk  had  asked"  relief  in  o.  c 
-siiape;  and  if  congress,  disapprovii.g  that,  chose 
substanlialiy  to  grant  relief  in  avuxher  way,  it  sure- 
ly could  not  be  improper.  Wixh  regard  to  tlie 
scarcity  of  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  the  Uniled 
Stales  in  circulation,  it  was  owing,  not  so  much  'o 
the  cause  suggested  by  the  genlic:man  from  New 
■Yo.V,  as  to  the  difficulty  of  preparing  paper  of  a 
si  at:.;  fitu,^  for  common    use,  that  is,    of  stnall  de 


to  assassinate  jVnpoleon  Bniuipivte  on  his  wav  to 
ElbK;  which  e;ig:,grment,  f;om  some  unf'>pected 
circumstances  and  feelings,  he  did  not  fu'fil.  'Ihe 
duke  of  Berri  thought  it  beneath  tlie  dignily  of  a 
firincc  of  die  bloarl  of  the  hoiLse  of  Bourbon  to  de- 
ny  tlie  villainotis  accusations  lhu<  brought  again.'it 
him  i'V  Mauhrietillc,  and  M;.td-rieulte  was  convict- 
ed of  having  stolen  ilu-  ji  wellery  and  sentenced  to 
perpetual  iniprlsonnient.  He  v,  as  shifeil  from  pir- 
son  to  jjiison  by  order  of  the  French  goveriment, 
until  he  was  confined  in  -s  juil  on  the  Nelherland 
fioi'Mer,  whence  h.e  escaped  early  in  the  last 
'prii^g. 

Wlif.lher  s'ili    in    the    s-jmr-   ciTip'ovment  or  nr,t. 


■ni^iii:i)aliou3»     The   passage  of  this   bill  was  Coseo-|  ce:  tain  it  is  t.hal  pretty  iica:ij-  the  same  iboug  ;ts 
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occunifd  his  Tnin(\  and  }.e  went  to  Vienna.  When 
there,  hct  fmnd  that  young-  Nupoleon  wp.s  at  the 
pabce  of  Scho'^nbrunn  near  tl\e  city.  Maubrieulif 
immeillp.tely  c.h;»np;-ed  his  residence  for  the  more 
imme'^iute  vicini  y  of  Schoe'ihrunn,  w&ere  he  at' 
tached  himself  to  the  clerg-yman  of  the  parish,  who 
v.'as  one  of  tiie  tu'ors  of  the  young'  prince.  By 
this  clerE^yman  MaiiljfieiiHe  was  frequently  intru- 
<!'!ced  into  the  (gardens,  &c.  of  the  palace,  but  had 
never  the  fortune  to  ascertain  the  person  of  young 
Napjleon. 

'i'he  last  visit  made  by  the  priest  and  Maubrieulle 
to  the  g';;rdcns,  he  saw  a  smart  well  dressed  boy 
v.-alkinp^  in  shrubbery  lie  vvr's  instantly  impressed 
with  tlie  belief  that  this  was  th.e  son  of  Ronaparte, 
and  his  destined  victim.  He  watch.ed  him  vigi- 
lantly until  he  saw  him  nearly  enveloped  in  a  clump 
of  yoimgf  trees;  he  then  sprung  towards  him,  and 
at  the  instant  drew  a  dagger;  the  bey  heading  a 
noise,  turned  round  nnd  seeing  Maubrieulle  with 
the  d;.gger  in  iiis  hand,  within  a  few  paces  of  him, 
he  SHJd  at  once  "you  want  ^oung  Napoleon,  1  am  one 
of  his  playmates,  there  he  is,"  pointing  toward  a 
boy  about  hi.s  own  age  w!u)  was  a  sliort  distancf 
from  thetiD.  Maubrieulle  was  novj  as  certain  of  his 
victim  as  if  hi.s  dagger  had  been  already  ba.hed  in 
l»is  heart's  blood.  He  lost  not  a  mornent,  but 
crouching  and  stialing  forward  un'.il  he  cme  with 
in  striking  distance,  when  he  plunged  his  dagger 
into  t!ie  pl.nyful  boy,  wlio  fell  lifeless  at  his  f^et. 

While  ti)is  tragedy  Was  performing,  N.\polt-on  the 
younger,  for  he  it  was  whom  we  lefj  in  the  clu^^p 
of  tvf-e.s,  and  whose  presence  of  mind  had  turned 
aside  the  dagger  of  the  assassin — he  precipitately 
;ind  by  the  nearest  rouie  went  to  the  guard  and 
gave  the  alarm.  Precauwons  were  instantly  taken, 
every  avenue  was  guarded,  tiie  gaden  was  searcli- 
ed,  Maubrieulle,  the  priest,  nnd  a  stranger,  were 
found  and  nrrestcd.  In  a  few  hours  they  were  all 
tried  and  put  to  deatli.  It  is  said  the  confessions 
of  Maubrieulle  and  tlie  stranger,  containinc  very 
important  matter,  were  ser.t  by  the  court  of  ^  ienna 
to  all  the  principal  courts  in  Europe. 

Democratic  Press. 

Madrid,  Ji:ly  \". —  .\11  business  is  stagnated  here, 
owing  to  the  withdrawing  of  very  large  sums  of 
money  from  public  circidation,  and  in  the  mean 
time  our  financial  people  are  endeavoring  to  as- 
certain the  c:aise  of  this  scarcity  of  specie.  Its 
eft'ect  is  felt  in  the  roya!  i'.oiisehold  itself,  and  even 
in  his  majesty's  privy  purse. 

Almost  insU(>erable  obst-.icles  are  thrown  in  the 
way  of  raismg  the  money  due  last  April  for  the  quar- 
ter of  the  direct  conlribution  (something  like  the 
property  tax,)  which  has  become  so  unpopular, 
that  it  is  believed  by  men  conversant  witli  finan- 
cial attairs,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  collect  it 
atall. 

Another  paper  of  the  25th,  s.-^^ys — "The  inexpli- 
cable, as  well  as  illegal  conduct  of  the  United 
Slates,  renders  our  rciatiuns  with  the  colonies  more 
dilficuit  ilian  cv.-^r,  and  our  efforts  for  the  re-esta- 
blisiinient  of  ord'.'r  more  painful  " 

The  samep.per  mentions  that  the  king  of  Spain 
was  still  at  Sacedon,  and  adds — "The  absence  o* 
his  ini.jesty  frotn  the  capital  's  JiOt  at  all  iiiimical 
to  affairs.  Tiiis  iriGn;\;cii  rcgu'uuly  transacts  busi- 
ness v.'i.h  his  mir.i.slors,  antl  for  some  time  back, 
rarely  a  day  has  passed  without  sever.\l  couriers 
havi;.ig  been  disp-itched  to  diH-'erent foreign  couiis. 
— This  activity  in  our  cabir.et  is  by  no  means  sur 
prising,  considering  our  polit'.cal  siiuation." 

It  is  whispered  amongsv  persons  who  are  suppos- 


ed to  be  well  informed,  that  a  commission  has  been 
given  to  count  I'(moenros*ro,  an  American  noble- 
man, the  ohjer-t  of  Vi^'iich  Is  to  bring  about  are- 
conciliation  l;etvveen  the  mother  country  and  the 
provinces  of  tiie  s-iver  PU.ta;  but  very  liitle  hopes 
are  eritcrlaisied  of  ids  succeeding  in  his  mission. 

As  an  ins'ar'Ce  of  severe  distress,  never  befjre 
witnessed  even  i,>  the  most  calamitous  times,  is 
rep')rted  the  expedient  vdiich  it  has  been  necessa- 
ry to  resort  to,  in  order  to  enable  the  king  to  set 
out  for  the  baths  of  Sacedon.  A  collection  was 
made  of  sundry  sum.s  of  mney  existing  in  several 
public  cstablisiiment,':.,  such  as  the  royal  printing 
;ifl[)ce,  &C.  v.hicii  did  not  prcdure  more  than  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  th;uisand  rc;:h  (about 
4  500/.)  and  that  small  sum  wus  brongb*  <o  the 
king  himself,  to  def  ny  tlie  expense  of  his  journey, 
which  took  place  on  t!ie  10th  instant,  in  company 
with  the  queen  and  Ii-.f-nne  Don  Francisco. — The 
Infante  Don  Carlos,  and  his  Infanta,  remf'in  here. 

Tliere  is  a  rumor  in  circulaiion,  about  a  partial 
i/  snrrectioM  is^supposed  to  liave  taken  place  an-ongst 
the  troops  in  garrison  at  Malaga;  the  cause  of 
this  movement  is  ascribed  to  the  long  arrears  of 
their  pay. 

.  SBTiJEFLANDS. 

Spain,  it  appears,  owes  a  debt  to  the  Dutcli 
which  she,  shuffles  off  and  will  not  or  cannot 
P'^y — "Things  have  come  to  sue''  a  pass,  (says 
the  London  paper,)  that  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  the  Dutch  lay  hold  on  Prurto  Rico 
or  some  point  in  America,  near  their  island  of  Cur- 
racoa,  as,  it  appears,  the  North  Amerxans  have 
diMie  wilh  the  Fioridas,  and  as  we  did,  on  a  former 
occasion,  ivith  the  four  frigates  coming  from  Huenos- 
..^res" 

On  wliicb  a  Boston  paper  remarks — "It  seems 
this  is  the  only  way  of  getting  old  debts  paid  by 
Spain.  The  U.  States  have  not  seized  uX)on  the  Flo- 
ridas,  though  the  Hiitisli  Jiave  attacked  the  four 
figales  coming  from  Buenos  Ayres." 

WEST  ISDIKS 

Com.  Aury  has  taken  possession  of  Old  Provi- 
dence, and  hoisted  the  Mexican  flag  there.  His 
sqin-sdron  consisted  of  five  armed  vessels  and  2  pri- 
zes It  is  said  that  he  has  350  troops  withbim  to 
form  the  garrison,  &c. 

CARACCAS,  OnANADA,  &C. 

The  affairs  in  general,  of  those  countries  look  well 
for  the  patriots.  Adn.inl  Piiron  and  com.  Diaz,  with 
four  heavily  armed  vessels,  several  gun  boats,  md 
some  troops,  attacked  Guiria  on  the  24ih  August, 
and  carried  it  by  assault,  with  great  loss  to  the 
Spaniards,  and  very  little  to  the  patriots,  except 
that  one  of  the  patriot  vessels  being  becalmed,  was 
carried  by  (he  royalists,  w!io  massacreed  every  one 
of  her  crew!  T!;is  act  of  barbarism  was  terribly 
retaliated  by  the  patriots— they  captured  nine  of 
the  enemies  gun  boats  and.  put  every  man  taken  to 
the  sword!  An  English  frigate  was  oflT  the  hia-bor 
demanding  of  the  Spaniards  the  release  of  two 
British  vessels  when  Hrion  arrived — the  latter  said 
that  he  would  give  up  these  vessels  next  day— and, 
liaving  c;tpt(-red  the  place,  he  did  so.  It  is  said 
that  the  British  admiral  on  the  station  has  address- 
cd  l;im  with  tis  (.fTicial  title  of  "udmiral  and  com- 
mand 'r  in  >-hiefof  the  naval  forces  of  the  indepen- 
dent goverim-ient  of  Venezuela;"  thus  recognizing 
the  ind.pauir'Nce  of  the  power  under  which  he 
■  cted. 

The  royalists  are  said  to  be  hard  pressed  in  New 
Gr  ?-a.la--and  a  he  lief  is  very  current  t";at  they 
.\  ill  soon  Of-  expe.  >  i  from  ihat  country,  as  well  as 
from  all  the  provinces  of  Venezuela. 
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We  midprstapcl  by  a  Dominica  paper,  that  a 
party  of  Brilish  officers,  17  or  18  in  number,  iefi 
Cirenada,  for  llie  purpose  of  joining  the  patriots  in 
Venezuela — they  v/ere  followed  by  a  Spanish  ve.v- 
sei  of  war,  at  that  time  lying  at  Grenada,  and  there 
is  every  reison  1o  beli'  ve  that  tlie  whole  of  them 
were  murdered— i'ov  when  the  Spanish  vessel  re- 
turned to  her  anchorage  the  next  day,  several 
of  her  crew  were  mis'int^.  The  cause  of  Ferdi- 
nand is  as  villainously  supported  as  it  is  villainous 
in  itself. 

nnENos  Axuiis. 

The  following  is  given   in  the  National  Intelli 
j^encer  as  llie  substance  of  ])rivate  letters  received 
in  Washington  city,  by  recent -trrivals — 

Tlic  Porlugtsese  got  posse>;sion  of  Colonia  on  the 
Isl  of  May,  whelher  by  conquest  or  treachery  is 
not  knovn,  but  by  t!ie  latter,  it  is  believed;  in 
M-hich  place,  at  the  date  of  our  information,  (the 
latter  end  of  June)  there  was  1000  men  garriSdri- 
ed.  About  the  same  time,  the  Portuguese  general 
Currow,  look  Purification  and  Pysander,  with  3,500 
men.  A  cirps  of  cavaii\  crossed  the  Uruguay,  and 
after  plimdcring  the  Arrayo  de  la  China  repassed 
the  river.  The  Portuguese  afterwards  abandoned 
Purification,  snd  took  a  position  between  the  Uru. 
gnay  and  Pysander.  The  imcertainty  of  all  news 
received  ai  Uuenos  Ayres  was  such,  that  it  was  not 
kno'-vn  how  things  actually  s'.ood,  at  the  date  of  our 
advices.  The  contest,  however,  was  considered 
very  uuequ;d,  Artigas  being  thus  cut  off  from  the 
resources  aflorded  on  tl  e  sea  coast,  and  beii.g, 
withal,  deprived  of  any  aidfiom  Buenos  Ayres. 

Tlie  government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  said, 
permitted  the  Portuguese  -o  send  tlieir  vessels  of 
war  up  the  river,  to  co-operate  with  tlieir  isnd 
fprce,s,  which  amount  to  about  10,000  men.  Tlie 
"success  of  the  Portuguese  had  the  usual  effect  of 
making  them  confident;  and  they  openly  threaten 
to  take  possession  of  the  Island  of  Martin  Garcia, 
wbich  «fr<rninands  the  entrance  to  Uruguay  and  some 
of  the  entrances  to  theP.a-ana,  and  which  is  gar- 
risoned by  the  troops  of  Buenos  Ayies.  If  liuy 
succeed  in  this  attempt,  it  requires  no  great  fore- 
cast to  predict  that  their  next  attempt  will  be  on 
the  western  sliore. 

Of  the  safety  of  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayrts, 
cf  their  ability  to  maintain  their  independence,  if 
united,  there  can  be  no  donbt:  there  is  no  saying  to 
wliat  the  violence  of  their  internal  divisions  may 
not  bring  theni— though  it  is  believed  they  Ijbve 
little  to  apprehend  from  any  force  tlie  Portuguese 
oan  bring  against  them. 

C1IU,I. 

Capt.  Biddle,  in  the  Ont^irio,  relurned  to  Valpn- 
raiso  from  Lima  on  the  30th  of  Miiy.  'I  he  viceroy 
cf  Peru  treated  him  and  judge  Pr'evosl,  with  the 
greatest  re.spect— and  released  at  their  request 
seven  Americans  v/ho  hul  been  imprisoned  there 
The  viceroy  was  wit!i  difficulty  nn.de  to  believe 
the  result  of  the  battle  of  Maip?)— but  scrit  a  minis- 
ter in  the  Oi.tario  to  negociate  an  exciiange  of  pri- 
soners, &o. 

The  fbllowing  is  the  oflicial  account  of  the  late 
naval  fi^n    ^ifl'ile  coast  of  Cs.ili— 

S!np-Lavturo,  of  i'r.ipavcdso,  Jljjvil,  30,  1818. 
-■  ^'"~^  painful  tu.sk  devolves  oi'  me  as  Ci.mnand- 
ing  oiiicer  of  the  C;  ili  sijip  Lutaro,  l«  inform  you 
cf  the  latedeatli  of  her  late  br.  ve  :,nd  much  Lmeni- 
ed  commander,  capt.  Geo.  O'Drien,  while  combat- 
ing with  the  enemies  of  Chili,  im  board  the  Sp» 
nisli  frigate  Esmerauia, 

Af'ev  clearing  ihe  bay  of  Valparaiso  on  Sunu;^v 
*!ie  2od),  st.-.ered  to  the  southward  antii  4  c'ciock 


ihe  following  morning,  wlien  we  got  s'ght  of  tha 
enemy,  beat  to  quarters  and  mananvred  occasion- 
ally to  keep  her  in  sight  until  day  light.  At  6 
A.  M.  bore  down  upon  the  enemy  under  Britisli 
colors,  at  tite  same  time  the  brig  PerueJa  hove  la 
sight,  a  ff-v/  miles  astern,  and  the  Esmeralda  hove 
too.  At  7,  hailed  her  and  denianded  what  ship? 
Answer,  the  Esmeralda.  Struck  the  English  and 
hoisted  the  patriotic  Cliili  fla^y-,  upon  wliich'she  fired 
her  larbord  broidiiJe,  which  was  returned  by' our 
starboard  bov*.-  guns,  closed  upon  her  anri  boarded 
on  her  larboard  quarter.  O.ily  about  24  boarders  " 
headed  by  cur  t;allant  comm:indtr  (agree»blv  tci 
his  wish)  could  get  on  board,  when  the  s!:ips  sepa- 
rated. The  Spanisii  flag  being  struck,  sent  a  boat 
with  IS  men  to  assist  the  first  boarders  and  keep 
possession  of  the  ship.  Observed  the  brig  making 
oil',  backed  from  the  ship  to  bring  her  to,  after  fir- 
ing several  guns  at  her  slie  struck  her  colors.  Per- 
ceiving tliere  were  not  so  many  men  to  board  the 
Esmeralda  as  I  thought,  and  the  boat  v/hich  had 
been  dispatched  dropped  astern,  I  made  sail  ufter 
the  ship  agaifl. 

Owing  to  the  short  time  at  sea,  proper  discipline 
could  not  be  established;  men  hariiiy  knew  their 
quarters;  one  half  of  the  crew  nnt  understanding 
the  language  of  t!ie  other,  and  a  great  many  being 
seasick  and  totally  unfit  for  sea  service,  instead  t'f 
rendering  the  least  assistance  only  s'ood  in  the  wav, 
and  caused  confusion,  .so  that  it'w^s  impossible  to 
work  the  sliip,  to  lay  her  along  side  of  the  enemy 
as  I  wishtid,  and  on  closing  the  second  time  the 
bowsprit  could  only  be  brought  over  ti;e  poop  of 
the  Esmeralda,  the  surviving  men  having  lost  their 
leader  in  the  death  of  the  brave  O'Brim,  and  hav- 
ing expended  their  ammnniti-m,  I  got  them  on  board. 
It  being  my  intention  to  fire  a  broadside  before 
boarding  a  second  time,  for  that  purpose  kept 
a*constant  and  raking  fire  witli  ourfbow  guns,  whicii 
must  have  killed  a  great  m:.uv  cf  lier  men,  as  we 
had  knocked  iier  tlirce  aftermost  pons  on  the 
larboard  side,  completely  into  (me~mide  her  stern 
a  perfect  wreck,  and  set  her  upper  cabin  on  fire. 

During  this  time,  finding  that  tl;c  brig  had  again 
hoisted  her  colors  and  was  making  for  our  boat, 
and  not  wishing  to  sL-crifice  so  many  fine  fellows  I- 
backed  the  topsails  until  the  bout  ca'me  up.  I  hen 
made  all  sail  after  the  enemy,  keeping  up  a  con- 
stant fiie  with  ourchaser:^,  until  tlie  enen-.y's  supe- 
rior sailing  enabled  her  to  get  out  of  the' range  a'{ 
our  shot.  We,  notwitiistandi!>.>;  continued  tlie  chase 
with  all  possible  sail,  until  finding  weiiad  no  chance 
of  coming  i:p,  we  slio.temd  sail  and  lay  to,  to  re- 
puir  damages.  1  cannot  help  here  observing  the 
cowardly  manner  in  which  the  ship  and  brig  ran 
away,  and  1-  am  only  soirv  that  the  ship  vvas  so 
superior  in  sailing.  At  5,  'p.  M.  fell  in  with  and 
c^pmred  the  bri};  .S,.n  Mi.Miel,  botn.d  for  Chiloe  to 
Lima  from  Talcahuano,  liaviiii;  oal'oard  40  passen- 
gers, among  them  were  Dr.  u'aiae.l  Beiiram  .ind  1). 
Pedro  Nichlas  Chtspetea,  la' ely  merclinnts  of  Suu- 
tiHj!o,  and  D.  Matias  Aras,  lieut.  col.  and  aid-de- 
c  imp  to  peiieral  Osoro,  They  bring  information 
fr(  ni  Talcaliuaiiu,  w  liich  the  guvern  ir  o'  Valparaiso 
will  nsore  fully  comminiicate  to  you.     1  am,  &c. 

J    A.  TCIIXEIJ,  first  officer. 

F:OIUK.U 

From  the  J\''i:IwvmI  ItiteUigevcer  of  Saturday  last 
— We  have  seen  some  conje cures  in  the  ne-.vsna- 
pers  respecting  the  delivery  of  the  Sp.mis'.i  posts, 
in  Pi(.>rivia,  u'ucii  it  has  bem  an;;oiin.;ed  are  to  be 
restored  to  w.it  Spanish  government,  that  have  )e<i 
U3  to  some  ij  quiry  into  the  subject. 


■8fl 
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The  two  posts,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  will 
be  surrendered  under  variant  circumstances. 

Tiie  post  of  St.  .Marks  will  n-it  be  surrendered, 
but  to  a  force  competent  to  Imld  it.  It  is  a  military 
■post,  rennole  from  any  population,  surrounded  by 
hordfsof  desperate  Indians  and  negroes;  it  is  the 
only  barrier  aj^ainst  their  ravages  and  incursions. 
To  ev;iciiate  it  on  the  mere  demand  of  any  Spanish 
agent  deputed  to  receive,  or  to  a  force  incompe- 
tent to  hold  il,  would  be  to  evacuate  it  to  the  In 
diansj  for,  we  have  the  authority  of  the  late  Spa- 
tii.  h  com.mander  of  it,  for  sayin^j,  that  the  Indians 
<;ontrollpd  him,  and  not  he  them.  Self  preservation 
Is  the  ftist  dictate  of  nature;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  law  of  nations,  most  rigorously  construed, 
wiiich  requires  a  nation  to  prostrate  any  part  of  its 
population  at  the  mercy  of  an  iufurirfted  and  savage 
fnemy.  We  have  daily  accounts  that  ike  Spminole 
Indians  rema'ning  unsubdued,  are  embodied  in 
force:  this  check  wiihdrawn,  and  they  might  sweep 
our  borders.  On  the  appearance  of  a  hjrce  ade- 
quate to  garrison  the  post,  it  will  be  promptly 
given  up. 

Willi  respect  to  Pensac-jlci,  that  post  stands  on  a 
different  fooling.  Tliere  are  not  fifty  warriors 
west  of  the  Appalachicola,  and  the  population  of 
the  fron  ier  is  sufiicient  to  keep  tliem  in  awe.  The 
■population  of  Pensacola  alone  is  abundantly  com- 
petent to  preserve  it  from  f.diing  into  the  hands  o( 
the  Indians.  That  post,  therefore,  will  be  surren- 
dered, without  condition,  to  any  agent  of  Spain 
duly  authorized  to  receive  it. 

I'  is  thus  seen,  that  the  United  States  do  not  de- 
sire to  hold  the  Spanish  pasts;  one  of  which  is  sur- 
rendered widiout  condition,  awd  the  other  witlioul 
any  co.dilion  but  that  it  shall  not  be  surrendered 
to  a  force,  nominally  Spanish,  under  a  con^roul 
actually  Indian.  la  a  word,  it  is  to  Spain,  and  not 
to  the  Seminoles,  that  both  the  posts  are  to  be 
surrendered. 


CHRONICLE. 

It  is  stated  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  interfered  to  procure  the  release  of  Mr. 
Wm  D.  Robinson,  now  cov.fined  by  the  Spaniards 
at  Havanna.  He  was  seized  in  t!ie  interior  of  Mex- 
ico about  two  years  since.  T!iis  gentleman  must 
not  be  confounded  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rabin- 
son,  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  patriot  armies  of 
Mexico.  The  latter  is  in  Mississippi.  The  former 
was  a  merchant,  wliose  property,  it  seems,  was  suf 
ficicnt  to  make  him  a  s'lspicious  c!>aracter — by  the 
ru'cs  of  Sf)a7tish  honov  and  morality. 

Seven  A.Tiericans  are  detained  in  prison  at  Per- 
nambuco,  on  suspicion  of  liavliig  been  patriots. 
They  are  said  tj  be  most  iiifamously  treated. 

The  French  colony,  under  gen.  LiUemand,  and 
oth^-rs,  is  reported  to  gather  strength  very  fast,  by 
volunteers— and  it  is  intim.»ted,  will  S(*on  be  able 
to  "strlice  at  once  for  the  liberation  of  .Mexico." 
Tlie  persons  composing  tliis  colony  are  said  to 
spend  much  tune  in  the  open  uir,  practising  the 
use  of"  u)"M"is,  Stc. 

jytore  lannilers. — The  "wonders  of  the  deep,"  by 
the  catc'iiiig  of  h  horse  mnckavel  for  the  sea-serpent, 
hiving  lost  their  lUtradion,   we   now  hear   soine- 


an  article  as  follows: — We  understand,  from  good 
authority,  that  a  net^ro  slave,  the  property  of  Mr. 
John  Carter,  of  Fauquier  cou'i ly,  Virginia,  has  mide 
a  valuable  improvement  in  agriculture,  by  the  in- 
vention of  a  machine,  which,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  cuts  the  corn,  prepares  the  ground  for  a  crop  of* 
wheat,  rye,  or  any  either  grain.  It  is  said,  that, 
with  one  man  and  a  horse,  this  machine  will  per- 
form the  work  f^f  eight  men  in  the  usual  mode. 

Smuffpliuff  again  enconntged.  Sir  .lohn  Keane, 
K.  C.  13.  major  general  and  governor  of  St  Lucia, 
■n  consequence  of  the  destrucion  of  "gr-iund  pro- 
visions by  the  excessive  drouth',"  has  issued  a  prov 
clati.ation  for  opening  tlie  port  of  Castries  for  the 
admission  of  provisions  and  lumber,  and  s\ys — 

"Further, — I  do  hereby  dllow  any  vessel  laden 
with  the  above  mentioned  prr,visio's  or  lumber, 
the  growth  and  produce  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  be  reported,  and  her  cargo  admitted 
to  an  enLry,  althoi'gh  such  vessels  may  not  be  fMrnish' 
edtvitha  register  or  clearance,  from  the  port  from 
■whence  they  came,  or  loith  any  other  papers  whatever, 
except  a  general  rnaidff!:t  of  carfo." 

Jl  law  case.  A  rery  interesting  trial  came  on  at 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  iield  in  Elkton,  for 
Cecil  county,  (M'.)  last  week,  for  seduction  sind  a 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage.  The  plaintiff  a 
yotmg  woman  of  respeciahle  connexions — the  de- 
fendant quite  a  wealthy  and  uged  m/P.  Theplain'  , 
litr recovered  damages  to  the  amount  of  six  thou*' 
sand  dollam. 

A  steam  boat,  called  the  Maid  (f  Orleans,  to  ply 
from  .Mobile  to  New  Orleans  thrr.ugh  htke  Pon-- 
chartrain,  has  been  launched  at  Philadelphia, 

Sixtj-three  ..African  slaves  were  latf'ly  seized  in 
Georgia  for  a  violation  of  the  laws;  they  were  sold 
at  Milledgeville  f;r  141,710  dollars  cash — an  ave- 
rage of  662  dolkrs! 

Vermont.  At  the  recent  eUctioo  in  the  state  of 
Vermont,  the  republican  ticket  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  Jonai  Galiisha  is  re  elected  gover- 
nor, and  the  following  gentlemen  are  elected  to  the 
sixietntli  congress  from  that  state;  of  whom,  these 
whose  names  are  in  italic  are  members  of  the  pre- 
sent congress:  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Ezvj.  Meech,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Chai Its  Rich,  Jlark  Richards,  jL^iL  O. 
C.  Merrill.  The  members  of  the  present  congress 
not  re-elected  are  Hemun  Allen  and  William  Hunter. 

A  smut  mill,  for  cleaning  wheat  of  smut,  is  ia 
operation  at  Plattsburg,  and  is  highly  spoken  of. 
"The  wheat,  after  leaving  the  sieves,'  where  it  is 
well  fanned,  passes  be' ween  ^  brush  and  grater, 
forcing  much  .smnt  and  other  filth  through  the  gra- 
ter— then  receives  tlie  wind  again,  whicli  throws  off 
all  the  dust  and  chaff  which  the  brush  and  grater 
have  taken  from  the  wheat." 

Apply  to  George  Deming,  Burlington,  Vermont. 


th',f;g    of  a   tuiUl  man   ln'iii 
fai'  froin   Saoki  (ts-llarh  )r. 


g  seen  in  the  woods  not 
anri  are  left  to  guess  at 
so.Tie  queer  anim.ds  in  New  Yark,  by  its  being  stat- 
ed in  one  of  the  p  spers  of  t;;  li  city,  that  ''five  liiou 
sand  pairs  of  gentlaen's  corsets  liud  been  sold  there 
in  a  f.rvduv-!" 

Arfri  cult  are. — The  Washington  Ci'.y  G..Z£tte  has 


} 


ADJUTANT  Or.VEnAL's  OFFICE, 

Is/  and  3d  military  departvient?, 
''  JVew  nrk,  Aug.  28,  1818. 
Soldiers  late  of  the  army  of  the  United  Sta'es, 
are  lierei^y  notined  that  all  requisite  attention  is 
con.inued  to  be  given  to  the  transaction  of  their 
:iff  irs  iviih  the  govei-nment  free  of  expense  arid 
postage,  at  the  head  quarters  of  tlie  first  and  third 
iiiiliiary  departmc-nts.  New  York,  and  at  tiie  posts 
of  Niagar:i,  S  icket's  II  vhov,  PI  n  tsburg  and  Green- 
bush,  by  their  rcspeciive  conunandaiils. 

■Ml  discliarges,    claims  for  pensions,  by    invalids, 

and  wound.ed  men,  togetiier  widi  advice   as  vo  the 

evidence  req': -red,  are  included  in  diis  notification. 

By  ord<v  of  n  :jor  general  SGt>  TT. 

F,  S.  BELTON,  Ass.  insp.  general. 


^ILES^  WBElii:;!  BBGiSTER. 
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Oj'Ifoping  to  I>ave  receivcl  some  particulars  of 
a  grft'id  scheinenow  tnatiiring"to  keep  the  [paper] 
mill  a.g-oing-,"  we  defert-ed  .i  prepiration  of  other 
remarks  M'hich  wp  would  have  inserted  in  this 
day's  REGrsTEu.  What  the  scheme  is,  we  can- 
BO*  yet  get  hold  of— it  is  almost  a  profound  secret; 
but  some  gre.it  mischief,  alias  speculation,  is  brew- 
irrcf.  The  moment  we  can  j^r-avp  it,  it  shall  be  throwa 
•  bpfore  the  world— let  the  consequences  be  what 
they  may. 

The  first  part  of  this  scheme  is  to  pre/>are  the 
members  of  congress  to  vote  as  directed  at  the 
ensuing  session  of  congress;  and  it  is  intimated  to 
us,  that  the  attempt  to  effect  this  is  chieHy  to  he 
ure-ed  against  gentlemen  from  the  lueslern  siatea. 
If  this  is  true,  we  may  readily  calculate  that  i!ie 
s:>eculator.s  intend  to  hid  /,*>/,  for  votes— for  t/ieii 
Will  not  be  clieaply  purchased. 

or  what  is  designed  to  be  done,  when  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  are  secured,  we   i,re  al-nosi 
M^holly  in  the  dark,  at  present:  but  btlleve  one  of 
the  thmgs  proposed,  is  the  substitution  of  a  paper 
currency  as  a  legal  TK^nsn,  instead  of  m«— which 
IS  frequently  hinted  at  in  certain  neu-spapers   as 
if  to  feel  the  public  pulse.  Tht-re  is  no  sort  of  uece.s. 
sity  for  this— we  did  very  well  without  it  six  or  se- 
ven years  ago,  and  shall  not  have  tbe  least  occasion 
for  It  when  bank  notes  regain  the  reputnlion  which 
they  had  at  that  time;  as  capital  whs  then  consi 
dered  needful  to  .support  credic-.uul  its  unavuid- 
able  tendency  must  be  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
anstocrary  on  the  ruit.s  of  t!,e  people.    This  musi 
be  seltevident  to  every  reflecting  min  1 

We  shall  keep  our  eyes  and  ears  open  to  the 
matters  above  alluded  to,  and  leave  noth.ng  undone 
that  ,s  honorable  to  ferret  out  the  secret  to  expose 
it-.f  It  real  y  exists,  op  shall  not  be  abandoned 
nn  Rccotint  of  the  impracticability  of  can-yintr  the 
scheme  mto  effect.  v"«'^i"{,  tne 


^  letter  from  a  very  respectable   gentleman    vf  Kor. 
thnmberlanU  coun'y,  Pa.  to  the  editor.  saJ- 

''sweet  in  the  mouth  but  \l^t  bel?»'  .^^ 
ver,    we  are  not  irrecoverable  yet,  since  the  five 
counties  of  our  senatorial  district  hwe  ha    virtu' 
and  good  sense  suHicient  to  nondn.te  .,'  ,1:     ^ 
hmoR  Snydku  for  the  senate.     The  f  ,rce  ofth/p 
g|sler'sre.«ark  respecting  J,.is  .X.^^tX:;^ 
bill  monster,  cannot  bepropprly  felt    b  ,t  bv    i 
who  know  tne    power 'wh';ch-'w.V'one;'^Vat:d 
tTvrVrK^""^^"   '>epre.«en,edhis   se^^:!!^  ";^,' 
tive.     Rut,  by  a  sound    judgment,  a  clenr   ore  oor 
cepnon  of  the  evils,  and    above^ll.    by    n^in;'^" 
promising  virtue  ..he  was  .rmed  so  .Itron  "n   LTs! 
t^.    t!^;;tJHsresohn.,onu.ver,forHn  instant    he  it-U 

Vqi.  XV. -0. 


University  of  the  State  of  New  Yoi-k. 

COr.LEGE  OF  PIIYSICIAXS   AND  SUttGEOVS. 

(CTUCULAR.) 
City  oe  New  Yokk,  August  18th,  1818. 
_  Inquiries  being  frequently  made,  by  persons  re- 
sident at  a  distance,  relative  to  the  course  of  stu- 
dies, and_ requisites  for   gradtiation,  in  the  college 
of  physicians  aiulfsunreons  of  tiie  University  of  X^w 
York,  xs  also  concerning  other  matters  intereslinr^ 
to  tJne  students  who  re*ort  to  this  school  of  med7. 
cine,  the  trustees  of  the  college,  with  a  viev.'  of  j-e- 
Jnoying  the  inaonvenience   of  answering   so    m my 
individual    applications,    and   of   gratifying    tiuis-; 
vhojn  it  m.\v  concern,   have  ordered   t!ie   p' es<-;it 
circular  to   be  published  for  general    infirmmion. 
The  college  opens,  annudly,   on  the   first  Mo  i- 
diy   in    November,  and  t!ie  several  courses  begin, 
successively,  that  week,  after  the  introductory  »'•.■- 
tiires  of  the  respective   professors.     The  se'ssiur* 
closes  the  last  day  of  February. 

LECTUIIKS    IXTriK   FOUENOOy. 

Theory  and  practice  of  physic,  by  Dr.  Hosic::, 
from  nine  to  ten  o'clock,  daily. 

Principles  and  priic'.ice  of  surgery,  by  Tiv.  .Morr, 
from  ten  to  eleven  duly. 

Anatomy,  physioloijy,  and  surgery,  by  Dr.  Vo^r, 
from  eleven  to  twelve,  daiiy. 

LKCrOKRS   IN  TrtB   AFTER500?r. 

Natural  philosophy,  hy  Dr.  Di:  Witt. 
Natural   h;'.tory,    including  mineralogy,  bntanv, 
acd  zoology,  by  Dr.    Mitchell,  from   one  to  two. 

daily. 

Chemistry  rtnd  materia  meJica,  by  Dr.  Mac\evi>-, 
Avni  five  to  six,  dnHy. 

Obstetrics,  and  the  diseases^of  women  and  cliil. 
dren,  by  Dr.  Hosaci:,  from  four  to  five,  on  MondM-s 
and  riitirsdays. 

Clinical  practice  of  medicine,  bv  Di\  IlAMEHSLr, 
from  four  to  five,  on  Wednesdays  anrl  Saturdays. 

Institutes  of  medicine,  and  forensic  medicine,  bv 
Dr  FiiAxcis^  from  four  to  five,  on  Tuesdays  an  I 
Fridays. 

GIlAnUATinx. 

It  Is  expected  that  a  candidate  f^or  graduation 
shall  have  a'tiined  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
^  On  or  before  the  first  of  February'  the  canr'i  latf 
s.iall  make  known  his  name  and  intention  to  one  ot* 
the  professors,  by  whom  he  will  be  informed  of  the 
time  and  place  of  ex:.mii,;.tion.  The  first  exarnina- 
tion  IS  by  i.he  board  of  professors  onlv;  it  is  pnvat-? 
and  confidential. 

A  second  examination  is  held  before  the  hoar  I 
of  irnstees,  to  w!i<jm,  on  this  occasion,  an  app^ul 
lies,  and  before  whom  there  is  ollVrel  an  opnortu- 
nity  of  rediesv,  if  a  candidate  think  himself  any 
wise  aggrieved.  ' 

Thf  n.in;es  of  those  who  have  been  approved  bV 
the  trustees,  ju-e  forwardinl  to  the  reg'enr^  of  ths 
university,  who  retura  au  equal  number  of  dip  o- 
mus,  under  Uie  sigiMiure  of  ihe  cinncellor.  'I'li,  y 
Hie  afterwards  signed  hy  the  president  of  the  ro''- 
legc  and  the  lu-oftssors. 

I5y  the  20U)  of  .March,  ihe  cinc'ilate  shall  deli- 
ver  to  one  of  tho  piv.fVssors  a  dissertation  on  soh./« 
medical  subjeci.  ilt  is  publicly  ex;.mined  on  t'--- 
s.ime,  in  the  co.iege  hall,  the  fi-st  .Mond^.y  in  .\nr?, 
and  may  publish,  with  the  approbation  oi  one  ui  th  j 
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ptnfi'S'-^ors,  pither  \n  Enplis!!,  Fi-ench,  or  Latin  lan- 
gN  i;:;'e'^.  The  dejp-ef's  .ire  coi)ferred  by  tiie  presi- 
cleiit  Ihencxt  day,  at  n  nubllr,  commencement. 

Fi'oin  liic  provision   tluis  made,    it    will  be  seen, 
that  t!ie  various  co'irscs  of  ieciurea  delivered  in  the 
cd'cge  are  so  Hrranged,  as  to  constittite  a  complete 
system  of  medical  education.     The  board  of  trus- 
tees, Iiowever,  think  it  incuiTioent  on  them  to  state, 
thiit  it  iias  been  their  unremitted   endeavor  to  in- 
rrease,  hs  far  ns  practicable,  tlie  means  of  instruc- 
tiiMi,  find  to  render  the  adv.inlapes  enjoyed  by  the 
college,  at  least  equal  to  those  of  any  other  estab- 
I'shmeat  in   the   United   States.    The  Auatonaicid 
tnuseum,  of  l;ir(^e  extent,  has  been  augmented  by 
some  r:;re  and  valuable  pr'  par.itlons,  and  very  im- 
portant additions  liave  been  made  to  the  chemical 
apparatus  and  laboratory.     Tiie  cabinet  of  natural 
histoi-y  I1..S    also    been    greatly    enriciied    by  nu- 
rt  or  ii:s  sjjecimens,  native  and  foreign;   and    iti  the 
i'.!ustratio;is  of  the  geology  and  miner-doj^^y  of  the 
AnuriiMP;  states,  is  peculiarly  rich.  Measures  have 
rtc'-r.ily  been  adopted  by  the  trustees  in  order  to 
p:ovide  a  library  for  the  students  of  theuniversity. 
V  is  proper  further  to  state,  that    although  the 
in  isl  liberal  and  extensive  system  of  medical  and 
p-.i'osophioal    irwtruction  has  tiius  been  provided, 
the  expense  of  education  to  tlie  candidate  for  me- 
di'^al  lionors  is  not  increased   beyond   that  of  any 
ot!:er  colleg-e  in  the   union,  as  the  courses   are  not 
made  indispensably   necessary  for  graduation,  and 
tlie  suident  is  at  liberty  to  attend  any  course    or 
cui'-cs  ^3  may  think  expedient:  the  professors  in- 
sist upon  the  attainments  of  the  candidate,  and  not 
upon   the   number  of  courses,  nor  t'le  number  of 
vears  he  may  linve  attended  at  the  university.     The 
trusiees  confidently  believe  their  plan  of  education 
satisflictory,  and  ihey  indulge  die  hope  that  nothing 
will  be  wanting  to  fulfil   the  just  expectations  and 
liberal  views  ot  their  patrons,  tlie  honorable  the  le- 
gislature, and  the  r-j;enls  of  the  university  of  New- 
York.—  "y  ordc-r, 

SA^JUF.LR.\RD,  M.  D.  President. 
JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Naval  Court. 

NAVY  DEPAIITMF.NT,  SKPTKMBER  2,  1818. 

Dr.  TiieTMAS  Hahbis,  a  surgeon  in  the  navy  of 
ilie  United  States,  having  represented  to  the  navy 
department,  that  considerable  injury  had  been 
(lone  to  his  character  by  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
luarli:*!,  convened  in  Fhdadelnhia,  in  .January  1S18, 
for  the  trial  of  Dr.  William  P.  'C.  Barton,  surgeon 
in  tlie  United  Slates  navy,  upon  charges  preferred 
against  him  by  tlie  said  Dr.  Jlarris,  a  court  of  en- 
qu'.ry  composed  of  Isaac  Chauncey,  esq.  as  presi- 
dent, and  Samuel  Evans  and  Samuel  Angus,  esqrs. 
captains  in  tiie  navy  of  the  United  States,  as  mem- 
bers, and  Samuel  R.  .Marshall,  esq,  as  judge  advo- 
c.ite,  was,  at  the  request  of  Ur.  Harris,  instituted 
to  investig:tte  t).e  triitii  of  said  representations: 
aid  the  following  is  the  opinion  of  said  court  of 
CrKjU'ry: 

'I'.ie  couvt  of  enquiry-,  in  obedience  to  the  man- 
date by  which  they  were  convened,  have  enquired 
r-ii:>n;ely  into  :A[  the  fac's  and  circurr.stances  of 
t!ie  ca«e  "submitted  for  their  in\Tstig:ainii;  and  in 
taking  a  review  of  those  ficts  ;ind  circumstances  on 
wiiic;-.  th^ir  opinion  must  be  founded,  they  cannot 
j-ei'i'iun  iVotn  expressing  their  drcj)  regret,  that  it 
sliould  have  b"en  fouyid  necessary  to  rissigu  to  then) 
a  duty  so  painful  aiul  delicate.  Satisfied,  howevji-, 
that  i't  is  one  of'tiie  most  iniportaut  duiics  of  their 
nrofcsslonj  and  that  on  the  fj.it!jfi.(l  discharge  of  it 


the  integrity  ofth.-it  profession  intimately  ilepend^ 

Tlie  couit  will  not  allow   the   administration  o 

justice  to  be  warped  by  their  feelings;  but,  imder 
the  guidance  of  the  evidence,  will  proceed  to  exe- 
cute the  duty  required  of  them,  by  delivering  their 
opinion: 

In  tlie  observations  of  the  court  martial  held  at 
Philadelpliia  in  January  last,  forthe  trial  ofDr.  Wm. 
P.  C  Barton,  preliminary  to  passing  sentence  on 
the  sccused,  the  court  of  enquiry  find  that  Dr. 
Harris  h.as  been  impe.iclied  by  the  court  martial 
aforesaid,  of  having,  1st.  Dislodged  another  sur- 
geon from  a  lucrative  post,  which  be  held.  2d. 
With  shuflling  and  intrigue,  to  obtain  a  place 
of  profit;  and,  lastly,  the  court  martial  aforesaid 
dei;lare  "tliat  they  consider  themselves  bound  to 
mark  the  impropriety  of  w!)ich  the  prosecutor 
(Dr.  Harrir,)  has  been  guilty  in  his  har.sh  crimina- 
tion of  his  opponent  by  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy.  Defamation  of  a  brother  officer,  (con- 
tinue the  court)  whether  secret  or  open,  must  ever 
be  productive  of  consequences  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  service,  and  destructive  of  that  security 
which  an  officer  ought  to  find  in  his  profession, 
against  caiumnv  and'  unmerited  allegation."  The 
letter  of  Dr.  Harris,  alluded  to  in  the  remarks 
quoted  above,  contains  charges  suhstanti^dly  the 
same  with  those  in  the  2d  specification  brought 
befjre  the  court  martial,  and  on  which  Dr.  Barton 
was  tried.  In  this  letter  Dr.  Harris  also  accuses 
Dr.  Barton  of  being  an  'acknowledged  delinquent 
in  duty,  who  shamefully  abandoned  his  post  during 
the  only  important  period  that  had  transpired  since 
he  had  been  in  service." 

From  these  quotations,  it  appears  to  the  court  of 
inquiry,  that  the  very  severe  censure  passed  by  the 
court  martial  on  the  conduct  of  I>r.  Harris  wa.s 
principally  founded  on  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  D\  Barton. 
It  remains,  therefore,  for  this  court  to  shew  how 
far  tlie  allegations  contained  in  that  letter  have 
been  established  by  testimony.  In  doing  thi.s,  they 
will  have  occasion  to  revert  to  the  evidence  incor- 
porated in  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
held  at  Piiiladelphia,  as  well  as  to  the  oral  testi- 
mony delivered  before  t!iis  court. 

On  investigating  the  testimony  before  the  court 
martial  which  bears  on  the  1st  allegation  against 
the  character  of  Dr.  Harris,  that  is,  "having  dis- 
lodged another  from  a  lucrative  post,  which  he 
ludd,"  tiie  evidence  of  Mr.  Homans  is  distinct  and. 
clear:  lie  states,  (in  answer  to  the  1st  interrogate- 
ry,  page  51  of  the  proceeding.s  of  the  court  martial) 
"that  on  or  about  the  7th  of  October,  1817,  Dr. 
H.arris,  of  the  navy,  did  apply  for  the  appointment 
of  surgeon  to  the  naval  hospital  at  Philadelphia; 
Uiat  about  that  time  it  was  ascertained  that  Dr. 
Heap  would  relir-quish  the  station  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  hospital  surgeon  in  the  MediteiTanean — 
and  the  conversation  then  turned  upon  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  appointment,  witii  a  view,  on  the 
part  of  the  said  deponent,  to  postpone  the  question 
until  the  next  day,  and  to  give  time  to  consider  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  applications  of  Dr.  Bartorv 
and  Dr.  Harris."  0:i  the  same  examination  Mr. 
Homans  again  says,  page  61  of  the  same  proceed- 
ings in  answer  to  a  part  of  the  6th  interrogatory, 
"Dr.  lls^-)  ajiplicd  for  a  permanent  situation  as  hos- 
pital surgeon  in  the  Mediterranean;  and  before  any 
further  orders  were  issued,  Dr.  Harris  came  on, 
applied  for,  and  obtained  an  order  to  tlie  hospital.' 
In  corroboration  of  these  statements,  the  testimony 
of  master  commandant  Tienshaw,  delivered  before 
the  court  of  enquiry,  is  conclusive,    lie  states, 
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papeSdofthe  procei'dinj^sof  tlie  court  of  enquiry, 
that  "Dr.  Harris  was  informed  by  Mr.  Ilom.ins,  in 
his  pre<.ence,  ihut  Dr.  Reese  was  not  considered  as 
ho<;pit.il  sisrg^eon,  but  was  merely  acting  for  Dr. 
Heap,  until  Iiis  return." 

Thus  it  appf^ars  by  the  evidence  cited,  that  by 
the  removal  «f  Dr.  Heap  to  another  situation,  the 
hospital  at  Philadelphia  was  left  without  an  hospi- 
tal surg'eon;  tljat  no  such  appointment  had  been 
made  by  the  navy  department  after  the  removal  of 
Dr.  He^p,  and  that,  consequently,  Dr.  Harri.s  could 
not  have  dislodpred  anotiier  by  his  application  and 
subsequent  app<iintment  to  that  institution. 

In  relation  to  the  2d  allegation  against  Dr.  Har- 
ris, viz.  "shuffling  and  intrigue  for  office,"  the 
court  of  enquiry,  after  the  most  attentive  research, 
have  been  unable  to  discover  .tny  testimony  which 
could  subject  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Harris  to  such 
animadversions.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  prov- 
ed to  the  satisfaction  of  this  court,  by  the  evi- 
dence of  master  commandant  lien.shaw,  who  was 
present  when  Ur.  Harris  applied  for,  and  obtain- 
ed, the  appointment  of  hospital  siu'geon  at  l*i4ila- 
delphia,  that  his  "application  was  made  with  frank 
ness  and  candor,  in  staling  his  claims,  and  that  he 
did  not  discover  any  thiNg  like  shuffling,  importu- 
nity or  ii\trigue." 

It  now  remains  for  the  court  of  enquiry  to  exa- 
mine tlte  contents  of  that  letter,  on  which  the 
charge  of  "defamation  of  a  brother  officer,"  has 
been  urged  with  considerable  asperity. 

In  this  letter  Dr.  Harris,  after  having  accused 
Dr.  Barton  of  being  an  "acknowledged  delinquent 
in  duty,"  goes  on  to  say,  "this,  however,  is  the  least 
seriou.s  of  the  charges  of  which  [  accuse  Dr.  Bar- 
ton.  He  has  been  guilty  of  mi-srepresentaiion  and 
falsehood.  He  has  represented  to  tt»e  department 
that  it  was  not  my  expectation  to  receive  the  ap- 
pomtment  of  hospital  .suigeon  when  I  solicited  il — 
that  I  was  willing  to  exchange  siniations  with  him, 
and  that  he  had  visited  Washington  with  cry  pri- 
vity— which  statement  I  declare  positively  untrue, 
without  a  shadow  of  foundation."  The  court  of 
enquiry  are,  on  this  occasion,  obliged  to  revert 
again  to  the  proceedings  of  tlie  court  martial  held 
for  the  trial  of  Dr.  IJarton,  as  Dr.  Harris  has  trusted 
to  the  evidence  incorporated  in  those  proceedings 
for  a  jusiification  of  the  accusation  made  against 
Dr.  Uarton.  On  this  occasion,  they  will  only  make 
use  of  the  testimony  of  the  honorable  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  and  of  Mr.  Homans.  In  answer  to  the 
tliifd  interrogatory,  page  40,  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  niurtitd,  Mr.  Crowninshield  states,  "that 
Dr.  Harris  was  privy  to  tlie  said  application  of  the 
said  l)r  Barton  for  the  office  aforesaid."  To  the 
fourth  inter^ogat(^ry,  (same  page)  Mr.  Crownin- 
shield  answers,  'that  D;-.  Barton,  at  the  tioje  of  his 
said  application,  did  inform  ihi.s  deponent  that  Dr. 
Harris  had  said,  'diat  when  he,  the  said  Dr.  Harris, 
had  applied  for  the  said  office  of  surgeon  to  the 
Vhiladelphia  naval  hospital,  he  had  no  expectation 
of  obtaining  it,  or  words  to  that  effect:  and  more- 
over, that  Dr.  Harris  said,  that  if  he,  Dr.  Barton, 
should  obtain  the  said  office  of  hospital  surgeon, 
that  he.  Dr.  Harris,  woidd  be  satisfied  with  the 
place  Dr.  B.^rton  then  held,  of  scrgeon  in  the  ma- 
ririe  barracks;  and  that,  tlierefore,  it  would  be  do'wg 
said  Dr.  Hari-is  no  inji;ry  wliatcver,  to  give  him, 
tiie  said  Dr.  B-.rlnn,  the  said  appointmeni  of  hospi- 
tal surgeon,  or  words  Xo  that  eflect."  In  many  of 
the  nnswers  of  Mr.  Crowni.ishield,  to  the  interro- 
gatories proposed  to  liim,  hi.s  testimony  is  precisely 
to  the  sadiC  eft'ect  fnd  purpose.  The  court  wili, 
howtver,    foriiear    ro   make  any   further    evtrucis 


from  die  evidence  <9f  Mr.  Cro^tninshield,  and  will 
only  appeal  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Homans,  as  it 
goes  to  shew  that  the  same  impressions  were  made 
on  the  minds  of  both  those  gentlemen,  by  the  siate- 
ments  and  declarations  of  Dr.  Barton,  and  that 
consequently  there  could  n«t  have  been  any  aiisap- 
preheiision  on  the  part  of  either.  In  p v.ge  62,  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  Mr.  HoCian>* 
states,  iuaQswei' to  the  eighth  interrogatory  "that 
Dr.  Barton  stated  that  he  had  seen  Dr.  Harris  on  his 
return  froB  Wasiiington,  and  that  thehad:expressecl 
his  gr';at  satisfaction  at  having  so  easily  and  proanpt- 
ly  obtained  th«  appointment.  Dr.  Barton  fiu-ther 
stated,  that  Dr.  Harris  had  no  expectation  of  getting 
appointed  to  the  hospital;  hut  that  he  would  have 
gladly  accepted  the  appointment  Dr.  Rtirton  hald  to 
the  marines,  and  would  willingly  exchange;  that  Dr. 
Barton  said  he  had,  therefore,  come  on  with  a  view 
to  solicit  the  transfer  of  orders  from  Uie  secretary  of 
the  navy,  and  to  the  best  of  thi.s  deponent's  recol- 
lection. Dr.  Barton  said  that  Dr.  Harris  was  privy  to 
his  coming  on,  as  well  as  of  the  object;  and  "th*? 
above  statement  of  Dr.  I3arton  induced  the  said  de- 
ponent to  believe  that  a  full  understanding  existed 
between  Dr.  Harris  and  Dr.  Barton  in  relation  to  the 
transfer."  Mr.  Homans  further  states  in  answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  ninth  interrogatory,  page  6.5, 
'•thatfsom  Dr.  Barton's  representation,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  Dr.  ILrris'  acquiescence  and  satisfaction.''' 
And  again,  in  reply  to  the  eleventh  interrogatorv, 
page  6",  "that  a  perfect  reli.mce  upon  Dr.  Barton's 
stslemtnt,  miglu  have  induced  him  (Mr.  Horr.ans) 
to  repeat  to  the  secretary,  the  suggestion  that  Dr. 
Harris  would  be  satisfied  with  the' transfer,  and  iu 
tiiat  case  Dr.  Barton  might  be  gratilied  without  in- 
jury or  injustice  to  Dr.  Harris." 

On  this  subject  the  court  of  enquiry  feel  per- 
suaded, that  further  proof  is  unnecessarv.  From 
wuat  h^s  been  already  advanced,  tliey  are  of  thy 
opinion,  that  the  facts  staled  in  that  part  ofll.c; 
letter  now  under  consideration,  have  been  fuUv 
and  clearly  established,  they,  therefore,  pass  on  to 
the  only  remaining  accusation  made  by  D' »  Harris 
againslDr.  Barton;  and  that  this  accusation  may 
rest  on  its  proper  merits,  the  court  consider  it  ne- 
cessary to  quote  all  the  e.^pressions  m.'.'e  use  of 
by  Dr.  Harris  on  that  subject.  In  his  letter  to  the; 
sacretary  ot  tlie  navy,  he  says,  when  speaking  of  Dr. 
Barloii,  "1  had  scarcely  retained  my  appoihtnient 
a  month,  wiien  I  tiad  ihe  mortification  to  We  super- 
ceded by  a  man  who  v/as  an  acknowledged  delin- 
quentin  duty;  a  man  who  shamefully  abandoned  hi.s 
piisc  during  the  only  important  pt^riod  that  had 
transpired  suice  he  had  been  in  service.  So  long 
as  it  was  an  amusement  or  convenience  to  remain 
111  service,  D.-.  B.rton  occasioaady  attended  to  ids 
duty;  as  soon,  liowever,  as  -)  i  •  country  was  involv. 
ediu  war,  and  active  service  v/as  required  of  evtiv 
officer  who  liad  pledged  himselfto  ids  governnif;i', 
he  not  only  refused  orders  to  join  commodore  De- 
catui's  ship,  but  commenced  private  practice." 
I'iiis  alkgatmii,  therefore,  of  Dr.  Harris  against  Dr. 
iiarion,  <if  "bci.:g  an  ackiiow  ledgeU  delinqneiU  in 
duly,"  appears,  from  the  entire  q.iotation  w:iich  has 
been  made,  to  have  been  founded  on  the  circum- 
stance of  Dr.  Burton's  having  declined  ordiTs  lo 
join  coiiuaodorc  I)ecatu;-'s  ship,  and  his  hiiving,  ;it 
..  ut  period,  e,iy.ii;ed  ui  private  prac'.ice.  For  liic 
support  of  these  facts,  we  will  beg  lehve  to  refer 
to  the  documents  furnishei  by  the  navy  dc(>art- 
ment,  (see  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6^  7,  S,)  and  to  ti.e 
I  viilence  of  Doctors  .lackson  ami  bchot»,  citizen 
ot  Biiladeiphia,  delivered  before  this  court  'I'lie 
docunif.riis  piove,   tiiat  Df,  Harton  did  decline   to 
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obey  two  ol•^e^8  forse^i  service,  iss'ied  to  'liin  froin 
thft  navy  department,  dui'ing-  the  late  war  with  Eiv 
glan.!;  snr!  that  he  has  never,  since  the  year  1811, 
applied  for  HPy  service,  except  the  station  at  Phi- 
ladclpi  in;  that  he  was  eng-aged  not  only  in  private 
practice,  but  whs  employed  by  the  connmandiag 
j^eneral  at  I'hiladeipliia  to  attend  the  rendezvous 
and  the  sick  recruits  of  the  district,  has  been  in- 
contestihl','  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Doctors 
Srhott  ind  J-ick'ion.  The  court,  therefore,  cannot 
consider  what  was  alleijed  by  Dr.  H'-rris  on  this 
subject,  as  a  calumny  ai^'-ainst  Dr.  Barton.  If  D-. 
Uarton  was  an  oflicer  of  the  navy  durinj^  the  late 
v.'i-r,  he  was  unquestionably  bound  to  render  his 
services,  in  tr.e  line  of  his  profession,  wherever  he 
Trigltt  be  oriler.i'd;  and  .as  It  has  been  proved  to  this 
court  that  he  did  not  do  so,  but  declined  two  or 
ders  for  service,  and  was,  at  tlie  same  time,  em- 
plnyed  in  a  lucrative  situation  by  another  depart- 
ment of  tiie  government,  the  court  are  of  opinion, 
ihat  the  fac^s  allesited  in  the  letter  of  Dr.  Hai'ris, 
liave  been  S'ibstantially  confirn;ed. 

The  court  have  now  faiih fully  submitted  all  the 
circumstances  and  facts  developed  in  the  investi- 
f^ation  wliioli  it  has  been  their  duty  to  make;  and 
resting::  their  opinion  on  what  has  transpired, 
they  feel  themselves  hound  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
state,  that  they  cannot  perceive  even  t]:e  shadow 
of  cause  for  censuring  the  motives  or  conduct  of 
]3r   Harris. 

Thronrh  the  whole  course  of  the  transaction,  his 
conduct  appears  to  have  been  candid,  f«ir  and  ho- 
norable, and  from  the  weicrht  j.nd  respectability  of 
the  testimony  produced  before  this  court,  his  whole 
life  appears  to  have  been  marked  by  the  same  un- 
deviatinf^  rectitude. 

To  estimate  correctly  "the  extend  of  injury  which 
has  been  stislained  by  Dr.  Harris,"  from  the  pro 
ceediiigs  of  the  court  martial,  is  not  within  the 
po^ver  of  this  court — the  amount  of  injury  which 
s>!ch  charges  are  capable  of  producinsr,  is  general- 
ly commensurate  to  the  publicity  which  is  ffiven 
to  them,  and  to  the  respectability  and  standinj^  in 
society  of  those  by  whom  tiiey  are  made.  The 
court  will,  therefore,  close  their  proceedings,  by 
rosptptfully  recommending-,  th.tt  the  opinion  of  this 
couvi  m.r.y  receive  the  same  publicity  wliich  has 
been  piven  to  the  seiitr.nce  of  the  court  martial 
complained  of  by  Dr.  Harri.-i. 

I.  CH.\UNCEY,  president. 

Samuel  R.  Marshall,  fuilq-e  advooale. 


Arb'jtbnot  and  AiTiibrister. 

Tiie  folio  inj;'  is  \>  c  meivonal  of  ii.e  father  of  the 
younf'  man,Armbrister,[i--xecuted  in  consequence 
of  '.lie  sentence  of  a  court  n.'artial  held  by  order 
of  gen.  Jackson,]  addressed  to  the  governor  of 
the  liaiiamas — Armbvister,  the  f.ither,  being  a  re- 
si'ieiii  of  New  Provi  lence — 

Tt.e  memorial  of  James  ^Ivibrkter,  of  the  Island 
of Ne-v  Pi-.jvidence, 

Huml'/ly  sliei^'s  as  follovs: — 

Yo'.trnniiiorialisi's  youngest  son,  Robert  Chrvs- 
tie  .■irvibrii^ier,\Miii  bi.rn  in  this  colony  m  the  year 
1797;  i:e  served  as  a  u:icisliipi7ta;,  in  Ids  majesty's 
nav)  for  Kbout  four  je^is;  he  ahervvards  obvanie^l 
U'uicr  acin'irai  Coclirane  a  lieuu-naut's  commission 
ill  his  maj*  r.ty's»aie  corps  of  royal  ooLnaal  marines, 
tie.s'.ined  lo  i'C  en.pio^ec  iluiii.g  the  late  war  wiili 
U'.t'  Li.ittd  Staves  of  A;i,erica,  in  which  cap.icity  he 
s<-rveJ  with  major  Nicuo. is  in  Uie  Fioiul.is,  and 
froi.'i  thence  he  returned  to  New  Providence,  on 
Xiiv  esuL/iishment  of  peace:  without  having  been 


then,  or  at  any  time  since,  co:  firmed  to  his  last 
mentioned  rank,  in  any  way  whatever,  by  his  majes- 
ty's goveriiment. 

So't.e  short  time  since,  your  memorialist's  said 
son,  when  on  a  visit  to  the  Floridas,  as  a  passenger 
in  a  small  trading  vessel  from  these  islands,  cer- 
tainly on  this  last  occasion  with.out  any  ndruary 
commission  or  appointment  of  any  kind  which  your 
memorialist  is  aware  of,  was  (as  your  memorialist 
with  the  deepest  pain,  has  lately  learned  by  public 
accounts  from  different  quarters)  seized  upon  at 
his  Catholic  maj'=-sty's  fort  St.  Msrks,  by  a  mili'ary 
force  from  the  United  States  of  America;  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  and  condemned  to  be  shot,  on 
some  preteiice  of  crime  not  yet  known  to  your 
memoriaii.il;  and  actually  executed  in  pursuance  of 
his  sentence! 

As  yout  memorialist  understands,  bis  son  had  not 
been  on  shore  more  than  fourteen  days  when  he  was 
thus  fatally  proceeded  against. 

By  the  same  public  accounts,  your  memorialist 
ftirtiier  leiirns,  that  Mr.  AUximder  ArbntJuiot,  a 
trader  of  tb.is  place,  wlio  is  well  known  never  to 
have  had  any  connection  with  military  life,  was  als6 
seized  at  St  Murks,  at  the  same  time  with  yout 
memorialist's  son,  and  executed  in  pursuance  of  a 
sentence  of  the  same  court  tnar'dal. 

Your  memorialist  without  being  able  to  conjec- 
ture what  possible  offence  either  his  son  or  Mr. 
Arbulhnot  could  well  have  been  guilty  of,  withiu 
liis  Cath(dic  majesty's  dominions,  wliic'i  could  ac- 
cordiiig  to  any  known  principle  of  national  law  sub-  ^ 
ject  their  lives  to  forfeiture  in  this  instance,  within 
the  fair  jurisdiction  of  the  invading  force,  respect- 
fully represents,  as  a  characteristic  aggravation  of 
this  apparently  fl,<giiious  mockery  of  justice  (should 
the  fact  prove  to  be,  as  it  is  represented  and  be- 
lieved) lliat  tiie  pi-inripal  witness  produced  against 
the  prisoners  b.  f  re  the  extraordinary  tribunal 
which  claimed  the  right  of  bringing  tiie.Ti  to  trial, 
was  an  infamous  person  of  the  name  of  Cooh/i,  a  ven- 
due master's  clerk,  who  sonte  time  before  quitted 
these  islands,  in  consequence  of  having  robbed  his 
m.ister,  and  who  was  afterwards  imprisoned  at  St. 
.Murks  f.ira  sii.'iiar  offence  against  Mr.  Sirbuthnot, 
who  had  the  misforuine  to  employ  him  in  his  mer- 
cantile coi!cerns  thei-e. 

Yuur  memori.di-;t  therefore  trusts,  tliat  your  ho- 
nor, in  kind  indulgence  to  the  natural  feelings  and 
solicitude  of  a  parent  at  so  dark  and  melancholy  an 
event,  as  well  as  from  motives  of  a  more  important 
general  character,  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  state- 
ment before  his  majesty's  govwnmeni;  your  memo- 
rialist humbly  but  anxiously  hoping  that  your  ho- 
nor's commUincation   may    lead  to   an    enquiry  of 
high  authority  wliich  your  memorialist  confidently       ' 
believes  must  t  edeem  the  memory  of  his  son  from       j 
all  jus;  imputatioti  of  dishonor,  and  (your  memorial-       ' 
ist  oegs  he  may  be  excused  for  adding)  the  British       ! 
character  al.o,  from  those  fabricated  t:iles  and  foul       ' 
aspersions  with  whicl)  the  public  ear  is  abused,  par- 
ticuhirly  in   the  United  States  of  Anerica,  in  full 
justification   of   the  above  mentioned    sanguinary 
measures  of  their  present  milit.try  commanders. 

Yoi-ir  meinurlalist  will  ever  (irav,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  AllMBUISTER. 

jVassaa,  29lh  June,  181«. 


From  the  LuiuI'ju  T'mes  of  Ati^'ust  7. 
We  iu-iert  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  to 
an  oflicer  ofrankinthis  country,  about  thi-ee  months 
before  his  execution  by  gener.il  Jackson.  From  the 
evideiiceit  affords  of  the  character  and  jJursuHs  of 
this  iiidividuiUi  whose  f^ts  will  undoubtedly  become 
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a  subject  of  strict  enquiry  and  investigation,  ii  will 
be  perused  with  much  interest: 

Saxuannee,  Lower  Creek  nation,  Jan.  30. 
Srn— Wiien  I  last  took  the  liberty  of  writing  you 
by  desire  of  ti.e  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  I  little 
expected  thuv  wyr  would  have  so  soon  commenced 
between  the  Americans  and  them;  it  is,  however, 
actually  begini  by  the  wanton  agj^rpssion  of  the 
former,  in  an  ailack  on  Fowltown  during- t)ie  nig'ht. 
Though  tills  wanton  attack  has  been  disavD^f  d  by 
general  Mi'chell,  the  American  agent  for  Indi.in 
affiiirs,  and  be  has  made  reparation  f)r  tf'C  injury 
and  loss^  sustained  by  Inihmathla  a'ld  his  people, 
yet  the  continued  aggressions  of  the  Americac-B, 
and  the  numbf^rs  pouring  into  the  nation,  no?  from 
the  land  side  alone,  but  fiom  the  Mobile  and  else 
where,  by  the  Appalachicol.-i  river,  have  compelled 
the  Indi  ins  to  take  to  arms,  as  the  only  resource 
from  oppression. 

Your  friend  Hillisagu*  has  been  called  by  his 
people  to  put  himself  at  their  head;  arid  he  is  now- 
encamped  at  Spanish  Bluff,  the  residence  of  Doyle 
and  Ilambly,  which  is  row  in  possession  of  the  In- 
dians, with  from  1000  to  1200  merii  those  men  are 
principally  Red  Sticks,  wlio  are  scattered  about  in 
the  nation,  and  who  have  c./ilecied  md  put  them- 
selves  under  his  command,  wirii  a  few  hundred 
Upper  Indians,  who  hjvejoined  '.hein. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  believe  that  those  en 
croachments  on  the  Indian  territory  are  with  vhf 
knowledge  of  the  Americim  government,  and  gene- 
ral Mitcliell's  conduct  ;»nd  messnge  to  Kinadjee 
assure  me  it  is  not  so.  Hut  there  are  persons  who 
wish  to  get  hold  of  the  Indian  lands,  and  ihey  stick 
at  no  means,  however  cruel  ;uid  oppressive,  ;o 
obtain  their  ends.  General  Gaines'  letter  of  Au- 
gust last-,  tn  Kinadjee,  cle-rly  shows  that  he  and 
general  Jtrkson  are  deferiEined,  if  possible,  to  get 
liold  of  dii.  v/h.)!c>  Indian  lands.  After  falsely  ac- 
cusing- them  of  murder.s,  thef:s,  burning  houses,  &c 
he  says  "but  thete  is  something  out  in  the  sea,  a 
Tiarb  with  forked  tongues;  whip  him  buck  before  he 
lands,  for  he  will  be  the  ruin  of  you  yal.  Perhaps 
you  do  not  know  what  or  whom  I  mean— I  mean  the 
name  of  Engli.shman." 

The  othf  contents  of  this  letter  clearly  show 
me,  that  these  two  generals  have  formed  a  plan  of 
possessing  themselves  of  the  whole  Indian  lands. 
That  this  plan  has  originated  with  Forbes,  Innerari- 
tys,  or  those  of 'heir  subordinate  agents,  I  have  lit 
tie  doubt,  as  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  those 
inferior  aciors  shows  they  have  been  employed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  rooting  out  the  poor  Indian 
ii-om  his  paternal  Inheritance.  The  report  of  Haui- 
bly  having  made  sales  in  the  name  of  the  cliiefs, 
of  all  the  lands  f'-om  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
comes  from  St.  Mark's  fort.  I  shall  soon  be  there 
and  leai-u  from  what  source  thcy  derive  their  infor- 
mation. 

That  f^ilse  and  improper  sales  have  been  made  1 
have  no  doubt;  without  such  had  been  tlie  case,  the 
Americans  would  never  have  poured  into  the  Indian 
nation  the  Appalachicola.  It  is  reported  that  John 
Forbes  has  withdrawn  from  all  Indian  concerns;  but 
ihe  Inneraritys  are  enough,  witli  their  subordinate 
agents,  to  disturb  the  whole  Indian  nation,  and  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt,  that  through  them  the 
present  troubles  come. 

The  chiefs  have  written  to  governor  Cameron 
for  a  supply  of  munition,  and  which  Kinadjee  in- 
forms me,  HUlisago,  when  in  England,  had  orders 


*We  presume  tills   to  be  the  f-imous  "prophet 
FW'icis."  Hn.  Reg. 


to  demand  in  case  of  actsiil  need.  It  is  really  ne 
cessary  the  ?>iglish  gfivernment  shotild  do  some- 
thing for  these  people.  In  the  late  war  they  drew 
them  into  their  quarrel  against  America;  at  the 
peace  they  agreed  to  see  them  protected  in  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  placed  on  the  s;:nie  foot- 
ing as  before  the  war;  since  then  tliey  hr.ve  never 
troubled  themselves  about  tht:ni,  tlinking  it  enough 
that  his  maj'='sty's  ambassador  h«d  orders  to  sec 
that  those  people  were  protected  in  their  rights 
und  privileges.  But  how  is  his  excellency  the 
British  ambassador  to  know  if  the  Indian  is  righted, 
and  permitted  to  live  quietly  on  his  own  laiid.'  He 
interdicts  th**  correspondence  of  any  private  indi- 
vidual on  Indian  affairs,  unless  it  can  be  put  into 
his  hand  without  ^ny  expense.  Does  he  exnect  a 
':ue  account  of  what  passes  in  the  Indian  nation 
from  tiie  Amt^rican  government,  or  f)-om  the  hire- 
ling gazettes  of  the  towns  in  Upper  Georgiai'  It 
'S  the  interest  of  boUi  to  deceive,  and  unless  the 
dt)or  is  ooened  for  British,  subjects  to  speik  what 
they  know,  and  ingtruct  his  excellency  of  such 
mat'ers  respecting  the  Creek  nstion  -as  they  are 
criain  lo  be  true,  he  can  never  have  the  means  of 
jiidgirigwhat  is  proper  to  be  done. 

I  hftve  by  desire  of 'he  c'liefs,  written  his  excel- 
lency  the  hon  C  arle:-  B»gol,  on  their  affairs, 
•md  to  governor  Came'-on,  with  a  demand  for  S'ich 
a  supply,  of  wiiich  they  stand  gr?atly  in  need;  I 
•rust,  sir_,  you  will  make  such  representations  to 
his  rnajesiy's  government  as  the  ciicumstaiices  of 
the  c  ise  require,  that  those  unfortunate  people, 
ivho  look  up  to  you  us  their  friend,  may  soon  rest 
pe.Hceably  and  quiet  in  th?ir  couTlry. 

You  will  pardon  this  liberty  It?k  -,  which  nothing 
but  the  pres-;ing  solicitations  of  Kinadjee  would 
have  induced  me  to  take,  and  with  much  respect  I 
am  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Singned)  A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

From  lisll's  London  JMessenger  of  the  9tli  August. 

The  Americ.-%n  papers  last  arrived,  m^ke  raeti- 
tion  of  two  circumsta,-ices,  to  which  our  English 
journals  attribute  more  importance  than  belongs  to 
them.  The  first  of  these  two  circumstances  to 
which  we  allude,  is  what  is  termed — the  Amerijau 
proclamation  to  exterminate  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  the  second  is — the  execution  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
by  the  American  government,  for  being  taken  in 
arms  against  them. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  it  is  a  matter 
of  candor  to  state,  that  the  Americans  are  compel- 
led to  adopt  this  system  of  giving  no  qtiarter  tu 
the  Indians,  by  the  practice  of  the  Indians  ihem- 
".elves.  It  is  'A'ell  known,  that  these  savsges  take 
no  pi'isoners;  they  strip  ofl'  the  skin  of  the  face 
and  head,  called  the  scalp,  from  svtry  one  who 
i-n-.iy  fall  into  their  hands,  and  wear  tliem  thereaf- 
ter as  tropiiies  of  their  military  prowess.  The 
American  people  are  therefore  compelled  for  self- 
defence,  to  adopt  this  system  of  retaliation;  and 
ho-.vever  every  civilized  man  may  lament  this 
Savage  method  of  prosecuting  national  war,  it  is 
certainly  r\a\  coittrary  to  any  acknowledged  princi- 
ple of  public  law.  li  was  our  own  practice,  arising 
from  a  similar  necessity,  in  the  American  v.-ar. 
There  is  mucii  nonsense  upon  this  head  in  one  of 
our  evening  papers. 

The  America!!  people  have  now  the  same  rigiit 
to  the  soil  of  America,  as  the  jieople  of  Plnglatid 
have  to  their  own  country.  Tiiey  l\ave  the  right 
of  purchase  and  presci-i'jtion.  It  is  equally  absurd 
and  mi-ricliievous,  in  questions  of  this  ki'.d,  to  go 
back  to  original  right.     The  earth   was  not  made 
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for  a  hunting  desert.  When  ATrerir.a  w*s  first 
.discovered,  the  Indians,  standing  only  upon  natural 
jig^«t,  could  claim  only  so  much  even  of  tbsir  own 
coun!r_v,  us  tl»ey  cfluld  use  and  enjoy.  Upon  any 
rtttier  principle,  one  quarter  of  tUe  globe  wouJd 
have  bt  en  made  in  vain.  If  we  do  ascend  to  fiwit 
principles,  let  us  ascend  to  the  first  of  all— namely, 
to  Ibe  msnifesL  will  and  purpose  of  God.  Tlie 
mischievous  nonsense  to  which  we  ellude,  and 
which  M'e  are  sorry  to  see  adopted  by  a  treasury 
pftper,  fir.st  orig-iiisied  in  a  Frencli  writer,  the  Abbe 
Kiynai,  w!:o,  in  his  history  of  the  Indies,  has  filled 
a  volume  or  two  with  this  frothy  declamation. 

Tlie  second  circumstance,  the  execution  of  Mr. 
Arbnthnot,  a  Biltisli  subject,  may  be  sufficiently 
vindicated  by  &  mtre  statement  of  the  fact.  Ar- 
buthnot  was  a  su!>ject  of  a  nation  at  peace  with 
America,  but  was  tnken  in  the  actual  exercise  of 
lio.stiiilies  against  the  American  government;  that 
is  to  say,  papers  and  proclsmations  were  found  on 
Lis  p-^rfon  by  which  he  eaclles  tVie  Seminole  In- 
dians to  hostilities  against  the  American  states,  and 
rncoupajes  them  to  a  resolute  perseverance,  till 
they  espel  their  oppressors. 

In  the  English  edition  of  Esop's  Fables,  one  of 
the  best  of  t!iem,  perliaps,  in  the  original  Greek,  is 
omiUed-  A  conquering  army  in  pursuit  of  the  fu- 
gitive enemy,  overtook  amongst  cLliers,  a  trumpet- 
er, who  throwing  down  his  trumpet,  implored  par- 
don and  quarter,  as  he  had  no*,  borno;  arms,  or  done 
any  manner  of  miscliiefj  .'ig"5l.'tyf  tliem.  ''That  m/iy 
be  tn-e,"  replied  the  commander,  "but,  if  you  have 
not  fouKbt  us  with  your  Jingle  sword,  wlio  was  u 
that  called  on  the  ten  thousand  who  afe  now  Hying 
before  us?  Cut  him  dnwr." 


Treasury  Circular. 

to  COLLT-CTOHS,  NAVAt  omcKIlS  A?iU  SUBVETClRS. 
TIl56ASUlfl¥^rKPAnTMENT, 

Comptroler's  Office,  Aug.  31, 181 8 
Km — Since  the  pasvnge  of'the  acl  of  congress  of 
the  last  session,  concerning  nivigation,  an  order 
of  the  British  cotmcil  is  understood  to  have  bee* 
sasued,  founded  upon  an  act  of  parliament,  whereby 
the  ports  of  Malinix,  in  the  province  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  of  St.  Jo!.ms,  in  that  of  New  Brunswick, 
liave  been  open  to  ves.sels  of  the  United  S'ates,  for 
the  importation  of  certain  specified  articles,  and  f»r 
a  term  of  time,  limited  by  the  act  of  parliament  to 
three  years  and  ^\%.  weeks  afier  the  cornmencem«ni 
of  theS5ssiou  of  pra"liament  then  next  ensuing;  and 
by  the  order  of  council  subjected  to  the  further 
Itrt'/nation  of  contingent  further  order.  As  neiUier 
this  act  of  parliament,  nor  the  order  in  council,  is- 
sued under  its  authority,  have  affected  any  altera- 
tion of  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade, 
by  which  the  ports  of  Halifax  and  St.  Johns,  are 
closed  against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales;  neither  can  they  in  an3'  manner  af- 
fect the  operation  of  the  act  of  congress,coRcerning 
navigation,  of  18th  April,  1S18. 

'J' he  ports  of  the  United  Sutes  will,  tlierefore, 
be  closed  against  lii-itish  vessels,  from  Ilnlifnx  and 
St.  J*'  hns,  in  Itkc  manner,  as  if  no  such  act  of  par- 
liam^^t  and  order  of  council  had  been  issued. 

It  !S  Gonsider«-d  tiiat  the  second  section  of  the 
act  concerning  navi;>;ation,  taken  with  the  proviso 
guarding  against  any  construction  of  the  act  v/hich 
might  violate  the  commercial  convention  of  od 
,!uiy,  1815,  leaves  .1  discretionary  authority  to  dis- 
pense with  the  exiction  of -lie  bonds,  prescribed  by 
'.hat  section,  in  cases  of  vessels  find  cargoes,  mani- 
festly Ij^ngaged  only  in  the  direct  trade  between 


the  United  States  and  the  British  ports  in  Europe. 

You  will,  therefore,  require  those  bonds  and  se- 
curities to  be  given,  for  all  such  articles,  laden  by 
[iritish  vessels  for  exportation  from  the  United 
States,  as  are  suitable  for  the  colonial  markets,  op 
are  permitted  by  the  British  laws,  to  be  imported 
into  them. 

Among  the  articles  for  which  the  bonds  and  se- 
curities must  be  taken,are  scantling,  planks,  staves, 
lieading,boards,  shingles,  hoops,  horses,  neat  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  poultry,or  live  stock  of  any  sort;  dried, 
smoked  or  pickled  fish,  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  peas, 
beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  rice,  oats,  barley,  or  grain 
of  any  sort;  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  fruits,  seeds, 
and  tobacco. 

The  articles  upon  the  exportation  of  which,  in 
British  vessels,  the  bonds  and  securities  raay  be 
dispensed  with,  are  cotton,  sugar,  indigo,  flaxseed, 
coffee,  pot  and  pearl  ash;  and  generally  all  articles 
not  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  circular  instructions  from  this  department 
of  the  24lh  ultimo,  are  contained  the  following^ 
words;  "a  British  vessel  sailing  from  a  port  not 
opened  to  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  entering  a  port  which  is  open,  unlading 
there,  and  taking  the  same  or  some  other  cargo 
on  board,  and  clearing  thence  for  a  port  in  the 
United  Slates,  cannot  be  admitted  to  an  entry." 
Having  beei>  advised  that  a  more  extensive  con- 
struction v.'ill  probably  be  given  to  these  words  by 
some  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  than  the 
words  were  intended  to  convey,  I  take  occasion  to 
observe,  that  although  the  expression,  "a  port 
which  IS  open,"  and  there  used,  was  meant  to  have 
reference  more  immediately  to  British  colonial 
ports,  yet  it  ia  to  be  constructed  as  also  applying 
to  British  ports  in  Europe,  but  not  in  an  unlimited 
sense. 

A  British  vessel  taking  in  a  cargo  at  an  occlud- 
ed port,  sailing  ther>ce  for  a  British  European 
port,  tfience  unlading  the  same,  and  taking  a  new 
cargo  on  board,  no  part  thereof  having  at  any  time, 
been  brought  in  the  same  vessel  from  an  occlud- 
ed  port,  and  consisting  of  articles  which  may  be 
lawfully  imported  into  the  United  States  in  vessels 
owned  by  British  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  ar; 
entry. 

The  same  privilege,  it  is  to  observed,  however, 
c&nnrt  be  extended  to  British  vessels  employed  be- 
tween diflarent  colonial  ports. 

In  the  former  case,  the  vessel  may  be  considered 
as  having  become  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
commercial  convention  of  the  3d.  July,  1815;  whilst 
in  the  latter,  the  trade  being  by  the  convention, 
placed  upon  the  footing  that  each  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  retaining  the  complete  possession  of 
its  rights,  could  make  any  regulations  in  relation 
to  such  trade,  as  it  might  deem  expedient,  the  ves- 
sels are  liable  to  the  disqualifications  of  the  act 
of  coogress  of  the  last  session,  concerning  naviga- 
tion. The  i»w  itself  is  an  act  of  self  preservationj 
and  inteoded  to  counteract  the  restrictive  colonial 
system  of  Great  Britain. 


Of  the  fisheries. — Important. 

Halifax,  Aug.  21. 
On  Monday  last  a  decree  was  given  by  Crofton 
Uniacke,  esq.  judge  of  the  court  of  vice-admiralty, 
in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Nabby,  an  .\mencan 
fishing  vessel,  lately  sent  into  this  port  by  one  of 
his  majesty's  ships  for  adjudication.  It  appeared 
j  that  the  Nabby  had  not  only  taken  fisb  on  the  coastj 
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but  that  she  l.ad  been  foirnd  r.t  anchor  in  one  of  tVje 
harbors,  into  which  she  h.d  not  been  driven  by 
stress  of  weat).er,  or  «r..y  orher  fortuitous  orcum- 
Snce.  The  learned  judge  took  a  very  extensive 
view  of  the  subject  in  all  its  beanngs;  from  which 
^"^  J     .     .    .  .>      --rmissionsTrauted  by 


it  elearly  appe^jred,  that  the  pe 
the  trealv  of  '83  to  American,  to  tuke  b.h  ou  the 
coast  of 'the  British  colonies,  and  to  make,  the  iish 
so  taken  in  the  "uninhabiu-d"  harbors  cf  i^-wa  Sco- 
tia, &c,  could  not  be  construed  into  a  permanent 
licrht,  but  expired  with  the  treaty,  which  was  bio- 
ken  and  deslroved  by  the  American  decUraiion  ot 
var  in  1812.  the  vessel,  tojjetlier  with  her  cargo, 
tackle  &c.  was  therefore  condemned,  for  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  British  laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  and 
l.as  been  delivered  over  to  the  princip.^l  ofhce.s  ot 
bis  m.iesty'^  customs  for  sale  and  distribution  ac- 
co-ding  to  law.  Two  other  vessels,  the  Washing- 
ton and  Raven,  detained  under  similar  circumstan- 
ces, are  in  the  same  predicament. 

Aug  31.— TheNabbv,  Washington,  and  Riven, 
Aojerican  fishing  vessels,  have  been  condemned 
iti  the  court  of  vice  admiralty,  for  an  infraction  ot 
the  Bri:isli  laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  and  are  to 
be  sold  by  the  ofHcers  of  the  customs  to  morrow. 

Sept.  1.— It  will   be  perceived   by  such    of  our 
readers  as  have  read  tlie  decree  of  the  judge  of 
the  admiraltv  in  the  case  of  the  Jfabby,  Amencun 
fishing  ve.ssel,  that  it  does  not  aifcct  the  preten- 
sions advanced  by  the  ciii/ens  of  Uie  Vm\e<\  States, 
claiming  a  right  to  take  fish  on  the  Grand  15:mk  ol 
Newfoundland,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  all 
other  places  in  the  sea,  as  she  was  condemned  for 
u  violation  of  tiie  laws  made  for  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  navigation.     lie  observed,  however,  that 
"it  would  seem  tliat  the  intention  of  the  Hritish  go- 
vernment at  the  time  (1783)  was  not  to  acknowledge 
an  absoluie  rifht  to  lake  fish  in  those  places;  but" 
lie  stated,  that  "tlie  court  was  not  called  upon  in 
this  case  to  determine  that  point."     As  far  as  re- 
lates to  that  p.^rt  of  the  orij.;inal  treaty  which  gave 
the  Americans  liberty  to  fish   on   the  consts,  bays, 
and  creeks  of  his  majesty's  dr minions,  and  to  cure 
fish  on  their  shores,  most  undotdiiedly  that  privi- 
lege ceased  when  the  American  government  violat- 
ed the  treaty  by  its  subsequent  declaration  of  war; 


American  government  The  following  is  the  op-- 
nion  of  Mr.  King,  on  a  late  occasion,  as  e.'spre.'^s  d 
in  his  own  language. 

"As  regard.s  the  fisheries,  thoce  of  the  ocean,  rot 
within  the  t<MTitnrial  limits  of  any  nation,  'avo  \'i-f^. 
to  all  men  who  have  not  renounced  their  righ's; 
tl<o;,enf  the  rousts  and  bavs  of  the  provinces,  cm- 
quered  in  America,  from  France,  were  acq-ire,!  I',y 
tlie  comnuiu  sword,  and  mingled  binod,  of  Amen- 
cans  and  E!sg!ishmen:  members  of  the  same  emiiive 
we,  with  them,  hid  a  common  right  to  th^s^'  fish.e- 
ries;  and,  in  the  division  of  the  empire,  E,ns.'l:.nd  con- 
firmed otir  title  without  condition  or  limitntion — :i^ 
title  equally  irrevocable  with  the  boundaries  or  of 
independf^nce  itself! 

''JJiluar/iie  ro^anm^ 
Innociim,  e(  cuvctis,   undamque,   auramque  putcfi- 


tern. 


What  American,  I  ask,  shall  hesitate  whetlier  he 
shall  adopt  this  lau'.'uage.' 


Forei'j;n  Articles. 

K^fjr.AwD  Sec. 
The  duke  of  Sussex,  brother  of  tlie  ps  ince  rrgcnt, 
attended   a    dinner   lately   given    by    Mr.    Thorp's  ' 
friends,  on  account  of  that  gentleman's  election  to 
parliament,  from  the  city  of  London— an  op-)0;;iiio!> 
member.     The  duke  made  a  speech  on  tlie  .'cca- 
sion,  encouraging  thf?  opposition  in  their  measures-, 
Willi  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Charica 
For,    h.r..  wiiich  was  loudly  a[);.d.'iuded.     l-'or   this 
tlie  l,nndon  Courier  as  in  duty  bounr",  severely  cate- 
chises "Ids  royal  highness" arrong  otiier  ques- 
tions asking— "does  it  conti  ibute  mucli  to  the  ])er- 
sonal  character  of  the  prince,  that  he  should  be  th.c 
boon  companion  of  tradesmen  and  shopk'-epnrs.''" — 
Tlie  prince  might  answer  and  say, — "yes,   r  ithcr 
than  be  the  boon  companion  of  rogues  and  p.osli- 
tutes." 

Lord  Cochrane' s  frigate.— T\\c  Richmond  Enqui- 
rer gives  the  following  account  of  this  vessel,  on 
tlie  authority  of  a  gentleman  who  wss  lately  on 
board  of  her:— "Slie  mounts  33  guns,  of  which  ZS 
are  long  18  pounders.  She  li.ss  a  stf  am  macV'inery 
to  move  her,    wbich    is  so   fixed    that  the   paddl's 


and  the  judge  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  declare   may  be  lifted  up  out  of  the  water  in  case  of  a  stonvi 
that  "the  treaty  of  17S3,  and  al!  the  privileges  de-    siie  is  rigged  in  the  manner  of  a  Spanish  polacre — 


pending  thereon,  had  ceased." 

rnOSl  TllK  NEW  TOnU    KVENlXfJ   POST^ 

It  will  be  seen  by  an  article  in  this  evening's  pa- 
per, dated   Halifax,  that  an  American  fishing  ves- 
sel, called  the  Nabby,  has  been  fbrmally  condemn- 
ed by  the  judge  of  the  court   of  vice  admiralty 
there,  and  delivered  over  to  the  principal  officers 
efthe   customs   for  sale   and  distribtition,  accord- 
ing   to    law;    the    ground    of  the    condemnation 
was  an  infraction  of  the  British  laws  of  navigation 
and  trade,  in  taking  fish  on  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land.    Tiie  same  newspaper   informs   us   that  the 
decree  of  the  judge  abstains  from  denying  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  take  fish  on  the  Grand  B.mk 
of  Newfoundland,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  all 
other  places    in  the  sea.     Does  it  indeed.'     Tiuly 
we  are  under  particular  obligation  that  the  mari- 
time courts  of  Great  Britain  do  not  interdict  us 
from  the  use  of  the  great  high  way  of  nations;  that 
they  do  not  decree  th.it  the  open  sea  is  appropriat- 
ed to  her  own  exclusive  benefit. 

As  to  tiie  ground  that  Great  Britain  has  now  as- 
sumed for  the  justification  of  iier  late  seizures  and 
condemnations  of  our  fishing  vessels,  we  venture  to 
say  tliat  what  appeal  s  jnstification  iu  iier  own  eyes,  (serve  to  surprize  our  readers,     'i'he  account  isslu 
will  be  regurdcd  in  a  vury   din'vrc.-.t  ii;;ht  by  tlie  i  ed  for  the  siTij^le  year  1814. 


nis 
ler  sails'"maiiaged  by  halyards  from  belov.-,  atid 
they  do  not  require  hands  to  go  aloft  to  fuil  or 
unfurl  them.  She  was  completely  manned,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  destined  to  the  assistaMce  of  the 
Spanish  patriots." 

Iaiw  case.  A  l.tdy,  charged  with  a  libel  on  .a 
certain  public  officer,  plead  her  own  cause,  and 
succeeded.  She  was  prepared  to  prove  tiie  truth 
of  what  she  stated,  but  Mr.  .iustice  Burvotigh,  vaid 
"that  the  law  of  the  land  does  not  allow  you  to 
do" — Still,  the  jury  reltuned  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty. 

Retrenchment.  The  Britisli  ministerialists  apnear 
to  be  excessively  alarmed  'A  the  progress  of  opi.iiou 
iu  favor  of  a  retrenchment  of  expenses.  Every  thing 
that  aflects  it  will  reduce  tiie  amount  of  tiieir 
spoils — for  outof  large  disbursements,  a  few  hut i- 
dreds  of  thousands  nny  betaken  unmissed. 

The  kkd  hook — Frum  the  FratikHn  Gazette. — Tl::- 
expenditure  of  the  Jjonl  Chaiihej'Iai/i's  depirlinfnt 
alone  presents  us  a  liighly  wrought  picture;  of  the 
tr  !p[)ings  and  extravagance  of  royalty.  They  are 
particularly  detailed  in  tlie  small  volume  before  us, 
and  one  or  two  of  their  calculated   re^ults  in^v 
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'Upholsterers,  cabinet  makers,  or  mo- 
la  mj^nufttcturers,  cliina  and  gl;*ssmef7, 
t.lock  mak«rs,  silversmiths,  iroumon- 
gers,  locksmiilis  and  tinmen.  ^377,0^0  64 

Woolen  draof-rs,  t^oM  iacenien,  s  vord 
cutlers,  lioen  drapers,  hatters,  hosiers, 
embroiderers,  "^ilk  mercers,  taylnrs,  but- 
ton  and  trunk  makers,  semptresses, 
laundresses,  licenien,  dyers,  tent  ma- 
kers, Jlour  chiilkers,  statuaries,  pluwa- 
der,  cupper,  Iierald  and  portrait  paint- 
ers, boat  builder,  chimney  sweepers, 
organ  builders,  engravers,  turners,  mat- 
layers,  floor  ch>th  manufacturers,  car- 
vtrs,  .i;"il<i<'''s,  picture  frame  Inanuf■.^c- 
turers,  stationers,  booksellers,  printers, 
robe  makers,  surgeons,  apothecaries, 
chemists,  paper  hangers,  and  ch^ir 
frame  makers.  §64,571  50 


S442.6i^-  14 
Let  \tsadd  Iheespenditures  of  the  lynl  Ste-warcVs 
dep^'-i'ment   of  his  ftuijesty's    liousebold,  for  three 
fuurihs  of  the  year  1815. 

Bread,  whie,  hepr,  cider,  brandv, 
groceiy,  oilery,  mustard,  vinegar,  le- 
mons, fruits,  virax,  tallow,  lamps,  tea, 
wa'ihiiig,  nnlk  and  cream,  butter,  cheese, 
eggs,  fuel,  dlitiirsemcnis,  h^icon,  butcher, 
poultry,  iish,  oysters,  pastry,  vegeta- 
bles, stationer,  turner,  china,  brazier, 
j^lass,  cutler,  trunks,  linen,  scales,  mine- 
ral  water,  gardens,  entertainments, 
T.'iaund^'j  ^^"^^ '^"'^  •'''•""P^  *^" '^^^^*'       §505,568   "'4 


S948,1S0  38 
So  that  my  lord  Chamberlain  and  my  lord  Stew 
ard  of  his  tnajesty't,  household,  spend  for  the  good 
people  of  old  Ei'^land,  in  the  course  of  one  year, 
upwards  o.'^one  uiiUioii  of  dollars  !  ! 

Globious  sews  i  !  !  Londou  Jimr.  4 — The  duke 
of  Clarence  has  declared,  says  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, that  it  is  ills  intention  to  return  to  England 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  as  he  lias  the  -iccll 
f^rounded  prospect  ox  her  royal  highness  bringmg 
him  a  prince  or  princess,  »nd  it  js  their  mutual 
wish  that  the  birth  should  take  place  in  England. 

The  same  paper  which  is  in  luck  with  its  inte- 
i-esting  secrets,  gne-s  on  to  state,  that  'i\ie  preirnancy 
of  the  duchess  of  Cambridge,  is  also  announced; 
but  it  laments  to  learn  that  her  royal  highness  is 
to  be  confined  in  Ihun.ver.  Tliis  it  continues,  can- 
not be  acceptable  to  England,  imless  it  could  be 
supposed,  that  there  is  a  design  of  sepuraung  the 

kingdoti'  of  Hanover  from  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
lain;  and  thai  the  future  sovereign  of  the  nation 
should  be  born  within  it. 

Edinburgh,  July  ?A~On  Friday   last  came  on  at 

Ilolyroodliouse,  the  election   of  sixteen  noblemen 

vo  represent  the  Scots   peerage  in  the  ensuing  par- 

liarr.ent,  when  the  following  were  didy  returned: 
Duke  of  lloxburg,  48  votes;  ir.arquis  of  Queen- 

l-,iirv,  54  votes;    iTiarquis  of  Tweedale,    55    voles; 

Hiarqijis  of  Lothian,  57  %ote>;  earl  of  Ei  rol,  55  votes; 

tarl   oillome,   56   votes;  earl   ofKellie,    54  votes; 

earl  of  Bulcarras,    56  votes;  e.irl   ofKos^berry,  54 

votes;  viscount    At  buthnot,  45  votes;  lord  Torbes, 

;>4  votes;  lord  Salto'i,  55  vole's;  lord  Grav,  55  voles  ; 

IumI  Sinclair,  50  vote";  lord  ColviU  of  Culross,  57; 

jord  N;ipier.  51  vote<. 

Unsuccessful   camluUites.     Earl   of  Caitluiess,    3 

votes;  i'MY\  of  Selkirk,  13  votes;  lord  Keaj',  26  votes; 

!.'.;-d  lUlhavui,  36  vulcs. 


French  revoluiion  in  Englatid — A  London  editor 
in  the  plentitude  of  iiis  fears,  remarking  on  the 
election  of  sir  Francis  liurdatt  as  a  meoaberof  par- 
liament for  tlie  city  of  Westminster,  sagaciously  ob- 
serves— "It  has  been  truly  afhruied,  that  every 
vote  given  for  sir  Francis  Burdett  is  given  for  uni- 
versal suffrage  and  auntial  parliaments.  This  is  in- 
deed an  al.irining  truth;  and  it  may  be  further  said, 
that  every  sucli  vote  tends  to  a  French  revolution, 
and  the  entire  demolition  of  that  glorious  system 
which  was. purchased  with  the  bioodofour  ances- 
tors, and  bequeathed  by  their  wisdom,  we  trust, 
to  a  loyal  posterit) !"     [A  right  round  period.] 

SPAIS. 

The  northern  coasts  of  Spain  are  vexed  by  pa- 
triot privateers.  'I'liey  have  made  some  valuable 
captures,  and  nearly  destroyed  the  coasting  trade. 
One  of  the  prizes  made  by  tliem  had  on  board 
200,000  francs  in  specie. 

It  is  stilted  Uiht  Sjiain  will  "powerfully  solicit" 
the  allied  sovereigns,  when  met  in  congress  at 
Atx-la-Chapelle,  ia  respect  to  her  affairs  wiih  the 
United  States. 

^turillo  demands  more  troops  to  enable  him  to 
maintain  himself  in  the  provinces  of  Vtnezuela. 
The  viceroy  of  Mexico  also  deaiands  3000  men  to 
to  keep  open  the  comuiunication  with  Vera  Cruz. 

TUUKKY. 

A  letter  from  Conslantiuople,  dated  the  4th  of 
June,  pubi;i-,hed  at  Genoa,  stales,  that  a  Turkish 
lady,  a  young  widow,  luuncd  Zelida  Almeida, 
daughter  of  the  late  Ibrahim  Assid,  being  over- 
come Viith  ennui,  at  Trecisonde,  to  which  she  had 
retirej,  was  desirous  of  joining  an  Italian  colonel 
at  Constantinopie,  under  whose  protection  she  in- 
'.cni,l.,-d  to  make  a  tour  in  Europe,  taking  with  her 
all  !ier  wealth  -  Ilcr  confidants  in  this  project  were 
the  Codi  Shenf  Hassan,  the  Bostangis  Achmet  and 
Elinovan,  and  her  three  favourite  slaves;  all  of 
wbono,  on  its  being  discovered,  unfortunately  lost 
their  heads.  The  lady  hersel"  was  condemned  to 
imprisonment  for  life.  The  Italian  colonel,  at  the 
date  of  the  letter,  had  not  arrived  at  Constantino- 
ple, but  orders  had  been  issued  for  his  arrest,  iu 
case  of  his  making  his  appearance  there. 
>;ast  1  shies, 

Calcutta,  April  6. — There  at  present  on  the  river 
twenty-eight  sail  of  free  tr;iders,  and  four  cotuitry 
sltips,  bound  to  England,  measuring  on  the  aggre- 
gate 14,190  tons;  thirty -five  ships  and  vessels,  mea- 
suring 11,070  tons,  employed  in  the  country  trade; 
and  thirty-four  ships  and  vessels,  measuring  14,425 
tons,  laid  up. 

At  Calcutta  from  Feb.  17  to  March  23,  1818— 
4493  persons  had  the  cholera  morbus — 2297  reco- 
vered— 1731  were  convalescent — and  555  have  died. 

Cotton  trade.  A  letter  from  a  nurcanliie  house 
at  Calcutta  says — "We  find,  by  reference  to  oui* 
custom  house,  that  from  the  1st  Jan.  to  31st  Dec. 
1817,  the  e.\ports  to  the  United  kingdom  were 
130,766  bales  of  800  lbs.— to  China  125. UOO  do.— 
to  America  and  foreign  Europe  20,000.— total 
275,766v 

"Kor  the  present  year,  on  pretty  correct  data, 
tliere  will  he  245,000  bales,  or  a  decrease  of  about 
30,000  balcti;  the  produce  of  ihe  last  crop  being, 
w.^  believe,  sliort  in  tli:tt  proporooii,  partially  ow- 
ing to  drought  in  some  of  the  distiicis,  und]»arlial- 
ly  to  military  opeiations  in  conliguous  ones,  which 
indeed  have  not  tcrndnated  yet,  und  incline  us  to 
a()pr('hend  a  contimied  interruption  to  the  cuUiva- 
tio:)  or  transit  of  cotton  throughout  this  yeur. 

"Tf;e  collon  country  is  as  little  coiiiparatively 
remarkable  fur    feriili^y    of   soil,    us    for    pojiiU-'.- 
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tion;  and  tbose  who  presume  to  form  their  judg 
men't  on  the  cap-.oity  of  the  weelern  provinces  of 
these  vastdoiiiiiiions,  from  the  proverbial  richne«s 
ofponiilution   of  Benijul,  Sire  in  a  palpuble  error. 
An  iucresisf  d  ciiltivjition  cannot  be  suddenly  accom- 
plisked.     The  expi-cted  enlargement  ofconsump 
tion  "abroad,  mav  perliaps  equal  all  we  can  do,  un- 
less  tUe  government  ilsslf  bring  the  sea  coast  of 
Beneul,  (at  present  a  wilderaess  occupiedjby  ti{i;-ers) 
into  rivalry  with  your  Sr-a  Island  produce." 
Mstract   of  shipping  in  the  river  Hong-hl^,  1st  May, 

1818.— frinn  a  Calcutta  paper  of  May  10 
Descriptions  or"  vessels  No.   ves. 

Free  traders  for  Grtat  Britain  20 

Ditto  for  MaUa,  1 

Ditto  for  Cape  Good  H  >pe,     _  1 

Coui\;ry  »i>ips  for  Great  Uritaiu,  2 

DiiK)  H  Malta,  1 

Du.o  for  Cliina,  6 

Ditto  for  Manilla,  2 

Ships  and  v^-esels  employed  in  the  country 
trade,  iiiclviding  the  Isle  of  France,  Per- 
sian G'^ilf,  5!,c.  20 
New  ships  far  sale,  12 
Laid  up  *br  sale  or  freig'ht,  39 
American  ve-isels,  12 
French  vessels,  2 
Ditto  Calcuita  built,  1 
Spanish  vessels  for  Manilla,  2 
Danish  vessels,  1 
Ar;.bian  vessels,                                               2 


tO'lS. 

8673 
205 
310 

900 

780 

3790 

524 


5327 

6990 

12915 

4050 

«93 

630 

53  (t 

500 

450 


Total  124  47476' 

IVi'tolesale  plunder.  A  London  paper  says— Tlie 
gallantry  of  our  troops,  in  the  course  of  the  late 
hostilities  in  India,  is  likely  to  be  rew;irded  by  a 
very  ample  share  of  prize  mo;ify.  Two  hundred 
camels  Indeii  wilh  treasure-,  partly  silvf  r,  belong'ing 
to  the  Pcish-Mu,  are  said  to  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Boaib.iy  troops,  and  a  private  letter 
from  Madras,  of  Februsrv  26,  states,  tJ^iat  major 
Grant,  commandin;^  the  Mysore  horse,  had,  in  the 
capture  of  Holkar^s  jewels,  of  which  there  were  no 
less  than  fifty  camel  loads,  realised  so  immense  a 
booty,  that  the  share  alone  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  sir  T.  Hinlup,  is  estimated  to  be  %vorth  more 
than  100,0001.  sterling, 

StW    SODTU    WALKS. 

The  increase  in  t!te  colony  of  cultivation  and  live 
stock,  from  the  end  of  1813  to  the  end  of  1815,  has 
been  in  acres  cultivated  3,756,  pasture  46,645,  hor- 
ses and  mares  437,  and  sheep  3,706.  From  1800 
to  1815,  or  in  15  years,  the  increase  of  stock  was 
surprising,  being  from  163  hoi'ses,  their  highest 
number  for  the  first  12  years,  to  2,328,  from  1,044 
horned  cattle,  to  25,279,  and  from  6,124  sheep  to 
62,476,  without  taking  into  the  account  the  im- 
mense quantities  of  cattle  annually  killed  for  the 
supply  of  the  king's  stores  and  the  general  consump- 
tion. ^ 

BARBAUT  POWERS. 

Severe  conflict.  The  following  article,  (says  a 
late  Liverpool  paper)  dated  Faro,  June  12,  was  re- 
ceived by  tiie  last  Lisbon  mail:— "An  Algerine 
corsair,  full  of  men,  was  lately  sunk  oil'  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  by  two  Portuguese  men  of  war,  after  a 
most  desperate  and  bloody  conflict  of  nine  glasses, 
wherem  vast  numbers  were  killed  on  both  sides. 
The  Rover  maintained  tlie  action  with  great  firm- 
ness, and  such  undaunted  resolution,  that  at  one 
time  it  was  doubtful  wliether  she  would  not  have 
beat  them  ofi",  notwithstanding  the  superior  odds 
tgainst  her. 

'riiC    I'orUtgttfse-behj.ved  manruUy,  an  1  offered 


to  giv«>-  quarters,  provided  *hey  would  strike,  which 
generous  and  humane  offer  the  pirates  did,  with 
horrid  imprecations,  disdainfully  refuse;  and  so  re- 
vengeful were  the  infidels  to  the  last,  that  they 
fired  tjrape  ^id  partridge  shot  from  the  deck,  and 
small  arms  cut  of  the  tops  ifto  the  men  of  war,  as 
they  were  going  down,  which  did  a  deal  of  mis- 
C'lief  amongst  the  Portuguese.  Both  the  ships 
were  severely  shattered — one  had  several  shots 
betv;een  wind  a\id  water,  which  made  her  very 
leaky,  and  her  sails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces — the 
other  had  her  foremast  and  bowsprit  carried  away, 
with  part  of  her  starboard  bow,  and  a  large  shot 
vent  15  inches  in  her  mainmast.  It  is  thought  the 
pirates  had  expended  all  their  cannon  balls,  as  in 
rlie  latter  part  of  the  enj^-agecrent  they  fired  from 
tiieir  great  guns,  marling  spik'^s,  ringbolt.*,  rusty 
nails,  bits  ofiron,  and  lead  cut  mto  square  pieces." 

SOUTU   AMKUICA. 

We  regret  to  believe  that  many  grer.t  abuses  are 
rommilted  under  the  ]jatriot  flsg.  Indeed,  it  seems 
to  b<^  used  b)'  some  as  a  cover  for  mere  acts  of 
piracy.  But  so  far  as  the  regular  gfivernmenls  of 
SoiUh  Amei'ica  have  any  cotiiroul,  the  rules  and 
practices  of  civilizi'd  war  are  as  v.'ell  observed  2& 
c:»n  be  expected. 

It  is  intimated  that  gen.  McGregor  is  about  to 
join  the  patriots  of  Venezuela  again. 

A  letter  from  Jainaira  men'ioiis  some  American- 
vessels  had  been  detai'ied  at  Por'o  Bello  in  conse- 
queiice  of  the  occupation  of  Penstcoia. 

Mr.  Irvine,  an  igent  of  tl'e  United  Stales,  has 
arrived  in  the  Ovonuoo,  and  was  very  respectfully 
received  by  Bolivar,  tlse  sii])renie  chief. 

Admiral  Brion  has  brought  a  large  supply  of  arms, 
and  ammunition  for  the  patriots. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  of  Tues- 
day, contains  the  fi/Uowing  notice  of  an  important 
decision  of  the  district  court  of  the  U.  S. 

Commodore  Taylor. — This  gentleman,  after  solemn 
argument,  was  on  S''.' unlay  last  discliarged  from 
bail,  by  his  honor  judge  Van  Ness,  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  4  suit  instituted  by 
Don  Thomas  Stoughton,  consul  of  his'  Catholio  ma- 
jesty.— We  are  not  sufficiently  Informed  to  state 
all  the  points  which  came  before  the  court;  but 
understand  the  court  decided — 

First — That  it  had  no  jurisdiction  over  prize 
cases  as  between  Sjiuin  and  her  colonies;  or  the 
colonies  and  any  other  power  at  v/ar,  where  the 
vessel  making  the  capture  was  not  fitted  out  of  the 
U.  Si.ates. 

Secondly — That  where  the  vessel  making  the 
capture,  was  alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out  of 
the  United  S  ates,  but  was  cruizing  on  the  high 
seas,  under  the  commission  and  authority  of  one  of 
the  belligerents,  the  court  would  not  interfere,  un- 
less the  captured  property  was  brought  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

Thirdly — That  the  court  deemed  the  question 
of  damages  to  rest  entirely  upon  the  question  oF 
firize  or  vo  prize — That  not  havmg  jurisdiction  of 
the  hater,  it  could  not  have  of  a  mai'.er  necessarily 
growing  out  of,  and  depending  upon  it — and,  there- 
f^ire,  that  it  would  not  hold  com.  Taylor  to  bail 
in  the  suit  instituted  against  him  for  damages — the 
property  not  having  been  brought  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  but  carried  into  a  port  of  the 
captor. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  says — We  observe  in 
the  London  Times  of  llie  3d  August,  a  Itjlter  to 
lord  Casllereagh,  from  a  deputy  ofjVew  Grenada,  of 
date  London  Aprd  10,  protesliiig  in  the  name  ofth.' 
cuafcde.-uted    prcvinces  of   New  Grenada,  "in  tiu^ 


Qo 


NILES'  REGISTER  -OCTOBER  5,  181S-E0REIGN  ARTICLES. 


most  solemn  manner,  a^-ainst  the  opening  of  any 
iiegociation  respecting  the  future  f^te  of  the  Ame- 
ricas, without  his  beinp  heard,  and  which  has  not 
for  its  hnsii  their  independence" — and  expressing  liis 
'desire  that  "this  protest  be  common  to  nil  powers 
of  Europe,  wiio  are  to  tuke  p'lrt  in  tlie  mediation, 
aUhonjrii  sokly  addressed  to  his  HritannicTiajesty's 
ministers,  conceiving' them  to  be  the  principal  me- 
diators from  their  having  ofl'ercd  to  be  so  when  the 
iirst  occurrences  took  place." 

Ahticles  of  AGjiEKMKNT,  belwecn  citizen  Joseph  .?>•- 
f/.7-(is,  chief  of  the  orientals  and  the  prbtestor  of 
the  free    people,  and  lieutenant  lulwarrl  Frank- 
Zf/7u/,  comm'ssioner  of  the  forces  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  in    South  America,   relative  to  the  rcci- 
j)rocal  security  of  free  trade,  between  the  sub- 
jects of  liis    Britannic  majesty  and  the  ports  of 
the  Orient*!  shore,  on  tlie  river  Plate. 
Article  1.  Tiie  chief  of  tlie  orientals  admits  on  his 
part,  all  English  merchants  to  a  free  trade,  and  he 
liinds  himself  to  respect  and  cause  to  be  respected, 
in  all  the  ports  under  liis  command,  tlie  security  of 
their  persons  and  property;  provided,  the  English 
merchants,   presenting  themselves    in  said   ports, 
will  bring  a  passport  from  the  English  commander 
or  his  representative. 

Article  2.  The  English  merchants  will  be.requir- 
ed  to  pay  in  said  ports,  the  export  and  import  du- 
ties already  established  and  specified  in  the  an- 
nexed tariff. 

Article  3.  No  contribution  of  any  kind,  or  ex- 
traordinary loan  shall  be  imposed  upon  British  mer- 
chants. 

Article  4:.  The  English  mercharats  are  allowed  to 
pursue  Iheip  trade  in  the  ports  where  they  may  es- 
tablish themselves,  o.nd  receive  the  goods  that  may 
suit  them. 

Article  5.  Tlie  Englisli  commander  will  not  inter- 
fere on  his  part  with  neutral  and  friendly  govern- 
menl-s,  in  order  that  said  trade  may  not  be  inter- 
rupted or  molested. 

Ariicled.  The  English  commander  orhisrepre- 
senVitives,  shall  not  deliver  any  passport  to  English 
merriiants  going  or  coming  from  ports  belonging 
to  that  government  with  which  we  are  actually  at 
war. 

Article  7.  In  order  that  these  articles  may  have 
full  force,  duplicate  agreements  shall  be  signed  by 
the  conunandei-  of  the  naval  forces  of  his  Britannic 
msi?sty,  and  the  chief  of  the  orientals,  both  re- 
maining, in  case  of  being  ratified,  bound  to  each  for 
the  exact  observance  of  each  article. 

Signed  at  Purihcation,  o»  the  8th  of  Aug.  1817. 
(Signed)         Jt)SE  AllTIfiAS, 

EDWAKD  FUANKLAND. 
We  ratify  the  foregoing  articles  of  agreement  so 
corrected  on  the  original,   bearing    the  above  ex- 
pressed date,  and  that  it  may  so  a])pear,    we  have 
signed  it  at  Buenos  Ayres,  20tli  Aug.  1817. 

(Signed)  WM.  BOWLES, 

Commander  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  naval  forces 
in  South  America. 

H.  V.  STAPLES,  IL  B.  M.  consul. 
Kint;ston  Jam,  Aug.  28 — "i  now  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  enclose  you  a  translation  of  a  proclamation  of 
gen.  Aury,  dated  at  his  head-cpiarters  of  I'rovidence 
and  St.  (jatiilina,  the  lOih  of  .Inly  ult.  By  its  con- 
tents  you  will  become  informed  of  the  great  authori- 
ties who  have  sanctioned  him  to  undertake  an  en- 
terprise, which  if  successful,  will  demand  the  gra- 
titude of  suiiering  humanity,  and,  at  a  blow,  decide 
the  fate  of  all  South  America,  now  univsrsally 
struggUngfor  her  imalienable  right — that  of  becom- 
iog  a  free  and  independent  republic,  in  spite  of  the 


obduracy  of  imbecile  Spain,  the  scourge  of  every 
land;  not  from  the  chastisement  she  intlicls  upon 
the  nations  of  the  world  by  the  force  of  her  arms, 
but,  from  her  consummate  superstition,  bigotry^ 
ignoranoc  and  consequently  unheeded  despotism 
and  barbarity  towards  the  unhappy  few  who  are 
doomed  to  breathe  the  pestilential  air  of  her  cur- 
tailed domain.  The  aforesaid  proclamation  I  have 
received  from  St.  Cr-talina.  By  the  maw  of  war 
which  1  daily  expect  will  arrive  here  from  Porto 
Hello  and  (Jliaf^res,  I  hope  to  obtain  interesting 
news  from  the  Pncific;  of  all  which  I  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  by  the  first  occasion. 

,  Cfuv'leaton  City  Gaz. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Ijuis  Anry,  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  that  ■  nve 
opened  their  campaign  npon  J\'miu  Grenada,  in  the 
name  of  the  coifederated  republics  of  Buenos  Ayres 
and  Chili. 

TO  EMrOHANTS  IN   FOtlEISX  COUNTRIES. 

Fellow  citizens:  The  majestic  and  powerful  vmit- 
ed  states  of  Bue.ios  Ayres  and  Chili,  desirous  to  co- 
operate, as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  to  the  emanci- 
patioa  of  theirenslave!  brethren,  have  commission- 
ed me  to  fulfil  this  noble  enterprise  upon  New  Grana- 
da: blessed  be  heaven,  that  has  inspired  such  mag- 
nanimous sentiiients;  and  may  the  union  and  dis- 
creet conduct  of  those  governments  form  the  polar 
star  of  our  future  hopes. 

Friends  in  pilgrimage,  and  -zuithont  a  country/  I 
direct  myself  to  you;  apprising  you  of  the  liberal 
and  philanthropic  efforts  of  the  two  republics,  who 
loan  us  their  credit,  and  all  that  infiuence  acquired 
during  their  past  and  recent  achievements;  incorpo- 
rate yourselves,  at  once,  I  entreat  you,  among  the 
valliant  legions  at  my  command,  employed  in  this 
great  and  portentous  work.  Hasten  without  delay 
to  enlist  yourselves  under  the  protection  of  these 
sacred  standards,  the  terror  of  tyrants,  both  on  sea 
and  land.  If  the  glory  of  our  beloved  country,  and 
pergonal  interests,  impose  upon  us  the  unequivocal 
obligation  of  persecating  our  implacable  enemies, 
the  cries  of  afflicted  humanity  demand  our  aid  to 
terminate  the  age  of  barbarism  that  hangs  suspend- 
ed over  innOv~ence.  Men  born  to  be  free  daily  make 
fruitless  attempts  to  recover  the  inestimable  privi- 
leges  which  they  lost  in  1815;  and  destitute  of  naval 
protection  and  warlike  munitions,  only  encounter 
death  as  the  reward  of  their  heroic  exertions — and 
the  guarantee  of  the  august  republics,  our  protec- 
tors has  supplied  us  with  the  necessary  elements  to 
realize  the  pUn  we  propose. 

Compatriots — May  a  noble  entlnisiasm  animate 
you  all,  and  may  every  thing  tend  to  attain  the 
independence  and  precious  liberties  wliich  we 
cantend  for,  or  a  death  honui-Hbie  to  the  sons  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Brave  strangers — v/ho  by  your  political  senti- 
ments, or  from  other  motives,  havcentered  the  tor- 
rid zone,  adorned  with  virtues  peculiar  to  the  man 
of  honor — flock  brethren  to  our  standards,  come  to 
enjoy  both  that  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
the  fanaticism  and  cruelty  of  despots  extorted  from 
you.  I  ensure  you  the  gratitude  of  my  compatriots, 
with  whom  connected,  in  sweet  ifitercourse,  we 
shall  partake  of  all  the  advantages  which  our  de- 
lightful and  rich  soil  promises. 

To  the  commanders  of  the  Mexican  vessels  of  luar 
still  cruzing  in  these  seaa,  and  us  yet  have  not  arrived 
in  this  p07^l~\  deem  it  suificient  to  address  you  this 
circular,  to  invigorate  your  zeal  for  the  cause  you 
have  espoused,  aiid  the  subordination  you  owe  me; 
and  which,  from  lesnect,  requires  our  speedy  re- 
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concentration  in  this  point;  hut  if  there  be  any  one 
amongst  vou,  who,  influenced  by  a  vile  interess 
sliould  wish  to  depart  from  his  duly,  of  which  anew 
1  acquaint  vou,  in  conformity  to  the  pletisure  of  the 
supreme  authorities  1  represen.,  be  it  known  to  yon, 
that  ibe  most  rigorous  measures  will  be  adopted 
against  those  who  sliall  not  iiave  presented  them- 
selves ill  this  island  within  the  precise  term  of  two 
months. 

Liberty.'  Independence!  or  Death! 
At  rr.y  Uoad  quarvers  in  the  island  of  Providence 
and  St.  Catalina,  the  10th  dav  of  July,   1818 
_9th,  LUIS  AL'RY. 

FLORIDA. 

Maj.  gen.  E.  P  Gaines  passed  this  place  yester- 
da),  on  his  way  to  Georgia.  The  generi.1  is  imme- 
diaiely  from  Pensacola,  and  informs  us  that  the  ut- 
most harmony  existed  among  every  class  of  citizens 
at  that  place;  that  so  fir  from  murnuiring,  the  Spa- 
iiiaids  who  remained,  found  no  fault  whatever  with 
the  authorities  established  by  gen.  J.tckeon,  and 
that  not  an  instance  had  occurred  in  v.rbich  a  devia- 
tion had  taken  place  from  tlie  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  articles  of  capitulation  entered  into  and 
ratified  between  gen.  Jackson,  and  don  Masot,  the 
late  governor  of  that  place. — Si.  Stephen's  Hal. 

■\Ve  understand  that  three  companies  of  moimted 
men,  to  wit:  one  under  the  immediate  command  of 
capt.  Wm.  F.  Ware,  who  will  have  the  direction  of 
the  whole,  one  under  capt  M'Girt  and  the  third 
under  capt.  Boyle,  con.sisting  of  between  three  and 
four  hundred,  are  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Clai- 
borne in  a  few  days,  to  scour  the  country  from  th'it 
place  to  fort  Jackson,  and  if  possible,  disperse  a 
party  of  out-lying  Indians  which  infest  the  road, 
more  for  the  object  of  plunder  than  a  disposition 
to  commit  murder.  It  is  pretty  well  ascertained 
that  the  Indians  in  East  Florida  are  now  disposed 
for  peace,  that  it  only  remains  to  break  up  the 
horde  which  frequent  the  road  betweea  this  and 
Georgia,  and  which  we  understand  have  never  at- 
tached itself  to  any  party,  but  co:.;tiuueJ  plundering 
during  the  short  interval  of  peace  which  took  place 
after  the  late  British  war,  to  put  a  termiiiaiion  to 
ipur  troiibles  with  the  savages  in  this  quarter. — Jbid 


CHRONICLE. 

"Thomas's  whlat.'  We  made  a  remarkable 
mistake  in  our  last  paper  in  giviog  the  product  of 
the  beautiful  wheat  which  grew  on  .Mr.  Thomas' 
farm — it  was  fiftx-two  ton  oi«E,  and  not  Jortyl-ivo, 
as  we  stated  it. 

Adjt.  and  insp.  gen's  office,  Sept.  11,  1818. 

Gesehal  order. — To  |nomote  the  liealth  of  the 
troops  and  to  facilitate  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  subsisting  tiie  army,  by  an  established  depart- 
meet  of  supplies,  the  coniinauding  ofHccr  of  every 
permanent  post  and  garriso!;,  svhere  the  public 
lands  will  justify  such  measurf,  will  annually  cul- 
tivate a  garden,  by  the  troops  under  his  command, 
equal  to  supplying  the  hospital  and  garrison  with 
the  necessary  kitchen  vegetables  tiiroughout  the 
year— and  be  will  be  held  accountable  fir  any  de- 
ficiency in  the  cultivation,  preservation,  and  proper 
distribution  of  the  same,  on  the  report  of  the  in- 
spector, or  any  other  commissioned  officer. 

Whenever  an  ofHcer  is  removed  or  relieved  from 
the  command  of  such  post,  the  general,  or  ofKctr 
giving  the  order,  v/ill  cause  him  to  be  furnisiied 
J  with  duplicate  certificates  of  the  state  of  his  gar- 
den and  the  amount  and  condition  of  vegetables  on 
hand,  one  of  wliich  he  will  'mmediately  transmit 
to  the  commissary  general  of  suj)plies,  and  a  copy 


will  be  entered  in  the  orderly  book  of  the  garrison, 
for  the  inspection  of  the  proper  authority. 

In  addiiion  to  this  arrangement,  a  more  exten- 
sive cultivation  will  be  commenced,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, at  the  following  posts,  viz:  O.)  lied  river, 
near  Natchitoches,  at  Belle  Point,  on  the  Arkansas, 
and  the  posts  on  the  Missouri  above  Belle  Foii\aine, 
and  on  the  Mississippi  above  fort  Armstrong, 
including  that  post,  at  Greenbay  and  Chicago,  and 
any  posts  that  may  be  established  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  upper  lakes. 

The  cuUiv»tion  of  any  public  lands,  not  other- 
wise a})propriated,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  garrisons 
and  posts,  shall  be  carried  on  by  the  troops  under 
the  direction  of  the  several  commanding  otlicc-rs  of 
the  post.o,  and  will  embrace  t!ie  bread  and  other 
substantiiil  vegetable  part  of  the  ration. 

Such  supplies,  not  exceeding  the  quantity  retijuir- 
ed  for  the  permanent  subsistence  of  the  garrisons, 
delivered  to,  and  receipted  for,  by  the  assistant 
commissaries  of  the  posts,  of  the  cultivation  of 
of  the  troops,  will  be  paid  for  by  the  conimissiry  ge- 
neral of  supplies,  at  the  contract  prices;  those  on  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  contract  price  at 
St.  Loniii;  and  those  on  the  lakes  at  the  contract 
price  at  Deiroit;  to  be  delivered  before  the  Isl  of 
January  in  each  year. 

The  amount  of  such  sales  will  be  equally  distri- 
buted by  paymasters  among  the  non  commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  laborers,  of  the 
several  garrisons,  according  to  the  muster  rolls,  at 
the  next  pay  day  after  the  same  is  received  for  that 
purpose. 

The  seversl  commanding  officers  will  report  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  under  tliis  order 
by  the  1st  of  July,  and  the  prospect  of  the  crop.s 
on  the  first  of  October,  in  each  year,  that  the  com- 
missary general  of  supplies  may  regulate  his  mea- 
sures accordingly:  and  for  any  improper  manage, 
ment  or  losses  sustained  within  the  control  of  the 
commanding  officers  in  the  execution  of  tliis  order, 
they  will  be  held  responsible. 
By  order, 
D.  PARKKR,  Adjt.  and   nsp.  Gen. 

A  new  town  called  BLakely,  has  been  laid  off  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Pedep,  North  Carolina.  The 
improved  navigation  of  this  river,  and  tlie  making 
of  several  good  roads,  will  probably  render  this  a 
lively  place,  in  a  very  short  time. 

A  piece,  of  plate  \\A^  ht en  presented  to  capt.  F. 
Lee,  [a  silver  pitcher]  of  the  U  S.  revenue  cutter 
Eagle,  and  a  present  made  also  to  lier  crew,  by  cer- 
tain insuratice  companies  of  Phiiudelphi.-s,  for  exer- 
tions made  to  save  tlie  ship  Betsey  and  her  cargo. 
It  is  pleasant  to  notice  such  things. 

A  detachment  of  200  U.  S.  infantry  under  the 
command  ofmaj  Burd,  recruited  chieflv  in  tliis  citv 
and  its  neighborhood,  left  Ballimore  on  Thursday, 
in  the  steam  boat  for  Norfolk,  to  join  the  troops  to 
the  southward  under  the  command  of  g^n.  Jnckson. 

Ilalian  .Artists.  A  New  York  pnper  says — Seig- 
nors  Pekenino  ar.d  Rathma,  architerls,  have  just 
arrived  in  this  city  from  It.ily,  with  their  diplomas 
and  specimens  of  their  perH-rmances.  We  have 
been  astonished  and  delighted  at  the  perfection  t9 
which  they  Intve  brought  t!ie  art  of  delineating  the 
human  face  witii  no  other  implements  but  pe.n  and 
ink!  We  yesterday  inspected  a  mini.iture  likeness 
of  a  lady,  executed  in  tliis  manner,  and  would 
scarcely  be  convinced  that  we  were  not  examining 
a  most  delicate  andsuperl)  copperplate  eii;:  raving; 
so  admirably  was  it  shaded,  so  expressively  was 
the  counten-^nce,  and  so  natural  way  the  disposition 
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of  the  drapery.  Seiijuor  Pekenino  is  now  taking  a 
miniature  likeness  of  frovc-nor  Clinton,  with  pen  and 
ink  only,  beneath  which  will  be  a  specimen  of  his 
writing,  which  is  tnilv  elepant. 

Cotton.  A  T^ivei'pool  cifoular-writer  says,  the 
cottot;  Crops  are  not  g'ood,  at  least  in  the  Eastern 
states!!! 

The  United  States  frigate  JMacedonian,  captain 
Downes,  has  sailed  from  Boston  for  the  north  west 
coast 

Strange  cooperation. — On  tlie  12tb  iilt.  Benja- 
min Van  Vegluen,  attorney  at  law,  of  Johnstown, 
!New  York,  and  Jsmes  Gary,  farmer,  of  the  same 
countv,  anticipated  the  mandate  of  their  Creator 
by  rashly  pnttiufj  tiiemsclvoR  to  death  by  hanpng; 
and,  what  is  sinijidar,  these  persons  resid-d  f^ir 
miles  apart,  havinj:!^  no  connection,  and  are  supposed 
to  liave  consuremated  this  unnatural  crime  about 
the  same  time. 

J}fonireal  and  i\.9  suburb n,  by  a  late  census,  it  is 
stated,  contains  a  population  of  about  §4,000  souls. 

Died,  on  the  2nd  inst.  at  Onnndij^o,  N  Y.  g'encra! 
.flsa  Davforth,a.g--d  72,— a  soldier  of  the  revoUr.ion 
and  un  honest  and  most  liberal  man.  He  was  very 
respectfully  interi'pd  with  masonic  honors,  amidst 
alarp^e '"oficourse  of  people. 

The  Erie  utenni  beat,  from  Bufl'^lo,  arrived  on  her 
^first  trip  to  Detroit,  on  th^  'ZTtli  Aujj.  The  Detroit 
Gazette  observes — "Niching- could  exceed  the  sur- 
prise fif  the  sons  of  th=-  f>rest,  on  see'nt^  t!if'  Jf'alfc- 
iii-the  Toatf^r,  moving  majcsrically  rmd  rapi  -ly  against 
abtroriij  current,  without  the  assistance  of  sa'i'j  or 
oars — They  lined  the  banks  above  Maiden,  and  ex- 
pressed tlieir  astonishment  by  repeated  si'outs  of 
*'Tai-iJo!i,nichee.'"*'  A  report  had  been  circulaied 
among  them,  that  a  "bi's;^  canoe"  would  soon  come 
from  the  "7io;s.'/  -waters,"  which,  by  order  of  t!ie 
great  father  of  the  "  Che-Tiio-f:o-ino7is"-[  won\d  bf 
drawn  through  the  lakes  and  rivers  by  sturgeons.' — 
Of  the  truth  of  the  report  they  are  now  perfectly 
satisfied." 

Three  children  were  born  in  Xorth  Carolina, 
weig'hing  together  11  1-4  lbs.  and  named  George 
Washington,  Andrew  Jackson  and  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. 

Sitipular  preservation. — A  Catskill  N.  Y,  paper 
says — We  learn  that  a  sloop  with  about  60  passen- 
gers from  the  Methodist  camp  meeting,  was  cap- 
sized in  Tappan  bay  by  a  flaw  of  wind,  and  two  li- 
dies  thi'own  into  the  river — a  returning  swell  threw 
them  back  without  injury  into  the  hold  of  the  ves- 
sel, and  the  vessel  immediately  righted. 

Sa^t. — A  letter  from  Meadville,  Penn.  announces 
the  discovery  of  salt  water,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  msnufactoi-y  of  salt.  It  is  said  'hat  salt 
from  'he  O:  ondago  works  to  the  value  of  §100,t;00 
per  annum,  lias  heretofore  been  landed  at  Erie, 
for  tlie  supply  of  certain  parts  of  the  western  coun- 
try. 

Connecticut. — The  republican  council  nomination 
has  succeeded.  The  vote  for  or  against  the  con- 
stitution as  recently  adopted  by  the  convention,  is  to 
be  taken  »n  Monday  next. 

Died  on  tlie  18ih  uUifno,  at  Chesnut  Ridge,  near 
Greensbu'-gh,  (Penn.)  Mrs.  St  Clai);  relict  of  the 
late  major  gen.  Arthur  St.  Ciair. 

Jji vine  right  of  kings,  llumboid,  in  tlic  time  ot 
Charles  II,  said  "lie  cuvdd  not  conceive  that  the  Al- 
miglity  intended  that  the  greatesl  part  of  mankind 
should  come  into  tiie  world  will",  saddles  on  thsir 
1.  icks,  and  bridles  in  their  mouths,  and  that  a  i'ew 

''An  exclamation  of  surprise. 
■rLon^-K^lveB — or  yankees. 


should  c.O)ne  booted  and  spurred   to  ride    hem  to 
'derith." 

Bonaparte  has  denned  it  as  one  of  the  sublimest 
operai  ions  of  wnr,  to  march  five  leagues  a  day,  fight 
a  b:-ttle,  and  sleen  in  safety.  How  far  Americans 
h  »ve  attained  to  t'lis  sublimiiv,  or  need  the  instruc- 
tion of  ?m/^cyr«e'/ European  officers,  is  best  ascertain- 
ed by  t!ie  foUoi^ing  facts: — Gen.  Coffee,  in  1814, 
performpd  a  march  wiih  his  brigade,  of  120  miles 
in  o6  liours;  and,  three  days  subsequently,  march- 
ing 91  miles,  participsted  in  the  memorable  action 
of^he^.Tl  December. 

Col.  George  Elliot,  wiih  a  detachment  of  400 
Tennesseans  commenced  crossing  the  Ocklokeny 
river,  at  11  o'clo'-ik,  on  the  2lst  of  Ma'-ch,  1818,  and 
by  12  o'clock,  on  the  la*  of  April,  at  37  nules  dis- 
tance, was  ei'gaged  with  the  enemy  and  ^lept  in  se- 
curity that  night,  amid  the  flames  of  Mikasuky. — 

rani:<j.)X  From  the  JSTatiottal.  Intdligencer — This 
dny  (2odSept)at  13  minutfsand  11  seconds  past 
11  o'd  )ck,  A.  M  according  to  the  meridian  of  the 
capltol,  tlie  centre  of  t^e  sun  will  be  in  the  equa- 
tor; and  at  that  time  will  begin  the  vi^ht  of  six 
months  at  the  vorth  pole,  ard  the  (lay  of  sis  months 
at  the  south  pole.  In  the  month  of  Septen;ber,  A.D. 
27738,  and  not  before,  the  sun's  centre  will  be  in 
tVe  equinox  at  the  same  time  of  day  to  our  meri- 
dian. 

In  this  notice,  the  sun's  semi-diameter,  and  the 
effect  of  refraction,  are  not  considered. 

fVuxhi/igton  city,  September  2o,  1818. 

Spahtanoatu — Tiie  following  is  a  curious  spe- 
cimen of  tlie  laconic  manne?  in  which  state  busi- 
ness was  dispatched  amongst  the  Spartans,  (irans- 
latrd  from  the  Latin.)  "We  that  are  as  good  as 
}ou,  do  constitute  you  our  king;  and  if  you  defend 
our  liberties   v/e  will  defend  you;  if  not,  not." 

London  paper. 

Jliltov,  Pa.  S'pt.  20 — On  Saturday  afternoon  and 
night,  a  seine  was  hauled  with  very  great  success  in 
ihe  neighiTorhood  of  Crooks  Riffle^  in  the  N.  E, 
branch  of  the  Susquehannal*  by  a  party  of  gende- 
meii  in  the  to'.vn  ofNorihumberland,  when  a  large 
n«mber  of  rockfish,  or  slrenked  bass,  were  taken. 
Some  of  tliem  measured  from  mouth  to  tail,  three 
feet  five  inches,  round  the  gills  one  foot  eleven 
inches,  and  weiglied  twenty-eight  pounds;  others 
eighteen  pi'unds. 

Boston  Sept.  26.— On  Thursday  the  new  flag  of 
the  United  States  was  displayed  at  the  navy  yard, 
Charlestown,  and  on  bo<.rd  the  national  ships  of 
war  in  Boston  harbor. — Tiie  "star  sparigled  banner" 
was  saluted  by  e;.c:i  vessel,  by  direction  of  the  navy 
department.  S.milar  iionors  are  to  be  paid,  on  its 
benig  hoisted  at  all  th.e  stations. 

P::0CLA'MATIOIf, 

Bu  lie  Witt    Clinton,  qover/ior  of  the  state  of  JVexu' 

"  rrk 

WuKnKAs  the  ^^reat  am!  multiplied  blessings  con- 
ferred by  Alii.)ii;hty  God  on  the  people  of  this  s'ate, 
demand  from  tliem  the  solenni  and  united  expres- 
sion of  gr.,iitude  to  the  Author  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gill;  I  lijive  therefore  considered  it  an  in- 
dispensable duly  to  recommend  the  observance  of 
a  day  of  public  prayer  and  thanksgiving,  and  I  do 
accordingly  recommend  for  that  purpose,  Tauus- 
DAY  the  fifth  day  of  Ji'oveniber  next. 

In  wiiiiess  whereof.  1  liave  hereunto  subscrib- 
ed my  name,  and  uflTixcd  the  privy  seal  of  the 
(L.  S.)  s;aLe,  at  tlie  city  of  Albany,  this  21st  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1818, 
and  in  the  43d  year  of  the  independence  of 
the  IJiiitcd  States. 

DK  W3TT  CLIXT0N. 
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Constitution  of  Illinois. 

The  people   of  the  Ulinois  Territory,  havin.^  the 
riFht  of  admission  into  the  general  jroveriiment  as 
a  member  of  the  Union,  consistent  wi  h  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,   the  ordinance  ot  con- 
cress  of  1787,  and  the  laW'  of  conf^ress,  "approved 
April  18tli,  1818,"   enliUed"an   act  to  enable  tne 
people  of  tiie  Illinois  Territory  to  form  aconsita- 
tion  and  state  g-overnment,  and  for  the  admiisbion  ot 
such  state  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  tiie 
original  states,  and  for  other  purposes-,"  m  order  to 
establish  iusiice,  promote  the  welfare  and  secure 
the  blessings   of  liberty   to   themselves   and  then- 
posterity,  do  bv  their  representatives  in  convention 
ordain  and   establish  the  following'  constitution  or 
form  of  government;   and  do  mutually  agree  w  ith 
each  other  to  form  themselves  into  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent state  bv  the  name  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 
And  they  do  hereby  ratify  the  boundaries  assigned 
to  such  state  by  the  actof'congress  aforesaid,  whicli_ 
are  as   follows,  to  wit:  BeKinning  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Wabaf«h  river;  thence  up  the  same,  and  with  the 
line  of  Indiana  to  the  northwest  corner  of  said  state; 
thence  east  with  thelin^  of  said  state,  to  the  middle 
of  lake  Michigan;  thence  north  alonf?  the  middle  ot 
said  lake,   to  'north  latitude  forty-two  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes;  thence  west   to    the  middle   of  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  thence  down  along  t!ie  mid- 
dle of  that  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio  ri- 
vei-;  and  thence  up  the  latter  river  along  its  north 
western  shore  to  the  beginning. 
AUTICLE  !. 
C'ancermng  the  distribution  ofthepoivers  of  government. 
Sect.  1.  Tl\e  lowers  of  tlie  government    of  t!.ie 
state  of  Illinois,  shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct 
departments,  ai.d  each  of  them  be  confided  to  a  se- 
parate body  of  magistracy,  to  wit:  Those  wliicli  are 
legislative  to  one;  vhose  which  are  executive  to  ano- 
ther; and  those  which  are  judiciary,  to  anotlier. 

Sect-  2.  No  person,  or  collectio;:  of  persons,  being 
one  of  those  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power 
properly  belonging  to  eitlier  of  the  otii  rs,  except 
as  hei-ein  after'expressly  directed  or  permitted. 

ARTICLE  11. 
Sect.  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  state, 
shall  be  vested  in  a  general  assembly,  whicli  sliall 
consist  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  both 
to  be  elected  by  tlie  people. 
■^  Sect.  2.  Tlie  first  election  for  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives, s'lall  commence  on  the  third  Thursday  of 
September  next,  and  continue  for  that  and  tlie  two 
succeeding  days;  and  the  next  election  sh;dl  be  held 
on  tiie  first  Monday  in  August,  one  thousand  eigiit 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  forever  after,  elections 
shall  be  held  once  in  two  years,  on  tlie  first  Monday 
of  August,  in  each  and  every  county,  at  such  places 
therein  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sect.  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
v'ho  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  this  state:  wiio  sliall  not  have  resid- 
ed within  tiie  limit:!  of  the  county  or  district  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen,  twelve  months  next  pre- 
ceding his  election,  if  such  county  or  district  shall 
have  been  so  long  erected;  but  if  not,  then  within 
the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties,  ilistrict  or  dis- 
tricts out  of  whicii  the  same  sliall  luive  been  taken, 
unless  lie  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  busi- 
^  nessof  the  United  States  or  of  this  state;  and  who 
.  moreover  shall  not  nave  paid  a  state  or  county  tax. 
Sect.  4.  The  senators  at  their  first  session  iiereiii 
provided  for,  shall  be  divided  by  lot  iiom  their  re- 
spect've  counties  or  districts,  as  near  as  c;in  be,  into 
two  glasses.    The  seat  of  th^  .senators  of  the  ftrst 


class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second 
year;  and  those  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration 
of  the^fourth  year,  so  that  one  half  thereof,  as  near  as 
possible,  may  be  biennially  chosen  forever  therea^'ter. 
Sect.  5.  i'he  number  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives shall  at  'he  first  session  of  the  general  sssem- 
blv,  hold  en  after  the  returns  herein  provided  for  are 
made,  be  fixed  by  the  general  assembly,  and  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  counties  or  districts  to  be 
established  by  law,  according"  to  the  numbei-  of  white 
inhabitants.     Tlie  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  be  less  than  twentv-seven,  nor  more  thnn  tliirty- 
six,  until  the  numberof  inhabitants  witliin  this  state 
shall  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand;  and  the  num- 
ber of  senators  shall  never  be  less  than  one  third  nor 
more  tlian  onehalf  of  tlie  number  of  represent.tivcs. 
Sect  6    No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  has  not 
ai'rived  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  who  sh:ill  not 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  an<l  who  shall  not 
have  resided  one  yeai-  in  thecounty  or  district  in  which 
he  shallbe  chosen  immediatclv  preceding  his  election, 
If  such  county  or  district  shall  have  been  so   long  e- 
rected;    but  if  not,  tii.eu   within  the  limits  of'  the 
county  or  counties,  district  or  distric'.s,  out  of  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  taken;  unless  he  shall  have 
been  absent  on  the  public  bnsii^ess  of  ilie  United 
States  or  of  this  state,  and  shall  not  moreover  have 
paid  a  state  or  county  tax 

Sect.  7  Tlie  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
when  assembled,  shall  eiich  choose  a  speaker  and 
other  officers,  (the  speaker  of  the  senate  excepted:) 
each  houseshall  judge  of  the  qualifications  and  elec- 
tions of  its  members,  and  sit  upon  its  own  adjourn- 
ments. Two-thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a 
q'iorum,  but  a  smaller  number  miiv  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
members. 

Sect.  8.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings  and  puhlisii  tlieni:  tiie  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  members  on  any  question  shah,  at  the  desire  of 
any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sect  9.  Any  two  members  of  either  liouse,  shall 
h;ive  liberty  to  dissent  and  protest  against  any  act 
or  resolution  which  they  iw.y  think  injurious  to  the 
public  or  to  any    individual,  and  have  tiie  reasons  of 
tiieir  dissfut  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sect.  10.  Each  house  may"  determine  the  rules  of 
its  proceedings,  punisii  its  members  for  disorderly 
behaviour;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds, 
expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the. same 
c:iuse. 

Sect.  11  Wlien  vacancies  hap'pen  in  cither  houtr, 
the  governor,  or  the  person  exercising  tlie  powers  of 
governor,  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

Sect.  12  Senators  and  representatives  sliall,  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breac'i  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  tlie  session  o"  the 
general  assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  same,  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
house,  they  shidl  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place. 

Snct.  13.  Each  houi^e  may  punish  by  imprisonment 
during  its  session,  any  person  not  a  member,  who 
shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house,  by  any 
disorderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour  in  their  pre- 
sence, provided  such  imprisonment  shall  not  at  any 
one  time  exceed  twenty-four  hours 

Sect  It  Tl'.e  doors  of  each  house  and  of  commit- 
tees" of  the  whole  .shall  be  kept  open,  except  in  such 
cases  as  in  the  opin.on  of  the  iiouse  require  secrecy. 
Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
other,  adjourn  for  uipre  than  two  days,  nor  to  any 
other  place  th.an  that  in  wfl^c'h  f^e  two  h'otlseS  shall 
be?\l.frirf$-. 
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Sect.  15.  Hills  may  orig-inate  in  either  house,  but 
inav  be  altered,  amended  cr  rejected  by  the  other. 

Sect.  l6.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  diflTer- 
ent  days  m  each  house;  unless,  in  case  of  urf^ency, 
tjiree-fonrths  of  the  house  where  such  bill  is  so  de- 
pendinq'  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with 
this  rule;  ;md  every  bill  havinpf  passed  both  houses 
shall  be  signed  by  the  speakers  of  their  respective 
houses. 

Sect.  17.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  state  shall 
be,  'Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  tho  general  assemblu." 

Sect.  18.  The  g'eaeral  assembly  of  this  state  shall 
not  allow  the  following  officers  of  government  great- 1 
er  or   smaller  annual  salaries  than  as  follows,  until  j 
tiie  year  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-  \ 
four:  Tlie  governor  one  thousand  dollai*s;  and  the 
secretar}'  of  state,  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sect-  19.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this  state, 
which  shall  have  been  rreated  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  shall  iiavebeen  increased  daring  such  time. 

Sect-  20.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law 

Sect.  21.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  sliall  be  at- 
tached to  and  published  with  the  I  iws  at  the  rising 
of  each  session  of  the  general  ci>i'ieml)ly. 

Sect.  22.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeaching,  but  a  m:ijority  of  all 
flie  members  present  must  concur  in  an  impeach- 
ment; all  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate; 
and  when  sitting  for  tiiat  purpose,  the  senators  shall 
be  upon  oath  rr  affirmation  to  do  justice  according 
to  law  and  evidence.  No  person  shall  be  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  se- 
nators present. 

Sect.  2:1.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  officers 
under  this  state  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for 
any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment  in  such 
cases  shall  not  extend  farther  than  to  removal  fro'i^ 
office  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor, 
profit  or  trust  under  this  state.  Tlic  party,  whether 
convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  nevertheless  be  liable 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  ;ind  punishment  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Sect.  24.  The  first  session  of  the  general  assembly 
shall  commence  on  the  first  Monda>  of  October  next; 
and  i'orever  after,  ihe  general  assembly  shall  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  In  December  next  ensuing  the 
election  of  the  members  thereof,  and  at  no  other  pe- 
riod, unless  as  provided  by  this  constitution. 

Sect.  25,  No  judge  of  any  court  of  lav*-  or  equity, 
secretary  of  s' ate,  attorney  general,  attorney  for  the 
state,  register,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sheiifi' 
or  collector,  member  of  eitlier  house  of  congress,  or 
person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United 
States  or  this  State,  (provided  that  appointments  in 
the  militia,  postmasters  or  justices  of  the  peace  shall 
not  be  consi  iered  lucrative  offices)  shall  have  a  seat 
in  the  general  assembly;  nor  shall  any  person  holding 
an  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit 
under  tlie  authority  of  this  state 

Seel.  26.  Kvery  person  who  shall  be  clioscn  or  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  of  trust,  or  profit,  shall,  before 
entering-  upon  the  duties  thereof,  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of 
tills  slate,  :ind  al^o  an  o;itIi  of  office. 

Sect.  27.  In  all  elections,  all  white  male  inhabi- 
tants above  th^  age  of  twenty  one  years,  iiavlng  re- 
sided in  the  state  six  months  next  preceding  the  e- 
lection,  shall  enjoy  the  light  of  an  elector:  but  no 


person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in  the  county 
or  district  in  which  he  shall  actually  reside  at  the 
time  of  the  election. 

Sect.  28.  All  votes  shall  be  given  viva  voce  until 
altered  by  the  general  assembly. 

Sect.  29  Electors  shall  In  all  cases, except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  ar- 
rest during  their  attendance  at  elections  and  in  go- 
ing to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

Sect.  30.  Tiie  general  assembly  shall  have  full 
power  to  exclude  from  the  privilege  of  electing, 
or  being  elected,  any  person  convicted  of  bribery, 
perjury  or  any  other  Infamous  crime 

Sect.  SI.  In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  every  fift'--  year  thereafter,  an  enu- 
meration of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  state 
shall  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed 
by  law. 

Sec.  32.  All  bills  for  raising  a  revenue  shall  origi- 
nate in  thehouseof  representatives, subject  however 
to  amendment  or  rejection  as  in  other  cases. 
ARTICLE  UI. 

Sec.  1-  The  executive  power  of  the  state' shall  be 
vested  in  a  governor. 

Sec.  2.  The  first  election  of  governor  shall  com- 
mence on  the  third  Thursday  of  September  next, 
and  continue  for  that  and  the  two  succeeding  days; 
and  the  next  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two.  And  forever  after, 
elections  for  governor  shall  be  held  once  in  four 
years,  on  the  first  Monda)^  in  August.  The  gover- 
nor sliall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  members 
of  the  general  assembly,  at  the  same  places  and  in 
the  same  manner  that  they  shall  respectively  vote 
for  members  tliereof.  The  returns  of  every  election 
of  governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to 
the  seat  of  government,  by  the  returning  officers, 
directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of 
the  general  assembly. — The  person  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  shall  be  governor;  but  if  two  or 
more  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  then  one  of  theni 
sh.all  be  chosen  governor  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  of  the  general  assembly.  Contested  elec- 
tions shall  be  determined  by  both  houses  of  the 
general  assembly  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescrib- 
ed by  law. 

Sec.  3.  The  first  governor  shall  hold  his  office  until 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  in  tiie  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  two 
and  until  another  governor  shall  be  elected  and  qua- 
lified to  office:  and  ibr  ever  after,  the  governor  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until 
another  governor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified;  but 
he  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  tour  years  in 
any  term  of  eight  years.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty 
years  of  age  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  least  thirty  years;  two  years  of  which  next 
preceding  his  election  he  shall  have  resided  within 
the  limits  of  the  .st.ite. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall,  irom  time  to  time,  give  the  ge- 
neral assembly  information\of  the  state  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  recommend  to  their  consideration  sucli 
measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  .'i.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons  after  conviction,  except  in  cases  of  im- 
peachment. 

Sec.  6.  Thegovernor  shall  at  stated  times  receiye 
a  salary  for  his  services,  which  shall  neither  be  in- 
craLised  nor  diminished  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  7.  He  may  require  Information  In  writing 
from  the  officers  in  the  executive  department  upon 
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'  anv  subjectrelatins;'  to  the  rliities  of  their  respective 
offices,  "and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithrully 
executed. 

See.  8.  When  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  ap- 
.  pointment  is  by  this  constitution  vested  in  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  or  in  the  governor  and  senate,  shall, 
during  the  recess,  die,  or  his  office  by  any  means 
become  vacant,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill 
such  vacancy,  by  granting  a  commission  which  shall, 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  general 
assembly. 

.Sec.  9.  He  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  con- 
vene the  general  assembly  by  procla,mation,  and  shall 
state  to  tiieniwhen  assembled  the  purpose  for  which 
they  shall  have  been  convened. 

Sec.  10.  He  shall  be  comm.ander  in  chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  til  is  state  and  of  tiie  militia,  ex- 
cept when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  and  ever} 
cormty  in  tlie  said  state,  by  those  who  are  qualified 
to  vote  for  members  of  the  general  asseml^ly,  and  at 
the  same  times  and  places,  \yhere  the  election  for 
such  members  shall  be  held,  one  shevift'  and  one 
coroner,  whose  electiim  shall  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regularities  as  shall  be  presc-ilied  by  law. 
Tlie  said  sherill's  and  coroners  re.spectively  wjien  e- 
lected  shall  continue  in  office  two  years,  be  subject 
to  removal  and  disqualification,  and  such  otlier 
rules  and  regidations  as  may  be  from  time  to  time 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec  12.  In  caseofdis.agreement  between  the  two 
houses  witli  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  the 
governor  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  tlie  general 
assembly  to  such  time  as  he  thinks  proper,  provided 
it  be  not  to  a  period  beyond  the  next  constitutional 
meeting  of  the  same. 

Sec  13.  A  lieut.  governor  shall  be  chosen  at  every 
election  for  governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue 
in  office  for  the  same  time  and  possess  the  same 
qualifications.  In  voting  for  governor  and  lieuten- 
ant governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguish  whom 
they  vote  for  as  governor,  and  whom  as  lieutenant 
governor. 

Sec.  14.  He  shall  by  virtue  of  his  office  be  speaker 
of  the  senate,  have  a  right  when  in  committee  of  the 
Avholeto  debate  and  vote  on  all  subjects,  and  when- 
ever the  senate  are  equally  divided  to  give  the  cast- 
ing vote. 

Sec.  15.  Whenever  tlie  government  sliall  be  ad- 
ministered by  tlie  lieutenant  governor,  or  be  sliall 
be  unable  to  attend  as  speaker  of  the  senate,  the 
senators  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as 
speaker  for  that  occasion;  and  if  during  the  vacancy 
of  the  office  of  governor  the  lieutenant  governor 
shall  be  impeached,  removed  from  office,  refuse  to 
qualify,  or  resign  or  die,  or  he  absent  from  the  state, 
the  sjjcaker  of  the  senate  shall  in  like  m.auner  ad- 
minister the  government. 

Sec.  16  The  lieutenant  governor,  while  he  acts 
as  speaker  of  the  senate,  sli'all  receive  for  his  servi- 
ces the  sainG  compensation  which  shall  for  the  same 
period  be  allowed  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives and  no  more;  and  during  the  time  he 
administers  the  government  as  governor  he  shall 
receive  the  same  compensation  which  ttie  governor 
vonld  have  received  had  he  been  euiploved  in  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  17.  It' tlie  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  called 
\ipon  to  administer  the-government,  and  shall,  while 
in  such  administration  resign,  die  or  be  absent  from 
the  state  duj-ing  the  rece.ss  of  the  general  asjerablv, 
jt  shall  be  the  dutyof  tiie  secretary  for  tiie  time  b'e- 

iiig,  to  convene  the' senate  for  the  purnose  of  ciioo,-;- 
inga.spe.iker. 


Sec.  18.  In  case  of  an  impeachment  of  the  gover- 
nor, his  removal  from  office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify, 
resignation  or  absence  from  the  state,  the  lieutenant 
governor  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  authority 
appertaining  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  the  tine 
pointed  out  by  thi.s  constitution  for  the  election  of 
governor  shall  arrive,  unless  the  general  assembly 
shall  provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  a  governor 
to  fill  such  vacancy. 

S?c.  19.  The  governor  for  the  time  being  and  th'! 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,or  a  major  part  of  them, 
together  with  the  governor,  siiall  be  and  are  hereby 
constituted  a  council  to  revise  all  bills  al)out  to  be 
passed  into  laws  by  the  general  assetnbly;  and  for 
tliat  purpose  shall  assemble  themselves  from  time 
to  time  when  the  general  assembly  shall  be  con- 
vened; for  which  nevertheless  tliey  shall  not  receive 
any  salary  or  consideration  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever, and  all  bills  which  have  passed  the  senate  and 
house  of  repre.ientatives  shall,  before  they  became 
laws,  be  presented  to  the  said  council  for  their  re- 
visal  and  consideration;  and  if  upon  such  revisal  and 
consideration  it  should  appear  improper  to  the  sai<l 
council  or  a  majority  of  thcin,  that  the  bill  should 
become  a  laty  of  this  state,  iliey  shall  return  the 
same,  together  with  their  objections  thereto,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  (h\ 
which  soever  tlie  same  shall  have  originated)  who 
siiall  enter  the  objections  set  down  by  the  council  at 
large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed  to  reconsider 
the  said  bill.  But  if  after  such  reconsideration  ths 
said  senate  or  house  of  representatives  siiall,  not- 
withstanding the  said  objection."*,  agre?  to  pass  t!ia 
same  by  a  m.ajority  of  the  whole  number  of  members 
elected;  it  shall,  together  with  the  said  objections, 
be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  general  assembly 
where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered;  and  if  approve;! 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected,  it  shall 
become  a  law.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented, 
the  s:ime  shall  be  a  law;  unless  the  general  assem- 
bly  shall  by  their  adjournment  rend'r  a  i-eturn  of  the 
said  bill  in  ten  days  impracticable,  in  which  case 
the  said  bill  shall  be  returned  on  the  tlrst  day  of  the 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly  after  the  expiration 
of  tiie  said  ten  days,  or  be  a  law. 

Sect.  20.  The  governor  shall  nominate,  and  by 
and  witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  ap- 
point a  secretary  of  state,  who  shall  keep  a  fair  re- 
gister of  the  official  acts  of  tlie  governor,  and  when 
required  shall  lay  the  saine  and  all  papers,  minute.^ 
and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either  braiicli 
of  the  general  assembly,  .and  shall  perform  such  o- 
ther  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  law. 

Sect.  21.  The  state  treasurer  and  public  printer 
or  printers  for  the  state  shall  be  appointed  biennial- 
ly by  the  joint  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  general 
assembly:  Provided  tliat  during  the  recess  of  the 
s.ame,  the  governor  shall  h:ive  power  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies as  may  happen  in  either  of  said  offices. 

Sect.  22  The  governor  shall  nominate,  and  !>y  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  oi"  the  senate,  ajipnint 
all  officers  whose  offices  arc  csfahlislietl  by  this  con- 
stitution, or  shall  be  establish eil  by  law,  and  wliosf* 
appointments  are  not  herein  othera'ise  provided  fort 
Provided  however  tliat  inspectors,  collectors  and 
tlieir  deputies,  surveyors  of  the  highways,  consta- 
bles, jailors  atd  such  inferior  officM-s,  who-ie  juri.s- 
diciion  may  lie  confined  witliin  the  limits  of  the 
county,  shall  be  appointed  in  sucii  manner  as  Lha 
general  asscnii)ly  shrdl  -prescrihe. 
ARTICLE   IV. 

Sect.   1.  Tiie    judicial   p^wer  of  tliis  state  shall 
be  vested  in  oii.?  ."^upremc  c^'Tri-    an'd  ;uch    inferioi 
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courts  as  the  general  assembly  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  ordain  and  establish. 

Seel-  2.  Tlie  supreme  court  shall  beholden  at  the 
seat  of  gsovernment  and  shall  have  an  appellate  ju- 
risdiction only,  except  in  coses  relatin.e^  to  the  re- 
venue, in  cases  of  mandamus,  and  in  such  cases  of 
impeachment  as  may  be  required  to  be  tried  before 

it. 

Sect.  3.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  in  a  chief 
justice  and  three  associates,  and  two  of  whom  shall 
form  a  quorum.  The  number  of  justices  may  how- 
ever be  increased  hy  the  general  assembly  after  the 
year  one  th.:;:s<nd  eight  hundred  and  twenty-  our. 

Sect.  4.  The  justices  of  (he  sunnme  court  and 
the  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  shall  be  appointed 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  branches  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  commissioned  by  tlie  governor,  and  shall 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior  until  the  end 
of  the  lirst  session  of  the  general  assembly,  whicli 
shall  be  begun  and  held  after  tliefirst  day  of  Janua- 
rv,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twnity-four,  at  which  time  their  conlmis- 
sions  shall  expire;  and  until  the  expiration  of  whicl\ 
time,  the  said  justices  respectively  shall  hold  cir- 
cuit  courts  in  the  several  counties,  in  such  manner 
and  -tt  such  times,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  such 
jurisdiction  as  the  gener.il  assembly  shall  by  law  pre 
scribe.  But  ever  after  the  aforesaid  period,  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  /ourt  sliall  be  commissioned 
during  good  beliavior,  and  the  justices  thereof  shall 
not  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required  by  law. 

Sect.  5.  The  judges  of  the  in'.erior  courts  shall 
hold  their  office's  dudng  good  behavior,  but  for  any 
reasonable  cause  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground 
for  impeaciiment,  both  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
aiKl  interior  courts  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
the  address  of  two  thirds  of  each  branch  of  tlie  ge- 
neral assembly:  Provided  always,  that  no  member  of 
either  lioiise  ot  the  general  assembly,  nor  any  per- 
son connected  witli  a  member  by  consanguinity  or 
alfinitv  shjll  be  apjjointed  to  fill  t!ie  vacancy  occa- 
sioned hv  such  removal.  Tlie  said  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  during  their  temporary  appointments 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, pavab'e  quarter  yearly  "out  of  the  publictrea- 
sury.  The  judges  of 'the  iiiierinr  courts,  and  justi- 
ces of  the  supreme  court,  who  may  be  appointed  af- 
ter  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly which  shall  be  begun  after  the  first  day  of 
.fannary  in  the  year  of  our  l^ord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  shall  liave  adequate  and 
competent  salaries,  which  shall  noi  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office 

Sect.  6.  The  supreme  court,  or  a  m::jority  of  the 
iustices  tliereof,  the  circuit  courts,  o.-  the  justices 
"thereof,  sliall  respectively  appoint  their  own  citrks. 

Si'ct.  7.  All  process,  wriis  and  other  proceedings 
sliall  run  in  the  name  of  '' the  people  of  the  state  of 
Jlllnois."  All  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on 
"/«  the  naine  and  bij  the  nuthoritij  of  the  people  of  the 
.ttiite  of  IHinoh,"  and  conclude  'Ui^-cJnst  the  peace 
and  ilignity  rf  tJie  same." 

Sect.  8.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  he 
peace  sliall  be  appointed  in  e::cU  county  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  general  assembly  may  direct,  wliose  time 
of  service,  power  and  duties^  shall  be  regulated  and 
ddined  by  law.  And  justices  of  the  peace  when  so 
:innointed  sliall  be  c^nnmissioned  by  the  governor. 

Ain-CLF-V 
•  ,SVc^  I.  The  mihia  of  the  state  of  Illinois  shall 
consist  of  all  free  niLde  ai)le  bodied  person r;,  negroes, 
uudattoes  and  hidians  excepted,  re-,ident  in  the  state, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty  five  years, 
except  such  perstms  as  now  are  or  iicrcafter  may  be 
exempted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 


state,  and  shall  be  armed,  equipped  and  trained  a.<i 
the  general  assembly  may  provid?  by  law. 

Sect-  2  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  shall  be  compelled  to  do 
militia  duty  in  time  o.^'  peace,  nrovjded  such  person 
or  persons  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  exemp- 
tion. 

Sect.  3.  Company,  battalion  .ind  rpaimental  ofli- 
cers,  staff  officers  excepted,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
persons  opposing  their  .several  companies,  batta- 
lioi:.  and  regiments 

Sect-  4-  P.rigadier  and  mijor-generals  shall  be  e- 
lected  by  the  officers  of  their  brigades  and  divisions 
respectively 

Sect.  5  All  militia  officers  shall  be  commissioned 
by  the  governor,  and  may  hold  their  commissions 
during  good  behavior,  or  imtil  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  six\v  years 

Sect  6  The  militia  shall  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  musters  and 
elections  of  officers,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
fr'>m  the  same. 

ARTICLE  Vr. 
Sect-  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  invohmtary  servitude 
shall  hereafter  be  introduced  into  this  state,  other- 
wise than  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the 
party  sliall  have  been  dulv  convicted;  nor  shall  any 
male  person,  arrived  at  the  age  of  twent\'-one  years, 
nor  female  person  arrived  at  the  age  o'' eighteen  year.s 
be  hehl  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant,  under  any 
indenture  hereafter  made,  unless  such  person  shall 
enter  into  such  indenture  while  in  a  state  of  perfect 
freedom,  and  on  condition  of  a  bona  fide  considers- 
tion  received  or  to  be  received  for  their  service.  Nor 
shall  any  indenture  of  any  negro  or  mulatto  hereaf- 
ter made  and  executed  oiit  of  this  state,  or  if  made 
in  this  state,  where  the  term  of  service  exceeds  one 
year,  be  of  the  least  validitj',  except  those  given  in 
cases  of  apprenticeship. 

Sect.  2.  No  person  bound  to  labor  in  any  other 
slate,  shall  be  hired  to  labor  in  this  state,  except 
within  the  tract  reserved  fin*  the  salt  works  near 
Shawneetown;  nor  even  at  that  pdace  for  a  longer 
period  than  one  year  at  any  onetime;  nor  shall  it  be 
allowed  there  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  five:  anv  violation  of  this  article 
shall  effect  the  em.mcipation  of  such  person  from  his 
obligation  to  service. 

Sect.  3  Each  and  every  person  wiio  has  been 
bound  to  service  bv  contr.ict  or  indenture  in  virtue 
of  the  1,1  \\  s  of  the  Illinois  Territory  heretofore  exist- 
ing, and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  same, 
without  fraud  or  collusion,  shall  beheld  to  a  specific 
performance  of  their  contracts  or  indentures;  and 
such  negroes  and  mulattoes  as  iiave  been  registered 
in  conformity  with  the  aforesaid  laws,  shall  serve 
out  the  time  appointed  by  said  laws;  provided  how- 
ever, that  the  children  hereafter  boni  of  such  per- 
sons, negroes  or  mulattoes,  shall  become  free,  the 
males  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  vears,  and  fem.iles  at 
the  age  ot  eighteen  years.  Each  and  every  chad 
l)orn  of  indented  parents,  shall  be  entered  with  the 
clei'lc  oi  the  county  in  wh  ch  they  reside,  by  their 
owners,  within  six  months  after  the  birth  of  said 
child. 

ARTICLE  VU. 
Sect.  1.  Whenever  two-thii-ds  of  the  general  as- 
sembly shall  think  it  necessary  to  alter  or  amend  this 
constitution,  they  shall  recommend  to  the  electors 
at  the  next  elec'ion  of  members  ti>  the  general  as- 
sembly to  vote  for  or  ag.dnst  i  convention;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  that  a  majori.y  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
state,  voting  for  representatives,  have  voted  for  a 
CTo  be  conchuled  in  next  numbeT.J 
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(Ij="The  original  matter  Is  tlirowii  back  to  pre- 
serve the  continuity  of  the  constitution  of  Illinoi.s. 


convention,  thegenerul  itssembly  shall,  at  their  next 
session,  call  a  convention,  to  consist  of  as  many  mem- 
bers as  there  may  be  in  the  general  assembly;  to  be 
chosen  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same  place,  and 
by  tlie  same  electors  that  choose  the  general  aa-em- 
"  bly,  and  which  convention  shall  meet  witliin  three 
months  after  the  said  election,  for  the  purpose  of 
of  revising,  altering  or  amending  this  constitution. 
ARTICLE  VIII. 
That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles  of 
liberty  and  free  government  may  be  recognized  and 
and  unalterably  establislied,  we  dkclauk. 

Sect.  1.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  indefeiK 
sible  rights;  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and 
defending  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquiring,  possess- 
ing and  protecting  properly  and  reputation,  and  of 
pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

Sect.  2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people, 
and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  tiieir  autho- 
rity and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and  happi- 
nesd. 

Sect.  3.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  vvorsliip  Ahiiighty-God  according  to  the 
tlictates  of  their  own  consciences;  that  no  man  can 
of  I'ight  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or  support  any 
place  of  worsliip,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  ag-ainst 
Ills  consent;  tiiat  no  human  authority  can  in  any  case 
whatever  control  or  interfere  v/ith  the  ri-lits  of  con- 
science; and  that  no  preference  bliall  ever  be  given 
by  law  to  any  religious  establishments  or  modes  of 
worship. 

Sect.  4.  That  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  requir- 
ed as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  un- 
der this  state. 

&'c<.  5.  Tliat  elections  shall  be  fvee  and  equal. 
Sect.  6.  That  tiie  riglit  of  the  trial  by  jury  shall 
remain  inviolate. 

Sect,  7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers  and  possessions  from  unrea- 
(^onable  searches  and  seizures;  and  that  general  war- 
rants wherebyan  officer  may  be  commanded  to  search 
suspected  places  without  evidence  of  tlie  fact  com- 
mitted, or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons  not  named, 
whose  offences  are  not  particularly  described  and 
supported  by  evidence,  are  dangi;rous  to  libertv,  and 
©light  not  to  be  granted. 

Sect.  8.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  Imprisoned  or 
disseizedof  his  freehold,  liberties  or  privileges,  or 
outlawed  or  exiled,  or  in  any  maimer  deprived  of  his 
life,  liberty  or  propert.y,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  the  law  of  tlie  land.  And.all  lands  which 
have  been  granted  as  a  common  to  the  inhabit  mis  of 
any  town,  hanrilet,  village  or  coi-poraiion,  by  any  per- 
son, body  politic  or  corporate,  or  by  any  government 
iiaving  power  to  make  such  grant,  sljuil  forever  re- 
mam  common  to  theinliabitants  of  suc!i  town,  liam- 
let,  village  or  corporation:  and  the  said  commons 
shall  not  be  leased,  sold  or  divided  under  any  pre- 
tence wliatever:  Provided,  however,  tliat  nothing  in 
this  section  siiall  be  so  construed  as  to  eifcctthe 
commons  of  C^diokia  or  Prairie  Dupont:  Provided 
also  that  the  general  assembly  shall  have  power  and 
iuUiority  to  grant  the  Eame  privilege*  to  theinhabi. 
V'Ji.  XV. 7. 


tants  of  the  siid  villur^es  ofCahokia  and  Prairie  DH* 
pont  as  are  hereby  granted  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  other 
towns,  hamlets  and  villages. 

Sect.  9.  That  in  rdl  criminal  prosecutions,  the  ac- 
cused hath  aright  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  .Coun- 
sel; to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusa- 
tion against  him;  to  meet  t!ie  witness  face  to  face; 
to  ha\e  compulsory  process  to  compel  t'ae  attendance 
of  witnesses  in  his  favour.  And  in  prosecutions  by 
indictment  or  information,  a  speedy  public  trial  by 
an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage:  and  that  he  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  give  evideiice  against  himself. 

Sect-  10.  That  no  person  shall  for  any  indictable 
oflfence  be  proceeded  against  ci-iminally  by  in  forma- 
tion, except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  nav.d  for- 
ces, or  the  militia  wiicn  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger,  by  le.ive  of  the  courts,  for  op- 
pression or  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Sect,  11.  No  person  shall  for  the  same  offence  hri 
twice  put  In  jeopardy  of  his  life  or  limb;  nor  .^'lall 
any  man's  property  be  taken  or  apphed  to  public 
use,  without  the  consentof  his  representatives  in  the 
general  assembly,  nor  without  just  compensation 
being  made  to  him. 

Sect.  12.  Every  person  within  this  state  ougllt  to 
find  a  certain  remedy  in  the  lav.'*,  for  all  injuries  of 
wi-ongs  which  he  may  receive  in  his  person,  properly 
or  chviracter;  he  ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice 
freely  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it, 
completely  and  without  denial,  promptly  and  with' 
out  delay,  conformably  to  the  laws. 

.SVr.  13.  That  all  pe'rsons  shall  be  bailable  by 
safiicient  sureties,  unless  for  capital  offences^  where 
the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great;  and 
the  privilege  of  th/,  writ  of  hai/eas  corpus  i]\o.\\  :iot 
be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  m.ay  require  it. 

Sec.  14.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned'  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence:  the  true  design  of  all  pu- 
nishments being  to  reform  not  to  exterminate  man- 
kind. 

Sec.  15.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt, 
unless  upon  refusal  to  deliver  up  his  estate  for  th« 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  ss  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law,  or  in  cases  where  there  is  strong 
presumption  of  fraud. 

Sec.  16.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  lav/  im- 
pairing the  validity  of  contraals,  shall  ever  be  made; 
and  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood 
or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Sec.  17.  That  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be 
transported  out  of  this  state  for  any  offence  com- 
mitted within  thesttme. 

Sec  18.  That  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  government  is  abso- 
lutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liber- 
ty- 

Sec.  19.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  assem- 
ble together  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  consult  for 
their  common  good,  to  instruct  their  represent;!.' 
lives,  and  to  apply  to  the  general  assembly  for  re- 
dress  of  grievances. 

Sec  20.  That  the  mode  of  levying  a  tax  shall  b? 
by  valuation,  so  that  every  person  shall  pay  a  tax 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  properly  lie  o': 
she  hfts  in  his  orbev  posssssion. 
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iS'd'c-  51.  Tltat  there  shall  be  no  other  banks  or 
monied  insiitulions  in  this  state  but  those  already 
provided  i)y  !a\v,  except  a  state  hank  and  its 
branches,  which  may  be  established  and  regulated 
by  the  genera!  assembly  of  tlie  state  as  they  may 
thir.k  proper. 

Sc.  22.  Tlie  printing'  presses  shall  be  free  to 
every  person  who  iindertakes  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings oF  the  jjeneral  assembly  or  of  any  bjaisch 
nf  government;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to 
rrstrain  tlie  right  thereof.  Tlie  free  communica- 
tion of  thoughts  and  oj)inipns  is  one  of  the  invalu- 
l>lc  rijfh's  of  man,  and  every  citizen  may  freely 
Rpeak,  v/rite  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  le- 
sponsible  for  the  abuse  of  tint  liberty. 

Sec.  23.  In  prosecutions  fir  the  puolication  of 
papers,  investigating  the  ofiicial  conduct  of  officers, 
or  of  men  acting  in  a  public  capacity,  or  wliere  the 
inat'er  published  is  proper  for  public;  infoi'mation, 
l!ie  truth  t'acreof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And 
in  all  indictments  for  libeW.,  the  jury  shall  have  the 
right  of  determining  both  the  law  and  the  fact, 
under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

SCHEDULE. 

See.  I.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the 
change  of  a  territorial  to  a  perrnanent  state  go- 
vernment, it  is  declared  by  tiie  convention  that  all 
j-ights,  suits,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims  and  con- 
tracts, both  as  it  respects  individual,  and  bodies 
corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had  taken 
place  in  this  government,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  now 
in  force. 

St.  2.  All  fmes,  penalties  and  forfeitures  due 
and  owing  to  the  territory  of  Illinois,  shall  enure 
to  the  use  of  the  state.  All  bonds  executed  to  the 
governor,  or  to  any  other  officer,  in  his  official  capa- 
city in  the  territory,  shall  pass  over  to  the  gover- 
nor or  to  the  officers  of  tlie  state,  by  him  or  by  them 
to  be  respectively  assigned  over  to  the  use  of  those 
concerned,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  3.  No  sheriff  or  collector  of  public  monies 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  state,  until 
they  have  paid  over,  according  to  law,  all  monies 
which  they  may  have  collected  by  virtue  of  their 
respective  offices. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county 
three  county  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
transacting  all  county  business,  whose  time  of  ser- 
vice, power  and  duties,  shall  be  regulated  and  de- 
fin'  d  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  The  governor,  secretary  and  judges  and 
all  otiier  officers  under  the  territorial  government, 
shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their 
respeclive  <lepariments  until  tlie  said  officers  are 
superseded  under  the  authority  of  this  constitution. 

Sac  6.  Tlie  governor  of  this  state  shall  make 
use  of  his  private  seal,  until  a  state  seal  shall  be 
provided. 

Sec.  7-  Tlie  oaths  of  office  herein  directed  to  be 
taken,  may  be  administered  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace  until  the  general  assembly  shall  otherwise 
direc  . 

Sec.  8.  Until  the  first  census  shall  betaken,  as 
direr  e-l  by  this  constnution,  the  county  of  Aladi- 
so:i  shall  be  entitled  to  one  senator  and  three  repre- 
sentativ's;  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  to  one  senator 
and  I'lrce  representatives;  the  county  of  Bond,  to 
onv  s.^nator  and  one  representative;  the  county  of 
V/ashington,  t'>  one  senaio"  and  one  representative; 
the  county  ot  Monroe,  to  one  senator  and  one  re- 
p!'escni:ative;  vise  county  of  Ifandolpb,  10  one  sena- 
tor and  two  representatives;  the  county  of  Jackson 
to  one  senator  and  one  representative;  the  counties 


of  Johnson  and  Franklin  to  form  one  senatorial  dis- 
trict, and  to  be  entitled  to  one  senator,  and  each 
county  to  one  representative;  the  county  of  Union, 
to  one  senator  and  two  representatives;  the  county 
of  Pope,  to  one  senator  and  two  representatives; 
the  county  of  Gallatin,  to  one  senator  and  three  re- 
presentatives; the  county  of  White  to  one  senator 
and  three  representatives;  the  county  of  Edwards, 
to  one  senator  and  two  representatives;  and  the 
county  of  Crawford,  to  one  senator  and  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

Ssc.  9.  The  president  of  the  convention  shall 
issue  writs  of  election,  directed  to  the  several  she- 
riffs of  tlie  several  couniics,  or  in  case  of  the  ab- 
sence or  disability  of  any  sheriff,  then  to  the  de- 
puty sheriff,  -xv.d  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disabili- 
ty of  the  deputy  sheriff,  then  such  writ  to  be  di- 
rected to  the  coroner,  requiring  them  to  cause  an 
election  to  be  held  for  governor,  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, representative  to  the  present  congress  of  the 
United  State?,  and  members  to  the  geiicral  assem- 
bly and  sherifis  and  coroners  in  the  respective 
counties,  such  election  to  commence  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  September  next,  and  to  contmue  for 
that  and  the  two  succeeding  days;  and  which  elec- 
tion shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  existing  election  laws  of  the  Illinois  territo- 
ry; and  the  said  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
members  of  the  general  assembly,  sheriffs  and  co- 
roners, then  duly  elected,  shall  continue  to  exer- 
cise the  duties  of  ttieir  respective  offices  for  the 
time  prescribed  by  this  constitution,  and  until  their 
successor  or  successors  are  qualified,  and  no  lon- 
ger. 

Sec.  10.  An  auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attor- 
ney general,  and  such  other  officers  for  the  state  as 
may  be  necessary,  may  be  appointed  by  the  gene- 
ral assembly;  whose  duties  may  be  regulated  by 
law. 

Sec.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general 
assembly  to  enact  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper  to  prevent  the  practice  of  duelling. 

Sec.  12.  All  white  male  inhabitants  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  actual  resi- 
dents of  this  state  at  the  signing  of  this  constitution, 
sliall  have  a  right  to  a  vote  at  the  election  to  be 
held  on  the  third  Thursday  and  the  two  following 
days  of  September  next. 

Sec.  13.  I'he  seat  of  government  for  the  state  shall 
be  at  Kaskaskia,  until  the  general  assembly  shall 
otherwise  provide.  The  general  assembly,  at  their 
first  session  holden  under  the  authority  of  this  con- 
stitution, shall  petition  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  grant  to  this  state  a  quantitj'  of  land,  to 
consist  of  no;  more  more  than  four,  nor  less  than 
one  section,  or  to  give  to  this  s'ate  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the  said  quantity 
of  land.  Tiie  said  land  lo  be  situate  on  thelvas-' 
kaskia  river,  and  as  near  as  may  be,  east  of  the 
third  principal  merediaii  on  said  river.  Should  the 
prayer  of  such  petition  be  granted,  the  general  as- 
sembly, at  their  next  session  thereafter,  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  five  commissioners  to 
make  the  the  selection  of  said  laud  so  granted;  and 
shall  further  provide  ibr  laying  out  a  town  upon 
the  land  so  selected;  which  town,  so  laid  out,  shall 
be  the  seat  of  government  of  this  state  for  the 
term  of  twenty  years.  Should,  however,  the  prayer 
of  said  petition  not  be  granted,  the  general  assem- 
bly shall  have  po-«er  to  make  such  provision  for  r 
permanent  seat  of  governmenc  as  may  be  necessary, 
aiid  shall  fix  the  same  where  tlicy  may  think  best.    . 

Sec.  14.  Any  pjrson  of  thirty  years  of  age,  who 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  resided 
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within  the  limits  of  this  state  two  years  next  i)rc- 
rediDgliis  ejection,  shnU  be  eligible  to  ihp  office  of 
JioutenaiU  pfovernor — «iiy  thing  in  the  thirteenth 
section  of  the  third  article  of  this  constitution  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

DoxE  in  convention  ai  Kaskaskia,  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  AiiafMst,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ore 
lliousand  eig-ht  liundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  tlic 
forty-third. 

I^  TKsriMovr  wheueof,  v/e  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed our  n:tmps. 

JESSE  R.  THOMAS,  presiri-'vt 
of  the  conventimi,  mul  repreninitnt'.Tn 

from  the  co'in/t/  of  Xt.  Clair. 
St.  Cltiir  County,  Monroe  County. 

John  Me'^se-iper,  Qaldwell  Cams, 

James  Lfinen,  jr.  Enoch  Moore. 

Ranrhlph  County,  Pope  County, 

Heorge  Fisher,  Samuel  Omelveny, 

Klias  Kent  K'me.  Hamlet  Ferguson. 

JMinlisnTi  County,  J.tcfcuoii    County, 

15.  Steplienson,  Conrad  Will, 

Joseph  Biirrougl),  James  IIall,jr. 

Abraham  Prickett.  Crawford    Comity, 

Gallatin   County,         Joseph  Ritchell, 
^lichael  Jones,  Ed.  N."t"ullom. 

Leonard  White,  Jiond  County. 

Adolplnis  F.  Hubbard.     Thos.  Kirkpwtrick, 
Jihnson  County,  Samuel  fi.  Morse. 

IIez?kiali  West,  Uninn  County, 

William  M'Fatrid.;-e.  AVilliam  Echols. 

EdiL'iirds  County,         John  AVhiteukfr. 
Seth  fi  rd,  Wnshinsrtnn  County. 

Levi  Compton.  Andrew  iiardcson. 

Ji  kite   County,  Fninklin  County. 

"Willis  Hargrave,  Tsham  Hwi-rison, 

William   M'Henry.  Thomas  I?obert9. 

[attest,]  WnXl am  C.  « . IlKENlIl'. 

S(  cretary  to  the  Convention. 


^^Give  us  the  names,  sirl'' 

I  recollect  to  have  been  in  tiie  gallery  of  the  house 
f)f  representatives  of  the  U.  Su'es,  s-everal  years 
ago,  when  that  supreme  fraud,  the  Vazoo  sp>ci^i.a- 
Tiox,  vyas  under  discission.  Mr.  John  Randolph 
had  moved  for  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  claimants, 
under  the  belief  that  sonie  of  his  fellow  members 
Vfre  loglslatiiig  on  their  own  cause.  His  motion 
Was  rejected,  and  the  indignant  orator,  so  fi.rus  my 
memory  selves  me,  expressed  himself  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport: 

"Let  no  man  speak  to  me  of  the  innncency  of 
these  clr.imunis — the  honest  man  has  no  reason  to 
conceal  his  name.  By  the  vote  just  takeji,  we 
have  a  right  to  believe  that  ilie  ciaimaiU  besi. 
known  to  u^  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  association: 
I  mean  Gideon  Granger,  postmaster  general  of  the 
^Jnited  Sl.Me.s — a  man  tliat  would  stretch  his  giant 
arms  from  lake  P-iie  to  the  bay  of  Mobile;  and, 
grasping  all  between  them,  still  sigh  f -r  a  fm-- 
ther  extent  of  speculation.  Give  us  the  names, 
sir' — or  abandon  all  pretentions  to  the  i.mocency  ol 
claimants  under  an  act  of  acknowledged  perjury 
and  undeniable  fraud."* 

The  prodigality  with  which  acts  of  incorporation 
have   been  granted  to   bankuig  and  o  her   money 
making  ins-Uutions  in  the    United   Stales,  is  now 


_*Wit!i  the  justice  or  iujusiice  of  ,Mr  Il's  denun 
cjation  we  l-.ave  nothing  to  do— the  case  is  alluded 
to  on  account  of  iU'^  prlnriplf  winch  he.  contendi^d 
for 


about  to  receive  its  punisliment  much  after  the 
manner  in  which  a  professed  drunkard  is  cured, 
when  he  cannot  get  any  more  rum;  producing  great 
lassiuide,  if  not  t.'rininal  ing  in  death.  Thi-:  indeed, 
is  the  natural  opf  ration  of  almost  every  thing,  good 
or  bad,  if  used  to  excess.  "Experience  is  a  lear 
sctiool,,  hiir  children  uid  fools  will  not  be  taiight  ia 
any  othei;"  and  it  seems  very  probable  that  expe- 
rience has  nearly  convinced  the  people  of  a  radical 
error  in  graniing  such  8c\s  of  incorporation  at  all. 
ExcUiiive  privi/<'i;es  always  were,  and  forever  must 
remain  to  be,  an  opp;ession  on  tlie  people.  It  is 
impossible  that  equal  I'ights  can  exist  when  asso- 
riatiiirs  of  indivi  luals  are  irresponsible  to  the  same 
law*  'A'hich  govern  even  the  2Hf//r7V.'7<(j/s  of  such  as- 
sociations; and  it  is  violently  unjust  that  whilst  all 
that  I  have  m»y  be  taken  from  me  for  the  payment 
of  my  debts,  tbat  others,  securi-d  by  an  act  of  incor- 
poraUon,  m.ay  be  equally  bankrupt,  and  yet  suffer 
the  loss  of  only  a  small  part  of  their  property. — 
And  what  right  is  there  in  a  state  to  give  a  credit 
to  anonymous  associations,  which  it  refuses  to  well- 
known  individuais?  The  matter  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  rightfully  considered — or  the  "paper 
system"  never  would  have  reached  its  late  alarm- 
ing and  ruinous  extent.  I  call  all  our  incorporated 
money-making  manufictories  "anonymous,"  in  all 
tlieir  variety — from  the  great  mammoth  \\hich  was 
to  equalize  the  exchange,  down  to  the  most  pitiful 
things  that  ever  disgraceil  a  country  by  issues  of 
r«gs,— because, though  when  the  act  of  incorporatioa 
is  prayed  for  the  names  of  a  few  persons  are  known 
as  it  advocates,  all  of  them  may  be  changed  in  one 
hour  af;er  the  act  is  passed,  and  forever  thereafter, 
(with  a  lew  solitary  exceptions),  remain  a  secret  to 
the  world;  vet  requiring  to  be  confided  in  on  account 
of such  incorporauon! 

By  the  23rd  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  enacted,  "that  it  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful  for 
a  committee  of  either  bouse  of  congress,  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  bjoks  and  examine 
into  the  proceediugs  of  the  corporation,  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  charter  have  been  by  the  same  violated  or  not," 
&c.  Such  an  examiuatiou  of  the  books  includes  m 
iiself  a  right  to  take  copies  of  any  and  of  all  of  them, 
or  the  provision  is  a  nullity.  Now,  if  a  committee 
wtre  raised  at  the  ensuing  session  of  congress — a 
committee  of  honest  men,  as  resolved  to  perform  as 
capable  of  doing  their  duty,  to  make  out  lists  of 
the  original  subscribers  to  the  bank  with  an  ac- 
count of  their  respective  residences  and  number 
of  shares  taken,  together  with  such  a  list  of  stock- 
holders as  they  stood  on  the  lut  day  of  .hilu  list, — 
exhibiting  also,  the  manner  in  which,  or  by  what 
meuDs,  the  several  instalments,  on  the  stock  aHixed 
to  their  names,  were  paid  for— adding  to  the  wholn 
a  list  of  persons  who  had  accommodaiions  ofagreat- 
er  amount  than  50,000  dollars*— the  people  would 
at  once  see  the  le.gth  and  breadth,  the  height  and 
depth  of  the  speculation:-)-  and  be  enabled  toffiitaa 

*,\n  intelligent  and  respectable  gentleman — 
who  had  an  opportunity  to  know  the  tiutb  of  what 
he  st^tc--,  has  infurmed  me  by  a  letter  received  this 
morning,  that  four  of  the  directors  of  one  of  the 
bivnches  had  helped  themselves  to  more  than  a 
fourtli  part  of  all  'the  money  loaned  by  that  branch! 

-[■While  the  M.ssissippi  bubble  was  up  in  France, 
a  fellow  one  day  told  a  lord  that  he  could  not  strve 
lijm  any  longer  as  his  coachman.  The  lordgot  an- 
gry, and  severely  remonsir»(ed  against  his  leaving 
iiitn  until  he  iiad  a  chanc<-  of  supplying  bis  place. 
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why  some  are  so  oppressed  by  this  grand  iniquity.^ 
But  a  purpose  yet  more  important  would  be  ac- 
complished— ^ae  might  then  see,  -wfien  a  member  of 
congress  voted  about  the  bank,  how  much  was  the  va- 
i^vi.  of  his  vote;  and  it  might  prevent  some  from 
committing  acts  of  moral  perjury. 

Aiid  why  should  not  such  lists  of  the  stockhol- 
ders ofaWthe  banks  be  published aniiually?  If  the 
aflfuirs  of  these  inslitutions  are  properly  managed — 
if  they  are  based  on  solid  c;ipitals — if  the  stockhol- 
ders are  men  who  really  desire  to  lend  insti^ad  of 
to  borrow  money,  would  they  not  be  benefitted  by 
a  demonstration  of  it,  before  the  public  reason? — 
if  otherwise,  how  can  they  deserve  the  public  con- 
fidence? As  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ceiving the  government  deposits,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  know  who  are  they  to  whom  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  their  money  is  confided; — and  as  to  the  local 
banks,  v/e  have  just  the  same  right  in  regard  to 
them  before  we  credit  their  notes.  And  an  exer- 
cise of  this  right  is  imperatively  called  f)r  by  the 
nature  of  things,  which  has  jjvessed  bank  notes 
upon  tis  a  circulating  medium.  I'ersons  in  business 
ri(?ino^refu8e  to  take  them  at  discretion — at  present, 
'i'hey  are  forced  to  receive  many  that  they  do  not 
approve  of. 

I  am  Inclined  to  believe  that  if  these  remarks  are 
fluly  considered,  most  persons  will  agree  i;.  the  ex- 
pediency of  giving  eflect  to  tht-m.  No  possible 
injury  can  result  from  it  to  honest  banks,  and 
hH  will  say  that  the  dishonest  ones  ought  to  be 
destroyed. 

Now  the  banks,  themselves,  act  reversely  to  this 
— they  demand  of  mercantile  firms,  dealing  with 
them,  the  names,  at  full  length,  of  all  persons  con- 
cerned in  such  firms — that  each  may  be  he'd  re- 
sponsible, in  his  individual  capacity,  for  bills  or 
notes  issued  by  the  firm. 

The  only  safety  for  the  people  against  the  en- 
croachments of  monied  institutions  upon  their  na- 
tural and  unalienable  rights,  is  in  an  equality  of 
responsibility.  I  think  that  this  has  become  so  self- 
evident  to  all  reflecting  men,  through  the  terrible 
effects  cf  the  paper-system,  that  very  few  acts  cf 
incorporation,  with  money-making  or  oiher  monopo 
lizhig  powers,  will  hereaftf  r  be  granted  by  our  le- 
gislatures, let  "Che  pretext  for  them  be  what  it  may. 
Their  priiiciple  is  erroneous,  and  their  operation 
ruinous  to  the  morals,  as  well  as  destructive  of  the 
rights  of  society.  But,  in  respect  to  those  already 
existing,  somethiug  ought  to  be  done;  as  well  to  re- 
vive the  public  confidence  in  such  us  deserve  to  en- 
joy it,  as  to  put  down  tliose  whose  practices  tire 
repugnant  to  the  public  safety — fur  1  believe  there 
are  many  banks  whichl  iterally  deserve  l!ie  name  of 
l^al  coniUe'feiters  of  money.  Happily,  the  legislature 


•'1  considered  that,  my  lord,"  said  tlie  fellow — 
"and  that  you  might  i!oi  be  disobliged,  have  brought 
tvith  me  three  coachmen  tahich  I  hired  fir  wyself  \W\si 
morning,  dut  you  might  have  t!ie  choice  of  theni!" 
The  above  is  said  to  be  a  matter  of  absolute  f^ict; 
— it  is  certain  that  it  cannot  be  considered  as  very 
extraordinary  in  the  history  of  the  Mississippi 
scheme.  Some  fortunes  were  as  easily  and  almost 
as  suddenly  made  by  the  eslablislinient  cf  the  Unit- 
ed Spates  bank. 

^We  always  desire  "to  hold  t!ie  scales  evcH;" 
and  must  ihei-efore  say,  ihat  some  of  the  com- 
phiints  agdinst  'he  United  States  bunk  are  unjust 
— the  local  b-rnks  which  ow*:  money  to  it,  ought  to 
pay  ihejr  debts  befjre  tliey  grumble  at  it — and  if 
they  cannot  pay  sucli  deb's  wi^.n  reasonably  requir- 
ei,  they — ought  to  "shut  up  shop." 


of  the  United  States  and  of  several  ofthe  states,  have 
reserved  a  power  over  those  institutions  which 
may,  perhaps,  effect  the  former  or  the  latter  pur- 
pose. 

In  our  next  article  on  banking,  we  propose  to  con- 
sider the  results  which  must  inevitably  attend 
upon  the  establishment  of  a  paper  currency,  as  a  le- 
ffal  tender — which  now  seems  to  be  the  fondest  wish 
of  speculators.  I  cannot  apprehend  the  adoption  of 
a  measure  more  injurious  to  the  people  at  large — 
better  calculated,  indeed  and  in  truth,  to  raise  up  a 
breed  of  rag  barons  and  depress  the  poor — to  erect 
palaces  and  build  poor  houses,  than  such  an  abo- 
minable and  outrageous  project,  at  a  time  like  this. 


President  Adams'  Correspondence. 

Qidncy,  Sept.  -29th,  1818. 

Mn.  NitES, — Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  print  in 
your  Kegister,  the  inclosed  original  letter  from  Mr. 
Ilodney  and  the  copy  of  my  answer.  As  I  never 
saw  this  gentleman  and  know  his  name  only  by 
newspaper  fame,  his  letter  was  as  unexpected  to 
me  as  if  it  had  fallen  from  the  morning  star.  I 
have  his  explicit  permission  to  publish  it,  and  am 
ambitious  that  my  name  should  descend  to  poste- 
rity in  friendly  company  with  his.  1  pray  you  to 
return  me,  Mr.  Rodney's  original  letter,  for  Ihavp 
no  means  of  multiplying  copies. 

A  note  in  your  loth  volume  has  diverted  me  so 
much,  that  it  has  provoked  me  to  send  you  half  a 
dozen  sermons  of  Dr.  Mayhew,  upon  "passive  obe- 
dience  " 

I  had  hoped  thattliis  tory  doctrine  was  become 
unfashionable.  I;i  France,  it  cannot  be  ^evi^ied< 
The  clergy  have  renounced  it.  When  the  comte  D' 
Estaigne  in  the  assembly  of  notables,  said  that  he 
believed  in  the  divine  right,  and  sacred  inviolable 
character  of  kings,  the  bishop  of  Langres,  a  duke 
and  peer  who  had  assisted  at  the  consecration  ot* 
Louis  tlie  sixteenth  at  Rheims,arose  and  said,  "nous 
ne  disnns  plus  cela."  But  I  find  France  is  more 
liberal  than  Eigland.  In  the  first  volume  of  bishop 
Horsely's  sermons,  page  66,  you  will  find  these 
words,  "toe  peaceablb  submission  of  tile  sub- 
ject TO  TUK  WOHST  OF  KINBS,  IS  ONK  OF  THE  MOST 
rEBE.VI'TOIlY  PnECEPTS   OF  CHllISTIA^ilTY." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Wilminj;ton,  Del.  Sep.  6th,  1818. 

HEAn  sill, — The  perusal  of  your  letter  to  judge 
Tii(!or,  published  in  a  late  number  of  that  valuable 
work,  Niles'  llegister,  has  given  me  great  pleasure 
.and  satisfaction.  You  have  dor<e  justice  to  depart- 
ed worth,  by  rescuing  from  oblivion,  the  conduct 
and  character  of  one  ofthe  earliest  and  ablest  de- 
fenders of  American  rights  and  liberties.  The  me- 
mory of  the  illustrious  James  0*.is,  too  long  ne- 
glected, will  be  thus  transmitted  to  posterity.  You 
could  not  liave  bequeathed  them  a  more  valuable 
legacy.  He  was  a  rare  example  of  splendid  ta- 
lents, fervent  patriotism  and  inflexible  integrity. 

From  my  youth,  I  have  been  t.^.ught  to  consider 
him  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  the  age. 
Among  the  papers  of  my  late  uncle,  Cxiar  Rodney, 
who  served  with  him  in  the  stamp  act  congress, 
I  have  seen  several  of  his  letters,  which  did  him 
infinite  honor.  This  measure,  was,  perhaps,  the 
offspring  of  his  penetrating  mind,  for  it  originated 
in  tjie  house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts, 
who  recommended,  unanimously,  the  time  and 
place  of  their  meeting.  How  often  have  I  listened 
to  tlie  ei'.comiunis  pronounced  on  his  eloquent 
speeches  delivered  in  that  illustrious  body,  of 
wliich  he  was  the  pride  and  the  principul  ornament. 
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The  late  governor  McKean,  under  whose  auspi- 
ces I  was  educated,  and  who  was  the  last  surviving 
member  of  that  congress,  has  frequently  spoken 
to  me,  in  terms  of  the  highest  admiration,  of  his 
conduct. 

It  was  in  this  assembly  of  firm  and  faithful  patri- 
ots, that  the  foundation  ot  our  liberty  was  laid. 
Yet  strange  to  tell,  some  years  before  Mr.  M'Kean's 
death,  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  "Almon's  Re- 
membrancer" to  print  an  imperfect  sketch  of  their 
proceedings.  A  few  months  after,  he  enquired  of 
me,  whether  I  had  not,  an  authentic  copy  of  their 
journal  in  my  possession;  and  upon  being  informed 
that  I  had,  he  desired  it  might  be  published,  as  he 
knew  of  no  other  in  existence.  In  compliance  with 
Lis  wish,  this  was  done  in  Niles'  Register  for  1812, 
No.  47  and  48. 

In  various  papers  in  my  possession,  I  find  this 
distinguished  character  (James  Otis)  respectfully 
mentioned.  In  a  pamphlet  originally  published  in 
London,  and  reprinted  in  Philadelphia  in  ihe  year 
1774,  entitled  "a  true  state  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  the  province 
of  .VIp.ssachuselts  bay,"  it  is  stated,  that  "Air.  Ro- 
binson one  of  the  commissioners  who  had  attempt- 
ed to  assassinate  Mr.  O.is,  was  dispatched  to  En- 
gland." 

My  late  father,  Thomas  Rodney,  with  whom  as 
well  as  Csesar  Rodney,  you  must  have  been  ac- 
quaited,  in  the  old  congress,  has  left  the  following 
note  in  tlie  margin  of  that  page,  in  the  first  edition 
of  Ramsay's  history  of  the  revolution,  in  which  the 
author  briefly  notices  the  stamp  act  congress. 
"  Phe  historian  passes  bj'  this  congress,  in  a  very 
light  manner.  It  was  in  this  co.ngress  that  James 
Otis,  of  Hoston,  displayed  that  light  and  knowledge 
ofthe  great  interests  of  America,  which  shining 
like  the  sun,  illumined  those  who  afterwards  ap- 
peared with  lustre  in  our  political  hemisphere, 
Mr.  Otis  was,  subsequently,  injured  in  his  mind  by 
a  blow  from  .Mr.  Robinson,*  onepf  tlie  board  of  com- 
missioners at  Boston;  but  he  lived  until  the  revolu- 
tion." 

How  has  it  happened  that  such  claims  to  dis- 
tinction have  been  overlooked,  and  that  in  the  Ame- 
ricun  gallery  of  portraits  we  have  not  long  since 
beheld  a  faithful  likeness  ofthe  original? 

My  habitual  veneration  for  the  cliaracters  of  all 
our  old  patriots,  will,  I  hope,  furnish  an  apology 
fur  this  intrusion. 

Your's  very  respectfully, 

CJESAR  A.  RODNEY. 
Qiiijici/,  September  13th,  1818, 

DEAii  sill, — You  cannot  imagine  how  much  you 
have  obliged  me  by  your  kind  letter  of  the  6th. 

I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  your  uncle 
Cxsar  Rodney,  who  under  the  constant  pressure  of 
illhpalth,  preserved  a  clear  understanding  and  a 
firmness,  a  steadiness  and  inflexibility  of  heart, 
equal  to  any  statesman  I  have  known.  He  was 
pleased  to  be  very  social  and  familiar  with  me,  and 
there  was  no  topic  on  which  he  delighted  more  to 
descant  than  on  the  character  of  Mr.  James  Otis, 
and  Ills  conduct  in  what  you  call  the  stamp  act  con- 
gress, of  1765,  He  often  said  to  me,  that  "Mr. 
Oiis  was  the  best  speaker  and  the  greatest  states- 
man in  that  assembly;  the  greatest  master  of  every 
subject:  whenever  all  appeared  at  a  loss,  and  no 
man  pretended  to  have  any  information  on  a  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Otis  would  rise  and  explain  every  thing 
lo  the  satisfaction  of  all."  Mr.  McKean  has  often 
said  to  me  the  same  things  in  substance.  Your  let- 
f  I'  ——__^_^«__^___»___— __________ 

'  Written  "Williams,"  by  Mr.  Rodney.     j:r.  itJEc. 


er  sir,  is  to  me  a  pearl  of  great  price.  I  was  <;o  af- 
fected on  the  first  reading  ofit,  th^.t  I  thoii;^iit  of 
nothing  but  printing  it  the  nest  day.  Bi'.t  «eeing 
the  word  "private,"  I  dared  not  publish  it  witliout 
your  consent.  I  do  now  most  earnestly  t-^q'test 
your  permission  to  publish  it — totidem  li*eris  et 
numeri'^;  for  it  cannot  be  mended,  except  in  the 
word  Robinson  for  "Williams." 

To  renew  a  friendship  with  the  name  of  Rodney 
will  be  and  is  h  great  pleasure,  to  your  mot   obe- 
dient and  humble  servant,  J.  ADAMS. 
CcTsar  ^.  Rodney,  esq. 


FROM  THE  BOSTON  DAILT  ADVEnTISF.n. 

Qnincy,  Sept  18,  1813, 
The  English  doctrine  of  allegiance,  is  so  myste- 
rious, fabulous  and  enigmatical,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  derotT)p<jse  the  elements  of  which  it  is  com- 
pounded.— The  priests,  imder  the  Hebrew  econo- 
my, especially  the  sovereign  pontiffs,  were  anoint- 
ed with  consecrated  oil,  which  was  poured  upon 
their  heads  in  such  profusion,  that  it  rnn  down  tlieir 
beards,  and  they  were  thence  called  "the  Lord's 
anointed."  When  kings  were  permitted  to  be  in- 
troduced, they  were  anointed  in  the  same  ra  aim  er 
by  the  sovereign  pontifT,  and  they  too  were  r.:illed 
"the  Lord's  anointed."  When  the  pontiffs  of  Rome 
assumed  the  customs,  pomps  and  ceremonies  of 
the  Jewish  priesthood,  they  assumed  the  power  of 
consecr.tting  things,  by  the  same  ceremony  of  "holy 
oil."  The  pope  who,  as  vicar  of  God,  possessed  the 
whwle  globe  of  eartji  in  supreme  do.ninlon  and  ah. 
solute  properly,  possessed  also  the  power  of  send- 
ing the  Holy  tihost  wherever  he  pleased.  Tf> 
France  it  pleased  his  Iiollnrss  to  send  him  in  a  phi- 
al of  oil;  to  lllieims  h\  the  beak  of  a  dove.  I  huve 
not  hes.rd  'hat  my  friend  Louis  the  18th  has  been 
consecrated  atllheims  bythepouringonofthis  holy 
oil;  but  his  worthy  elder  brother,  Louis  16th,  was 
so  consecrated  at  a  vast  expense  of  ire'^sure  and 
ridicule.  Hoxv  the  holy  bottle  was  convfiyed  to 
England,  is  worth  enquiry.  But  there  it  is,  and  is 
used  at  every  coronation,  and  is  demurely,  if  not 
devoutly,  shewn  to  every  traveller  who  visits  the 
tower.  Thef.e  ideas  were  once  as  firmly  escablish- 
ed  in  England  as  they  were  in  Ro  ne;  and  no  small 
quantity  of  the  relics  of  them  remain  to  this  day. 
Hence  the  doctrines  ofthe  divine  rig^ht  of  kings, 
and  the  duties  in  subjects  of  unlimited  submission, 
passive  obedience  andnonresist.ince,  on  pain,  (Oh! 
how  can  I  write  it,)  of  eternal  dainnation.  T.hese 
doctrines  have  been  openly  and  boldly  asserted 
and  defended,  since  n-.y  memory,  in  the  town  cf 
Boston,  and  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  hy  persons  oi"' 
no  small  consideration  in  the  world,  v/hom  I  co\ild 
name,  but  I  will  not,  because  their  posterity  are 
much  softened  from  this  severity. 

This  indeliable  character  of  sovereignty  in  kings, 
and  obedience  in  subjects,  still  remains.  The  right? 
and  duties  are  inherent,  unalienable,  indefeasilile, 
indestructible  and  immortal.  Hence  the  riglit  of  a 
lieutenant  or  midshipman  of  a  British  man  of  war 
to  search  all  American  ships,  impress  eveiy  sea- 
man his  judgeship  shall  decree  by  law,  and  in  fact, 
to  be  a  subject  of  his  king,  and  compel  him  to  fii^h*, 
though  it  may  be  against  his  •'"itiier,  brotlier  orso;^ 
My  countrymen!  will  you  submit  tri  thes-;  misera- 
ble remnants  of  priestcraft  and  despotism. 

There  is  no  principle  of  law,  or  government,  that 
has  been  more  deliberately  or  more  solemnly  ad- 
judged in  Gi'at  Britain,  than  thai  allegiance  is  not 
due  to  the  king  in  his  ot^icial  capacity  or  political 
capacity,  but  merely  to  liis  per  sonal  capaci' y.  Al. 
legiance  to  parliaitent  is  no   where  found    in  En.- 
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glish,  Scotlis!)  or  British  laws.  Whnl  then  had 
o>ir  ancestors  to  do  with  parliament?  Nothing  more 
than  with  the  Jewish  sunhedrim,  or  Napoleon's  li- 
terary and  scientific  instiuite  at  Grand  Cairo.  They 
owed  no  alleg^iance  to  parliament,  as  a  whole,  or  iu 
part.  None  (o  the  house  ofjords,  as  a  branch  of  the 
lepi<;latTire,  nor  to  any  individual  peer  or  number  of 
individuals.  None  to  the  house  of  commons,  as  anoth- 
er brgncli,  nor  to  any  individual  commoner  or  group 
of  commoners.  They  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  na 
tion  any  more  than  the  nation  owed  to  them;  and 
tliey  had  as  good  and  clear  a  right  to  make  laws 
forEngl.tnd  as  the  peiple  cf  England  had  to  make 
laivs  for  them. 

What  right,  then,  lisd  king  .Tirr^es  the  first  to  the 
sovereignty,  dominion  o"  property  of  North  Ameri- 
ca.? No  more  than  king  Geor;^e  111.  lias  to  the 
Georgium  Sidua,  bec.nsc  Mr.  Hcrschell  discovered 
that  planet  in  his  reign.  His  only  color,  pretension 
or  pretext  is  this:  The  pope,  as  he^d  of  the  church, 
was  sovereign  oftJie  world.  Uvnrv  Ihe  eigh'.h  de- 
posed him,  became  head  of  the  cliurch  in  England 
Rnd  consequently  became  sovereign  master  jtnd  pro- 
prietor of  as  much  of  the  globe  as  he  could  grasp. 
A  group  of  iiis  nobles  hungered  for  immense  landed 
estates  in  America,  .and  obtnincd  fioin  his  auAsi  no- 
i,iNKss  a  large  tract.  But  it  was  useless  and  unpro 
Citable  to  them.  Tliey  must  have  planters  and  set- 
tlers. The  sincere  and  conscientious  Protestants 
had  been  driven  from  Engiaii  1  into  Holland,  Ger- 
many, Switzerland,  CIcneva,  Stc.  by  tiie  terrors  of 
fatdclis,  pillories,  croppings,  scourges,  imprison- 
ments, roastings  and  barnings,  under  Henry  the 
Kighth,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Jfln^es  the  First  and 
•Jharles  the  First.  The  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
the  council  of  Plymouth  wanted  settlers  for  tlieir 
lands  in  Ame  ica,  and  set  on  foot  a  negociation 
•with  the  persecuted  fugitive  religionists  abroad, 
promised  them  liberty  of  conscience,  exemption 
from  all  jurisdiction,  ecclesiasticfHl,  civil  and  politi- 
cal, except  allegiance  to  the  king,  pnd  the  tribute, 
3Tioder.i,te  surely,  of  one  fifth  of  gold  and  silver  ore. 
This  charter  was  procured  by  the  council  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  displayed  oHas  a  lure  to  the  persecuted, 
fugitive  Englishmen  abroad,  and  they  were  com- 
pletely taken  into  the  snare,  as  Charles  the  Second 
convinced  them  in  the  first  year  of  his  actual,  and 
the  twelfth  of  his  imaginary  reign.  Sir  Josiah  Child, 
enemy  as  he  was,  has  slated,  in  ilie  paragraphs  quot- 
ed from  him  in  a  former  letter,  fairly  and  candidly 
the  substance  of  these  facts. 

Our  ancestors  had  been  so  long  abroad,  that  they 
liad  acquired  comfortable  establishments,  especial- 
ly in  Holland,  tha'.  singular  region  of  toleration, 
that  glorious  asylum  for  persecuted  Hugunots  and 
Puritans;  that  country  where  priests  have  been 
eternally  worrying  one  another,  and  alternately 
teazing  the  government  to  persecute  their  anta- 
gonists, but  where  enlightened  statesmen  have 
conslUntly  and  intrepidly  resisted  their  wild  fana- 
ticism. 

The  first  charter,  the  charter  of  James  the  First, 
is  more  like  a  treaty  between  independent  sove- 
reigns, than  like  a  charter  or  grant  of  piirileges 
from  a  sovereign  to  his  subjects.  Our  ancestors 
were  tempted  by  the  prospect  and  promise  of  a 
j^overnment  of  their  own,  independent  in  religion, 
goveri;ment,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  every 
thing  else,  excepting  one  or  two  articles  of  trifling 
importance. 

Independence  of  English  cIuu-l'!  and  state  was 
the  fundamental  principle  of  the  first  colonization, 
has  been  its  general  principle  for  two  hundred 
je&rs,  and  now  I  hope  is  past  dispute. 


Who  then  was  the  author,  inventor,  discoverer 
of  independence.'  The  only  true  answer  must  be— 
the  first  emigrants,  and  the  proof  of  it  is  the  char- 
ter of  James  t)ve  First.  ^V'lJen  we  say  that  Otis, 
Ad«ms,  Mayhew,  Henry, |Lee,  JeiVerson,  &c.  were 
autliors  of  independence,  we  oagUt  to  say  they  were 
only  aftakeaers  and  revivers  of  the  original  fundar 
mental  principle  of  colonization. 

I  hope  soon  to  relieve  "you  from  the  trouble  of 
this  tedious  correspondence  with  your  humble  ser- 
vant, JOHN  ADAMS. 

Jud^e  Tudor. 


^<Travellei's  iu  America. '^ 

As  it  has  been  our  fortime  on  several  occasions, 
to  laugh  at  the  absurdities  or  reprehend  the  false- 
hoods of  many  Englishmen  pretending  to  publish 
accounts  of  what  they  had  seen  and  heard  i )  the 
United  States,  we  are  indeed,  glad  to  see  some  ex- 
tracts fro[Ti  a  little  work  entitled  "Letters  from  the 
Illinois"  ^-r'wXcn  by  an  honest  and  intellij^ent  gen- 
tleman, and  an  F'nglishman  to  boot:  we  mean  Mr. 
Brickbeck,  whose  late  settlement  on  the  waters  of 
the  Wabash  have  already  excited  much  attention. 
He  and  other  Englishmen,  of  the  old  fashioned  f-ort 
which  once  was  the  strength  and  glory  of  their  coun- 
try, have  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  in  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  it;  on  wliich  there  is 
row  collected  a  very  valuable  und  rapidly  increas- 
ing population  of  laboring  men,  to  add  to  the  wealth 
and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  republic. 

The  euitor  ofijie  wekkly  rkcusteu  has  had  the 
the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  two  or  three  g"en- 
tlemen  who  lately  arrived  from  Eugland  to  ynn 
Mr.  Brickheck;  who  made  certain  enquiries  of  him, 
and  very  frankly  and  with  much  ability,  answered 
such  as  were  put  to  them.  One  of  them,  a  mere 
farmer,  was  a  man  of  reading,  v/hose  remarks  were 
evidently  the  result  of  a  well  informed  and  reflec- 
tive  mind.  He  said  that,  possibly,  be  iiimself  might 
have  lived  out  his  days  in  England  without  actual 
want— -he  had  rented  a  large  tract  of  land,  but 
every  day  felt  more  and  more  n^^rrowed  in  his 
means  of  supporting  a  numerous  family  in  his  ac- 
customed manner;  and  that  it  was  !iis  solemn  con- 
viction, if  he  refused  to  emigrate,  th.-.t  one  half  of 
his  child}  en  must  become  paupers,  or  at  least  live 
most  miserably,  after  his  own  dece.-ise.  This  resol- 
ved him  to  seek  a  country  where  labor  was  reward- 
ed with  independence  and  comfort;  he  therefore 
collected  what  was  left  to  him,  and  with  it  and  his 
family,  had  just  arrived  in  searcbfof  happiness  in 
the  new  world. — intimating  that  he  expected  soon 
to  become  the  oimierof  a  large  andhigbly  improv- 
ed farm,  as  will  no  doubt  be  the  case  from  the  ac- 
coont  that  he  gave  of  his  family  so  much  beloved. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  preface  to 
Mr.  Birckbeck's  little  volume:— 

"It  has  been  the  fashion,  though  now  a  little  out 
of  date,  for  such  as  myself  to  be  told,  that  we  were 
''iiotjit  to  breath  the  air  of  old  Ens^larul;  and,  as  we 
did  not  like  the  way  of  being  ruled  and  taxed  by 
people  ii'ho  had  no  more  right  to  rule  and  tux  its  than 
consisted  in  the  power  of  ihing  it,  the  land  we  lived 
in  was /oe*  igood  for  us,  and  it  would  be  well  for  us 
to  leave  it.  At  length  things  improved  so  muc!»  and 
so  rapidly,  thai  I  began  to  think  so  too,  and  deter- 
mined to  try  this  country. 

"It  is  no  more  than  due  to  those  gentlemen  and 
others,  wJio  were  in  the  habit  of  recommendifig  this 
little  1-emedt/  of  exile  from  the  land  of  onr  fathers,  as  a 
cure  for  our  discontent,  to  inform  them  that,  in  iry 
case,  it  has  succeeded  to  admiration. 
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"This  should  double  their  zeal.  If  they  discover 
any  of  their  neighbors  "weary  and  heavy  laden"  and 
llierefore  dissatisfied  with  o  ur  excellent  constitution, 
as  now  administered,  let  them  e^u-nestly  recommend 
the  same  course  to  them  which  they  recommended 
to  me. 

"And  by  way  of  testimonial  of  its  efficacy,  i  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  letters  to  the  perusal 
of  those  gentlemen,  and  through  them  to  their /«(- 
tients,  who  may  thu.s,  by  the  combined  operations  of 
leading  and  driving,  be  p\it  in  tlie  way  of  obtaining 
speedy  relief,  and  many  a  bad  subject  may  become  a 
good  citizen'^ 

The  7lh  letter  contains  these  sentiments  and  re- 
marks: 

"It  will  be  very  long  before  travelling  will  be 
pleasant,  except  in  fine  wealiier  and  on  horseback; 
this  is  the  grand  inconvenience  of  a  new  country; 
but  it  is  noi  to  be  compared  to  the  mconvenience 
of  living  attlie  mercy  of  a  villainous  aristocracy. 
Why,  sir,  1  must  either  have  sneaked  about,  in  what 
you  call  my  country,  a  prisoner  at  large,  or  amused 
myself  with  counting  the  nails  on  tlie  door  of  my 
dungeon.  And  so  must  you,  for  things  will  not 
mend  without  a  dreadful  crisis:  and  until  that  libe- 
rates you,  you  will  be  free  only  by  suffrance,  "with- 
in the  rules." 

"Here.  I  shall  be  employed  in  enlarging  the  cir- 
cle of  our  jiijoyments;  there,  1  was  contracting  it 
daily.  My  family  had  already  made  several  down- 
ward  movements;  we  had  learnt  todispense  with  the 
comfort  of  a  carriage;  we  mounted  our  horses  in- 
alead;tbis  watj  no  bad  exchange;  but  the  cause  of 
our  making  the  exchange  was  irksome.  I'tom 
horseback,  my  daughters  cheerfully  enough  be- 
took themselves  to  their  feet:  no  great  harm  in 
that,  only  it  was  by  compulsion.  So  we  wcRt 
down  etep  by  step.  Our  friend  Cobbett  declaims 
about  patriotism  in  sounding  plirases,  but  I  adhere 
to  the  maxim,  "ubi  libertas  i'ji  patria."  What  is 
country.''  thesoil.''  Oi'this  1  was  only  an  occupam. 
The  government?  I  «t)horred  its  deeds  and  its  prin- 
ciples. Tlie  churcli.''  I  did  nol  believe  in  its  doc- 
trines, and  had  no  reverence  for  the  clergy.  The 
array.'  No.  The  law?  W^e  have  the  same  law  here, 
witii  some  omissions,  and  some  improvemenls.  The 
people?  Yes;  but  not  the  lund-holde:  s,  nor  the  soi- 
disiuit  liouse  of  commons;  not  the  consumers,  nor 
the  creators  of  taxes.  My  family  and  friends  1  love 
wherever  Imeet  them:  1  iiave  almost  as  many,  and 
as  strong  ties  of  this  sort,  on  this  as  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic — soon  I  hope  to  have  more,  and 
then  this  will  be  my  country. 

"I  owH  Kere  a  far  better  estate  than  1  rented  in 
England,  and  am  already  more  attached  to  the  soil. 
Here, every  citizen,  whi  n  er  by  birih-right  or  adop- 
tion, is  part  of  the  government,  identified  with  it, 
Jiot  virtually,  but  in  fact;  and  eligible  to  every  of- 
fice, with  one  exception,  regarding  the  presidency, 
for  which  a  birthright  is  necessary. 

*'I  love  this  government,  and  thus  a  novel  sensa- 
tion is  excited;  and  it  is  like  the  deveiopement  of 
a  new  faculty.  1  am  become  a  patriot  in  my  old  tiger; 
thus  a  new  virtue  will  .spi-ing  up  in  my  bosom." 


Law  Case— S.  A.  Patriots^  &c. 

FHOMTHKNEW   TOilK   fcVKNISd  POST. 

Commodore  Tayl(j:—Ot\  Saturday  last,  Uie  case 
cf  this  person  was  argued,  on  a  point  of  law,  i  >  the 
district  court  of  tlie  United  States,  before  .ludge 
Van  Ness.  Suits  had  been  inslii.uted  against  him 
by  the  Spanish  con.sul,  to.  reovcr  the  vaLteof  sun- 


dry  captures  made  by  Taylor,  while  commundmg 
the  privateer  called  the  Patriota. 

Among  the  captures  made  was  an  American  brig 
called  tlie  Gazella,  on  board  of  which  whs  n  Spanish 
gentleman  named  Juan  Juando. — It  was  stated  ii» 
seme  of  tlie  atlid^vits,  after  tiie  c  -pture  this  ger.- 
tleman  v/as  examined  respecting  ihe  ownership  Ot' 
the  property,  and  denied  its  being  Spanish:  That 
Taylor  was  at  this  time  sailing  in  company  with  :i 
privateer,  the  captain  of  whicli  was  a  Frenchman, 
and  the  crew  mostly  blacks  from  St.  Do.r.ingo. 
This  captain  told  'laylor  that  he  would  m::ke  the 
damned  Spaniard  confess  the  truth,  and  wotikl 
hang  \:\m  up  for  that  purpose,  if  Taylor  would  per- 
mit: That  having  received  the  permission,  he  did 
actually  put  a  rope  round  his  neck  and  tied  it  to 
one  of  the  yards,  and  then  iuuled  the  rope  taught, 
and  choked  him,  until  he  confessed  the  property 
belonged  to  him;  upon  which  he  was  let  loose,  and 
Taylor  took  possession  of  the  vessel.  On  the  fol- 
bwing  day,  the  Spaniard  sent  ashore  to  Santiago 
and  procured  15>000  dollars  for  the  ransom  of  this 
propt-rly,  which  was  delivered  to  'I'aylor;  which 
sum  of  money  the  libellant  now  sought  to  recover 
in  this  case. 

Tlie  judge  having,  in  the  first  instance,  ordered 
the  defendant  to  be  held  to  bail,  he  now  upplied  to 
be  discharged  from  the  arrest.  Tliis  application 
was  founded  on  an  affidavit  of  the  defendant  himself 
stating,  that  he  was  born  in  Uermuda,  a  subjecc  to 
the  king  of  Great  Uritain,  and  had  served  in  the 
British  fleet:  that  in  1810  he  became  a  citizen  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  a  commander  in  their  naval 
sei'vice;  that  he  was  in  tlie  United  Scales  in  1816, 
and  there  contr-icted  for  a  vessel  to  be  loaded  vvith 
naval  stores,  and  to  be  delivered  to  him  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  U.  States;  that  the  vessel  culled 
the  Fourth-of  July  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
at  sea  he  purchased  lier,  changed  Iier  name  to  Pa- 
triola,  and  put  her  under  a  Buenos  Ajres  commis- 
sion, which  had  been  entrusted  to  him  hy  ilie  Buenos 
Ayres  government:  that  the  vessel  was  a  public 
armed  vessel,  belonging  to  the  government  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  and  not  private  property;  that  he  was 
not  in  any  manner  concerned  with  the  fii'i'igotit  cf 
the  vcsstd  in  Baltimore,  nor  with  enll.^:ing  any  of 
the  crew,  lie  avowed  mJiing  two  of  the  cap- 
tures which  were  charged  against  him,  and  said 
that  lie  had  been  prosecuted  in  Baltimore  by  the 
Spanish  consul  lor  the  same  onuses  of  action,  lie 
also  produced  a  commly^ion  which  l^ad  been  made 
out  in  bla.-ik,  and  was  filled  up  with  the  name  of 
the  vessel,  and  the  signatures  of  wiiicli  were  proved 
by  a  witness.  Tlie  defendant  also  made  oat!i,  tliat 
since  1810  he  had  been  a  citizen  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  had  not  been  a  citizen  of  a;iy  other  sta'e  or 
country  whatever. 

On  the  part  of  ".he  Spanish  cousul  it  v/as  proved, 
that  the  brig  Founh-of-July  was  built,  armed, 
equipped  and  owned  in  Bal'itr.ore  by  sundry  mtv- 
chanis  of  that  place  and  com.  Taylor;  that  ail  the 
crew  were  enlisted  there  and  at  Norfolk,  in  Deceni- 
ber,  1816,  aad  the  beginning  of  January  t.iCreafter, 
that  'I'aylor  sailed  in  the  vessel  at  tiiat  time  from 
B.iltimore;  that  within  llie  jurisdiction  of  the  Unit- 
ed  Slates  he  hoisted  the  Buenos  Ayrean  flag,  and 
changed  the  name  of  the  brig  from  the  Fjiu-th-of- 
July  to  Uie  Patriota;  proceeded  on  his  cruise;  made 
the  c.piures  of  S^ianish  proper'y  cumplaiiied  of, 
andreiunied  to  Baltimore,  in  Jidy,  1817,  wiih  the 
privateer,  without  havi.ig  been  at  Buenos  Ayres  at 
all.  That  after  the  return  of  the  vesstl,  aqManiiiy 
of  specie,  which  tiiey  h^d  cap.ured,  was  divided 
among  ti.^'  owners  in  LialtiuiOi f     U  was  shewn  thai 
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the  s.ile  which  hinl  been  made  at  sea  was  a  mere 
eharn  sale;  that  llie  real  owners  were  American 
citizens  durinfj  the  whole  time,  and  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Buenos  Ayres  had  no  interest  whatever 
in  the  vessel.  It  was  also  established  that  the  de- 
fendtint  had  not  been  prosecuted  by  the  Spanish  con- 
sul in  BaUimore,  and  a  certified  copy  of  an  oatli, 
jTiJide.  hv  T-»ylor  in  the  custom  house  of  Baltitnore, 
dated  tiie  tentli  of  April,  eighteen  Imndredand  six- 
teen, WHS  proihiced,  in  nhich  Taylor  swears,  that 
he  IF  a  diizeii-  <fUte  U.  S.  of  Wilmington,  Delawire, 
and  tiie  sole  owner  of  the  schr.  Romp,  foi"  wiiich  v.-s- 
sel  be  M  as  chen  taUiag  out  a  rej,-ister.  A  deposition 
m  Venttn-i  Izq-iierdo  was  also  produced,  stating 
that  he  had  been  engaged  by  Taylor,  in  Baltimore, 
to  go  in  the  vessel  \o  write  the  log-book,  and  to 
do  all  the  other  wr'tiug  of  the  vt-.ssel;  that,  while 
in  l!aitin;orp,  Tiiylov  employed  him  in  forginj^  a 
camiT'.iSPiQn  for  tlie  brig, — another  commission  which 
T.i>l'.r  hud,  belonging  to  another  vessel,  having 
been  destroyed  in  attempting  to  alter  it  with  vi- 
triol, so  that  it  mipht  serve  f  >r  the  brig  i'..urtli-of- 
Jui3i  that  the  witness  wro'e  the  commission,  ano- 
tt-.cr  person  signed  it  with  the  name  of  the  Supreme 
J)  vrctor  of  Buenos  Ay'-es,  and  Taylor  sealed  it 
V  iili  a  copper  seal,  which  he  lind  procured  to  be 
made  in  Baltimort-;  and  tli:it  during  tlic  cruise 
iierein  mentioned,  the  privateer  liad  no  other  com- 
Tiiission  than  this  one  which  the  witness  had  fabri- 
cated. 

Tliepoir.t  upon  which  the  libellant,ch!eny  relied 
Was  th;it  this  vessel  iicid  been  fitted  out  in  the  Unit- 
ed S:ates;  tbat  it  was  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  ti.is  country;  that  ail  captures  made  by  such  ves- 
Fcl  were  illegal  atid  void,  and  the  parties  concerned 
in  it  were  all  trespassers,  and  as  such  v/ere  liable 
to  be  proceeded  against  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
{states,  rh.it  although  it  is  a  general  principle  that 
where  a  cspture  is  made  as  prize,  no  court  but  the 
court  of  the  captor  can  enquire  into  its  legality,  yet 
that  thi-i  case  'is  an  exception  to  that  rule,  the  cap- 
turing, vessel  having  been  equipped  and  fitted  out 
ifi  this  country,  and  havmg  thereby  voilaied  our 
)ie.;tral  righis,"anil  rendered  our  government  liable 


to  !ii.ike  conipens.aion  to  the  belligerent  whose  pro- 


or  no  prize;  that  not  having  jurisdiction  of  the  lat- 
ter, it  could  not  have  any  of  a  matter  necessarily 
growing  out  of,  and  depending  upon  it — and,  there- 
fore, that  it  could  not  hold  com.  Taylor  to  bail  in 
the  suit  instituted  agdinst  liiiii  for  damages;  the 
property  not  having  been  brought  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court. 


Army  of  the  United  States. 

COPY  OF  A  BKNEHAL   OBDER. 

Jffjl.  andinsp.  gal's,  oj/ice,  Aui(iist  27,  1818. 
Promotions  and  appointments  made  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  publication  of  the  Re- 
gister for  May,  1818. 

Corps  of  Enprineerg. 
Brevet  2d  lieut.  Andrew  I'alcott,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
14th  August,  1818,  vice  Pooler,  resigned. 
Ordnance  Department. 
2.1  lieut.  Thomas  T.  Stephenson,  to  be  1st  lieut, 
30th  June,  1818,  vice  Hall,  resigned. 

3d  lieut.  W.  E.  AVilliams,   to  be  2d  lieut  59th 
June,  18U5,  vice  Stephenson,  promoted. 
Corps  of  Jhtilllery. 
2d    lieut.  Thomas    j.    Baird,    to    be    1st  lieut, 
2d  Jun>-,  I8TS,  vice  Boyd,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Jabez  Parkhurst,  to  be  Its  lieut.  1st 
July,  1818,  vice  Neville,  resigned, 

2d  lieut.  Robert  L.  Armstrong,  to  be  Ist  lieut.  2d 
July,  1818,  vice  Anthony,  deceased. 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
2d  lieut.  William  H.  Ker,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
March,  1818,  vice  Tarrant,  resigned. 
'I'liivd  Ragiment  of  Infant r if. 
Brevet  lieut.  col.   William  Lawrence,  major  of 
the  8th  infantry,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  8lh  May, 
1818,  vice  .lesup,  appointed  quatermaster  general. 
Fonrlh  Regiment  of  Infantry 
1st  lieut.  Philip  Wager,  to  be  captain,  8tb  May, 
1818,  vice  Dinkins,  piomoted. 

2  1  lieut.  John  P.  Bunting,  to  be  1st  lieut.  24th 
February,  1818. 

2d  lieut.  William  Lear,  to  be  1st  lieut.  24th  Fe- 
bruary, 1818 

2d  iieut,  William  Camp,  Jr.  to  be  1st  lieut.  24lh 


cisio;i,  whereas  discharging 

the  -isn-ie  as  taking  away  the  riglit  of  appeal. 

Q:.  'i:e  par'.,  of  the  defendant  it  was  insisted,  that 
the  captured  property  not  being  brought  within  the 
iurisdiction  of  the  court,  it  could  not  proceed 
agidnst  the  person  only,  tl.at  the  question  of  dama- 
ges v/as  a  mere  incident  to  the  question  ot  prize  or 
%o  prize,  and  that  the  court  noi  having  the  principal 
TiKitier  before  it,  could  not  determine  upon  thai 
which  only  grew  out  of  it. 

Tlie  court  decided: 

V.rst,  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction  over  prize  cases 
as  between  Spain  and  her  colonies;  or  the  colonies 
Mid  any  other  power  at  war,  where  the  vessel  mak- 
i:ig  the  capture  v.'as  not  fitted  out  of  the  United 
gUtc.s. 

S.-C'v'odlv— That  where  the  vessel  making  tiie 
ran'ure  was  .ilieged  to  have  been  fitted  out  of  the 
United  Siate-i,  b'lt  was  cruizing  on  the  high  seas  un- 
der the  ccmmiision  and  authority  of  one  of  the  bel 
Vigercnts,  the  Cv<urt  would  t\ot  intefere,  unless  the 
f.iiitured  properly  w;l>s  brought  within  the  jurisdic- 
llc-.'i  of  the  court, 

Tiiii-dly — 'I'hat  llie  court  deemed  the  question  of  I 
rlnm'.igua  to  reit  e:Uire!y  upor>  l)ie  quesvion  of  pizf  ' 


Hixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

1st  lieut.  William  Hale,  to  be  captain,  14th  Maj', 
1818,  vice  M'Gtassin,  dismissed. 

2d  lieut.  Samuel  Keeler,  to  be  1st  lieut.  14th  May, 
1818,  vice  Hale,  promoted. 

I^ighth  Regiment  of  Itfantry, 

Brevet  major  James  Dj  kins,  captain  of  tbe  4th 
infantry,  to  be  major,  8tli  May,  1818,  vice  Law- 
rence, promoted. 

Rifle  Regiment. 

1st  lieut.  James  M'Gunnegle,  to  be  captain,  I2th 
July,  1818,  vice  Birdsall,  deceased. 

IsL  lieut.  Wiilism  .Vrmstrong  to  be  captain,  31st 
July,  1818,  vice  O'Fallon,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Jolin  Clark,  to  be  ls»  lieut.  12ih  July, 
1818,  vice  M'Gunnegle,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  Charles  Pentland,  to  be  Ist.  lieut.  3lst 
July,  IMS,  vice  Armstrong,  promoted. 
.appointments. 

Roger  Jones,  to  be  adjutant  general,  nothern  di- 
vision, lOlh  August,  1818. 

James  M  Glassel,  to  be  assistant  adjutant-gene- 
ral,22dMi,y,  1818. 

Hartman  B.iche,  to  be  assistant  topographlcrvl 
engi-acer,  2M'i  J.dv;  1818. 
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Hezekiah  Jolineon,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter 
master  general,  16th  June,  1818. 

Thomas  S  Rogers,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter 
master  general,  16th  June,  1818. 

Thomns  F.  llant,  robe  assistant  deputy  quarter 
master  general,  16tli  June,  1818. 

Trueman  Cross,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter 
master  eenersl,  I6tb  June,  1818 

James  C.  Pickett,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter 
master  general,   16th  June,  1818. 

J  S.  Findlay,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter  mav 
terWneral,  I6tb  June,  1818. 

.Tohn  Jones,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quarter  master 
o'eneral,26th  August,  1818.  „  ,     »     ., 

Joseph  Wallace,  to  be  post  surgeon,  18th  April, 

^^Sauire  Lea,  to  be  post  surgeon,  15t!i  May,  1818. 
Samuel  P.  Hugo,  to  be  post  surgeon,  lUih  Au- 

^"samuel  H.  LlttlejoUn,  to  be  post  surgeon,  lOtb 

Aui?u«t,  1818.  ,„^.    » 

Robert  C.  Walmsey,  to  be  post  surgeon,  10th  Au- 

ijust,  1818.  ,n^<^ 

Josiah  Everett,  to  be  post  surgeon,  10th  August, 

Joseph  P.  Russell,  to  be  post  surgeon,  10th  Au- 

'ffust,1818.  ,  .  ^  . 

Richard  Weightman,  to  be  post  surgeon,  2lst  Au- 

gust,  1818.  ,      ,  .         ,         -  - 

Thomas  Piston,  to  be  chaplain  and  professor  of 
ethics,  23d  July.  1818  ^    „,,.     .     r       • 

Cadet  Richard  DeUfield,  to  be  2d  lieut.  of  engi- 
neers.24tli  July,  1818  ^    ^j  i-     *     r      a 

Cadet  Henjamin  Vmmg,  to  be  od  heut.  of  ord- 
nance, 24tb  July,  1818. 

Cadet  llarvcy  B'O'vn,  to  be  2d  heut.  light  artil- 
lery, 24th  July,  1818 

Cadet  John  C  Russell,  to  be  2a  lieut.  light  artd- 
lery,  24th  July,  1818. 

Cadei  Wm.  a.  Newton,  to  be  2d  lieut.  light  ar- 
tillery, 24th  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Samuel  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  ar- 
tillery,24lh  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Saniue)  Ringgold,  to  be  2d  lieut,  corps  of 
artillery,  24th  of  July.  1818. 

Cadet  Joseph  Chambers,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of 


artillery,  24th  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Samuel  M'Kenzie,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of 
artillery.  24  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Giles  Porter,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 24th  July,  1813. 

Cadet  Giorge  W.  Corprew,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps 
of  artillery,  24lh  July,  1818. 

Cadet  John  G.  Jackson,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of 
artillery,  24th  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Edward  Harding,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of 
artillery,  24th  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Joseph  Dangerfield  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps 
ofarlillery,  24th  July,  1818. 

Cadet  Joseph  Strong,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  ar- 
tillery,24lh  July,  1818. 

Cadet  George  SVebb,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 24th  July,  1818. 

George  Leib,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
31st  July,  1818. 

John  Pratt,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  infantry,  24th  July, 
1818. 

W.  M.  Riveis,^to  be  surgeon's  mate,  1st  infantry, 
10th  August,  1818. 

C,  H.  Finlav,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  1st  infantry, 
10th  August,  1818. 

Daniel; Rar.duU,  to  be  paymaster.lst  infantrv,2l3t 
July,  18  J  8. 


Lyman  Foot,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  21  Infantry. 
lOth  August,  1818. 

R.  Randal!,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  2d   infantry, 
10th  August,  1818. 

Horace  Webstar,  to  be  2d  lieut.  3d  infantry,  24th 
July,  1818. 

Thomas  Williamson,  to  be  3d  lieut.  4th  infantry, 
24tb  March,  1818. 

Edv/ard  Alexander,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infantry, 
22  ;1  May,  1818. 

Thomas  Johnson,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infantry, 
16vh  June,  1818. 

Leonard  O.  Brooke,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th  infantrj', 
24ih  July,  1818. 

Henrv  Giles,  to  be  2d  lieut.  5th  infantry,  24th 
July,  1818. 

Edward  Purcell,  to  be  surgeon,  5th  infantry,  21st 
Jnly,  1818. 

Charles  Mendenhall,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  5th 
infantry,  10th  August,  1818. 

Charles  Burbndge,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  infantrj", 
16iV>June,  1818 

Henrv  H.  Loring,  to  be  2d  lieut.  $th  infantry,24th 
July,  1818. 

R.  \r.  Coleman,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  7th  infant- 
try,  10th  August,  1818. 

Titus  T.  Jameson,  to  be  3d  lieut.  8th  infantry, 
3l9t  July,  1818. 

Henry  Smith,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  8th  infantry, 
10th  August,  1818. 

Thomas  Mahon,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regiment, 
22d  July,  1818. 

Tippoo  Saib  Henderson,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  regi- 
ment, 22d  Jtily,  1818. 

Ignatius  P  M'Cmdles,  to  be  2d  lieut.  riSe  regi- 
ment, 3  Ist  July,  1818. 

Perry  D,  Meloan,  to  be  surgeon's  mate  rifle  regi- 
ment, lOth  August,  1818. 

Transfer. 
2d  lieut.  Henry  H  Lorinfi!',  of  the  6th  infantry, 
transferred  to  the  light  artillery. 

Those  officers  whose  stations  are  changed,  will, 
as  soon  as  they  are  relieved, report  to  the  chiefs  of 
their  respective  corps. 

By  order,  D.  PARKER. 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen. 


Resources  of  New  York. 

The  followi.ig  letter,  communicating  the  result 
of  an  agricultural  experiment  made  upon  the 
sea  coast  with  western  plaster,  has  been  politely 
communicated  for  publication,  in  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus. 

Albany,  June  1,  1818. 

Gentlemejt — As  you  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send 
me  a  barrel  of  ground  gypsum,  from  Sullivan  in 
Madison  county,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  its  effi- 
cacy in  the  vicinity  of  the  ocean,  I  think  it  due  to 
you  to  inform  you  of  the  results,  especially  as  I  am 
of  opinion  that  important  experiments  in  agricul- 
ture, whether  successful  or  not,  ouglit  to  be  made 
known. 

The  experiment  was  tried  in  the  following  man- 
ner, last  year,  at  my  country  seat  at  the  head  of  the 
English  kills,  in  Newton,  Queens  county,  about 
four  miles  distant  from  Jamaica  Bay  and  three 
from  the  East  river.  1  applied  to  a  part  of  a  field, 
laid  down  with  oats,  some  of  the  western  gypsum 
which  you  tr.insmitted  to  me,  and  in  order  to  ren- 
der the  experiment  more  complete,  I  put  doun  at 
the  same  time  in  another  part  of  the  field  pulverised 
gypsum  from  France,  and  I  left  a  portion  of  the 
same  field  unoccupied  by  either.    I  made  tlie  same 
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trlnl  on  corn,  and  I  found  no  difference  in  the  re- 
sults; all  produced  equally  well.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  season  was  uncommonly  moist 
and  warm,  and  of  course  well  calculated  for  prnlilic 
crops.  I  tried  at  a  former  period,  at  the  same 
place,  western  gypsurn,  and  at  another  time  Nova 
Scotia  gypsum,  without  any  serviceable  effect.  1 
have  bten  credibly  informed  that  in  the  seasons  of 
18i5  and  1816  gypsum  has  operated  beneffcially  at 
Flushing  and  Oyster  Bay. — Those  seasons  were 
cold,  and  the  prevalent  winds  were  west  and  north- 
west. Under  these  circumstances  the  sea  air  was 
deprived  of  i's  wonted  inffuence. 

Upon  the  wiiole,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  gene 
ral  rule,  that  gypsum  has  no  beneficial  power  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  tlie  ocean,  find  that  western  gypsum 
lias  not,  as  has  been  intimated,  any  claim  to  supe- 
riority in  this  respect.     I  h»ve  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

DE  WriT  CLINTON. 

^lessrs.  De  Graff  Santvoord  &  Co. 
merchants,  Schenectady. 


Sj8,604  lbs.  of  assorted  flat  and  square,  3  4  b^ 
3-4  to5  3  4by  1  inch. 

398,340  lbs.  of  cask  hoop  iron,  6  feet  6  inches, 
to  12  feet  long,  1  3  4  \o  2  1  4  broad, 
and  1  10  to  1  8  thick;  and 

31,560  lbs.  of  3(/  and  4fihoop  iron. 


Wealth  of  Yirgiuia. 

Some  time  ago,  a  gentleman,  to  gratify  a  lauda- 
ble curioaity,  undertook  to  make  a  rough  estimate 
of  the  probable  qu.intity  and  value  of  the  product 
of  Virginia.  This  estimate  was  handed  to  us  for 
inspection,  with  permission  to  make  what  use  of 
it  we  might  think  proper.  We  have  endeavored 
to  improve  upon  the  calculations  made  by  our  cor- 
respondent, and  submit  the  fallowing  as  the  result; 
remarking,  however,  that  our  information  is  ex- 
tremely limited,  and  is  given  to  the  public,  crude 
and  undigested  as  it  is,  with  the  view  of  eliciting 
the  aid  of  more  able  heads  in  giving  a  more  correct 
and  satisfactory  view  of  the  wealth  of  Virginia. 

Produce. 
Tobacco,         50,000  hhds.  at  glOO         g5,000,000 
Wheat,       5.000,000  bush,  at         1  50      7,500,000 
Corn,  6,000,000     do.    at         1  8,000,000 

-Cotton,         jl     1,000  hags    at         100  100,000 

llye,  750,000  bush,  at         1  750,000 

Barley,     •     500,000    do.     at        1  500,000 

Oats,  1,000,000    do.      at  50         500,000 

Peas.  1,000,000    do.      at         1  1,000,000 

Pork,  200,000  hogs      at         8  ea.     1,600,000 

Beef  25,000  head     at       20  ea.        500,000 

Tar,  Pitch,  etc.  say  1,000,000 

C.tal,  supposed  value  1,000,000 

Hemp,  do.  1,000,000 

l.umber,  do.  1,000.000 

Iron,  do.  1,000,000 

Articles  not  enumerated,  say  500,000 


1,704,907  lbs. 

Of  the  bolt  iron,  444,247  lbs.  and  of  the  square 
bar  iron  258,000  lbs.  may  be  Swedish  or  Russian;  and 
tiie  wliole  of  the  cask  hoop  iron  may  be  either  fo- 
reign or  American  iron;  tJie  residue  must  be  the 
best  American  iron. 

I'or  the  information  of  persons  disposed  to  offer 
for  thii  iron,  particular  descriptions  of  it  are  depo- 
sited with  the  navy  agents  at  Norfolk,  Baltimore, 
Philadel[)!iia,  New  York  and  Boston,  upon  either  of 
whom  such  persons  may  call:  or  tiiey  may  call  and 
obtain  the  information  at  the  navy  commissioners' 
office. 

It  is  not  desirable  to  receive  any  proposal  for  a 
quantity  less  than  the  following: 

87,225  lbs.  of  bolt  iron,  of  which  5S,122  lbs. 
may  be  Swedish  or  Russian,  the  resi- 
due the  best  American. 

37,250  lbs.  of  square  bar  iron,  of  which  35,500 
lbs.  may  be  Swedish  or  Russian,  the 
the  residue  the  best  American. 

45,520  lbs.  of  the  best  American  iron;  and 

29,750  lbs.  of  cask  hoop  iron. 

199,745  lbs. 

The  iron  may  be  delivered  at  either  Portsmouth, 
(N.  H.)  Boston,  New  York,  Pliiladelphia,  Baltimore, 
Washington,  or  Norfolk;  or,  what  would  be  prefer, 
ed,  such  portion  to  be  delivered  at  each  of  the 
building  yards  as  the  navy  commissioners  may  di-> 
reel. 

Persons  off'ering,  will  be  pleased  to  state  parti- 
cularly their  price  per  ton  of  2240  lbs.  and  the  time 
within  which  they  will  engage  to  deliver  the  iron. 


Total  estimated  value,  5^30,050,000 

This  sum  of  §30,050,000  (which  we  believe  is 
considerably  under  the  real  amount)  it  will  be  seen 
is  exclusive  of  houses,  lands,  negroes,  horses,  &.c. 
and  is  confined  principally  to  the  product  of  the 
soil  of  Virginia.  Albcmy  Argus, 


Iron. 

The  board  of  navy  commissioners  have  adver- 
tised to  receive,  tilUthe  20th  of  October,  instant, 
proposals  to  furni-li  about  one  million,  seven  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seven 
pounds  of  iron,  viz: 

665,503  lbs.  of  bolt  iron  to  follow  augurs  from 

5-^  to  .;  1-2  inclies. 
270,900  lbs.  of  square  bar  iron,  3-4  to    1    1-2 
inches. 


llevolutionary  Principles. 

We  have  observed  that  the  United  States,  in  rer 
spect  to  their  neutral  relations  between  Spain  and 
her  late  colonies,  were  so  straight  that,  like  the 
Indian's  tree,  they  Zea/ief/'tother  way."  The  fact  is, 
that  existing  laws,  or  at  least,  the  operation  of 
them,  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  "legitimate 
govtfrnment  of  Ferdinand.'" 

It  is  always  well  to  refer  to  the  feelings  and 
principles  of  our  own  revolution,  as  guides  to  what 
we  ought  to  do  in  respect  to  a  people  struggling 
for  freedom.  All  that  we  rightfully  expected  then, 
of  old  established  governments,  it  is  our  duty  to 
extend  to  the  patriots  of  Soutii  America,  no-.v.  The 
nature  of  things  has  not  changed— truth  is  eternal. 

We  aie  indebted  to  the  "Maryland  Censor"  for 
a  seasonable  recollection  ofa  lett.  r  from  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, elucidating  the  opinions  we  have  expressed 
of  the  nentrality  oi  \.h&  United  Slates — as  follows; 

FUOM  TUE  MAUYtANU  CENSOll. 

Mn.  Redding — The  following  letter  from  Dr. 
Franklin,  in  a  case  bearing  strong  analogy  to  cer- 
tain occurrences  of  the  pre-ent  day,  will  perhaps 
prove  interesting  and  useful  to  the  jurist  and  the 
statesman.  On  recurrence  to  the  history  of  that 
day,  it  appears  that  innnediately  after  our  declara- 
tion of  independence,  and  before  our  recognition 
by  any  power,  we  lent  comnussioners  to  France 
and  lioUand;  who,  though  not  acknowledged  pub- 
licly, nevertheless,  represented  in  those  coun- 
tries t^e  sovereignty  of  this  nation — exercising,  in 
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a  degree,  U>^  fiiiictions  of  Mitnis  ers  pleiijpole^wliiiry. ' 
Amongst  oU.er  acts,  ibey  p:ranted  commissions 
to  privateers,  whei-eby  the  Khglish  commerce  was 
grjevo'isly  annoyed— many  prizes  were  sent,  with- 
out meeting  with  any  molestation,  into  the  ports  of 
France.  Two  prize?,  taken  by  the  AroericAii  fri- 
ci:ate  Alliance,  were  sent  into  the  port  of  Bergen  in 

Zvorway. 

At  the  instaiice  of  the  Britisli  minister,  an  order 
was  f-as-icd  by  the  kin;:;-  of  Denmark,  for  the  delive- 
ry over  of  said  prii:es  tu  the  English  consul — 
whereupon  Doctor  Fianklin  writes  the  following 
letter,  which  it  may  be  to  our  advantage  and  in- 
struction, if  not  to  our  credit,  to  compare  with  cer- 
tain doctrines,  sentiments  and  decisions,  mainiain- 
ed  and  propogateJ  in  this  42d  year  of  the  republic. 

To  the  ministers  of  Denixiai'k  for  foreign  affairs. 
Passi/,  near  Paris,  Decembev  21,  1779. 
Sin — I  have  received  a  letter  from  M.  de  Che- 
zaulx,  con'iul  of  France  at  Bergen  in  Norway,  ac- 
quainting me  that  two  ships,  viz.  *he  Betsy  and 
the  Union,  prizes  tsken  from  the  English  on  their 
coasts,  by  capt.  Landias,  commander  of  the  Alli- 
ance frigate,  appertaining  to  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  '.vhich  prizes  have  met  with  b^id 
weather  at  sea,  that  had  damaged  their  rigging 
and  occasioned  leaks,  and  being  weakly  munjied, 
had  taken  shelter  in  the  supposed  neutral  port  of 
Bergen,  in  order  to  repair  t'.ieir  damages,  procure 
an  additional  number  of  sailors,  and  the  necessary 
refreshments;  that  they  were  in  ihe  said  port  enjoy- 
ing, as  they  conceived,  the  coHimon  rights  of  hos 
pitality,  established  and  practised  by  civilized  na- 
tions,  under  the  care  of  the  above  said  consul,  when, 
on  the  28th  of  October  last,  the  said  ships,  with 
their  cargoes  and  papers,  were  suddenly  seized 
by  officers' of  his  majesty  tlie  king  of  Denmark,  to 
whom  the  said  port  belongs,  the  American  oflicers 
and  seamen  turned  out  of  their  possession,  and  the 
whole  delivered  to  the  English  cansul.  M.  Che- 
^aulx  has  also  seat  me  the  following,  as  a  transla- 
tion of  his  majesty's  order,  by  which  the  above 
proceedings  are  said  to  be  authorised,  viz: 

TUANSLATION. 

"The  English  minister  having  insisted  on  the 
restitution  of  two  vessels  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  American  privateer  called  the  Alliance,  com- 
manded by  captain  Lmdais,  and  which  were 
brouglii  into  Hergen,  viz:  the  Betsy  of  Liverpool, 
and  the  Union  of  London;  his  majesty  has  granted 
this  demand,  on  this  account,  becnuse  he  has  not 
as  yet  acknowledged  tiie  independence  of  the  co- 
lonies associated  against  England,  and  because  tliat 
these  vessels  for  this  reason  cannot  be  considered 
as  good  aud  lawful  prizes;  therefore  the  said  two 
ships  shall  be  immediately  liberated  and  allowed 
to  depart  with  their  cargoes." 

By  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  same  consul,  I 
am  informed,  that  a  third  prize,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  viz  Charming  Polly,  wliich  arrived 
at  Bergen  after  the  oihers,  has  also  been  seized 
and  delivered  up  in  the  same  manner,  and  that  all 
the  people  of  the  three  vessels,  after  being  thus 
stvipt  of  their  property  (for  every  one  of  them  had 
an  interest  in  the  prizes)  were  turned  on  shore  to 
shift  for  themselves,  without  money,  in  a  strange 
place,  no  provision  being  made  for  their  subsis- 
tence, or  for  sending  them  buck  to  their  country. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  observe  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  no  war  but  with 
the  English;  they  have  never  done  any  injury  to 
others,  particularly  none  to  the  Danish  nation.     On 


the  ~ontr»ry  they  *re  in  *ome  degree  its  brnef ..-- 
tors,  as  they  have  opened  a  trade  of  which  tlie  Eng. 
lish  made  a  monopoly,  and  of  which  the  Danes  may 
now  have  their  share,  and  by  dividing  \he  British 
empire,  have  made  it  less  drinp-er-^us  to  its  neigh- 
bors. They  conceived  that  every  nation  whora  tiiey 
iiad  not  oft's-nded,  was  by  the  rights  of  humanity 
tbeir  friend;  they  confided  in  the  hosfitality  of  Den- 
mark, and  thought  themselvP5  and  iheir  "prop«rty 
siife,  when  under  the  roof  of  hi»  T),n;ish  myjesty. 
But  they  find  themselves  stript  of  that  property) 
and  the  same  given  up  to  their  enemies,  on  this  prin- 
ciple only,  that  no  acknowledgment  had  yet  been 
formerly  made  by  Denmark  of  the  independfnce  of 
the  United  Stares:  which  is  to  say,  that  there  is  ho 
obligation  of  justice  towards  any  nation,  with  whom 
a  treaty  promising  the  saine,  has  not  been  previous- 
ly made.  This  was  indeed  the  docl;ine  of  ancient 
barbarians,  a  doctrine  long  since  exploded,  and 
which  it  would  not  be  for  the  honor  of  the  present 
age  to  revive,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Denni^rk  -.•di  not, 
by  supporting  and  persisting  in  this  decision,  ob- 
tained of  his  majesty  apparently  by  surprize,  be 
the  first  modern  nation  to  revive  it*  The  U.iited 
States  oppressed  by,  and  at  war  with  one  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  may  well  be  sup. 
posed  incapable  in  their  present  infant  state  of  exact- 
iug  justice  from  otlicr  nations  not  disposed  to  grant 
it;  but  it  is  in  human  nature,  that  injuries  as  well  as 
benefits  received,  in  times  of  weakness  and  distress 
national  as  well  as  personsl,  m.ike  deep  and  lastmf' 
impressions;  and  those  ministers  are  A-ise  who  loolt 
into  futurity,  and  quench  the  first  sparks  of  misun- 
derstanding between  two  nations,  wliich,  if  neglect- 
ed, may,  in  time,  grow  into  a  flame,  all  the  conse, 
quences  whereof  no  human  prudence  can  foresee, 
which  may  produce  much  mischief  to  both,  and 
cannot  possibly  produce  any  good  to  either.  1  beg 
leave  through  your  excellency  to  submit  these  con- 
siderations to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  Danish 
majesty,  whom  I  infinitely  respVct,  and  who  I  !iope 
will  reconsider  ynd  repeal  the  order  above  recited; 
and  that  if  the  prizes,  which  I  hereby  reclaim  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States  of  America,  are  not  ac- 
tually gone  to  England,  tliey  may  be  stopped  and 
re-delivered  to  M,  de  Ciiezaulx,  tiie  consul  of 
France,  at  Bergen;  in  whose  care  they  before  were, 
with  liberty  to  depart  for  America  when  the  season 
shall  permit.  But  if  they  sliould  be  already  gone 
to  England,  1  must  then  claim  from  his  majesty's 
equity,  the  value  of  the  said  three  prizfs,  which  is 
estimated  at  fifiy  thousand  pounds  sterling,  but 
which  may  be  regulated  by  the  btsl  information, 
that  can  by  any  means  be  obtained.  Wiih  great 
respect,  &c.  B.  FRANKLIN, 

Mhiister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United   Slates  of 
America  at  the  court  of  France. 


"»The  ancients,  (says  Vattel,  Sec.)  do  not  conceive 
themselves  bound  under  any  obligation  towards  x 
people  with  whom  they  were  not  connected  by  a 
treaty  of  fri^-ndship.  At  length  the  voice  of  nature 
Was  heard  by  civilized  nations;  they  acknowledged 
all  mankind  as  brothers."  An  act  of  injustice  of 
the  same  kind,  done  a  century  or  two  since,  by  some 
English  in  the  East  Indies,  Grotius  tells  us  was  not 
without  its  p-irtizans,  who  maintain,  "ihat  by  the  an- 
cient laws  of  England,  no  one  was  liable  to  punisli- 
ment  in  that  kingdom  for  outrages  committed 
against  foreigners,  when  no  treaty  of  alliance  had 
been  contracted  with  them."  But  this  priucipie 
he  condemns  in  the  strongest  terms. 
"JJistory  (f  the  troubles  in  the  j\ctha  lands,  book  16." 
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Doctor  Franklin. 

The  following  is  sfiven  in  a  Uritisli  publication,enti. 
tied  the  «'Ghristian  observer,"  as  a  speech  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  in  the  convention  for  forininjj  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 


"Mr.  President — The  small  progress  we  have 
made  after  four  or  five  weeks  close  attendance  and 
continued  reasoninc^  with  each  other,  our  diiTerent 
sentiments  on  aUnost  every  question,  several  of  the 
last  producing  as  many  noes  as  mjp^,  is  methinks  a 
melancholy  proof  of  the  imperfection  of  the  human 
understanding-.  We  indeed  seem  to /c^-Z  otir  want 
of  political  wisdom,  since  we  have  been  running: 
all  about  in  search  of  it.  We  Iitve  gone  back  to 
ancient  history  for  models  of  government,  and  ex- 
amined the  diilerent  forms  of  those  republics 
which,  having  been  formed  witli  the  seeds  of  their 
own  dissolution,  now  no  longer  exist:  and  we  have 
viewed  modern  states  all  round  Europe,  but  find 
none  of  their  constitutions  suitable  to  our  circum- 
stances. 

"In  this  situation  of  tl.l-j  assembly,  groping  as  it 
were  in  the  dark  to  find  political  truth,  and  scarce- 
ly able  to  diEtinguish  it  when  presented  to  U5,  how 
has  it  happened,  sir,   that  we   have  not  hitherto 
once  thought  of  humbly  applying  to  the  Father  of 
I,!ghts  to  illuminate  our  understandings?— In  the 
Uegining  of  the  contest  v/Ith  Britain,  wlien  we  were 
sensible  to  danger,  we  had  daily  prayers   in  this 
room  for  the  divine  protection!     Our  prryers,  sir, 
were  heard; — and  they  were  graciously  answered. 
All  of  us  who  were  engaged  in  the  struggle,  must 
have  observed  frequent  instances  of  a  superintend- 
ing Providence  in  our  favor.     To  that  kind  Provi- 
dence  we  owe  this  happy  opportunity  of  consulting 
in  peace  on  the  means  of  establishing  our  future 
national  felicity.   And  have  we  now  forgotten  t'uat 
powerful  Friend?     Or  do  we  imagine  we  no  longer 
need  his  assistance?    1  have  lived,  sir,  along  time; 
and  the  longer  I  live,  the  more  convincing  proofs  I 
see  of  this  truth,  that  God  governs  in  the  affairs  of 
■men.'     And  if  a  sparrow  cannot  iall  to  the  ground 
without  his  notice,  is  it  probable   that  an  empire 
can  rise  without  his  aid? — We  have  been  assured, 
sir,  in  sacred  writings.'that  "except  the  Lord  build 
the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it."   I  firm- 
ly believe  this;  and  I  also  believe,  that  without  his 
concurring  aid,  we  sliall  succeed  in  tliis  political 
building  no  better  than   tlic  builders  of  Habel:  we 
shall  be  divided  by  our  little  partial  local  interests; 
our  projects  will    be    confounded;    and  we  our- 
selves shall  become    a  reproach   and  a  bye-word 
down   to  future  ages.     And  what  is  worse,  man- 
kind may  hereafter,  from  this  unfortunate  instance, 
despair  of  establishing  government  by  human  wis- 
dom, and  leave  it  to  chance,  v;ar,  and  conquest.    I 
therefore  hep;  leave  to  move, 

"That  henceforth  prayers,  imploring  the  assis- 
tance  of  Heaven,  and  its  blessings  on  our  delibera- 
tions, be  held  in  this  assembly  every  morning  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  business;  and  that  one  or  more 
of  the  clergy  of  this  city  be  requested  to  officiate 
in  that  service." 


Washington  College^  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  account  ot  ihe  late:  commencement 
in  Washington  College,  is  inserted,  as  well  as  to 
subserve  the  common  interets  of  literature  and 
jcience,  as  to  gratify  many  of  the  friends  of  the 
Hkgistkh. 
The  trustees  of  this  seminary  beg  leave  to  state  for 

public  infarmctioM,  that  the  reguiar  autumnal  co  n- 


mencement  in  this  college  took  place  this  week; 
The  examination  of  the  students  commenced  on 
Tuesday  morning  in  the  presence  of  the  trustees, 
several  visitors  and  ahimni  of  the  college,  and  clos- 
ed on  Wednesday.  On  Th<irsday  morning,  the  fol- 
lowing  orations  were  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  and  respectable  audience,— viz. 

By  George  Washington  Harris,  of  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.  on  the  subject  of  the  Classics. 

Thomas  A  Duncan,  Ky.  Party  Discord. 

John  M.  Laird,  Cumberland  countv,  Pa.  Out* 
Country 

Wm.  AdUson,  Washington,  Pa.  Ambition. 
Birmingham  Clarke,  Philadelphia,   Eloquence. 
Wm.    Q.  JJeattie,  Cumberland  county   Pa.  Crea- 
tion. 

John  JJaivJcins,  Washington,  Vx  Go\'ernment. 
James  Lnngleif,  do.  do.  Intemperance. 
James  demons,  do.  county,  Natural  Philosophy. 
John  Hoge,  Steubenville,  Ohio,  Education. 
The  honors  were  bestowed  upon  G.  W.   Harris 
and  John  Hoge.  After  which,  the  degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Arts  was  confered,   by  the  principal,  upon 
each  of  the  above  named  young  gentlemen.    In  the 
afternoon,  there  was  a  great  variety  of  Speeches- 
delivered  by  the  students,  of  a  nature  both  amus- 
ing and  instructive. 

The  trustees  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to 
congratulate  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  youth 
at  this  seminary,  and  the  public,  generally,  upon 
its  peaceful,  prosperous  and  happy  state  and  condi- 
tion— upon  the  order  and  harmony  which  now  pre- 
vail in  it;  and  especially,  upon  the  great  proficiency 
exhibited  l)y  the  students  in  the  different  branches 
of  science,  and  in  public  speaking. 

In  consequence  of  the  recent  and  dangerous  in- 
disposition of  the  principal  of  the  college,  the  trus- 
tees,  students,  and  the  public,  in  general,  have 
doubtless  been  deprived  of  the  high  gratification, 
which  wotdd  otherwise  have  been  derived  from  an 
address  by  him  to  the  graduates. 

It  has  pleased  the  Almigiity  ruler  of  the  universe 
to  remove  the  fever  with  which  he  has  been  so  se- 
verely afllictecl,  and  to  restore  him  to  a  state  of  con- 
valescence under  the  consoling  and  flattering  pros- 
pect  of  his  health  being  speedily  re-established. 
r.i  this  highly  auspicious  event  there  is  much  cause 
for  gratitude  to  tlie  Parent  of  all  mercies,  and  of 
joy  to  the  friends  of  science  and  religion  generally. 
For  it  may  justly  be  observed,  that  in  his  death, 
science  and  religion  would  experience  a  deep  and 
mournful  loss. 

The  other  members  of  the  faculty,  for  their  able 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  merit  high  praise,  but 
their  highest  eulogium  will  be  found  in  the  excel- 
lence with  which  the  students  generally  acquitted 
themselves. 

To  such  as  are  unacquainted  with  tliis  town  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  learn  its  advantages  as 
to  college  pursuits.  Without  dwelling  at  present, 
on  those  which  relate  to  healtb,jchcapness  of  living, 
religious  institutions,  he.  it  will  be  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve that  in  point  of  size  and  society  it  is  peculiarly 
and  most  favorably  situated.  It  is  equally  removed 
from  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  large  and 
populous  towns,  and  from  the  vulgarity  and  more 
serious  dangers  of  low  ill-bred  villages.  On  the 
one  hand,  the  amusements  and  frivolities,  (inde- 
pendent of  other  and  more  serious  objections,) 
that  are  but  too  incident  to  large  and  populous 
towns,  form  no  small  obstacle  in  the  course  of  aca- 
demic pursuits.  On  the  other,  without  some  rea- 
sonable portion  of  the  advantages  resulting  from 
refined  society,  the  student  will,  at  Icavf,  ccntrac 
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narrowness  and  iUiberality  of  sentiment,  as  well       A  large  quantity  of  the  tea  was  seized  on  the 


as  a  stiffness  of  manner,  which  will  greatly  obstruct 
liis  advancement  in  after  life.  Add  to  this,  that  m 
either  of  the  extremes,  or  even  as  they  are  ap- 
proached, the  moral  and  religious  habits  of  youth 
are  in  the  greatest  danger.  Thus  it  will,  generally, 
he  found  that  in  toe  middle  course  there  is  most 
r4afety.  Uosides,  the  resOaints  of  improved  society, 
when  not  lost  in  too  extensive  population,  or  swal- 
lowed up  in  commercial  pursuits,  come  in  aid  of 
the  facility,  as  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  regula 
lion  and  government  of  youth. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  and  measures 
taken  for  accommodating  a  number  of  the  students 
in  the  new  college  building,  during  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion. In  this  way  it  is  expected  to  reduce  the  price 
of  boarding,  and  thereby  better  promote  the  views 
and  wishes  of  some  parents  aud  students. 
By  order  of  the  board, 

JOHN  ANDERSON,  president. 
f  Sept.  25,  1818. 

V.  S.  The  winter  session  will  commence  as  usual 
1  on  the  first  of  November.  The  tuition  money  for 
!  each  session  will  hereafter  be  required  in  advance. 


spot. 

Cotton.— The  following  is  the  amount  of  cottow 
7tfoo;  exported  from  London,  from  the  6th  to  the  13th 
of  July,  1818— taken  from  the  London  New  Price 
Current,  of  the  14ih  of  July: 


Antwerp, 
Am'iterdarti, 
Rotterdam, 
Hamburg,   - 
Calais, 
Ostend, 
Malta,      • 
Leghorn,     - 
Genoa,     • 
Cork,  - 
publin,  - 


Pounds. 
40.696 
46,625 
26,882 
32,868 
ir,425 
47,115 
84.78G 
23,014 
14,260 
8,843 
21,854 

364,368 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENCI.ANII. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn,  (s*ys  a  London  paper,  of 
August  17)  that  his  royal  highness,  the  prince  re- 
gent, has  suffered  anotlier  attack  of  the  gout! 

Tlie  manufacturers  of  Manchester  are  yet  un- 
settled. 

A  Sp£.nish  schooner,  a  prize  to  a  patriot  pri- 
^ateer,  putting  into  Penza.ice  in  distress,  has  been 
taken  possession  of  by  the  revenue  officers. 

The  quality  of  the  crops  of  wheat  in  England 
is  said  to  be  good;  but  the  quantity  is  not  very 
great. 

A  company  has  been  established  in  London,  un- 
der t!ie  very  singular  title  of  'tlie  Royal  Patent  Bu- 
rial Comp.iny,"  and  they  jrane-ly  invite  the  public 
to  inspect  their  newly  invented  metallic  coffins." 

It  is  stated  that  count  Las  Casas  is  busy  with  the 
allied  powers  to  procure  some  mitigation  of  the 
present  rigorous  imprisonment  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. 

From  official  returns  laid  before  parliament  it 
appears,  that  the  amount  of  corn  and  grain  import- 
ed into  Great  Britain,  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  5th  of  January  last,  was  17,269,848  bushels— 
and  during  the  year  preceding,  8,828,376  bushels. 
The  amount  of  meal  and  flour  imported  in  1817, 
was  1,166,412  cvvt.  and  in  1816,  141,038  cwt. 

Tlie  Dublin  Evening  Post,  of  Aug.  15,  states  that 
a  farmer  named  John  M'Dermot  and  two  English- 
men had  been  .irrested  for  manufacturing  tea. — 
They  carried  on  their  trade  pretty  extensively  in  the 
Kilmardine  mountain,  in  tlic  county  of  Dublin. — 
Their  tea  was  manufactured  from  the  following  ma- 
terials— 

Black  and  Deadly  Night  Shade— (Poison  ) 
Ivy  Leaves — Poison,  when  taken  in  large  quan- 
Viles.) 

Boughlan  Buy — (ditto,  ditto.) 
Robin-run-the-hedge— (one  of  the  most  severe 
purgatives  among  our  indigenous  plants.) 
jNlountain  Sage — (rather  conducive  to  health.) 
Two  descriptions  of  Alder  leaves — (very  bad.) 
Potaloe  leaves,  when  in  season — (ditto.) 
These  were  curled  by  a  vitriolic  preparation,  and 
-Colored  for  greeii  tea  with  verdigris — for  black  tea, 
Vith  co'ipi-r.-is'" 


IS  17. 

1813. 

281,484 

340.560 

168,765 

185,412 

167,061 

168,962 

151,887 

151,107 

110,776 

1.^0,217 

1 24,468 

118,481 

98,301 

97,920 

60,307 

60,247 

54,176 

52,1^1 

42,980 

47,77S 

25,756 

35,703 

Total, 
Porter. — The  following  list  of  the  number  of  bar- 
rels of  porter,  brewed  in  London,  in  the  years  1817 
and  1818,  ending  on  the  5th  of  July  of  each  year, 
by  the  principal  houses,  is  taken  from  the  Londoo 
Times,  of  July  14th,  1818: 

Barclay,  Perkins,  &  Co. 
Truman,  Hanbury  £4  Co. 
Held  &  Co. 
Whl thread  &  Co. 
Comb,  Delafield  &  Co. 
Henry  Meux  &.Co, 
Calvert  &  Co. 
Goodvt'vn  &  Co. 
Elliott '&  Co. 
Taylor  &  Co. 
Cocks  and  Campbell, 

SPAIN. 

A  letter  from  Madrid,  inserted  in  the  French  pa- 
pers, furnishes  the  following  statement: — The  bi- 
sliop  of  Durango,  marquis  de  Castaniitas,  having 
prohi!)ited  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  from  giving 
balls  in  their  houses,  the  intendant  of  the  province, 
dou  Alejo  (iarciaConde,  disregarding  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  bishop,  continued  to  give  balls  when  ha 
pleased,  at  his  residence.  The  consequence  was  a 
violent  dispute  between  the  intendant  and  the  bi- 
shop, which  ended  in  an  act  of  excommunication 
being  fulminated  against  tlie  former.  Shortly  after 
there  h.ippcned  to  be  a  fete  at  the  cathedral;  and, 
on  the  iniendant's  presenting  himself  for  admission, 
he  was  informed  of  the  order  for  his  exclusion;  on 
hearing  which,  he  rushed  precipitately  forward  to 
the  altar,  at  wliich  the  bishop  was  officiating  ponti- 
hcally,  and  v/otinded  him  so  severely,  with  his 
d.-awu  sword,  that  he  is  since  dead! 

EABT-IJfDIES. 

There  is  a  prospect  that  the  "patriots"  of  Ceylon 
will  give  those  who  stole  their  "legitimate  king," 
and  actually  pilfered  and  carried  off  the  tlironeand 
"crown  jewels,"  a  great  deal  of  trouble — it  was 
the  king-loving  British  that  did  this.  ''Perish  the 
invaders/^' 

THF,  FLOniDAS. 

We  have  a  fresh  report  that  the  Floridas  have 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States — nay,  the  treaty 
therefor  is  said  to  have  arrived,  via  New- York. 

SOOTH-AMERICA. 

The  following  list  is  given  of  the  naval  force  of 
Buenos  Ayres — and  is  said  to  comprise  all  the  ves- 
sels regularly  commissioned,  except  as  stated  be- 
low— 

Shin  Vigilencia,  Ross, 16  guns. 
:  V'liion,  BrowH;  14        tfo. 


SIO 
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Brig  Invincible,  Jewett,  20  do 

Rio  de  1.1  Ptiita,  Davy,  16  do. 

Indepciidencia  del  Sud.tirinnalds,  15  do. 

Creolio,  PauI,  12  do. 

Pueyn-edou,  Frauklin,  13  do. 
Schr  Ruenos  Ayres,  Dietur,  10  do. 

Julia  des  Forrest,  Wilson,  8  do. 

Corso,  Ch.ytor,  12  do. 

Conj^rcssio, ,  10  do. 

Brsldes  these  vessels  liere  emitnerated,  there  are 
many  others  cruising-  in  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
wceans,  some  of  which  are  of  a  large  class. 


Tobscco. 

The  following  f:icts  respecting  tobacco  were  ta 
ken  from  a  work,  by  professor  Eeckman,  ofGottin 
gen. 

1496.— Roinanus  Pane,  a  Spanish  Monk,  whoiii 
Columbus,  on  his  second  voyape,  left  in  Americt, 
pubUsbed  the  first  account  of  Tobacco,  under  the 
name  »f  Cohoba. 

1535. — The  negroes  on  the  plantations  in  the 
West  Indies  bej^an  to  use  it. 

1559. — .lean  N:cot,  envoy  from  France  to  Portu- 
gal,sent  soae  of  tha  seeds  to  Paris,  from  bira  it 
acq.ured  the  name  of  Nicoliuna — when  it  was  first 
used  in  France  it  was  railed  herbe  du  grande  pri- 
euv,  of  the  house  of  Loraine,  who  was  very  fond,  of 
it_it  was  also  called  herbe  de  St.  Croix,  from 
Cardinal  St.  Croix,  who  first  introduced  it  into  Ita- 
ly. It  obtained  the  name  of  Tobacco  from  the 
l'sl!\nd  of  Tobago,  from  whence  it  was  firs*  ob- 
tained. 

1570.— In  Holland  at  this  time  they  smoked  out 
of  conical  tubes  of  palm  leaves  plaited  together. 

1575.— First  appeared  a  print  of  the  plant  in  An- 
dre Thevet's  Cosmograpliie. 

1585.— The  English  first  saw  the  Indians  of  Vir- 
ginia use  clay  pipes,  from  which  time  they  began  to 
be  used  ia  Europe. 

1604— James  the  first  ende.ivored  to   abolish 
the  use  of  tobacco,  by  very  heavy  imposts  oa  it. 

1610.— The  smokicg  of  tobacco  was  known  at 
Constantinople— to  render  the  custom  ridiculous, 
a  Turk,  detected  using  it,  was  led  through  the 
streets  wi'h  a  pipe  transfixed  through  his  nose. 

J615. — Began  to  be  cultivated  in  IloUand. 

1619. — James  1st  ordered  no  planter  to  cultivate 
more  than  1001b. 

1620. — Smoking  first  introduced  into  Germany. 

1631.— First  introduced  into  Austria  by  the  Swe- 
dish troops. 

1634.— Forbidden  in  Russia  under  the  penalty  of 
havinp:  the  nose  cut  ofl". 

1653.— First  used  in  Switzerland— the  magis- 
trates at  first  punished  those  faund  smoking,  but 
the  custom  at  last  became  too  general  to  be  taken 
notice  of. 

1690 — Pope  Innocent  XII  excommunicated  all 
who  should  take  bnufi"  or  use  tobacco  whilst  at 
church. 

1724. — Pope  Benedict  revoked  the  bull  as  he 
himself  used  tobacco  immoderately.  Since  this 
time  the  use  of  tobacco  has  become  almost  unlver 
sal. 

Professor  Beckman  seems  to  think  that  a  kind  of 
tobacco  was  used  in  Asia  before  the  discovery  of 
America — this  receives  great  confirmation  from  n 
passage  in  Palla's  travels,  lie  mentiois  that  it  ii 
used  in  all  the  tartar  tribes  wb.ich  lie  visited — and 
the  Moguls  use  a  pipe,  from  wliicli  it  is  probable 
the  Dutch  took  the  model  of  theirs. 


Indian  Lands. 

FROM  THE  ('IILLKnsKVfLI.r,)  JOCRXAL. 

Wilson  Ltimpk'ii,  esq.  has  been  appointed  by  the 
pre.sident  of  il)e  Uniied  Slates,  to  run,  in  conjunc- 
tion witJi  suitable  persons  to  be  selected  by  the  ex- 
ecutivp  of  Georgia,  'he  bound:'ry  lines  of  the  land 
lately  obtained  by  t'le  agent  from  tlie  Creek  Indians, 
viz:  a  nurrow  strip  of  territory  on  the  OciT^ulgee, 
containing  about  974,000  acres — and  a  slip  lying 
immefliately  beyond  the  A!cov:i,  to  the  west  of  Jiis- 
per  snd  Morgii),  and  suppo.-ed  to  contain  109,000 
pcrcs,  the  greater  p  '.rt  of  which  is  fertile.  Tlie  go- 
vernor, we  understand,  has  repeatedlv  urged  tli'; 
marking  of  ihf  other  treaty  lines,  (Merriu'ether'.* 
and  Jnckson'':) — hut  f-om  the  vai'ietv  of  more  and 
imiiortant  business  which  has  recently  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  prf>i(lent,  this  stihject  has  beeti 
overlo.'ked.  I'liere  is  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  it  will  be  attended  to  soon. 

'l"be  territory  ce<led  by  the  Creek  nation  at  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  contains  above  seven  mil- 
lions of  acrt^s.  It  is  thus  desc-'ibed  in  amanusrrifit 
topographical  work,  prepared  by  tlie  late  colonel 
Hawkins — "Tliat  extensive  body  of  land  between 
Flint  i'iv.°r  and  Okefjunoke,  Alatamana,  and  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  Creek  claims,  is  pine  land, 
with  cypress  ponds  and  Bjy  galls. — The  small 
streams  are  margined  witli  dwarf  evergreens,  the 
uplands  have  yellow  pine,  witji  d\varf  saw  palmeto 
and  wire  grass;  the  bluffs  on  St.  Ill°.s.are  some  part 
of  them  sandy  pine  barren;  the  remainder  a  coni- 
pact  sti{!"yellowish  sand  or  clay,  with  large  swamps 
— tlie  growth.  Loblolly  bay,  gum,  and  small  ever- 
greens— the  whole  of  these  swamps  are  botrs.  In 
the  rainy  season,  which  commences  after  mid-sum- 
mer, the  ponds  fill,  and  then  the  country  is  a  great 
part  of  it  covered  with  \\'ater;  and  in  the  dry  sea- 
son, it  is  d  fricult  to  obtain  water  in  any  direction 
for  many  miles."  In  the  fork  of  Flint  and  Chata- 
hoochie,  tjiere  is  said  to  be  some  good  land. 

The  cession  from  the  Cherokees  is  estimated  at 
a  million  and  a  half  acres,  mostly  poor  and  broken. 
The  whole  quantity  ceded,  falls  little  short  of  ten 
millions  of  acres.  The  expense  of  surveying  this 
immense  body  of  land,  in  tracts  of  half  a  mile 
square,  will  cost,  from  a  rough  estimate,  about 
Ihvee  hundred  tkotisund  dollars! 


CHRONICLE. 

A  colored  fellow  has  been  taken  up  and  sentenc- 
ed to  three  years  imprisonment  to  hard  labor,  and  a 
fine  of  300Z.  for  kidnapping  three  free  negroes, 
which  he  was  believed  to  have  disposed  of  for 
sUves. 

The  great  canal— 2967  men  and  1516  horses  and 
oxen,  are  euuployed  on  the  great  canal  betweeu 
lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson. 

J^feiu  Ifampshire.     The  new  state  house  is  nearly  ' 
completed.     It  is  spoken  of  as   an  honor  to  the 
state;  and  yet  has  been  managed  with   so  much 
economy  that  it  will  cost  only  about  goO.OOO! 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  state  prison  is 
about  70 — all  in  good  health,  and  .actively  employ- 
ed. 

Gunnery.  "\  woik  is  in  the  press  .it  London, 
entitled  a  description  ot  the  sights,  or  instruments 
fi)r  pointing  guns,  proposed  by  maj.  gen.  sir  W, 
Congreve,  for  the  use  of  the  British  navy,  or  heavy 
ordnance  in  battery,  with  isstructiens  for  using 
and  adjusting  them;  and  a  short  account  of  im- 
provements in  manufacturing  gunpowder." 

["Muj.  gen.  sir  William  Congreve"  famous  for 
imposing  his  name  on  certain  foolish  rotkets,  us^ 
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Ill 


|so  imich  and  to  so  little  purpose,  in  the  late  war 
with  the  United  States,  seems  disposed  to  assert 
R  repiilntion  for  anot'aer  invention  known  to  every 
American  seaman  and  soldier.  After  the  knight 
has  perfec'ed  his  work,  and  got  a  patent  for  it,  we 
■woMld  advise  his  government  to  apprentice  a  few 
of  their  smartest  lads  to  the  officers  of  our  navy,  to 
learn  the  use  of  it.] 

Oneula  Indians.  'The  rev.  bishop  Hobart,  of  New 
York,  administered  the  sacrament  and  ordinances 
of  the  church  to  the  i.Viieda  Indians,  on  the  I3lh 
lilt. — a«'!istpd  by  a  young  man  of  Indian  e.\traction, 
who  is  n  licensed  preaclier.  The  Indians  behaved 
with  great  decorum — 24  cliildren  were  buplized, 
89  Tiulians  confirmed,  and  24  receivt-d  the  sacra 
ment,  with  due  sensibility  of  its  nature  and  ten- 
dency. 

The  Oiiedas  amount  to  some  1000  souls — a 
church  is  !)ui!dingfor  their  accommodation. 

JVnrthprn  J\'(ivii/  depot.  We  learn  (says  tlie  New 
York  Columbian)  that  the  government  have  deter- 
mined to  establish  a  naval  depot  above  the  High- 
lands, on  the  Hudson  river,  near  Newburgh.  The 
.siitufttion  is  higldv  advantageous  for  such  an  esta- 
blishment, and  will  atVord  llie  most  safe  situation 
for  tiie  purposes  intended.  Ky  the  completion  of 
the  northern  crnal  in  this  state,  now  in  rapid  and 
successful  progress,  a  vast  and  inexhaustible  quan- 
tity of  every  thing  pertaining  to  sliip  building  can  l)e 
-readily  obtained;  the  forests  which  now  covf-r  the 
immense  tracts  of  country  bordering  on  lake  Gliam- 
plain,  in  the  state  of  V^ermont,  as  v/ell  as  in  this 
state,  togetlier  with  other  advantages,  will  aflbrd 
fiicilities  and  resources  wliich  could  not  be  exceed- 
ed by  any  other  section  of  the  union. 

J}  fj/easant  emp'u>ti:^~eiti.  A  person  in  New  York 
addresses  himself  "to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  city,"  in  the  following  modish  style  of  adver- 
tising: 

"IJenjamin  Tiffin,  bug  destroyer,  (from  Lon<.^.on,) 
begs  leave  to  offer  his  services  to  all  those  who  are 
troubled  with  those  nocturnal  invaders  of  their  rest. 
His  prices  will  be  low,  and  metl.od  eHectual,  hav- 
ing been  40  J/eiirs  in  constant  practice  J" 

"N.  H.     R;.-ference  as  to  character  can  be  had." 

Prices  current,  at  Vevay,  Indiana,  Sept.  8 — two 
years  old  wine,  75  cents  per  bottle;  one  year  old, 
ISl.".>5  per  gallon,  new  do.  §1. 

H'esi's  picture. — The  money  received  by  exhibit- 
ing Wesi'.s  picture  at  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  has 
ena!)!ed  the  managers  of  that  truly  magnificent  in- 
stiiut'.on  to  add  t-iuenty  to  their  list  of  paupers  main- 
tained by  it. 

Onr  riflemen.  As  there  is  not  any  part  of  the 
world  in  wliicli  fire  arms  are  so  familiar  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large  as  in  the  United  Stales,  it  is  not  wori- 
derful  that  they  should  excel  in  the  use  of  them. 
The  following  ariicle  from  the  "Ueflector,"  pub- 
lished at  Mliiedgeville,  Geo.  has  been  forwarded 
to  us  with  a  particular  request  that  it  should  be 
published  in  the  Kkgistkii,  and  we  insert  it  on  ac- 
count of  its  facts,  and  to  bhew  the  amusements  of 
our  frontier  bretlireii: 

On  Thursday  the  lOtli  Sept.  ult.  the  great  shoot. 
ing  match  commenced  near  the  boujid'ary  line  be- 
tween Baldwin  and  Jones'  counties,  for  a  bet  of 
^1,500,  whicli  continued  three  davs.  The  ciial- 
lenge  was  given  by  .Mr.  Ueed  of  MlUecigeville,  that 
lie  with  two  others  wouid  shoot  against  any  three 
in  Jones  county,  the  rub  in  61,  one  hundred  yards. 
The  words  were  no  more  said  than  he  was  in  a  spi- 
rited  manner  taken  up  by  James  K.  T.  W.ilion  of 
Clinton.  After  depositing  t!ie  money,  they  ti.xed 
oil   the  dsy   abevt   nieniioned.    The' three  from 


Bahlwin,  were  ]Messrs.  Reed,  Patton  and  WootoU; 
and  those  from  Jones,  were  Messrs.  Mitchell, 
Weathers  and  Peagin,  all  respectable  citizens,  who, 
together  with  a  vast  concourse  of  friends  on  both 
sicfes,  met  punctually  .-it  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed.  They  accordingly  commenced;  Weathers 
against  P»tton,  .Mitchell  ag'ainst  Wooton,  and  Fea- 
gin  (.gainst  Heed:  for  the  first  tv/o  d.oys  tliey  all 
performed  wonders,  they  having  struck  the  cross 
almost  every  shot;  th<=-  third  day  the  Clintonians 
seemed  to  be  gaining  ground,  which  was  suppose.! 
to  be  a  finesse  of  the  IJaldwin  party,  in  order  ta 
divert  t!ie  Clintonhuis — but  it  proved  quite  the  re- 
verse, for  the  Clintonians  continued  battering  the 
cr 'Ss  every  shot,  until  the  number  were  fired.  On 
counting  the  siiot,  it  whs  given  up  by  the  managers 
in  fa%'or  of  tlie  Clintonians — Mitchell  having  16 
shot  a  head  of  Wooton,  Weathers  ten  a  head  of 
Patton,  and  Peagin  3  a  head  of  Reed.— The  Clinto- 
nians after  getting  the  better  of  the  P>aldwin  party, 
(who  have  been  considered  and  justly  merited  the 
name  of  first  rate  rifle  shooters)  chaUenge  the 
■world  I  I 

[At  this  shooting  match,  of  abo\it  350  balls  fired, 
four  out  of  five  were  within  a  circle  oi'  t/n-ee  inc/ioif 
in  diameter;  many  were  within  half  an  inch  of  the 
centre— eren/  shot,  it  is  added,  "would  have  killed 
a  man."] 

From  the  Plattsbiirgh  Gazette  nf  Aug.  29. 
Monwncnt  to  cum.  J)oimie. — A  tomb  stone,  for 
commodore  Downie,  arrived  at  this  place  in  the 
steam  boat,  a  few  weeks  since,  directed  to  the 
commandant  at  tliis  post.  Col.  Atkinson  has  caus- 
ed this  stone,  which  is  plain  white  marble,  to  be 
put  up  in  a  suitable  manner.  The  following  is  the 
inscription: — 

"S.icred 

To  the  memory  of 

GEOUtiE  DOVvNlR,  Esa. 

A  post  captain  in  the  royal  B.  navy, 

Wh.)  gloriously  fell  on  board 

His  15.  M.  ship  the  Confiance, 

While  leading  the  vessels  under  his 

command 

To  the  attack  of  the  American  flotilla 

At  anchor  in  Cumberland  Day 

ofl'  Plattsburgh, 
On  the  mil  September,  1S14. 
To  mark  the  spot  wiiere  the  rem-iins  of  a 
gallant  ofiicer  and  sincere  friend 
V/tre  honorably  interred, 
This  slCne  has  been  erected 
Ky  Ills  aff'-ctionate  sister-in  law 
Mary  Downie." 
EKf'edilion  to  e.rplorc   the   Jiitisoiiri. — We  are  in. 
foi-med,  from  good  authority,  that  government  have 
concluded  to   send   an  expedition    under  the  com- 
maiul  of  maj.  Long,  of  the  corps    of  engineers,  to 
explore  the  head  waters  of  the  Mi.ssouri,  accompa- 
nied by  scientific  characters;  so  that  all  the  valuable 
inlhrmation  necessary  to  form  a  proper  estimate  of 
this  interesting  river  may  be  collected.     The  expe- 
dition, we  hear,  is  to  depart  fruui  St.  Louis,  wliere  -j. 
steam  boat  is  preparing  for  the  purpose,  whicli  it  is 
tluaiglit,  will  consider.ibiy    facilitate  the  business. 
It  i.s  s.iid  that  maj.    Long  is  well  qualified  for  the 
command. —  Washington  City  Guz.. 

,Sl  Jjunio,  Sept.  4. — .\  gentleman  informs  U9  that 
before  the  winter  sets  iu,  there  will  be  ueai* 
3,U(J0,00U  of  brick  laid  in  this  town  since  the  first  of 
April  last,  and  he  believes  from  a  genera!  acquaint- 
ance with  the  citizens,  that  double  that  quaiitit-/ 
would  be  laid  this  season  ifmiiterials  and  workmc-ii 
coidd   be  obtained  on    moderate   terms-.     !5j;<rj!.-; 
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anc!  scantling  are  enormously  high  and  extremelv 
scarce.  Half  a  dozen  saws  propelled  by  steam 
could  be  profitably  employed  here.  Common  labo- 
rers are  much  wanted,  none  can  be  had  for  less  thaii 
Si  50  per  day  for  the  season  through.  A  few  la- 
borers from  the  eastward  have  been  enabled  to  se- 
cure to  themselves  160  acres  of  land,  each,  by  their 
labor  this  season. 

Trumbull's  painting'  of  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, is  finished  and  now  exhibiting  for  a  few 
days  at  New  York.  It  is  spoken  of  as  a  most  spier,, 
did  performance.  It  contains  47  figures,  most  of 
which  are  likenesses. 

Jimer'can  canvass. — A  New-York  paper  says, — It 
js  stated  that,  t>y  order  of  the  navy  commissioners, 
a  fair  test  <ias  been  made  of  the  comparative  dura- 
bility of  American  and  Russian  canvass,  wliinh  has 
resulted  in  a  clear  demonstration  of  the  superiority 
of  our  own  fabrick.  A  preference  is  therefore 
given  to  our  own  canvass  for  the  public  service. 

Iron  -works.  We  are  told  of  an  iron  foundery  at 
Cincianati.  in  v/hich  80  hands  are  employed.  The 
Iron  work  and  engines  for  seven  steam-boats  are 
now  making  at  this  establishment. 

Connecticut. — The  people  of  this  state  voted  yea 
or  nay,  on  Monda>  last,  on  adopting  the  new  consti- 
tution. The  New  Haven  Herald  of  Tuesday,  gives 
the  returns  of  eight  neigliboring  towns — in  which 
the  yeas  haveair.ajority  of  about  640 

Marylaiul  elections. — For  congress,  Messrs.  Cul- 
breth.  Little,  Ringgold,  Smith,  republicans,  re- 
elected. Mr.  Archer,  rep.  has  been  elected  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Read,  opp.  by  a  majority  of  557  votes; 
and  Mr.  Kent,  rep.  is  elected  from  the  district  at 
present  represenied  by  Mr.  Herbert,  fed. 

There  is  also  a  great  cliange  in  tlie  house  of  de- 
legates. It  is  ascertained  t'lat  a  majority  of  the 
members  elected  are  republican;  but  wliether  sudi- 
cient  to  overbalance  the  senate  [fed.]  in  joint  bal- 
lot for  governor,  &c.  is  yet  do'.'.btfiil. 

Balti-aiohe  Elections. 
Peculiar  circumstances  lead  us  to  deviate  from 
cur  general  rule,  by  giving  the  details  of  the  elec- 
lions  held  in  tliis  city  on  Monday  last.  Oiu*  mayor 
is  chosen  by  electors— and  electors  favorable  to  the 
re-election  of  George  Stiles,  esq.  were  chosen  as 
follows — 

Electors  of  Mayor. 
StiL's. 

386 

592 

4.31 

ST?, 

277 

439 

363 

189 

305 

367 

291 

285 


U'ards. 
1st 
2d 
3d 
4.'h 
5th 
6th 

rih 

9th 
lO'h 
11th 
12th 


^lontgomery. 
153 
265 
301 
479 

7:i 

53 

40 
140 

68 
292 
238 
469 


Total,  4298  2576 

From  which  it  appears  that  Mr.  Stiles  will  be 
re-elected  by  the  great  majority  of  1722  votes. — 
Both  candidates  rtpublican. 

City  Council. 
The  names  of  the  members  elected  and  \hc 
Votes  wliicli  all  the  candidates  received,  have  too 
much  locality  to  authorise  their  insertion  in  llie 
Rf.oistkh.  The  warm  opposition  to  the  mayor  and 
cour.cil  was  caused  by  the  opening  of  cortaio  s'.rtcto, 
and  lartje  appropriations  for  sundry  iranrovcmcnis, 


(by  some  deemed  inexpedient,)  and  the  consequent 
rise  of  taxes.  Of  the  council  the  Federal  Gazette 
observes, — '•From  the  best  information  ws  could 
collect,  it  app%i*s,  th*t  fourteen  members  of  the 
first  branch  and  six  members  of  the  second,  as 
elected,  are  decided  friends  of  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  the  late  city  council,  that  four  of  the  first 
and  three  of  the  second  are  not  considered  as  gene- 
rally hostile  to  those  measures,  but  friendly  to  the 
progress  of  improvements;  and  that  six  of  the  first 
bra-.c!:  and  three  of  the  arcond  are  avowed  oppo- 
nents of  the  leading  rae»sures  of  the  late  council." 
Members  of  Ansembly. 


ELECTIOW 
DlSTniCXS. 

1st 

369 

§ 

■J 

a; 

432 

271 

71 

69 

e 

351 

2d 

415 

377 

370 

79 

48 

225 

3d 

335 

228 

239 

109 

72 

98 

4th 

679 

464 

402 

232 

141 

60 

5th 

541 

452 

194 

153 

78 

116 

6ih 

539 

507 

1,^6 

184 

83 

186 

7th 

503 

298 

166 

310 

149 

5i 

8th 

358 

223 

67 

ly7 

113 

49 

3739  2986  1845  1335  753  1138 
Messrs.  Kell  and  Brarkenridge  were,  therefore^ 
elected  by  large  majorities — they  are  republicans. 
Mr.  Finley  is  a  federalist,  but  received  the  support 
of  many  republican';.  Messrs.  Smith  and  F..ichel- 
berger  were  the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the 
(republican)  ward  committees — and  Mr.  Tyson  was 
chiefly  supported  fjrhis  opposi';in  of  the  measures 
of  the  mayor  and  city  council,  by  republicans. 
Sheriff. 


CITY 
niSTBlCTS    i5 
1st 


2d 

3d 

4t.h 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8lh 


690  137 

en  163 

374  199 

505  476 


22  109 
15  163 
12      69 


432 


387 
403 


150    690 

103     423 


31 
27 
15 
41 

19 


92 
49 


6\ 

69 

44 

154 

151 


57     103 

10       28 

3       25 


s 

^ 

68 
77 
56 
53 
27 
23 
10 
2 


e 

S 


o 

I 

0 
10 
19 

7 

2 


s 

o 

2 
4 
4 
18 
16 
8 


3250  2883     182     552    635    316    47     53 


COUNTY. 

1st 

2d 

3d 

4lh 

5th 

6ih 

7  th 


198 
270 
64 
114 
299 
248 
177 


62 

96 
217 

65 

99 
156 

90 


6 

5d, 

253 
12 

137 
46 


56, 
17 
0 
1 
0 
2 
15 


6 

30 

39 
0 

27 
20 
17 


6 
2 
2 
42 
1 
4 

60 


County,  1370     785    545       91     159  60 

City,       3250  2883     182     552     630    316    47 

Total,     4620  3668    727    643    769  107 

All  the  candidates  are  understood  to  be  repub. 
lican.';. 

llaUiniorc  cottnty — dalegatcs  to  the  assembly. 
Jicpublican.  Federal. 


Orrick, 

1671 

C.  Howard, 

400 

Showers, 

1758 

Elder; 

35(r 

Snowden, 

1734 

Thomas, 

1226 

n 
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rnlHTED  AHB  PUBtlBHKr  BT  H.  KILKS,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,    rAVAlILK  IN  AllVAVCK. 


The  ex-presidents  of  the  IT.  States. 

There  is  something  very  pleasing  to  the  reflec- 
tive republican,  when  the  fact  occurs  to  him,  that 
John  Apams,  Thomas  Jeffersow  and  James  Madi 
SON — a  truly  illustrious  trio,  each  of  whom  have 
served  as  presidents  of  the  United  States  (the  high- 
est and  most  honorable  office  in  the  world)  are 
still  living  to  reap  and  enjoy  the  sweet  fruits  of  the 
political  harvest  which  tlifilr  liand  planted,  in  an 
auspicious  season,  and  happy  soil.  That  the  three 
are  in  union  of  sentiment,  and  in  social  communica 
tion  with  each  other — and  nearly  equally  respected, 
beloved  or  revered,  by  millions  of  freemen!  The 
two  former  may  be  said  to  have  survived  their  ene- 
mies, or  the  eiunities  that  existed  against  them; 
and  the  public  reason,  considering  the  frailties  of 
human  natiu-e,  has  settled  itself  into  a  belief  that 
errors  committed  by  either  ought  to  be  obliterated 
by  their  honesty  of  intension:  and  the  latter  is  ra- 
pidly approaching  the  same  enviable  condition,  and 
will  soon  arrive  at  it.  Neither  of  them  are  jealous  of 
the  other — neither  of  them  have  particular  parti- 
zans,  or  gender  feuds  to  disturb  the  public  tranq<ii- 
lity:  they  are  simple  citizens,  amenable  to  the  law 
of  the  land  like  the  meanest  individual,  without 
prerogative  or  privilege,  but  that  of  franking  their 
letters  to  and  from  tlieir  numerous  friends  and  cor- 
respondents, which  their  dignified  stations  neces- 
sarily caused:  there  is  no  breath  of  a  suspicion  that 
cither  have  attempted,  or  are  attempting,to  influence 
the  public  opinion  in  favor  of  any  sect  of  persons  or 
set  of  measures;— they  are  destitute  of  influence, 
except  that  which  an  enlightened  mind  voluntarily 
pays  to  wisdom  and  experience,  or  distinguished 
virtue  and  eminent  services.  Each  has  his  circle 
of  neighbors  and  friends— not  to  hatch  treason, — 
to  spread  disaffection,  -but  to  enjoy  the  delights  of 
familiar  intercourse,  and  confer  and  receive  the 
most  deliglitful  feelings  of  the  human  heart.  Real- 
iy> — tliis  is  a  strange  state  of  things— we  never 
heard  of  the  like  before;  history  presents  us  with 
no  parallel  to  it;  it  is  an  affair  suiffPU'ris;  but  a  mo- 
nument of  glory  to  our  republican  institutions, 
dear  to  every  one  regardful  of  the  ihghts  of  man. 
"The  rights  of  man!"— Oh,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  esteemed,  as  wc  ought,  our  possession 
of  these  righti,!  — Would  to  God  that  each  of  us 
could  be  made  sensible  of  the  blessings  that  flow 
from  our  independence — our  manners,  habits  and 
constitution,  moral  and  political!— If  it  were  so,  we 
should  be  very  different  from  what  we  are.  A  holy 
pride  (if  the  word  may  be  allowed)  would  animate 
every  one  of  us;  and  the  name  of  an  American  be 
considered  as  tlie  best  legacy  that  we  could  leave 
to  our  children, — charging  them  to  take  care  "that 
the  republic  suffered  no  detriment."  Mail,  land  of 
my  fathers! — may  thy  co-;irse  be  as  glorious  as  thy 
dawn  has  been  happy — inayest  thou  forever  reniain 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  and  tlie  home  of  the 
free! 

Wholesale  Swindlins:. 

Suppose,  tliat  certain  persons  in  ,  any  one  of 

our  great  ciiics,  hnvii-.g  perfected  {he:  arraiiffcwciit, 
borrow  of  a  neighbaring  country  bank  a  few  reams 
9f  its  paper,  s'amped  and  marked  as  havin'j  a  va'.uf 
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of  200,000  dollars,  in  the  whole.  T!ie  notes  of  thicj 
little  pag-shop  being  in  tolerable  repute  in  the 
neighborhood  of  its  location,  ftre  invested  in  ail 
sorts  of  produce,  such  as  Hour,  grain,  whiskey,  &.o, 
or  sold  by  the  borrowers  themselves,  in  the  large 
towns,  at  about  three  per  cent.  (Uscoilnt.  Well,  all 
tliose  notes,  by  the  simultaneous  operation  of  tl-.e 
concerned,  being  disposed  of  as  aforesaid  in  less 
than  a  week,  the  bank,  (as  previously  agreerl  upon, 
and  indeed  as  the  necesnity  o^  tlie  case  would  im 
pose)  then  refuses  payment  of  its  bills,  and  to  ap- 
plicants, says,  "7t;e  have  ndtliing-  to  give  you  in  e.r- 
changefor  them."  The  report  instan'ly  goes  abroad 
that  the  baqk  is  bankrupt;  its  bills  are  sold  by  those 
who  the  week  before  gave  value  for  tliem,  at  almost 
any  price — 15,  20,  30  per  cent,  discount — and  in 
another  week  return  to  the  bank,  at  par,  to  relieve 
the  very  obligations  for  wliich  they  were  orii^inally 
issued!  Now,  suppose  all  these  suppositions  are  true 
do  not  the  rascals  engaged  in  it  deserve  to  lose 
their  ears — that  all  men  may  know  tliem  for  (L-iihe- 
rate  swindlers? 

We  htive  several  times  expressed  our  regret  at 
the  difficulty  of  obtami'g  what  may  be  con'-idi-r^'l 
legal  teatimonv,  and  hence  have  omitted  to  give 
the  names  ofdisliouest  banks  and  dislionest  pi-rsons 
rrianaging  them,  to  direct  the  public  attention  to 
peculiar  jjoints  of  detestation.  It' such  testintnny 
were  at  hand,  and  would  be  freely  given  in  cotii't 
— we  certainly,  sliould  publish  the  names  of  sever:4 
rags-shops  which  have  been  guilty  of  deeds  that 
ought  to  send  niany  well-dressed  rogufs  to  the 
pillory  or  penilenti^iry.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  us 
to  believe,  wi  boat  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  th.it  t'le 
above,  for  an  e.xample,  is  pretty  nearly  the  (rue 
state  of  a  late  transaction — but,  before  mentioninpf 
names,  it  is  needful  also,  that  we  shoidd  be  able  to 
furnish  legal  proof  of  it,     JJic  labor,  hoc  opm-  est. 

U^One  operation  having  su^ccedi-'d,  and  tlie 
scoundrel- bank  being  at  work  a.L;'ai;i,  another 
has  stopped  for  the  sec-  nd  turc,  and  two  othei-s, 
it  is  given  --ut,  are  expected  to  slop.  Certainly, 
t)ie  patience  of  the  people,  in  iiearing  v.iLli  such 
conduct,  is  "sanieihing  new  wider  the  uvn.'" 

(ry-Eeformati ill.  But  a  master  spirit  is  at  work 
to  check  bankiig  speculations, — speculations  mo-'; 
criminal  in  their  design  and  more  hurtfid  in  their 
operatioii  than  hi^!i way  robbery — tb.e  foUo'.  ing  is 
among  the  proofs  nf  the  fact  that  the  people  have 
themselves  taken  up  the  subject. 

From  the  Steuhfnville  Herald.  We  are  authorised 
to  state,  Jo/j;i  V.  /rc/^//^,  esq.  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  United  Slates  bank — that  he  entertains 
strong  doubts  oftlse  co:istitulional  powers  o("  con- 
gress to  establish  such  a  b.tnk — ar.d  is  clearly  of 
o'pi'iion  that  their  bi-.nking  es' ihlisiiments  sliouid 
be  limited  to  the  district  of  Cohimbia. — That  Uf. 
woulvl  fi-el  it  hisd'.iiy,  in  any  statioi  he  rw'ghtcc- 
cupy,  v/liere  his  exertions  could  effect  aiiy  thi  tg 
to  f.tvor  an  enquiry  whetiier  the  ciiurti^r  has  ii.it 
become  fo' feit,  bv  the  discounting  s^ock  notrs  in 
p.iyment  for  slo;:.k,  instead  of  req'.iirhig  gold  anrl 
lilvcr,  and  by  the  recent  refusal  to  redeem  ihe 
no'ps  issued  by  the  bur.k;  and  if  -^ati^ried  of  tha 
facts,  would  not  iicsltute  to  use  ev;-rv  ex'jr'.ion  livv- 
f'jllv  to  d?nv!v»  t!ie  ban-k  of  its  cliurtef. 
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JJ'e  are  aiit/wriieJ  also  Co  state,  that  JMr.  ITvight 
is  of  npiinon  i.'iat  7io  c/iarlfr  f,r  n  bunk  ever  oxtght  to' 
he  granted  hi  any  govern  incut,  -.vliich  exonerates  the 
in'uviihial  siochkuhlera  from  res[>onsihility  for  the 
ilebtn  of  the  bank. 

[r^jVMr.  W-ight  is  a  candidate  for  congress  from 
the  b. ate  of  Oliio.] 

United  States'  Bank  Charter. 

KvM-y  body — or  rath?r  everj  unsuspicious  man, 
t^'litr'ves  tli.it  ati  interest,  at  the  rate  "of  twelve pf^r 
ttnt  pi-r  unnum,"  nriKy  be  recovered  of  the  bank  for 
any  of  its  nntc-s  which  it  shidl  nejtrlect  or  refuse  to 
redeem  with  specie,  on  dem;<iid — (see  section  17) 
— but  there  istlie  following- /jrcTzso,  'that  congress 
•'may  at  any  time  hereafter  cuaci  laws  enforciiig 
"a;id  re^ululinf^  liie  recovery  of  the  amount  of 
•'iioies,  hills,  obiiijations  or  other  debis,  of  wliic!) 
"payment  shall  be  refused  :.s  aforesaid,  with  the 
'■i-ate  of  interest  above  reeiuiwucd,"  Sec. 

No-.v  as  the  "iiereafver"  has  not  arrived — as  no 
laws  have  b^en  passed  relative  to  tlie  recovery  of 
the  "above"  interest — the  section  is  nouBcnse,  or 
worse  than  nonsense.  Indeed,  it  bears  the  ap- 
pearance of  havinjj  been  deliberately  designed  to 
deceive;  ilie  people.  I'here  are  several  other  things 
iii  '.  )ie  charter  almost  as  absurd  as  the  preceding — 
und  many  sections  wliich  any  genlleman  "le'»rned  in 
the  law,"  might  twist  i:;to"any  tiling  or  nothing.  It 
is  to  tliis  liajipy  knack,  indeed,  of  dravxing  bills  for 
lav\  s,  th;.t  even  a  law  to  "prevent  sv.'lne  from  run- 
iiiiig  at  large"  cannot  be  s.ifely  acted  upon,  without 
lirst  buying;  an  interpretation  of  its  meaning. 


month.  If  it  shall  appear,  from  the  returns  to  be 
made  to  this  assembly,  that  the  plan  of  the  consti- 
tution has  been  approved  by  the  people,  a  revision 
of  some  of  our  laws,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
them  conformable  to  the  provisions  of  that  instru- 
ment, may  be  deemed  expedient. 

'I'lie  measures  which  I  have,  on  former  occasions, 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, have,  in  my  judgment,  lost  none  of  their  im- 
portance. If  you  entertain  a  similar  opinion,  and 
the  other  business  of  the  session  is  sucl)  as  to  afford 
leisure  for  the  purpose,  tUey  will  doubtless  receive 

your  consideration. 1  am  happy  in  being  able  to 

inform  you,  that  I  know  ol  no  other  subjects  of  ge- 
neral concern,  whicli  appear  to  require  your  atten- 
tion. 

In  this  favored  country,  the  only  legitimate  ob. 
ject  of  legislation,  are  the  security  of  equal  rights 
and  privileges  to  every  portion  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens; and  these  objects  can  only  be  atta:ned,  by 
laws  enforcing  the  observance  of  strict  and  impar-  m 
tial  justice. 

In  proportion  to  the  importance  of  these  subjects 
whicli  may  come  under  consideration,  the  obliga- 
tions of  sincerity,  candor,  and  mutual  forbearance 
wiil  be  increased. 

That  our  mutual  consultations  may  result  in  prn- 
moting  the  best  interests  of  our  constituents,  is  the; 
fervent  wish  of  my  heart.     OLIVER  \VOLCOTT. 

General  assembly,  October  session,  1818. 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

J^'ew  Huv('n.  October  8. — The  legislature  of  this 
state,  commenced  th.eir  fall  session  in  this  city  this 
d.iy.  The  governor  was  escoried  to  the  state  house, 
in  the  '.isiLd  Oianner. 

The  house  of  representatives  made  choice  of  Gi- 
deon TomlinsQU,  esq.  speaker,  and  S.  .4.  Fuote,  esq. 
first  cleik.    After  balloting  three  times,  JJ.  iV.  Ed- 
war'ls,  :.sq.  was  chosen  second  clerk.     The  vote  far 
II.  W.  E.hvwrds,  114,   H.  Terry,  63—177  members 
oiiiy  being  pi-esent.     The  house  soon  after,  upon 
iiicss.'ge  from  his  excellei  oy,  met  the  governor  and 
council  in   the  council-chamber,   where  his  excel- 
le-cy  delivered  the  following  speech. 
Gcntleiut)!  of  the  council,. ^Ir.  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
I  offer  you  iriy  congratulations  on  the  circum- 
stances under  which  you  are  now  convened.     Our 
country  continues  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace 
ar,d  lranqni!it\;    a  fertile   season,  has  been  accom- 
punied  Willi  general  health;  abundant  supplies  have 
rewarded  the  exertions   of  the  luisbandmati;    agri- 
culture,  nianuf-xlures,   arts,   and   science,   are  in 
a  state  of  progressive   improvement;  our  internal 
commerce    is    floi'.rishing,    and   tliat    with   foreign 
ccnuiiries  is  gradually  surmtiimting  the  embarrass 
nients  under  which  it  has  laboi-ed.     This  combina- 
tion of  prosperous  events,  den.ands  united  expies- 
sions  of  devout  gratitude  to  tlie  Beneficent  Parent 
fif  Nature,   from    whom    all    these   bltrsaings   have 
bten  deiuved. 

Iii  pursnuiice  of  a  resolution  of  the  last  general 
r.ssevrbly,  .i  convention  of  delegatis  from  the  towns 
iu  this  state,  assembled  sit  II,.rtford,  wiio,  after  a 
S'^dulons  attentijn  to  the  trust  rejHjScu  in  tliem, 
framed  a  constiuiti{jn  of  civil  govern  ;>ent  for  the 
people  of  tills  ^tate,  which  was  .submitted  to  their 
consideration  on  the  first  Jv'oudsv  of  ihe  present 


Trumbull's  Indepeiideiice. 

From  tliC  J\'.  T.  Daily  .idvertiser. 
We  have  seen  this   magnificent  painting,   whicK 
is,  by  permission  of  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates,   publicly   exhibited  in  New  York,  fir  the 
gratification  of  tuch  persons  as  may  be  desirous  of  ■ 
viewing  it    before  it   shall   be  taken  to  the  seat  of 
government.     It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  say, 
th.at  this  picture,  executed  by  direction  of  the  na- 
tional authority,  by  the  hands  of  our  most   distin- 
guished artist,  must  be  worthy  of  general  inspec- 
tion.—We   doubt  whether  there  is  a  work  of  the  , 
kind  in  the  world,  which,  when  every  circumstance 
connected  with  i'.s  history  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion, is  so  well  C'^lcidated  to  excite  or  to  gratify 
public  curiosity,  as  this  splendid  painting. 

The  canvass  measures  eigliteen  by  twelve  feet, 
and  contains  forty-seven  portraits.  Of  these,  thirty- 
seven  were  painted  from  the  life  by  colonel  Trum- 
bull, and  ten  were  copied  from  other  pictures,  the 
pei  sous  having  deceased  before  he  was  able  to  see 
tliem.  With  regard  to  several  of  the  illustrious 
men,  we  can  speak  from  personal  acquaintance,  the 
likenesses  are  admirable.  The  time  chosen  for  the 
subject  of  the  painting  is  that,  when  the  commit- 
tee  appointed  to  draw  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, are  handing  it  in  at  the  president's  table. 
Ti^at  committee  consisted  of  THO.MAS  .lEFFEU- 
SON,  JOHN  ADAMS.  BEX.IA.VIIN  FR.^NKLIN, 
llOGKli  SliEK-VIAN,  and  UOUEKT  U.  LIVING- 
STON. The  variety  and  force  of  expression  in  the 
counienances  of  the  congress,  at  this  interesting 
and  awfid  moment,  are  most  strikingly  depicted 
by  the  painter,  and  c;mnot  fail,  we  think,  to  awaken 
tlie  liveliest  emotioas  in  the  mind  of  every  be- 
holder. 

To  suppose  that  any  native  American  can  go  back 
in  his  recollecdon,  or  his  iunagination,  to  the  period 
when  this  great  event  took  place,  and  not  f-^el  a 
deer,  interest  in  the  actual  view  of  tliC  personages 
by  wliom  it  was  acliieved,  would  be  a  species  of  re- 
proach  which  we  are  not  willing  to  cast  on  any  fel- 
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low  citizen.  The  declaration  of  the  independence 
f'.f  these  t'.iirteen  colonies,  was  an  act  fru>!);ht  wiUi 
the  most  important  consequenccB  to  tlie  individuals 
by  whonn  it  was  nnade,  to  the  countries  wliich  it 
concerned,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  civil  and  reli 
gious  freedom  throughout  the  world.  Had  tli« 
struggle  between  us  and  Great  Britain  terminated 
Unsuccessfully  on  our  part,  these  great  patriots 
and  statesmen,  whose  portraits  are  now  presented 
to  us,  associated  with  so  many  astonishing  recol- 
lections, would  have  been  stigmatised  as  rebels,  and 
punished  as  traitors.  By  the  blessing  of  God,  it 
was  successful,  and  we  now  revere  them  as  the  in- 
trepid defenders  of  our  co<mtry's  rights,  as  illus- 
trious statesmen,  and  venerable  patriots.  To  the 
countries,  and  particularly  to  this,  the  result  of  the 
contest  was  of  the  highest  importance.  Instead 
of  colonies,  we  were  constituted  a  nation — in  tlie 
place  of  subordination  and  dependence,  we  were 
elevated  to  perfect  and  uncontrolled  independence. 
Tlie  difference  is  too  great  to  require  illustration 
or  enforcing;  What  efiects  it  has  been  the  instru- 
ment of  producing  in  the  world  we  shall  not  ven- 
ture to  assert.  The  stupendous  events  which  have 
occurred  since  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  are  too  great 
and  numerous  to  be  recounted.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain— The  lessons  of  freedom  and  just  government, 
which  were  taught  the  nations  of  the  earth  by  the 
declaration  and  war  of  independence  in  the  United 
States,  will  never  be  lo^t  or  forgotten. 

When  this  GREAT  N.\T10NAL  PAINTING 
shall  be  removed  to  the  seat  of  government,  which 
will  be  as  soon  as  the  room  designed  for  its  recep 
tion  shall  be  finished,  it  will  of  course  be  otit  of 
the  reach  of  our  citizens,  except  those  who  may 
visit  tliat  place;  so  that  those  who  may  be  desirous 
of  seeing  it,  will  find  the  present  tiie  most  conve- 
nient opportunity. 

We  have  made  tliese  remarks  with  a  strong  dis- 
position to  forward  the  views  of  tlie  distinguished 
artist  to  wliom  the  nation  is  so  deeply  indebted 
for  the  perpetuation  by  his  pencd  of  this  illustrious 
event,  as  well  as  from  a  desire  to  conduce  to  the 
gratification  of  all  those  who  admire  the  art,  or  feel 
interested  in  the  most  important  and  the  most  sub- 
lime political  event  in  tiie  history  of  our  country— 
p.rhiips  in  the  hi:iiory  of  the  world. 


Navy  of  the  United  States. 

FROM  THK  MAllTLAND   CKNSOR. 

J^'enft  niles,  regulations  tmd  iiistniclioJis  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  navid  service  of  the  Uniled  States: 
lately  issiied. 

Every  thing  wliich  has  a  tendency  to  improve 
tliat  department  of  the  public  service,  possesses,. 
in  our  eyes,  peculiar  attractions.  If  our  navy,  in 
its  cradle,  like  ancient  Hercules,  strangled  the 
serpents  that  came  to  devour  it,  may  we  not  hope 
that,  in  its  manhood,  it  shall  destroy  the  lion,  and 
Cnaliy,  overawe  and  exterminate  that  accursed 
monster,  British  influence,  whose  heads  are  more 
numerous  and  indestructible  than  those  of  th  Ler- 
nocan  Hydra  of  old?  But  why  is  it  that  we  di  light  to 
conteiTiplate  the  growing  power  of  the  navy.  Mid  so 
fondly  anticipate  the  splendor  of  its  future  achieve- 
ments? Not  because  we  take  misanthropic  pleasure 
in  the  "pomp  and  circumstance,"  and  taxes  and 
niiseiy  of  wurj  but,  because,  while  man  remains, 
constituted  as  he  is,  with  all  his  passions  and  frail 
ties,  War  must  uc  expected;  the  benevolent  eO'orts 
of  Mr.  Pick(.iing  and  Alexander  the  deliverer,  as- 
sociated, to  tlie  contrary  iictvvithstanding— and 
Uurcfore  v.'C-  wisii  lo  see  our  navy  exp;i'.id',   com- 


mensurately  with  the  inrreasing  resources  of  our 
v-rowing  country:  and  that  iv  may  con'inue  with 
resistless  energy  to  assert  the  rights  and  fight  the 
battles  o[' freemen.  It  is  only  in  such  a  cause  that 
we  eiUier  hope  or  expect  to  see  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  carry  along  with  it  the  hearts  of  ilie 
peol)le,  and  ^xihcxiX  that  iitjtpur'i,  whatever  transient 
glory  it  may  acquire,  like  the  wooden  walls  of  old 
England,  it  must  finally  decay  and  perish. 

Bal  we  must  not  forget,  tjiat  though  tiie  affec- 
tions of  the  people  are   indispensable,  that  is  not 
all  that  is  necessary  to  the  grovvth  and  prosperity 
of  the  navy.     There  should  Jways  be  at  the  head 
of  the  department,  personal   dignity  to  command 
respect,  talents  to  excile  a  spirit  of  emulation,  witli 
address  to  repress  the  spirit  of  f.:clion  throughout 
tlie  service;  with  such  a  genius  to  guard  it"  desti- 
nies, there  requires  to  be  a  system  ofrule^  and  regu' 
luiions,  provided  with  such  checks,  and  securiiie", 
as  shall  effectually  guar.mtse  the  strictest  discipline 
and  performance  of  dut};   reaching,  and  controling 
alike,  the  commodore  commanding  his  squadron, 
and   the   boatswain    providing    his    "mats,    plats, 
knippers,   points    and  gaskets."     We   are  glad  to 
find  that  such   a  system,   so  comprehensive    in  its 
scope,  and  exact  in  its  details,  has  at  length  been 
issued    under   the    title    of  "RULES,    RF.GULA- 
nONS    AND  INSTRUCTIONS,    FOR    t  HE    NA- 
VAL SEltVlCE  OF  TIIF  UNIfED  STATES.  /^  t- 
pared  by  [he  board  of  navy  eo'nmissioi.ers  of  tlie  Unil' 
ed  States,  luuh  the  consent  of  the  honuruhle  the  seae- 
tary  of  the  navy,  in  vbedi'-nce  to  un  act  nf  congre.',s, 
passed  seventh  of    February,  1815,   enitled  "an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the   seveml  acts  fir  eslahHsliing  a 
navy  (h  /lartment  by  adding  thereto  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners." 

From  the  cursory  view  we  have  been  abU-  to 
take  of  these  regulations,  it  appears  to  v.s  that 
every  thing  that  zeal  and  skill  could  do,  has  been 
done,  to  supply  existing  defects,  and  to  aiitic-ipate 
and  provide  tor  every  thing  neces/a! y  to  ensure  in 
the  naval  scrVice,  tlie  greatest  att^inal)le  degree  of 

economy,     health,    discipline    and    efiicleucy 

Though  we  do  not  like  to  avow  them,  we  are  not 
without  our  conjectures,  as  to  the  particular  co.n- 
missioner  v-ho  has  had  the  labor,  and  is  en' it  led  to 
tlie  credit  of  preparing  and  dii^eslmg  this  admira- 
ble system  of  government;  bul  by  whomsoever  it 
may  have  been  drawn  up,  v/e  venture  to  predict 
that  the  sight  of  it  will  c<iiir;/und  poor  »1;1  .loVmy 
Hull  more  ti^an  any  fubi-ic  of  .^nierican  niiuiuf.ctui'e 
lie  lias  ever  yet  seen.  He  will  t.ee  in  these  rules  and 
regulalions,  nciliier  tlie  vain  workings  of  inexp^vi- 
ence,  nor  the  unavailing  lemnaiiis  of  prejudice  xm\ 
old  habits;  he  will  find  in  them  the  inventions  of 
a  master  spirit,  aided  by  a  peneiration  that  notjiir.g 
could  subdue.  In  finr,  England  will  descry  in  l!);s 
system  of  regulations  fa*  tlie  government  of  our 
navy,  an  evidence  of  tliat  superior  enlfrnrize  w'licii 
makes  a  jiart  of  the  American  character,  iukI  tliat 
cool  and  sober  earnestness  in  layng,  oa  the  bouiidle-s 
resources  of  a  growing  nation,  the  foimdation  of  i 
great  naVal  power;  tlu.t  will  terrily  her  more  linui 
all  the  vainglorious  schemes  of  t\  rants;  whicii,  i,ot 
resiiiig  on  the  sclid  foundation  of  a  pecpic's  love, 
may  be  compared  to 


■  n  rtrrle  in  the  ivntcr. 


^^H'/iic/i  nrvrr  fcasUli  to  tnlai\i;e  itiTl/', 

^*Tiil,  liij  broad  sprtadiii^,  U  (llipcnvlo  noui;M.^' 

In  a  fulure,  iiumbir,  wliea  v,e  have  nm-e  rooir!, 
\Vc  s'- all  extract  so.ne  of  I'i'.se  redjulalivis;  fort'ie 
present  we  can  only  traiiiCiihe  one  to  shew  the  -u-e- 
cautiona  adopted  to  preverit  igi'.oraiit  and  incoinpe- 
le;il  :.ii.i).;uji'iii:-v    iiorn  rising   lo  .'^t.dions   of  mu.ry 


lib. 
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importai'.Ci.',  to  the   discredit  and   ruin  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

".Vlidsr.ipa\en,  bc-fjre  being  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  a  lieutcnani,im:si  be  eiij-iilcen  years  of  age,  having 
served  ;tt  sf»a  two  years,  be  acquainted  with  the 
manner  of  rii^>^ing  and  sio'.vincj  a  sliip;  the  manage- 
ii;eiU  of  itriiiles'v  at  sea, arithmetic,  geoirieti-y,  trigo- 
iKHTielry  and  navigation.  lie  must  also  know  how 
to  make  astronomical  calculations  for  nautical 
purposes,  and  ]).^ss  an  exaiiiination  on  all  tiiose 
points  befoie  a  board  of  navy  officers,  to  be  aj)- 
pointed  by  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy  for  that  pur 
{)().;«;  by  whom  the  moi'als  and  good  character  of 
candidates  will  be  enquired  into." 

Public  Lands. 

From  the  Ricliniond  Enquire)-,   Oct.  6. 

There  is  no  government  in  tlse  world  wliich  pos- 
se.-.es  such  a  copious  resotu'ce  of  revenue  as  tlie 
Uiiiu-d  Stales  have  in  tiieir  western  lands.  Galcu- 
laie  tite  immense  extent  of  unappropriated  territo- 
ry which  lies  to  the  north  west  of  t!ie  Ohio,  in  the 
s,t.ites  of  Oliio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  and  the  vasi  district  which  stretches 
i'.ua  ti'.e  nortii-westernmost  angle  of  the  United 
Stiitfs;  add  the  unoccupied  lands,  which  lie  in 
Gfc(;r,.^ia,  the  Mississippi  state,  and  Alabama  terri- 
toi;\;  — then  cross  the  Mississippi  and  carry  your 
view  over  those  immense  tracts  of  unappropriated 
soil,  which  lie  in  the  L.ouisi.ina  state  and  Missouri 
t*'rrll(.ry,  svretching  back,  certainly  to  the  Sabine 
River,  probably  to  the  llio  Grande,  possibly  to  the 
Itocky    Mountains,  and  even  to  the  Pacific  Ocean: 

consider  the  extensive  cessions  which  have  been 

avready  made  by  the  Indian  tribes,  the  facility  and 
liu;  moder.ite  terms  on  which  furllier  cessions  may 
ill  'A\  times  be  made:  then  calculate  the  rapidity 
v.ilh  w!i!f..'i  this  western  country  is  filling  up,  the 
suides  which  approaching  civilization  annually 
makes  upon  the  retiring  desert;  the  daily  emigra- 
tion of  foreigners  to  the  U.  States  and  the  tide  ofpo- 
pulation  which  is  constantly  setting  in  from  the 
sea  board  to  the  interior;  the  immense  fertility  of 
the  i>uhlic  lands,  almost  every  inch  of  which  is 
fresli  from  the  hands  of  nature,  and  covered  with 
the  vegetable  mould  of  several  ages;  consider  the 
vast  crops  of  the  most  valuable  staples  which 
spring,  as  it  were,  from  the  hot-bed  of  this  natural 
manure,  the  number  of  towns  which  shoot  up,  like 
musliroom?;  and  what  definable  limit  is  there  to  the 
]5roductive  powers  of  this  branch  of  the  public  re- 
venue.'' 

Formerly  land  was  sold  by  our  ancestors,  a  few 
dollars  to  the  hundred  acres.  Mr.  Gallatin's  book, 
on  111 e  land  laws,  states,  that  "prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  form  of  government,"  but  three 
in.cts  had  been  sold;  one  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania of  202,167  acres,  a  second  to  the  Ohio  company, 
ot  y64,285  acres,  a  third  to  John  Cleves  Symmes 
ai'.d  Go.  of  one  miilion  of  .acres;  all,  at  the  rate 
of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  payable  in  evi- 
d'Mices  of  the  puUlic  debt.  Prior  to  the  act  of  lOdi 
.May,  180U,  no  ir.ore  than  121,540  acres  liad  thus 
been  sold.  Mr.  G.iliatin  deserves  some  credit  for 
i!k"  improvements  he  introduced  into  the  mode  of 
selling  the  public  lands.  The  act  oJ  congress  of 
M.;v,  1800,  organized  the  system,  which  remains, 
will:  some  suli.-iequent  nioln'ications.  The  public 
l.iiuisare  :iow  put  up  to  /;h/;./c  ■sj/t',  but  cannot  be 
.suld  f,.r  less  tl'.aii  tivi>  ilotlars  an  acre.  A  proposi- 
tion, recently  made,  of  fixing  the  miidmuin  to  live 
dcii-.rs,  h.ts  failed— "The  lands  not  piirclia«ed  at 
puLiic  sale  may,  at  any  ivj:ie  afier,  be  purchased  in 


quarter  sections  (of  160  acres)  at  private  sale,"  but 
at  not  less  than  two  dollars,  "and  without  p.iying 
any  fees  whatever.  The  purchase  money,  whethef 
the  land  be  bought  at  public  or  at  private  sale,  is 
payable  in  /o;/r  equal  instalments,  the  first  within 
40  days,  and  the  three  others  within  two  yeai>:, 
three  years,  and  four  years  after  the  date  of  the 
purchase.  No  interest  is  charged  if  the  payments 
be  punctually  made,  but  it  must  be  p  lid  from  the 
date  of  the  purchase,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  a 
year,  on  each  instalment  not  paid  on  the  day  on 
which  it  is  due.  A  discount, &\.  the  rate  of  8  per 
cent,  a  year,  is  allowed  for  prompt  payment;  which 
if  the  wiiole  purchase  money  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
purchasin,^  the  land  reduces  its  price  to  gl  64  per 
acre.  Ti^acts  not  completely  paid  for  within  five 
years  after  the  date  of  purchase,  are  offered  for  sale, 
at  public  sale,  for  a  price  not  less  than  the  arrears 
of  principal  and  interest  due  thereon."  A  defect 
in  the  law,  which  made  it  the  interest  of  a  sly  pur- 
chaser  to  become  delinquent,  forfeit  the  land,  and 
in  t!ie  next  breath  take  it  up  as  waste  land,  has 
been  detected  by  experience,  and  attempted  to  be 
cured— with  what  success  "the  deponent  saitU 
not." 

The  provisions  of  this  system  are  intended  to  sc- 
cure  the  government  a  good  price,  by  a  public  com- 
petition among  the  purchasers,  and  to  invite  them 
by  convenient  credits  and  discounts,  to  make  pur- 
chases.—Land  has  generally  sold  at  these  auctions 
beyond  the  mhiimum  of  two  doUar.s;  in  some  cases, 
considerably  beyond  it — in  tlie  Alabama  country, 
even  as  high  as  ^'20,  in  some  favored  situations. 
On  Friday,  we  gave  a  statement  of  the  last  sales 
effected  in  the  Alabama — the  whole  amount  not 
Slated;  but  the  average  acre  was  ^22,  83;  and  some 
tracts  went  ofTas  high  as  §251 — these  sections  too, 
being  of  a  quality  iiil\'rior  to  many  whi-oh  had  been 
previously  sold,  or  whicli  will  be  put  up  during 
this  or  the  next  month.  It  is  most  probable,  in- 
deed, that  the  rage  for  speculation  hiis  pushed  the 
price  of  these  lands  too  high;  let  the  cotton  be 
ever  so  rich  a  crop,  let  it  even  neit  as  much  as  4  or 
500  dollars  the  hand,  still  the  price  is  much  beyond 
the  rate,  as  we  have  understood  it,  of  prime  lands 
in  other  quarters — of  those  on  the  Mississippi,  of 
the  Opelousas,  and  in  the  Red  River  country — 
which  last  yields  a  cotton  of  longer  staple  and  bet- 
ter price,  tlian  any  other  except  the  Sea  Island  cot- 
ton.— What  is  the  sum  of  the  lands  actually  sold 
in  the  Alabama,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
— certainly  some  millions  of  dollars.  We  have  be- 
fore us,  the  first  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
souri territory.  The  St.  Louis  Enquirer  states  the 
sales  at  about  35,000  acres,  at  an  average  price  of 
"three  dollars  an  acre,  or  a  few  cents  less."  The 
S..  I.,ouis  paper,  of  course,  complains  of  the  con- 
trast between  the  prices  in  the  Missouri  and  Alaba- 
ma, but  consoles  itself  with  the  reflection,  that  if 
the  south  belong  to  the  "rich  alone,"  the  "substan- 
tial yeomanry"  of  the  country  will  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  Missouri.  New  surveys  are  making, 
and  additional  tracts  coiping  into  market.  The 
St.Lotiis  paper  mentions  it  as  probable,  "that  the 
sales  will  go  on  with  little  mtermis^ian  for  tsvo 
vears  to  come,  at  tiie  rate  of  thirty  townships 
(700,000  acres)  per  month."  At  three  dollars,  the 
amount  of  sales  in  two  years,  will  be  little  short  of 
Jour  miluons  of  dolhirs. 

No  country  has  so  sure  and  growing  a  fund  of 
revenue  a.s  these  U. uteri  Stales.  Of  course  we  can- 
not devote  too  much  care  to  the  revision  of  our 
land  laws.  Is  there  no  defect  about  them.?  Is  there 
1)0  door  open  to  fraud  and  chicanery  on  the  parts  of 
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purchasers,  or  inspectors,  surveyors  or  clerks.  The 
public  lands  may  be  regarded  as  the  right  arm  of 
our  treasury;  they  will  give  credit  to  our  finances 
in  time  of  war,  and  life  to  all  the  improvements  con- 
templated by  the  government  in  time  of  peace. 
They  will  contribute  to  build  our  navy;  erect  our 
fofts,  armories,  and  arsenals;  discharge  Uie  public 
debts,  and  diminisii  the  public  burdens.  But  tlif  y 
require  a  sleepless  vigilance,  boih  iu  the  executive 
and  in  congress,  to  detect  all  the  frauds  that  may 
creep  into  their  admhiistration. 


Expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone. 

St.  Louis,  Sept.  4.— On  Sunday  the  30th  inst.  a 
b.ittaliori  of  the  rifle  regiment,  300  strong,  embark- 
ed at  Belle  Fontaine  to'  ascend  the  Missouri  river 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Yello^a  Stone.  The  expedition 
is  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Talbot  Chambers.— 
The  captains,  Martin,  Magee  and  Ililey;  the  lieu- 
tenants, Shade,  Clarke,  Kavenaugh,  Fields,  and 
Francis  Smith,  go  out  with  their  respective  com- 
panies, it  is  intended  that  the  expedition  shall  en- 
camp during  the  winter  at  the  moulh  of  the  A'an- 
ses;  and  continuing  its  voyage  in  the  spring,  shall 
reach  its  point  of  destination  in  the  course  of  next 
summer. 

The  Yellow  Stone  enters  the  Missouri  in  latitude 
48  degrees  north;  and  in  longitude  27  degrees  \resS 
from  VVasliington  city.  'IMie  intended  post  will  be 
at  its  a.outh.  The  United  States  will  then  Iiave  a 
military  establishment  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
miles  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  nearly  one  iiun- 
dred  miles  further  north  than  the  city  of  Quebec. 
The  officers  carry  with  them  the  seeds  and  grains 
which  are  expected  to  thrive  in  that  climate,  that 
the  post  may  have  within  itself  some  resource 
against  the  faiku'e  of  contract'-.rs.  Wheat,  rye,  bar- 
ley, oats,  are  expected  to  do  well  there.  They  at- 
tain perfection  even  at  tiie  earl  of  Selkirk's  esta- 
blishment on  lake  .Issiniboin,  three  degrees  further 
north.  The  Mandan  corn  will  fip.d  itself  in  its  own 
climate  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Yellow  Stone.  Ii 
fact,  all  the  grains,  plants  and  vegetables,  which 
flourish  at  Quebec  or  .Montreal  mny  be  expected  to 
be  raised  there,  as  the  climate  in  that  interior  re- 
gion of  the  North  American  continent  is  known  to 
be  near  ten  degrees  milder  than  in  the  same  paral- 
lel on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Our  fellow  citizen,  Manuel  Lisa,  so  well  known 
for  his  enterprize,  will  precede  the  expedition,  to 
prepare  the  Indians  foi-  its  reception.  He  will  quiet 
their  apprehensions  by  shewing  the  benevolent  and 
humane  intentions  of  the  American  government, 
and.will  silence  the  British  emissaries  who  shall  re- 
present the  e::pedition  as  an  act  of  war  against  the 
Indian  nations. 

The  establishment  of  this  post  will  be  an  era  in 
the  history  of  the  west.  It  will  go  to  the  source 
and  root  of  the  fatal  British  influence  which  has 
for  so  many  years  armed  the  Indian  nations  against 
our  western  frontiers.  It  carries  the  arms  and 
power  of  the  United  States  to  the  ground  which 
has  hitherto  been  exclusively  occupied  by  the  Bri 
tish  North  West  and  Hudson's  Bay  companies, 
and  which  has  been  the  true  seat  of  the  British 
power  over  the  Indian  mind.  Now  the  American 
arms  and  the  American  policy  will  be  disphiycd 
upon  the  same  theatre.  Tlie  North  West  and  Hiid 
sun's  Bay  companies  will  be  sluil  out  from  the  com- 
merce oftlie  Missouri  and  Missi!^sii)pi  Indians;  the 
American  traders  will  p-nctrale  ii  s,.fe(y  (he  re- 
cesses of  tiif^  roc'.v  nioitiituins  i.i  search  of  its  ricli 
*'.!•;  a  commerce  yielding  Ani\\VM\) per  ar.uwn  will 


descend  the  Mi'^souri;  and  the  Infn!n'',fiudintr  'h'^n* 
wants  supplied  bvthe  .American  traders,  their  do- 
mestic wars  restr;iined  by  American  policy,  will 
learn  to  respect  the  Americnn  naine. 

The  name  of  the  Yt-Un-A'  Stove  river  will  here-.ftf-r 
be  f. miliar  to  the  Americui  crir.  That  a  smcmti  '.f 
its  magnitude  s'lould  heretofore  have  he-^n  soli't!^ 
known  is  a  proof  of  the  imniensity  of  our  coiif^trv. 
How  liltle  lias  it  been  thought  that,  1800  n-ii'.Pf^uo 
tlie  Missouri,  a  river  was  to  be  found  eoval  in 
length  and  breadth  to  the  0!iio?  Vet  snc!i  is  tVie 
character  of  the  YfUow  Stone,  op  R.ic/.e  jinme.  iis 
it  was  called  by  the  French.  One  of  its  brK-ciie-', 
the  Bl^  lloen,  issues  from  a  lake  nrr.r  t!:e  Jfio  ni'l 
JX'orte,  on  the  confines  of  Ne'.*'  Mex'co,and  is  r,avig:i- 
ble  for  mary  miles.  The  Yellotu  Stave  itself  ir;s:!"s 
from  a  lake  in  the  rocky  moimiauis.  It  was  de- 
scended by  capt.  Clark  on  his  return  from  the  Pa- 
cific ocean.  He  found  it  deep,  rapid,  and  navig.ible 
from  the  pkce  where  he  struck  it  to  its  inou'l;,  a 
dist.ince  of  850  miles.  Below  the  junclilon  of  the 
Big  Hoen  tlie  width  was  usually  from  .500  to  800 
yards,  and  sometimes  a  mile.  Innumerable- were 
tlie  herds  of  BufTaloe,  and  other  game,  wliich  r-mg 
ed  upon  it.  This  abundance  of  game  is  a  proofnf 
the  richness  of  the  country.  In  fact,  the  traders 
sneak  of  the  face  of  the  country  upon  the  Yelloiu 
Stone,  the  serenit)'  oftlie  climate,  the  rapidity  and 
clearness  of  the  waters,  in  terms  of  admir  ition. 

St.  Louis  Enquirer. 


People  of  Color. 

The  following  official  coTCiuimication  from  Uie 
secretary  general  of  the  Haytian  republic  is  higlily 
JTteresting  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  in  the  Ur.itt'd 
States.  The  communication  was  made  in  reply  to 
an  enquiry — Dlmt  privileges  people  of  color  might 
e.vfiect  luho  shoxdd  emigrate  tliilher  from  America. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  answer  i.s  as  fd- 
lowsj — 

yLilterty—Rc/mblk'  of  Hnyti—Eqrmlity.    Part  an 
\Pince,  Nov.  21,  1817,  I4th  year  of  Inilrlirnilenre. 
The  secret iry  If eiterul,   near  Ins  excel ency   the  presi- 
dent of  Tfayti,  to  JFr.  .Tamhs  Tii dw-ll. 

Sir — 1  h'tve  communic.Tted  tn  H.  E.  the  presi- 
dent of  Hiiyti,  the  verbal  mess.ige  v.hicji  vo'i 
brought  me  from  your  f'-llow  countrymen,  iSe 
black  and  colored  men  of  the  city  of  New  Yoric, 
who  groan  muler  the  dominion  of  a  barb  irons  pre- 
judice, and  de'sire  to  become  partakers  of  those 
blessings  which  the  constitution  we  have  given  our- 
selves nffords.  This  message,  sir,  could  not  bur,  be 
received  with  the  greatest  satl:5!aciion  by  thase 
who  have  sacrificed  twenty-eiglit  years  of  their  li^'e, 
in  order  to  efface  the  traces  of  a  yoke  to  .vh  rb 
other  men,  who  pretend  to  virtue  and  justice,  iifid 
too  long  enchained  them. 

The  men  of  color,  wI>o  may  desire  to  become 
Haytians,  will  find  but  little  difference  in  our  man- 
ner of  living  firm  that  of  the  places  they  shall  leave. 
They  who  possess  some  capital  will  use  it  either  iu 
commerce  or  in  cultivation,^  which  produces  ordi- 
narily more  than  fifty  per  cent,  per  annum  bevorul 
the  original  disbursement.  Men  of  all  arts,  of  sil 
trades — smitlis,  brazieis,  tinmen,  ship  and  house 
carpenters,  millwrights,  cuilkers,  coopers,  cabinet  - 
makers,  boot  and  shoemakers — can  earn  in  this 
place  from  six  to  twelve  dollars  per  week,  and  even 
more,  .according  to  their  talents  and  iictivily.  1":  e 
cultivators  of  the  soil  can  get  froni  t'.vo  to  i'o';r  doi- 
iars  per  week,  besides  board  and  !')d!;,inir;  those 
among  the  I  tst  class,  who  h/.ve.  numerous  families, 
can  find  portions  of  land  already  planted,  either  in 
coffee,  sigar  cane,  or   cotton,  to  work  on  shares. 
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vith  tlip  p'-oprietoi-ii.  The  rf^sult  of  these  associa- 
tions are  very  advantageous  to  those  who  under- 
take them,  btlters  can  raise  stock,  particularly 
Itrined  caUle.  L'^borer's  are  in  great  demand,  and 
vili  easily  train  a  dollar  per  day,  if  industrious,  be- 
f  ides  bo  ird  and  lod,ij;ing-.  Sailors  will  find  employ- 
ment, ei'her  in  the  coasting  trade  or  long  voviiges. 
In  a  word,  all  such  as  will  come,  with  a  resolution 
to  establish  themselves  in  this  country,  will  be  pro- 
tected by  tlie  p^overamenl,  which,  on  its  part,  will 
grant  bounties  of  laud  to  those  wlio  wish  it.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  of  our  colo-,  let  them  come, 
v.-e  V  ill  receive  them  with  pleasure,  and  we  wait 
f;)r  them  with  open  arms, 

I  shall  lie  fliUered,  ?ir,  if  this  statement  of  facts, 
lliis  genuine  picture,  wliich  you  c:in  present  to  our 
Tinhippy  fellow  countrymen,  shall  determine  a  great 
ivimbei-  of  them  to  come  aid  console  themselves 
ber'eat'i  t!ie  protecti  m  of  our  laws,  from  the  cruel 
idea  of  boing  trtnsparted  to  the  deserts  of  Africa, 
the  l?nd,  it  is  true,  wlience  v/e  all  derive  our  origin 
hut  w  i"!!  our  civilization  has  now  rendered  alto- 
gether a  foreign  country. 

The  ciiaracter  of  tiie  president,  which  you  have 
been  able  to  appwciale,  guarantees  to  you,  sir,  as 
well  as  to  your  fellow  citizens,  the  gao'i  reception 
f^f  thpse  who  desire  to  become  our  bi-eihren  and 
friends.  The  government  will  p->y  the  passage  of 
those  who  liavc  no  means,  at  the  rate  of  forty  doi- 
]»TS  ppr  iiead  for  men  and  women,  and  half  that  sum 
for  children  from  three  to  twelve  years  of  age.  I 
have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 

(Signed)  R.  INGINAC. 

J'.iirr.rt^fr'iin  the  cnnstUuti'm  of  iJie  Haylimi  repuhlic 

*'.1rt.  44.  All  Indiai:s,  Afiicans,  and  their  de- 
scendants, born  in  tlie  colonies  or  elsewhere,  who 
shall  hereafter  reside  in  t!iis  rep'iblic.  shall  be 
»ckno\vledged  as  Hayliatis;  but  they  shall  not  en- 
joy tlte  rights  of  cliizens!;ip  until  iliey  shall  hav: 
rcsidedone  year  wiihin  the  limits  of  t!ie  republic." 

"Jyi.  49.  All  religious  denominations  are  tole- 
rated in  the  republic,  conforming  themselves  to  the 
laws." 

'  .'In.  1.  There  cannot  exist  any  slaves  on  tlie 
territory  of  the  republic;  slavery  being  forever 
ftboVished." 

".,^7't  o8.  No  white  man,  of  whatever  nation  he 
may  be,  shall  ever  set  his  foot  on  this  territory  un- 
der the  title  of  master  or  planter." 


Washiugtoii's  Biitli  Day. 

[Corrected,  and  repcbiisbrd  \ty  particular  request.] 

Buenon  Atjres,  '22(1  Feb.  1818. 
^   The  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  owr  beloved  Jf'ash- 
ivpton  has  this  day  been  celebrated    with  unusual 
harmony   and   good  fellowship,  by  the    American 
pentien:en  in  this  place;  wlio,  desirous  of  evincing 
their  respect  to  t!-ose  principles  of  philanthropy, 
the  illusirious  hero  ever  professed,  availed  them 
selves  of  the  opportunity  this  interestini*  occasion 
oHered,  and  invited  to  apariicipatioa  of  the  excel- 
lent repast  provided  under    the  direction  of  the  | 
comm.ittee  of  arrangement,  several  disting-.ushtd 
guests.     As  a  preparatory  me:isure  to  the  dinner, 
the  resident  and  oAer  Ainericans  met  at  the  Ame- 
rican hotel,  kept  In  Messrs.  liodney,  Mann  and  Co. 
on  'he   16thinst.  Mr.  Zimmerman  "in  the    chair;  a 
committee  of  arrangemenf,    \o  consist   of  John  R. 
Mifflin,  Williavn  P.  Ford,  Jolin  H.  Heyde,  capt.  .lohn 
Ghnse,  and  Dr.  .lob  Weedeu;  was  appointed:  a  pre- 
sident for  the  day  wag  then  baliotled  for  and  Samu- 
el M'Call  esq.  was  duly  elected  to  jireside,  and  Jno. 
C.  Zimmerman  to  officiate  as  vice  president.    The 


indi^posiii  )n  of  Mr.  M'Call  impeded  his  accepting 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  after  due  deli- 
beration, our  countryman,  Wjlliam  G.  Miller,  esq. 
was  waited  upon  by  the  gentleman  of  the  commit- 
tee in  a  bod}',  and  requested  to  accede  to  the  una- 
nimous wish  of  his  countrymen,  and  take  his  seat  as 
president  of  tlie  table.  At  day-light  the  flags  of 
the  United  Statesj  and  t'ae  united  provinces  of 
South  America,  displayed  from  the  house  top,  point- 
ed out  the  theatre  of  union.  At  12  o'olock,  the  se- 
veral vessels  in  the  harbor,  under  the  command  of 
Americans,  fired  witlj  due  precision,  and  in  regular 
succession,  the  customary  salute.  About  the  same 
hour,  his  H;itannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  Blossom, 
capt.  Hickey,  anchored  in  the  outer  roads  of  this 
harbor;  and  the  committee  of  arrangement,  witli 
becoming  attention,  immediately  waited  on  the 
British  consul,  wi'.h  a  letter  of  invitation  for  her 
commander.  At  5  o'clock,  Washington's  march 
announced  the  hour  of  festivity;  an  excellent  dinner, 
consisting  of  every  delicacy  a  country  no  w.ays^de- 
ficienl  in  the  comforts  of  life  could  afford,  was 
served  up  with  singular  propriety  and  taste:  the 
guests  werepUced  in  the  following  order; — on  the 
light  of  the  president,  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  On  the  left,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
Mr.  Gascon,  a  member  of  the  congress  which  had 
declared  the  independence  of  the  united  provinces; 
to  thei-ight  of  the  consul  was  placed  his  Britannic 
m;!Jesty's  consul,  R.  P.  Staples,  esq.  and  succeed- 
ing the  governor  of  the  province  and  city.  Dr.  M. 
Oleden,  col.  IloUenberg,  of  the  artillery  and  gener. 
al  stafl"  department,  and  Mr.  William  Orr;  to  the 
left  of  the  secretary,  the  French  consul  Mr.  Lelwir, 
his  Britannic  majesty's  commanders,  captains 
Shirpe  ond  Mickey,  and  Messrs.  John  and  Rjbert 
Orr,  (B-itish  residents  thus  distinguished  for  their 
benevolent  and  amiable  attentions  in  a  late  instance 
to  an  American,  when  in  the  most  distressed  situa- 
tion;) the  gentleman  composing  the  committee, 
took  their  seats  at  certain  inteiwals  at  the  table; 
the  other  citizens  indiscriminately  seated  them- 
selves— in  all  to  the  number  of  about  sixty. — The 
decorations  of  the  room  and  of  the  table  were  such 
as  did  honor  to  the  taste  and  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  ceiling  was  covered  with  the  con- 
templated nationul  flag  of  tlie  united  provinces,  a 
white,  blue  and  white,  with  a  sun  in  the  centre;  em- 
blematical of  the  government  under  which  we  re- 
side; around  the  rooms  were  displayed,  in  regular 
order  the  colors  of  the  U.  States,  and  those  of  the 
i>espective  countries  of  the  guests  invited. —  \n  at- 
tentive delicacy  to  the  feelings  of  the  British  guests 
was  evinced  by  the  customary  mourning  knots  for 
the  death  of  the  princess  Charlotte,  attached  to 
the  union.  Over  the  chair  of  the  president  was 
placed  an  illuminated  portrait  of  the  patriot  and 
father  of  his  country,  painted  in  a  very  superior 
style  by  an  American  lad,  named  John  Campbell, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  ships,  decorated  by  the  pa- 
tristic fair  of  the  neighborhood,  with  a  civic  wreath. 
Over  ihe  chair  of  the  vice-president  were  placed 
the  flags  of  the  United  States  and  united  provinces, 
with  the  word  "united  we  are." 

Tlie  cheerfulness  and  hilarity  of  the  guests  was 
continued  to  a  late  hour;  the  animated  and  conti- 
nued good  humour  of  all  present;  the  harmony  of 
the  president  and  vice  president;  and  the  able  sup- 
port given  to  the  chair  by  the  latter;  tlie  music, 
aiul  at  intervals  enlivening  songs,  all  evinced  the 
happy  result  of  the  ellbrts  of  the  commillee,  to 
whoVn  many  thanks  are  due  for  their  unremitted  at- 
te.Uion  to  every  possible  minu'.'x  that  could  ren- 
der  the  entenaininent  acceptable,  and  evince  the 
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genuine  cordiality  of  sentiments  to  the  visitors.— 
The  gratifying  intelligence  com:nunic!rted  by  cap- 
tain Hickey,  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Congress,  commodore  Sinclair,  at  Monte 
Video,  with  the  expected  commissioners,  added  an 
additional  zest  to  the  hour.  Afi  er  the  removing  oi 
the  cloth,  the  president  rising,  pointed  to  the  por- 
trait of  the  venerable  chief,  and  gave  the  followmg 

L  The  memory  of  general  GEORGE  WASH- 
T'VGTON^.  Music— Dead  march.  After  a  proper 
interval, 

2.  The  president  of  the  United  States. 

President's  march. 

o.  The  supreme  director  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.     National  anthem. 

4.  The  king  of  England.      God  save  the  king 

5.  The  king  of  France. 

Henry  the  fourth's  march. 

6.  The  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
heads  of  departments.  Yankee  doodle. 

7.  Tlie  United  States  of  America— May  good 
faith  and  impartial  justice  to  all  nations  be  the 
characteristic  of  their  government. 

Hail  Columbia. 

8.  The  independence  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata— May  its  early  acknowledg- 
ment by  the  nations  of  the  world,  consolidate  the 
efforts  of  patriot  valor,  under  a  wise  and  liberal 
constitution.  National  march. 

9.  The  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  and 
the  nations  in  amity   witti  them. 

Was!iington's  march. 

10.  The  blessings  of  peace,  earned  by  the  toils  of 
war,  and  making  noble  enemies  genuine  friends. 

Soldier's  return. 

11.  Agriculture,  manufiictures  and  commerce — 
May  they  be  the  links  of  union,  and  not  the  keys  of 
discord.  Adams  and  liberty. 

12.  The  patriots  of '76— By  their  unanimity  and 
valor,  they  consolidated  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  ot  America. 

Washington's  old  march. 

13.  The  fair  sex.     Come  hast  to  the  wedding. 


By  ccipl.  Hickf II. —Success  to  the  arts  and  manu- 
fiCl'ires  of  t)ic  Uriited  States. 

Mi:  Ldnir,  French  cousiil— The  success  of  tie 
army  of  general  Belcarce  (then  actir.g  commandfv 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  Chili)— may  it  insure  tl.z 
independence  of  the  provinces  of  the  Pio  de  l.i 
Pint;.. 

Gnvcrmr  Intendente. — The  first  nation  wliich  m-iy 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Rio  de  la  Plat.i. 

John  n.  Mifflin,  es7.— The  land  we  live  in— may 
freedom  be  the  watchword,  and  a  just  and  good 
policy  the  rule  of  government. 

IVm.  P.  Ford,  esq. — The  heroes  wtio  have  f:iU  -n 
in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  N'orth  America  and 
South  America. — M.iy  the  inscription  on  their 
tombs,  call  a  tear  from  graiitude  and  a  blush  from 
apostacy. 

Mr.  M' LaughUn.—Tht  United  States  of  America, 

firm  in  their  infancy,  vigorous  in  their  manhood — 

May  they  never  dwindle  into  imbecility. 

When  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury,  go- 

vernor  intendente,  and   H.    B.   M.   commander, 

Sharp,  retired. 

The  vice  president  proposed  the  health  of  those 
guests  who  have  left  us. 
R.  P.  Staples  retiring-, 

The  president  gave  il'e  health  of  onr  honorabla 
guest,  H.  n.  M.  consul,  R.  Poas^nby  Staples,  esq. 

Jl.   S  Smith. — The  patriots  of  South   America. — 
Gen,  WAsniffr.TON  has  shown  them  an  example. 


VOLU.NTEKnS. 

By  the  governor  of  the  province. 
the  hero  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  globe 

Hy  the  president. — General  Belgrano  and  his  srmy 
—May  be  crush  the  invaders  of  Lower  Peru, 

Colonel  IloUenberg. — Unily  and  concord  between 
the  United  States,  England,  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  tlie  Rio  de  la  Plata, 

Song  by  Mr.  Staples.    The  lakes  of  Killarney. 

Vice  president,  Mr.  Zimmerman. — The  patriotic 
city  of  Bue:io.$  Ayres — May  she  continue  to  display 
her  valor  and  patriotism  worthy  of  imitation  in  ail 
South  America.     Song  by  capt.  Bandleit. 

U,  S.  cQ7isul,  Jtlr.  Ilalsey. — The  army  under  S«n 
Martin. — -May  the  victors  of  Chacabuco,  extermi- 
nate the  enemies  of  the  patriots  of  America. 

By  Mr.  Staples,  H.  U.  M.  canml. — .May  all  our 
animosities  be  settled  over  the  bottle. 


Ciipl.  Jnn.  Chase. — May  t!ie  powers  of  Europe, 
and  the  United  States  of  America;  soon  acknow- 
led<re  t!ie  independence  of  South  America. 

Capt.  John  Deitur. — The  patriots  of  Morth  iiid 
S'juth  America,  alike  their  oliject,  m.ay  their  termi- 
nation be  the  same. 

Capt.   George    IVilson. — May  unanimity  ar,d  con- 
cord be  tl»e  characteristics  of  this  day. 
Mr.  Halsey,  retired, 

And  the  vice  president  gave,  tlie  representr.tive 
of  the  United  Sutes  in  Buerios  Ayres,  Tuomys 
Lloyd  Halsey,  esq. 

Dr.  IVeeilsn. — The  heroes  who  have  f  jught,  bled, 
and  died  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

Mr.  J\uxon. — The  commissioners  expected  in  the 
The  memory  of  Congress  frigate— May  the  result  of  th-eir  nrssio:! 
p  cr),.h»  \^^  beneficial  to  South  America,  and  lionor,Ablc  to 

the  U.  States. 

Cap:.  Mix. — May  peace  and  harmony  subsist  be- 
tween all  nations. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Hyde. — The  memory  of  gen.  Alexander 
Hamilton. 

Vice  president. — The  health  of  our  much  esteem- 
ed guest.  Mi".  Robert  Orr. 

After  the  president  retired. 

The  vice  president,  gave,  the  health  of  our  woi-- 
thy  president  and  fellow  citizen,  William  G.  Miller, 
esq. 


Honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury. — The  sove- 
reign congress  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata — May  they  in  their  delibi  rations  be 
guided  by  perfect  goad  faith  and  justice  towards 
all  nations.     National  March. 

Capt.  Siiarpe,  H.  B.  Al.  navy.- 


Law  Case. 


FHOMTHB   BALTI^IOUK   AMEIitCiX. 

A  correspondent  at  Elkton,  has  forwarded  us  t!-.e 
following  statement  of  a  novel  and  important  case, 
tried  a  fevy  day«  ago  in  Ca;f"i!  c  ".•i^v  cjurt. 

William  Walmsk-y,-)  Action  on  llie  case,  tried 
vs.  ^     ill  Cu-cil  county  eour», 

•John  Mtrcer.      J      Soptoiulx-r  tci-in,  1811. 
This  action  w.'ib  insii.uted  l)y  a  laLls-.r  to  r? cover 
T!ie  eternal  friend- I  damages  for  the  seJ.ucvion   of  his  dauiiriter.     Ths 


F.;»ip  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain — May  j  plainiiff  is  in  an  hun;bie  situation  in  isfe,  but  of  re- 
they   be  the  support  of  freedo.m    throughout   the    spectable  character.     Tlie  defendant  a   widower, 


world.    Tliree  checi-a. 


I  svlth  a  faoiiiy  cf.  ciiildren,  and  possessed  of  a  largi 


]£!0 
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fortune.  The  daughter  of  the  plaintiiT  was  produc- 
ed as  a  witness,  who  jjroved  that  about  three  years 
jigo,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  defendant, 
lier  faher  permitted  Iier  to  ^o  to  the  defendant's 
house  1o  reside,  as  a  companion  for  his  daughter, 
wl.'o  liad  th.en  lately  lost  her  husband— he  promised 
at  the  time  t!iat  he  would  treat  her  with  the  kind- 
ness and  sttf^ntion  of  a  fatlier,  and  that  she  consi- 
dered herself  at  all  times  at  liberty  to  quit  the  de- 
fenflant's  house,  which  slie  would  have  done'when- 
ever  she  had  been  diss;itisfied  with  her  situation — 
that  she  lived  in  the  family  upon  terms  of  equality, 
assisted  in  the  house  keeping;,  and  was  seduced  un- 
der a  promise  of  marriaije.  Many  circumstances 
appeared  in  evidence  wliich  excited  strong  sympa- 
t!~y  for  this  ruined  and  unhappy  girl;  among  others, 
it  apr»e;ired  that  the  defendant  sent  her  to  a  remote 
pir'  of  the  county  to  be  confiTied,  and  her  father 
and  !icr  friends  had  no  knowledge  of  her  situation 
and  rfsidence-some  time  af  C'  her  child  was  born, 
her  f.'.lher  found  her  out,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
reinove  her,  which  coming  to  the  knowledgeof  the 
defendant,  he  took  he^  t"  Wilmington,  and  sent 
her  on  in  the  sbige  to  Vhiladelplii.i,\\iih  dircctiors'o 
a  iicuse  where  hcs.iidhe  liad  ergaged  a  situation  for 
licr— when  she  presented  herself  at  the  house,  the 
proprietor  ijad  never  Ji:^ard  of  the  defendant  or  of 
iier,  and  would  not  receive  her— s!ie  had  only  three 
dollars,  \vhich  the  defendant  luid  given  her;  shf 
ki'.ew  not  wliere  to  go  or  wliat  was  to  become  of 
her;  she  was  asked  by  tt;e  lady  of  the  house  if  she 
knew  arty  person  in  Philadelphia,  and  she  then  re- 
collected a  highly  respectable  lady  from  Maryhmd, 
wlio  rfisided  ir.  tlie  city — she  was  shown  to  her 
house,  and  the  lady  humanely  employed  her  as  a 
servant. 

Tile  defend;.nt  attempted  to  prove,  by  a  woman 
of  tLjfname  of  Graham,  th-.t  the  plaintiflf's  daugh- 
ter, at  the  time  of  the  seduction,  was  a  servant  in 
Ills  family;  this  testimony  was  discredited  by  prov- 
ing th.e  character  of  the  witness.  He  also  called 
o^.  Levi  Cr  sig,  by  whom  he  proved  that  the  plain- 
tiil's  daughter  w.<s  a  licentious  girl,  and  that  nine 
years  ago  he  had  detected  her  in  criminal  inter- 
course v.'ith  a  married  man  of  high  resiiectability, 
who  has  been  dead  for  some  years.  The  circum- 
stances which  he  stated  in  relation  to  tliis  transac- 
tion were  mof.t  improbable,  and  he  wss  discredited 
also^  by  p'oving  his  cViaracter  to  be  infamous. — 
Tlie  defendant,  last  of  all,  called  his  own  son,  by 
vhom  he  proved  that  soon  after  he  returned  from 
coUqge,  he  engaged  in  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  plaintiff'^  daughter,'m  his  father's  house,and 
that  along  habitual  criminal  intercourse  subsisted 
between  them — the  liardened  and  unfeeling  depravi 
ly  iriknifested  by  the  boy  in  his  testimony,  excited 
in  tlie  audience  great  disgust  and  abhorrence,  a 
stroiig  manifestatiofi  of  which  could  be  with  diffi- 
culty r^straii'cd — a  I  Iss  had  at  one  time  commenc- 
ed. On  cross  examination  by  the  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel, he  was  entirely  dlsci-cdited  by  the  jury.  The 
plaintiff  concluded  the  lesimony  by  examining  se- 
veril  respectable  witnesses  from  the  neighborhood, 
who  proved  that  t!>e  reput.>tion  of  i'-.is  daughter 
Was  fair  and  unsu.'^pected  until  the  seduction  by 
the  defendant,  ll.e  case  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  court  and  jury  two  days.  About  eight  o'clock 
at  night  the  jury  retired  from  their  box,  and  in 
{(bout  half  an  iiour  returned  v.-itii  a  verdict  for  the 
pli;i;.tifl",  damages  six  thoiis:.nd   dollars. 

Wiiliaivi  Carmiciiae!  and  E/:ekiel  F.  Chambers, 
esquire.s,  v.ere  for  the  pi.) ini;^!— Tobias  liuduljil), 
Levin  tiale  and  Jeremiah  Cosden,  esquires,  for  the 
defendant. 


Foreign  Articles. 

EUIIOPK — GENBRALLT. 

Extract  of  a  letter  written  by  a  gentlftnan  in  London^ 
to  another  in  Bultimore. 
"Politically  we  have  little  news.  The  meeting 
of  the  sovereigns  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  is  the  occur- 
rence that  will  attract  much  attention.  Letters 
from  Spain  speak  of  it  as  an  event  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, that  a  revolution  will  break  out  very  shortly, 
having  for  its  object  the  expulsion  of  Ferdinand, 
the  recall  of  the  banished  Liberales,  and  the  old 
king  Charles  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  a  represen- 
tative government — It  is  said  efforts  will  be  made 
to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  assembled  sovereigns 
for  this  new  order  of  things." 

ENGLAND  &c. 

It  is  said,  says  the  L:mdoi\  Courier,  that  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, ambassador  from  the  United  States  to  tlie 
court  of  France,  and  Mr.  Rush,  American  ambassa- 
dor in  this  country,  have  been  appointed  plenipo- 
tentiaries, for  the  purpose  of  renewing  and  extend- 
ing the  commercial  treaty  already  existing  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales,  and  held  a  con- 
ference with  lord  Castlereagh  on  Saturday,  Aug.  22, 
at  his  lordship's  seat.  North  Cray,  Kent,  at  which 
were  the  right  hon.  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Goulburn, 
who,  it  is  added,  are  the  plenipotentiaries  appoint- 
e  I  by  his  majesty's  government,  to  negociate  with 
the  American  plenipotentiaries,  assisted. 

The  U  S.  frigate  Gnerriere  arrived  at  Cowes  on 
her  way  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  proceeded  on  her 
voyage  on  the  24tii  of  August.  She  truly  excited 
the  luoridi'rment  of  John  Bull.  The  English  papers 
have  several  paragraphs  about  her.  They  make  her 
out  to  be  longer  and  more  powerful  than  a  64  gun- 
ship,  and  give  her  a  complement  of  460  men.  She 
was  visited  and  examined  by  many  lords,  admirals, 
right  lionorable  and  honorable  gentlemen,  naval 
officers  and  others,  who  were  received  on  board  this 
'immense  frigate'  very  courteously — and,  no  doubt, 
were  permitted  to  examine  every  thing  as  they 
pleased. 

Lord  Cochrane,  we  learn,  has  actually  sailed  for 
South-America — his  lady  accompanies  him. 

The  stocks  have  lately  been  very  unsteady,  and 
generally  depressed.  On  the  30th  August,  the  > 
per  cents  were  as  low  as  73  1-8.  Many  conjectures 
are  made  as  to  the  cause  of  so  great  a  reduction  of 
pi-ice— the  most  probable  seems  to  be  the  scarcity 
of  money.  An  instalment  on  the  last  loan  is  about 
to  be  called  for,  and  the  bank  is  said  to  be  prepar- 
ing  to  give  money  for  its  notes. 

The  London  Conrier  of  the  17th  Aug.  speaking  of 
the  fluctuation  of  the  funds  in  consequence  of  ru- 
mors  of  approaching  war  between  the  United  Slates 
and  England,  says— "As  far  as  any  accounts  have 
reached  government,  there  never  was  a  time,  since 
the  peace  concluded  with  the  United  Stales,  in 
which  that  peace  was  less  likely  to  be  disturbed. 
The  diplomatic  correspondence  between  the  two 
governments  is  conducted  in  the  most  amicable 
and  cordial  terms.  As  far  as  human  foresight  can 
dive  into  futurity,  we  have,  from  the  fi  iendly  spi- 
rit now  happily  existing  on  each  side  of  t!ie  Atlan- 
tic, every  ground  for  expecting  a  listing  peace." 

Several  of  the  British  papers  contain  animated 
remarks  on  some  supposed  grounds  of  dispute  with 
the  United  States,  as  growingout  of  the  late  trans- 
actions in  Florida.  There  is  no  dispute,  at  present, 
we  believe;  nor  is  it  likely  that  there  will  be  one 
on  this  subject;  and  we  are  pleased  to  observe  that 
these  papers  generally  manifest  a  strong  desire  to 
remaiii  ia  amity  with  the  United  States— in  a  war 
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with  whom,  says  one  of  them,  "we  have  every  thing 
to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain,"  &c. 

A  requisition,  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven members  of  the  house  of  commons,  has 
been  addressed  to  Mr.  Tierney,  requesting  him  to 
take  the  lead  of  the  opposition,  instead  of  the  late 
Mr.  Ponsonbv. 

In  reply  to'  a  statement  in  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, the  London  Courier,  of  the  22d  of  Aug.  "states 
■With  confidence,  that  all  the  ships  in  the  navy  have 
recently  undergone  a  most  minute  inspection;  that 
the  British  navy  was  never  in  such  good  condition; 
that  more  ships  could  be  sent  to  sea  now,  in  a  short 
time,  and  in  the  best  order,  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod, even  in  the  year  1793,  alter  ten  years  of  peace; 
and  that  there  are  amongst  them  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  first-rates  than  has  ever  been  known." 

The  Polar  expedition  was  spoken,  M:iy  10,  in 
lat.  80,  55,  about  eight  miles  from  Spitisbergen. 
The  atmosphere  at  this  time  was  very  clear,  and 
it  is  stated  that  they  could  behold  the  sun  in  its 
whole  circle  around  the  heavens.  The  sea  was 
open  for  some  distance  farther,  but  many  flnvs  of 
ice  were  to  be  seen,  and  the  informant  thought  the 
expedition  could  proceed  but  little  farther 

The  Scots  newspapers  are  filled  with  advertise- 
inents  for  the  preservation  of  the  game,  for  wliich 
the  great  majority  of  the  gentlemen  of  Scotland 
seem  much  more  anxious  than  for  the  preservation 
of  the  constitution.  The  prosecution  of  a  poacher 
is,  with  them,  an  object  of  more  importance  than 
the  suspension  of  the  luibeas  corpus. 

The  domestics  of  Bonaparte  and  count  Bertrand, 
who  arrived  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Thames,  from  St. 
Helena,  have  taken  their  departure  for  Hamburg. 

Letters  from  Paris  state,  that  the  number  of 
English,  Irish  and  Scotch,  in  France,  appears,  on 
the  police  books,  to  amount  to  62,000,  every  one 
of  whom  is  registered  as  to  name,  residence,  &c. 
and  could  be  arrested  in  24  hours.  It  is  estimated 
that  their  expenditures  amounts  to  £50fiW  a  day 
—a  sum  which,  if  spent  at  home,  would  give  un 
impulse  te  trade,  even  in  London  itself. 

Hostile  symptoms. — The  London  Morning  Chroni' 
cle,  speaking  of  the  inflammatory  remarks  in  the 
ministerial  papers  relative  to  the  execution  of  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambristie,  says,  "It  seems  to  us  that 
great  pains  have  lately  been  taken  to  inflame  the 
public  mind  against    America,  and  we  cannot  help 

■  thinking  that  ministers  are  paving  the  way  for 
another  war  with  America.  Is  their  hatred  to  a  free 
government  so  rooted,  that  tiiey  cannot  bear  to 
look  on  the  prosperity  of  eleven  millions  of  men 
who  speak  their  own  language,  and  of  whom  we 
Lave  so  much  cause  to  be  proud,  though  that  pros- 
perity materially  contributes  to  our  own? — Ameri- 
ca is,  of  all  countries  in  the  world,  that  which  we 
ought  last  to  go  to  war  with.  In  destroying  the  re- 
sources of  America  we  are  destroying  our  own. 
The  Americans  are  our  best  customers,  and  the 
market  for  our  manufactures    among  them  will  in- 

'  crease  day  after  day.  'I'lie  great  tracts  of  fertile 
land  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  stream.s, 
will  long  render  them  dependent  on  us  for  the 
produce  of  our  ingenuity,  and  with  the  pror'uce  of 
their  agriculture  v/e  may  be  enabled  to  feed  our 
overgrown  populutinn.  Yet  all  this  is  overlooked 
to  gratify  a  blind  hatred  of  liberty." 

Whatever  may  be  thoU};hl  of  thc^e  opinions,  it  is 
&  fact,  that  a  wealthy  liouse  in  London,  anticipating 
some  difficulties  with  America,  sold  out  stock  to 
such  an  amount,  as  to  occasion  a  fall  of  nearly  one 
per  cent,  in  the  general  funds.  Jiuston  Gaz. 


London,  Aug.  18. — There  continue  to  be  great 
fluctuations  in  the  funds. — Three  per  cents,  which 
were  yesterday  at  76  and  3-8ths,  opened  this  morn- 
ing  at  76^,  and  at  one  o'clock  were  76. 

American  six  per  cents,  at  London,  August  29,' 
lOU  a  103. 

FnA>fCE. 

The  crop  of  wheat  in  France  is  said  to  be  short- 
on  account  of  the  dryness  of  the  sea.son. 

It  is  said  that  the  French  ministry  have  deter- 
mined to  exclude  Buenos  Ayrean  armed  vessels, 
but  to  admit  their  merchantmen  into  French  ports. 

As  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  king  of  France 
has  recently  issued  an  ordinance  which  enjoins  a 
new  kind  of  playing  cards,  the  figures  on  whicli, 
are  taken  from  French  history.  These  cards  are 
the  invention  of  the  Sieur  Houhigan,  and  may  be 
manufactured  by  all  the  trade  in  France.  Thei^ 
use  will  be  adopted  from  the  15th  Sept.  ult. 

NAP~Lr.ON  BONAPAUTE. 

From  the  London  Courier,  July  21.— The  latest 
accounts  from  St.  Helena  continue  to  mention  the 
circumstance  of  tiie  sailor  making  his  way  to  the 
r 'sidence  of  Boitaparte.  It  was  also  reported,  on 
the  island,  that  in  consequence  of  representations 
from  Napoleox,  or  from  other  circumstances,  he 
would  .sliortly  quit  LongwooJ,  and  reside  at  a  Mr. 
Leech's  firm,  which  had  been,  or  was  about  to  be, 
purchased  for  his  future  residence.  The  latter  is 
situated  to  the  westward  of  the  only  landing  place 
on  the  island,  about  three  or  four  miles  in  the  inte- 
rior. The  only  access  to  it  is  a  winding  way  up  the 
Ladder-hil!,  at  the  top  of  whicli  is  a  st'rong'battery . 
The  accounts  state  that  it  was  considered  by  every 
person  not  only  the  most  pU asant  residence  on  the 
island,  but  that  all  chance  of  escape  was  rendered 
impossible,  as  any  person  approaching  could  be 
seen  at  a  great  distance;  and  as  there  was  only  one 
path,  a  few  sentinels  would  he  suflicient  for  tlie  pur- 
pose  of  guarding  it.  The  fortifications  on  Ladder- 
hil!  are  represented  to  be  of  the  most  commanding 
description,  large  cannon  looking  nearly  perpendi- 
cularly down,  both  on  the  narrow  pass  and  also 
towards  the  sea.  Some  of  them  are  32  and  44 
pounders;  they  are  swung  in  chains,  and  could  on 
the  instant  be  levelled  at  any  object,  however  much 
below  the  range  of  the  guns.  By  means  of  a  tele- 
grapli  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Leech  communications 
could  be  had  in  a  few  seconds  with  the  governor's 
house,  or  with  any  part  of  the  island. 

The  greatest  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to 
all  vessels  sailing  from  the  island.  On  its  being 
made  known  by  signal,  that  a  vessel  is  about  to 
sail  from  the  island,  the  oflicer  on  duty  makes  him- 
self sure  that  Boxapaute  is  at  his  residence,  or  to 
speak  in  the  language  of  the  island,  "he  sights 
him."  The  signal  is  then  made  for  the  vessel  to 
depart,  and  if  slie  does  not  instantly  heave  her  an- 
chor, the  batteries  comraence  firing,  and  continue 
till  the  vessel  has  cleared  the  bay. 

napoleon  the  rousGEn. 

It  is  said  not  to  be  true  that  any  attempt  has  been 
made  to  assassinate  this  little  boy — by  the  /cgiii-- 
mates. 

The  following  is  the  patent  conferring  the  title 
ofdu.keof  Reichstadi  on  young  Xapolcon.  It  will 
be  observed  that  no  mention  is  made  of  his  father. 

"We,  Francis  I.  &.c.make  known,  hr. 

"As,  in  consequence  of  the  act  ;)f  tlte  Vienna 
congress,  and  of  the  negociatlons  enitred  into  af- 
ter\v,ir;^s  at  Paris  v.'ith  our  high  allies,  for  its  exe- 
cution.  it  has  devolved  upon  us  to  determine  tl^e 
title,  the  arms,  the  rank,  and  personal  relations  of 
prince  Francis  Joseph  Charles,  son  of  our  beloved 
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daug-hter  archduchess  of  Austria,  diicless  of  Par- 
ma and  Placcntia,  we  have  resolved  as  follows: — 

"1.  We  confer  upon  the  prince  Francis  Joseph 
Charles,  son  of  our  beloved  daughter  the  archduch- 
ess  Mfiria  Louisa,  the  title  of  duke  of  Reichstadt, 
and  we  order  at  the  sam'?  time  for  the  future  all  au- 
thorities, and  in  general  all  individuals,  to  ^ive 
binn,  addressing  hitn,  cither  by  word  or  by  writing^, 
the  title  of  Most  Serene  Uuke  at  the  head  of  writ- 
ing, and  on  the  adress;  and  in  the  text,  that  of  your 
Serene  Highness. 

"2.  We  permit  him  to  have  for  arms  two  golden 
lions  proceeding  from  the  right,  the  one  in  advance 
of  the  other  upon  an  oval  shield,  field  gules,  di- 
vided transversely  by  a  straight  line  or,  surmoimted 
by  a  ducal  coronet  and  mantle.  We  give  him  for 
supporters  two  griffins,  sable  and  or,  with  two  ban- 
ners on  v/hich  are  to  be  repeated  the  ducal  arm». 

"Prince  Francis  Joseph  Charles,  duke  of  Reich- 
stadt, sliall  take  rank,  both  at  our  court  and  in  the 
whole  extent  of  our  empire,  immediately  after  the 
princess  of  our  family  and  the  archdukes  of  Aus- 
tria. 

"There  have  been  prepared  two  copies,  perfectly 
alike,  and  both  signed  by  us,  of  the  present  ordi- 
nance and  declaration,  which  shall  be  published 
for  the  knov/ledge  of  all,  that  they  may  confornr>  to 
its  provisions.  One  of  these  copies  has  been  depo 
sited  in  the  private  archives  of  our  family;  the 
other  in  the  archives  of  state. 

"Given   at  our  capital  and  residefice  at  Vienna, 
July  22,  1818,  and  in  the  year  of  our  reign  27. 
(Signed)  "FRANCIS. 

LUOIF.N  BOSAPlUTE. 

We  have  been  favored,  by  a  correspondent  in 
Italy,  with  the  following  account  of  the  entrance 
of  tliis  man  into  Ron»e,  as  a  senator.  [Boston  Cent. 
Tiie  procession  left  the  the  prince's  palace  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  proceeded  to  the  Quirinal,  the 
present  residence  of  the  pope,  where  the  prince 
was  invested  with  the  insignia  of  his  dignified  of- 
fice, by  the  pope.  From  the  Quirinal  palace  the 
cavalcade  proceeded  thi'ough  the  principal  streets 
of  Rome,  to  the  capitol,  to  introduce  the  prince 
Corsini,  to  the  senate  house,  in  the  following  or- 
der: 

A  company  of  sappers  cleared  the  way; 
Two  companies  of  foot  guardij 
A  train  of  cavalry; 
The  national  guards: 
Tiie   cardinal's    principal    servant   on    horseback; 
A  train  of  waggons,  richly  decorated,  (to  shew 
that  the  senator  vested  his  all  in  the  senate 
house;) 
The  prince's  stud  horses  led  by  his  grooms; 
The  judges,  advocates  and  civil  officers  of 
Rome,   in   their  robes    of  olTjce,  on 
horseback; 
The  guards  de  corps  of  the  pope; 
The  attendants  of  the  senator,  bearing  the  insignia 
of  his  dignity,  mounted  on    richly    adorned 
horses,  in   the  centre  of  whom  ^vas  the 
prince,  dressed  in  costly  garments  of 
scarlet  and  gold,  mounted  on  a 
beautiful  Spanish  white  horse, 
bowing,    uncovered,    to 
the  spectators,  who 
received     him 
on  all  sides 
wiih 
shouts  of joy; 
then    followed    the 
carriages   of  state    and 
a  long  train  of  cavalry- 


The  windows  of  the  streets,  through  which  th? 
procession  passed,  were  adorned  with  scarlet  hang- 
ings, so  119  nearly  to  cloak  all  in  silk.  The  beauty 
and  fasliion  filling  up  the  space,  welcomed  the  sena- 
tor by  waving  of  handkercliiefs.  In  the  evening 
many  palaces  were  illuminated,  and  grand  fire 
works  let  ofi' in  the  capitol. 

SPAIN    AWD    POUTUSAt.. 

.1  London  paper  says — Private  letters  were  receiv- 
ed yesterday  from  Madrid,  dated  6lh  inst.  They 
state  that  the  serious  differences  whic'i  have  exist- 
ed between  Spain  and  Portugal  are  on  the  point  of 
being  amicably  settled,  through  the  mtdivim  of  the 
three  allied  powers.  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and. 
Austria.  The  conditions  of  the  arrangements  are 
t'.ie  restitution  to  Portugal  of  the  city  and  territo- 
ry of  Olivenza,  with  the  other  cantons,  as  they  are 
termed,  which  were  detached  from  Portugal,  by 
one  of  those  crafiy  measures  so  common  under  the 
late  French  government.  On  its  side,  the  court  of 
Rio  Janeiro  is  to  give  up  Montevideo,  as  soon  as  a 
Spanish  garrison  shall  arrive  from  Europe  to  take 
possession.  This  arrangement  is  said  to  have  met 
with  general  approbation  in  Spain  as  it  is  consider- 
ed conformable  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  li- 
berality. 

NETHEULAjtDS. 

Hambuvg,JHhj'29.  The  following  circumstance 
deserves  mentioning,  however  incredible  it  may 
appear: — Mr.  Agrcula,  of  Golnitz,  in  Altenburg, 
has  in  his  garden  an  apple  tree,  which,  in  the  year 
1S16,  bore"268  sorts  of  apples  and  other  fruits;  in 
fact,  the  tree  has  on  it  above  300  sorts,  but  those 
last  grafted  have  not  yet  borne.  This  gentleman 
has  effected  this  curiosity  for  his  amusement  by  in- 
oculating and  grafting,  and  has  fastened  to  every 
branch  a  little  board  with  the  name  of  the  sort  of 
apple  it  bears.  The  tree  has  a  strange  appearance, 
from  the  various  shapes  and  colors  of  the  leaves, 
blossoms  and  fruits.  Some  years  ago,  the  Russi- 
ans bivnacked  near  this  tree,  and  were  so  surprised 
at  the  strange  shape  of  it,  and  the  number  of  little 
boards,  that  they  did  not  injure  it,  though  they  cut 
down  other  fruit  trees  for  firewood. — Amsterdam 
CouranlfJlug-.  8. 

ITALT. 

A  steam  boat  of  240  tons  has  been  launched  at 
Naples  to  ply  as  a  packet  between  that  city  and 
Palermo, 

THE  ALPS. 

Tyrol,  Aug.  6— In  this  country  we  remark  in  se- 

iveral  places  an  extraordinary  increase  of  the  gla- 
ciers. A  mass  of  ice  which  advanced  from  the  Sin- 
duer  valley,  has  increased  from  the  6lh  May  to  the 
29th  of  July,  that  is  in  75  days,  76  fathoms.  In 
many  parts  of  Switzerland  the  same  remark  is 
made.  Where,  only  one  generation  back,  the  fer- 
tile Alpine  pastures  were  seen  is  now  eternal  ice, 
and  the  line  of  snow  seems,  in  the  course  of  time, 
to  descend  lower  and  lower  from  the  summits  of 
the  mountains  towards  the  plains  and  valleys. 

GEHMASY. 

Deauharnois,  son  of  Napoleon's  first  wife  by  her 
first  husband,  was  a  favorite  of  Bonaparte,  and 
greatly  advanced  by  him  when  lie  wielded  the  scep- 
tre of  France.  This  young  man  married  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Bavaria,  and  has  been  put 
in  possession  of  several  dukedoms.  But  he  is  on 
bad  terms  with  the  prince  royal  of  that  kingdom, 
and  his  name  is  not  mentioned  in  the  new  constitu- 
tion of  Bavaria.  He  has  remonstrated,  but  without 
efiect.  Beauharnois  is  building  a  palace  at  Mu- 
nich,and  has  subscribed  liberally  towards  anew 
I  theatre  wliich  is  building  there.— His  income  is  two 
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millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  an-uira! 

London  paper. 
Dresden,  Jul>i28.  The  Prussian  and  the  Saxon 
troops  are  inveterate  to  their  hatred  towards  each 
other,  and  duels  take  place  between  them  daily, 
but  they  are  rarely  fatal.  They  fight  with  the 
broad  sword;  with  which  weapon  both  of  them  are 
very  expert,  and  if  blood  be  let  on  ei'.herside  the 
duel  generally  terminates.  Those  Saxons,  who 
have  been  tutned  over  to  Prussia,  are  dissatisfied 
with  their  nexu  master  and  tlieir  ne-it)  name.  They  glo 
ty  in  and  venerate  their  o\<S  appellation.  This  un- 
settled order  of  ihlngs  cannot  last.  The  flame  of 
war  in  this  part  of  Germany  seems  only  smothered, 
not  extinguished.  Nearly  30,000  Saxons  passed 
over  to  the  allies  at  the  battle  of  Leipzig,  and  they 
consider  the  division  and  abridgment  of  iheir  fine 
country,  almost  to  anniliilalion,  an  ungrateful  as  w  ell 
as  a  galling  return  on  the  part  of  the  self  elected 
arbiters  of  Eui-ope. 

I  stated  in  my  former  communication,   that  the 
whole  Saxon  army,  including  the  King's  body  guard, 
is  limited  to  10,000  men,  5000  of  which  are  with  the 
ari»y  of  occupation   on    the  French  frontiers;    so 
that  the  total    number  of  troops  in  the   interior  of 
Saxony  is  5000.     The  king  of  Saxony  is  the  idol  of 
his  people,  and  deeply  do  they  lament  the  abridg- 
ment of  his  power,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  liis  rijjhts. 
Other  monarchs,  wlio  violated  their  faith  and  their 
honor  during  the  last   war,  have    been  more  gene- 
rously deult  with.     The  Prussi.in  army  consists  of 
400,000  men,  and  a  considerable  part  of  this  army 
must  be  incessantly  upon  the  alert  to  suppress  and 
keep  down  the  spirit  of  discontent  which  prevails 
in  the  north    of  Germany— it    lives,  however,  like 
the  lava  in  the  bowels  of  Vesuvius.     The  fortresses 
of  Dresden   are  all  dismantled,   and,   except    the 
grand  fortress  of  Konigstein,  perh.ips  ihe  mast  im- 
pregnable in  Europe,  she  has  no  power  of  resistance 
left  in  her  dominions. 

PEHSIA. 

From  the  J\''urembmg  corresponded  of.lrig.  7. 
It  is  asserted  in  England  that  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburg  ["Alexander  the  deliverer,"  whose  mo- 
derate views  are  daily  unfolding  themselves!  de- 
Hiaiids  the  Aras  or  Araxes,  as  a  frontier,  and  to  in- 
sist that  all  tlie  Persian  ports  in  these  Wkiters  shall 
be  ceded  to  Russia.     Tliis  extension  of  territory 
would  comprehend  the   whole  south-east  of  Ar- 
menia, and  bring  the  frontier  line  in  one  place  to 
within  about  fifty    (German)    miles    of  Tiureuz; 
whereas  the  Russians   have  at  present  no  posses 
sions  of  the  south  of  tl-.e  Kur  or  Cyrus,  but  a  good 
route  for  caravans  is  alrea(!y  open  to  them  on  the 
north  of  the   Caspian  sea   to   iJochara.     The  well 
calculated  advances  of  the  Russians  excite  the  con- 
tinually increasing  jealousy  of  the  British  Civbinet, 
and  the  expectation  of  an  approaching  breach  be- 
tween Russia  and  Persia  v.'hicli  might  easily  have  a 
great  influence  on  the  relations  of  the  empire  with 
England.     Ruhrem  Khan  Uzbeg  is  encamped,  with 
16,000  men,  on  the   bank   of  the  Georgan,  and  as 
soon  as  he  has  completed   his  negociations  about 
the  hostages  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  the  Turco- 
man tribe,   it  is  expected   he  will  advance  against 
Khorasan.     The   loss  of  the  fortress  of  Aserahad, 
on  the  Caspian  sea,  which   was  considered  in  some 
respects  as  a  palladium  of  the  e.Tipire,  is  very  sensi- 
bly felt  at  the  Persian  court. 

'I'he  Persian  monarch  has  just  taken  meaa  ires 
respectingthe  political  important  island  of  Bahrein, 
in  the  province  of  O.iinn,  which  shews  hi:^  apprehen- 
sion of  its  being  occupied  by  "intidsls."  'rhis  is- 
Und  is  one  of  the  finest  in   the   Persian  gulf,  near 


the  Arabian  coast,  and  covered  with  villages  and 
plantations  of  dates.  The  town  of  Medina  v/hirh, 
togi  ther  with  the  fort,  contains  900  houses,  c.irvies 
on  .  trade  with  Bassnrah  and  other  ports  in  the 
Gulf.  The  port  of  Medina  is  accessible  to  ships 
not  carrying  200  tons  biirthen,  and  with  a  good 
wind   thev  can   sail  in  14  hours  from  Hueshire  to 


Babrien.  Near  the  island  is  a  bank  v.'h.ere  the  fine.^t 


pearls  in  the  world  are  fished     'J'hey  are  found  in 
small  shells  fastened  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  by  a 
tliin  and  very  long  thread,  which  the  divers  cut  ofl'. 
The  king  of  Persia  has  strongly  recommended  to 
the  Arab  Sheiks,   and  the  Iman  of  IMuscat,  not  to 
allow  the  occupation  of  the  island   of  Bahrein    b/ 
the   infidels,  and  promised  powerfully  to   support 
the  measures  they  may  adopt  for  the  purpose.     A 
division  of  the  Persian   arnny  has  lately  really  be- 
sieged   Herat,  or  Herout,    the    capital  of  South 
Khorasan.     The  governor   of  the  city,  Shais  Zadil 
Feerpguden,  has  applied  for  aid  to  his  father.  Schach 
Mahmud,  upon  which  the  vizier  Tutlih   Khan  re- 
ceived orders  to  advance  witli  a  corps,  by    way  of 
Candabar,  to   the  relief  of  Herat,  and  he  will  be 
joined  by  another  corps  under  Shack  Zuda  Ko- 
mene. 

JvAST  IJTDIT.F. 

A  London  paper  says — "A  rebeVionh^s  broke  out 
in  two  or  three  of  the  provinces  of  Ceylon,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  for  the  governor  to  proclaim 
martial  law." 

[Wliat  is  rebellion — what  revolution?  The  rising  of 
the  people  of  Spain  against  France — a  case  not  so 
aggravated  as  ihat  of  the  Ceylonese  against  the 
ruthless  banditti  that  invaded  their  cour:iry,  by  a 
thousand  fold— was  called  a  "revolution"— by  all 
the  legitimates] 

A  supplement  to  the  London  Gazette  gives  &n 
account  of  the  storming  of  the  fortress  of  Talniep 
— the  British  loss  was  severe.  The  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  oOO  Jlrabs,  -were  treated  as  rebels  and  all 
massacred. 

The  infamous  Warren  Hastings  lately  died  in 
England,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age.  During  30 
years  of  his  administration  in  India,  it  has  been 
calculated  that  his  wars  and  monopolies  cost  the 
lives  of  thirty  three  millions  of  the  natives — an  eter- 
nal monument  of  "British  humanit>!" 

In  a  late  Calcutta  paper  we  perceive  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  great  gun  v/hich  was  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tish in  the  fort  of  Agra,  v/hen  it  surrendered  to 
lord  Lake,  in  October,  ISOo.  It  is  called  a  one 
thousand,  fve  hundred  brass  punnder,  and  weighs  one 
tliousand  and  forty-nine  hundred.  On  the  gun  is 
written  the  following,  in  Persian  characters: — 

"In  the  reign  of  Akhber  Shab,  made  by  Seetul 
Pershand,wt.  1,469  maunds."  Value  of  the  gun, 
as  old  brass,  at  the  company's  pricf,  Sc.  Rs.  53,400; 
do.  do.  (if  serviceable)  160,209.  Weip,ht of  shot 
(suitable)  if  made  of  iron,  1,497  lbs.  6  oz.  do.  if 
made  of  marble,  5S7  lbs. 

The  prize  agents  at  Calcutta  value  the  metal 
alone  at  109,000  rupees.  It  was  intended  lo  have 
forwarded  it  to  England,  and  with  that  view  it  was, 
after  gre.'Ht  labor,  got  down  as  far  as  the  b.".nk  of 
the  river  Summa,  but  no  boat  could  be  {bund  aut'- 
ficient  for  its  sai'e  conveyance  to  Calcutta. 

liAIUlAUY. 

The  Anti-Pirate  Inst:tution,  established  at  Paris, 
of  which  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  the  Presiilent,  has 
been  dissolved,  the  object  ci  the  hssoci  iiion  iiuvmg 
been  ac.-.o.nprislic;'.  Previous  to  iheu-  di^s;Jlutio!l, 
ihey  aipounced,  li'at  the  new  Djy  of  Algiers  has 
set  at  liberty  tiie  E'.n-opcan  women  and  girls  v.iio 
were  carried  on'by  Ali  Ilodjjia,  and  that  he  had  puid 
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a  considerable  stim  to  the  sufterers. — That  the  Dey 
was  disarming  all  the  corsairs,  with  the  avowed  de- 
termination not  to  allow  any  to  go  to  sea  this  year. 

HATTl. 

Si.  Thomas,  Sept.  13.  We  have  received  accounts 
here  from  Hayti,  stating;'  tiiat  lioyer  had  totally  de- 
feated the  army  under  Vhristoplic,  between  St. 
!^^;^^ks  and  Port  au  Prince — that  Christoplie  left 
4000  men  killed  on  the  field,  &c. 

"I  f;'we  you  this,  as  well  as  all  other  news,  as  1 
receive  it,  always  taking  care  to  give  you  only  that 
which  is  generally  credited  here." — Dem.  Press. 

FtOTIlUA. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Scotch  house  of  Forbes 
and  Co.  established  in  the  gulnh  of  Mexico,  hav- 
ing supplied  the  Seminole  Iidi ms  with  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  and  clothing,  obtained  of  them 
the  grant  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  East  Florida, 
the  title  to  which  they  have  had  interest  enough  at 
the  corrupt  court  of  Ferdinand  to  get  confirmed, 
Jic.  It  is  intimated  that  many  of  the  reports  about 
the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States  may 
have  had  their  origin  from  the  counting  house  of 
these  folks,  to  raise  the  price  and  to  dispose  of  the 
lands  thus  acquired.  We  state  these  rumors  with- 
out pretending  to  know  any  thing  about  them. 

SOUTH  AMKRICA. 

An  a' tempt  is  to  be  made  to  relieve  Grenada  of  the 
royal  forces. 

An  English  colonel,  named  AA'^ilson,  is  said  to 
have  been  sliot,  for  attempting  to  seduce  gen.  Paez 
from  Bolivar,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment. 

A  British  paper  gives  us  the  following  article  of 
vjejys— "Letters  from  Buenos  Ayres,  of  13th  May, 
state  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance  has 
been  concluded  between  the  American  and  Buenos 
Ayrean  governments,  in  which  tlie  trade  of  the 
United  States  is  to  have  the  preference  of  every 
other  nation  " 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  says— A  letter  from  a  mer- 
cantile  house  in  London,  of  the  date  of  the  7th  of 
August  hst,  received  in  this  city,  conveys  intelli- 
gence that  the  English  ship  Cumberland,  of  1200 
ions  anil  60  guns,  has  been  sold  to  the  patriot  go- 
vernment of  Cliili,  in  South  .\merici,  and  that  its 
arrival  at  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  in  that  country, 
w.j.s  pxpected  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  May. 
'I'he  V.  iglis'i  sliip  Wyndh:im,  of  810  tons  and  mount- 
ing 40  gnns,  also  bought  by  the  government  of 
Chili,  was  alr'^ady  ordered  against  the  Spanish  fri- 
g.-ite  Venganza— That  with  this  force,  and  two 
other  w;dl  armed  English  brigs  of  22  gims  each, 
well  manned  and  commanded,  which  were  des- 
patched from  Buenos  .\yres  to  Valpuraiso,  it  was 
believed  that  the  patriots  would  gain  the  ascen- 
dancy in  the  Pacific  and  all  the  coast  of  Lima,  as 
their  maritime  strength  washy  far  superior  to  any 
Spanish  fi)rce  in  those  seas.  The  two  vessels  con- 
struct ed  in  the  Uni'ed  States  by  don  Manuel 
Aguirre  would  be  tliere  too  late  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice in  the  enierprize  of  t!»e  patriots  against  the 
royalists  of  Peru. 

Tiie  correspondent  of  the  Bfmocrotir  Press, aX^X.. 
Tliomas',  gives  encouraging  accounts  of  the  state  of 
the  patriots  of  Venczi:*la.  Gen.  .Morino,  with  1500 
well  di-ciplinod  trrops,  is  acting  in  full  concert: 
Paez  h:;s  :2000  men,  of  v.-hom  300  are  English  ca- 
valry:  S.»rassa,  has  2J00  men,  cliiefly  cavalry,— a 
body  of  3000  was  collecting  under  Anzuati,  Stc— 
we  again  iiope  that  the  day  of  royal  butchery  in 
Venezuela  is  nearly  at  its  end. 


FHOM  THK  PACIFIC. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Valparaiso,  5th  May,  1818, 
to  a  merchant  in  J^e~v  York. 
The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  capt. 
Biddle,  returned  here  a  few  days  ago  from  Lima, 
witli  judge  Prevost  on  board,  who  accompanied 
capt.  Biddle  in  his  mission,  also  some  patriot  offi- 
cers, who  are  to  be  exchanged  for  a  like  number  of 
Spaniards,  taken  at  the  battle  of  Maipu.  This  is 
the  first  regular  exchange  that  has  taken  place 
since  the  revolution,  in  this  country,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly owing  to  the  humane  interference  of  capt= 
Biddle  and  judge  Prevost.  By  the  Ontario,  the 
loss  of  the  battle  of  Maipu  was  first  known,  and 
which  dismayed  the  citizens  of  Lima,  as  they  had 
been  led  to  believe  that  the  army  of  general  Osoro 
would  soon  reconquer  Chili,  as  no  expense  had 
been  sp.^red  in  equipping  it.  They  alone  contri-. 
buted  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  vice- 
roy at  Lima,  treated  the  oflicers  with  marked  at^ 
tention — surrendered,  at  the  first  demand,  the 
Americans  who  had  been  so  long  confined  in  pri-« 
son — and,  v;hat  is  very  singular,  and  so  highly 
honorable  to  capt.  Biddle,  he  gave  an  order,  tl'.::.t 
the  American  vessels  then  in  the  ports  of  Chili 
might  sail,  and  should  not  be  molested  by  the  royal 
cruisers.  How  flattering  to  our  national  glory,  that 
a  small  ship,  so  far  distant  from  the  United  States, 
can  accomplish  such  important  things;  it  speaks 
more  than  volumes  could  do  in  favor  of  our  gallant 
and  rising  navy:  and  how  galling  to  the  pride  of 
the  English,  who  so  lately  pretended  to  be  indig- 
nant at  the  conduct  of  the  royal  squadron  then 
blockading  this  port,  in  permitting  the  Ontario  to 
enter.'  Commodore  Bowles,  of  the  .Amphion  fri- 
gate, alleging  it  was  thereby  violated,  and  in  fu- 
ture, that  the  English  should  not  respect  it.  We 
now  see  this  same  vessel  returning  from  Lima  with 
Americans  forced  from  a  Spanish  dungeon;  patriot 
officers  to  be  excliaiiged,  which,  in  part,  is  acknow- 
ledging their  government;  an  order  from  the  vice- 
roy that  our  vessels  might  sail  from  a  blockaded 
port  without  dread  of  molestation  from  tiie  royal 
cruisers;  and  all  this  after  this  same  vessel  rescued 
from  the  guns  of  the  frigate  Venganza  the  brig 
Ariel,  of  Baltimore,  who  certainly  would  have  be?n 
captured.  The  English  are  extremely  mortified 
that  so  much  has  been  performed  by  a  single  sloop 
of  war,  and  particularly  as  they  joked  so  much 
when  the  vessel  first  arrived.  The  day  is  not  far 
distant,  when  we  shall  act  that  conspicuous  part 
which  nature  has  destined  us  to  perform;  and  those 
Pinglish  writers  who  are  paid  to  villify  our  country, 
will  see  that  we  do  not  overrate  our  resources: 
even  within  the  last  six  years  our  hopes  did  not 
anticipate  what  we  now  witness.  The  government 
are  entitled  to  great  credit  in  sending  a  ship  of  war 
to  these  seas,  and  giving  the  command  to  so  dis- 
tinguished an  officer  as  capt.  Biddle,  who,  by  his 
correct  conduct,  commands  the  respect  of  all.  In- 
dependent of  the  advantages  stated,  the  Ontario's 
being  in  these  seas,  has  saved  a  million  of  dollars  to 
the  IJnited  States.  JVational  Advocate. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Macedonian  frigate,  capt.  Downs,  which  sail- 
ed from  Boston  on  the  20th  Sept.  ult.  for  the  Paci- 
fic Ocean,  completely  fitted  and  furnished  for  a  two 
years  voyage,  returned  to  Norfolk  on  Saturday  last, 
in  distress.  She  encountered  a  dreadful  hurricane 
on  the  26th  and  27t!i  Sept.  by  which  her  m'lxzen 
mast  was  carried  away,  her  fore  mast  and  main  mast 
sprung,  S«,c.— leaving  her  a  wreck.     The  tempest  i& 
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represented  to  have  been  undescribably  awfii). 
Only  one  life  was  lost— a  fine  young  seaman  was 
knocked  over  board  and  drowned. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  was  lying  in  Copenhagen 
Roads  on  the  5th  of  August— and  was  to  sail  soon 
For  Baltimore,  with  the  mutineers  of  the  schooner 
Phittsburg  on  board. 

The  French  frigate  Duchess  de  Bern,  last  from 
Newfoundland,  has  arrived  at  New  York,  with  the 
loss  of  her  mizen  mast. 

Several  detachments  of  U.  S.  recruits  are  passing 
southwardly,  bound  for  Amelia  Island,  he. 

Hamilton,  the  soldier  who  shotmaj.  Bir/hnU,  has 
been  tried  by  the  civil  authority  and  found  guilty 
of  murder. 

Weld,  the  British  traveller,  [but  Weld  is  hard 
to  be  believed  in  any  thing]  says  that  255,000  tons  of 
water  descends  at  the  falls  of  Niagara  every  minute. 

Many  Europeans  entertain  queer  ideas  of  us, 
Tliey  seem  to  think  that  the  Americans  are  capable 
of  doing  almost  any  thing.  We  nre  not  displeased 
with  the  following  extravagant  story  from  a  Paris 
paper  of  August  5.  We  are  willing  it  should  be 
believed  abroad  that  our  gall.int  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors are  willing,  not  only  to  throw  their  "silver 
ware"  into  the  sea,  to  shew  their  "enthusiasm  for 
independence" — but  that  they  will  jump  over-board 
themselves, if  necessary — to  defend  it. 

"They  write  from  Livourna,  [Leghorn,  as  we 
call  it]  that  the  naval  division  ot  the  United  States 
does  not  seem  disposed  to  leave  this  lati'ude.  Tlie 
nidstof  ihe  odicers  have  hired  country  seats  in  the 
environs  of  the  cily.  They  spend  much  money.  T!ieir 
sumplu'iusness  makes  us  think  that  all  republics 
do  not  resemble  that  of  Lycurgus.  A  great  dinner 
was  given  I.itely  at  the  anchorage,  in  memory 
of  the  American  independence.  It  is  said,  that 
when  the  repast  was  over,  the  guests  shewed  their 
enthusiasm,  by  throwing  the  plate,  the  silver  ware 
and  every  thing  which  had  served  to  cover  the  ta- 
ble, into  the  sea." 

Spanish  Dollars  appear  to  be  in  great  demand 
at  this  momentj  and  every  art  is  essayed  by  specu- 
lators to  drain  the  vaults  of  the  banks  of  their  con- 
tents. The  cause  of  the  demand  ibr  it  will  be  un- 
derstood, when  it  is  stated,  that  s|)ecie  is,  at  New 
York,  and  in  other  commercial  cities  proportiona- 
bly,  at  7  per  cent,  above  par. — being  bought  up  at 
that  price  for  the  purpose  of  exportation,  not  only 
in  the  regular  coui-se  of  the  East  India  trade,  but 
also  to  Europe.  Specie  is  said  to  be  above  par  in 
all  the  ports  of  Europe;  in  some  of  them  even  high- 
er than  in  this  country.  J\\jt.  Int. 

Spanish  dollars  at  Boston,  6  ^  do.  7  percent  pre- 
mium. 

Einigidiion. — Many  emigranvs  from  Europe  are 
still  arriving  in  the  United  States— some  direct, 
others  by  way  of  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Uc. 

Indiana.  In  the  state  of  Indiana,  a  wilder  less  a 
few  years  ago,  12,000  votes  were  polled  at  the  late 
congressional  election! 

Alabama.  Tiie  spot  on  which  fort  Clairborne 
stands  was  scarcely  known  to  the  white  people, 
until  the  late  Indian  war — it  is  on  Uie  banks  of  the 
Alabama,  about  60  miles  above  fort  Sloddar'..  Two 
years  ago  Ihere  was  but  a  single  hut  on  the  phice 
where  a  town  now  stands,  which  is  computed  to 
contain  twentt/  seven  /H»((/)'e(/ inhabitants! 

Col.  J'j/inson.  We  learn,  willi  great  pleasure, 
that  this  distinguished  citizen,  though  he  declined 
a  re  election  to  tlie  house  of  representatives,  has, 
at  the  request  of  h's  friends,  consented  to  serve  in 
congress  as  a  senator  from  Kentucky-  -if  the  le- 
gislature sees  proper  to  appoint  him. 


yVonderful  fact.  A  Philadelphia  writer  says,  there 
is  at  present  a  practicable  inland  navigation  from 
Philadelphia  to  Columbia  River,  which  empties 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  with  the  exception  of  75 
miles  portage! 

Inventors  of  Si  earn  Hoots. — Mr.  Chaumont,  a  na- 
val engineer  at  Paris,  has  ptiblished  a  large  work, 
entitled  the  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
steam  boats  in  Amrnca,  England  and  France.  In 
this  work  he  tells  us  that  IJr.  Franklin,  when  in 
Paris,  suggested  the  idea  of  steam  boats  to  several 
of  his  acq'iainlances. 

Great  despulch — Ninety  fathoms  of  chain  cable 
v/as  completed,  at  the  navy  yard  in  this  city,  in 
twenty  days,  intended  for  the  frigate  Congress. — 
This  facility  was  accomplislied  by  the  aid  of  a  pa- 
tent twisting  machine,  invented  by  Mr  Benj.amin 
King,  of  this  place.  iVashimytnn  r.ili.   Gazette. 

JMissoziri  lands.  The  first  sale  of  public  land  in 
the  Missouri  territory,  wiiich  commenced  on  the 
first  Monday  in  August  last,  was  closed  after  three 
weeks.  Ol  two  ranges  containing  about  700,000 
acre.s,  beginning  about  40  miles  west  of  St.  Louis, 
and  extending  from  the  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of 
Salt  river,  running  through  part  of  St.  Charles 
coimty,  only  35,000  acres  were  soM;  the  general 
price  was  a  little  over  two  dollars  per  acre,  tliougli 
part  of  the  tract  brought  four,  five  and  six  dollars, 
and  a  ?t\v  quarter  sections  nine  and  ten.  Many 
tracts  of  hickory  land  wereoffeied  at  two  dollars; 
which  nobody  would  take.  In  addition  to  the  land 
already  ofTered  for  sale  in  the  Aiissouri  territory, 
the  survey  of  two  millioiis  of  acres  more  have  been 
completed  which  will  be  sold  from  time  to  time. — 
The  Missouri  paper  states  that  the  sales  at  Boon's 
Lick  in  September  would  not  take  place,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  registers. — 
A  sale  will  take  place  at  Boon's  Lick  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November. 

Alabama  lands.  The  sales  of  public  lands, 
which  commenced  in  this  place  on  Monday  last, 
(says  the  Huntsville  Republican  of  the  12th  ult.) 
furnish  the  best  evidence  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
this  section  of  the  territory  is  settling,  and  the  im- 
mense demand  for  farms  suitable  for  cultivation. 
No  previous  sales  have  equalled  these  in  prices.^ — 

The  highest  quarter  section  was  bid  off  by  a  re- 
sponsible planter  at  one  hundred  and  seven  dollars 
per  acre,  for  agricultural  purposes. 

A  company  speculation  in  a  town  site,  gave  for 
the  half  of  a  quarter  §150  per  acre,  and  for  the 
otiier  half  §251. 

The  township  which  was  soVd  yesterday,  (viz.) 
township  4,  range  7,  west,  brought  gJ512,567  20, 
averaging  g22  58  per  acre. 

At  the  late  sales  of  lots  in  Florence,  Alabama, 
284  were  disposed  of  for  226,411  dollars.  The 
highest  went  at  ^3,500.  The  average  price  was 
nearly  §800  for  half  an  acre  of  woods. 

iXj'A  correspondent  of  the  Washington  city  Ga- 
zette— addressing  the  editor,  observes — "The  wri- 
ter of  an  ar.icle  in  your  paper  of  the  24th,  headed 
Alabama  lands,  is  probably  not  aware  that  when 
public  lands  are  bid  to  a  high  price  and  the  biddet* 
fills  to  pay  that  price,  the  lands  cannot  be  sold  at 
private  sale  for  a  less  price  than  was  bidden.  The 
trick  he  supposes  to  have  been  "played  off  on  the 
government"  is  impracticable. 

[The  article  referred  to,  or  one  of  similar  import, 
was  published  in  the  Wkeklit  Reoisteu  of  the  IQlh 
ultimo,  page  64.] 

The  wiiole  ainotmt  of  the  sales  of  land  in  Alabama, 
at  the  late  ofl^ering  of  them,  it  is  slated,  will  ex- 
ceed thrtf  miliionsvf  dollars.     It  is  stated  that  they 
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have  penerally  beeu  {purchased  for  immediate  set- 
tlerr^ent  and  cultivatiow.  "Cotton  farms"  usually 
sold  frorA  40  to  100  dollars  per  acre. 

Rett  River.  A  letter  received  in  Washington  ci- 
ty, fVom  a  gentleman  living  at  Alexandria,  at  the 
frtlls  of  Red  Uiver,  in  Louisiana,  under  date  of  10th 
September,  gives  a  flattering  view  of  the  rapidly 
improving  state  of  that  country.  'Lands  and  town 
lots,'  the  writer  says,  'have  risen  beyond  all  cxpcc 
talion.  We  have  now  at  Alexandria  twenty  mer- 
cantile establishments,  whose  imports  may  be  es- 
timated at  from  250  to  300,000  dollars  per  annum. 
The  crops  of  this  ()arish  will  this  year  amount  to 
about  four  hundred  tho-isand  dollars,  av  the  present 
price  of  cotton:  they  are  now  very  promising,  and 
our  parish  generally  enjoying  unusual  prosperity. 
Land,  which  was  bought  in  1806  at  50  cents  per 
acre,  has  recently  been  sold,  iu  a  tract  of  800  acres, 
at  28  dollars  per  acre." 

Bull  Head.—'ahis  celebrated  warrior,  chief  of  the 
Serainoles,  in  the  lower  part  of  East  Florida,  died 
about  the  month  of  June  last.  Four  of  his  hand- 
somest horses,  and  his  favorite  negro,  were  burned 
on  this  occasion. — Sav.  Rep. 

A  base  act. — At  a  late  court  at  Bolton,  Mass.  five 
young  men  were  sentenced  lo  three  months  impri- 
soniBent,  and  their  ring-leader,  Samuel  Warner,  to 
six  monllis,  for  an  act  of  brutal  indelicacy  to  a 
young  Ltdy  of  that  place.  She  was  way -laid  in  the 
evening  by  the  ruffians,  placed  upon  a  rail,  and 
rode  iu  that  manner  quite  a  mile  and  a  half,  in  defi- 
ance of  her  shrieks  or  resistance.  She  fell  once 
from  the  rail  and  was  awfully  bruised,  and  fears  arft 
eatertaiiied  of  her  recovery. — This  flagrant  outrage 
was  in  consequence  of  a  contract  of  marriage  be- 
tween the  yourg  lady  and  a  brother  of  Warner, 
whicli  promised  to  afiect  his  patrimony.  He  had 
previously  circulated  tales  prejudicial  to  her  repu- 
tation, which  were  proven  in  the  court  to  be  un- 
founded    Their  punishment  was  mild  to  a  fault. 

JVew  York  and  JLiverpool.  A  line  of  packets,  be- 
longing  to  New  York,  plies  between  that  port  and 
Livenpool,  one  sailing  for  each  place  every  montli. 
A  New  York  paper  of  the  12th  inst.  observes — 
•'The  regularity  of  the  line  of  packet  ships  esta- 
bli.shed  between  this  port  and  Liverpool,  has  been 
n>ainlained  wiili  a  precision  that  could  scarcely 
have  been  anticipated.  A  singular  coincidence  has 
occurred  in  the  last  voyage  of  the  Courier;  In  com- 
ing out  of  Liverpool,  she  mel  the  Pacific,  one  of  the 
line,  going  into  that  port;  and  in  coming  into  this 
port  on  Saturday  afternoon,  she  met  the  Amity, 
another  of  the  line,  going  out." 

Aniiaalfuod.  Statement  of  meats  sold  at  the  four 
princip:d  markets  in  New  York,  from  Jan.  1,  to 
Sept.  30,  1818: 

Ileevcs.    Calves.     Sheep.     Hogs. 
Fly  Market  4402     9105     19,154      1725 

Wusliinglon  3168     5539     14,412        605 

Cithei-lne  3616     5210     14,384        332 

Ce:itre  617     1186       4357         60 


Total  11,913  21,041     52,307     2722 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  returns  of  the 
deputy  clerks  of  the  different  markets. 

BANKS.  We  have  a  copy  of  Gilbert  and  Dean's 
list  of  banks  in  eastern  states,  dated  at  Boston,  Sept. 
J26.  1813,  exhibiiing  the  tariff  of  exchange. 

.Al'w  H.-.mpildre  has  tea  banks,  besides  tlie  Unit- 
ed States  branch — the  bills  of  4  are  at  ^  per  cent, 
and  of  6  at  1  per  cent.  dis. 

Jliissuchusetts  has /or^j/-;wo  banks,  besides  the 
U.  S.  branch — the  bills  of  7  are  par;  6  at  ^ — 10  at 
■S;  the  rest  at  1  per  cent,  discount. 


Rhode  Island  has  thirti/ h.:nk-i;  besides  the  U.  S' 
branch, — 18  at  ^,  and  the  rest  st  1  per  cent.  dis. 

Connecticut  has  ten  banks,  besides  the  U.  States 
branch — 1  at  h,  the  rest  at  1  per  cent,  discount. 

iC/'lt  is  understood  that  all  those  banks  pay  spe- 
cie. 

Pride  of  awcestry. — In  the  castles  and  palaces 
of  the  ancient  nobility  of  France,  the  tapes; ry  fre- 
quently represents  memorials  of  their  pride  of  an- 
cestry. On  the  tapestry  of  an  apartment  in  the 
palace  of  the  duke  de  Croy,  at  Paris,  is  a  represen- 
tation of  the  deluge,  in  which  a  man  is  seen  running 
after  Noah,  and  calling  out:  "My  good  friend,  savs 
the  archives  of  the  Ckots!" 

Another  piece  of  tapestry,  in  the  pnlace  of  the 
duke  de  Levis,  represents  the  Virgin  Mary  with  an 
ancestor  of  the  de  Levis  standing,  bareheaded,  be- 
fore lier.  "Dear  cousin,"  says  she,  "pray  be  cover- 
ed!"— and  he  replies,  "Cousin,  I  would  rather  re- 
main as  I  am." 

Another  revolutionary  officer  gone. 

A''eiv  London,  Sept.  30  — Died  in  this  city  on  the 
25l!i  uit.  gen.  Jedzdiah  HuNTiNGTON,jaged  75  years. 
He  was  a  native  of  Norwich  in  this  state;  educated 
at  Harvard  college;  by  profession,  in  early  life,  a 
merchant.  Qualified,  however,  for  a  more  public 
employment,  and  prompted  by  a  love  of  his  coun- 
try, he  entered  the  army  of  the  United  States  in 
the  revolutionary  war.  In  1775  he  commanded  a 
regiment.  His  intelligence,  activity,  discretion 
and  fidelity,  as  an  officer,  secured  to  him  advance- 
ment, the  afl'ections  of  the  army  and  his  country; 
and  the  attachment  and  lasting  confidence  of  Wash- 
ington. Gen.  Stark  is  the  on!>  general  officer  of 
the  revolution  who  survives  him.  Havii;g  retired, 
at  the  peace  of  1783,  to  his  residence  in  Connecti- 
cut, he  was  employed  in  various  civil  offices  of  the 
state;  until  appointed  by  the  first  president  of  the 
United  States,  collector  of  the  public  revenue  at 
this  port.  Never  were  the  duties  of  an  office  per- 
formed more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people,  or 
of  the  government,  through  the  adminisiration  of 
four  successive  presidents. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  made  a  public 
piofession  of  religion,  in  the  first  Congregational 
church  in  Norwich;  which  he  has  singularly  adorn- 
ed through  life.  Correct  in  his  faith,  uniform  ii* 
his  holiness,  he  has  been,  in  his  native  state,  unex- 
ampled in  his  munificence.  He  died,  as  he  lived, 
triumphant  in  his  hopes. 

A  widow  and  eight  children  survive  him;  to  whom 
he  has  been  every  thing  desirable,  which  could  be 
had  iw  a  husband  and  a  father.  Four  brethren  and 
two  sisters  also  mourn  the  loss  of  their  eldest,  and 
their  beloved  brother. 

Few  men  have  so  completely  finished  the  busi- 
ness of  life;  and  died  in  circumstances  so  desirable. 
His  funeral  was  attended  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
sabbath.  Divine  service  was  held  on  the  occasion, 
at  the  meeting-house;  where,  with  his  family  and 
relations,  a  crowded  assembly  of  various  religious 
denominations,  mingled  their  sympathies,  and  went 
to  the  grave  united  in  the  common  sentiment,  "let 
me  die  the  deatli  of  the  righteous;  and  let  my  last 
end  De  like  his." — Advocate. 

In  addition  to  the  particulars  above  given  we 
would  observe,  that  the  funeral  was  attended  by  a 
very  large  concourse  of  people.  The  corpse  was 
Carried  to  the  Presbyterian  church  where  an  excel- 
lent iuid  appropriate  discourse  was  delivered  by  the 
rev.  Mr.  M'Ewen,  from  the  112th  Psalm,  4,  5  and 
6  verses.  As  the  procession  moved  from  the  church 
lo  the  grave,  minute  guns  were  fired  from  For^ 
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TruTibtiU  and  from  Ihe  U.   S.  schooner  Hornet,  in 
honor  of  the  deceased. —  Gazette. 

.Rnntlierf—Tt'i^i,  at  Machias,  Me.  on  the  5th  inst. 
Jrremiah  O'Brien,  esq.  collector  oftlie  customs  for 
the  district  of  Machias,  in  the  79^h  year  of  his  aj^e. 
In  the  vear  1775,  May  12th,  with  men  unused  to  the 
din  of  battle,  with  thirty  two  muskets  and  three 
rounds  of  powder,  he  attacked  and  captured  his 
IJritannic  mnjesty's  schooner  Marg'aretta,  complete- 
Iv  armed  with  swivels,  small  arms,  h.ind  granades, 
boardinpfpikc!,  &c.  commanded  by  It.  Moore,  and 
manned  witli  35  men,  after  a  sanguinary  coiflict,  in 
\\hicli  nearly  half  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
wounded.  This  was  the  first  liritish  flag  tliat  ever 
struck  to  the  American  people.  During-  the  revo 
huionary  contest,  his  life  was  bravely  and  actively 
devoted  to  his  country.  The  poor  in  him  ii;ive  lost 
a  svmpatlielic  friend  and  benefactor. 

The  fi)llov.ir!p;-is  a  more  particular  account  of  the 
entorprise  of  colonel  O'ijrien,  extracted  from  a 
smull  pamphlet  lately  published  on  our  "naval  his- 
tory:" 

"Soon  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  a  British  ten- 
der, with  two  sloops  under  her  convoy,  arrived  at 
Macliias.  Their  object  was  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
ship  timber.  This,  the  patriotic  inhabitants  of  the 
plsce  refused  them.  Upon 'his  the  commander  of 
the  tender  anchored 'opposite  the  town,  and  threat- 
ened to  burn  it  down  if  his  demands  were  not  in- 
stantly complied  with.  C:ipt.  O'Brien  immediate- 
ly headed  a  party  of  Americans,  who  took  posses- 
sion oF  one  of  the  British  sloops,  vi'ithin  gun  shot  of 
the  tender  They  then  ordered  the  tender  to 
strike,  which  she  refused,  when  they  commenced 
so  brisk  a  fire  upon  her,  that  she  was  forced  to  cut 
her  cables,  and  with  the  other  sloop  proceeded  o 
sea.  Capt.  O'Brien  pursued  with  35  men,  on  board 
the  captured  sloop,  and  succeeded  in  getting  pos- 
session of  the  tender  by  boarding.  'J'he  loss,  on 
botii  sides,  was  about  twenty  men  killed  and 
woini'^ed.  The  British  tender  mounted  4  guns  and 
14  swivels.  Tier  crew  consisted  of  36  men.  Her 
capt,';in  was  killed  in  the  action.  AVith  the  guns 
of  the  tender,  and  others  he  had  purchased,  cap- 
tain O'Brien  fitted  out  a  privateer,  mounting  eight 
carriage  guns  and  19  swivels,  having  on  board  a 
crew  of  42  men.  He  proceeded  on  a  cruise.  Of 
this  the  governor  of  Halifax  was  soon  informed, 
v^ho  immediately  ordered  out  two  armed  schooners 
to  capture  him.  Each  of  these  schooners  had  on 
board  upwards  of  forty  men.  Capt.  O'Brien  meet- 
ing them  in  the  buy  of  Fundy,  captured  one  of 
them  by  boardmg,  before  the  other  could  come 
along  side  to  her  assistance.  Tlie  other  also  was 
taken  by  liim.  Both  were  brought  safe  to  Machias. 
CJapt.  O'lJrien  conducted  the  prisoners  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  delivered  them  to  gen.  Washington, 
wlio  approved  his  conduct,  and  recommended  him 
to  the  Massacliusetts'  government  to  be  appointed 
to  a  naval  command.  He  was  accordingly  appoint- 
ed to  command  the  two  prizes  he  had  t.-iken.  T!te 
one  he  nanoed  the  Liberty,  the  other  the  Diligent. 
Eich  mounted  8  carriage  guns." 

Vcvny  find  J  Sept.  15. — Our  industrious  vine 
dressers  have  the  most  heart-cheeri"g  prospects 
presented  to  t!ie:n  this  season.  Their  bciutifnl 
vlne-yards  present,  at  this  time,  the  most  sublime 
afipearance;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  their  labors  will  be  crowned  with  the  most 
bo'inlifid  vintage  thai  ihey  have  ever  witness:ed 

MHiedi^eville,  Sept.  22. — General  Gaines  has  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Hawkins,  where,  we  understand,  he 
will  fix  his  head  quarters  for  the  ])resent.  The 
has-tjle  Indians  are  surrendenng  at  discretion,  and 


in  large  numbers.  Our  informant  states,  that  400, 
who  had  given  themselves  up,  were  ascending  the 
Cha.ahoochie,  under  lieut.  Leftwich,of  the  army. 

From  the  Milledgevllle  Rejlector,  Sept   29. 
Copy  ofs.  letter  from  lieut.  col.  Arbuckle,  command- 
ing at  Fort    Gadsden,  to  the  agent  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, dated  31st  Aug.  1818. 

"Sin, — Within  a  \tw  days,  one  hundred  and  eigh, 
ty  eight  of  the  hostile  Indians,  from  near  Suwannee, 
surrendered  themselves  at  this  post;  tliese,  with 
others  who  have  surrendered  of  late,  in  all  about 
three  hundred,  I  have  ordered  into  the  nation  and 
to  report  to  you.  They  are  in  a  most  wretched 
condition,  and  will  be  at  F.;rt  Gaines  about  the  16th 
neit  month.  I  shrill  make  provision  for  them  until 
the  1st  of  October,  or  until  I  hear  from  you, -or 
some  arrangement  is  nrtde  fir  them,  provided  that 
mr.y  be  soon.  The  Indians  who  lately  surrendered 
brought  with  them  uventy-nlne  negroes,  men,  wo- 
men,  and  cliildren.  Eighteen  of  them  appear  to  be- 
long to  difi'erent  persons  in  the  Floridas,  and  ele- 
ven are  claimed  by  Indians." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  major  gen.  Gaines  to  governor 
Rabun,  dated  headquarters,  Fort  Hawkins,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1818. 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency's  communication  of  the  22d  inst, 
and  in  reply  have  to  observe  that  I  luive  taken  mea- 
sures to  concentrate  upon  thnt  part  of  the  soutliern 
fronrier,  recently  men:.ccd  by  t!ie  savages,  such  of 
the  disposable  regular  force  of  my  command  as  can 
be  most  speedily  (trawn  to  that  point.  I  have  rea- 
son to  bilieve  that  this  force  will  reach  its  destina- 
tion by  the  middle  of  next  month,  and  that  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  repel  any  number  of  Indian  warriors 
that  may  be  likely  to  approach  that  frontier. 

Commencements. — The  following  are  the  numbers 
of  graduates  at  the  several  colleges  in  New  England 
and  New  York  this  year,  from  which  we  have  heard; 
H.irvard        '  80 

Yale  66 

Union  52 

Columbia  80 

Williams  22 

Dartmouth  college  20 

Bowdoin  17 

Middlebury  18 

Dartmouth  university  3 

Hamilton  10 

302 

[Utica  I^alriot. 

BuiTisH  LOYALTY. — The  following,  if  it  had  ap,- 
peared  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
wotdd  have  been  called  "official"  by  us, to  stamp  its 
veracity.  We  give  it  as  a  curiosity — to  shew  the 
workings  of  "the  enemy" — believing  it  to  be  false 
in  every  particular.  Seamen  are  not  wanted  at 
preserit,  and  there  was  not  any  rendezvous  even 
open  at  Philadelphia,  it  seems,  when  the  loyal  capt. 
Flott  and  his  crew  were  so  severely  tempted.— - 
What  is  the  use  of  such  a  story  we  cannot  disco- 
ver. 

From  the  J\^eiv  York  Fvening  Post. 

The  printers  of  Philadelphia  having  refused  to 
insert  the  following  in  tlieir  papers,  unless  for  the 
ex  /rbitant  reward  of  twelve  dollars,  the  undersign'- 
ed  are  obliged  to  insert  it  at  New  York.* 


*Scveral  of  the  i'hlldelpj)ia  printers  have  disa- 
vowed all  knowledge  of  this— and  the  idea  that  any 
one  would  have  ch^rgel  "twelve  dollars"  for  it,  is 
preposterous.     We  puldish  It  "free,  gratis  and  for 


nothing  at  aH,  at  all." 


Ku.  P.itj.. 
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Philadelphia,  Sept.  24  1818. 
Captain  Wm.  Edward  Fiott,  his  officers  and 
crew,  late  belonging  to  the  British  ship  Queen, 
wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  beg  to  return 
thunks  for  any  attention  they  may  have  received 
from  afeii)  of  the  gentlemen  and  citizens  of  Phila 
delphia. 

At  the  same  time  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  mark 
their  riisRvist  at  the  low  attempts  in  others,  to  se 
diice  them  from  their  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  their 
much  beloved  king,  and  desertion  from  their  high- 
Iv-fiivored  and  esteemed  country  of  our  true  liber- 
t'v. 

They  are  thus  mduced  to  notice  any  attention 
they  may  have  received /'om  a  few,  as  the  only 
means  in  their  power,  at  present,  of  evincing  their 
gratitude. 

And,  on  the  contrary,  in  marking  their  disgust, 
and  that  they  may  save  from  deceit  and  disappoint- 
ment others  of  their  loyal  countrymen,  who  from 
distress  might  be  induced  to  desert  tlieir  colors, 
and  who  afterwards,  we  have  experienced,  are  de- 
serted and  distressed  in  their  turn. 

(Signed)  Wm.   Edwd.    Fiott,  captain. 

John  Creed,  mate. 
James  Spencer,  steward. 
Ji.  Berthander,  cook. 
IV.  Jane,  carpenter. 

S£AM£N. 

James  Toole,  JBenj.  Poole, 

James  La-ivson,  Wm   Vincent, 

Thomas  Usher,  Charles  Gyles, 

James  Robust,  John  James 
D.  Bernard. 

AMOUXT  OF  INSPECTIOKS. 

Jn  the  city  of  Baltimore,  during  the  quarter  ending 
the  30th  Sept.  1818. 
164,221  bbls.  wheat  flour 
6,452  half  bbls.  do. 
924  bbls.  rye  do. 
601  casks  corn  meal 
959  do.  beef 
96  half  bbls.  do, 
1,439  bbls.  pork 

10  half  bbls.  do. 
5,905  bbls.  herrings 
77  half  bbls.  do. 
177  bbls.  shad 
1,113  do.  mackarel 
33  half  do.  do. 
204  bbls.  alewives 
253  kegs  butter 
482  do. lard 

759  large  casks  domestic  liquors 
2,429  small  do.  do. 

569  casks  foreign  liquors 
249  large  cask^i  oil 
267  small  do.    do. 
704  Ullages. 

JOHN  HARGROVE,  Reg.  C.  B. 


Wonders.'  A  person  who  had  been  to  Ohio,  on 
his  retvu'n  mentioned,  among  many  other  wonders, 
that  of  swinging  across  the  0!iio  river,  where  it  was 
half  a  mile  wide,  on  a  grape  vine  which  hung  from 
the  broughs  of  a  tree  overhead.  Although  we  can- 
not boast  of  any  thing  equal  to  this  in  New  England, 
vet,  I  examined  a  vine  a  few  days  since,  which, 
from  its  extraordinary  sizp,  is  worthy  of  notice. — 
At  11  feet  from  tlie  ground  it  mea'^ures  35  inches 
in  circumference,  and  several  feet  higlier,  ajter  it 
has  d'vidcd  into  three  branches,  one  of  them  mea- 
sured 24  inches  in  circumference. 

Worcester.  ^Mass.  paper. 


CoNjTECTicuT.  The  constitution,  !ate  y  formed  for 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  has  been  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  rising  1500  votes.  The  following  is 
given,  in  the  Hartford  Minor,  as  the  state  of  the 
votes  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state: 

Hartford  coimty,  2234  2843 

New-Haven,    do.  2385  1508 

New-London,  do.  1740  792 

Fairfield,  do.  1826  1019 

Windham,        do.  1777  1671 

Lilrl.field,       do.  2027  2879 

Middlesex,      do.  1051  786 

Tolland,  do.  868  902 


13908 
12400 


12400 


Majority  for  constitution,       1508 

Another  paper  gives  the  aggregate  thus — 
For  adopting  13918 

Against  it  12364 


1554 
The  legislature   of  Connecticut  met  on  the  8th 
inst.     On  ballotting  for  officers  117  republican  and 
53  federal  votes  were  given  in. 

Of  the  result  of  the  general  election  for  members 
of  congress,  we  have  no  account.  We  learn,  howe- 
ver, that  Sylvester  Gilbert,  republican,  is  chosen  to 
supply  the  vacancy,  in  the  present  congress,  occasi- 
oned by  the  resignation  of  Uriel  Holmes. 

MARYLAND   ELECTION. 

For  the  Sixteenth  Congress. 
Stephenson  Archer,*  (vice  Reed,  oppo.)  Thomas 
Culbreth,  Joseph  Kent,*  (vice  Herbert,  fed.)  Peter 
Little,  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel  Ring-gold,  republi- 
cans— Thofoas  B  lyley,  Ralph  Neal,*  (vice  Stuart, 
fed.)  H.  R.  Warfield,*  (vice  Peter,  fed.)  federalists; 
six  republicans,  three  federalists:  in  the  present 
congress,  four  republicans,  and  five  federalists. — 
Those  marked  with  an  (*)  are  not  of  the  present 
congress. 

Delegates  to  the  General  Assembly.       elected 
Counties.  highest  rep.     highest  fed.     rep.  fed. 

Alleghany,  0      4 

Anne  Arundle,  no  opposition  4 

Annapolis,  (city)       143  113  2 

Baltimore,  1758  400  4 

(city)      3739  1845*  2 

no  opposition  0 

356 


Charles, 

Calvert, 

Caroline, 

Cecil, 

Dorchester, 

Frederick, 

Harford, 

Kent, 

Montgomery, 

Prince  George's, 

Queen  Ann's, 

St.  Mary's, 

Somerset, 

Talbot, 

Washington, 

Worcester, 


654 

991 

890 

2731 

521 


345 
601 
785 
898 
2653 
no  opposition 
532 


about  80  maj. 
no  opposition 
no  opposition 

625  1026 

674  700 

no  opposition 
1040  1019 


o 
4 
4 

ey 
O 

4 
4 
1 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
1 
4 
1 


0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 

3 
4 
4 
0 
4 
4 
3 
0 
3 


Federal  senate, 


45    35 
15 

45    50 


Federal  majority  in  joint  ballot,  5. 

The  Federal  votes  in  Baltimore  do  not  exceed 

1000. 
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NoTB  FHOM  THE  KDiTOB. — If  any  defect  or  iuiper- 
fection  .ippears  in  'he  present  number  of  the  I4e- 
orsTER,  (and  il  will  not  altogether  have  the  usual 
arrsjngenient)  the  editor  hopes  his  patrons  will  ex- 
cuse it, — seeing  that  this  number  is  the  only  one  th<it 
ever  was  published  without  having  all  its  matter 
laid  off",  or  prepared,  by  himself.  He  is  at  present 
absent  from  home,— partly  on  business,  but  chiefly 
for  a  little  relaxation.  He  expected  to  have  re- 
turned in  season  to  issue  it but  circumstances 

have  interfered  to  prevent  it. 

«*i»    — — ' " — " ~"^ — "^  — ^ 

The  Southern  Republics. 

Among  the  great  questions  to  be  presented  to 
congress  at  the  ensuing  session,  that  wjiich  re- 
gards the  acknowledgement  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can republics,  and  especially  that  of  the  United 
iProvinces  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  will  be  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  important.  The  opinion  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  will  materially  de- 
pend on  the  report  of  the  late  mission  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  which  may  be  expected  to  be  published  at 

We  have  reason  to 


an  early  period  of  the  session. 

believe  that  the  report  of  the    commissioners  will 

happily   support  the   most  favorable  impressions  j  even  with  contemptible  Spain:  but  cannot  by  any 


people  of  the  late  co  ouies  of  Sfi*in!— ev;ry  w<y 
oppressed,  and  benighted  by  all  the  inirenuity  of  » 
viperous  priesthood — who  rather  deserved  to  labor 
in  the  mines  for  their  falshood,  hypocricy  and  blas- 
phemy, than  officiate  at  the  altar.  All  that  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  their  ghostly  co-adjutors  could 
do  to  depress  the  mind  and  body  of  the  people  of 
South  America,  was  done — and  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  they  c.tii  at  once  shake  off  the  prejudi^ 
ces  of  centuries,  or  in  a  moment,  from  slavps  be- 
come freemen*  A  generation  must  pass  away  be* 
fore  they  will  be  fully  prepared  to  eujoy,  as  ihey 
ought,  and  esteem  as  as  they  will,  their  tiaturai 
rights:  But  men,  we  trust,  will  not  be  Wanting  to 
pilot  them  in  safely  to  the  haven  of  rest — that 
happy  estate  in  which  the  mouth  of  labor  consumer 
the  bread  it  earns. 

We  do  not  apprehend  that  in  the  ar.1cnrt\Vledge-» 
mcnt  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
la  Plata,  we  c^in  justly  incur  the  enmity  of  any  na- 
tion, even  of  Spain.  Spain  13  evidently  unable  in 
control  the  destinies  of  those  provinces—nayj  the) 
probability  is,  that  they  have  wrested  from  her  % 
very  large  part  of  Peru; — and  Chili  is  in  absolute 
possession.     We  are  very  far  from   wishing  War^ 


that  the  friends  <if  freedom  have  entertained  of  the 
present  state  and  probable  destiny  of  this  delight- 
ful portion  of  the  earth — 3hewing  uu  that  is  is  not 
only  governed  wiih  as  much  order  and  steadiness, 
as  can  be  expected  in  a  revolutMtiinrij  state,  but 
that  it  has  a  force  in  arms  amply  sufficient  to  main- 
tain their  independence,  which  its  representatives 
_  in  congress  have  nobly  assumed. 

If  such  impressions  are  supported,  as  we  pre- 
sume that  they  will  be,  the  most  wary  politician 
will  be  at  a  loss  to  furnish  any  good  reason,  wiiy 
the  republic  of  laPlattx  should  not  be  accepted  as 
a  free  sovereign  state,  by  the  United  States.  We 
claimed  such  an  ackiiowledgemen'  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  when  our  revolution  was  probably  much 
less  ad\'»nced  than  tbeir's  is.  Their  victory,  at 
Maipo,  is  quite,as  important  to  them  as  thesftrren- 
der  of  Burgoyne  was  to  us — and  their  armies  ap- 
pear to  be  more  numerous  and  quite  us  well  ap- 
pointed  as  cur's  were.  Let  us  then,  do  unto  them 
that  which  we  claimed  as  a  right  due  to  ourselves, 
in  similar  circumstances — tender  to  them  the  right 
feandof  fellowship;  trusting  that  her  people  will 
yet  furtlier  emulate  the  example  we  have  set  them, 
and  in  due  time  establish  a  constitution  based  upon 
the  unalienable  rights  of  man. 

It  is  chimerical  to  hope  or  expect,  that  the  peo- 
pie  of  Soulh  America  can  entertain  such  clear  per- 
ceptions of  the  powers  and  privileges  which  they 
derive  from  the  Cheator  as  our  forefathers  did. 
The  latter  had  long  been  accustomed  to  the  busi- 
ness of  elections,  and  were  taught  to  hold  rulers 
responsible  to  them  for  their  conduct— nay,  to  be 
lieve  tl^iit  the  cutting  oil'  of  the  head  of  one  kin^^, 
Jtnd  the  banishment  of  another,  were  things  "right 
in  themselves."  And  as  to  spiriuisl  matters,  tiiev 
had  maintained  the  liberty  of  conscience,  and  total'- 
ly  rejected  the  dark  and  deleterious  influence  of 
the  clergy— judging  for  themselves  and  feeling 
themselves  accountHble  only  toGon  for  their  opi- 
nions. But  how  different  has  been  the  case  ef  the 
V-.oi.  XV," — 9. 


means  consider  the  acknowlegdement  spoken  ofaS 
likely  to  provoke  her  to  declare  it; — nor  do  we 
believe  that  the  great  powers  of  Europe  will  take 
umbrage  at  it — the  independence  of  those  provin* 
ces  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  CJreat  Hritaind  at 
least;  and  we  have  no  doUbt  but  that  she  would 
rather  herself  meet  the  fate  of  a  contest  in  arms 
than  those  countries  should  again  become  sub- 
ject  to  Spain.  But,  indeed,  their  independence 
is  the  interest  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe— and 
that  they  will  pursue  their  interest,  cannot  be 
doubted. 


Public  Opinion^ 

The  foilo-wing  are  extracts  of  letters  to  the  editor  from 
two  genilemen  ivlio  voted  for  the  incorporation  of  tlt« 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  also  at  present  are  members 
of  congress. 

•'STATB  OF  NEW  tORK,  aEHknTEft  (OtJTSl'T, 

*'JVe-wport,  September  24</J,  1818. 
"DuAitsni, — If  ever  therejwere  k  periodical  "vorfe 
worthy  of  public  patfonage  and  above  its  price,  it  is 
your  Regiater.  It  has  become  dotibly  interesting' 
to  me  since  your  independetit  and  hororable  course 
relative  to  the  shatneful  conduct  of  the  directors  of 
the  United  States  bank.  I  was  one  of  the  ntir/iber 
that  voted  for  the  incorpo;ation  of  that  noiv  swind" 
ling  monster.  I  was  never  very  friendly  to  baiikss 
I  have  always  considered  them  calculated  to  mo^ 
nopolize  for  the  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 
But  such  had  become  the  state  of  the  circulatittg 
medium,  as  to  threaten  ruin  to  the  whole  coinmu- 
niiy — some  cort-ective  was  indispensable,  and  tdid 
believe  the  chartering  of  the  U.  S-  bank  to  bs  the 
only  practicable  remedy — This,  and  this  only,  in- 
duced me  to  vote  for  the  bank;  I  could  never  liiive 
believed  that  there  M'et-e  men  to  be  found,  ('.'iat: 
call  themselves  hoaorable)  in  the  comtrunitt,  that 
would  unblushingly  prostitute  to  the  sanu::  vi'e 
ptirpoae,  th"?  very  measure  which    can_tjress  saw  lit 


ISO 
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to  aflopt  in  order  to  remedy  a  like  evil. —  There  is 
110  safety  in  gixring  or grannng  to  a  body  corporate  a 
7n(iuei!-mahinq  fxjTjer — it  divides  the  responsibilily, 
and  they  v/ill  collectively  do,  what  an  individual 
v/oiil  1  not  da-e  to  assume — Go  on,  my  tJear  sir, 
•'and  lash  t!ie  specula' ors  naked  throitg-h  the  land" 
—  You  spenk  tlie  sentiments  of  every  individual  in 
this  purt  of  the  community, — and  the  voice  of  a  free 
and  independent  man  will  be  heard.  There  is  yet 
lef(.  to  the  people  a  redeeming'  spirit,  and  retribu- 
tivp  justice  will  eventually  overtake  those  abusers 
of  power  " 

*.Vew  Inrk,  29th  Scptenber,  \813. 
Dkah  sir,—  a  our  remarks  on  the  bank  of  the  U. 
S.  have  here  been  read  with  much  pleasure,  and 
my  principal  regret  on  that  subject  is,  that  that  in- 
sti'iition,  which  has  so  admiraMy  given  to  the  covntry 
a  circnlattng  7uediiim,  could  not  ag"ain  pass  in  review 
as  it  did  when  its  charter  was  granted;  how  often 
liave  we  cause  to  regret  measures  pursued  from 
the  best  motives:  as  to  myself  I  voted  for  the  in- 
corporation  against  my  own  personal  interest;  but, 
witi.  others,  long  since  regretted  that  vote." 


The  fjllowing  is  a  part  of  a  letter  to  the  editor  from 
a  gantleman  who  has  filled  a  large  space  in  tlte  po- 
litical -world — and  -whose  opinion  must  be  highly  va- 
hed. 

"The  uninterrupted  continuance  of  my  subscrip- 
tion, and  the  punctuality  of  my  payments,  are  the 
best  evidence  I  can  give  you  of  the  value  I  set  upon 
yotu-  v.ork. — But  it  is  especially  due  to  your  ef- 
iortr.  on  a  subject  of  infinite  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  that  I  should  add  my  testimony,  to 
the  many  you  have  received,  of  approbation  ofthe 
firm  and  manly  tone  you  have  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  scandalous  abuses  committed  by  very  many 
banking  institutions.  The  prodigious  increase  and 
extent  of  these  corporations  have  so  intimately  and 
universally  identified  them  with  the  private  con- 
cerns of  individuals,  of  all  classes,  in  all  situations, 
in  city  and  in  country,  and  consequently  with  the 
public  welfare;  that,  in  the  present  condition  ofthe 
United  States,  I  know  no  topic  of  equal  moment  to 
the  community;  nor  any  object  of  more  vital  tem- 
poral importance  than  the  just  and  honorable  con- 
duct of  the  affairs  of  these  companies — This  testi- 
mony may  be  the  more  satisfactory  to  you  as  pro- 
ceeding from  the  president  of  a  bank,  a  country 
bank, — which,  however,  has  always  been  adminis- 
tered on  principles  which  you  would  approve;  and 
which,  allho'  it  went  into  operation  after  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  generally, 
has  never  refused,  or  declined,  or  evaded  the  pay- 
ment of  its  notes,  on  demand,  to  any  amount,  in 
W\tbest  medium  CMrrenX.  in  the  state — whose  notes 
have  always  been  at  par  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
state,  and  through  the  whole  extent  of  their  cir- 
cula'.ion— ai-ul  which,  since  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie paymetits,  has  liberally  and  adequately  supplied 
the  circulation  of  a  very  extensive  district  with 
c>i:i,  under  tlie  most  difficult  and  discour.tging  cir- 
cumstances— and  which  has  not  divided  more  than 
{it  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum — and  not  al- 
waj'.s  so  much." 

(^j^M.-iuy  letters  like  the  preceding  are  received 
rvery  week.  It  is  the  voice  ofthe  people  that  bank- 
inic  '^peculatiins  should  ceasf^— tlicy  are  callingf'or 
al•e^.t')ra'. ion  of  tlie  "good  old  tiniCs,"  when  all  bank 
TU)tf)s  v.'ere  suw^ey,  b'cau--ie  rag  shops  wtv^  not  ih.°n 
th<iuj;l!t  of— AND  Tii);r  vv-ii,i,  iiavk  i t  so.  'J'hey  will 
[.•ippui  t  liie  honest  banks  witli  power;  and,  as  with 
a  besom  of  destructio!),  sweep  away  t!ie  paper- 
nr,;i)g:"s,     Amenl 


Cot.  Sloank,  ~vho  sigfis  the  foUofving  address,  one  of 
the  candidates  fur  congress,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
has,  indeed,  our  best  inshes  fur  his  election. 

FROM  THE  OHIO  SFECTATOK. 

To  the  pnbUc.  In  a  republican  form  of  govern, 
ment,  all  offices  being  created  for  the  public  bene- 
fit, the  people  ought  to  be  left  to  their  own  free 
and  unbiased  choice  in  the  selection  of  their  agents. 
It  has  ever  been  my  wish  to  avoid  any  thing  that 
might  look  like  soliciting  public  favor;  and  it  is 
not  without  some  degree  of  reluctance,  that  I  ap- 
pear before  them  on  the  present  occasion:  But  i-e- 
flecting  that  the  unparalleled  situation  ofthe  nati- 
onal affairs,  may  have  created  in  the  public  mind  a 
desire  to  enquire  into,  and  examine  critically  the 
political  opinions  of  those  who  are  candidates  for 
office — and,  observing  in  the  Ohio  Repository  cer- 
tain questions,  submitted  to  the  candidates  for 
congress  in  the  6tb  district,  relative  to  "the  opi- 
nions which  they  entertain  on  certain  political  ques- 
tions which  at  present  agit.ate  tlie  public  mint!,"  I 
am  induced,  in  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  that  publication,  to  state  briefly,  what 
my  opinions  always  have  been,  and  now  are,  on  those 
subjects. 

Republican  government  is  founded  on  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  ought  at  all  times  to  be  adminis- 
tered for  their  benefit,  and  according  to  their 
wishes.  Tiie  election  of  an  officer  for  a  given  pe- 
riod, does  not  authorise  him  to  disregard  the  will 
of  his  constituents.  The  right  of  the  people  to  in- 
struct their  representative,  and  his  obligation  to 
obey,  (provi;led  tliere  is  good  reason  to  believe  the 
insiruction  is  the  opinion  of  a  raajoiity)  is  the  es- 
sence  of  republicanism — destroy  these,  and  you 
establish  an  aristocracy. 

All  monopolies  are  at  war  with  the  principles  of 
the  American  constitutions.  The  safety  of  our  li- 
berties depends  on  the  equality  of  the  members  of 
the  community.  The  great  power  which  wealth 
gives  to  banking  establishments,  together  with  the 
entire  want  of  all  responsibility  to  the  people,  ren- 
ders them  the  most  effectual  means  that  could  be 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  subverting  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  government.  Tlie  government  of  the 
United  States  consists  of  the  gram  of  certain  spe- 
cific powers,  made  by  the  several  states,  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  cannot  constitvonally  exercise  any  poifera 
not  expressly  granted  by  that  instrument;  because,  all 
other  ''[wioersare  reserved  to  the  states,  respectively, 
or  to  the  people."  The  power  to  create  banks,  not 
being  granted,  the  law  establishing  the  United 
States'  bank,  is  unconstitutional,  and  ought  to  be 
repealed.  That  which  is  vfYong  in  principle,  cannot 
be  made  right  by  precedent. 

The  charter  of  the  United  States'  bank  was  ob- 
tained by  inducing  many  members  of  congress  to 
believe  that  it  would  effectually  establish  an  uni- 
form circulating  medium,  and  relieve  the  country 
from  the  difficulties  it  labored  under  in  that  re- 
spect. It  has  failed  to  produce  any  ofthe  ejects  pro- 
mised  by  its  friends,  and  fulfilled  all  the  predictions  of 

its  enemies.  _ 

The  iioies  made  payable  at  its  different  oliices  ot 

discount  and  deposite,  we  are   officially  infornied, 

will  not  be  received  at  the  princip.'l  bank.     This  is 

but  one  remove  from  an  actual    failure,  and  is  an 

Imposition   that   calls    loud    for   correction.     The 

opinions  I  express  as  a  privr^te  citizen,  will  govern 

me  in  any  capacity  in  which  I  mav  be  placed. 

•'        '  •'  tVm  T  V  c  I  n  \  VI 


JOHN  SLOANE. 


Woosler,  14th  Sept.  1818. 
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;'       America  and  Great  Britain. 

rnOM  THE   LIVERPOOL  MEHCURT,   OF  AUG.  28. 

,,  The  artirle  recom  v»endfd  tt  our  aUeiitloii  by  .2 
Frif.nrl,  so  ro"npletely  coincides  witii  our  own  views 
of  the  ■xisfiiig'  rehtio'^s^ip  betw«en  ihls  country  and 
Amprica,  tha'  wehavp  adopted  Iheadvice  of  our  cor- 
respondent, by  inserting  ilie  essay  from  the  Scots- 
man, which  is  given  entire,  and  is  recommended  to 
the  particular  attention  of  our  readers.  It  is  by 
sue!)  p'.a  •:  argimeoTs,  divested  of  all  party  f'eelin  ^, 
that  the  people  of  Enj^[and  must  ultimutely  be  con- 
vinced that  the  improvement  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  particularly  the  westward  extension  of  their 
incre'isinj^  population,  are  matters  of  hiji^h  interest 
to  the  civilized  nations  of  the  whole  world.  It  is 
there  tliat  the  prosperity  of  Europe  may  find  the 
means  of  strenj!^thening  itself  by  commercial  trans- 
actions, and  there  the  unfortunate  and  disaffected 
will  find  asylums  for  ages  yet  to  come. 


Groviifh  of  dispute  hetween  Great  Brilnin  and  Ame 
ricu;  probable  consequences  of  an  American  ivar. 

•*The  r.ipid  increase  of  their  culture  and  popula- 
tion too,  doubling  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
must  necessarily  augment  this  demand  for  our 
goods  in  the  same  proportion.  Circumstanced 
a£  the  two  countries  are,  I  use  no  figure  of  speech, 
but  speak  the  simple  fact  when  I  say,  not  an  axe 
falls  in  the  woods  of  America  which  does  not  put 
in  motion  some  shuttle,  or  hammer,  or  v.heel  in 
England."  .Mr.  lirougluini's  speech  in  the  hause 
of  commons,  i.6th  Ju^e,  1812. 

The  capture  of  Pensacola,  and  the  execution  of 
Messrs.  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie,  appear  to  have 
excited  in  some  minds  an  unusual  dec^ree  of  irrita- 
tion towards  North  America.  Kat  surely  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  Hritain  will  not  allow  iTself, 
-and  especially  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importauce, 
to  be  led  astray  by  first  impressions.  What  con- 
cern have  they  in  the  disputes  between  .\merica 
and  Spain  respecting  the  possession  of  Florida.^  It 
cannot  possibly  be  a  matter  of  the  least  conse- 
quence to  any  individual  in  this  empire,  whether 
or  not  Pensacola  shall  be  restored  to  Ferdinand. 
Even  when  this  subject  is  enquired  into,  with  refer 
the    balance 


sures  they  weie  detifjned  to  counteract  so  much 
sooner  carried  into  effect. 

AVith  reg:ird  to  the  other  frrntind  of  complaint, 
the  sxecution  of  Me.ssrs.  Arbuthnot  and  Ambvistie, 
we  do  not  think  that  the  circnmstaxices  of  the  cass 
are  as  yet  suOiciejitly  known  to  warrant  t!ie  form- 
ing  of  nny   positive  opinion    rcsnectiuf!^    it.     Thfe 
matter  ought  ccrtttinly  to  be  enquired  into;  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  if  the  Aiterifan  genera's  shall 
be  found  to  have  acted   inipr(»pf  rly,  they  will  be 
punished  by  those  to  whom  tiiey  are   accountable 
for  their  conduct.     The  destruction  of  the  indivi- 
duals   in    question    could  not  be  art  object  of  the 
least  im.portarcc  to  the  ITiiited  S'ates,  and  it  is  not 
at  all  likely  that  ti\ey  will  incur  the  odium  of  at- 
temptinj^  to  defeud   and  protect  their  officers,  if 
they  have  intentionally  violated   t!ie  great  princi- 
ple of  interoaliomd  law.     But,  as  we  stated  upon  a 
former  occasion,  we  do  not  think  that  tlicre  is  the 
least  probability  of  this  being  rlie  c.ise.  It  is  ;mpos- 
sihle   to   imagine  that  13  or  14  officer?!,  many   of 
them  of  high  rank,  would  volunlurily  expose  them- 
selves to  tlie  risk  of  b^ing  disgraced,  or  that  thev 
would  basely  conspire  together,    uujnailv,    to   de- 
prive two  obscure  individujs  of  their  life.     That 
the  American  commanding  officer,  in  ordering  the 
sentence  of  The  court  martial  to   be  immediately 
carried  into  eHect,  acted  with  an  unnecessary  ?nd 
useless  degree  of  severity,  is,  we  think,  abundantly 
obvious.     The  legality  of  the  sentence,  however, 
is  the  only  thing  with   which  we  have  to  do;  f -r  if 
the   evidence   laid  before  the   court  mnvtisl  was 
such  as  to  warrant  the  sentence  of  death,  the  com- 
manding officer  had    an   undoubted    right   to  or- 
der it  to  be  executed.     We  do  not  therefore  think 
that  this  case,  any  more  thsn  that  regirding  tlie 
occupation  of  Pensacola,  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
disturb  the  friendly  relations   subsisting   betw(-en 
the  two  countries.     It  is  unquestionable  that  vva 
have  a  right   to  be  made  acquainted  \riih   all  tlie 
proceedings  relative  to   tiie  condemnation   of  Ar- 
buthnot and   Ambrisxie,   and   that    if  it   shall   b« 
found  tliat  they  have  been  unjustly  dealt  with,  n'e 
ought   to  demand   the  punishment  of  the   guilty. 
But  before  calling  out  for  a  war  of  revenge,  let  us 
wait    till   this  poiit   shall  have   been    satisfactorily 
established,  and  till  it  be  seen  whether  the  Ameri- 


ence  to  the   balance   of  poxver,   it  is  impossible  to 
come  to  any  other  conclusion.     No  person  will  ven-    can  government  are  themselves  disposed  to  grant 
ture  to  maintain  that  the  power  of  Spain  was  at  all    redress.     After  satisfactory  information  siiall  have 
increased  by  the  possession  of  Florida,  or  that  it 
v/ould  be  in  the  least  impaired  by  its  being  entirely 
emancipated  from   her  authority.     The  revenues 
derived   from  the   Floridas  have  never  sufficed  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  it.s  administration;  and  Spain 
assuredly  is  not  in  a  situation  to  retain  that  colony 
and  to  enable  her  to  awe  the  United  States.  Neither 
would  its  annexation   add  any  additional  prepon 
derance  t  >  the  power  of  that  republic.     It  would 
aflr.;rd  some  teak  wood  for   her  ships,   and  would 
prevent  the  harbors  of  l'ensacol:»  and   St.   Angus- 
tine  from  becoming  the  receptacle  of  hostile  priva 
teers  in  time  of  war,  but  tJiat  is  almcst  the  whole 
extent  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  its  occu- 
pation—Now, really,  it  appears  to  be  a  little  too 
much   to  call  on  the   people  of  Great  Britain  to 
interfere  in    such   a  case.     Whether   a    thousand 
square  leagues  of  barren,  uninhabited  territory  shall 
pe  taken  f  om  Spain  and  added  to  the  United  St.ites, 
is  a  matter  about  which  John  Bull  need  give  bim- 
no  uneasiness.     If  the   Americans  are   deter- 


self 

mined  to  take  possession  of  Florida,  his  utmost 
ettorts  will  be  unable  to  prevent  them;  and  if  he 
does  interfere  he  will  only  l.ave  the  mortificUlon 
*o  tir-hold  bi^-  menaces 


disregarJod, 


and  the  meu-  I  iheir 


been  obtained  on  these  subjects,  there  will  be  ahim. 
dant  time  to  consider  what  ulterioi-  steps  should 
be  taken. 

Notliing   seems   more  unaccountable  than    the 
strong  inciination  manifested  in  various  qu.aners  to 
involve  this  country  iua  war  with  America.     iKex- 
perience  could  teach  us  wisdom,  we  might  now,  we 
should  think,  be  pretty  generally  uware  of  the  ru- 
inous nature  of  such  contests.     America  is,  c.f  all 
other  nations,  the  one  whose  friendship  ought  to  h« 
iBOst  assiduously  cultivated,  and  wi>ose  enmity  is 
most  to  be  dreaded  by  Gre*t  Britain.     It  is  iii'hcr 
power  to  injure  us  in  the  most  vital  manner.     The 
extreme  distress  into    which  the  mimufactures  of 
this  country  were   thrown   by  the  American  non- 
intercourse  acts,  suffi':i-:i»tly  show   how  m\',c\\  we 
are  interested  in  jireserving   an  unrestricted  inter- 
course   with    oiu-   trans.it l;,niic  breiliren.     Instead 
of  being  a  source  of  jealousy  and  vcxaiion  to  tlie 
politicians  of  Gre.>v  Britain,  the  rapid  progress  of 
Ih^  Amrricans  in   the  acciuxiulation  of  ctipital  and 
population  ought  to   be  hailed    by   them    w'.lli  su. 
prtine    salisfadion.         'f'ley  -oui^la    not    ouiv    to 
lejoice  in  the  fact  of  a  powerful    nation,  speakin  ^ 
lauifuagp,   and   organi'zed    acccrtlihg   to  the 
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inosi  liberal  and  tolerant  principles,  being  founded 
in  another  hemisphere— but  they  ought  to  know 
and  to  admit  that  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain 
is  intimtitely  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  Stales. 

The  physical    circumstances  in  which  the  latter 
are  placed,  the   boundless  extent  of  their   fertile 
and  unoccupied  lands,  will,  for  a  long  period,  cause 
the  raising  of  rgw  produce  to  be  the  most  profita- 
ble   department  of  industry   in    wiiich    Ainerican 
skill  and   capital   can  be  employed.     Now  the  ve 
verse  of  all  this  is  the  case  in  this  country.     It  is 
impossible  for  us  to  raise  raw  produce  at  so  cheap 
a  rate  as  the  Americans — while,  on  the  niher  hand, 
our  command  of  capital,  the  excellence  of  our  ma- 
chinery, the  skill  and  perseverance  of  our  ariizans, 
and  the  facilities  with  which  supplies  of  coal  are 
procured,  naturally  give  us  a   decided  advantage 
over  them  in  the  arts  of  manufacturing.     While, 
therefore,  an  unrestricted  intercourse  is  allowed  to 
be   carried  on  between  the  two  countries,    it  will 
daily  become  more  reciprocally  advanlngeous  and 
more  indispensably  necessary  to  each  other.     And 
hence  the  interests  of  America  are  the  same  with 
our  interests.     Whatever  increases  her  strength, 
and  enables  her  to  develope  her  gigantic  powers, 
and  to  accelerate  the  march  of  civilization  and  ot 
refinement,  over  the  deserts  by  w!  ich  she  is  en- 
compassed,  must,  in  theer.d,  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vantage   of  this  country.     It  is  an    accurate  and 
profound  remark  of  the  IVenchman,  Gamier,  ihat 
the  progress  of  civilization  in  Russia,  and  the  r.^pid 
improvement  of  that  empire,  have  contributed  in  a 
very  considerable  degree  to  increase  the  power  ot 
England.     But  what  are  the  benefits  v.e  have  de- 
rived from  the  improvement  of  lius&ia,  compared 
with  those  «e  have  deiived  from  our  inte,  course 
v.'ith  Ameri-^u?     The  U.  States  is  now  become  the 
most  important  market  for  the  disposal  of  the  sta- 
pie    manufactures  of  this  country.     It  is  a  market 
which  is  daily  and  hourly  increasing,  and  which,  if 
not  Violently  interfered  with,  will  continue  to  in- 
crease for  centuries  to  come. 

What  then  could  be  more  unwise  than  rashly  to 
embark  this  country  in  a  contest  with  North  Ame- 
ricd?  Are  our  manufactures  in  a  situation  to  en- 
counter a  repetition  of  the  non-interconrse  act?  Is 
the  demand  for  their  produce  so  very  great,  that 
the  cessation  of  iiie  American  demand — a  demand 
amounting  to  12  or  14  millions  per  annum— would 
not  be  experienced?  Are  we  prepared  to  give  a 
fresh  stimulus  to  the  erection  of  cotton  and  wool- 
en  factories  in  the  United  Slates^'  We  should  tliink 
not.  And  we  apprehend,  that  when  the  people  ol 
Britain  have  rejected  on  thisojjf  consequence  of  an 
American  war,  ihey  will  pause  a  little  before  they 
engage  in  it. 

But  it  is  not  for  these  reasons  alone,  that  a  con- 
test  with  America  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided. 
The  enormous  expense  that  must  attend  the  carr>. 
ing  on  of  hostile  operations  at  so  great  a  distance 
from  home,  would,  in  any  circumstances,  but  es- 
periaily  at  present,  when  our  revenue  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  defray  the  charges  of  our  peace  ts 
tablisment,  deserve  the  most  serious  consideration. 
Unless  the  people  of  this  country  are  longing  for 
the  restoration  oft  he  income  tax,  Uiey  vull  c«rfful. 
lyabst;'in  from  entering  into  a  war  with  America. 
They  may  rest  assured,  that  the  one  wjli  infallibly 
lead  to  the  other;  and  they  had  better  not  be  over 
^a^guine  in  their  expectations  of  getting  q^iit  of 
that  oppressive  burden  after  the  contest  siiali  have 
been  put  an  end  tcj. 


A  war  with  the  United  States,  it  should  always 
be  recollected,  is  a  war  in  which  we  have  every 
thing  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain.  We  may,  it  is 
true,  harass  their  trade,  and  signalise  our  valour 
and  our  love  of  science  and  the  arts,  by  burning' 
their  sea  port  towns  and  their  libraries,  nnd  by 
defacing  and  pulling  down  some  of  their  public 
buildings.  But  to  think  of  making  any  permanent 
impression  on  America,  is  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  American  citizens  are  all  soldiers,  ac- 
customed from  their  infancy'  to  the  use  of  fire  arms, 
and  are  known  to  be  the  best  marksmen  in  the 
world.  Although,  therefore,  the  disciplined  ar- 
mies of  Europ?  might  triuriiph  over  such  opponents, 
in  a  general  engagement,  they  are  sure  to  be  cut 
ofl'in  detail.  The  circumstance  of  the  country  be- 
ing overrun  with  woods,  and  rtany  other  natural 
capabilities  of  defence  which  it  possesses,  would 
enable  a  much  less  numerous,  and  worse  trained 
militia,  than  that  of  the  United  States,  successfully 
to  defend  it  against  the  most  powerful  foreign  in- 
vasion. 

Nothing,  therefore,  but  disaster  and  disgrace  can 
rationally  be  expected  from  a  war  with  America. 
But  even  if  our  etTorts  were  to  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, it  would  be  considered  as  a  little  more  than  a 
triumph  over  ourselves.  What  is  advantageous  for 
the  people  of  America  must,  as  we  have  already 
shown,  redound  more  or  less  to  the  advantage  of 
this  country.  We  are  deeply  interested  in  their 
prosperity;  and  instead  of  absurdly  attempting  to 
irritate  and  disgust,  it  shoiild  be  our  object  to  endea* 
vor  to  secure  their  affection  and  esteem. 


Transjlvania  University. 

The  trustees  of  the  Transylvania  university  have' 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  public,  that  the  next 
session  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember ensuing,  with  very  enlarged  means  of  ex- 
tending the  usefulness  of  the  institution. 

In  addition  to  the  former  buildings,  appertaining 
'to  the  university,  a  very  large  and  commodious  edi- 
fice has  just  been  finished,  in  the  most  substantial 
and  comfortable  manner,  which  contains,  besides  a 
chapel  and  the  necessary  apartments  for  the  exer- 
cises and  lectures,  thirty  airy  Vv'arm  and  well, light- 
ed  rooms.     The   space,   and   united  conveniences 
which  these  houses  afford,  have  enabled  the  trustees 
to  establish   a  refectory,    which   will   be  opened 
for  the  acoommodation  of  the  students,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  session.    One  hundred  students 
may  thus  l)e  provided  with  board  and  lodging  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  university,  and  excellent  board 
and  lodging  may  be  procured  in  tlie  town,  in  pri- 
v.^te  families,  to  be  approved  by  the  faculty,  tor  any 
greater  number  of  the  students  that  may   apply 
for  admission  in    the    university.     The    refectory 
and   lodging  rooms  will  be  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  a  steward,  and  will  be  governed  by  sticli 
rules   as   shall  have  been  adopted  by  the   trustees 
and  the  faculty,  to  ensure  good  discipline,  regula- 
rity and  1  he  maintenance  of  order.     The  object  of 
pecuniary  advantage  to  the  university  not  having 
entered  into  the  views  of  the  trustees,  but  the  re- 
fectory being  established  solely  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  students,  the  expenses  to  which  it  may 
give  rise,  will  be  justly  apportioned  among  them, 
and  such  of  the  professors  and  tutors  as  may  reside 
wit!i  tliem.     The  students  are  to  furnish  their  own 
lodging  rooms,  comformable  to  the  practice  at  other 
colleges,  And,  where  two  or  more  occupy  the  same 
room,  the  expense  of  furniture  will  be  equally  di« 
vided  between  them. 
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The  high  reputation  of  the  president  and  of  the 
professors  and  instructors,  whom  the  trustees  have 
engaged  and  have  made  arrangements  to  engage, 
they  are  persuaded,  entitles  the  faculty  to  the  great- 
est confidence.  The  wants  and  the  wishes  of  the 
community  require,  that  the  university  shall  be 
placed  in  a  condition  to  afford  as  good  education  as 
J3  given  at  other  colleges  in  the  U.  States;  and 
thus  to  enable  parents  and  guardians  to  avoid  the 
heavy  expense,  and  the  long  and  distant  separation 
from  their  children  and  wards,  incident  to  remote 
institutions.  To  satisfy,  in  this  respect,  the  jusl 
hopei  oF  the  public  has  been  tlie  constant  and  ear- 
nest aim  of  the  trustees,  and  they  will  be  grea'ly 
disappointed  if  their  sanguine  expectations,  from 
the  arrangements  wliich  have  been  made,  should 
not  he  realized.  The  philosophical  app.iratus,  be- 
longing to  the  university,  already  considerable,  is 
intended  to  be  shortly  increased:  and  the  trustees 
confidently  hope  that  the  munificence  of  the  legis'- 
lature  of  Kentucky,  whose  gu»rdian  care  has  so 
often  been  extended  to  the  university,  will  enable 
them  to  make  large  additions  to  the  small  but 
choice  collection  of  books  which  now  constitutes 
the  library,  a«  well  as  to  supply  any  further  means, 
suggested  by  experience,  of  impioving  and  expand- 
ing the  useful  capacities  of  the  instituliun. 

The  system  of  study  and  instruction  which  the 
trustees  have  adopted,  has  been  formed  after  the 
best  models  in  the  U.  States,  and  with  the  view  to 
the  substitution  of  a  solid,  useful  and  comprehen- 
sive scheme  of  education,  to  that  superficial  plan 
which  is  too  often  followed.  According!)',  the  stu- 
dents are  divided  into  four  classes,  comprising  a 
total  period  of  four  years  study,  and  assigning  one 
year's  continuance  in  each  of  the  classes.  To  ob 
tain  admission  into  the  first  or  freshman  class  the 
applicant  must  have  a  good  knowledge  ofLntin  and 
Greek  grammar — of  Virgil — The  select  orations  of 
Cicero — Sallust — Greek  testament  Collectanae 
Grscca  Minora — Clark's  or  Mair's  introduction  to 
the  making  of  Latin— be  able  to  translate  English 
into  Latin — understand  common  arithmetic--have 
studied  ancient  and-  modern  geography — and  m'lst 
possess  a  good  moral  character.  But  any  student 
wi)0  is  found,  on  examination,  by  the  faculty,  to  be 
duly  qualified  for  either  of  the  higher  classes,  will 
be  allowed  to  enter  such  higber  class  by  paying,  un- 
less he  comes  u-om  another  college,  (in  which  case 
the  requisition  will  not  be  made)  the  tuition  fees 
of  the  previous  class  or  classes  For  the  accommo- 
dation of  those  who  may  not  be  prepared  'o  enter 
either  of  the  classes,  a'grammar  school,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  professor  of  languages, 
isajid  will  remain  attached  to  the  university,  at 
which  sll  ihebranches  are  taught  which  are  neces- 
8ary  to  prepare  the  student  to  enter  the  freshman 
class.  The  students  of  the  grammar  school  will 
also  be,  as  others  are,  allowed  the  benefit  of  the 
commons  hall. 

As  there  may  be  persons  who  have  not,  and  may 
not  be  able  to  acquire,  a  knowledge  oftJhe  dead 
languages,  but  who  may  nevertlieless  be  desirous  of 
attending  the  lectures,  provision  is  made  that  any 
such  persons  may  be  allowed  to  attend  them  accor- 
dingly, as  irregular  students:  but  they  cannot  ob- 
tain the  testimonials  of  thorough  education  which 
are  conferred  only  upon  those  who  Uave  passed 
through  the  prescribed  course  of  study. 

The  trustees  believe  they  may  safely  state,  that, 
exclusive  of  clothing  and  pocket  money,  respect- 
ing which  the  prudence  of  judicious  parents  and 
.guardians  will  make  t'.ie  proper  suggestions,  the 
whole  expense  ofthose  who  live  in  coaiiuons  will 


not  exceed  §175,  the  college  year.  It  will  h^  sorae- 
w!iat  greater  to  those  who  board  in  private  houses. 
Tl>e  price  of  tuition  in  the  classes  is  g40  per  an- 
num, and  §30  in  the  grammar  school  Bond  and 
surety,  resident  in  Lexington,  as  is  customary  m 
other  colleges,  will  be  required  of  parents  and 
guardians  for  the  regular  payment  of  college  char- 
ges; or,  at  their  option,  in  iieu  of  such  bond  and 
surety,  g50,  in  advance,  ^50  on  the  first  day  of 
Ja.uary,  and  §50  on  the  fi-st  day  of  April,  msy  be 
p>tid  for  those  students  who  live  in  commons,  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  university;  and  one  third  of 
the  tuition  money  in  advance,  one  third  on  the  first 
dsy  of  January,  and  the  remaining  third  on  the  first 
of  April,  for  those  students  who  board  out  of  the 
university, 

Lexington  is  situated  in  a  high,  dry  and  gently 
waving  plain,  extending  many  miles  around  it,  the 
basis  of  which  is  a  mass  of  Limestone.  It  is  dis- 
tant from  any  large  stream  of  water,  and  tl^ere  are 
I'o  local  causes  of  disease  in  or  near  it.  The  coun- 
try  around  about  it  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in  the 
U.  Statej,  furnishing  chesply,  in  great  abundance, 
provisions  of  all  kinds.  No  place  is  better  suppli- 
ed with  pure  and  excellent  water.  It  is  perfectly  free 
from  any  endemical  disease,  and  no  other  town  in 
the  United  States  is  believed  to  exceed  it  in  health- 
fulness.  The  buildings  of  the  university  are  erect- 
ed on  one  of  the  most  elevated  and  eligible  posi- 
tions in  t!ie  town. 

The  trustees  cannot  conclude  this  notice,  with- 
out respectfully  expressing  an  anxious  hope,  that 
the  enlightened  public  will  contribute,  by  liberal 
patronage,  to  enable  the  Transylvania  university 
to  send  forth  accomplished  young  men,  of  finished 
and  comprehensive  education,  forming  useful  orna^ 
ments  of  society,  and  able  and  intelligent  servants 
of  the  state. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  trustees, 

ROBERT  WICKLIFE,  Chairman. 

Lexington,  (Kentucky)  August,  1818. 


General  Post- Office. 

la  1790,  there  were  only  75  poi. -offices  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  amount  received  for  postage 
was  not  more  than  37,935  dolls.  In  1800,  number 
of  post-offices,  903;  amount  of  postage,  280,804. 
In  1815,  number  of  post-offices  3000;  amount  of 
postage,  §1,043,055.  In  1817,  number  of  post- 
offices,  3459— and  probably  by  the  first  of  January, 
1819,  the  number  will  be  4000.  From  1793  to  1816, 
the  yearly  transportation  of  the  mails  had  increased 
from  843,608,  to  7,569,224  miles;  and  the  miles  of 
post  road  from  1789  to  1816,  had  been  increased 
from  1875  to  51,600  Nor  is  this  all,  the  increased 
celerity  of  transportation— the  mail  being  carried 
in  one  day,  a  distance  which  formerly  required  a 
week;  and  arriving  at  and  departing  from  places, 
twice,  thrice,  six,  twelve  and  even  twenty  four 
times,  where  it  formerly  arrived  and  departed  but 
once— greatly  enhances  the  value  of  this  public 
accommodation.  A  few  years  since  the  mail  was 
scarcely  known  as  an  accommodation  off  the  towns 
on  the  sea  board;  a  person  residing  in  another  stale 
had  no  means  of  correspondence  with  his  friends, 
but  by  the  uncertain  and  unfrequent  mode  of  pri- 
vate  conveyance.  Now  there  is  scarcely  a  town, 
however  retired,  whose  inhabitants  cannot  converse 
with  the  inliabitants  of  the  most  remote  and  dis- 
tant places  of  the  union,  with  tiie  same  facility  ivt 
with  those  of  an  adjoining  town,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  p»st-office 

The  business  transacted  at  tlie  geneval  no'st-offic?;. 
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is  of  a  laaf^nitude  of  wliich  few  people  have  any 
tolerable  idea.  Not  only  are  accounts  kept  with 
every  postmaster  »ntl  contractor,  not  only  is  every 
bill  transmillpil  with  a  single  letter  examined  and 
compeared  with  the  account  of  letters — not  only  is 
evrry  item  of  6,  12,  18  and  25  cents,  carefully  en- 
tered and  cast,  at  t!ie  general  post-office — but  a 
multitude  of  other  business,  all  complaints,  repre- 
seiUations  and  misrepresentations  are  carefully  at- 
tended to.  The  i^reat  busine^^s  of  the  general  post- 
office  is  trianag-ed  with  the  regularity  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  clock;  and  we  may  add,  it  is  so 
managed  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  public 
generally.  The  salaries  of  its  ofBoers,  3000  dol- 
lars to  the  postmaster  general,  1700  and  1600  to 
his  t.T<o  assistants,  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Pease,  and 
1660  ^o  the  principal  clerk.  Dr.  Bradley,  are  scarce- 
iy  sufficient  for  the  support  of  their  families  in  the 
cjty  of  Wftsliington.  Whatever  may  have  been 
Siid  by  acme  f^w  snarling  cavillers,  rewpecting 
the  misTranagement  of  the  general  post-ofhcc,  the 
whole  natioti  must  admit,  that  it  is  well  managed. 
The  experience  and  talents  of  its  principil  of 
ficers,  .Meigs,  Biadliy  and  Pease,  better  fit  them 
for  these  oiiices  than  any  otLer  men  in  the  United 
States. 

Tliepost  master  general,  RKTuny  J.  Meigs,  jun. 
■s  son  of  the  patriot  of  that  name  who  has  rr^any 
years  been  the  fiilthfnl  agent  of  the  United  States, 
among  the  Creek  Indians.  ;Mr.  Meigs,  jun  was 
governor  of  the  state  of  Ohio  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  war.  To  his  patriotism  it  was 
owing  that  the  citizens  of  the  stale  so  readily  and 
unanimously  volunteered  to  defend  their  country 
in  that  war:  he  was  every  where  with  the  troops 
find  every  where  incited  them  to  duty.  Me  is  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  now  lives  at  AVashington, 
on  his  sabry,  in  a  style  of  republican  simplicity  not 
superior  to  that  of  tnany  farmers  in  New  England: 
indeed  his  moderate  compensation  would  admit  of 
no  other  style.  For  his  great,  arduous  and  inces- 
sant labors,  the  congress  should  grant  him  some- 
thing more  than  a  living,  especially  when  It  is  con- 
sidered  that  the  salary  is  the  same  it  was  when  not 
^  tenth  of  the  present  business  was  performed. 

^''eiv  Hump.  Pat. 


having  been  finished,)  after  the  testimony  before 
the  grand  jury  had  closed,  for  them  to  come  to  a 
decision,  and  then,  after  considling  the  attorney 
general,  adjourned  the  court.  Both  parties,  (for 
it  appears  to  have  become  wholly  a  party  question) 
&ve  much  dissatisfied  with  the  result,  and  both 
complain  of  parliullty  and  corruption.  Lord  Sel- 
kirk, we  learn,  accused  the  attorney  general,  and 
the  prosecutor  and  witnesses,  in  open  court,  ■)f  cor-i 
rupt  and  oppressive  designs,  to  which  the  attorney 
genera!  recriminated,  by  charging  the  grand  jury 
with  partiality,  and  other  Hialconduct.  Tl-e  contro- 
versy was  so  warm  that  the  court  with  diflic'diy 
preserved  order  by  silencip.g  them  both.  The 
friends  of  his  lordsbip  are  disposed  to  charge  the 
chief  justice  with  farthering  the  designs  of  the 
North  West  company,  and  intimste  that  the  court 
was  suddenly  adjourned  to  prevent  a  formal  rfjec- 
tion  of  the  bill  "of  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
and  to  preclude  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
bills  against  Mr.  M'Gillivray  and  other  servants  of 
the  company.  The  other  side,  on  the  contrary, 
charged  his  lord*hip  with  practising  improperly 
with  the  grand  jury  during  their  silting,  aad  iniit 
m.ited  that  someihing  uttlej  different  fiom  direct 
bribery  was  used  to  prevent  a  fair  investigation  of 
the  charges. 


Lortl  Selkirk. 

THOM  THE  BUFFALO  JOUTINAL,  SEPT.  29. 

The  assizes  for  the  Western  District  of  Upper 
Canada  were  held  on  Monday  the  '/th  inst.  at  Sand- 
wich,before  Fowell,chJcrjusticeoJ"the  king's  bench 
<jf  the  province,and  were  adjournetl  on  the  Monday 
following,  without  mskmg  any  disposition  v/hatever 
of  the  important  controversies  between  lord  Sel- 
kirk and  the  British  North  Wciit  compan}'.  The 
ejCpected  trial  of  his  lordship  and  the  principal 
actovs  in  this  quarrel,  or  rather  civil  war,  some  of 
whom  had  been  charged  vvjlh  tnurder,  had  excited 
a  lively  interest  in  the  province, swliich  called  to 
•Jhe  co>irt  a  very  large  assemblage  of  people.  On 
Alonday  of  court,  a  bill  of  indictment  against  lord 
Selkirk  F.nd  others,  for  resistance  tu  Icgsl  process, 
at  I'ort  Willjam,  was  laid  before  tlie  grand  jury, 
but  rejected  iiy  them.  Another  bill  for  a  conspira- 
cy to  injure  or  destroy  the  trade  of  the  North  West 
company,  was  afterwards  presented  them,  on  which 
ihev  were  occupied  three  days  in  hearing  evidence, 
a  considerable  part  of  which  was  documentary,  and 
the  whole  confused  and  intricate.  Oa  this  bill, 
the  grand  jury  would  not,  or  at  least  did  not,  come 
to  any  determination.  The  judge  waited  two  or 
three  days,  (all  the  other  business  of  the  court 


John  Stackhouse, 

THE  ESQUIMAUX  INDIAN. 

FHOM   LA  r.EI.LF,  ASSEMltLKE,  MAY,  1818. 

Such  is  the  baptismal  appellation  given  to  this 
Indian  on  his  conversion  to  the  Christian  faith. — 
During  his  stay  in  England  he  was  taught  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  which  he  has  made  a  very  tolera- 
ble proficiency,  and  his  hand  writing  is  legible. — 
In  his  person  he  is  well  made,  his  complexion  a 
copper  color,  and  he  is  about  five  feet  six  inches  itv 
height:  he  is  robust  and  very  active.  His  canoe, 
which  is  now  on  board  the  Isabella,  sent  out  to  ex- 
plore the  arctic  regions,  is  the  same  in  which  he 
was  found  at  sea.  It  is  fifteen  feet  long,  and  en- 
tirely fbrmed  from  the  skin  of  the  sea  calf;  it  is 
sea  proof  Each  end  is  pointed,  like  those  boats 
that  ply  on  the  Thames,  and  wliich  are  calledy;;^- 
nies\  but  the  upper  part  is  open  like  the  deck  of  a 
little  sloop.  In  the  midst  is  an  opening  in  which 
he  seats  himself,  which  comes  up  to  his  loins;  then, 
by  means  of  a  belt  made  of  the  intestines  of  the 
wiiale,  he  fastens  round  his  body  the  skins  that  are 
placed  round  this  opening;  and  the  upper  part  of 
his  body  is  so  well  wrapped  up  in  furs,  that  only 
his  hands  and  face  are  exposed  to  the  water.  In, 
this  position.^with  one  single  paddle,  he  manauvres 
his  canoe  either  in  advance  or  retreat,  with  the 
most  surprising  swiftness,  and  far  superior  to  that 
of  any  four-oared  cutter;  but  what  is  the  most 
astonishing  of  all  his  manoeuvres,  he  can  give 
to  Ills  vessel  all  the  properties  of  a  diving 
machine,  and  shelter  himself.Jike  an  aquaticifowl, 
in  the  most  stormy  weather:  belays  it  entirely  on 
one  side,  and  i^  totally  plunged  under  the  water, 
while  his  cunoe,  still  following  the  same  direction, 
has  its  keel  turned  upwards:  he  then  goes  on  the 
otber  side  and  places  himself  as  before:  what  ren- 
ders this  movement  the  more  extraordinary  is, 
that  during  all  this  time  he  never  lets  go  his  pad- 
dle. He  has  shown  these  manceuvres  on  the  river 
to  the  astonishment  of  a  crowd  of  spectators.— 
When  he  throws  liis  dart  he  never  misses  his  aim, 
and  he  throws  a  long  lance  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tauQe. 
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Grand  Canal. 

Onondago,  ("A*   YJ    Sept.   9— The  canal  com- 
menced by  the  state  of  New  York,  is    to   extend 
from  lake  Erie  to  the  wide  waters  of  the  Hudson. 
The  distance  in  a  direct  line  exceeds  3-00  miles;  on 
the  route  pursued  it  will   be  about  358  miles;  its 
width  to  be  40  feet  wide  at  the  surface  of  the  wa- 
ter, and  28  at  the  botiom.     The  water  to  be  4  feet 
deep.     The  whole  space   will  be  divided   into   a 
number  of  levels,  each  carried  as  far  ;is  the  face  of 
the  country  will   admit,   and  connected  with  t!-.e 
next  succeeding  level  by  one  or  more  locks.     The 
locks  are  to  be  ninety  feet  long-,  and  twelve  feet 
wide.     Boats,  properly  constructed,  carrying  lUO 
tons,  may  then  pass  tlie  locks  and  pass  each  other 
on   the  canal.     There  is  to  be  a  tow  path  on  one 
side  of  the  canal,  for  ene  or  more  hoises  to  draw 
the  boats.     Tie  usual  rate  of  loaded  boats  is  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  per  hour;  passage  boats  some- 
times go  as  fast  as  four  miles  per  hour.     As  each 
section  of  the  canal,  between  any   two  locks,  will 
be  level,  there  will  be  no  current  in  the  water  ex- 
cept so  much  as  to  supply  lockage  water  for  the 
next  descending  locks. 

The  botly  of  the  canid  is  to  be  excavated  in  the 
earth;  but  vihenstreums  of  water  and  •pulleys  inter- 
vene, which  cannot  be  passed  on  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  without  bending  the  canal  too  far  out  of  its 
course  to  go  round  their  beads,  the  esrth  must  be 
raised,  by  embankments,  to  the  proper  level,  of  suf- 
ficient width  for  the  canal  to  pass  on  them,  with 
their  sides  of  such  a  slope  as  to  prevent  their  slid- 
ing or  carving  off.  Through  these  embankments 
must  be  made  culverts,  or  passages  for  the  water, 
from  the  upper  tide,  under  tlie  canal,  to  prevent 
its  ponding  tJiere,  and  endangering  the  embank- 
ment. W'iien  tbe  streams  ai*e  large,  aqueduct 
bridges  will  be  necessary. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  route  sur- 
veyed for  the  canal.     It  commences  in  the  Buffalo 
creek,  on  tbe  level  of  lake  Eris,  from  whence  it  pas- 
ses along  the  bank  of  the  Niagara  river  15  miles,  to 
the  Tonawanta  creek.      Here    a  dam  across   the 
creek,  four  feet  high,  raising  the  water  to  the  level 
of  lake  Ei'ie, would  also  produce  a  level  surHtce  of  wa- 
ter in  the  creek  for  11  miles  up  its  channel,  which, 
with  a  tow  path  on  one  side,  would  be  the  canal 
for  that  distance.     Here  it  leaves  the  Tonawanta, 
and  turning  to  the  north,  crosses  the  ridge  which 
forms  the  Niagara  falls — this  is  passed  by  a  deep 
cutting  of  about  25  feet.     Here  tlie  canal  fails,  by 
eight  locks,  65  feet  to  tlie  level  of  Gennesee  river. 
Oil  this  level  il  continues  to  that  river,  where  a  dam 
of  10  feet  will  raise  tbe  river  to  its  level,  and  the 
boats  on  the  canal  may  pass  across  wititout  an  aque- 
duct.   About  three  or  four  miles  east  of  Gennesee 
river,  after  passing  about  70  miles  on  one  level, 
the  canal  falls  49  feet,  by  six  locks,  and  then  pro- 
ceeds  on  one  level  about  16  miles.to  the  valley  of 
Mud  creek,  down  which  it  descends,  by  successive 
locks,   till  it  falls   into   the  Seneca  river,  opposite 
Montezuma.     On  the  east   side  of  the  Seneca,  it 
agaui  rises  by  three  , locks,  and  passes  the  sum- 
mit in  Camillus,   in  Onondago    county,    where   it 
again  descends  by  one  lock  to  the  level  of  the  plain 
.south  of  Saliaa.    Here  il  again  nses,  by  three  locks, 
to  the  Jlome  level.     Oa  which  it.  passes,  about  60 
miles,  to  Utica.     Below  this  it  follows  the  valley  of 
the  Mohawk,  keeping  between  tlie  river  and  hilU 
locking-  down,  as  the  face  of  the  land  requires,  to 
the  Hudson  rivei*. 

J,,  Lake  Erie  is  564.85  feet  higher  than  the  Hud- 
son river  at  Albany,  and  142^  feet  hii^he;-  thun  the 
Ifing  level  between  Salina  and  Utica. 


Tbe  fall  from  Bi.flUlo  to  Seneca  river,  is  194  feet, 
with  25  locks;  the  rise  from  there  to  the  summit  to 
Camillus,  is  27  fee,  with  4  locks:  the  fall  to  the 
Salina  plain,  is  10  feet,  wiih  1  lock;  rise  to  the 
Rome  level,  28  feet,  with  3  locks;  fi.U  to  Srhohnrie, 
and  which  level  may  he  carried  to  the  hill  above 
Albany, 129.85  feet,  with  15  locks;  fall  to  die  level 
of  the"  river,  285.50  feet,  with  30  locks;  total  rise 
and  fall  675  10  feet,  78  locks. 

Sliould  the  canal  end  in  a  bason  on  the  hill  west 
of  Albany,  and  be  connected  with  the  river  by  an 
inclined  plane,  as  is  common  in  Europe,  where  a. 
great  descent  occurs  in  a  short  distance,  the  tot.d 
rise  and  fill  would  be  reduced  to  391  feet,  and  tiie 
locks  to  43. 

The  distance  from  Buffalo  to  Seneca  river,  is  153 
miles  2^  chains. —  From  Seneca  river  to  Utici,  the; 
part  now  in  rapid  course  of  execution,  is  about  9  '> 
miles.  From  there  to  Albany,  97  inib.-s  27  chains- 
making  iu  the  whole  ^53  miles  97^  chains. 


Internal  Improvement. 

rnOM  THE   (COLUMBIA)     SOUTH  CAKOLt  VA  CAZETTK. 

Address  Of  A.  Blanding,  esq.  to  a  viei'tiug  at  Cwn. 
den,  on  the  15th  uUimo.  on  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement. 

There  is  no  state  in  the  union  whose  waters  are 
so  well  calculated  to  convey  all  its   produce  to  its 
own  commercial  capital  as  Soutii  Carolina.     AH  its 
streams  rise  in  its    interior  or  in  North    Carolina, 
and  passing  entirely   through  tiie  state,   discharge 
themselves  at  points  already  connected,  or  capibir. 
of  being    connected    with    Charleston,   by   inland 
commuiiicavioii,  and  these  streams  are  so  numerous 
and  run  so  uniformly  within  short  distances  of  each 
other,  that  more  than  two    thirds    of  the    market 
crops  of  the   state  are  raised  within  five  mites  of  a 
stream  capable  of  being  made  navigable;  while  the 
other   third  is  mostly   raised  within  ten  mi'ps   of 
such  stream.     I  wish  to  impress  tbe  convict  im  of 
these  facts  on  the  minds  of  those  wlio  hear  mc;  for 
on  this  conviction  will  in  some  measure  depend  the 
zeal  which  will  be  felt  for  tlie  improvement  of  our 
inland    navigation.     And  surely  when  these   facts 
are  generally  understood,  there  will  be  wanted  no 
other  stimulus  to  exertion  in  thi-i  important  under- 
taking; for  with  these  advantages  presented  to  our 
vie>.v,  who  will  still  dare  to  recommend  a  continu- 
ance in  our  old  practice  of  conveying,  by  land  car- 
riage, crops  to  markets  at  a  distance  of  one  or  two 
hundred   miles,  which  crops,  it  is  evident,  can  be 
conveyed  in  less  than  one  day,  from  the    reaiotest 
point  of  their  production,  to  the  place  wiure  they 
can  be  received  in  boats;  who  will  dare  to  tell  the 
inhabitants  of  the  upper  country,  your  wa,;g')n  shall 
be  your  only  mode  of  transportuiion  of  those  crops 
which  are  raised  on   the  very  bank  of  a  navigable 
stream,   which  pours  its  waters  into  ihe  ve;y  nur- 
ktt  they  are   seeking.  Yet  he  who  is  not  disposed 
to  put  forth  the  whole  resources  of  the  state  i;i  re- 
m  Aingthe  obstructions  which  now  oUoik    up  our 
rivers,  holds  this  very  language. 
I  shall  attempt  to  sliew  Ihes-  facts. 
1st.  That  all  the   rivers  of  tiie  state  ave  cap:d>le 
of  being  made  navigable  at  an  expense  cieariy  vviiii- 
\i\  the  means  of  the  state. 

2d.  That  they  are  c^palde  of  bfirg  cyt;ii?rt.d  I)y 
Inland  communicalioi^  with  (lliarleston,  our  coi;;- 
mercial  capital. 

«d.  That  when  made  navigable,  near!}'  all  vite 
produce  of  the  state  may  be  conveyed  to  mirkei. 
with  the  expense  of  less  than  ten  mile--  land  car- 
riage, from  the  spot   where  it  u  raised,  cvud  two.' 
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-thirds  of  it  by  a  land  carriage  of  less  thau  five 
tniles, 

1st,  Are  the  resources  of  the  state  adequate  to 
jtnake  navigable  all  our  river??  with  the  exceplion 
of  the  Wateree,  above  Graves'  shoals,  eight  miles 
frona  Camden,  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers,  above  Co 
lumbja,  and  their  tributary  streitms,  above  those 
points,  and  tiie  head  waters  of  the  Savannah,  eve- 
ry river  in  the  state  is  free  from  natural  obstruc- 
tions. There  is  nothings  to  be  i-emoved  but  the 
?ogs  which  have  fallen  inU  them,  and  there  re- 
aiainir.g'  have  impeded  the  navigation,  or  raised 
bars  of  sand,  which  have  done  so.  Can  anyone 
doubt  that  all  these  artificial  obstructions  will  yield 
to  tlse  use  of  means  within  tlie  reach  of  the  state; 
»nd  that  the  cm  rent  may  be  restored  to  its  former 
uninterrupted  gentle  course?  But  the  excepted 
Streams  :ire  more  difiicult:  and  to  ihese  more  par- 
ticular enquiries  muel  be  directed. 

What  are  the  obstacles  to  the  navigation  of  the 
"Wateree  at  and  above  the  first  falls?  At  Graves' 
phoMls  there  is  a  fall  of  eight  feet  in  two  hundred 
vards;  at  Loves,  21  feet  in  1600  yards;  at  Jones'  7 . 
feet;  at  I'lckets  7  feet:  and  when  these  are  sur 
inoun'ed,  a  boat  remches  Rocky  Mount,  40  miles 
&bove  Camden.  Here  there  is  an  ascentof  90  feet 
in  three  miles:  and  above,  at  Landsford,  18  feet  in 
less  than  one  mile;  all  these  difficulties  being  over- 
come, the  navigation  is  extended  to  the  North  Ca- 
yolina  line;  whence  boats  may  ascend  to  Morgan- 
town,  the  nearest  navigable  point  in  the  soulliern 
section  of  the  union  to  the  western  states. 

The  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers  are  blocked  up  by 
falls  below  their  junction  at  Columbia.  Saluda,  for 
30  miles  above  h'ls  shoals,  none  of  which  have  a  fall 
of  more  than  14  feet,  generally  much  less.  And 
when  these  are  surmounted,  boats  may  pass  to  the 
lower  part  of  Greenville  district,  nmety  or  one 
hundred  miles  above  Columbia.  Broad  river  has 
fewer  obstructions  than  the  two  last,  and  its  navi- 
gable waters  extend  some  distance  into  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  approach  near  to  the  western  waters. 

Already,    Pendleton  district  feels  the  happy  in- 
'     fluence  ot  the  navigable  streams  that  feed  the  Sa 
vannahj  and  this  influence  is  capable  of  being  still 
farther  extended, 

|t  may  be  difficult  to  calculate  what  it  may  cost 
to  do  all  these  rivers  require.  And  while  these  es- 
timates are  making  by  the  valuable  officer  that  fills 
the  department  of  civil  engineer,  it  would  not  be 
well  to  make  an  under  estimate,  which  may  cause 
disappointment,  when  the  true  results  are  known. 
Put  without  pretension  to  great  accuracy,  enough 
jnay  be  said  to  prove  iny  position.  If  the  following 
statement  is  too  low,  additional  time  cnlj  will  be 
yequired  to  produce  the  same  result. 

The  usual  estimate  of  a  lock,  rising   ten  feet,  \s 
§5,000, '  And  it  may  be  supposed,  that  on  an  ave- 
-     rage  an  equal  sum  may  be  required  to  excavate  the 
^anal  which  leads  to  it. 

Then,  on  the  Wateree,  there  may  be  required— 

At  Graves'  1  lock S^O.OOU 

At  l^oves'  2  do.  -  .  -  -  ■  20,000 
Ai  J"f"?s'  1  do.  ,        ,         ,         .         ,     10,000 

At  Pickets'  1  do,  -  -  -  .  .  10,000 
At  Rocky  Mount,  9  do^  -  ♦  -  -  90,000 
At  Lnndsford,  2  do.  -  -  -  -  20,000 
At  Columbia,  below  the  junction  qfthe  Broad 

and  Saluda  rivers,  3  locks  -  -  •  30,000 
On  Salud^,  8  locks  ....         80,000 

On  Broad  river,  6  do.  -  -  -  -  60,000 
J'op  the  tributary  streams  of  Savannah  -  50,000 
lor  the  tributary  sti-eams  of  Broad  river  -  50,000 
j^QfiUl  the  J  ivev5  below  the  falls  -       »     100,000 


Canal  appropriations. 
To  the  Winyaw  and  Wando  Canal     -         -     40,000 
An  equal  sum  to  be  appropriated  for  Edisto 
and  Ashley 40.000 

600,000 

Thus  I  think  it  maybe  fairly  calculated  that  an 
annual  appropriation  of  ^100,000  would  in  6  years 
give  to  the  internal  navigation  of  this  state  all  the 
fticilities  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  and  §90,000 
have  already  been  appronriated. 

Is  t!iis  within  the  onlinury  means  of  the  state? 
Who  can  doubt  it,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the 
profits  of  the  bank  of  the  state,  the  last  year,  nearly 
equalled  this  sum,  and  will  no  doubt  exceed  it  the 
ne::i  year,  when  all  its  branches  will  be  in  opera- 
tion? How  can  such  profits  be  better  expended? 

2(1.  I3  it  true  that  such  are  the  courses  and  extent 
of  our  streams,  that  they  ai-e  all  capable  of  being 
connected  by  inland  communication  with  Charles- 
ton? Already  the  waters  of  the  Santee,  VV^ateree, 
Congaree,  Broad  and  Saluda,  are  connected  with 
th«!t  point  by  the  Santee  canal;  the  Winyaw  and 
Wando  canal,  now  in  actual  progress,  when  com- 
pleted, will  receive  boiris  from  all  these  streams, 
and  those  which  navigate  the  VVuccamaw,  Big  Pe- 
dee,  Little  Pedee,  Black  Creek,  Lynches  Crerk, 
Black  river,  and  Sampit.  The  Edlsto  now  cotrimu- 
nicates  witii  Charleston,  by  an  inland  passage  but 
little  exposed.  The  contemplated  canal  from  that 
river  to  the  Ashley  will  make  the  communicnUon 
direct  and  safe.  The  Savaniuh,  ajjd  the  streams 
east  of  it,  have  an  inland  passage  to  Charleston  be- 
tween the  islands  ai\d  the  main,  and  already  a 
sieam  boat  plies  betwee.T  them.  Thus,  while  u)Ost 
of  tlie  stales  in  tiie  union  labor  under  this  disad- 
vantage,  tliat  thei-  streams  take  a  coarse  which  di- 
verts their  agricultural  products  from  their  ow.t  to 
other  markets,  and  renders  a  resort  to  extensive 
canals  and  expensive  turnpikes  necessary  to  ct,dn- 
teract  this  unfavorable  course  of  trade.  South  Caro- 
lina finds  nature  hiding  her  in  every  corner  of  the 
state,  and  only  requires  small  exertions  to  connect 
the  whole  of  her  own  and  apart  of  the  agricalt.ure 
of  her  sister  states  with  her  own  commerce.  Ao 
union,  which  if  duly  ]>romoted  and  protected,  must 
be  attended  with  the  happiest  results.  Indeed  it 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  to  a  state  all  the 
commerci;d  and  agricultural  advantages  which  its 
soil  and  industry  is  susceptible  of 

3d.  Are  two-thirds  of  all  the  market  products 
of  the  state  raised  within  five  miles,  and  most  of 
the  other  third  within  ten  miles  of  a  navigable 
stream?  It  will  be  recollected  that  in  most  parts  of 
the  state,  fertility  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  our  water  courses.  Our  great  agricul- 
tural interests  are  there  seated.  In  some  parts  of 
the  state  it  is  otherwise,  but  the  exceptions  are  li- 
mited.  It  will  be  also  recollected,  that  our  streams 
run  nearly  parallel  to  each  other  from  the  moun- 
tains to  near  the  seaboard,  as  they  approach  it,  all 
bending  towards  the  same  point.  That  traversing 
the  country  in  a  line  with  the  ocean,  you  meet  navi» 
gable  streams  at  every  thirty  miles,  and  generally 
much  nearer,  'l  he  resul*  of  tl;ese  facts  cannot  be 
mistaken.  But  that  there  may  be  bo  doubt  lefi  on 
the  subject,  permit  me  to  present  a  nearer  view  of 
it.  Lei  me  descend  to  an  examination  of  each  par- 
ticular district.  U  may  have  the  eifect  of  reconcil- 
ing all  to  the  expense  of  an  improvement,^in  which 
all  will  feel  an  immediate  interest. 

Jieuvjort  has  Savannah  river  und  the  seabo.'ird  on 
two  sides,  and  is  pierced  by  several  luivi^aWa 
stiesins  iioU  iuiets  in  thu  cenU-c. 
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Colleton  has  the  EdisM  through  its  whole  length, 
and  Comoaliee  on  its  south  west 

Churkston—w'wh  the  Ashley,  Cooper,  Wando  and 
Santee,  passing  in  every  direction  through  and 
around  it,  and  covered  on  one  side  by  the  sea  and 
its  numerour  inlets,  has  A\  the  facilities  of  com- 
uiunication  that  water  can  give.  _ 

Georgetown,  with  Winyaw  bay  in  its  centre,  is  di- 
vided into  sooall  sections  by  Sampit,  Black  river, 
Black  Mingo,  Pedee,  and  Waccamaw,  which  pour 
their  waters  into  this  bay— and  it  is  washed  on  its 
eastern  side  by  tiie  ocean,  and  on  the  south  side  by 
the  Santee. 

Wiiliamaburgh  is  bounded  on  the  north  east  by 
Peedee  and  Lynch e's  creek,  and  on  the  south  by 
San.ee,  and  is  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by 
Black  river. 

Marion  is  composed  of  the  two  points  of  land, 
which  are  formed  liy  Little  Pedee  on  the  east,  Big 
Pedee  in  the  middle,  and  Lynche's  creek,  each 
on  the  south  west. 

Horry  lias  the  ocean,  Waccamaw,  and  Little  Pe- 
*dee,  washing  two  of  its  sides  and  its  centre. 

JMavlborough  has  Psdee  the  whole  length  of  its 
Vesteni  limit. 

Darlington  is  washed  by  the  Pedee  the  whole  of 
its  western,  and  by  Lynche's  creek  the  whole  ofits 
eastern  boundary,  and  Black  creek  piisses  entirely 
through  it. 

Chesterfield  has  Lynche's  creek  on  the  west,  Pe 
dee  on  the  east,  and  Black  creek  extends  up  to  its 
t  iiitiiern  line. 

Su7n:er  is  almost  encircled  by  the  Wateree,  the 
Saniee  and  Lynche's  creek,  and  Bhick  River,  pene- 
trates its  sould  eastern  section. 

Kershaiv,  Lynche's  creek  washes  its  whole  eas- 
tern side,  and  the  Wateree  passes  tiirough  iis  wes- 
tern part  in  its  greatest  length. 

Lancaster,  has  t!ie  Catawba  on  its  whole  western 
boundary,  and  its  eastern  limb  touches  the  naviga 
ble  v'uters  of  Lynche's  creek. 

BichlundhHS  t!u*ee  sides  covered  by  the  Wateree, 
Congaree  aad  Broad  vivers. 

Fairfield,  Chester  and  Vorh,  are  each  bounded 
on  the  west  by  Urond  river,  and  on  the  east  by  the 
Catawba. 

Orangebnrgh  has  the  Santee  and  Congaree  on  its 
nortti  east  line,  and  Edisto  passes  through  its  wes- 
tern side. 

Lexington  has  the  Congaree  and  Broad  river  for 
its  boundary,  and  Saluda  passes  through  its  nor- 
thern limit. 

JVe-wberry.  Tiie  Saluda  washes  its  western  and 
Broad  river  its  eastern  side. 

Union  and  Spartanburg,  are  both  bounded  on 
the  east  by  Broad  river,  and  they  have  the  Pacolet, 
the  Tyger,  and  Enoree,  passing  through  them. 

Laurens  has  Saluda  river  bounding  iis  whole  ex- 
tent on  the  south  west,  and  Enoree  on  the  north 
east. 

Pendleton,  Savannah  and  Tugoloo  are  its  south 
western  boundary,  and  the  Keowee  reaches  near 
the  centre  of  this  district. 

Greenville.  This  district  partakes  less  of  the  ad' 
vantages  of  inland  navigation  than  any  district  of 
the  state,  but  it  is  believed  that  Saluda  has  naviga- 
ble waters  above  its  southern  boundary. 

Barmaell  has  tlie  Savannah  on  its  whole  south 
west  side,  whilst  Edisto  passes  on  its  east. 

Edgejield.  The  navigation  of  Edisto  may  be  ex- 
tended to  tlie  southern  line  of  this  district,  and  it 
has  Saluda  on  its  north  east,  and  Savannah  oy  its 
§GutJ>  west. 


Abbeville  is  washed  its  whole  length  by  the  Sa- 
vannah on  its  south  west,  and  Saluda  on  its  noriti 
east. 

Thus,  when  it  is  recollected,  that  the  distriCfS 
of  the  state  are  from  25  to  40  miles  square,  and 
that  generally  their  longest  lines  are  on  our  rivers, 
it  will  not  be  doubted,  tliatmy  position  is  proved^ 
And  I  may  here  add,  that  scarcely  '^he  prnluc-  of 
a-v  acre  of  land  in  the  slate,  need  lo  depend  on  land 
carriage  for  twenty  miles  of  its  transpoitatioa  to 
market. 

And  how  have  all  these  advantages  of  nature 
been  improved?  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to 
say,  that  less  has  been  done  witli  us,  thun  in  any 
state  in  the  union.  We  h»ve  followed  with  tardy 
steps,  the  progress  of  our  neighbors.  We  see 
NortU  Carolina  tracing  turnpikes  from  the  moun- 
tains tokvards  the  sea  board,  to  entice  to  her  coni- 
mercial  towns  the  very  products  which  are  raised 
on  the  baidcs  of  our  rivers,  now  left  in  a  stale  too 
obstructed,  to  convey  those  products  to  markets, 
situated  at  their  mouths.  We  see  the  towns  of 
Georgia,  taking  the  whole  produce  of  the  wesiern 
parts  of  our  state,  which  grow  on  the  maigi  ■  of  the 
Saluda,  a  stream  that  leads  direct  into  our  ca^.jtal, 
while  we  have  scarcely  made  an  exertion  to  re- 
move the  rocks  wliich  close  it  to  our  navigation. 
Are  we  regardless  of  the  facts,  and  indifi>rent  to 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  state,  which  can 
be  supported  only  by  giving  it  a  due  share  in  the 
agricultural  products  of  our  soil?  TIjch  let  us,  at 
least,  look  to  the  cheap  tri^nsportation  to  the  c6rr. 
sumerof  the  necessaries  of  life. 

But  here  we  see  the  very  bread  which  feeds  out 
inland  towns,  transported  from  the  banks  of  thw 
Catawba,  the  Saluda,  and  Broad  rivers,  and  pass, 
ing  in  waggons  over  hilly,  rough  and  almost  im- 
passable  roads,  r.ach  the  banks  of  the  same  rivera 
again,  at  the  extravagant  prices  which  this  mod© 
of  carriage  always  imposes.  Even  the  dotton, 
which  grows  on  the  river  low  grounds  of  the  uppe» 
country,  finds  a  market  in  Charleston,  (where  the 
waters  that  fed  it  empty,)  by  a  land  carriage  of  ber- 
tween  one  and  two  hundred  miles. 

Whence  has  all  this  indifference  to  internal  im- 
provements arisen?  Why,  until  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  has  no  systematic  course  been  taken 
to  improve  our  inland  navigation?  I  will  enumerate 
some  of  the  causes.  The  charters,  granted  shortly 
after  the  revolution,  have  been  a  serious  impedi- 
ment. The  Santee,  with  the  Cooper,  the  Edisto 
with  the  Ashley,  were  to  be  connected  by  canals, 
to  be  constructed  by  companies — Tliis  v.as  correctj 
one  company  has  succeeded,  and  the  state  ought  to 
aid  the  other  to  success.  But  the  Wateree  and 
Catawba,  the  Broad  and  Saluda,  where  the  natural 
currents  alone  were  to  be  cleared,  were  covered  by 
charters,  without  limit,  as  to  the  time  of  comple- 
tion. These  companies,  for  thirty  yeui-s,  have  dons 
nothing  but  prevent  others  from  removing  the  very 
ohstructions,  which  it  was  the  end  of  their  being 
to  have  removed.  Happy  for  the  state  these  char- 
ters are  now  sun-endered. 

In  those  parts  of  the  state  where  companies  were 
thought  unnecessary,  other  causes  of  delay  have 
operated.  These  streams  not  being  wholly  oh- 
structed,  the  inducement  to  render  tiiem  safe,  and 
always  accessible,  became  less  strong.  That  they 
might  be  used  at  all  seem  to  satisfy  our  indolence. 
What  attempts  were  made,  were  without  adequate 
means,  or  concert  or  system.  Thus  we  have  seen 
considerable  money  expended  on  the  upper  part, 
of  a  stream,  by  one  set  «fcommiss:onerb,  while  the 
lower  part  retained  all  its  logs  aad  sand  bars.  The 
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experience  gained  on  one  river  was  not  transferred 
to  another,  and  the  same  wai»t  of  knowledge,  which 
attended  the  first,  characterised  each  succeeding 
effort.  Cnnsi'lerahle  expenditure,  attended  by  no 
practical  good,  at  length  led  to  the  opinion  that  the 
difficulties  of  our  navigation  were  insurmountable. 
Tt  may  be  thought  useless  to  name  those  causes 
ef  failure,  since  the  legislature  of  the  last  year  has 
remedied  them  by  the  adoption  of  a  system,  wita  a 
proper  direction,  and  considerable  funds.  They 
are  called  to  your  attention,  to  shew  that  the  causes 
•bf  past  failure  are  attributable,  not  to  the  imprac- 
ticability of  the  thing,  but  to  the  former  plans  of 
operation — to  shew  that  the  leading  embarrass- 
ments in  the  way  of  an  inland  navigation,  as  exten 
sive  as  our  streams,  are  now  removed. 

But  still  there  are  diflicidties.     Some  arise  from 
the  imperfection   incident  to  every   new  system, 
which  expe.'-ience  will  present  to  future  legislatures 
to  correct.     Others  are  of  a  nature  to  find  a  cor- 
rective only   in  the   public  spirit  of  our  citizens. 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  progress  of 
that  public  undertaking,  which    meets  with   the 
sealous  encouragement  of  the  coramuni'y,  and  that 
which  has  to  encounter  its  indifference,  almost  as 
fatal  as  its  opposition.     And  it  will  be  found  that 
there  are  circumstances,  which  render  this  in  our 
state,  at  the  present  time,    mostistriki>gly  true. 
The  money  necessary  to  commence  the  work,  and 
the  intelligence  to  direct  it,  have  been  provided  by 
the  legislature  of  the  hist  year.     But  tlie  profits  of 
agriculture  are  so  great,  that  labor  is  hardly  to  be 
procured  at  any  price.     The  civil  engineer  must 
appeal  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  planters  on  our 
rivers,  rather  than  their  interest,  to  obtain  laborers. 
To  them  he  must  look  for  much  of  the  neeessary 
information,  which  unaided  individual  exertion  can 
with  difficulty  obtsin.     in  fact,  on  the  zealous  co- 
operation of  our  citizens,  the  speedy  success  of  the 
plan  depends.     Whether   the  work   shiU  drag  on 
with  lardy  progress,  until  the  belief  is  again  raised, 
that  all  attempts  are  vain,  or  whether  it  shall  pro- 
ceed with   that  celerity,  which  will  inspire   confi- 
dence of  its  ultimate  and   rapid  completion,  is  to 
he  detei'mined,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  public 
spirit   which  sliall  be  engaged  in  its  favor.     It  has 
been  the  object  of  this  address,  to  present  the  mo- 
tives which   shall   engage  this   public  spirit,  this 
zealous  CO  operutlon.     And  now  let  me  call  your 
attention  to  that  river,  wliere  your  exertions  are 
Wanted.     Although   no  provision  is   made  for  this 
river,  beyond   the   unexpended  appropriations   of 
1805,  amounting  to  gl600,  and  so  much   of  the 
general  funds  as  may  be  required  for  completing  a 
Bur\'ey  of  it,  yet  those  may  be  usefully  employed, 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  ascer- 
taining the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obstructions  to 
be  removed.     This  once  ascertained,  and  reported 
by  the  civil  engineer,  and  the  fact  being  establish- 
ed, that  labor  can  be  obtained,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  next  legislature  will  direct  the  necessary 
funds  to  be  applied  here.     To  enable   that  officer 
to  make  the  necessary  examiiialion,  and  complete 
a  full  report  by  December,  your  aid  is   absolutely 
necessary.     I  suggest  the  following   plan.     Let  a 
comnutiee  be  appointed,  who  shall  correspond  with 
the  engiueer — ^ludl  point  out  the  means  of  effect- 
ing a  full  survey  of  the  river  in  October  and  No- 
vember— siiull  ascertain  the  amount  of  labor,  that 
may  be  dependeii  on,  the  next  season,  and  the  prac- 
ticability of  making  contracts  with  planters  to  clear 
the  river  in  their  immediate  neighborhood;  and  of 
cuLting  across   the  neck  at  the  raft,   and  tliereby 


navigation  of  the  Waterec:  and  finally,  who  shall, 
answer  any  demand  the  civil  engineer  shall  make 
on  their  intelligence  and  public  spirit.  Let  a  peti- 
tion be  prepared  to  be  presented  with  this  report 
to  the  legislature,  soliciting  the  directing  of  ade- 
quate funds  to  this  river,  and  place  it  iu  the  hands 
of  a  representation  who  understand  the  interest  of 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  can  present  it  with  its 
full  force. 

I  call  your  attention  but  to  one  other  subjec*. 
This  river  is  believed  to  possess  depth  of  water  and 
expanse  of  stream  suflicient  for  steam  boat  naviga- 
tion. Should  this  be  found  to  be  the  case,  1  need 
not  name  its  advantages.  I  will  only  observe  that 
it  acts  like  magic  in  every  country  where  its  inflvi- 
ence  is  felt.  In  a  commercial  point  of  view,  it 
almost  annihilates  space  by  bringing  the  farm  and 
the  store  house  almost  in  contiguity.  The  possi- 
bility that  it  may  succeed  on  this  river,  ought  to 
stimulate  the  enquiry  as  to  its  practicability.  To 
ascertain  this  fact,  it  will  be  well  to  make  it  the 
interest  of  those,  who  attempt  the  enquiry,  to  pur- 
sue it  with  zeal.  A  company  formed  for  that  pur- 
pose, having  in  view,  in  the  first  place,  the  practi- 
cability of  the  plan,  and  ultimately  its  completion, 
if  practicable  should  be  immediately  formed.  Its 
succe*is  will  no  doubt  be  Dtomoled  by  dividing 
the  stock  between  Camden,  Siateburg  ahd  Charles- 
ton. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLASU    8cc. 

A  TiOndon  paper  says  the  business  of  the  con- 
gress of  allied  sovereigns,  at  their  September  meet- 
ing, will  include  the  affair  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States.  The  London  editors  ought  to 
know  that  America  does  not  want  the  aid  of  fo- 
reign sovereigns  in  the  adjustment  of  disputes  witk 
Spain. 

The  queen  of  England,  by  the  very  latest  ac- 
counts at  New  York,  was  said,  according  to  the 
court  bulletins,  to  be  in  bad  health.  His  majesty 
was  not  mad  but  entertained  "erroneous  views  of 
things." 

A  commission  has  lately  been  in  session  in  Eng- 
land, to  devise  means  to  prevent  the  forgery  of  bank 
notes. 

Gas  tubes,  to  the  amount  of  65  miles  in  length, 
are  fixing  in  London,  for  tlie  conveyance  of  gas  to 
light  the  city;  though  but  a  very  small  part  of  that 
metropolis  is  yet  lighted. 

Onions,  of  moderate  size,  have  sold  this  season 
in  the  London  market,  at  two  pence  a  piece! — The 
dry  weather  having  been  unfavorable  to  their 
growth. 

Cast  iron  churches  are  now  recommended  by  Eng- 
lish writers,  as  preferable  to  those  of  stone,  in  point 
of  cheapness  and  elegance. 

Corn  market,  August  31. — Wheat,  English,  new 
80  to  90s:  do.  old  76  to  82s;  do.  foreign,  76  to  86; 
fine  flour  70  to  75s  per  quarter. 

Stocks  Sept.  L— Consols  78  1-2  3-4  1-3;  3  per 
cent.  red.  74  1-4, 1-8,  74;  omnium,  dis.  5,  5-8  7-8. 

French  funds,  Aug,  27 — Five  per  cent.  69f.  3  c. 
bank  stock  1617f  30c. 

Increasing  depravity. — In  the  year  1813,  there 
were  123  boys,  of  17  and  under,  confined  in  New- 
gate prison,  London; — 247  in  1816 — and  356  tn 
1817. 

FHANCE. 


A  public  procession  had  taken  place  at  Paris,  on 

^ .._   ,   _,    account  of  the  long  continued  drought,  and  solemn 

avoiding  that  most  formidable  impediment  to  the!  pi-ayers  for  rain  have  bten  offered  up— [but  it  was 
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feared  they  would  not  be  answered  until 
changed. 

SPAIW  AND     PORTUGAL. 

The  Austrian  and  Portiigtiese  ambassadors  had 
a  long  conferrence  with'  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, afiev  which  they  proceeded  to  the  Eng- 
lish ambassadors,  where  another  conferrence  was 
held.  It  was  tJiought  these  interviews  rehited  to 
the  question  of  Monte  Video,  and  that  Austria  had 
proposed  to  mediate. 

GKUl(rANT. 

The  population  of  Germany,  including  all  the 
confederated  states  of  that  empire,  is  estimated  at 
SO.OBS,803  souls 

The  emperor  Francis  is  said  to  be  greatly  attach- 
ed to  his  daughter  Muria  Louijia,  but  policy  re- 
quires emperors  to  elevate  themselves  above  the 
common  vulgar  afi'ections  of  humanity.. 

PIIUSSIA. 

The  king  of  Prussia  has  refused  the  long  promis 
ed  free  constitution  to  his   devoted  subjects— not 
wishing  to  trouble   them    with  ascertaining  how 
much  of  either  uxes  or  blood  it  may  be  convenient 
tor  them  to  minister  unto  hisambiiion  or  caprices. 

SWKUEN. 

A  Stockholm  article  of  the  7th  of  Aug.  says 
— "The  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
tween this  court  and  that  of  the  United  States  has 
been  received." 

r.AS7'ISDIF.S. 

Accounts  have  been  received  in  London  from 
Ceylon,  via,  Madi'as,  stating  that  "geuei'al  Brown- 
ing, commander  of  the  British  fjrces  in  Ceylon, 
with  the  whole  of  his  st^fF,  was  surrounded  in  a 
mud  fort  in  the  interior,  by  the  Candians,  and  all 
communlcatioii  cut  off.  A  detachment  of  the  83'1 
regiment  had  beeu  cut  to  pieces.  H.  M.  ship  Min- 
den  had  arrived  at  Madras  from  Ceylon,  to  take  on 
board  troops  for  bis  relief. 

BIllTlSU  AMF.niCA. 

It  is  in  contemplation  in  Canada,  to  connect  the 
waters  of  lake  Oniarlo  with  those  of  lake  Erie,  by 
cutting  a  canal  from  the  bead  of  the  twelve  mile 
creek  to  the  Ch'ppewa  river.  Surveys  liave  been 
made,  and  the  plan  found  to  be  neither  difficult  or 
expensive. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Frovi  the  SpanishMnin — the  Norfolk  Herald  men- 
tions an  arrival  tlvere,  with  accounis,that  on  the  8tb 
Sept.  the  Patriots  were  besieging  Cumana,  with 
2000  men.  It  was  calculated  that  in  December 
the  inundations  in  that  country  will  have  subsided 
sufficiently  for  the  field  operations  to  commence. 
yh#  roy:\lists  were  said  to  be  sufficiently  supplied 
witli  provisions  and  military  stores,  but  both  scarce 
with  the  patriots. 


Fire—.K  most  destructive  fire  happened  in  Balti- 
more on  Ti'ursd'iy  the  22d  inst.  It  was  discovered 
in  one  end  of  the  old  tobacco  inspection  warehouse 
on  Philpot  and  Queen  streets,  Fells  Point.  Owing 
to  a  vei-y  strong  north  west  wind  at  the  time,  the 
confl«gration  soon  incressed  and  spread  vcy  ra- 
pidly to  the  east  and  soutli,  and  in  a  short  period 
the  whole  warehouse  wns  in  flames.  Adjoining 
the  inspection  bouse,  on  Queen  street,  two  frame 
dwellings,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Jas.  Morisow  and 
John  Robinson,  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  On 
Philpot  street,  on  the  north  side,  there  were  three 
frame  dwellings  and  a  blockmaker's  and  ship  join- 
er'* shop  burn*  to  the  ground,  together  with  the 
gre^iter  p;>rt  of  the  furniture  and  materials  in  the 
shops.  Mr.  Stephen  Gunby  occupied  one,  and 
Mrs,  Davis  the  other  of  f'iosedwellinf>s. 

The  great  heat  arising  from  the  burnig  houses 
extended  tiie  fire  to  the  opposite,  or  south  sic'e  of 
Philpot  street,  a'ld  burnt  three  brick  dwelling 
houses,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Samuei  Kennakd,  Jo- 
sF.i'u  Coleman,  and  Geoiire  Wagner.  Thesy  two 
lasi  are  pfc\diai-ly  unf irtunate,  as  the  two  shops 
above  mentiwned,  are  stated  to  hsve  belonged  to 
them.  The  loss  ar-d  damage  in  furniture,  lie.  ha» 
been  very  considerable,  owing  to  the  rfipid  spread- 
ing of  the  flnraes.  The  few  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
i::  the  warehouse  were  saved.  Six  of  the  franie  and 
vwn  of  ihe  brick  houses  belonged  to  Wm.  Patteh- 
suN,  esq. 

The  fire  is  said  to  have  originated  from  the  care- 
lessness of  a  b1sck  man. 

At  SnrdtngLi,  Springs,  the  great  Hotel,  called 
"Cur.LTessHall,"  was  lately  consumed  by  fire. 

The  viwderer  ofiuuj.  Birdtall  (Htmilton)  is  to  be 
executed  near  Albmy,  the  6lh  of  next  month,  iind 
his  body  delivered  to  the  surgeons. 

A  society  has  recently  been  instituted  at  Cincin' 
nati,  Oliio,  for  the  collection,  preservation,  exhibi- 
tion and  illustration  of  natural  and  artificial  curio- 
sities, particularly  those  of  the  western  country. 

A  letter,  writtai  in  Ohio,  asserts  that  an  oil  spring' 
has  lately  been  discovered  on  the  banks  of  Duck 
creek,  in  that  state.  It  affirms  that  the  spring  is 
in  the  form  of  a  well,  three  feet  in  diameter  at  the 
top,  42  feet  in  depth,  and  about  seven  feet  from 
the  edge  of  the  creek.  That  the  oil  bnils  out  con- 
continuall)',  about  six  barrels  a  week,  and  runs 
into  the  creek,  the  surface  of  which  is  covered  with 
the  oil  three  feet  in  depth,  below  which  the  Water 
is  salt. 

It  is  said  that  professor  Hare,  of  William  and 
Mary,  l»as  contrived  an  apparatus  for  burning  tar 
instead  of  oil,  to  light  cities,  manufactories.  Sec. 
wiU>  a  great  diirtinution  of  expense.     He  lias  ascer- 


CHRONICLE. 

Cachmllarler  D.  Colden,  esq.  the  present  mayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  is  UHmed  by  a  correspondent 
of  the  B.4ltimore  Patriot,  as  the  probable  successor 
of  Air.  Crowoinshield,  as  secretary  of  tiie  navy. 

The  heads  of  departments  are  all  at  the*.*  stations 
in  Wasliington,  except  of  the  navy  .d^jp^tmenl — 
vacated.  ■  fi^ 

TIlb  frigate  Congress,  as  stated  by  the  Norfolk 
Beacon,  is  fitting  out  at  tlie  navy  yard,  Go.sport, 
for  a  two  year's  cruise  in  the  East  ludia  seas.  Slie 
is  to  be  commandiid  by  capt.  John  D.  Henley,  and 
one  of  the  objects  of  lier  cruise  is  stated  to  be  that 
of  naval  exercise  and  improvement. 

The  great  canal,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  at  pre- 
sent employs  jOOU  men  and  2000  cattle. 


tained  that  three  pounds  of  tar,  burnt  in  this  ap- 
paratus, will  give  as  much  light  as  two  pounds  of 
oil  or  tallow,  burnt  in  the  usual  manner,  and  conse- 
quently, calculating  on  the  usu  il  prices  of  these 
articles,  and  the  entire  saving  of  wicks,  which  are 
not  required  for  the  burning  of  tar,  it  appears  that 
the  s»me  quantity  of  light  may  be  produced  in  this 
way  at  a  very  reduced  cost. 

Clerical  Licenses  were  given  to  six  young  men,  at 
the  late  session  of  the  Presbytery  in  Elizabethtown, 
N.  .1. 

A  Lake  Erie  steam  boot,  in  entering  the  harbor 
of  Erie,  Pa.  on  the  27tii  ult.  drew  under  her  wheel 
A  l)oat  from  a  public  vessel,  which  imprudently  at- 
tempted to  board  her  forward  of  her  works.  Il  is 
not  mentioned  that  any  lives  were  lost.  The  steam 
boat,  while  efforts  were  making  to  save  the  small 
boat  and  crew,  was  drifted  oji  the  bar,  where  shu 
remained  two  days. 
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Popular  Feeling,  we  are  told,  was  highly  wrought, 
at  Nevv  llKven,  at  the  ceremony  of  adopting  the 
new  constitution.  The  old  charter  of  king  Charles 
was  used  for  the  wad  of  the  last  cannon  tired;  and 
when  the  bells  had  ceased  ringing  their  joyful  peal, 
they  tolled  a  solemn  knell  for  the  departed  relic  of 
royalty. 

The  republican  ticket  in  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
New  Jersey,  has  succeeded  at  the  late  election, 
for  the  first  time  in  scverwl  years. 

The  -weather,  in  New  Orleans,  the  past  season, 
fiaS  been  less  oppressive  than  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

Frost  wss  observed  in  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia on  the  4th  inst.  and  it  v/as  feared  that  the  cot- 
ion  crops  had  suffered  by  it. 

The  mint.  A  writer  in  the  Boston  Gazette  re- 
commends a  greater  attention  to  the  coinage  of 
gold,  as  a  very  great  saving  of  labor  and  expense, 
at  the  mint. 

American  dollars  and  half  dollars,  it  is  said  by  a 
Boston  writer,  are  shipped  to  India,  as  well  ay  Spa- 
nish. 

Thatikspving  in  Pennsylvania. — Thursday,  the 
19i.h  of  next  month,  is  appointed  by  gov.  Findlay  as 
a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  throughout  that 
state. 

Seneca  marble. — It  is  stated  In  some  of  the  north- 
ern papers,  tliat  a  quarry  of  elegant  marble,  "beau- 
tifully variegated,  of  an  excellent  quality,  and 
proof  against  fire,  has  lately  been  discovered  on 
the  banks  of  the  Seneca  lake." 

J^arge  melon.  A  water-melon  was  raised  this  year 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Jacob  Miller,  about  one  mile 
from  this  city,  weighing  46  pounds,  and  mcusurifg 
in  length  four  feet  eight  and  an  half  inches,  and 
in  circumference  three  feet  two  and  an  half  inches. 

Lancaster,  Pa.  paper. 

There  is  now  growing-  on  the  farm  of  Robert  Ha- 
milton, esq.  in  Brandywine  Hundred,  New-Castle 
county,  Delaware,  a  stalk  of  corn,  measuring  as  it 
stands,  seventeen  and  a  half  feet  in  height.  The 
seed  was  brougut  from  the  West  Indies.. 

Wilmington  paper. 
List  cj  steam-boats  trading  to  J^'ew  Orleaiis. 


Vesuvius 

JBtna 

Orleans 

"Washington 

Harriet 

Buffalo 

Kentucky 

Constitution 

Gov.  Shelby 


tons. 

tons. 

590 

Vesta 

203 

360 

Gen.  Jackson 

142 

324 

Cincinnati 

157 

403 

Ohio 

364 

154 

Louisiannais 

102 

249 

Napoleon 

315 

112 

George  Madison 

138 

112 

Franklin 

131 

106 

Total  number  of  tons 


3542 


Eagle,  lately  arrived — Pike,  sunk — Jas.  Monroe, 
sunk,  now  repairing. 

Commodore  Perry  and   captain  Heath. 

From  the  IVashington  City  Gazette  of  Oct.  17.  It 
is  reported  that  these  two  gentlemen  have  made 
an  arrangement  to  settle  their  differences  by  duel; 
the  meeting  to  take  place  somewhere  to  the  east- 
ward; a  certain  naval  officer  of  liigh  rank,  now  ab- 
sent from  the  city,  is  named  as  a  second  to  the  for- 
mer. Capt.  Heath,  who  generally  resides  here,  left 
the  city  a  few  days  ago;  and  com.  Perry,  who  late- 
ly arrived  here  from  Baltimore,  returned  in  the 
same  direction  the  very  next  morning.  These  move- 
ments,  and  some  other  circumstances  of  a  corro- 
borating nature,  seem  to  strengthen  the  conjecture. 

From  the  JVexu  York  A'lUionul  Advocate,  of  Oct. 
20. — The  unfortunate  dispute  between  the  above 


gentlemen  has  been  the  subject  of  various  com- 
ment, and  has  excited  considerable  interest 
throughout  the  union.  Commodore  Perry  conceiving 
that  an  atonement  was  necessary  far  having,  in  u 
moment  of  forgetfulness,  raised  his  hand  to  an  offi- 
cer holding  a  commission  under  the  government, 
afforded  capt.  Heath  the  satisfaction  he  required. 

The  meeting  took  place  yesterday,  on  the  Jersey 
shore,  v/hen  cum.  Perry  received  the  fire  of  capt. 
Heath,  without  injm-y — reserving  hia  fire,  and  re- 
fusing, at  the  same  time,  to  exercise  said  right; 
and  capt.  Heatli  satisfied  at  this  gallant  and  mag- 
nanimous atonement,  tlie  parties  tlms  honorably 
terminated  this  unpleasant  difference,  which,  we 
;rust,  will  hereafter  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

We  have  received  several  documents  relative  to 
the  transaction,  from  which  it  appears  that  com.  Per- 
ry has  conducted  himself  in  the  most  honorable  man- 
ner in  this  affair,  and  justified  nhe  ftvorable  opinion 
entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 


Debate  on  National  Improvement. 

MR.  clay's  SPEKCa.* 

Mr.  Clay  said,  tiiat  he  had  been  anxious  to  catch 
the  eye  of  the  cliairman  for  a  few  moments,  to  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  observations  which  had  faUen 
from  various  gentlemen.  He  was  aware  that,  in 
doing  this,  he  risked  the  loss  of  what  wa.s  of  the  ut- 
most value, — the  kind  favor  of  the  house,wearied  as 
its  patience  was  by  this  piolone;ed  debate.  But  when 
he  felt  what  a  deep  interest  the  imion  at  large,  and 
particularly  that  quarter  of  it  wlience  he  came, 
had  in  the  decision  of  the  present  question,  he 
could  not  omit  any  opportunity  of  enrnestly  urging 
upon  the  house  the  propriety  of  retaining  the  im- 
portant power  which  that  question  involved.  It 
will  be  recollected  said  Mr.  C.  that,  if  unfortunate- 
ly there  should  be  a  majority  both  agaiast  the  ab- 
stract proposition  asserting  that  power,  and  against 
its  practical  execution,  the  power  is  gone  forever 
— the  question  is  put  at  rest  so  long  as  the  consti- 
tution remains  as  it  is:  and  with  respect  to  any 
amendment,  in  this  particular,  he  confessed  he  ut- 
terly  despaired.  It  would  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  bill  which  passed  congress  on  this  subject,  at 
the  last  session,  had  been  rejected  by  the  late  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States;  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  the  president  had 
communicated  his  clear  opinion,  after  every  tffort 
to  come  to  a  different  conclusion,  that  congress 
did  not  possess  the  power  contended  for,  and  had 
called  upon  us  to  take  up  the  subject  in  the  shape 
of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution;  and.moreover, 
that  the  predecessor  of  the  present  and  late  presi- 
dents had  also  intimated  his  opinion  that  congress 
did  not  possess  the  power.  With  the  great  weight 
and  authority  of  the  opinions  of  these  distinguish- 
ed men  against  the  power,  and  with  the  fact,  so- 
lemnly entered  upon  tlie  record,  that  this  house, 
after  a  deliberate  review  of  the  ground  taken  by  it 
at  the  last  session,  had  decided  against  the  exis- 
tence of  it,  (if  such  fatally  should  be  the  decision) 
the  poWRr,  he  repeated,  was  gone — gone  forever.un- 
less  resfo'^bd  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
With  regard  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  such 
an  amendment,  he  thought  it  altogether  out  of  the 
question.  Two  different  descriptions  of  persons, 
entertaining  sentiments  directly  opposed,  would 
unite  and  defeat  such  an  amendment;  one  embrac- 
ing those  who  believed  that  the  constitution,  fair- 
ly interpreted,  already  conveys  the  pov.'er,  and,  the 
other,  those  who  think  that  congress  have  not,  and 
ought  not  to  have  it.    As  a  lur je  portion  qf  con- 
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^re-^s,  nnd  probably  a  majority,  believed  the  power 
already  to  exist,  it  must  be  evident,  if  he  were 
right  in  supposing  that  any  considerable  number  of 
that  m-^jority  would  vote  against  an  amendment 
which  they  did  not  believe  necessary,  that  any  at- 
tempt  to  "amend  would  fall.  Considering,  as  he 
did,  the  existence  of  the  power  as  of  the  first  im- 
portance, not  merely  to  the  preservation  of  the 
union  of  the  states,  paramount  as  that  considera- 
tion ever  should  be  over  all  others,  but  to  the 
prosperity  of  every  great  interest  of  the  country^ 
agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  it  becomes  us,  said  Mr.  C.  solemnly  and 
deliberately  and  anxiously  to  examine  the  consUtu 
tion,  and  not  to  surrender  it,  if  fairly  to  be  col- 
lected from  a  just  interpretation  of  that  instru- 
ment. 

With  regard  to  the  alarm  sought  to  be  created, 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  power,  by  bringing  up  the 
old  theme  of  "state  rights,"  he  would  observe,  that 
if  the  illustrious   persons,  just  referred   to,  were 
iagainst  us  in  the  construction  of  the  constitution, 
they  were  on  our  side  as  to  the  harmless  and  bene- 
ficial character  of  the  power.     For  it  was  not  to  be 
conceived,  that  each  of  them  would  have  recom- 
mended an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  if  they 
believed  thai   the  possession  of  such  a  power,  by 
the  general  government,   would    be  detrimental, 
much  less  dangerous/io  the  independence  and  liber- 
ties of  ihe  states.     What  real  ground   was  tliere 
for  this  alarm?  Gentlennen  had  not  condescended 
to  show  ho  .V  the  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the 
states  was  to  follow  from  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  internal  improvements  by  the  general  govern- 
ment.    We  contend  for  the  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals  to  distribute  the  intelligence,  force,  and 
productions  of  the  country  through  all  its  parts; 
and  for  such  jurisdiction  only  over  them  as  is  ne- 
cessary to  their  preservation  from  v/anton   injury 
and  froTi  gradual  decaj'.     Suppose  such  a  power  is 
maintained,  and  in  full  operation;  imagine  it  to  ex- 
tend to  svery  canal  made,  or  proposed  m  be  made, 
and  to  every  post  road,   how  inconsiderable  and 
insignificant  is   the  power  in   a  political  point  of 
view,  limited  as  it  is  with  regard  to  place  and  to 
purpose,  when  contrasted  with   the  great  mass  of 
powers  retained  by  the  state  sovereignties!     ^V!lal 
a  small  substraction  from  that  mass!     Even  upon 
those  roads  and  canals,  the  state  governments,  ac- 
cording to  our  principles,  would  still  exercise  ju- 
risdiction over  every  possible  case  ari.sing  upon 
them,  whether  of  crime  or  of  contract,  or  any  oiher 
human  transaction,  except  only  what  immediately 
affected  tlieir  existence  and  preservation.     Thus 
defined,  tiius  limited,   and  stript  of  all  factitious 
causes  of  alarm,  Mr.  C   would  appeal  to  the  dis- 
passionate candor  of  gentlemen,  to  say  if  the  power 
really  presented  any  thing  fiightful  in    it?     With 
respect  to  post  roads,  our  adversaries  admit  the 
right  of  way  in  the  general  government.    There 
had  been,  however,  on  this  question,  some  instan- 
ces of  conflict,  which  had  passed  away  without  any 
serious  difficulty.     Connecticut,    if  he   had  been 
rightly  informed,  had  disputed,  at  one  period,  the 
right  of  passage  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath.     The 
general  government  persisted  in  the   exercise  of 
the  right,  and  Connecticut  herself,  and  every  body 
else,  have  acquiesced  in  it. 

The^^entleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  H.  Nelson) 
has  contended,  Mr.  C  continued,  that  I  do  not  ad- 
here, in  the  principles  of  construction  which  I  ap- 
ply to  the  constitution,  to  the  republican  doctrines 
of  1798,  of  which  that  gentleman   would  have  us 


the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  celebrated 
state  paper  to  which  we  both  refer  for  OHr  princi- 
ples in  this  respect — a  paper  which,  although  T 
had  not  seen  it  for  sixteen  years,  until  the  gentle- 
man had  the  politeness  to  fumish  me  with  it  during 
this  debate,  made  such  an  impression  on  my  mind, 
that  I  shall  never  forget  the  satisfaction  with  which 
I  first  perused   it.     I  find  that  I  had   used,   with- 
out having    been   aware    of  it,   when    I  formerly 
addressed  the  committee,  almost  the  identical  lan- 
guage employed  by  Mr  Madison  in  that  paper.    It 
will  be  recollected,  that  I  claimed  no  right  to  ex- 
ercise any  power  under  the  constitution,  unless 
such  power  was  f  xpressly  granted,  or  necessary 
and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  some  granted  power, 
I  have  not  sought  to   derive  the  power  from  the 
clause  which  autliorises  congress  to  appropriate 
money.     I  have  been  contented  with  endeavoring 
to  shew,  that  according  to  the  doctrines  of  1798, 
that  according  to   the  most   rigid   interpretation 
which  any  one  will  put  upou  the  instrument,  it  is 
expressly  given  in   one  case,  and  fairly  deducible 
in  others.    [Here  Mr.  C.  read  sundry  passages  from 
Mr.  Madison's  report  to  the  "Virginia  legislature, 
in  an  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  several  states, 
concerning  the  alien  and   sedition  laws,   shewing 
that  there  were  no  powers  in  the  general  govern- 
ment but  what  were  granted,  and  that,  whenever  a 
power  was   claimed   to   be   exercised  by  it,  such 
power  must  be  shewn  to  be  granted,  or  to  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  one  of  tlte 
specified  pov/ers]     It  would  be  remarked,  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  reasoning  on   the 
constitution,  had  not  employed  the  language  fashi- 
onable during  this  debate;  he  had  not  said  thai  an 
implied  power  must  be  absolutely  necessa.Ty  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  specified  power,  to  which   it  is 
appurtenant,  to  enable  the  general  government  to 
exercise  it.     No!  Mr.  C.  said,  this  was   «  modem 
interpretation  of  the  constitution.      Mr.  Madison 
had  employed  thelanguage,of  the  instrument  itself, 
and  had  only  contended  that  the  implied  power 
must  be  necessary  and  pi^)per  to  carry  into  effect 
the  specified  power-     He    had  only  insisted  that 
when  congress  applied  its  sound  judgment  to  the 
constitution,   in    relation    to    implied    powers,   it 
should  be   clearly  seen  that  they  were  necessary 
and  proper  to   effectuate   the  specified  powers.—. 
These,  said  Mr.  C-  are  my  principles;  but  they  are 
not  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  hi 
friends  on  this  occasion.  They  contend  for  a  degree 
of  necessity  absolute  and  indispensable;  that  by 
no  possibility  could  the  power  be  otherwise  exe- 
cuted. 

That  there  are  two  classes  of  powers  in  the  ccn- 
stitution,  Mr.  C.  believed  never  to  have  been  con- 
troverted by  an  American  politician.  We  cannot 
foresee  and  provide  specifically  for  all  contingen- 
cies. Man  and  his  language  are  both  imperfect.-— 
Hence,  the  existence  of  construction,  and  of  con- 
structive powers.  Hence  also  the  rule  that  a  grant 
of  the  end  is  a  grant  of  the  means.  If  you  amend 
the  constitution  a  thousand  limes,  the  same  imf)er- 
fection  of  our  nature  and  our  language  will  attend 
our  new  works.  There  are  two  dangers  to  which 
we  are  exposed.  The  one  is,  that  the  general  go- 
vernment way  relapse  into  the  debility  which  ex- 
isted in  the  old  confederation,  and  finally  dissolve 
from  the  want  of  cohesion.  The  denial  to  it  of 
powers  plainly  conferred,  or  clearly  necessary  and 
proper  to  execute  the  conferred  powers,  may  pro- 
duce this  effect.  And,  I  think,  with  great  defer- 
ence to  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  this  is  the 


believe  iie  is  the  constant  drscip'.e.     I'-etme  call  (danger  to  which  ther?  principles  directly  tend. 


1^2    NILES'  REGISTER— OCTOBER  24, 1818~NATIONAL  IMPROVEMENT. 


The  o'her  dang'er  is,  that  of  consolidation  by  the 
asstimptioa  of  powars  not  granted  nor  incident  to 
fTant^d  powers,  or  the  assumption  of  powers  which 
have  been  withlield  or  exprei^sly  proliibited.  This 
was  the  dan.efer  of  the  period  of  1798-9.  For  in- 
stance—tliat  in  direct  contradiction  to  a  prohibito- 
ry clause  of  tlie  constitution,  a  sedition  act  was 
passed;  and  an  alien  law  was  also  passed,  in  equU 
violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  of  the  express  provi- 
sions of  the  constitutisn.  It  was  by  such  measures 
thattiis  federal  party,  (if  porties  might  be  named) 
throwing  ofTtUe  veil,  furnished  to  their  adversaries 
the  most  effeetual  ground  of  opposition.  If  they 
had  not  passed  those  acts,  he  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  the  current  of  power  wotxld  hwe 
continued  to  flow  in  the  same  channel;  and  the 
change  of  parlies  in  1801,  so  auspicious  to  the  best 
jnteres's  ofthis  country,  as  he  believed,  would  ne- 
ver have  occurred. 

Mr.  Clay  begged  the  committee — he  entreated 
the  true  friends  of  the  confederated  union  of  these 
states,  to  examine  this  doctrine  of  state  rights,  and 
see  to  what  abusive,  if  not  dangerous,  consequences 
it  may  lead,  to  what  extent  it  had  been  carried,  and 
how  it  had  varied  by  the  same  state  at  different 
times.  In  alluding  to  the  state  of  Massacliusetts, 
he  assured  the  gentlemen  from  that  state,  and  par- 
ticu'arly  the  honorable  chairoian  of  the  committee 
to  whom  the  clai.n  of  Msissachusetts  had  been  re- 
ferred, that  he  had  no  in  teat  ion  to  create  any  preju- 
dice against  that  claim.  He  hoped  that,  when  the 
subject  was  taken  up,  it  would  be  candidly  and  dis- 
passionately  considered, and  that  a  decision  would  be 
made  on  it  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  Union 
and  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  The  high  cha- 
racter, amiable  disposition,  and  urbanity  of  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts)  to  whom  he 
had  alluded,  would,  if  he  had  been  otherwise  inclin- 
ed, prevent  him  from  endeavoring  to  make  impres- 
sions uTif  ivorable  to  the  cliim  whose  justice  that^gen- 
1  lem.tD  stands  pledged  to  manifest.  But,  in  the  peri- 
od of  1798-9,  what  was  the  doctrine  promulgated 
by  Massachusetts?  I*  was,  that  the  states,  in  their 
sovereign  capacities,  had  no  right  to  examine  into 
the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  the  measures 
of  the  general  government.  [.Mr.C.  here  quoted 
several  passages  from  the  answer  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  re- 
solutions, concerning  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
to  prove  his  position.]  We  see  here  an  express 
disclaimer,  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts,  of  any 
right  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  or  expedi- 
ency of  the  acts  of  the  general  goveriiment.  But 
what  was  the  doctrine  which  the  same  state,  in 
1813,  thought  proper  to  proclaim  to  the  world,  and 
that  too  wiien  the  Union  was  menaced  on  all  sides? 
Siie  not  only  claimed,  but  exercised,  the  right  which 
in  1799,  silie  had  so  solemnly  disavowed.  She 
claimed  the  riglit  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
call  made,by  the  general  government,for  her  militia, 
and  she  refused  tlie  militia  called  for.  Tiiere  was 
so  much  plausibility  in  the  reasoning  employed  by 
that  state  in  support  of  her  modern  doctrine  of 
"state  rights,"  that,  were  it  not  for  the  unpopula- 
rity of  the  stand  slie  took  in  the  late  war,  or  liad  it 
been  in  other  times  and  under  other  circumstances, 
she  would  very  probably  have  escaped  a  great  pa-- 
tion  of  tiiat  odium  which  has  most  justly  fallen  to 
her  lot  The  constitution  gives  to  congress  power 
to  provide  for  calling  out  the  r.nilitia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  tlie  union,  to  suppress  insurrections  and  to 
repel  invasions,  and  in  no  other  cases.  The  militia 
was  called  out  by  tlie  general  government,  during 
the   lute    war,   to   repel  invasion.     iSlassachusetts 


Sf-id,  as  you  h  ive  no  righ»  to  the  militia  but  in  rer- 
tain  contingencies,  she  wis  competent  to  decide 
whetlier  those  continarencies  had  or  had  not  occur-- 
red.  Ard,  having  examined  the  fic<-,  what  thpri?— 
She  said  all  was  peace  ■■md  quietness  in  Mas'^nch-N 
seits,  no  non-pxemition  of  the  lnws — no  in'^urrection 
at  home — no  invasion  from  abroad,  nor  any  imme- 
diate danger  of  invasion.  And,  in  truth,  Mr.  C. 
said,  hs  believed  tliere  was  no  actual  invasion  for 
nearly  two  years  after  the  requisition.  Uader  these  ' 
circ'jmst»nces,  had  It  not  h^en  for  the  supposed 
motive  of  her  conduct,  he  askrd  if  the  case  w'tich 
Massachusetts  made  out  would  not  be  extremely 
plausible?  He  hoped  it  not  necessary  for  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  very  far  from  Isis  intention  to  con- 
vey any  thing  like  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
M»ssachusetts.  No!  his  doctrine  was,  that  the 
states,  as  states,  have  no  right  to  oppose  the  execu- 
tion of  the  powers  wliich  the  general  government 
asserts.  Any  s'ate  has  undoubtedly  the  right  to 
express  its  opinion,  in  the  form  of  resolution  or 
otherwise,  and  to  proceed,  by  constitutional  mean.s, 
to  redress  any  real  or  imaginary  grievance;  but  it 
has  no  right  to  withhold  irs  militrtrr  aid,  when  cal- 
led upon  by  the  higli  authorities  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, much  less  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  a 
law  regularly  passed.  To  suppose  the  existence  of 
such  an  alarming  right,  is  to  suppose,  if  not  dis- 
union itself,  such  a  state  of  disorder  and  confusion, 
as  must  inevitably  lead  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that,  greatly  as  he  venerated  the 
state  which  gave  him  birth,  and  much  as  he  re- 
spected the  judges  of  its  supreme  court,  several 
of  whom  wr-re  his  personal  friends,  he  was  obliged 
to  think  that  some  of  the  dicirines  which  that 
state  had  recently  held  concerning  state  riglits, 
were  fraught  with  much  danger.  Had  those  doc- 
trines been  asserted  during  the  late  war,  a  large 
share  of  the  public  disapprobation  which  has  been 
given  to  Massachusetts,  might  have  fallen  to  Vir- 
ginia. What  were  these  doctrines?  The  courts 
of  Virginia  have  asserted  that  they  have  a  right  to 
determine  on  the  constitutionality  of  any  law  or 
treaty  of  the  United  States,  and  to  expound  them 
according  to  ti»eir  own  views,  even  if  they  should 
vary  from  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  S'ates.  They  have  asserted  more — that 
from  their  decision  there  could  be  no  appeal  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  that  there 
exists  in  congress  no  power  to  frame  a  law,  oblig- 
ing the  court  of  the  state,  in  the  last  resort,  to  sub- 
mit its  decision  to  the  supervision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Uisited  States;  or  if  he  did  not  misun- 
derstand the  doctrine,  to  withdraw  from  the  state 
tribunals  controversies  involving  the  laws  of  United 
States,  and  to  place  them  before  the  federal  judi- 
ciary. I  am  a  friend,  said  Mr.  C.  a  true  friend,  to 
state  rights;  but  not  in  all  cases  as  they  are  assert- 
ed. The  states  have  their  appointed  orbit;  so  has  the 
union;  and  each  sUould  be  confined  within  its  fair, 
legitimate  and  constitutional  sphere.  We  should 
equally  avoid  that  subtle  process  of  argument 
wliich  dissipates  into  air  the  powers  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  that  spirit  of  encroachment  which  would 
snatch  from  the  states,  pov/crs  not  delegated  to 
the  general  government.  We  shall  thus  escape 
both  the  dangers  I  noticed— that  of  relapsing  into 
the  alarming  weakness  of  the  confederation,  which 
was  described  as  a  mere  rope  of  sand,  and  also 
that  other,  perhaps  not  the  greatest  danger,  conso- 
lidation. No  man  deprecates  more  than  I  do  the 
idea  of  consolidation;  yet,  between  separation  and 
consolidation,  painfid  as  would  be  the  alternative, 
he  v/ould  greatly  prefer  the  latter. 
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Mr*  Clav  would  now  proceerl  to  endeavor  to  dis- [  If,  then,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  and 
cover  the  real  difierence,  in  tlie  interpretation  of  i  himself  differed  so  little  in  tbeir  general  princi- 
the  const  tu'ion,  between  the  gentlemen  on  the  i  pies,  as  he  thought  he  had  shown,  he  would  pro- 
otlier  side  and  himself.     It  was   agreed  that  therej  ceed,  for  a  few  moments,  to  look  at  the  constitu- 


was  no  po  vpr  in  the  ffeneral  government  but  that 
which  is  expressly  gi-anted,  or  which  is   impliable 
from  an  express  grant.     The  difference  then  must 
be  i'l  the  application  of  this  rule.     The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  who  had  favored  the  house  with  so 
able  an  argtiment  on  the  subject,  had  conceded, 
tliongh  somewliat  reluctantly,  the  existence  of  in- 
cidental powers,  but  he  contended  that  they  must 
have  a  direct  and  necessary  relation  to  some  sped 
fied  power.     Granted.     BiC  who  is  lo  judge  of '.his 
rehition?     And  what  rule  can  you  pn-scribe  diiTer- 
ent  from  that  which  the  constitution  has  required, 
that  it  should  be  necessary  and  proper?     Wltatever 
may  be  the  rule,   in   whatever  language  you  may 
ciioose  to  express  it,  there  must  be  a  certsiii  de- 
gree of  discretion  left  to  the  agent  who  is  to  apply 
it.     But  gentlemen  are  alarmed  at  this  discretion; 
that  law  of  tyrants;   on   which  they  contend  there 
is  no   limitation.     It  should  be  observed,  in   the 
first  place,  that    the    gentlemen    are    necessarily 
brought,  by   the  very  course  of  reasoning  which 
they   themselves  employ,  by   all  the  rules  which 
they  would  lay  down  for  the  constitution,  to  cases 
where  discretion  must  exist.     But  is  there  no  limi- 
tation, no  security  against  the  abuse  of  1?     Yes, 
there  is  such  security  in  the  fact  of  our  beinj^mam- 
bers  of  the  same  society,  equally  affected  ourselves 
by  the  laws  we  promulgate.     There  is  the  further 
security  in  the  oath  which  is  taken  to  support  the 
constitution,  and  which  will  tend  to  restrain  con- 
gress from  deriving  powers  which  are  not  proper 
and  necessary.     Tliere  is  the  yet  further  security, 
that,  at  the  end  of  every  two  years,  the  members 
must  be  amenable  to  the  people  for  the  manner  in 
whicli  their  trust  has  been  performed.     And  there 
remains  also  that  furtiier,  though  awful  security, 
the  last  resort  of  society,  which  he  contended  be- 
longed alike  to  the  people  and  to  the  states  in  their 
sovereign   cap.acity,   to    be   exercised   in  extreme 
cases,  and  when   oppression   becomes  intolerable, 
the  riglit  of  resistance.    Take  the  gentleman's  own 
doctrine,  (Mr.  Barbour)  the  most  restricted  which 
bad  been  asserted,  and  what  other  securities  have 
we  against  the  abuse  of  power,  than  those  which  I 
have  enumerated?     Say  that    tliere  must  be  an  ab- 
solute necessity  to  justify  tlie  exercise  of  an  impli- 
,.«d  power,  who  is  to  defme  that  absolute  necessity, 
Vand  then  to  apply  it?     AVho  is  to  be   the  judge? 
.,  AVliere   is   the   security  against   transcending  that 
'limit?     The  rule   the  gentleman   contends   for  has 
'  fio  greater  security  tiian  that  insisted   upon   by  us. 
'It  equally  leads  to  the   same  discretion,  a   sound 
discretion,  exercised  under   all   the  responsibility 
of  a  solemn  oath,  of  a  regard  to  our  fair  f^me,  of  a 
knowledge  that  we  are  ourselves  the  subjects  of 
'those  laws  which  we  piss,  and  lastly,  of  the  right  of 
resisting    insupportable  tyranny.     And,   by  way  of 
illustration,  Mr.  C.   said,  thai,  if  the  sedition  act 
bad  not  been  condemned  by  the  indignant  voice  of 
the  community,  tlie  right  of  resistance  would  have 
accrued.     If  congress  assumed   the  power  to  con- 
trol the  right  of  speech,  and  to  assail,   by   penul 
,  Statutes,  that  greatest  of  all  the  bulwarks  of  liberty, 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  there  were  no  oilier 
means  to  arrrst  their  progress,   but  that   to  which 
he  had  referred,  larnenlable  as  would  be  the  y[)- 
peai,  such   a   monstrous  abuse  of  p  )wer  lie  con- 
tended,   wo)ild    auOiori'se    a    recurrence    to    tliat 


tion   a  little  more   in  detail.     I   have  contended, 
said  Mr.  C.  that  the  power  to  construct  post  roads, 
is  expressly  granted  in  tlie  power  to  establish  post 
roads.     If  it  he,  there  is  an  end  of  the  controversy; 
but  if.not,  the  next  enquiry  is,  whetlier  that  power 
may  be  fiirly  deduced   hy  implication,  from  any  of 
the  specified  grants   of  power.     To  shew  that  the 
power  is  expressly^ granted,  I  might  safely  appeal 
to  the  arguments  already  used,  to  prove  that  the 
words   establish,  in   this  case,  can  mean  only  one 
thing— the  right  of  making.     Several  gentlemen 
had  contended  that  the  ward  had  a  different  sense; 
and  one  had  resorted  to  the  preamble  of  the  con« 
stituilon  to  shew  that  the  phrase  "lo  establish  jus- 
tice," there  used,  did  not  convey  the  power  of  crea- 
tion.    If  the  word  "establi.qh"  was  there  to  be  takea 
in  the  sense  which  gentlemen  chiimed  for  it,  that 
of  adoption   or  designation,   congress  could   have 
hud  a  choice  only  of  systems  of  justice  pre-existing. 
Would    any    gentleman   contend   that    they   were 
obliged  to  take  'he  Justitian  code,  the  Napoleoa 
code,  the  code  of  civil,  or  the  code  of  common  or 
canon  law?     Establishment  means  in  the  preamble, 
as  mother  cases,  construction,  formation,  creation. 
Let  me  ask,  in  all  cases  of  crime,  which  are  merely 
mahim  prohibiuim,  if  you   do  not  resort  to  construc- 
tion, to  creating,  when  you  make  tlie  offence.     By 
your  laws  denouncing  certain  acts  as  criminal   of- 
fences, laws  which   the  good  of  society  required 
you  to  pass,  and  to  adapt  to  our  peculiar  condition, 
you  do  construct  and  create  a  system  of  rules,   to 
be  administered  by  the  judiciary.     But  gentlemen 
say  that  the  word  cannot   mean   make;   that  you 
would  not  say,  for  exnmpl",  to  establish  a  ship,  to 
establish  a  chair.     In  the  application  of  this,  as  of 
all  oiher  terms,  you  must  be  guided  by  the  nature 
of  the  subject;  and  if  it  cannot  properly  be  used  ia 
all  case.<»,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  cannot  be  in  any. 
And  when  we  take  into  consideration,  that,  under 
the  old  articles  of  confederation,  congress  had  over 
the  subject  of  post  roads  just   as  much  power  as 
gentlemen  allow  to  the  exi*iing  government,  that 
it  was  the  general  scope  and  spirit  of  the  new  con- 
stitution to  erdarge  the  powers  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  that,  in  fact,  in  this  very  clause,  the 
power  to  establisli  post  oHices,   which   was  alone 
possessed,  by  the  former  government,  he  thought 
that  he  might  safely  consider  the  argument,  on  this 
part  of  tlie  subject,   as   successfully  maintained. 
With  respect  to  military  roads,  the  concession  that 
they  may  be  made  when  called  for  by  the  emergen- 
cy, is  admitting  that  the  constitution  conveys  the 
power.     And  we   may   safely  appeal   to  the  judg- 
ment  (/f  the  candid  and    enliglitened,    to  decide 
between  the  wisdom  of  these  two  constructions  of 
which  one  requires  you  to  wait  for  the  exei-cise  of 
your   power,   until   the   arriviil   of  an   emergency, 
which  may  not  allow  you  to  exert  it,  and  the  other, 
without  denying  jou  ihe  power,  if  you  can  exercise 
it  during  the  emergency,  claims  the  right  of  pw- 
viding  beforehand  against  the  emergency. 

t)ne  member  had  stated  what  appeared  to  him  a 
conclusive  aigumtnt  iigainst  the  power  to  cut  ca.- 
nals,  that  he  had  understood  that  a  proposition, 
made  in  the  convention  to  insert  sucli  a  power,  was 
rejected,  'i  o  this  ai-gumenl  more  th.an  one  sufii- 
cient  answer  could  be  made.  In  the  first  place  the 
f.jct  itself  had  been  denied,  and  he  had  never  yet 
seen  any  evidence  of  it.     But,  suppose  tha*.  ilie  \)f-r:- 


positioii  had  l-,es;!i   made  and  .(.'vc 
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motives  of  the  refusal  to  insert  it  ^'ere  knoxm, 
gentlemen  were  not  authorised  to  draw  the  infe- 
rence, that  it  was  from  hostility  to  the  power,  or 
from  a  desire  to  withhold  it  from  congress.  Might 
not  one  of  the  objections  be,  that  the  power  was 
fairly  to  be  inferred  from  some  of  the  specific  grants 
of  power,  and  that  it  was  therefore  not  necessary 
to  insert  the  proposition:  that  to  adopt  it  iadeei 
mi^ht  lead  to  weaken  or  bring  into  doubt  other  in- 
cidental powers  not  enumerated?  A  member  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs)  whose  absejice  Mr.  C.  re- 
gretted on  this  occasion,  not  only  on  account  of  tlve 
great  aid  which  might  have  been  expected  from 
l\im,  but  from  the  cause  of  that  absence,  had  inff^rm- 
ed  him  that,  in  the  convention  of  that  state,  one  of 
the  objections  to  the  constitution  by  the  antifederal- 
ists  was,  that  it  was  understood  to  convey  to  the  ge- 
neral government,  the  power  to  cut  canals.  How 
often,  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
house,  do  we  reject  amendments,  upon  the  sole 
ground  that  they  are  not  necessary,  the  principle 
of  th«  amendment  being  already  contained  in  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  Federalist,  for  one  moment, 
to  shew  that  the  only  notice  taken  of  that  clause 
of  the  constitution  wiiich  relates  to  post  roads,  was 
favorable  to  his  construction.  The  power,  tlii!t 
book  s;iid,  must  always  be  a  harmless  one.  He  had 
endeavored  to  shew  not  only  that  it  was  perfectly 
harpiless,  but  that  every  exercise  of  it  must  be  ne- 
cessarily beneficial.  Notliing  which  tends  to  facili- 
tate intercourse  among  the  states,  says  the  Fede- 
ralist, can  be  unworthy  of  the  public  care.  Whut 
intercourse?  Even  if  restricted  on  the  narrowest 
theory  of  gentlemen,  on  the  other  side,  to  the  in- 
tercourse of  intelligence,  they  deny  that  to  us,  since 
they  will  not  admit  that  we  have  the  power  to  re- 
pair or  improve  the  way,  the  right  of  which  they 
yield  us.  In  a  more  liberal  and  enlarged  sense  of 
the  word,  it  will  comprehend  all  those  various 
me»ns  of  acromplisliing  the  object,  which  are  cal- 
culated to  render  us  a  homeogenoii.?  people— one 
in  feeling,  in  interest,  and  affection;  as  we  are  one 
in  our  political  relation. 

Was  there  not  a  direct  and  intimate  relation 
between  the  power  to  make  war  and  military  roads 
and  can.ds.'  It  was  in  vain  that  the  convention 
should  have  confided  to  the  general  government 
the  tremendous  power  of  declaring  war — should 
have  imposed  upon  it  the  duty  to  employ  the  whole 
physical  means  of  the  nat;oi>,  to  render  the  war, 
whatever  may  be  its  character,  successful  and  glo- 
rious; if  the  power  is  withheld  of  transporting  and 
distributing  those  means.  Let  us  appe;d  to  facts 
which  are  sometimes  worth  volumes  of  theory. 
"VVe  have  recently  had  a  war  raging  on  all  the  four 
quarters  of  the  imion.  The  only  circumstance, 
which  gave  me  pain  at  the  close  of  that  W)ir,  the 
detention  of  Moose  Island,  would  not  have  occur 
ed,  if  we  had  possessed  miliiary  roads.  Why  did 
not  the  union — wliy  did  not  MassaclnLsetts  m;ike  a 
struggle  to  to  re-conquer  the  island.-'  Not  for  the 
want  of  men;  not  for  the  want  of  patriotism,  he 
hoped,  but  from  tlie  want  of  piiysical  ability  to 
march  a  force  sufHcient  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  On 
the  north  western  frontier,  millions  cf  money,  and 
dome  of  the  most  precious  blood  of  the  state  from 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  come,  were  wasiefully 
expend  •'!  for  the  wnnt  of  such  roads.  My  honora- 
ble friend  from  Ohio,  (gen.  Harrison,)  who  com- 
manded the  army  in  ihat  «piarle)",  could  furniiih  a 
volume  of  evidence  on  this  subject.  What  now 
paralizes  our  arms  on  tiie  southern  frontier,  wnd  oc- 
cuiior.td  the  recent  massacre  of  fifty  of  our  brave 


soldiers?  What  but  the  i"  ant  of  prcoer  r^ps'.s  for 
the  communication  of  intelligence,  and  for  the 
transportation  of  our  resources  from  point  to  point? 
Whether  we  r-'fer  to  our  own  experience,  or  to  that 
of  other  countries,  we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the 
great  value  of  military  roads.  Those  great  mas- 
ters of  the  world,  the  Romans,  how  did  they  sustain 
ticir  power  so  many  centuries,  diffusing  law  and 
liberty,  and  intelligence  all  around  them?  They 
made  perrranent  military  roads;  and  among  the  ob- 
jects of  interest,  which  Europ<»  now  presents,  are 
the  remains  of  those  Tloman  roads,  which  are  shewn 
to  the  curious  enquirer.  If  there  were  no  other 
monumentremainingofthesagacity,  and  of  the  illus- 
trious deeds  of  the  unfortunate  captive  of  St.  Hele- 
na, the  internal  improvements  which  he  made,  the; 
road  from  Hamburgh  to  Basle,  would  perpetuate 
his  memory  to  futare  ages.  In  making  these  allu- 
sions let  mq  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  see  military  roads  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conquest,  but  of  defence;  and  as  a  part  of 
that  preparation  which  should  be  made  m  a  season 
of  peace  for  a  sea.son  of  war,  I  do  not  wi.sh  to  see 
this  countrj'  ever  in  that  complete  state  of  prepa- 
ratioii  for  war,  for  which  some  contend,  that  is, 
tUat  we  should  constantly  have  a  large  standing 
army,  v/ell  disciplined,  and  always  ready  to  act. 
I  want  to  see  the  bill,  reported  by  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  or  some  other  embracing  an  efieclive  militia 
system,  passed  into  a  law;  and  a  chain  of  roads 
and  eanals,  by  the  aid  of  which  our  piiysical  means 
c.in  be  promptly  transported  to  any  required  point. 
These,  connected  with  a  small  military  establish- 
ment to  keep  up  our  forts  and  garrisons,  constitute 
the  kind  of  preparation  for  war,  which,  it  appeared 
to  him,  tliis  country  ought  to  make,  Ni  man,  who 
has  paid  t!ie  least  attention  to  the  operations  of 
modern  war,  can  have  failed  to  remark  how  essen- 
tial good  roads  and  canals  are  to  the  success  of 
those  operations.  How  often  have  battles  been 
won  by  celerity  and  rapidity  of  movement?  It  was 
one  of  the  most  essential  circumstances  in  war. 
But,  without  good  roads  it  was  impossible!  He 
recalled  to  the  recollection  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers the  fact  that,  in  the  senile,  several  years  ago, 
an  honorable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  IJayard)  whose  pre- 
mature death  he  ever  deplored — who  was  an  orna- 
ment to  the  councils  of  his  country;  and  whom, 
when  abroad,  he  found  the  able  and  fearless  advo- 
cate of  her  rights — had,  in  sunpor'ing  a  subscrip- 
tion  which  he  proposed  the  Unitel  States  should 
make  to  the  stock  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
canal  company,  earnestly  recommended  the  mea- 
sure  as  connected  with  our  operations  in  war.  I 
listened  to  my  friend  with  some  incredulity,  and 
thought  he  pushed  his  argument  too  fdr.  I  had, 
soon  after,  a  practical  evidence  of  its  justness. 
For,  in  travelli  g  from  Pluladelphia,  in  the  fall  of 
1813,  I  saw  transporting,  by  government,  from  Elk 
river  to  the  Delawaae,  large  quantities  of  massy 
timbers  for  the  ctmstruction  of  the  Guerriere  or  the 
Franklin,  or  both;  and  judging  from  the  number  of 
w:iggons  and  horses,  and  the  number  of  days  em- 
ployed, I  believe  the  additional  expense  of  that  sin- 
gle  operation,  would  have  gone  very  far  to  complete 
that  canal,  whose  cause  was  espoused  with  so  much 
eloquence  in  the  senate;  and  with  so  much  effect, 
too,  bills  having  passed  that  body  more  than  once  to- 
give  aid,  in  some  shape  or  other,  to  that  canal. 
With  notorious  facts  like  this,  was  it  not  obvious 
that  a  line  of  military  can.ds  was  not  only  necessary 
a:id  proper,  but  almost  inclispensible  to  tlxe  war? 
riiaking  power?  . 

fTu  be  conehtdetlin  n^rt  mmber.J 
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MR  CLAY'S  SPEECH— coNcr-ciiEi). 
One  of  the  rules  of  construction,  Mr.  C.  continued, 
which  had  been  laid  down,  he  acknowledged  his 
incapacity  to  comprehend.  Gentlemen  say  that 
the  power,  in  question,  is  a  substantive  power;  and 
thut  no  substantive  power  could  be  derived  by  im- 
plication. What  is  their  definition  of  a  substantive 
power.'  Will  they  favor  us  witii  the  principle  of 
discrimination  between  powers  which,  being  sub- 
stantive,  are  not  grantable  but  by  express  grant, 
and  those  which,  not  being  substantive,  may  be 
conveyed  by  implication.'  Although  he  did  not  per- 
ceive why  this  power  was  more  entitled  than  many 
implied  powers  to  the  denomination  of  substantive, 
suppose  that  be  yielded,  how  did  gentlemen  prove 
that  it  may  not  be  conveyed  by  iinplicalion.''  If  the 
positions  were  maintained,  wliich  have  not  yet 
been  proven,  that  the  power  is  substantive,  and 
that  no  substan^"ve  power  can  be  implied,  yet  he 
trusted  it  had  been  satisfactorily  shewn  that  there 
was  an  express  grant. 

His  lionorahle  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson) 
had  denied  the  operation  of  executive  influence  on 
his  mind;  and  had  informed  the  committee  that 
from  that  quarter  he  had  nothing  to  expect,  to  hope, 
or  to  fear.  I  did  not  impute  to  my  honorable  friend 
any  such  motive,  I  know  his  independence  of  cha- 
racter and  of  mind,  too  well  to  do  so.  But,  I  en- 
treat him  to  reflect,  if  he  does  not  expose  himself 
to  such  an  imputation  by  those  less  friendly  dis- 
posed towards  him  than  myself.  Let  us  look  a  lit- 
tle at  facts.  Tlie  president  recommended  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  bank.  If  ever  there  were  a  stretch 
of  the  implied  powers,  conveyed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  has  been  thought  that  the  grant  of  the 
charter  of  the  national  baTik  was  one.  Bu'.  tlie  pre- 
sidentrecommends  it.  Where  was  then  my  hono- 
rable friend,  the  friend  of  state  rights,  who  so  pa- 
thetically calls  upon  us  to  repent,  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes,  our  meditated  violation  of  the  constitution; 
and  who  kindly  expresses  his  hope  that  -we  shall 
be  made  to  feel  the  public  indignation?  Where  was 
he  at  this  awful  epoch?  Where  was  that  eloquent 
tongue  which  we  have  now  heard  with  so  much 
pleasure?  Silent!  Silent  as  the  grave 

[Mr.  N.  said,  across  the  house,  that  he  had  voted 
against  Uie  bank  bill  when  first  recommended.] 

Alas!  said,  Mr.  C.  my  honorable  friend  had  not 
the  heart  to  withstand  a  second  recommendation 
from  the  president:  but,  when  it  came,  yielded,  no 
doubt,  most  reluctantly  to  the  executive  wishes, 
and  voted  for  the  bank.  At  the  last  session  of  cofl- 
gress,  Mr.  Madison  recommends  (and  I  will  pre- 
sently make  some  remarks  on  that  subject)  «n  ex- 
ercise of  all  the  existing  powers  of  the  "general  go- 
vernment to  establish  a  comprehensive  system  of 
internal  improvements.  Where  was  my  honorabli 
iriend  on  that  occasior  ?  Not  silent  as  the  grave, 
bnthegavea  negative  vote  almost  as  silent.  No 
effort  Was  made  on  his  part,  great  as  he  is  when  he 
exerts  the  powers  of  his  well  stored  mind,  to  save 
the  commonwealth  from  that  greatest  of  all  calu- 
mities,  a  system  of  internal  improvement.  No,  al- 
•though  a  war  with  all  the  allies,  he  now  thinks, 
would  be  less  terrible  than  the  adoption  of  tiiis  re- 
port, not  one  word  then  dropt  from'his  lips  against 
the  meastire.  [Mr.  Nelson  said  he  voted  against 
Vot.  XV. 10, 


the  bill.]  Thut  he  whispered  oii4  an  unwilling  ne- 
gative, Mr.  C.  did  not  deny;  but  it  was  unsustuined 
by  that  torrent  of  eloquence  which  was  poured  out 
on  the  pri  sent  occasion.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  v/e  have 
an  executive  message  7iow,  not  quite  as  ambiguous 
in  its  terms,  nor  as  oracular  in  iis  meaning,  as  that 
of  Mr.  Madison  appears  to  have  been.  Ni>!  Uie 
president  now  says,  that  he  has  m&de  great  efforts 
Ui  va.•^q'ii■■h  his  objections  to  the  power,  and  tliat  he 
cannot  but  believe  that  it  does  not  exist.  Then 
my  honorable  friend  rouses,  thunders  forth  the 
danger  in  which  the  constitution  is,  and  sounds 
aloud  the  tocsin  of  alarm.  Far  from  insinuating;' 
that  he  is  at  all  biased  by  the  executive  wishes,  [ 
appeal  to  his  candor  to  say,  if  there  is  not  a  remark- 
able coincidence  between  his  zeal  and  exertions, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  chief  magistrate? 

Now  let  us  review  those  opinions,  as  commtini- 
cated  at  different  periods.  U  was  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
J«!ff'erson,that,  aUbough  there  v.s  no  general  pov. 
er  vested,  by  ihe  constitution,  in  congress  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals,  without  the  consent  of  the 
states,  yet  such  a  power  might  be  exercised  with 
their  assent.  Mr.  .lefferson,  not  only  held  this  opi- 
nion in  the  abstract,  but  he  pr.-ictically  executed  i' 
in  the  instance  of  the  Cumberland  road,  and  how? 
First  by  a  compact'  made  with  the  state  of  Ohio, 
for  the  application  of  a  specified  ftmd,  snd  thfuby 
compacts  with  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  .Mary- 
land, to  apply  the  fund  so  set  apart  wiUiin  tlieir 
respective  limits.  If,  however,  I  rightly  under- 
stood my  hoaorable  friend  the  other  daj',  lie  ex- 
pressly denied  (and  in  that  I  concur  with  him)  that 
the  power  could  be  acquired  by  tlie  mere  consent 
of  the  state.  Yet  he  defended  t!ie  act  of  .Mr.  .Tef- 
ferson,  in  the  case  referred  to  [.Mr,  Nelson  express;, 
ed  his  dissent  to  this  statement  of  his  argument.] 
Mr.  C.  saiditv/as  far  from  his  intention  to  misstate 
the  gentleman.  He  certaiuly  had  understood  him 
to  say,  that,  as  the  road  was  first  stipul.ited  for  iu 
the  compact  with  Ohio,  it  was  competent  afterward  5 
to  carry  it  through  the  states  mentioned,  witii  their 
assent.  Now,  if  we  have  not  the  right  to  maJie  .n. 
road  in  virtue  of  one  compact  made  witii  a  siiipje 
state,  can  we  obtain  it  by  two  cnntj'acts  mrtde  with 
several  states?  The  character  of  the  fund  cotild  )iot 
affect  the  question.  It  was  totally  im.'nateri.il 
whether  it  arose  from  the  s.ales  of  the  public  l,''.nd.<* 
or  from  the  general  revenue.  Suppose  a  contr,ict, 
made  with  Massachusetts,  tliat  a  certain  portioti 
of  the  revenue,  collected  at  the  port  of  Boston  frorn 
foreign  trade,  should  be  expended  in  making  roa.is 
and  canals  leading  to  that  state;  and  that  a  subse- 
quent  connpact  should  be  made  wii!i  Connecticut, 
or  Ne-j'  Hutnpshire,  for  the  expendittire  of  the  fun(l 
ontliese  objects,  within  their  limits.  Can  weac» 
quire  the  power,  in  this  manner,  over  internal  im- 
provements, if  we  do  not  pos^e.ss  it  independentlv 
of  such  compacts?  He  conceived  clearly  not.  And 
he  was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  gen- 
tlemen, consistently  with  their  own  principles, 
could  justify  the  erection  of  the  Cumberland  ''o.'.d. 
No  man,  he  said,  w:is  prouder  th.'.ui  he  was  of  H;,  t 
noble  monumer.t  of  the  piovideni  c;ire  of  the  na'.io.i 
and  of  the  public  spiiitof  its  projectors;  and  lifi 
trusted,  tbat,  in  spite  of  all  cofisiitutional  and  oih'-c 
.scruples,    Irei'e   or   elsev.l^erej    an    a.pnropriiiti.,n 
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woiiM  be  mrAe  to  complete  tl);it  road.     lie  confes 
sed,  however,  freely,  that  lie  was  entirely  unable  to 
cmreiveofany  principle  on  which  that  road  could 
be  supported  that  would  not  uphold   the  general 
powe'  contended  for. 

He  would  now  examine  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. Of  all  the  acts  of  that  pure,  virtuous  and  il- 
lustrious stasesman,  whose  administration  has  so 
po'vej-fully  tended  to  advance  the  glory,  honor  and 
jirosperity  of  this  country,  he  most  reu^retted,  for 
his  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  the  re- 
jection of  the  hill  of  the  last  session.  He  thou_f;;ht 
it  rrreconciieable  with  Mr,  Madison's  own  princi- 
ples— tliose  great,  broad  and  liberal  principles  on 
wliich  he  so  i-blv  administered  the  goverT:ment. 
And,  sir,  '^nv]  Mr.  C  when  I  appeal  to  the  members 
of  tlie  last  congress,  who  are  now  in  my  hearing',  1 
sm  authorized  to  say,  with  regard  to  tiie  majority 
of  them,  that  no  circumstance,  not  even  an  earlh- 
qu.ike  thrt  sltonld  have  swallowed  up  one  half  of 
this  city,  could  have  excited  more  surprise  than 
V'iien  it  was  first  communicated  to  tliis  house,  that 
>lr.  Madison  had  rejected  his  ov;n  bill — 1  say  his 
own  bili:  for  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  meant  nothing,  if  it  did  not  recommend 
sucli  an  exercise  of  power  as  was  contained  in  that 
bill.  My  friend,  v;ho  is  near  me,  (Mr.  Johnson  of 
Tirginis)  the  operations  of  whose  vigorous  and  in- 
dependent mind  depend  upon  his  own  internal  per- 
ception«,  has  expressed  himself  with  a  becoming 
manliiiei-s,  aid  thrown  aside  the  authority  of  names, 
as  lia\in;^  no  bearing  with  him  on  the  question. 
But  the^r  aulliority  has  been  referred  to,  and  will 
have  influence  wit!i  others.  It  was  impossible, 
moreover,  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  the  question  is 
now  a  qne^tion  between  the  executive  on  tlie  one 
side,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people  on  the 
otiier.  So  it  is  understood  in  tiie  country,  and  such 
is  the  f'.ct.  Mr.  Madison  enjojs,  in  his  retreat  at 
Montpelier,  the  repose  andthe  honors  due  to  his 
eniinent  and  laborious  public  services;  and  I  would 
be  among  the  last  to  disturb  it.  However  painful 
it  is  to  me  to  animadveFt  upon  any  of  his  opinions, 
I  feel  perfectly  sure,  that  the  circumstance  can  only 
be  viewed  by  him  with  an  enlightened  liberality. 
AVhat  are  the  opinions  which  have  been  expressed 
by  Mr.  Madison  on  this  subject?  I  will  not  refer  to 
ail  t!»e  messages  wherein  he  has  recommended  in- 
ternal improvements;  but  to  that  alone  which  he 
addressed  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  se.^sion,  which  contains  this  passage:  "I  parti- 
cularly inviie«^nzn  the  attention  of  congress  to  the 
expediency  of  txevc\s\ng  Cheir  earistm^'  p07vers,  and, 
where  necessary,  of  resorting  to  the  prescribed 
mode  of  enlarging  tbem,  in  order  to  efffctuate  a 
comprehensive  system  of  roads  ami  canals,  such  as 
will  have  the  eifect  of  drawing  more  closely  toge- 
tb.er  every  part  of  otir  country,  by  promoting  inter- 
course and  improvements,  and  by  increasing  the 
share  of  every  part  in  the  common  stock  of  national 
prosperity."  In  tlie  examination  of  this  passage, 
two  positions  forced  themselves  upon  our  attention. 
'l'h<t  first  was,  the  assertion,  that  tliere  are  existing 
powers  in  congiess  to  effectuate  a  cornprehensive 
system  of  roads  and  cun^ls,  the  effect  of  which 
wotd  1  be  to  draw  the  different  parts  of  the  country 
nioie  cli'scly  toge.her.  And  I  would  candidly  ad- 
rnit,  ill  tiie  secoii'l  place,  tliai  i'.  was  intimated,  Ih  it, 
in  tiie  exercise  of  those  existing  powers,  some  de- 
ject niigiu  be  discovered  which  would  render  an 
jtmendinenl  of  the  constitution  necessary.  Nothing 
could  be  nioi'e  eiearly  aflirmed  than  tlie  first  posi- 
li  in;  btuiii  t'.ie  message  of  .Mr.  Madison  returi.ing 
ihc  bill,  passed  in  cQ.'.sequence  of  his  recommen- 


dation, he  has  not  specified  a  solitary  case  to  w'lich 
those  existing  powers  are  applicable;  he  hiis  not 
told  us  what  he  meant  by  those  existing  powers; 
and  th.'  gener.il  scope  of  his  reasoning,  in  that  mes- 
sage, if  well  founded,  proved  that  there  were  no  ex- 
isting powers  whatever.  It  was  apparent  that  Mr, 
Madison  himself  had  not  examined  some  of  those 
principal  sources  of  the  constitution  from  which, 
during  this  debate,  the  power  had  been  derived. 
I  deeply  regret,  and  I  know  that  Mr.  .Madison  re- 
gretted, that  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
bill  was  presented  to  him,  (the  last  day  but  one  of 
a  most  busy  session)  deprived  him  of  an  opportu* 
nity  of  that  thorough  investig.<tion  of  which  no 
man  is  more  capable.  It  is  certain,  that,  taking 
his  two  messages  at  the  same  session  together, 
they  are  perfectly  irreconcileable.  What,  more- 
over,  was  the  nature  of  that  bill?  It  did  not  apply 
the  money  to  any  specific  object  of  internal  im- 
provement, nor  designate  any  particular  mode  in 
which  it  should  be  applied;  but  merely  set  apart 
and  pledged  the  fund  to  the  general  purpose,  sub- 
ject to  the  future  disposition  of  congress.  If  then, 
there  were  any  supposable  case  whatever,  to  which 
congress  might  apply  money  in  the  erection  of  a 
road,  or  cutting  a  canal,  the  bill  did  not  violate  the 
constitution.  And  it  ought  not  to  have  been  anti- 
cipated, that  money  constitutionally  appropriated 
by  one  congress  would  afterwards  be  unconstitu- 
tionally expended  by  another. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  C.  to  the  message  of  Mr, 
Monroe;  and  if,  by  the  communication  of  his  opi- 
nion  to  congress, he  intended  to  prevent  discuss-ons, 
he  has  most  wofuUy  failed.  I  know  that  accord- 
ing to  a  most  venerable  and  excellent  usage,  the 
opinion,  neither  of  the  president  nor  of  the  senate, 
upon  any  proposition  depending  in  this  house, 
ought  to  be  adverted  to.  Even  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  a  member  wlio  would  refer  to  the 
opinion  of  the  sovereign,  in  such  a  case,  would  be 
instantly  called  to  order;  but  under  t!ie  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  president  having,  with, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  best  motives,  volunteered  his 
opinion  on  this  head,  and  inverted  the  order  of  le- 
gislation by  begining  where  it  should  end,  I  anv 
compelled,  most  reluctantly,  to  refer  to  that  opi- 
nion.  I  cannot  but  deprecate  the  practice  of  which 
the  president  has,  in  this  instance,  set  the  example 
to  his  successors.  The  constitutional  order  of  le- 
gislation supposes  that  every  hilt  originating  in  one 
house,  shall  be  there  deliberately  investigated, 
without  influence  from  any  other  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature; and  then  remitted  to  the  other  house  for 
a  like  free  and  unbiased  consideration.  Having 
passed  both  houses,  it  is  to  be  laid  before  the  pre- 
sident; signed,  if  approved,  and,  if  disapproved,  to 
be  returned,  with  his  objections,  to  the  originating 
house.  In  this  manner,  entire  freedom  of  thought 
atid  of  action  is  secured,  and  the  president  finally 
sees  the  proposition  in  the  most  matured  form 
which  congress  can  give  to  it.  The  practical  ef- 
fect, to  say  no  more,  of  forestalling  the  legislative 
opinion,  and  telling  us  what  we  may  or  may  not 
do,  will  be  to  deprive  the  president  himself  of  the 
opportunity  of  considering  a  proposition  so  matur- 
ed, and  us  of  the  benefit  of  his  reasoning  applied 
specifically  to  such  proposition.  For  the  consti- 
tution further  ejoins  it  upon  him  to  state  bis  ob- 
jections upon  returning  the  biil.  The  originating 
house  is  then  to  re-consider  it,  and  deliberately  to 
weigh  those  objections;  and  it  is  further  required, 
when  the  question  is  again  taken,  shall  the  bill 
pass,  those  objections  notwithstanding?  that  the 
votes  shall  be  solemnly  spread,  by  ayes  and  noes. 
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npon  the  record.  Of  this  opportunity  of  thus  re- 
cording  our  opinions,  on  matters  of  great  public 
concern,  ,we  are  deprived,  if  we  submit  to  the  in- 
novation of  the  president.  I  will  not  press  this 
part  of  the  suliject  furtlier.  1  repeat,  again  and 
again,  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  president 
was  actuated  by  the  purest  motives.  I  am  compel- 
led, however,  in  the  exercise  of  that  freedom  of 
opinion  wliich,  so  long  as  I  exist  1  will  maintain,  to 
say  tliat  the  proceeding  is  irregular  and  unconstitu- 
tional. Let  us,  however,  examine  the  reasoning 
and  opinion  of  the  president.  [Mr.  C.  here  quoted 
the  passage  of  the  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  ^vhich  follows:] 

*'A  difference  of  opinion  has  existed  from  the 
first  formation  of  our  constilution   to  the   present 
time,  among  our  most  enligiitened  asd   virtuous 
citizens,  respecting  the  riglit  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish such  a  system  of  improvement.     Taking  into 
view  the  trust  with  which  I   am   nov/   honored,  it 
would  be  improper,  after  what  has  passed,  that  this 
discussion  sliould  be  revived,  with  an  uncertainty 
of  my  opinion  respecting  the  right.     Disregarding 
early  impressions,  I  have  bestowed  on  the  subject 
all  the  deliberaiion  which  its  great  importance  and 
a  just  sense  of  my  duty  required,  and  the  result  is, 
a  settled  conviclion  in  my  mind  that  congress  do 
not  pnssess  the  rigiil.     Ii  is  not  contained  in  any  of 
the  specified  powers  granted  to  congress;  nor  can 
I  consider  it  incidental  to,  or  a  necessary  mean, 
viewed  on  the  most  liberal  scale,  for  carrying  into 
efiVct   any  of   the  powers  which  are  specifically 
granted.     In  communicating  tliis  result,  1  cannot 
resist  the   obligation   which  I  feel,  to  suggest   to 
congress  the  propriety  of  recommending   to  the 
states  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution, which  s'iall  give  the  right  in  question.     In 
cases  of  doubtful  construction,   especially  of  such 
vital  interest,  it  comports  with  the  nature  and  ori- 
gin of  our  institutions,  and  will  contribute  much  to 
preserve  them,  to  apply  to  our  constituents  for  an 
explicitgrant  of  the  power.     We  may  confidently 
rely,  that,  if  it  appears   to  their  satisfaction  that 
the  power  is  necessary,  it  will  always  be  granted." 
In  this  passage  the  president  has  furnished  us 
with  no  reasoning,  no  argument  in  support  of  his 
opinion — notliing  addressed  to  the  understanding. 
He  gives  us,  indeed,  an  historic»l  account  of  the 
operations  of  bis  own  mind,  and  he  asserts  that  he 
has   made  a  laborious  effort  to  conquer   his  early 
impressions,  but  that  the  result  is  a  settled  con- 
viction against  the  power,  witliout  a  single  reason. 
In  his  position,  that  the  power  must  be  specifically 
granted,  or  incident  to  a  power  so  granted,  it  has 
been  seen  that  I  have  the  honor  to  entirely  concur 
with  him;  but,  he  says  the  power  is  not  among  the 
specified  powers.     Has  he  taken  into  consideration 
the  clause  respecting  post  roads,  and  told  us  how, 
and  why  that  does  not  convey  the   power?     If  be 
had  acted  within  what  I  conceive  to  be  his  consti- 
tutional  sphere  of  rejecting   the  bill,  afler  it  had 
passed  both  houses,  he  must  have  learnt  that  great 
stress  was  placed  on  that  clause,  and  we  should 
have  been   enlightened   by  his  comments  upon  it. 
As  to  his  denial  of  the  power,  as  an  incident  to  any 
of  the  express  grants,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  liave 
thought  that  we  migiit  have  safely  appealed  to  the 
experience  of  the  president,  during  the  laie  war, 
when  the  country  derived  so  much  benefit  f:om  his 
judicious  administration  of  the  duties  of  the  war 
department,  whether  roads  and  canals  for  military 
purposes  were  not  essential    to  celerity  and  suc- 
cessful resurt  in  the   operations  of  armies.     This 
part  of  th«  message  was  all  assertion,  and  contain- 


ed  no  argument  which  he  could  comprehend,  or 
which  mat  the  points  contended  for   during  this 
debate.     Allow  me  here,  said  Mr.  C.  to  say,  and 
I  do  it  without  the  least  disrespect  to  that  branch 
of  the  government,  on  whose  cpinioos  and  acts  it 
has  been  rendered  my  painful  duty  to  comment; 
let  me  say,  in  reference  to  any  man,  however  ele- 
vated his  station,  even  if  he  be  eudijwed  with  the 
power  and  pre-ogatives  of  a  sovereip-n,  that  liis  iCfs 
are  worth  infinitely  .more,  and  are  more  intflligiiite 
than  taere  paper  srntiments  or  declirations.     And 
what  have  been  the  icts  of  the  president!'     During 
his  toiir  of  the  last  summer,  did  he  not  order  a 
road  to  be  cut  or  repaired  from  near  Phtttsburg  to 
the  St.  LaMrrenc'i?     And  my  honorable  f  iend  '^  ill 
excuse  me,  if  my  comprehension  is  toi  dull  toper, 
ceive  the  force  of  that  ar^tjument  v/hich   settles  to 
di-aw   a  distinction  between  repairing  an  old  and 
m  iklng  a  new  road.     [Mr.  Nslson  siud  he  iiad  not 
drawn  that  distinction,  having  only  stated  the  fact.] 
Certainly  no  svich  distinction    was   to  be   found  in 
tlie  constitution  or  existed  ia  reason.     Grant,  Low- 
ever,  tlie  power  of  reparation  and  we  will  make  it 
flo.     We  v;ill  take  the  post  roads,  sinuous  as  they 
»re,  and  put  them  in  a  condition  to  etiwhle  the  mads 
to  pass,    without  tiiose  mortifying  and  painful  de- 
lays and  disappointments  to  which  we,  at  least  in 
the  west,  are  so  ofien  liable.     Tlie  president  then, 
ordered  a  road  of  considerable  extent  to  be  con. 
stjnicted  or  repaired,  on   his   sole  authori'y,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  when  no  enemy  tlu'eaten- 
ed  the  country,  and  wiien,  in  relation  to  the  power 
as  to  which  alone  that  road  could  be  useful  in  time 
of  war,  tiiere  existed  the  best  understanding,  and 
a  prospect  of  lasting  friendsliip  greater  than  at  any 
former  period.     On  his  sole   authority  the   presi- 
dent acted,  and  we  are  already  called  upon  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  m^ans  to 
sanction  the  act  by  an   appropriation.     This  mea- 
sure has  been  taken,  too,   without   the  conse-u  of 
the  state  of  New   York;   and   what  is  wonderful, 
when  we  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  state  rights 
which  are  said  to  be  violated,  without  even  a  pro. 
test  on  the   part  of  that  state  against  it.     On  the 
contrary  I  understand,   from  some  of  the  military 
officers  who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
work,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  that  the  people, 
tiirough  wiiose  quarter  of  the  country  the  road  pas- 
ses, do  not  view  it  as  a  national  calamity;  that  they 
would  be  very  glad  that  the  president  would  visit 
ihem  often,  and  that  he  would  order  a  road  to  be 
cut  and  improved,  at  the  nalionil  expense,  every 
time  he  should  visit  therrt.     OUjer  roads,  in  other 
parts  of  the   union,  have,  it  seems,  been  likewise 
ordered,  or  their  execution,  at  the  public  expense, 
sanctioned,  by  the  executive,  witliout  the  concur- 
rence of  congress.     If  the  president  has  the  power 
to  cause  these  public  improvements  t<i  be  executed, 
al  his  pleasure,  whence  is  it  derived?     If  any  mem- 
ber will  stand  up  in  his  place  and  say  the  president 
is  clothed  with  this  authority,  and  that  it  is  der.ied 
to  congress,  let  us  hear  fronu  him;  and  let  him  point 
to  the  clause  of  the  consli  uiion  wiiich  vests  it  in  the 
executive   and  withholds   it   from  the  legislative 
branch. 

There  is  no  such  clause;  there  is  no  such  errlu- 
sive  execu'ive  power.  Tiie  power  is  derivable  by 
the  executive  or.ly  from  those  r«  ovisions  of  ti-.e  con- 
stitution wiiicb  charge  him  M'iih  the  duties  of  com- 
manding the  physical  force  of  the  oouniry,  ajtd  the 
enipluyment  of  that  force  in  war,  aad  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  tranquility,  and  in  rtie  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  But  congress  has  parami^unt; 
power  to  Ike  president.    It  a4on«  can  declare  war, 
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can  raise  armies,  can  provide  for  calling  out  tiie 
militia,  in  tlie  specified  instances,  and  can  raise  and 
appropriate  the  ways  and  means  necessary  to  these 
objects.  Or  is  it  come  to  tliis,  that  there  are  to  be 
two  rules  of  construction  for  the  constitution — 
one,  an  enlaiged  rule,  for  the  executive — and  ano- 
ther, a  restricted  rule,  for  the  legislature?  Is  it 
already  to  be  held,  that,  according  to  the  genius 
and  nature  of  our  constitutions,  powers  of  this 
kind  r.iay  be  safely  entrusted  to  the  executive,  but, 
v.luii  attempted  to  be  exercised  by  the  legislature, 
ure  so  alarming  and  dangerous  that  a  war  with  all 
tlie  allied  powers  would  be  less  terrible,  and  that 
the  nation  should  clothe  itself  straightway  in  sack- 
cloth and  ashes!  No,  sir,  if  the  power  belongs 
only  by  implication  to  the  chief  m-giitrate,  it  is 
placed  bolli  by  implication  and  express  grant  in 
the  liands  of  congress.  I  am  so  far  from  condemn- 
ing the  act  t)f  the  president,  to  which  i  have  refer- 
ed,  that  I  think  it  deserving  of  high  approbation; 
tlip.t  it  was  within  the  scope  of  his  constitutional 
authority  I  have  no  doubt:  and  I  sincerely  trust 
that  the  secretary  at  war  will,  in  time  of  peace, 
constantly  employ  in  that  way,  the  military  force. 
It  will,  at  the  same  time,  guard  that  force  against 
t!ie  vices  incident  to  indolence  and  inaction,  and 
correct  the  evil  of  substracting  from  the  mass  of 
the  labor  of  society,  where  labor  is  more  valuable 
than  in  any  eiher  country,  that  portion  of  it  which 
enters  hilo  the  composition  of  the  army.  But  I 
most  solemnly  protest  against  any  exercise  of  pow- 
ers of  this  kind,  by  the  president,  which  are  denied 
to  congress.  And,  if  the  opinions  expressed  by 
him,  in  his  message,  were  com.niniiicated  or  are  to 
be  used  here  to  influence  the  judgment  of  the 
house,  their  authority  is  more  than  countervailed 
by  the  authority  of  his  deliberate  acts. 

Some  principles  drawn  from  political  economists 
have  been  alluded  to,  and  we  are  advised  to  leave 
things  to  themselves,  upon  the  ground  that,  when 
the  condition  of  society  is  ripe  for  internal  improve- 
ments, that  is,  when  capital  can  be  so  invested 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  adec^uate  remuneration, 
they  will  be  executed  by  associations  of  individu- 
als, unaided  by  government.  With  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  I  concur  in  thisfts 
a  general  maxim;  and  I  also  concur  with  him  that 
tlure  tre  excepiions  to  it.  The  foreign  policy 
whicli  1  think  lliis  country  QUght  to  adopi,  prtsents 
one  of  those  exceptions.  It  would  perhaps  be  bet- 
ter for  mankind,  if,  in  the  intercourbg  between  na- 
tions, all  would  leave  skill  and  industry  to  their 
unstimulated  exertions.  But  this  is  not  done;  and 
if  other  powers  will  incite  the  industry  of  their 
subjects  and  depress  that  of  our  citizens,  in  in- 
stances where  they  may  come  into  comptiition,  we 
must  imitate  their  selfish  exainple.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity to  protect  our  manufactures.  Li  regard  to 
internal  improvements,  it  did  not  always  foliow  tiiat 
tJ.ey  s\ou'.d  be  construcied  whenever  they  **ould 
afiord  a  competent  dividend  upon  the  capital  io 
vested  U  may  be  true  generally  that,  in  tUl  coun- 
ti  ies,  where  there  is  a  great  accumulation  of  sur- 
plus capital,  auU  a  consequent  low  rate  of  interest, 
th.t  II. ey  would  be  made.  Bui  in  a  new  country, 
the  coi»diiion  of  society  may  be  ripe  for  public 
works  loug  i^ei.  re  there  is,  in  tiie  hands  of  indivi- 
cuals,  the  necessary  accumulation  of  capital  to  ef- 
fect them;  and, -besides,  there  is  generally,  in  such 
a  countiy,  not  cjj.iy  ascarciiy  of  capital,  bu'i  vucli .. 
muitiplicit}  of  profitable  0"jecls  prescnliiig  the;/i- 
seh  es  a.>  *.<>  disiractihe  judgment.  Furiliei  —  I'le 
■«.K-frrCgalf  benefit  resulting  to  the  whole  society, 
ii-um  a  public  improvement,  may  be  such  as  to  am- 


ply justify  the  iuves'ment  of  capital  in  is  execu- 
tion, and  yet  that  benefit  may  be  so  distributed 
among  diflerent  and  distant  persons  as  that  they 
can  never  be  got  to  act  in  concert.  The  turnpike 
roads  wanted  to  pass  the  Allegany  mountains,  and 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal,  are  objects  of 
this  description.  Those  who  would  be  most  bene- 
fited by  these  improvements  reside  at  a  considera- 
ble distance  from  the  sites  of  them;  many  of  those 
persons  never  have  seen  aijd  never  will  see  them. 
How  is  it  possible  to  regulate  the  contributions,  or 
to  present  to  individuals  so  situated  a  sufficiently 
lively  picture  of  their  real  interests  to  get  them  to 
make  exertions,  in  effectuating  the  object,  com- 
mensurate with  their  respective  abilities.''  I  think 
it  very  possible  that  the  capitalist,  who  should  in- 
vest his  money  in  one  of  those  object^,  might  liot 
be  reimbursed  three  per  cent,  annually  upon  it. 
And  yet  society,  in  variotis  forms,  might  actually 
reapfifieen  or  twenty  per  cent.  The  benefit  result- 
ing fiom  a  turnpike  road,  made  by  private  associa- 
tions, is  divided  between  the  capitalist  who  receives 
his  tolls,  the  lands  through  which  it  passes,  and 
whii^h  are  augmented  in  their  value,  and  the  com- 
modities whose  value  is  enhanced  by  the  diminish- 
ed expense  of  transportation,  A  combination  upon 
any  terms,  much  less  a  just  combination,  of  all 
these  interests  to  effect  the  improvement  is  imprac- 
ticable. And  if  you  await  the  arrival  of  the  peri- 
od when  the  tolls  alone  can  produce  a  competent 
dividend,  it  is  evident  that  you  will  have  to  suspend 
its  execution  until  long  after  the  general  interests 
of  society  would  have  authorised  it. 

.  Again,  improvements  made  by  private  associa- 
tions are  generally  made  by  the  local  capital.  But 
ages  must  elapse  before  there  will  be  concentrated 
in  certain  places,  where  the  interests  of  the  whole 
community  may  call  for  improvements,  sufficient 
capital  to  make  tliem.  Tlie  place  of  the  improve- 
ment  too  is  not  always  the  most  interested  in  its 
accomplishment.  Other  parts  of  the  union — the 
whole  line  of  the  seaboard — are  quite  as  much  if 
no'  nxjre  interested  in  the  Delaware  and  Che.'^appake 
canal,  as  the  small  tract  of  country  through  which 
it  is  proposed  to  pass.  The  same  observation  will 
apply  to  turnpike  roads  pa.ssing  through  the  Alle- 
gany mountain.  Sometimes  the  interest  of  the 
place  of  the  improvement  is  adverse  to  the  im- 
provement and  to  the  general  interest.  He  would 
cite  Louisville,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  as  an  ex- 
anipie,  whose  interest  will  probably  be  more  pro- 
moled  by  the  continuance,  than  the  removal  of  the 
obstruction.  Of  all  the  modes  in  which  a  govern- 
ment can  employ  its  surplus  revenue,  none  is  mOre 
permanently  beneficial  than  that  of  internal  im- 
provement. Fixed  to  the  soil,  it  becomes  a  durable 
part  of  the  land  itself,  diffusing  comfort  and  activi- 
ty and  animation  on  all  sides.  The  first  dirert  ef- 
fect was  on  the  agricultural  community,  into  whose 
pockets  came  the  difference  in  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation between  good  and  b:id  ways.  Thus,  i-f 
the  price  of  transporting  a  barrel  of  flour  by  the 
erection  of  Uie  Cumberland  turnpike  should  be  les- 
sened two  dollars,  the  producer  of  the  article 
would  receive  that  two  dollars  more  now  than  fw- 
meily. 

But,  putting  aside  all  pecuniary  considerations, 
there  rnay  be  political  motives  sufficiently  powerful 
a.'one  to  justify  certain  internal  improvements. 
Does  not  our  country  present  such.''  How  are  they 
ro  be  efitcied  if  tiiings  are  left  to  vlitmselves.''  I 
ulil  not  press  U.e  subject  furtlicr.  I  am  but  too^ 
sensible  how  much  I  have  abused  (he  patience  oi 
the  committee  by    trespassing  so  long  uponitsat* 
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tention.  The  mapfnitude  of  the  question,  and  the 
deep  interest  1  feel  in  its  rightful  decision,  must  be 
my  apolog'v.  We  are  now  making  the  last  effort 
to  establish  our  power;  and  I  call  on  the  friends  of 
congress,  of  this  house,  or  the  true  friends  of  state 
rights  (not  charging  others  with  intending  to  op- 
pose them)  to  rally  round  the  constitution,  and  to 
support,  by  their  votes  on  this  occasion,  the  legili- 
mate  powers  of  the  legislature.  If  we  do  nothing 
this  session  but  pass  an  abstract  resolution  on  the 
subject,  I  shall,  under  all  circumstances,  consider 
it  a  triumph  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
of  which  posterity  will,  if  we  do  not,  reap  the  bene- 
iRt.  I  trust,  that  by  the  decision  which  shall  be 
given,  we  shall  assert,  uphold  and  maintain,  the  au- 
thority of  congress,  noiwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  or  may  be  said  against  it. 

V  For,  or  against,  the  bank  of  the  United  States? — 
"Was  thequestion  in  many  parts  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
at  the  late  elections;  and  in  every  instance,  we  be- 
lieve, tlie  opponents  of  tliat  bank  received  the  sup- 
port of  the  people.  The  most  popular  men,  gen. 
J\Ic.  .irthnr,  for  an  instance,  if  supposed  to  have 
any  good  will  for  the  institution,  were  left  out  by 
jfreat  majorities  of  votes.  JVie  branches  in  Ohio 
•ivill  be  taxed  at  the  next  weeting  of  the  legislature — 
as  we   hope  that  they  will  also  be,  as  we  are  sure 

:  that  they  ought  to  be,  in  several  oilier  states.     We 
shall  say  somethi  icj  on  this  subject  next  week. 

0:;j"Much  matter,  original  and  selected,  is  post- 
poned  a  supplement  shall  be  published   next 

week  to  assist  in  disposing  of  it. 

It  is  believed  that  an  unusual  quantity  of  import- 
ant  dociynents  will  be  laid  before  congress  at  its 
ensuing  session.  The  great  support  which  tlie 
Wefklt  UEGisTERnow  receives,  and  which  is  every 
day  increasing,  has  resolved  the  editor  to  attempt 
to  precede  anv  other  publication  in  spreading  tliose 
documents  before  the  people;  and  he  will  accom- 
plish it,  so  f;vr  as  a  -weekly  hswe.  is  competent  to  it, 
by  gratuitous  supplements,  on  some  other  means. 
He  has  always  declared  it  his  intention  to  confer 
value  on  the  Rfgisteb  commensurate  with  his 
means  of  doing  it.  Tn  this  resolution  every  friend 
of  the  work  in  arrears  for  subscription,  will  see  an 
imperious  demand  made  upon  Lim  for  the  immedi- 
ate settlement  of  his  dues — it  is  an  affair,  indeed,  in 
which  he  is  interested;  brisks  could  not  be  made 
without  straw,  and  a  man  cannot  be  just,  much  less 
liberal,  unless  he'  receives  the  reward  of  his  labor. 
Though  the  prompt  attention  of  many  has  warmed 
the  editor's  heart,  and  filled  it  with  a  zeal  to  merit 
a  continuance  of  their  support, — a  very,  very  large 
amoimt  is  due  to  the  establishment — scattered  from 
the  most  distant  to  the  most  remote  settlements  in 
the  United  States,  in  every  direction, — a  good  deal 
of  which  necessarily  depends  on  the  honor  of  those 
indebted — and  all  which  ought  to  be  at  home  to 
give  spirit  to  the  desire  to  be  useful,  and  sustain 
the  independence  of  the  press.  It  is  no  part, of  the 
editor's  disposition  to  love  monej',  and  much  less 
its  representative  from  the  paper  mill — but  one  or 
the  other  is  needful  to  keep  his  own  mill  agoing! 
He  has  engaged  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  the  mail, 
and  expressed  a  willhigness  to  pay  postage  on  mo- 
nies remitted  to  him,  if  gentlemen  are  pleased  to 

believe  he  ought  to  be  taxed  v.'ith  it further 

than  this  he  cannot  go  to  facilitate  remittances. 

The  determination  expressed  above,  it  is  believed, 
will  induce  many,  who  desire  to  be  fully  informed 
of  their  country's  relations,  to  give  us  their  support. 
It  shall  be  carried  through  with  promptitude. 


Complete  files  of  the  Weekly  Urgister  may  yet 
be  had— but  it  seems  probable  that  they  wi'l  soon 
become  an  object  of  considerable  speculation.'     Ten 
copies  have  been  ordered  in  the  last  eight  days. 
Their  price  is  as  follows: 
For  7  years,  to  Sept.  1818,  §35;  extra  sup. 
plements  to  vols.  5,  7,  8  and  9,  S^'i  General 
Index,  83,  ^i2 

The  advance  year,  to  Sept.  1819,  5 

Tn  sheets,  §47 

If  desired  bound,  add  for  binding  the  14 
volumes,  (seven  years)  and  General  Index, 
in  all  15  volumes,  at  87i' cents,  per  vol.      13  12  J 


Predictions — for  speculators. 

The  slock  of  tlie  b-mk  of  the  United  States, 
sales  of  which  were  eff<icted  at  §160  pc-r  share  not 
many  months  ago,  now  drags  heavily,  if  any  sales 
are  re.^Uy  mide,  at  about  lit). 

IVe  predict — N'>.  1.  That  it  will  go  down  still 
lower,  perhaps  even  to  par. 

No.  2.  Th.\t,  after  n  certain  report  is  made  to  con- 
gress, it  will  again  be  inflated  and  rise  to  §120  per 
share,  orupvvards — if  any  body  will  buy. 

No.  3.  That  in  about  a  month  after  it  reaches  its 
h'ghest  quotation  of  price,  it  will  tumble  back  again 
info  its  present  state;  and,  admitting  that  congress 
will  not  do  any  thing  respecting  it,  it  may  settle 
down  at  5  tolO  per  cent,  above  par. 

For — unless  there  are  some  great  changes  in  the 
reUtions  ufthepow^ers  of  Europe — 

Unless  the  independence  of  Mexico  or  South 
America  is  acknowledged,  and  their  stores  of  the 
precious  metals  are  opened  to  commence — 

Unless  there  is  some  important  political  event  at 
home— or. 

Unless  the  scheme  of  making  a  national  paper 
currency,,  which  shall  be  a  legal  tender  (as  in  Eng- 
land) is  abandoned  or  defeated,^ 

It  is  morally  impossible  that  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  if  it  attempts  to  pay  its  debts,  can  divide 
more  than  5  or  6  percent,  on  its  whole  capital, /*er 
annum. 

More  hereafter.  We  freely  give  these  hints  now 
that  all  concerned  may  profit  by  them. 


Passive  obedience  &  non-resistance. 

We  have  read  wiih  much  pleasure.  Dr.  JUat/hew's 
sermon  sent  to  us  by  president  Arams,  about  •'nnli- 
mitted  submission  a?id  non-resistance  to  the  higher 
powers;  -with  some  reflections  on  the  resistance  made 
to  king  Charles  I,  a?id  on  the  anniversm y  of  his  death.' 
in  which  the  mijsterioiis  doctrine  of  that  prince^  s  suint- 
ship  and  martrydom  is  iinriddJed,"  &c.  delivered  at 
Boston  "on  the  first  Lord's  day  after  the  30th  ofJami- 
ry,  1749-50." 

This  sermon  was  a  gre.^t  thing  in  its  day.  The 
learned  divine  most  ably,  as  well  from  scripture  as 
from  a  reason,  and  from  the  practices  of  the  British 
themselves,  on  many  important  occasions,  shewed 
the  absurdity  of  the  doctrine  which  the  then  ruling 
politicians  of  England  and  their  government-priests 
were  endeavoring  to  establish:  and  he  spoke  as 
some,  no  doubt,  affected  to  think  impiously  of  the 
martyrdom  and  sai7itship of  k\ng  Charles,  who  was  a 
consummate  tyrant  and  a  most  unprincipled  man. 
Hut  in  this  enlightened  age  and  counti  y — it  seems 
nearly  as  useful  to  argjie  about  the  divine  rights  of 
kings,  as  to  attempt  to  prove  that  the  moon  is  a 
cheespj  and  was   actually  made  in  a  llhode  Island 
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dairy;  though  it  is  well  enough  now  and  tJien  to 
Ianj;fh  at '.he  Ijypocrites  and  lash  the  knaves  who 
pretend  to  believe  what  it  is  impossible  they  can 
believe,  without  being  guilty  of  rebellion  sgainst 
those  ill  whose  fivor  they  would  believe  in  it.  No 
man  c;in  really  apprehend  that  the  GnEM'CHEATon 
of  all  thinsTs  makes  any  more  natural  distinction 
between  a  ting  and  a  beg-g-ar,  than  we  observe  be- 
tween a  couple  of  pismires  of  the  same  ant-hill — 
though  we  must  believe  that  He  holds  each  re- 
sponsibl'-,  according  to  the  opportiniiiy  presented 
of  do'njf  j^ood  or  of '•efraining'from  evil. 

If  tb'-e  fsa  divine  ripht  in  kings  which  descends 
to  their  posterity,  the  naked  truth  is,  that  every 
re  gr.ing  soverai^n  in  Europe  is  an  alien  to  Ood, 
and  an  "usurper:"  for  every  family  has  waded  to 
the  throne  through  blood, — divesting  some  other 
of  the  ri^bt  whi^-h  it  l.ad  to  i'.,  I'  could  not  be  the 
will  of  Heaven  that  t-wo  persons  ever  were  delegat- 
ed by  AicMi'iHTT  Wisdom  to  the  same  office  wliich 
could  be  held  by  one  only.  Yet  priests  were  not 
wanting,  and  still  are  to  be  found  abundantly,  who 
will  prer.ch  up  king  cmy-bvcly,  'f  he  would  pay  them 
well  for  it — and  hence  the  wide-spread  delusion  of 
the  hirman  mind,  which  too  ofien  res-s  itself  upon 
the  cunningly  devised  fables  and  mammon-loving 
opinions  of  others— rejecting  the  ^rowfife  of  think- 
ing for  itself 

Tbe  history  of  England  is  one  of  the  best  expo- 
sitioiis  of  the  nonsense  about  "legitimate  kings" 
that  we  know  of  The  monster  king,  Henry  VHI, 
chief!',  caused  the  "reformation"  because  the  pope 
refused  to  sanction  his  whoredoms,  though  he  had 
dignified  that  base  creature  with  the  title  of  "de- 
fender r>f  the  faith,"  but  a  short  time  before,  for 
vindicating  the  llomisb  religion!  William  III,  a  cold 
blooded  murderer,  ejected  the  lawful  monarch, 
his  kinsman,  by  force  of  arms,  and  his  invasion 
is  called  the  "revolution."  So  the  kings  went  on 
from  the  first  to  the  last.  The  people  acquiescing 
in  any  "divine  right"  which  the  sword  of  man 
could  maintain;  or  denying  it,  as  the  ability  to 
fehake  jtofl',  or  set  at  nought  the  pre-determined 
will  of  GoD,  was  afibrded!!!  Pshaw — tlie  whole 
matter  is  not  worth  the  cost  of  the  ink  expended 
in  writing  the  preceding  lines  about  it. 


Promotion  of  Natural  Science. 

Willi  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  natural  science, 
the  following  is  respectfully  submitted  to  its  vota- 
ries, and  all  others  who  mriv  feel  an  interest,  or  may 
be  disposed  to  aid  tind  assist  in  cultivating  a  know- 
ledge of  a  subject  so  interesting  and  so  highly  im- 
portant. 

Within  til e  widely  extended  limits  of  the  United 
States  of  Arneric'i,  numerous  instances  occur  io 
which  are  presented  to  view,  either  at,  or  far  be- 
neatii  the  surface  of  tiie  earth,  vast  deposits,  com- 
prizivig  a  ser.-fs  unknown,  of  the  remains  of  amphi- 
bia, aquatic,  and  land-animals,  and  of  fossil  vegeta- 
bles,  the  products,  prob.'ibly,  of  the  earliest  ages. 

AtTionij;- iliese,  some  are  imbedded  in  coal,  and  in 
argillaciou:i  slate;  such  as  f.shes  and  vegetables — 
Others  arc  incased,  or  cemented  in  rocks,  such  as 
fossil  shells  of  nvimerous  kinds.  Others,  such  as 
quadrupeds  of  different  kinds,  are  left  to  moulder 
beneatli  iinmense  deposits  of  alluvion,  that,  more  or 
less,  prevails  in  various  parts  of  this  continent. 

Among  tliese  instances  no  one  presents  a  more 
interesting  field,  or  a  more  promising  source  of  ra- 
tional gratification  to  tiie  contemplative  and  philo- 
sophic mind,  than  the  great  alluvial  district,  (so 
called)  skirting  the  borders  of  our  Atlantic  coast. 


—I',  is  to  tliis  district,  that  the  attention  of  its  li- 
beral and  enlightened  inhabitants  is  at  present  par- 
tictdarly  invited. 

Tliis  district  extends  from  Long  Island,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  almost  or  quite  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  of  Mexico;  .ind  is  bounded  on  the  nortb, 
through  a  great  part  of  its  extent,  by  a  granitic 
ridge,  which  commeaces  at  Long-Island,  and,  in- 
clining to  a  southwest  direction,  passes  through 
the  states  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
district  of  Columbia,  at,  or  near  George-town, 
through  Virginia,  in  which  it  crosses  the  Koanoke 
at  Halifax,  and  so  on  probably  into  Georgia — The 
whole  extent  of  country  below,  or  south  of  this 
line,  is  one  widely  extended  tract  of  alluvial  for- 
mation, and  which  constitutes,  in  a  philosophic 
point  of  view,  one  of  the  most  interesting  districts 
in  the  world;  as  it  may  justly  be  s^id,  to  be  an  im- 
mense cabinet  of  natural  history;  one  vast  tomb 
of  probably,  antedeluvian  remains;  for  throughout  a 
very  large  propor'.i'ja  of  its  extent,  are  found,  on 
digging  for  wells  ai;d  other  purposes,  the  moulder- 
ing rclicks  of  various  kinds  of  animals  and  fishes  of 
an  enormous  size,  and  of  species  unknown  at  the 
present  day;  of  animals  and  vegetables  petrified, 
and  im»ny  other  substances  highly  interesting  in 
natural  history — Not  only  are  they  dug  up  from  a 
considerable  depth  in  the  earth,  but  in  many  places 
they  are  washed  out  of  the  banks  by  the  current 
of  rivers,  and  left  at  low  water  on  their  shores,  ex- 
posed and  unheeded. 

While  the  voia;ies  of  science  in  Europe  are  busi- 
ed in  exploring  the  hidden  subterraneous  recesses 
of  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum  in  search  of  specimens 
of  Uie  arts,  with  a  view  to  determine  the  state  of 
refinement  and  civilization  among  an  ancient  peo- 
jde;  while  a  Cuvier  and  a  Rrogniart  (and  many 
otliers,  in  like  cases,  in  different  parts  of  Europe) 
are  contemplating  perpendicular  sections  of  the 
great  basin  of  Paris,  and  the  fossil  deposits  of  or- 
ganic remains  therein  contained,  with  a  view  to 
trace  up  the  order,  gradation  and  succession  of 
events  that  have  occurred  on  our  globe;  these  in- 
teresling  remains,  that  are  sought  after  with  an 
enthusiastic  avidity,  for  the  cabinets  of  Europe; 
these  "medals  of  creation,"  so  profusely  distributed 
in  the  district  above  mentioned,  have  hitherto 
been  considered,  (except  in  a  few  instances)  as  un- 
worthy of  notice. — But  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  these  opportimities 
will  not  be  disregarded  av  neglected;  when  those 
objects  which  bear,  in  legible  characters,  "the  im- 
press of  Dtity,"  and  which  teach  man,  "to  look 
from  nature  up  to  nature's  God,"  shall  become  more 
generally  a  source  of  investigation  and  rational 
amusement. 

An  association  has  recently  been  formed  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  whose  chief  purpose  is  to  im- 
prove and  cultivate  a  knowledge  of  all  objects 
pertaining  to  natural  history;  to  collect  and  pre- 
serve specimens  of  each  kind;  and  in  particular  to 
rescue  from  total  destruction,  specimens  of  the 
remains  above  alluded  to. 

To  accomplish  tiiese  objects,  this  association 
earnestly  solit  ily  the  generous  co-operation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  above  district  and  of  any  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States,  and  requests  that  whene- 
ver an  opportunity  oilers,  they  would  preserve  and 
transmit  to  the  association,  specimens  of  fossil  or- 
ganic remains,  such  as  of  animals  either  whole,  or 
in  part;  fossil  remains,  or  impressions  of  fishes;  of 
shells  either  whole  and  separate,  or  in  concretions, 
or  masses  cemented  together;  of  all  pe;rifactions 
of  animals  or  vegetables,  and,  where  abundant,  du- 
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plicate  and  triplicate  specimens  will  be  acceptable. 
It  is  further  requested  thst  all  articles  so  tran--- 
miited,  parlioularly  those  of  a  fratjlle  and  delicate 
nature,  inny  be  carefully  pt^cked  I'.p  with  a  view 
to  prevent  their  being  broken  or  otherwise  mutila 
ted  by  transportation— Also,  a  brief  description  of 
their  localities;  as  the  place  where  found;  and,  (if 
organic  rennains,)  the  consistence  or  nature  of  the 
soil,  whether  sand,  clay,  marie,  &.c.  The  depth 
at  wliich  tliey  were  below  the  surf:(ce  of  the  earth; 
whether  accompanied  by  other  mineral  or  fossil 
substances;  whether  in  high  or  low  land,  and  the 
probable  depth,  either  below  or  above  the  level  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  society;   and  yielded  risinsj 


iiun — Tlie  great  principle  of  improvement;  may  it 
penetrate  every  county  in  the  state,  and  every  state 
in  the  uni'.-n." 

"There  is  one  circumstance  which  indicates  the 
interest  Mr.  Le  Hay  takes  in  the  welf-U-e  of  tl'.e 
society,  and  shows  clearly  t!;e  liberality  of  its  mem- 
bers.— Mr.  Le  Hay  having  presented  to  the  society 
an  ox  as  a  candidate  for  tlie  premium  on  the  best 
fat  ox — his  ox  weighed  rising  2,000  lbs. — He  ob- 
tained the  premium — after  iiuving  received  the 
premium,  that  gentleman  presented  to  the  society 
the  ox.     He  was  killed  and  sold  at  pul)lic  aucli'in 


600  dollars.  So  great  an  anxiety  was  excited 
among  the  members  to  increase  the  fu!ids  of  the 
society,  that  some  of  the  beef  was  actually  bid  ofF 
at  S2«  per.  lb." 

Tlie  Otaego  cattle  show  and  f;^ir  was  held  on  tha 
6lh  and  7ih  of  October,  inst.  Every  thing  was  con- 
ducted with  useful  pomp  and  pleasing  ceremony. 
The  assemMage  of  people  was  numerous,  and  com- 
posed of  the  best  blood  of  the  neighboring  country — 
ihe  productive  classes;  though  "distiiijMiished  per- 
sons" were  not  wanting.     The  "fiirmers*  holiday'* 

^    _      _  was  happily  enjoyed the  exhibit  of  animals,  va- 

lately  held,  are  necessarily  brief,  and  can  hardly    rious  products  ot  agriculture  and  manufactures,  was 


the  sea,  or  tide  water. 

Contributions  of  this  kind  directed  to  James  W. 
McCulloh,  esq.  Baltimore,  will  be  thankfully  ac- 
knowledged. HORACE  H.  IIAYDEN, 

Secretary  of  the   Baltimore  physical  association. 

V.  S.  Editors  in  general,  friendly  to  the  promo- 
tion of  natural  science,  will  confer  an  obligation, 
by  giving  the  above  an  insertion. 


Agricultural  Societies. 

The  foUowidg  noi.ce  vjf  «ome  of  the  cattle  shows, 


answer  any  other  purpose  than  to  shew  their  ex 
istence  and  condition.     The  details  would  fill  ma- 
ny ptges  of  the  Rebisteii.     It  may  be  wtll  to  ob- 
serve,  ttat  at  each  of  these  shows  a  great  variety 
of  domestic,  family,  manufactures  were  exhibited 
of  singular  beauty   and   very    superior  quality. 
Col.  Taylor's  [of  Caroline]  address  to  the  agri- 
cultural society  of  Virginin,  is  intended  to  be 
given  at  letigth  in  our  next  paper. 
The   annual  cattle  show  w.is  held  in  Berkshire, 
IMass.  on  the  7th  October.    This  must  be  consider- 
ed  as    the  parent  institution  of  about  fifty  others, 
which  now   exist   in  the   Uaited  States— and  the 
names  of  its  founders  are  dear  to  the  patriotic 
heart;  for  sweet  are  tiie  works  of  peace.     The  dis- 
play of  animals,  products  of  agriculture  and  of  do- 
mestic maaufaclures,  far  exceeding  that  of  any  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  annual  cattle  show,  and  a  ploughing  match, 
took  place  at  iin;§-/iio?/,  Mass.  on  the  14th  and  15lh 
inst.  and  premiums  were  distributed  as  usual.  The 
power  and  utility  of  the  ox,  for  the  purposes  of 
agriculture,  was  amply  displayed  oi>  this  occasion; 
and  a  general  spirit  of  noble  rivalry  was  manifested 
which  must  be  prsductive  of  great  good  to  the 
neighboring  country.  Nine  fat  oxen  were  exhibit- 
ed,  whose  live  weight  were  respectively  us  follows — 
Cireiit  Chapin  ox,  not  oilered  for  premium  27'84 

Benjamin  Warren's  ox,  2475 

Luke  Fikk's,  of  Waitham,  2449 

Itufus  Marble's,  of  Sutton,  1st  premium,  2o89 

Luke  ri,<k's,  2d  preiuium,  2297 

Edward  Wijitman's,  of  Slow,  od  premium,        2295 
Jonas  White  and  son's,  2047 

do,  do.  1986 

John  Perley's,  District  of  Maine,  1825 

The  first  cattle  show  and  fair  of  JeJJ'tvson  county, 
N.  Y.  was  held  at  Watertown  on  the  2«tli  and  29lh 
Sept.  last.  Gov.  Clinton  and  many  other  distin- 
guislied  visitors  were  present.  Afier  an  examina- 
tion of  the  cattle,  and  witnessingaplouglnng  match, 
the  company  marched  in  procession  to  ilie  court, 
house,  where  among  the  exercises,  gov.  Clinton  fa 
vored  the  audience  with  an  itppropriaie  ad  dress.  The 
premiums  were  awarded  next  day,  and  the  rnLiiib^rs 
of  the  s(/ciety,  wilii  their  guests,  then  purtook  of  a 
well  furnished  dinner,  at  wliich  many  good  toasts 
were  drank:  among  tke.Ti  the  foUuwing— "imu/rt- 


extensive  and  highly  interesting;  and  premiums  were 
liberally  distriDuted.  Rlkaiiah  Watson,  (clnrnin  et 
venerabile  jiomen)  delivered  m  appropriate  address 
—  Gov.  Clinton,  also  pronounced  one  in  fuvor  of 
agriculture — and  the  ceremonies  conchided  with 
'•Hail  Columbia,"  from  a  fine  band  of  music;  except 
that  in  the  evening,  with  "light  fantastic  Ice"  and 
joyous  heart,  the  people  met  in  the  ball-room. 

TUe  Cheshire  (N.  H.)  cattle  show  and  fair  was 
held  on  the  7th  inst.  It  was  attended  by  a  great 
concourse  of  the  people,  and  premiums  were  award- 
ed for  various  animals  of  superior  excellence,  and 
for  many  articles  of  excellent  domestic  manufac- 
ture; as  well  as  for  sundry  products  of  agriculture^ 
This  meeting  has  been  emphatically  <:aHe;!  "a  proud 
day  for  the  farmers."  The  Rockinqhum  Agricul- 
tural Society  held  its  meeting  on  the  I5th  inst. 

Hartford  fCon.J  cattle  fair  and  show. — From 
2000  1.O2500  substantial  farmers  attended  on  this  in- 
teresting occasion  on  the  l4th  inst.  'i'he  number 
and  variety  of  fine  cattle  exhibited  far  exceeded 
the  exjiectations  of  the  public.  Mmy  articles  of 
domestic  manufacture  were  produced,  some  of 
which  were  of  a  superior  quality.  A  ploughing 
match  took  place  and  premiums  were  distributed. 
Several  farms  had  been  viewed,  and  some  light 
thrown  on  the  subject  of  rotation  of  crops. 

Cheiuwgo  County. — An  iigriculturnl  society  has 
been  organized  in  the  county  c,f  Chenango,  N.  Y. 
and  Uri  Tracy,  esq.  elected  president. 

The  first  annual  cattle  show  and  exlubit  of  do' 
mestic  manufactures,  was  held  in  Oneida  county, 
N.Y.  onthelst  inst.  After  apiiroptiate  exercises 
in  the  church,  the  premiums  were  declared— 200 
dJ(jlomas  for  membersliip  were  delivered.  I'iie 
assembly  was  very  numerous  and  respectable;  il\e 
ceremonies  pleasing.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  the  address  of  the  executive  council  of  thi^  .so- 
ciety to  the  public,  after  the  coiiclusion  of  the  siiow: 
"We  must  be  permitted  to  d'.veii  t^or  a  r.^oment 
on  the  pleasing  spectacle  which  or.  that  d?.y  ])re- 
scnied  i*seif  to  the  eye  of  the  philc^opiicr  and 
pliihmlhropi.st.  Here  was  seen  a  number  of  inde- 
pendent and  respectable  farmers  (proprietors  of 
the  .soil  they  culljvaif.)  marciiing  to;j;fciher  to  lite 
liou:ie  of  prayer,  v^i^.eie,  after  the  DiviuUj  vvas  i;)-. 
voked  to  smile  upon  their  labors,  the}  proceeded  to 
reward  and  encourage  the  industry  of  some  wor- 
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ihy  neighbor  ^^'ho  had  succeeded  in  raising  the 
greatest  quantity  of  food  for  mail  from  a  certain 
space  of  ground — to  one  who  had  excelled  in  the 
practice  of  the  first  and  best  of  all  arts;  an  art 
\vhich  is  the  nursings  mother  of  all  others  and  on 
which  is  based  the  structure  of  civilized  society. 
The  fairer  part  of  creation  had  also  the!  r  claims  at- 
tended to,  and  those  who  had  excelled  in  tlie  labors 
of  the  wheel  and  loom,  met  with  due  encourage- 
ment. 

The  business  of  the  day  over— behold  the  fiirmers 
r.f  Oneida  county,  like  a  band  of  brethren,  seating' 
themselves  at  a  table  loaded  with  ricli  and  nourish- 
ing- vi  inds,  the  products  of  their  own  fields  and  gar- 
dens, served  up  in  a  style  that  did  honor  to  their 
Jiost.  Here  they  make  liba'ions,  not  in  the  costly 
^.nd  maddening  foreig-n  poisons,  but  in  the  spark- 
ling-juices  of  their  own  orchards,  in  taste  and  ap- 
))earance  greatly  superior  to  much  of  the  trash  mis- 
named wine.  Around  the  same  board  was  met,  for 
♦  !ie  first  time,  many  of  those  worthy  and  enterpris- 
ing men  whose  industry  and  perseverance  had  res- 
cued a  fair  and  fertile  portion  of  the  state  from  the 
condition  of  a  dreary  wilderness,  where  nothing 
was  formerly  heard  b\it  the  howling  of  the  wolf; 
Avhere  no  moving  creature  arrested  the  eye,  except 
perchance  the  bounding  deer,  the  rude  bear  or 
ruthless  savage.  The  walls  of  the  same  room  con- 
tained, fiir  the  first  time,  not  a  few  of  those  meu 
l»efore  whose  strokes  the  stoutest  sons  of  the  forest 
had  fallen — men  who  had  converted  the  gloomy 
woods  into  fields  waving  with  luxuriant  harvests; 
men  who  had  changed  the  noisome  swamp,  emana- 
ting pestilence  and  death,  into  rich  meadow  clothed 
with  thick  and  verdant  herbage.  Tliese  men  were 
the  instruments,  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  of  ef- 
fecting the  new  creation  that  has  risen  up  to  our 
view.  AVherethe  forsaken  wigwam  used  to  shelter 
the  weary  traveller,  now  appears  the  cheerfid,  con- 
T'enientand  often  tinnes  splendil  mansion.  Instead 
of  the  shriek  of  death  or  the  horrid  war  whoop, 
that  sometimes  echoed  down  the  vale,  the  ear  now 
listens  with  rapture  toalnvost  seraphic  hosannas  to 
the  HigV'est.  Here  for  the  first  time,  were  conven- 
ed m  brotherly  love  and  union,  men  of  all  opinions. 
The  demon  of  party  discord  heaved  a  deep  «;igh  at 
the  siglit — he  sunk  in  despair — whilst  the  benevo- 
lent eye  of  Oinnipotence  mi^ht  conlempiate  with 
complacency  such  an  assemblage." 


Com.  Perry  and  Capt.  Heath. 

FROM  A  KJRW  TOHK  PAPER. 

Statement  of  the  proceedings  groiuin^  out  of  the  al- 
tercation bet-ween  commodore  Perry  and  captain 
Jfeuth. 

Commodore  Perry,  in  consequence  of  having  re- 
reived  a  communication  from  captain  He.'tth  in 
XiMioue  Island,  on  which  the  civil  authorities  of  that 
fctate  jjrevenled  Iiim  from  acting,  v/as  induced  to 
j^o  on  to  Washington  on  the  10th  of  October  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  to  captain  Heath  the  salis- 
f;ictlon  which  lie  had  demanded.  The  absence 
of  liis  previoiialy  engaged  friend,  commodore  De- 
ratur,  whom  he  had  passed  on  the  road,  rendered 
it  necessary  that  he  should  resort  to  the  inter- 
vention of  another  friend  for  a  time,  that  the  in- 
tention of  liis  visit  might  be  communicated  to  cap- 
<iin  Heath.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  tlie 
following  preliminary  arrangements  were  agreed 
tipon  between  majni'  Hamilton,  on  the  part  of  com- 
modore  Perry,  and  lieut.  Uesha,  on  the  part  of  cap- 
tain Heath. 
1st.  U  is  understood  that  com.  Perry  h  to  pro- 


ceed 10  Pliiladelphia,  or  its  vicinity,  by  the  route 
of  Baltimore,  where  he  is  to  remain  until  the  arrival 
of  capt.  Heath's  friend. 

2d.  That  cant.  Heuh  is  to  proceed  by  the  way 
of  Frederick  and  York  to  Pidladelpbia,  and  to  re- 
main in  the  suburbs  until  the  arr:^n^w:aents  are 
made  for  a  meeting  between  himself  and  com.  Per- 
ry— his  name  not  to  be  on  the  stage  bills. 

od.  Lieut  Desha  and  major  Hamilton  are  to 
meet  at  Renshaw's,  on  Wednesday,  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Newcastle  boat. 

4th.  That  the  meeting  between  coti.  Perry  and 
capt.  Heath  is  to  take  place  on  Saturday  morning, 
or  as  soon  after  as  praciicable. 

IVashingtnn  City,  Oct.  12.  1818, 

Endorsed  on  this  preliminary  arrangement  was 
the  following  note: 

Capt.  Perry  desires  it  to  be  expressly  under- 
stood, that  in  according  to  capt  Heath  the  personal 
.'^A.tisfaction  he  has  de'nandecl,  he  has  beer,  influ- 
enced entirely  by  a  sense  cf  v.lat  he  considers  due^ 
front  him  as  an  atonement  to  the  violated  rules  ot 
the  service,  and  not  bv  any  considerations  of  the 
claims  which  captain  Heath  may  have  for  making 
such  a  d!;mand,  wMch  he  totally  denies,  as  such 
claims  have  been  f^irfeited  by  the  measures  of  a 
public  character  v/hich  capt.  Heath  has  adopted 
towards  him.  If,  therefore,  the  civil  authority 
shotdd  produce  an  inopossibility  of  a  meeting  at 
the  time  and  place  designated,  of  which  he  will  take 
every  precaution  to  rirevent,  he  will  consider  him- 
self absolutely  exonerated  from  any  responsibility 
to  captain  Heath  touching  their  present  cause  of 
difference. 

(Signed)  J.  HAMILTON,  .Tun. 

Cfor  captain  PerrV-J 

AppiiovFr— (Signed)  R.  M    DESHA- 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing,  the  parties  as- 
sembled at  Pliiladelpliia,  and  major  Hamilton  there 
transferred  the  above  memorandum  to  commodore 
Decatur,  introducing  to  him,  at  ^h^  same  time, 
lieut.  Desha,  as  the  friend  of  captain  Heath,  when 
the  following  arrangements  were  m^de: 

PiiiLAPELvniA,  14th  Oct,  1818. 
Memorandum  nf  preliminary   arrangements   between 

commodore  Decatur,  on  the  part  of  captain  Perry^ 

and  liculcnani  Desha,  on  the  part  of  captain  Heath. 

1st.  That  it  is  understood  that  captain  Perry  ap.d 
his  friend  are  to  proceed  to  New-York,  or  its  vici- 
nity, where  he  is  to  remain  untdthe  arrival  of  cap- 
t>»ii)  Heath,  or  until  the  p.iriod  which  is  named  in 
this  paper  fiir  their  meeting. 

2d.  That  captain  Heath,  with  his  friend,  are  tO 
follow  and  remain  at  some  convenient  point  on  the 
Jersey  shore,  near  the  city  of  New  Y'ork,  and  to 
give  information  after  their  arrival  to  captain  Per- 
ry's friend,  where  auch  arrangements  will  be  made 
as  mav  be  deemed  necessary. 

3d.''J'he  parties  to  be  on  the  point  specified,  and 
the  notification  required  by  the  2d  article,  given 
prior  to  the  approaching  Monday,  the  19th. 

The  parties' acc'irdiiigly  met  on  Monday,  the 
19th  inst,  at  12  o'clock, 'on  the  Jersey  shore  of  the 
Hudson,  wliere  captain  Perry  received  the  fire  of 
captain  Heath  without  returning  it,  when  commo- 
dore  Decatur  immediately  stepped  forward  and  de- 
clared, that  commodore  Perry  had  come  to  the 
ground  with  a  determination  not  to  rettun  the  fire 
of  captain  Heath,  in  proof  of  which  he  read  a  letter 
from  commodore  Pevry  to  him,  whif.h  he  had  writ- 
ten, (and  which  is  herewith  subjoined)  soliciting 
him  to  become  his  friend;  and,  therefore,  he  pre- 
sumed tlie  party  aggrieved  was  satisfied.  Oaotain 
Heath  having  expressed  his  acquiescence  i^i  this 
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opinion,  and  that  the  injury  he  had  received  from 
captain  Perry  was  atoned  for,  tlae  parties  returned 
to  llie  citv. 

We  do 'hereby  certify  tlie  foregoing  is  a  correct 

(Signed)        STEPHEN  DECATUR- 
R.  M.  DESHA. 

Letter  from  commodore  Perry,  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing,  to  commmlore  Decatur: 

Washington,  January  18, 1818. 
f,  Jttt/  dear  commodore— You  are  already  acquainted 
with  the  unfortunate  affair  which  has  taken  place 
between  capt.  Heath  and  myself..  Although  1  con- 
sider, from  the  course  he  has  thought  proper  to 
pursue,  that  I  am  absolved  from  all  accountability 
to  him,  yet,  as  1  did,  in  a  moment  of  irritation, 
])roduced  by  strong  provocation,  raise  my  hand 
against  a  person  honored  with  a  commission,  1  have 
determined,  upon  mature  reflection,  to  give  him  a 
meeting,  should  he  call  on  me;  declaring,  at  the 
same  time,  that  1  cannot  consent  to  return  Isis  fire, 
as  the  meeting,  on  my  part,  will  be  entirely  as  an 
atonement  for  tiie  violated  rules  of  the  service.  1 
request,  therefore,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  ac 
as  my  friend  on  tliis  occasion.  Very  truly,  vour 
friend,  ,  O.  H.  PERRY. 

Com.  Stephes  Dkcatuh. 

Thus  has  terminated  this  unpleasant  difference, 
and,  as  it  has  created  cansideraijle  sensation 
throughout  the  union,  the  publication  of  the  for?- 
going  documents  are  deemed  necessary. 


Foreign  Articles. 


E^GtAflll)    &.C. 

Sir  James  L.  Yeo  lately  died  of  aliver  complaint. 

A  London  paper  says — "Two  montlis  have  now 
elapsed  since  the  Manchester  spinners  have  volun- 
tarily deprived  themselves  of  supporting  them- 
selves and  their  families.  In  number,  it  is  comput- 
ed, they  amoimt  to  nearly  fifteen  thousand.  Let 
any  person  calculate  the  sura  necessary  to  support 
such  a  body  of  people  for  such  a  period,  even  with 
the  most  spare  economy,  and  then  reflect  how  com- 
pletely the  system  must  be  organised  which  ena- 
bles them  to  persist  in  their  designs.  At  6d.  per 
day  each,  the  sum  would  amount  to  "75/  a  day;  and 
for  two  months  to  23,000/.  At  Is  per  day,  it  would 
of  course,  be  double.  Where  is  this  sum  procured.? 
I^et  it  also  be  remembered,  that  the  same  system 
may  be  rendered  applicable  to  projects  of  a  much 
more  serkus  character  than  the  present  appears  to 
be.  But  were  it  even  always  confined  to  its  office 
as  an  auxiliary  in  extorting  from  the  mister  manu- 
facturers such  Wages  as  the  laborers  choose  to  de- 
mand, v/e  cannot  imagine  a  scheme  more  pregnant 
with  mischievous  consequences." 

A  London  paper  of  the  5th  September  announces 
the  return  to  that  country  of  Mr.  Incledon,  the  ce- 
lebrated vocalist,  thus:  Mr.  Incledon  is  arrived  in 
Liverpool  from  America.  He  has  realised,  it  is 
•aid,  by  his  trans-atlantic  expedition,  upwards  of 
Z3000." 

An  old  naval  officer  expresses  the  greatest  satis- 
faction on  hearing  that  the  i^vsi  lord  of  the  admiral- 
ty is  about  to  be  appointed  governor  general  of  In- 
dia, and  only  regrets,  that  the  noble  lord  was  not 
promoted  to  that  high  office,  previous  to  the  last 
»/lmerican  ivnr. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  a   stupendous  bridge  ot 

castiroi),  upon  the  principal  of  suspension,  over  the 

"  liver  Forth,  at  Qiieensferry.     The    length   of  the 

bridge  to  be  one  furlong,  and  its  height  nmety  feet 

above  stream  tide, 


Several  new  frigates  on  a  large  sc«le,  are  now 
building  at  the  several  dock  yards.  The  Ameri- 
cans  have  led  the  way  in  constmciing  ships  of  war 
of  that  class,  which  have  been  found  to  be  more 
useful  and  nearly  as  formidable  as  some  ships  of 
the  Ime. 

It  is  said  to  be  intended  to  rf'duce  tlte  British' 
army  25,000  men,  on  the  returti  of  the  troops  from 
Frtnce. 

Between  5  and  600  criminals  were  supposed  to 
be  in  confinement  for  trial,  at  the  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bniley,  which   was  approaching. 

An  insolvent  in  London,  experienced  much  diffi- 
culty in  getting  his  certificate  of  disc'iarge,  because 
when  ifi  busi'iess,  he  squandered  19^  in  law  ex- 
penses in  resisting  a  just  debt  of  13/.  10«. 

A  speculation  in  tobacco  has  taken  place  in  Eng- 
land, on  a  calculation  that  the  supply  would  not  be 
as  adeqiute  as  usual  to  tiie  consumption. 

It  is  said  the  Typhus  fever  was  increasing  in  Ire- 
land. 

It  is  mentioned  that  the  British  government  have 
sent  two  frigates  to  sea,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
cruizing  to  protect  British  merchant  vessels  from 
rovoiutior.ary  privateers. 

The  British  reveiv.ie  for  this  year  is  estimated  at 
eight  million  of  dollars  more  than  that  of  1817. 

The   following  is  the  amount  of  revenue  deriv- 
ed fioni  new-papers: — 
Nevspaper   stamps  for  the  whole        I.        s.    d 

kingdom  of  England  .363,414     3     4 

Duties  on  adverti^.ements  for  ditto    110,941     6    6 
Newspaper    stamps    for  the   whole 

kingdom  of  Scotland  20,281  12  10 

Duties  on  advertisements  for  ditto      14,017     7     0 


Total  506,654    9    8 

^^ good  notion.  Cast  iron  churches,  houses,  bridg- 
es, &c.  &c.  are  quite  the  fashion  at  England 
ht(S  been  suggested  that  a  cast  iron  king,  or  prince 
regent,  with  a  suitable  number  of  princes  and  prin- 
cesses, would  be  the  summit  of  perfection  in  works 
of  iron!  They  would  not  cost  much  and  might  last 
fur  centuries;  and  in  every  respect,  as  being  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country,  do  exactly  as  luell  as  the 
present  reigning  family  of  the  Guelphs— having 
almost  equally  with  them  wills  of  their  own — judg- 
ment and  discretion! 

English  intolerance  in  the  19th  century — The  uni- 
versity ot  Cambridge  has  recently  been  much  agi- 
tat*:d  on  the  subject  of  the  nomination  of  a  profes- 
sor. Sir  J.  B.  Snaith,  a  most  learned  botanist,  had 
been  called  to  the  chair  of  titat  science  which  he 
cultivated  with  so  much  success.  But  when  he 
wished  to  commence  his  professional  duties,  intole- 
rance discovered  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England.  This  alarming  discovery  was 
immediately  promulgated  amongst  his  colleagues, 
eighteen  of  whom  signed  a  protest  against  his  no- 
mination. In  vain  did  the  president  of  the  Linnean 
society  undertake  the  defence  of  proscssor  Smith, 
and  attempt  to  prove  that  Botany  had  nothing  to 
do  with  religious  belief;  the  doctors  of  the  univer- 
sity being  of  a  contrary  opinion,  insisted  on  dismiss- 
ing the  professor,  and  intolerance  gained  the  cause!^ 

M  r.  Gaz. 

Antiqidties.  Mr.  Bullock,  of  the  museum,  with 
ap.-ot  of  his  family,  lately  sailed  in  the  cutter  Eli, 
zabetli,  on  a  voyage  of  investigation  to  the  tiiifre- 
quented  isles  in  the  north  of  Europe.  In  Sandy, 
one  of  the  Orkney  isles  he  visited,  the  sand  has 
lately  been  blown  away  to  the  depUi  of  twenty  feet, 
and  lias  discovered  the  remains  of  buildings  of  vast 
-uttiquiiy,    enclosed   by  stone  walls    nearly   hMfa 
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mile  in  extent;  some  of  the  iiouses  are  very  large, 
and  roofed  with  stone  of  prodigious  size.  There 
are  several  circular  tuoiuli,  each  containing  three 
graves,  none  of  which  are  more  than  four  feet  six 
inches  long,  Tliere  is  not  tlie  slightest  tradition 
tliat  can  throw  any  light  on  these  curious  remains, 
^vbich  have  yet  been  very  slightly  investigated. 

London  papsr. 

BHITIPH  DEBT. 

The  interest  of  the  puMic  funded  debt 
of  Great  Rritain,  exclusive  of  the  Irish 
debt  Dayable  in  England,  was,  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1816,  afier  deduct- 
ing the  sinking  fund     -         -         -         /25,997,494 

The  interest  of  the  Irish  debt  on  the  5th 
of  Jan.  1816,  after  deducting  the  sink- 
ing fund,  was  (in  British  money)  -        3,709,824 


29,70r,3l8 
The  interest  of  the  funded  debt  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  after  deducting 
the  sinking  fund,  was  on  5th  January, 
,    1313. 29,310,363 

Less  than  in  1816.  ^396,955 

But  then,  at  the  first  of  these  periods, 
the  tipfunded  debt  of  Great  Britain 
an:iountc;d  to        -        -        -        -        48,725,359 
The  unfunded  debt  of  Ireland  (British)     2,523,579 


51,248,938 
AVIiereas,  at  the  latter  period,  the  tin- 
funded  ofGreat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  than  66,681,623 


Amount  by  wiiich  the  unfunded  debt  of 

1818,  exceeds  that  of  1816.  -         15,432,688 

So  that  the   interest  of  the  additional  unfunded 

debt  is   conbiderably  more  than  the  diminution  of 

the  interest  of  the  funded  debt. 

FUANCE. 

A  decree  of  the  French  government  has  ordered 
the  enrolment  of  80,000  men  from  the  diHerent  de- 
p.trtments,  from  which  40,000  were  to  be  detailed 
for  active  service,  and  distributed  among  the  86 
French  legions. 

The  opinion  is  very  general  that  the  "army  of 
occupalion"  will  be  withdrawn  fi-om  France  at  the 
meeting  of  the  "legitimate  congress." 

The  grants  of  estates  in  Westphalia  during  the 
r^ign  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  have  been  annulled,  and 
the  estates  ordered  to  be  restored  to  their  original 
pro])rietors. 

'i'iie  king  of  France  has  given  a  pension  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Jiouse  in  which  Joan  of  Arc  was 
horn;  and  the  cliildren  of  the  proprietor  are  to  be 
etlucated  at  the  public  expense.  The  government 
have  bought  the  house,  and  intend  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment on  the  spot.     Joan  was  born  in  1412. 

Some  Frencli  "Cushmeer  Shawls,"  sent  from 
France  to  Turkey,  are  said  to  have  sold  well. 

NArOLKON   BUNAPAUTE. 

An  English  paper  says — "We  have  it  from  the 
highest  authority,  that  it  is  the  declared  purpose 
of  the  emperor  Alexander,  the  moment  the  con- 
gress commences  its  sitting  at  Aix  la-Chapelle,  to 
insist  on  Bonaparte's  being  allowed  to  return  to 
Europe,  and  either  to  live  in  England  as  a  prisoner 
of  wur  on  his  parole;  or  should  our  government  re- 
fuse its  assent  to  this  proposition,  at  all  events  to 
insist  upon  his  removal  forthwith  from  the  barren 
rock  upon  which  he  is  at  present  confined." 

SPAIJf. 

••TAe  Ijitsy  iMte  of  preparaiion."^    It  is  stated  that 


gen.   O'Donnel  has  arrived  express  at  Cadiz  from 
Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  z«3frt«%  proceeding  tr» 
South  .\merica.  with  17,000  men,  to  look  down  all 
opposition!!      What  a  story. 
Note — Delivered  ihe  12th  of  June  last,  by  the  cabinet 

of  JMadrid,  to  the  high  allied  po'wers,  relative  to  ihe 

situation  of  South  America. 

Since  the  time  thnt  unfortunate  event, by  a  natural 
corsequence,  communicated  tiie  revolutionary  germ 
to  Spanish  America,  and  caused  to  break  out  in 
these  countries  deplorable  efforts  to  effect  the  se- 
paration of  subjects  from  their  legitimate  sovereign, 
his  Catholic  majesty  took  for  the  invariable  rule  of 
his  conduct  the  following  principles: 

1.  To  employ, all  the  me:»ns,  that  depend  upon 
human  wisdom,  to  bring  back  those  who  have 
strayed  from  the  path  of  order  and  obedience, 
by  using  as  much  mildness  and  as  little  rigor  as 
possible. 

2.  To  seek  in  the  diplomatic  relations  a  political 
mean  to  attain  this  object.  The  revolutionary  en- 
frnnchisement  of  South  America,  on  its  return 
under  its  lawful  rule,  presents,  in  fact,  to  the  politi- 
cal world,  considerations  of  such  great  weight,  they 
deserve  that  the  eyes  of  Europe  should  fix  them- 
selves upon  conjunctures,  whicli  may  bring  about  a 
new  order  of  things  in  its  political  and  commercial 
relations. 

The  united  efforts  of  the  principal  European  pow. 
ers  have  already  annihilated  that  disastrous  system 
which  nursed  the  Jimericnn  revolution,-  but  it  remains 
still  for  them  to  stifle  this  system  iji  the  same  America, 
■where  its  effects  are  of  the  most  serious  nature.  His 
c^ttholic  majesty  having  never  lost  sight  of  the  two 
principles  above  mentioned,  and  being  still  ani- 
mated with  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  efTusion 
of  blood  and  devastations,  the  deplorable  conse- 
quences of  a  war  of  the  kind,  only  waited  for  an 
opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  the  high  allied 
powers  to  a  subject,  which  several  times  has  been 
made  the  foundation  of  notes  which  have  been  de- 
livered to  them,  and/ecently  of  negociations  enter- 
ed upon  in  so  friendly  a  manner  with  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent  of  Great  Britain. 

The  insurrection  of  Pernambuco  made  a  lively 
impression  upon  his  Catholic  majesty,   and  at  the  ■ 
moment  when  he  wished  to  recommend  this  event 
to  the  attention  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  it  was  ne-  . 
cessary  to  demonstrate  its  direct  relation  with  the 
general  interest. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  his  ma. 
jesty  received  the  answers  from  the  high  allied 
powers.  They  opened  the-.way  to  very  important 
negociaiions,  and  induced  the  powers  to  interfere 
in  the  unfortunate  circumstances  in  which  America 
finds  itself,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves 
of  all  the  means  of  wisdom  and  vigor  calculated 
to  bring  the  revolted  countries  to  submission, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  immorality  and  politicai 
contagion  which  such  an  order  of  things  presents. 

To  follow  up  the  first  steps,  so  happily  com- 
menced, his  majesty  thinks  the  moment  is  ar- 
rived when  he  should  explain,  in  a  'categorical 
and  solemn  manner,  to  his  high  allies,  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  laid  down  for  himself,  to  ef- 
fect the  good  which  he  proposes  to  himself,  and 
such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  seniimenla 
of  humanity. 

In  consequence,  in  referring  to  the  overtures 
which  have  already  been  made,  iiis  majesty  declares 
this  day,  that  such  are  the  points  on  whicli  he  is  in- 
variably fixed: 

1.  A  general  amnesty  for  all  the  insurgents  a$  ' 
soan  as  they  have  oubmitted. 
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2.  Adraission  of  A'«ierit-ans<  endowed  with  tbt 
proper  qualifications,  to  all  empleyments,  in  com- 
mon wilJi  the  European  Spaniards. 

3.  A  commercial  regulation  of  these  provinces 
with  foreign  states  upon  free  principles,  and  con- 
formable with  the  present  polilieal  situation  of 
these  counUies  and  of  Kuropp. 

3.  A  sincere  dispoiirion  on  thepart  of  Iiis  catho- 
lic msjeaty  to  promote  all  the  .xieasures  which,  iu 
the  com-se  of  the  negocialious  may  be  proposed  to 
him  by  tJ)e  high  allies,  and  shall  be  compatible 
with  his  rights  and  dignity. 

His  iijajesiy  is,  thereforo,  persuaded,  that  noth- 
ing further  opposes  itself  to  the  opening  of  ne- 
gociations,  upon  the  basis  laid  down  as  above, 
and  which  he  knows  to  be  equally  conformable 
with  the  views  already  manifested  by  his  august 
allies. 

nEMAnitS  OK  THE  LONDON  GLOBE. 

The  authenticity  of  the  above  note  is  avowed. 
\t  may  be,  therefore,  confidently  presumed,  that 
the  rela'.ions  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colo- 
nies, in  South  America,  will  be  tsiken  into  considera- 
tion, at  the  congress  at  Aix-la-C;iapelle.     The  idea 
bf  the  mediation  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  appears, 
however,  absurd.     They  have  none  of  the  qualities 
of  mediators  between   such  parties.     Indeed  the 
present  state  of  the  quar.r-el  precludes  the  possibili- 
ty of  effectual  mediation.     The   colonies  contend 
for  independenre:   they  have  nothing  then  to  con- 
cede to  mediation.     If  tliey  concede  that,  ibey  con- 
cede  every  thing,  and   submit  to  ucqualified  and 
decisive  failure.     But  supposing  they  should,  at  the 
intercession  of  the  allies,  return  to  their  obedience 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  upon  a  promise  of  better  ijid 
milder  treatment,  what  security  will  thty  have  for 
its  performance.'    It  might  have  been  expected  that 
his  majesty,  who  owes  so  niucli  to  England,  would 
have  been  proud  of  an  opportunity  to  evince  his  gra- 
titude; but  his  tenacity  of  the  shve  trade,  and  his 
commercial   regulations,   prove    the    contrary.     If 
then  the   colonies   should   bow  their  iieads  to  his 
yoke,  they  will  in  vain  complain  to  England  that  it 
presses  with  increased  weight,  and  call  upon  the 
allied  sovereigns  to  enforce  the  arrangement  made 
and  guaranteed  through  their  mediation.  Although 
their  voice  should  be  heard  in  Russia  and  Germany, 
these  powers  have  no  hand  to  stretch  to  them. 
England,  as  a  naval  power,  is   the  only  one  that 
could  act  with  effect;  but  what  would  she  gain  by 
the  service?     Why,  the  risk   of  a  war  with  Spain, 
and  the  trouble  and  expense  of  doing  for  them- 
selves, that  which,  if  left  alone,  they  must  accom- 
plish.    Without  laying  any  stress  upon  generosity 
and  love  of  liberty,  which  the  people  of  England 
proftsd  to   admire  so  much — without  taking  into 
account  the  national  spirit,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
long  peace   to  heal   the   wounds  and  recruit  the 
strengtli  of  the  country — we  think  that  the  people 
of  England,  from  their  experience  of  the  character 
of  the  beloved    Ferdinand,    would  be    extremely 
averse  to  our  embarking  in  any  undertaking  for  his 
benefit  and  advantage. 

GEHMINT, 

The  Herman  papers  give  an  account  of  a  countess 
Bombellcs  whom  they  consider  as  a  songstress  su- 
perior to  Mad.  Catalini — who  was  present  with  lier 
at  a  large  party  and  also  exhiinted  her  powers. — 
^The  poet  Goethe  was  present,  and  melted  into 
tears,  when  the  countess  sung  the  famous  German 
song  "K'eimst  du  das  Land" 

Blessings  of  legitimary.     The  following  article  is 


from 


.espsiif 


paper  of  Aug.  20. — "There   is   no 


.truth  in  the  report,  tlut  harmony  is  likely  to  here- 


stored  between  the  courts  of  Prussia  and  Dresden- 
A  ^msiderable  portion  of  the  be;uitifiil  cpunlrv  of 
Upper  Saxony,  and  ne.irly  the  whole  of  Lower  Sax- 
ony, torn  fron)  their  lawful  sovereigii,  and  a  quiet, 
penceable  people,  liave  been  transferred  to  an  ab- 
solute monnrcb;  and  even  our  own  Hanoverian 
electorate  shares  in  the  disgrace  of  this  detestable 
partition.  The  old  governnient  of  Saxony  was  pro- 
verbial for  its  mildness  Taxes  were  rarrly  levied, 
and  the  excellent  ki.Mg  often  miitributed  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  state  from  his  pi  ivy  purse,  rather 
then  impose  additional  burthens  on  his  suhjf  c's. — 
He  was  to  them  a  kind  father,  and  they  in  retura 
an  affectionate,  loyal,  and  devoted  people.  The 
revei-se  of  this  is  the  jiicture  now  presented.  Tfie 
king  of  Prussia  compels  every  man  -iuithn  certain 
ages,  be  his  condition  in  life  ivhat  it  may,  to  become  cc 
soldier.  Home,  vvife,  children,  occupation,  all  must 
yield  to  the  trade  of  war.  If  the  unfortun?»te  fel- 
low happens  to  have  w  other  means  for  the  sujiport 
of  his  family  but  wh'it  depends  on  his  personal  la- 
boj-,  whilst  he  is  drilling  for  the  army,  perhaps 
very  far  from  horn*',  which  is  cons'.an'ly  the  case, 
they  are  left  to  starve,  for  the  little  ?*tpend  allow- 
ed him  by  government  is  barely  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain even  his  own  existence,  and  enable  him  to 
bear,  with  a  broken  heart,  the  fatigues  of  marching 
and  counter-marching. 

In  a  small  tow.,  near  Leipzig,  now  consigned  to 
Pru3.sia,  about  foi-ly  opulent  farmers  and  Kaiifmen 
assembled  at  dinner  a  few  days  back,  when,  with 
one  heart  and  one  mind,  Uiey  o|>erily  expressed 
their  res  dute  determination  to  sacrifice  their  Uvea 
and  their  fortunes,  rather  than  continue  to  enduve 
the  bondage  and  exactions  to  which  they  are  doom- 
ed. [Success  to  their  efforts!] 
piirssiA. 

The  British  complain  that  the  emperor  of  Russia 
gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  use  of  Prussian 
instead  of  British  cloths,  in  his  dominions.  The 
duty  on  the  former  is  only  120  copecs  [in  paper, 
which  is  as  three  for  one  in  coin]  per  aishein;  but 
that  on  the  latter  is  51)0  copecs. 

SWEIIK.V. 

Stockholm,  July  11. — -The  good  understanding  ex- 
isting between  France  and  Sweden  may  be  deduced 
from  the  following  speech  and  answer  lately  deli- 
vered: 

At  an  audience,  given  by  our  sovereign,  his  ex- 
cellency, baron  Marandet,  minister  of  France,  deli- 
vered the  following  speech: 

"Sinu — The  king,  my  master,  has  charged  me  to 
deliver  to  your  majesty,  the  Utter  in  which  he  ex- 
presses his  deep  regret  at  the  ue:ith  of  your  august 
father,  king  Charles  XIII.  and  also  hi';  sincere  con- 
gratulations on  yoiu'  accession  to  the  throne. 

"Ill  discharging  this  honorable  mission,  your  ma- 
jesty will  permit  me  to  oiler  you  those  sentiments 
of  pride  and  satisfaction,  which  every  Frenchman 
ought  1o  feel  at  seeing  on  the  throne,  a  prince  born 
a  Frenchnnan,  and  wlio  distinguished  himself  in  so 
extraordinary  a  maimer,  amongst  tiie  most  valiant 
chiefs  of  (he  Frencli  army." 

Baron  de  Wetterstoet,  (contorinably  to  estab- 
lished custom)  replied  in  the  nameof  tiie  king: 

"His  majesty,  sir,  recclvei  with  sir.cere  pleasure, 
the  assurance  of  friendship  wi^.tch  you  offer  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  your  august  sovereign,  as  also 
tiie  expression  of  his  regret  at  the  deatii  ol  a  prince, 
whose  memory  will  always  live  in  the  heart  of  his 
son,  and  in  that  of  tiie  two  nations,  whicli  he  had 
united  under  his  sceptre  by  the  ties  of  liberty  and 
independence, 

"The  sentiments  which  hia  most  Christian  maJeS' 
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ty  professes  for  the  king,  are  too  precious  5n  Ms 
estimation  to  admit  of  an  adequate  reply.  For  a 
long  period  Sweden  has  been  accustomed  to  regard 
FrancP  in  the  fa'st  rank  of  the  powers  who  are  dear 
to  her,  and  whose  political  interests  are  connected 
■with  her  own.  The  princes,  who  at  this  moment 
occupy  the  thrones  of  the  two  states,  are  an  addi- 
tional guarantee  for  the  continuance  and  import- 
ance of  those  relations." 

The  London  Courier,  on  the  above  events,  en- 
quires, "who  would  liave  been  bold  enough  to  hint 
as  a  possibility,  five  years  ago,  that  Bernadotte 
would  be  complimented  on  his  royal  dignity,  by  an 
ambassador  from  Louis  XVIII — a  Bourboni* 
ncssiA. 

In  Russia,  military  promotion  commences  witli 
the  birth  of  any  son  of  the  imperial  family.     The 
present  emperor  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  bor?i 
a  field  msrshal,  and  the  younger  son  of  the  grand 
duke  Nicholas,  wlio  is  about  three  months  eld,  has 
already  been  appointed  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
hussars.     In  the  Petersburg  Gazette  of  that  year, 
the  birth  of  the  grand  duke  Alexander,  now  the 
emperor,  is  thus  announced — "This  morning  her 
majesty,  the  empress,   was  safely  delivered  of  a 
field-marshal!" 

BARBAHT  POWEHS. 

The  plague  appears  to  rage  all  along  the  coast. 
It  is  calculated  that  from  25  to  30,000  persons  have 
died  of  it  in  the  province  of  Oran. 

EAST    INBIES. 

The  war  between  the  Bri'ish  and  natives  rages 
violently,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  the 
latter.  On  the  27th  of  April,  the  strong  fortress 
and  town  of  Mundelah  was  reduced  after  a  long 
siege,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  troops. 
The  inhabitants  suffered  much  during  the  siege, 
and  great  numbers  were  cut  to  pieces  in  attempting 
to  escape  after  the  enemy  had  entered  the  town.  In 
the  adjacent  woods,  numbers  were  found  dying  of 
their  wounds  and  hunger  and  thirst. 

All  who  oppose  the  progress  of  the  British  arms 
in  India — that  is,  all  wiio  prefer  their  native  princes 
and  chiefs  to  hordes  of  barbarian  invaders,  whose 

object  is  plunder,  whose  friendship  is  death, 

are  called  "rebels." 

The  affurs  of  the  Peishvi^a  are  said  to  be  wholly 
ruined.  Tiie  English  "legitimate"  Gazette,  calls 
him  his  ex  highness.' 

The  British  complain  that  the  Dutch  are  renew- 
ing their  ancient  monopolies  and  barbarities  in  In- 
dia. They  have  taken  possession  of  all  the  ports 
of  Borneo,  Sumatra,  &c.  &c.  to  control  their  mar- 
kets. Insurrections  are  spoken  of,  and  it  is  said  the 
Dutch  are  killir.g  off  the  natives  by  thousands— just 
as  the  English  do. 

The  cholera  morbus,  wliich  had  proved  fatal  to  an 
immense  number  of  persons  in  India,  had  for  a 
while  abated — the  latest  account  states  that  it  was 
again  raging  to  a  considerable  extent.  An  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  fatal  attacks  of  this  disease  in  In- 
dia, when  we  mention,  that  persons  in  perfect  health 
&t  noon  are  found  a  corpse  before  night. 

WEST  INItlES. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  island  of  Jamaica 
have  voted  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  British 
prince  regent,  representing  "the  dreadful  evils 
which  they  are  threatened  with"  by  the  new  navi- 
g;ation  system  of  the  United  States;  and  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  avert  them. 

CANADA. 

The  imports  into  St.  Johns,  Canada,  in  1818,  great- 
ly exceed  \.\\&  exports,  excepting  the  article  of  specie. 
Tbey  inuat  be  all  fi'om  the  Unittd  States,  and  con- 


sist of  potash,  flour,  tar,  trunnels,  pickle.«,  corn, 
potatoes,    beans,    apples,    nuts,    tobacco,    butter, 
cheese,  honey,  feathers,  deer  skins,  wool,  boards, 
313,400  feet  plank,  734,530  feet  timber,  li+hs,  bass 
wood,  sliingles,  pine  slabs,  116  cattle,  293  sheep, 
pigs,   calve-s,  a  horse,  and  400  water  melons.     Of 
specie  &Q,2>75L  was  imported  and  110,537^  export- 
ed. Bustonpaper, 
FtoaiDA. 
Pensacola  is  said  to  contain    1500  buildings,  of 
which   one  third  are  dwelling  houses.     The  situa- 
tion is  delightful  and  the  place  healthy.  The  har- 
bor is  one  of  the  finest  in   the  world — 2000  ships 
may  ride  in  it  in  safety;  and  the  harbor  can  be  easily 
defended. 

The  London  Courier  is  extremely  anxious  to 
brew  a  quarrel  on  account  of  our  proceedings  in 
Florida,  and  copies  an  article  on  the  subject  from 
an  American  paper,  pronouncing  it  most  "sopliisti- 
cal,"  and  attributing  it  to  the  pen  of  .Mr.  Jefferson; 
"who  (says  the  Courier)  is  represented  as  having 
had  great  influence  in  instruccing  Mr.  Monroe  to 
the  course  he  has  pursued!" 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  the  24th,  has  the  fol- 
lowi.ig  paragraph: 

Important — We  have  it  from  au'hority  which  we 
deem  next  to  official,  that  our  differences  with  the 
court  of  Madrid  are  settled — the  Floridas  are  otirs, 
and  our  government  is  to  pay  the  American  claims 
against  Spain. 

SOUTH-AMERICA. 

Mr.  Irvine  has  been  presented  to  the  "supreme 
director"  of  the  patriots  of  Venezuela,  at  Angos- 
tura. On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  was  invited 
to,  and  partook  of,  a  splendid  entertainment,  given 
by  the  director.  It  is  stated  that  "the  enthusiasm 
is  incredible  which  was  inspired  by  the  toast  given 
by  the  siipreme  ciiief : — "To  the  health  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  James  Monroe — once 
a  soldier,  and  always  the  friend  of  liberty." 

A  paper,  printed  at  Fvuston,  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, (on  what  a'.'ithority  v/e  know  not)  gives  the 
names  of  eleven  vessels,  carrying  153  guns,  and 
1535  men,  which,  it  say",  were  fitted  out  and  own- 
ed by  certain  citizens  of  Baltimore, to  cruise  against 
the  Spaniards,  under  the  patriot  flag.  Several  of 
the  vessels  named,  and  perhaps  nearly  the  whole  of 
them,  have  been  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  there  re- 
ceived regular  commissions. 

A  South-American  privateer,  of  40  guns,  with  a 
crew  of  all  nations,  had  made  her  appearance  off' 
Manilla,  and  excited  much  alarm. 

A  vessel,  called  the  Colunnbia,  with  five  guns 
mounted  and  fourteen  in  her  hold,  and  sixteen  men, 
has  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  revenue  cutter 
Monroe,  and  sent  into  Norfolk,  for  want  of  papers. 
It  appears  that  she  was  one  of  Biion's  squadron,  but 
abandoned  hicD,  as  is  stated  by  her  commander,  be- 
cause the  officers  and  crew  could  not  get  any  pay. 

We  learn  from  Gibraltar,   that  two  Spaniards, ' 
Lately  taken  in  a  patriot  privateer,   were  shot  at 
Ceuta,  whilst  certain  Americans,  captured  in  the 
same  vessel,  were  spared  and  treated  with  uncom- 
mon indulgence. 


New-York  Indians. 

TROM    THE    NIAGARA    PATttlbT, 

Mr.  Salsbury. — Siii:  The  following  is  an  extract 
of  a  talk,  delivered  at  Seneca  village,  near  Buffalo, 
on  the  29th  and  30th  of  December,  1817,  written 
by  the  request  of  the  council,  and  signed  by  twenty- 
one  chiefs  of  the  Seneca,  0;iondago  and  Cayuga 
tribes,  in  the  presence  of  witnessss,  chosen  to  cer- 
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tify  its  truth.  In  giving  it  to  the  public,  you  give 
a  just  view  of  the  feelings  and  purposes  of  our 
red  brothers. 

The  responsibility  of  publishing  this  document, 
and  other  facts  that  I  may  communicate  in  relation 
to  these  Indians,  I  take  on  myself;  the  Indians  have 
not  been  consulted,  and  are  wholly  ignorant  of  my 
purpose.  I  trust  a  sense  of  imperious  duty  moves 
me  to  bring  before  the  public,  a  poor,  miserable 
people,  who  have  no  helper — ready  to  perish. 

Yours,  kc.  JABEZ  B,  HYDE. 

SENECA  INDIANS. 

Extract  of  a  talk  of  the  Six  Rations  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  sent  by  mail,  January  4, 1818, 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  for  him  to  communicate  to 
the  President. 

TO  TUB  secretahy  op  WAD: 
Brother — It  is  the  desire  of  the  Six  Nations,  as- 
sembled at  their  great  council  fire,  in  their  village 
near  BuHalo,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  lay  the 
following  talk  before  our  father,  the  president  of 
the  United  States: 

Father — From  the  fatherly  care  the  presidents  of 
the  United  States  have  exercised  towards  their  red 
cliiidren,  we  speak  to  our  father  in  confidence,  be- 
lieving he  will  not  turn  away  his  ears  from  his  red 
'  children.  Having  no  agent  through  wliom  we 
might  speak,  we  are  persuaded  tliat  our  father  will 
not  be  displeased  that  we  speak  directly  to  him,  as 
it  were,  face  to  face. 

-  •■  Father — We  need  not  tell  you  that  we  are  a  poor, 
ignorant  people;  unacquainted  vvivh  the  great  af 
ftfirs  and  wise  management  of  our  enlightened 
white  brothers.  We  are  distressed  and  alarmed — 
we  have  no  where  to  look  but  to  our  father;  whom, 
we  trust,  will  bear  with  his  children,  should  their 
fears  appear  to  him  to  be  groundless. 

Father — We  are  alarmed  lest  we  lose  our  seats. 
Those  men  that  say  tliey  have  a  right  to  purchase 
our  lands,  have  been  distressing  us,  for  a  number 
of  years,  with  their  plans  to  possess  our  lands:  of- 
fering us,  in  exchange,  land  to  the  westward.    We 
decidedly  told  them  that  we  did  not  wish  to  part 
with  our  lands,  desiring  they  would  be  at  no  more 
expense  in  visiting  us  on  tliis  errand — if  we  should 
alter  our  minds  we  would  send  them  word.    Some 
months  after,  a  deputation  of  our  brothers  to  the 
west  visited  us,  offering  us  a  large  tract  of  their 
land  as  a  free  gift,  if  we  would  accept  it.  We  thank- 
ed our  broiliers  for  their  generous  offer,  and  pro 
mised,  at  some  future  time,  to  send  men  to  view 
the  land.      The  war  took  place  the  next  year — 
nothing  more  was  done  or  heard  of  by  us  of  this 
land,  until  the  spring  after  tlie  peace,  when  our 
brothers  again  visited  us,  making  the  same  offer. 
It  never  entered  into  our  hearts  of  leaving  our  pre- 
sent seats,  and  going  to  the  westward  ourselves; 
but,  as  there  were  many  of  the  Six  Nations  in  the 
western  country,  who  had  no  seat  to  rest  on,  but 
was  liable  to  be  sold  from  under  tliem  any  day  the 
owners  chose,  we  rose  up  to  consider  the  offer  of 
our  brothers,  that  we  might  provide  for  our  scat- 
tered  children.     Through   the  assistance  of  our 
brothers   Jones  and   Parrish,   and  another  great 
friend,  who  advised  and  assisted  us,  we  laid  our 
circumstances  and  views  before  our  father,   the 
president  of  the  United  States,  acquainting  him 
with  our  off'er— tliat,    with  his   approbation,    we 
would   accept  this   land,  provided  the  U.  Stales 
would  make  it  sure  to  us.     Our  father,  the  presi 
dent,  was  pleased  to  certify  his  approbation,  and 
that  the  laiid  sliould  be  made  sure  to  us,  agreeably 
to  our  request.  Qu  receiving  this  informauon  from 


our  father,  the  president,  we  sent  on  eight  men  to 
view  the  land  and  take  its  dimensions.  Our  bro- 
ther, captain  Parrish,  went  with  them  to  do  the 
writing,  that  it  might  be  made  sure  to  us,  accord- 
ing to  the  word  of  our  father,  the  president.  Our 
men  found  no  land.  Colonel  Ogden,  (who  is  said  to 
hold  the  right  of  purchasing  our  land)  recommend- 
ed us  to  send  to  Detroit,  and  governor  Cass  would 
put  us  in  a  way  to  find  our  land.  We  sent  six  men  to 
Detroit.  Governor  Cass  informed  our  men,  that  in 
September  there  would  be  large  council  of  Indians, 
of  different  nations,  met  at  Fort  Meigs;  the  Six 
Nations  would  do  well  to  have  a  deputation  there; 
they  would  then  doubtless  find,  their  land.  We 
sent  twelve  men  to  Fort  Meigs;  instead  of  oup  wes- 
tern brothers  having  lands  to  give  the  Six  Nations, 
they  sold  the  seats  from  under  those  that  were 
among  them. 

Father — We  are  distressed.  Capt.  Parrish  has 
informed  us  that  we  could  now  exchange  our  lands 
for  lands  to  the  westward;  he  advised  us  to  do  it, 
or  we  should  certainly  lose  them;  for  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  Indians  should  leave  their  present 
seats;  those  that  did  not  exchange  them  would 
lose  them. 

Father — We  are  astonished  and  amazed!  Our  old 
friend,  col.  Ogden,  has  altered  his  address  to  usa 
he  has  for  years  talked  to  us  as  a  man  that  wished 
to  purchase  our  lands,  if  we  were  pleased  to  sell;- 
He  now  writes  to  us  how  we  shall  conduct  on  his 
lands  which  we  occupy. 

Father — To  whom  shall  we  go,  but  anto  you? — 
We  doubt  not  but  many  of  our  while  brothers  fear 
God,  and  ought  to  be  trusted,  but  how  shall  we 
find  them. 

Father — We  fear  that  we  have  been  deceived, 
and  your  predecessor  imposed  on.  Strange  things 
have  come  to  our  ears — that  our  message  to  your 
predecessor,  which  we  signed,  was  very  diff'erent 
from  what  was  read  to  us — that  it  said  we  were  de- 
sirous of  leaving  our  seats  here  and  going  to  tii<2 
west — provided  we  obtained  lands  to  the  westward, 
we  relinquished  our  reservations  here.  If  any 
thing  like  this  was  in  our  message  we  were  basely 
deceived.  We  had  but  these  objects  in  view,  to 
inform  our  father,  the  president,  of  this  offer  of 
our  western  brothers;  tlie  opportunity  that  it  offer- 
ed  for  our  scattered  children — to  obtain  his  appro- 
bation and  assurance  that  the  land  sliould  be  con- 
firmed to  us  by  the  United  States;  any  thing  more, 
except  providing  provisions  for  our  men  while 
transacting  the  business,  was  as  base  an  imposition 
as  ever  was  practised. 

Father — We  declare  to  you,  we  desire  you  to 
pablish  to  all  our  white  brothers,  that  it  is  our  fix- 
ed and  determined  purpose  to  live  and  die  on  our 
present  seats.  It  is  sealed  to  us  by  the  bones  of 
our  fathers.  They  obtained  it  by  their  blood.  Our 
bones  shall  lie  beside  theirs.  It  is  the  heritage  of 
the  Alaiighty.  He  gave  it  us.  He  it  is  must  lake 
it  from  us. 

Father — We  mean  no  threat  by  this.  We  know 
we  are  in  the  hands  of  our  white  brothers,  they  can 
destroy  us  wita  ease.  But  they  need  not  think  to 
persuade  us  to  part  with  our  lands.  As  free  men, 
we  claim  theriglit  tochoose  between  being  killed 
outright,  or  a  lingering  execution,  by  being  driven 
a  thousand  miles  into  the  wilderness.  Where^ 
father,  where  would  our  white  brothers  have  us  go? 
TliC  Indian  clain»  to  land  is  put  out  for  more  than 
a  thousand  miles  to  the  west,  except  little  plots  for 
particular  nations. 
Father — We  have  confidence  In  jou:  ycfUcannpt 
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see  your  red  chiU'lren  with  their  little  ones,  driven 
off  tbeir  land  by  stealth  and  fraud,  leaving  the  se- 
pulchres of  their  fathers,  their  fa:-ms,  their  farming 
tools  and  cattle,  dying  by  families  on  the  road, 
thro'  hardship  and  privation.  Exchanging  all  their 
advances  to  civllizauon,  and  all  its  comforts,  for 
their  hardships  of  the  chase,  without  house  or 
friend. 

Father — We  have  confidence  in  you;  that  if  you 
see  any  device  fvrmed  against  us,  you  will  frus- 
trate it,  and  succour  your  red  children.  We  have 
deceived  no  mm:  we  have  wronged  »io  man.  Our 
language  has  been  one;  we  choose  not  to  part  with 
our  land.  If  we  have  been  needlessly  alarmed,  yju 
will  pity  our  ignorance,  and  forgive  our  childish 
fears. 

Fatlifir—We  have  many  things  to  say.  The  cha- 
racter of  our  Agent  is  of  great  importance  to  us. 
If  any  come  to  you  for  tlie  office  having  our  request 
to  recommend  ihem,  we  wish  to  withdraw  that  re- 
quest. We  see  so  little  into  white  men,  that  we 
feel  incapable  of  choosing  for  ourselves. — We  de- 
sire our  father  to  choose  a  man  that  he  can  trust, 
and  we  will  confide  in  him. 

Father — We  trust  that  you  will  pardon  the  mul- 
titude of  our  words,  and  let  none  deceive  you,  that 
this  is  the  voice  of  a  few  individuals,  and  not  the 
voice  of  the  Six  N:itions. — It  is  the  united  voice  of 
the  Six  NatioiH  in  the  state  of  New  Ywrlr.  The 
chiefs  of  Bufialo,  Cattarar.gus,  Gennessee  and 
Onondaga  are  now  in  council;  we  have  the  message 
of  Allegliana  and  Oneida  with  us,  desiring  we 
should  speak  to  our  father,  the  president,  entreat- 
ing him  to  consider  and  help  us. 

Onr  Father — Will  not  be  deceived;  our  words 
will  find  his  heart.  He  will  receive  them. — They 
are  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness  We  ask 
nothing  but  wherein  we  have  been  mistaken,  we 
may  be  better  informed — wherein  we  may  have 
been  wronged,  we  may  be  righted — wherein  we 
may  be  in  danger  we  may  be  protected,  and  that 
our  wliile  brothers  may  know  our  fixed  purpose  of 
living  and  dying  on  our  present  seats. 

Father — You  will  pity  us,  you  will  forgive  us; 
your  wisdonn  and  goodness  will  succour  us.  Speak, 
father,  speak  to  your  children,  that  their  minds 
may  be  at  rest.  Speak  to  their  council  fire  at  this 
place.  Let  us  hear  your  own  words;  send  them  by 
safe  hands;  for  we  fear  liers-in-wait  are  watching  to 
devour  your  words,  t!iey  may  not  reach  us. 

Mwy  the  Great  Spirit  preserve  you  many  years  a 
blessing  to  all  your  children. 


CHRONICLE. 

JCoJj;/  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  McA'eill,  to  the  tvar 
department. 
"Uiver  Black  Warrior,  Tuskaloosa  county, 

Alab.ima  territory,  Stptember  22d,  1818. 
HoxonED  SIB — I  hasten  lo  lay  before  your  depart- 
ment some  statements  relative  to  the  late  battle 
fought  with  a  band  of  Indians,  consisting  of  seventy 
warriors,  and  their  women  and  children.  From  the 
best  information  that  I  have  received,  they  are  a 
remnant  of  the  hostile  Creeks,  who,  on  finding  they 
could  no  longer  be  protected  in  Florida,  lately  ap- 
plied to  the  Chickasaw  tribe  for  land  to  settle  on; 
but,  being  denied,  they  formed  a  resolution  to  figln 
their  way  throtigh  our  settlements,  over  the  Mis- 
sissippi, where,  ihey  were  lold  by  the  Chickasaws, 
xhoy  could  get  land.  In  order  to  execute  their  design, 
thty  crr)ssed  t'.ie  rivers  Alabama  and  Caliaba,  and  un 
their  Way  to  the  ^VarrIol•,  they  kiUed  two  wl)iie  men 
and  (hreeC  .octaws  Oiueacliiiigtliisriver, at  apiace 
called  Camel's  settlement,  they  committed  several 


outrages  on  our  citizens,  and  miirdert-d  s  ime  of 
the  family  of  a  Mr.  Hall.     They  then  steered  their 
course  for  this  place.  Having  received  intelligence 
of  their  approach,  on  the  16th  inst.  sixteen  of  our 
most  enterprising  men  armed  themselves,  and  chose 
major  S  Taylor  and  myself  to  command  them.  We 
were  joined  by  captain  Bacon  and  fourteen  men, 
Be,ing  '.bus  united  we  went  in  pursuit,  and  having 
met  with  their  trail,  we  followed  it  through  swamps 
and  cane  brakes,    heretofore  thought  to  be  impe- 
netrable, until  we  found  where  they  had  crossed 
the  Warrior,  eight  miles  below  the  falls.     After 
crossing'  and  marcliing  four  miles^  through  the  most 
horrid  .swamps  and  cane  brakes,  and  being  sepa- 
rated from  captain  Bacon's  command,  v/e  discover- 
ed the  enemy  encamped  in  a  beaver  dam,  well  for- 
tified by  nature,  there  being  a  thick  cane  brake  on 
the  right,  and  a  high  bluff  on  the  left.     They  no 
sooner  saw  us  than  they  raised  the  war  whoop,  and 
prepiired  for  action.  We  then  gave  orders  to  charge 
on  thp.m,  which  was  done  with  the  spirit  of  true 
Americans,  and  eiglst  or  ten  of  their  warriors  were 
laid  dead  on  the  ground.     We  then  retreated  and 
loaded  our  guns;  and  having  formed  again  on  the 
entrance  of  the  encampment,  we  were  reinforced 
by  captain  Bjcon  and  part  of  his  men.     A  smart 
skirmish  was  kept  up  for  30  minutes,  during  which 
time  we  killed  six  or  eight  more  of  the  enemy;  but 
finding  they  were  endeavoring   to  outflank  ns,   a 
retreat  was  ordered,  which  was  effected  without 
any  molestation.     We  lost  two  brave  men,  killed, 
in  the  contest,  and  had  one  badly  wounded;  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  less  than  15  killed,  and 
several  wour.ded.  On  the  17th,  eighteen  of  us  went 
to  the  battle  groimd  to  bury  our  dsad;  but,  on  find- 
ing that  the  enemy  had  not  left  their  strong  hold, 
we  witlidrew.  On  the  19th,  with  a  more  formidable 
force,  we  again  proceeded  in  quest  of  the  enemy; 
aud,  aft  .r  patrolling  the  swamps  and  cane  brakes, 
it  was  discovered  they  had  fled  towards  the  Sipsy 
river.     We  tben  buried  our  dead,  and  returi'ied  to 
our  respective  abodes.     On  the  same  day,  colonel 
T.  Hunter,  with  110  mounted  men,  set  ofi"  in  pur- 
suit  of  them,  and  coming  up  with  then*  rear,  killed 
one  of  their  warriors.    They  have  taken  their  flight 
toward  the  borders  of  the  Clioctaws,  who  arc  ap- 
prised of  their  approach,  and  will,  I  trust,  soon 
give  a  good  account  of  them. 

My  reasons  for  making  tiiis  communication  to 
your  department,  is  in  consequence  of  our  having 
acted  without  any  kind  of  orders,  but  solely  from 
self  preservation.  Should  it  meet,  the  approbation 
of  government,  1  shall  feel  happy  in  having  render- 
ed my  country  the  smallest  service;  if  not,  I  hope 
it  will  be  attributed  to  my  want  of  skill,  and  not  to 
the  lack  of  good  will  to  be  of  service  to  my  fellow- 
citizens  in  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  McNeill, 

Formerly  lieut.  43d  regt.  U.  S.  inft. 
To  the  Secretary  of  JVar. 
[The  above  letter  states  facts  that  may  be  relied 
on,  of  an  occurrence  which,  the  reader  will  recol- 
lect, we  have  already  noticed  and  regretted.] 

{JVat.  Intel. 
IMILITARY  SURVEY. 

HEAD   aUARTEKS,  NOllTHBIlN  DlVrSrOIC, 

Brownsville,  Sch  October,  1818. 
Division  onnEns, — Ttie  major  general,  having 
completed  the  review  of  the  troops  and  examina- 
tion of  the  posts  in  the  eastern  section  of  his  com- 
mand, cannot  conceal  the  gratification  that  has  been 
connected  witli  the  performance  of  this  part  of  liis 
duty,     in  activity  of  labor  upon  public  works,  in 
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discipline,  as  well  of  police  as  drill,  and  in  rcadl- 
ness  to  obey  the  call  and  jiisiify  the  expectation  of 
the  cotmtry,  he  is  convinced  that  the  troops  he  has 
latply  inspected  are  not  to  be  surpassed. 

The  sixth  regiment  of  irfantry  was  found  em- 
ploved  on  the  forufication  at  House's  Point,  and 
althoutrh  devoted  exclusively  to  labor  for  the  pre- 
vious three  months,  its  appearance  conformed  to 
the  hij^h  reputation  it  has  always  sustained.  The 
l«bors'  of  the  troops  of  this  corps  have  been  of  a 
hicrh  and  important  character.  The  country  at 
large  is  indebted  to  them  for  their  activity  in  forti- 
fvinp  one  of  its  most  important  avenues:  and  the  for- 
m.ntionof  the  road  from  Phttsburgh  to  Ciiateaugay 
will  be  a  source  of  long  and  grateful  remembrance 
to  the  district  where  they  have  been  stationed. 

Tlie  commai:ding  general  is  gratified  to  state 
that  these  important  services  have  been  rendered, 
without  the  least  diminution  of  their  excellence  as 
soldiers. 

The  several  posts  garrisoned  by  the  regiment  of 
light  artillery  were,  with  a  single  exception,  as  the 
commanding  general  would  wish  to  find  thefn. 
The  soldierly  character  given  by  lieut.  col.  Eusiis, 
to  his  battalion,  although  composed  almost  entirely 
of  recruits,  is  honorable  to  him  and  his  officers. 
The  police  and  medical  regulations  of  forts  Imle- 
pendence,  Warren,  Seiuall,  Wolcott  and  JJdams  would 
reflect  credit  on  any  service;  and  the  promptness 
and  precision  of  the  troops  of  these  several  posts 
in  their  various  duties,  both  as  infantry  and  artille- 
ry, are  an  earnest  of  what  their  performance  woidd 
be,  were  they  called  into  active  service.  The 
commanding  general  regrets  to  st'ite  that  there  is 
a  striking  and  unjustifiable  exception  to  this  cha- 
racter, in  the  troops  stationed  at  forts  Trumbnll  and 
Grisiuold;  which  the  officers  commanding  there  are 
called  on  most  promptly  to  amend. 

The  second  and  fourth  battalion  Of  the  corps  of 
artillery,  at  forts  Preble  and  Constitution,  and  in  the 
harbor  of  jYetu  York,  possess  a  knowledge  of  their 
peculiar  branch  of  service,  which  calculates  them 
for  essential  usefulness  in  a  futtire  defence  of  the 
sea  coast. 

The  troops  at  Greenbmh  have  carefully  preserved 
the  public  property  at  that  post,  and  are  as  the 
commanding  general  would  expect  to  find  them 
under  such  ofiicers. 

On  return  to  head  quarters,  the  commanding 
f^eneral  was  in  the  highest  degree  gratified  by  the 
appearance  of  the  troops  stationed  in  Sackett's 
Harbor.  Both  himself  and  the  army  appreciate  the 
character  of  colonel  liuADY;  but  at  no  time,  except 
in  the  field,  have  his  exertions  been  more  manifest 
or  successful  than  during  the  past  summer  The 
commanding  general  trusts  that  the  performance 
of  the  public  labor  now  allotted  to  the  second 
regiment  will  be  equal  to  that  of  their  other  duties. 
(  The  commanding  general  again  repeats  that  liis 
'recent  visit  to  the  posts  Ikis  been  grateful  to  him. 
Independently  of  the  opportunity  to  greet  officers 
with  whom  he  had  been  previously  associated,  and 
to  whom  he  now  renews  liis  expressions  of  esteem, 
it  has  afforded  him  the  means  of  witnessing  their 
exertions  to  confirm  past  reputation  by  present  use- 
fulness. He  exhorts  them  to  continue  the  same; 
that  their  two-fold  debt  to  the  country  and  tlic 
army  may  be  discharged,  and  the  profession  of  a 
soldier  be  the  most  respectnbie  and  permanent,  be- 
cause among  the  most  useful. 

By  order  of  ir.aj  gen.  Brovm, 
R.  M.  HAHKISON,  Aid-de-camp. 

HAVAL  COURT. 

^'^I'y  9T  tJie-sentencf!  of  a  naval  t^urt  martini  I^ld 


on  board  the  United  States'  ship  Wnshiiicfton  in 
J\'e-7V  York,  fov  the  trial  of  Hevt.  Benjamifi  Cooper, 
of  the  U.  S.  navy,  charged  -with  cruelty  and  oppres- 
sion. 

The  evidence  being  read  by  the  jndge  advocate, 
and  the  court  having  maturely  and  seriously  consi- 
dered the  whole,  are  of  opinion,  that  lieut.  Benja/- 
min  Cooper  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  and  specifi- 
cation. The  judgment  of  the  court,  therefore,  is, 
that  he  be  honorably  acquitted  therefrom. 

The  court  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  its 
decided  disapprobation  of  the  spirit  of  combination 
to  injure  their  superior  officer,  evinced  by  the  per- 
sons  who  signed  the  letter  of  the  29th  of  August  \rs,X, 
directed  to  captain  John  D.  Henly — and  particular- 
ly to  recommend  the  dismissal  of  William  P,  Tay- 
lor  from  the  service  of  the  U.  States,  for  his  agen- 
cy in  producing  this  injurious  and  unwortliy  combi- 
nation.— And  further — respectfully  to  suggest  to 
t!ie  consideration  of  the  navy  department,  the  pro- 
priety of  expressing  its  disapprobation  of  combina- 
tions such  as  this,  which  tend  to  insubordination, 
and  are  destructive  of  the  discipline  of  tlie  naval 
service  of  the  United  States. 

I.  CHAUNCEY,  President, 
rSAMUELEVAXS, 
Captains. -^S.  ANGUS, 

CE.  TRENCH  A  HO. 
CJ  RENSHAW. 
Masters  com'dts.         <  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

C  B.  V.  HOFFMAN. 
James  A.  Hahtlton,  acting  judge  advocate. 
Navy  department,  October  20,  1S18— a  true  copy 
of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  IIOMANS. 

Jldj.  and  Inepr.  GeneraPs  ofpre. 

October  20,  1818. 
General  ohht.r. — First  lieut.  Josepli  P.  Prince, 
of  the  corps  of  artillery,  having  neglected  to  obey 
orders  to  settle  his  public  accounts;  and  having 
violated  other  orders  for  the  discharge  of  iiis  mili- 
tary duty,  is  hereby  dismissed  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  No  paymaster,  or  other  officer,  or 
agent,  is  allowed  to  make  payments  to  said  Prince, 
on  public  account,  since  bis  desertion  from  duty 
on  the  first  August  last. 

By  ordtr,  D.  PARKER, 

Jldjntant  and  inspector  general. 
The  Indian  treaty.— On  the  17th  ult.  gov.  Casa 
and  gen.  M' Arthur  concluded  a  supplementary 
treaty  with  the  Wyandot,  Shawnoes,  Seneca  and 
Ottowa  tribes  of  Indians.  By  this  treaty  the  In- 
dians are  permitted  to  hold  as  reserves,  in  addition 
to  the  reserves  allowed  them  by  the  treaty  of  last 
year,  about  160  sections  of  land,  with  an  addition  to 
their  annuities  of  3o00  dollars.  The  Indians  have 
relinquished  all  claims  to  the  fee  of  the  lands  re- 
served to  them,  and  are  to  hold  them  as  Indian  re- 
servations have  heretofore  been  held,  without  the 
power  of  disposing  of  them,  except  to  the  United 
States. — As  this  treaty  iias  been  concluded  strictly 
agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  S. 
and  the  instructions  of  the  president,  it  is  hoped 
tliere  can  be  no  objection  to  its  ratification.  Consi- 
derable censure  has  been  attached  and  improper 
motives  attributed  to  the  commissioners,  for  ad- 
mitting in  tlie  former  treaty,  the  principle  that  the 
Indians  should  hold  their  leservations  in  fee  sim- 
ple; but  justice  requires  us  to  state,  they  acted  in 
that  negocialion  strictly  conformuMe  to  their  in- 
structions from  the  president,  whicli  we  have  seen 
j!0  far  as  related  to  that  point.  The  tract  of  coun- 
try to  which  the  Indian  title  has  be*n  extinguished 
!  by  this  treaty  and  the  one  to  which  it  is  a  suppj  - 
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ment,  amounts  to  upwards  of  six  millions  of  acres, 
which  is  nearly  one  fifth  of  the  state  jf  Ohio. 

ChlKicothe  Supporter. 

Robert  Wharton,  esq.  has  been  'i-  animo'usjy  re 
eleciecl  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ptiitadelphia. 

Gen  Robert  Swavtwout  has  been  appointed  navy 
•agent  at  New  York,  vice  J.  Bullus,  deceased. 

The  governor  of  Massachusetts,  with  t\\<^.  consent 
of  council,  iias  appoinied  Thursday  the  3d  of  De- 
cember next,  to  be  observed  as  the  day  of  annual 
thanksgiving-. 

Vermont  Election.  Mark  Richards,  Charles  R'cb, 
Samuel  C-  Crafts,  Orasmus  C.  ^Merrill,  Ezra  Meech 
and  William  Strong,  all  rep'sblicans,  are  elected  to 
congress  from  the  state  of  Vermont.  The  two  last 
named  are  new  members,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Al- 
len a:id  Hunter,  who  declined  a  re-election.  Gov. 
Galcsha  had  15,243  votes  out  of  15,992— the  whole 
number  given. 

Connecticut — It  appears  that  tlie  candidates  no- 
minated by  the  republican  or  toleration  party  are 
elected  to  congress  from  Connecticut — viz:  Messrs. 
Henry  W.  Edwards,  James  Stevens,  Jonathan 
Ogden  Moseley,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  John  Russ, 
.Elisha  Phelps  and  Samuel  A.  Foot,  esquires. 

Jaftjes  Launan,  esq.  rep.  has  been  elected  a  sena 
tor  of  the  U.S.  from  Connecticut,   in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  whose  period  of  service  expires  4th 
of  March  next.  For  Mr.  L.  108;  for  Mr.D.  80  votes. 

JVev)  .Jersey  election. — Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Bloomfleld,  John  Linn,  Ephraim  Bateman,  Bernard 
Smith,  and  John  Condit,  all  republicans,  are  elect- 
'ed  to  congress  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

The  legislature  is  thus  politically  constituted. 

RKPCBLICAI*.  FEDERAt. 

Conn.  Assem.     Conn.  Assem. 

Rergen,  0        0  13 

Essex,  14  0           0 

'    Morris,  1.4  0           0 

Sussex,  12  0           2 

Middlesex,  0        0  13 

Somerset,  0        1  12 

HuQterdon,  14  0           0 

Monmouth,  14  0           0 

Salem,  13  0           0 

Cumberland,  13  0          0 

Burlington,  0         0  14 

Gloucester,  12  0           1 

Cape  May,  0         0  11 
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Pennsylvania  election.  The  late  election  has  not 
manifested  any  material  change  in  t!ie  political  opi- 
nions of  this  state.  AVhen  the  returns  are  received, 
the  usual  details  shall  be  given. 

Tjje  majority  of  Simon  Snyder,  in  the  counties  of 
Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Columbia,  Northumberland 
'and  Union,  for  the   oHice  of  senator,  is  more  than 
Jour  thousand! 

South  Carolina. — Charles  Pinkney  has  been  elect- 
ed to  congress  from  Charleston  district,  by  a  large 
majority,  against  Mr.  Huijer,  fed.  and  Mr.  Craf'S. 
William  Lowndes  and  James  Erwin,  are  re-elected. 

Secretary  of  navy.  Much  speculation  exists  as 
to  who  is  to  be  the  successor  of  Mr.  Crowninshleld, 
\vho  has  resigned  his  secretaryship.  Mr.  Coiden, 
of  New  York;  Mr.  Rodney,  of  D;l.-iware;  general 
.Smith,  of  Marybnd;  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Caro- 
lisa,  and  Mr  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  have  all  been 
named  for  the  office; 

The  J\leiliterra7iean  squadron    is  cruisinc''    about 
that  sea — the  vessels  in  fine  condition  and  the  offi- 1 
cers  and  crews  in  general  good  health.  Capt.  Can:-  j 


ble,  however,  was  ill,  and  in  a  hospital  established 
Pezza.  The  Peacock  having  been  at  Tripoli,  was 
refused  admission  into  the  Mediterranean  ports,  oo 
account  of  the  pl.tgue,  and  must  ride  quarantine  or 
return  home. 

Macerfoniaii  frigate.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
this  f'-jg.'it?  returned  to  Norfolk  on  the  tenth  inst. 
in  distress — requiring  an  entire  new  set  of  masts, 
spars,  sails  and  boats,  with  many  other  repairs.  It 
is  said  that  she  -will  again  he  ready  for  sea  on  the  4//i 
of  next  month.  Such  is  the  eflPect  of  the  system  de- 
vised under  the  practical  skill  of  the  navy  board. 

Midshipmen. — It  has  stated  that  there  are  362  ■ 
midshipmen  in  the  navy  of  the  U.  S. 

G'ent  prices.  Savannah,  Oct.  19— Sea  island 
cotton  65  a  70  cents;  upland  32^;  rice  5  a7  dollars. 
Corn,  at  Augusta,  gl      Tobacco  9  a  glO. 

Haiti  more.  In  1729,  four  commissioners  pur- 
chased the  ground  on  vhich  this  city  has  been 
erected,  for  the  sum  of  40  shillings  per  acre.  One 
of  these  commissioners,  Doctor  George  Buchanan, 
remained  in  the  office  of  town  commissioner  till 
the  time  of  his  death.  Baltimore  was  then  a  very 
inconsiderable  village.  One  of  the  sons  of  this 
gentleman  lives  to  witness  its  rapid  rise  to  wealth 
and  importance.  Biitimore  in  the  year  1815,  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  duties  to 
the  immense  amount  of  ^3,365,962  74. — Fed-  Hep. 

THE  YELLOW   STO.XE  EXPEDITIOX. 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  an  officer  who  witnessed 

the  embarkment  of  the  troops,  to  his  friend  in 

Cincinnati,  dated. 

"Belle  Fontaine,  Sept.  4,  1818. 

"The  movement  of  the  troops  up  ihe  Missouri 
took  place  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Tiiey  s'-arted  about 
350  strong,  in  high  spirits.  Tlieir  equipment  is 
very  extensive,  and  well  selected.  Six  boats,  and 
a  tender,  accompany  the  detachment.  I  believe 
the  number  of  the  command  falls  very  far  short  of 
the  expectations  of  government:  but,  it  is  all  suffi- 
cient to  meet  and  chas<ise  hostility,  should  it  be 
attempted,  wliich,  at  present,  is  not  expected.  I 
accompanied  tliem  as  far  as  St.  Charles,  which  is 
said  to  he  the  worst  part  of  the  river:  the  buoyan- 
cy of  their  spirits  increased,  on  finding  the  com - 
p.ir.^tive  ease  with  which  they  could  surmount  dif- 
ficidty."  [Inquisitor. 

Commercial  law  case. — A  decision,  important  to 
the  commercial  world,  and  to  the  government,  has 
been  recently  made  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Mass.icJiusetts,  If.  States,  vs.  Theodore  Ly- 
man, esq.  The  points  decided  we  understand  to 
be:— -1.  That  an  action  of  debt  lies  for  duties  on 
goods  imported;  2.  That  the  ir.iport>^r  of  goods  be- 
c  imes  personally  liable  for  duties,  by  the  act  of 
importation:  3.  That  duties  accrue,  and  become 
a  debt  due  from  the  importer,  on  the  bringing  of  the 
goods  into  port  with  intetit  to  land  them,  and 
b'f)re  entry  at  the  custom  house;  4.  That  no  one 
but  the  actual  importer  or  owner  at  the  time  of 
importation,  or  consignee  at  that  time,  of  goods,  is 
entitled  to  enter  them,  aftd  »o  give  bond  for  duties. 
5.  That  bonds  given  for  duties  do  not,  h^'fore  pay- 
ment, e.rtinguish  the  original  debt  or  liability  for  du- 
ties created  by  the  act  of  importation;  but  are  only  to 
be  con.sidered  as  security,  and  collateral  to  the 
original  obligation  or  liability. 

ihe  trial  occupied  some  days. 

On  the  pari  of  the  United  it  was  conducted  by  ■ 
Mr.  Blake,  district  attorney,  and  Mr.  fVebster,-  and 
on  the  purt  of  the  deteudant,  by  Mr.  Prescott  .-ind 
Mr.  Thachfe.  A  full  report  of  the  casem»y  be  ex- 
pected soon,  ue  Ie:irn,  in  the  1st  vol.  o? Mason's  Re* 
porls  of  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court.    Bos.  Caii 
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A  SUPPLEMENT  of  eij^ht  pag-es  accompaiiKs 
the  present  number  of  the  Wkekly  Kkgirtkr.  Aid- 
ed by  tills,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  by  before  oar 
readers  a  great  mass  of  interesting  matter. 

The  very  important  law  case  is  printed  from  a 
corrected  copy,  politely  furnished  by  the  learned 
judge  wlio  pronounced  (he  opinion. 

The  article  upon  agriculture,  from  the  pen  of  the 
celebrated  col.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  is  univer.sally 
interest  i^g. 

EnuATUM.     Contributions  to  the  Baltimore  asso 
elation  for  the  promo'ion  of  natural  science,  ihonld 
be  addressed   to  Duclor  Jiii:i:s  JI  JIcCullo/i,  and 
tiot  "J-.mes  W.  CuUoh,  esq."  as  published  iu  out- 
last. The  error  wts  not  oiu-'s. 


Inland  Communication. 

The  .\lbany  Oizctte  saVs— "Upwards  of  100  pas- 
sengers w-re'on  board  the  steam-boat  Wf.Ik-in-the- 
Water,  on  iislast  trip  to  from  Bnifulo  to  L^etroit." 
{];j=Novv,  if  a  per-ion  were  to  look,  forward  a  few  years 

to   that   period    wlien    the  people  of  New-York 

shall  have  accomplislied  tlieir  most  splendid  pro- 
lect  of  uniting  the  great  lakes  witii  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  by  the  majestic  Hud.'^on;  and  when,  on  the 
otlier  side.rhose  lakes  will  also  be  united  to  it  by  the 
mighty  Mississippi— he  might  expect  to  find  one 
or  l\io  steatn-boats  leaving  llulfilo  every  day  lor 
Detroit  and  Micliilimar.kinac,  and  cities  and  towns 

■  not  yet  even   conteu.plated,  on  the  slores  of  our 
■jnland  seas — and  see  busy  seats  of  cominerce,  and 

the  throng  of  men,  where  llie  native  forest  now 
stands,  untouched  by  the  hand  of  civilization.  The 
advantages  that  must  grow  out  of  tlie  completion 
-of  the  New  York  canals,  cannot  be  c;dculaled — 
they  are  of  a  cliaracier  to  which  the  woi-d  immense 
may,  perhaps,  be  applied,  because  of  the  incompre- 
hensibility of  the  extent  of  their  henefivs.  Such 
giand  improvements  cannot  be  etiVcied  in  any  other 
part  of  tt'e  v.orld,  for  in  no  other  part  do  such  na- 
tui'al  facirnies  to  a  vast:  internal  commerce  present 
themselves.  So  far,  we  learn,  they  have  made  good 
progress— resources  do  not  appear  to  be  wantingj 

■  for  the  last  loan  was  sold  at  a  pi  eminm  of  §4  52  per 
cent,  though  bearing  only  6  per  ce;it.  inierest.The 
great  city  of  New- York,  and  the  many  rich  towns 

'on  the  Hudson,  with  all  the  v.eaUh  of  the  western 

parts  of  the  state,  ^vill,  we  trust,  he  brought  to  act 

together  to  finish  these  undertakings  with  all  i)ru- 

'dent  rapidity.  Wliether  it  will  benelit  tl)e  country 

'^-■generdly,  or  not,  (and  very  large  cities  are  not, 

■  perliaps,  to  be  desired)  the  assertion  may  be  lia- 

■  zarded,  that  in  50  years  aft^r  tljese  canals  «re  com- 
pleted, the  population  of  New  York,  and  its  ap- 

-  pending  tov/ns  or  cities,  on  Long-Ishmd  and  in  New- 
Jersey,  will  be  superior  to  that  of  any  in  Europe, 
and  its  cunmcrce  greater  tha;.  that  of  bows'ecl 
London.  Philadelphia  also,  and  especially  B.ilti- 
ir.ore,  (by  the  Sus^uehannah)  may  participate  i" 
the  trade  opened  by  tiiese  canals — and  the  bond  of 
Union  be  strengthened  by  a  community  of  interest 
and  a  facility  of  intercourse,  between  tlie  most  dis- 
tnnt  parts  of  the  republic.  Bi'Jhla,  a  pluce  hardly 
known  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  ii  1812, 
already  does  a  large  business— mkcI  ni'jsl;  very  spee- 
dilv  become  a  great  city. 
Vat.  XV. II. 


Lake    nm'igatioii.—'l'he    fo'iUiwi-g    weekly   ship 
ping  lisL  from  the   Detroit    tJuzette  of  October  9* 
presents  us  with  the  ine.ins  of  estima'ing  Uie  pro-! 
gress  of  navigation  .ind  growth  of  commerce  on  our 
western  Inland  seas: 

*'fort  of  Detroit — Arrived  since  the  Ztl  inst* 
sclir.  Friendship,  B.-ldf-n,  from  Cuyahoga — D^catur^ 
Uickt'l.son,  ^luckinac — Steam-boats,  Fish,  T?ufialo— • 
Monroe,  Connor,  do. — Nau'I'ims,  CijMpm.n-..  CuvmIi!'- 
'r:i— Hannah,  Colt,n  uiralo—Tige.-,  K-^ithj  d-^.-^'l''^' 
veller,  Hrown,  Cuyahoga — E»gle,  Haoimond,  Bufr^- 
lo— E!iz^,  Tyler,  Sandusky — Firefly,  Norton,  do. 

Cc'eari'^r'— Friendship,  for  Cuyaltoga — "Widow's 
Son,  Ilopley,  Mackin.ic— Hunnah.  BiiiTalo— Nauti- 
lus, Cuyahoga — Geu.  J  icksrm,  Bl.ike,  .Vii.imi — 'I'i- 
ger,  Burnnam,  ^ttickinac — Firefly,  Buffalo — Tra- 
i'eller,  Cuyihoga — fJaucy,  J^ne,  \lartin,  Miami-^' 

About  the  Banks. 

We  are  not  surprised  to  find  that  some  person.4 
have  insinuatsd  the  notion  that  it  is  our  wish  to  de- 
stroy the  baiiking  establishments  of  the  Uniieil 
Slates.  This  is  not  hov.'ever,  any  m«rs  tlie  case 
than  that  a  prudent  farmer,  by  cuxlingoffthe'^suckj 
crs,*'  or  leech  s  of  his  fruit  trees,  means  to  kill 
them.  We  wish  an  ex'ensive  p-.uning — a  c-<ireful 
retention  of  whi'-t  i3  good,  and  a  certain  destruction 
of  that  which  is  evil.  VJ\\&nb(i',k  nates  wtre  imiiet^^ 
these  institutions  eminently  subserved  the  public 
benefit,  though  cases  of  individual  suffering  were 
not  wanting:  but  since  tl'.e  fsital  suspension  of  spe<- 
cie  payments  in  1814,  whicli  caused  theferection  cyf* 
such  estaljlishments  by  any  set  of  men  who  had 
money  or  credit  enough  to  p.ty  a  paper  makef  and 
engraver— and  licensed,  as  it  were,  gangs  of  rogues 
to  exercise  the  power  of  makuig  money — thesvsieni 
has  been  extended,  and  the  g^jnernl  mass  so  cob* 
rupted,  that  a  severe  cutting  must  takf  place*  of 
the  whole  will  perish.  But  to  this — whir.ii  may  be 
considered  a  general  commeuJationof  tlieold  banks^ 
and  a  common  censure  of  the  new  ones,  we  may 
find  many  exceptions:  some  of  tlie  former  Iiav« 
sunk  into  the  filth  of  sfjeciilatinn,  a.wA  are  mere  tools 
for  a  few  designing  men  to  work  wirh,— cofldiLls  of 
a  hundred  petty  villaiivies; — whilst  several  of  tlia 
latter  have  emulated,  ad^ipted  and  persevered  iit 
the  old  system — which  was  built  upon  capital,  and^ 
administered  on  the  principle  that  their  notes  were 
really  as  money;  never  calculating  that  one  rag 
should  meet  the  demand  of  another  rag. 

The  itr.pression  is  very  general  and  perhaps  pfet* 
ty  v/ell  founded,  tliat  not  many  of  our  banks  ar& 
now  able  to  pay  their  debts,  as  they  may  be  rea.' 
sonably  demanded,  in  coin.  It  is  au  important  ques.! 
tion  to  enquire  why  are  they  so  situated.''  Wliat 
important  change  has  occurred  in  the  tradeand  re» 
lalions  of  the  United  S'.ates  wittiin  the  last  seven 
or  eghtyears,(v.'hencjin  Was  exceedingly  abundant, 
and  was,  indeed,  as  lumber  in  the  Vaiilts  of  ou:' 
banks,)  'o  cause  a  state  of  things  so  oppnslie  t(» 
wiiat  ihey  were.''— 1  haVe  repeatedly  a^kt-d  iho:it3 
questions  of  my  friends  and  neighbors,  wlienbanla- 
mg  v-as  the  topic  of  oonvcrsatjoji,  and  no  one  ha.4 
satiisfactorily  answered  them.  Some  say  that  the 
balance  of  trade  was  not  then  so  much  against  us*-- 
tJ:'>.t  cammsrce  was  iirely,  h;;.  &c.     liut  the  roof  oi. 
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the  matter  lies  far  beyond  remaiks  like  these,  as 
we  s'ljtU  .vt'icmpt  to  sl)ew  dirr-clly. 

The  history  nf  every  country  teaclies  us  that 
specie  r(  tires  u'i  paper  money  app^ary — K'lssiii,  Ans 
tri;i,  FiiHfia,  Eng-lnnd  and  the  United  States,  are 
inonuniciits  ol'lhiH  fact.  In  the  first,  for  instuiice, 
three  paper  rtihles  are  of  the  present  value  of  one 
in  coin — and  we  in  the  United  Stales  rt-|;uhite  the 
V;i[ne  of  /»?/.s,?j-;?j  money  by  tlie  exchange  between 
J-'ete:\-ihityg  add  /yo/x/o?;— slicw  ini^  that  its  VaUie  is 
jjl'ogei'ier  ideal,  ss  it  may  be  afl'ected  by  the  slighi- 
fcKt  ptiii'ical  incident.  We  never  heard  much  of 
Vlie  scitrcity  of  wo??!'//  in  llussiu  before  her  issues  of 
Ji(ip''f:  rui-  w.is  money  nearly  as  scarce  in  tlie  Unit- 
ed Siates  before  the  late  establishments  ofoiir  nu- 
iiit!'ou8  rag-shi>ps,  as  it  is  now  or  soon  will  be.  The 
cause  of'!\is  seems  manifest — lite  sudden  and  al 
most  vvliniitted  CTcAxnn  of  something  that  stood  in 
lieu  of  money,  rapidly  advanced  the  price  of  com- 
i;.odrics,  by  in'.roducing  a  luxurious  prodigality, 
wiiicii  lias  exlendoJ  like  a  plague  through  all  clas- 
ses of  S'ciety.  Here  is  the  reason  why,  though  our 
co'.fon,  tob:icco,  j^rain,  &c.  bear  enonnoua  prices 
a-rosid,  i!iat  we  are  so  much  in  debt  to  foreigners 
—or,  in  other  words,  the  cause  tliatthe  balance  of 
tr  ;le  is  apainst  us.  Let  us  endeavor  by  a  few 
ji;:;j  1  vein:(rks  to  demonstrate  this  position. 

f,  ere  are  about  four  hundnd  hanks  in  the  Unit- 
ed S  ales,  wlt!i  an  average  of  20  mfinagers  and 
cUrkfi  eacii,  hiid  at  an  expense  of  gS.OuU  a  year, 
oMewi'h  another.  That  is— banks  400;  persons, 
8  (t()0:  dollars  2,000,000. 

\\  re  is  a  poweiful  class — a  f:eparatcil  people — a 
sor.  of  a  nnliiJitf/,  whose  interests  are  more  or  less 
at  va-.iiuce  with  tiie  interests  of  tlie  community  at 
luge;  invested  with  exclusive,  or  peculiar,  privi- 
lef,es,  and  very  naturally  uxing  them  to  their  own 
fipccial  and  individual  advjintage.  It  may  be  esti- 
mated lliat  tliey  co'.itroul  a  real  or  fictitious  amount 
of  mo.-iC)  and  its  representative  credit  in  paper, 
(,)f  every  character  and  description)  to  the  extent 
of  four  liundred  millions,  witli  which  to  build  up 
r;r  put  down  tens  of  thousands  at  their  own  good 
V.  ill  and  discretion.  Now,  who  can  calculate  the 
influence  of  such  a  body,  so  powerfully  command- 
iiit;  tiie  purse  strings  of  a  people?  And  what  is  the 
tffeci  of  their  example? — Who  tliat  is  made  a  presi- 
dent, casliier  or  director  of  one  or  our  truly  modern 
banks,  that  does  not  dash  into  some  extravagance 
i'l  dress  or  living?  His  family  follows  his  lead,  for 
*>fither  can  get  plenty  of  money,"  and  the  whole 
tconoiT.y  of  his  household  is  changed.  Emulation 
is  thus  excited  — each  one  a  little  apes  the  style  that 
lie  cannot  attain — plainness  of  dress  and  manners 
are  cast  into  the  shade,  and  things  are  valued  ra- 
ther  by  t'eir  cost  than  by  their  utility.  We  know 
tliat  a  superabundance  of  real  money  destroyed  the 
Kaman  virtue,  and  laid  the  foundation  on  which 
was  erected  the  despoiism  under  which  that  people 
groaned.  We  see  that  England  m  about  20  years, 
by  paper  money,  has  nearly  lost,  and  soon  must 
lost',  tlie  independent  yeomanry  that  lately  was  the 
boiist  and  true  glory  of  that  counti-y — are  we  to 
expect  that  like,  causes  will  fail  to  produce  like  ef- 
fects in  our  beiialf— that  riches,  real  or  fictitious, 
will  not  produce  luxury,  that  luxury  will  not  gro.v 
into  despotism?  It  is  this  luxurious  living— origi- 
nating in  the  example  (;fllie  r«^  6(irft7/s  and  other 
spcrnLitovs,  that  Causes  the  balance  of  trade  to  be 
ajfainst  us,  and  it  must  remain  to  be  .so  until  we 
ret\irn  to  tiiose  times  when  a  dollar  was— seven 
siairnigs  an  I  six  pence.  That  is  to  say,  until  a 
general  retrencliment  takes  place,  and  doniectic  and 
pjUtical  economy  are  beUes:  attended  to— and,  in  the 


labor  of  obtaining  money,  we  are  made  to  know  its 
>\ortii  when  about  to  spend  it.  It  is  hard  to  aban- 
don the  gew-gaws  of  life — but  leather  breeches 
a!',d  plenty,  are  better  thun  sattin  small  clothes  and 
the  rations  of  a  j".il 

These  banks  are  eating  up  the  people.  Take  an 
example— 1  have  before  me  a  list  of  the  trials  at 
"November  te  rm"  before  the  supreme  court  of  New 
fJastle  county,  Delaware,  in  which  there  is  also  a 
court  of  Cnniiiion  Pieas,  having  nearly  tlie  same 
jurisdiction  and  transacting  the  same  sort  of  busi- 
ness. 'I'his  county,  by  the  census  of  1810,  con- 
tained 19,436  white  persons,  of  each  sex  and  all 
a^es;  at  present,  perhaps  25,000.  The  stiits  by  the 
banks,  corfimenced  since  November  last,  amoimt  to 
■levcniu/ive, — and,  allowing  the  court  of  common 
pleas  to  have  the  same  number,  (which  it  p'obably 
lias)  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  for  this  sumlt  county, 
in  one  year — and  llieir  vaults  are  loaded  with  bonds, 
mortga,:^es  and  other  securities,  held  in  ierrorem 
over  the  heads  of  several  hundreds  more.  It  is 
thus  almost  every  where — and  wherever  it  exist?, 
if  we  cannot  charge  the  banks  causing  it  with  di- 
rect crimir.aHty,  we  must  at  least  censure  them  as 
having  been  liighly  imprudent.  Like  harlots,  they 
seem  have  stood  in  the  highway  with  n^ked  bosotrts, 
to  tempt  the  people  to  sin.  Commopi  prtLdence  h:<s 
interfered  for  the  common  safety;  and  the  people 
have  made  a  solemn  pause.  'I'he  chaste  banks 
mnat  be  preserved — but  the  rest  shalii'be  cinsumed 
by  their  own  abominations,  and  perish  on  their  own 
dung  hills. 

It  was  not  until  lately  that  the  people /./i  (and 
without  feeling  it  seems  that  tliey  will  not  see")  llie 
great  error  committed  by  making  acts  of  ixconro- 
HATioN  too  cheap — and  especially  those  vesting 
persons  with  vwney -making  powers.  It  is  only 
within  four  or  five  years  that  the  American  ))ublic 
may  be  said  to  have  felt  the  power  of  bankir.g.— 
Our  cities  were  partially  vexed,  but  tiie  farmers 
and  oilier  inhabitants  of  the  interior,  were  out  of 
the  reacli  of  their  influence,  and  the  community 
was  healthy.  But  now  that  those  institutions  have 
penetrated  the  forest,  and  levied  their  contribu- 
tinns  on  the  first  stroke  of  the  axe, — the  people  are 
aroused,  and,  rubbing  their  eyes,  begin  to  enquire 
how  it  has  happened  that  unknown  and  irrefponsi- 
6/e  individuals  are  enableKl  thus  to  vex  and  oppress 
them.  We  think  that  hereafter  many  will  resolve 
never  to  give  their  consent  to  charter  a  monied  es- 
tablishment, but  on  the  positive  condition  that 
the  people  shall  be  from  time  to  time  informf  d  of 
the  names  of  its  members,  and  those  members 
be  jointly  and  severally  actionable  ibr  any  of  the 
contracts  of  their  association.  Herein  we  m.iy  find 
tionorable  safely — for  real  capitalists,  able  to  pay 
their  debts,  will  not  lend  their  names  to  desperate 
speculators.  For  my  own  part,  1  am  seriously  re- 
solved, never  to  aid  or  assist  in  the  establishment 
of  any  money-making  aliib  on  any  other  terms  tha  -i 
those  stated — until  ai  least,  society  is  purged  of  its 
present  desperate  and  degraded  condition.  Were  I 
a  legislator,  I  sliould  consider  myself  a  rebel  to 
common  sense  and  a  perjured  viliuin — if,  under  tlie 
jiressure  of  such  institutions,  I  voted  in  faA'or  of  a 
monopd^,  or  assistetl  to  build  up  privileged  orders 
anioi  gst  uiy  cuntrymen.  '"W^e  have  noi  found  an- 
gt-ls  lo  govern  us" — responsibility,  glorious  ?;«/ir/- 
riurt/ responsibility,  is  the  ark  in  which  is  morally 
deposited  the  fundamental  law  of  Almightt  Gon 
to  rule  and  govern  mankind — all  else  is  heresy, 
civil  or  religious.  Banks  afier  banks  fail  to  nieel 
heir  engageaienis — in  plai:i  and  honest  language, 
they  become  Oanlvrupts,  yet  their  officers  and  stock- 


NILES'  REGISTER -NOVEMBER  T,  1 8 18— ABOUT  THE  BANKS.         1(^1 


jiolclers  roll  in  their  coaches,  and  impudently  laugh 
at  the  miseiies  they  have  produced — nearly  uU 
of  wliich  falls  upon  tlie  poor  and  necessitouis,— on 
honest  labor  and  virtuous  simplicity.  Tiiis  is  terri 
ill/ the  triUli,and  the  foulest  blot  in  the  whole  bu- 
siness.  So  much  about  banks  in  general — we  shall 
n3W  notice  the  great  Leviathan — the  thing-  that, 
jTf  iwiered  in  speculation,  like  Aaron's  rod  gifted  by 
Ornnipotent  wisdom  and  justice,  was  to  have  shal- 
lowed up  all  that  came  in  competition  with  it. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNI  lED  STATES. 
Ab  the  meeting  of  congress  approaclies,  every 
body  enquires,  what  will  be  done  about  the  bank? 
We  answer — nothing,  to  chastise  iis  aberrations,  or 

-restore  the  hopes  entertained  on  its  establishment 

> we   bflieve,  however,    there   is  ypX    viruie 

enough  left  to  refuse  any  further  Jucihties  for  the 
corr.ioission  of  wrong.  We  have  several  times  dark- 
ly hinted  at  a  great  intrigue  which  was  going  on  to 

.relieve  the  banking  systi^m,  generally,  and  especial- 
ly to  suhicrve  the  grand  views  of  ihe  bank  of  tlic 
United  States.  I  am  just  now  informed  of  what 
this  intrigue  is but  private  honor  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  mention  it,  at  present.  The  object  is,  by 
bits  of  fjapT  to  (irfvent  the  banks  from  bein^  cowpelieil 
to  pay  Uwir  debts — .this  is  the  "long  and  the  short"  of 

.the  whole  affair.  Aye,  and  the  pretence  is  most 
specious,  the  appearance  most  sedtscing — but  the 
instantaneous  efiect  will  be  to  banish  money,  and 
bring  about  those  hoppy  times  when  lordly  banks 
issued  notes  for  sir  nml  a  quarter  cents — anil  a  cop 
per  coin  ;\'as  a  rarity!  To  effect  this  arrangement, 
many  of  the  local  banks  (though  once  grievously 
cheated)  will  zeilously  co-operate — to   seal   their 

.  ©wn  ruin;  for  tiie  bits  of  papei-,  above  alluded  to, 
will  immediately  centre  in  the  bank  of  tlie  United 
States,  and  bs  made  a  medium  to  act  directlj 
against  them.  Perhaps,  as  tlie  people  are  alarmed 
o:i  this  subject,  the  project  may  not  be  pressed— 
though  we  have  ;'easo?i  to  believe  thzt  much  exertion 
has  been  made  to  convince  certain  members  of  con- 
gress of  the  propriety  of  it — and  were  astonished 
to  be  informed  that  a  distinguished  gentleman,  of 
whom  indee'.',  we  oxpected  a  difft  rent  conduct,  had 
boldly  predicted  ihe  triumph  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  and  the  prostration  of  Uie  heal  institutions. 
Upon  my  conscience,  1  would  rather  agree  to  have  a 
hereditary  president  and  a  senate  for  life,  tiian  that 
this  thing  should  happen.  In  the  latter  case,  our 
president  and  senators  might  be  influenced  to  good 
actions  by  a  sense  of  individual  shame  or  a  love  of 
true  glory,  and  the  choice  of  representatives  would 
be  left  free  to  us:  but  in  the  other,  an  unknown  and 
irresponsible  aristocracy  would  be  raised  up,  se- 
cret as  the  "council  of  ten,"  and  remoi's^less  as  the 
*'holy  inquisition."  Give  me  to  live  under  any  des- 
potism  but  that  which  springs  from  the  command 
of  money! — for  it  is  the  most  base  and  UHprinciplcd 
of  all.  I  well  remember  to  have  witnessed  a  scene 
in  early  youth  w'hich  experience  has  fixed  as  a  land- 
mark for  my  government:  In  a  crowd  of  people  as- 
sembled at  a  corner,  discoursing  upon  an  imporl- 
ant  political  stihject,  was  one  person  who  had  lost 
and  another  who  had  made,  a  great  fortune  in  the 
revolution—  tlie  one  by  selling  his  certificates  at 
two  and  six  pence  in  the  pound,  the  ctiier  by  pur- 
chasing and  funding  them.  The  latter,  putting  his 
arms  a-kimbe,  and  with  a  look  that  would  not  have 
dishonored  the  authoritative  visage  of  a  tliree  tailed 
bashaw,  looking  the  former  in  the  face,  said,  "it  is 

for  tis  men  of  property  to  speak  of  those  things — yov 
have  110  right  to  meddle  toilh  them.'"     The  soldier  (|tii 
tered  with  indignation — v/ith  hands  uplifted,  and 


eyes  flashing  fire,  he  w.is  ready  to  jump  on  his  ad 
varsary  like  a  tiger,  as  if  literally  to  tear  him  to 
pieces — but  the  grey  hairs  of  tho  man  of  money 
saved  him  from  ti'.e  instant  cha.stispTient  which  his 
insolence  deserved,  tliough  they  did  not  pro"ecthi:^» 
from  a  torrent  of  hi.jh-souled  invective  tha^  i  sltall 
never  forget — \fhich  then  cavised  my  ytinng  heart 
to  feel  a  degree  of  commlssevaiion  for  on?  ard  oC 
contempt  for  tlie  other,  that  never  can  be  eradicat- 
ed fronj  it  until  it  ceases  to  heai:  ■•  and  Prnni  tliat 
time,  if  there  was  any  thing  ihat  I  hated  .ibove 
all  other  things,  it  was  th.e  insolence  i>f  ili-got» 
ten  wealth;  as  lieing  destitute  of  one  solitary 
principle  of  good  to  save  it  from  a  total  condemn-i- 
lion.  The  pride  of  ancestry,  and  tl;e  pomp  Qi 
pov/er,  are  negative  virtues  when  co.Tipare.l  to  it. 

Rut congress    will   -.lOt,   cannot,   dnrg   not, 

pass  the  laws  proposed  to  pamper  speculation.  On 
tlie  broad  ground  of  "r-iquLiti^ig  commerce"  iliey 
may  do  much  that  the  tVatTiei's  of  five  con.stitu'tfin 
never  intended  they  should  do.  They  may  prohi- 
bit the  exportation  of  coin,  if  Out  p;e..se,  mil  as, 
in  some  cases  (tiut  not  at  present)  it  in:^y  he  Ic-eined 
expedient — still  they  cannot  siilwiitute  a  paper  me- 
dium for  it,  and  compel  me  to  »ak  =>  it  'v\  r).U'ment  of 
debts  justly  due  to  me.  .\nj  this  it  is  v.lijch  is 
findly  designed  to  be  attempted — for  the  benefit  of 
the  rag-barons. 

To  conclude,  all  tliat  we  hope  from  the  present 
congress  (though  we  expect  belter  thirg.i  of  the 
iieit)  is -a  refusal  -jf  any  facility  to  speculation, ^ 

OP  TA^riTO  THE  UX1TF.I)  STATUS  B.»'>K  STOCK. 

Af'erail,  however,  we  mainly  rely  upon  tlie  vir- 
tue and  firmnes>--  of  tiie  several  states  to  pr-  vent  tlie 
growth  of  an  intluence  superior  to  that  of  tlie  ronsti- 
lution  itself,  upon  the  well-being  of  the  people. 

We  never  had  any  doubt  of  the  right  and  pow(*p 
of  the  states  to  tax  the  bank  of  the  United  S*ate.s, 
and  should  be  sorry  to  duubt  i*,  because  in  it  \\fs 
the  best,  or  only,  liope  of  safety.  The  siimnrary  view 
of  this  subject  taken  in  thefdlrvving  fimidar  letter 
to  the  editor — th'iugh  not  written  for  publication, 
is  perhaps,  mucli  better  ih.an  at  y  thing  t'•.•»t^ve  can 
additionally  say  upon  it.  We  tlieref  ire  ij.ve  it  in  ai 
its  own  simplicity  and  force,  as  we  received  \\— — 
Extiact  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Ohio  to  the 
editor  of  the  Register. 
"Rkau  sin — III  one  of  iny  Ute  letters,!  t'dnk  Ipro» 
mised  to  sugtrest  to  yovi  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
authority  of  the  .'-.tales  to  tax  the  U.  States'  bank, 
drawn  from  the  luvs  respecting  the  public  lands. 
Thi-  "ordinance  for  the  government  of  tlie  territory 
of  the  United  Sta'e«,  north-west  of  ihe  river  Ohi:)," 
(article  it)  provi-'es  that  "no  tux  shall  be  impnse/t 
upon  lands  the  properly  of  the  United  Stntea;  and  ia 
no  case  shall  tlie  non-resident  pro;.n-ietors  be  ta.xfd 
higher  than  resident;"  by  the  territory,  or  the  new 
states  to  be  formed  therein. 

"The  legislatures  of  tl\e  north-we'itern  istatPi 
undoubtedly  possessed  the  power  to  tax  the  Vnited 
>Siates  lands,  and  raise  revt-i.^.e  therefrom,  or  pro- 
vision would  not  have  been  tl  us  made  against  the 
exercise  of  tliat  power,  Tliia  si-ipulatioU}  io  secure 
the  United  Stales'  land  from  tax  by  the  states,  np. 
pears  to  concede  to  them  the  right  Ar.d  ponK-r  to 
raise  revenue,  by  tax,  on  the  p'roperty  r,f  the  U. 
States  in  all  cases  not  expressly  provided  against. 
If,  therefore,  the  property  of  the  U-ii  id  States  may 
be  tuxed  by  the  stales,  in  cases  v.'herellis  not  pre- 
viously excepted  by  mutual  agrremcnt,  siu-ely  pro- 
perty belor.gmg  to  the  Unite-l  States  and  .in  incor- 
porated assOciaiion,  j'lin'.lu,  may  like.. vise  he  taxed 
—especially  v/here  »  sixth  or  :.iventh  p,Mt>  ouhj,  is 
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owned  by  tlie  U-.i'ed  States.  The  states,  undoubt- 
edly, possess  the  power  to  raise  revenue  from  copi 
^(// vested  in  baiifc  stock-,  as  well  as  from  capital  ves'^- 

ed  in  /«;«/,?,•  and  lliis  power  has  been  unhesitatini^ly 
exercised  by  many  of  the  states.  They  have  like- 
wise the  satTie  rifht  to  tax  the  lands  ofiion  residents, 
.  as  to  tax  the  lands  of  residents.  The  states,  there 
fore,  clearly  possess  the  right  and  power  to  tax  and 
to  raise  revenue  from  capital  employed  in  a  non-re- 
sident bank,  located  by  the  non-resulenl  proprietors 
of  it,  wilhin  the  state;  as  well  as  to  raise  revenue 
from  capital  employed  in  resident  bunks,  authorised 
by  lej^islalive  authority.  : 

"The  state  of  Ohio  raises  a  consider.able  revenue 
from  taxes  on  the  state  banks,  But  if  siie  possessed 
not  the  power  to  tax  the  United  S'ates  branch 
banks,  and  the  directors  of  the  'mother  bank^  should 
lake  it  in  head  to  establish  a  dozen  branch,  es  in  til  is 
state,  fand  there  is  7io  Inio  to  prevent  them  from  cstub- 
lishiiiff  as  many  as  they  please  J— wh^t  wouUl  be  the 
consequence?  Wliy,  it  mi^^ht  be,  tliat  the  state 
hanks  would  be  compelled  to  "shut  tip  .shop,"  atid 
the  state  thus  be  deprived  of  a  comiderubU-rei'enne. 
This  would  have  the  same  effect,  and  would  be 
equally  as  oppressive,  as  if  congress  was  to  pass 
.  a  Jaw  to  exempt  from  taxation  all  the  lands  that 
mij,'ht  be  purchased,  in  this  state,  hy  an  incorpo- 
rated company  in  the  city  of  Philadtiphia,  I  am, 
therefore,  clearly  of  opinion — and  V  think  the  infer- 
ence is  irregistablc — that  con^aess  have  no  power 
to  establish  a  b.mk,  in  any  of  the  slates,  whicl:  shall 
be  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  state  autlioritie.s 
and  that  if  it  be  made  appear,  from  the  tenure  of 
titeir  charter,  that  a  tax  cannot  be  imposed  upon 
them,  v/ithout  infringing  it — then,  no  further  or 
clearer  proof  is  wanted,  that  congress  have  exceeded 
their  consiitiUiuual  J.'owers,  and  the  sooner  the  proper 
measures  are  taken  to  retrace  their  steps,  the  better.' 

."Tiiis  summary  train  of  reasoninij  lias  occurred 
to  me  since  I  took  up  my  pen  to  scribble  this  letter; 
and  I  have  here  sketched  it  out  hastily,  as  the  ideas 
suggested  themselves,  without  order  or  method. 
If  the  arguments  appear  to  be  just,  make  what  use 
of  them  you  please." 

a3=The  state  of  Maryland  and  I  believe  Ken- 
tucky, have  passed  laws  to  tax  the  bank  of  the  Unit, 
cd  State-s.  Similar  law.s  will  probably  b.^  passed 
by  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Ohio — and  perhaps 
by  some  other  states.  A  suit,  v.  e  are  informed,  is 
,;ihout  to  be  carried  at  once  before  the  superior  court 
of  the  United  S.aies,  to  tess  the  law  ot  Maryland. 


Connecticut. 

By  his  excellency  Oliveh  Wulcutt,  governor  and 

commander  in  chief  in  and  over  the  state  of  Con- 

nec'.icut — a  prqci  amatiojt: — 

Whtreiis  the  Genend  Jissembly  of  this  State  have, 
dni ;)ig  tlcir  present  session,  passed  a  llesolution  in 
the  f/liorviiij  vj'jvde,  viz. 

"Where-Sj  by  return  of  votes  made  to  this  As- 
sembly,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  (ieneral 
Assembly,  pavscd  at  their  session  in  May  last,  it  aji- 
peas  that  the  constitution  of  civil  goverr.ment, 
framed  bv  the  coiivenlion  held  at  Hartford,  on  the 
fourih  Wednesday  of  August  last,  has  been  ratified 
:\nd  approved  by  the  people  of  this  slate: 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  his  excellency 
the  governor  lie,  and  lie  is  hereby  requested  to  issue 
Jiis  proclamation,  declaring  that  said  constitution 
has  been  duly  ratified,  agreeable  to  tiiC  direction  of 
s.iid  convention,  and  is  to  be  and  rc-main  the  su- 
pn  me  law  o'.' this  state." 
Tlicrefcrej  in  par&uance  of  i;ai-d  r(^svlutio7i  I  do  now 


issue  tMs  my  firnclana:io?i,  &nd  do  hereby  BrcLinc, 
that  the  constitution  of  civil  government  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  slate  of  Connecticut,  framed  by  a  conven'* 
tion  of  their  delegates  at  Hartford,  and  published 
o!)  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  last,  has  been 
duly  approved  and  ratified,  and  is  henceforth  to  be 
observed,  by  all  persons  whom  it  doth  and  may  con- 
cern, as  the  supreme  law  of  this  state. 

In  testimony  wh.ereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  state  to  be  affixed, 
at  the  council  chamber  in  New  Haven,  this  twelfth 
day  of  Odober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  Americ,'»,  the 
forty-tliird.  OLIVER  WOLCO'l'T. 

By  his  excellencv's  command, 
Thomas  Dat,  Secretary. 


Treaties  with  tiie  Indians. 

Cincimiati,  Oct.  J.  Our  corrc!^poihleT>t  at  St.  Ma* 
ry's  has  furiiislied  us  vvi'.h  the  following  liHS'y 
sketch  of  tlie  trf'alies  concluded  with  the  Indians 
by  our  commissioners.  The  treaties  were  signed 
on  the  6th  instant.  By  these  treaties  the  United 
States  have  secured  more  th:  n  seven  millions  of 
acres  of  land. 

We  learn  from  our  correspondent  that  the  Mia- 
mies  manifested  a  great  deal  of  duplicity  in  their 
negociations. 

To  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  these  acquisi- 
tions are  of  immense  iinportance.  In  a  few  years 
these  almost  interminable  forests  will  be  converted 
into  flourishing  towns  and  villages  and  cultivated 
farms;  the  siknt  footsteps  of  the  savage  will  give 
way  to  the  resounding  of  the  axe,  the  din  of  indus* 
try,  and  the  bustle  of  commercial  enterprise. 
Revision  of  the  treaty  of  1SI7. 

Additional  reserves  by  the  Wyandotts  at  Upper 
Sandusky;  on  the  nor'di  side  between  the  Cherokee, 
Boys'  reserve  and  the  12  miles,  640  acres,  connect- 
ing  the  two;  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  12  miles, 
55,680  acres. 

To  the  Wyandotte,  residing  at  Solorcon's  town 
16;000  acres  to  centre  at, Big  Spring,  between  Up- 
pe*  Sandusky  and  Ibrt  Findlay,  and  160  acres  lower 
-ide,  Mrs.  W'i.it.iker's  reserve  at  Lower  Sanduskj', 
reserved  for  a  ferry  or  crossing  place  for  the  Indi- 
a  ,s. 

To  the  Shawanocs  on  the  east  side  of  the  former 
reserve  at  Wapakanetto,  12,800  acres. 

To  the  Shawanoes  and  Senecasonthe  west  side 
of  Lewis'  reserve  off  miles,  S960  acres  to  be  equal- 
ly divided  east  and  west,  the  north  lialf  for  the 
Senccas,  and  the  south  for  the  Shawanoes. 

To  tiie  Seneca  Indiiins  adjoining  south  of  their 
reserve  of  1817,  on  each  side  Sandusky  river, 
10,000  acres. 

^idilitional  annidties. — To  the  Wyandotts,  500  dol- 
lars; bhawaitocs  and  Senecis  of  Levvi.s'  tov.'n,  1000 
dollars;  Sentcas  on  Sandusky  river  500  dollars;  Ot- 
taways,  1,.%00  dollars;  perpetually,  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally. Ail  togedier,  with  annuities  heretofore  grant- 
ed, payable  in  specie. 

7Vmfwr)/1818. 

The  Puttawattimies  cede  from  the  mouth  of  Tip- 
pecanoe river  up  tlie  same  to  a  point  that  will  be 
25  miles  from  the  Wabash  on  a  direct  line;  thence 
pjiadel  with  the  general  course  of  the  Wabash  to 
the  VermiUioii  river,  dow  n  t!ie  same  to  the  Wabash, 
t:ience  down  the  Wabash  to  the  place  of  beginning 
(siippcstd  o  be  50  or  60  rniUs.)  .'11  their  title  southi 
of  the  Wabash,  fir  which  they  are  to  receive  S250(), 
in  spec,ie»^  annually  fcaever,  to  be  paid  equally  at' 
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Detroit  and  Chicago;   also  all  annuities  heretofore,  Indian  claim  had  never  been  extinguished  therein, 
granted  to  be  paid  in  specie.  i  At  the  close  of  the  revoltitionary  war,  it  ri-as  found 


Grants  to  the  following  persons,  half  bloods; 
James,  Jolin,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Abraham  Burnet, 
two  sections  of  land  each;  and  to  Rebecca  and  Nun- 
cy  Burnet,  one  section  each — half  of  the  s^nie  on 
the  lowei"  side  of  tlie  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river, 
on  Wabash,  and  'he  otiier  lialf  on  Fiinl  river. 

640  acres  to  Peerish,  -i  Pultawattamie  chief,  on 
Flint  river,  at  his  residence. 

640  acres  to  M-jry  Chattalie,  on  Wabash,  below 
the  mouth  of  Pine  river. 

The  Weas  cede  their  whole  interest  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois — Reserva'ion  of  7  miles  square, 
on  Wabash,  above  the  moutli  of  Raccoon  cre»rk. 
.  The  United  States  to  pay  them  a  peipetuul  annuity 
of  1150  do'lars,  which  added  to  annuities  Iieretofore, 
m'ikes  three  thousand  dollars  annually,  all  payable 
in  specie. 

Tiie  Del.iwares  cede  all  their  claim  in  Indiana,  on 
AVliite  river.     The  United  States  to  furnish  them 
lands  to  settle  on  west  of  the  Mississ'ppi,  on  the 
Arkansas,  pay  them  for  their  improvements  wliere 
■  they  now  live  120  horses,  not  to  exceed  40  dollars 
,  in  value  each;  furnish  perouges  for  transportation, 
provisions  f  )r  'heir  journey,  permit  them  to  occupy 
for  three  years  hereafter  tlieir  farms  on  AVbi^e  river, 
^.,  and  to  pay  them  a  perpetual  annuity  of  4000  dol- 
lars, which,  together  with  annuities  now  existing, 
are  payable  in  specie — Also  to  furnish  them  with  a 
blacksmith  when  they  settle  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi.    They  reserve  two  and  a  half  sections  of  land 
at  First  creek,  above  Old  Fort,  and  are  to  receive 
13320  dollars  for  the  liquidation  of  debts  owed  by 
them  to  traders,  Stc. 

Tiie  Miamies  cede  their  interest  to  the  country 
east  of  the  Wabash,  soutii  of  a  line  from  Fort 
Wayne  west  to  the  Wabasli;  reserving  one  tract  of 
20  miles  square  on  tlie  Wabash,  besides  a  great 
many  others  of  less  m&gniuidc.  The  U.  S-ates  to 
pay  them  15,000  dollars  per  annum,  perpetually, 
ifi  specie. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  reserved  are, 

I?y  the  Shawncse  125,360 

'do.  Oaowas,  65,040 

do.  Wyandotts,  163,840 

do  Scnecas,  32,000 

do  for  a  landing  place  160 


impracticable,  from  the  dearth  and  wretched  state 
of  the  currency  of  thp  United  Stales,  adequately 
to  compensate  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had 
fought  and  bled  to  secure  our  independence,  liut, 
desirous,  as  far  as  it  was  practicahh'",  'o  remunerate 
them  for  the  privations,  toils  «nd  dangers  they  had 
encountered,  the  s';<te  of  North-Carolina,  as  an  act 
of  justice,  conveyed  to  them  and  thpir  heu-s  certain 
portions  of  land,  tlien  lying  within  tiie  Indian  bouu- 
dary,  but  embraced  by  tlie  charter  of  that  state. 

In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  Nortli-Carolina,  from 
2  to  3,000,000  acres  of  land  were  thus  appropriated 
from  tliirty  to  f)rty  years  ago,  in  that  section  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  which  is  now  attempted  to  be 
■acquired  frotn  the  Cliickasaw  Indian:^  by  purchase. 
And  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  who 
fought,  bled  and  died,  to  establisli  our  indepen- 
dence, a'lfl  oiir  boasl'^d  Efoveniment^  have  nearly  all 
been  suffered  to  pass  olT  tlie  st.'.ge  of  action,  before 
one  vigorous  efibrt  lias  been  made  by  that  govern- 
ment to  place  them  in  tlie  enjoyment  of  t!iis  small 
pittance  for  their  services. 

This  act  of  jtistice  and  magnanimity  has  b^^-en  re-' 


Total,  386,400 
I'.ands  ceded  to  Individuals,  8,680 


Total,     395,080 

From  the  M^shziUe  Clarion. — We  have  never  wit- 
nessed an  event  which  has  excited  so  deep,  univer- 
sal and  lively  an  interest  in  this  state,  as  tlie  treaty 
which  is  about  to  be  held  with  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians. An  extensive  and  fertile  tract  of  country, 
lying  between  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  Missis- 
sippi, embracing  nearly  one-third  of  the  state  of 
Ten-aessee  and  part  of  Kentucky,  we  understand  is 
to  be  the  subject  of  this  negociation. 

Whether  the  acquisition  of  this  territory  be  re- 
Ijarded  in  a  political  point  of  viev/,  or  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  individuals,  it  is  equally  interesting  and 
important.  During  tlie  progress,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  American  revolution,  the  territory  south- 
vest  of  the  Ohio,  now  styled  t!ie  state  of  Tennessee, 
constituted  a  part  of  North-C;irolina.  At  that  pe- 
riod, it  was  compatible  with  the  laws  of  North-Ca- 
rolina for  individuals  to  enter  and  appropriate  v.a- 
cant  lands,  any  where  within  the  chartered  limits  of 
he  state,  and  perfect  titles  to  the  same,  altho'  the 


served  f  n*  president  Monroe,  who  was  himself  an 
officer  of  the  revolution,  and  who  can  too  well  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  the  services  of  his  conu 
patriots  and  companions  in  arms,  to  withhold  from 
ihe;n,  for  a  moment,  the  inconsiderable  reward, 
which  lias  long  ago  been  awarded,  but  shamefully 
procrastinated  in  its  consummation. 


Foreign  Articles. 

E5(ri.A!yn  &r. 

A  meeting  of  the  people  of  London  was  called  ai 
the  Palace  yard  on  tlie  17th  of  Sept.  The  result 
l)as  not  reached  us.  It  seems  to  have  been  designed 
as  the  beginning  of  general  meetings  thrru;.v*:Out 
the  kingdom,  to  represent  the  grievances  of  tlie 
people. 

The  spinners,  v/eavers,  and  colliers,  of  Manches- 
ter and  Stockport,  are  in  a  very  aiarming  state. 
Several  lives  have  been  lost  in  diiTerent  affrays.  At 
Manchester  the  number  of  one  mob  has  been  esti- 
mated at  30,000  men — probably  exaggerated.  They 
are  frequently  harangued,  and  seem  to  listen  wiJi 
great  delight  to  what  is  called  "treason."  Busine.s-s 
is  exceedingly  deranged.  They  demand  an  advance 
of  7s.  in  the  pound  of  their  wages. 

United  States  and  Spain. — A  London  paper,  of 
Sept  17,  says — "According  Jo  all  creditable  ac- 
counts, the  differences  between  Spain  and  Ameri- 
ca are  about  to  be  settled  in  a  manner  still  more 
amicable  than  had  been  anticipated;  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,having  already  given 
an  example  of  a  vigorous  assertion  of  what  they 
deemed  their  own  rights,  are  aboutlo  follow  it  hj' 
an  example  of  moderation  and  generosity  which 
no  one  in  Eyrope  expected.  It  is  thus  stated  in 
someof  the  journals  of  the  American  government, 
that  the  president  is  about  to  restore  thsFloridas 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  requiring  only  his  more  eifec- 
tual  fulfilment  of  that  article  of  the  last  treaty  by 
which  each  government  lias  obliged  itself  to  retain 
the  bordering  Indians  under  due  control.  If  Ame- 
rica sliall  act  in  this  wny,  we  trust  that  all  E'lrope 
will  be  unanimous  in  expressing  their  ;>pprob.ition 
of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  United  Stales." 

NETHKItLAJVnS. 

A  letter  from    Verviers   (sitjjated  in   the  Low 

Countries)  contain'?  the  following  curio\is  detail: — • 
4  rich  bachelor,  whose  social  Iiabits  had  rtnderei; 
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1  im  very  pcpular  in  that  cit)',  and  who  app-'a: eil 
to  l-ve  i.l  -:'-'  enjoymeiU  of  all  the  blessinj^s  of  life, 
wuiied  r.n  his  nots.ry,  *ritli  whom  he  had  an  inter- 
vi' w  of  an  iiovir,  and  on  liis  return  home  destroyed 
hiii.seif  with  a  pistol.  Tlie  notary  decUred,  that 
he  !ud  been  dictalinsf  liis  testament  in  due  form, 
and  iiad  left  four  million  ef  livrea  to  Ji'apoleon  and 
his  heirs, 

CJF.BIMANT. 

The  son  of  the  former  &'vcdish  king,  Gustavus, 
studies  at  the  ur,iversity  of  Hr  idelberg:.  His  appa- 
rent condition  is  that  of  a  privite  citizen. 

It  \i  said  'liat  there  are  600  otficers  scattered 
throKi^hmiV  Gerrratiy,  who  reciiveEnglisIi  half-pay, 
to  thi  amr:iin1;  of  72,000  pounds  sterlirip;  and  who, 
in  case  of  war,  can  immediately  be  called  into  ser- 
vice. 

Steam-boats  are  rimning'  on  the  Danube. 

Sinre  the  year  1814,  the  small-pox  has  not  been 
seen  at  Stettin. 

In  ordfr  to  check  and  prevent  nendicHii,  the 
church  of  the  Carthusians,  at  lliklesham,  is  con- 
verted into  an  inptitutioo  for  education  and  indus- 
try-  In  the  place  where  dumb  friars   formerly 

housed,  ihe  n'lih.r.thropist  bcliolds,  wiili  deliglit, 
about  500  sprightly  children.  Catholics,  Lutherans 
3nd  Israelites,  many  of  whom  are  supported  pratui- 
tously,  and  all  are  educated  and  usefully  employed. 

BAnnART    STATIS. 

A  letter  from  Algiers  says  -Since  the  death  of 
Aly  tliere  has  been  only  only  one  execution  here;  it 
w.is  lliat  of  hi^  brother  in  law,  an  Arab,  of  the  name 
of  Hagdi  Mtistapha,  imd  his  brother,  a  youth  of  13 
years  of  age;  they  were  both  tortured  for  fourteen 
days,  in  vraious  ways,  got  no  sl-jep,  and  H«gdi  was 
most  severely  bastinadoed.  He  received  first,  1000 
ptrok^s,  and  after  that  four  or  five  hundred  daily, 
Af:  cr  he  baa  received  4,500  strokes,  in  this  manner 
he  was  sent  home,  where  he  died  two  days  after. 
The  Turk's  fe.-tred  this  family  very  much  and  have 
therefore  extirpated  it. 

HATTI. 

The  late  report  about  a  great  battle  between  the 
rival  chiefs  of  Hayti,  it  is'stated  is  "wholly  desti- 
tyte  of  truth,  in  the  remotest  degree." 

Ti-e  sn'vjc  ols  of  king  Henry  are  in  deep  mourn- 
injj  Tor  pr^.-.ce  N^oel,  woo  perished  when  the  thun- 
der struck  the  citadel  in  August  last.  His  titles 
Were  as  1  iig  as  a  Spanish  nobleman's.  His  remains 
were  inferred  with  great  pomp— the  archbis)»op, 
himself,  pronouncing  the  eulogy. 

SOUTH  AMrniCA. 

Provhkiiee,  R.  I.  Oct.  29.— We  have  been  polite- 
ly favored  with  tfie  following  extract  of  a  letter, 
dated  Rio  Janeiro,  September  7,  1818. 
_  "There  are  so  many  holidays  in  tliis  country,  that 
it  takes  almost  a  month  to  load  one  vessel.  Yester- 
day I  s«\v  the  king,  queen,  and  all  the  royal  family, 
to  wiK^n^,  I  w  as  ob'ired  to  make  my  best  bow.  The 
ktr.g-  is  c  superstitious  old  grav.ny.  — Me  has  had,  for 
many  years,  a  sore  leg;  and  on  the  5th,  he,  with  his 
imusehoH,  HtsMvbled  in  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
grand  monusttrifs,  .^nd  with  prayers  for  the  resto- 
ration of  his  heahli,  there  presented  to  Sahit  Some- 
body v,  ii!z-ir  leq;  r.nd  it  is  an  absolute  fact,  that  this 
sar.ic  kif.g  John  ^'I.  openly  declared,  that,  "imme- 
diattly  after  the  ceremony  was  performed,  his  leg 
fell  belter!"  The  whole  of  the  population  were  pre- 
fcent. 

"Assassinations  are  frequent  here.  A  mulatto, 
who.  had  stabbed  two  men  in  one  day,  and  had  at* 
tempted  to  st-,1;  another,  a  few  days  since,  was 
whipped  in  diii'erent  p^rts  of  the  town.  His  sen- 
ttnce  was  "to  be  -.uhipped  to  death."-^h&  received 


800  lashes  that  dny,  a'  d  is  not  dead,  although  the 
stripes  were  laid  on  by  a  stout  negro,  with  all  bis 
might.  This  s:ime  negro  h^s  been  a  murderer  him- 
self, and  was  sentenced,  by  way  of  punishment,  to 
he  the  public  executioner;  and  that  whenever  he 
failed  ill  a  rigorous  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  was  to 
occupy  the  place  of  the  culprit,  and  receive  his  pu- 
nishnrjent  likewise." 

J''r'>>n  the  Aurora. — By  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Ame- 
rica, in  107  duys  from  Valparaiso,  in  tlie  Deiuware, 
we  have  received  some  private  letters  and  some 
newspapers.  We  learn  that  Theodorick  Bla-'d, 
esq.  one  of  the  commissioners  who  went  iience  last 
year  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  who  passed  the  Andes 
to  Chili,  has  arrived  in  this  vessel,  in  good  health, 
and  yesterday,  (oOth  uU.)  proceeded  to  Baltimore. 
The  arrival  of  Judge  Bland  is  very  tin^ely,  as  his 
opportunities  of  information  have  had  a  wide  ample 
range,  and  the  intelligence  and  probity  of  his  clia- 
racter,  is  a  sure  guarantee  against  error  or  exag- 
geration. 

In  the  Gazeta  Ministerial  de  Chili,  of  the  5th  of 
Jtme  last,  we  find  a  C'*r-respondence  between  our 
fellow-citizen,  captain  James  liiddle,  of  the  United 
Slates'  navy,  and  the  Chilese  government,  of  which 
we  give  an  hasty  translation. 

Translation  of  a  letter  from  captain  .Tames  Biddle, 
of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  to  his 
excellency  B.  O'HIggins,  the  supreme  director  of 
Chili. 

On  board  United  States' corvette  Ontario, 
in  tlie  ancliorage  of  Valparaiso,  May  29,  18XS. 
SiH — I  have  the  hoaor  to  inform  your  e.^cellency 
that  when  about  to  lake  my  departure  from  Lima 
for  tliis  port,  I  ventured  to  suggest  to  his  excel- 
lency, the  vice-roy  of  Peru,  my  regret,  that  no  kind 
of  exchange  of  prisoners,  taken  in  the  war  between 
Chili  and  Peru,  existed,  and  that  tlie  number  of 
prisoners  on  boll)  sides  was  so  considerable  as  to 
produce  great  misery;  animated  by  a  desire  to  alle- 
viate the  calamities  of  war,  I  offered  to  his  excel- 
lency my  good  offices  to  promote  between  both 
countries,  ihe  means  by  which  an  exchange  could 
be  accomplished.  In  niaking  a  tender  of  rny  rhedi- 
ation  to  realize  this  object,  I  can  assure  your  excel- 
lency that  1  Wi)s  only  actuated  by  motives  of  huma- 
nity, and  an  ardent  desire  to  extricate  from  afflict- 
ing Pjul  prolonged  sufferings,  many  gallant  men, 
who,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  had  become  prisoners 
on  both  sides.  His  excellency,  tiie  vice-roy,  accept- 
ed my  good  ofTi.-eSjund  has  commissioied  don  iV/'/jf 
de  Ochaviirriagiiu  e  B'anco  to  treat  with  your  excel- 
lency on  this  interesting  subject.  As  ihis  gentle- 
man and  his  secretary,  don  Th'jinas  Crompton,  are 
on  bouvd  the  ship  which  I  have  the  honor  to  co.n- 
mar.d,  and  under  my  protection,  I  pray  your  excel- 
lency, that  they  m.iy  be  permitted  to  land  and  to 
pursue  their  route  unmolested  for  St.  Jago;  and  i 
also  solicit  of  your  excellency,  the  assurance  that 
Ihcy  will  be  respected  during  their  residence  in  ' 
tluit  city;  and  that  they  may  le  freely  permitted  to 
embark  v/henever  they  m.iy  think  proper. 

As  soon  as  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  this  permis- 
sion .^nd  of  those  assurances  from  your  excellencj', 
I  shall  accompany  Mr.  Ochaviirriagua  to  St.  Jago, 
and  will  there  have  the  satisfaction  of  contribuiir.g, 
by  every  means  in  my  power,  to  establish  between 
botli  countries  a  convention  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  so  as  to  alleviate  the  evils  of  war,  which 
at  present  exist.  I  bring  the  sum  of  glO.OOO,  which  ■ 
was  delivered  to  me  by  the  vice-roy  of  Peru,  for  tiie 
purpose  of  alleviaiing  the  wants  of  the  Spanish  pri- 
soners in  Chili,  which  sum  1  shall  so  dispose  of  as 
to  be  transraiued  to  St.  Jago,  if  it  should  be  yottr 
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pleasure  to  permi*^  its  application  to  the  purpose 
intenJerl— aMf]  I  have  the  saiisf^iction  of  informinc: 
voiir  excellency,  that  licut.  col.  Caspra,  and  the 
cants  Eiiffii-es/Valderramaand  Vilinnueva,  ofHcers 
of  the  patri'.tic  army,  who  were  prisoners  at  Lirrn, 
have  arrived  on  board  my  sh'P- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.     J  AMES  niDDLE, 

Captain  Uiiitfd  States' miVy. 
To  his  excellency  the  supreme  director  of  Chili. 

To  -uhich  thefolloiving  anr.-oev  lyas  returned. 

Sir— IILs  excellency  the  sup-eme  director  havin.^ 
taken  into  consideration  the  contents  of  your  letter 
of  the  29lh  inst.  has  directed  me  to  teuder  to  you, 
in  his  name,  the  expression  of  his  most  ardent 
thanks  for  the  generous  concern  you  have  taken 
with  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  in  order  to  open  an  ex 
ch.inpce  of  p;  isoners  of  .var,  a  meas-ire  repeatedly 
solicited  on  our  p.!»rl,  but  until  t!iis  occasion,  re- 
jected by  the  viceroy. 

C'.uli,  as  well  as  the  other  states  of  South  Ameri- 
ca, can  never  forget  the  nameof  him,  whose  gene- 
rous interference  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  has  en- 
tilled  him  to  their  gratitude,  for  having  commenc 


Cunt,  niddle,  in  the  Ontario,  had  <iailcd  for  ilie 
mouth  of  the  Columhia  river  on  the  N,  W.  coast; 
:ind  a  Hritish  ship  of  war,  commanded  by  cant. 
Hickly.  fdlowed  tIieX)ntarinsoon  after,  on  hour;'  of 
which  .Mi-  F'revost,  agent  of  the  United  Stales,  aUo 
went  a  passenger.  It  was  understood  that  t'^e  i3i'- 
tish  officer  was  authin-isct!  to  f;->rmaliy  aband  •  ^  i\'\ 
c!ai!r>s  to  territory  or  settlement  in  that  qu:'.rler,  t.> 
widcl)  some  settlers  and  adventiu-erst'K-re  h  d  pr'-- 
vio'islv  set  up  pretensions  wliicli  thre-ii'ned  u;i- 
pie  ,sant  consequences,  but  which  are  thus  like!;,* 
to  be  terminated  amicabiy. 

An  expedition  apjainst  Lima,  was  fitting  out  al 
Valparaiso. — The  Patriot  scpudron  in  the  P;rifir, 
wiil  consist  of  the  frigate  Luutaro,  50  gun-.;  Cn- 
qnimbo,  corvette,  (fdrmev'y  tl'-e  .\von,  of  Ri.stor) 
of  20  guns;  brig  Eiirle,  of  14  gu'is;  and  anodif  c 
be-*utiful  brig  of  18  giuis;  besides  the  Iloi-Jtio  at'd 


Curiasn,  expected   fiom  ihe  U 
several  stout  privateers  afl  vit. 


S  — There  are  abo 


Judicial  Report. 

Frnrn   the  Aut'onni  .Idvocale      We    puhli'-di  th* 
eJ  and  accomplished  thisnoMe  work  of  humanity,   opjuj^n  of  the  hon  judge  Van  Ness,  of  the  district 


so  congenial  to  the  American  cliarscter,  and  so  dif 
ferentfrom  the  afflicting  policy  of  despotic  govern 
men's. 

r  r  the  happy  success  and  the  generous  disinte 
restedne>;s  of  your  undertaking,  be  ple.*sed  to  accept 
the  thanks  of  the  people    and  t';e    government    of 
this  state. 

His  excellency  the  supreme  director  also  desires 
that  I  sliould  commiuilcate  to  you  that  orders  are 
already  issued  to  the  governor  of  Valparaiso  for 
the  s^fe  landing  and  passage  of  the  commissioners 
from  Lima  to  t!jis  city,  aiid  a  public  commissioner 
has  been  ordered  to  attend  them,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide accommodations  and  facilitate  their  journey. 
Me  also  directed  me  to  assure  you  that  they  shall 
be  received  and  treated  with  that  generosity  and 
hospitality  v.Miich  characterises  the  people  of  Chili; 
nor  shall  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  vice-roy  of 
Peru  to  our  cortmissioner  colonel  Toi-res,  who  was 
sent  hence  'o  accomplish  the  sime  good  purpose, 
[he  was  cast  into  a  dungeon!]  inHuence  lier  conduct 
towards  these  commissioners,  >.vho  will  be  received 
with  respect  in  this  capital,  and  obtain  every  atten- 
tion and  iiululgtuce  which  iiospiialit)  requires,  and 
the  la..s  of  war,  authorise;  and  that  they  will  be  at 
perfect  liberty  to  retire  from  this  city  and  embark, 
whenever  the  object  of  their  mission  shall  have  been 
accomplisiied,  or  before  if  they  think  proper. 

You  may  be  also  assured  that  the  distribution  of 

the  S  10,000  brought  by  you  shall  be  made  accord- 

ing  to  the  intention  for  which  it  was  appropriated. 

The    snpreme  director  wisliing  to  give  you  a 

proof  of  his   gratitude,    has  directed  that   proper 

lodgings  be  provided  for  your  accommodation  in 

this  capital,  where  he  will  have  the  satisfaction  of 

e-xpressing,  personally,  his  thanks,  f  jr  tiie  services 

which  you  have  so  honorably  rendered  to  humanity. 

Be  so  good   as  to  communicate  your  approach  to 

this  c:ipital,  a  few  stages  in  advance. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Thedepartment  of  state,  Ai.-tySO,  1818. 

AXrONlO  JOSE  DE  IHESARRr, 

ScCfftiir;/  i,f  state. 
To  captain  James  Biddlc,  commanding  llie  U.  States 
corvette  the  Ontario,  in  the  waters  of  V'alparaiso. 

The  army  of  Chili  were,  in  June,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Salta—Uie  royal  force  was  on  the  frontier 
of  Peru. 


court  of  the  United  States,  m  tlie  Ciise  of  com'nodorc 
T.'iylor,  who  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of  the  consul 
of  iiis  Catholic  majesty,  in  August  hisl,  for  caplnrca 
made  on  the  high  seas.  After  his  arrest  an  or;l;'r 
was  obtained  from  the  judge,  by  his  counsel,  rnquir- 
ing  the  plaintiff' to  show  cui'^e  of  action,  and  \yliy  tlie 
defendant  should  not  be  discharged,  on  the  ground 
that  lie  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  L'nited  Stdtcs,  and, 
therefor?,  not  amenable  to  tlie  jurivdicrion  of  the 
court.  Tlie  causes  were  argued  on  the  '9ih  Sepi. 
last,  when  the  opinion,  w'uicii  we  now  publish,  was 
delivered  by  tlie  judge,  w!io  ordered  the  deCpad^JUt 
to  be  discharged.  Counsil  for  plaintiff,  Messrs. 
Wells  and  Stougi»ton,and  for  defendant,  Messrs.  Og^ 
den,  H)fi"man  and  Palmer. 

OPINION  OF  JUDGE  VAN  NESS. 
District  court  of 'he  United  States,  for  the  South 

em  district  of  vVew-J'orfc. 

Thomas  Stoughton,  consul  of  his  Catholic  maje-itv, 

&c.  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  TentriiTe 

and  her  cargo,  T>*.  Thomas  l"a\!or. 

The  s-.ine,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  felucca, 

called  the  General  Morales  and  cargo,  vs.  the 

same. 

The  same,  in  behalf  of  Ju.m  Juando  and  others,  vs. 

tlie  same.  ,    > 

The  orders  to  hold  the  defendant  to  ball  in  these 

cases,  were   (granted  on  the  exiiibilion  of  sovt?raI 

afBdavits,  stating  the  defendant  to  be  an  .Vmeric.m 

citizen,  and  to  have  been  concerned,  sometime  in  liie 

year  1816,  in  fitting  out  and  arming  a  brig,  or  ves.seT, 

called  liie  Fiurth  of  Jidy,  or  El  Palriota,  within  V-M-: 

limits  of  the  United  S'ates;  to  have  [irijceeded  in  \v.-\- 

to  sa:i,  and  und°r  tlie  11  ig  of  the  {government  of  J?':u- 

nos  Ay  res,  to  have  cruised  against  tlie  property  of  tl:e 

subjects  of  the  king  of  Spam,  and  to  have  cpturcii 

mercliandlze  to  a  huge  amount,  liciliti^^iiig   to  file 

individu^ds  in   whose  bdulf  ;iiese  Kuiis  have  been 

instituted,  by  the  con.«ul  of  his  C:illiolic  m  'jesl'  . 

At  a  subsequent  day,  the  defendant,  by  his  counsel, 

applied   fVir  and  obtained  an   order,  direCiJug   tli-; 

plaintiff  to  show  cause  why  he  should  nr-t  ba  dis- 

ciiarged  from  custody  on^iiiiig  conunon  'v>.\\\.     The 

a  .  dication  was  founded  on  and  supportevl  liy  tlie 

dtJendanl's  affidavit,  stating,  tliat  he   was   born   a 

subject  of  the  kiHg  of  Great  IJiilain,  but  w;ts  no.^, 

and   Iwd,  ever  since  the  year  one    thousan<l   eigiit 

hundred  and  tiiirteen,  been  a  naturalized  citizfii  of 

the  uuLted  provinces  of  South  Aqieric;;.    In  aupno!  t 


im 
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tiites,  and  produced  a  bill  of  sale  dated  at  sea, 
)  verify   the  fiict.     The  counsel  for  the  plaintifl 


of  this  last  fact,  he  provluced  his  certificate  of  natn- 
raliiiiition.  He  further  stated,  that , at  the  time  iie 
took  the  coinniantl  of  tlie  aforesaid  vessel,  he  was, 
and  .'•till  is,  an  officer  in  the  naval  service  of  ilmt  go- 
vernment, and  verified  that  fact  by  the  prorUiction 
f>f  !iis  commissions;  one  of  which  bcai-s  date  so  early 
as  the  year  1814.  IJe  denied  also,  all  participation 
in  fitting  out  or  arming  the  said  vesst  I;  and  allege  I, 
tliat  in  his  public  capacity,  as  an  officer  of  the  go- 
vernmenl  of  Buenos  Ayres,  he  had  purchased,  and 
eontricted  for  tlie  delivery  of  the  said  vessel,  at 
s'jiiie  phipe  beyond  !he  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 
I'hxt  she  was  accordingly  delivpred  to  him  more 
than  !i  marine  league  from  the  coast  of  the  United 
St 

lo  verity 

strenuously  opposed  the  reading  of  this  affidavil,  on 
the  giound,  that  ^■iccordin^  to  the  practice  of  ti)e 
supreme  court  of  this  state,  where  tlie  debt  is  posi- 
tively sworn  to,  no  counter  rifiidarit  can  be  received. 
This',  to  be  sure,  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  our 
piipreme  court,  derived  from  the  king's  bench.     In 
the  common  pleiis  'if  England  it  is  not  so.      There 
cnunier    antl  contradictory  nfiidavits  are  received, 
and  the  matter  of  bail  held  examinable  in  that  w.ny. 
But,  whatever  m;iy  be  the  practice  of  these  courts, 
tliis  is  a  case,  tn  which  the  ride  does  not,  nnd  can- 
^lot  applv.     This  iy  not  an  action  of  debt,  or  of  as- 
sumpsit: it  is  f  lunded  on   an  alleged  trespass:   the 
acts  complained  of  are  not  denied,  but  justified;  :md 
whe^.er  the  defendant  is  at  all  liable  to  arrest,  for 
^aying  committed  tliem,  is  purely  a  question  of  hw 
>-a  ques  ion  depfMKiing  not  on  the  laws  of  any  par- 
ticular country,  but  on  tlie  public  law  of  nations;  and, 
on  which,  I  think  ihe  party  is  entitled  to  a  decision  in 
this  stifre  of  the  proceedings:  the  more  so,  because, 
jn  this  action,  bail  is  not  a  matter  of  course,  and  i» 
lies  with  the  plaintifr",  to  show  himself  entitled  to  | 
fiold  the  defendant  in  custody.     This  aftidavit  being  | 
received,  farther  time  was  asked,  to  show,  by  sup- 
plementary affidavits,  that  although  the  defendant, 
as  he  bas  stated,  may  be  p.  native  of  the  island  of 
Bermiida,  ai)d  may  have  been  thug  born  a  subject 
pf  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  yet  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  by  naturalization.     The  time  re- 
fjnlredto  substantiate  this  fict  having  been  allowed, 
further  affidavits  have  been  produced  by  both  sides, 
in  rehtion  to  this  point;  I  shall  not  examine  them 
^ninutely,  because,  on  further  reflection,  I  do  not 
consider  the  f^ct  material.     If  the  defendant  was 
f>^»er  a  citi:'.  -n  of  these  states,  he  is  no  longer  so.     If 
-{he  right  of  expatriation  was  ever  exercised  by  any 
individual,   it  certainly  has  been   by  him.     If  the 
pjercise  of  that  right  can  ever  be  effectual,  it  must 
J>e  so  in  this  case. 

fhe  Qccasion  will  not  permit  me  to  go  into  a  full 
fxaTToirjiition  of  the  principles  of  public  law,  in  re- 
ference to  this  right  of  expatriation  I  think,  how- 
ever, tb»t  it  can  be  maintained  under  the  established 
Jav/  of  nations,  and  even  by  thp  laws  and  the  prac- 
tice of  these*  who  have  become  the  most  strenuous 
advocates,  for  what  may  be  termed  the  modern 
dqctrin;  of  perpetual  allegiance — a  doctrine  which 
jgrev/  out  of  the  feudal  system,  and  was  supported 
fipon  a  principle  which  became  inoperative  with  the 
f>bligal'j)ns  on  whicli  it  was  founded. 

j[i>  this  country  expatriation  is  conceived  to  be  :i 
fundamental  right.  xVs  fir  as  the  principles  main- 
iained,  and  tlie  practice  adopted  by  the  government 
pf  the  United  State?  is  evidence  of  its  existence,  it 
js  fijlly  recognized.  It  is  constantly  exercised,  and 
fii^s  never,  in  any  way,  been  restrained. 

T'^e  general  evidence  of  expatriation  is  actual 
pgiijr.-!U!on,  v,'itb  other  conciirrent  acts,  showing  a 


determination  and  intention  to  transfer  his  allegi- 
ance. 

Tne  evidence  in  tliis  case  is,  emigration  more  than 
12  years  since — swearing  allegiance  to  another  go- 
vernment 3  years  -jgo — entering  into  its  service,  and 
continuing  in  it  uniformly  from  that  time  to  this. 
On  tliis  evidence,  i  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  the 
defendant  has  lost  his  character  as  a  citizen  of  t'l^ 
United  States;  he  has  abandoned  his  riglits  as  such; 
he  CHiinot  now  claim  them,  and  cannot  be  called  on 
to  perf(jrm  any  of  tlie  duties  incident  to  that  charac- 
ter.    It  may,  perhaps,  be  said,  that  the  government 
to  which  he  has  sworn  allegiance  is  not  indepencicnt, 
and  that  the  act  is,  tlierefoie,  inoperative  and  void. 
If  that  were  so,  yet  the  fact  of  emigration,  and  the 
evidence   of  the  animvn  manendi — the  intention   tr; 
remain  :<bro:id,  and  to  abandon  liis  citizenship  here., 
as  mani!(L-sted  by  his  oath  of  alle.i^iance  to  another 
government,  claiming  to  be  independent,  are  sufiioi- 
ent  to  sustain  his  expatriation.     In  whatever  light 
ihe  government  to  which  he  professes  to  belong  may 
bijvifwed  by  othfir  nations,  it  is  independent  in  f'ict, 
and  may  forever  remiin  so,  altliough  hot  recognized 
in  form.     The  obligation,  therefore,  v/hlch  the  de- 
fendant Ins  contracted,  I  conceive  to  be  binding  on 
him,  and  utterly  incompatible  with  allegiance  or  ci- 
tizenship elsewhere. 

Alt!>ough  I  am  satisfied  wi'h  lliis  view  of  tlie  sub'?  ' 
ject,  there  is  another  circumstance  well  worthy  uf 
consideratirin: 

It  a|i;)e!irs  that  the  defendant  was  in  the  naval 
service  of  dreat  Britain  immediately  antecedent  to 
his  becoming  a  resi<ient  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  as- 
suming allegiance  to  the  government  of  that  coun- 
try. It  is  well  known,  tliat  upon  the  principles 
maintHintd  by  the  Iiriiisli  government,  the  native 
char.icter,  if,  under  any  circumstances,  it  can  tem- 
porarily be  loHt,eisily  reverts.  A  return  to  the  coun- 
try, or  into  its  military  or  naval  service,  restores  it. 
In  the  view  of  that  government,  therefore,  the  defen- 
dant was  completely  a  Hritisli  subject,  prior  to  his 
Incoming  a  citizen  of  the  united  provinces  of  Soudt 
America.  lam  inclined  to  think,  that  even  here,  ■■ 
this  return  to  the  service  of  his  native  country  must 
be  considered  an  abandonment  and  forfeiture  oi  his 
citizenship. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  arr^ 
cle:irly  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is  no  longer  a 
citizen  of  this  country. 

Not  being  a  cit  izen  of  the  United  States  the  ques- 
tion is  presented  broadly,  wliether  tliis  court  will 
take  cognizance  of  this  case  .''  or,  rather,  whether 
it  Will  order  the  defendant  to  be  arrestetl,  and  held 
to  bail,  for  acts  committed  against  the  subjects  of 
the  royal  government  of  Spain,  in  his  capacity  of  a 
citizen  and  public  officer  of  the  government  ot  the 
uniied  provinces  of  Itio  de  la  Plata,  claiming  to  be 
independent. 

Our  own  citizens  can  at  all  times  appeal  to  the 
triiinnuls  of  their  own  country  to  enforce  their  rights, 
and  through  the  intervention  of  the  same  means, 
they  cjii  lie  coerced  to  a  performance  of  their  duties. 
In  the  ai)plication,  moreover,  of  our  own  laws  to 
their  coiultict,  or  to  questions  growing  out  of  a  war 
betv/cen  a  foreign  prince  and  his  subjects,  tliis  court 
ni.'.y  find  it  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  political 
indepcnjience  of  a  foreign  people,  but  I  know  of  no 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  certainly  there 
is  no  municipal  law,  that  authorises,  or  at  least  rC" 
[uires,  it  to  take  cognizance  of  questions  arising  be. 
tween  a  foreign  monarch  and  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
jprts. 

The   law  of  nations  as  promulgated  by  the  iriQst 
respe;:tabie  ;;uihorities,  and   ;is  ilii4s*.r,i<  ed   by    1(1(5, 
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usages  and  pructcpofmoJern  times,  jfTords,  I'.hink, 
a  siifticient  and  distinct  rule  tor  our  governnnent  in 
Cases  of  this  sort. 

It  is  well  settlej,  tliat  when  one  portion  of  an  em- 
pire rises  up  against  unotlier,  no  lunger  obeys  the 
sovereign,  hut,  by  force  of  arms,  tliro'vs  off  his  au- 
thority, and  is  of  sufticienl  streng'h  to  compel  iiim 
to  resort  to  r^jgular  iiostilities  agamsl  it,  a  state  oj 
civil  -var  exists,  as  disiinguished  from  rebellion.  1: 
is  equally  well  settled  that  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
civil  war  all  the  maxims  of  iuimaniiy  and  modera.- 
tion,  inculcated  by  the  common  laws  of  war,  should 
be  observed.  Tiie  same  code  \n  which  these  princi- 
ples are  found,  points  out  the  course  to  be  pursued 
by  foreign  nations  in  such  a  crisis.  It  expressly  re- 
quires, that  they  consider  tiis  conflicting  parties  as 
iwodistir.ct  powers,  each  independent  of  all  foreign 
authority — contending  for  riglits  and  for  a  dominion 
which  no  foreign  government  can  justly  give  or  tukc 
avvay,  ana,  therefore,  in  the  words  of  this  great  au- 
thority, "no  body  has  a  right  to  judge  them." 

It  is  said  that  this  government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
not  having  been  recognized  by  our  own  as  free  and 
independent,  it  cannot  be  I'ecognized  as  such  by  this 
court;  and  its  decision  in  the  case  of  the  American 
E  igle  is  cited  to  shcsw  fjiat  this  position  ivas  adopted 
in  that  case. — Ctttainly  it  was,  and  so  it  will  be  here, 
without  uflTording  any  aid  1o  the  plaintiff's  case,  for 
it  will  be  sufficiently  shown  in  the  progress  of  this 
investigation,  that  such  recognition,  either  by  the 
government  or  tins  court,  is  not  necessary  to  entitle 
the  defendant  to  his  discharge.     Most  assuredly  I 
"am  not  now  to  determine  what  would  be  the  oi"»era- 
tion  of  a  nuinicipal  law,  interdicting  trade  and  in 
_tercourse  with  a  foreign  prince  or  state.  If  that  were 
reicessary,  I  slmuld  decide  now  as  1  did  then,  thut 
it  did  not  prohibit  trade  with  ;i  power  not  recogniz- 
ed by  our  government  as  independent.     But,  with 
great  respect  to  the  dictaof  leiirne  I  men,  very  learn- 
ed, no  doubt,  in  equity  and  conunoii  law,  I  maintain 
tiiat  it  is  a  question  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  that 
now  before  the  court;  and  no  claim  to  infillibility, 
liowever  vainly   and  presumptuously   upheld,  cim 
obliterate  the  distinctions  between  the  operation  o! 
a  local  act,  intended  to  regulate  our  own  trade,  and 
the  conduct  of  ourown  citizens, anfi  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  public  hw,  whose  coercive  efficacy  pervades 
'  the  civilized  warld. 

The  question  is  not  v^hether  the  government  o' 
Buenos  Ayres  be  a  foreign  prince  or  state,  but  whe- 
xh-.v  a  ci\  il  war  is  raging  between  th:it  colony  and 
tile  goverimient  to  which  it  once  professed  allegi- 
ance; and  if  there  be,  in  wb^t  liglit  the  parties  are  to 
he  viewed  by  foreign  and  neutral  nations,  Tbe  solu- 
tion of  tills  question  will  scarcely  be  found  in  .Vlad- 
dock  or  in  Blake;  but  that  they  arL-  to  be  considered 
'  as  nations  at  war,  and  on  an  equal  footing,  as  to  all 
.  the  purposes  of  the  war  in  wliich  they  are  engaged, 
is  t!ie  clear  and  explicit  law  of  nations. 

"When  a  party  is  formed  in  a  state,  which  no 
longer  obeys  the  sovereign,  and  is  of  strength  suf- 
ficient to  make  head  against  him,  this  is  called  a  civil 
War." 

"K  civil  war  breaks  the  bands  of  society  and  go- 
vernment; or,  at  least,  it  suspends  their  force  and  ef- 
fect." 

"When  a  nation  becomes  divided  into  two  parties, 
absolutely  independent,  and  no  longer  acknowledg- 
ing a  common  superior,  the  state  is  dissolved,  and 
the  war  between  the  two  parties  stands  on  the  same 
ground  in  every  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two 
dilfereiit  nations." 

"This  beiuT  the  case,  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
common  l<avsnfw:ir,  tliose  maxims  of  lumianitv,  mo- 


deration and  honor  which  we  have  already  detailed 
in  the  course  of  this  woik,  ought  to  be  observed  by 
both  parties  in  every  civil  war." — Vattel,  244,626, 
and  to  the  same  effect,  630. 

That  the  present  contest  between  Spain  and  her 
colonies  is  distinguished  by  all  the  features  of  a  civil 
luar,  will  not  be  denied.  ' 

The  provinces  are  not  contending  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,  or  to  limit  the  authority  of  an  aclcnowled^' 
eel  (sovereign.  They  have  rejected  all  authority  but 
tiiat  which  emanates  from  themselves — they  have 
proclaimed  their  independence,  and  are  in  arms  to 
support  it. 

It  Is  s.  great  Convulsion  of  amlghtv  empire.  There 
is  no  tribunal  on  earth  to  decide  between  them  — 
The  cwntest  must  be  settled  by  their  own  sw()rd';, 
Whfltlhave  stated  is  conceived  to  be  the  law  ap- 
piicjble  to  this  subject.  The  law  not  only  as  written, 
but  as  founded  on  th-  gro.'»t  and  general  principles 
of  justice,  and  consonant  to  the  reason  of  rr.nnklnd. 
The  obligations  it  imposes  were  claimed  by  us  dttr* 
ing  our  own  revolution,  and  almost  uniformly  re- 
cognized, not  only  by  other  n.tlions,  but  by  llie  mo- 
iher  country.  Although  sometimes  violate  I  to  sootjl 
tiie  wounded  pride  of  power,  its  force  and  efficacy 
I'l-  ve  parti'dly,  at  l^ast,  pervaded  nil  similar  contests. 
Whstevcr,  therefore,  the  courts  of  tiie  Uniterl 
Slates  might  be  bound  to  do,  in  c;»ses  involving  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  their  own  cotintry,  I  apprehend 
that  they  cannot  be  required,  by  one  of  the  parties 
i'l  this  war,  to  decide  on  the  rights  or  powers  of  the 
o'iicr. 

Another  view  may  be  taken  of  this  subject.  I 
think  It  follows  from  the  law,  and  the  reasoning  up 
on  i',  wliich  have  been  brought  to  the  consideration 
of  this  case,  that  whether  the  country  to  which  the 
defendant  claims  to  belong  has  been  recognized  by 
toe  Unived  States  as  independent  or  not — or  whe- 
ther this  court  is  bound  to  entertain  and  decide  that 
question  or  not — or  whether  the  defendant  be  a  citi- 
zen of  this  country  or  not,  yet  that,  in  no  event,  can 
he  be  held  liable  in  the  way  now  proposed,  and  that 
this  proceeding  must  eventuallj  fail. 

If  the  law  to  which  T  have  referred  must  govern 
th"  case,  of  which  I  think  there  is  no  doubt,  the  par- 
ties in  this  war  mtist  be  considered  as  regularly  at 
w.ir  under  the  government  and  protection   of  the 
common  laws  of  war;  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of 
war;  and  on  the  ocean  not  pirates.     If  not  pirate?, 
then,  of  course,  acting  under  an  authority  that  justi- 
fies  their  acts;  and  thus.  Individuals  not  liable   as 
.such.    Whether  or  not,  then,  liie  indepBndence  of 
these  provinces  were  recognized  by  the  government 
or  this  court,  the  principles  of  this  law,  which  places 
the  parties  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  view  of  foreign 
po^vers,  and  considers  them  as  regular  combatants, 
would   still  operate,  and  exclude  the  idea  of  in- 
dividunl  responsibility  in  damages.     If  this  be  so, 
and  1  am  not  aware  of  any  authority  or  principle 
thut  can,  in  any  way,  invalidate  the  position,  then 
whether  the  defendant  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  or  not  is  immaterial.     Q>io  ad  this  transac- 
tion, he  is  a  party  to  the  war,  standing,  as  regards 
the  contending  powers,  on  the  footing  of  every  other 
individual  engaged  in  it;  entitled  to  the  same  im- 
munities, and  not  liable,  in  a  civil  suit,  for  damages 
tliat  may  arise  to  his  adversary  from  acts  committed 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  employment.     If  it  be  ob- 
i-^cted  that  he  is  violating  the  laws  of  his  own  coun- 
try in  entering  into  this  war,  the  answer  is,  that  then, 
if  there  be  such  laws,  he  is  liable,  criminaliter,  for 
their  violation.     But  while  .n  party  in  the  war,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  a  power,  wliich,  for  the  port- 
pose  of  this  war,  must  be  considered  on  an  erfuajlt;- 
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with  its  oDponents,  I  think  he  cannot  be  prosecuted 
in  a  civil  suit. 

Nothing-. is  mQre  common  in  Europe  than  for  the 
subjects  of  ons  povernrnpnt  to  enter  tiie  military  ser- 
vice of  anothei' — and  tbey  certainly  incur  none  but 
the  common  hazu-ds  of  war.  It  has  never  been 
protended  that  they  v/ere  suiiject  to  any  personal 
liabilities  not  common  to  the  origin.il  parties  in  the 
v/ar;  it  is  a  matter  of  state,  and  the  authority  or  p^o- 
vernment  tmder  widch  they  act  is  alone  responsible 
for  their  conluct.  This  remark  is  particularly  ap- 
plicJible  to  this  instance.  If  this  be  a  imblic  vessel, 
the  property  of  the  nation,  then,  most  especially,  the 
acts  of  her  commander,  pronounced  valid  by  her 
tribunals,  are  the  acts  o*"  the  nation. 

A  further  objection  to  taking  jtirisdictinn  of  these 
cases  is,  tiiat  the  property  has  already  been  con- 
demned by  the  sentences  of  a  foreijsjn  tribunal,  acting 
as  a  court  of. admiralty.  It  is  no  objection  to  the 
validity  of  the  condemnation,  that  the  proceedinfjs 
were  had  in  a  port  of  Venezuela,  if,  as  I  understand 
tlie  fact  to  be.  Venezuela  is  an  ally  in  the  war.  A  con- 
demnation in  the  port  of  an  ally  is  good.  It  would 
be  an  anontaly  in  the  law  to  entertain  in  one  country 
an  action  for  personal  damages  against  the  captor, 
wlien  his  prize  had  been  legally  condemned  in  the 
coiu'ts  of  another. 

The  courts  of  the  belligerents  ha\-e  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  prizes  made  by  their  armaments. 
Tliey  hive  jiifisdiction,  not  only  of  the  question  of 
prize,  but  of  all  its  consequences. — This,  as  a  court 
of  a  neutral  nation,  cannot  take  cognizance  of  prizes 
made  by  either.  If  the  jurisdiction  of  the  princi- 
pal matter  be  exclusive,  must  it  not  be  so  in  all  mat- 
ters necessarily  incidental. 

That  this  country,  in  a  leral  point  of  view,  is  to 
be  considered  neutral,  is  very  clear — not  only  un- 
der the  law  of  nations,  but  this  government,  although 
it  has  not  recognized  the  independence  of  the  pro- 
vinces in  q'lcstion,  has  ofriciaHy  assumed  a  neutral 
attitude.  As  far  as  any  decision  has  been  made,  it 
lias  decided  not  to  interfere,  as  announced  by  the 
president  in  his  message.  As  neutrals,  tiien,  we 
must  be  impartial — and  if  impartial,  we  shouM  be 
as  well  bound  to  take  cognisance  of  tlie  cau.ses  of 
action  alleged  by  the  one  party  as  by  the  otlier. 
Thus  our  courts  would  be  incessantly  occupied  with 
the  controversies  between  the  subjects  of  Ferdinand 
»!k1  the  inlmbitants  of  the  colonies  contending  for 
their  indf^pendence.  Tliis  would  be  a  strange  ad- 
minist.'ation  of  international  law.  On  occasions  of 
this  kind,  I  appreliend  they  would  only  think  them- 
Kclves  justified  in  extending  their  sutliority  to  cases 
implicating  the  rights  or  tiie  conduct  of  our  own 
citizens,  oi-  in  Droteclion  of  our  neutral  limits,  as 
est'iblished  by  tlie  public  law  of  nations. 

The  preceding  remarks  dispose  of  all  tiie  points 
which  were  originally  presented  to  my  considera- 
tion in  tins  case.  In  a  late  stage  of  its  examination, 
however,  anotlier  ground  was  taken  and  exclusively 
relied  on  in  opposition  to  this  motion.  It  was  con- 
tended, lliat  the  vessel  by  wliich  these  captures  were 
irade,  having  been  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  in 
violation  of  the  act  of  June,  1794,  tlie  court  woidd 
take  jurisdiction  of  prizes  made  by  her,  and  conse- 
quently,.of  this  action. 

Mv  view  of  this  subject  has  hitherto  been  confined 
to  the  general  princij^les  of  national  law  which  it 
involvid;  but  the  earnestness  with  which  this  new 
position  was  maintained,  and  my  respect  for  the 
Ciunsel  wlio  pressed  his  argiunents  with  great  zeal 
upon  the  attention  of  th.e  court,  c^ll  for  anex.amina" 
lion  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court,  in  refer- 
e'.Tce  to  the  questions  embraced  by  this  coutrovers}-. 


This -will  necessarily  lead  to  a  partial  review  of 
the  principles  I  have  already  laid  down,  and  will  re- 
(jUM-e  a  reference  to  additional  authorities  to  support 
tiiem. 

1  have  already  stated,  that  the  courts  of  the 
belligerents  have  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  prizes 
made  by  their  armaments.  This,  as  a  general  rule, 
is  too  well  established  to  admit  of  doubt  or  contro-.. 
versy.  It  has  been  adopted  as  public  law  for  cen- 
turies, and  uniformly  maintained  by  the  authority 
and  practice  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

That  there  are  exceptions  to  the  rule  is  admitted; 
that  this  case  forms  one  of  them  cannot  l)e  conceded. 

The  exceptions  found  in  the  books  are  as  follows: 

"All  neutral  power*  reserve  to  themselves  the 
right  of  adjudging  the  prize  in  case  the  privateer 
should  be  accused  of  having  made  it  within  their 
jurisdiction— or  in  so  far  as  the  prize  belongs  to  their 
own  subjects,  whether  wholly  or  in  psrt." 

I  have  already  recognized  the  principles  of  this 
nde,  nearly  in  the  sume  terms. 

Sir  Wm.  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  Flad  Oyen,  seems 
disposed  to  limit  the  jurisdiction  of  neutral  courts, 
to  the  "single  case  of  an  infringement  of  neutra] 
territory" — that  is  to  captures  made  within  neutral 
limits,  which  were  admitted  by  the  law  of  nations 
to  extend  to  a  marine  league  from  the  coast.  The 
reason  on  which  this  exception  is  founded,  applies 
to  'he  other  with  equal  force.  If,  as  a  neutral  nation , 
we  h  ive  a  right  to  protect  our  territory  from  viola- 
tion, it  would  seem  to  follow  tliat  we  have  the  right 
to  protect  our  citizens  and  their  property  from  op- 
pression and  plunder.  It  is  very  obvious,  however, 
that  belligerents  have,  at  all  times,  and  particularly 
during  recent  wars,  been  very  tenacious  of  their 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  captures  made  by 
their  armed  vessels.  They  are  extremely  jealous 
of  the  interference  of  third  parties;  and  the  decisions 
of  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  England  are  at 
variance  with  those  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  on  the  rigiit  of  neutrals  to  interfere 
their  authority  in  matters  of  prize.  The  former 
confines  the  right  to  "an  infringement  of  the  neutral 
territory" — the  latter  has  gone  a  step  farther,  and, 
althougii  its  decisions  have  fluctuated  somewhat 
since  the  organization  of  otir  government,  as  is  ap- 
parent  from  the  cases  of  Glass  r.t.  the  Betsey,  and 
the  United  States  vs.  Peters,  in  3  Dallas,  j-et  from 
the  cases  of  Talbot  tw.  Janson,  the  Onzeheren  and 
the  Alerts,  the  following  rule  may  be  extracted: 

Tiiat  tlie  courts  of  this  country  have  jurisdiction 
over  captures  made  by  foreign  vessels  of  war,  pro- 
vided such  vessels  wpre  ecpapped  here  and  the  priae 
are  brought  infrapfesidiu  of  this  country. 

This  modification  of  the  rule  is  probably  conceiv- 
ed to  be  a  right  incident  to  that  of  protecting  our 
territory  from  infringement.  Its  exercise,  however^ 
is  attended  with  much  diflficulty,  and  it  is,  perhaps, 
worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the  neutrality  of 
a  country  is  not  more  certainly  and  safely  preserved 
by  adhering  closely  to  the  general  rule  than  by  multi- 
plying exceptions  and  attempting  to  regulate  the 
exercise  of  equivocal  and  unimportant  rights.  The 
sensibility  of  belli.gerents  is  ever  active  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  military  and  naval  operations,  and  neu- 
tral interference,  even  in  cases  of  acknowledged  pro- 
priety, is  often  productive  of  complaints  and  per- 
plexing controversies.  The  general  rule  is  simple 
in  its  principles,  and  explicit  in  its  terms:  when  our 
citizens  complain  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  coun- 
try of  injustice  and  oppression,  they  must  be  heard, 
and  the  arm  of  the  government  must  be  extended 
to  their  relief:  it  is  justified  and  required  by  the 
fundamental  obligations  of  the  social  c&inpact — pro- 
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tec! ion  is  clue  to  allegiance.     When  our  territory  is 
infringed,  it  must  be  protected:— this  is  a  matter  of 
plain,  |)  dp^ble  right,  on  which  rests  the  safe'y  and 
integrity  of  every  independent  nation. —  Bm,  what 
sliall  be  considered  an  infrnigement  of  neutral  ter- 
ritory?    Tlie  .jnswer  involves  neither  doubt  nor  dif- 
ficulty: neutral  territory  is  violated  by  every  hostile 
net  committed  witiiin  the  jurisdictional  llniitsof  its 
government  neutral  limits  are  well  defined,  and,  at 
this  day,  well  understood,  and  making  captures  with- 
in them  are  acts  so  distinct  and  violent  in  their  na- 
ture, and  so  injurious  in  their  eff'^cts,  as  to  satisfy 
at  once  the  understanding  anu  'he  rea.-on  of  man- 
kind.    Rut  how  a  capture  on  the  high  seas  can  be 
an  infringement  of  our  lerritory,  a  violation  of  otw 
neutrality  or  sovereignty,  Is  not  so  easily  compre- 
hended.     There  is  difficulty   in    the  explanaiio;>; 
abstruseness  tnd  complexity  in  the  doctrine,  wliich 
places  our  n'?utral  rights  upon  nice  and  critical  dis- 
tinctions, 3nd  upon  the  constructive  operation  of  a 
general  rule,  otherwise  plain  and  definitive,  in  its 
outline.     It  seems  to  me,  that  by  (he  construction 
wliich  has  been  thus  adopted,  the  operation  of  the 
rule  Iujs  been  extended  to  the  ulrnost  limit  which 
its  principle    will  justify.     Th"  c<s°s  in  which  it 
was  firsi  applied,  were  sufficiently  gross;  they  in 
volved  directly  the  dignity  and   resf)on!;ihility  of 
the  government,  and  appealed  forcibly  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  court;  they  preset^ted  the  case  of  Auu- 
ric.xn  citizens,  pretending  .xpatriations,  pronounced 
Iraudulent  by  ihe  whole  court,  and  obtaining  com- 
missions from  a  foreign  government  for  temporary 
purposes:  American  citizens,  in  fact,  fitting  out  ves- 
sels belonging  wholly  io  American  citizens,  making 
captures  in  our  neighborhood,  and  bringing  them 
iiTimediatf'ly  within  our  jurisdiction.     More  flagrant 
violations  of  our  own  laws,  and  of  uU  neutral  oblig.t- 
tions,  can  hardly  be  imagined.     But  other  occasions 
may  arise,  in  which  this  extended  application  of  the 
rule  in  question,  m.ay  generate  great  and  serious  per- 
plexities.    It  cannot  be  intended,  as  would  seem  to 
be  implied,  by  the  opinion  of  judge  Bee,  in  Moodie 
ys.  the  Betsey,  that  a  vessel  fitted  out  in  our  ports, 
is  so  tainted  by  the  illegality  of  that  transaction,  as 
to  be  rendered  incapable  of  making  a  valid  capture 
under  any  circumstances,  or  at  any  distance  of  time 
or  place:  if  not,  when  is  her  incapacity  to  cease.' 
Is  it  when  she  lias  been  transferred,  bona  fide,  by 
those  concerned  in  her  equipment,  to  an  innocent 
purcliaser,   whether  an  individual  or  a  government  f 
Or  after  her  commander  Ins  been  changed,  or  her 
commission  renewed.''  or  after  siie  has  entered  a 
port  of  ii<-r  own  government,  and  commenced  a  new 
cruise  ?     It,  as  judge  Bee  contends,  "vessels  of  war 
so  fitted  out  (that  is,  in  the  neutral  country)   are 
illegal  al)  origine,  .■md  no  prizes  they  make  lawful, 
as  to  the  ofieaUed  power,"  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
determine  where  there  inability  to  capture,  legally, 
terminates.     It  must  be  perpetual,  if  the  prirxiple 
be  correct,  or  at  least  must  continue  while  the  ves- 
sel indures. 

This  view  of  the  subject  exhibits  at  once,  the  dif- 
ficulties in  the  application  of  the  rule,  as  modified 
by  our  own  courts.  I  have  not  suggested  any  im- 
probable event,  and  in  testing  the  correctness  of  a 
rule  or  principle,  it  is  certainly  admissible  to  trace 
Its  operation  and  effect  upon  any  stateof  things  that 
JTiay  be  produced  by  common  and  natural  occurren- 
ces. 

It  is  farther  stated,  in  the  decision  of  the  same 
case,  Ihat,  "by  the  law  of  nations,  no  foreign  pov.er 
has  a  rigiit  to  equip  vessels  of  war,  in  the  territory 
or  ports  of  another;  and  that  such  acts  are  breaches 
of  neutrality." 


This  position,  I  conceive,  is  laid  down  too  broadlj-. 
I  apprehend  it  is  not,  in  itself,  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,  to  equip  vessels  of  war  in  a  neutral  port. 
It  may  be  a  departure  from  neutrality  on  the  part  of 
the  nation  that  permits  one  belligerent  to  equip  ntul 
withholds  Mie  like  privilege  from  the  other;  but  it 
is  no  br Mch  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  belliger- 
ent, unless  til :■  act  be  interdicted.  It  is,  therefore, 
common  on  ihe  breaking  out  of  hostilities,  between 
any  two  nations,  for  otlicrs  who  intend  to  reiiain  neii«ir 
Iral,  to  prohibit  -.he  belligerent  to  arm  or  etpiip  with- 
in their  tcrritor)  or  jtivisdiction.  The  question  is 
then  presented,  wheili  r,  if 'iiis  prohibition  be  dis- 
regarded, the  transgrt--sor  is  punishable  otherwise 
than  under  the  municip  li  law  of  the  country  which 
enacts  it.  It  se'-ms  i.)  me,  \\\\X,  as  it  was  not  unlawful 
to  arm  or  equip  biorr  it  was  interdicted  by  a  local 
regulation,  the  punl;,hment  must  be  exclusively  un- 
der  the  law  whicli  crestes  tlie  offence. — Neither  are 
the  citiz'"-ns  or  si.'bjtcls  of  one  country  or  government 
prohioited  by  the  law  of  nations  to  enter  the  mili- 
tary or  mva!  service  of  anoti-.er;  but  as  stich  condvict 
may  compromit  the  neutrality  of  a  nation,  it  is  iio»: 
unusual  to  prohibit  it.  The  offence  is  declared,  and 
th.-  punishment  provided,  by  the  municipal  law  of 
their  own  country. 

With  givat  deference  and  respect,  I  have  sug- 
gested some  of  the  most  obvious  difficulties  that 
may  arise  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  as  now  settled 
in  the  United  States.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to 
show,  that  the  principle  upon  which  it  res'ts,  if 
pressed  to  the  extent  of  its  spirit,  would  lead  to 
other  inconveniences,  and  might  open  sotirces  of 
collision  wit  h  other  nat  ions,  not  easily  closed  against 
the  angry  spirit  tlip.t  ])ervades  them. 

But  whatever  maybe  my  humble  view,  and  hasty 
impressions  of  this  subject,  I  yield  them  without 
hesitation  or  reluctance,  to  the  exposition  of  the 
law,  .".s  handed  down  to  all  inferior  courts  by  tlif; 
enlightened  wisdom  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
in  the  country.  Its  decision  on  the  subject  is  tiie 
law  of  the  land,  and  emphatically  the  law  of  tliis 
court.  It  will  be  conceded,  however,  as  a  sound 
rule,  that  a  law  whicii,  in  its  effpcts  and  operation, 
involves  matters  of  great  delicacy  and  national  im- 
portance, is  to  be  enforced  only  in  cases  fairly  with- 
in its  spirit  and  its  terms.  With  a  view,  then,  to 
apply  it  to  the  case  before  the  court,  it  will  he  ne- 
cessary to  asc^^rtain,  with  precision,  what  the  law  is, 
as  settled  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uni'ed  States. 

The  decision  of  judge  Bee,  of  tlie  district  court 
of  South  Cirolina,  in  the  case  of  .lansen,  vs.  Talbo', 
3  Dal.  292,  seems  to  be  tiie  first  to  have  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  the  siipren.e  court  the  efiect 
of  captures  by  vessels  fitted  out  in  our  ports. 

The  judge,  in  delivering  his  opinion  in  that  ca^e,  * 
says — 

"This  court,  by  the  law  of  nations,  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  captures  made  by  foreign  vessels  of  war  of 
the  vessels  of  any  other  nation  with  wht)m  they  are 
at  war, /))'5--7V/ef/ such  vessels,  were  equipped  here,  in 
breach  of  oui*  sovcreigntv  and  neutralit',',  and  the 
prizes  are  bro't  infra  presIJin  of  this  cwunlry.  T'y 
liie  law  of  nations,  ho  forei^,!!  jjower,  its  subject!-, 
&c.  has  a  right  to  ec(nip  vessels  of  war  in  the  ter- 
ritory or  ports  of  another.  Such  acts  are  breaches 
of  neutrality,  and  may  be  punirih^d  by  seizing  the 
persons  and  properiy  of  the  oHenders.  Vessels  of 
war,  so  equipped,  arc  illegal,  ub  urlgiue,  and  no  prizes 
they  make  will  be  legal,  as  io  (lie  uffemlul  jwwtr,  if 
brought  infra  presiilia." 

1  n.ive  already  stated  some  of  my  objections  to 
the  broad  principles  here  laid  down,  and  have  merely 
referred  to  ihem  agaiti  in  this  place  to  point  out 
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more  plainly  what  concurrence  of  circumstances  is 
necessary,  even  upon  the  doctrines  maintained  in 
that  case,  to  give  jurisdiction  to  this  court.     It  will 
be  seen,  that  even  in  the  opinion  of  that  able  judge, 
the  vessel  must  not  only  have  been  eqvipficd  here, 
btit  their  captures  must  be  brought  infra  presidia 
of  this  country.     That  is  deemed  essential,  to  vest 
•jurisdiction  in  the  court,  and  to  institute  the  only 
proceedings  that  can  be  originated  under  the  laws 
■  of  nations.     'Tis  true,  the  court  there  says,  that  the 
oflenders  may  b?  punished  by  seizing  their  persons 
and  property — but,  surely,  it  does  not  mean  under 
the  law  of  nations.  What  is  the  offence  .''     Certainly 
it  is  no  crime  to  ciplure  enemy  property  on  the  high 
seas,  under  a  valid  commission,  and  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  a  sovereign  as  supreme  as  our 
own.     The  c  uptor  is  not  only  authorised,  but  bound, 
to  make  the  capture;  and  tiie  utmost  extent  to  which 
the  doctrine  I  am  examining  can  be  strained,  is  to 
declare  it  unavailing  and  ineftectual,  if  brought  with- 
in our  jurisdiction;  not  that  it  was  a  crime  to  make 
it — the  crime  consisted  in  equipping  the  capturing 
'vessel    in   our   ports,  which   whs   prohibited   by  a 
municipal  law,  and  under  that,    if  it  provides  a  pu- 
nishment and  a  penalty,  the  person  and  property  of 
the  offenders  may  be  seized.     Under  the  lavi'  of  na- 
tions, the  court  would  only,  1  apprehend,  set  the 
captured  property  at  liberty — declare  the  capture 
void,  and  as  if  not  made.     And  here  It  becomes  a 
natural  enquiry,  as  directly  connected  with  the  case 
before  me,  wh.etner  the  court  would,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, proceed  to  assess  damages  against  the 
captor,  supposing  him  to  be  liie  subject  of  a  foreign 
prince,  and  duly  authorised  by  his  sovereign  to  muke 
prize  of  enemy  property.     The  act  of  making  the 
•  capture    would,  in   such   case,  be  unquestionably 
legal,  and  if  the  capturing  vessel  had,  at  anv  time, 
been  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  tlie  c  \ptor.  if 
brought  wf,  a  presidia  its  ports,  would  be  voidable 
only. 

On  no  groun  1,  then,  of  law  or  re.ison,  could  a 
claim  for  damages  be  sustained.  It  is  not  possible, 
I  conceive,  for  the  courts  of  this  country  to  punish, 
in  damages,  the  subject  of  another  government  for 
executing  the  laws  or  mandates  of  his  own  sovereign 
without  or  beyond  its  jurisdiction.  In  the  case  of 
.Tansen  vs.  Talbot,  allowances  were  made  for  interest 
and  demurrage,  but  not  in  the  shape  of  damnges, 
and  upon  a  very  different  principle,  I  apprehend, 
from  that  which  would  operate  in  a  nalied  case  of 
illegal  equipment.  Tiiere  the  whole  transaction  was 
JVmerican;  the  capturing  vessel  built  in  this  country, 
and  owned  by  Amei'icanxitizens;  the  commander 
and  his  crew  American  citizens.  lie  pretended  an 
expatriation,  but  his  home,  his  domicil,  and  that  of 
his  family,  was  still  in  this  country;  he  set  up  a  sale 
too  of  the  vessel,  but  the  wiiole  viansactimi  was  a 

fraud  throughout. The  capture,  therefore,  was 

illegal  in  its  inception.  Not  void  only,  but  he  had 
no  right  to  make  it.  These  featiu-es  distinguish  tiiis 
case  from  that  of  the  J)'in  Onzeheren.  Tiiere  re- 
stitution of  a  prize  was  ordered  in  the  district  court, 
on  the  ground  that  the  force  of  the  captnring  ves- 
sel had  been  migmented  in  this  counliy;  but  witiiout 
damages,  as  the  privateer  was  admitted  to  bi?  French, 
and  regularly  commissioned.  The  decree,  however, 
was  reversed  in  the  court  above,  on  new  evidence, 
v/hich  sufTicicntly  repelled  the  charge  of  augmcnta- 
'  tion  of  force.  I  sliall  have  occasion,  presently,  to 
recur,  for  a  moment,  to  tiiis  view  of  the  subject. 

Both  these  cases  recognize  the  principle  that 
prizes  made  by  armed  vesseU-,  either  equipped  ori- 
yin<i]l;i,  or  wliose  force  has  hoen  mif^nipnted  here, 
are  t,^  be  reslovedj  "ifl>roHg/iC  -a-iihin  oiirjurisdict  on.'" 


In  Rose  vs.  Himely,  4  Cr.  App.  513,  Mr.  Justice 
Johnson  lays  down  the  principle  as  follows: — "A 
prize  brovght  into  our  ports  would  be  in  no  wise  sub- 
jected by  that  circumstance  to  our  jurisdiction, 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  single  case  of  its  being  ne- 
cessary to  assume  the  jurisdiction  to  protect  our 
neutrality  or  sovereignty,  as  in  the  case  of  captures 
within  our  jurisdictional  limits,  or  by  vessels  fitted 
out  in  our  ports." 

The  f-xpression  of  this  opinion  was  produced  by 
the  discussion  of  an  incidental  point  in  that  cause. 
The  main  question  was  not  analogous  to  that  under 
the  consideration  of  this  court. 

In  the  case  of  the  Alerl->,  9  Cr.  3,59,  Washington, 
justice,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  .and 
states,  «'jf  the  capture  be  made  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  a  neutral  country,  intn  -vhirh  the  prize 
is  brought,  or  bv  a  privateer  which  had  been  ille- 
gally equipped  in  stich  neutral  country,  the  prize 
courts  of  such  neutral  country  not  only  possess  the 
power,  but  it  is  their  duty  to  restore  the  property, 
so  illegally  captured,  to  the  owner."     Again — 

"AH  captures,  made  by  means  of  such  equip- 
ments, are  illeg^il  in  relation  to  such  nation,  and  it  is 
competent  to  her  courts  to  punish  the  ofTenders; 
and,  in  o.ise  the  prizes  taken  are  brought  infra  pre- 
sidia, to  order  tbem  to  be  restored." 

These  are  all  the  cases  wliich  it  seems  necessary 
to  examine.  They  afford  a  perfect  view  of  the  law, 
as  hiid  down  by  the  supreme  court;  and  it  is  plain 
that  the  utmost  exten*  of  the  doctrine  they  maintain 
is,  that  captures  made  bv  vessels,  equipped  in  a 
neutral  nation,  are  illegal  only  in  relation  to  such 
vation,  and  if  tlicy  nre  brought  infra  pre  it  din  her 
ports,  restitution  will  be  ordered — no  other  remu- 
neration is  hold  forth— no  other  resource  is  opened 
to  the  captured  complainant.  It  will  not  be  denied^ 
that  an  exception  to  a  grneral  rule  is  to  be  taken 
strictly;  tliat  it  goes  no  far'.her  ilian  its  terms  clear- 
ly imply.  Indeed,  it  would  be  impossible,  upon  any 
known  principles  of  admiralty  or  prize  law,  to  take 
jurisdiction  and  a'vard  restitution  under  any  other 
circumstances.  No  court  can  exercise  prize  juris- 
diction, unless  the  vesipsa,  the  corpus,  be  actually 
or  conslruc'ively  in  its  possessiim.  if  autlioritios 
be  necessary  to  support  a  position  so  universally 
known  and  understood  bv  every  civilian,  I  refer  to 
2  Rr.;  Civ.  and  ad.;  law,  100-1,  2  4  Rob.  46,  4  Cr.; 
277,297,513  14,  254. 

I  might  now  call  upon  the  counsel  for  the  plaintlfi' 
to  prove,  affirmatively,  that  their  case  is  within  the 
exceptions   establislied  by  these  decisions  of  the 

supreme   court. They   have    furnished   neither 

analogy  nor  precedent  for  their  proceeding,  but 
have  relied  entirely  on  the  irregular  and  unsound 
inference,  that  because  the  capture  was  illegal 
as  to  this  country,  it  was  illegal  as  to  Spain— 
and  that  because  the  property  would  have  been 
restored,  if  brought  iiifra  presidia,  tiierefore  they 
will  be  permitted  to  pursue  a  personal  remedy. 
Rut  is  it  notf.dlacious — grossly  fallacious,  to  infer 
that  an  act,  illegal  as  to  the  offended  power,  a  neu- 
tral, must  be  so  as  to  the  opposing  belligerent,  and 
that  because  the  property  captured  would  be  re- 
stored if  it  be  bro't  within  our  jurisdiction— there- 
fore, if  not  brought  within  it,  we  will  give  a  remu- 
neration in  damages,  through  the  medium  of  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass.  This  reasoning  is  unworthy  Of  a 
formal  refutation.  It  is  destitute  of  legal  precision, 
and,  if  permitted  to  prevail,  would  confound  all  the 
established  distinctions  between  belligerent  rights 
and  neutral  duties. 

As  no  positive  authority  of  any  sort  has  been  pro- 
duced to  .f^thoris;  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
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I  shouUl  bf-  justified  bv  the  usages  of  all  courts  to 
stop  here,  aa'd  order  the  defendant  to  be  discharged 
-but  I  shall  proceed  to  shew,  negatively,  by  au- 
thority, and  by  reasoning  conclusive,  (at  least  to 
ray  own  mind)  'hat  this  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained, and  that  tlie  pluintiiT  is  not  entitled  to  hold 
the  defendant  to  bail. 

Here  it  is  proper  to  recur  to  a  fact  which  will 
render  the  autl.oritie?,  to  which  I  shall  refer,  di 
rectly  applicable  to  this  case,  to  wit,  that  this  cap- 
ture was  condemned  by  a  court  of  admiralty,  sitting 
and  proceeding  under  the  authority  of  the  gnvern- 
ment  that  authorised  the  capture;  or  if  the  certifi- 
cates of  condemnation  should  be  deemed  irregulsr, 
or  not  sufficiently  proved,  that  the  prize  was  car- 
ried ivfra  pvesidia  a  port  of  the  capturing  power. 

It  would  be  an  idle  waste  of  time,  and  frlfling 
with  the  under.^tunding  of  the  profession,  to  cite 
many  authorities  to  prove  that  a  condemnation  of 
a  prize  in  a  court  of  admirally  is  binding  and  con- 
clusive against  all  tiie  world.  The  following  abun- 
dantly sliov,s  it:— T.  Itiymond,  473;  CoUec.  Jurid. 
.153,  vol.1;  1  Dal  7S;  Rose  vs.  Himely,  269— 71  — 
82— ,3;  4.  Ci'.  269-71—82—3;  Dal.  86,  in  I'enk  vs. 
Doane,  I'atlerson,  justice,  says,  "The  sentence  of  a 
court  of  admiralty,  or  of  appeal,  in  questions  of 
prize,  binds  all  the  world,  as  to  every  thing  con- 
tained in  it,  beciu'ie  all  the  world  are  parties  to  it. 
.The  sentence,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  conclusive  to  all 
persons." 

Hut  if  (he  condemnation  has  not  been  sufficiently 
proved,  yet  the  prize  was  CArv\e.A  infi  a  prtsidiaXhc 
ports  of  tlie  captor.     That  is  wndoiibted. 

To  prove  t!iat  this  excludes  all  remuneration  in 
damages  in  tlie  courts  of  the  U.  Slates,  I  shall  first 
cite  the  case  of  the  United  Stales,  vs.  Peters,  3 
Bal.  121.  as  directly  in  point.— Most  of  the  facts  in 
that  case  weretiie  same  as  in  this;  the  capturing 
vessel  Was  alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out  in  the 
U.  States — t!ie  commander  alleged  to  be  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  and  neither  uUegution   denied;    bu\ 


there  were  other  fads,  i>  hicU  made  the  case  strong- 
er than  this,  and  pressed  with  great  force  upon  the 
justice  of  the  court.  Tlie  property  captured  was 
American,  but,  as  in  this  case,  had  not  been  brou.ght 
into  tlie  ports  of  the  U.  S,  and  dam.ages  were  sued 
iov  by  \.\\e.  American  owner.  Tiie  capturing  vessel 
and  her  commander  were  both  within  thajurisdic- 
tion  of  the  court,  and  botli  had  been  arrested  by 
process  issued  out  of  the  district  court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  a  motion  was  now  made  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  U.  S.  for  a  writ  of  prohibition,  direct 
ed  to  the  district  court.  Upon  the  argument,  the 
very  qrtestion,  now  under  consideration  here,  was 
raised  and  stated  in  terms — that  is,  in  the  v.ords  of 
the  repoiter: 

"The  controversy  turned  principally  upon  this 
point:  whetlier  the  district  court  could  sustain  a 
libel  for  damages,  in  the  case  of  a  capture,  as  prize, 
made  by  a  belligerent  power  on  the  high  s'jus,  when 
the  vessel  captured  was  not  brouglil  within  the  ju 
rJsdiclion  of  the  U.  States,  but  cairied  for  adjudica- 
tion infra  presidia  of  the  captors." 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  this  is  the  very  point 
.  I  am  called  on  to  decide — and  it  must  be  remember 
ed  that  the  caplain,  in  that  case,  was  under  an  ar- 
rest, as  well  as  Ids  vessel. 

The  supreme  court,  after  solemn  argument,  di- 
rected a  writ  to  isstie,  proldbiting  tlie  district  court 
from  holding  further  plea  of  the  premises,  and  di- 
recting, fordiwilh,  both  the  commander  and  his 
vessel  to  be  released. 

With  this  Case  on  record,  it  is  a  matter  of  sur- 
Bydse,  and  worlliy  of  aaimadversion,  that  this  pro- 


ceeding should  have  been  attempted,  and  still  more 
singular,  that  a  refusal  to  sustain  it  should  be 
deemed  extraordinary,  and  pregnant  with  alarmintj 
consequences. 

I  .shall  advert  to  one  authority  more.  It  is  not  a 
decision  of  the  supreme  court,  but  of  a  very  en- 
lightened judge,  who  elucidates  every  subject  he 
examines  with  great  ability  and  research,  and 
whose  judgrmeats  are  entitled  to  the  confidence? 
and  respec  of  every  tribunal  acting  under  the  lawa 
of  the  U.  S.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  U.  S.  for  the  fir.st  circuit,  in  tjie  case  of  the 
Inviocible,  2  Gall  29.  I  was  referred  to  it,  as  shoWf 
ing  that  the  court,  in  that  case,  recognized  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  supreme  court  in  Talbot 
vs.  Jansen,  and  the  Alerta;  and  so  it  was  bound  to 
recognize  it,  as  is  every  subordinate  tribunal — so 
does  this  court,  in  the  very  terms  in  which  it  is  gir 
ven.  Judge  Story's  construction  and  application  of 
the  law  is  precisely  that  which  is  adopted  here.  Al-  , 
luding  to  tlie  cases,  I  have  just  cited,  he  says — 

"But  allov,ing  these  cases  to  have  the  fullest  ef- 
fect, the  most  liberal  construction  can  impute  to 
them,  they  only  decide  that  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
courts,  in  matters  of  prizes  made  by  foreign  crui- 
sers, attaches  whenever  the  prize  property  is  with- 
in our  ports.  In  the  case  before  us,  the  cruiser  it- 
self only  is  within  the  country,  and  not  the  captur- 
ed ship  in  the  character  of  prize.  It  is  therefore 
clearly  distinguishable." 

The  cruiser  was  in  tlie  country,  and  so  was  her 
commander,  but  not  a  word  escaped  the  counsel 
or  the  court,  that  woukl  authorise  a  pretence  to 
hold  him  liable.  If  prize  jurisdiction  does  not  at- 
tach when  the  cruise.'  and  tlie  commander  are 
both  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  is  not 
tlie  conclusion  irresistable  and  complete,  that  it 
does  not  v.'hen  the  I  itler  alone  is  here. 

But  more  is  said  in  this  opinion  applicable  to  this 
case: 

After  stating  that,  in  general,  in  cases  of  marine 
torts,  the  adiBirulty  will  sustain  jurisdiction,  where 
either  the  person  or  his  property  is  within  the  ter- 
ritory, aad  arrest  either,  he  adds — 

"Butitafibrds  such  remedies  only,  where  the 
tort  is  a  mere  marine  trespass,  and  not  where  it  in- 
vulves  directly  ihe  question  vf  prize. ^*     Further — 

"In  the  next  place,  the  principal  question  involv- 
ed in  a  trial  under  such  circumstances,  necessarily 
is  the  question  of  prize." — And  again — 

"Whether  damages  shall,  in  any  case  of  capture, 
be  given,  must  depend  upon  the  law  of  prize,  as  un- 
derstood and  administered  by  the  foreign  sove- 
reign, or,  in  a  case  of  probable  cause,  upon  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  the  captors.  The  damages, 
therefore,  are  not  an  independent  and  principal  en- 
quiry, but  a  regular  incident  to  the  question  of 
jjrize,  in  whatever  manner  the  process  may  be  in- 
-stituted;  and  this  consideration  disposes  of  that 
part  of  the  argument  iu  which  it  is  assumed,  that 
although  a  neutr:il  tribunal  may  not  directly  en- 
tertain the  question  of  prize,  yet  it  may  collateral- 
ly, when  it  is  a  mere  incident  to  the  question  of 
damages." 

This  opinion  supports  all  the  positions  I  have 
taken  iu  this  ca\ise.  And  as  my  attention  had  not 
be  directed  to  it,  when  I  decided  several  points  in 
the  early  stages  of  this  controversy,  it  is  a  mattei- 
of  great  satisfaction  to  perceive  that  the  principles. 
I  maintahied,  were  in  strict  conformity  to  this  exr= 
position  of  the  law. 

The  conclusion  will  no  longer  be  resisted,  T  i  ruf  t, 
that  in  matters  of  prize,  made  by  foreign  ciui?ers, 
the  cpurts  of  the  United  States  can  take  f.o  " 
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(Hction,  unless  the  prizes  be  brougiu    within  our 

{jorts,  alHiough  the  capturing'  vessel  be  oulfitteil 
lere;  and  it  is  proved  as  well  as  admitted,  that  when 
a  neutral,  power  does  not  take  cognizance  of  the 
case,  under  one  of  the  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule,  then  the  courts  of  the  capturing-  power  have 
the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

It  is  next  to  he  shown,  that  the  court  having  ex- 
clusive jufisdiction  of  tiie  pi-incipal  ques.ion,  has 
^soof  all  its  incid»-nis  and  consequences.  As  ihi; 
opinion  bus  already  neon  exte;^ded  to  a  ienj.jth 
somewhat  unusual,  I  sli  dl  be  concise  in  what  re- 
mains to  be  said. 

Two  cases  in  Carthew-,  p.  393,  474,  are  full  to  this 
point,  and  also,  Le  Caux  vs.  Eden,  and  Li.ido  vs. 
Rodney — passion,  Do-jf*-. 

"If  theadiniralty  is  possessed  of  a  cause  ilhasa 
.tight  to  try  every  incidental  q'lesUoa."  3  1)  il.  6. 

"The  original  act  derived  iv.-:  quali'.y  froni  the 
intention  of  the  selzarf,  whic'i  was  ipiizc;  and  the 
law  precludes  any  court  froin  deciding  on  the  inci- 
dent, that  had  no  jurisiliction  of  the  original  ques- 
■tion."— 3  Dal.  and  Collect.  Jund.  Silesia  Loan. 

"From  the  very  naau'e  of  things,  the  question  of 
damages  must  be  determined  by  the  same  tribunal 
that  determines  the  questions  of  prizes:  it  is  an  in- 
cident, and  whoever  takes  cognizance  of  the  prin- 
cipal question,  must  likewise  tuk.«j  cognizance  of 
that."— 3  Dal.  126. 

This  is  fro.ii  the  argument  of  counsel,  but  it 
derives  the  weight  of  authority  from  the  recogni- 
1  ion  of  the  opposite  counsel  in  the  one  case,  and  of 
t'ie  court  intlie  other. 

Mr.  .tustice  Johnson's  opinion  in  Rose  vs.  Hime 
ly,  recognized  those  principles  as  undoubted  la.*'; 
and  as  Itjis  been  shown  in  tiie  case  of  the  Invinci- 
ble, it  is  decided  exprsssiy  tliat  tlie  court  not  hav 
ing  jurisdiction  of  the  question  of  prize,  had  not 
of  the  question  of  damages,  in  whatever  manner 
they  .may  be  claimed. 

Jurisdiction  then  of  the  question  of  prize  draws 
after  it  jurisdiction  of  all  its  incidents  and  in  the 
language  of  Mr.  justice  Story  "damages  are  a  re- 
gular incident  to  tlie  question  of  prize."  They  are 
unt  only  a  regular  but  an  inseparable  incident. 
There  can  be  no  dam'iges  for  a  tak.'mr  as  prize,  \i.n- 
less  the  prize  be  tried  and  acquitted.  It  can  only 
be  tried  in  a  prize  court.  Jiy  the  constitution  and 
fundamental  laws  of  thac  court,  it  is  not  only  au- 
thorised, but  bound  to  give  redress,  by  way  of  da- 
mages, f>ra  capture,  wliich,  upon  the  trial,  proves 
to  have  been  illegally  made.  They  can  no  where 
else  be  ascertained  and  awarded.  There  are  the 
parlies  to  make,  to  bear,  and  repel  each  others  al 
iegiTion — there  are  the  piper.-,  documents  and 
testimony  by  whicli,  alone,  the  court  can  be  govern- 
ed in  its  examinations  and  decisions.  Tills  investi- 
gation forms  a  part  of  the  trial  of  the  prize — the 
tiame  facts  that  establish  the  cliaracter  of  the  cap- 
ture, viz.  whether  it  be  prize  or  no  prize,  must  de- 
termine whether  there  be  damages  or  no  damages. 
If  they  are  not  claimed  in  that  court  they  cannot 
be  claimed  elsew!ie:e.  The  opinions  of  RuUer 
and  lord  .Mansfield  establish  these  posiiions  beyond 
all  coviiravorsy;  and  that  a  distinct  and  inlepcn- 
dent  .iclion  of  trespass  will  not  lie  for  a  taking  as 
prize. 

A  seizure  as  prize  is  Vno  trespass,  though  it  may 
be  wrongful.  The  autliority  and  intention  with 
which  it  is  doi-.e  deprive  the  act  of  the  character 
that  v.oiild  olhtrwise  be  impressed  upon  it.  The 
tort  is  merged  in  the  capture  ai  prise. 

It  is  one  of  the  objects  of  a  priae  court  to  enquire 
into  Uie  authority  by  whicii  the  capture  is  mi«de. 


It,  by  the  authority  of  the  sovereign,  the  origina* 
taking  must  be  deemed  legal,  a;j  to  the  party  com- 
mitting the  act,  the  ultimate  validity  of  tlie  prize 
will  depend  on  subsequent  invesiigations;  but  the 
party  m-.iking  the  capture  is  justified  by  tlie  orders 
of  his  sovereign.  Tliey  convert  t!)e  act  of  tlie  indi- 
vidui!  into  a  matter  of  state.  T'le  moment  an  act 
is  authorised  or  directed  by  the  supreme  jxiwei"  of 
a  nation,  the  contfst  is  nationiil,  not  personal — the 
di-'P'Ue  is  not  between  the  individuals  but  between 
their  governments. 

Tnis  capture  is  prived  to  liave  been  made  under 
the  auth  >rity  of  the  govern ni en t  of  Buenos  Ayres: 
tlie  defendant,  '.her-^^for.-,  mcurre  I  no  persoiid  re- 
spons'.bility.  However,  tiie  act  may  liave  been  con- 
sidured  in  relation  to  the  nfj'cud-'.il  power,  if  the 
prize  had  been  brought  loitJua  its  Jurisdiction:  it 
was,  unqijestionably,  legal,  a*  between  the  parlies. 

From  all  the  decisio.is,  therefore.,  of  our  courts, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  general  pr-i  iciples  of 
international  law,  the  following  rule  i  idubitubly 
•'^sulis. 

Tiiat  captures  made  by  means  of  equipments  ob- 
tained here,  if  brjught  within  OTir  juiisdl  :ii  «n, 
shall  not  avail;  but  the  capture,  if  autnorised  by 
the  sovereign  of  the  captor,  is  legal  as  between 
ilie  parties;  and  if  carried  into  his  possession,  or, 
infra  presidia}ih\s  povis,  cannot  be  recovered  here. 

On  this  conclusion  I  rest  with  perfei.t  confidence.. 

E.-.ough  has  now  been  shown  for  the  purposes  of 
this  case;  but  as  it  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
animadversions,  not  altogether  decorous  or  proper, 
I  shall  proceed  to  show,  that  upon  principle  and 
indisputable  authority  too,  no  suit  or  proceeding 
of  any  sort  can  be  maintained  in  the  c  )ur's  of  a 
neutral  nation,  by  the  subjects  of  one  belligerent 
agiinst  the  subjects  of  the  other,  tor  acts  grjwing 
out  of  the  War. 

If  an  action  of  trespass  could  be  m.iintained  fop 
an  act  committed  beyond  our  jurisdictional  limits, 
so  could  every  other  calculated  to  repair  the  inju- 
ries and  redress  the  grievances  that  would  natural- 
ly flow  from  a  state  of  war;  ard  how  preposterous 
would  be  the  spectacle  afforded  by  belligerents 
jMosecnting  each  other  in  neutral  courts  in  actions 
of  trespass,  false  imprisonment,  and  even  assault 
and  battery.  All  their  battles  would  be  fought 
over  again  on  neutral  ground.  But  these  things 
are  not  permitted.  Neutr.ils  have  nothing  to  do 
with  questions  of  right  or  wrong  between  the"  bel- 
ligerents, and  will  not  suffer  them  to  be  agitated 
m  their  tribunals.  This  rule  of  conduct  is  pre- 
scribed by  all  writers  who  have  treated  of  the 
rights  and  duties  of  neutrality. 

I  shall  ciie  a  few  authorities  that  are  very  expli- 
cit on  this  point. 

"The  neutral  ought  to  consider  as  lawful  whate- 
ver either  of  the  belligerents  may  do  to  the  other; 
and  siiould  regard  no  act  of  warfare  as  unjust. 
Those  who  are  not  judges  between  the  contending 
nations,  and  who  are  no  parties  in  the  war,  have  no 
right  to  take  cognizance  of  their  acts,  or  to  decide 
on  the  justice  of  their  Ci»use;  it  is  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  every  act  done  by  either  of  them,  dur- 
ing the  war,  should  be  regarded  by  all  neutral  pow- 
ers as  lawfiiily  done,"     2  Az.  6i. 

"As  between  tlie  belligerents  the  neutral  is  bound 
to  sec  ri;^ht,  wlienever  he  sees  possession  of  a  right, 
un.icconjpanied  by  possession,  he  cannot  take  no- 
tice,"    Byn.  118. 

In  this  case,  the  prize  is  in  possession  of  the 
sovereign  of  the  capior,  and  we,  as  neuiral,  are 
bound  to  consider  that  posstssion  rightful. 

"When  a  nation  remains  ncuirul  in   war,    she  is 
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bound  to  consider  it  equally  just  on  both  sides,  as 
relates  to  its  effects,  ant],  conseqiiently,  to  look 
upon  every  rapture  nnade  by  either  party  as  a  law- 
fill  acqiiisition.  To  allow  one  of  the  parties  to  en- 
ior  in  her  dominion  the  right  of  claiming  things 
taken  !w  the  other,  wouUl  be  declaring  in  favor  of 
the  former,  and  departing  from  the  line  of  neutrali- 
ty."    C::iuv,  94. 

T'lesf  p"iiiciples  are  laid  down  by  VHttel,  in  dif- 
ferent places.     C.  2  3.  4. 

I  sh;dl  cite  b'lt  one  case  from  Robinson,  out  of 
many  that  lie  bf^fore  me.  In  the  Henrick  and  Maria, 
4-  llnh   46,  47,  Sir  William  Scott  says— 

"The  nec.tral  state  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
rights  of  force  possessed  by  tlie  one  beliig-erent 
against  the  otiier;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  en 
forrementor  consummation  of  .such  riglits— ilowes 
to  both  parties  the  simple  rights  of  hospitality— 
and  even  these  are  very  limited  in  the  practice  of 
most  civilized  stales." 

"The  neutral  state  can  have  no  compulsory  juris- 
diction  to  e.Kercise  upon  either  party   upon   ques- 1 
tions   of  war  pending  between  them;   nor  can  any 
such  jurisdiction  be  conveyed  to  it  by  the  authority 
of  one  of  them." 

'I  hese  are  t!ie  principles  that  prevail  in  the  courts 
of  Europe,  and  they  have  been  recognized  by  our 
own. 

In  the  case  of  the  U,  States  vs.  Palmer,  3  Wheaton 
—the  supreme  court  says — 

''If  the  government  of  the  union  remains  neutral, 
but  recognizes  the  existence  of  a  civil  war,  the 
courts  of  the  iK.ion  cannot  consider  as  criminal 
those  acts  of  hostility  which  war  autliorizes,  and 
which  t!ie  new  government  may  direct  against  its 
tnemy." 

These  principles  are  derived  from  elemen'ury 
.  writers  of  establishsd  reputation,  and  adopted  as 
rules  of  decision,  as  well  in  foreign  as  domestic 
tribunals,  instituted  for  administration  of  public 
law.  They  are  founded  in  good  sense,  and  seem  to 
have  anticipated  the  absurd  consequences  that 
would  necessarily  flow  from  permitting  belligerents 
to  pursue  each  other  into  neutral  countries,  and 
there  seek  civil  retnedies  for  acts  of  war. 

It  seems  imnecessary  to  pursue  any  branch  of 
this  inquiry  furtlier.  Unless  my  view  of  the  law, 
and  the  authorities  I  have  submitted,  are  imper- 
fect or  fallacious,  every  position  I  have  assumed 
has  been  supported  by  autliorilies  at  once  binding 
and  conclusive.  AlthoUgU  the  blind  zeal  and  har- 
diliood  of  the  parlizan  may  resist  conviction,  un- 
prejudiced reason  and  common  sense  must  be  satis- 
fied. 

There  is  now  no  ground  left  on  which  this  pro- 
ceeding can  be  sustained,  and  the  defendant  must 
be  discharged  on  common  baiL 


CHIIONICLE. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  recog- 
nized Donald  .Vlacintosl),  esq.  a.s  consul  for  New 
tiampshire  and  Maine,  and  John   Hernurd  Gilpin, 
esq.  as  consul  for  Ivhode-Island,  of  his  Brilannic 
majestv . 

A  fellow  lias  been  condemned  to  one  year's  im- 
jwisonment  to  bard  labor,  at  P  liladelpliia,  for  in- 
decently exposing  his  person  to  females. 

Mr.  lUand,  one  of  tiie  commissioners  of  the  U. 
States  to  Sv)uih-Ainerica,  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
from  Valparaiso,  on  the  30th  iilt.  in  a  private  vessel. 
The  Ontario,  captain  Diddle,  sailed  for  Columbia 
river  the  middle  of  June  last. 

Our  westeih  papers  inform  US  of  Che  launching 


of  several  new  steam  boats,  artd  they  seem  to  be 
building  by  dozens. 

The  waters  of  the  Ohio  were  hardly  ever  known 
to  be  so  low  a.s  at  present — all  the  goods  that  arri- 
ved at  Pittsburg,  since  the  middle  of  September, 
i-^main  there,  '-loiv  water  bound." 

Isaac  Williamson,  esq.  has  been  re  elected  go. 
vernorof  the  state,  by  the  legislature  oT  Xew  Jer- 
sej'. 

Specie.  So  great  i.'j  the  pre.sent  rage  for  tlse 
East  India  and  China  trade,  that  Spanish  dollaf-s 
are  at  about  9  per  cent,  premium,  over  the  best 
bank  notes — American  collars  are  not  quite  so  higii, 
t'^ough  extensively  used  in  this  traffic,  in  which 
\.'e  are  altogeiher  willing  to  wish  that  many  may 
''burn  their  Jingersy'  for  it  certainly  is  disadvanla« 
ous  to  us. 

Cdin  also  bears  a  hich  premium  in  every  Euro* 
pean  country  much  blt'.s-^ed  with  a  paper  currency. 
France  is  the  least  plagued  with  discounts  and  pre- 
miums. 

AcriintUiire.  General  Sleplicn  Van  Renselaer, 
of  New  York,  has  liberally  subscribed  /fve  Intn/li-e'i 
d'tilavs  a  year,  for  //.r.-e  yi<ir.'!,  to  the  extia  fund  of 
the  agricultural  society  of  .Vlbany  county.  The 
members  contribute  one  dollar  a  year. 

Oil  of  viirjnl.  A  vessel  has  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans— having  been  parti:dly  consumed  with  fire, 
and  a  large  part  of  her  valuable  cargo  lost,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  bursting  of  some  bottles  of  oil  of 
vitriol,  stov/ed  in  the  hold,  as  it  contents  were  un- 
known, being  marked  «'F.  Glass."  I'he  person 
guilty  of  such  an  unfeeling  imposition  deserves  to 
be  scouted  out  of  society. 

'J7ie  Guerriere.  An  English  paper  spe;..king  of 
this  frigate,  sayi^,  ".she  has  seven  lieutenants  .and 
465  men  on  board,  of  whom  about  3U0  are  British- 
horn  subjects.  Thirteen  of  her  men  ^leserted  while 
she  remained  here,  ttuo  ofivhom  have  since  entered 
on  board  one  of  the  sloops  tfiuar  at  Portsmouth;  and 
they  hold  out  no  very  flattering  inducements  for 
our  seamen  to  cross  the  Atlantic." 

.Ye-.v  Orleans  is  said  to  contain  40,000  inhabitants. 
Died,  at    Q'lincy,  near    Boston,    on   the    28th 
ult.  Mrs.  Miigail  Adams,   the    amiable    consort  of 
president  Adams,  in  the  74th  year  of  her  age. 

Madder.  A  vessel  has  arrived  at  Pliiladelphia 
with  433  bundles  and  bales  of  mar der,  root,  on 
board,  which  was  shipped  for  England  from  that 
port,  in  May  last,  and  not  permitted  to  be  l-^uded. 

Admiralty  cases!  The  United  States  attorney  for 
the  district  of  Ohio,  lias  iiled  two  libels  nf^ainst  cer- 
tain vessels  seized  on  lake  Erie,  for  a  violation  of 
the  revenue  laws. 

Savannah  The  exports  of  Savannah,  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  Sept.  uP.  were  value*l  at  fourteen 
millions,  one  hundred  and  eighty  three  thousund, 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  dailars  and  19  cents! 

Tobacco. — Inferior  qualities  of  tobacco  have  been 
aold  :it  Uichmond  at  §14. 

Conneciicvt.  The  legislature  of  Conn«cticut,  lately 
in  session  at  New  liaven,  has  passctl  an  act  per. 
mitting  the  proprietors  of  the  mail  stsges  to  carry 
p:issengers  tlirough  that  stale  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Ohio.  We  have  not  yet  received  the  complete 
returns,  but  it  is  believed  that  Ethan  .'ill en  lirowu 
is  elected  governor — and  for  ciMigrtss,  Thomas  R. 
U.o^s,  vice  gen.  Harrison,  retired;  Henry  Brush  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  na''ber;  Mr  .  Heeclier,  re-elected.  Mr. 
U.  is  a  federalist.     tJiher  district.s  not  heard  f'om. 

Georgia  election.  John  Forsyth,  John  A.Cuthbert, 
William  TerriU,  Joel  Crawford,  Joel  Abbott  and 
Thomas  W.  Cobb  are  fleeted  to  the  Kith  congres?, 
from  tlie  state  of  Ceorgta. 


17§ 


NiLES'  REGISTER— NOVEMBER  7,  1818— CHRONICLE. 


lUmois  election.  In  the  new  state;  John  McLean  is 
elected  representative  of  congi-es:i,  by  a  majority  of 
14  votes  over  Mr.  Cook,  the  other  candidate. 

General  Stark— I'lxe  New  Hampshire  Patriot 
says,  -'gen  St;irk  yet  lives,  but  the  lamp  of  life 
iaintly  glimmers  in  its  socket."  This  worthy  old 
man  deserves  the  higher  Iionors  of  his  country. 
ile  was  carlv  in  tlie  service,  wai  «.rdent  and  ac'ive 
wherever  engaged,  and  was  the  first  to  give  a  se- 
rious check  to  the  enemy.  With  such  men  the 
i-esistance  in  tlie  causa  of  our  country  was  hegu^, 
and  the  greatest  dangers  were  encountered  by  their 
personal  valour  and  their  patriotism. 

Genernl  Mcintosh. — A  public  dinner  was  given  on 
the  8th  inst.  by  the  citizens  of  Augusta,  (Geo.)  to 
the  celebrated  Indian  cliief  JWIntosh.  A  number 
of  regular  and  volunteer  toasts  were  drunk  m\  the 
occasion.  General  G7as.9CocA.' pre.'-ided,  iissisled  by 
Georffe  Adams,  esq.  and  c  -'    Monlsr'J»iery. 

"The  personal  appearance  of  generul  M'Intosh 
(says  the  Augusta  Chronicle)  is  prepasdessing — we 
may  say,  it  is  dignified.  His  features  ure  strongly 
marked,  entirely  devoid  of  the  wild,  vacant,  un- 
meaning stare  of  the  savage.  In  his  eye  you  read 
an  equinanimous  and  stedfasl  purpose  of  soul, 
which  seems  alike  to  look  above  the  frowns  and 
blandishments  of  ft-rtune.  We  liave  seen  hi.n  in 
t-he  bosom  of  the  for  .'st,  surroundad  by  a  band  of 
wild  and  ungovernable  savi;ges — We  have  sren 
him  too,  in  the  drawing-room  in  the  civilized 
walks  of  life,  receiving  that  meed  of  approbation 
v;hich  his  services  so  justly  merit.  In  each  situa- 
tion we  found  liim  the  same,  easy  and  unconstrain- 
ed in  his  address,  and  uniform  in  his  conduct." 

The  following  toast  was  given  by  gen  M'I>tosli: 

The  Scalping  Knife — May  it  be  forever  buried 
against  Americans^  My  riglit  arm  in  support  of 
the  United  States. 

Auburn.  N.  Y.  a  villsge  of  a  very  recent  date, 
contaiua  2047  souls — of  wliom  only  two,  at  the 
taking  of  the  census,  were  confined  to  tlieir  beds. 

Ciiiciiimiii  has  a  pnpulatiun  of  9129  souls,— of 
whom  the  males  of  21  jears  of  age  and  upwards 
are  2364,  and  the  females  only  1632- 

Ballston  Spa.  The  number  of  persons  who  visit- 
ed these  springs  during  the  past  season  amounts 
to  2,500— of  whom,  it  is  staled,  more  than  1,200  re- 
side south  of  New  York.  The  amount  of  expen- 
diture by  them  is  estimated  at  5^125,000. 

Public  bitil flings. — Though  a  great  ettbrtlcis  been 
made  and  miich  work  done,  it  is  now  stated  that 
the  public  buildings  at  Washington  city  will  not  be 
ready  for  tbe  reception  of  congress  at  the  ensuing 
session.  The  north  wing  of  the  capitol  is  neaily 
completed,  and  the  south  wing,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  covered  in  before  winter.  The  two  new  execu- 
tive offices  will  be  roofed  this  fall. 

The  Jiaplist  connection  in  the  United  States,  is 
In  a  fiourisliip.g  state:  the  number  baptized,  the 
proceeding  year,  is  12370.  The  churches  2632 — 
tlie  preachers  1859 — members  190,000. 

Dy  the  minutes  of  the  Mtthodist  annual  confer- 
ences in  America,  for  the  year  ending  1st  August, 
1818,  it  appears  that  tliere  has  been  an  accession 
of  4,774  members  to  their  communion.  The  ag;^re- 
gate  numlier  of  their  member.ship,  amounts  to 
229,627— Their  itinerant  preachers,  748;  and  of 
tiieir  local  preacliers,  the  probable  number  ex- 
ceeds 3000.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore  o;}ly,  there 
are  more  than  3,600  wliites,  and  upwards  of  1600 
Idacks  in  the  communion  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Their  nrnsions  in  Mississippi  territory  and  slute  of 
Louisiana,  have  been  formed  into  circ^.its,  and  con- 
stituted a.  conference.     Tuey  h^vq  twelve   itine- 


rant preachers,  ard  2000  members  of  their  church 
in  that  infant  country.— .Sf   C.  Stale  Gazelle 

The  account  lately  published  in  a  Chillicothe 
pager  of  tlie  death  of  colonel  Daniel  Boone,  is,  we 
ha'-e  good  authority  to  say,  a  f;ibric..tio'i— Colonel 
Boone  was  alive  in  A'igust.  Ken   Rep. 

.A^'otice  to  the  ividoxes  and  vnnor  children  uf  deceased 
soldiers. — The  widows  and  minor  children  of  sol- 
diers thstdied  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  are  informed,  that  the  law 
giving  them  commutation,  or  five  years'  half-pay 
pension,  in  lieu  of  land,  expires  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  Fehruiiry  next,  (1819).  TIiosc  persons  that 
are  entitled  to  the  pension,  amou'iting  to  240  dol- 
lars, that  <io  not  apply  for  it  bef  ire  that  period, 
will  probablv  be  forever  after  debarred  from  ob- 
taining  it.  Tliis  notice,  wliich  is  given  by  an  agent 
in  one  of  the  nortiiern  states,  in  the  shape  of  an- 
alvertisement  to  claimants,  inviting  tlic-ir  applica- 
tion to  him,  we  publish  gratuitously— reminding 
them,  at  the  same  time,  that  no  agency  is  neces- 
sary in  the  case.  Clai.'-nani'.,  who  ars  ignOrant  of  the 
mode  of  transacting  'he  busiress,  m.iy  avail  them- 
selves of  !h»  aid  of  tlie  representitives  of  their  re- 
spective disLricts,  in  co!lgre^s,  who  v.iU  take  -dea- 
sure  in  aiTordmg  it,  at  the  approaching  session,  to 
mike  tlie  necessary  application,  Sec  at  the  niiblic 
offices.  [A'at.  Intel. 

Military  cn»'p.  About  seven  leagues  up  the  river 
Trinity,  and  iii  die  vici^iity  of  the  ground  chosen 
by  gen.  L  dlemand  fur  his  military  camp,  is  a  town, 
containing  near  500  houses,  occupied  by  Indinns 
and  Spaniards,  called  Trinity,  distant  from  St.  An- 
tonio, in  the  province  of  .Mexico,  about  120  leagues- 

The  num!>er  of  Lallemand's  followers  still  keeps 
increasing,  by  the  addition  of  fii.e:itivc  Frenchmen, 
who  find  an  asylum  in  this  establishment.  Neither 
provisions,  money,  or  arms,  are  said  to  be  wantingj 
and  the  patriot  privateers,  cruising  in  tlie  Gulph  of 
McXico,  depo-iit  their  surplus  prize  goods,  the  pro- 
duce of  tlie  West  Indies,  at  this  spot,  between 
whom  and  the  nu*''  setlle-s  the  most  friendly  rela» 
ti'ons  subsist. —  Wash.    City  Gaz. 

.hlin  Anderson.  We  hear  that  John  Anderson,  of 
congressional  memory,  has  ordered  a  suit  against 
Thomas  Dunn,  sergeant  at  arms  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  for  having  unjustly  held  him  in 
co:dinement  during  the  I'st  session  of  congress,  in 
obr  ditji.ce  to  an  order  of  tiie  house.  The  cotmty 
cour;,  before  which  tliis  cause  will  be  brought, 
meets  in  December  next.  Ibid. 

/fi/drophobia  among  the  Foxes.  "We  have  seen 
sevei-ul  genilcnen  from  the  Northern  Neck,  who 
state  that  the  Hydrophobia  exists  at  present  to  the 
most  alarming*  degree  among  the  Foxes.  In  the 
county  of  Northuuihtrland  upwards  of  forty  per- 
sons Lave  been  bit. c;»  who  have  been  sent  to  the 
stone.  A  most  remarkable  circumstance  attends 
the  malady,  which  is  that  the  afflicted  animal  in 
place  of  avoiding  tlie  Iruman  species  immediately 
m:ikis  towards  tliem,  and  even  enters  Iiouses  in  the 
middlo  of  ihe  day. — V/e  have  seen  ih.e  gertleman 
who  states  that  a  fox  entered  a  house  yard  in  his 
prestnoe,  notwithstanding  there  were  sr  veral  dogs; 
and  lh.it  the  dogs,  in  place  of  aitacking  the  animal, 
iniuitdiately  retired,  cxiiibiting  great  signs  of  fear. 
On  uuother  occa'..ion  a  f'o.x  made  towards  a  boy  wiio 
Was  vvulklng  idong  the  road. — The  latter  to  avoid 
him,  leaped  into  a  wagyon  wiiich  was  p.^ssing,  but 
the  fox  pursued  and  bit  him  iu  several  places. — 
Much  injury  has  likewise  been  done  to  the  cattlej 
and  we  are  informed  that  the  greatest  uneasiness 
exists  among  the  inliabitants,  on  account  of  this 
singula!'  and  esivaordir.ary  muUdy.  Pel.  Int. 
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Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia. 

The  society  met  at  tlie  Union  Hotel,  in  Rich- 
mond, on  tlie  19th  ult.  WiV^on  C.  Nicholas,  esq.  its 
vice  president,  took  the  chair. 

Various  rec^ulatioiis  for  the  good  government  of 
the  society  were  proposed  and  adopted. 

The  fjllowing'  g'entlemen  were  duly  elected 
njernbers: 

Governor  James  P.  Preston,  Dr.  Jicob  G.  Parker, 
judge  Hugh  Holrr.es,  judge  Peter  Randolph,  judge 
Alex.  G.  Dude,  judge  Peter  Johnson,  judge  Rich- 
ard E.  Parker,  Jojin  Kyre,  Merit  Robinson,  William 
Dandridge,  Archibald  I5ryce,  jun.  capt.  Thomas 
Pemberton,  Josinh  Le;ike,  John  Allison,  D^vid  Ro- 
bertson, XJirter  H.  Harrison,  Tiiomiis  R.  Harrison, 
John  R'»ane,  I'homas  M.  Baldwin,  Rirhard  Morris, 
Dr.  Joseph  Wai  kins,  James  B.  Ferguson,  William 
Randolph  (Cumberland,)  Thomas  B.  ilandoiph, 
William  B.  Smith,  IJr.  WUliam  Rice,  George  Har- 
rison, (Brandon,)  John  Siith,  George  Hard,  Charles 
C.  Taliaferro,  John  Hjomes,  Armistead  Hooines, 
Daniel  Turner,  William  Garnett,  Clairborne  C. 
Hoomes,  DiVid  Meade  (Brunswick,)  Dr.  James 
M.  Shephard,  John  Dvir'acott,  Edward  Valentine, 
John  M.  Price,  Hector  Divis,  Harry  Gaines,  John 
H  Blair,  Dr.  Richard  L.  Bohannan,  Pleasant  Win- 
ston, Nathaniel  Winston,  maj.  John  Staple.-;,  major 
l>yrd  George,    capt.  Wm.  B.  Cowan,  capt.  William 

Dandridge,  major   Laurence  T.  I^de,  James  Hen  jofour  agriculture,  and  propelling  it  «o  the  point  of 
derson,  James  Underwood,  William  Old.  perfection  to  which  these  can  conduct    It,  iinagi. 


science,  would  retard  a  progress,  step  bvslep;  and 
by  suffering  our  attention  to  be  absorbed  by  the 
end,  we  should  be  seduced  into  a  firgetfulness  of 
the  means.  Whatever  useful  results  may  occasi- 
onally proceed  from  profound  enquiries  ir.to  the 
arcana  of  agricuUure,  it  is  not  improper  to  mode- 
rate the  disposition  of  the  human  mind  for  pene- 
trating i.ito  obscurity,  and  discovering  secrets;  by 
shedding  new  light  upon  known  truths,  and  solicit- 
ing a  greater  respect  for  acknowledged  f.i';ts.  We 
sre  more  pleased  with  being  reminded  of  what  we 
know,  than  with  being  insti  uced  in  that  of  which 
we  are  ignorant  Intellectu.il  contcrnp'ation  is 
sometimes  an  obstacle  to  jsuiicijus  exertion,  .and 
too  often  alluring,  as  an  agreeable  luxury,  instead  of 
being  devoted  to  beneficial  efiects.  New  attitudes 
may  recal  us  to  a  more  careful  consideration  of 
old  cerfainties,  and  rouse  us  to  efforts,  which  lead 
to  the  beneficial  employment  of  present  time,  and 
save  us  from  the  disi<ppoii!Lment  of  distant  antici- 
pations. The  food  of  plants,  like  that  of  man,  is 
sufficiently  known  for  general  use;  they  are  nou- 
rished by  rich  earth,  as  men  are  by  fat  meat;  and 
whatever  benefit  may  ensue  in  par'lcuUr  cases 
from  abstruse  prescriptions,  yet  an  eschauge  of  the 
plainer  suggestions  of  nature,  for  the  conjectural 
diet  of  the  most  profound  physicians,  v/ould  hardiv 
add  to  the  general  health  of  either.  Had  we  ex- 
hausted the  obvious  m*ans  for  improving  the  state 


Several  interesting  papers  were  read.  The  sub- 
_^ect  of  agriathiire  is  of  the  most  vital  interest  to 
Virginia,  and  will  receive  the  most  respectful  at- 
tention from  this  paper. 

The  society  dined  together,  and  after  an  amica- 
ble and  agreeable  day,  separated — to  meet  again  on 
the  8th  of  December. — Enquirer. 


Paper  presented  to  the  agricultural  society,  and  or- 
dered to  be  published  by  the  committee  of  correspon- 
dence. 

[The  following  is  from  the  pen  of  col.  John  Tay 
lor,  of  Caroline,  the   president  of  the  society,  and 
.the  celebrated  "Arator"  of  Virginia.] 

The  necessities,  competency  and  profit  ofcgricuUure. 
However  superfluous  it  may  seem  to  the  learned, 
an  inculcation  of  correct  elementary  ideas  of  agri 
culture,  will  be  highly  useful  to  the  ignorant.  Even 
a  profound  geologist,  or  a  skilful  chymist,  if  he  i.s 
an  agriculturalist,  may  derive  some  benefit  from 
practical  essays,  referring  to  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  and  the  visible  course  of  vegetation.  Mil- 
ton'.makes  an  angel  warn  Adam  against  star-gaziwg, 
and  Eve  damned  mankind  by  an  intemperate  curio- 
sity for  unprofitiible  knowledge.  To  be  diverted 
from  the  use  of  warmth,  by  contemplating  the  sun, 
or  from  a  thrifty  cultivation  of  plants,  by  profound 
researches  after  their  food,  wottld  evixce  a  disre- 
gard to  these  admonitions.  By  shooting  our 
thoughts,  on  the  wings  of  iir.agination,  into  the  re- 
gions of  abstruse  knowledge  or  equivocal  conjec- 
ture, far  beyond  pressing  necessities  and  immedi- 
ate benefits,  we  sliould  advance  in  the  improve- 
ment of  agricuUure,  as  a  student  would  advance  m 
arithmetic  by  beginning  with  algebra.  An  attempt 
to  soar,  at  a  bound,  to  the  summit  of  amculturaUlan.: 
Vol..  5V.-^I?, 


nation  might  give  itself  the  rein,  dive  into  tiieorirs, 
and  so^r  in  speculation,  after  discovery— but 
where  it  now  stands  we  must  start,  before  we  can 
gain  the  station,  which  may  suggest  other  resour- 
ces, inspired  by  necessity,  or  derived  from  new 
circumstances.  Tlicse  considerations  have  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  treating  of  agriculture,  in 
a  slate  of  inf.mcy  or  of  decay,  'rather  than  as  hav- 
ing arrived  at  a  great  degree"  of  perfection;  and  of 
prt-ferring  an  attempt  to  awaken  the  mind  to  a  more 
attentive  coniemplatiou  of  *.hat  it  knows,  to  ad- 
venturing upon  the  more  arduous  task  of  bestow- 
ing  recondite  instructions,  of  which  it  may  be  un- 
willing to  accept.  «'I  tell  you  that  which  you  \  our- 
selves  do  know." 

The  necessities  of  agrict'ltiire. 
These  are  fertility,  tools,  industry  and  hons??, 
Without  fertility,  tools  are  uselesf;  without  tools, 
industry  must  fail;  v/ithout  industry,  fertility  and 
tools  are  unproductive;  and  without  houses,  crops 
are  lost  and  slocks  perish — A  cafwcity  in  land  to 
produce  .sometliing,  does  not  satisfy  anindispensa- 
ble  necessity  of  agriculture.  U  must  produce 
enough  to  defray  idl  the  e.^penses  of  cuUjvalion,  to 
supply  the  inevitable  wants  of  the  labor  eniployeJ 
on  it,  and  to  pay  the  taxes.  If  it  prodixes  less. 
the  farmer  must  perish,  or  resort  'o  some  other 
mode  of  subsistence.  Hunger,  the  loosest  prof-^- 
sor  of  moral  rectitude,  must  become  his  precejj'.orr 
and  the  poverty  arising  from  heartless  attempts  to 
gain  subsistence,  is  hisl.-'.st  comforter.  No  refuge 
e.xists  from  a  calamity,  produced  with  inflcxibie 
certainty  by  an  insufriciency  in  the  soil  to  supply 
him  with  necessaries,  but  to  destrt  his  heme,  to  en- 
list under  the  banner  of  Vice,  or  to  improve  his 
rh'e  tiisuiirsiercy  of  a  great  number  offunns 
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in.  A'ii'|iinlu  to  vic-id  the  biue  necessaries  recited,  j 
iniis;  cii  ive  iT.HP.v  l^iimersto  one  ofthese  remcclies. 
T!ie  fiiat  is  a  vulurrt^iry  banislimenl  tVoni  our  coun- 
try a>Kl  our  friends;  tlies2cotul,  a  banishment  fi-o!ii 
lieuver;  snd  the  third,  H!i  exertion  of  a  strongs,  vir- 
tuous and  pa'.rioi-ic  iniiul.  'I'he  success  of  tiie  Itist 
i- rert;iin,  if  we  use  the  means  pl:iced  by  Provi 
(leiice  vviii'in  otu'  rench.  Li.n.d,  in  propoition  to 
our  numbers,  ixbound.*;  nor  are  we  less  bountifully 
endowed  with  simple  means  for  its  inr>provenient, 
wliich,  carefully  husbanded  and  skilf'iily  applied, 
vi!l  sa'/e  us  fr(  ni  exile  or  guilt,  and  bes'.ow  upon 
us  subsistence  and  weslti!. 

These  means  are,  manurini^,  good  ploughing', 
gi'uES  seeds  sown  \\'\ih  or  upon  am-Al  grain,  and  in- 
.  closing.  An  opinion  exists,  tiiat  the  comK.on  re- 
sources for  munui'ing  are  scanty,  and  nuequal  to 
ti'.e  end  of  fertilizing  a  poor  soil.  T!iis  opinien  is 
the  oi"spring  of  a  want  of  industry  or  skill  to  col- 
lect, or  combine  them  with  the  other  specified 
means.  The  deity,  far  from  committing  an  egre- 
giou.s  blutjder  in  balancing  expenditure  and  sup- 
ply, Ik!s  i^rovided  the  latter  am[>ly  for  the  encou- 
ragement and  reward  of  industry.  By  a^solut<5 
sierility  nothing  is  produced,  and  of  course  noth- 
ing is  furnished  for  improvement;  but  whatever  be 
the  degree  of  productiveness,  it  furnishes  resour- 
ces for  improvement,  wliich  will  exceed  the  expen- 
diture of  the;>oil.  By  preserving  every  species  of 
litter,  esj)ecia!ly  cornstalks,  and  applying  il  btfure 
or  about  the  commencement  of  ftrmeniation;  by 
pcujiing  evtpy  species  of  stock  in  summer,  sli^jhtly 
littering  their  pens,  even  with  leaves  or  broom  straw, 
and  folding  tlieni  on  liller  in  wiuier;  and  by  pre- 
serving the  manure  arising  from  both  means  from 
being  wasted  by  premature  putrescence  or  evapo- 
ration, &  poor  firm  may  be  gradually  improved,  un- 
til it  will  yield  internal  resources,  adequate  to  a  co 
pious  annual  manuring  of  one  seventh  at  least  of 
its  arable  contents. 

Suc!i  cultivation,  as  v/ill  produce  both  subsis- 
tence Mid  an  improvement  of  the  soil,  is  indispen- 
sable to  any  tolerable  systeni  of  agriculture.  On 
rich  lands,  lliat  which  is  bad,  applied  to  a  large 
space,  or  that  which  is  good,  applied  to  a  small  one^ 
mav  \ield  subsistence;  but  a  large  space  of  poor 
land,  badly  cultivated,  or  a  small  one,  well  cultivat- 
ed, are  equully  incon>petent  to  the  object.  A  mul- 
ti.udc  of  farms  in  Virginia  are  so  exhausted  as  to 
be  unable  to  sujjply  the  wants  of  their  cultivators, 
tlie  expenses  of  cultivation,  and  the  taxes. ^ — Good 
ploughing  is  on  essential  ally  of  manuring,  tor  re- 
deen.ing  their  owners  from  a  state  of  bondage  to 
indigence.  Not  that  kind  of  ploughing  by  which 
the  e.irdi  is  exposed  to  reiterated  strokes  of  the 
sun,  or  a  thin  soil  is  exchanged  for  a  barren  one, 
by  A  deep  reversal  of  a  level  surface,  but  that 
which,  by  the  use  of  narrow  ridges,  will  diminish 
tlie  injury  from  too  much  heat,  deepen  the  soil  by 
revolution  between  ridges  and  furrows,  and  ad- 
irdt  gr;<.dualiy  of  being  very  deep,  without  excliang 
>iig  a  surface,  b.aving  some  ferlillt),  for  a  substra- 
tum  liuving  no.'.e. 

The  eflicacy  of  good  ploughing  towards  fertiliz- 
ing the  earth,  depend.'^,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  em- 
balmirg  a  mt.ss  of  vegetable  matter  belov.' the  sur 
face,  and  thus  protecting  it  against  the  depreda- 
tti>!is  of  heai,  moisture  and  air.  until  its  essence  is 
cuugijtaiid  absorbed  by  the  crop,  i:isiead  of  bring 
evaporated  into  the  atnios^pliere.  Manure  is  vege- 
table ma'.tcr,  and  of  course  vegetables  are  rjianure. 
iiy  so'.\  ill?  gr.iss  seeds  with  grain,  we  prtpi.re  ;-, 
co;u;juivir  for  the  [ihuigh,  from  wliich  it  dei  ites  its 
■cilici"  efficiency  in  fcililiaiiig  the  earlb;  and  provide 


a  copi:i'.s  supply  of  food  for  other  vegetables, 
which,  like  fish,  subsist  and  fatten  by  eating  each 
o'her. 

Ii'.closing  vastly    accelerates  the  process  for  fer- 
tilizing the  soil,   by  increasing  the  quantity  of  ve- 
getable matter  or  mantire   to  be  consigned  to  the 
plough.     To  practise  it  successfully,  however,  it 
must  be  combined  with  some  resource  equiv.^lent 
to  the  loss  of  the  scanty  pasturage,    from  v-'lucli  it 
ex,-l.t''ei    the    emaciatil    cattle.     Artificial    graz- 
ing and  hay  meadows,  oV'high  or  low  land,  is  a  re- 
source, by  which,  whilst  nineteen  acres  are  manur- 
irg   themselves,   without  human    toil,  one  may  be 
mude  to  produce   more  grass  than  the  whole  twen- 
ty now   do;  and  stacks  of  every  kind  may  be  thus 
rendered  infinitely  more  valtiable,  both  for  furnish- 
ing subsistence  to  man,  and  (or  fertilizing  the  earth. 
Such  are  the    eleinentary  principles    for  coming 
at  tlie  first  necessity  of  agriculture;    which,  if  too 
simple  for  a  country  wlierein  this  science  exists  in 
practical  perfection,  may  yet  be  more  suitable  for 
our    circumstances,    tlian    the    chyniical    experi- 
ments of  sir  Humph.rey  Davy   himself     The  vast 
portion  of  our  binds  deficient  in  fertility,  ought  to 
be  the  oVject  of  solicitude;  and  a  mode,  within  the 
reach  of  every  farmer,  for  removing  this  barrier  to 
his  prosperity,  and  destroyer  of  his  hopes,  is  pre- 
ferable to  a  vain   reliance  upon  gypsum,  lime  or 
rnarl,  so  generally  unattainable;  or  to   curious  en- 
quirers after   new  discoveries,  so  frequently  abor- 
tive.    From  an  experience  of  many  years,  diu'ing 
the  use  of  several  hundred  tons,  I  believe  that  even 
gypsum,  the  prince  of  miner.sl  manures,  whatever 
may  be  its   temporary  efl"-Gt,  will  have  no  lasting 
influence  in  fertilizing  a  farm,  unless  it  is  associa- 
ted with  the  four  specified  means.     Then,  indeed, 
it  becomes  an  ally,  which  will  accelerate  a  victory 
they  are  able  to  gain  in  its  absence,  but  to  which 
gypsum  is  v.'holly  incompetent  \villiout  their  assis* 
tance. 

This  plain  and  practicr.l  mode  of  coming  at  the 
cardinal  agricultural  necessity,  is  not  less  adapted 
for  feeding  the  moral  nature  of  man,  than  for  sup- 
plying his  pliysical  wants.  Hope,  however  liable  to 
be  mortified  by  disappoin'ment,  or  satiated  by  gra- 
tification, continues  to  animate  the  human  mind,  and 
will  forever  be  the  best  source  of  human  happiness. 
A  discovery,  by  which  it  might  be  constantly  en- 
livened, without  being  discouraged  by  fruitless  ef- 
forts, and  constantly  gratified,  without  being  cloy- 
ed, would  satisfy  tlie  utmost  wish  to  wiiicli  man 
can  aspire,  and  disclose  the  utmost  felicity  of  which 
he  is  capable.  Some  approach  towards  this  moral 
longitude,  is  made  by  the  farmer  who  gradually 
enriches  his  land.  Though  fruition  increases,  as 
he  proceeds,  it  generates  new  hopes,  and  kindles 
new  ardor;  nor  will  he  in  fertilizing  his  land,  dur- 
ing the  longest  life,  have  occasion,  like  a  satiated 
conqueror,  to  weep,  because  he  has  nothing  more 
to  attain. 

Tools  are  a  necessity  of  agriculture,  next  to  fer- 
tility. I  will  not  assert,  th;)tthe  difl'erence  betweea 
a  water  mill  and  a  mortar  for  reducing  corn  to 
meal,  could  be  used  as  a  just  illustration  of  the  dif- 
ference in  effect  between  an  excellent  stock  of 
agricultural  tools,  and  those  now  used  in  the  state, 
liut  as  1  admit  my  own  title  to  a  share  of  the  cen- 
sure, I  may  say,  tlii.t  our  tools  are  extremely  de- 
fective. Even  Freeborn'."  ca.->lir,'ii  ploug'is,  of  h'l^^ 
la:;gesl  s,zf  (a  recent  inventio:  )  saves  one  baif  of 
the  labor  necessary  to  "So  the  same  v/ork,  with  t(  ose 
1  u;-.  d  a  fe-v-  years  past,  wl'ich  were  at  least  equal 
t'  t  e  aver,  g.-  of  the  pti>.'shs  used  in  the  whole 
sta;e.    This  su.ciciise  saving  resuilSj  in  some  jweS" 
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sure,   from   the   superior  facility  with  which  they 
work,   but  chi'-fly  from  the  superior  effect  of  tlie 
work  itself,  wbicli   renders   the  customary  repeti- 
tions,  not  only  superfluous,  b'lt  pernirious.     Tliese 
ploughs  remov .  the  necessity   of  repeated^  expo- 
sure to  the  sun  and  laceration  of  roots,  required  by 
bad  ploupflis,  and  bestow  a  larj^er  crop  fom  dinni- 
nished  'abor.  The  loss  f-om  bad  ploughs,  and  from 
the   deficiencies    of  otiier   tools,    wt-ighs    heavily 
upon  private  industry  and  national  prosperity.     To 
excha'ng-e  this  silly  debit  for  the  gain  arising  from 
good    Qvh,  would  ananifestly  produce   both   a  pri 
vate  and  public  profit  of  double  the  loss.     My  un- 
skilfuln?ss   in   mechanicism,    and    inexperience  of 
the  great  varif  '.y  of  agricultural  tools,  compels  roe 
to  regret  an  inability  to  display  the  vast  importance 
of  this  subject.     But  I  am  so  thorougly  impressed 
with  it,  by  the  inefficacy  of  most  of  the  tools  we 
possess,  and  'he  total  absence    of  many,  undoubt- 
edly  of  great  value,  that  I  believe  a  tool  office,  for 
effecting   improvements,  unclogged  by  monopoly, 
and  collecting  foreign  models,  v/hich  might  be  used 
with  impunity,  would  be  more  useful  tiian  the  pa- 
tent office  for  new  inveulions.     A  practical  agri- 
cultural cokiiTiissioner-,  whose  duty  ii.  should  be  to 
collect  and  try  aLjricul.urul  tools  in  use  (l:rough- 
out   the   world,   applicable   to  our  circumstiinf-.es, 
at  the  public  expense,  and  to  muke  annual  *  xpe 
rimental  reports  of  their  efficacy,  might  be  a  great 
national  benefii.     Blinded,  perhaps,   by  fervor,  1 
do  not  discern,  that  even  this   suggestion  is  ex- 
travagant or  impracticable;   but  one  plainly  prac- 
ticable, and  not  less  beneficial   to  Virginia,   may, 
perhaps,  obtsin  more  approbation.    The  imparfect 
staie  of  our  tools  will  be  perceived  evei-^  where, 
by  mixing  with  tlie  class  of  farmers,  of^  inferior 
wealth,  but  of  high  national  importance,  and  much 
individual  merit.     They  have  no  m^iaus  of  travel 
ling  abroad  to  look  for  them,  and  if  they   had,   it 
would  be  better  to  fi  id    them  at  home.     Next  in 
importance   to   arms   for   defending  our    country, 
should  be  instruments  for   cultivating  it;  and  tlie 
latter  enhance  the  value  of  the  former,  in  the  de- 
gree that  tliey  re..der  the  country  more  worthy  of 
being  defended.     Next  also  to  i;nprovi;;g  the  soil, 
this  o-jeci  deserves  the   attention   of  our  society, 
and  the  fitness  of  Riclimoud  for  effecting  it,  looks 
us  full  in  the  face.     Water,  wood,  iron,  coal,  and  a 
Wid^  communication  wilii  the  slate,  decide  ii  to  be 
the  proper  place  for  the  expsriment;  and  with  ade- 
cjuatc-  fuiids,  tlie  society  might  awaken  a  degree  of 
individu  li  enterprise,  not  liable  to  the  inertness  of 
public  undertakings,  which  might  coiilribute  largely 
towirds  diminishing  a  national  ndsfbrlune;  and  be- 
come a  nest  from  whicli  would   issue  broods  for 
propagating,  tiiroughuut  the  state,  samples  which 
might  relieve  us  from   it  entirely.     As  an  humble 
illustration   of  the   importance  of  looh,  drafts  of 
three,  namely,  a  ploug^^  for  opening  a  furrow  on  a 
ridge  for  p'anting  corn  by  a  string,  a  skimmer,  and 
a  pronged  hoe,  are  iierewith  for,varded.     They  are 
very  ^i.nple  instruments,  und  yet,  by  the  first,  the 
corn  ground  receives  a  valuable  .vorking  when  it  is 
ploughed;   by   the   s  'cond,  one  third  of  the  labor 
formerly  applied  to  I's  cuUivation,   is  saved;  and 
by  the  third,  at  least  half  of  that  usually  applied  to 
Vaisingand  .scattering  manure. 

Industry  is  the  third  necessity  of  a  prosperous 
stale  of  agriculture.  The  high  authority  which 
has  declared  "that  idler.  ;ss  is  the  root  uf  evil,"  de- 
cides that  industry  is  the  root  of  good.  Yet  it  tm- 
foriunately  happens,  tliat  wealth  is  too  ofien  consi- 
dered as  dischavging  us  from  an  obligation,  a  com- 
,pliance  with  which  is  necessary,  to  render  us  h^ppy 


'ourselves  and  useful  to  Fociety.     Ti»e  mischiefs   of 
this  opii'ion  are  vastly  aggravated  by  th^  cor.side"3- 
tion,  that  wealiii  bestows  an  ability  lo  e.v.ert  indus- 
ti-y  with  disoreiion,  and  to  extend  its  benefi's  with 
most  eff-ct.    A  consciousness  of  citarlty  or  generosi- 
ty, sometimes  fon  ided  in  vanity,  and  often  prod'ir- 
tivi?  of  evil,  is  the  solace  resorted  to,  for  th'»  nes^iect  of 
*  virtue,  abvays  productive  of  good.     The  rich  who 
b''stow  money,  miy  pos-ubly  nurture  idlsiuss,  and 
nev-^r  add  to  the  general  slock  of  subsistence.     \ 
monkey,   possessed  of  a  heap  of  g'.iineas,    might 
scatter   the   shining  biuhl^s   amr>ngst    his   species; 
but  one  which  by  his  labor  should  augmfnt  their 
food,  wouH  render  them  more  essential  services-. 
Where  is  the  mighty  mfrit  sf  giving  money  whic'j 
we  never  earned;  whether  derived  from  our  ances- 
♦ors,  or  obtained  by  the  dice;  as  an  oblation  to  van-- 
ty  or  to  fortune.'     WhetI.er  it  shall  excite  the  in- 
dustry or  feed  the  dissipation  of  the  receiver,  is  a 
matter  of  indifferenc2  lo  the  givtr,  when  his  object 
is  either  to  gain   popularity  on  earth,  or  to  com- 
pound witli  heaven,  by  purchasing  for  himself  an 
impuivity  for  idleness,  with  the  donati-in  of  casualty, 
or  the  virtuous  laboj-s  of  another.     AVhatever  may 
be  the  motive  for  industry,  its  fruit  is   individual 
and  general   good.     A   msre   excliange  of  money 
from  hsnd  to  hand,   creates  nothing,  and  does  not 
augrsient  the  national  prosperity.     Gotijfort,  plenty, 
freedtm  and  virtue  all  spring  froni  mdustry.     Tiie 
surplus  of  its  labors  bestows  power,  knowledge, 
and  morals  upon   a  nation.     Its   loss   wotild  beget 
debility,  cause  the  vices  restilting  froin  want,  and 
lead  t!'  barb;trism.     The  industrious  man  alone  can 
exercise  charity  and  liberality,  from  a  principle  ra« 
uically  founded  in  virtue,  and  unalloyed  by  vanity. 
Unlike  a  broker,  between  an  ancestor  and  a  beggur, 
he  gives  a  portion  of  his  own  industry,  to  advance 
the  happiness  of  others.     Not  seduced  from  honest 
duty,  by  the  deceitful  theory — "that  idleness  com- 
pensates society  for  its  vices,  by  giving  employment 
to  industry,"  he  feels  that  his  idleness  would  pro- 
duce an  irretrievable  loss,  incapable  of  being  com- 
pensHted  by   his  extravagance,  and  sure  to  settle 
somewhere  in  the  garb  of  want  and  m.isery.     If  this 
reasoning  did  not  c»nform  to  the  general  sense  of 
maitkind,  the  action  of  the  caliph  Motassem,  who 
contributed  his  personal  labor  to  advance  the  hap- 
piness of  a  poor  man,  by  assisting  him  to  raise  his 
cart  out  of  the  mire,  would  not  have  been  comme- 
morated fjr  ages,  whilst,  all  his  donations  of  money 
have   sunk  into  oblivion.     The   temporal    puiush- 
raents  attached  to  a  defisieccy  of  indi^str^',  prove 
I  hat  its  nsture  is  not  neutral,  and  that  it  cannot 
gain   the  rev/avds   of  virtue.     No  success   in  any 
science  or  employment,  usef  jl  to  mankind,  is  expe- 
rienced witiiout  industry:  and  i:^.  that  of  agriculture, 
its  absence  more  certainly  predicts  calamity,  tlian 
in  any  ether.     However  skilful  gentlemen  f:r;ners 
may  be  in  theory,  or  however  ingenious  in  conversa- 
tion, let  them  not  begn.ile  themselves  into  ;;n  opi- 
nion,  tiiat  may  dispense  with  this  necessity  oi  agri- 
culture, and  yet  keep  their  estates.      Without  ac« 
live  efforts  to  produce  substantial  cfTects,  they  re- 
semble astronomers  who  sh  ;uid    feed  their  vanit}', 
and  waste  their  lives   iu  coitsidering  the  n.iture  of 
comets,  and  calculating  eclipses,  without  regarding 
their  sublunary  neces^sities.     If  proUictive    indus- 
try  was  more  painful  than   laborious  researches  in 
the  regions  of  theor};   if  its  solid  finits  were  too 
light  to  ])reponder.ite  against  iheimisgmary  lading 
of  tlie  opposite  scale;  yet  the  injustice  of  shrinking 
from  our  due  share  of  the  burden,  and  of  suiisis  - 
ing  by  accumulfttlng  its  weight  upon  ^he  shouKlers 
7t  oilievs,  is  still  to  he  compared  with  the  honesty 
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nf  contributing  our  active  efforts  to  tke  social  trea- 
sury, and  the  beneficence  of  lightening  the  incum- 
brances of  existence. 

\.  eleciion  between  the  arts  of  employing  or  of 
killing  time;  between  fleeing  from  the  miseries  of 
idleness  to  the  pleasures  of  industry,  or  to  an  un- 
easy restlessness  and  vicious  habits,  would  seem  to 
present  no  difficultyj  and  to  suggest  no  hesil^tioD; 
and  by  this  eh-rtion  the  fate  of  agriculiure  in  Vn- 
ginia  must  be  decided. 

The  remaining  necessity  of  agriculture,  to  be  no- 
ticed, is  the  want  of  houses  for  the  comfort  of  man, 
the  security  of  crops,  and  the  preservation  of 
beasts,  Tlie  pmcessfrom  hollow  trees  to  caverns, 
and  from  caver" s  to  cabins,  ought  to  inspire  fartker 
views,  and  to  eradicate  out  office  and  civilized 
«;ountvies,  vestiges  by  which  savages  are  designat- 
ed. Y4*t  the  habitations  of  freemen,  as  well  as  of 
Blavf-i 


cie;;f 


■,  remain  In  a  multitude  of  cases  both  insuffi- 
f^^r  rnmfort  and  for  health.     They  are  there- 


fore <f.sei'ed  witliout  regret,  and  a  pernicious  wan 
clering  h<.bit  infuses  itself  into  the  mind,  because 
nothing  worth  retaining  is  surrendered, and  no  evil, 
not  aire  dy  endured,  is  anticipated.  Whilst  men 
suffer, beasts  perish  in  multitudes  for  want  of  a  pro- 
tcctiop  rgriinst  the  severities  of  the  winter,  whioh 
their  involuntary  domestication  gives  them  a  right 
to  expect,  and  which  it  is  the  interest  of  their 
owners  fo  bestow.  But  the  loss  of  crops  is  yet  a 
greater  evil,  arising  from  this  deficiency.  In  the 
articles  (»f  small  gr-^in,  fodder,  jind  hay,  it  is  so 
enormoi;s,  tl^at  when  c'^mputed  fnmi  some  extent 
of  observation,  the  conclusion,  that  it  amounts  an- 
nually to  twenty  five  per  centum,  setms  within  the 
■  fac+.  W'len  it  fdls  upo"  individnnls  who  makp  no 
profit,  it  often  cruslies  them;  nnd  when  it  is  deduct- 
ed  from  profit,  it  impoveris'aes  those  classes  of  so- 
ciety  which  are  not  agriculturists.  This  will  be 
demonstrated  by  the  following  considerations. 

The  competency  of  agriculture,  in  this  country 
especially,  is  a  phrase  of  infinitely  greater  scope, 
than  would  be  conceived  without  an  attentive  ex- 
amination. Its  duties,  like  the  duties  of  moral 
rectitude,  spread  from  the  narrow  circle  of  provid- 
ing susten^mce  for  one  man  or  one  family,  inio  a 
'.vide  expanse,  created  by  the  obligations  arising 
from  society,  and  the  interest  interwoven  with  na- 
tional prosperity-  In  the  United  States,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  agriculture  docs  not  stop  at  food  for 
all  e.tters.  It  extends  to  the  support  of  government, 
to  the  encom-agement  of  commerce,  to  the  suste- 
nance of  tiie  learned  professions,  totlie  introduction 
cf  the' fine  «rts,  and  to  the  support  of  the  more  useful 
mechanical  employments.  Tiiis  responsibility,  the 
sponsor  for  knowledge,  for  goofi  manners,  for  liber- 
ty and  for  naiionul  power,  constitutes  a  demand 
upon  ligricuUure,  which  must  be  paid,  to  win  and 
combine  hlcf-sings,  in  which,  if  slie  is  wise,  she  will 
largely  par',  icipate.  Being  the  source  from  which 
$11  classes,  and  particularly  the  rvjmerous  family 
of  the  naii  cormumtre  fnigsa.,  must  derive  their  sub- 
si.^tence  and  prosperit)';  all  classes  have  a  deep 
interest  in  rfnder"r,g  it  more  copi'ms,  because  the 
success  of  each  must  expand  wit'i  its  growth,  and 
ontract  with  its  dtcline.  its  exuberai'.ce  cannot, 
like  an  exuberant  trer<sury,  or  a  pecuniary  specula 
tion,  be  monopolized  by  idlent-sa  or  corruption, 
but  must  be  defused  to  excite  industry  and  nourish 
virtue.  Whatever  shall  cj-ipple  its  capacity  for 
roPideting  to  society  services,  in  comparison  with 
whicli,  even  those  of  the  hfro  and  the  patriot  be- 
come diminutive,  ought  to  be  avoided  by  evei-y 
wise  politician  with  care,  and  resisted  by  all,  who 
•understand  their  own  interest,  with  firmness.   Eve- 


ry stab  given  to  agriculture  reaches  their  own  vi- 
tals;  and  every  folly  by  which  she  is  injured,  must 
be  cx]uated  by  their  own  suffering.     Where  thra 
can  be  found  a  difference  of  interest  between  agri- 
culture, and  the  other  useful  occupations  in  socie- 
ty, when  their  prosperity  must  result  from   liers^ 
and  she  can   only  reap  the  blessings  of  a  well  or- 
ganized social  state,  by  providing  for   them?     As 
agriculture  is  not  an  isolated  interest,  like  a  politicai 
project,  or  a  fraudulent   artifice,  capable  of  being 
dissevered  from  the  body  politic,  without  produc. 
ing  its  deat!;;  rendering  it  less  productive  by  mea. 
sures,  however  honest,  or  by  the  dexterities  of  ava.w 
rice  or  ambition,  however  plausible,  must  gradual- 
ly produce  the   impoverishment  they  promise   to 
prevent,  and  prevent  the  common  good  they  pro- 
raise  to  produce.    A  common  interest  ought  to  sug- 
gest the  national   policy  in  regard   to  agriculture. 
As  it  IS  worthy  of  an  universal  patronage,  on  ac- 
count of  its  universal   benefit,  every  intelligent  in- 
dividual,  however  distantly  removed  from  its  la- 
bors, may  perceive  the  strongest  motives  for  ex- 
erting his  republican   influence,   and  uniting  with 
agricultural  societies,  to  increase  a  profit,  by  which 
his  own  prosperity  roust  be  gradu.ated.     In  a  scale 
combining  agviculture  with  its    effects,  barbarism 
stands  opposite  to  its   utmost  iwcompetency;  and 
the  niost  perfect  state  of  society,  to  its  capacity 
for  disciiarging   its  various   duties:   and   between 
these  extreoiiiies  lie  the  several  correspondencies 
inseparably  linked,   compounded   of  accessions  of 
competency   and  advances   towards  social   happi- 
ness.      To   what  object,  more  glorious,  can   the 
powers  of  the   mind  and  of  the  purse  be  directed, 
than  to  one  wljich  with  oracular  certainty,  deals  out 
happiness  or  misery  in  extremes,  and  in  all  the  in- 
termediate gradations?  In  considering  the  compe- 
tency of  agriculture,we  have  seen  that  its  profit  and 
benefit  to  society,   must  begin  and  proceed   toge- 
ther;  must  exi.st  or  perish  together;  and  that  neither 
can  contract  or  expand,  without  a  strict  concomi- 
laiicy  of  fate.     Hence  results  a  demonstration,  that 
any   policy   is   erroneous   by  which   the  profit  of 
agriculture  is  diminished,   to  foster  a  personal  or 
local   interest.     As   agriculture  is   a  national  pro- 
perty, such  a  policy  is  simply  that,  of  a  farmer  who 
should  starve  some  of  his  family  for  the  sake  of 
poisoning  a  few  with  ice  cream  and  syllabub.     As 
our  country  is  one  great  farm,  and  its  inhabitants 
one  great  family,  in  which   those  who  work  the 
least  receive  the  greatest  share  of  the  profit,  those 
who  are  not  farmers  have  a  deeper  interest  for  in- 
creasing ilie  profit  of  agriculture,  than  the  farmer 
himself;    because  his  subsistence    must    precede 
theirs,  and  theirs  can  only  be  supplied  from  his 
surplus;  the  larger  this  surplus,  the  greater  will 
be  their  gain.     An  expectation  therefore  of  benefit- 
ing the  other  classes  of  si  ciety,  by  laws  tending  to 
diminish  agricultural  profit,  though  they  may  have 
a  personal  or  local  effect  upon  some  partial  selec- 
tion, nuist  be  injurious  to  the  rest  of  tlie  family.— 
Agricultural  profit,  being  the  aliment  of  the  whole 
family,  every  member  of  it  except  the  patronized, 
loses  a  portion  of  his  shave   by  it   diminution;  and 
tvc-jy  partiality  to  a  co-hier  inflicts  the  injustice,  in 
some  degree,  suffered  .by  those  beggared    to  en- 
rich one,  under  the  policy  of  pi-imogeniture. 

To  illustrate  these  opinions,  I  shall  refer  to  the 
two  cases  of  taxing  iron  and  barns.  An  enhanced 
price  01  iron,  during^embargoes  and  wars,  has  con- 
stantly snggcsted  a  degree  of  economy  in  its  use, 
from  whence  has  resulted  bad  agricultural  tools  to 
a  va.Jt  extent.  Tliis  generates  habits  of  long  dura- 
tion, and  hard  to  eradicate.    Bad  tools  impoverish 
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prdyers  of  nationalcprosperity.  A  conviction  that 
nntinnal  prosperity  and  individual  comfort,  can  on- 
ly flow  f)-om  its  competency,  would  unite  even  an  op- 
pressive gfovernmrnt  and  avariciods  confederacies, 
in  tlie  policy  of  increasinp  the  profit  of  agricul- 
ture, however  they  nnijjht  diflVr  ahout  its  distribu- 
tion: what  then  must  be  its  influence  on  a  govern- 
ment which  loves  the  people,  and  subsists  to  ad- 
vance their  happiness?  A  policy  calculated  to  di- 
minish the  profit  of  agriculture,  would  be  precisely 
equivalent  to  a  project  for  preventing  the  accumu- 
lation of  rain,  invariably  distilled  in  refreshing^ 
showers  over  the  earth.  Agriculture  without  rain, 
would  flourish  as  all  other  occupations  of  society 
would,  without  agricultural  profit.  The  staple  oc- 
cupation, upon  wliich  all  others  are  engrafted,  must 
ttmirish,  or  its  scions  will  dwindle. 


the  soil,  diminish  crops,  and  check   or  obliterate 

improved  modes  of  cultivation.  The  poorest  farms 

require  the  best  tools,  but  as  they  also  require  tlie 

ereatest  economy,  the  evil  becomes  aggravatedby 

a  necessity  for  submitting  to  it;  and  retrogradation 

ensues,  where  an  advance  in  improvement  is  most 

needed.     Whether  the  price  of  iron  is  enhanced  by 

war,    emb;*rgo<s,  or    taxation,  tlsis  eil'ect  will  be 

commensurate    with  the   extent  of  sr.cli    enliance- 

ment.     In  the  same  mode  the    taxation  of  barns 

operates.     It  prevents  to  a   great  extent  the  erec- 
tion of  houses  for  tlie  preservation  of  that  portion 

<if  the  profit  of  agriculture,  upon  which    the  pi-os- 

perity  of  the  other  classes  of  society  depends.  The 

frugality  in  iron  diminishes  crops;  the  frugality  in 

liQuses  loses  them.     Whatever  is  lost  by  bad  tools 

or  want  of  houses  comes  out  of  the  surplus  upon 

wiiicli    all  other  classes  must  subsist.     The  loss 

falls  almost  e.xclusively  upon   them,  as  the  farmer 

must  first  live  upon  what  he  can  save.    If  there  is 

good  ground  for  computing  the  loss  from  bad  tools 

and  want  of  houses  at  twenty  five  per  centum  of  the 

crop,  how  erroneous  must  be  the  aritlimetic  which 

adopts  a  loss  so  enormous  for  the  sake  of  acquir- 
ing a  pittance  so  inconsiderable,  as  that   which  is 

produced  by  taxing  iron  and  barns?  And  how  mi- 
serable the  policy  of  the  otlifr  classes  of  society, 

which  is  unable  to  discern,  that  the  endowment  of 

some  few  individuals  with  this  pittance,  inflicts  an 

enormous  loss  upon  themselves?  Other  instances  of 

this  political  arithmetic  are  omitted,   as  being  less 

evident,  thougli  founded    in  the  same  principles; 

and  because  it  is  sufficient    merely  to  suggest  the 

subject  in  »  country,  abounding  v/ith  patriots  mere 

able  to  explain  it. 

One  intention  of  this  essay,  is  to   impress   the 

error  of  beginning  at  the  wrong  end  to  improve  our 

agriculture.  It  would  be  premature  to  wander  away 

from  lis  primary  necessities  after  some  brilliant  dis- 
covery, before  vve  have  established  a  sound  founda- 
tion for  beautiful  superstructures;  and   would  be 

probably  nearly  as  useless  as  the  compass  to  the 

hull  of  a  ship  without  rigging.  Fertility,  tools,  in- 
dustry and  houses,  cited  to  illustrate  this  intention, 

are  indispensable  portions  of  the  tackle,  by  which 
agriculture  must  prepare  fur  being  steered  by  the 
rudderofchymisry,  into  the  harbor  of  opulence.— 
i  mean  not  to  decry  the  labors  of  the  learned  in 
discovernig  new  sails  for  accelerating  the  voyage, 
but  only  to  insit  upon  the  necessity  of  fiuing  the 
ship  for  withstanding  storms,  before  she  is  launch- 
ed into  an  oceaii  of  theory,  after  new  discoveries.— 
A  beautiful  feather  may  be  pleasing,  and  the  entire 
plumage  of  a  beautiful  bird  may  be  admirable;  but 
a  fine  featlier  s.uck  into  the  young  bird,  just  as  its 
down  begins  to  spring,  might  retard  its  growth  to 
maturity,  and  become  a  deterring  example. 

Among  the  necessities  of  agriculture,  tools  occu- 
py the  second  place,  and  llieir  improvement  is  re- 
com-nendeil  with  solicitude,  because  it  the  society 
should  happily  acquire  pecuniary  means  adequate 
to  the  object,  its  accomplisinnent  is  evidently  more 
attainable  tl'.an  the  accomplishment  of  many  other 
objects,  of  infinitely  less  ii.-qjortaiice.  A  large  sum 
loaned  to  a  capable  and  enterprismg  individual  for 
several  yeiU's,  without  interest,  under  conditions 
ensuring  tiie  erection  of  t!ie  works,  and  securing 
tliepay.nent  of  the  principal,  might  guai-unlee  suc- 
cess, both  by  enforceable  stipulations  and  private 
interest. 

The  universal  range  or  the  benefits  difFused  by 
ajricuUure  was  adverted  to  for  tiie  purpose  of  so- 
liciting an  effectual  patronage  for  the  efforts  of  the 
society,  by  the  el)quence  of  eeif-iaterest,  itnd  the  [  cinsists  of  four  lobes  or  dugs 


Essex  Agricultural  Society. 

Extract  from  an  address  delivered  before  the  Essex 
agricultural  society,  in  JSiay  last,  %  Timothy  Pic- 
KERi7«o,  esq. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  procuring  and  propoga- 
tion  of  improved  breeds  of  cattle,  slieep  and  swine, 
the  trustees  of  the  state  society  of  agriculture  have 
instituted   an  annual  show  of  tlicse  animals,  and 
given  premiums  for  those  deemed  the  best,  I  viev/ 
it  as  a  valuable  institution.     But,  with  great  defer.  - 
ence,  1  would  enquire,  whether  giving  rewards  for 
the  biggest  and  the  fattest  is  the  best  mode  of  ob- 
t.aining  the   most  vuhiable  breeds.     BakewcH,   tl.e 
English   celebrated   breeder   of  cattle,  sheep  and 
swine,   exerciied  his  genius    to   produce   such  as 
were  excellent   in   form,  of  snftirient   size,  wl-ich 
yielded  the  greatest  quantity  of  meat  on  the  most 
valuable  joints,  and  would  grow  and  fatten  on  the 
smallest  quantities  of  food.     Tliese  circumstances 
will,  I  conceive,  merit  the  attention  of  the  society, 
should  it  hereafter  have  means  of  bestowing  pre- 
miums of  this  sort.     In  the  f^^ttcning  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  there  is  a  point  to  be  attained  at  v/hich  tlicir 
flesh  will  be  of  the  best  quality,  and  most  valuable 
to  the  consumer.     Is  not  all  beyond  this  a  waste  of 
time  and  expense  of  their  keeping? 

Tiie  quality  of  cows  is  highly  interesting  to  the 
farmer  who  makes  butter  and  cheese.  Some  yield 
little  of  either,  al'.hoiigh  giving  much  milk.  And 
Dr.  Anderson  mentions  an  instance  of  one  cow  from 
whose  milk  no  butt.^r  cotihl  be  made.  She  was  pur- 
chased of  a  farmer  who  Itept  a  lartje  d.'iii-y,  by  a  [jer- 
son  who  had  no  other  cow,  and  thus  t!ie  discovery 
was  made — Thrown  into  the  general  mass,  her 
milk  liad  been  useless,  and  her  keeping  a  dead  loss 
to  the  f:irmer. — Hence  the  doctor  judiciously  re- 
commends the  setting,  in  a  sepai-rtte  psn,  the  milk 
of  every  cow,  to  ascertain  its  quality;  that  such  as 
give  meagre  niiik  may  be  fattened  and  .sent  to  the 
slaughter  liouse. — This  experiment  v.ill  assist  the 
farmer  in  selecting  the  cows  most  proper  to  be  the 
parents  of  his  future  stock.  Cows  which,  in  equal 
time,  make  fattei'  calves  than  others,  may  be  ])re» 
snmed  to  '^\ve  riciier  mii!:,  or  greater  f^uaFnities  of 
a  i>0(id  C|u:dity;  and  the  ci.lves  of  such  chws  may  be 
raised  v,  ilh  a  fair  prospect  of  obtaining  an  iniproved 
lireed. 

I  had  often  seen  desc-iptive  marks  for  a  pi'oorl 
COW;  some  appearing  rational,  others  fancifol.  I 
once  asked  an  observing  rciclilior,  wi:at  marks  de- 
termined his  clioice.  "I  look  (said  he)  to  the  bag — 
if  that  be  large,  and  the  teats  far  apart,  1  am  satis- 
fied."    I  was  struck  with  this  answer.     A  cow's  bag 
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If  these  are  larjje,  'lie  entire  bag  will  be  large, 
ftrul  the  teats  far  asunder.  After  the  famous  Oikes' 
cow  had  obtained  the  prefnium  .-.t  the  cattle  show 
of  1S16,  IJwent  purposely  to  see  her.  On  .-.pproach- 
jng  ncHr  enongjh,  I  looked  to  her  bag  and  teats. 
These  were  farther  asunder  than  those  of  any  cow  I 
had  ever  seen;  and  her  bag,  of  course,  was  of  an  ex- 
traordinary size.  But  her  ir.Wk  was  uncommonly 
rich.  Mr.  Oakes  told  me  the  veal  of  her  calves 
I'.ad  always  been  unusually  fat.  Mr.  Oakes  not 
being  a  f.ir.-ner,  had  not  raised  any  of  them.  Pro- 
bably the  like  disposition  to  fatten  (depending, 
doubtless,  as  well  on  the  ofl'spring  as  on  the  dams) 
has  thrown  into  the  buicher's  hands  many  fine 
calves  and  lambs  which  ought  to  have  been  saved  as 
the  surest  means  of  obtaining  the  most  valuable 
stock.  H^kewell's  wonderful  improvements  in  live 
stock  were  effected  by  his  always  selecting  and 
keeping  the  best  of  breeders. 


Hemp  and  Flax. 

Hemp  ahu  vlax. —  The  fallowing  is  an  advertise- 
ment copied  from  a  late  London  paper— "Messrs. 
Hill  und  Bindy  beg  leave  to  inform  the  public,  that 
their  patent  niadii  les  for  the  working  of  fl  ix  and 
hemp,  fit  f  )r  spinning,  are  ready  to  deliver.  Flax 
may  be  worked  by  them  immediately  afier  it  is 
ha-vested.  without  the  necessity  of  dew-rotting,  or 
water  steeping,  and  the  produce  will  be  our  ton 
of  flue  from  four  tons  of  stem.  The  machines 
will  also  work  the  dew-rotted  and  water-steeped 
fl  IX,  witli  a  great  saving  It  tlie  material,  and  atone 
S'.xth  the  expense  of  the  old  method:  they  will  pro- 
duce oire  ton  of  good  fibre  from  Jive  tons  of  stem. 

Besides  the  great  saving  in  the  material,  the  ma- 
chines will  work  the  fl  ix  in  tlie  state  it  is  harvest- 
ed, dt  5.9.  per  hundred  weiglu,  and  when  water- 
steeped  or  dcv/-rotted,  at  46.  per  hundred  weight, 
which  cost  by  the  old  method  24s.  per  hundred 
weigiit.  Tney  will  :ilso  work  l!ie  inferior  harsh  fo 
reign  fli.x  and  hemp  to  gre:it  advant!tg<M  for  when 
siftened,  and  the  fibre  is  split  and  made  fine  by 
them,  these  articles  are  increased  in  value  40  per 
cent,  '("lie  machines  are  worked  by  hand,  and  so 
simple  that  three  parts  of  the  labor  is  done  by 
chiid'^en.  They  do  not  require  any  fixing:  the 
largpst  is  only  three  feet  long,  two  wide  and  four 
in  lieight." 

FioiO  a  report  of  the  co'simittee  of  the  house  of 
commons,  wliere  these  machines  are  exhibited,  it 
:ippoars  that  the  additional  quantity  of  material 
produced  by  t!iem  f  om  the  same  quantity  of  land, 
now  in  the  cultivation  of  flax,  would  provide  em- 
ployment in  spinning  and  weaving  to  thousands. 


The  Fur  Trade. 

THOJI    THE  ST.  LOUIS    ENaUIRHR. 

The  Importince  of  this  trade  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently esiimaed  by  the  American  government. — 
The  English  have  always  seen  its  value.  They 
have  aided  their  subjects  in  carrying  it  on,  and 
have  made  it  the  means  of  individual  wealth,  and 
of  national  power.  The  North  We.st  and  Hudson 
bay  companies,  protected  by  the  Knglish  govern- 
me.1t,  iiave  c;irntd  {lov.n  the  S".  liawrencethe  furs 
of  tiie  Missoviri  and  Mississippi.  Montreal  h«s 
llounsjed  on  a  commerce  that  belongs  to  St.  Louis: 
ana  tUe  r.ritish  traders  hnve  acquired  for  their  go- 
vernn»enl  the  comm.ind  of  all  the  savages  of  the 
Nor  h  American  continent. 

The  Hudson  bay  and  North  West  companies,  for 
*  long  time  enemies  and  rivals  to  each  othei-j  are 


now  reported  to  be  united  under  the  direction  of 
the  Earl  of  Selkirk.  The  policy  and  the  enter- 
prize  of  this  chieftain  will  give  a  new  enert^y  to  the 
imited  operations  of  those  companies.  The  seat  of 
tlieir  power  is  at  the  j\mction  of  their  ^s.iiniboin 
and  Tied  river,  in  lat.  50,  and  long.  21,  from  Wash- 
ington city.  Here  the  earl  of  Selkirk  has  planted 
a  Scotch  colony,  built  a  fort,  and  estalilished  a  gar-, 
rison,  and  from  this  point  the  British  traders  extend 
tiwir  operation.s  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States;  spreading  themselves  over  the  liead  waters 
of  the  .Mi.ssi;5sippi,  the  river  St.  Petre,  and  all  that 
part  of  the  Missouri  which  lies  above  the  Jffandqn 
villages.  From  these  villages  to  the  British  estab- 
lishment on  the  ^iiswiinjn,  is  but  five  miles  travel; 
and  a  constant  comn^Uiiic;ition  is  kept  up  between 
them  as  well  by  the  JMoofse  river,  as  by  the  trading 
path  which  goes  over  land. 

The  Moose  river,  a  water  of  lake  Jlssiniboin  here 
takes  its  rise  within  one  mile  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Rising  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  lat.  44,  in  the- 
parallel  of  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  the  Missouri 
runs  to  the  north  east  for  one  Ihous.and  two  hundred 
miles,  as  if  going  to  Hudson's  bay,  when  having 
reached  the  iijterior  of  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, and  gained  a  latitude  further  north  than  the 
head  of  the  Mississippi,  then  suddenly  turns  to  the 
south,  and  discbarges  itself  into  the  gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. 

It  is  at  the  point  of  the  nothern  bend  that  the 
British  traders  enter  the  region  of  the  Missouri, 
and  cut  of  tlie  American  traders  from  tiie  com' 
merce  of  the  Indians  above.  Since  ISOT"  they  have 
maintained  this  advantage.  At  that  period  the 
American  traders  had  gone  above,  and  entered 
and  even  cross^ed  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  the 
Black  Feet  Indians  were  set  upon  them  by  the  Bri- 
tish  traders,  twenty  seven  of  their  number  killed, 
and  the  remainder  driven  home. 

It  is  also  in  the  bend  that  the  Missouri  receives 
the  Yellow  Stone;  at  the  moulli  of  v.'hich  the  Ame« 
rican  government  is  now  establishing  a  fort  and 
factory. 

The  choice  of  tl^is  position  is  excellent,  and 
the  government  have  been  equally  fortunate  in  the 
choice  ef  the  officers  who  are  to  maintain  it. 

The  rniruary  force  will  he  under  tlie  command  of 
col.  Chambers — the  Indian  department  will  be  un« 
der  the  immediate  direction  of  capt  O'Fallon. 

Besides  the  services  which  will  be  rendered  by 
these  officers,  within  the  circle  of  their  duties,  in 
counteracting  Britis.i  policy,  and  attaching  the  In- 
dians to  the  American  standard,  much  is  expected 
from  their  researches  into  the  geography  and  natu- 
ral history  of  the  coiuitvy  which  they  will  visit. 

The  first  step  towards  piotecting  the  American 
traders  in  the  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  followed  up  by  anotlier  on  the  part 
of  the  congress,  the  inorjjoratian  of  a  company  to 
curru  it  on  upon  nil  the  rjdters  of  the  J\lisdssippi,  jMis- 
souri,  and  Cojumhia  rivers.  The  citizens  of  this 
country  forw;;rded  a  petition  to  congress  to  this 
effect  about  t!iree  years  ago.  JLiva  the  congress, 
hud  time  to  read  it  i;et? 

[We  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  the  "incorpora- 
tion" part  of  the  preceding  article. — En.  iitc;.] 


Subordination  of  tlie  Military. 

FRO.n  THE    MOltILK   GAZETTE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Hiphij  to  judge  Toulmin^ 
(hitedll.  Q.  day  of  St.  Louis,  July  1,  1818. 
"Sir — I  have  received  from  the   adjutant  and  in- 
spector general  at   Washington,  a  letter  of  j'ourS, 
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on  the  subject  of  a  supposed  resistance  of  the  civil 

authority  on  tiie  part  of 

"Anxious,  as  1  ever  have  been,  that  the  army 
should  how  to  the  supremacy  of  our  civil  tribunals^ 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  enforcing  the  principles  on 
the  present  occasion. 

"The  youn;:f  officers,  possessed  of  zeal,  gallan- 
try, and  aspirini^  ambition,  too  often  commit  indis 
cretions  similar  to  tliat  complained  of  in  the  prespsit 
instance.  Accustomed  themselves  to  seethe  prin- 
ciples of  militarj'  law  operatini^  upon  those  within 
their  immediate  sphere  of  action,  they  m;'.ke  an 
easy  and  improper  transition  in  their  application  to 
the  person  and  property  of  tlie  cilii^en.  They  do 
not  reflect,  that  rules  of  conduct  necessary  to  in)- 
part  to  any  arm.y  lis  impulse,  its  discipline,  and  iis 
subordination,  become  acts  of  lyranny  when  ajiphed 
to  those  who  are  not  within  the  defined  limits  of 
military  authority.  Indeed  they  do  not  seera  to  be 
aware,  so  fully  as  they  ou^ht,  that  a  vital  principle 
of  our  free  institutions  is,  to  place  the  civil  superi- 
or to  the  military  authority;  and  that,  were  this 
principle  to  be  exploded,  our  social  institution, 
which  they  as  well  as  all  good  citizens  hail  with  so 
much  veneration,  would  deijenerate  into  a  military 
despotism,  enforcing  its  edicts  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

"Although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  you,  yet  as  an  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  republic,  and  feeling  deeply  interested 
in  her  fortunes,  I  must  present  to  you  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  prompt  and  efficacious  manner 
in  which  you  have  supported,  in  this  instance,  the 
prerogatives  of  the  civil  authority;  and  to  assure 
you  that  in  all  cases  within  my  command,  I  shall 
Inculcate  and  enforce  a  respect  for  them  on  the  part 
of  the  army. 

"I  shall  await  your  instructions  as  it  respects  the 
]5eriod  when shall  be  surrendered  to  the  com- 
petent authority.  He,  I  believe,  is  at  this  moment 
in  the  Alabama  territory,  and  of  course  it  will  re- 
ciuire  some  time  to  accomplish  it.     And  I  have  only 

to  remark,  tliat  as is  a  valuable  (though  in  this 

instance  an  indiscreet)  )'oung officer,  and  as  the  mi- 
iilaiy  arm  will  be  put  forth  with  vigor,  within  my 
command,  to  prevent  there-occurrence  of  .similar 
outrages,  I  do  rsost  sincerely  hope,  he  will  be  pur- 
sued no  farther  than  is  necessary  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  the  majesty  of  the  laws. 

"With  high  personal  respect,  1  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.  W.  RIPLiliY,  ipajor  general, 
Commanding  Slh  department." 

Hio  tie  la  Plata. 

The  vice  royalty  of  the  Rio  de  la  Platn  extends 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  Brazils  to  the  river  of  the 
Amu.zons  on  the  noitli,  it  is  bounded  on  the  side  '.<f 
Lima  by  the  provinces  of  Canabiya,  Cuzco,  Chi'^ui- 
to,  tiie  river  Besguadero,  and  the  province  of  Arica; 
it  extends  oa  tlie  south  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in- 
cluding the  district  of  Atacama;  it  is  separated 
from  Ciiiil  by  the  desart  of  Atacama  and  tiie  Cordil- 
lera de  k)s  Andes:  this  line  runs  to  the  Straits  cf 
Magellan.     It  is  divided  into  eight  intendencits. 

1.  Jhieno3  .iires.  The  inteiidency  of  Buenos 
Ayres  includes  Sante  Fe,  a  town  situated  between 
llio  Salado  and  the  Parana,  in  31  deg.  40  min.  south 
latitude.     Corrientes,  situated  on  the  east  side  of 


I 


the    Parana, 

27  deg.   23 

situaied  on  the  nortii  east  sliore  of  the  Rio  de  laj 

'i'h'-4,  in  34  deg.  54  niin:  48  sec.  sxsuth  iat.  and  55 1 


near  its  junction  with  the  Par:;g>iH}', 
min.    south    latitude.      Monte    Video, 

de 


deg.  9  min.  15  sec.  long,  west  of  Greenwich.  Mal- 
donada,  situated  on  the  same  shore  near  the  mouth 
of  La  Plata  in  34  deg.  55  nun.  15  sec.  south  Iat. 
and  54  deg.  45  min  5  sec.  long,  west  of  tireenwick. 
The  thirty  towns  of  the  Guaranis  missions  on  the 
Uruguay,  formerly  belonged  to  the  Jesuits,  and  the 
territory  of  Rio  Negro  in  Patagonia.  Buenos  Ay- 
res  is  the  capital,  and  the  former  residence  of  the 
viceroys.  It  is  the  see  of  a  bishop  whose  jurisdic- 
tion includes  34  curacies.  The  principal  articles  of 
export  are  tallow  and  hides. 

'J.  Puruqiiay.  The  intendency  of  Par.iguay  ex- 
tends on  the  north  to  the  mouth  of  the  .Juura,  in 
16  deg.  34  min.  22  sec.  south  latitude,  on  the  soutli 
to  the  river  Parana  from  its  confluence  with  Para- 
guay to  the  river  Guazapiraus.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  frontiers  of  the  Brazils,  and  the  ridge 
between  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay,  the  mis- 
sionary towns  on  the  Parana,  belonging  to  Parnguay. 
The  capital  Assumption,  is  situated  in  25  deg.  id 
min.  48  sec.  south  Iat.  this  intendency  includes  the 
districts,  of  Cordelaria,  Sintiago,  Villa  Rica,  Curu- 
guuly  and  Villa  Real.  Paraguay  is  the  see  of  a 
bishop  whose  jurisdiction  includes  twelve  vicarages. 
This  province  produ'-.-s  sugar,  cotton,  tobacco,  ami 
tlie  herb  called  matti.  The  two  latter  constitute 
the  chief  e.\poris. 

3.  Cordova.  The  intendency  of  Cordova  extends 
on  the  west  to  the  Cordillera  de  los  Andes;  on  the 
north  to  the  district  of  Tucuman;  on  the  south  to 
^he  intendency  of  Buenos  Ayres;  and  on  the  east  to 
Paraguay.  Cor.lova  the  capital,  is  situated  in  31 
deg.  15  min.  south  latitude.  This  hitendency  in- 
cludes the  districts  of  Mendozi,  (the  town  of  Men- 
doza  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Cordillera,  lies  in  38 
deg.  31.  mm.  17  sec.  south  Iat.)  Si.  Juan,  San  Luis 
and  Rioga. .  The  principal  produce  and  export  is 
grain  and  fruits. 

4.  Sdita.  The  intendency  of  Salta  extends  on 
the  north  to  the  district  of  Tarija  in  Potosi;  on 
the  south  to  Cordova,  on  the  west  to  the  Cordil- 
lera,  and  on. tlie  east  to  Great  Chaco.  It  includes 
the  districts  of  Tucuman,  (the  principal  town,  San 
.Miguel  del  Tucuman,  is  situated  in  27  deg.  10  min. 
south  la»^itude,)  Santiago  del  Estero,  CJtarmaria, 
Jujuy,  Nueva,  Oran  and  Puna.  It  is  the  see  of  a 
bishop,  whose  jurisdiction  includes  eight  vicarages. 
The  principal  commerce  is  in  cattle  and  mules. 

5.  Pntosi.  The  intendency  of  Potosi  extends  on 
the  north  to  the  districts  of  Ya;.iparaes,  and  Tomi- 
nianCharcas;  on  the  south  to  the  district  of  Jujuy 
in  Saltii;  on  the  west  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  on 
tUe  e.'iat  to  Cocliabamba.  The  capital,  Potosi, 
is  situdtfd  111  19  dpg.  30  min.  south  ha.  It  includes 
the  districts  of  Porco,  Chayanta,  Cliicas,  Tarija, 
Lipes  and  Atacama;  which  last  is  separated  by  the 
river  Loa,  from  tiie  province  of  Arica  to  the  north, 
aid  by  the  desert  Atacama  from  tiie  kingdom 
of  Ciiili  on  the  south.  Tl.ey  export  Vicunia  Alpaco 
and  Fuanaco  wool,  but  the  principal  export  consists 
of  the  produce  of  die  mine  of  Potosi. 

6.  Churcas.  The  intendency  or  presidency  of 
Charcas,  (so  called  bec.<use  it  is  the  seat  of  a  royal 
audencia  or  supreme  court)  extends  »n  the  north 
of  Lh  Paz;  on  tlie  soutli  to  Potosi;  on  the  west  to 
the  De  Sagundere,  and  on  the  east  to  the  intenden- 
cy of  Cochabamba.  Ciiuquisac.i  o;-  Plata,  tiie  capi- 
tal, is  situ;«ted„in  19  Oietr.  25  min.  south  latitude. 
This  intendency  includes  the  districts  of  Yampa- 
raes.  Tomin:i,  'Pc;layo  and  Ururo.  Charcas  is  an 
archbishopric,  the  jurisdiction  oft'iis  rsetrop olitau 
cimrcli,  includes  14  vicarages.  I.,  a'jounds  with 
sal'.,  sulphur,  .ind  niire. 

7.  'Lit  Pa::.     The  ialciidencv  of  \\:t  Paz  eJLtends 
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on  the  north  to  the  provinces  of  Carabaya  and  Cus- 
CO;  on  the  south  to  Cliarcas;  on  the  west  to  the 
provinces  of  Chucuyo  and  Arica;  on  the  east  to 
the  government  of  Moxos  and  the  intendency  of 
Cochiiban^ba:  The  capi'al,  La  P^tz,  is  situated  in 
16  deg'.  50  min.  south  latitude.  The  inteidency 
indudes  the  districts  of  Sicasicii,  Porajes,  Omasyo, 
to  which  19  annexed  the  island  of  Titicaca  and  the 
lake  Chucuyto,  Laricaj;i,  bounded  towards  the 
north  by  the  provinces  ot  Pancoralla,  Asongara  and 
C.tca  Kayo,  GJiubunaiii  and  the  Apolobamba.  La 
Paz  is  the  see  of  a  bishopi-ic,  whose  jurisdiction 
includes  13  vicarages.  The  chief  produce  is  Quin- 
quina and  Caco,  an  herb  in  g-reat  use  among'  the 
Creoles  and  Indians,  who  chew  it. 

8.  Cochahumba.  The  inlendency  of  Cochabamba 
js  bounded  on  tlie  north  by  the  government  of 
Moxos;  on  the  south  by  the  intendencies  of  La  Pla- 
ta and  Potosi;  on  the  west  by  Cliarcas  and  Li  Paz; 
on  (l)e  east  by  the  river  Parapeie,  wliicli  separates 
it  from  the  g-overnmentof  Chuquilos.  The  capital 
Orepesa  is  situated  in  \7  deg.  2-  min.  south  lat. 
This  intendency  includes  the  districts  of  Santa 
Cniz  de  la  Sierra,  V^^lle  Grande,  Mixque;  Elesa, 
Arque,  Taracapri,  Saypuri,  and  Sahara.  Santa  Cruz 
de  ia  Sierra,  is  the  see  of  a  bishopric,  wliose  juris- 
diction includes  four  curacies  and  three  vicarages. 
It  is  the  most  fertile  province  of  the  vice  royally, 
and  is  called  t!ie  granaiy  of  Peru. 

1.  C/tigviios,  Military  Government.  Thfi  military 
government  of  Chiquitos  extends  on  the  north  to 
tlie  mountains  of  Tapacures,  which  divide  it  from 
iNIoxos,  on  the  south  to  tlie  mountains  of  Zamucaz; 
on  the  west  to  the  district  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sier- 
ra; and  on  the  east  to  the  lake  Xarayes;  there  are 
some  missionary  settlements  in  it. 

2.  Moxos,  Military  Governwenl.  The  military 
government  of  Moxos  is  very  exteasive,  and  is  se- 
parated from  tlie  province  of  Cochabamba  by  the 
Cordillera;  on  the  south  it  is  bounded  by  Chiquiios; 
and  on  the  east  it  extends  to  the  frontier  of  the 
Brazils.  It  is  divided  into  three  districts,  Moxos, 
liaures  and  Pampas;  there  are  some  missionary 
settlements.  Tlie  country  between  Moxos  and  the 
Maranon  is  inhabited  by  various  tribes  of  unsub- 
dued liidians.  The  boundary  on  the  north  is  bet- 
ter  defined  by  the  river  Sarpiaute  or  Anaramaqu. 
The  only  settlements  in  Patagonia  are  on  the  river 
Negro,  at  some  distance  fmm  the  coast.  The  ex- 
tensive salt  lakes  in  Patagonia  supply  Buenos  Ayres 
with  that  necessary  article. 

The  only  documents  that  exist  respecting  the 
population,  are  the  enumerations  taken  in  the  difi'er- 
ent  districts  of  the  male  Indians,  from  10  to  50 
years,  in  order  to  ascertain  and  collect  the  tributes; 
even  these  are  very  incorrect  from  numerous  causes 
of  concealment.  Tlie  whole  population  may  be 
estimated  at  three  millions.       [Fninklin  Gazette. 


Heights  of  Mountains. 

lETTEn  TO  THE  r;T)iTOB.  UF  THE  AUnOBA. 

_  •'jVoi-wicfi,  f  Vermont  J  Sept.  29//7,  1818 
"Having  recently  completed  a  pedestrian  lour  of 
two  hundred  miles,   f)r  the  purpose   of  obtaining 
from    barometrical   and    therinometrlcal    observa 
lions,  the  altitudes  of  some  of  the  most   elevate.' 
peaks  of  the  Green  Mountain    r.uige,  I  take  the  li- 
berty to  present  3'ou  with  the  results,  for  publica 
tion  in  the  A'lrora,  sl)Ould  you  think  proper  to  in- 
sertthem.      I'hey  are  as  follov/s— viz:  Feet. 

Altitude  of  the  north  peak  of  M.m.sfield  moun 
tain,  (commonly  called    tlm  Chin)  above  the 
suriace  of  Onion  river,  at  ^Vatc^b^.lry  briuge  4093 


-Mtitude  of  ilie  same,  above  the   site  of  the 

state  house  at  Montpelier      -         -         -      4051 
Altitude  of  the  same  above  tide  water    -        4279 
Altitude  of  tiie   south  peak  of  the  same  (cal- 
led  the  Nose)  above  Onion  river,  at  Water- 
bury  bridge oTdf 

Altitude  of  ttie  same,  above   the  site  of  the 

state  house  at  Montpelier  ...  375S 
Altitude  of  the  same  above  tide  water  -  3783 
Altitude  of  the  Camel's  lluntip,  above  Onion  ri- 

ver,  at  Waterbury  bridge  -  -  -  4002 
Altitude  of  the  same  above  the  site  of  the  state 

liouse  at  Montpelier  ....  3960 
Altitude  of  the  same  above  tide  water  •  4188 
Altitude  of  judge  Paine's  seat,  on  the  height 
of  land  m  Williamstown,  above  the  site  of 
liie  state  house  at  Montpelier  •  -  2157 
Altitude  of  the  same  above  tide  water  -  2383 
Altitude  of  Kellington  peak,  calculated  by  me 

in  October,  1811,  above  tide  water  -  3924 
Altitude  of  Ascertney  mountain,  calculated  by 

nie,  in  August,  1817,  above  tide  water  3306 

Altitude  of  the  same  above  Connecticut  river 
at  AVindsor  bridge  ....       3110 

The  foregoing  will,  T  believe,  afford  a  pretty 
correct  view  of  the  altitudes  of  »he  most  elevated 
summits  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  To  these,  I  shall 
tike  the  liberty  to  add  several  others,  which  I  cal- 
culated at  difiVrent  periods;  the  whole  will,  I  be- 
lieve,  afford  a  pretty  correct  view  of  tl\e  highest 
mountains  in  the  northern  section  of  our  country — 
they  are  as  follows:  Feet. 

Altitude  of  Mount  Washington,   the    highest 
peak  of  the  White  Mountains,  in  the  state 
of  New  Hampshire,  above  tide  water,  as  cal- 
culated in  1811  66S4. 
Altitude  of  the  south  peak  of  Moose  Hillock, 
in  the  same  state,  above  tide  water,  as  calcu- 
lated in  August,  1817  -        -         -         -        4535 
Altitude  of  the  north  peak  of  the  same  (by  es- 
timation) above  tide  v/ater      .        -        -      463S' 
Altitude  of  the  south  peak  of  tlie  same,  above 
the  surface  of  Connecticut  river,  at  Oxford 

bridge 4275 

Altitude  of  the  Round-top,  s.aid  to  be  the  high- 
est of  the  Catskill  range,  in  the  state  of 
New  York,   above  tide  water,  as  calculated 

in  October,  1810. 3804 

Altitude  of  the  high  peak,  in  the  same  range  370S 
Ti;e  foregoing  .altitudes  of  Ascertney  Mountaia 
and  Moose  Hillock,  above  the  surface  of  Connecti- 
cut river,  at  Windsor  snd  Orford  bridges,  are  the 
correct  ones.  I  mention  this  particularly,  because 
I  believe  there  has  been  a  mistake  in  a  former  pub- 
lication en  that  subject. 

I  am  very    respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, A.  PAUTKIDGE. 
MOUNTAINS  ON  THE  HUDSON. 
The  following  statement  of  the  heights  of  motin- 
tains  on  the  Hudson  river,  were  calcMlated  by  capt* 
Partridge,  and  are  deemed  correct. 

Kir.HLANDS. 

Feet.  Feet. 

Anthony's  Nose,  935  Sugar  Loaf;  S6ff 

Bare  Mount.  1358  Bull  Hdl,  1484 

Crow's  Nest,  1418  Rreak  Neck,  IIS? 

»u. ter  Hill,  1529  Old  Beacon,  1471 

New  litacon,  1585  West  Point  Plain,     186 

Fort  Puiiiam,  598 

CATSKILL  MOUNTAINS. 

Round  Top  3105     High  Peak,  3019 

BELOW  NEW  YOHK. 

Neversink  Ucigliis,     283     Staten Island,  307 

Hempstead  Harbor  Hill,  -  .  .  gW 
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a;ssjc&^dria 


"LeTTEHS    FllOM    SoUTH-AlMEHfCA." Wt:    fajVC    11- 

beny  to  say  that  the  interpstinjr  Hrticie  under  this 
head,  is  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Brnckairidge — wliich, 
we  are  sure,  will  give  it  an  additional  claim  to  the 
public  atten'.ion. 


The  American  Aborigines. 

This  people  is  r-ij'idly  passni.t;  :iwsy.  Treaty 
after  treaty  and  cession  after  cest^ion,  ciirti^ls  the 
extent  of  their  doinain.  The  wild  animals  of  the  fo- 
rest, on  which  they  mainly  depended  for  food,  retire 
from  the  sound  of  the  axe,  or  become  scarce  from 
the  multiplication  of  their  hunters.  Subsistence  is 
dwily  rendei-ed  more  and  more  difficult  to  ob+ain — 
they  are  often  lialf  famished,  and  many  die  with 
Jiun(ifer — and  luhiskey  and  war  crowns  the  catalogue 
of  tiieir  miseries. 

What  can  be  done  for  the  relief  and  preservation 
cf  our  aborifjinesr  Is  it  possible  to  impress  upon 
their  understanding  the  advantages,  nay  the  neces 
51^^,  of  becoming  settled  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and 
of  arqiiiringsome  of  the  o'her  useful  arts  of  civiliz- 
ed life?— or,  can  they  be  protected  in  their  hunter 
state,  as  a  white  population  advances  to  claim  a 
possession  of  lands  necHlful  to  its  support,  or 
gratifying  to  its  love  of  property.?  These  iire  ques- 
.tioni  of  deep  interest  to  the  feeling  mind;  and  he 
th;tt  shall  devise  an  efficient  plan  to  ameliorate  the 
toiv'ition  of  our  Indians,  or  to  secure  to  them 
fucii  mode  of  life  as  pleasts  *hem  best,  (wliich  they 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  enjoy)  will  deserve  the 
gratitude  of  every  humane  man.  "It  will  not  tell 
well  in  history"  that  notliing  was  attempted,  with 
a  strong  arm,  to  save  them: — our  official  records 
will  chiedy  contain  a  succession  of  abridgements  of 
their  sovereignly— a  constant  and  accumulating 
desire  to  drive  them  from  their  lands — more  rapid- 
ly in  many  cases,  than  circumstances  required. — 
That  they  are  destined  to  disappear  from  vast 
tracts  of  rich  country  which  they  yet  inhabit,  seems 
manifest;  and  the  shores  of  the  Co/HmW«,in  avery  few 
jears,  may  be  as  little  frequented  by  them  as  those 
of  the  J-'otomac — but  it  is  desirable  that  their  de- 
scent to  exterminntion  should  be  easy — that  they 
should  have  every  comfort  which  their  condition  is 
susceptible  of,— and  that  a  remnant  should  be  sav- 
ed at  long  as  possible  to  stand  as  a  monument  ox 
tiie  national  iiumanity. 

Surrounded  by  the  whites,  as  in  their  reserva- 
tions  in  tlie  state  of  New  York  for  example,  we 
observe  that  their  character  suffers  a  daily  depreci- 
ation, as  well  as  that  their  luimbcrs  ;u-e  rapidly  re 
<luced.  They  are  lazy  and  improvident,  and  very 
generally  stragglers  through  the  country— dispos 
ed  to  live  by  any  other  meius  than  by  labor;  fond  of 
Strong  drink  io  a  dreadful  exce.=s— freely  parting 
vv/th  every  thing  they  possess  or  can  obtain,  to  get 
it;  and  miserabl)  perishing  on  the  high  wa)  s  in  beas- 
tly drunkenness.  I3y  mixing  with  us.'lhcy  iu.tibe  all 
our  vices,  without  emulating  our  virtues— and  our 
intercourse  with  them  is  decisively  <lisadvaiii,H- 
geous  to  them.  Their  decrease  in  New  York  is  at 
the  rale  of  perhaps,  five  per  cent,  per  f  )H,i-n!,  and 
Jnighty  naiions  that  recently— iifiy  years  ago,  co- 
Vfi-td  the  fertile  west  of  that  state,  hi.ve  dwhidied 
aown  into  a  few  besotted  liibes,  sunk  Vu  depravii V 

\'»i.y.Y.^ — IE.  ■ 


— a  mere  link  in  the  chain  that  unites  rrtru  to  beast, 
a  remove  only  superior  to  the  Ourang  Outang,  of 
wild  man  of  th»  Woodh!  Yet  many  efforts  have  been 
honestly  m-Ji(ie  to  reform,  protect  and  preserve  them 
— by  the  general  government,  by  that  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  private  associations — especially 
Uiai  of  the  Friends  or  Quakers,  without  mvch, 
if  any,  permanent  good.  They  have  yet  more  good 
land  than  tluy  could  use  as  cuUivators  of  the  soil, 
or  as  herdsmen,  and  Iwve  been  powerfully  plead 
with  to  become  so;  instruments  r.fagrioiiiture  and. 
domestic  animals,  have  been  freely  given  to  them, 
and  persons  have  piously  volunteered  their  service;} 
to  teach  them  how  to  manage  their  farms.  Schools, 
mills  and  churches  have  bten  built  for  them,  and 
numerous  attempts  made  to,  turn  some  cf  them 
into  schoolmasters,  millers  and  teachers  of  righ- 
teousness. It  may  be  said  that  these  generous  de- 
signs have  faded;  :ind  that  the  Indians,  instead  of 
advancing  in  happiness,  are  daily  becoininj^  more 
and  more  wretched.  They  are  exceedingly  jealous 
of  any  good  tendered  to  them  by  white  men — they 
seem  to  believe  as  if  it  were  a  first  principle  in  us 
to  cheat  them;*  that  whatsoever  we  offer  to  do  for 
them  has  for  its  single  purpose  to  disposses  them 
of  their  lands  and  drive  them  from  the  bones  of 
their  ancestors.  And,  as  the  specula'iotis  of  some 
might  be  defeated  by  their  advancement  in  the 
arts,  infamous  individuals  have  not  been  wanting 
to  invigorate  their  suspicions,  and  craftily  sink 
them  deeper  and  deeper  in  degeneracy,  the  sooner 
to  realize  a  hoped  for  profit  in  their  extermination. 
It  is  in  vain  that  some  sober  and  considerate  men 
among  them — persons  whose  discretion,  prudence 
and  wisdom  would  do  honor  to  the  proudest  nations 
in  the  world,  have  warned  them  ani  still  warn 
them,  of  the  eflects  of  their  conduct.  Like  the 
poor  squaw,  about  to  be  precipitated  in  her  canoe 
down  the  cataract  of  Niagara,  who  was  last  seea 
with  a  bottle  of  rum  at  her  mouth,  they  will  drink 
of  the  destructive  liquor  though  absolutely  certain 
that  death  is  about  to  overtake  them.  An  Indian 
being  told  that  be  ought  to  love  bis  enemies,  re- 
plied that  he  did— for  the  greatest  enemies  that  l^e 
ever  had  had  v.ere  v.hiskey  and  cider,  yet  he  loved 
them  dearly!  Their  drutken  habits  are  also  en- 
couraged by  the  spirit  of  trade,  which  we  liave 
heretofore  said,  would  enter  into  contract  with 
Satan  to  sup[dy  bis  tlon.inions  with  fuel — there  are 
people  who  W// furnish  them  with  rum,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  coi,seq\)ences  of  it.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears that  all  the  tiibes  in  New  York,  except  the 
Onondag.is,  the  most  savage  of  an}  of  them,  are  in 
a  state  of  depravity  feaiUil  to  think  of— and  the 
Onond-igas,  as  they  reLx  from  their  ancient  habits 
and  communicate  with  the  whiles,  will  become 
so — and  tliat  the  plan  of  reserving  ceiiain  lajids 
for  their  use,  if  suir*junded  by  a  white  population^ 
must  fail  of  producnig  any  solid  benefit  to  them. 
The  more  extensive  sciieme  for   securing  to  the 

"*Tiie  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  commarded 
to  abstain  from  all  cheaui>g,  and  are  tnjoined  to 
preserve  the  strictest  iiuegiity  and  honesty  in  all 
their  dealings;  Exci;pr  with  the  i.muaws."  Extract 
from  the  code  '.flirtva  enacted  by  the  ^Ytw  Ifiiven,f  Con-, 
neciientj  coiot.i,',  toinmiinly  called  the  "Mine  i,u-.ti.'* 


laC    NILES'  REGISTER -NOVEMBER  14,  1818— AMERICAN  ABOjRIGlNES. 


southern  Indians  a  happy  asylwm  in  tlieir  own  land, 

wliich  v,'3.s  honestly  and  zealously  palronized  by 
every  administpation  of  the  United  Stales,  and  un- 
der that  of  Ml-  Jeffiei'son  pursued  witli  enthusiasm, 
bas  perhaps,  done  some  Jjood,  though  it  nn^nly 
failed  in  regard  to  the  Creeks,  the  chief  objects 
cf  the  experiment,  as  being  the  most  numerous, 
powerful  and  accessible  of  all  the  tribes.  In  ad- 
diiioa  to  what  has  been  publicly  made  known, 
the  writer  of  this  has  many  private  reasons  to 
believe,  that  the  a'^ents  of  the  United  States  es- 
t;»bhs!ied  among  tlie  southern  Indians,  were  gcne- 
r,(Uy  gentlemen  ofa  nice  sense  of  honor,  who  did 
jUI  t!iat  tliey  could,  and  labored  indefatigably,  to 
KCcornplLsh  tlie  views  of  the  government,  in  the 
■jii-otection  designed  to  be  afforded  to  them.  Every 
tiling  vas  done,  that  could  be  done,  to  prepare 
tlie:ri  for  the  coming  state  of  things,  by  impressing 
upon  their  minds  some  of  th«  great  moral  duties 
v.'hif:h  belpng  to  men  in  a  state  of  society,  and  in 
leaching  them  the  sgricult\iral  and  domestic  arts 
— H'>d  they  were  as  well  defended  against  the  in- 
roa-is  and  injuries  of  individuals  as  could  have 
been  expected.  Large  sums  of  money  were  dis- 
btu'sed  to  supply  them  with  instruments  of  husband- 
ry and  for  liousehold  manufactures — schools  were 
establislted  and  liberally  supported,  and  they  wei-e 
entreated  a  .xl  kindly  constrained  to  receive  instruc- 
tion. The  nt.cessity  of  partially  retiring  from  the 
hvniter's  life  was  demonstrated  to  them  by  a  man 
who  deserved  to  be  called  their  ''father,"  th.e  late 
Col.  J'criukhis,  who,  at  all  times  advocated  tiieir 
good  with  an  apostolic  zeal.  Great  progress  seem- 
ed to  have  been  made — the  philanthropist  was  de- 
I'ghied  with  the  pro«pecl  of  their  settling  into  a 
stale  of  steady  improvement;  we  had  pleasing  ac- 
counts of  their  fields  of  corn,  their  herds  of  cattle, 
and  tlieir  comfortable  clothing  prepared  by  their 
own  spinning  wheels  and  looms.  But  the  tempter 
came — the  ruthless  ybjrifjier  spread  his  deleterious 
influence  amongst  them;  their  works  of  peace  were 
represented  as  being  beneath  the  dignity  of  their 
race,  as  the  "business  of  women" — their  excessive 
pi  ide  was  alarmed,  and  all  their  evil  propensities 
roused:  the  tomahawk  was  presented,— the  war 
whoop  r.Tised,  and  the  terrible  massacre  at  Fort 
Mims  look  place — a  majority  of  the  actors  in  wiiich 
had  partaken  of  our  bounty,  and  spoke  the  English 
language!  How  much  has  Great  Eriuin  to  answer 
for,  for  the  waste  and  ruin  of  this  people — for  thus 
disappointing  tlie  hope  of  humanity,  for  causing 
par'.ial  cxu risiination  to  become  un  act  of  necessity, 
^;f  not  even  of  mtrfj,  in  the  greatscale  of  tilings'  The 
bt.som  of  deslrucliou  has  passed  over  them — for 
they  murdered  alike  the  soldier  in  his  sleep  and 
the  \\.\\i\\\  in  its  c-adle,  addinj,^  to  their  native  fero- 
citv  ail  the  horrors  of  a  i-eligiuus  superstition.  A 
rftiuiiant  remains  to  monn.  the  folly  of  their  nation, 
and  curse  the  delusions  that  swept  away -heir  kins 
jnen — ^nd  some  appear  thoroughly  coiivinced  that 
tlieiv  existence  depends  (as  it  surely  does)  upon 
Iheir  avr'ici.!)le  reiatioas  with  us.  No  one  wislies 
those  relations  to  be  violated — all  of  us  are  zealous 
thai,  tkey  n-iay  be  maintained  in  good  failii  and 
honest  reciprocity — and  a  hope  is  entertained,  that 
step  by  s'ep  ihcy  may  advance  in  improvement, 
and  fniall}  to  be  merged  into  the  great  family  of  the 
republic  as  a  part  of  its  citizens — an  event  that 
our  lit  to  be  looked  to  as  probable  and  be  provided 

fo»" 

TheChociaws  andsorae  other  southern  tribes, 
not  so  accessible  to  "Die  enemy,"  have  maintaiiied 
tianqniii'y  and  profitted  by  it.  We  are  told  that 
ruajiy  of  tii«m  may  be  considered  respectable  far- 


mers and  extensive  herdsmen,  having  settled  homes 
and  enjoying  some  of  the  most  substantial  blessings 
of  civilized  life,  without  participating  largely  in  its 
vices.  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
intrusion  of  unprincipled  traders  amongst  them; 
and  their  own  Mholesome  regut.itions  on  this  very 
important  subject,  are  ably  supported  by  the  an- 
thorities  of  the  United  Slates— hence  it  is,  that 
having  acquired  tolerably  just  ide?is  of  the  nature 
of  property  and  value  of'nioney,  they  may  be  sail 
to  live  comfortably,  when  their  situation  is  compar- 
ed wit!)  thnt  of  other  tribes.  We  hope  t!;eir  ad- 
vancement  may  keep  pace  with  the  approaches  of 
a  wliite  population,  so  that  they  may  resist  the 
temptations  of  wicked  men,  and'conlinue  in  their 
good  resolutions.  A  *?/(We«  change  of  their  man- 
ners and  custom'--,  is  by  no  means  desirable— and 
much  less  sliould  tiiey  be  distracted  by  reUqinv.s 
sectaries.  The  work  should  be  gradual,  that  it  mi:y 
beiucces-jtul:  a  wild  enthusiasm  or  misguided  fi- 
li.ilicism  would  be  more  fat.-^,l  to  them,  here  and 
hereafter,  than  a  most  stupid  insensibility  to  the 
disputed  points  of  Christians.  From  plouglimen 
they  will  become  moralists— and  from  moralists 
the  transit  will  be  easy  to  the  sublime  tenets  of 
religion.  The  CVicro^-^es  have  partially  emigrated 
beyond  the  Mississippi— this  tribe  divided  on  the 
g:reat  question  between  the  farmer's  and  hunter's 
life;  the  former  party  remains  fixed  to  its  purpose; 
the  latter  has  sought  room  fur  the  chase  on  the 
west  side  of  the  "father  of  waters,"  and  been  11- 
berally  sui)plied  with  such  articles  as  their  new  si- 
tuation  rendered  necessary  to  them.* 

Of  the  northern  Indians — those  inhabiting  the 
vast  regions  that  surround  the  great  lakes  and  are 
watered  by  the  Mississippi  and^lissouri  and  their 
extensive  tributary  streams, — we  must  expect  a 
rapid  diminution.  The  late  war  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain  Ihmned  them  exceed- 
ingly— for  tliey  were  nearly  all  engaged  in  it,  and 
suffered  much,  being  abandoned  when  their  servi- 
ces  were  no  longer  wanted  by  those  who  put  the 
sculping  knife  in  their  hands!— Those  Indians  ap- 
pear  to  be  less  tractable  by  nature  and  more  sa- 
vage  in  their  habits,  than  the  southern  tribes. 
Perhaps,  their  restless  disposition  and  love  of  war 
may  be  partially  traced  to  the  long  conflicting  inte- 
rests of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the  acts  and 
inu-igues  of  the  former  against  the  United  States, 
at  later  periods— but  it  seems,  if  any  fighting  is  to 
be  done,  tliat  they  must  have  a  part  in  it.  This  is 
not  perhaps,  so  much  the  effect  of  f;crsonal  cou- 
rage  as  from  a  restlessness  of  disposition,  and  ha- 
Ire.]  of  any  regular  disposition  ofthings:and  besides, 
war  forms  a  part  of  the  national  business  and  has 
become  a  7iai2o?jaZ  passion.  Several  gentlemen  who 
had  good  opportunities  of  judging  on  the  subject, 
have  assured  us,  that  a  very  large  part  of  the  N. 
VV.  Indians  who  acted  against  the  United  States,  iii 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  would  have  acted 
with  us,  had  they  been  encouraged  to  do  so  in  the 
early  part  of  tlie  contest;  and  have  as  relentlessly 
carried  the  torch  and  tomahawk  into  the  enemy's 
territory  as  they  did  into  our  own.  But  we  begged 
them  to  be  still— it  was  not  their  quarrel,  and  we 
said  to  them  that  they  ought  to  remain  neutral. 
Tiiii^  cost  us  many  lives  and  much  treasure — it  ens- 
bied  "the  enemy"  to  collect  and  organize  against 
us  almost  the  whole  Indian  force  of  the  north  west 

*Wehave  lately  seen  a  very  inter^esting account 
of  the  schools  established  among  the  Cherokees, 
by  general  Calvia  Jones— which  we  intend  to  pub- 
lish. 
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— the  people  of  many  tribes  with  whom  we  had  not 
had  any  contact,  and  who  had  no  possible  reason  to 
mike  war  upon  iis.  We  do  not  regret  that  siicli 
wholesome  advice  was  given  by  the  g^vernrmint  of 
the  United  States  to  tlie  Indians,  and  are  proud  in 
the  recollection  that  thong-h  a  vast  frontier  was 
bleedinfj,  we  magnanimously  refused  to  retaliate 
desnlation  and  nnirdr  on  tlie  territories  of  the  ene- 
my .'But  seeing  its  eil'ects,  humanity  itself  will  not 
ri-tjdire  it  of  us  in  anotlier  quarrel  to  refuse  the  ser- 
vices of  the  savaj^es,  knowing  that  if  they  are  not 
for  us  tliey  will  be  employed  against  us.  Still  ii 
is  siveet  to  memoiy  to  know  tliat  many  of  those 
v*ho  were  at  war  with  its,  were  literally  prevented 
from  starving  by  the  bounty  of  the  Uniled  S'.ate^:, 
being  deserted  by  their  pretended  friends  and 
abandoned  to  perdition. 

AV'ith  regard  to  the  northern  and  western  Indi- 
ans—their  welfare,  as  well  as  our  own  safety,  mate- 
rially depends  upon  keeping  those  within  our  li 
mits  out  of  the  reach  of  liriiish  influence.  The 
establishment  about  to  be  made  at  the  n^outh  tlie 
Vellow  Stone  river,j  is  doubtless  designed  to  sub- 
serve tiiis  interesting  purpose — to  act  against  the 
Ihuhon  Bay  ■i.ni.jYortli  /Fesr  companies  within  our 
own  territorial  boundaries,  and  encournge  the 
growth  of  Opinions  favorable  to  peace  and  quiet- 
ness. We  have  no  doubt  however,  but  that  this 
establishment,  exciting  the  fears  of  the  IJritish  Ira- 
d:?r.s  tor  a  package  of  peltry,  will  lead  to  an  tx 
tensive  Indian  war — knowing  that  these  companies 
value  a  beaver  skin  more  than  the  life  of  r.n  Indian. 
Their  establishments  also,  (some  within  the  un- 
doubted limits  of  the  United  States)  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  and  well  supplied  with  whiskey  and 
gunpowder  to  give  effect  to  their  wishes,  and  may 
cost  us  much  trouble,  though  they  must  fail  of  their 
purpose.  Seeing  then,  that  every,  or  almost  every 
Indian  war  that  we  have  had  since  tlie  peace  of 
1-783,  was  either  directly  the  actof  avithorised  Rri- 
tish  agents,  or  caused  by  the  Intrigues  of  individu- 
al traders  or  companies  of  that  nation,  would  it  not 
be  expedient  to  legislate  severely  on  the  subject, 
and  make  it  punishable  with  certain  death  for  any 
person  to  be  detected  trading  with  them,  v.lihout 
due  license  granted  for  the  purpose  by  our  govern- 
ment.'' Great  Britain  has  our  hearty  consent  to 
make  such  a  regulation  as  to  the  tribes  within  her 
territories,  to  prevent  them  from  being  influenced 
to  make  war  upon  her  people— if  she  pleases. 

But  these  tribes  are  retiring  still  further— thirty 
years  ago  the  heart  of  Pennsylvania  was  considered 
as  the  "backwoods,"  and  app'eared  as  distant  to  the 
citizens  of  the  Atlantic  border,  as  the  Mississippi 
does  now.  Stverul  great  states  have  risen  up  since 
then,  and  the  Indian  title  is  nearly  extinguished  in 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  partly  in  Michigan, 
— and  large  tracts  ceded  on  the  Missouri,  now 
teem  with  a  white  population.  They  are  almost 
daily  driven  back;  where  are  they  to  stop.^  Are 
they  not  to  have  a  resting  place  on  the  continent 

that  so  recently    belonged  to   them? Would  it 

not  be  well,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  separate  and 
appoint  a  large  tract  of  coantry  which  thefragmenis 
ofnations  could  be  assured  was  their  own,  and  to 
which  they  might  retire  as  their  old  seats  were  in- 

\\i  is  to  be  wished  that  this  river  may  retain  its 
Indian  name,  be  it  what  itmay.  "Yellow  S'on?  ri- 
ver," to  a  stream  almost  as  large  as  any  that  Europe 
boasts  of,  has  something  in*it  mcun  and  disgusting 
— and  gives  the  idea  of  a  little  creuk  heading  two 
6-  three  miles  from  its  mouth,  iubtead  of  a  great 
river. 


vaded  by  civilized  men — a  country  of  great  extent 
in  which  such  as  will  not  become  cultivators  may 
pursue  the  chase,  andfiad  delight  in  a  precarious 
sub.sistence.  If  such  a  domain  were  granted,  hedg- 
ed about  by  a  few  plain  laws,  executed  by  Isonora- 
ble  men,  many  aborigines  might  remain  for  a  long 
period  of  years,  existing  as  a  monument  of  true 
ghu-y — to  snatch  from  history  a  part  of  the  censurft 
which  she  will  attach  to  the  fact  of  their  extermi- 
nation, which  Diust  and  tAH  come,  unless  the  stat"* 
of  society  takes  a  retrograde  movement,  an  I  a  dark 
age  ensues.  Those  who  can  look  back  50  year^, 
ini'.y  form  some  idea  of  what  the  next  50  will  do  foe 
the'  United  States— and  such  is  the  thirst  fjr  div- 
ing into  the  interior,  that  if  any  system  is  to  be 
adopted  to  preserve  the  Indians,  it  ought  to  be 
adopted  at  once,  to  make  it  efhcient.  A  little  .vhile, 
and  we  sliall  bft  treating  fjr  lands  abo'tt  the  head- 
snrings  of  tlie  Mississippi,  and  in  a  few  years  we 
may  hear  of  ri  national  road  winding  thr.iugh  the 
p.issesofthe  Rocky  mountains,  the  only />7r(^car« 
riiige  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  a  great 
city  built  at  the  moutli  of  the  Columbia.  Seeing 
what  we  have  seen,  there  is  nothing  extravagant  in 
this  idea.  The  man  is  living  thai  may  tfiivd  thii 
route.  • 

The  Backwoodsman* 

A  poem,  under  this  title,  has  lately  been  presort- 
ed to  his  countrymen,  by  /.  A"  Prnddin:--,  esq.  We 
sincerely,  and  doubly,  thank  him  f  )r  i>. — for,  whilst 
l-.e  has  given  us  a  composition  that  may  vie  with 
the  proudest  productions  of  the  proudest  po;  ts  of 
the  old  world — he  has  directed  his  talents  to  th2 
inculcation  of  principles  dear  to  the  heart  of  every 
lionest  American  citize4i — to  bring  us  hr,me  and  in- 
i-pire  a  high-souled  luitlnnnl  fcelhxg.  We  hope  that 
an  extensive  sale  of  this  work  may,  .tt  oncf,  s:iev/ 
the  good  taste  of  the  people  and  their  love  c-f  that 
/lo'ne— "the  home  of  the  free."  We  do  not  wi-^h  to 
he  understood  by  this  as  desirous  to  enlist  the  feel- 
ings on  account  of  any  pecuniary  consideration  at- 
tached to  the  subject— but  to  afford  a  proof  that  we 
(lave  to  be  pleased  Vv'ith,  and  can  admire,  a  native 
product — though  not  yet  approved  of  by  the  nodest 
and  disinterested  reviewens  of  Edinburg  and  Lou- 
ir,n\  We  oficr  the  following  exu.ict  as  a  specimen 
of  the  work,  and  challenge  a  comparison  of  it  with 
sny  thing  that  the  best-pufled  poets  of  the  old  world 
have  given  us  lor  fifty  years  past: 

LINES  OH  INUKPK^IDy.NCr., 

"0!  Independence!  man's  •-  ight  mental  sun, 
With  blood  and  tears  by  our  brave  country  won, 
Parent  of  all,  higb-meltled  man  udorns, 
The  nerve  of  steel,  the  soul  that  meanness  scorn<?. 
The  mounting  mind  that  tpurHS  the  tyrant's  sway. 
The  eagle-eye,  that  mocks  the  god  of  day. 
Turns  on  tlie  lordly  upstart  scoru  for  scorn. 
And  drops  its  lid  to  none  of  \vom:m  born!     [bought, 
With  blood,  and  tears,  and  hardships  thou   '.vert 
Yet  rich  the  blessings  Uw  bright  .sway  has  wrought: 
Hence  comes  it,  that  a  gallant  spirit  reigns. 
Unknown  among  old  Europe's  hapless  sw.<i!ns; 
Who,  slaves  lo  some  proud  lord,  himself  a  slave. 
From  sire  to  son,  from  cradle  to  the  grave, 
From  race  to  rj-ce,  more  dull  and  servile  grow. 
Until  at  last  they  nothing  feel  or  know. 
Hence  comes  it,  that  our  meanest  farmer's  boy, 
Aspires  to  taste  the  proud  and  manly  joy 
Tiiat  springs  from  holding,  in  his  own  dear  right. 
The  land  l»e  ploughs,  the  home  he  seeks  at  night; 
An.d  hence  it  con\es,  he  leaves  his  friends  and  home, 
'Mid  distant  wilds  and  dangers  drear  to  roam. 
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To  seek  a  competence,  or  fine'  a  grave, 

Ratlier  tlian  live  a  hireUng  or  a  slave. 

As  the  bright  waving  harvest  field  he  sees. 

Like  sunny  ocean  rippling  in  the  breeze, 

And  hears  the  lowing  herd,  the  lambkins'  bleat, 

Fallon  his  ear  in  mingled  concert  sweet. 

His  heart  sits  lightly  on  its  rustic  throne, 

The  fields,  the  herds,  the  flocks  a<  e  i»ll  his  own." 

This  is  enouf^h — let  every  Jlmerican,  who  can  af 
ford  it,  buy  the  book — in  evidence  of  his  respect 
fur  his  country,  as  nroof  of  his  taste;  and  preserve 
it  as  an  irresistible  argument,  always  to  be  used 
when  the  polite  literature  of  the  United  States  is 
assailed  by  foreign  jealousy  and  prejudice. 


Letters  from  Soutli  America. 

COJtMUNICATi!D  FOnTUE  HEHISrEIl. 

The  day  after  we  arrived  was  Sunday,  and  the 
stree's  were  crov/ded  with  people.  I  was  very  fre- 
q>.ieinly  reminded  of  my  old  place  of  residence 
New  (jrleans,  with  the  exception  that  the  propor 
tioa  of  coloured  people,  is  comp-t-atively  very  .-mall, 
but  amongst  the  h)vver  classe.s,  I  remarked  a  grpat 
naiiy  of  iMliiin  ex'raction;  this  was  discoverable 
in  tite  couiplexjon  and  features.  The  inhabitants 
gf^nerally,  are  a  shade  browner  than  those  of  North 
AmericM;  but  1  saw  a  great  many  with  good  com- 
plexions. Tlipy  are  a  handsome  people.  They 
have  nothing  in  their  appearance  and  character,  of 
that  dark,  jerdous,  and  revengeful  disposition,  we 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  attributing  to  Spaniurds. 
'i'he  men  dress  pretty  much  as  we  do,  bui  the  wo- 
men are  fond  of  wearing  black,  when  they  go  abroad. 
The  fashion  of  dress  in  both  sexes,  I  am  informed, 
bas  undergone  gr^at  improvement  since  their  free 
iutercotirse  wldi  stranger.-.  Tiie  old  Spaniards,  of 
whom  there  are  considerable  numbers,  are  easily 
distinguished  by  their  darker  complexion,  the  stu- 
died shabbiness  of  their  dress,  and  their  morose  and 
surly  expression  of  counter.ance;  this  arises,  from 
their  being  treated  as  a  sort  of  Jews,  by  those  whom 
they  were  wont  to  consider  as  greatly  their  infe- 
riors. They  are  also  distinguisiied  by  not  mount- 
ing the  blue  and  w^ite  cockade,  which  is  universal- 
ly worn  by  the  citizens  of  the  republic.  The  same 
number  of  Chinese,  could  scarcely  form  a  class 
moie  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the  corrjmuniiy. 
There  can  hardly  be  a  greater  affront  offered  to  an 
Americano  del  SiicJ,  than  to  call  him  a  Spaniard.  A 
you!  g  fellow  told  me,  in  a  jesting  way,  that  the 
monks  and  friars,  aud  Spaniards,  were  generally 
old,  i»nd  would  soon  die  off,  which  he  said  was  a 
gre;,t  consol- lion! 

I  wen  I  round  to  several  of  the  churches,  of  which 
t'lere  are  \en  or  fifteen  throughout  tlie  city.  I 
shall  not  trouole  you  with  a  description  of  them,  us 
by  reiering  to  bof.ks  you  can  learn  their  names,  tlie 
yor:-  in  wliicli  they  werv.-  founded,  &c.  All  1  s!  ..!l 
s.y,  h,  ;;ial  those  1  saw,  were  immense  masses  of 
bujidi.'^s,  particularly  the  cathedral,  which  ot 
its  it  c()>  ers  almost  a  whole  square.  The  internal 
decora',  lonv,  are  generally  rich  and  splendid,  ai.d  the 
ponij)  of  catholic  v,  orsfiip  is  displayed  here,  pieUy 
iriuch  as  it  is  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  My  at- 
tention was  more  attracied,  by  the  crowds  of  beau- 
tiful v/onien,  going  and  cun-iiiig  to  the  churches, 
a;K!  the  giarefiu  (.legiirce  of  their  carriage.  Tiiey 
walk  niore  eltgaiUlj'  than  anj  womer;  I  ever  saw. 
They  aiesctn  ir^u^ltv  v.,  firnily  gruups,  but  accord- 
ing toihecustimof  the  coutitr},  seldom  attended  by 
gei.llenien.  There  are  usually  a  few  bej,gars  about 
•t.  e  church  doors,  all  biii.d,  or  decie^'id  with  a;je. 


I  urn  informed,  there  are  two  convents  in  the  city, 
but  1  did  not  go  to  see  them,  as  I  was  told  the  nuns 
were  all  old  and  ugly. 

A  very  animated  and  martial  scene,  was  pre- 
sented to  me,  by  the  exercising  of  the  regular 
troops,  and  civic  militia.  The  black  regiments, 
made  an  uncommonly  fine  appearance,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  a  very  high  state  of  discipline.  The  civic 
militia,  is  said  to  be  fully  as  well  trained  as  the 
regidars  I  sfiw  several  very  fine  bands  of  music. 
A  battalion  of  slaves,  consisting  of  five  or  six  hun- 
dred men,  was  also  mustered  and  then  marched  to 
one  of  tiie  churches.  ^Vlth  all  these  things  going 
on,  the  city  exhibited  one  of  the  most  animating 
scenes  I  had  ever  witnessed.  These  are  certainly 
a  more  en'liiisiastic,  and  perhaps  warlike,  people, 
than  we  are;  if  they  possessed,  with  these  qualities, 
by  way  of  ballast,  something  of  our  steady  habits, 
and  general  stock  of  information,  I  think  they 
w  uld  nearly  equal  us! 

In  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  Doctor  Bald- 
win, and  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  became  ac- 
quainted, 1  resolved  if  possible  to  breathe  the  ail* 
out  side  of  the  city;  and  being  pedestrians  we  re- 
solved to  take  it  on  f  >ot,  tlioutjh  iiorses  miglit  have 
been  bar),  eitlier  to  but/,  or  hiie  for  the  trip;  the 
difference  in  price  for  these  two  modes  of  obtain- 
ing ihcm,  does  not  quite  bear  the  same  proportion 
as  with  us.  It  would  have  cost  us  prob.ibly,  one 
dollar  and  an  half,  or  two  dollars,  for  the  hiring, 
while  a  very  good  hackney  might  be  boug'it  for 
ten;  but  tlien,  it  would  cost  at  the  livery  stable, 
three  or  four  dollars  a  week  to  keep  him. 

We  directed  our  course  up  the  river;  the  doctor 
was  very  anxious  to  reach  the  open  fields  for  the 
purpose  of  pursuing  his  botanical  researches,  and  I 
was  equally  desirous  of  reaching  some  high  ground, 
whence  1  might  have  a  better  view  of  the  city  and 
its  environs.  We  passed  through  a  large  square, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  occupied  by  an  ex- 
tensive circus,  open  at  the  top,  called  the  Tauro, 
or  place  for  bull  fighting.  It  is  capable  of  con- 
taining a  vast  concourse  of  people.  But  I  was  glad 
to  hear,  that  this  barbarous  amusement  is  fast 
going  into  disrepute,  and  that  few  of  the  respecta- 
ble people  now  attend  it.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
it  should  have  been  a  place  of  fashionable  resort, 
when  it  was  attended  by  the  vice-roy  and  his  court, 
with  much  shew  and  purade.  Under  the  revolu- 
tionary governments,  it  has  been  discountenanced, 
and  should  any  member  of  the  government  attend 
it,  lie  mingles  in  t!.e  crowd  of  citizens.  But  there 
may  be  a  still  belter  reason;' these  ape  amongst  the 
contrivances  of  monarchy,  to  withdraw  the  atten- 
tion of  its  subjects,  fiom  things  that  really  con- 
cern them.  The  minds  ot  these  people,  are  now 
turned  upo.i  much  more  important  objects  than 
i3«// figlil.'^.  Hut  the  custom  still  prevails,  and  it 
would  be  imprudent  at  once  to  abolish  it;  in  this, 
as  in  other  maUtrs,  the  reformer  should  go  to  work 
with  a  cautious  hand.  As  lent  is  now  nearly  over, 
1  am  informed,  that  the  circus  and  the  theatre,  are 
to  open  next  week.  I  will  here  mention  another 
ii.stance  of  reform,  whicli  does  honor  to  the  present 
director.  This  is  in  abolishing  the  silly  custom 
which  prevailed  here,  as  well  as  at  Uio,  of  throwing 
wax  balU  fined  with  water,  at  peoplein  the  street, 
during  ti.ree  days,  at  the  end,  or  commencement, 
<if  the  Carniv;;!,  I  do  not  recollect  which.  He  ef- 
fected it,  by  a  sin. pie  appeal  through  the  medium 
of  .lie  newsp.iper*  to  tlieir  good  sense,  and  their 
regard  for  those  manners,  which  distinguish  a  po- 
lite fi  om  a  barbarous  people. 

We  coulinued  our  walk  about  two  miles  beyond 
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the  town,  but  appeared  to  be  no  nearer  the  open 
fields,  being  completely  enclosed  on  all  sides,  by 
what  are  here  called  quintas,  which  are  large  par- 
dens  of  several  acres,  with  abundance  of  fruit  trees 
and  vegetables.     Many  of  these,  are  owned  by  the 
inhabiiants  of  the  city,  but  they  chiefly  belong  to 
people,  'vho  make  a  living  by  attending  the  market. 
There  are  very  f'^w  of  these  neat  dwellings  which 
are  seen   about  our  cities;  the  houses    here   are 
chiefly  small  and    built  of  very  indilF-rent  brick. 
The  grape  vine,  however,  with  v.'hich  they  are  fond 
of  adorning  their  houses,  had  to  me  a  very  pleas 
ingappesinnce,  particularly  when  loaded  with  their 
exquisite  fruit.     We  stepped  into  one,  where  our 
friend  was    acquainted,  and   were  received  with 
muc!*  politeness   and   civility   by  the  inhabitants; 
their  countenances  seeming  lo  brighten   up,  when 
told  we  were  Americans  of  the  north.     They  treat- 
ed us  with  fine  peaches,  pears,  grapes,  and  melons. 
Instead  of  pales,  or  fences,   hedges  of  the  prickly 
pear  are  invariably  used,  which  are  planted  on  the 
mouad  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  digging  the  ditch  on 
the  outside.     The  soil  is  like   that  of  our  best  ri- 
ver bottoms,  and  i  s  particles  are  so  fine,  that  the 
road  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  intolerably  dusty. 
On  our  way  back  to  town,  oar  friend  induced  us 
to  stop  at  a  spacious  mansion,  where  there  resided 
a  gentleman   whom  he  knew,  natD«d  La  Rocca. 
This  gentleman's  establishment  forms  a  prominent 
fiception  to  what  I  have  just  been  describing;  iiis 
grounds  are  surrounded  by  a  brick  w.ill;  iiis  build- 
ings, gardens,  &c.  all  upon  a  more  extensive  scale. 
We  entered  through   a  lofty  gate  way,  into  a  spa- 
cious court.     The  servant   informed  us,  that    hit: 
master  with  several  otlier   gentlemen,  was  on  the 
terrace  at  the  top  of  the  hotise,  and  at  our  request, 
conducted  us  up.     I  was  glad  of  ihe  occasion,  as  I 
was  told  that  there  was  a  very  fine  view  from  this 
place-     We  were  treated  by  La  liocca,  with  great 
attention,  and  we  found  him  a  man   of  liberal  and 
enlightened  mind.     He  is  a  native  of  old  Spain,  but 
has  been  naturalized,  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  tlie  revolution.     He  pointed  out  to  us,  a  beauti 
ful  grove  of  olives,  whicli  he  had  planted,  after 
the  Spanish  system,  which  forbade  the  cultivation  of 
this  invaluable  pLnt,  had    been    abolished.     The 
other  gentlemen    who    were  with  hiat,    were   his 
neighbours,  natives  of  the  country,  and  were  sensi- 
ble and  well  informed.     I  learned  from  them,  that 
our  arrival  had  excited  great  interest  tlu-oughout 
the  city,  and  that  many  conjectures  as  to  our  ob 
ject,  were  afloat.     They  seemed  all  lo  agree,  that 
nothing  of  an  unfriendly  nature  could  be  expected 
from  our  government,  and  seemed  to  be  very  much 
hurt   at  the  unfrtvorable  impressions,   which   had 
been  made  in  the  Uniied  States,  as  lo  the  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  by  publications  in  the  news- 
papers.   They  said,    tiiat  they  had  no  right  to  ex- 
pect any  friendship,  or  sympathy  from  us,  if  their 
institutions  were  really  so  vile  as  had  been  repre 
sented.     They  said,  it  was  natural  to  expect  that 
as  their  enemies  were   not  able  to  subdue    them, 
they  would   endeavor  to  ruin  their    cliaracler,  and 
for  this  purpose,  they    would  seize   and  magnify, 
every  real,  or  alledged  erior,  or  misconduct.     La 
Roccj,  here  drew  an  animated  comparison  between 
the  state  of  things  in  Spain,  and  in    this  country, 
highly  favorable  as  you  may  suppose,  to  the  latter. 
He  told  me,  it  was  their  intention   to    establish  a 
government  as  nearly  resembling  that  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,    as  circumstances    would  permit.     He 
enquired   witli  considerable  earnestness,  as  to  the 
truth  of  a  report,  of  our   government   having    en- 
d'eavoured  to  obtain  a  cession  of  territory  from  the 


king  of  Naples,  and  laid  great  stress  on  fTie  circum- 
stance of  ourliaving  no  colonies,  and  from  the  na« 
ttire  of  our  constitution  not  being  permitted  to 
have  any.  They  s.iid,  it  was  imposs'ble  (or  tliem 
to  repose  full  confidence  in  the  friendpl.ip  of  na- 
tions holding  colonies,  and  they  were  sorry  to  see 
us  deviating  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  wiiat 
they  had  understood  was  with  us  n  fundamental 
maxim.  If  we  could  have  colonies  in  Italy,  v.e 
might  have  them  in  America,  in  Africa,  nud  in 
Asia. 

As  the  house  stood  upon  ground  some-lnt  mnie 
elevated    than  the  city,  ;md  not  n.ore  than    three 
hundred  yards  fiom  the  river,  there  was  a  v^ry  ex. 
tensive  iiorison  in  every  direction.     In  a  clear  day, 
Colonia  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  is  vi i^ihle 
from  this  place;  but  at  present,  as  the  atmostnhere 
was   somewhat  obscured,  and   a   still' north-easter 
blowing,  nothing  wasi  presented  to  the  eye,  but  a 
vast  expanseof  water,  the  Moi^queto  fleet  of  sioopis, 
and  small  coasting  vessels,    .ossing  about  behw  Ui', 
and  those  of  a   larger  kind  finchr>red  in  the  outer 
roads;  the  whole,  having  a  ver^  dreary  appearance. 
On  the  land  side,  we  seemed  to  look  over  the  city, 
which  covers  an  ex'ent  of  ground,  nearly  as  great 
a^  Philadelphia,  with  quintas  up  and  down  the  river, 
whose  varieties  of  fruit  trees,  willi  here  and  there 
a  Lombardy  poplar,    interjnixed,  exhibited  a  very 
lively  and  pleasing  appearance;  wlide  to  tiie  west- 
ward, at  tiiedist.Muce  of  a  few  miles,  there  seems  to 
be  a  boundless  waste  of  pampas,  or  grassy  pl^ti'iPi 
witliout  a  tree  or  shrub.     The  whol?  population  of 
the  country,  is  not  greater  than  that  in  the  city.  In 
fact,  the  r^al  limits  of  the  province  are  eiiceeding- 
ly  circumscribed.     About  fortj  miles  i-mth  of  tliis, 
is  a  large  village  called  Luxan,  at  wlic)-,  the  road 
branches  oft',  fur  Cordova  and  Mendoza,  there  com-' 
mences  a  line   of  presidios,    extending    southerly 
across  the    Sahdo    to  the   river  Colorado,    which' 
marks  the  southern  boundary  of  tlie  province.  This 
line  of  posts,  was    originally   established    for    the 
purpose  ofprotectiiig   the  settlements  from  the  i-.- 
cursions  of  the  wild  pampas  Indians,  -vlso  were  then 
a  most  d:aigerous  and   formidable  enemy.     Rut  of 
late  years,  they  have  ceased  to  be    dreaded,  and 
tijeir  incursions  have  only  for  their  ohjfct  stealing 
cattle  and  horses.     While  I  am  upon  tliis  subject, 
I  will  say  something  a."*  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
population  is  distributed  in  thus  country,  intending 
lo  enlarge  on  the  subject,  on  ?ome  f.iLure  occasion. 
Under  the  vice-royalty,  a  line  of  two  htmdred  and 
fifty   miles  north  and  south,  and  a  hundred  miles, 
east  and  west,  would  have  included  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  province;    but  this  was  distributed 
in  a  manner  singularly  unequal;  some  parts  being 
as  thickly  inhabited  as  tlie  neighborhood  of  Pliiia- 


delphia,  and  the  rest  as  wild  as  the  plains  of  the 
Missouri.  Since  the  revolution,  the  f'ontier  has 
been  considerably  extended,  and  this  province  as 
well  as  the  others  of  the  union,  which  have  been 
exempt  from  the  immediate  devastations  of  war, 
have  had  a  considerable  increase  of  inhabitants. 
The  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  it.s  vicinity,  proba- 
bly ten  miles  sqtiare,  contains  about  seventy  thou- 
SHHd  inhabitants;  the  villages  of  Luxan,  Eusenada, 
L.is  Conchas,  and  a  few  others,  with  tiieir  circum- 
scribed vicenages,  may  conUin  from  two  to  fiv!: 
thousand,  and  as  the  whole  populauon  does  nnf. 
exceed  one  hundred  and  five  thousand,  all  the 
remainder  of  the  province,  is  left  for  tlie  ba- 
lance, not  exceeding  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
in  number.  Immediately  around  the  to^-ns  Rn<'i, 
villages,  are  the  quintas  of  which  1  have  spoken, 
chiefly    appropriated    to    the    raising    of  ^ftigc- 
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tables  and  fmits;  next  coii\e  tlie  larger  ftrms.  Or 
chacras,  were  wheat,  Indian  corn,  bailey  Sec.  are 
rr.ised  as  with  us;  but  according  to  a  very  diffjr- 
«;nt,  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  a  very  inferior  system 
of  apricuitui-e.  Tliey  have  not  the  sume  aversion 
to  neighborhood,  as  the  old  Virginia  planter,  v.'hf> 
declared,  be  never  would  wif.h  to  live  so  near  as 
to  henr  the  barking  of  his  neighbor's  dogs.  The 
iTodc  of  cultivntinff  the  earth,  ofenclosinf^  their 
i;r  ounc's,  and  iheir  rural  economy  in  general,  would 
furnish  many  curious  topics,  but  these  I  must  wave 
for  the  present.  Their  soil  is  undoubtedly  the  fin- 
est in  the  world;  but  they  labor  under  great  dis- 
advanta/^es  from  a  deficiency  of  water,  as  the 
fctreaiTvs  which  are  not  numerous,  are  apt  to  go  dry 
in  summer.  They  are  therefore  compelled  to  make 
reservoirs  for  the  reception  of  rain  water,  when  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  the  river.  Their  crops 
are,  nof^ithstnnding,  superior  to  ours,  and  are  rare- 
ly known  to  fail.  In  the  uncultivated  waste  which 
spreads  around  these  specks  of  civilization,  are 
what  ire  called  the  es'.ancius,  or  grtizing  farms, 
which  constitute  the  principal  fortunes  of  tiie  rich, 
and  are  of  various  dimensions,  some  as  large  as  our 
townships,  or  even  counties.  They  have  from  20 
to  60,000  head  of  cattle,  on  one  of  these  estancias. 
These  estates  under  the  vice  royalty,  were  valued 
at  about  one  dollar  for  every  head  of  cattle;  fjr  the 
land  v/as  scarcely  taken  into  t]ie  account.  Since 
the  revolution,  the  value  of  both  has  more  than 
doubled.  From  tliis,  you  will  ]j?rceive,  that  a  graz- 
ing farm,  in  the  Opelousns,of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
head,  valued  at  ten  dollars  each,  is  worth  as  much 
as  an  estnncia  here,  of  fifiy  thousand.  The  care  of 
these,  is  left  to  our  friends,  those  half  horse  half 
men,  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken,  under  the 
appellation  of  ffauchos. 

Since  the  revolution  there  has  been  a  much 
greater  disposition  to  settle  in  the  country  than 
formerly;  arising  no  doubt,  from  the  enhanced 
price  of  the  produce  of  the  soil;  and  also,  from  the 
greater  safety  from  Indian  depredations.  Whether 
the  people  consider  themselves  more  secure  in 
their  titles,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  say;  hut  1 
am  assured,  that  no  uneasiness,  or  fear  prevails  as 
to  their  safety  from  Spanish  invasion.  La  llocca, 
and  his  friends, enquired  with  considerable  eagerness 
about  the  European  emigration  to  the  United  States, 
>vhich  they  looked  upon  as  an  increase  of  wealth 
and  strength,  the  aquisition  of  which  tiiey  appeare<l 
to  envy  us.  Tliey  said  that  every  inducement  was 
held  out  by  the  government  and  people  of  this 
country,  to  Europeans,  who  were  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, that  lands  were  ofi'ered  gratis,  with 
oxen  and  the  implements  of  husbandi-y,  to  those 
\vho  wish  to  cultivate  the  earth.  In  reply,  I  told 
them,  that  there  was  little  or  no  emigration  to  tlie 
TJnited  States  during  our  revolutionary  v/ar,  and 
even  for  some  time  afterwards,  in  consequence  of 
the  country  being  engaged  in  a  war  for  national 
existeiice,  ll.e  success  of  which  wp.s  doubtful;  and 
even  aficr  it  was  no  longer  so,  our  enemies  persist- 
ed in  b.'lieviiig,  that  we  could  not  establislj  a  go- 
vernment. I  told  them  that  if  they  could  sati.ify 
the  world  on  tisese  two  ]i(iinls,  as  we  had  done,  they 
would  have  as  many  emigrants  as  they  could  desire, 
as  their  soil  and  climate  held  out  even  greatet  in- 
ducements liien  ours. 

'  On  lour  wny  home,  we  again  passed  tiie  tauro, 
and  our  friend  pointed  cut  to  us  the  shot  holes  and 
other  marks,  which  remained  as  testimonials  of 
the  desperate  action  fought  here,  between  the  na- 
tives and  the  British.  This  place  was  defended  by 
a  gallant  little  band,   who  slew  six  hundred  of 


the  assailants,  b-fore  it  vns  carried  by  a^^aidt. — 
All  who  were  in  here  at  tho  time,  it  is  said,  v/er^ 
put  to  deatli.  I  could  not  look  upon  this  scene 
without  feeling  gieut  interest;  Uiere  is  something 
holy,  and  calculated  to  awaken  noble  reflections, 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  spots,  where  virtu- 
ous citizens  have  oflered  up  their  lives,  as  a  sacri- 
fice for  their  firesides  and  their  homes.  It  natural-- 
ly  rec'dled  to  my  recollection,  the  gallant  defence 
made  by  the  citizens  of  the  town  in  wbich  I  reside, 
andl  felt  proud  of  being  ranked  amongst  the  per? 
sonal  friends  of  some  of  its  defenders. 


Banks  in  the  United  States. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  the  editor  of  the 
Register  m;-:de  an  earnest  attempt  to  obtain  a  cor- 
rect list  of  all  ihe  banks  in  the  U.  States,  with  an 
account  of  their  capitals,  date  of  institution,  place 
of  location,  and  the  names  of  their  presidents  and 
cashiers.  From  several  st.-'.tes  the  most  sati.'ifactory 
information  was  received — but,  recently  overhaul- 
ing  our  papers  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  the  list, 
we  find  ourselves  wanting  inlbrmation  fro.ii  New 
Hampshire — New  Jersey— Del;- ware, — Virginia — X. 
Giu-olina — South  Carolina — Georgia — Kentucky — ' 
Tennessee — Louisiana — Illinois  and  ilissouri.  Of 
some  of  these  we  have  partial  accounts,  but  not 
suHicient  for  the  general  statistical  table  that  we 
wish  to  publish.  Gentlemen  in  those  states,  zeal- 
ous to  assist  in  the  collection  of  facts  so  useful  to 
the  people,  and  interesting  to  political  economy, 
will  be  pleased  lo  aid  us  in  this  undertaking,  with 
as  little  delay  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit  of. 

We  had  tiie  type  set  up  to  insert  a  revised 
copy  of  an  article  published  in  the  Bruns-Mck  Timei 
as  u  correct  list  of  all  the  banks  in  ihe  U'dled 
States,  the  presumed  number  in  each  state  being 
given the  whole  number  372:  but,  carefuiiy  ex- 
amining this  lis',  we  found  it  so  inaccurate  in  some 
cases  about  which  we  had  information,  as  to  com- 
pel  us  to  refuse  its  authority  in  otliersof  which  we 
v/ere  not  informed. — and  we  concluded  it  was  best 
to  lay  it  over  for  the  present.  The  above  aggre- 
gate  is  probably  less  than  the  real  number. 


Legislature  of  Vermont. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 

Gentlfmen  of  the  cour.cil,  and 
genthiiitii  of  the  general  assembly. 

Having  been  called  by  the  suffrages  of  a  free 
people,  and  permitted  by  Divine  Providence,  to  as- 
semble agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  attend  to  the  civil  concerns  of  the  state', 
it  behoves  us  at  all  times,  but  more  especially 
when  acting  under  so  important  a  trust,  to  look 
up  to  bim  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  liis 
hand,  and  is  tlie  disposer  of  events,  for  directioti 
and  support  in  attending  to  all  the  duties  that  der 
volve  on  us,  as  guardians  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  people. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  [jresent  prosperity  of  our  state  and  na- 
tion. Pe;ice,  health,  and  plenty  are  among  the  pe-' 
culiar  blessings  with  which  we  are  favored;  while 
an  apparent  increise  of  morality,  benevolence,  an4 
piety,  presage  still  happier  times. 

'i'he  ricent  dangers  we  have  passed  will  be  i 
sufKcient  monitor,  to  keep  alive  in  your  breasts  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  union,  and  that  watchful 
care  and  perseverance  which  are  ir.dispensable  to 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
free  people.  It  would  be  Ibliy  in  us  to  imagine 
that  ike^only  dangers,  to  which  a  republic  is  eS- 
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posed,  exist  in  times  of  Ibe  most  ardent  struggles, 
v/hen  assailed  by  powerful  foreign  foes. 

This  weliave  experienced  and  surmounted.  BuV 
politi.ral  experience  dcmonstraleg,  that  the  niore 
f.itdl  foe  lurks  in  the  heart  of  man;  that  secret  am- 
bition to  .■iffgrandize  himself,  and  promotft  his  own 
private  ends,  chills  liis  generous  ardor  for  the  con- 
cerns of  his  country;  audliis  desire  for  thei^ruspei'i- 
ty  of  his  feHnw-citizens  is  tdo  :ipt  to  lie  dormant, 
or  smothered  in  his  bosom.  But  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  that  tlie  vital  spark  of  patriotism  and  re- 
publican virltje  is  extingui^ilitd  in  the  liearts  of 
A^nericans. 

I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  wlio  are  well  versed 
in  ancient  and  modern  history,  whether  the  fall  of 
I'epublics  has  not  oflener  liappened,  inconsequence 
of  a  slow  decline  of  republican  vinues  and  simpli- 
city, and  from  internal  divisions,  than  from  any 
combination  of  kings  and  monarchs  to  overthrow 
them.  In  limes  of  the  greatest  apparent  security, 
the  seeds  of  dissolution  are  often  sown,  and.imper- 
ceptibly  grow  until  llie  roots  become  too  strung  to 
be  eradicated. 

These  remarks,  gentlemen,  are  not  made  with  a 
view  to  any  existing  political  party,  or  particular 
individuals,  or  to  discourage  any  laudable  enter- 
prize;  but  to  check  that  aspiring  ambition,  to  v^hich 
the  human  lieart  is  more  or  less  exposed,  and  to 
prevent,  in  times  of  apparent  safety,  our  lapsing 
into  a  state  of  inattention  to  our  political  concerns, 
through  a  natural  propensity  to  ease,  which  some- 
times proves  dangerous.  A  people  negligent  of 
their  rights  will  not  retain  their  liberties. 

It  behoves  you,  gentlemen,  not  only  to  watch 
over  the  exigencies  arising  within  this  state,  but 
carefully  to  guard  against  any  encroachments  on 
the  sovereignties  of  the  individuti  states,  or  in- 
fringements on  the  privileges  reserved  to  them,  or 
to  the  people. 

A  prudent  legislature  will  critically  examine  eve- 
ry new  subject  that  may  be  presented  for  their  con- 
sideration, compare  it  with  the  first  principles  of 
our  government,  and  trace  it  to  its  most  probable 
efi'ect  in  its  fullest  operation,  in  order  to  decide  on 
its  merits. 

In  acting  on  all  private  bills,  and  petitions,  a  due 
regard  to  justice  ought  never  to  be  dispensed  with; 
and  favors  ought  only  to  be  granted  when  they  do 
r.ot  interfere  with  public  good,  or  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  other  individuals.  In  passing  laws 
that  are  to  have  a  partial  operation,  it  will  be  well 
to  keep  in  view  that  excellent  maxim  contained  in 
our  bill  of  rights: 

"That  government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted 
for  the  common  benefit,  protection,  amf  security  of 


made  to  improve  our  state  of  agriculture:  Al- 
though we  ought  to  rely  as  niur''  as  poFsible  on 
home-manufadures  for  a  supply  of  n.aruracUned 
articles,  yet  it  must  be  acknowiedged,  tl'.at  tl;e 
main  source  of  our  wealth  and  the  suhsis'.er.ce  of 
every  class  of  citizens,  must  depend  or.  tliecultiv.i- 
tion  of  the  soil.  When  our  farms  were  new,  and 
unimpaired  by  tillage,  it  was  prefrable  to  extend 
our  labors,  and  cast  our  seed  over  a  large  portion 
of  our  soil;  but  as  our  lands  become  less  productive 
by  the  frequency  of  crops,  it  is  necessary  that  new 
modes  of  husbandry  sliould  be  resorted  to,  in  .",!•- 
der  to  keep  them  in  a  fertile  state;  and  that  the 
different  qualities  of  the  soil  be  impro-ed  to. the 
best  adv:tntage  for  tillage,  or  grazing,  which,  in  rll 
probability,  will  require  more  labor  and  expenseln 
cultivating  an  equul  quantity  of  lard,  and  of  course 
prevent  the  too-frequent  emigration  of  the  labor- 
ing class  of  our  citizens. 

I  do  not  expect  that  the  state  of  our  finances  is 
such,  as  to  admit  of  expenditures  on  the  subject; 
yet  it  is  possible  that  something  may  be  done  that 
would  prove  useful,  by  authorising  patriotic  and 
enterprising  individuals  to  form  in^o  socieUes,  w-ith 
corporate  privileges,  for  the  beneficial  purposes  of 
advancing  the  agricultural  interest,  encouraging 
manufactures,  and  improving  our  breed  of  domes- 
tic animals,  within  the  several  counties  where  it  is 
deemed  necessary. 

I  am  apprised,  that  an  agricultural  saciety  wa% 
incorporated  in  the  year  1806;  but  this  society 
being  extended  over  the  whole  state,  the  memhrrs 
living  so  remote  from  each  otiier,  and  the  field  fof 
examination  so  extensive,  it  proved  ineffectual,  and. 
now  exists  only  in  name.  I  am,  however,  of  opi- 
nion, that  societies  formed  within  proper  limits, 
may,  by  experiments,  researches,  and  correspon- 
dence with  each  otlier,  prove  highly  benefici";!;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  spirit  of  industry  and  laudable 
enterpiize  that  appears  an>ong  our  citizens,  yet 
much  remains  to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  indivi- 
duals, and  tlie  state,  by  a  wise  direction  of  their 
labors  and  expenditures,  to  the  most  pr.,fi!ahle  ob. 
jects,  and  in  the  most  useful  and  ecor  oR.ical  man- 
ner;  but  a  treatise  on  the  subject  wouh'',  on  the  pre- 


the  people,  nation,  or  community;  and  not  for  the 
particular  emolument  or  advantages  of  any  single 
man,  family,  or  set  of  men,  who  are  a  part  only  of 
that  community." 

It  would  be  trespassing  on  your  time,  if  not  to 
your  patience,  to  attempt  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  several  matters  that  will  naturally  fall  under 
your  consideration.  The  attention  of  former  legis- 
latures lias  been  frequently  occupied,  on  the  sub- 
jcct  of  education.  A  subject  so  inter<-sting  to  the 
rising  generation,  and  so  necessary  to  the  liappi- 
ress,  safety,  and  honor  of  the  state,  canr.ot  easily 
escape  tJie  notice  of  this  or  any  future  legislature. 
Thesubjec+s  of  manufacturing,  and  the  regulation 
of  the  militia,  are  matters  usuaily  submitted  to 
standing  committeef;  therefore  particular  remarks 
on  those  subjects  will  be  unnecessary. 

Many  useful  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  state,  while  no  considerable  attempts  have  been 


sent  occusion,  be  improper;  a  hint  only  is  my  de!-ign. 
In  selecting  the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
general  assembly,  your  own  prudence  will  lead  you 
to  ?eek  for  men  of  integrity,  and  uprig'itness  of 
conduct,  as  well  as  of  competent  capnciiy,  lo  dis- 
charge ti;e  various  duties  attached  lo  tliC  several 
otficcs  for  which  they  are  to  be  elecfcd.  It  will  be 
necessary  at  this  session  lo  elect  a  senator,  from 
this  state,  to  the  nenate  of  the  U.  S.  to  sen'e  for  the 
terra  of  six  years,  from  and  after  the  'bird  day  i)f 
March  next;  and  also  to  ful  'he  vacancy  in  that  b /dy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jumi'!:  Fisk,  esi], 

Sundry  communication!?  have  been  made  to  nse 
since  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  f.  v 
your  cnntideration;  all  v  bich  v/ill  be  seasonably 
submitted.  Your  own  interest,  and  that  of  }oiir 
constituents,  will  engage  your  speedy  and  faiti.ful 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  session,  and  bring 
the  same  to  a  close  as  early  as  the  nature  and  tx- 
teutof  the  matters  you  may  have  under  consi.iifr.i- 
tion  Will  admit.  My  best  endeavors  to  second 
every  measure  )'Oumay  adopt,  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic weal,  will  not  be  wanting.  And  it  is  my  ar.xious 
desire,  that  a  spirit  of  h:iriTsony  and  candor  may 
prevail  with  us,  a'ld  that  tlie  result  may  terniinate 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  st:ite,  ai.d  meet  il.a 
approbation  of  our  constituents. 

JONAS  GALUSHA. 

Mdn-pdltVy  Oci.  9,1818. 


192    NILES'  REGISTER— NOVEMIiEIl  14,  1818— ILLINOIS  LEGISLATURE. 


Legislature  of  Illinois. 

'■  The  leg'islatufe  of  this  new  state  nvet  on  the  5th 
ultimo.  Shadrach  Bond,  esq.  it  appeared,  had  been 
elected  governor,  by  the  people,  without  opposi- 
tion. The  votes  for  a  member  of  cong'ress  were, 
fbr  Mr.  M'Lean,  1996;  for  I^fr.  Cook,  1982.  'I'he 
Benators  elected  by  the  legislalme  to  congress  are 
J^inian  Edwards  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  esqmres. 
John  Mes.senper,  esq.  was  sppointed  spe&ker  of  the 
senate,  and  Rob' .  Moore,  esq.  speaker  of  the  house 
of  repreaentativcs. 

GOVF.HNOn's    MT.SSAOE. 

^elltnii-eithens  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  house  of  it'prescntatives: 
Intrusted  by  the  people  with  the  executive  power 
of  the  stale,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  we. 
deeply  impressed  wi'h  the  sense  of  the  many  ohli- 
ga'ions  I  am  nntler,  fnv  this  evidence  of  the  public 
confidence.  Whilst  animated  and  encouraged  wi'^h 
the  idea  that  my  pas'>  conduct  has  been  such  as,  in 
the  opinioii  of  niy  fellow-citiaens,  to  merit  the  of- 
fice to  which  I  have  beenelecied.  i  feel  oppressed 
jind  embarrassed  with  the  reflectioTi,  that  so  much 
has  been  confided  to  such  feeble  iiands.  Associated, 
however,  wl'h  the  general  assembly,  in  the  di"!- 
charge  of  the  most  important  duties,  I  confidently 
rely  upon  the  information  and  support  to  be  derived 
from  yrur  co-operr.tion.  The  people  of  the  state 
have  formed  s  constitution,  by  which  they  have 
secured  to  themselves  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
free  government;  if  the  principles,  which  adorn 
<iiat  instrument  lire  cherished  and  kept  alive,  the 
iuture  fortune  of  the  state  car.not  fail  to  be  prosper- 
ous and  happy.  To  tlie  p-eservalion  of  principles 
so  sacred,  the  influence  of  your  example,  and  the 
skilful  exercise  of  the  powers  with  which  you  arc 
vested,  will  greatly  contribute.  If  the  minds  of 
any  of  us  have  heretofore  been  infected  with  a  spirii 
of  division,  which  had  not  its  foundation  in  a  dif 
ference  of  principle;  if  the  conduct  of  any  has  been 
hitherto  influenced  by  unmerited  partiality  or  un- 
iust  resentment,  let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
period  has  now  arrived  w];en  the  p^iblic  good,  and 
public  justice  imperiously  require  the  extinguish- 
jnent  of  that  spirit,  and  the  pursuance  of  a  course 
of  conduct  that  will  do  justice  and  do  good. 

Having  made  these  observations,  I  proceed  to 
give  you  such  inforHiation  of  the  state  of  the  govern- 
inent  as  is  in  my  possession,  and  respectfully  to  re- 
commend to  your  consideration  the  adoption  of 
some  qf  tliose  measures  which  appear  to  me  the 
jpost  advisable. 

The  treasury  will  be  found  in  a  state  of  presen\ 
embarrassment,  wlien  ihe  reports  of  the  proper  offi- 
cers are  laid  before  you;  the  credit  of  the  slate  i.s 
consequently  impaired.  Ji  is  believed,  however, 
with  a  proper  ariai'gement  of  the  grants  and  dona- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  that  in  changing  the  system  of  tax- 
ation, which  must  necessarily  be  done,  the  burthen 
cf  taxes  upon  jntlividuals  need  not  be  increased. 
■ft  is  due  lo  the  claimaiUs,  and  the  the  public  inte- 
rest requires,  that  claims  now  due,  and  unpaid  at 
the  treasury,  should  be  s])eedily  satisfied;  for  this 
purpose  I  recommend  the  propriety  of  authorising, 
by  law,  the  borrowing,  on  the  credit  of  the  slate, 
p.n  amotmt  of  money  sulficient  to  answer  those  de- 
nian''ti,  at  such  a  rate  of  intert.'it,  and  upon  such 
condilions  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe. 

The  code  of  laws  adopted  and  enacted  under  the 
territorial  government  requires  a  thorough  revision 
—rsome  of  those  laws  will  be  found  illy  adapted  to 
<!>ar  changeof  condition,  whilstothers  willdoublless 
be  expunged  as  useless  and  inapplicable.  ^\no  upou 


this  suhjecT,  permit  me  to  remark  that,  ir,  many  c,i- 
ses,  the  punishment  for  crimes  is  unnecessarily  se- 
vere. This  degree  of  severity  h;is,  no  doubt, been  oc- 
rasioned.in  some  measure,  by  the  want  of  jails  and 
S';itable  places  of  confinement.  I  therefore  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  law,  making  it  obligatory 
upon  the  several  counties  to  build  strong  sub«tan. 
ti",l  prisons.  If  the  prospect  io  our  finances  will 
ju'stifv  tlie  measure,  the  erection  of  a  state  prison, 
to  confine  tlie  more  heinous  offenders,  wherein  t!  ey 
maybe  puni-hed  by  confiuement,  and  at  the  same 
time,  work  out  the  er.peofies  thereof,  will  serve 
the  purposes  of  pimishr^ent,  and  at  no  distant  pe- 
riod, produce  a  revenue  to  the  s'ate. 

The  subject  of  educalion,  (the  means  for  which 
have  been  so  amply  provided  bv  the  bounty  of  the 
general   government,)  cannot  fail  to  engross    your 
serious  attention.     It  would  be  well  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  or  eleciion  of  trustees    in   each 
tov.'n^hip  sufficiently  populated,  and  empower  them 
to  lease,  for  limited  periods,  the   section  reserved 
nnd  granted  for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  same: 
reqiiiring    them  to  appropriate  the   rents   arising 
therefrom  to  such  use  and  in  tlie  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.     The  townships  of  land  which  have 
been  granted  to  the  state  for  the  use  of  a  semina- 
ry of  learning,  cannot,  it  is  believed,  be.  so  dispos- 
ed of  at   present  as  to    aiitUorise  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  commence  the  undertaking;  but  at   least  a 
part  of  them  may  be  leased,  and    tJie  rents  arising 
therefrom    may  be  laid  up  or  vested  in  some  pro- 
ductive fund,    as  a  sncred  deposit,  to  be  liereafler 
appropri.ated   to  Use   object  for    which  the  grants 
were  made.     Such  a  course  will  render  those  lands 
productive,    and  when    the  period    shall  arrive    at 
whicli  it  may  be  advisable  to  sell  them,  they  v.'ill  be 
extensively   improved   and  of  great  value.     Tliese 
donations,  togetker  with  the  per  centum  upon  the 
nett  proceeds  arising"  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
witiiin  the  state,  wbich  have  been  appropriated  for 
similar    purposes,   with   proper   arrangement,  will 
create  a  fund  sufficiently  large  to  educate  the  chil- 
dren of  the  state  to   the  remotest  period  of  time. 
It  is   our  imperious  duty,   fiir  the  f^nithfi-il  perfor- 
mance of  which  weans  answerable  to  God  and  our 
country,  to  watch    over    this  interesting  subject. 
No  employment  can  be  more  engaging  than  that 
of  husbanding  those  resources  which   will  spread 
through  all  classes  of  (uir  fellow  citizens  the  means 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge — which,  in  the  freedom 
of  our  institutions,  will  make  the  child  of  the  pooi- 
est  parent  a  useful  member  of  society  and  an  orna- 
ment to  his   country — and  which,   by  enlightening 
the  mind,   will  lead  to  new  discoveries  in  the  arts, 
and  to  new  improvements  in  agriculture,  commerce 
and  u  anufactiires. 

Some  provisions  by  Vtw,  authorising  the  leasing 
of  the  Suit  Sprii>gs,  and  the  lands  granted  for  the 
use  of  Ihe  same,  will  be  necessary,  an.i  1  liave  no 
doubt  that  an  as'^ignment  of  the  lease  whicii  was 
entered  into  by  the  present  lessees  of  the  Oliio  Sa- 
line, and  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
would  be  readily  made  to  the  state  upon  applica- 
tion. A  valuable  saline  has  been  discovered  ou 
Shoal  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Bond,  and  but  a  sin- 
i^le  sccliou  of  land  bus  been  reserved  for  its  use. 
If  a  larger  j;r.'mt  of  wood  land,  contiguous  thereto, 
could  be  p:  ocured,  it  would  be  found  highly  ad- 
Vaiit.ige;  ua. 

Po:;<essrd  of  a  country  not  s'U'passcd  for  the  frr- 
tilily  of  its  soil,  inlerstcted  an^!  almost  sturounded 
by  lakes  and  rivers  convenient  for  navigation,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  means  rtquisite  for 
the  i.ommer.ccnieul  of  any  iiitei-nal  improvemeut.Bf 


NILES'  REGISTER— NOVEMBER  14,  1 81 8— VPPER  CANADA.  1^3 


consequence  are  not  witliin  cir  possession.  The 
money  w hie !i  h's  been  appropriaied,  ;iiul  which  if. 
to  be  disbursed  Tindpr  the  direction  of  conp^ress  in 
making' roads  leadinp  to  the  state,  would  go  fartc 
improve  the  navig'al  ion  of  our  water  courses;  in  a 
fe\y  years,  it  is  believed,  t!iat  fund  will  accnmula^t. 
to  an  amiMint  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
cutting-  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Like  Mi 
r.liigan  and  the  Illinois  river.  The  advantages  re- 
sulting from  such  a  work  are  too  obvious  to  ye^ 
quire  comment.  By  means  thereof,  together  with 
the  canal  connecting  the  waters  of  Luke  Erie  ^nd 
HuOson  river,  whi^-h  is  already  in  a  state  of  great 
lorii'a!  dness,  a  water  communication  from  our  very 
floors  will  be  opened  to  the  Atlantic,  by  'vay  ofj'ie 
lakes.  I  therefore  rf.c  >mmend  an  early  applica- 
tion  to  the  congress  of  the  Unised  Stiies  to  pro- 
cure such  a  change  in  the  disposition  of  that  fund 
as  to  make  it  applicable  to  the  furtherance  of  so 
desirable  a  purpose— Such  a  measure  is  advisable 
in  apolitical  as  veil  as  commercial  point  of  view. 
The  bond  ofunlrm  betneen  the  eastern  and_  wes- 
tern  stalei^  will  be  strengthened  by  constant  inter- 
course and  common  interest. 

Your  duties  at  t'le  present  session  will  be  various 
and  extensive,  among  which,  the  jurisdiction  to  be 
assigned  to  the  courts  established  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  sys'em  of  practice  to  be  pursued 
therein;  the  organization  of  the  militia  and  the  ap- 
pointment  of  public  officers  of  the  state,  and  the 
difiniiio;)  i.f  their  respective  powers  and  duties,  are 
all  important. 

Bffore  1  conclude,  permit  me  to  CMigratulate 
you,  an  1  throuerh  you.  'tiv  fellow  citizens  at  large, 
upon  tiie  l:tte  liappy  change  in  our  form  of  govern- 
ment. Mav  your  cmduct  be  characterized  by 
that  wistlom,  prudence  and  unanimity  which  will 
j)reserve  our  liberties  inviolate:  and  ruise  the  cha- 
racter of  our  beautiful  state-- and  may  that  Almigh- 
ty Being,  from  whose  goo  Iness  and  bounty  all  the 
blessings  we  enjoy  have  <^m;iiiated,  be  present  in 
your  councils  and  bless  the  mea*'ires  of  your  ad"p. 
tion.  SHADllACil  BOND. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPKESENTATIVKS. — OCT.   10. 

Mr.  Smiih,  from  the  joint  conmiitee  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  present  lessees  of  the  Oliio  or 
Wabijsh  S>dine,  reported  as  follows: 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
lessees  of  the  Ohio  Saline,  beg  leave  to  report: 
That  they  have  performed  tliat  duty,  and  upon  ex- 
smination,  find  that  they  have  a  tease  from  the 
United  States  for  that  plare,  wiiich  will  not  expire 
until  the  19th  day  of  June,  1820.  Agreeable  to 
that  lease,  it  will  yield  to  riiis  slate,  a  revenue  of 
S2ol!i  75,  per  iinnitm.  The  lessees  propose  to  sur- 
render to  tlie  U.iited  S*ates,  on  condition  tiiat  the 
contract  Ufay  be  transferred  to  this  slate,  provided 
the  present  general  assembly  will  pnss  a  law  au- 
thorising some  persons  to  ex  cute  a  lease  to  them, 
to  include  the  whole  of  tiie  year  1820.  So  soon 
as  it  shall  be  known  that  the  general  government 
has  agreed  to  the  transfer,  they  propose  the  fol- 
lowing terms,  viz.  They  agree  to  pay  to  the  state, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to 
commence  from  the  passage  of  such  law,  if  permit- 
ted to  sell  their  salt  at  one  dollar  and  iwenty  five 
cents  per  b  ishel;  otherwise  they  will  puy  to  the 
state  §10,000  per  annum,  and  be  permitted  to  sell 
the  salt  at  gl  50  per  bushel.  In  either  case,  the 
rent  to  be  paid  half  yearly  in  the  bank  of  Illinois, 
at  Shawneetown.  Their  propositions  marked  A 
and  B,  are  herewith  subinitied;  from  which  it  will  be 
seen,  that  Jonathan  Taylor,  a  le^see  of  one  fifth  part 
;*{'said  works,  claims  an  exempti'ju  from  the  rise  of 


rent,  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  in  consequence 
of  improveir.ents  made  by  him  at  the  said  saline — 
Yourcomi'iiUeehowevercannot  discover  in  the  said 
Taylor's  lease,  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment HUthorising  him  to  make  such  improve". 
ments,lMit  from  inf^^rmation  given  to  your  commit- 
tee by  govppnor  Edwards,  who  heretoft>re  bad  the 
superiiiipndance  of  said  saline,  it  appears  that  the 
general  government  always  remunerated  persons 
•■aiking  valuable  improvements  there,  such  particu- 
larly, as  those  reported  and  believed  to  have  been 
mad'-  by  'h"  said  Taylor:  on  being  allowed  as  afore- 
Kaid,  T'.yl  .r  agrees  to  relinquish  all  claim  on  the 
ceneral  p-''vernment  of  this  state  for  said  im- 
provemenis. — Your  committe  further  repor'  tuat 
from  the  best  information  they  have  been  able  to 
procure  upon  thesuhj'ict,  they  are  of  opinion  that 
the  propnsi'ion  to  pay  ^8,000  per  annum,  and  sell 
X\\^  Silt  Rt  5^1  25  per  busnel,  will  be  most  condu- 
c've  to  the  interest  of  the  state.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 


Upper  Canada. 

Thi-  Parliament  of  Upper  Cafmda  met  at  York  on 
the  I4th  ult.  The  Session  w;<s  opene  1  wi'h  a  .short 
speech  by  the  new  Governor,  sir  Peretfrine  Jlaitland. 
The  following  pass'Xge  from  this  speech  alludes  to 
the  late  convention  wiiich  was  convened  through 
the  influence  of  a  Mr  Gourlay  from  England: 

"In  the  course  of  your  investigation,  you  will,  fs 
doubt  not,  feel  a  just  indignation  at  the  attempt 
w'-.icli  has  been  made  to  excite  discontent  and  to 
organize  sedition.  Should  it  appear  to  yon  that  a 
convention  of  delegates  cannot  exist  without  dan. 
ger  to  the  constitwtion,  in  framing  a  law  of  preven- 
tion, your  dispassionate  wisdom  will  be  careful 
that  it  shall  not  unwarily  trespass  on  the  sacred 
riofht  of  the  subject,  to  seek  a  redress  of  his  grie- 
vances by  petition." 

To  this  passage  the  "legislative  concil"  thus  re- 
ply: 

"We  shall  at  all  times  feel  a  just  indignation  at 
every  attempt  which  may  excite  discontent  or  or. 
ganize  sedition,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  us  that  a 
convention  of  delegates  cannot  exist  without  dan- 
ger to  the  constitution,  in  framing  a  law  of  preven- 
tion, we  will  be  careful  that  this  shall  not,  unwari- 
ly, trespass  on  the  sacred  right  of  the  subject,  to 
seek  a  redres<  of  his  grievances  by  petition." 

To  the  same  paragraph,  the  "commons  house  of 
assembly"  reply  as  follows: — 

"We  feel  a  jusl  indignation  at  the  systematic  at- 
tempts that  have  been  made  to  excite  discontent 
and  organize  sedition  in  this  hapoy  colofiy,  whilst 
the  usual  and  constitutional  mode  of  appeal  for 
real  or  supposed  grievances  has  ever  been  open  In 
the  p -ople  of  this  province,  never  refused  or  even 
appedcd  to,  and  deeply  lament  that  the  insidiou.s 
designs  of  one  factious  individual  should  have  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  into  the  support  of  his  vile  ma- 
chinations, so  many  honest  men  and  loyal  subjects 
to  his  majesty.  We  remember  that  this  favored 
land  was  assigned  to  our  fathers  as  a  retreat  for 
tufjering  loyalty,  and  not  a  sanctuary  for  sedition. 
In  the  course  of  our  investigation  should  it  appear 
to  this  house  that  a  convention  of  delegates  cannot 
exist  without  danger  to  the  constitution,  in  fram- 
ing a  law  of  prevention,  we  will  carefully  distin- 
guis!)  between  such  convention  and  the  lawful 
act  of  the  subject  in  petitioning  for  a  redress  of 
real  or  imaginary  greivances,  that  sacred  right  of 
every  British  subject,  which  we  will  ever  hold  in 
violable." 
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'    Law  Intelligence. 

From  the  Franklin  Gazrtte. 
A  novel  and  very  important  question  of  law,  as 
respects  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  court3  in 
admiralty  ajid  maritime  cases,  has  been  decided 
by  tlia  juclg-es  of  tlie  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  during  their  present  session  in  Pliiladelphia. 
The  question  arose  out  of  a  warrant  of  attachment 
issued  from  tlie  circui^  court  of  tlie  United  States 
for  the  Rhode  Island  district,  ter'ed  on  the  8th 
July,  1818,  directed  to  the  marsbals  of  the  districts 
of  llliode  Island,  New  York  and  the  eastern  and 
western  disiricls  of  Pennsylvania.  This  warrant 
re&iling  that  the  ship  Frances  and  cargo  were  con- 
deinntd  as  prize  to  the  captors  in  the  Rhode  Island 
district  in  the  year  1813,  a  certain  bale  or  box  of 
merchandize,  part  of  that  cargo,  had  by  mistake, 
been  delivered  to  a  certain  James  Stewart,  and 
taken  out  of  tiiat  district,  that  after  monition,  dis- 
obedience, contemjit  and  w;irrant  of  attachment, 
Stewart  had  absconded  from  the  United  States,  and 
that,  on  the  representation  of  Stewart's  pj-ocior  and 
l!ie  captors,  that  Pdcr  Graham,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  in  possession  of  the  said  box  or  bale  of  mer- 
chandize, or  the  proceeds  tliereof,  a  monition  had 
been  issued  to,  and  served  up^n  him  to  bring  in  the 
same;  and  that,  he  Laving  disobeyed  the  monition, 
and  being  in  contempt  therefor,  the  warrant  in  ques- 
tion issued,  whicli  commanded  the  marshals  to 
whom  it  r.as  directed  in  the  name  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  to  attacli  and  arrest  the  said 
Peter  Graham  if  to  be  fmnd  in  their  districts,  re- 
spectively, and  hold  him  in  close  custody  to  answer 
said  court  for  hi?  contempt:  or  if  he  cannot  be  found 
v/ithin  the  districts,  respectively,  then  to  seiza  and 
sf.qjjester  the  goods  and  eifects  of  Peter  Graham 
to  the  amount  of  S2000. 

The  marslial  having  taken  Mr.  Graham  into  cus- 
tody by  virtue  of  this  v.arrant  of  aUachment,  he 
sued  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  purpose  of 
contesting  the  lawfulness  of  the  confinement.  Mr. 
Kinney  was  heard  on  the  part  of  Mr^  Graham  on 
Jlonday  last,  denyinpr  the  power  of  any  district  or 
circuit  court  of  the  tJnited  States  to  send  or  exe- 
cute its  process  cut  c  f  the  district  over  which  sucli 
court  presides;  and  denying  the  legality  of  this  pro- 
cess in  particular,  because  Graham  never  was  a 
party  to  the  proceeding  in  Rhode  Island;  and  also 
questioning  the  vaiidi'y  of  ihe  warrant  on  various 
points  of  form.  The  court  in  consideration  of  the 
r.ovelty  and  gre.it  importi.r.ce  of  the  question,  re- 
quested the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Inge  rsoll,  to  ar- 
gue it  in  support  of  the  warrant,  which  be  under- 
took to  do  accordingly,  but  asked  for  a  few  dajs 
t'.me  to  examine  it.  TJie  court  ilicrefore  postponed 
the  argument  until  Friday,  when  it  was  resumed  hy 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  s'ipnort  of  tlie  warrant,  and  Mr. 
Cliauncey  in  reply  and  conclusion  against  it.  In 
svipport  of  the  warrant,  it  was  contended  that  the 
C'uiytitution  and  laws  had  given  to  the  several 
courts  of  tlie  United  States  all  admiral'y  and  mari- 
time jurisdiction,  without  other  limitation  than  the 
cases  tl^emselves,  or  suliject  matter  required,  and 
that  as  respected  place  there  v.'as  no  limit  to  tl.eir 
j-trisdiction;  that  tins  being  a  case  (>f  prize,  in  wliich 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Khode  Island  admiralty 
court  !iad  once  attaclitd  by  possession  of  the  tiling, 
iis  piocess  would  reach  all  tiie  incidents  and  con- 
sfqr.ences  of  such  a  case;  and  that  by  the  practice 
a.;i]  principles  of  all  pi'iz?  courts,  wiiich  are  intcrua- 
tlim  d,  not  municipal  tribunals,  they  are  not  coi.- 
fcned  to  or  by  territorial  linnitations. 

iJn  Saturday  morning,  jud^e  Wasliington  deliver- 


ed the  opinion  of  tl)e  court,  stating,  that  though 
during  the  argument  the  judges  were  not  without 
some  doubt  on  the  subject,  yet  they  had  determiiied 
to  discharge  Mr.  Graham  from  custody  on  thft 
ground  that  the  several  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  are  limited  in  their  jurisdic-  ' 
tion  to  the  territorial  districts,  to  which  they  are 
respectively  allotted  in  their  organizaiion,  and  can- 
not extend  their  process  beyond  their  local  limits, 
except  in  certain  cases  specially  provided  for  by 
law,  of  which  this  is  not  one. 

Law  of  New  Jersey. 

The  slave  tuadk.  Wetrust  the  act  of  tlie  state 
of  New  Jersey,  inserted  below,  may  be  elfectuaj 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  scenes  so  shocking  to 
humanity  as  the  people  of  that  state  and  several 
others,  have  latterly  been  compelled  to  witness—- 
scenes  that  would  have  disgraced  a  land  of  pagans^ 
— in  wliich  father  and  son  chained  together,  were  • 
lashed  from  the  wife  and  mother,  by  infamous  men 
calling  themselves  christians — whose  trade  it  was  to 
deal  in  human  flesh;  who  ought  to  be  more  respect- 
ed for  butchering  and  exposing  pieces  of  negro- 
beef  for  sale  on  the  public  shambles,  than  for  their 
cruel  dealings  in  live  stock. 

STATE    OFSEW-JEHSEY. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  slaves,  or  ser- 
vants of  color,  out  of  this  state. 

Sec.  1 .  He  it  enacted  by  ihe.council  and  general  as- 
semb'y  of  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tftff 
authority  of  the  same,  That  no  negro  or  other  slave' 
or  servant  of  color  for  life  or  years,  shall  hereafter 
be  removed,  exported  or  carried  out  of  this  state 
except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  anj- person  shall 
send  to  sea,  or  export,  or  attempt  to  export  from 
this  state,  or  send  or  carry  out  of,  or  attempt  to 
send  or  carry  out  of  this  state,  except  as  is  by  tliis 
act  provided,  any  slave  or  servant  of  color,  for  life 
or  yenrs,  every  person  so  exporting,  or  attempting 
to  export,  or  sending,  or  carrying  out  of  this,  or 
attempting  to  send  or  cany  out  of  this  state,  such 
slave  or  servant,  and  his,  her  or  their  aiders  and 
and  abettors,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
on  conviction,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less 
than  1000  nor  more  than  2000  dollars,  or  imprison- 
ment  to  hard  labor  for  any  term  not  less  than  two 
nor  more  than  four  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court.  And  further  that  every  slave  or  ser- 
vant so  exported  or  carried  out  of  this  state,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  exported  or  carried  out  of  this  state, 
or  sent  to  sea,  shall  be  free. 

Sec.  J.  And  belt  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
hereafter  sell,  transferor  assign,  any  slave  or  ser- 
vant of  color  for  life  or  years,  to  any  noa-resident  or 
person  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  or  to 
any  person  intending  to  remove,  or  export,  or  carry 
such  slave  or  servant  out  of  this  state,  every  per- 
son so  knowingly  selling,  transferring  or  assigning, 
such  slave  or  servant,  shall  be  deemed  guiliy  of  a 
iiiisdeinear:or,  and  on  conviction,  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  not  less  than  500  nor  more  than  1000  dollars, 
or  by  imprisonment  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more 
than  two  jears,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  And  further,  that  every  slave  or  servant  so 
sold,  transferred  or  assigned  to  any  non-resident  or 
person  not  being  an  inliabi.ant  of  this  state,  or  to 
any  person,  intending  to  remove  or  export,  or  carry 
away  such  slive  or  servant  out  of  this  slate,  shall  bs 
free. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  sh&U 
purchase,  or  take  a  transfer,  or  assignmeut  of  any 
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slave  or  servMnt  of  color  for  life  or  jeiiTs,  wiih  a 
tlesif-^n  or  intent  to  export,  or  send,  or  carry  suc'u 
slave  or  servant  out  of'^his  state,  such  persoi' sb;;il 
be  devrmed  guiby  of  a  ml'^deiT.eanor,  ai'd  on  Cfn',  Ic- 
liun  shs.li  he  punished  by  fine,  not  less  than  1000  Jo' 
1  ^rs  nor  more  than  2000,  or  by  imprisonment  at  hiiJ 
l.ihornot  less  tlian  tv  o  uny  more  than  four  years, 
(.,:•  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  And  fuiher, 
tliii  every  slave  or  servant  so  purchased,  transfer- 
j'ed  or  asaigned,  shall  be  free. 

The  following  resolvuions  were  also  passed  dur- 
iiif!  the  session,  which  closed  last  v/eek: 

Jiesolvcd,  That  the  senators  and  representatives 
of  *hi*  state  In  the  conj^i-ess  of  the  United  Stale  =  , 
be  requested  to  use  their  em'.et.Vi.):  s  to  procure  thf 
passingof  an  act  of  congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  prevent  the  Iransporta'ion  of  sl^.ve.-;  or  servants 
of  color  from  any  state  to  any  otlier  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  where,  by  the  laws  of  such 
state,  such  trausportatiotj  is  prohibited. 

Hesohed,  Tliat  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to 
each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this 
State  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 


Agriculture. 

Address  of  ROTERNoa  cli^tox  to  thk  aohiccltu- 

BAt  SOCIETY    OF  JEFFEHSOB    COr>TY. 

J\lr.  president,  and  gentlemen   of  the  agriculiitral  so- 
ciety of  Jefferson  county: 

Independently  of  the  fluttering  references  which 
have  been  made  in  the  very  able  address  just  de- 
livered, and  which  demand  my  sincere  acknow- 
ledgments, it  would  be  difiicult  forme  to  refrain 
from  expretsing  the  high  gratification  which  1  h,ave 
derived  from  the  first  exhibition  of  this  i-especta- 
ble  association. 

When  we  resollect  that  scarcely  twenty  years 
Iiave  passed  away  since  the  first  injiabitant  erected 
his  hut  in  this  county;  and  v;hen  we  see  that  it  now 
contains  floarishiug  villages  and  a  considerable 
population,  characterized,  as  the  proceedings  of 
this  day  evince,  by  intelligent  views  and  well  di- 
rected exertions;  that  its  soil  is  uncommonly  fer- 
tile, and  its  climate  erainently  salubrious;  and  when 
we  consider,  that,  with  the  nattiral  advantages 
which  flow  from  it.s  extensive  connection  with  our 
interior  seas,  2nd  the  artificial  facilities  which  it 
will  derive  from  the  improvement  of  our  internal 
navigation,  the  markets  of  the  north  and  the  south 
will  he  open  to  productions — we  must  be  persuad- 
ed, that  the  attainment  of oFpopulation  and 

exuberance  of  wealth,  depends  entirely  upon  your 
selves. 

You  have,  gentlemen,  wisely  chonen  the  tn;c 
road  which  leads  to  prosperity.  Agriculture  is  the 
source  of  subsisteace;  subsistence  is  the  ba.'iis  of 
population;  and  population  is  tiie  foundation  of  pros- 
perity  and  power.  Agriculture  is  also  the  parent 
of  individual  and  national  opulence.  It  compre- 
hends in  its  operations,  all  the  sources  of  wealth.. 
It  employs  land,  labor,  and  capital.  It  comprises 
the  cultivation  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  embra- 
ces almost  every  method  of  obtaining  food  by  labor, 
and  includes  the  raising  of  domestic  anim.als,  he- 
cause  that  employment  is  necessarily  identified 
with  the  cultivation  of  vej];etablc  food.  And  as  the 
prosperity  of  a  country  essentially  depends  ui>on 
the  quantity  of  surplus  pro(hice  derived  fi  om  the 
S(.il,  a!id  as  the  amount  of  tiie  materials  of  subsis- 
tence will  always  be  regulated  by  the  exertions  of 
agriculture,  it  is  evident  that  its  benefits  in  these 


respects  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated.  Bui 
whe.rj  we  further  reflect,  that  it  is  favorable  to  ex- 
ercise, tlie  guardian  of  health — to  contemplation, 
th.e  parent  of  wisdom — to  activity,  the  friend  of  vir- 
tue; and  Cio  adopt  the  emphatic  language  of  a  su- 
blime i.'oet)  to  lint 

"Sweet  peace,  wliieh  goodnes*  bosoms  ever,"  , 

we  must  ;,U  idmit,  that  as  it  was  the  first,  it  is  also 
the  be-t  pursuit  of  mankind. 

Among  the  vari(ais  measures  adopted  for  the 
pronionon  of  this  pursuit,  and  its  invariable  coir, 
panion,  domestic  manufactures,  the  most  tfl'ecturil 
is  the  establishment  of  societies  for  the  collection 
and  diffusion  cf  information,  and  for  the  excitement 
of  industry  and  emulation.  This  plan  has  been  adopt- 
ed in  this  county,  and  a  wise  legislature  v.'ill  che- 
rish such  institutions  with  extraordinary  patronage. 
It  is  pleasing  to  see  at  the  head  of  this  establishment 
distinguished  men,  applying  with  so  much  public 
spirit  the  gifts  of  nature,  the  endowments  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  bounties  of  fortune,  to  the  improver 
ment  of  this  favoured  region.  It  is  gr.atifving  to 
perceive  men  who  have  encircled  themselves  with 
high  renown,  .ind  elevated  the  character  of  theii* 
country,  planting  the  olive  by  the  laurel,  and  cul- 
tivating the  arts  of  peace  with  the  same  ze:il  and 
ability  with  which  they  directed  tlie  storm  of  war. 
And  it  Is  a  subject  of  high  felicitation  to  witnffi^ 
this  confederacy  of  scientific  and  practical  men,  to 
bel.old  the  experienced  agriculturist  and  enlight- 
ened professional  man  combining  their  powers  in 
favor  of  agriculture  and  domestic  manufacture?, 
and  devising  ways  and  means  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic prosperity. 

There  was  a  period  of  danger  when  the  eyes  of 
the  people  of  this  state  were  directed  with  pecidi- 
al  anxiety  to  this  region;  when  you  psssed  wjih  ho- 
nor  through  the  difficulties  with  which  you  wc:  ": 
environed,  and  vindicated  the  character  of  Amerir 
ca  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  On  this  disy  the  pub- 
lic eye  is  fixed  on  you  with  equal  attention,  to 
view  the  prosperity  of  your  agriculture,  and  the 
wide-spreading  and  far-extending  progress  of  your 
useful  improvements;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that 
there  will  be  no  disappointment.  T'le  distingui'li- 
ed  gentlemen  v;ho  have  united  with  me  in  iliis  vi- 
sit, also  unite  with  me  in  this  expression  of  appro- 
bation. We  offer  you  our  best  acknow'.edgm'i'.'j 
for  your  friendly  invitation  and  cordial  recepiio", 
and  we  humbly  implore  the  blessings  of  the  Air 
mighty  on  you  individually  and  collectively,  and 
on  the  inhabitants  in  general  of  this  flourishing 
county. 


New  States. 

FHOTVITRE  ST.  LOUIS  EN  flU  IlUn. 

The  JV.inois  atdte  is  going  into  operation  undef 
the  cons'i'ution  which  it  has  just  formed.  Tlie 
election  is  just  held  for  the  members  of  the  first 
legislature  vuidei"  t'le  s'ate  government.  A  rr- 
preseiitative  to  congrcis  will  be  elected  at  the 
same  time.  The  legislature  will  meet  in  Octobt^r, 
in  time  to  appoint  two  senators  to  sit  in  the  ne^t 
congress. 

The  Illinois  will  be  the  t-vcnly  first  in  the  nume- 
rical order  of  the  state?;  th.e  sccoiid  in  territorial 
extent;  and  \.\\e  first  in  richness  of  soil  and  tapaciiy 
for  sn.pportinga  dense  populatio?'.. 

The  .Missouri  teiritory  will  be  formed  into  a  state 
this  winter.  She  will  be  No.  22  in  the  union,  and 
will  be  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude,  if  justice  ja 
done  her  in  the  next  congress. 

The  Alabama  territory  will  probably  become  a 
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state  this  winter.  Tier  inhabitants  are'^g'etting'  up 
petitions  to  that  efT^ct;  and  taking  her  pop.ilation 
to  be  upwards  of  60,000,  the  success  of  tlie  appli- 
cation will  be  a  matter  of  course.  The  thirteen 
TTnited  States  nf  America  will  then  be  twenty  three 
in  number.  Such  is  the  march  of  liberty  when  sci- 
ence directs  her  steps. 

The  follu'vinp  winter  will  likewise  probably  see 
the  erection  of  two  new  territorial  governments. 

1.  The  Red  river,  and  the  country  which  lies 
S(?nth  of  it  towards  the  gulph  of  Mexico.  The 
proximity  of  this  district  'o  New  Mexico,  the  set- 
tlcmepts  forming  on  the  Trinity  and  Galvezton,  and 
the  tide  of  emig^ratton  winch  is  now  flowing  up  the 
Tied  river,  may  require  the  presence  of  a  vigoroas 
local  government  to  prevent  the  irregulsritie?) 
which  might  otherwise  happen  on  a  territory  so  ex 
posed  and  so  remote  fiom  the  national  power. 

2.  T/i«  A^'orth  IVest  territory. — This  name  was  f)r- 
merly  given  to  all  that  country  w'lich  lies  in  the  forks 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio;  but  since  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  hare  been  carved  out 
ofii,  the  name  is  confined  to  tV,e  district  which  lies 
towards  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  bcmded 
by  lake  Superior  to  the  north,  and  by  lake  Michi- 
gan io  the  east.  It  is  stjll  a  great  territory,  tliongh 
reduced  by  the  formation  of  such  considerable 
states.  It  is  still  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the 
state  of  Virginia,  and  comprises  the  ancient  French 
settlement  of  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Green  Bay.  It 
also  comprises  the  rich  copper  mines  on  Coppermine 
river,  wiiich  have  been  so  long  and  unaccouniably 
neglected  Sy  the  Americ;m  government.  Another 
interesting  feature  in  this  territory  is  the  nesr  ap- 
proach to  each  other  of  the  Ouiscotmn  and  the  Fox 
rivers,  which  form  the  channel  of  conaraunication 
between  tiie  Mississippi  and  lake  Michigan,  and 
was  the  route  followed  by  tlie  French  when  they 
discovered  the  Mississippi  in  the  year  1673 

Prairie  du  Chien  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisco.nsin, 
is  a  t>  oroughfare  of  li>dians  and  Indi;tn  traders, 
and  wouid  be  a  suitable  place  for  the  residence  of 
a  governor  and  superintendant  of  Indian  affairs. 


IMiiieralogy. 

M.  Brongniart  has  lately  published  a  work  on 
IMineralogy,  from  which  we  extract  the  following 
account  of  gold  and  silver  of  different  countries, 
from  1790  to  1802:  gold— African,  1500  kilogram- 
mes; Siberia,  in  Asia  1700— Hungary,  650;  Sultz- 
burg,  75,  the  other  Austrian  states,  conjointly  witli 
Saxon V,  Norway,  Sweden,  France,  Spain,  8ic.  75 
Total  furnished  by  tlie  old  world,  4,000  kilogram- 
jxies. — North  America,  1,600  kilogrammes;  Spanish 
South  America,  including  Chili,  Peru,  Santa  Fe, 
&c.  5,000.  The  Portuguese  possessions,  7,500. 
Total  prodticed  by  the  new  world,  14,100  kilogram- 
jnes — making  a  total  of  about  18,000  kilogrammes 
of  gold. 

During  the  same  period,  Siberia  has  produced 
17,500  kilogrammes  of  silver — Hungary,  20.000 — 
Saltzburgh,  5,000;  the  Austrian  states,  5,000— 
ITesse  and  the  adjacent  movmtains,  10,000;  Saxony, 
10,000;  Norway,  Sweden,  France,  Spain,  &c.  5,000. 
--Total,  72,500  kilogrammes.  North  America, 
600,000— Spanish  South  America,  275,000— Total 
furnished  by  America,  875,000  kilognimmes,  mak- 
ing a  grand  total  of  947,500  kilogrammes  of  silver. 
These  different  quantities  of  gold  and  silver  have 
been  employed  in  European  conimerce,  and  aug- 
mented the  circulating  medium  54,300,000  francs 
in  gold,  and  I. "9  500,000  francs  in  silver— being 
about  48  millions  of  dollars. 


Fifty 


years  ago. 

A  gentleman  of  that  city  has  f;  vered  the  editors 
of  the  New  York  Gazette  "with  The  Leed's  J\Ierciiry 
of  January  3,  1769.  Among  other  articles  it  con- 
tains the  following: 

•'  Mtples,  December  1. — Sixteen  thousand  per- 
sons have  died  here  of  the  small  pox,  but  the  fury  of 
that  distemper  begins  to  abate." 

"Boston,  November  17.  1768— On  Tuesd.ay  a 
complaint  was  lodged  bef  >re  Richard  Dana,  and 
John  RusJdock,  Esqrs.  Justices,  against  one  nf  H.  M. 
Captains,  charging  him  witli  advising  a  number  oi 
slaves  to  cut  their  masters'  throats.  The  Captain 
•.vas  ordered  to  give  bond  to  answer  at  the  next 
assize. 

"  Several  of  the  transports  with  the  64th  regiment 
have  arrived.  The  Hussar  frigate  is  still  out  " — 
[The  remains  of  the  Hussar  now  lie  on  the  bottom 
ueai-  Hell  Gite.] 

_*'  Charleston,  S.  C.  Nov.  14.  1768.— Since  the  be- 
ginning of  this  month,  several  quantites  of  excel- 
lent tobacco  made  in  the  setlleriients,  have  been 
brought  to  this  market,  and  miifht  be  made  an  arti- 
cle of  export."     [How  the  times  have  improved!] 

"  The  quantity  of  new  rice  exported  to  this  day, 
in  eight  diflTerent  vessels,  is  1660  barrels — the 
price  is  still  70s." 

"  London,  December  29.— Tlte  ladies  of  distinc- 
tion at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  have  determin- 
ed to  bestow  on  the  poor  all  their  winnings  at  cards 
during  the  Holy  days." 

"  Next  term  the  attorneys  who  are  properly  ad- 
mitted, are  to  appear  in  their  gowns,  so  that  they 
may  be  distinguished  from  iietty  fopgers,  who  at- 
tempt to  practice  without  any  real  authority. 

"  We  learn  from  Bos'on,  that  nn  unfortunate  dis- 
pute has  occurred  between  the  military  and  ma- 
gistracy of  that  town,  and  that  two  of  the  revenue 
officers  had  thrown  up  their  commissions." 

♦'Yesterday  Mr,  Wilkes  received  the  sacrament 
in  the  chapel  of  the  king's  bench  prison,  in  order  to 
qualify  him  for  the  post  lie  is  soliciting." 


Captain  Aslimead. 

The  following  epitaph  was  written  by  capt.  Asjh- 
mead,a  very  old  and  respectable  citizen  of  P'liladel- 
phia,  who  died  at  an  advanced  age,  a  few  months 
since.  It  presents  the  curious  fact  of  his  hjiving 
performed  one  hundred  voyages,  which  we  believe 
has  never  <.ccurred  to  any  other  individual;  we  had 
often  heard  this  fact  mentioned,  and  are  liappy  to 
have  it  substantiated  from  so  high  and  credible  a 
source  as  capt.  Ashmead,  who  has  given  it  to  the 
world  on  the  most  solemn  occasion. 

The  writer  and  subject  of  the  epitaph,  after  hav- 
ing passed  on  the  ocean  what  might  be  termed  a 
long  life,  and  after  having  completed  his  hundrcth 
voyage,  many  of  which  were  to  Europe,  and  some 
to  the  East-Indies,  at  last  determined  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  days  on  shore;  he  was  soon  after- 
wards appointed  chief  warden  of  the  port  of  Pliila- 
delphia;  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  this  office, 
he  gave  universal  satisfaction  and  obiained  for  him- 
self great  credit  and  honor.  He  continued  in  this 
station  until  his  dissolution,  to  whicli  period, he  re- 
tained his  vigor  of  intellect  imimpared. 

We  are  proud  of  being  the  means  of  communi- 
cating these  lines  to  the  public,  which  are  so  cha- 
racteristic of  the  writer,  and  which  e.xKibits  many 
beauties,  that  do  credit  to  his  Understanding. —  F.Hi- 
tor  Franklin  Cuzeiis. 
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Cnpt,  Jufvneaii's  epitaph,  loritten  by  himself. 
In  life's  hard  Imstle  o'er  tiie  troubled  seas, 
Through  many  a  storm  and  many  a  prosperous 

Thro'  summer's  heat  and  winter's  chilling  blast, 
''   From  torrid  to  the  friged  zone  I've  past. 
i    Through   sickly   climes    where    each   contagious 
''  breath, 

Spreads  desolation  by  untimely  death, 
i)\t  hundred  voyages,  through  unnumbered  toils, 
I've  sailed  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  miles; 
,    Been  taken,  suok,  and  oft  times  cast  away, 
!    Yet  weathered  all  in  this  close  port  to  lay, 
AVliere  a  dead  calm  my  wearied  bark  doth  find, 
Oblig'd  to  anchor  for  the  want  of  wind. 
Here  undisturbed  at  rest  1  shall  remain,  ^ 
Till  the  last  trump  calls  up  all  hands  again; 
And  what  new  perils  I  shall  then  go  through, 
No  human  reason  ever  yet  could  shew: 
But  the  same  Power  that  leads  through  earth  and 

sea, 
Will  doubtless  lead  me  through  eternity. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND    &.C'. 

ft  seems  to  be  ascertained  and  freely  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  wheat  harvest  in  England  will 
CiU  s!iort  of  tlie  abundance  that  was  expected.  Bar- 
ley and  oats  have  also  failed — and  "soft  corn"  is 
said  to  have  iiardly  given  back  the  seed  that  was 
sown.     A  deficiency  of  potatoes  is  also  feared. 

The  mint  of  Great  Brituin  has  coined,  from  the 
15th  of  June,  1817,  to  the  13th  of  July,  1818,  viz. 
-in  gold  coins,  6,434.,032/.  equal  to  §28,595.696. 
\i\  silver  coins,  1,667,962/.  equal  to  $^7,413,164. 

It  (ti  said  that  the  Sunday  schools  in  England  are 
attended  by  550,000  children. 

Extract  (,f  a  letter  from  a  country  villao^e  in  Scot- 
land.  "This  country  is  still  in  a  miserable  state, 
fur  although  trade  is  getting  rather  better,  yet 
numbers  are  still  out  of  work;  and  the  landed  pro- 
prietors taking  advantage  of  this,  endeavor  to  re- 
duce tiie  price  »f  labor  as  much  as  possible.  h\ 
tliis  they  have  too  well  succeeded,  and  from  the 
follownig  contrast  between  the  price  of  labor  and 
the  price  of  oatmeal,  you  will  easily  couceive  how 
badly  the  people  are. 

A  laborer's  wages  from  one  shilling  to  one  shilling 
ar.d  three  pence  per  day. 

Oatmeal  from  one  slaUing  and  eight  pence,  to  tiuo 
shillings  per  peck. 

Indeed,  you  will  be  hardly  able  to  imagine  how  a 
poor  man  can  manage  to  keep  himself  and  family 
alive  from  this  pittance.  1  shall  explain  the  man- 
Tier.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crop  in  1816,  great 
quantities  of  potatoes  were  culuvated  next  year. 
Tlie-,  po(atoe  crop  generally  succeeded  well,  and 
was  safely  secured;  but  this  was  not  the  case  with 
the  cr  ps  of  graiii,  most  of  which  suflered  from  the 
frost  setting  in  before  they  came  to  maturity.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  potatoes,  numbers  in  this  coun- 
try must  have  perislied  for  real  want. — Although 
Oatmeal  be  iiigli,  yet  potatoes  are  selling  at  eight 
«r  uiue  .shiUiags  the  barrel,  so  that  the  families  are 
supplied  with  that  food  on  reasonable  terms.  Many 
fauiili^,-:  have  nothing  but  potatoes  three  times  a 
day,  and  oatme;il  is  as  great  a  rarity  as  loaf  bread 
was  30  years  ago," 

FRANCE. 

An  interesting  cerenio;iy  took  place  at  Marseilles 
fn  A.ugust  last.  The  remains  of  geneivl  Ateber, 
wIk)  was  assitssinated  in  Egypt,  and  which  had  been 


deposited  at  the  Chateau  d'lf,  for  17  years,  were 
disinterred  for  the  purpose  of  being  removed  to 
Strasburg,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  On  the  7th  of 
Sept.  they  were  deposited  in  tlie  cemetry  of  that 
city,  near  those  of  celebrated  marshal  Saxe,  with 
great  pomp. 

A  woman  has  lately  been  before  the  cotirt  of 
Correctional  Police  at  Paris,  for  publicly  wearing 
the  decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honor — which  she 
said  she  had  earned  and  received  for  her  gallan'r/ 
at  the  battle  of  Wagram.  It  is  reported  that  she 
was  a  drummer  at  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids  in 
Egypt,  when  15  years  of  age,  and  served  in  Italy. 
She  was  sentenced  to  three  days  imprisonment  only, 
but  forbidden  t»  wear  the  decoration;  and,  says  the 
account,  that  she  may  not  break  all  ties  with  her 
former  comrades  in  arms,  she  has  taken  the  title  of 
Military  Laundress. 

MAP0L>:0N  BOHAPAttTE, 

Is  reported  very  ill  of  a  liver  complaint,  and  con- 
fines himself  closely  to  his  hou.se.  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  has  deprived  him  of  the  physician  who  pos. 
sessed  his  confidence,  and  th^days  of  the  ex-empe. 
ror  are  considered  as  numbered. 
srAijr, 

Tne  mutability  of  empires. — The  present  situation 
of  Spain,  as  disclosed  in  an  article  from  a  late  Lon- 
don Times,  aifords  a  striking  instance  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  wordly  greatness.  All  the  resources  of 
taxation  are  exhausted.  All  the  public  cnfTers  are 
empty.  The  army  are  in  arrears  for  the  last  three 
years.  The  officers  of  the  civil  administration  have 
been  seen  begging  alms  in  the  streets  of  Madrid.— 
Robbers  infest  every  part  of  the  kingdom;  and 
symptoms  of  uneasiness  are  daily  expressed  by  the 
soldiers.  Without  means,  the  government  attempts 
the  prosecution  of  a  war  against  its  colonies  abroad; 
and  without  justice,  oppresses  its  citizens  at  home. 
In  the  days  of  Charles  V.  three  centuries  since, 
Spain  dictated  to  almost  every  state  in  Europe,  was 
abundant  in  her  internal  resources,  and  presented 
a  lucrative  commerce  with  the  whole  world.  She 
is  now — as  corporal  Trim  emphatically  uttered, 
when  he  dropt  his  hat  before  Susannah — "GoMi;!', 
"Sic  transit  gloria  muiuli/" 

AUSTRIA, 

The  frigates  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Austria, 
and  the  Augusta,  of  44  guns  each,  under  the  com- 
mand of  cavalieur  Pasqualigo,  arrived  at  Genoa,  on 
the  19th  Aug.  from  Rio  Janeiro.  The  count  D'EU 
lis,  extraordinary  ambassador  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty to  his  most  faithful  majesty,  carae  passenger, 

EAST  INSIKS. 

The  insurrection  at  Ceylon  was  not  sub<lued. 
The  Celonese  discovered  great  obstancy. — The  se- 
curity they  possess  in  flieir  jungle  retreats,  affords 
them  hope  and  confidence. —  I'he  British  troops  suf- 
fer greatly  trom  sickness, 

WEST  INDIES. 

A  brig  under  the  old  Mexican  flag,  attacked  the 
Danish  government  schooner  St  Thomas,  and  forc- 
ed her  to  seek  shelter  in  tbe  harbor  at  St,  Croix, 
the  schooner  being  short  manned.  But  she  was 
immediately  supplied  with  men  and  proceeded  in 
search  of  the  brig,  an»l  tliey  were  in  sight  of  each 
other  at  the  latest  accounts  of  them. 

I'here  is  a  report  that   Sweden   has  sold  the  \^r 
land  of  St.  Bartholomew's — probably  to  Russia. 
ytOHiuA, 

A  letter  from  Boston,  received  in  New  York, 
stiies,  that  400  men  were  about  to  sail  fmin  Hnya- 
na  to  lickc  poshcsion  of  Pcn<facofa, 
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MEXICO. 

The  Washington  city  Gazette  says — Tiite  foreign 
news  furnishes  an  extract  under  tlie  Madrid  bead, 
dtjted  August  30,  of  a  convulsed  state  of  the  Mexi- 
can interior,  that  we  did  not  expect.  Corning 
through  such  a  channel  we  may  reasonably  attach 
to  it  more  than  ordinary  credit.  We  liad  no  idea 
that  the  indepeudenis  were  in  such  force,  and  capa- 
ble of  doing  so  much  mischief,  in  the  very  heart  of 
vhat  are  consideied  tlie  most  loyal  provinces  of 
Ferdinand:  the  Mexicans,  after  all  their  boasted 
iranquiUly,  can  be  very  little  better  off  than  the 
Veiiezuelians,  whom  we  know  to  be  engaged  in  the 
most  ac  ive  hostilities.  'I'he  letter  is  dated  Mexi- 
co," May  22,  received  in  Cadiz  from  Vera  Cruz,  by 
the  brig  Churruca. 

"The  peace  which  we  have  been  so  long  promis- 
ed is  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  fear  is  far  distant.  We 
continue  to  be  surroundecl  with  parties  of  insur- 
gents, that  we  camiot  venture  out  of  the  trjimi.  It  is 
the  same  with  all  the  other  towns  of  the  kingdom. 
They  still  do  mischief  at  Baxio,  and  Guannxuato 
suffers  exceedingly  from  their  disorders.  The  go- 
vernment promised  to  dispatch  a  convoy  and  cou- 
rier tv/ice  a  month  for  Giuanaxuato,  but  that  has 
not  yet  been  done.  Nearly  two  months  have  elap- 
sed since  we  luive  had  any  news  from  that  place. — 
Tiie  letters  complain  of  the  want  of  quicksilver  and 
and  the  diiiiculty  of  obtaining  it,  as  trie  expense  of 
carriage  is  so  extremely  dear  tjiat  the  cost  of  that 
mineral  nbsorbs  nearly  the  ivhole  prujiis  of  the  mines. 
There  was  only  from  50  to  60  ai-astates  (Qiills  for 
tiie  ore)  working,  whereas  in  ordinary  times  there 
are  1,500.  Many  of  the  works  for  elaboration  have- 
been  burnt.'* 

SOUTH  A51EIIICA.  , 

It  is  stated  that  a  large  Portuguese  ship,  prize 
to  one  of  the  Artigas'  privateers,  was  run  ashore  a 
few  days  since  at  Mount  Desert,  and  the  crew  com- 
menced soon  after  to  smuggle  the  cargo  on  shore. 
Tlie  collector  at  Frenchman's  Bay  had  sent  an  arm- 
ed vessel  to  take  possession  of  her.  She  was 
from  Oporto,  bound  to  Rio  Janeiro,  laden  with 
wine,  steel,  manufactures,  &.c.  said  to  be  worth 
from  90  to  lOO.OOO;.  and  was  ordered  lor  St.  Harts. 

Great  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  have 
been  received  by  the  patriots  at  Angostura— from 
British  merchants.  Their  value  is  s;iid  to  be  a 
million — of  dollars,  we  suppose. 

A  letter  from  St,  Croix,  dated  Oct.  22,  says— 
"This  morning  we  had  a'.»  arrival  from  Curracoa,  in 
10  d»ys;  I  have  conversed  with  a  passenger,  who 
informs  that  he  left  La  Guayra  only  a  fortnight 
since;  they  had  previous  to  his  departure  received 
the  information  of  the  plains  of  Calaboza  being- 
again  ia  the  possession  of  tlie  patriots — and  unless 
Morillo  receives  reinforcements  to  a  considerable 
extent,  he  will  not  be  able  to  hold  Caiuccas.  He 
had  made  a  requisition  on  the  inhabitants  for 
§200,000!  4,000  men!  and  2,000  mules!  The  first 
and  lust  they  will  supply  him  with,  but  he  must 
look  elsewhere  for  the  MEN.  The  garrison  at 
Porto  Rico,  is  too  weak  to  afibrd  the  least  assist- 
ance. 


"A  few  days  ago, previous  to  quitting  St'T'l^^'n^^s 
for  this  place,  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  se^  *  num- 
ber of  the  friends  of  the  cause  embarV:  for  Alat'na- 
ritta— amongst  v/hora  was  col.  Marean  Moi^^'''^'  '■^ 
first  rate  oflicer.  Gen.  M'Gregor  Was  daily  expect- 
edto  cal!  off  Pert-au-Princt,  at  which  pliice  be  will 
nnd  a  number  of  friends  awaiting  Lim.  Cum*''^^ '* 
expected  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  patriots  ere 
this. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  president  of  Jie  United  Sutes  has  recogniz- 
ed the  marquis  de  J'ourgeres  as  French  consul  at 
Charleston. 

Smith  Tiiompson,  esq.  of  New  York,  has  been  ap~ 
pointed  secretary  of  the  navy,  vice  Mr.  Crovvnia- 
shield,  resigned. 

A  valuable  bed  of  plaster  has  lately  been  disco- 
vered witliin  a  few  miles  of  the  village  of  Cieave- 
land,  Ohio,  equal  in  quality  to  any  in  Canada  or  in 
the  known  world. 

The  Boston  Yankee  says  there  is  now  living  in 
that  town  a  gentleman  who  married  his  father's 
sister,  his  mother's  sister,  his  aunt,  his  fieice,  his 
mother's  neice,  his  father's  neice,  and  neice  to  his 
two  aunts,  and  neice  to  his  sister,  his  sister's 
daughter,  his  father  and  modier's  daughter,  his 
uncie  and  aunt's  daughter,  and  his  cousm. 

The  legislature  ofPew\sylvania,  recently  elected, 
is  politicallv  constituted  as  follows:  Senate— 20  de- 
mocrats,  11  feder;  lists;— House  of  represenUtives 

65  democrats  32  federalists of  whom  53  are  new 

members.  The  democratic  majority  in  the  house 
of  representatives  last  year  was  only  16— at  pre- 
sent 33. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  electedCmembrrs  of 
the  16tli  cosigresB— ./o/(H  Serjeant,  Samnd  Edwards* 
Joseph  Hemphill,*  Thomas  Forrest,*  Williurr^  Dir- 
liiigton,*  Samuel  Gross,*  Jamos  Walbce,  .Tacol> 
Hihsham,*  Jacob  Hostetter,  Andrew  Boden,  David 
Fullerton,*  Thomas  llodgers,  Samuel  D.  Moore,* 
Joseph  Heister,  Robert  Philson,*  William  P.  Maclay, 
George  Dennison.  John  Murr.ay,*  David  Marchsnd, 
Thomas  Patterson,*  Christian  Tarr,  Henry  liaUhvin, 
and  Robert  Moore 17  democrats,  six  federal- 
ists, the  latter  in  italic,-  those  marked  thus*  are 
new  members. 

By  the  votes  given  for  members  of  congress,  it 
appears  that  the  democratic  majority  in  Pennsyl- 
vania amounts  to  28,546. 

.Alabama.  The  lots  in  a  town,  just  laid  out  by 
government  at  a  place  called  Milton's  Bluff",  near 
the  head  of  the  shoals  of  Tennessee  river,  called 
Marathon,  were  lately  sold  at  Huntsville — the  high- 
est price  800,  tlie  lowest  three  dollars — aggregate 
amount  of  die  sale  27,000. 

The  lied  river  lands  are  rapidly  settling— they 
possess  g-eat  advantages,  being  very  rich  and  easy 
of  access  hy  water.  Last  year  tliere  were  only 
about  100  families  settled  above  the  "raft"— it  is' 
said  that  there  are  now  more  than  800,  who  have 
10,000  acres  planted  in  corn.  The  "raft"  is  said 
to  have  been  passed  by  large  vessels,  in  every 
month  of  last  year,  and  it  would  seem  might  be 
easily  removed.  The  Red  river  and  its  numerous' 
branches  are  navigable  a  great  distance  into  the  in- 
terior, and  it  is  anticipated  that  by  its  waters,  a» 
large  trade  will  be  carried  on  with  the  Spaniards  inn 
the  neighborhood  of  the  mines  of  Santa  Fe. 

Blukely.  The  place  where  the  city  of  BUkely 
now  stands  was,  at  this  time  last  year,  covered  with 
"a  thick  heavy  forest,  with  no  inhabitants  and  but 
one  house"— it  is  now  said  to  have  80  houses,  10 
large  warehouses,  and  the  largest  hotel  in  the  ter- 
ritory, with  from  300  to  500  inhabitants."  Avery 
respectable  printing  establishment  has  now  gone 
from  N    York,  and  a   paper  will  be  printed 


vcekly  or  semi  weeklv,  called  the  Blakely  Sun  ana 
Alabama  Advertiser.  §600,000  worlli  of  goodii  and 


ou» 

W( 

Alabama  Advertiser.   §<:     _ .  ., 

produce  was  deposited  there  from  December,  ISu, 
to  Tune,  1»1S,  and  43  vessels  loaded  and  unloaded 
—making  a  tonnage  of  4000  ton«.  Ships  have  un- 
loaded there  directly  fr<.m  the  West  I'^'ii^^,,^^"^ 
I^ouse  in  Boslor.  shipped  to  this  one  place  JSlOU.UJi. 


NILES'  REGISTER— NOVEMBER  14, 1818— CHRONICLE; 


199 


in  floods  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  months.  One 
|iiiii>!rpd  brick  makers  and  50  ship  carpenters  left 
Ne«-  York  to  work  at  Blakely,  a  short  tinne  agp. 
I'liree  steam-boats,  are  now  building — two  to  ply 
Mom  r.lakcly  into  the  interior,  and  one  of  600  tons 
10  {CO  to  New  Orleans.     Capital  S20<^.^00-" 

The  DcUiiuare  Indavs.  If  we  rightly  understand' 
an  article  from  an  Indiana  paper,  the  Delaware 
ii.dians  liavf;  aijreed  wholly  to  relinquish  tlie  lands 
:,n  whicli  tliey  at  present  reside,  and  cross  the 
Mi'isissippi. 

Thomas  IIer>p^tead,  esq.  of  St.  Lonis,  passed 
(hroui^h  Lexinj.rion  (iven.)  on  the  7th  ult.  for 
\Vashlr:irton  city.  He  is  the  bearer  of  a  treaty  re- 
cently concludL(l  between  the  American  coinmis- 
'.ione'rs  and  the  Qiopaw  or  Arkansas  Indians  at  St. 
l.onis,  by  which  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  country 
below,  or  soutii  of  the  Arkansas  river,  is  relirq^iish- 
ed  to  the  United  States. 

".^  /i"-iv!in!f  ii-aste  and  dreary  wilderness!"  T!>e 
?xpor  s  of  New  Orle'.ns,  for  the  present  ye  ir,  it  is 
staged,  will  amount  to  the  value  oi  twenty  millions  of 
dollars! 

Vermont. — A  resolution  has  been  adopted  by  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  ii»  favor  of  districting  that 
itate,  for  the  future  choice  of  members  of  congress. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  not  some 
constitulional  provision  on  this  subject,  to  regulate 
it  in  all  tbe  states,  and  prevent  the  recnrrence  of 
many  disgraceful  intrigues. 

Iiills  have  been  reported  for  establishing  a  bank 
at  Windsor,  Rurlington  and  Brattlcborougli,  which 
we  hope,  will  be — thrown  under  the  table. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Vermont,  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
altering  the  laws  of  that  state  relative  to  the  de- 
.'fcent  of  real  estate,  and  the  distribution  of  personal 
estate  among  heirs,  so  that  the  portions  of  males 
and  females  shall  be  equal. 

At  a  court  martial  held  in  Massachusetts,  major 
j  general  Burbank  has  been  found  guiUy,  amongst 
I  other  charges,  of  having  "broken  the  seal  of  a  let- 
ter, du'ected  to  col.  Gushing,  and  having  read  the 
same."  He  has  beet;  removed  from  ofHce,  and  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  military  oilice  under  the 
commonwealth  fur  two  years. 

Mr.  Mston,  an  Auierican  artist  of  the  greatest 
reputation,  has  lately  returned  to  his  nat've  coun- 
try, after  a  successful  career  in  England.  We  hear 
he  has  brought  out  with  lum  a  number  of  urfinish.ed 
pictures,  which  he  intends  to  complete  in  tliis  coun- 
try; and  one  finished  painting,  on  the  subject  of 
Elijah  fed  by  the  ravens,  which,  it  is  hoped,  he  may 
be  induced  to  open  for  public  inspection. 

Boundary  line.  We  are  informed,  says  a  Quebec 
paper,  that  the  astronomers  who  are  eir.ployed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  British  and  Anierican  go- 
vernments, to  ascertain  and  run  the  line  of  latitude 
45,  having  commenced  at  St.  llegis,  have  proceed-, 
ed  as  far  as  lake  Champlain,  and  that  the  line  they 
have  drawn  lies  only  a  few  rods  north  of  the  old  line. 
Great  fire.  That  edifice  which  was  the  boast  of ' 
Boston— the  E.vchange  Coffee  House,  was  entirely: 
consumed  by  fire  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  iust. — 
It  caught  in  the  seventh  story,  in  the  billiard  room, 
and  first  broke  out  at  7  o'clock, — at  12,  all  was  a 
heap  of  iuins,  together  with  a  few  adjoining  houses. 
The  building  belonged  to  a  company,  and  cusi 
about  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Its  destruction  is 
anotlier  costly  caution  against  much  ivood luork'  in 
our  public  buildings — and  we  sincerely  regret  this 
great  loss  to  enterprizing  individuals. 

The  Exchange  Coll'ee  house  covered  12,753  feet 
of  ground— was  g-*  fpet  long  on  its  east  front  and 


132  on  the  north,  and  7  stories  high— from  the 
principal  fioor  to  the  dome,  which  covered  the  cen- 
tre of  the  building,  was  83  feet — and  in  the  whole 
building  there  were  nearly  300  rooms, many  of  thenci 
very  s])acious  and  splendidly  furnislied.  The  full 
oftJiedome  produced  an  awful  eflect.  The  re- 
maining walls,niuch  cracked  by  the  heat  of  the  fire, 
huve  been  carefully  pulled  down — and  all  that  re- 
mains is  a  mighty  mass  of  ruins.  Most  of  the  print- 
ing ofiices  being  in  the  neigiiborliood  of  the  Ex- 
change, were  removed — and  it  isjstatcd,  that  "fifty 
buFh'.'ls  of  types"  were  to  be  seen  in  the  street  the 
next  day. 

The  sale  of  public  lands  at  Milledgeville,  during 
the  week  ending  October  27th,  amounted  to  more 
than  seven  hiaulrcd  thousand  dollars — a  larger  sum 
than  the  entire  sale  held  at  that  place  last  year. — 
Si.xtecn  townships  had  been,  and  fourteen  were 
yet  to  he  .soM^-.'Vci/  Fat. 

Fire  in  t!te  mountains.  Several  thousand  acres  of 
the  mountainous  tract  in  the  neighborhood  of  New- 
burg,  N.  Y.  have  been  deprived  of  every  green 
thing  by  fire.  "The  "drowned  lands,"  as  they  are 
called,  are  on  fire,  and  it  is  supposed  tliat  the  rava- 
ges of  the  element  in  th.jsie  grounds  have  extend- 
ed to  three  or  four  bundled  acres.  It  passes 
through  the  peat  formations  beneath  the  soil  to  the 
depth  of  lour  or  five  feet,  bursting  out  at  different 
points  ,  and  rendering  a  p^STge  over  the  surface 
extremely  unsafe — a  bullock  !iad  fallen  through  the 
crust  and  perished.  The  turnpike  which  crosses  a 
part  of  those  land=;  is  reported  to  have  one  or  two 
miles  of  its  distance  undermined.  Our  informant 
further  states,  that  the  streams  and  hills  on  whicli 
are  numerous  mills,  had  so  entirely  faile(l,th.-it  the 
grinding  of  grr.in  through  a  large  extent  of  country. 
Was  almost  at  an  end." 

J[iimilion,Xhe  soldier  who  assasinated  Maj.  Bird- 
sail,  was  executed  «t  Albany  on  the  5th  inst.  The 
unfortunate  man  at  first  exulted  in  his  crime — then 
passed  into  a  state  of  insensibility  in  which  beseem- 
ed to  be  wailing  for  anniliilation — after  which  he 
hud  a  keen  sense  of  the  wrongs  he  had  done,  and 
sincert-iy  repented  of  ihem — meeting  his  fate  witli 
a  degree  of  meekness,  fortitude  and  hope  that  as- 
tonished all  persons.  After  he  was  swung  oft',  the 
rope  broke — but  with  perfect  complacency  he  wait- 
ed for  the  adjustment  of  a  r>fw  one,  and  assisted- 
the  sherifi'in  fixing  it  round  his  own  neck. 

.,'iuciion  sales.  Account  of  duty  of  1  per  cent, 
on  sales  at  auction,  paid  into  the  treasury  Ly  the 
seven  licensed  auctioneers  of  the  city  of  I'hiladei- 
pliia,  for  the  quarter  commencing  Auj^ust  1st,  and 
ending  31st  October  last. 

Jennings,  Jor.es  &.  Co g5099  20 

Lisle,  Weir  &.  Co.     .         ...         .  4215  86 

Humes  &.  Lippincotts,  .         .         .         3987  47 

Taylor  &.  Wagner,  .         .         -         .  1554  45 

Steel  &  Mercer, '  1439  58 

Conrad,  Sparhawk  &  Co.  .         .         .  1434  30 

l'eirsol&  Grtland,        ....  242  U3 

The  Jilacedoniun  frigate,  completely  refitted, 
sailed  from  Norfolk,  oii  llie  6th  inst.  for  her  original 
desiination — greeteil  by  the  cheers  of  multitudes. 
New  masts,  spars,  rigging,  sails,  &c. — entire  sets 
of  e;;cli,  were  made,  prepared,  and  filled,  in  the 
sp.ice  of  eighteen  days. 

^'Revival  of  trade." — Under  this  head,  a  New 
York  Gazette  states,  that  the  steam  boat  wliich  ar- 
rived yesterday  from  Albany,  "brought  .about  30O 
'  passcng'.rs,  most  of  them  trader.s,  with  about 
g>400jUU0  in  money,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  goods  " 

From  the  Dclavjare  yVatchman.     Mr.  TTodnev  lias 
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laid  before,  the  president  a  lont^  and  very  i:.  r-.est- 
jnof  report  'ipon  the  subject  of  his  late  mission  to 
the  Rio  de  La  Plata,  accompanied  by  n  very  able 
note  advocating  the  ju«ticeand  expediency  of  ac- 
knowledpinp  the  independence  of  the  Utiiied  Pro- 
vinces of  La  Plata.  !'•  adopting-  this  manly  cour<;e 
]V7r.  Rodney  I'as  realized  the  expectations  of  his 
friends,  and  met  the  wishes  of  a  larg^e  majority  of 
the  nation.  He  now  stands  before  tlie  country  as 
an  open,  honorable  and  consistent  statesman,  and 
a  firm,  iindeviating'  advocate  of  the  riglits  of  man. 
—Disdaining  to  'palter  in  a  double  sense,'  when 
great  and  iniportant  interests  are  at  stake,  he  has 
advocated,  with  sincerity,  a  measure  sanctioned 
by  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  the  feelings 
of  his  heart.  In  so  doing  we  repeat  our  belief, 
tliat  he  will  be  suppoited  by  the  siifiVages  of  the 
nation,  whose  generous  ft- eling  in  favor  of  the  pa- 
triot cause,  will  derive  addiuoiial  force  from  th.= 
sanction  conferred  upon  it  by  the  able  report  to 
which  we  have  referred. 

[We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Rndney  has 
not  offered  any  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Buenos  Ayres.] 

Ed.  Rer. 
Wheat  from  Chili. — We  understand  that  judge 
Bland  has  brought  fro:;i  Chili,  amongst  otiier  pro- 
ductions, some  peculiar  lo  that  country — a  small 
quantity  of  whfat,  which  has  been  distributed  for 
experiment,  amongst  gentlemen  of  agricuUuri,! 
taste  and  observation. 

Chili  is  said  to  be  the  finest  wheat  country  in  the 
world;  producing  the  finest  grain,  and  the  greatest 
yield.  That  brought  by  judge  Bland,  we  are  told, 
is  very  white,  and  is  somewhat  shorter,  rounder  and 
fuller  in  tlie  grain  than  ours  usu.illy  is.  Those  ^tn- 
tlemen  to  wiiom  It  has  been  diistribiited,  would  do 
well  to  be  particular  in  noiing  the  lime  ot  sowing, 
the  space  of  ground,  and  the  quantity  produced. 
It  has  been  observed  of  animals,  perhaps  more 
particularly  horse.'!,  and  grain  that  one  improves, 
while  tlie  other  deteriorates,  in  being  transplanted 
from  the  southward  to  the  northward — and  vice 
versa. — JMaryhind  Censor. 

The  late  Mrs,  .iilams.  We  copy  the  following 
obituary  notice  of  Mrs.  Adams,  the  worthy  consort 
of  president  Adams,  from  tlie  Essex  Register. 

Madam  Adams  was  a  daughter  of  the  rev   Wm. 
SiTiith,  of  Weymouth,  thea  in  the  county  of  S^ifFolk, 
who  died  in  1"84.  He  was  a  gentleman  in  his  man- 
ners,  and  of  reputation  in   his  profession.     Wliile 
Mr.  Adams  was  in  puhlir  life,  his  doinestic  life  was 
a  theme  of  congratulation  to  his    friends,  and  not 
unknown  in  the  liistory  of  iiis  administration.     Ma- 
dam Adams  was  an   atfeclionale,  but  firm  woman. 
Acquainted  with  the  economy  and  duties  of  a  pri 
vate  condition,    and  not    unequal  to    the  care    and 
di;,iiily  of  the  highest  honors.     Oar  public  honors 
are  possessed  by  her  posterity. —  She  was  possessed 
of  the  history  of  our  country,  and  the  great  occur- 
rences   in  it. — Slie  had  a  distinct   view   of  public 
men  and  measures,  and  had  her  own  judgment  upon 
them,  which  she  was  free  to  disclo.se  to  her  friends, 
but  not  eager  to  defend  in  public  circles.    She  had 
the  vigor  of  a  firm    constilti.ion,  and  seemed    de 
.signed  for  great  old  age.     She  w;is  in    appearance 
of  middle  size,  and  preserved  the  dress  of  the  ma 
trons  of  New  England.     The    worthy  president  al 
ways  appeared   as  the    friend,  who  had  lived  liini 
self  into  one  witli  the   wife  of  his  bosom.     T!ie  loss 
is  the  greatest  tiiatcan  be  filt  in  liis  old  age. 

Died,  at  Pillsburg,  on  tlie   17th  Sept.   last,  bre- 
ve.L-rnajor  .luhn  I'entland,  late  of  the  22d  rtg'.  U. 


S.  inf\;;try.  Mjjor  Pentlai  d  entered  the  s-rtice 
at  the  coiTMnencement  of  the  late  war  with  the 
rank  of  caplai-i,  and  during  its  continuance  reaped 
a  full  share  ofits  dtPErers  and  vicissi'uies.  H- was 
at  the  taking  of  York  and  F  rv  Genre,  c,  nnd  sewed 
io  the  nnen-.oraMe  (xredition  down  the  S'.  Law 
rence.  In  the  ardiK'US  campaig:i.,of  1814,  e  was 
.ine  of  the  gallant  band  who  ff;imed  the  !  rigideof 
gen.  Scott;  snd  at  the  battle  of  Rri  Iffewa?  r,  he  led 
theadv.'^nced  guard.  On  that  glorioi^.s,  though  fatal 
nit;-ht,  he  received  two  balls,  by  which  his  riglitle^ 
and  arm  were  broken,  and  when  our  army  retired, 
being  left  on  the  fi^ld,  was  taken  by  the  enemy. 
After  the  amputation  of  his  l°g,  and  after  having 
encountered  a  variety  of  suffering,  wifh  a  fr^rtitU'le 
which  attr.icted  applause,  ev-n  from  his  enemies, 
capt.  Pentland  returned  home  on  p-trole,  and  short- 
ly after  was  rewarded  *or  his  gallantry  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  major — II'S  anapntated  limb  never 
hesled,  and  finally  caused  hisdea^h. 
Extract  of  a  letter  received  at  JVVty  Orleans,  dated 
jKyitchitochea,    Sfpt.  30. 

"Last  evening  iher-?  arrived  at  this  place  an  ex- 
pres-s  from  Ni'coi^doches,  giving  intelligence  of 
there  having  set  out  frona  St  Antoino,  twenty  five 
da5's  ago,  tv.'o  hundred  Spiniards,  with  three  pie- 
ces of  artillery,  fo  br^  ak  up  the  establishment  made 
at  Gulvezton,  ;'.nd  destroy  the  works  erected  by 
Gen.  LalleT'and.  Tjieii-  orders  are  to  proceed  as 
far  as  Nacogdoches,  and  lf>  destroy  the  settlements 
mide  in  tliat  quarter,  and  route  a  number  of  tra- 
ders dispersed  through  the  province.  It  is  gene- 
rally expected  that  they  will  coir.e  on  to  'he  Rio 
Honda,  if  not  oppo-ed.  There  are  a  numser  of 
men  collected  hf-rf,  consisting  of  Americans  and 
refugee  Spaniards,  who  are  equipping  to  proceed 
imniediately  to  oppose  -hem." 

Miliedgeville,  Oct.  23.  We  have  intelligence 
from  the  Floridaposts  on  the  east  of  Appalacbicola, 
in  the  occupancy  of  our  troops,  to  the  5th  inst. — 
The  ho.stile  Indian.**,  amounting,  it  was  supposed,  to 
about  lOoO  warriors,  who  had  no'  come  in,  were  in 
a  state  of  st.5rvation:  many  had  died  of  hunger — A 
woman  arived  at  St.  ."Marks  the  first  of  this  month, 
with  intimations  from  some  of  the  principal  out-- 
lying  chiefs,  of  a  wish  to  surrender,  provided  their 
lives  were  spared,  and  the  little  remaining  property 
they  had  left,  of  which  the  friendly  Indians  are  in- 
dined  to  rifle  them,  should  be  secured.  These 
dispositions  h.tve  been  humanely  encouraged  by  the 
couitnanding  oflicer  of  the  post;  and  liule  doubt  is 
entertained  but  there  will  soon  be  a  final  termin- 
nation  oft  he  Seminolian  war,  wliich  has  existed  oh 
our  borders,  and  with  many  acts  of  cruelty,  for  near- 
ly two  years  past.  Gen.  Gaines  has  transferred  his 
head  quarters  from  Fort  Hawkins  to  St.  Mary's. 


VinolNIA    BOAIU)  OF  JTBf.TC  WOHKS. 

The  Richmond  I'>)'.q:iiier  publishes  a  statement  of 
the  fund  fjr  internal  improvements,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  public  works  in  the  stat?  of 
Virginia.  The  foHowii.g  brief  abstract  may  suffice 
for  general  purposes: 

Whole  amount  of  the  fund,  §1,452,140  61.  All 
which  is  now  vested  in  bank  stocks,  except  about 
125,000  dollars  laid  out  in  subs'^riptions  to  sundry' 
canals,  roads,  &.c.  The  product  of  ill  which,  during 
the  hist  ye?r  amounted  to  §118,810  75  The  di- 
vidends for  the  present  year  are  e.'itimated  at  126,- 
411  49;  of  \vhicU  54,1  66  65  .ire  appropriated  for  in- 
stahnenls  comivg  due  for  s  uulry  internal  improve- 
ments, leaving  ^80.637  40,  al  the  disposal  of  the 
board. 
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Importkd  GOODS.  It  was  only  afeiv  days  since, 
tboiig-li  wp  had  industriously  sought  for  it,  that  we 
coUlfl  obtain  the  last  official  account  published  of 
the  "importations  of  the  United  Stales"— which  is, 
for  t'.e  year  ending  Sept.  30.  1816;  and  consider 
ing  it,  in  many  respects,  as  a  very  important  docu- 
ment, we  have  hastened  to  present  its  aggregate 
statement,*  asbeing  amfily  suilicient  all  for  ordinary 
purposes.  To  thisj  by  the  generous  aid  of  a  mer- 
caiuile  friend,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  add  a  very 
interesting  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  articles  ia\- 
ported  (not  given  in  the  official  publication)  to 
gether  with  a  summary  stalcraent  of  their  ucluul 
cost  to  tiie  people  of  the  United  States.  We  ven- 
ture to  say  that  this  estimate  and  summnry  are  as 
nearly  correct  as  they  can  be— for  the  genllemau 
did  not  depend  only,  upon  his  own  clear  recollec- 
tions of  tacts,  but  also  referred  to  many  prices- 
current  of  the  year  before  he  put  down  the  average 
I  value  of  any  article  given.  We  therefore,  assume 
»  the  whole  as  Jala  that  may  be  relied  upon. — Oa 
this  ifnpbrtant  subject,  an  essay  of  considerable 
length  is  prepared  for  the  press,  but  which  of  neces- 
sily,  with  a  greai  quantity  of  other  (natter,  is  post- 
poned till  next  week—when  we  .■ihall  pnblisU  a  sup- 
plementary sheet  to  keep  pace  -nth  the  multiplicution  nf 
our  materials.  We  have  yef  nmcli  to  Say  on  bank 
ing— which,  we  learn  from  many  quarters,  is  com- 
mitting dreadful  ravages  on  the  people,  liut  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  cauiionla  bejjinniiig 
to  be  esteemed  as  the  parent  of  security. 

£xtract  of  a  letter  from  a  geiulfynaa  who  had  remit- 
ted to  the  editor  a  bill  ftlie  "Independent  mauufac- 
ticrinff  covipaiiy  of  Haltiinuie" 

"I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  happened  to  remit 
to  you  a  note  of  "no  value  "  1 1  had  ail  lb  e  exi  eriora 
of  gejiuineness  about  it— <'(5,je  r^gs,"  a  pretty  pic- 
ture,  the  usual  quantity  of  officers  who  could  writt; 
their  names  in  a  passable  ha»d— wi;li  "chartered 
by  the  state  of  Maryland,"  proudly  displayed  on  a 
Tlag-st:dl.  In  a  word,  as  mucli  of  a  specie- paving 
appearance  as  any  of  its  kindred,  and  would  be  as 
Imely  to  pass  through  the  world  as  creditably  as 
any  rag  amongst  them,  but  for  such  ill-fated  wigliis 
as  yourself,  who  have  crocked  evil  of  them  for  the 

I     last  twelve  months.    I  wonder  that  they  have  not 

t     an  instinctive  dread  of  you!" 

[A.  vast  number  of  counterfeit  or  fictitious  notes 
are  spread  through  the  United  States-they  are 
chieHy  circulated  by  travclUny  merchants  from  the 
eastward,  that  trade  in  any  thing;  who  have  been 
seen  frequently  in  this  city  to  barter  their  goods 
tor  paper  having  the  appearance  of  bankbiUi,  but 
Knoun  ,0  them  to  be  of  "no  value;"  and  this  kind 
ot  iraihc  constitutes  a  very  profitable  p.irt  of  Iheu- 
Business.  In  times  soprodig.il  ofcriaie  as  to  mo- 
nej-mnking,  as  the  present,  the  only  safety  of  the 
peo;^le,  who  do  not  handle  manv  bank-iiotes-i^- 
pertmptonly  to  refuse  every  one'that  th.^y  do  noi 
person  ]        S""'"'"^'  ^^"  ''^''"'^^  °)'  •^^^  in-tspuusible 


■Tiraaprf 


*Our   tables— pressed  into  four  paffes   are  '  full 

s;  c'h*ot;r^i'  "r*'='^'  ^8«-K?>e'suum ;;! 

W.uch  occupies  ffiy  thr.e  octuv,;  parr%  ' 


An.-.ti.er  leucr  to  the  .ditor  s;>ys— 

"ThiK  section  of  tae  country  has  suffc»red  much 
from  bank-s— no  less  tlian  four  have  existed  in  nur 
little  village  of  only  about  4000  inlabitants— but 
we  rejoice  that  the  law  has  taken  hold  of  one  of 
them;  another  is  about  to  be  witijdra«.ii;  and  we 
therefore  anticipate  the  happy  period  when  we 
shall  have  only  two  more  than  we  stand  in  need  of." 
A  member  of  c  n^ress,  -ulriting  to  his  friend  in  Bulth 

more,  and  referring  to  the  editor  'of  tJto  Register. 

sails — 

"Can  you  or  he  *ell  me  how  we  are  to  reform  the 
currency  of  the  country.  I  mean  the  rag  currency. 
I  outrode  the  credit  of  the  paper  I  st-irted  witii 
and  had  to  turn  broher,  and  exchanged  it  with  tra- 
vellers going  westward— for  paper  on  banks  siUiat- 
ed  to  the  eastward,  the  credit  of  which  they  had 
aibo  out-rode." 

• 

The  message  of  the  president  is  a  very  plain 
state  paper— and  every  one  will  be  able  to  under- 
stand  It— without  comment.  It  leads  us  to  expect 
many  l:i,;hly  important  documents.which  sh.'^ll  be  in-, 
serted  m  tiie  RioisTKit  with  all  the^ojiii/e- despatch 
that  can  be  attached  to  a  wdekli^  renod  of  publica- 
tion.  And  as  those  things  are'of  the  first  interest 
to  the  people,  they  sha'l  be  preferred  to  every  thinr 
else,  until  \  hey  are  disposed  of. 

(^To  postmast::rs.  The  editor  of  the  WEKKf* 
UEGisTicii^n-atetully  acknowledges  occasional  no- 
tices  truiM  postmasters,  of  some  of  his  papers  not 
being  taken  out  of  their  offices,  in  consequence  of 
the  decease  or  removal  of  persons  to  whom  they 
were  addressed.  We  aguiu  insert  the  directions  of 
tlie  postmaster  general  on  this  subject  to  remind 
any,  if  any  there  be,  that  it  is  as  well  an  act  of 
duty  as  of  courtesy,  to  give  editor*  of  papers  sucti 
information: 

GtSKHAL  POST-OFFICE,  NOV.  16,  I8I6. 

The  several  po.sim.asteFs  are  herebv  require*! 
whenever  a  person,  to  whom  a  ne^sp<per  is  ad- 
dressed, ceases  to  take  it  out  of  the  post-office  ta 
advise  the  editor  of  the  paper  thereof,  and  to  add 
If  known,  whether  the  person  is  dead,  moved  awav* 
or  merely  refuses.  The  mail  is  burthened  witU 
many  newspapers,  which  are  a  loss  to  the  proprie- 
tors,  as  Well  as  the  public. 

U.  J.  MEIGS.jun. 
.    .  I'ost  Master  General. 

(irWIule  on  this  subject  We  may  express  our 
a>,toi,is,inie;it  at  the  l,.te  uncommonly  frequent  in- 
vercpp'ions,  or  interruptions  of  the  Ukgistkii.  when 
passing  to  tliosc  fyr  whoia  ii  is  destinedj  and  will 
.smcerely  thank  any  one  that  can  give  u.s  a  clu^  to 
discover  us  cause.  We  have  also  to  regref,  that 
HlUiougli  our  paper  is  packed  with  its  usual  care— 
in  a  belter  manner,  perhaps,  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States,  that  is  latterly  mucji  da.naged  in 
the  rnail--scyeral  iin.es  even  between  Ilultimore 
and  New  \ork.  Having  been  generally,  as  well 
served  in  this  miportaiu  concern  as  we  cou'd  have 
expected,  we  must  confers  we  do  not  understand 
why   so    many  just   complaints  should  at  thu-  tune 

I  ihe  pgst-eihcc  iiere.  -        '* 
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Letters  from  South  America. 

BT  H.  M    BUACKENnirCE. 

Jiitenos  ^yres. 
I  liad  no  sooner  been  comfortably  ^etiled  ii;  my 
lodrinp^s,   than   1   [e\\.   irnpaticnt   to    tuke   a    stroll 
thio'jpii  the  town,     '['lie   streets   are  straight,  and 
regular,  like  those  of  Montevideo,  a  few   of  thegi 
are  pnved,  but  hoilrtw  in  the  middle.     The  hcu?;es 
are  pret'y  generally  two  stones  high,  with  Hat  roofs, 
and  fui-  the  mos'  part,  plaisiered  on  the  out  side; 
v.'liicl),  without  doubt,  at  first,  improved  their  ap 
peurynce,  but  by  time  and   neglect,   they  hav?  be- 
come somcwliat  shabby.      There  are  no   elrfjant 
rows  of  buildings  as  in  Pliil;\de!phi;>.,  or  New  Yoik, 
btilmuny  are  spacious,  and  all  take  up  much  more 
^roniid,  than  with  us.     The  reason  r,f  this,  is,  that 
th^y  have  large  open  courts  or  varandas  both    in 
froiit  la.d  rear,  which  are  c&W&A [mtios.     These  pn- 
tios-,  are  not  unlike  our  y?rds  enclosed  by  a  \v:,l\  or 
raiimg;  their  dwellings  for  the  most  part,  properly 
coreposp    three   connected   buildings,   forming   as 
many  sides  of  a  sq-.'.are;  the  wall  of  the  adjoining 
house  making  up  the  fourth.     In  the  centre  of  the 
fiont  building  ;here  is  a  gate  way,  a«!d  the  rooms 
on  |eitb<T  baud   as  we  enter,  are  in  general,  occu 
pio^as  places  of  business,  or  merchants'  compting 
rooms;   the  rear   building,   is   usually   the   dining 
room,  while  that  on  the  left,  or  the  right,  (as  it  m<v 
happen,)  is  the  sitting  room  or  parlor.     The /x.rin, 
is  usually  paved  with  brick,  and   sometimes  with 
marble,  and  is  a  cool  and  delightful  place.     Gri.pe 
vines  f>re  planted  round  the  walls,  and  at  this  sea- 
son, are  lojded  with  their  fru\t.     The  houses  have 
as   little   wood  as  possible  about  them;  both  the 
first    and   second   floor,  havim,'  brick  pavements; 
lire  er.gir.es  are  therefore  unknown,  together  with 
■  xiriiX  unerisiiicss  from  this  angry  element  when  once 
n>asti'r,  s:>  much  felt  in  our  citi.  s.     Tiiere  are  no 
chiiimies,  bunhose  of  kitchens.  At  all  the  windows 
th'-reis  a  light  iron  gratng.which  projects  about  owe 
f.)o!;  probably  a  remnant  of  Spanish  jealousy.     T^^e 
compactness  of  the  town,tlie  flatness  of  the  roofs,the 
jiicowbustibiiity  of  the  houses,  the  open  cour'  yards 
which  resemble  tne  area  of  f.rts,  and  the  iron  gra- 
tings, constitute  a  complete  fortification,   and  I  do 
no:  l;row  a  worse  riuiation  in  which  an  enemy  c<.uld 
be  than  in  one  of  these  streets.     It  is  not  surprising 
t!K't  a  city  so  well  fnriified.should  have  so  effccually 
resivtf  d  thcarmy  of  twelve  thousand  men  under  gen. 
■^Vhiielock.     The  only  mode  by  which  it  could  be 
axpciiled,  would   be  by  first   obtaining   a   compleie 
cofnniand  of  t!ie  country  around  it,  and  of  the  river 
in  fiont.     Tiiis  would  require  a  greater  effort  than 
S-.Ji)  can  make,  even  if  she  were  to  abandon  all  )ier 
oilier  colonies,  and   unite  for  the  special  purpose, 
all  the  fbrces  slie  is  able  to  spare  out  of  her  Spanish 
domiaians. 

I5'H  little  attention  is  paid  the  cleanliness  of  the 
sticels;  in  one  of  the  front  sM-eets,  where  there  was 
no  pavement,  I  obnerved  several  deep  mtid  holes; 
into  these,  dead  cats  and  dogs  are  sonietimet; 
throwi,  from  too  much  indolence  to  carry  tbem 
out  of  tlie  way.  Tlie  side  walks  are  very  narrow 
and  in  bad  repiir;  this  is  better  than  at  Hio  Jaaiero, 
where  llierc  are  none  at  all.  I  observed  liowever,  as  I 
wen;  a'oni', :iiuinii)erofconvict.,asltooklL.emtobe, 
e. Imaged  in  mending  the  bad  places  already  mention- 
ed. Intliese  particulars,  I  was  very  much  remind- 
i  a  of  New  Orlerms;  in  fact,  in  many  other  points,  1 
<i'  s  rved  a  s'nkiig  resemblance  between  th<-  t^^■o 
c  lies.'  1  caM  say  but  little  tor  tl.e  police,  wiien  com 
pj:  e  1  to  our  towns;  but  Ihi.-!  place,  rna:.ifest»  a  s'iil 
j^re.iter  sv-pM-inrity  over  Ho  Jsnicrci  ra-.d  many  inti- 


portart  improvements,  that  bxve  been  introdured 
v.itli  .  a  fe-v  years  p;'St,  were  poin'ed  o'.it  to  me.  I 
should  like  to  see,  howfv:T,  some  trouble  bestowed 
in  cleanii'g  t]io>!e  streets  that  are  pavd,  ard  in  pav- 
iigthe  rest;  as  well  as  in  freeing  the  fronts  of  their 
h'luses  from  the  quantity  of  dust  collected  where- 
ver it  can  find  a  resting  place, 

ISut  it  is  time  to  speak  of  th^  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  and  of  the  people  who  frqiient  it.  A".d  here, 
whether  illusion,  or  reality  I  shall  not  take  upon  me 
to  say,  but  ceriain  it  is,  I  had  not  walked  f.-r,  be- 
fore I  felt  myself  in  a  la^jp  of  fbekdom  There 
was  an  independence,  and  ingenuotisness  in  the  car- 
riage, and  an  expression  in  the  countenances  of 
those  I  met,  which  r'lrnir.ded  me  of  my  own  country; 
an  air  of  freedom  brea'hed  about  them,  which 
T  shall  not  attempt  to  describe.  All  I  can  s.iy,  is, 
that  I  felt  the  force  of  thai  beautiful  tiioug- 1  of 
Moore,  in  his  Laila  Kookh; 

-who,  with  heart  and  ryes 


Could  walk  where  liberty  had  been,  nor  see 
The  siiinhig  foot  prints  of  her  deity; 
Nor  feel  those  god-like  breathings  in  the  air. 
Which  mutely  told  her  spirit  had  been  tbert?"' 

I  saw  nothing  but  the  plainness  and  simplicity  of 
of  republic  uiism;  in  the  streets  there  were  none  btit 
plain  citizens,  and  citizen  soldiers;  some  of  the 
Ut.er,  perhnps,  shewing  a  little  of  the  coxcomb, 
and  others  exhibiting  rather  a  vnlitin  appearancp,  not 
the  less  agreeable  to  me  on  that  account.  In  fact,  I 
could  almost  have  fancied  myself  in  ome  of  nir  own 
towns,  judging  by  the  dress  and  appearance  of  the 
people  whom  I  met.  Nothing  can  be  more  differ- 
ent than  the  pv>pulatinn  of  this  place,  from  thi.t  of 
llio  I  saw  no  one  bearing  the  insignia  of  nobility, 
except  an  old  crazy  mftn,  followed  by  a  train  of 
rogueish  boys.  There  were  no  palanquins,  or  rat. 
tHiig  equipages;  in  these  matters  there  was  much 
less  luxury  and  splendor,  than  with  us.  The  fe- 
males, instead  of  b/ing  irnmured  by  jcalotrsy,  are 
permitted  to  walk  abroad  and  breathe  the  air.  The 
supreme  director,  has  no  grooms,  gentlemen  of  tlie 
bed  chamber,  nor  any  of  the  train  ahich  app'-rtains 
to  royally, :  or  hns  his  wife  any  maids  of  honor;  bis 
household  is  much  more  plain  than  most  of  the  pi  i- 
vate  gentlemen  of  fortune  in  our  own  couniry;  it  is 
true,  when  he  rides  out  to  his  country  seat,  thirty 
miles  off,  he  is  accompanied  by  half  a  dozen  hor'ie- 
men,  perhaps  a  necessary  precaution  considerijig 
t!ie  times,  and  which  may  be  dispensed  with  on  the 
return  of  peace;  or  p-rhaps,  a  remnant  of  anii-re- 
publican  barbarity  which  will  he  purged  away  by 
the  sun  of  a  more  enlightened  age;  indeed,  1  am 
informed,  tl  at  the  present  director,  lives  in  a  sty.e 
of  much  greater  sln.plicity  than  any  of  his  prede 
cessors. 

If  1  was  to  stop  here,  however,  I  should  not  give 
a  faithful  picture  of  the  appearance  to  a  stranger, 
of  the  population  of  Buenos  Ayres;  the  mixture  ot 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  is  by  no  means  remarkable, 
not  as  f'reat,  perhaps,  as  in  n.dtimore,  and  the  pro- 
portion' of  military,  sucii  as  we  might  have  seen  lO 
one  of  our  towns  df.ring  the  last  war,  with  the  ex- 
ceDtion  of  the  black  troops,  which  in  this  city  con- 
s.ituie  a  principal  part  of  'he  regular  forcf.  «« 
th-re  are  other  fitrures  which  enter  into  ^t'e  P'^* 
ture.aod  pives  a  diiferei;t  cast  to  the  wh.de  bom 
nny  thing  I  .have  seen.  The  modern  Euivpean  ,inci 
N6rtb  Amerc.n  population,  and  1  will  add  boiuii 
American,  which  d-ft^rs  but  little  from  the  oMie-s, 
vvasset.ffKya,'.tra;v-mix;ureof  nfqnrv.vn.^  aDO- 
rigjnal  rudeness,     Butnoi  Ayres  may  very  justly 
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conpared  10  the  bust  of  a  beautiful  female,  placed 
tip  111  a  ppflesinl  of  rude  \insbapen  stone.  Great 
immhers  nV  q-michos,  and  otiier  country  people,  are 
seen  in  the  strpels,  and  always  on  horso-back;  and 
as  tliPrp  prevails  a  universal  passion  for  ridjni?-,  the 
niinnber  of  horses  is  very  great.  Tlie  European 
mode  of  caparisoninpf,  is  orraFionally  seen,  but 
most  usually  the  bridle,  saddle,  &c.  would  be  re- 
garded as  cuiiosUirs  by  us.  The  stirrups  of  the 
^uachon,  are  so  small,  as  to  admit  Utile  more  than 
the  biff  toe  of  th.e  rider,  who  mrtke.s  a  very  grot- 
tesqiip  fip^ure  with  hislonj^  fiowiiijy  poncho.  T'.iv  is 
a  kind  of  striped  cotton,  or  wooleii  nig,  of  vlie 
m'lnufacture  of  the  country,  fi;.e  or  coarse,  accord- 
inf»-  to  the  purse  of  the  wearer,  with  nothing  but  a 
sliiin  the  middle,  through  which  the  iiead  is  thrust; 
it  hangs  down  perfectly  loose,  resembling  some- 
what, a  waggoner's  frock.  I;;  rain,  it  srswers  the 
'the  purpose  of  a  big-coat,  and  in  hot  x'.eather,  is 
placed  on  the  saddle.  It  is  also  used  for  sleepi.ig 
on,  as  the  Indians  do  their  blanket.  It  is  possible 
after  all,  that  this  singularity  of  dress,  n»;iy  not 
wake  an3'  great  difference  in  the  msn.  There  ;s 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  coiiiplexion  or  features, 
excepting  where  there  happens  to  be  a  little  dash 
of  the  Indian.  There  is  more  of  ind-dence,  and  t<n 
■cancy,  (if  I  may  use  tiie  word)  in  the  expression  of 
their  countenances,ai!d  an  uncou"h  wildne.ss  in  tiieir 
appearance;  butitmust  beremembered,  that  we  also 
of  the  nortli,  are  reproached  by  Europeans  for  oui- 
carelessness  of  time,  and'ourlnzy  habits.  These,  gati- 
<:/!:)«,  1  generally  observed,  clustered  about  the yji;/. 
peias,  or  grog  shops,  of  which  there  are  jcreat  num- 
bers in  tJie  ciy  and  suburbs;  ;  be^e  people  fi'L-quently 
drink  and  carouse  on  loise-back;  while  the  horses 
of  those  that  are  dismotnited,  con;  inue  to  sisiid  still 
without  being  f  <slened,  as  they  are  all  taught  to  do, 
and  ciiatiiiping  ihe  bit.  Thi\-.e  carou^-iiig  groups, 
would  aH'onl  esceileni  subjects  for  Ficmisb  paint 
ers.  The  horses  though  not  of  a  large  size,  are  all 
finely  forr.ed;  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance, 
in  wiiich  I  did  not  remark  good  limbs,  ar.d  head, 
and  neck.  The  g-auchos  are  often  bare  footed,  and 
bare  legged;  or  instead  0}  boo^s,  make  use  of  the 
skin  of  the  hind  U-gsof  the  horse;  ihe  joint  answer- 
ing the  pnrpose  of  a  heel,  and  furnishing  a' very 
cheap  kind  of  Suwarrow. 

1  :riust  refer  you  to  Pike's  journ.r!  of  his  :o!!r 
throuijh  New  Spain,  for  a  more  particular  accoiuii. 
of  this  chiss  of  people,  who  will  probably  long  con- 
tinue to  preserve  their  habits.  It  is  really  sur 
prhing,  how  litile  difi'crence  there  is  in  the  cha- 
racter and  manners  of  the  Spanish  American  pea- 
santrv,  all  over  tLis  vast  continent,  and  resembling 
nothing  that  is  to  be  seen  in  Europe.  The  Ameri- 
cati  is  a  much  u.ore  fiee,  independent  and  proud 
spirited  man.  Tlie  facility  of  obtaining  food  has 
a  vast  inHuence  on  luurian  character.  I  have  bt=- 
for«  m^trie  the  same  remark  of  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish. 1'liere  certainly  must  be  some  cause  to  pro- 
duce this  similarity;  whatever  that  may  be,  it  has 
escaped  tjie  notice  of  travellers.  HumboUk,  wl.o 
Jiis  treated  philosophically  of  the  Atnericau  ctia- 
racter,  has  not  attempted  an  explanation  of  ti:Is 
phenomenon.  Even  our  countrymen  ore  distin- 
giushed  here  from  the  English  by  the  natives, 
Without  being  able  to  specify  in  what  the  difTerence 
consists,  liut  1  have  b«-en  giving  vou  a  picture  of 
J-u*'nos  Ayres;  I  i>inst,   therefore, 'wave  these  spe 


culaiions 
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for  seme  other  opnortUT.iiy.  1  miisi, 
lowever.cnution  yon,  not  to  take  up  an  idea,  that 
all  th-  ■■■'-'  •■      ■        ■     •  '  ' 


be  inhabitants  of  the  country,  are  similar   to 
'•'iese  that  I  havebcen  d-.-scribing  under  the  iiame  of 


ffauchos;  though  they  form  a  very  conKideriible  pro- 
portion.  *rhere  is  nothing  in  wiiich  tr.iveUvrs  err 
30  much,  as  in  making  their  observations  too  gene, 
ral;  and  what  is  strange  and  new  to  us,  is  very  apt 
by  engrossing  too  much  our  attention,  to  deceive 
us  into  a  belief  that  it  constitutes  the  sole  or  prin- 
cipal characterisiic  of  a  country — witnesa  the  s.ory 
of  the  red-haired  people  of  a  certain  province  in 
France, 

The  freedom  of  foreign  intercourse,  with  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  goods  at  low  prices,  and  the 
augmented  price  in  the  produce  of  the  coimtry,  I 
have  no  d^ubt,  have  alre^idy  been  productive  of  ii!)» 
portant  effects  on  their  chaii'Ctrer,  and  it  is  not  im* 
pussibie,  that  in  time,  ihey  may  be  made  to  dress 
atid  iook  like  other  cbnsnans. 

Besides  the  clumsy  cans  of  which  1  have  bef)re 
spoken,  and  the  cl.iss  of  people  tiiat  I  liave  just 
dcscribr-d,  my  att;-ntion  was  m  icV>  attracted  by  Uie 
appear.'irce  of  the  great  ox  wi.ggons,  ustd  in  the 
trade  with  the  interior.  Thr-y  are  of  an  enormous 
s]ze,  and  are  the  most  clumpy  contrivance  imagina- 
ble. Fi\e  or  sis  of  tliese  in  a  line,  are  sometime!! 
seen  groaning  along  tite  street,  the  wheels  mj-king 
a  noise,  like  'he  g.itei*  on  their  hinge.«  of  Milton's 
P'«ndemonium.  Tiie  waggoners  use  no  tar  to  pre- 
vent th',-in  from  making  this  harsh  noise,  as  they 
say  it  is  inns/'c  to  the  oxen.  These  are  in  general^ 
uncommonly  large,  and  the  finest  that  I  evet*  saw. 
Their  yokf-s,  in  proportion,  are  as  p-mderous  as  the 
w;iggon,  and  in  drawing  rothing  is  useii  bu'  the  raw 
hidt  strongly  twisted.  In  tkct,  thi.s  is  the  only 
kind  of  gears,  or  traces,  used  for  all  descriptions 
of  carriages  To  each  of  these  enormous  wt;ggon.s 
there  .ire  generally  at  leist  three  drivers.  One  sits 
in  the  waggon,  with  a  long  rod  or  guad  in  his  hand, 
and  above  bis  head,  suspended  in  slings,  there  is  ;«. 
bamboo  or  casit,  at  least  thirty  feet  in  lenglii^  as 
supple  as  a  fishing  rod,  so  that  it  ctu  occasionrdly 
be  used  to  quicken  the  pace  of  the  foremost  paif 
of  oxen,  which  are  fastened  to  the  first,  by  a  long 
trace  of  twisted  hide.  The  interval  between  the 
diHerr-nt  pairs  of  oxen,  is  rendered  necessary  bv 
the  difTniilty  <if  crossing  small  rivers,  w'iose  bot- 
toms are  bad,  and  which  are  S'jbject  to  sudden  ris- 
es. Another  driver  takes  his  sent  on  the  yoke, 
between  the  heads  of  the  second  pair  of  oxen,  be- 
ing also  armed  with  a  goad,  with  its  point  tuv^ed 
backwards;  there  w.is  .sorneth.ng  exceedinglv  ludi- 
crious  lo  me,in  ilie  .^ppearar,ce  of  this  last;  iiis  bare, 
brawny  legs  dangling  in  the  air,  and  nothing  b;»t  a 
folded  sheep  skin  to  sit  upon;  yet  content  or  rasher 
inanity,  was  pictured  in  his  cotrntenance.  Br- 
.'iides  ihes"  two,  there  is  a  third  on  lior-eiwck, 
armed  in  the  .samt  manner.  If  such  an  exhibitiom 
were  to  pass  throtigh  one  of  our  streets  wiUi  i'-a 
slow  and  solemn  movement^  and  vn.'wz'ca/groaaings, 
I  doubt  not,  but  it  would  attuact  as  uujch  attention 
as  half  a  do^en  elephHUts. 

As  t!)is  is  the  fniii  season,  a  great  ntimbtr  of 
people  Were  crying  peaChf^s  up  at^d  down  the  str^et^ 
but  o;i  ]ioiseback  with  large  panniers  made  of  th« 
r.4'v  hides  of  oxen,  on  each  side  Milk  in  la;-go  tin 
Gannistcrh%  Was  ciyed  about  in  the  same  u:iy'j  and 
as  tliey  were. carried  i;i  a  tolerable  trot,  I  e:fpecteU 
every  moment  to  iie.ir  the  cry  clianged  to  th.u  of 
buUer,  As  I  moved  along'  to^r^rds  the  great 
fiqtiare,  a  part  of  which  i^  the  principul  ma-ket 
place  (iirmedial  ely  in  front  of  the  Castle,  or  govern, 
ment  house)  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  throng 
of  people.  1  met  some  prie.sts  and  friars,  but  by 
no  means  as  many  a'^  I  •xpeoted,  and  nothing  like 
the  number  I  met  at  if.o  .bneiro.     There  are  [-.er- 
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h.  ft  le-tt  ..ij.'Stf'vies,  «nd  conveits  in  Bu>;nos 
Ay's  tl.an  in  any  Spanish  town  in  the  world.  Bm 
-as  things  are  very  uiuch  juclg'e<i  of  by  comparisov!, 
it  is  liijtily  probable  tliat  if  I  had  »iot  touched  at 
the  pliice  before  mentioned,  and  kad  come  directly 
here  from  one  of  our  cities,  I  should  h.A'e  considered 
the  number  of  tlie  recfubr  and  secular  clergy,  very 
con'^iderable.  It  nvist  be  constantly  kept  in  view, 
that  in  order  to  judge  of  these  people  fairly,  we 
are  to  compare  them  with  Spanish  or  PorlUf^uese, 
and  look  at  tolint  they  have  been,  not  to  the  state  of 
liii'iRs  ill  the  United  States.  The  dress  of  the  se- 
culars when  in  tiieir  cannonicals,  is  like  that  of  the 
episcopal  clerfry,  except  that  tUey  wear  a  broad 
cjTiaker  hat.  The  moaks  and  friars  are  easily  distin- 
jruisiie.'I  by  their  habit  of  coarse  cloih  or  flannel.girt 
j'otuid  the  waist,  and  with  a  cowl  or  hood  behind. 
In  speaking  of  the  catholic  clergy,  we  wiio  knov.' 
iiitle  aiout  them,  are  very  much  in  the  habit  of  con- 
founding these  two  classes.  They  are  very  ditler- 
e:.t,  b>th  in  ciia.Mctep  and  appearauce.  Tlie  secu- 
Uis  hie  necessarily  men  of  education,  and  living 
and  mingling  in  socieiy,  participate  in  the  ieelings 
of  the  people,  and  cannot  avoid  t;.kit;g  part  in  tem- 
poral art'airs.  The  moiiks  on  the  contrary,  are  jre- 
^aiioiis,  not  dispersed  through  the  society,  but 
s'lut  up  in  tkeir  convents  and  monabteries,  and  not 
permitted  to  mingle  in  the  afi'airs  of  the  world. — 
From  the  first  it  is  natiu-ul  to  expect  liberality  and 
intelligence,  as  well  as  from  other  christian  clergy; 
but  in  the  latter,  it  would  not  be  surprising,  to  find 
supevbtitioa  and  ignorance. 

On  approaching  the  market  place,  as  it  was  still 
early  in  the  day,  I  found  that  the  crowd  had  not  en- 
tirely   dispersed.     There  is  no  market   house,  or 
stalls,  except  in   the  meat  market,  situated  on  one 
corner  of  the    square  which  fronts    on  the   plaza, 
livery  thing    olT'ered  for  sale,  was  spread  on  the 
ground.     I  can   say  but  little  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  cleanliness;   dirt  and  filth,  appeared  to 
have  a  prescriptive  right  here.  One,  who  had  never 
seen    anv  other  than  a  PhiUdelpliia  market,    can 
form  noidea  of  the  condition  of  this   place.     To 
initke    amends,    it  is  admirably  supplied  with  all 
the  necessaries,  and  delicacies,  that  an  abundant 
snd   fruitful  country   can    afford.     Beef,    mutton, 
fjivls,  game,   &c.  with  a  variety  of  excellent  Hsh, 
v/ere  here  in  great  plenty,  and  for  prices,  which  in 
our  markets  would  be  considered  very  lovvf.     Beef 
particularly,  is  exceedingly  cheap  and  of  a  superi 
cr  quality;  it  is  the  universal  dish;  chiefly  roasted. 
Absolute"  want,   is  scarcely  kjiovvn  in  this  country, 
any  n.ore  than  widi  us.— As  1  passed  by  the  huck- 
sters stalls,  they  presented  a  much  richer  display, 
than  anv  I  had  been  accustomed  to  see.     Here,  ap- 
ples, grapes,  oranges,  pomegranates,  peaches,  fig.i, 
pine-appleb,   water-melons,  were  mingled   in  fair 
prufus'ion. 

The  plaza,  or  great  square,  is  at  least  twice  as 
lavi^i  us  the  state  house  yard  in  Philadelplua,  and 
is  unequally  divided  into  two  parts,  by  an  edifice, 
long  and  low,  which  serves  as  a  kind  of  bazaj,r,  or 
place  >'>f  &hops,  witli  a  corridor  on  each  side  the 


wlilcli  otien  serves  as  a 
s'lops. 


stielicrfor 
or    3io;-(-s, 


v.''."ie  length, 

the   mari^et    people.     At    ihes 

which  art  pretty  well  suppliui'i,  they  can  rj.akti  taeir 
purchases,  without  the  troubie  of  wandering 
t!irf'u,^h  tlie  town.  Tlie  sp:ice  between  this  and 
•  the  tori,  is  that  appropriated  fur  ii;e  market.     Tiie 


cppTsiie  s:de,  wlilcb  IS  nr.MC-!  larger,  is  a  kind  of 
place  (P  (inin:.-  und  fronting  the  budding  ju>>l  spo- 
u>.;i  oi,  and  v.'hich  iiLierceins  the  view  ox  the  fort, 


i  ei  ■.  IS  a  lery  fine  ea.fice  called  the  Cabildo,  or 
town  boiise,  somewhat  resembling  tha"  of  Ne^*  Or- 
leans, but  much  larger.  In  this  building,  the  courts 
hold  their  sessions,  and  the  offices  are  kept.  The 
city  council,  or  cabildo,  also  sit  here,  and  business 
of  all  kinds  relating  to  the  police,  is  here  transact, 
ed.  Near  tlie  centre  of  the  square,  a  neat  pyramid 
has  been  erected,  commemorative  of  the  revolution, 
Willi  four  emblematic  figures,  one  at  each  corner, 
representing  justice,  science,  liberty  and  America; 
the  whole  enclosed  with  a  light  railing. 

The  shops,  or  stores,  as  far  as  I  observed,  in  my 
perambulation  through  the  city,  are  all  on  a  very 
small  scale,  and  m.^ke  no  shew  as  in  our  towns. 
There  are  but  few  sign.s,  and  those  belong  chiefly 
to  foreigners;  such  as  sustre,  bolero,  sapatero,  &o.  ile 
Londrcs;  taylor,bootmaker,shoemaker  from  London. 
Tlie  greater  pirt  of  the  trades  which  are  now 
flourishing  here,  particularly  hatters,  black  smiths, 
and  many  others  that  I  might  enumerate,  have  been 
established  since  the  revolution;  the  journeymen 
mechanics  are  chiefly  half  Indians  and  mulattoes. 
The  wages  of  an  American,  or  Englislt  jonrncyrr.an, 
are  high.er  than  in  any  part  of  the  world:  fifuen 
hvindred,  or  tv/o  thousand  dollars,  per  annum,  I  am 
told  are  very  oommnnly  given.  Tl^ere  are  other 
squares  through  the  town,  besides  the  one  already 
mentioned,  in  which  markets  are  held.  There  are 
also  large  yards,  or  corrals,  which  belong  to  the 
city,  antlare  hired  to  individuals  for  the  purposeof 
confining  droves  of  cattle.  I  observed  several 
large  wood  yards,  in  winch  there  were  immense 
piles  of  peach  limbs,  tied  into  bundles  or  faggots, 
together  with  timber  and  firewood  brought  from 
Paraguay  cr  the  Brazils. 

In  receding  from  the  river  towards  the  cottntry, 
the  streets    wear  a    much  more  mean  appearance; 
being  very  dirty,  and  apparently  much  neglected, 
Vt-hile    thu    houses    seldom   exceed    one  story  i| 
heigiit,  and  built  of  brick  scarcely  half  burnt.    In 
walking  from  the  front  streets,  we  seemed  to  be 
transferred  at  once,  to  some  half  civilized  village, 
a  thous;ir.d  miles  in  the  interior.     Every  where  in 
the  skirts  of  the  town,   much  of  the  Indian  race  is 
visible,  generally  a  very  poor,  harmless  and  in^o* 
lent  people.     Tbey   coinmonly    speak  nothing  but 
Spanish,   and  but  for  their  complexion,  and  inani- 
mate countenances,  they  could  not  be  distinguish- 
ed from  tlie  lower  orders  of  the  Spanish  Americans, 
suc'.i  as  the  laborers,  carters,  countrymen,  gauchps, 
Sic.     It  would   be  worth  enquiring    into  the  cause, 
why  none  of  the  aboriginies    are  found  in  this  man- 
ner near  any  of  our  towns,  v;l  ioh  possess  thepopu* 
iation    and    opulence  of  Buenos  Avres.     It  surely 
docs  not  arise  from  their  having  been  treated  with 
more  kindness    here,  or  more  pains  having  b^en 
taken  in  their  civilization;   or  because  the_  nations 
in  the  vicinity  were  more  numerous.  I  am  inclineil 
to  attribute  it  to  two  causes;  the  fust  is,  that  the 
early  settlers  on  this  river  were  soldiers,  and  hav- 
ing few  Spanish  women  with  them,  they  were  cpm- 
pelled  like  the  Romans,  to  procure  wives  from  their 
neigiibors,  whicu  laid  the  ground.vork  for  a  mPK 
friendly  intercourse  between  them  and  the  nalive^J 
and  this  continued,  even  after  the  Hourisliing  state 
of  t!te  col  my,  enticed  emigrants  of  both  sexes  from 
old  S.Jain.  Or'it  mny  be  that  those  Indians  are  of  a  leM 
wild  and  untamable  character,  than  those  of  North 
America.  But  the  principal  reason,  is  the  numberot 
Indians  that  have  found  their  way  hither,  from  th( 
nus.iions    of  P..r.^guay  since    tlie  expulsion  ot  th^ 
JCiUit;.,  andaLoii'jm  iLe  provinces  otPci'U,  wheM 
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they  were  a  civilized  people  on  the  first  discovery 
and  conquest.  In  forming  our  ideas  of  the  abo. 
xig'ioesnf  Sou.h  /Vanerica  only  by  what  we  know  of 
these  of  the  north,  we  may  be  led  astray— Against 
Indians  and  Spaniards,  we  have  strong  prejudices 
in  the  United  States;  the  man  of  seuse  should  en- 
deavor to  rise  above  them. 

On  my  way  back  to  the  hotel,  I  met  a  party  of 
twenty  or  thirty  pampas  Indians  on  horseback,  who 
had  come  to  town  for  the  piirpose  of  bartering 
skins  for  such  things  as  they  wanted.  They  excit 
ed  no  curir.si^y  as  they  rode  alon;^  the  stree%  al- 
though tricked  out  with  their  nosebobs  and  earbobs, 
and  except  the  poucho,  wliich  they  wore,  entirely 
naked.  They  were  rather  taller,  and  more  square 
shouldered  than  ours,  but  tlieir  physiognomy  was 
very  nearly  the  same. 

At  this  semsott  of  the  year,  many  of  the  prncipnl 
inhabitants  are  still  in   the  country,  to   which  they 
retire  for  a  few  months,  until  the  i.ppro'ich  of  cool 
weather.     This  is  probably  tke  most  pleasant  sea- 
son  of  the  year,  but  'he  climate  is    seldom  other 
wise;  t'le  range  of  the  thermomeier,  rarrly  exceeds 
fiftv  degrees,  und  hardly  ever  rises  within  ten  de- 
grees as  high  as  with   us.     In  the  vast  plains,  or 
pampas,  which    stretch  from   the  margin  of  the  ri- 
ver  almost '0  the  foor  of  the   Cordilltra"?,    where 
there  is  no   shade  or   shelter,  or  next  to  none,  the 
heat  of  the  sun  is  said  to  be  vei-y  oppressive;  tra- 
vellers therefore  lay  by  in  ?he  middle  of  the  dny.  Tin' 
bftbit  of  the  siestii,  A-bich  prevails  so  universally  in 
this  country,  is  perhaps  an   excuse  for  this   loss  of 
time.    It  was  now  the  t.  oar    here  fir  this   indul 
ge-ice,  and  the  change  from  the  bvisy  populous  city, 
of  a  sudden,    to  the  silence  and  loneliness  which 
takes   place    on   those   occasions,   wks    peculiarly 
sinking.     The  inhabitants  gencraHy  dine  beiween 
one  and  two  o'clock,  and  soon  after,  retiie  to  take 
tbir  evening's  nap,  which   usunlly  lasts  until  fivf 
or  six,  a;  wtjich  hour,  the  devoites  go  to  vespers, 
or  evening  prayers,  in  tha  churches.     1  saw,  howe- 
ver, a  greater  number  of  persons  in  the  streets, 
than  I  had  expected,  and  lam  told    that   of  l»te 
years,  the  habit  has  been  sensibly   decreasing.     I: 
was  fora;erIy  a  s:iying  that  during  the  seista,  none 
but  dogs  and   foreigr.ers    were  to  be  seen  in  tiie 
street.     This  is  no  longer  true;  the  increase  of  bu- 
siness, and  active  employments, having  a  good  deal 
broken  in  upon  a  custom,  which  could  dniy  owe  its 
origin   jo  that  indolence  which  commoidy  proceeds 
frona  a   want  of  incentive  lo  action.     Stich  »n  in- 
centive, must  certainly  have  been  furnished  by  the 
anirmaled   scenes  of  their  revolution,  and  by  the 
numerous  and  important  changes  which  it  has  pro 
duced.  In  very  hot  climates,  as  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  greater  part  of  Soutlj  America,  there  may 
be  some  reason  for  thuu  reposing  in  the  middle  cf 
the  day;  the  intense  heat  of  the  sun,  rendering  it 
unpleasant    and  dangerous,  to   labor  in  the   open 
fields,  and  t'.ie  morning  and  evening  afiTording  suf- 
ficient time  for  them  to  do  all  their  work      Pr«vi- 
dence,  perhaps,  in  equalizing  the  benefits  of  nature, 
has  decreed  that  the  people  should  here  be  cir- 
cumscribed in    their  pursuits  by  the  beat  of  sum- 
mer, as  in  other  countries  by  the  coldness  cf  the 
winter.     Without  such  dispensations,  the  advanta- 
ges   would  be  too  great  on  the  side  of  the  warm 
climates.     The  climate  of  Buenos  Ayres,  however, 
is  :iOt  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  avoid  the 
sun  in  the  heat   of  the  day.     It    resembles    very 
much,  that  to  the  sout!»  of  the  Mississippi,  in  our 
Liouisiana   district  of  Texas,  altliougii  not  qtite  so 
warm  in  summer,  nor  yet  so  cold  in  winter.    The 


south-west  winds  of  the  winter,  are  exceedingly 
piercing;  although  there  is  very  seldom  sHflTirient 
cold  to  encrust  the  water  with  ice;  but  the  frequent 
rains  which  fall  at  this  season,  renders  it  damp  and 
chilly,  as  at  New  Orleat.s.  The  climate  of  the 
southern  latitudes,  although  they  do  not  «rcord 
with  the  same  degrees  north  ofthe  eqtiftor,  in  t'lO 
e.tstern  hemisphere.  7,re  yet  «ever:d  d"g^ees  warm- 
er than  in  North  America.  This  plv-^e  is  si'u'ted 
in  about  35°  south,  andoug't  therefore,  'ocorres- 
po-'d  with  the  climate  of  Norfolk.  TVtt  le  'S  cold 
is  felt  here,  than  in  Charleston  or  Ne '•  Olea'^s. 
This  is  an  important  consideration,  wit>  respec  to 
tlio  territory  of  the  republic,  to  the  southward  of 
this  place.  Molina,  the  historian  of  Chili.  '^' is  taken 
pains  to  disprove  in  his  work  to  which  I  would  re- 
fer you,  the  prevalent  idea  of  the  ex<"essive  col  ^  of 
Putjgonia.  I  tliirk  it  highly  probable,  *h:if  :is  high 
south,  as  latitude  .50°,  the  climate  is  at  least  aS 
mild  as  that  of  Philadelphia.  On  some  olhpr  oc- 
casion, when  I  come  to  spct>k  ofthe  geogr-^phv  of 
thi':  vast  country,  I  will  say  more  on  this  subject. 

Buenos  Ayrep,  from  Its  local  advantagi;s,  w'/ich 
are  similar  to  those  of  New  Orleans,  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  its  harbor,)  near  t'le  mouth  of  a  vast  ri- 
ver, which   with  its  br-Mtc!ies  traverses   a  coun'ry 
n.tpKbJe  of  supporting  fifty  millions  of  souls,  must 
become  some  day  or  other  a  great  oi«y.     There  is 
no  other  town  in  South  Amerxn  whose  positio'i  is 
any  way  to  be  co.mparfd  with  it.     Besides  its  ad- 
va:it.».ges  as  a  great  emporium  fir  the  interior  pro- 
vinces, it  is  favoTirably   situated    for  a  trade  with 
Brazils,  the  West  Indi?s,  Europe,  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Asia.     The  assertion  of  Dnpr.tdt,  that 
neit*<er  Tyre,  nor  Ciirthage,  nor  Rome,  !iad  higher 
destini' s  t*;an  tliis  city,  is  not  exai,gerated.     This 
phve,  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  from  its  foun- 
dation, being  completely  denied  its  natural  adv.-n- 
tigrs,  by  the  wretched  policy  of  Spain,  and  harass- 
ed by  the  incursions  of  the  paTpas  Indians,  con- 
tinued to  be  of  little  impo.'t,<(nce.  I)  f ;ct.  its  growth 
can  be  dated  little  further  b.ack  than  forty    years, 
wlien  these  provinces  with  the  addition  of  those  in 
Upper  Peru,  wcire  erected  into    a  vice  royalty,    of 
which  it  become  the  capital,  and   tlie  comtnercial 
restrictions  imposed  by  Spain,  were  slackened  in 
many    important     particulars.      From    that    time 
B\tcnos  Ayres,  becoming  the  deposit  of  lite  valuable 
products  of  Peru,  of  Pafagtiay,  and  at  the    same 
time  the  seat  of  an   important  branch  of  the  East 
India   trade,  increased  in  pooulation   and  wealth, 
with  unexattipTed    rapidity.     But  within    the   List 
last  ten  years,  its  advantages   Imve  been  incalcula- 
b'y  diminished,  having  been  cimpciled  to  support 
a  bloodt,  and  expensive  war,  for  its  existence.     It 
h«8  had  nothing  but  its  pre.sent  free,  and  im.shack- 
led  trsde  with  all  the  world,  to  counterbalance  ths 
privHtion  of  tho'^e  advantages,  to  whicli  it  owed  its 
rise.     With  Paraguay  and  the  provinces  of  Peru, 
an  intercourse  and  trade,  can  scarcely  be  said   to 
exi.st;  and   with  Chili,  for  some  years  there    was 
none  at  all.     Under  these  circumstances  it  was  not 
to  be  expected,  tliat  Buenos  .\yres  s'lould  do  any 
thing  more  than  remain  stationary      It  does  not  ap- 
pear »s  prosperous  and  flourishing  as  Rio;  but  I  ob- 
served no  striking  m^rkn  of  deca>;  on  the  f.ontrarv, 
the  town  appears  to  be  full  of  people,  thocgh  not 
ovTilowing,  and  hu-iness  se emi;  to  be  hri^k.  Wherj 
we  consider  the  el^brts  and   sacrifices,    which  lit e 
city  has  made,   it  is  only  surprising,  that  it  .si'ould 
not  wear  more  the  appearance  of  exhaustion.  I  am 
informed,  that  within  a  few  year,s  past  ils  popula- 
tion has  even  increased. 
J  ■ 
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^ AGGREGATE 
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Summary  satement  of  the  Importations  into  the  United  Sta'CR,  fVom  1st  Oct  1815,  to  30th  September  18lr 
with  the  vahiation   thereof    in  tlie  U  States,  at  the  time  of  importation,  exchisive  of  the  Duties:-  ' 


Quantity  ottlie  goods  that  paid  specilic  duties. 


In 

Aiiiriicaii 

vessels. 


26,000 

284,000 

143,000 

.251,000 

3,0<:9,00;: 

5^29,000 

3,943,000 

6,493  OOG 

151,001' 

59,000 

419,00' 

714,000 

26,000 

.'iiO:\0';o 

1.424,000 

22.272,i-00 

i;264,oo;. 

35,196,0' 
5,49  l,iO 

612,'Jl;. 

876,000 

S,496,0t»C 

96,000 

585,000 

S,484,i.'00 

1,367,00'.' 

23,000 

2,000 

25,000 

19,000 

181,000 

693,000 

207,000 

233,000 

5,6;:;9,ooo 

318,000 
673.0.-0 
4'J7,000 
9,1  '>9,u00 
567,0!  :0 
340,000 
79,000 
275,500 
117,000 
888,000 
o21,000 

15,00'.; 

19,500 
1,000 

ZS.O'B'J 
1,300 


In 

Foieign 
vessels 


Total. 


ps. 

Sl.OOOigals 

27,000 

33,000 

433,000 

79,000 

2,360,000 

2,001,000 

118,000 

4,000 


1,000 

6,000 

11,000 

3,71:4,000 

22.?,000 

13,371,000 

-,009,000 

79,000 

153,000 

475,000 

60,000 

68,000 

602,000 

260,000 

1,462,000 

.5,000 

4,000 

22,00c 

43,000 

75,000 

2,026,000 

273,000 

993,000 

342,000 

4.7(J  ',000 

294,'JOO 

33,00u 

83,.500 

13,000 

499.0i;0 

215,000 

7,000 

17,51)0 

■    800 

7,01  *u 


lbs. 


Goods  at  7i  pr.  ct  ad.  val. 

Iditto  15  pr.  ct.  ditto 
20  pr.  ct.  dittr 
25  pr.  ct.  ditU 
30  pr.  ct.  dittf 
33  I  3  pr.  ct.dittc 
40  pr.  ct.     ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


26,0C0 
315,000 
170,000 
284,000 

3.464,000 
638,000 

6,303,000 


r)iick,(tbat  p'd  spe'f.  d't  ) 
Wine,  M.ideira, 

-  Frencli,  in  bottles, 

-  Slierry,  St.  Lucnr, 
all  other  in  casks, 


Spirits,  from  jrrain, 
Riira(a75)br.  (l; 


8,494,000!Molasses, 
269,O00jAle  and  Porter, 
63,009l)live  oil, 


15) 


cwt. 
bush 
sqft 
pair 
\I 


419,000 

715,000 

26,000 

5(J6,OOo 

1,43.5,000 

25,976,000 

1,486,000 

48,567,000 

6,500,000 

691,000 

),029,00(' 

3,971,00!; 

156  000 

653,000 

4,086.00( 

1,627,000 

l,4b5,OUO 

2,000 

28,000 

19,000 

185,000 

715,000 

310,000 

3<'8,000 

7,715,0^0 

591,000 

1,665,000 

749,000 

13,Sil,00U 

861,000 

373,000 

79,000' 

3>9,00j}i 


Tea,  Boiiea, 

Souchon.^, 

Imp.  &  Gunpowder, 

Y.  Hyson  &  Hyson, 

H.sliin  Si  other  green 


Coffee, 
Cocoa, 

Sugar,  Brown, 
— ^  White,  &c. 
Almonds, 

Currants,  Fig's  Sc  Prunes, 
Raisins, 
Cheese. 
Soap, 
Tallnw", 
Pepper, 
Pimento, 
Mace, 
Nutmegs, 
Cloves, 

Cassia  and  Cinnamon 
Indigo, 
Cotton, 
Gunpowder, 

White  &,  Red  Lead, 
Ochre, 
Whiting, 
Spanish  Brown, 
Lead  St  lead  maiiufac'res 
Cubles  and  Cordage, 

Twine, 
Quicksilver, 

n&Sleel,  bars,  nails,&c 
130,0001  Hemp, 
1,387,000  Salt, 
536,00ulC(>al, 
22.000}\Vindovy  Glass 
37,000  Bi.ttles, 
KHOclnoots, 


40,000 
14,30<' 


.r;i<)es, 

S(  jj;;irs, 

uUicrart.  ofsmallam't. 


Total  value  of  Goods  importe<l  that  pai;-l  Duty,  to  which  there 
reniains  lo  be  athled  the  amount  of  l'\ee  goods,  goods  not  rt- 
poriej  at  the  Custom  House,  Stc.  &c. 


Aver,  rate 
f  current 

va!.  when 
ni  ported, 

exclusive 

of  duty. 


S  Cts. 
18 

2     50 

2 

1  20 
50 
-70 
95 
50 
60 

1 
40 
55 

1     75 

1  10 
85 
15 
18 
11 
17 
18 
14 
8 
25 
13 
15 
17 
16 

50 
75 
65 
75 
25 
30 
11 
3 
1 
U 
if 
7 
40 
50 
75 
25 
45 
30 


2 
2 


4 
9 


10 
7 
6 
1 


50 


say 


s 


Value  of  all  the   goods  imported,  that  paid" 


duty. 


In 
•American 
vessels. 


439,000 

4,811,000 

4,279,000 

6  <,679,000 

16,053,000 

395,000 

827,000 

90,483,000 


468,000 
■  709,000 

286,000 

301,000 
1,515,000 

371,000 

4,087,000 

3,247,000 

91,000 

59,000 

168,000 

393,000 
45,000 

549,000 
1,211,000 
3,340,000 

227,000 
3,871,000 

933,000 

110,00!; 
123,000 

280,000 

24,000 

76,000 

523,000 

233,000 

3,000 

4,000 

62,000 

14,000 

117,000 

1,212,000 

66,000 

70,000 

626,000 

10,000 

7,000 

6,000 

914,000 

40,000 

136,000 

40,000 

1,309,000 

l,'.i33,000 

399,0i'i0 

96,000 

150,000 

137,000 

6,000 

33,090 

3,000 

102,000 


In 

Foreign 

Total, 

vessels. 

s 

s 

102,000 

541,000 

625,000 

5,436,000 

651,000 

4,933,000 

6,126,000 

69,805,000 

2,119,000 

18,172,000 

395.000 
1,019,000 

192,000 



9,818,000  100,501,1 


78,000 

54,000 

40.000 

217,000 

55,000 

1,900,000 

1,000,000 

71,000 

4,000 


7,000 

9,000 

556,000 

40,000 

1,471,000 

172,000 

14,000 

21,000 

38,000 

15,000 

9,000 

90,000 

44,000 

234,000 


8,000 

3,000 

39, 000 1 

11,000 

22,f'00 

223,000 

8,000 

10,000 

5,000 

470,000 

20,000 

13,000 


396,000 

12:),000 

225,000 

65,000 

70,000 

122,000 

5,000 

7,000 

33,000 

41,000 


29,885.000  8,055,000  37,940,000 


468,000 

787,000 

340,000 

341,000 

1,732,000 

■426,000 

5,987,000 

4,247,100 

162,000 

63.000 

168,0u0 

393,000 

45,000 

556,000 

1,220,000 

3,896,000 

267,000 

5,34'i,CO0 

1^105,000 

■  134,000 

144,000 

318,000 

39,000 

85,009 

61,^,000 

277,000 

237,000 

4,000 

70,000 

14,000 

12O,0C0 

1,251,000 

77,000 

.    92,000 

849,.'00 

18,000 

17,000 

11,009 

1,384,000 

6(?,000 

149,000 

40,000 

1,7U5,«00 

l,203,0f'0 

624,000 

161,000 

220,000 

259,000 

11,'jOO 

40,000 

36,000 

143,000 


120,368,C00.'17,873,000  138,241,009 
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Statement,  by  way  of  Estimate, 

-Of  the  average  value  at  home,  and  the  foreign  oi-  actual  cost  of  the  importations  of  the  United  States,  from 

the  1st  October,  1815,  to  30th  September,  1816. 


IMPORTED. 


Valiialio!)  iu  U.  S.  exclusive  of  duty. 


Go.ods  paying  duty  ad  > 
vai.  official  valuation.  S 
— r-  add,  for  goods  of"! 
this  class  not  reported  I 
and  reported  at  less  i 
tlian  their  vidae,  say  J 


Goods  paying  specific " 
duties,  valuation  at  ] 

average  short  price. 
. add  for  goods  of" 

this  class  not  report-  ] 

ed,  say 


Goods  free  of  duty,  of 
which  no  official  ac- 
count is  rendered, 
viz.  copper,  t  -',  an- 
timony, verdigrise, 
hidesj  rags,  brisiles, 
drugs,  dyewoods, 
cork,  8ic.  as  per  the 
tarift'  then  in  force, 
say 


> 


Iu 
Americau 

vessels. 


90,500,000 
8,500,000 


III 

Foivign 
vessels. 


Total. 


99,000,000 

29,900,000 

.  900,000 


30,800,00'J 


1,500,000 


Totals,  val.  in  U.S.  shortj 
price. 


1131,300,000 


9  800,000 
1,200,000 


Real  oi^t'ori-ifjncost  to  the  United  Si;itps. 


11,000,UO.! 


8,000,000 

300,00.j 


8,300,001 


400,000 


100,300,00 
9,700,000 


which  cost 
the  U.  S 


110,00)000 


37,900,000 
1,200,000 


39,10J,'JOO 


1,900,000 


19,700,000'l51,000,000 


which  cost 

the  U.  S 


which  cost 
the  U.  S. 


In 
American 

vesse  U. 


81,000,000 
8,000,000 


89,000,000 


20,000,000 
700,000 


2y,7oo,o:)0 


1,100,000 


cost  paid, 
or  due  to 
foreigners.lll0,800,00l'j  18,700,000 


in 
Foreign 
ves%fl^. 


9,000,000 
1,000,000 


1U,000,000 


8,000,000 
300,000 


8,300,000 


400  000 


Total. 

90,000,000 
9,000,000 


99,000,000 


28,000,000 
1,000,000 


29.000,000 


1,500,000 


129,500,000 


The  real  or  foreign  cost  of  the  ad  valorem  goods  Is  calculated  at  an  average  of  ten  per  cent,  less  tliaii 
the  Custom  House  valuation:  that  of  the  other  goyds,  not  owned  by  foreigners,  is  calculated  at  one  third 
less  than  their  average  current  value,  at  a  fair,  short  price,  in  the  tjnited  States,  at  the  time  oF  importa- 
tion:—Thf  allowance  for  free  goods,  and  for  goods  undervalued  and  not  reported  at  the  Custom  House, 
is  thought  not  to  be  overrated. 

What  interest  foreigners  owned  in  the  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  is  not  ascertained;  but  for  the  pre. 
sent  purpo-'e,  it  is  not  material  to  know,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  there- 
of ill  the  United  States,  for  foreign  account,  did  not  exceed  the  original  foreign  cost: — It  is  estimated  tliat 
pf  all  the  other  goods,  foreigners  probably  owned  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  such  goods  as  was 
imported  in  foreign  vessels. 

And  it  is  reckoned,  that  on  the  amount  of  our  exports  to  foreign  countries,  during  the  s^me  year,  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  a  loss  was  sustained  equal  to  the  aggregate  of  their  freights,  so  that  there 
were  no  profits  to  be  invested  in  foreign  countries  to  swell  the  amount  of  our  imports. 

And  as  the  amount  of  our  imports  had  likewise  the  previous  year  considerably  surpassed  the  amount  of 
our  exports,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  tliat  there  was  any  great  balance  of  American  c;ipital  left  in  foreign 
countries  to  create  sucli  an  i-xcess  of  importations  in  1816.  It  may  be  said  that  the  great  influx  of  emi- 
grants with  some  property,  contributed  in  a  small  degree  to  augment  the  imports,  and  by  so  nnrch  the 
baltnceof  trade  against  us  was  diminisiied; — as  also  by  tlie  amount  of  sucli  debts  due  to  foi*eigners  as 
may  have  been  liquidate  1  by  acts  of  insolvency:  but  it  was  increased  again  on  tlie  other  hand  by  the  a- 
niount  of  specie  imported  as  merchandize  during  the  same  time,  which  was  not  inconsiderable; — Tiien, 


The  total  of  the  importations  into  the  United  States,  in  1816,  is  estimated  to 

have  cost  the  United  States, 
The  total  oi' exportations  from  the  same,  to  have  produced  to  the  U.  S. 

Apparent  balance  of  trade  against  the  United  States,  in  1815,  being  a  debt  of 
so  nuich  incurred  to  foreign  countries,  to  be  jlicjuidated  with  specie,  or  ] 
by  the  exportations  of  subsequent  years. 


gl29,500,00n 
81,900,000 


g47,600,000 


212 
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CONGRESS. 

OJftVXWb    or  THE  SECOUIi  SKSSIOW  OP  TUB    FIFXBEHTfl 
CONORBS9. 

m  SENATE. 

MOWBAT,  NOV.   16,  131B. 

At  merklian,  Mr  GAniAnn,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate,  took  the 
chair,  and  the  secretary  having  called  over  the 
roll,  the  following  gentlemen  answered  to  their 
na<>»e9 

Frnm  J^'^ew  HamaJurc.  M.\  Morrill. 

JMansachiiseits,  Mr,  Mellen. 

Jlhoile  Island,  Mr.  Burrill. 

Vermont,  Mr.  TioheT>or,  Mr.  Palmer. 

(TJonHecticut,  Mr.  DasTgett, 

JV^wForfc,  Mr.  Kin^r.  Mr.  Sanford. 

J\^ewJer.?etf,  Mr  Wilson  ani!  Mr.  DVkerson. 

PansyJvania,  Mr,  Lacnr.k  and  Mr.  Roberts. 

Delaware,  Not  present. 

JMarylatid,  Mr.  Goldsboroufth. 

Virginia,  Mr.  Bsrbnur  and  Mr.  Eppes. 

.TVorth  Carolina,  Mr.  Micon. 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Gaillard  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Georgia,  Not  present. 

Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Eaton. 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles. 

Jjonisinva,  .Mr.  Fromentin  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Indium,  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Noblp„ 

JMi.isissippi,  Mr.  Wiliianrjs  and  Mr.  Leplce. 

A  quorum  being'  present,  a  messji^e  was  sent  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  notifying  that  body  of 
the  fact. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  jointly  with  a  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  by  the  other  house,  f6r  the 
purpose  of  waiting  on  the  president  of  the  United 
S'ates,  to  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  were 
organized,  &.c.  Messrs.  Macon  and  Daggett  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  se 
nste. 

A  committee  of  engrossed  bills  was  appointed, 
CI  sisting  of  yi&Hsrs.  Jtnggles,  Dickerson  and  .'Ifbr. 

vin. 

A  committee  of  accounts  was  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Lpcock,  JJaggett  Knd  Dickerson. 

Mr.  MorriU  oflored  a  resolution  for  appointing  a 
]oint  library  committee,  and  Mr.  IVHson  a  resolu- 
tion for  appointing  a  chaplain  to  each  house,  both 
of  which  resolutions  received  their  first  reading 
— and,  after  adopting  the  usual  rule  respecting 
newspapers, 

The  senate  adjourned. 


HOtrSB    OF    HF.pnESF.WTATIVES. 

'^Monday,  JKov.  16. — At  12  o'clock  preclsel)',  Mr. 
Speaker  Clat  took  the  chair. 

The  roll  being  called  over  by  the  clerk,  it  ap- 
peared tiiat  the  following  members  were  present, 
viz. 

JVV«  Ifa;npshire. — Messrs.  Butler  Clagett,  Hale, 
Livermore,  Ptrrott,  Upham. 

Massachusetts. — Messrs.  Adams,  Gage,  Holmes, 
,Tona.  Mason,  Morton,  Orr,  Rice,  lluggles,  Samp- 
son, Shaw,  Silsbee,  AVhitman. 

Jlliode  Island. — Mr.  Boss. 

Co7inecticut. — Messrs.  Huntingdon,  Moseley, Pit- 
kin, Terry,  Williams. 

Vermont. — Messrs.  Allen,  Crafts,  Hunter,  Merrill, 
Jlich,  Richards. 

JsTew  York. — Messrs.  Cnmstock,  Cushman,  Has- 
brouck,  Herkimer,  Hubbard,  Irviue,  Kirtland,  LiW- 
yer.  Palmer,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Storrs, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Townsend,  Westerlo,  Wilkin, 
"Williams-. 


J^e-w  Jersey. — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bennett,  Bloom- 
field,  Kinsey,  Linn,  Southard. 

Pennsylvania. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bo. 
den,  Darlington,  Hopkinson,  W  P.  Maclay,  Mar- 
chand,  Moore,  Murray,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Rogers, 
Sergeant,  Seybert,  Tarr,  Wallace,  Whiteside,  Wil- 
son. 

Delaware. — None  present. 

Mary'and. — Messrs.  Bayley,  Culbreth,  Herbert, 
Little,  Peter,  Reed,  S.  Smith,  Stuart. 

Virginia. —  Messrs.  Austin,  Barbour,  Burwell, 
Floyd,  Garnett,  L'^wis,  INt'Coy,  Mercer,  IT.  Nelson, 
Newton,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Tucker. 

JVorth  Carolina. — Messrs.  Edwards,  Hall,  Mum- 
ford,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Slocumb,  Smith,  Stewart, 
Walker,  Williams. 

South  Carolina. — Messrs.  Bellinger,  Middleton, 
Tuckej. 

Georgia. — Messrs.  Cook,  Crawford,  Forsyth,  Ter- 
rill. 

Kentucky. Messrs.    Desha,     Johnson,     New,  ' 

Quarles,  Robertson,  Speed,  Trimble,  Walker. 

Tennessee. — Messrs.  Claiborne,  Jones,  Rhea. 

Ohio. — Messrs.  Campliel!  and  Harrison. 

Indiana. — ^Ir.  Hendrif^ks. 

Mississippi. — Mr.  Poindexter. 

Illinois. — Not  present. 

Missouri  territoru. — Mr.  Scott. 

Ahibnma. — Mr.  Crowell. 

The  following  members,  elected  to  s'lpply  v.a« 
cahcies  in  the  house,  also  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  viz. 

From  Massachusetts — Enoch  Lincoln,  vice  Mr. 
Parris,  resigned. 

From  Connecticut— Sy\ves\.eY  Gilbert,  vice  Mr. 
Holmes,  resigned. 

From  Pennsylvania — Samuel  Moore,  vice  Mr. 
Ingham,  resigned — and  Jacob  Hotsteter,  vice  Mr. 
Spangler,  resigned. 

From  Virginia — John  Pegram,  vice  Mr.  Good- 
wyn,  deceased. 

Frono  Loiiisia?m— Thomas  Cutler,  vice  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, resigned. 

A  quorum  being  present — 

Mesnages  were  exchanged  with  the  senate  to 
that  effect, 

Messrs.  Taylor  and  Baldwin  were  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  house,  on  the  joint  committee  for 
waiting  on  the  president. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  state  of  Illinois — which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

After  the  usual  order  respecting  newspapers, 
&c.  &c. 

The  house  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  tomorrow. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SEITATF.. 

.ToHjf  GAiLtAHD,  President  pro-tempore. 
Charles  Cutis,  Secretary. 
Mountjoy  Baily,  Serge,  nt  at  arms. 
Henry  Times,  Doorkeeper. 

OFFICF.RS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF    RF.PUESENTATIVES. 

Henry  Clay,  Speaker. 
Thomas  Dougherty,  Clerk. 
Thomas  Dunn,  Sergeant  at  arms. 
Thomas  C'axton,  Doorkeeper. 
Btnjannn  Burch,  \ssistaiit  do. 
In  the  Senate,  all  committees  are  appointed  by 
ballot;  in  the  house  of  repre^-cntatives,  by  the  Si)ea- 
ker. 

The  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  two  houses  are 
appointed  by  the  secretary  and  clerk  of  each  house 
respectiveh'. 

The  ofFcersofthe  ssnats  are  elected   to  serve 
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ais 


-J<>.-'^^J«<BJW 


duri[i:j  pleasare;  those  of  the  A(jwse  q/'»'e/irc»eTiiflit'ues, ;  for  othfr  clMses  of  claimb,   or  for  the  settlement 


biennial!}',  at  the  conitneiicefnent  of  the  fir«t  ses- 
sion of  each  congress,  to  serve  un'.il  tl»e  commence- 
jneiit  of  the  first  session  of  congress  ensuing. 

Washington,  Nov.  17 
This  day,  at  12  o'clock,  tl»e  Pm-iiiiENx  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  to  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, by  his  secretary,  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe,  \h€  fol- 
io >ving 

MESSAGE: 
Fellew-citizeni  of  the  smiate,  , 

andofifie  house  of  representatives: 
The  auspicious  circumstances,  under  which  you 
■will  commence  the  duties  of  the  present  session, 
will  lighten  the  b-irden,  inseparably  from  the  high 
trust  committed  to  you.  The  fruits  of  the  earth 
have  been  unusually  abundant;  commerce  has  i4ou- 
rished;  the  revenue  has  exceeded  the  most  favora- 
ble anticipalioii,  and  peace  and  amity  are  preserv- 
ed with  foreign  nations,  on  conditions  just  and 
honorable  to  our  country.  For  these  inestimable 
we  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  that  Pro- 


•jlessiivg, 

vidence  which  watches  over  the  destinies  of  na 

ti0:1S. 

As  the  terrn  limited  for  the  operation  of  the  com- 
mercial convention  with  Great  Britai!i  will  expire 
early  in  the  month  of  July  next,  and  it  was  deemed 
important  that  there  should  be  no  interval,  during 
which,   that  portion  of  our  commerce  which  was 
provided  for  by  that  convention  should  not  be  re- 
gulated,  either  by   arrangement  between  the  two 
governiuents,  or  by  the  authority  of  congress,  the 
minister  of  the    United  States  at  London   was   iu- 
stucted,  early  m  the  last  summer,  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  Bfii-ish  government  to  the  subject, 
with  a  view  to  tiiat  object.     He  was  instructed  to 
propose,  alio,  that  the  negotiation  which  it  was 
wished  to  open,  might  exte*id  to  the  general  com 
merce  of  ihe  two  countries,  and  to  every  other  in- 
terest and  unseiUed  difference  between  them;  par- 
ticularly to  tliose  relating  to  impressment, tJie  tislie- 
ries,  and  boundiirit*,  in  tlie  hope  that  an  arrange- 
ment might  t>e   m^de,  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
advant.^ge,  which  might  comprehend,  and  provide, 
in  a  satisfactory   mauner,  for  all   these  high  con- 
cerns.    I  have  the  satisfaction  to   state,  that   the 
projiosal  was  received,  by  the  liritisl«  government, 
in  llie  spu'it  which  prompted  it;  and  that  a  nego- 
ciation  has  been  opened  at  London,  embracmg  all 
these  objects.     On  full  consideraiion  of  the  great 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  trust,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  commit  it  to  not  less  than  two  of  our  dis- 
ti-:gui.s,  cd  ci  izens,  and,  in  consequence,  the  envoy 
e.\.iraoidiriary  ^ad  iJiinister  plenipotentiary  of  t)je 
United  States,   at   Paris,  has    been  associated  with 
our  env;)y  exiraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry, at  Li/iidon;  to  both  of  whom  corresponding  in- 
suuctions  have  been  given.and  they  are  now  engaged 
in  the  discharge  of  jis  duties.     It  is  proper  to  add, 
that, to  prevent  any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the 
delay  to  a  negociation  on  so  many  important  sub- 
jects, it  was  agreed,  before  entering  on  it,  that  tlie 
existing  convention  should  be  continued  for  a  term 
not  less  than  eight  years 

Oiir  relations  with  SpaLi  remain  nearly  in  the 
state  ill  which  they  were  at  tlie  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. The  conve.itioii  of  1802,  providing  for  the 
adjustment  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  ciauns  of  our 
citiiicns  for  injuries  sustained  by  spoliaiion,  and  so 
long  su.spendeu  by  the  Spamsii  government,  has  at 
lengt.i  been  ratified  by  it;  but  no  arrangement  has 
y^t  l)ccn  made  tor  the  paynieui  of  another  portion 


of  boundaries.    These  subjects  have   again  been 
brought  under  consideration  in  both  countiies,  but 
no  agreement  has  beei)  entered  into  respecting  tbem. 
In  the  raefm   time,  events  liave  occurred,  which 
cleai'ly  prove  the  ill  effect  of  the  policy,  which  that 
goveiiunenl  h  as  so  long  pursued,  on  the  friendly  re- 
lations of  the  two  couutries  which,  it  is  presumed, 
it  is  at  lensi  of  as  much  importance  to  Spain,  ae  to 
the  United  Stages,  to  maintain.     A  state  of  things 
has  exlited  in  the  I'loridau,  the  tendency  of  which 
has  been  obvious  to  all  who  have  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  progress  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  those  provijices  to  which 
the  Spanish  title  extends,  the  go.  jrnment  of  Spain 
has  scarcely  been  felt.     Its  authoriiy  has  been  con- 
fined, alm-jst  exclusively,  to  the  walls  of  Pcusacola 
and  St    Augustine,  within  which  only  small  garri- 
sons have  been  maintained.  Adventurers  from  every 
coimtry,   fugitives    from  justice,   and  absconding 
slaves,  have  found  an  asylum  tliere.     Several  tribes 
of  Indians,  strong  in  the  number  of  their  warriors, 
remarkable  for  their  ferocity,  and  whose  settle- 
ments extend  to  our  limits,  inhabit  those  provinces. 
These  different  hordes  of  people,  connected  to- 
gether, disregarding,  on  the  side,  the  authority  of 
Spain,  and  protected,  on  the  other,  by  an  imnginary 
line  which  separates  Florida  from  the  United  States, 
have  violated  our  laws  prohibiting  the  introduc- 
tion of  sl.ives,  have  practised  various  frauds  on  our 
revenue,  and  committed  every  kind  of  outrage  oa 
our  peaceable  citizens,  which  their  proximity  to  ua 
enabled  them  to  pe  rpetrate.     The  invasion  of  Ame- 
lia Island  last  year,  by  a  small  band  of  adventurers, 
not  exce-'ding  one  hundred  and   fifty  in  number, 
who  wrested  it  from  the  inconsiderable  Spanish 
force  stationed  there,  and  held  it  several  months, 
during  which,  a  single  feeble  effort  only  was  made 
to  recover  i>,  which  failed,  clearly  proves  how  com- 
pletely extinct  the  Sjjanish  autho.  ity  had  become. 


as  the  conduct  of  those  adventurers,  while  in  pos- 
session of  tlie  island,  as  distinctly  shews  tJie  perni- 
cious purposes  for  which  their  combination  h^d 
been  formed. 

This  country  had,  in  fact,  become  the  theatre  of 
every  species  of  lawless  adventure.    With  little 
population  of  its  own,  the  Spanish  authority  almost 
extinct,  and  the  colonial  governments  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  having  no  pretention  to  it,    and  sufS- 
ciently  employed  in  their  own  concerns,  it  was,  in  a 
great  measure,  derelict,  and  the  object  of  cupidity, 
to  every  adventurer.     A  system  of  buccaneering 
Was  rapidly  organizing  over  it,  vvliich  menaced  in 
us  couscqeuuces,  the  lawful  commerce  of  every  na- 
tion, end  particularly  of  the  United  States;  while  it 
presnted  a  templatioii  to  every  people,  t>n  whose 
seduction  its  success  principally  depended.     In  re- 
gard to  the  United  States,  the  pernicious  effect  of 
this  unlawful  combination,  was  not  confined  to  the 
ocean;  the  Indian  tribes  have  constituted  the  ef- 
fective force  in  Florida.     Witli  these  tribes  these 
adventurers  had  formed,  at  an  early  period,  a  con- 
nection,  with  a  view   to  avail  themselves  of  that 
force  to  promote  their  owa  projects  of  accumula- 
tion and  aggrandizement.     It  is  to  the  interference 
of  some  of  these  adventurers,  in  misrepresenting 
the  claims  and  titles  of  the  Indians  to  land,  and  in 
practising  on  their  savage  proi)ensitifcS,   that  the 
Semiiiole  war  is   principally   to  be  traced.     Men 
who  thus  connect  themselves  with  savage  commu- 
nittes,  and  stimulate  them  to  war,  which  is  always 
att.;nJed  on  their  part  wiUi  acts  of  barbarity  the 
most  shocking,  deserve  to  be    viewed  in  a  worse 


of  liku  cluinib,  ii»t  Isss  extensive  er  well  foauded,  ©r   light  than  the  savages.    They  v.'ould  certainly  !i3v 
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no  claim  to  an  immunity  from  the  piinisliment, 
wliich,  accordiii^.'jto  the  rules  of  warfare  pi-jclised  by 
the  SHV;i^^es,  mig'it  justly  be  inflicted  on  the  sa 
vages  themselves. 

IF  the  tmbarrassments  of  Spain  prevented  her 
from  making  ..n  inrleipnity  to  our  ci'izens,  tor  so 
lon^  a  time,  fr  >m  lier  tieasuvy,  for  their  losses  by 
spoliation,  and  oti  erwise,  it  vms  alivays  in  her 
power  to  i\sve  provided  it,  by  the  cession  of  this 
territory.  Oftlii'^,  her  government  has  beeu  repe  it 
ediy  apprized;  :i;iil  the  cession  whs  the  more  to  have 
been  anUcipa.  ed,  as  Spiiin  must  have  known  tha, 
jn  ceding  it,  she  would,  in  effect,  cede  vvh.t  hnd 
become  of  little  value  xo  her,  and  would  likewise 
relieve  herself  from  t))0 'mport:ii;t  oblijiatioa  se- 
cured by  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  aU  other  conipro- 
mi'.roents  respecting  it.  If  the  United  Sutes,  from 
con-.'.deranon  of  th^S'?  errbavrassments,  dccliried 
presftinu  their  claims  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  the 
mof.ive  ought,  at  leasr,  to  have  been  duly  appre 
elated  by  the  government  of  Spun,  li  is  well 
known  io  her  gover;>meiit,  that  ovhtr  powers  liave 
made  t  >  the  United  S.^te.'!  an  ii.dtianity  for  like 
losses,. ^sustained  by  their  c  iiizt-ns  at  the  same  epoch. 

There  is.  nevi  rtlu  less,  m  timit  beyond  whici 
this  spirit  of  audty  :'nd  forbearance  c:'n,  in  no  in 
Stanc-,  he  jus:ific-d.  If  it  was  proper,  to  rely  on 
amicable  negociaiion,  for  an  i.:demni'y  for  losses, 
it  would  ..o-  h  ive  been  so,  to  have  permitted  the 
inahilityof  S tai-i  to  fulfil  her  cyugements,  :<nd  to 
su^itain  hsr  aut'.i/.  it}'  in  the  Fiori,'as,  to  be  pervert- 
ed by  fjreigi!  -dventurers  and  savages,  to  pu:poses 
so  destructive  lo  the  lives  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
»nd  the  higliest  interests  of  the  United  btaie*. 
The  rig'it  of  self  defence  never  ce:isc-s.  It  is 
among  the  most  sacred,  and  alike-  necessary  lo  na- 
tions and  individ\i:ds.  And,  whellier  the  attack  be 
made  hy  Spain,  I'erself,  or  by  those  who  abuse  her 
power,  its  obligation  is  rot  the  less  stroni^'.— 
T':c  iiiViders  of  Amelia  Island  had  assume!'  a  po- 
pul.ir  and  respected  title,  under  wfiich  they  migni 
approach  :md  wound  us.  As  their  o'jtxt  was  -Us- 
tinctly  seen,  and  the  duty  imposed  on  tlie  exe 
cuMve,  by  an  exis  jng  law,  was  profoundly  ftit, 
that  mask  was  not  permitted  lo  protect  them.  It 
was  thought  ir.cunibeut  oa  the  United  Sr;ites,  to 
suppress  t!ie  establishnient,  and  it  was  accordingly 
done.  The  coinbina'iiin  in  Florida,  tor  the  unlaw- 
ful  purposes  statec^,  the  acts  perpetrated  by  tliat 
conibii.atioii,  and,  above  all,  the  incitement  of  the 
Indians,  to  massacre  our  fellow  citizens,  of  every 
age,  and  of  both  sexes,  merited  a  like  treatment, 
and  received  it.  In  pursuing  these  savages  to  an 
iiTidiginary  line,  in  the  woo  ^,  it  would  have  been 
the  height  of  folly  to  have  suffered  that  line  to  pro- 
tect them.  Had  that  been  done,  the  war  could 
never  cease.  Even  if  the  territory  bad  been,  ex 
clusiv  ly,  that  of  Spain,  and  iier  power  complete 
over  it,  we  had  a  right,  by  tiie  law  of  nation--,  to 
follow  the  enemy  on  i",  and  to  subdue  him  there. 
liut  the  territory  belonged,  in  a  certain  sense  m 
least,  to  the  savage  enemy,  who  inhabited  ii,  thr 
P'^wer  of  Si>:iin  iia<l  ceased  lo  cx'.^t  over  it,  and 
protection  v.as  souglit,  under  her  tj'le,  by  tUobc 
who  h.>d  committed  on  our  citizens  hostilities, 
which  sh.e  was  bound,  by  treaty,  to  have  prevented, 
but  had  not  the  po.ver  to  prevent:  To  have  stop- 
ped at  that  line,  would  have  given  new  encouraiji'- 
Tiicnt  tr  these  sav;iges,  tndne.v  vigor  to  the  whole 
c;  mbination  ex:stiiig  tiiere,  in  tlie  prosecution  of 
at  its  pernicious  purposes. 

In  suppressing  iheestallishment  at  Ameli.t  I-  .and, 
no  uni'riendiiiiess  h,;s  ni.tnifested  u.tvarda  Spain, 
tecause  the  post  was  taken  from  a  force  which  had 


wrested  it  fro'-n.  her,  The  mpasur^ ,  it  is  tine,  wa» 
not  adopted  in  concert  with  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, or  those  in  atithor'tity  under  it,  because,  in 
tran.-aclioi,3  connected  with  the  war,  in-  which 
Spain  and  her  colonies  are  eng  .ger\  it  was  thought 
propel',  in  douig  justice  ta  the  United  St'es,  to 
m-ii.vtain  a  strict  impartiality  toW:u'ds  both  the  bel- 
ligerent parties,  without  consult!'  g  or  acti'ig  in 
concert  with  eitlier.  I  gives  mepleisu'-e  to  slute 
that  t'le  government  of  Bueno«  Ayr^s  and  Vf^neztie- 
la  whose  names  were  assumed,  have  explicitly  dis- 
cUimed  all  participation  in  those  mpasui'^s,  snd 
even  the  knowle<!ge  of  them,  until  communic;>ted 
by  this  government,  and  have  also  expressed  their 
s'-tisf'action,  that  a  course  of  proceeding  had  been 
suppressed,  which,  if  justly  imputable  to  them, 
would  dishonor  their  cause. 

In  authorisirig  major  general  .Tack.'"^on  to  enter 
Florida,  in  pursuit  of  the  Seminoles,  care  was  taken 
not  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  Spain.  I  regret  t» 
have  to  add,  that,  in  executing  this  order,  facts 
were  disclosed,  respecting  the  conduct  of  thP'offi- 
cers  of  Spain,  in  authority  there,  in  encouraging 
the  war,  furnishing  munitions  of  war,  and  other 
supr-lies  to  carry  it  on,  and  in  other  acts  rot  less 
markrd-  witich  evin.':ed  tbeir  par'icipation  in  tlie 
hostile  p'.irooses  of  that  combination,  and  justifi-.d 
the  confidence,  with  which  it  inspired  the  savages, 
that  by  those  v>fficersthey  would  be  nro'ecte  i.  A 
conduct  so  incompatible  with  she  fiiendly  relations 
existing  between  the  two  countries,  particularly 
with  the  positive  obligation  oft^ieSth  article  of  the 
trea'y  bf  1795,  by  which  Sp..in  was  botmd  to  re- 
strain, even  by  force,  those  savages,  from  acts  of 
hostility  against  the  United  Sta'es,  could  not  fail 
to  excite  surprise.  The  commanding  general  was 
convinced  that  he  should  fail  in  his  obj-ct,  that  lie 
should,  ir.  effect,  accomplish  nothing,  if  he  did  not 
depriva  those  sttvsges  of  the  resource  on  which 
they  had  calculated,  and  of  the  protection  on  which 
they  had  relied,  in  making  the  war.  As  all  the 
documents,  relating  to  this  occurrence,  will  be 
laid  before  congress,  it  is  rot  necessary  to  enter 
into  further  detail  respecting  it. 

Although  the  reasons  which  induced  major  ge- 
nei-al  Jackson  to  tiike  these  posts  were  duly  appre- 
ciated, there  was,  nevertheless,  no  hesitation  in 
deciding  on  the  course  which  it  became  the  go- 
vernment to  pursue.  As  there  was  reason  to  believe  • 
that  the  commanders  of  these  posts  had  violated 
their  instructions,  there  was  no  disposition  to  im-. 
pule  to  their  government  a  conduct  so  unprovoked 
and  hostile.— An  order  was  in  consequence  issued 
to  the  general  in  command  there  to  deliver  the 
posts— Pens:icola,  uncotulitionally,  to  any  person 
duly  authorised  to  receive  it;  and  St.  Marks,  which 
is  in  liie  heart  of  the  Indian  country,  on  the  arrival 
of  a  competent  force  to  defend  it  against  those  sa- 
vages and  tbeir  associates. 

in  entering  -Florida  to  suppress  this  combination, 
no  idea  whs  entertained  of  hostility  to  Spain,  and, 
however  just ifudile  the  commaiiding  general  was, 
in  consequence  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish 
officers,  in  en'ering  St.  Marks  and  Pensjcola,  to 
tvrininate  it  by  proving  to  the  savages  and  their 
associates,  that  they  could  not  be  protected,  even 
there;  yet,  the  .'.micable  relations  existing  between 
the  United  .Sia>es  aitd  Spain  could  not  be  altered 
by  .hat  act  alone.  By  ordering  the  restitution  of 
t:"ie  pO;,ts  those  relauons  were  preserved.  To  a 
cliHUge  tf  Ihem  the  power  of  tlie  executive  is  deem^ 
ed  ir.competent.     It  is  vesttd  in  lo:  grcss   mly. 

By  this  measure,  so  prom;>tly  taken,  due  respect 
was  shewn  to  the  government  of  Spain.     The  mis- 
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conduct  of  her  officers  has  not  been  imputed  to  her. 
She  was  enabled  to  review  with  condor  lier  rela- 
tions with  tlie  United  States,  and  her  own  situation, 
particularly  in  respect  to  the  territory  in  qv.e-ction, 
with  the  d;ing;ers  inseparable  from  it;  and  :  atr'u-d 
ing  the  lossrs  wehave  stistained,  for  which  in;lem- 
niiy  has  been  so  long  withheld,  and  the  injuries 
we  have  sufl'ered  through  that  territory,  and  her 
means  of  redress,  she  was  likewise  enabled  to 
take,  with  h.onor,  the  course  best  calculaied  1o  do 
justice  to  tlie  United  States,  and  to  promote  her 
own  weliare. 

Conies  of  the  instructions  to  the  commanding 
gentr^l;  of  iiis  correspondence  wit!)  the  secretary 
of  ^viir,  expinininjT  his  motives  and  jiistlfyini^  Jjis 
coTdtict,  v\'iih  a  copy  of  l!ie  proceedings  of  th.e 
conrts  murlia),  in  tiie  tri.d  of  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 
briatie;  and  of  tiie  correspondence  between  the 
secretary  of  state  and  the  minister  pler/ipolentiary 
®f  Spain  near  this  government;  and  of  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sta  es,  at  Mi<drid, 
writh  the  government  of  Spain,  will  be  laid  before 
congress. 

The  civil  war,  which  has  so  long  prevailed  be- 
t",'een  Spain  and  the  provinces  in  South  America, 
still  continues  without  any  prospect  of  i;s  speedy 
terrr.ination.  The  information  respecting  the  con- 
dition of  those  countries,  which  has  been  collected 
by  the  commissioners,  recently  returned  from 
thence,  will  be  laid  before  congress,  in  copies  of 
tliPir  reports,  with  stich  other  information  as  has 
been  received  from  other  agents  of  the  United 
States. 

I;  appears,  from  these  communications,  that  the 
government  of  Baenos  A3  res  declared  itself  inde- 
pendent in  July  1816,  having  previously  exercised 
the  power  of  an  independent  government,  thotigh 
in  the  name  of  the  kicg  of  Spain,  froai  the  year 
1810:  that  the  Bi.nda  (Jr.'ental,  Entre  Reos,  am! 
Paraguay,  with  the  city  of  Santa  Fee,  all  of  which 
are  also  independent,  are  unconnected  witli  the 
present  government  of  Buenos  Ayres;  that  Uhili  has 
declared  itself  independent,  and  is  closely  connect- 
ed with  Buenos  A_,res;  that  Venezuela  has  also  de- 
clared itself  independent,  and  now  maintains  the 
conflict  witii  various  success;  and  iliat  the  remain- 
ing parts  of  South  America,  except  Monte  Video, 
and  sucli  other  j.orlions  of  the  eastern  bank  of  tiie 
La  Plata  as  are  held  by  Poruigal,  are  stdl  in  pos- 
session of  Spain,  or  in  a  certain  degree  under  her 
inriuence. 

By  a  circular  note  addressed  by  the  ministers  of 
Spaia  to  the  allied  powers,  with  whom  they  are 
accredited,  it  appears  that  the  allies  have  un- 
dertaken to  '.ficdiate  between  Spain  and  the 
South  American  provinces,  and  that  the  manner 
and  exient  of  their  interposilion  would  be  settled 
by  a  congress,  vliich  was  to  have  met  a'  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  in  Sepieniher  last.  Froai  the  gt-nerai  po- 
May  and  course  of  proceeding  observed  by  t!ie  :d- 
lied  powers,  in  regard  to  this  contest,  it  is'infened 
that  they  will  coi.fi-.ie  their  inlerposition  to  the  ex- 
pression of  their  sentiments:  abstaining  from  the 
application  of  force.  I  state  this  impression,  that 
force  will  not  be  applied,  witli  the  greater  saiisfac- 
tion, because  it  is  a  course  ojore  consisient  with 
justice,  and  iikea  ise  auiiiorises  a  hope,  that  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  war  w.ll  be  confined  to  tlie  parties 
only,  and  wih  be  of  shorter  duration. 

From  ilie  view  taken  of  Ihis  ,su!)jt.-ct,  founded  on 
all  the  information  that  weh.ive  been  ai)l?  to  obtain, 
there  is  good  cause  10  be  satisfied  wixh  V:.e  course 
heretofi.f!.  p-jcsued  by  the  U.  S^aUs  in  reg;ir;i  to 
this  contest,   and  to  conclude,  that  it  is  pro;jer  to 


adhere  to  it,  especially,  in  the  present  state  of  af- 

f;urs.  •   * 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  otir  rela- 
tions v.'ith  France,  Tlns^ia,  nnd  other  powers,  con- 
tinue on  t'.'.e  most  friendly  basis. 

In  our  domes'-'ic  roneerns  we  have  ample  cause 
of  satisfaction.  The  rpcei.its  into  the  tveasury, 
during  the  tiiree  first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  ex- 
ceeded s-^vntrer.  miliiovs  .-.f  dc^l'ars. 

After  satisfying  .^ll  the  demasids  which  have 
been  made  under  existing  appropria'.ions,  includ- 
ing the  final  exfrnction  of  the  old  six  per  ce'it 
stock,  an  1  the  redemption  of  a  moiety  of 'lie  Loui- 
siana debt,  it  is  estimated  th  t  t' ere  will  rem-.in 
in  the  treasury,  on  tlie  firvit  day  of  January  next, 
more  than  two  niill'on>;  of  dollars. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  gros?  revenue  which 
has  accrued  from  tlie  customs  durine^  the  same  pe- 
riod amounts  to  twenty  one  millions  of  dollars 
and  that  the  revenue  of  tr.e  whole  year  rnav  be  es- 
timated at  not  less  than  twenty  six  millions. — Th« 
sale  of  the  public  lands  during  the  year  has  also 
greatly  exceeded  both  in  quantity  and  price,  that 
of  any  former  year;  and  there  is  just  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  progressive  improvement  in  that  source  of 
revenue. 

li  is  gratifying  to  know,  that,  although  the  annu- 
al e.'ipenditure  tins  been  increased,  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  r.f  con-jress,  providing^  for  revolu- 
tionary pensions,  to  an  amount  about  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  internal  duties,  which  were  then 
repealed,  the  revenue  for  the  ensuing  year  v.'ill  be 
prnponionably  augmented,  and  that,  wi)itst  the 
public  expp.^.ciiture  will  probably  remain  stationary, 
each  successive  year  will  add  to  the  national  re-- 
sources,  by  the  ordinary  incrertse  ofour  population, 
.■rndbythr^  gradual  devclopemeiit  ofour  laient 
sotuces  of  nationiil  pros-ierity. 

The  sirict  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  rRsult- 
ingprincinally  from  the  s.dutary  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  20th  of  April  last,  amending  the  several 
collection  laws,  has,  it  is  pre-umed,  secured  to  do- 
mestic m:uiuf.ictu;es  all  the  relief  that  can  be  de- 
rived from  the  duties,  which  have  been  imposed 
upon  foreign  merchmdlse,  for  their  protection. 
Under  the  influence  of  tliis  relief  several  br':.nches 
of  tliis  import^.nt  national  interest  have  assumed 
greater  activity,  and,  although  it  is  honed  that 
others  will  gradually  reviv*  .,and  ultim.'itely  tiiuniph 
over  every  obstacle,  yet  the  expediency  of  ir-ant- 
ing  furtlier  protection  is  sutimittc-d  to  your  cousi- 
deration. 

T!ie  mea'^ures  of  defence,  authorised  bv  •»x;st. 
inglaws,  have  been  pursued  with  the  z.^al  and  ac- 
tivity due  to  so  importi.nt  an  object,  •<iul  wivh  ail 
the  devpi'ch  praciicuble  in  so  extensive  and  great 
,.n  undertaking.  The  survey  of  o«r  maritime  and 
inland  fron.ieis  has  been  c^nti^iued;  and  at.  the 
points  where  it  was  decided  to  erect  fortifications, 
the  work  has  been  coiumciic  d,  and,  in  some  in- 
stance*;, cotisiderabie  progress  h:.s  been  made.  In 
compHance  M-ith  resjlutions  of  th?  last  session,  tiie 
board  of  commissioners  were  directed  to  exyuiine 
in  a  particular  manner  tlie  par's  of  the  coast  there- 
in desii;nated,  and  to  report  their  opinion  of  the 
mostsuitable  sites  foi-  two  naval  depots.  Tliis  \'  otIc 
is  i'l  a  train  of  execntian.  The  opinion  of  tlie 
board  on  thii  subject,  with  a  plan  of  all  the  worka 
necess-.ry  to  a  ge;  er.d  system  i.f  defence,  so  far  as 
it  has  brer-,  f  ,rme;',  will  be  laiii  before  congress,  in 
aripor.  fro;.)  ihe  proper  depirlmml,  ?s  soon  as  it 
car  b  -  p  epared.  >> 

Ic  co..;o;inI  y  witii  the  ipj.ropi-ia'ioos  of  the  l.ist 
session,  t:reaties  have  bt;en  fjruied  wjth   the   Q  i.i- 
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paw  tribe  of  Indians,  inhabiting  the  country  on  ihe 
Arkansavv,  and  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osages 
north  of  the  White  river;  with  the  tribes  in  the 
state  of  Indiana;  with  the  several  tribes  within  the 
eliiteof  Ohio,  and  the  Michigan  territory;  and  with 
the  Chickasaws;  by  which  very  extK'nsiva  cessions 
of  'erritory  hava  been  made  to  the  U.  States.  Ne- 
Sfocialions  are  now  depending  witJk  the  tribes  in  the 
JUinois  territory,  and  with  the  Choctaws,  by  which 
it  is  expected  that  other  extensive  cessions  will 
be  made,  I  take  great  interest  in  statinjf  that  the 
cessions  already  made,  wkich  are  considered  so 
important  to  the  U.  States,  have  been  obtained  on 
conditions  very  satisfactory  to  the  Indians. 

With  a  view  to  the  security  of  our  inland  fron- 
tiers, it  has  been  thought  expedlei»t  to  establiah 
strong  posts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  ri- 
ver, and  at  the  Mandaa  village,  on  the  Missouri; 
and  at  the  nioulli  or  St.  Peters,  on  the  Missi.ssippi, 
at  no  great  distance  froai  our  nortliern  boundaries. 
It  can  hardly  be  presumed,  while  such  posts  are 
maintained  in  the  rear  of  the  Indian  tribes,  th»l 
they  will  venture  to  attack  our  peaceable  inhabi- 


peaceat 
tants.  A  strong  hope  is  eraertiiiaed  that  this  inea- 
.sure  will  likewise  ba  productive  of  much  good  to 
the  tribes  tliemselves;  especially  in  promoting  the 
great  object  of  their  civilizaiion.  Experience  has 
clearly  dc monstrated,  that  independent  savsge  com- 
munities cannot  long  exist  withia  the  limits  of  a  ci- 
vilized population.  The  progress  of  the  latter  has 
alHiost  invariably  terminated  in  the  extinotion  of 
the  former,  especially  of  the  tribes  belonging  to 
our  portion  of  diis  hemisphere,  .among  whom,  lof- 
tiness of  sentiment,  and  gallantry  in  action,  have 
been  conspicuous.  To  civilize  them,  and  even  to 
prevent  their  extinction,  it  seems  to  be  mdispensi- 
ble,  that  their  independence,  as  communities, 
should  cease,  and  that  the  control  of  the  United 
Slates  over  them  sliould  be  complete  and  undis- 
puled.  The  hunter  slate  will  then  be  more  easily 
abandoned,  and  recourse  will  be  had  to  the  acqui- 
sition and  culture  of  land,  and  to  other  pursuits 
tending  to  dissolve  the  ties  which  connect  them 
together  as  a  savuge  community,  and  to  give  a  new 
character  to  every  individual.  1  present  this  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  congress,  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  it  may  be  found  expedient  and  prac- 
tical,le  to  adopt  some  benevolent  provisions,  having 
tiiese  objects  in  view,  relative  to  the  tribes  wilhin 
our  settlements. 

It  has  been  necessary,  during  the  present  year,  to 
maintain  a  strong  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  send  somo  public 
ships  along  the  soulliern  coast  and  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Uy  these  means,  amicable  relations  v/ilh  tlie 
iJarbary  powers  have  been  preserved,  our  com- 
merce has  been  protected,  and  our  rights  respect- 
ed. The  augmentation  of  our  unvy  is  advancing, 
with  a  steady  progress,  towards  the  limit  contem- 
jilated  by  law. 

1  communicate,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  acces- 
sion of  anotiier  state,  Illinois,  to  our  union;  because 
1  pieceive,  from  the  proof  afforded  by  the  additions 
already  made, the  regular  progress  and  sure  consum- 
mation of  a  policy,  of  which  history  ah'ords  no  ex- 
ample, and  of  which  the  good  eli'ect  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated.  15y  extending  our  government, 
on  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  over  tlie  vasi 
territory  within  our  limits,  on  the  L.tkcs  and  the 
Mississippi,  and  its  numerous  streams,  new  ihe  and 
vigor  are  infused,  into  every  part  of  our  system.  By 
increasing  the  number  of  the  states,  tne  coiilidence 
of  the  stale  governments  in  their  own  security  is  in 
CiCaied,  and  ihelr  jealousy  of  ihe  UAti{>n.?d  (govern- 


ment proportionably  diminished.  The  im;>racti- 
cability  of  one  consolidated  governmen  for  this 
great  and  growing  nition  will  be  m'jre  apppreiit, 
ind  v;''dl  be  universally  ad.'uitted.  Ir.capable  of  ex- 
«rcis*ing  local  aufhority,  except  for  gejieril  ptirpo- 
sea,  the  general  governmi!nt  will  no  longer  be 
dreaded.  In  thosi-  cases  of  a  local  nature,  and  for 
all  the  great  pu-pdses  for  which  it  was  iastlruted, 
its  autliority  will  be.  cherished.  Each  governmesit 
will  acquire  new  force  and  a  gre  ter  freedom  of 
action,  within  its  proper  spliere.  Okher  inestimable 
advantages  will  follow:  our  produce  will  be  aug. 
men'.ed  to  an  incaiculabie  amount,  in  anicles  of  the 
greatest  value  for  domestic  »is:'.  and  foreign  com- 
merce. Our  navigation  wilt,  in  'ike  degree,  be  in- 
creased— and,  as  the  shipping  of  the  Atlantic  stales 
will  be  employed  in  the  trarisporta*iou  of  the  vast 
produce  of  the  western  coimtry,  even  those  parts  of 
the  United  S£.*tes  which  are  the  most  remote  from 
each  other  will  be  further  bouid  together  by  the 
stroiij^est  ties  which  mu'ual  interest  can  create. 

The  situation   of  this  district,  it  is  thought,  re- 
quires the  attention  of  congress.     By  the  constitu- 


tion, tlie  powr^r  of  legislation  is  exclusively  vested 
in  the  cnngrcssof  the  Utiiied  States.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  this-  power,  in  which  t!ie  people  have  no  par- 
ticipation, congress  legislate  in  all  cases,  directly, 
on  the  local  concerns  of  the  district.  As  this  is  a, 
departure,  for  a  special  purpose,  from  the  general 
principles  of  our  system,  it  may  merit  considera- 
tion, whether  an  arrangement  better  adapted  to  the 
principles  of  our  government  and  to  the  particulav 
interest  of  the  people  may  not  be  devised,  which 
will  never  infringe  the  constitution  nor  attect  the 
object  which  the  provision  in  question  was  intend- 
ed to  secure.  The  growing  population,  already 
considerable,  and  the  increasing  business  of  the 
district,  which  it  is  believed  already  interferes  with 
the  deliberations  of  congress  on  great  national  con- 
cerns, furnish  additional  motives  for  recommending 
this  subject  to  your  consideration. 

When  we  view  the  great  blessings  with  which 
our  country  has  been  favored,  those  .vhich  we  now 
enjoy,  and  ihe  means  which  we  possess  of  handing 
them  down,  unimpaired,  to  onr  latest  posterity, 
our  attention  is  irresistably  drawn  to  the  source 
from  whence  they  flow.  Let  us  tlien  unite  in  offer- 
ing our  most  grateful  acknowledgements  for  these 
blessings,  to  the  Divine  Author  of  all  good. 


November  17th,  1813. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


The  National  Intelligence  of  Wednesday  says — 
In  both  houses,  the  president's  n.essage  was  yester- 
day received  and  read.  In  the  house  of  repre«en- 
tatlves,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JK'e-.vtan,  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Accompanying  the  president's  message  yester- 
day, were  transmitted  to  congress  sundry  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  state  of  vhe  Sou^h  American 
republics,  including  the  reports  of  the  commisaion- 
ers  of  the  United  States  recently  rsturned  from 
those  countries.  Tliey  shall  be  had  before  our  rea- 
ders as  early  as  possible;  as  shall,  when  they  com* 
to  hand,  the  other  documents  referred  to  in  the 
messat^e. 


0;j^We  are  here  forced  to  break  off  short — six 
pages  more  would  hardly  get  in  ihe  m.itter  prepar- 
ed. The  president's  message  was  referred  as  usiial, 
to  commitieei — tlie  particulars  hereafter.  Notbiljg 
else  of  importance  tr;msactcd.' 
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Imported  Goods. 

In  the  preceding  ntimber,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  to  our  readers  a  series  of  highly  impor- 
tant tables,  shewing  the  quantity  arid  valuf  of 
the  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the 
year  1816 — tiie  latest  official  statement,  prepared 
in  April  last,  and  ptiblished  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  following  are  the  .emarks  which  were  design 
ed  to  have  succeeded  these  tables,  but  omitted  for 
want  of  room. 

It  is  fearful  to  look  at  the  result  of  this  year's  bu- 
siness— there  was  a  dear/  balance  agaicst  us  of  no 
less  than  forty  si.v  miWons,  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  that  year.  This  is  not  a  thing  of  specula- 
tion or  matter  of  opinion,  but  of  serious  calculation, 
in  "obstinate  figures,"  which  every  one  may  see 
and  feel  convicted  of  for  himself.  It  should  be 
observed,  however,  that  the  imports  of  1816vrere 
enormous — in  181?  the  balance  against  us  was  pi-o- 
bably  twenty  five  millions— in  the  present  yeai-,  say 
about  20  millions;  to  be  very  reasonable,  allow  onfy 
HipfKTT  MILLIONS  in  three  years/ — to  drain  off"  our 
specie  and  stocks,  fetter  industry,  and  embarrass 
and  bring  distress  upon  every  rank  of  society. 

Now,  as  it  was  impossible  that  witr.otit  a  supera 
bundance  of  fictitious  money  and/a'se  capital,  we 
eoald  have  met  this  mighty  demand  so  far  as  to 
have  tempted  European  traders  so  long  and  exten- 
sively to  trust  us,  the  loss  of  so  great  a  real  capi- 
tal must  be  fairly  attributable  to  the  papkh  ststf-.m* 
—as  briefly  alluded  in  the  uegister  ofthe/th  inst. 


*In  times  like  the  present,  when  every  thing  is 
project,  and  almost  every  thing  unexampled,  to  en- 
coui  age  new  hopes,  we  may  refer  ourselves  to  De 
Foe,  so  well  known,  and  so  often  read  by  our  fa- 
thers. "If  industry  be  in  any  business  rewarded 
with  success,  'tis  in  the  merchandizing  part  of  the 
vorld,  who  indeed  may  more  truly  be  said  to  live 
by  their  wits  than  any  people  whatsoever.  All 
foreign  trade,  though  to  some  'tis  a  plain  road  bv 
tiie  help  of  custom,  yet  it  is  in  its  beginning  all 
project,  contrivance  and  invention.  Every  new 
Voyage  the  merchant  contrives,  is  a  project.  And 
ships  are  sent  from  port  to  port,  as  markets  and 
merchandizes  differ,  by  the  help  of  universal  in- 
telligence, wherein  some  are  exquisite,  so  swift, 
tod  so  exact,  that  a  merchant  sitting  at  home  in 
his  counting  house,  at  once  converses  with  all  parts 
of  the  knowo  world.  This,  and  travel,  mrkes  a 
true  bred  merchant  the  most  intelligent  man  in 
the  world,  and  consequently  the  most  capable, 
when  urged  by  necessiiy,  to  contrive  new  ways  'o 
live.  And  to  this  sort  of  men  'tis  easy  to  trace  th<- 
onpnal  of  banks,  stocks,  stockjobbing,  assurance, 
fitend'y  societies,  lotteries,  and  the  like.  To  this 
n»ay  be  added,  Ibe  long  annual  enquiries  by  go- 
vernment, for  ways  and  means,  and  1  appeal,  if  tli- 
greatest  part  of  their  ways  and  means,  out  of  tiie 
common  road,  have  not  been  handed  from  themer 
chanls,  and  in  a  great  measure  paid  by  them  too.f 
And  on  the  shadow  of  expectation  men  have  form- 
ed companies,  chose  committees,  appointed  o(ii 
cers,  shai  ts,  and    books,  raised  great  stocks,  and 
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That  system  has  workf  r.  evrry  way  to  the  inju- 
ry of  the  people,  since  its  outrageous  and  nnprinci- 
pled  extension  in  the  middle  and  western  States,  es- 
pecially. First--hy  the  crention  of  a  money-me- 
dium,  too  easily  obtained  to  have  letjittmate  value, 
that  enabled  the  people  to  p;.y  foi'^  g.^ods  which, 
to  a  very  large  amount,  they  did  not  want  ormigl.t 
have  dispensed  with.  Secv7idly—m  serving  as  an 
agent  to  collect  specie  to  make  remittances  to  Eu- 
rope,  and  supply  the  dem;»nd  for  the  tftide  to  Asia. 
7  Airr//t/_i,j  preventing  the  IhirofUiction  of  the  pre* 
cious  metals,  in  consequence  of  ouv  beintr  aiw;.ys 
m  debt  to  foieigners,  and  thereby  inducing  emi- 
grants and  others  to  bring  bills  or  goods  to  the 
United  States,  mstead  of  a  cash.  Fotcrt'h,,  and  the 
most  important  of  all,— in  the  pro.-iration  of  our 
tlien  lately  flourishing  manufactories,  and  in  trans- 
ferring tens  of  thousands  of  persons  from  the/»ro. 
(liictivs  to  the  consuming  classes  of  the  people. 

Thrugh  these  things  seem  as  clear  as  that  the 
stin  shines  at  meridian  day,  it  may  be  well  to  ex- 
mplify  each  position  with  all  brevity,  for  the  use 
of  those  to  whom  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  reflect 
and  calculate  for  themselves— if  any  such  there  are 
among  our  readers. 

1-  The  'paper  system"  has  enabled  the  people 
to  purchase  a  large  amount  of  goods   whicli  they 

did  not  want,  or  might  have  dispensed  with. » 

Tins  m:iy'be  elucidated  as  well  by  a  little  narra- 
tive,  and  unfortunately  a  <r7/eone  in  all  its  pans,  as 
by  a  volume  of  argument— as  follows:  In  ttiat  hap^ 
py  period  when  there  were  not  any  banks  in  the 
u"^T°'"  "*"  ^^''"sylvania,  one  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks  for  the   accomodation  of  the    neigldmrliood, 

extended    its   arm    to .,  and  established    a 

branch  there.  The  farmers  whose  practice  it  had 
been  to  lend  money,  immediately  became  borrow- 
ers  of  paper.  Among  them  was  an  industrious  ctd- 
tivator  of  the  soil,  thought  to  be  worth  l2  op 
15,000  dollars,  when  the  devil  tempted  him  to  ask 
the  loan  of  1000.  He  put  in  his  note  and  it 
was  done;  he  came  and  drew  the  bank  bills  and 
rammed  them  into  his  coat  pocket  as  if  iheylmd  been 
really  rngs—he  got  them  so  easily.  A  gentleman  who 
saw  the  proceeding,  observed,  "that  man  is  niinedt 
he  has  now  at  leist  2000  dollat-s  in  specie  Ivin^ 
idle  at  home,  and  has  borrowed  money  which  he 
knows  not  how  to  use— m:crk  the  end  of  it."  Well 
— before  our  unfortunate  cctintryman  readied  home^ 
he  had  bought  a  horse  thac  he  did  not  want—a  new 
-addle  and  bridle  that  he  had  no  occasion  for,  and 
sundry  other  things  that  he  never  ^^ould  have 
thought  necessary  to  have  obtained,  if  the  money 
therefor  must  had  been  drawn  from  his  own  chest 
— to  the  amount  in  all,  of  4  or  500  dollars!  The  set 
quel  is  easily  seen — one  extravagance  begot  anoth* 

-— ' — ' : * 

rieJ  up  an  empty  notion  to  that  degree,  thatpeo' 
pie  have  been  betrjiyed  to  part  with  money  for " 
shares  in  a  neiv  r.othing,  and  Vv^hen  the  inventors 
!><ive  carried  on  the  jest,  till  they  haVe  sold  all 
their  own  interest,  they  leave  the  clo'.ul  to  Vanish 
of  itself,  and  the  poor  purchusera  to  quarrel  with 
'jne  another,  and  go  t6  law  about  settlements, 
I'hus  the  shares  at  first  begin  to  fall  by  degrees, 
and  Ir.ippy  )«  he  that  sells  in  time,  till  it  will  g«  at: 
last  f«r  nothing  v.t  ?^^,.'"'^~T■b:'J?:r  Jf^^isttT. 
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er,  and    idleness   followed  induli^encc — note    was 
piled  upon  note,  and  in  about  eiglit  j'ears  the  poor 


4.  The  prostration  of  our  m:m\ifac'ories,  and  the 
transferring  of  tens  of  thousands  from  theproluc- 


inan's  farm  whs  sold  by  the  sheriff  to  saiisfy  the    live  to  the  consuming   classes  of  thepeople.     The 


dcmjinds  ofhis  creditors — he  that  before,  fo"-  many 
years,  had  not  owed  to  any  man  a  penny.  In  this 
simple  history  we  see  the  efiect  of  too  readily  ob- 
taining "accommodations"  at  the  bank, — they  have 
been  the  ruin  of  thousands  on  thonsaiids,  and  "the 


f-.cilily  of  obtaining  the  representative  of  money 
was  tlie  beginning  of  evils,  and  herein  v.'as  a  melaii. 
choly  end  of  it.  Who  would  employ  money  infa 
manufactory  when  he  could  make  more  of  it  by 
sp^-culation — who  would   labor  'o  earn  i*,  when  he 


end  is  not  yet."  I.'ow  slro.ngiy  is  tlie  petition  mark- 1  could  get  it  by  simply  signing  his  name  to  a  piece 
ed  with  Divine  Wisdom  which  says — "lead  tjs  not!  of  paper — who  would  wear  plain  and  durable  cbth. 
INTO  temptation!"  I  i\!g,  when  he  had  plenty  of  money  to  purchase  the 

2.  The  paper  system  has  served  as  an  agent  toj  ''^^'^  *^i^*  ^ould  be  imported.?  //  is  a  serious  fact, 
collect  specie  to  'niake  remittances,  &c.  This  is  (  ^^^'  """'^  .fine goods  have  been  received  in  the  United 
so  notoriously  the  fact  that  little  need  be  said'  *"*"•  -iuithin  the  last  three  years,  than  ever  before 
about  it.  It  is  also  the  parent  of  tliose  j^sc/'w/peo-i  ^''^"ched  us  in  tiine years.  This  indubitably  shews  the 
pie  called  "Z-roters"— a  very  unnatural  race  of  he-\?^"^^^'^^  of  luxury,  waste  and  extravagance— and 


iiigs,  that  now  harrnss  and  controul  the  authors  of 

Iheir   existence!    They  are  the  mere  fungi  of  the 

system—they  grew  of,  and  will  disappear  with  it. 

Mot  ti)e  cnvse  of  banking  embarrassments,  as  some 

pretend  t(.  believe, — but  the  effect  of  immoderate 

aufl  immoflest   issues  of  paper.     A  few  years  since,, 

and  there  were  none  of  Ihem.     They  first  appear- ! consents  of  one  of  them  may  shew  the  cliaracter 

cd  at  Boston,  when  Massachusetts  ran  bank-mad—  ;of  tl>e  whole,  and  impress  us  with  an  avftd  lesson: 

and  to  a   citizen  of  the  middle  states,   there  yxsi^\J''o^^  i-^'->o  to  four  dollars  a  day  paid  for  ihe  use  of  lOQi^); 

nothing  more  ridiculous  than  the  idea  of  discount-  '  t'^''^  ^^'T  ^^^^t  r.o".es  that  can  be  made  In  Biltimore 

in^-  a  bank  no!<-.  But  the  "throes  and  convulsions"  '^^""o*  ^^  shaved  at  2A  per  cent,  per  month-tbe 


Its  natural   con'S?quence   is   pecrmiary    embarrass- 
ment, sacrifice  of  property,  and  bankruptcy. 

Some  very  good  essays  have  appeared  in  the 
New- York  A'atioiial  Advocate  on  "domesiic  ecnno- 
my."  We  would  gladly  insert  them  at  length,  if 
we  had  room,  but  the  following  brief  abtract  of  tlie 


of  that  state,  in  passing  from  a  paper  currency  to 
lawful  money,  were  of  no  use  to  us — "Moses  and 
the  prophets"  had  been  disbelieved,  and  though 
•'one  Iiad  arose  from  tlie  dead,"  we  should  have 
went  on.  With  the  progress  of  the  system,  bro- 
kers became  necessary — and  perhaps,  in  every 
town,  large  or  small,  where  there  is  a  bank,  we  may 
find  one  or  more  of  these  gentlemen  located.  Pri- 
vate letters  tell  me  that  they  are  already  numerous 


in  Kentucky.  What  good  do  they  do  to  the  cnua- 1'""'  "*'  ''^  dollars,  and  the  other  arncles  of  her  dress 
try?  Though  manyoflhem  make  20.000  dollars  a  ""'l  ornament  costing  400  more-a  confectioner  se!hvg 
year  profit-the  whole  fraternity  does  not  add  ohq  '■■"^'es  for  a  tea  party  to  the  amount  of  50  doUars- 
cent  to  the  national  wealth.     They  do  not  produce  I C™''"-^  '"  Baltimore  have  cost  twice  as  much,]  &c. 


tariff  is  from  3  to  4  per  cent.]  meeting  four  young 
ladies,  daughters  of  one  gentleman,  luhose  articles  of 
dress  and  ornament,  in  use  at  the  time,  -were  worth  500 
dollars  eaeh— 2000  dollars;  a  shapkeeper  of  Brand- 
ivay  selling  a  shaid for  1,100  dollars;  [a  lady  in  B.-!!. 
timore  has  worn  one  which  she  faintly  said  cost  1000 
dollars*] — a  cambrick  dress  sold  at  auction  for  100 
dollars,  and  bought  by  a  shopkeeper  to  sell  at  209  dol- 
lars— a  woman  of  ill  fame  ivaUnng  the  street  wi;h  a  hut 


any  thing — they  are  merely  consumers  of  the  labor 
of  others;  and  just  about  as  useful  to  the  United 
S;ates  as  the  "illustrious  house"  of  the  Guelphs  is 
to  Great  Britain.  Still  tliey  are  very  important 
gentlemen,  and  in  daily  co)i^(/e/i?jn/ communication 
with  the  rag  barons — bank  makers  and  bank  mana- 
gers; and  boast  an  ability,  which  in  many  cases 
they  really  possess,  to  support  or  put  down  some 
nciphboring  bank!  "'Tis  pitiful — 'tis  wondr'ous 
pivitul." 

3.  It  has  prevented  the  introduction  of  the  pre 
cious  metals,  &,c.  This  is  easily  explained.  The 
nan  who  osves  debts  that  he  is  unable  to  pay,  can- 
nol  b.ive  .any  money  a-head.  If  a  storekeeper,  he 
m.'i}'  sell  his  goods  and  perhaps  at  a  profit,  because 
eveVy  body  is  drawing  orders  upon  him;  but  to 
keep  up  his  business  he  must  still  keep  in  debt, 
and  groan  out  a  weary  life  of  wretchedness  and 
misery,  lie  has  to  pay  extra  prices  for  every  thing. 
Those  who  trust  him  must  charge  for  the  mi' of 
doing  (t~and  his  honest  pride  is  every  day  morti- 
fied by  the  rich  inan's  contumely.  And  in  this  state 
of  things,  when  debts  due  in  the  United  States  are 
not  wordi  so  much  as  their  nominal  amount  of  mo- 
ney in  England,  wo  must  expect  that  they  will  be 
tiiifiiCed  ofi"  by  all  manner  ofmeans.  It  is  noliiing 
that  at  present;  the  exchange  upon  England  is 
about  at  par — it  does  not  arise  from  tlie  abundance 
of  funds  there,  but  on  accoimt  of  the  scarcity  of 
jioNKY  here;  partially  assis'.ed,  pe/liaps,  by  the  dis- 
tressing fuci.,  tiiat  many  millions  whioh  .ve  ought  to 
bavp  paid  or  ;iow  owe,  have  beeu  liquidatcil  or  de 
tSiaei  by  ijisolvenciesi 


riiese  are  not  cynicid  remarks  or  wholesale  opi- 
nions; they  are  solidly  true.  K'or  are  the  ladies 
only  to  blame;  our  fashionable  men  look  and  act 
like  any  thing  else,  than  sober  and  decent  citizens 
— "paper  does  the  business."  And  when  paper 
will  no  longer  do  it — they  blow  it  away  by  the  bene- 
fit  of  the  insolvent  law,  dragging  many  honest  and 
productive  men  along  with  them. 

I  know  that  it  is  of  little  use  to  speak  of  these 
things.  But  every  one  sees  that  they  f  xist — we  are 
now  about  to  feel  them;  and  it  is  from  feeling  only 
that  reformation  and  retrenchment  can  be  expect- 
ed. Money  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  scarce — that 
is,  it  is  rapidly  rising  in  its  valu?,  and  we  are  truly 
glad  of  it.  We  venture  to  predict,  that  the  balance 
of  trade  against  us  next  year  will  be  less  than  for 
any  year  since  the  war — and  the  profligate  race  of 
men  in  corsetts,  and  women  in  shawls  at  1000  col- 
lars a  piece,  will  be  brushed  away— or  be  lacighed 
at  by  every  body,  as  being  "out  of  the  fashion." 

AiMKS! 

After  a  considerable  examination  of  the  facts 
and  reflecting  upon  the  subject,  we  are  seriously 
of  opinion,  that  the  excessive  importations  of  1815 
and  1816  caused  a  less  to  the  United  States  of  tht 
productive  lyborof,  about 

15,000  men,  at  gl  00"^ 
30,000  Aomen,  at    50  V  per  day, 
60,000  children  at    25J 
iathe  various  works  of  cotton,  wool,  iron,  &,c.  and 
their  appurtenances,  without  giving  spring^  to  any 
•^ev;  branch  of  indt'sirv  to  aff-.'rd  them  profi  able 


*  Whose  tmsbund  naturally  bcGauae  a  bankrupt. 
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employment.  Tbe  men,  perhaps,  may  have  done 
something  to  theamoant  of  onelialf  of  their  former 
eajnintifs,  or  creation  of  capital — hut  t^ie  labi>r  of 
the  women  and   children    must  be  considered    as 

wi'.oHy  lost. The  aggregate  national   loss  th.ei; 

stands  thus — 300  days  work  in  the  year  being 
conned: 

15,000  men,  (half  watjes)  at  50  cents,  §2,250,000 

30  i.'OOwomed,'  50 

60,000  children  25 


The  reader  ofthe  Rkgister  will  find  nothiriEf  ne  v 
in  thfse  rfiiio''.i  of  onrs.     Thev  are  bottomed  npon 
the  g-reat  principles  w'lich  have  always  been  u'lvo- 
cited  'i'\  this  work,  as  the  result  o>  reason  and  re- 
flec'ion.     In  such  circu-nslances,  i'    is  with  u;reat 
pleasure,  indeed,  that  we  fiid  ourselves  supported 
by  the  high  authori'y  of  Dr.  Price  in  his  "Observa- 
tions on  *1ie  importance  of  the  American  Uevohi- 
4,5')0.000ition."  published  at  London  in  the  yenr  1734.     The 
4,500,0001  following   extract   from    his    article,    treaiiag   "of 
Itrati",  banks  and  paper  credit"  is  so  directly  anpHci.- 
ble  to  what  we  have  been  saying,  that  we  caimot 
refrain  from  inserting  it. 

After  referring  to  i he  advantages  of  trade,  Dr. 
Price  savs — "But  there  is  no  part  of  mankind  to 
w!]icb  th.ese  uses  of  trade  arf  of  less  consequence 
than  the  A^^eri^an  s'ates.  They  are  spreid  over  a 
great  continent,  and  mike  a  world  witliin  them- 
selves. T!>e  country  they  inliabit  ir.cltid  s  soils 
and  clim:ites  of  all  sorts,  producii^g  not  only  every 
necessary,  but  every  convenience  of  life.  And  Mie 
v.ist  rivers  and  wide-spread  Itkes  which  intersect 


Annual  loss,  §11,250.000 

Now,  any  that  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
for  thempelves,  will  feel  convinced  that  the  pieced 
ing  estimate  is  very  mode'-ate.  But  this  is  only  the 
Jirst  loss;  other  losses,  of  c.^pit  d  well  employed,  a 
HOME  MAUKET  furnishcd,  and  the  rightful  and  rea- 
sonable real  profit  thai  would  have  been  made  on 
the  whole, cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  as  much 
nioie;  or  22,500,0  0  dollars  in  all:  for  three  years, 
67,5'10,000  dollars.  A'ld  if  such  a  v  due,  created 
in  the  country,  had   been  suffered  freely  to  act 

fl^m.'/sf  the  goods  imported,  the  aggregate  would!  it,  c'-°ate  stich  an  i.dand  communication  between 
have  been  f  xartly  iViubled,  for  we  sliould  have  had   its  different  parts,  ."iS  is  unknown  in  anv  other  re- 


that  w'.iich    we  have   wantonly  paid  away,  whose 
principal  and  interest  is  lost  to  us  forever. 

S'lch  is,  ill  a  sumiT.ary  way,  the  operation  and  ef- 
fect of  riationtd  industry;  and  a  little  attention  in 
political  economy  will  manifest  it  to  all  of  n^.  The 
affairs  of  nations,  in  many  essential  renpects,  are  as 
the  affairs  of  individuals — and  with  regard  to  them, 


gion  ofthe  earth.  They  possess  then  within  them- 
selves the  best  mean*  of  the  most  profi'able  internal 
traffi:,  and  the  'imp'est  scope  for  it.  Why  should 
they  lo  'k  mwch  firther?  Wh'tt  occasion  can  they 
have  for  being  anxious  about  pnsh'vAi^  foreign  trade; 
or  even  about  raising  a  great  navtil  force?  llritain, 
indeed,   consisting  as    it    does   of  vnarmed  inli-ibi- 


it  is  self  evident  that  wholesome  employment  is  the   tants,   und  thre.atened    as   it   is   by   ambitious   and 


most  certam  means  of  acquiring  permanent  inde- 
per>dence~so  also  it  is  with  communities;  which 
are  rich  or  poor  in  proportion  as  their  industry  is 
rightfvdly  encourug-d.  It  makes  nothing  agaiiwt 
this  position  that  there  is  so  much  misery  in  Eng- 
bnd;  she  is  the  mo8>  powerful, as  to  money-matters, 
of  any  nation  in  the  world;   and  would  be  much 


powerful  neiglibors,  cannot  hope  to  maintain  its 
existence  lo;^g  fter  bfcoming  open  to  invasion  by 
losing  its  Hiival  superiority.  But  this  is  not  the 
c<sewith  the  American  stxtes;  they  have  no  power- 
ful neighbors  to  dread.  The  vast  Atlantic  must  be 
cri)ssecl  before  the\  can  be  attacked.  They  are  all 
a  wr-ll-trained  miluia;  and  the  successful  resistance 


more  so,  in  comp.-.rison  with  either,  her  population  which,  in  their  infancy  and  without  a  naval  fjrce, 
being  considered  with  theirs,  if  she  had  an  honest :  they  'lave  w<ade  to  the  invasion  of  the  first  Europe.an 
government.  A  raodcrate  portion  of  labor  is  con- 1  power,  tviU  probably  discourage  and  prevent  all 
ducive  to  health  and  happiness— perhaps,  as  an]  future  invasions.  Thus  singularly  happy,  why 
average,  it  may  be  ttiken  as  datum,  that  every  per-!  should  ihev  seek  connexions  with  Europe,  a  id  ex- 
son  would  voluntarily  labor  &  fourth  longer  than  pose  themselves  to  the  danger  of  being  involved  ia 
would  fairly  be  deemed  needful  to  furnish  him  its  quarrels.'  What  have  they  to  do  with  its  poli- 
with  thp  means  of  a  coiijf>rtable  subsistence — this  tics?  Is  there  any  thing  very  important  to  them 
Vould  accuk'.udate  capital  as  rapidly  as  niay  be  de.|whicVi  Uiey  can  draw  from  thence —  xcept  infection? 
sired.  But  in  England,  owing  to  tLe  rotten  condi  ;  Indeed,  1  treTnble  when  I  t'liiik  of  th:tt  rage  fur  trade 
tion  of  the  government,  the  laborer  is  compelled  to  vf/iic/i  is  likely  to  prev.iil  a'nong  them.  It  m.y  do 
work /-wict!  as  long  as  he  would,  to  en5ible  him  to  j  them  udiuite  miscliief  All  nations  are  spread- 
Uve  at  all,  in  the  coarsest  and  least  comfortable  I  ing  snurcs  for  them,  and  courting  them  to  a  da:}- 
nianntr.  Still  the  nation  is  immensely  rich;  andji:^erous  mterciurse.  Tiieir  best  interest  requires 
if,  by  any  sort  of  a  revoluUon  her  wedth  could  be  1  them  to  guard  'hemselves  by  all  proper  means;  and, 
dispersed,  her  people  wo\ild,  individually,  be  thejp  utioularly,  hy  layin^r  heavy  duties  on  i-.-portations. 
richest  of  any  in  the  world.  i  Bm.  iu  r.o  case  will  any  means  suc:;eed  unless  aide  1 

Tfie /<o«7/w  deficiency  of  real  capital  to  supply  I  by  M.\:*NB«s.  In  this  instance,  par  icila;!;.-,  tliert 
the  foreign  demand  for  t!ie  excess  of  foreign  goods  i  is  reason  to  feir  that  an  inorea-i  ig  passion  for  /';- 
imported,  was  t-mporarily  supplied  hy  ihe/ictiii'jns.  reign  frippery  will  render  all  tlie  best  reg-ulutio  's 
capital  wliich  our  newly  established  paper  banks' iieiiectual.  'And  shiu'd  tins  hafipeii,  tha'.  si;jiij'ic'>ty 
aftbrded,  though  at  a  great  additional  loss  to  \.\\e' of  character,  and  manliness  of  spirit,  that  di-ulun  ■,f 
community,   in    the  amount   of  the   difference   of  tius.d  in  ivhich  true  dignity   consists,  xoiU  ilisipp-ar. 

value  between  their  bills  and  casli. The  paper  iKdeajinacy,   servility  and  venahly   will  eater;    a  ul 

age  has  had  its  day,  and  money  is  coming  intoj  liberty  and  virtue  be  s.vallowed  up  in  the  gu!ph  <.f 
request  on  every  side.  Speculation  also,  which;  corruption.  Such  may  be  tlie  course  ofevijnis  ii 
80  much  superceded,  and  in  many  cases  fairly  |  the  A  nerican  states,  lietle;- n«,'7/«7e/i/ will  it  be  for 
pr:)sirated  regular  busi-T-ss,  is  rapidly  declining,  them  to  consist  of  bodies  of  piai;^.  and  honest  favn- 
and  a  hope  is  entertained,  that  we  may  soon  get  into  er;,  rather  than  opulent  and  splendid  merch  :  its. 
a  state  which  becomes  a  fre-i  and  thinking  people.j  Where  in  tiiese  suites  do  the  purest  ininne/j  pr-- 
We  have  been  drunken  with  bankiiig,  an.!  must  pay  j  vail?  Where  do  tlie  inhabitants  live  most  o;I  .vi 
^  the  penalty  of  a  head-ache  to  getsoher  again.  I'jutl  equality,  and  most  at  tiieir  ease.'  Is  it  no:  in  iho.v.> 
We  are  able  to  survive  it,  and  it  will  be  a  useful  les-j  inland  p.irls  wiiere  agriculture  gives  heaitli  .md 
son  to  us.  We  sliall  in  future  live  more  temperately,  I  plenty,  and  trade  is  scarcely  knoxvr?  V/'.^.e,  on 
and,  of  course,  happier  thi;u  we  have  latterly  lived,  !t^e  contrary,  are  the  inliabiunts  n-.osl  selHs  i,  lux;;- 
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rious,  loose,  and  vicious;  and  at  the  same  time  mogi 
iinliappy?  Is  it  not  alonsj  the-;  sea  coasts,  and  in  the 
^ff .it  towns,  whfre  trade  floirislies  i^nd  merchants 
abound?  So  striking  is  the  effect  of  ihese  different 
jsitUiitioi  s  on  the  vigor  and  happiness  of  human  life, 
thai  in  the  one  population  would  languish,  did  it 
receive  no  aid  from  ennigrations,  w!)ile  in  the 
ciher  it  increases  to  a  degree  scarcely  ever  before 
knri'.vn. 

"But  to  proceed  to  observations  of  a  different  na- 
ture. 

"The  United  States  have,  I  think,  particular  rea- 
son to  dread  the  following  effects  of  foreign  trade. 
"iJv  increasing  import:  *ion  to  feed  luxury  and  gra- 
tify pro.'liui'ality,  it  ivil/  cm'ry  out  their  coin,  and  occa- 
finn  thd  substitution  of  a  delusive  puper  currency;  ihe 
conseqien<:e  of  which  will  be,  tha-  ideal  wealth 
vill  take  place  of  real,  and  their  security  come  to 
denen;l  (as  the  security  of  Britain  does)  on  tlie 
etrenp:'!!  mid  duration  of  s  bubhh.  I  am  veiy  sensi- 
ble that  pa-.er  credit  is  out  of  tlie  greatest  of  all 
conveniences;  but  this  ir^akes  it  Idcevvise  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  temf'tations,  A  public  bank,  (while 
it  ca'!  circul.te  its  bills)  facilitates  eommerce,  and 
assis.s  tiie  exer'.ians  of  a  state  in  proporlioa  to  its 
credit.  But  whrn  it  is  not  carefully  restricted  and 
\va!ched;  -vhen  i  s  emissions  txcee(l  the  coin  it  can 
commund;  -nid  :ire  carried  near  the  utmost  length 
that  the  coiifi'-ence  of  the  public  vill  allow;  and 
whcii,  in  :;o!)S'=q.ience  of  this,  its  perimuie/ice  cemes  to 
depoid  on  ihe  perr.iunence  of  fiiihlic  credulity.-  In 
tlurse  ciccumstn'.ic's,  a  b>-.nk,  though  it  may  for  a 
tiiTie  (iliat  isjwhilr-  a  balance  of  trade  too  unfavora- 
ble does  not  occasion  a  run,  and  no  events  arise 
wiiich  p'l)  liicii  ahii'ins)  ariswer  all  t^ie  ends  of  a 
mine  fioni  whir,h  viUions  may  be  dra'vn  in  a  minute; 
aiid  by  iiiin^  i  kirg'ilom  witlk  cash,  render  it  capa 
bie  of  su:.t;ii-  in.g  any  deb's,  and  give  i*.  a  kind  of 
omnipotence.  In  such  circur?>s*awces,  I  say,  not- 
withiitan  ling  Ihese  temporary  atlvuntu,^es,  a  public 
bank  must  :'t  last  prove  a  great  calumiiy;  and  a 
kingdom  so  supported,  at  the  very  'ime  of  i's  great- 
est excrUo'.s,  will  be  only  striving  more  violently  to  in- 
p'Kuse  i/ieiiorrar  of  an  approaching  com^idainn.'" 

We  shall  here  conclude  our  rein;i'.'k->,  which  per- 
haps. \\:\\'n  become  tedious,  with  repeating  our  deii- 
rate,  '.jriiidon,  that,  as  papeh  cap:tal  causeu  the  ex 

I^KSS  ■)¥    IMl'OliTArlONS,  so    TUAT    EXCESS    WILL  HUIW 

j'AiMii  CAPITAL — fur  both  have  dfpe.'idid  upon  artificial 
ixcilements,  e(i,l'allv  iresTiLF.  to  tue  simplicity  of 

PUK  INSTITUTIONS  AND  THE  UIOHTS  OF  MAN. 

And  we  exhort  the  ptople — the  people  who  thLik 
and  at  the  ba'.lot  box,  have  a  won.d'rous  pnwer  'o 
»ct,  t')  apr)ly  the  foP.owing  lines  of  Sha/ccspeare  to 
:dl  sflf-s'iffi'.ient  paper-money  makers,  dealers,  and 
vwiiopolizers  oiitUe  floating  capital  of  our  country: 

"Let;   ho  superfluous  and  lust-dieted  man. 

That  oravesyour  ordinance — that  will  not  see 

Because  he  does  not  feel — feel  your  power  quickly: 

So  distribution  shall  undo  excess, 

a,ind tuch  mari  iiuye  enough.'^         [Kikg  Le^^b. 


Circulating  Medium. 

[COMMUMCATKn  3 

What  is  the  cause  opeiaU'ig  to  make  money 
scarce,  is  a  q'lesiion  of  no  ordinary  importance  to 
Otir  country  at  this  time;  a  correct  ascertainment 
of  which  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  apply  an  ef- 
fectual remedy. — In  what  do  our  resources  consist.i' 
These  will  be  conceded  to  be,  in  the  lands,  our  phy- 
sical ability  to  render  those  lands  productive;  and 
in  our  means  to  extract  n'eilth  from  the  ocean. 
These  are  the  jjirincipal,  if  not  tUe  only  sources,  we 


possess-,  from  which  to  enrich  ourselves, — 'nd 
these  are  abundantly  sufficient  for  the  object,  if 
they  be  judiciously  applied,  according  to  the  cir. 
cumstanccs  of  the  times. — An  individual  who  buyg 
more  than  he  sells  must  in  the  end  become  poor 
if  his  expenditures  are  upon  objects  of  consump. 
tion  only,  and  so  must  a  community.  It  has  been 
the  fate  of  ouraountry  for  the  most  part  of  tldrty 
years  past,  to  enjoy  privileges  derived  from  its 
neutrality,  which  enabled  us  to  prosper  beyond 
any  other  nation — those  advantages  have  been  duly 
appreciated;  but  with  the  wealth  which  has  been 
poured  in  upon  us,  a  degree  of  luxury  and  perhaps 
extravagance,  has  arisen,  which  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  our  country,  when  compared  with  other 
nations,  will  no  longer  justify — one  main  source  of 
the  influx  of  wealth  has  been  cut  off.  The  carry- 
ing trade  which  jiroduced  profits  to  our  merchants 
previous  to  our  late  war,  of  at  least  ten  millions, 
annually,  is  no  longer  our's;  yet  our  expenditures 
are  not  diminished — from  the  year  1795  to  the 
present  time,  (the  years  of  restriction  excepted) 
the  imported  goods  consumed  in  the  United  Si;<tes, 
exceeded  the  amount  of  our  domestic  exports  from 
five  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  or  upon  an  aver- 
age about  ten  millions  aimually,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  treasury  reports* — this  difference,  while  we 
enjoyed  the  carrying  trade,  was  paid  from  that 
source,  as  we  may  fairly  iufei',  if  we  examine  the 
price  of  exchange  during  that  period,  which  will 
be  found  not  to  average  more  than  par — since  the 
w»r,  a»?d  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  by 
the  banks,  the  India  and  China  goods  bought  with 
specie,  shipped  from  the  United  States,  and  which 
have  ultimately  found  a  market  in  Europe,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  national  and  banks  stocks,  w-'iicb  have 
been  sent  ihere  and  either  sold  or  hypothecated, 
and  the  proceeds  drawn  for  in  exchange,  has  not 
been  sutticient  to  reduce  that  medium  of  trade, 
below  par:  this  furnishes  the  strongest  evidence 
in  addition  to  the  official  reports  of  the  treasury, 
that  our  expenditures  exceeded  our  income,  to  the 
full  amount  of  our  export  of  specie  and  stocks.— 
That  these  means  are  already  in  a  considerable  de- 
gire  exhausted,  is  a  fact  known  to  every  person 
conversant  with  commercial  pursuits,  and  hence 
arises  the  necessity  of  our  banks  curtailing  their 
issues  of  notes,  wliich  have  heretofore  been  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country; — as  the  ability 
of  the  banks  to  issue  notes  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  precioas  metals  either  in  their  vaults, 
or  the  f'aodity  of  obtaining  ihem,  it  is  clear  that 
when  our  meials  are  gotie  there  can  be  no  bank 
notes  ill  circulation,  bottomed  upon  a  specie  capi- 
tal.— If  then,  our  embarrassment  arises  from  the 
export  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the  cause  of 
this  export  is  ihe  balance  of  trade  against  our  coun- 
try, what  remedy  cm  be  applied  to  correct  the 
evil?  There  is  but  one  radical  corrective,  and  that 
is  to  import  less  and  export  more,  until  we  brinff 
the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor — then,  and  not  till 
then,  wUl  gold  and  silver  find  their  way  to  this 
country,  with  a  possibility  of  remaining  here,  see- 
ing they  must  be  applied  to  regulate  exchanges 
beiwcen  us  and  other  nations.  Every  impurtation 
of  the  precious  metals,  honestly  obtained,  is  only 
an  augmentation  of  our  debt,  and  creates  of  itself 
the  necessity  of  re-exportation,  to  pay  that  debt, 
so  long  as  we  have  not  the  means  ef  paying  it  from 


•The  average  t^ken  was  calculated  upon  the 
years  hetween  1795  and  1814 —The  unreasonable 
amount  of  goods  imported  since  the  v.'ar  would  cqn- 
siJerably  augment  the  apparent  balance  agaiast  us. 
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ather  resources, — i.  e.  so  long  as  the    balance    of 
trade   is  against  us.     If  the  exportation  of  specie 
lias  opertted  as  a  mean  to  keep  down  theprice  of  ex 
clmnge  to  about  par;  when  tlut  cause  shall  cease  to 
exist  the  high  rate  of  exchange   will  be  a  reason 
why  specie  will  not  be  imported.     No  men  under- 
stand their  interest  better  than  the  tnerchauts;  and 
they  will  not  import  dollars  here  ajid  use  or  sell 
tliem  at  par,  if  by  lodging  them  in  Europe,  they 
Can  sell  them  for  10  or  20  per  cent,  above  par,  by 
drawing  bill^i  of  exchange  upon  them,  a  price  at 
which    it  is  fair   to  suppose  exchange  would  have 
been,  if  the  exportation  of  specie  and  stocks  had 
not  been  used  to  pay  the  difference  between  the 
amount  of  our  imports  and  exports,   and  a  price  at 
which  it  no  doubt  will  be,    when  the  means  shall 
fail  that  have  hitherto  kept  it  down,  while  the  pre- 
mium on  exchange  will  operate  as  a  bounty  to  ex- 
port what  little  of  the  precious  metals  are  yei  re 
maining  amongst  us.     No  person    would  buy  ex 
change   at  10  or  20  percent,  advance,  if  he  could 
make  his  remittances  in  specie  at  par. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  exportation  of  specie  may 
fee  rendered  highly  penal  by  law:  But  we  have  suf- 
ficient evidence  that  no  law  can  be  enacted,  which 
will  not  be  evaded,  if  the  inducement  be  strong.  If 
then  the  exportation  of  specie  cannot  be  prevented, 
even  by  law,  without  at  the  same  time  preventing 
its  importation,  and  what  we  have  now  would  be 
smuggled  out  of  the  country;  it  is  clear  that  we 
shall  before  long,  be  left  without  a  circulating  me- 
dium sufficient  for  the  comreon  purposes  of  life, 
unless  a  substitute  be  found  for  the  basis  on  which 
bank  notes  have  hitherto  been  issued. 

The  manners  and  customs  of  a  nation  are  not  to 
be  changed  in  a  short  time.  Our  expenuive  habits 
have  been  30  years  iu  arriving  at  what  they  are,  and 
as  those  habits  are  much  easier  acquired  than  those 
of  eoconoiBy,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  same  period  will 
be  found  sufficient  to  bring  our  national  con.sump- 
tion  within  our  national  resources;  and  hence,  if 
other  than  these  means  are  not  resorted  to,  our 
agriculture,  commerce,  internal  improvements,  pnb. 
lie  »nd  private,  must  languish,  till  the  arrival  of 
<hat  period;  while  the  revenue  of  the  government 
will  suffer  coutinual  embarrassment,  botli  from  a 
decrease  of  its  resources,  and  a  difliculty  in  using 
those  with  facility  which  it  may  possess. 

As  a  radical  remedy  tor  the  evil  arising  from  the 
disappearance  of  gold  and  silver,  cannot  be  brought 
to  our  relief  in  less  time  than  a  number  of  years, 
what  measure  can  be  adopted  to  sustain  commer- 
cial credit  and  keep  agriculture  and  general  im- 
provement in  a  state  of  progressiou.''  If  the  power 
rests  any  where,  it  is  with  congress:  they  may  au. 
thorise  the  issue  of  notes  that  will  answer  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  gold  and  silver;  and  this  without  a  fear 
of  depreciation.  They  can  by  law  vest  in  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  thirty 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  land,  which  may  be 
specifically  pledged  for  the  redemptior:  of  a  suqn 
not  exceeding  thirtyf  millions  of  dollars,  which  the 
commissioners  should  be  authorised  to  issue  in  notes 
redeemable  in  sixteen  years,  in  gold  or  silver,  and 
which  notes  should  be  loaned  to  such  banks  and  in- 
dividuals as  would  be  able  to  give  such  security 
for  their  repayment,  as  may  be  required  by  law,  the 
borrowers  paying  six  percent,  interest;  which,  al- 

fThis  sum  may  be  more  or  less  than  would  be 
necessary — the  writer  has  merely  assumed  it,  sup- 
posing il  not  far  wrong— a  minute  examination  of  tlie 
subject,  however,  may  vary  the  amount,  but  v.il! 
J19t  allcr  the  principle. 


lowing  the  vliole  amount  to  be  loaned,  would 
amount  to  1,800,000  per  annunj  or  28  millions, 
800,000  dollars,  in  16  years.  This  sum  may  be  ap- 
plied by  the  commissioners  towards  the  extinguish- 
nrrentof  the  national  debt;  or,  what  would  be  bet- 
ter, lo  internal  improvement. §  The  notes  thus  is- 
sued under  the  sanction  of  government,  ought  by 
law,  tobemHdereceiv.ible  for  all  taxes  and  duties 
JiCCFuing  H)  government;  and  all  coniracts  entered 
into  by  government  after  their  issue,  should  be 
made  payable  eicher  in  gold  or  silver  or  in  the  p:a- 
vernment  notes.  This  would  giv^  a  general  ere- 
dit  to  the  money;  and  banks  borrowing  or  receiving 
it  would  use  it  in  lieu  of  specie,  and  issue  their 
paper  payable  either  in  these  notes  or  gold  and  sil- 
\er,  at  the  option  of  the  payer.— The  community 
would  by  this  means  be  furnished  with  a  medium 
equal  to  coin,  not  liable  to  exportation:  the  b.inks 
would  go  on  and  issue  their  notes  without  fear  fop 
all  commercial  purposes,  while  gold  and  silver 
would  only  be  viewed  as  articles  of  commerce, 
which  tliey  really  are,— and  will  always  be  found 
most  abundant  in  tlio.se.  countries  which  have  the 
balance  of  trade  in  ilicir  favor;  and  of  course  most 
scarce  where  mare  f<jr-ign  goods  are  imported, 
tliaa  domestic  exported;  coin  being  the  o»lv  mean* 
to  pay  the  difTerence  after  the  quantity  of  bills  of 
exchange  may  be  exlaausted. 

At  the  expiration  of  16  years,  or  when  the  go- 
vernment notes  become  payable,  the  borrowers 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  their  debt  in  these  notes 
or  gold  and  silver,  and  thus  would  the  commission* 
ers  possess  the  means  of  redemption,  while  the 
community  at  large  would  have  a  balance  of  near 
30  millions  in  interest  more  than  it  would  have  had 
if  gold  and  silver  to  au  equal  amount  had  beeu 
used  as  tlie  medium  of  trade,  for  the  same  period 
of  time. 

The  idea  of  a  paper  currency  is  alarmii:g  to  ma» 
ay  wise  and  prudent  men;  and  indeed,  it  is  very 
questionable  whether  under  any  circumstances  it 
ought  to  be  made  a  legal  tender.  Tbis,  however, 
is  an  enquiry  that  need  not  now  be  made;  no  such 
necessity  exists  in  our  country  at  this  time; — the 
government  notes  would  be  a  legal  tender  to  go- 
vernment  only;  and  it  is  competent  to  government 
and  individuals  to  make  their  contracts  payable  in 
such  paper  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  or  in  gold  or 
silver,  or  wheat  or  cotton,  o^  any  other  article 
that  may  be  esteemed  by  the  coulracling  parlies 
of  sufficient  value.  The  great  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  emission  of  paper  money  arises 
from  its  liability  to  depreciate.  Thl;;,  for  obvious 
reasous,  will  always  occur  when  nothing  but  (he 
f'ailli  of  government  be  pledged  for  its  redemption. 
Happily  for  us  we  liave  a  pledge  to  give  of  inore 
intrinsicvalue  than  gold  itself — land;  whicii  notliing 
but  one  of  tliose  convulsions  of  nature  wliicli  may 
hurl  govcrniKents  and  country  too  into  one  confus- 
ed mass  of  ruin,  can  deprive  us  of. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  plan  here  proposed 
will  furnish  all  proper  facilities  for  our  domestic 
trade,  what  effect  will  it  produce  upon  the  com- 
munity at  large,  upon  ("orcign  commerce,  and  upim 
the  revenue  of  governmeiil?  With  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  uncultivated  land  in  the  United  States,  it 
is  doubtful  !)ow  far  it  is  politic  in  government  to  en- 
courage manufactures  at  the  expense  of  withdraw- 

§This  sum  would  be  sufiicient  to  construct  93 

i-siiles  of  canal  annually,  at  g20,0U0  per  mile,  or  in 

16  years  1440  miles.     It  would  make  good  inland 

navigation  from  Savannah  to  Boito:i,  and  from  the 

1  Atlantic  waters  to  the  Ohio. 
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ing  labor  from  the  cuhivation  of  the  earth.  If  it 
be  admitted  a  sound  maxim,  that  external  com 
merce  flourishes  most  when  "unembarrassed  by 
too  mucli  regulation" — by  p.irity  of  reasoning,  agri- 
culture, maiutfactures,  and  internal  commerce,  will 
prosper  best  when  unencumbered  by  too  much  legal 
restraint.  If  our  merchants  go  on  to  import  mora 
goods,  annually,  to  the  amount  of  several  millions, 
than  they  are  enabled  to  export— and  they  cannot 
obtain  coin  to  pay  the  difference,  the  consequence 
will  be  that  exchange  will  rise  to  a  great  advance 
above  par.  Tliis  advance  will  be  an  additional 
charge  tc  the  consumer  of  imported  goods,  and  will 
enable  the  manufacturer  here  to  come  in  and  sup 
ply  them  upon  better  terms  than  the  importer  can; 
while  the  advance  on  exchange  will,  ultimately,  set- 
tle in  the  hands  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil- 
inasmuch  as  the  exporter  can  afford  to  give  him  an 
additional  price  for  his  produce,  in  consequence  of 
the  premium  on  exchange.  Thus  will  oar  f»rmers 
and  planters  get  rich  and  our  manufactories  flourish, 
while  our  importers  and  exporters  will  be  left  to  re 
gubte  foreign  commerce  by  the  only  true  mercan- 
tile rule — tl^e  interest  it  affords  upon  the  capital  em- 
ployed. Tliey  will  bring  specie  into  the  country 
when  their  interest  v;ill  be  promoted  by  it;  and  it 
will  remain  here,  if  the  balance  of  trade  be  in  our 
favor,  because  exchange  will  be  at  par,  or  below  it; 
and  it  will  be  an  easier,  cheaper,  and  safer  mode  of 
remittance.  The  revenue  of  government  would  be 
lessened,  because  there  would  be  a  diminution  of 
importation  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our 
domestic  manufactures;  but  the  general  prosperity 
of  agriculture,  internal  commerce  and  manufec- 
tures,  will  furnish  means  more  tlian  commensurate 
to  meet  the  deficiency — wl  .  e  government  will  be 
deriving  from  tlie  issue  of  its  notes,  one  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  interest  aniuiaily,  and  sis 
per  cent,  upon  all  the  pledged  land  sold;  it  being 
presumed  that  no  part  of  the  principal  for  which 
the  land  would  be  sold,  would  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury—but that  it  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
eommissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  left  in  the 
Lands  of  the  purchasers  of  land,  or  vested  in  go- 
vernment stocks,  until  the  government  notes  should 
be  redeemed.  By  this  operation  the  land  would  be- 
come improved  and  afibrd  a  more  ample  security 
to  the  holders  of  government  notes,  and,  at  t^e 
same  time,  produce  a  public  revenue;  while  it 
would  Afford  a  primary  basis  on  which  a  circulat- 
ing medium  would  rest,  that  would  keep  inland 
exchanges  at  par,  and  afford  a  more  effectual  check 
than  specie  itself  to  a  prodigal  emiision  of  b.ink 
paper  by  irresponsible  corporations,  in  consequence 
of  the  facility  with  whicli  brilances  may  be  demand- 
ed and  transmitted  by  mail,  from  the  most  distant 
debtor  to  the  creditor  banks.  It  may  protect  the 
community  from  the  evil  that  would  ai-ise  from  a 
general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  prevent 
a  resort  to  the  dangerous  expedient  of  making  any 
tiling  but  gold  and  silver  a  k^al  lender. 


A  FEW  RKMAnRS    B  If  THK   EDITOH. 

The  writer  of  the  preceding  is  a  gentleman  who 
must  be  presumed  to  be  well  acquuinleil  with  the 
subject  that  he  treats  of.  Certainly,  the  project  is 
the  most  feasible  in  its  appearance,  and  more  pro- 
mising in  its  con!e:nplate(.i  operation,  than  any  we 
have  seen,  to  give  respectabiiiiy  and  strength  to  a 
paper  currency — which  we  cannot  altogether  dis- 
pense with;  whicii  no  considerate  man  ever  wished 

to  destroy though  all  have  seen  the  necessity  of 

checking  its  wild  circulation  by  so  many  banks. 


In  publishing  the  article,  we  are  not  by  any  means 
prepared  to  s^y  that,  in  all  its  parts,  it  accords  with 
our  opinions — though,  in  the  main,  we  might  not 
object  to  it,  proviiletl,  it  would  not  have  a  tendency 
to  encourage  the  banks  to  a  prodigal  issue  of  paper. 
It  is  possible,  however,  that  if,  by  any  means,  such 
could  be  made  bankrupts  of,  (as  they  undoubtedly 
ought  to  be)  that  would  not  pay  their  debts,  as  con. 
traded  to  be  paid — and  when  we  consider  that  they 
would  have  to  pay  an  interest  for  that  wliich  would 
stand  them  in  lieu  of  specie  capital — it  is  possible 
that  the  operation  of  the  scheme  might  ratlier  tend 
to  decrease  the  circulation  of  depreciated  bank 
paper,  than  to  increase  it.  Still,  whether  it  niight 
not  be  used  to  vest  a  power  in  certain  institutions — 
in  the  United  States'  bank  for  instance,  to  over* 
wlielm  all  the  rest? — is  also  a  question  of  serious 
interest  to  the  community.  Waving  all  these — 
would  the  banks  receive  the  United  States'  paper — 
have  they  principle  enough  to  sacrifice  the  int&re^ 
required? 


CONGRESS. 

IN  SENATE. 

JVow.  17.  Two  Other  members  attended:  Mr, 
iVIorrow,  of  O/iio,  and  Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland. 

Little  other  business  was  done  than  appeinting» 
the  jf'int  library  committee,  for  wliich  JMessrsl 
Dickerson,  King,  and  Fromentin,  were  selected. 

JVov.  18.  Mr.  Otis,  from  Massachusetts,  attended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Btirbnur,  Friday  next  was  as- 
signed as  the  day  for  electing  the  standing  com 
mittees. 

Mr.  Sanford  proposed  a  resolotion,  that  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  existing  laws  ia 
such  a  manner  as  that  the  signature  of  the  presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States  should  not  be  requisite 
to  patents  for  land.  [Agreed  to  on  Monday  follow- 
ing-] 

JWw.  19. — Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  attendee?. 

Mr.  Sanf'rd  submitted  for  consideration  several 
resolutions  for  referring  various  parts  of  the  presi- 
dent's message  to  committees,  pi-oposing  the  f  »1- 
lowing  distribution  of  i':  to  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign relitions,  the  committee  of  finanae,  the  com» 
mittee  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  district  of  Columbia,  respectively, 
so  much  as  relates  to  those  several  subjects,  and 
to  a  select  committee  so  much  as  relates  to  Indian 
affairs. 

The  senate  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IVilnon,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  chaplain  on  the  part  of 
the  senate,  the  Rav.  John  Clark  was  elected,  will* 
few  opposing  votes. 

J\'on.  20.— The  senate  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment, by  ballot,  of  the  standing  committees  of  that 
body — when  there  were  elected. 

For  t/te  committee  of  Foreigti  Relations — Messrs. 
Macon,  Bsfbour,  King,  Lacock  and  Daggett. 

On  Finance — iMessrs.  Eppes,  Talbot,  King,  Ma- 
con and  Eaton. 

On  Commerce  and  mannfactitres — Messrs.  San- 
ford, Dickerson,  Burrill,  Horsey  and  Morrill. 

Oa  Military  Affairs — Messrs.  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee, Lacock,  Tichenor,  Taylor  and  Storer. 

On  J^'awil  Jffiiirs — Messrs.  Sanford,  Tait,  Wil- 
liams of  -Vlississippi,  Daggett  and  Crittenden. 

On  the  Militia — Messrs.  Ruggles,Noble,  Roberts, 
Micon  an  I  STorer. 

On  Pitltlic  Lands — Messrs.  Morrow,  AVilliarr.s  of 
lyiiss.  Taylor,  Hunter  and  Johnson. 


NILES'  REGISTER— NOVEMBER  21,  1818— CONGRESS. 


223 


On  Cldims—yAessTS.  Goldsboi'ough,  Wilson,  Ro- 
berts, RiipTSles  and  Morrill.  .„     ^  .  ,      , 

On  the  Ju'Uciary— Messrs.  BurriU,  Crittenden, 
Otis,  Smith,  and  Leake. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Pnaih— Messrs. 
Stokes,  Wilson,  Palmer,  Mellen  and  Ru{,'p;les. 

On  Peiiaions— Messrs.  Lacock,  Noble,  Vandyke, 
Talbot  and  Storer. 

On  the  District  of  Colmnbia— Messrs.  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Daggett,  Barbour,  Eppes  and  Hanson. 

The  resolutions    yesterday  submitted    by    Mr 


sage  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  yester- 
day receised. 

Mr.  Tai;?or,  of  Xew  York,  moved  sundry  resolu- 
tions, for  reference  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
message  to  the  following  effect: 

1.  That  so  miicli  ps  relates  to  the  subj'ect  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  and  to  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  states,  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

2.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  military  affairs,  and 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 


Sandfurd,  for  referring  the  president's  message,  i^^j.^;^!  ^^^  ^j,g  tri.d  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristie, 
were  taken  \ip  and  agreed  to,  and,  in  pursuance  of,j^,^j  ^^  ^y^^  conduct  of  the  war  with  the  Seminole 
the  last  resolution, 

Messrs.  Morrow,  Williams  of  Ten.  Williams  of 
Miss.  Taylor  and  Crittenden,  were  appointed  a  com- 
niiitee  on  Indian  affairs. 

The  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Indians,  be  referred  to  a  select  comrBlltee. 

3.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  navy  and  to 
the  naval  depots,  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. 
4   That  so  much  as  relates  to  cessions  of  territo- 

Iry  from  the  Indians,  be  referred  to  the  committee 

I  of  public  lands. 

I     5.  That  so  much  as  relates   to  the   civilization 

j  of  the  Indian  tribes,  be  referred  to  the  same  com- 

Imittee. 

I     6.  That  so  much   as  relates  to    the   subject  of 

'  manuf.ictures,  be  referred  to  tiie  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures. 

7.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  unlawful  intro-- 
iduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  be  referred 
ito  a  select  committee. 

8.  That  so  mucii  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  re- 
venue, be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

9.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, be  referred  to  the  committee  for  said  dis- 
trict. 

10.  That  the  said  committees  have  leave  to  re« 
port  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

These  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to  with- 
out opposition  or  remark. 

Mr.  T«v/o7'a!so  submitted  at  the  same  time,  four 
other  resolutions,  to  this  effect: 

1.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  Bui)ject  of  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  militia. 

2.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  internal  improvement. 

3.  That  a  cymaittee  be  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  buildings. 

4.  That  a  coramiitee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
whether  any  amendments  should  be  necessary  to 
Uie  act  of  the  last  session  granting  pensions  to  re- 
volutionary survivors. 

The  resolves  were  ord*red  to  lie  on  the  table  by 
a  vote  of  61  to  59. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolves 
previously  agreed  to;  which  were  concurred  in  by 
the  house. 

Mr.  'i^flj/Zor  then  moved,  anew,  the  propositions 
last  above  stated,  which,  m  committee,  had  been 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  manner,  rather 
than  the  matter  yf  the  resolves,  in  whicli  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Md.    Taylor,    Harrison    and    Poindexier 


HOUSE    OF    KKPUESEWTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  JVov.  17.     The  following  members  ap- 
peared,  in  addition  to  those  already  announced. 
From  Massachusetts^  Messrs.  Folsom  and  Wilson. 
From  J\''e7t>  York,  Mr.  EUicott  and  Mr.  Ogden. 
From  Delu-ware,  Mr.  M'Lane.  I 

From  Virginia,  Mr.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Thos.^M.  Nel- 1 
•son  and  Mr.  Colston 

From  J^orth  Carolina,  Mr.  Owen.  | 

Prom  Gesfffia,  Mr  Cobb. 
From  Tennessee,  Mr.  Hogg. 
From  Ohio,  Mr.  Barber  and  Mr.  Beecher. 
Wednesday,  jVov.  18.     The  following  gentlemen 
compose  the  several  standing  committees,  which 
have  been  appointed  by  order  of  the  house. 

Of -ways  and  .neaits.— -Messrs.  Smith  ofMd.  Bur- 
well,  Pitkin,  Sergeant,  Trimble,  Crawford  and  Tall- 
Hiidge. 

Of  Elections.— Messrs.  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Alex.  Smyth,  Merrill,  Shaw,  Boss,  Whitman  and 
Tarr. 

Of  Commerce  and  Mamtfactnres.— Messrs.  New- 
ton, Seybert,  M'Lane  of  Del.  Mason  of  Mass.  Irving, 
Baldwin  and  Kinsey. 

Of  Claims.— Messrs.  Williams  of  N.  C.  Rich, 
M'Coy,  S.  Moore,  Walker  of  Ky.  Culbreih  and  Gil- 
feert. 

Of  the  District  of  Columbia. — Messrs.  Herbert, 
Peter,  Boden,  Cobb,  Claiborne,  Colston  and  Steu- 
art  of  Md. 

Of  Public  iMnds. — Messrs.  Poindexter,  Campbell, 
Hendricks,  Terry,  Jones,  Mercer  and  Butler,  of 
Loua. 

Of  the  Post  office  and  Post  Roads. — IVIessrs.  I.i- 
vermore,  Blou.ii,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Townsend, 
Sampson,  Terrell  and  Settle. 

Of  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. — Messrs 
Rhea,  Wilkin,  lluggits,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Owen  and 
©rr. 

Of  Public  Expenditures. — Messrs.  Desha,  Ander- 
son of  Pa.  Garnet),  Cushman,  J.S.  Smith,  Hunter, 
and  Williams  of  Con. 

On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  H.  Nelson  of  Va. 
Hopkinson,  Edwards,  Beecher,  Storrs,  Quarles  and 
Moseley. 

Of  Private  Land    Claims. — Messrs.    Robertson,   t<,o!i  pHrt,  th^  resolves  were  agreed  to. 
Pindall,  Hogg,  Hubbard,  Bayley,  K.  Moore  and  B.       The  resolution  of  tl)e  ser.ave,  for  appointing  a 
Smith.  johit  library  comniittee,  wm  t^k.-ju  up  .ind  iigreed  to. 

Of  Enrolled    Bills. — Messrs.    W.    Wilson    and'     That  for  the   appoi:Uaient  of  a  chaplain  to  each 


Spesd. 

Of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Jiusiness. — Messrs. 
Taylor  of  N.  Y.  Hale  ami  Whiteside. 

The  liouse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whoh. ,  Mr   H.  jVelson  in  the  chair,  on  tiie  state 


of  tiie  unionj  and  took,  into  cousiderauon  tiie  lues-   fouud  to  ij|. 


house,  w^s  also  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  chap- 
hiin  on  its  purt.  Rev.  Burg-ess  JKIisoji.  was  nominat- 
ed by  Mr.  tUuornfiein,  aiul  V):.  IVm.  ifudgershy  Mr. 
Sei^eatit.     The  voles    being    counted  out,    were 
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For  Rrv.  Burpress  Allison  71 

Dr.  Wm.  Rogers  52 

So  Mr.  Allison  was  chosen  chaplain  on  the  part 
of  the  house  of  representatives.     Arljourned. 

Thursday,  .Kov.  19. — Thf»  following  gentlemen 
ought  to  have  been  mentioned  as  having  attended 
yesterday: 

From  J\''ew  York — Messrs.  Drake,  Porter,  and 
Spencer. 

Fraai  Virgima—yir.  Bassett. 

From  Tennessee — Mr.  Blount. 

And,  in  addition,  the  following  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  day: 

From  Penvsylvania — Mr.  W.  Maclay. 

From  Kentucky— ^ilr.  Anderson. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  compose  the  several  commit- 
lees  yesterday  established,  v'z. 

Committee  on  fureign  affairs. — Messrs.  Forsyth, 
Holmes,  Barbour  of  Va.  Speacer,  Baldwin,  Allen  of 
Yt.  and  Hopkioson. 

On  military  affairs. — Messrs.  Johnson  of  Ky.  Reed, 
T.  M.  Nelson,  Huntingdon,  Gage,  Stewart  of  N.  C. 
and  Peter. 

On  naval  affairs. — Messrs.  Pleasants,  Silsbee, 
Parrot,  Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Rogers  and  Bateinan. 

On  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs. —  M>\ssrs.  South- 
ard, Williams  of  N.  Y.  Murray,  Walker  of  N.  C. 
Richards,  Butler  of  N.  H.  and  Pcgram. 

On  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves. — Messrs.  Mid- 
dieton,  Upharo,  Lawyer,  Floyd,  Mumford,  Lincoln, 
and  Linn. 

On  the  militia. — Messrs.  Harrison,  Smyth  of  Va. 
:Quarles,  Moreton,  Jones,  Savage  and  Owen. 

On  roads  and  canals. — Messrs.  Tucker,  Storrs, 
Lewis,  Sergeant,  Porter,  Crafts  and  Marchand. 

On  public  buildings. — Messrs.  Bi^^sett,  Bellinger, 
Adams,  Clagett,  Folger,  Bayley  aad  Rice. 

On  revolutionary  pensions. — Messrs.  Bloonjfield, 
Burwell,  Ogle,  Wallace,  Drake,  Herkimer  and  Wil 
«on  of  Mass. 

Library  committee  on  the  part  of  this  house. — Messrs 
Seybert,  M^sonof  Mass.  and  Irving. 

Mr.  McLean,  representative  from  the  new  state 
of  Illinois,  being  in  attendance— 

The  speaker  stated  to  the  house  a  difficulty  which 
he  fftlt  in  deciding  upon  the  pi  opriety  of  administer- 
ing the  oath  to  him,  in  consequence  of  congress  not 
having  concluded  the  act  of  admission  of  the  state 
into  the  uuion.  Under  this  difficulty,  he  submitted 
the  question  to  the  decision  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  of  Miasissippi,  said,  he  thought 
jt  incumbent  on  the  house,  before  admitting  the 
representative  to  a  seat,  to  examine  the  constitu- 
tion just  laid  before  it,  to  see,  first,  whether  the 
requisitions  of  the  act  of  last  session  were  com- 
plied wiih;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  form  of 
government  established  w<«s  republican,  whioh  the 
United  States  were  bound  to  guaianlee.  He  il- 
lustrated the  irregularity  of  a  different  proce- 
dure, by  putting  the  case  that  the  member  was 
admitted  to  a  seat,  allowed  to  vote  on  imporiani 
questions,  and  the  constitution  subsequently  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  wished  a  different  course 
to  he  pursued,  and  one  tor  which  he  adduced  pre- 
cedent, in  the  case  of  the  representative  from  one  of 
the  stales  lately  admitted.  The  house  hud  taken 
for  granted  the  faov  of  a  compliance  with  the  law, 
and  of  the  republican  form  of  government  estab- 
lished, and  Jiad  admitted  the  member  without  queS' 


Me.  Pitkin  of  Connecticut,  said,  that  thi*  was  sr 
question  which,  he  believed,  had  never  before  been 
presented  to  the  house.  He  thought,  for  himself,, 
that,  befi^re  admitting  a  representative  to  a  seat 
the  question,  whether  the  people  who  elected  him 
were  a  s'ae,  ought  to  be  decided.  To  the  decision 
of  t'.iis  quf  sri  m,  several  things  were  necesssry:  for 
instance,  the  law  of  last  session  required  ih.it  the 
territory  in  qu-stion  shotdd  have  had  a  certain 
population,  to  justif;/  its  f<>rning  a  constitu'ion  of 
state  govf^rnment.  This  fact  ought  to  be  officially 
established,  &c.  and  the  resolution  of  admission 
passed,  hef  )re  a  representative  took  his  seat. 

The  que.stion  haviag  been  put,  it  was  decided 
apparently  by  a  large  majority,  that  the  speaker 
hould  net  at  this  time   administer  the  oath  of 
ffire, 

On  request  of  Mr.  Bassett,  he  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee  relative  to  the  public 
buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  a  resolve 
was  passed,  instructing  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending, 
for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  the  pensions  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  sailors  and  ma- 
rines killed  on  board  the  armed  ships  of  the  U, 
States,  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  a  select 
committee  was  ordered  to  be  appointed,  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  Michigan  terri*' 
tory  a  delegate  in  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  were  discharged  from  the  fur. 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill,  lying  over  from  last 
session,  for  tlie  establishment  of  an  armory  on  the 
western  waters,  and  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  was  directed  to  take  the  subject  into  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  a  resolution, 
instructing  the  military  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  two  additional  mili- 
tary academies,  one  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  one  at  Newport,  in  Ken* 
tucky. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  wished  to  have 
included  in  this  resolution  a  third  academy,  at  some 
point  in  South  Carolina;  it  being  but  reasonable,  if 
ihe  north,  the  west,  and  the  centre  were  accommo- 
dated, that  the  southern  section  should  receive  the 
same  attention. 

After  some  conversation,  to  accommodate  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  TVilliams,  the  resolution  was  so  modi- 
fied by  the  mover  as  to  propose  an  euquiry  into 
».he  expediency  of  establishing  one  or  more  addi- 
tional academies;  and  in  this  shape  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
constitution  of  the  state  of  Illinois  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  the  com. 
mittee  on  military  affairs  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
l>ie  payment  for  property  lost,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  nnd  for  horses  lost  for  want  of  forage,  during 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Seminole  nation  of  Indians.    Adjourned, 

Friday,  ,A''iv.  20.— Yesterday,  Mf.  Nelson,  froi» 
./UussachiisL'tts,  and  to  day,  Mr.  Sherwood,  of  Con- 
necticut,  and  Mr.  Bryan,  of  JVortA  Carolina,  appear- 
ed and  tojk  their  seats. 

Tbe  following  committees,  in  addition  to  those 
alrci^dy  announced,  kav*  been  appointed: 

C'jinmilies  <•/  Accounts. — Mes»rs.  Little,  Bennet, 


tion  to  his  seat.     In  the  pi-esent  case  Mr,  Harrison 

W.AS  unwilling  to  depart  from  precedent,  fu>r  mere  land  D.ulnigtoo 

form's  sake.  )  {for  further  proceedings  see  next  page^ 
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]?y  the  assistant  jf  ;t  supplement,  arranged  to 
preceJe  the  present  regular  luimber,  we  are  enabled 
this  week  to  dispose  of  the  entire  reports  of  Messrs. 
RonvKT  ami  Graham,  on  South-American  atl'airs,  as 
well  as  to  give  much  original  and  miscellaneous 
matter,  and  afford  a  variety/.  Mr.  Bland's  report 
mav  be  expected  to  be  commencrd  nex'  week — we 
are  inf"rmed  that  it  contains  about  260  pages  of 
close  4to  manuscript.  Some  of  the  documents  ac 
companying  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  are 
exceedingly  interesting  and  eloquent;  and  tliough 
their  substance  is  generally  made  known  in  tiie  re- 
ports them.selves,  we  design  to  select  and  publisii 
a  part  of  them,  as  soon  as  we  get  through  with  the 
other  documents  deemed  of  more  importance. 

An  article  in  the  supplement,  on  a  "circulating 
medium,"  invites  attention.  The  subject  is  of  greu- 
moment,  seeing  that  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates 
has  not  fulfilled  the  public  expectation.  Uut  how  far 
the  plan  hert-in  suggested  is  expedient — the  people 
will  judge  Another  plan,  for  the  same  purpose, 
has  been  submitted  to  us,  and  shall  appear  next 
week — if  we  can  get  room  for  it. 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury has  come  upon  us  sooner  tlian  we  expected, 
and  is,  of  necessity,  reluctantly  postponed.  The 
secretary  suggests  "that  the  reventie  wid  be  so 
much  diminished  by  the  repeal  of  the  internal  du- 
ties, and  the  derangement  of  the  i-urrency,  as  to 
make  it  at  least  doubtful,  whether  there  will  not  be 
a  deficiency  in  its  amoimt  for  the  ensuing  year — 
but  for  the  ensuing  year  only." 

We  shall  issue  another  supplement  next  week — 
perliaps  a  whole  sheet,  to  relieve  otir  loaded  files. 

Specie  payments.  The  banks  of  Cincinnati — pres- 
sed by  the  office  of  the  United  States  bank,  esta 
blished  there,  have  suspended  specie  payments.  A 
particular  account  of  this  circumstance,  with  some 
remarks  upon  it,  prepared  for  the  press,  must  lay 
over  until  next  week. 

O^'A  very  important  enquiry  respecting  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  has  been  proposed  in 
the  house  of  representatives — see  proceedings 
below,  //e  trust  that  a  committee  will  not  be  refus- 
ed to  be  raised  for  the  purpostfs  stiifgesttd  by  J\lr, 
Spencer.  We  have  no  room  to  say  more,  at  present 


\_Congress    articles — continued  from  the  supplement. 1 

On  the  Constitntifjii  of  the  state  of  Illinois. — iVlessrs. 
Anderson  of  Ky.  Poindexter,  Hendricks. 

The  following  committees,  have  been  appointed 
at  the  last  session,  are  yet  in  existence,  by  a  spe- 
cial rule: 

Of  E.rpenditures  in  the  Department  of  State. — 
Messrs.  Forsyth,,  Hasbrouck,  Scudder. 

Of  Exftenditures  in  the  Tieasnry  Department. — 
Messrs.  Lowndes,  Allen  of  Vt.  Marchand. 

Of  E.rpenditures  in  the  War  Department. — Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  S.  C.  and  Herki- 
mer. 

Of  Expenditures  in  the  J\''<ivy  Department. — Messrs 
'Weasants,  Storrs,  Sampson 

Of  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office. — Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Muulington.  [One  vacancy,  by  resignation  oi 
INIr  Ingham.] 

Of  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buihlintrs. — Messrs. 
Tucker  of  Va.  Drake,  Orr. 
V.,L.    XV. ]ft. 


Among  the  petitious  to  da),  was  one  presented 
by  tlie  speaker,  from  Matthew  l.yon,  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky,  praying  remuneration  for  tlie  depri- 
vation of  liberty  and  exactiou  of  a  penalty  fiom 
him,  being  then  a  representative  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Vermont,  tmder  the  sedition  law  or 
1798,  and  which  he  is  induced  by  misfortimes, 
which  have  made  him  poor,  to  ask  from  congress 

Mr.  t'Villiams  of  N.  C.  moved  to  refer  the  petition 
to  tlie  judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Edwards  of  N.  C.  thought  that,  as  this  peti- 
tion embraced  a  claim,  it  would  be  proper  to  let  it 
take  the  course  of  all  other  claims,  by  referring  it 
to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  ITilliams  said,  tiiougii  it  was  a  claim,  it  w.i'* 
a  claim  arising  from  the  operation  of  a  law  of  the 
country  supposed  by  the  petitioner  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional. Who  could  so  well  determine  a  ques- 
tion  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality  or  uncon- 
stitutionality of  a  law,  as  the  judiciary  committee? 
Such  cases  had  been  usually  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee; aud  even  at  the  last  session  that  commiHef 
had  been  directed  to  enquire  into  a  fraud,  said  to 
have  been  committed  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer  of  N.  Y.  the  petition 
was  read  through;  and  was  then  referred  to  the; 
comtiHttee  on  the  jtuliciary. 

Mr.  ..Inder-fun  of  Ky.  from  the  select  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  constitution  of  the  slate 
of  Illinois,  reported  a  resolutioi',  dv-^claring  the  ad- 
mission of  the  state  of  Illinois  into  the  union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
Ml.  Anderson  proposed  that  it  should  be  engrossed 
far  a  third  reading. 

Mr  Spencer  of  Nevf  York,  enquired  whether  it 
appeared,  from  any  documents  transiriltted  to  con- 
gress, that  the  state  had  the  number  of  inhabitants 
required  by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  as  a  preli- 
minary to  its  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  that  the  committee  hjid  no 
information  on  that  subject  befoie  them,  beyond 
what  Whs  contained  in  the  preamble  to  thecoDsti- 
tution.which  states,  that  the  requisition  of  the  actof 
congress  had  been  compli"?d  with,  and  that  the  con- 
vention had  therefore  proceeded  to  the  formatiijn 
of  a  constitution.  Mr.  A.  said,  the  committee  had 
considered  that  evidence  sufficient;  and  lie  had,  in 
addiuon,  himself  seen,  in  thenevv.spapeiN,  evidence 
sufficient  t*  satisfy  him  of  the  ftot  that  the  po- 
pulation did  amount  to  40,000  souls,  the  number 
required. 

The  resolve  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  Uiilted  States,  of  <l;.n, 
18, 1S16,  recommending  the  confirm.ation  of  certain 
grants  or  reservations  of  lands,  by  the  friendly 
Creek  Indians,  to  major  general  .\udrew  ,{«cksnir, 
colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  v.'is  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  pi'ivate  land  rlaims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  of  Mississippi,  the 

committee  of  public  lands  were  directed  to  e, quire 

into  the   expediency  of  prohibiting  the  emigratioa 

and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tnbe  of  Indians  um 

'the  lands  of  the  United  States  west  »f  m:p  Mis.iii- 
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sippi,  until  hey  shall  bave  acquired  that  right  by 
treaty  witli  the  United  States,  founded  on  a  ces- 
sion of  land  by  said  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi- 

On  motion  ofiVli-.  /nZ/ja/xs  of  North  Caroliiia,  tlie 
committee  of  ways  and  means  were  instnicted  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty 
on  salt  imported  into  the  United  Slates. 

These  several  n-otions,  being  propositions  of  en- 
qnir-y  only,  passed   without  debate  or  opposition. 

Aid  the  house  adjourned  to  .Monday. 
Mjnday,  .A' r.  23  Tiie  fol'owii<g  gentlemen,  in  ad- 
dition t;>  tliose  :.lready  announced,  appeared  this 
dav.  F;om  JW^v  York,  Mr.  Wendovcr,  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, and  Air.  Cruger;  fro.^(  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
L.rie,  Mr.  Slmpkins,  and  Mr.  Ervi". 

Tlic  speaker  laid  btfore  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  c!ii'-f  justice  of  the  district  of  Ctdumbia,  trans- 
mit li;i}?  a  codt  of  jurisprudence  for  the  district, 
formed  in  ptirsu.wce  of  an  act  of  congress  of  April, 
29,  1S16.     [lieferredto  a  select  committee.] 

i'he  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  communica- 
tion fixm  the  navy  depar'mcnt,  accompanied  by 
.sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension 
ftind;  which  w  as  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval 
affjirs. 

[Mr.  P  P.  Barbour,  after  stating  bis  reason  for 
the  request,  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  com- 
niittee  of  piibljc  buildings.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  ofauthoriz- 
ing  the  emjloyment  of  an  additional  number  of 
clerks  in  the  war  depiutment,  not  exceeding 
twelve. 

[The  reason  assigned  for  this  motion  was,  that, 
lioiess  some  such  measure  was  adopted,  the  per- 
sons for  whose  relief  the  pension  law  of  last  ses- 
sion v.'as  designed,  could  not,  for  a  long  time, 
if  ever,  obtain  the  benefit  intended  'hereby;  far, 
he  liad  been  astonished  to  find  that,  owing  to  the 
deficiency  of  clerks,  no  application  for  t!-iat  object, 
since  the"  month  of  May  last,  had  yet  been  de- 
cided on,  though  several  clerks  were  constantly 
employed  in  that  duly.  The  early  applications 
jvert;  of  course  first  attended  to,  and  had  not  yet 
b^en  dispatched.] 

The  engrossed  resolution  declaring  the  admis- 
sioji  of  tile  state  of  Illinois  into  the  union  on  an 
equal  footing  wiith  the  original  states,  was  read  a 
third  time:  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  it  pasa? 

['the  passage  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Tallmudge. 
Suiisfaciory  evidence  had  not  been  afforded  of  the 
populutioi.  as  required  by  laW;  and  he  tlioughl  the 
principle  of  shivery  was  not  sufliciently  guarded 
against,  referrir.g  to  the  6th  aricle  of  Iheconstitu- 
tio  .  (.see  present  vol.  U'klkly  if.i;f;isT£u,  page  96,) 
whicti  hi:  contended  conlravtned  the  leter  and  spi 
rit  of  the  gener.il  provision  touching  that  subject, 
con  fl.il  ed  in  the  ordinance  respecting  the  territory 
north  west  of  the  Ohio.  lie  examined  the  several 
section!,  of  the  article  at  consiiler.-^ble  length. 

Mr.  P'jiinl'.xit:!'  replied— lie  deprecated  slavery— 
Ini"  it  Wiis  nut  a   matter  of  choice  now  whether  we 
fchotiid  Slave  slaves  amongst  us  or  not.     He  tiiouglu 
l!:e  article  fully  caiue  up  to  the  design  of  the  or 
dinaiice,  and  examined  it  in  detail. 

Mr.  .Inili-mw,  of  Ktn.  was  satisfied  as  to  the 
iinunit'.t  ot  tiie  p opuUlion,  and  proceeded  to  exu- 
jiiiiie  the  other  question  made  by  M.--.  T.illmadge, 
e^.ntei'diiig  tliat  '.he  provisions  of  the  coiislilulion 
Ijaxi  been  misunderstood  b)  .Mr.  T. 

Mr,  'I'allmadfe  rep'ie^l,  m.iintaining  his  ojiinions 
as;  iiiht  exnres.'e;'.  -Mi',  /farn'-s'.n  contended  llial  l;.e 
suus  iV.  \V.  of  tiie  Uliio  had  the  JvV/ii  to  adi-nii  the 
i:iu  jduc.ioi)  ofslaver} — if  they  j'scased,  thougli  au 


object  of  abhorrence;  and  gave  in  his   reasons   at 
length  for  his  opinion.] 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Pa.  Anderson,  Ken.  Austin,  Bal<l_ 
win,  Bartiuur,Va.  Itatemaii,  Bajley,  Reetliei-,  liellin^tr.  Bloom" 
tield,  Blount,  Bodpn,  Bivan,  Burwell,  Butler,  N.H.  Butler,  Lou* 
Campbell,  Claiborne.  Cobb,  Colston,  Cuok,  Crawford,  Crugt-r' 
Culbreth,  Cuslinian.  Deslia,  Drake.  Kdwards,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Flc.yd, 
Gariiett,  Hall  N.  C.  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herbtrt,  Hogg,  HulmeJ, 
Hupkinson,  Hostf-tter,  Hubbard,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Jobnsuii,  Ken. 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Kinlaiid,  Lawyer,  Lewi.?,  Lincoln^  Linn,  Little, 
M  Lane,  Oclaware,  M'Coy,  Mareliaiid,  Mason,  Mass.  Merctr,  Mid- 
dleton,  Roht.  Moore,  Sam).  Moore,  Mcs  ley,  Mumford,  H.  Nel- 
son, T.  M.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Owen.  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Pegrani.  Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poiiidexter, 
Porter,  Qiiarlcs,  Rbea,  Bice,  Rolu-rtson,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Samp- 
son, Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Studder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Sil9l)ee  , 
Simpkins,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  Alex.  Sn)ith,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Storrs.  Stuart,  Md.  Tarr, 
'I'erreil,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker,  S.  C.  Upliam,  Wal- 
ker, N.  C.  Walker,  Ken.  Wallace.  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Williams,  Con.  Williams.  N.  Y,  Williams,  N.  C.  117. 

NAY"S — Missis.  Adams,  Bennett,  Boss,  Clagott,  Crafts,  Day. 
liDgmn.Ellicoit,  Folger,  Gage,  Gilbert^  Hale,  Hasbrouck,Htm- 
ter,  Huntington,  Livermore,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P,  Maclay,  Merrill, 
Morton,  Murray.  Jer.  Nilson,  On',  Reed,  Rich,  Kieliards,  Savage, 
Seybert,  Souiliaril,  Tallniadge,  Taj  lor,  Wtndover,  Wliitinan 
Wilson,  Mass.  Wilson,  Pen.    34. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Forsyth,  a  member  of  this  house,  from 
Georgia,  resigning  his  seat  therein. 

Tuesday,  S\'ov.  24.  Several  additional  committees 
was  appointed.  Mr.  Nelson  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mathew  Lyon 
made  a  report,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted — and  said  he  felt  himself 
constrained  to  state  to  the  hou?e,  that,  on  this 
question,  he  hid  been  in  a  minority  in  the  commit- 
tee, and  wished  the  subject  to  be  fully  laid  before 
the  house.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  report  be 
referred  for  consideration  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  bouse. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  under  the  instruction  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed Slates. 

In  introducing  this  bill,  Mr.  H.  remarked,  that 
the  bill  was  in  form  the  same  wliich  he  had  had  the 
honor  to  introduce  to  the  consideration  ot  congress 
at  their  last  session. 

Sundry  other  motions  and  reports  were  made, 
which  will  be  duly  noticed  in  their  progress — and 
the  house,  having  resolved  itself  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  was  chiefly  occupied  on  a  bill  reported 
at  the  last  session  for  erecting  a  separate  judicial 
district  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain  in  Virgi- 
nia. 

H'ednesday,J\'ov.  25.  Messrs.  Tyler,  Strother  and 
Johnson,  of  Virginia — Mr.  Lowndes,  of  S.  G.  and 
.Vlr.  Allen,  of  Mass.  ati  ended. 

Anong  the  business  trun^acted  this  day,  was  the 
followiiig — 

Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  offered  for  conside- 
ration the  following  resolution: 

lieso'ved,  Tiiat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  and  to  report 
whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not,  and  particulnrly  to  report  whether 
the  instalments  of  the  capital  stock,  of  i!ie  said 
b  <ik  have  been  paid  iu  gold  und  silver  coin  and  iu 
tliefuncied  debt  ofthe  United  States,  or  wlielher 
they  were  in  any  instance,  and  to  what  amount, 
paid  by  the  proceeds  of  the  notes  of  slockliolders 
discounted  {or  llie  purpose;  and  also  to  report  the 
names  of  those  persons  who  now  own  or  who  have 
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owned  any  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank, 
and  the  amount  of  discounts,  if  any,  to  such  per- 
sons respectiveiy,  and  when  made;  and  also  to  re- 
port whether  the  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  ofTices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  have  refused  to  pay  the  notes 
of  the  bank  in  specie  oh  demand,  and  have  refused 
to  receive,  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  them  or 
eifies-  ofth«m,  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  whether 
tlie  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices  of  discoimt,  or  any 
of  their  officers  or  agents,  have  sold  drafts  upon 
other  ofi^ces,  or  upon  the  bank,  at  an  adv.mce,  and 
have  received  a  premium  for  such  draft*;  also  the 
amouni.  of  the  notes  issued,  payable  at  Philadelplii;*, 
and  at  each  office  of  discount  respecuvcly,  and  the 
amount  of  capital  assigned  to  each  office,  toj^ether 
vith  the  amount  of  the  public  depc^iies  made  at 
the  bank  and  at  each  offire,  and  on  account  of  the 
transfers  thereof;  and  lie  total  amount  of  bills  and 
notes  discounted  by  the  bank  and  its  several  of- 
fices since  its  organization.  That  tlie  stld  com- 
mittee iiave  leave  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Pliiladel 
phia,  and  to  remain  there  as  long  as  may  be  neces- 
sary; and  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  empl  >y  the  requisite  clerks, 
the  expense  of  wliich  shall  be  audited  and  allow- 
ed by  the  committee  of  accounts,  and  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  this  house. 

[Mr.  Spencer  supported  his  proposition  with  & 
number  of  very  pertinentiremarks,  which  we  regret 
that  we  cannot  insert.  Complaints  had  been  made, 
congiess  had  the  right  to  enquire,  and  it  was  as 
well  the  duty  of  congress,  as  the  interest  of  the 
bank,  (if  rightfully  conducted)  that  the  truth  should 
be  known  to  llie  public] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .M'Lane,  (and  the  same  being 
agreed  to  by  Mr.  Spencer)  the  resolve  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  separate  judi- 
cial district  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  was  read  a  third  time, — and 
passed. 

The  house  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  con- 
sidered the  bill  for  appointing  twelve  additional 
clerks  m  the  war  department — which  being  report- 
ed, was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  discontinuance  of  suits 
in  the  western  district  court  of  T'ennsylvania,  in 
consequence  of  the  court  not  having  been  held  at 
the  lime  appointed  by  law,  (because  the  judge's 
commission  was  not  received  in  time)  passed 
llirougli  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Deslta  in 
the  cluir — and,  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  t'liird  reading,  [Passed  next  day.l 

TImrsdny,  J\,'ov.  26. — Mr.  lilien  reported  a  bill 
respecting  invalid  pensioners — which  was  finally 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  a  committee  was  or- 
dered to  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  granting  a 
pension  to  major  general  John  St  irk. 

A  messnge  was  received  from  the  president, 
enclosing  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
public  buildings— r — shewing  a  disbursement  of 
^520,680  42,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1818— 
read  and  referred. 

Beavmnrchais'  claim  was  then  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered in  comitnttee  of  the  whole.  Xolhing  de 
cided. 

IN   SENATK. 

J\''ov.  23.  Mr  F'lrayth,  elected  from  Ceorgia,  vice 
Mr  Troup,  rc^ignf-d,  .appeared  and  took  iiis  seat; 
and  .Mr.  Vmiitifhe,  from  Delaware. 

JVov.  24.  'i  lie  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of 
iLe  ircasMPv  wa&  !.iid  btf  ire  \Ut  -^enatc 


Several  notifications  of  inteided  resulullons 
were  laid  before  the  senate— among  them,  one  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  over  the  re- 
mains of  general  WAsnisoTow,  wiiere  tliey  now 
lie:  [which  was  introduced  and  read  tlie  next  day.] 

JVov.  25.  Mr.  IJorsey,  from  Del.iware  took  bia 
seat.  Mr.  Bailxmr  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  certain  officers. 

Mr.  ■S'«»//u)f/ offered  certain  resolutionn  Of  tlie 
legislature  of  the  stale  of  New  York,  instructing 
i'.s  senators,  and  requesting  its  repiesentatives  to 
endeavor  to  procure  tlie  adopuon  of  the  amewl- 
ment  to  the  constitution,  proposed  by  North  Caro- 
lina, for  districting  the  states  by  an  uniform  rule, 
for  the  election  of  representatives  and  ele<itors  of 
president  and  vice  president;  and  the  same  were 
read. 

Mr.  SLorer  offered  certain  like  proceedings  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Xew  llMmpshire,  in 
respect  to  a  proposition  (to  tlie  same  effect  as  that 
above  referred  ;o,)  made  by  New-Jersey;  and  the 
same  were  received  and  read. 

Tlie  resolution  for  the  admission  of'  lUiiiois  into 
tbe  Union  was  re&d,  &c. 

Mr.  U'iUiavis,  of  Tennessee,  offered  fot*  consi* 
deration  the  following  resolution: 

R'solved,  Thtit  the  committee  on  military  afTairs 
be  instructed  to  ejiquire  into  the  expediency  «>f 
increasing  the  psy  of  the  officers,  non  commissi- 
oned oflicers,  musicians  and  privates  of  tlie  army  uf 
the  United SLate.s.     [Agreed  to  next  day.] 

JVe».  26.  The  president  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  v/ar,  reporting  the  strengili 
and  organi7,Htion  of  the  militia. 

The  bill  to  increase  tlie  compensation  of  certaia 
oflicers  of  government  [the  secretaries  of  the  de- 
p.Artments,  the  attorney  general,  and  postiwuster 
general]  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Harbour,  and  cer- 
tiln  proposed  amendments  by  Mr.  Ilurrill,  whicli 
were  negatived — the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros* 
sed  (in  blank)  for  a  third  reading. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAJiP,  &C. 

At  the  Palace  Yui-d  meeting,  heretofore  noticed 
as  about  to  be  held,  Mr.  Hunt  was  called  to  the 
chair.  Twenty-six  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
reform  and  remonstrance  to  tlve  prince  regent, 
were  adopted,  and  Mr.  H.  appointed  to  present 
them  to  the  secretary  of  state.  Lord  Sidmouth 
however,  "did  not  feel  liimself  at  liberty  to  lay  the 
same  before  his  royul  highness." 

The  old  king,  in  addition  to  his  disorder,  is  total- 
ly blind.  The  decease  of  the  queen  was  lookfe.l 
for  daily. 

Boyu't  alliance\  A  whole  column  of  a  Londoii 
paper  is  occupied  with  an  account  of  a  c*^zy  old 
lory,  calling  himself  Moses  Osgood,  and  a  native  (if 
Massachusetts,  that  fouglit  against  his  country  in 
the  revolution,  svho  had  an  iiileiview  with  the  m.-.v- 
or  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  being  introduced 
to  the  prince  regent,  to  demand  one  of  his  sisters  in 
murriage,  even  without  a  portion,  because  he  had  a 
gold  mine  on  his  estate  in  .\mericn! 

.imeiican  stot/ca  at  Londfiii,  Sept.  26. — New  six 
pj^r  cents,  102  a  lOSi;  hank  shares  29/. 

I'.iiu^'Ji  stacks,  Sept.  21). — Three  per  cent,  consols 
7i  7-8  5  18;  om^iiilm  4  a  .3  7-8  dis. 

Stocks,  Oct.  5.— ;>  per  cent,  consols  75  1-2  3-8, 
Ame'-ican  flour,  same  date,  43  ft  45. 

Foreign  gold  in  bsrs,  8ls6;  new  daubloons,  7?st>.; 
silver  in  bars,  standard,  .534^ 
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ATX  LA  CMAPEtLE. 

Qct  2— We  doubt  very  much  that  the  confe- 
reiiccs  will  be  lonp^,  and  the  sovereigns  have  de- 
clared t'  eir  in'enlion  not  lo  consider  many  of  the 
cjitesiions  vhich  have  been  siibmitled  to  them.  A 
report  is  in  circulation  that  the « vacualion  of  France 
has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  this  morning, 
and  the  departure  of  the  sovereigns  is  speedily 
looked  for.  We  are  assured  tliat  gen.  Woronzof's 
aid-decamp  lias  gone  to  view  the  plain  in  which 
the  grand  review  previous  to  tlieir  departure  is  to 
takf- place  on  ; he  ITth  inst.  near  Loudon.  Whence 
t,Vev  will  proceed  to  Brussels,  and  afterwards  to 
Paris,  while  their  ministers  will  continue  the  dis- 
cussions hf  re. 

I'uris,  Sept.  24.— The  important  objects  which 
are  10  fix  the  attention  of  tiie  four  allied  powers 
at  Aix  la-Chapelle,  are  descanted  on  dittereutly  by 
various  persons.  On  several  k-ading  articles  there 
is  no  diversity  of  opinion:  1  beg  leave  to  subjoin 
them.  It  is  presumed  that  the  congress  will  lake 
into  consideration — 

I.  The  evacuation  of  France  under  the  double 
point  of  view,  of  its  financial  and  moral  condition, 
as  declared  by  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
^Ulh  of  November,  1815,  and  the  determination 
of  t!  e  means  of  employment  of  the  army  of  occu- 
pation. 

II.  The  confirmation  of  tlie  holy  alliance  in  its 
p,or,tical  object,  and  the  cxamin;iiicn,  of  the  pro- 
prieiy  of  an  armed  coaliiion  as  a  guarantee  for  mo- 
narrJ.ical  authority,  and  the  rec^^igr.ized  dynasties 
ag»i.'ist  tiie  progress  of  the  dero^rutic  spirit,  and 
tlieeifors  of  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  compe- 
titors of  different  thrones. 

1(1.  The  appreciation  of  the  proper  or  possible 
delay  in  the  grant,  reclaimed  by  the  people  of  cer- 
tain nations,  of  constitutions  promised  at  divers 
time?. 

IV.  The  political  and  military  organization  of  tlie 
Germanic  confederation,  and  the  avowal  of  the  su- 
premacy of  one  of  the  powers  which  compose  it, 
vith  the  privilege  of  appointing  a  president  to  the 
diet,  and  a  general  to  the  confederate  army. 

V.  The  conclusion  of  the  difi'erences  between  Ba 
varia  and  the  Grand  Ducliy  of  Bnd&n. 

YI.  The  mediation  between  the  courts  of  Madrid 
and  Rio  Janiero,  concerning  the  affairs  of  South 
America. 

Vll.  The  interference  of  the  sovereigns  of  Eu- 
rope between  Spnin  and  her  colonies.  A  question 
which  acquires  an  universal  interest  both  rela- 
tively to  the  commerce  of  the  two  hemispheres, 
and  of  the  revolution  which  the  American  inde 
pcndence  would  prooably  produce  in  the  colonial 
system. 

These  are,  I  believe,  the  principal  matters  for  the 
discussion  of  the  allied  si.vereigns;  others  of  a  se- 
condary natvire  are  more  uncertain.  A  charge  iV 
affaires  of  the  independents  of  South  Americi  hna 
already  reached  Aix  la  Chapellt:.  An  xuibassador 
of  ;he  ancient  king  of  Spain,  Charles  IV.,  a  deputy 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  several  emissaries  of  the 
auihors  of  the  Secret  J\'oie,  are  also  said  to  have  ar 
rivc('.  there  Mr.  Baring,  whose  financial  arrange- 
ments have  contributed  so  efficaciously  to  the  libera- 
(ion  of  France,  was  ho;;ored  by  an  express  invita- 
tion from  the  allied  sovereigns.  M.  Agout,  the 
first  secretary  of  the  French  embassy  at  the  court 
of  .Madrid,  accompanies  the  Due  de  Richelieu; 
which  cvnfirs^s  the  general  opinion  that  the  con 
gress  will  examine  into  the  hft.iiis  of  Spain,  althougi: 
several  journals  have  i-dvanced  that  the  high  pow- 
ers  have  declined  exercising  the  mediation  pro- 


posed. Madame  de  VitroUes  ought  likewise  to  be 
included  among  the  number  of  distinguished  per- 
sons who  consider  their  presence  ns  indi-pensable 
at  Aix-laChapelle.  JjU  Chrovicjue  Secrete  announ- 
ces tl.at  this  laly  had  sent  bef.re  her  a  trunk  full  of 
magnificent  robes  and  of  her  cosliest  diamonds. 
The  ostensible  purport  of  her  j  >urney  is,  to  make 
reclamations  on  the  princip^dity  of  Balm. 

SOUTH  ASir.niCA. 

Accounts  by  way  of  Trinidad,  announce  the  de- 
tection of  a  goad  royiil  Spaniard  who  murdered  two 
British  otrtrers  on  the  Oronoco — they  were  proba- 
bly proceeding  to  join  tlie  patriots,  in  an  open 
boat,  unarmed;  met  by  this  Spaniard  who  com- 
manded a  small  felucca,  and  lii.vi!ig  tied  them,  he 
gallantly  stabbed  them  with  his  knife.  When  in- 
terrogated on  llie  matter  lie  considered  it  a  very 
trifling  circumstance,  and  had  aXmos^.  forgotten  it.  It 
was  expected  however,  that  he  would  be  executed 
for  it. 

A  court  of  vice  admiralty  is  established  at  Mar- 
garetta,  at  which  many  prizes  have  been  condemn- 
ed— General  Arisinendi  is  president  of  this  court. 
Among  its  rules,  it  is  required  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  a  vessel,  that  her  former  commander  should 
be  present.  We  have  a  statement,  however,  under 
oath,  before  a  notary  of  the  island  of  St.  Thomas, 
of  two  American  citizens,  who  having  chartered  a 
Spunish  vesselto  carry  a  cargo  (their  own  proper- 
ty) to  Cumana,  were  capturetl  by  a  pirate  under 
the  J^ag  of  Amelia  fskiiul,  commissioned  by  Aury, 
and  carried  into  M;ii-garetla,  where  vessel  and 
cargo  were  condemned  by  Arismendi,  under  cir- 
cumstances and  in  a  ma.mer,  which  (if  not  misre- 
presented) would  go  to  shew  that  famed  N-  w  Spar- 
ta cnn  only  be  regarded  as  the  head  quarters  of 
modern  piracy. 

The  island  is  in  the  best  state  of  defence — oOOO 
men  are  embodied  and  regularly  disciplined;  and 
there  is  a  plenty  of  arms,  &c. 

A  letter  from  Buenos  Ayres,  dated  in  .Tuly  last, 
informs  us  that  general  San  Martin  was  about  set- 
ting out  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  viceroy  of  Peru.  May 
success  attend  him.    Belgrano  is  to  co-operate. 


South -American  AJfairs. 

DOCUMENTS 

Itefinrd  to  in  the  f  reaideiit'' s  Message,  at  the  cuii:.- 
mencemait  of  the  second  session  of  the  Fiftcenili  Con- 


gress. 

MB. 


HODNEY    TO   THE    SECUiriAllT   OF    STATE. 

Washington,  5th  Nov.  1818. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  here- 
with enclosed,  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  iL-.  Gra- 
ham, who,  on  reflection,  preferred  submitting  some 
additional  remarks  in  a  separate  paper.  For  this 
purpose,  two  of  the  Documents  referred  to  in  the 
report,  remain  in  his  possession — Dr.  Fune's  outlines 
of  events  in  the  United  Provinces,  since  tlie  revolu- 
tion, and  the  manifesto  of  hidepeudenceby  the  Con- 
gress at  Tucunian. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  RODNEY. 
Hon.  Joiix  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mn.  kohnet  to  the  secuetaiit  of  state. 
SIR:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration my  report  on  the  subject  of  the  late  mis- 
sion to  South  America,  embracing  the  information 
derived  from  the  various  sources  within  my  ]50Wer, 
so  far  as  1  h.d  an  opportunity  of  improving  tiie  ad- 
vantages possessed. 
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With  the  history  of  the  conquest  of  the  Spanish 
possessions  in  America,  you  must  be  familiar.  They 
were  principally,  if  not  exclusively,  achieved  by 
private  adventurers.  When  completed,  a  most  op- 
pressive system  of  g-overnment,  or  rather  despot- 
ism, was  established  by  the  parent  country. 

These  extensive  regions  were  orig-inaUy  swayed 
by  two  vice-roys.  The  dominions  of  Spain,  in  North 
America,  were  under  the  government  of  the  vice- 
roy of  Mexico,  and  all  her  possessions  in  South  A- 
mcrica  were  subject  to  the  control  of  tlie  vice-roy  of 
Peru. 

The  remoteness  of  some  parts  of  the  country  from 
the  residence  of  the  vice-roy  at  Lima  occasioned, 
in  1718,  the  establishment  of  another  vice-royaltv  at 
Santa  Fe"  de  Rogota.in  the  kingdom  of  New  Grena- 
da.  In  1731,  New  Grenada  w;is  divided,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  Provinces  composing  that  kingilom  were 
separated  from  it.  Tlu-se  were  put  under  the  ju- 
risdiction of  a  captain  general  and  president,  whose 
seat  of  government  was  at  Caraccas. 

In  1568,  Chili  was  erected  into  a  separate  captain 
generalship;  in  1778,  a  new  vice-royalty  wasestab- 
lishedat  Buenos  Ayres,  comprehending  all  the  Spa- 
nish possessions  to  the  east  of  the  Western  Cordille- 
ras, and  to  the  south  of  the  river  Maranon. 

This  immense  empire  seems,  according  t®  tlie 
laws  of  the  Indies,  to  have  been  considered  a  dis- 
tinct kingdom  of  itself,  though  united  to  Spain,  and 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  Castile.  In  this  light  it  is 
viewed  by  Baron  Humboldt,  in  his  essay  on  New 
Spain. 

With  .some  slight  shades  of  difference  in  the  regxi- 
lations  established  in  these  governments,  the  pro- 
minent features  of  their  political  institutions  exhi- 
bit a  striking  resemblance,  as  the  general  system  was 
the  same. 

Their  commerce  wasconfmedtothe  parent  coun- 
try, and  to  Spanish  vessels  exclusively.  They  were 
prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of  death,  to  trade  with 
foreigners.  The  natives  of  ol(,l  Spain  composed  the 
body  of  their  merchants.  Though  this  part  of  the 
system  had,  previously  to  the  revolution,  been  re- 
laxed, in  some  degree,  particularly  by  the  statute 
of  free  commerce,  as  it  is  styled,  the  relief  was  par- 
tial, and  the  restrictions  continued  severe  and  op- 
pressive. 

All  .acce=s  to  the  Spanish  settlements  was  closed 
to  foreigi^ers,  and  even  the  inhabitants  of  different 
provinces  were  prohiijited  from  intercourse  with 
one  another,  luiless  under  the  strictest  regulations. 

The  various  manufactures,  that  might"  interfere 
with  those  of  Spain,  wore  not  permitted.  They 
were  prevented,  under  severe  penalties,  from  rais- 
ing flax,  hemp,  or  saffron.  In  climates  most  conge- 
nial to  them,  the  culture  of  the  grape  and  the  olive 
was  prohibited.  On  account  of  the  distance  of  Pe- 
ru and  Chili,  and  the  difliculty  of  transporting  oil 
and  wine  to  these  remote  regions,  they  were  per- 
mitted to  plant  vines  and  ohves,  but  were  prohibit- 
ed the  cilturc  of  tobacco.  At  Buenos  \vrcs,  by 
special  indulgence  of  the  vice-roys,  they  were  allow- 
ed to  cultivate  grapes  and  olives,  merely  for  the  i»se 
of  the  tiible. 

They  were  compelled  to  procure  from  the  moth- 
er  country  articles  of  the  first  necessity  :  and  were 
thus  rendered  dependant  on  her  for  tlie  convenien- 
cies  of  life,  as  well  as  luxuries.  The  crown  jiosscss- 
ed  the  monopoly  of  tobacco,  salt  and  gunpowder. 

To  tliese  oppressive  regulations  and  restrictions 
was  added  an  odious  system  of  taxation.  From  the 
Indians  was  exacted  a'trlbute  in  the  shape  of  a  poll 
tax,  or  a  certain  servitude  in  the  mines,  called  the 
mita.  A  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  cultivated 
.ands  was  taken,  under  the  denomination  of  titlics. 


The  alcavala,  a  tax  varying  from  two  and  a  half  to 
five  percent,  on  every  sa^e  and  reside  of  all  things 
moveable  and  immoveable,  was  rigidly  exacted, 
though,  in  some  cases,  a  commutation  was  allowed. 
lloyal  and  municipal  duties  were  laid  on  impo-ts  ar.d 
on  tonnage,  entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels,  un- 
der the  different  ap])cllations  of  almoxarlfasgo,  sea, 
alcavalla,  cerso,  consulado,  armada  and  arn;aciilla. — 
To  these  may  be  added  the  royal  fii'ths  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  the  most  important  tax  in  the  mining 
districts.  Besides  all  these,  there  were  stamp  tax- 
es, tavern  licenses,  and  sums  paid  for  the  sale  of  of- 
fices, of  titles  of  nobility,  papal  b<ills,  tlie  composi- 
tion and  confirmation  oflands,  with  a  number  of  o- 
thers  of  an  inferior  grade. 

Under  the  Spanish  monarchs,  who  had  early  ob- 
tained from  the  pope  the  ecclesiasticrd  donynion, 
and  thus  had  united  in  their  ro3'a1  persons  all  civil 
and  rehgious  auihority,  a  most  oppressive  hierar- 
chy was  established,  with  its  nimierous  train  of  of-  ■ 
fires  and  orders,  succeeded  by  the  inquisition. 

The  posts  of  honor  and  profit,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  wei-e  filled  almost  exclusively  by  native.? 
of  old  Spain. 

The  principal  code  of  law,  thus  maintaining  the 
supremacy  of  Spain  over  those  distant  regions,  al- 
most locked  up  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  ema- 
nated  from  the  council  of  the  Indies  estaldished  by 
the  king,  in  which  he  v  us  supposed  to  be  alway.s 
present.  The  royal  rescripts,  the  recopitationesof 
the  Indies,  and  the  partidas,  furnished  the  general 
rules  of  decision  ;  and  Vvhen  these  were  silent  or 
doubtful,  recourse  was  had  to  the  opinions  of  pro- 
fessional men. 

This  .system  was  generally  executed  by  the  vice- 
roys, captains  general,  and  by  the  tribunals  of  jus- 
tice, with  a  spirit  con'esponding  with  the  rigorou.? 
policy  tliat  produc  d  it.  To  this  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  country  had  for  centuries  submitted  v/ith 
implicit  obedience,  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tiiuied  to  submit  much  longer,  but  for  events  in  this 
coimtry,  and  the  chang'es  in  Europe.  The  sagacious 
min<ls  of  many  able  writers,  penetrating  into  the  fu- 
ture, had  predicated,  at  some  distant  date,  a  revolu- 
tion in  South  America,  before  that  in  North  Ameri- 
ca had  ccTmmenced.  From  the  period  of  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  oiu*  own  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, that  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  south  has 
been  with  more  confidence  foretold ;  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  it  has  been  hastened  by  this  for- 
tunate event.  The  conduct  of  Spain,  during  the 
war  of  our  revolution,  was  calculated  to  make  a 
lasting  impiession  on  her  colonies.  This  result  was 
then  foreseen  by  intelfigent  -politicians :  many  were 
stu'prized'liat  she  coidd  be  so  blind  to  her  own  in- 
terests, after  she  had.  on  one  occasion,  manifested 
the  strongest  suspicion  of  Paraguay ;  for  to  her  scru- 
pulous jealousy  of  this  power  the  expulsion  of  the 
Jesuits  from  that  country,  in  17jQ,  Is  to  be  attribut- 
ed. 

The  wars  that  arose  from  the  French  revolution, 
have  produced  in  Einope  changes  of  the  greatest 
magnitude,  which  have  had  an  immense  influence 
on  the  alfairs  of  South  America.  Wiien  Spain  join- 
ed France  against  the  combined  pripceSj  she  expos- 
ed her  distant  poss  'jsioiis  to  ih-itishhostihties  The 
great  na-.al  power  of  F.nglandgaveher  ready  access 
to  the  American  colonies  Ijugag'ed  in  aii  arduous 
contest,  she  was  prompted,  by  her  feeiii^cs  and  in- 
terest, to  retaliate  on  Spain  the  conduct  she  experi- 
enced from  herdurlngthe  war  ofoiir  indepcncoiice.' 
F.ncouraged,  perhaps,  by  the  counsels  of  her  ene- 
mies, the  tir.st  snnptoms  of  insiu-rection,  in  the  con-, 
tincntai  possessions  of  Spain  '.vere  cx!iibited  in  tlie  . 
year  1797,  in  "\'ei\t/iK-U,      These  were  succeede:! 
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l)v  tlic  attempts  of  Miranda  in  the  same  quarter, 
vhicli  were  acconipanied,  or  were  followed,  sinee 
the  vascillatinjjc  state  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  by 
revoUitioiKiry  movements  in  Mexico,  Grenada,  Peru, 
Clii!!,  and  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and  from  which  scarcely 
imy  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  America  lias 
been  entirely  exempt. 

T!ie  occurrences  that,  led  the  way  to  the  siibse- 
<|itent  important  events  in  the  provinces  of  La  Pla- 
ta, were  the  invasion  of  the  'British,  under  Popham 
and  Revesford,  inthe  year  1806,  and  their  expulsion, 
a.  few  mmths  afterwards,  by  the  collected  forces  of 
tlie  countrv  under  Leniers  and  Pueyrredon.  These 
incidents  fortunately  gave  to  the  people  a  just  idea 
r,f  their  own  strength  ;  and  they  afterwards  repell- 
c(l,  with  a  firmness  and  bravery  that  did  them  great 
honor,  the  formidable  attack  of  the  British  under 
tien.   Whitlocke. 

The  wretched  state  to  which  Spain  wns  reduced, 
T'V  the  ])ol!c\-,  tlic  power,  and  the  arts  of  Napoleon, 
the  reaii^nation  of  Charles  the  41h  in  favor  of  Ferdi- 
iit'"r.I  the  rth.and  the  rennnciation  of  both  in  favor 
ofNapoleon.  were  productive  of  the  most  important 
results.     They  threw  the  kingdom  into  the  greatest 
confusion.     The  alternate  successes  and  disasters  of 
1,he  French  armies  produced  a  new  era  in  Spain. — 
The  people,  generally,  revolted  at  tlic  idea  of  being 
governed  by  the  brother  of  Napoleon,  to  whom  he 
had  transfcri'ed  the  crown.  Juntas  \vi;re  established 
who  acted  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand,  thenconiined 
jn  France.     These  were  substitvited  for  the  ancient 
(Jortes,  and  the   rcgidar  council  of  the  nation,  to 
vhich,  in  times  of  imminent  dan.ger,  they  oug-ht  to 
}iave  recurred  agreeably  to  their  usag-es.     Conflict- 
ing a;i*.1ioritioa  produced  a  distracted  state  of  arTairs. 
Jn  the  scenes  tliat  ensued,  the  proper  attention  was 
not  paid  to  tlie  American  providots.  'I'heir  conduct 
towards  them  was  vei-satile  and   inconsistant  ;   they 
verc  lost  sight  ofor  neglected,  until  it  was  too  late. 
Conceiving  they  were  abandoned  by  the   parent 
state,  they  thought  it  justifiable  to   act  for  them- 
selves.    It  was  not  very  long  before  the  inhabitants 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  embracing  the  example  of  their 
brethren  in  Spain,  estul)lished  a  junta,  wliich  assum- 
ed the   reigns  of  government,    and  finally,   in   the 
vear  1810,  sent  oil"  tlie  vice  roy   Cisneros,  and  his 
principal  adhe  rents.     For  a  summary  of  events  sub- 
fieqvient  to  this  ]ienod,  until  the  time  of  my  dep:ir- 
ture.  i  Ijeg  leave  to  refer  to  the  outline  subjoined, 
(.-Vppendix  A)  from  the  ])enofl)r.  Funes,  drawn 
Tip,  in  part,  at  my  request.     Without  vouchingfor 
Ihe  perfect  accuracy  of  the  Avork,  1  think,  from  the 
i afonnation received,  it  v.ill  probably  be  found   to 
contain,  in  general,  a  correct  and   impartial   sketch 
of  the  prominent  transactions  and  occurences. 
In  pcnisinp,-  this  intei'estiuE;  document,  1  have  tola- 
ji^.ent,  that  its  pag'es  are  marked  with  some  cases  of 
?  everity  and  cruelty,  which  seen  almost  inseparii- 
l-ie  from  ^Teat  revolutions.     It  must  hov.-ever  be 
f  onsolin.g  io  observe,  that  they  appear  to  have  pass- 
ed throiigli  the    state,  which   might  possibly  have 
TCU'lered  examples  necessary,  and  to  have  arrived, 
perhap.-.,  at  the  .stage,  Mlien  the  passions  becoming 
less  turbulent,  and   the  people  more  enhghteiied, 
a  mddi-T  systeni  n->ay  be  expected  to  prevail. 

Their  dissentions  have  produced  most  of  their  ca- 
lamities. In  such  seasons  they  \\(\-c  naturally  tobe 
expected.  But  their  disputeshave  been  principally 
heu.le;l,  by  the  pmdent  and  energetic  measures  of 
the  Congress,  which  commenced  its  sittings  'I'ucii- 
nian  in  the  vear  Vil5,  and  adjourned  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres,  wher?  it  re- 
jiiained  in  ses;.ion,  occupied  with  the  task  of  form- 
ing a  parmanent  constitution.  This  respectable 
Body,  besides  actijig  as  a  convention,  or  a  constitu- 


ent assembly,  exercises  temporarily  legislative  pow- 
ers. Their  sittings  are  public,  with  a  gallery  of  au- 
dience, for  citizens  and  strangers.  The  debates  are 
friHiuently  interesting,  and  are  conducted  with  a- 
bility  and  decorum ;  they  are  published  every  month 
for  the  information  of  tlie  people. 

The  dispute  with  Art'gas,  the  cluefof  the  Orien- 
tals, has  not  been  adjusted.  This,  with  a  certain 
jealousy  of  the  superior  influence  of  the  city  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres  on  the  general  alTairs  of  the  provinces; 
the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
towards  tlie  Portuguese,  and  the  high  tariff  of  du- 
ties which  1  understand  have  been  since  reduced, 
appeared  to  constitute  the  principal  causes  of  dis. 
satisfaction  at  the  time  of  my  departure. 

The  declaration  by  Congi-ese  of  that  indepen- 
dence, which  they  had  for  many  years  previously 
maintained  in  fact,  was  a  measure  of  the  highest 
importance,  and  has  been  protluctive  of  an  unanim- 
ity and  a  decision  before  unknown.  This  summit 
of  their  wishes,  was  only  to  be  reached  by  slow  and 
gradual  progress.  The  public  mind  had  to  be  illu- 
minated on  the  subject  by  their  pulpits,  their  press- 
es, and  their  public  orations  Tlie  people  were  to 
be  prepared  for  the  event.  "When  the  season  arri- 
ved, they  cut  the  knot  which  could  not  be  untied. — 
The  declai-ation  of  independence  was  adopted  in 
the  directorship  of  Mr.  Pueyrredon,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  .luly,  1816.  It  was  succeeded  by  an  able  ex- 
position of  the  causes  that  extorted  it,  to  justify,  to 
their  fello-w-citizens  and  U)  the  world,  the  measure 
they  had  deliberately  voted  to  support  witli  their 
fortunes  .and  their  lii  es. 

Believing  the  latter  paper  might  be  thought  wor- 
thy of  perusal;  a  translation  has  been  .annexed  (ap- 
pendix B.) 

'i'he  salutary  influence  of  this  bold  and  decisive 
steji,  was  at  once  feit  throughout  the  country.  It 
gu\  e  new  life  and  strength  to  the  patriotic  cause, 
and  stability  to  the  government.  The  victories  of 
Chacabueo  and  Maipu,  achieved  by  the  armsof  Chili 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  have  produced  and  confirmed  u 
similar  declaration  of  independence  by  the  people 
of  Chili,  which  is  also  annexed,  (Appendix  C)  and 
cemented  the  cordial  union,  existing  between  the 
confederate  states.  The  consequence  has  been,  that, 
within  these  extensive  territories,  there  is  scarcelv 
the  vestige  of  a  royal  t'jmy  to  be  found,  except  on 
the  borders  of  Peru. 

Having  thus,  in  connection  with  the  succinct  ac- 
count given  l)y  Dr.  Funes,  traced  the  principal  e- 
vents,  since  the  revolution  in  lluenos  Ayres,  I  shall 
proceed  to  the  result  ofthe  information  received,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  oj)inion  I  could  form  of  the  ex- 
tent, population,  government  resources  ofthe  Uni- 
ted provinces,  with  their  productions,  imports  and. 
exports,  trade  and  comnierce. 

The  late  vice  royalty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  of  Mhich 
that  city  was  the  metropolis,  was  by  many  consider- 
ed the  largest,  as  well  as  the  most  valuable  of  aU  the 
Spanisli  dominions  in  South  America,  extending  in 
a  direct  line,  from  its  noi-tli  to  its  south  boundniy,  a, 
di.stanee  of)nore  th.antwo  thousand  miles;  and  from 
its  eastern  to  its  western,  not  less  than  eleven  hun. 
dred. 

It  was  composed,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution,  ofthe  nine  provinces,  or  indendencies 
following  Buenos  Ayres,  Parag-uay,  Cordova,  Salta, 
Potosi,  J. a  Flata,  Choehal^amba,  La  Paz,  .and  Puno. 

AVatered  by  the  gTcat  river  La  Plata  and  its  nu- 
merous tributary  streams,  which  afford  an  easy  com- 
munication with  countries  of  an  immense  extent,  and 
furnish  an  ea.sy  access  to  the  treasures  of  South  4- 
merica,  it  has  always  been  regarded  by  Spain,  as 
gne  of  her  most  precious  accjidsitions.    Enjoying 
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every  variety  of  climate  to  be  found  in  different 
and  distant  latidudes,  and  blessed  with  a  large  ])nr- 
tion  of  fertile  soil,  it  is  capable  of  producing  all  that 
is  to  be  found  in  tlie  temperate  or  torrid  zones.   Ini- 
.  men-.e  herds  of  cattle  and  iiorses   graze  on  its   ex- 
tensive plain,and  constitute  at  this  time  their  princi- 
pal sources  of  wealth.     The  mines  of  Potosi  are  al- 
so included  v/ithin  its  bound;u'ies.      There  are   no 
woods  for  averj'  considerable  distance  from  Buenos 
Ayres.     No  forest  trees  are  to  be  seen  on  the  wide- 
ly extendedpampasjcxceptat  intervals  a  solitary  urn- 
boo.     After  passing  the  Saladildo,  in  a  notherly  di- 
rection,  tlie  woods  begin,  and,  proceeding  in  the 
upper  provinces,  the  hills  appear,  and  mountains 
rise  in  succession,  interspersed  with  vallies.  On  the 
east  side  of  the  rivers  La  Plata  and  Parana,  the 
country  is  said  to  be  very  fine.     The  Entre  Rios,  is 
represented  as  capable  of  being  made  a  garden  spot; 
and  the  Banda  Oriental  presents  hills  and  dales, rich 
bottoms,  fine  streams  of  water,  and  at  a  distance 
from  the  great  river,  on  tlie  banks  of  the  smaller 
streams,  some  excellent  woodland.     Between  the 
Maldonada  and  Monte  Video,  the  east  ridge  of  the 
Cordilleras  terminates  on  the  river  La  Plata. 

Since  the  revolution,  five  more  provinces  have 
been  erected,  making  in  all  fourteen  within  the 
limits  of  the  ancient  vice  royalty,  viz.  Tucuman,ta- 
kei\  from  Salta;  Mendoza  or  Cuyo,  taken  from  Cor- 
dova ;  Corrientes,  Entre  Rios,  comprised  the  coun- 
try between  Uruguay,  and  the  Parana,  and  the  Ban- 
da  Oriental,  or  eastern  shore  of  the  river  La  Platxi. 
The  two  last  were  taken  from  the  province  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  which  was  thus  reduced  to  the  territo- 
ry on  the  soutli  side  of  that  river.  The  subordinate 
divisions  of  tlie  country,  with  the  principal  towns, 
will  be  found  in  the  ajipendix  to  tliis  report,  with 
an  account  of  the  produce,  or  manufactiu-cs  of  the 
different  districts.     Appendix  D. 

Oi'tlie  fourteen  provinces  into  which  the  ancient 
vice  royalty  is  now  divided,  five  were,  at  my  depart- 
ure, iirincipally  occupied  by  the  royal  forces,  (which 
in  consequence  of  the  victory  of  Maipu,  were  ex- 
pected soon  to  retreat  to  Lower  Peru,)  or  partially 
under  their  influence,  viz.  Potosi,  La  Plati,  Cociia- 
bamlja,  La  Paz,  and  Puno ;  and  the  nine  following, 
independent  (ftf/ucio  of  Spain,  were  in  the  poses- 
sion  of  the  Patriots,  viz.  Buenos  Ayres,  Paraguay 
Mendoza,  Salta,  Coriientes,  Enti-e  Rios,  and  Banda 
Oriental.  But  Paraguay  and  the  city  of  Santa  Fee 
act  independent  of  Buenos  Ayre.s,  though  Para- 
guay is  i\oton  unfriendly  terms  vvitli  them,  and  it  is 
hoped  by  some  will  before  long  join  the  union.  En- 
tre Rios  and  the  Banda  (Jrieiital,  under  general  Ar- 
tigas  in  the  character  of  cliief  of  the  r)rientals,  are 
in  a  state  of  hostility  witli  Buenos  A}Tes. 

Monte  Video,  the  mpital  of  the  Eastern  shore, 
was  occupied  by  a  Portuguese  army,  and  a  scjuad- 
ron  of  shijjs  of  war  from  Brazil  blockaded  the  ports 
ofColouiaand  Maldonado,  and  prohibited  the  en- 
trance of  neutral  vessels,  unless  tlie)  ])aid  them  the 
same  duties  on  tlieir  cargoes,  that  they  were  cliar,.^- 
ed  on  the  importation  of  the  goods  whenlar.dedin 
this  country. 

The  territory  of  the  United  Provinces  is  compu- 
ted to  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square 
leagues,  tliough  it  probably  exceeds  that  cjuantity. 
I'he  lands  occupied  in  the  country,  remote  from  the 
cities,  are  generally  converted  by  their  owners,  in- 
to estanias,  or  large  grazing  farms  for  cattle,  and 
(Jiacras  for  growing  grain.  The  small  farms,  or 
quintus,  in  the  neighborhood  of  cities,  are  in  fine  or- 
der. Those  around  Buenos  Ayres,  which  furnish 
their  market  witli  an  ample  supply  of  fruit  and  \e- 


The  population,  exclusive  of  the  Indians,  is  nov/ 
calcidatedat  about  one  million  three  hundred  tiiou- 
sand  :  but,  adding  the  civilized  Indians  only,  who 
are  of  great  importance,  it  would  in  all  probabdity 
exceed  two  millions. 

The  whole  population  consists  of  natives  of  Old 
Spain,  and  tiielr  descendents  born  in  tlic  counti-y,^ 
or,  as  they  style  themselves,  Sout!v  Aniericans;  ct 
Indians  civilized,  or  unreclaimed,  with  dificrent 
"casts,"  ormixedblood;  of  Africans,  and  their  dc- 


getubles, 
culture, 


.rcj  by  ii-rig'atioiij  in  ti%i  higlicbt  state  Oi 


scendants  or  negroes  ajid  mulattoes 

I  could  not  ascertain,  witii  satisfaction,  the  popxi- 
lation  of  the  different  provinces:  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tho'usand.whilst  the  population  of  Entre  Rios 
and  Banda  Oriental  is  computed  at  fifty  thousand. 

The  city  of  Buenos  A3Tes  contains  a  population 
of  sixty  thousand.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  ap- 
pear to  be  amiable,and  an  interesting  people.  They 
are  considered  brave  and  humane  ;  possessing  in- 
telligence, capable  of  great  exertions  and  perseve- 
rance, and  manifesting  a  cheerful  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  freedom  and  independence. 

There  is  also  a  certain  mediocrity  and  equnlity  of 
fortune  prevailing  among-  them,  extremely  favorable 
to  a  union  of  the  popular  jcntiment  in  supjiort  of 
tlie  common  weai.  Many  industrious  mechamcs, 
and  enterprising  mcrcliants,are,  however,  increa.s- 
ing  their  estates,  and  adding  to  the  stock  of  capital 
in  the  countr}'. 

The  people  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  re- 
siding ovitof  the  city,  are,  generally  speaking,  jioor, 
and  rather  indolent :  though  a  hardy  race,  and  when 
excited  to  action,  they  bec(*me  zealous  defenders 
of  the  libeilies  of  their  country.  'I'hcy  are  capable 
of  great  improvement,  and,  under  the  influence  of 
a  good  example,  when  a  change  takes  place  in  their 
habits  and  manner  of  living,  tliey  bid  lair  to  become 
useful  and  industrious  citizens. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cordova  are  said  to  be  moi'e 
superstitious,  and  more  industrious,  but  iess])atrio- 
tlc.  This  is  principally  attributed  to  tlie  loss  of  the 
trade  with  Peru,  occasioned  by  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Tucuman,  I  was  infomied,  possessed  an  excellent 
population. 

"^"he  people  of  Mendoza,  or  Cuyo,  arc  moi-al,  in- 
duatrious  and  patriotic.  They  have  sacrificed  large  - 
ly  ftt  the  slu'ine  of  independence,  supporting  with 
zeal  and  confidence,  the  cause  of  their  country  ; 
whilst  the  citizens  of  Santa  Fee  are  represented,  as 
immoral  andinsubordin.ate,  andnianifesting,oii  nuist 
occasions,  an  extreme  jealousy  of  tlieir  neighbors. 

The  population  of  Eatre  Rios  anil  Banda  Oriental 
is  perhaps  not  inferior  hi  valor  to  that  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  Nor  is  it  deficient  in  militai-v'  skill,  pui-t;cu- 
larly  in  carrying  on  a  partizan  warfare,  for  which  its 
troops  are  admirably  adapted.  Their  otiur  g;;od 
qualities  iiavc  been  probably  somev.hat  impaired  bv 
the  system  pvirsued  in  that  quarter,  where  tlK^  h;',\e 
been  c(<mpelled  to  give  up  every  thing  like  civil  ;,- 
vocations  and  toeoivinue  without  any  regular  kind 
of  government,  imder  the  absolute  controid  of  a 
chief,  who,  v.hatever  may  be  his  political  prinei- 
ples,  or  professions,  in  practice  concenti*ates  all 
power,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive,  in  hin.  • 
self. 

The  general  congress  of  the  United  Pi-ovijicc.*,, 
assembled  at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
of  1817,  established,  by  a  provisional  litidute,  a  tem- 
porary form  of  government,  whicli  will  be  fountl  in 
Appendix  marked  E. 

This  congress  is  comprised  of  dejiuties  fioni  tiie 
different  provinces.  It  actually  consists  of  twenty- 
si.\  munib'-iS.    But,  as  z  reprcseutativv  is  allo\ve4 


Sflii 


NII.ES'  REGISTER— NOVf-:MBER  28,  1818— JfOUTII-AMERICA. 


for  every  fifteen  thousand  citizens,  it  would  be  nu- 
merous, if  all  tlie  provinces  had  sent  delegates  in 
that  ratio  of  population. 

With  some  conceptions,  and  particularly  of  that 
palarliuni  of  our  rig'lits,  which  is  unknown  to  the  ci- 
vil lav/,  the  trial  by  jury,  the  provisional  constitution 
will  be  foun  ',  on  an  attentive  perusal,  to  contain  a 
distinct  recoi^'iiition  of  many  of  the  vital  principles 
of  free  government.  A  church  estabhshmeut  also, 
that  of  tlie  catholic  faith,  is  contrary  to  our  ideas  of 
religious  freedom ;  thoug'h  a  measure,  adopted  from 
neccssit}-,  perhaps,  by  them. 

It  declares,  that  ail  power,  legislative,  judicial.and 
executive,  resides  in  the  nation.  The  congress  are 
to  be  chosen  by  ekcters;  who  are  to  be  voted  for 
by  the  people  in  the  primary  assemblies  The  ca- 
bjldos,  or  municipalities,  are  to  be  elected  immedi- 
ately by  the  c'tizens.  It  recognizes  the  indepeur 
dencc  of  the  judiciary,  and  declares  the  tenure  of 
njfljce,  with  respect  to  tlie  superior  judges,  to  be 
during  good  behavior.  It  provides  for  tlie  election 
of  a  chief  magistrate  by  congress,  removable  vhen 
they  choose  to  appoint  a  successor,  and  responsi- 
ble forthe  execution  of  the  dutiec- of  his  ofRcc, 
which  are  defincfl  and  limited.  In  tlie  oath  of  office, 
he  is  sworn  to  preserve  the  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  country. 

The  three  great  departments  of  state,  of  the 
treasury,  and  of  war,  are  distinctly  marked  out,  and 
iheir  respective  powers  and  duties  assigned. 

On  some  subjects  it  enters  more  into  detail  than  is 
usual  with  us,  particularly  in  those  of  their  army, 
jiavy,  and  mihtia.  But  tliis,  perhaps,  in  their  situa- 
tion, \vas  necessary- 
It  provides  that  no  citizen  shall  accept  a  title  of 
■p.pbility,without  forfeiting  the  character  of  citizen- 
ship. 

It  provides,  also,  against  general  warrants,  and 
the  arrest  of  individuals,  unless  on  probable  proof 
of  guilt. 

It  contains  a  salutaiy  provision  that  a  judge,  hav- 
ing original  jurisdiction,  before  taking  cognizance 
of  the  cause,  shall  use  all  possible  means  of  recon- 
ciling the  parties.  This  constitution  is  but  tempo- 
:^-ary.  The  Congress  are  engaged  in  the  task  of 
jbrming  a  permanent  one.  In  the  meantime,  no  al- 
ternation can  be  made  in  the  present,  unless  with  tlie 
ponsent  of  two  tljirtls  of  the  members.  In  this  man- 
ner some  alterations  have  been  adopted. 

The  subject  qf  a  permanent  constitution  was  be- 
fore a  comniittee  of  sixteen  members  of  Congress. 
There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  prevailing  among 
them,  on  the  poiutof  a  confedei-ated  or  a  cpnsohda- 
ted  government.  If  they  should  adopt  the  former, 
they  vi'il)  frame  the  constitution,  in  all  probability, 
nearly  after  the  model  of  that  of  tlie  United  States. 
Should  they  decide  on  the  latter,  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble they  will  incorporate  the  leading  features  of  our 
system  into  tlieir  form  of  government.  'J'hey  seem 
to  concur  in  the  proposition  to  have  a  chief  magis- 
trate elected  for  a  tei-m  of  years,  and  a  represoita- 
tive  legislature,  to  consist  of  two  branches.  A  Se- 
riate, to  constitute  the  most  permanent  body,  and  a 
House  of  Represcnttitives,  whose  term  of  service 
shall  be  of  shorter  duration. 

]Pevhaps  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  delay  the 
completion  of  this  all-important  tusk,  after  the  ex- 
an.ipleof  the  United  States,  until  a  period  of  peace, 
i'heir  present  provisional  statute  isatiiniprovement 
on  those  v/hicli  preceded  it ;  and  we  may  expect 
their  proposed  constitutions  will  be  still  more  per- 
fect, as  they  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  tliose 
principles  PU  wliich  repubhcan  governments  are 
j.'onslituti'd. 
.'   But,  hov.-ever  free  in  theory  this  provisional  sta- 


tute may  be,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  unless  ad- 
ministered agreeably  to  its  letter  and  spirit,  it  will 
not  afford  security  to  the  citizen  W'hether  any  in, 
fractions  have  occurred  since  tlie  date  of  its  exist- 
ence, 1  cannot  pretend  to  determine,  not  being  in 
full  possession  of  tlie  facts. 

AVlien  we  recollect  that  they  have  the  benefit  of 
our  example,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  th^u 
they  M'ill,  in  general,  adhere  to  their  written  con- 
stitution. Tliey  have  also  the  fatal  result  of  the 
French  revolution,  w.;u'ning  them  of  the  dangers  of 
its  excesses,  of  whicii  they  appear  to  be  sensible. 

Tiie  productions  and  the  m:inui;ictures  of  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  D  ;  but 
[  was  imable  to  [irocure  anv  satisfactory  estimates  . 
of  tlie  probable  value  or  amoiip.t  in  each  province. 
There  is,  however,  a  considerable  internal  trade 
carried  on  in  the  interchang'e  of  various  articles  be- 
tween the  several  provinces;  cuttle,  horses  and 
mules,  furnish  aconsideral>le  source  of  barter ;  with 
the  latter,  Peru  is  usually  supjjlied;  the  Paragua}' 
tea  is  a  great  article  of  trade  throughout  tiie  coun- 
try. The  bivndy,  wine,  raisins  and  figs  of  Mencloza 
and  San  .hian,  are  becoming  important :  the  hides  of 
oxen,  the  skins  of  the  vaccina  and  granaco,  with  a 
number  of  fine  ftu's,  afiord  valual)le  articles  of  ex- 
cliange.  These,  with  the  foreign  goods  transported 
in  every  direction  from  Buenos  A\res,  very  I'eadily, 
by  oxen  and  mtdes,  which  also  furnisii  the  means  of 
carrying  their  native  productions  to  their  sea-ports, 
form  a  brancli  of  trade  of  gi-eat  magriitude,  ponsider- 
ingthe  population  of  the  countiy. 

Their  exports  are  calculated,  with  some  degree 
of  accurac)^,  at  ten  millions  of  dollars.  These  con.- 
sist,  j>rincipally,  of  ox  hides,  jerk  beef,  and  tallow, 
the  jjresent  g'reat  staples  of  the  country.  A  variety 
of  furs  and  peltries,  some  grain,  cojjpcr,  mosti)' 
brought  from  Chili,  with  gold  and  silver  in  bullion 
and  in  coin,  chiefly  from  the  mines  of  Potosi. 

Tiie  iniports  are  corajjuted  to  be  a!)out  equal  to 
their  exports.  Pritish-inanufactures  form  the  prin- 
cipa!  muss,  and  tjiey  are  to  be  had  in  great  ahuiir 
dance,  'fhey  consist  of  woolen  and  cotton  goods  of 
every  description,  some  of  them  wrought  to  imitate 
the  m;mufactures  of  the  country;  ironmongery,  cut- 
lery, hardware,  saddlery,  huts,  porter,  ale,  and 
cheese,  are  among  the  remaining  articles. 

From  the  U.  States  they  receive  lumber  of  all 
kinds,  and  furniture  of  every  description  ;  coaches 
and  carriages  of  all  sorts,  codHsh,  mackarel,  shad, 
and  herring,  leather,  boots,  and  shoes,  powder,  and 
munitions  of  war,  andnaval  stores,  ships,  and  vessels, 
particularly  those  calculated  for  their  navy,  or  for 
privateers. 

From  Brazils  they  receive  sugar,  coffep,  cotton, 
and  rum. 

From  the  north  of  Europe  they  receive  steel  and 
iron;  and  from  France  a  number  of  articles  of  its 
manufucture. 

'I'hiii'  foreign  commerce  is  principally  carried  on 
by  Pii-itish  capitalists,  though  there  are  some  Ame- 
ricans, a  few  Frcncli  and  other  foreign  merchants, 
also  settled  at  Uuenos  Ayres  :  they  are  all  placed, 
[believe,  on  the  same  footing  of  equality. 

'J'he  revenue  of  the  state  may  be  estimated  at  a- 
hout  ihree  millions  of  dollars  annunliy  ;  but  their 
svslem  of  hnance  is  very  imperll-ct,  and,  altjiough 
iheir  debt  is  small,  their  credit  is  luw.  'I'liey  have 
hitiicrto  avoided  the  issuing  of  paper  money,  and 
ihey  have  establi^iiied  i»o  bunk;  but  they  have  some- 
times anticipated  their  revenue  by  giving  due  bills 
receivu(>le  in  payment  for  duties,  or  goods  imp-ort- 
cd,  or  ;ii'ticles  exported  ;  the  impost  furnislies  the 
]irinc:{)ul  part  oftlie  revenue.  A  copy  oftheir  ta- 
riff j  >is  at  first  eslablislicd,  was  sometime  since  trans- 
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■  mitted,  I  believe,  to  the  Depai-tment  of  State  :  in 
I  -this  the  duties  were  f^enerally  specific  and  high.     1 
f;  understand  they  have  been  lately  reduced,  as  their 
j^xorbitanc)'  had  occasioned  much  smuggling'. 
I      Voluntary  contributions  from  those  friendly  to  the 
t|  revol'.ition,  and  forced  loans  fi-om  the  old  Spaniards, 
li  have  constituted  another  portion  of  their  funds.  _To 
show  the  public  ca])ital  adequate  to  all    exigencies, 
their  different  civil,  militar)-,  and  naval  estal)Iish- 
■nients  have  been  taken  into  view,  and  are  compri- 
sed in  the  estimate  furnished,  a  thing  unusual  with 
us;  but  they  have  omitted  their  public  lands,  which, 
if  a  nriidcnt  \ise  be  made  of  them,  must,  at  no   dis- 
tant day,  become  a  very  productive  source  of  reve- 
nue to  the  state. 

The  mines  ofPotosi,  which,  in  all  i)robability,will 
very  soon  fall  into  their  hands  again,  may  furnish 
tlic'm  with  a  considerable  supply  of  the  precious 
metals.  It  is  stated,  on  rcspccuible  authority ,  that 
so  late  as  the  year  1790,  theamo'.intof  gold  and  sil- 
ver coined  at  Potosi  in  tluit  vear.  was  calculated  to 
have  been  g29P,846  in  gold,' and  2,983,176  in  silver. 
The  state  of  their  army,  and  the  coiidition  of 
their  navv.  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  origi- 
nal return  pr«;entcd.  (Appendix  F.*) 

T!;eirarmv  is  composed  of  regular  troops,  clvi- 
cos,  and  militia.  In  one  or  other  of  these  classes, 
they  are  educated  to  the  miltarv  art.  and  far  as  I  had 
an  opportunity,  and  was  capable  of  judging,  they 
appeared  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  elements 
of  their  profession.  Their  forces,  according  to  the 
paper  furnished,  are  estimated  at  nearly  thirty  thou- 
sand men.  They  arc  composed  of  1,296  artillejy, 
13,693  infantry,  and  14,718  cavalry  ;  of  which  12,- 
143  are  troops  of  the  line,  7,041  are  civicos,  and 
10,573  militia.  These  form  the  different  armies  of 
tlie  centre  of  Peru,  of  the  Andes,  or  Cordova,  and 
the  auxiliary- forces  in  the  Entre  Rios.  This  state, 
ment,  however,  only  includes  the  militia  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos  .\yres  itself  Their  supply  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  is  ample,  as  will  be  seen  bv 
the  statement  annexed,  on  that  subject. 

Their  navy  is  small,  and  some  of  their  vessels  arc 
laid  up  in  ordinary.      A  I'st  of  them,  as  well  as  of 

their  privateers,  will  be  found  in  Api^endix  T. 

Their  priv.ate  armed  vessels  arc  subjected  to  very- 
strict  regulations,  agreeably  to  their  prize  code, 
which  is  among  the  original  papers  presented,  and 
herewith  delivered.  It  mav  be  proper,  in  this  place, 
to  introduce  the  suf)ject  of  the  irregidar  conduct  of 
the  privateei's  under  the  ])atrlot  flag,  ag-ainst  which 
the  commissioners  were  directed  to  remonstrate. — 
Having  taken  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to  ?^!r. 
Tagle,  the  secretary  of  stale,  the  procceding-s  of  our 
government  relative  to  Amelia  Island.and  fJalvezton, 
agreeablyto  their  instructionSjthe  commissioners  em- 
braced a  suitable  occasion  to  urge  the  just  cause  of 
complain'  the  mal-practicesofprivateanned  vessels, 
wearingpat  riot  colours, had furnishedourg'overnient; 
on  both  topics,  they  had  long  and  interesting  con- 
versations. AVith  the  conduct  of  the  government 
■respecting  Amelia  Island  and  Galvczton,  Mr  Tagle 
expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied,  and  he  dis- 
claimed for  his  government  any  privity  or  participa- 
tion in  tlie  lodgments  made  at  those  places,  by  per- 
sons acting  in  the  nam.e  of  the  patriots  of  South  A- 
merica.  In  referring  to  the  acts  of  cruizers  under 
the  patriot  flags,  he  said  he  was  sensible  that  great 
irregularities  had  occurred,  though  his  government 
had  done  every  thing  in  their  povvcrto  prevent 
them,  and  were  v.illing,  ifany  instance  of  ag-gression 
were  pointed  out,  to  direct  an  enquiry  into  the  eiise  ; 
and,  if  the  facts  were  established,  to  punish  those 
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tiiat  were  concerned,  and  redress  the  injured  indi- 
vidujils.  He  professed  his  readiness  to  adopt  any 
measures  that  would  more  effectually  prevent  a  re- 
currence of  such  acts,  in  which  he  expressed  his  be- 
hef  that  the  privateers  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  rarely 
participated,  though  the  character  of  the  govern- 
ment had  suffered  from  the  conduct  of  others.  He 
stated  that  they  had,  on  one  occasion,  sent  out  some 
of  their  pubhc  vessels  to  examine  all  cruisers  wear- 
ing the  Buenos  Ayrean  flag,  to  see  that  they  were 
lawfully  commissioned,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
they  had  violated  their  instnictions. 

Amongst  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  to  which  f 
have  alluded,  the  prej)onderance  of  the  capital  has 
been  mentioned.  Its  great  weight  in  the  scale  of 
national  .affairs  is  to  be  ascribed  to  its  greater  exei. 
tions  in  tlic  national  cause.  These  are  owing  to  its 
com])arative  wealth,  and  to  its  active,  iritelligcnt, 
and  enterprising  population.  The  armies  that  have 
been  raised  in  this  city  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tiy,  with  the  .supplies  in  money  and  munitions  of 
war  di-awn  fi-om  these  sources,  have  been  truly  ex- 
traordiiiajy. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  make  an  exact  cal- 
culation, or  to  form  even  a  probable  estimate,  but 
all  .seemed  to  concede  liie  superior  merit  claimed 
on  account  of  their  exertions,  when  compared  witii 
their  WeaUh  and  po])uhitJon  :  and  it  is  not  unhkely 
that  Huenos  Ayres  has,  in  consequence,  assumed  "a 
higher  tone,  and  acquired  a  controlling  influence, 
which  she  has  sometimes  abused. 

Another  source  of  discontent  is  the  unfortunate 
dispute  between  the  Banda  Oriental  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  which  had  .also  an  influence  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  latter  towards  the  Portuguese. 

The  original  cause  of  division  may  be  traced  to  a 
jealousy,  long  subsisting  between  the  rival  cities  of 
Monte  %ideo  and  Buenos  Ayres.  This  has  become 
habitual,  and  has  extended  to  the  country.  Private 
interests  and  personal  views  have  also  increased 
their  dissentions.  Gen.  Artigas,  (who  bears  the 
character  of  cliicfofthe  Orientals,  as  has  been  alrea- 
dy stated,  and  has  also  assumed  that  of  the  Protect- 
or of  the  Entre  Rios  and  Santa  Fee)  was  originuUv, 
in  the  royal  service,  a  captain  in  tl;c  provincial  corps. 
!n  this  he  continued  for  some  time  after  the  revolu- 
tion had  comrnenced  at  Buenos  Ayres.  But,  in  the 
year  1811,  taking  offence,  as  is  said,  at  some  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Colonia,  he  aban- 
doned the  royal  cause,  and  entered  into  the  service 
of  the  patriots.  Soeariy  .as  theyear  1813,  when  act- 
ing again.st  Monte  Video,  he  became  dissatisfied  with 
Sarratea,the  commander  in  chieffrcm  Buenos  Ayres 
—On  his  removal  from  the  head  of  the  :irmy,'  he 
quarrelled  with  Gen.  Rondeau,  who,  it  was  suppos- 
ed, would  have  been  acceptable  to  him,  and  finallv 
withdrew,  before  the  siege  of  Monte  Video  w.-is  h- 
nished  under  General  Alvear.  For  this  conduct,  I'o- 
s.adas,  \\-hen  he  succeeded  to  the  government,  treat- 
ed hirn  as  a  deserter  from  the  service.  Bv  a  pro- 
clamation, he  offered  a  reward  for  his  apprehension, 
and  set  a  price  upon  his  head  ;  an  act  which  Gen. 
Artigas  never  forgot  or  forgave. 

During  the  suDsequent'directorship  of  Alvear, 
\v.-  induced  the  Catbifdo  of  Puenos  Avres  to  issue 
a  similar  proclamalion  against  general  .Vrtigas. 
WJ.en  Alvear  was  dismissed,  the  people  of  Hiienos 
Ayres  endeavored  to  atone  for  their  conduct  by 
Lnu-ning,  with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  tlit-  degrad- 
ing procianiation.  They  idso'  addres;-ed  a  concili- 
atory letter  to  the  general,  a-id  received  from  him 
B  corres'-onduig  answer.  Tiieve  were  prelimiu:);y 
toa  fiui-le.ss  altempl  at  reconcdifition,  m«ue  iiy 
the  director  ad  intcim,  tohmel  Alvares,  w!;o  s':r. 
ceeded  Alvear.     The  curr.espondence  Qn  thi^^  o.j- 
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cation  is  annexed.  (Appendix  II  )  Other  endea- 
vours to  reconcile  him  have  fail.-d,  nolwilhstand- 
iiig-  the  changes  in  the  office  of  director  at  Bueuos 
..\yre.s.  On  one  occasion,  the  proposition  was  made 
tliat  the  Kaiida  Oriental  shoidd  remain  independent 
of  Buenos  Ayre.«,  and  merely  send  deputies  to  the 
genernl  conp^ress,  to  concert  measures  against  the 
common  enemy.  On  another,  when  the  Portuguese 
srmy  was  approaching  the  frontiers  of  the  Handa 
Oriental,  an  ed'rt  was  made  by  Pueyrredon  to  re 
conclle  i»im,  and  to  unite  him  in  the  common  de- 
fence. Ample  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war,  were  offered,  and  some  furnished;  but  the  at- 
lempt  al<!0  failed. 

In  order  that  a  fuller  view  of  this  subject  may 
be  had,  I  have  subjoined  a  translated  copy  of  an 
animated  letter  from  gen.  Artigas  to  Mr.  Pueyrre- 
don. (Appendix  I )  It  js  but  justice  to  add,  that 
ffen.  Arligasis  thought,  by  persons  entitled  to  cre- 
dit, to  be  a  firm  friend  to  th^  independence  of 
the  country.  To  express  a  decided  opinion  on  this 
delicate  question  would  scarcely  be  expected  of 
m",  a-?  my  position  did  not  command  a  view  of  the 
vhole  ground.  1  had  not  the  satisfiction  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  personal  interview  with  gen.  Artigas, 
who  is,  unquesiionably,  a  man  of  rare  and  singular 
talents.  But  if  I  were  to  liaz^rd  a  conjecture,  I 
think  it  not  improbable,  that  in  this,  as  in  most 
family  dispntes,  there  have  been  faults  on  both 
sides.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  they  are  in  open 
hostility.  The  war  has  been  prosecuted  with  great 
animo.sity;  and  in  two  late  engagements,  the  troops 
of  Buenos  Ayres  have  been  defeated  with  great 
loss.  By  some  it  was  said  tlmt  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ens'ern  shore  were  anxious  tha'  a  reconc;iialion 
wmdd  take  place,  whilst  the  people  in  the  country 
preferred  t!\eir  present  state. 

I  must  not  omit  to  take  a  glance  at  the  situation 
of  Par.aguiv.  This  province  presents  a  singular 
spectsoie.  It  stands  aloof  from  the  rest.  The  peo- 
ple, with  the  aiJ  of  the  few  remaining  royal  troops, 
repulsed  an  army  sent  to  compel  them  to  join  the 
c'.mmoi  standard.  Very  soon  afterwards  they  expel- 
led the  royalists,  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Since 
this  period,  they  appear  to  have  adopted  a  partial 
sf^n-intercourse  system.  But  Buenos  Ayres,  on  one 
occasion,  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  luiderstauding 
with  them.  Some  suspect  that  they  are  secretly 
inimical  to  the  existing  order  of  things,  and  wish 
to  koep  themselves  within  their  shell,  that,  in  case 
oPa  chtnge,  they  may  profit  by  future  events;  others 
calculate,  with  some  coiifulence,  on  their  ultimate 
union  with  Buenos  Ayres,  with  which,  at  present, 
they  incuse  a  limited  and  reluctant  intercourse. 
I'araguay  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  a  per- 
.son  named  Francia,  who  styles  himself  director  of 
Paraguay. 

From  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  provinces, 
we  natiu'uUy  turn  to  their  foreign  relations.  On 
tills  subject  the  C'lmnns^ioners  were  informed  that 
they  had  nothing  more  than  a  friendly  understand- 
ing with  any  fr>reign  nation.  Witli  the  P  irtuguese 
jrovernment  they  concluded  an  arrangement  in 
181  2,  under  the  mediation,  it  is  said  of  llie  British, 
with  ri'spectto  the  B.mda  Oriental.  They  have 
since  had  a  correspondence  with  tliem  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  entrance  into  that  province,  and  the 
liofcible  iir.-'upation  by  a  I'ortuguese  army  of  the  ci- 
ty of  Monte  X'ideo,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed 
(Appendix  I.)  Tliis  will  i)rescnt  the  state  of  af 
iUirs  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Brazils,  which 
1k;s  been  the  theme  of  much  discussion.  The  su- 
perior naval  foiceoftlie  Portuguese,  stationed  in 
the  river  La  Plata,  could  havcieli'cctually  blockaded 


all  the   ports  of  Buenos    Ayres.     By    this  means   I 
they  would  have  prevented  supplies  of  arms  and   I 
munitions  of  war,  and  entirely  destroyed  the  great  I 
source  of  revenue  to  the  state,  the  duties  on  im-  i 
ports  and   tonnage,  at  a   season  when  money  was 
much    wanted.     Far   about    this    period    Buenos 
Ayres  liad  a  powerful    army  to  contend   with   on 
the  side  of  Peru,  and  had  taken  the  bunhen  of  the 
renewed  contest  of  Chili  with  Spain.     Under  such 
circumstances,  they  were  in  some  measure  obliged 
to  adopt  a  cautious  and  moderate  policy.    Their 
conduct  in  this  respect  seems  to  have  been  coer- 
ced.     Their  unhappy  state  with  the  Orientals  had 
also  an  influence  on  their  measures;  they  alleged 
that  the  restless  conduct  of  Artigas  had  furnished 
the  Portuguese  a  pretext  for  the  invasion;  but,  it  is 
probable  that  they  will  ultimately  break  with  the 
government  of  Brazils. 

The  British  government  has,  through  their  offi- 
cial agents,  entered  into  commercial  stipulations 
with  general  Artigas,  as  the  chief  of  the  Orientals, 
on  the  subject  of  their  trade  with  the  eastern  shore. 
A  copy  of  this  statement  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix K. 

The  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  have  a  con- 
fidential person  in  Europe.,  soliciting  from  England, 
and  other  powers,  it  is  said,  assistance  of  every 
kind,  and  a  recognition  of  their  independeitce, 
England  has  a  consul,  who,  with  her  naval  com- 
mander on  that  station,  appeared  to  conduct  the 
CO' fidenlial  afi'airs  of  the  British  cabinet  with  the 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

What  effects  the  victory  of  Maipu  will  produce 
abroad,  it  would  be  hazardous  in  me  to  conjecture. 
Whether,  like  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  it  will  pro- 
cure for  the  United  Provinces  foreign  alliances,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say. 

From  a  source  which  is  entitled  to  credit,  I  was 
informed  that  the  raising  and  embarkation  ofOso- 
rio's  army  in  Peru  was  not  accomplished  without 
serious  difficulties.  Alternate  force  artd  persua- 
sion were  used  to  collect  them,  and  nothing  but 
the  name,  character,  and  promises  of  their  general, 
could  have  induced  them  to  go  on  board  of  the 
ve.'Sels  prtpii-^ed  for  the  purpose,  at  the  port  of  Cal- 
lao.  Some  of  them  were  actually  in  a  slate  of  mu- 
tiny, notwithstanding  they  were  told  ihey  would  be 
received  wiih  open  arms  by  their  brethren  i.i  Ciiili. 
The  forces  finally  embarked,  agreeably  to  an  ac- 
count furnished  by  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  vera- 
city on  the  spot,  consisted  of  the  following  troops: 
1  company  of  artillery  70 

1  do.  sappers  and  miners  81 

Regiment  of  Brugos  900 

Do.  of  San  Canlos,  Infantry  907 

Do.  of  Arequipa  1000 

.Arequipa  dragoons  160 

Liuuias  144 

3,262 
This  army  was  composed  of  all  the  regular  sol- 
diers they  could  spare  from  Lima,  who  were  united, 
at  I'aicaguna,  to  the  royal  forces  left  in  Chili.  By 
the  battle  of  Maipu  it  has  ceased  to  exist.  The 
probable  efi'ects  in  I'eru,  and  other  parts  of  Sfdith 
America,  may  be  conjectured,  but  cannot  be  aflirm- 
ed.  The  same  gentleman  who  has  been  mentioned, 
and  who  IS  conversant  in  Peruvian  affairs,  appre- 
hended that  impoi'lant  changes  would  result- 

1  cannot    conclude  this  paper,  without  drawi.ifj 

your  attention  to  a  rapid  survey  of  the  reforms  and 

improvements    in  the  province  of  Buenos   Ayres. 

produced  by  the  revolution,  aud  its  intiuence  on 

;  knowledge,  society,  and  manners. 
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ThefffVc'sof  the  r(  volution  are  visible  in  the  I 
h'es  produced  in  the  state  of  society.  The  dif 
Zuce^in  the  f.eedom  of  acting  and  think.ny, 
«^nared  with  that  wl.icli  preceded  the  levolii- 
S.  must'  necessarily  be  xreat.  'I'he  freedom  of 
rn.mercnn.u8t  h:ive  given  a  spring  U,  exert.or.s  of 
LL  enterprise  and  intelligence,  while  the  active 
Les  of  war  «nd  politics,  for  the  last  ten  years. 
hjve  awakened  ti.e  gpoius  of  'he  country,  which 
hid  so  long  slumbered.     The  geneiaticn    now  on 


thf stage  may 


almost  be  said  to  have  been  reared 


undera  new  order  of  things.  The  commoa  stock 
jfideas  among  the  people  has  been  greatly  aug- 
BCTted;  liie  natural  consequences  of  the  impor- 
unt  political  events  which  daily  transpire,  and  in 
wbic'.  every  man,  like  the  ci'.izfn  of  Athens,  feels 
uiinierest.  The  newspapers  are  every  where  cir- 
culitttl,  together  with  the  manifestos  of  the  govern- 
ment, wliich  is  obliged  to  court  the  approbation  of 
public  opinion  on  all  mea>;ures  of  moment.  1.  is  not 
my  unusual  for  the  same  c.;unirymon,  who,  a  few 
years  ago,  never  troubled  himself  about  anything 
be^olld  the  narrow  circle  of  his  domestic  concerns, 
to  purchase  a  newspaper  on  coming  to  town  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and,  if  unable  to  read,  to  request 
tlie  first  one  he  meets  to  do  him  that  fiivor.  The 
country  curates  are,  moreover,  enjoined  to  read 
ibe  newspapers  and  manifestoes  regularly  to  tlieir 
flocks.  The  spirit  of  improvement  may  be  seen  in 
efery  thing.  Even  some  of  those  who  are  under 
the  influence  of  strong  prejudices  against  the  re- 
Tolution,  frequently  remark  .he  changes  for  better 
which  have  taken  place.  Their  habits,  manners, 
dress,  and  mode  of  living,  have  been  improved  by 
iDtercpuse  with  strangers,  and  the  free  introduction 
of  foieign  customs,  particularly  English,  Anierican 
and  French.  Great  prejudices  prevail  against  what 
ever  is  Spanish.  It  is  even  offensive  to  them  to  be 
called  by  this  name;  they  prefer  to  be  identified 
with  the  aborigines  of  the  country.  The  appella- 
tion which  vhey  have  a^sumed,  and  in  which  they 
ukea  pride,  is  that  of  South  Americans. 

A  powerful  siimuJus  must  necessarily  have  been 
given  to  their  indu.stry,   by  two  important  circum 
stances,  the  diminution  in  prices  of  foreign  mer- 
cLanuise,  and  the  gieat  increase    in    v^-.luc  of  the 
products  of  the  country,  with   the  consequent  rise 
ofproperty.    Though  the  grounds  in  the  neighbor 
hood  of  cities  are  highly  improved,  as   I  have  al 
ready  stated,  agriculture,  comparatively  bpeaking, 
isinalowcondiiion.  In  general,  the  lands  are  bad- 
ly tilled.    Theplougli   is  rarely  used,  and  ti.e  bub 
slituteis  a  very  indiilVrent  one.  Hut,  notwilhstand- 
ing  the  disadvantages  of  the  present  method  ofcul 
ture,I  was  informed  by  reputable  persons  that  the 
average  crop  of  wheat  is  not  less  than  50  bushels 
per  acre,  in  good  seasons. 

0.1  ihe  subject  of  religion,  especially,  the  change 
in  the  public  mind  has  been  very  great.  The  ca- 
tliDlic  faith  is  established  as  that  of  the  state,  but 
there  are  many  advocates,  both  in  conveisalion  and 
'n  writing,  of  universal  toleratii-n.  Some  members  of 
congress  are  said  lobe  strongly  in  favor  of  it,  buUhe 
'ii'iorant  and  superstitious  part  of  the  people,  to 
gether  witli  the  regular  clergy,  would  I'.oi  be  satisfi- 
fd  with  such  a  measure;  while  ilie  liberality  prevail 
"ig  among  ilie  better  informed  cl.isses  is  sue!,  as  to 
secure  a  virtual  toleration  for  the  present.  Uesides, 
'rom  the  circumstance  of  there  being  no  sects  in  the 
•^O'l'iiry,  such  a  provision  may  wail  tiie  progress 
uf  liberality  in  public  opinion.  In  fact,  the  human 
"lind  has  been  set  fiee,  on  all  matters  of  a  gential 
abstract  nature,  although  the  liberty  of  the  press 
'« circumscribed  in  some  degree  with  respect  to 


strictures  on  public  measures  and  men,  and  the  es- 
tablished religion;  but  there  is  neither  inqtiisitiou 
nor  previous  license.  They  acknowledge  tlie  pope 
as  a  spiritual  head  merely,  am'  do  not  thii.k  him 
entitled  to  any  authority  to  inurfere  in  their  tem- 
poral concerns.  His  bull  in  favor  of  the  king  of 
Sp.un  against  the  colonists,  wlilch  may  be  alniost 
regarded  as  an  excommunication,  produced  little 
or  no  sensation. 

The  number  of  monks  .-md  nuns  never  were  very 
great  in  Buenos  Ayres,  when  compared  with  othei* 
portions  of  the  Spanish  dominions.  They  have  di- 
minished since  the  revolution.  There  was  at  one 
time  a  positive  law  passed,  forbidding  any  one  to 
become  a  monk  or  a  nun:  but  they  were  obliged  to 
repeal  it,  and  it  was  afterwards  passed  with. some 
modifications.  The  restrictions  substituted,  aided 
by  public  opinion,  have  nearly  produced  tlie  desired 
effect.  Few  of  the  youth  of  the  country  apply 
themselves  to  the  study  of  theology,  since  other 
occupations,  much  more  tempting  to  their  ambi- 
tion, have  been  opened  to  their  choice.  Formf  rly, 
the  priestl'ood  was  the  chief  aim  of  yourg  men  of 
the  best  families,  who  were  desirous  of  distinction; 
as,  in  fact,  it  constituted  almost  the  only  profession, 
to  which  these  who  had  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion could  devote  themselve.'?;  which  will  readily 
account  for  the  circumstance  of  so  many  of  tiie  se- 
cular clergy  directing  their  attentiaii,  at  present, 
almost  exclusively  to  politics.  The  regular  cler- 
gy, who  are  not  permitltd,  by  the  nature  of  their 
profession,  to  take  par'  in  the  business  of  the 
world,  or  to  hold  secular  offices,  arc  many  of  them 
Europeans;  but  those  of  them  who  are  natives,  ti-ka 
the  same  lively  irilerest  in  passing  events,  with  the 
oilier  classes  of  the  community. 

They  have  gone  cautiously  to  work  in  reforms  in 
tlte  difiVrent  bi'anches  of  t'leir  municipal  laws,  and 
the  administr.'tlon  of  them.  The  ;»uraber  of  cilices 
has  been  considerably  dimini.slied,  and  responsibi- 
lity rendered  more  direct  and  severe.  The  judici- 
ary system  has  undf  rgone  many  improvements,  and 
nearly  all  the  leading  features  of  the  law,  which 
did  not  harmonize  with  the  prii^.ciples  of  free  go- 
vernment, have  been  expunged,  tliouKh  soine^  of 
the  former  evils  still  remain.  The  barbarous  im- 
positions on  the  aborigines  have  been  abolished. 
The  odious  alcavalla,  and  other  obnoxious  tjxe.s, 
modified,  so  as  to  be  no  longer  vexatious — slaver'. , 
and  the  slave  trade,  forbidden  in  future— and  all 
titles  of  nobility  prohibited,  under  the  pain  of  ifie 
loss  of  citizt:;:ship.  The  law  of  primogeniture  is 
also  expunged  from  their  system.  In  iheprovibi- 
onal  statute,  as  has  already  been  staled,  nearly  all 
the  principles  of  free  n-nresentalive  govennneiii 
are  recognized,  accompanied,  il  is  true,  with  cer- 
tani  drawbacks,  for  wliich  they  plead  the  necessity 
of  liie  times,  but  which  they  profess  their  intention 
to  do  away,  on  the  final  settUn.enl  of  the  govcrn- 
mr-nt — a  consummation  anxiously  desired  by  all 
classes  of  the  inhabi.ants.  The  example  of  France 
has  warned  them  not  to  attempt  too  much  at  fir.-i; 
they  have  followed  ibe  plan  of  ihe  United  States  Mi 
ihe'introduction  of  gradual  rrforms,  instead  of  re- 
sorting to  violent  and  sudden  imn;vations  and  revo- 
lutions. 

N'-xt  to  the  establishment  of  t!n-ir  independence 
by  arms,  the  education  oltlitir  youth  appea.'s  to  be 
tiie  subject  of  the  most  anxious  inserest.  'i'hry 
con.plain,  that  eveiy  i)o>sible  imptdimtnt  Wus 
thrown  in  the  way  of  education  previous  to  the  re- 
volution; that,  so  far  fiom  fostering  public  institu- 
tions for  this  purpose,  several  schools  were  actual- 
ly prohibited  in  the    capital,  and  the  }cung   mcH 
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were  not  without  restraint  permitted  to  go  abro^il 
for  their  education.  There  was  a  college  at  Cordo- 
va, at  which  those  destined  for  the  bar,  or  the 
priesthood,  completed  their  studies,  upon  the  an- 
cient moiikish  principles.  Another  called  San 
Oarlos,  (now  the  Union  of  the  South)  hsd  been  open- 
ed at  Buenos  Ayres,  but  was  afterwards  converted 
into  barracks  for  soldiers  Tt  is  an  immense  build- 
ing, more  extensive,  perhaps,  than  any  which  has 
been  dedicated  to  learning  in  this  country;  and  it 
lias  lately  been  fitted  up  at  a  very  great  expense. 
The  school  was  to  have  op  ned  in  May  or  Jupe  last, 
on  a  more  modern  and  liberal  plan  ofdiscipline  and 
insvruction.  The  librnry  of  the  state  is  kept  in  an 
adjoining  building;  it  occupies  a  suit  of  six  rooms, 
and  contains  nearly  twenty  thousand  volumes:  the 
greater  part  rare  and  valuable.  It  is  formed  out  of 
the  library  of  the  Jesuits,  the  books  collected  in 
the  diiTcrent  monasteries,  donations  from  indivi- 
duals, and  an  annual  appropriation  by  the  govern- 
ment,  and  contains  works  on  all  subjects  and  in  ail 
the  languages  of  the  polished  nations  of  Europe. 
Avery  valuable  addition  has  been  lately  made,  of 
several  thousand  volumes,  brought  to  Buenos  Ay- 
res  by  M.  Bonpland,  a  companion  of  the  celebrated 
Ilmnboldt. 

Besides  the  University  of  Cordova,  at  which 
there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  students, 
there  are  public  schools  in  all  the  principal  towns, 
supported  by  their  respective  corporations.  In 
Euenos  Ayres,  besides  an  academ}',  in  which  are 
taught  the  higher  branches,  and  the  college  be- 
fore mentioned,  there  are  eight  public  schools,  for 
v;feose  support  the  corporation  contributes  about 
seven  thousand  dollars  annually;  and,  according  to 
the  returns  of  last  year,  the  number  of  scliolars  a- 
mounted  to  eight  hundred  and  si-sty  four.  There 
are  five  other  schools,  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
of  tl'.epoor,  and  under  the  charge  of  the  different 
monastariep;  these  are  supplied  with  books  and 
stationery  at  the  pviblic  e.\pense.  There  are  also 
parish  schools  in  the  country,  for  tlie  support  of 
vhich  a  portion  of  the  tiihes  has  been  lately  set 
apart.  It  is  rare  to  meet  with  a  boy  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  can- 
not read  and  write.  Besides  the  scholars  thus  in- 
structed, many  have  private  tutors.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  military 
academies  supported  by  government  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  Tucuman,  at  which  there  are  a  consi- 
derable number  of  cadets. 

There  are  no  prohibited  books  of  any  kind;  all 
are  permitted  to  circulate  freely,  or  to  be  openly 
sold  in  the  book  stores;  among  them  is  tlie  New 
Testament  in  Spanis!).  This  ahme  is  a  prodigious 
step  towards  the  emancipation  of  their  minds  from 
prejudices.  Tliere  are  several  book-stores,  whose 
profits  have  rapidly  increased;  a  proof  that  the 
number  of  readers  has  augmented  in  the  same 
proportion.  There  had  been  a  large  importation 
of  English  books,  a  language  !)ecoming  daily  more 
familiar  to  them.  Eight  years  ago,  the  mechanic 
;i.rt  of  printing  was  scarcely  known  in  Buenos  Ayres: 
at  present,  there  are  three  printing  offices,  one  of 
them  very  extensive,  containing  four  presses.  Tlie 
price  of  printing  is,  notwithstanding,  at  least  three 
times  higher  than  in  the  United  States:  but,  as 
tiiere  is  no  trade  , or  intercotU'se  with  Spain,  all 
i.chool  books  used  in  the  country,  some  of  tiiem 
original,  are  publislied  at  Bnenos  Ayres;  the  busi- 
ness is  tiierefure,  profitaijle,  and  rapidly  extending. 
There  are  many  political  e.ssays,  which  in.stead  of 
being  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  arepublislied  in 
loose  sheets;  there  are  also  original  pamphlets,  as 


well  as  puhlicati'Uis  of  foreign  works.  The  con 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  .and  of  the  difierenl 
states,  together  with  a  very  good  history  of  ouil 
country,  and  many  of  our  m^st  import.int  statel 
papers,  are  widely  circulated.  The  work  of  Dear 
Funes,  the  venerable  historian  of  the  country 
comprised  in  three  large  octavo  volumes,  consi 
dering  the  infancy  of  the  typographical  art  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  may  be  regarded  as  an  undertak 
ingof  some  magnitude. 

There  are  three  weekly  journals  or  newspaper; 
published  in  the  city,  which  have  an  extensive  cir 
culation  through  the  United  T'ravinces.     Tiiey  ali 
advocate  the  principles  of  liberty  and  republican 
forms  of  government,  as  none  other  would  suit  thtj 
public  ta.te.     The  year  before  last,  it  is  true,  o)iel 
of  the  papers  ventured  to  advocate  the  restorj^^or 
of  the  Incas  of  Peru  with  a  limited  monarchy,  bn( 
it  was  badly  received.     No  proposition  for  theres 
toration  of  hereditary  power  of  any  kind,  as  farasi 
I  could  learn,  wlii  be   seriously   listened  to  for  tl 
moment,  by  the  people.     Even  the   ordinary  laa 
guage  had  changed.      They  speak  of  "the  state,''  I 
"the  people"   "the  ptiblic,"  "the   country,"  and| 
use  other  terms,  as  in  the  United  States,  implying 
the  interest  that    each  man  takes  in  what  apper-i 
tains  to  the  community.     The  first  principle  con 
stantly  inculcated   is,  "that    all  power  rightfiillj 
emanates  from  the  people."     Tliis  and  similar  dog- 1 
mas,  form    a  part  of  the  education    of  children 
taught  at  the  same  time   with    the   catechism.    It 
is  natural,   that  the  passion   for  free  governnient 
s];ould  be  continu.tlly  incre.asing.     A   fact  may  be 
mentioned  to    show  the  solid    advancement  thc>| 
have  made,  which  is  that  the  number  of  votes  tak-| 
en  at  their  elections  increases  every  year.     Inbc-i 
coming  habituated  to    this    peaceful    and  orderly 
mode  of  exercising  their  right  of  choosing  those  | 
who  are  to  be  invested  with   authority,  the  tunnri-j 
tuoiis  and  irregular  removal,  by  a  kind  of  general  i 
outcry    cr  acclamation,  of  those  who  have  been 
chosen,  will  grjidually  cease. 

Rather  than  disturb    the  order  of  society,  they 
will  endure  with  patience,  until  the  time  arrives  for  j 
effecting    a  regular    and    constitutional    change.  | 
Since  the  election  of  the  present  director,  none«f| 
these  tumults,  before  so  frequent,  have  occurred.  | 
These  tumults  have  seldom    been  attended  with) 
bloodshed;  yet  they  produce  great  confusion  and 
disorder,  and   give  rise  to  habits   of  insubordina- 
tion, at  the  same  time  that  they  are  ruinous  to  the 
charncter  of  anation. 

The  vice  royalty  of  Ruenos  Ayres  diflered  from 
the  rest  in  one  important  particular.     It  contained  , 
no  nobility,  or,  if  any,  very  few.     This  may  be  re-  | 
garded  as  a  favorable  circumstance  in  their  society.  | 
AnrJiier  favorable    feature,   very  necessary  to  tlje  | 
successful   administration   of  tjieir    afl'airs,  is  the  | 
conduct  of  many  individuals  who  have  filled  the  | 
highest  office  of  state,  in  descending  from  that  dig*  j 
nified  situation  to  inferior   posts,   and  discharging 
their  duties  with  alacrity.     'I'hus,  we   behold  gen. 
A.  Bulcarce,  who  was  formerly  director,  acting  as  , 
second  in  command  to  col.    Sisn  Martin.     Colonel 
Alvarez,  also  director  at   one  period,  row  serving 
in   the  staflj  under   tlie  chief  of  that  departme.'.t. 
General  Azcuenega,  and    general   Rondeau,  once 
elected  to  t!ie  cliairof  stale,  is  at  present  employ- 
ed in  a  minor  office.     There  are  others  who  have 
occupied  tiie  sume  elevated  post,  v.'lio  have  retired 
to  the  station  of  private  cit-zens. 

The  general  capacities  of  the  United  Provinces 
for  national  defence  are  also  important  in  many 
respects.     I'he  nature    and  exlejit   of  t!ie  country 
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affords  the  inhabitants  numerous  advantages   over 
i.n  invading  army.      The    ease  wi'.h   which    their 
ihcrds  of  cattle  may  be  driven   to  distant  places, 
( b»vond  the  reach  of  an  enemy,  and  the  rapid  move- 
Inients  which  the  troops  of  the  country  can   make, 
I  from  the  ample  supply  of  iiorses  and  mules,  are 
fcircumstances  of  great  consequence  in  a   mihti^ry 
view     Even   the    towns   noi    for'ihed,   from    the 
•naniier  in  which  they  are  buili,  and  from  the  con- 
struction of  their  houses,  furiiish  powerful  means 
of  defence,   as  the    British  army    under    general 
Whitlock  experienced  in  their  attack   on  Buenos 

'  I  am  sensible  that  in  the  course  of  these  state- 
ments and  remarks,  some  inaccuracies  and  errors 
must  have  occurred,  but  tfiey  have  been  uninten- 
tional. I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  reception  of 
the  commissioners  at  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  chief 
maj^istrate,  was  friendly  and  flattering. 

From  every  class  they  met  with  a  cordial  wel- 
coTie.  The  people  in  general  appeared  to  be  very 
much  attached  to  the  American  character,  and  to 
the  government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Sliould  any  thing  further  occur,  it  shall  be  made 
the  subject  of  afutr.re  paper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  C.  A.  RODNEY. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  GRAHAM. 

MB.  GRAHAM  TO  TUE  SECHETA^'OF  STATE. 

City  of  tTushingtoiv,  5lh  J\'ov.  1818. 
Sin— Mr.  Rodney  havhigunden:  ken  to  draw  up 
tor  our  joint  signature,  a   report    respecting  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  we  necently  visit- 
ed under  the  order  of  the  president,  and  circum- 
stances having  prevented  liim  from  presenting  it 
totne  for  perusal,  uinil  iiis  lute  jirrival  in  this  city; 
I  was  not  aware,  until  then,  that  I  sliould  have  oc- 
casion to  present  to  you  my   individual  views  on 
that  subject.     But,  on  an  attentive  perusal  of  the 
paper  he  drew  up,  I  found    that,   although  there 
was  not  perhaps  any  important    flicl  on  which  we 
essentially  differed,  yet  that  some  were  slated  of 
which  I  was  not  aware;   and  tliat   we   hud  taken 
views  which  it  might  be  difficult  to  combine  during 
the  short  time  tlien  allowed  to  us,  and  of  which  it 
might  be  proper  that  you  should  be  put  in  posses- 
sion.   Under  tliese   circumstances,    I   tliought   it 
better  to  submit  to  the   disadvantage  of  hastily 
throwing  my  observations  together,  andof  present- 
ing them  separately,  than  to    ask  him    to  derauge 
the  general  tenor  of  l.is  report  by  introducing  them 
into  it. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Bland,  who  will  necessarily 
make  a  separate  report,  will,  I  trust,  reconcile  the 
president  to  the  course  I  have  taken,  as,  from  a 
combined  view  of  what  we  individually  state,  he 
may,  perhaps,  be  better  enabled  to  draw  his  own 
inferences  as  to  the  aclUHl  situation  and  future 
prospects  of  the  oountry  we  visited,  than  from  any 
joint  report  in  which  we  could  all  have  agreed,  as, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  that  must  have  been 
the  result  of  a  compromise  of  opinions,  and  would 
probably  have  excluded  some  facts,  or  some  views, 
which  one  or  the  other  of  us  will,  in  the  mode 
now  adopted,  present  to  you. 

In  my  particular  situation,  however,  I  thought 
it  less  neoessary  to  go  into  detail,  as  1  know  that 
the  report  of  Mr.  Rodney  would  furnish  informa- 
tion on  points  which  I  omit. 

With  great  respect,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servimi, 

.lOHN  GRAHAM. 
The  hon.  5ohnQ.  Adams,  secretaiy  ofstRte. 


The  country  formerly  known  as  the  vice  royalty 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  extending  from  the  north-western 
sources  of  the  river  La  Plata  to  the  souther"  cape 
of  America,  and  from  the  confines  of  Brazils  and 
the  ocean,  to  the  ridge  of  the  Andes,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  that  which  is  called  "The  United  Pro- 
vinces of  South-America." 

Under  the  royal  government,  it  was  divided  into 
the  intendencies  or  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres^ 
Paraguay,  Cordova,  Salta,  Potosi,  Plata,  Cochca- 
bamba,  L.i  Paz  and  Puno.  Subseq^^ently  to  the  re- 
volution, in  the  year  1814,  another  division  was 
made;  and  from  the  provinces  of  Cordova,  Salta, 
and  Huenos  Ayres,  were  taken  those  of  Cuyo  or 
Mendoza,  Tucuman,  Corientes,  Entre  Rios,  and  th« 
Banda  Oriental.  The  others,  it  is  believed,  retained 
their  former  boundaries,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Paraguay,  are  generally  called  "Upper  Peru." 

This  widely  extended  country  embraces  almost 
every  variety  of  climate  and  soil,  and  is  capable  of 
almost  every  variety  of  production.  A  l.nrge  part 
of  it,  however,  particularly  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  La  Plata,  and  southerly  towards  Cape  Horn, 
is  deficient  in  wood,  even  for  fuel,  and  in  water; 
that  v/hich  is  found  is  generally  brackish. 

Although  three  centnries  have  passed  by  since 
the  Spaniards  made  their  first  settlement  in  this 
country,  and  some  considerable  towns  and  cities 
have  grown  in  it,  yet  its  general  improvement  and 
population  have  Isy  no  means  kept  pace  with  them; 
for  the  lower  provinces  have  been  almost  entirely  a- 
bandoned  to  the  immense  I  erds  of  cattle  which  graze 
on  their  plains,  and  require  only  the  partial  care  of 
a  comparatively  few  herdsmen;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Upper  Peru  have  been  engaged  mere  generally 
m  the  business  of  mining  than  was  favorable  to 
improvement  or   population.      Certain  small   dis- 
tricts, having  peculiar  advantages,  are  said  to  be 
well  cultivated,  and  very  productive:  but  agricul- 
ture has,  in  general,  been  very  much  neglected.    It 
is  in  a  great  degree  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
towns  and  cities,  and  may  be  said  to  limit  its  sup- 
plies to  their  demands.     This  state  of  things,  com- 
bined  with  the  regulations  of  the  former  govern- 
ment, the  influence  of  climate,  and  the  force  of 
example,  has  stamped  the  character  of  indolence 
upon  that  class  of  society  usually  considered  as  the 
laboring  class.  The  same  causes  have  not  operated, 
at  least  not  with  the  same  force,  upon  the  other  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  hence  they  are  more  in- 
dustrious, and  more  active.     Their  manners  are 
social,  friendly  and  polite.     In  native  talents  Ihey 
are  said  to  be  inferior  to  no  people;  and  they  have 
given  proofs  that  they  are  capable  of  great  and 
persevering  efforts;  that  they  are  ardently  attached 
to  their  country,  and  warmly  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  its  independence. 


It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  revolution  of  1810. 
The  most  immediate  perhaps  are  to  be  found  in  the 
incidents  connected  with  the  two  invasions  of  the 
country  by  the  British  in  the  years  1805  and  1306, 
and  in  the  subsequent  events  in  Spain,  as  they  had 
a   direct  tendency  to   show  to  these  people  their 
own  strength,  and  the  incap.ic!ty  of  Spain,  to  give 
them  protection  or  enforce  obedience.  The  ground- 
work was,  however,  laid  in  the  jealous  and  oppres- 
sive system  adopted  at  a  more  early  period  by  the 
kings  ol  Spain,  whose  policy  seen.ed  to  be,  to  keep 
wimin  as  narrow   limits   as  circumstances   would 
permit,  the  intelligence,  wealth,  and  p/>pula;tiojr, 
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of  that  part  of  AmericA  srbject  to  ti.eir  dominion 
as  the  surest  means  of  preserving  an  empire  which 
they  considered  as  the  great  source  of  their  wealth 
and  power. 

The  revolution  having  been  auspiciously  com- 
menced in  the  city  of  liuenos  Ayres,  was  warmly 
Rnd  zealously  supported  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  descended  from  the  Spaniards;  but  the 
native  Spaniards,  as  well  those  domesticated  in 
the  country  as  those  in  the  service  of  the  king, 
were  almost  all  opposed  to  it,  particularly  at  the 
time,  and  under  the  circumstances  it  took  place. 
Dissentions  were  the  immediate  result,  and  their 
long  standing  jealousy  and  distrust  of  each  other, 
have  by  subsequent  events  been  heightened  into 
deadly  hostility,  which  time  alone  c  .n  wear  away. 
These  dissensions  have  been  considered  as  one  of 
the  causes  that  produced  those  which  subsequently 
took  place  amongst  the  patriots  themselves,  and 
which  have  been  most  serious  obstacles  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  revolution.  Other  obstacles,  how- 
ever, have  been  presented  by  the  royal  government 
in  Pern,  which  has  hiilierto  not  only  been  able 
lo  mi-lnlain  itself  there,  but  has  found  means  by 
enlisting  the  native  Peruvians  into  its  service,  to 
send,  at  different  times,  considerable  armies  into 
the  upper  provinces  on  the  La  Plata,  where  the 
Whp  has  been  carried  on  from  the  commencement 
r)f  ihe  revolution  to  the  present  day,  with  vari- 
oils  success;  the  great  extent  and  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  and  the  want  of  resources, 
Slaving  prevented  either  party  from  making  a  blow 
decisive  of  the  contest.  When  we  came  away,  the 
advantage  in  that  quarter  was  on  the  side  of  the 
Spaniards,  as  they  were  in  possession  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Upper  Peru,  which  had,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree at  least,  joined  in  the  revoUioion,  and  some  of 
which  are  represented  in  the  congress.  Every 
where  else  they  have  been  obliged  to  yield  up  the 
government  and  abandon  the  country,  or  submit  to 
the  ruling  power.  The  peculiar  si'iualion  ef  Monte 
Video,  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  r  ver  La  Plata,  open 
to  the  sea,  and  strongly  foriihed,  enabled  the  Spa- 
nish naval  and  military  forces,  at  an  early  period  in 
the  revolution,  to  make  a  stand  there;  tliey  were  ul- 
timately obliged  to  surrender  iU  not,  howeve-,  until 
long  protracted,  and  perhaps  illy  directed  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  assailants,  had  given  rise  to  many 
jarring  incidents  between  those  who  came  from  the 
opposiie  shores  of  the  river,  probably  the  etlect,  in 
part  at  least,  of  ancient  jealousies,  kept  alive  by 
the  individual  interest  of  particular  leaders;  these 
Lave  been  followed  by  events  calculated  to  produce 
a  still  greater  alienation;  and,  although  several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  bring  about  a  union,  they 
have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful.  Theprovincesof 
the  "Banda  Orienial,"  and  the  "Entre  Rios,"  on  the 
eastern  side  of  tiie  river  under  the  direction  of  ge- 
neral Artiijas,  are  now  at  war  witli  those  on  the 
wesern  side,  under  the  government  of  the  congress 
at  Buenos  Ayres. 

This  war  has  originated  from  a  combination  of 
cause?,  in  which  botii  parties  have,  perhaps,  some- 
tliir.g  to  complain  of,  and  something  to  blame  ihern- 
selve*  for. 

General  Artigas  and  his  followers  profess  a  belief 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  die  government  of  Buenos 
Ayres  to  put  them  down,  and  oblige  them  to  sub 
iiiit  lo  such  arrangements  as  wdl  deprive  them  of 
the   privileges   of  self  goverment,   to   which   theyi 
claim  to   h:.ve    a   right,     'i'liey  say,  however,  thatl 
thev  are  wiili^.g  to   unite  wltli   the  people  on  the' 
western  side  of  the  river;  but  not  in  sucii  a  way  as 
ivill  stibject  theratowhai  they  call  the  tyranny  ofi 


the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
stated  that  this  is  merely  a  pretex';  that  the  pe»l 
object  of  general  Artigas  and  some  of  his  principal 
officers  is  to  prevent  a  union  on  any  terms,  and  to 
preserve  the  power  they  have  acquired,  by  giving 
an  erroneous  excitement  to  the  people  who  follow 
them.  That  it  is  wished,  and  intended  to  place 
these  provinces  on  a  footing  with  the  others.  That 
the  respectable  portion  of  their  inhabitants  are 
aware  of  tliis  fact,  and  anxious  for  a  union;  but  are 
prevented  from  openly  expressing  their  sentiment? 
from  a  fear  of  general  Artig:(S,  whose  power  is  un. 
controlled  by  law,  or  jusuce,  and  hence  the  pro- 
priety  and  necessity  of  aiding  them  to  resist  it. 
Armies  have  accordingly  been  marched  within  the 
present  year  into  these  provinces,  but  they  were 
not  joined  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  were 
defeated  with  great  loss. 

This  war  is  evidently  a  source  of  great  injun 
and  regret,  and  at  the  same  time  of  extraordina- 
ly  irritation  to  both  parties,  for,  independently  of 
other  causes  of  recrimination,  each  accuses  the  oth- 
er of  having  brought  about  that  state  of  tilings 
which  threatens  tu  place  a  most  important  and  va- 
luable portion  of  their  countiy  in  the  hands  of  a 
foreign  power,  who  has  invaded  it  with  a  regular 
and  well  appointed  anny,  and  is  gi-adually  taking 
possession  of  commanding  points,  from  wiiich  it 
maybe  difficult  for  their  united  force  hereafter  to 
dislodge  them.  That  they  w'ill  unite  is,  I  think,  to 
be  calculated  on,  unless  .some  event,  disastrous  tn 
the  cause  of  the  revolution  itself  takes  place;  for 
their  mutual  interest  requires  a  union.  Bui  more 
of  moderation  and  discretion  may  be  necessaiy  to 
bring  it  about,  than  is  at  this  time  to  be  expected 
from  the  irritated  feelings  of  some  of  the  princip;i] 
personages  on  both  sides. 

The  city  of  Santa  Fe?,  andasm.all  district  of  coun- 
try around  it,  also  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

In  Paraguay  the  events  of  the  revolution  have 
differed  from  those  in  any  other  province,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  that  countiy  have  uniformly  resisted 
the  efforts  of  the  otlier  provinces  to  unite  witl.theni. 
After  having  aided  the  Spanish  placed  over  them, 
to  repel  a  military  force  which  had  been  sent  to 
overthrow  them,  they  themselves  expelled  from 
their  country  these  authorities,  and  established  a 
government  of  their  own,  totally  unconnected  with 
that  of  the  other  provinces,  with  whom  they  mani- 
fest an  unwilling-iicss  to  keep  up  even  a  commercial 
intercourse.  This  has  given  rise  lo  a  suspicion  in 
the  minds  of  some,  that  there  is  asccret  predilection 
among  them  for  the  ancient  order  of  things.  But, 
from  what  is  said  of  their  cold  and  calculating  char- 
acter— from  the  safe  position  of  their  country,  and 
its  capacity  to  supply  its  o*'n  wants,  it  is  probable 
that  tlieir  object  is  to  husband  their  resources,  and 
profit  by  the  exertions  of  others,  without  giving 
their  own  in  aid  of  them;  and  possibly,  in  case  of  ul- 
timate failure,  to  place  their  conduct  in  a  less  objec- 
tionable point  of  view  before  the  government  of 
Spain.  Wiiatcver  may  have  been  tlieir  motives, 
they  have  hithci  to  contrived  to  escape,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  evils  of  war. 

Their  resources,  in  men  and  money,  are  «aid  to 
be  considerable,  and  no  country  is  more  independent 
of  -foreign  supplies. 

Their  conduct  furnishes  a  striking  contrast  totliat 
of  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  entered  into 
the  revolution  with  unbounded  zeal  and  energVi 
and  have  ever  been  ready  to  meet  the  difScultiea  o" 
so  great  an  undertaking.  This  circumstance,  con- 
nected v.ith their  local  situation,  greater  resources, 
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and  more  general  information,  and  perhaps  the  fact 
(>f  tiieir  havingbeen  the  firstto  get  power  into  their 
hands,  have  had  tue  effect  to  give  them  u  controUing 
influence  over  the  revolutionary  govtjrnment,  which 
has  not  tailed  to  excite,  in  some  deg,Tee,  the  jeal- 
ousy of  the  other  provinces,  and  amongst  them- 
selves a  feeling  of  superiority  little  calculated  to  al- 
lay their  jtidousy.  Great  evils  were,  at  one  time, 
apprehended  from  this  state  of  things-  but  the  Con- 
gress wliicli  i.iet  at  Tucaman,  in  March,  1816,  com- 
posed of  deputies  from  the  several  provinces  tlien 
united,  assumed  the  sovereign  power  of  the  coun- 
trv  boldly  declared  its  absolute  independence, and 
adopted  aprovisional  form  of  govermnent,  which  is 
understood  to  have  the  effect  of  allaying  dissentions, 
and  of  introducing  a  more  regular  administration  of 
public  affairs. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  documents  in  your  pos- 
session, that  this  provisional  constitution  recognizes 
many  of  tiie  principles  of  free  government;  but  with 
sticli  drawbacks  as  arc  little  calculated  to  enforce 
them  in  practice.  Great  allowances  are  doubtless 
to  be  made  for  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
the  danger  and  difficulty  of  tearing  up  ancient  insti- 
tutions, or  of  adaptmg  new  principles  to  them. — 
But,  after  due  allowance  for  all  these  considerations, 
it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  so  much  had  been  done 
for  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  as  might  have  l>een  ex- 
pected, or  that  those  in  power  were  its  strongest 
advocates.  It  is  generally  admitted,  however,  that 
some  changes  for  the  better  have  been  made. — 
Much  careseems  to  be  taken  to  educate  the  rising 
generation,  and,  as  those  who  iire  now  coming  on 
the  theatre  of  action,  have  grown  up  since  the  com- 
mencement of  tlie  revolution,  and  have  had  the  ad- 
vantage ofthe  hght  thrown  in  by  it,  it  is  fair  to  sup- 
pose that  they  will  be  l>etter  prepared  to  support 
and  administer  a  free  government,  than  those  whose 
habits  were  formed  under  the  colonial  govermnent 
of  Spain. ' 

The  cofnmercc  and  manufactures  of  the  country 
have  grown  beyond  its  agriculture.  Various  causes, 
however,  have  contributed  to  lessen  some  branches 
of  manufacture  since  the  revolution,  but  connnerce 
is  undei-stood  to  have  been  increased  by  it.  A  much 
greater  variety  and  quantity  of  foreign  goods,  are 
imported,  and  a  greater  demand  is  opened  for  tlie 
productioJis  of  the  countiy.  I'hc  eit_\-  of  Buenos 
Ayres  is  the  seat  of  this  commerce.  From  it  fo- 
reign, and  some  domestic  goods,  are  spread  through 
the  interior,  as  far  as  Chili  and  Upper  Peru,  and,  in 
return,  the  various  productions  we  drawn  to  it. 
This  trade  is  carried  on  jirincipalh  by  land,  as  is 
that  between  the  different  provinces,  though  some 
small  portion  of  it  finds  its  way  up  and  down  the 
large  rivers  forniingthe  La  J'lat'a,  which  is  itself  not 
so  much  a  river  as  a  gixat  bay.  The  abinulance  of 
cattle,  horses,  and  mules,  and  of  some  other  animals 
peculiar  to  the  country,  wiiich  arc  used  in  tlie 
raouutainous  regions  of  Peru,  furnish  {iicilltics  for 
transportation,  not  to  be  fouiul  in  any  other  country 
so  little  improved;  hence  the  price  of  transportation 
is  very  low,  and  the  internal  trade  greater  than  it 
otherwise  would  be,  though  it  had  heen  materially 
lessened  in  some  important  branches  liy  the  war 
■\vith  Peru,  and  the  system  adopted  in  Paragua}-. 

1  he  export  and  import  trade  is  principaliv  in 
tlie  hands  of  the  IJritisli,  though  the  United  States 
and  other  nations  participate  in  it  to  a  certain  de- 
gree. It  is  depended  on  as  the  great  source  of 
revenue  to  the  state;  hence  they  have  been  tempt- 
ed to  make  the  duties  very  h:j-,]i,'and  to  lay  them  up- 
on both  imports  and  exports;  with  th.e  exception 
0^  lumber  and  itiintary  stores.     'Jhis  eiiGWKisWnce, 


connecte<l  with  the  fact  that  payment  is  demanded 
at  the  custom  house  before  the  goods  are  deliver- 
ed, has  led  to  a  regular  system  of  smuggling,  which 
issaid  to  be  carried  to  great  excess,  and  doubtless 
occasions  the  ofhcial  returns  to  fall  short  of  the 
actual  amount  ofthe  trade.  This  may  be  the  rea- 
son why  they  were  not  given  to  us.  The  articles 
imported  are  almost  every  variety  of  European  and 
East-India  goods,  principally  from  England.  Kum, 
sugar,  coHee,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  timber  from 
Brazil.  Lumber  of  almost  every  description,  cod-- 
fish,  furniture,  gin,  and  some  smaller  articles,  from 
the  United  States,  together  with  military  stores; 
which,  however,  find  tlieir  way  into  the  country  di- 
rectly from  Europe,  and  are  thus  furnished  at  :i 
cheaper  rate  than  we  can  sell  them.  The  principal 
articles  of  export  are  taken  from  the  various  ani- 
mals of  the  country,  tame  and  wild,  from  the  os 
to  the  chinchilla — copper  from  Chili,  and  some  of 
the  precious  metals,  drav.n  principally  from  Pei-U; 
but,  as  gold  is  worth  §17  the  oz.  and  passed  by 
tale  at  that  rate,  very  little  of  it  is  exported;  hence 
the  currency  ofthe  country  is  gold,  for  they  have 
no  paper  money.  Tlie  "Libranzas,"  or  bills  of  cre- 
dit, issued  by  the  government,  are,  however,  an 
article  of  tKu'fic  among  the  merchants,,  as  they  are 
received  in  payment  of  one  half  of  tlie  duties.  No 
distinction  is  made  in  favor  ofthe  trade  of  any  na- 
tion, save  only  that  the  British  merchants  have 
some  peculiar  facilities  granted  them  in  relation  to 
their  letters,  which  are  an  object  of  taxation,  at 
least  so  far  as  applies  to  those  sent  out  of  tlie  coun- 
try. 

In  the  official  statements  given  to  us,  and  to 
which  I  beg  leave  g'enerally  to  refer  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  foreign  relations,  the  jiroduetions,  nii- 
htary  and  naval  force,  revenue,  and  population,  the 
latter  is  statod  at  l,oOO,UOO,  exclusive  of  Indians, 
Tins  is  understood  as  comprehending  die  popula- 
tion of  all  the  provinces;  but,  as  iome  of  them  arc 
not  under  the  government  at  Buenos  AjTes,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  annex  the  several  estimates  I 
j  collected  of  the  population  of  each  province,  ns 
I  they  may  serve  to  give  some  general  information 
j  on  that  point.  The  most  immediate  difficulty  i'eh 
I  by  the  government,  whilst  we  were  in  the  countrv, 
seemed  to  arise  from  the  want  of  money;  for,  al- 
though the  debt  was  snvdl,  their  ci-<jtlit  was  low.  It 
had  not  been  found  practicable  to  adopt  a  system 
of  finance  adequate  to  tlie  exigencies  ofthe  timt'S, 
though  it  v.ould  seem,  from  the  statement  given  to 
us,  that  the  revenue  ofthe  last  year  excee<led  the 
expenses.  The  important  events  of  the  present 
year  in  Chili,  of  viiiicliyou  are  informed,  will  doubt- 
less ha\e  the  effect  to  raise  tlie  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  lessen  the  pressure  upon  it,  at  least  far 
a  time,  and  will  probably  leave  the  gnvennnenr 
more  at  leisure  to  attend  to  it.-i  internal  affairs. 

"When  we  came  away,  it  was  understood  that  a 
committee  ofthe  Congress  was  engagcxl  in  dritft- 
ing  a  new  constitution,  the  power  of  forming  and 
adopting  it  being  esrlusively  vested  in  the  Con- 
gress. Whcth.er  it  will  assume  a  federal  oraiK-- 
tional  character,  is  .somewhat  doubtful,  tis  there  site 
evidently  two  parties  in  the  country,  whose  view  s^ 
in  this  respect,  are  very  diflereBt,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  they  are  both  represented  in  the  Con- 
gress. The  one  ]3arty  is  in  favor  of  a  consolidate 
ed  or  national  government,  the  other  wi^es 
for  a  federal  governmi"nt,  somewhat  upon  tlie 
piinciples  of  that  of  tl-.e  United  States.  T'he 
probability  seems  to  be,  that,  :iUhough  there 
might  be  a  m;ijority  of  tlie  people  in  the  prc^ 
vince.<3  generar^v  iii  f.Lvcr  of  th?- fed  '-d  pystr'ni.  flr.a 
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jt  woulil  not  be  adopted  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  so  well  calculated  as  a  national  g-overn- 
ment  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  tlie  g-reat 
object  now  in  view.  The  same  general  reason  may 
be  urged,  perhaps,  for  giving-  to  the  latter,  should 
it  be  adopted,  less  of  a  republican  character  than 
probably  would  have  been  given  to  it  in  more 
quiet  and  peaceable  times.  There  is  danger,  too, 
as  the  power  of  forming  and  adopting  the  con- 
stitution is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  fevv,  tiiat 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  may  not 
be  so  well  understood  or  atteiuled  to  as  they 
would  have  been  had  the  people  themselves  had 
a  more  immediate  agency  in  the  affair.  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  however,  that  it  will  at  least 
have  a  republican  form,  and  be  bottomed  upon 
the  principles  of  independence;  which  is  con- 
tended for  by  all  descriptions  of  politicians  in  tlie 
country,  who  have  taken  part  in  the  revolution, and 
vviil,  it  is  believed,  be  sujjpoiled  by  tliem,  in  any 
event,  to  the  last  extremity. 

Their  means  of  defence,  of  wliich  they  are  fully 
aware,  are,  in  proportion  to  tlieir  niunbers,  greater 
periiaps  than  those  of  almost  any  other  peoj)le,  and 
the  duration,  and  events  of  the  war  have  strength- 
ened the  general  determination  never  to  submit  to 
Spain.  Tliis  determination  rests  upon  the  recol- 
iection  of  former  sufferings  and  deprivations;  upon 
a  consciousness  of  their  abihty  to  defend  ai|d  to 
govern  tlicmselves:  and  upon  a  conviction  that,  in 
case  of  submission,  on  any  terms,  they  would,  soon- 
er or  later,  be  made  to  feel  the  vengeance  of  the 
mother  country.  These  considerations  doubtless 
have  the  most  weiglit  upon  the  minds  of  those  wlio 
h.ave  taken  a  leadiiig  part.  Tliey  of  course  use  all 
their  influence  to  enforce  them,  and  thus  to  keep 
up  the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  In  this  they  pro- 
.baljly  have  had  the  less  difficulty,  as,  although  the 
sufferings  of  tlie  people  have  been  great,  particu- 
larly in  military  service,  and  in  raising  the  contribu- 
tions necessary  for  that  service;  yet  the  Incubus  of 
Spanish  power  being  thrown  oft",  and  with  it,  that 
train  of  followers  who  filled  up  almost  every  avenue 
to  wealth  and  consequence,  the  higher  classes  have 
been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  advantages  they  did 
jiot  before  enjoy.  They  have  seen  tlieir  commerce 
freed  from  legal  restraints,  their  articles  of  exjjort 
become  more  valuable;  their  supplies  furnished  at 
a  lower  rate,  and  all  the  officers  of  governmeni:,  or 
other  employments,  laid  open  to  them  as  fair  ob- 
jects of  competition.  The  lower  classes  have 
found  their  labour  more  in  demand,  and  better  paid 
for;  and  their  importar.cc  in  society  greater  than  it 
formerly  was. 

They  are  yet,  however,  from  their  indolence,  ge- 
neral want  of  education,  and  the  great  mixtiur.  of 
"cast"  amongst  them,  in  a  degraded  state,  but  lit- 
tle felt  in  the  aii'airs  of  the  government.  The  stini- 
iilous  now  given  will  operate  to  produce  a  chang-c 
in  them  for  tlic  better,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
will  gradiudly  have  its  effects,  as  their  docility,  in- 
telligence and  activity,  when  called  into  service, 
give  evidence  that  they  arc  not  deficient  in  natural 
or  physical  powers. 

Labor,  as  it  becomes  more  general,  will  become 
less  irksome  to  individuals,  and  the  gradind  acqui 
sition  of  property  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  it  in  such  a  country  under  a  good  government, 
will  doubtless  produce  the  liajjpy  effects  tlicre, 
\s  hich  it  has  luiiibrmly  produced  elsewhere,  and 
more  especially  in  coiuitries  where  the  population 
is  small  when  compared  to  the  extent  of  territory. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  I  may  have  been  led  into 
errors  of  fact,  or   inference.     In  that  case,  I  can 


plead  honesty  of  intention,  and  the  difficulty  of  col- 
lecting  at  a  single  point,  and  within  a  limited  time, 
correct  information;  or  of  .analyzing  that  which  was 
collected,  respecting  a  people  in  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion,  who  are  spread  over  an  immense  country,  and 
whose  habits,  institutions  and  language,  are  so  dif- 
ferent from  our  own. 

I  have  only  to  adil,  that  wc  were  politely  receiv- 
ed by  the  Supreme  Director,  who  made  eveiy  pro- 
fession for  our  government,  and  every  offer  of  ac- 
commodation to  us,  as  its  agents,  which  we  had  a 
right  to  expect,  and  th.at  the  people  manifested  on 
all  occasions  the  most  friendly  dispositions. 

Estimate  of  the  popiilatio  .  of  th".  Provinces  i-f  Bitenon 
^It/res,  Co' dova  'I'.:ai:mn,  Menil-)Z(i  nr  Ciiyo,  and 
Salta,  under  the  ?i<ini- s  af  the  different  tn\u:)s  or 
districts  ^vhich  se'd  le'reaen'-dtive^  to  the  oinrreti' 
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Buenos  Ajres  - 

98,105 

120,000 

250,00n 

CorJova       ... 
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75,000 

75,000 

100,000 

Tuciiiiian 

• 
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45,000 

•20,000 
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• 
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60.000 

Vaile  de  Callauiarca 
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Plata,  or  Choreas 
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t50,000 
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300,040 

Baiida  OrieRtal  Sc  Eiitre 
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NoTK. — It  is  not  understood  iliat  r.ny  part  of  tiie 
province  of  Corrienles,  or  that  of  the  ci'iy  or  dis- 
trict of  Santa  Fee,  is  included  in  this  estimate;  and 
some  districts  of  some  of  the  other  provinces  may 
be  omitted. 

Together  with  the  reports  from  onr  commission- 
ers, were  tran.sinitted  to  congress  the  several  do- 
cuments therein  referred  to,  coinprising  the  folio*: 
ing  papers: 

APPENDIX. 

A,  Funes'  outline. 

1!,  I'He  manifesto  of  independence  by  the  con- 
gress of  Buenos  Ayres. 

C,  Declaration  of  invlepemlence  of  Ciiili. 

D,  Translation  of  various  documents  furnished 
by  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

F,  Provisional  statute. 

F,  Original  reports  of  the  secretary  at  war  of 
Huenos  A^res 

II,  Correspondence  between  Avarez  and  agents 
of  .\i-lig2s. 

I,  Letters  of  An  jgas  to  Piieyrredon. 

.T,  Gorrt-spor.dence  with  the  PorUigtiese  general 

K,  !5ri  ish  arrangements  with  Artigas. 

L,  Original  prize  code. 

*  Probably  the  to-yn  only, 

•f  Under  the  various  names  of  Santa  Cruz  deU 
I  Seirra,  Miijos,  and  Cbequilos. 
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(^W"  again  have  the  pleasure  to  present  a  sup- 
piT.MENT  to  our  readers,  to  dispose  of  a  part  of  our 
stock  of  matter  that  was  in  type.  Another  sh:dl 
be  published  next  week,  to  enable  us  to  give  Dr. 
Funks*  brief  history  of  the  revolu'ioa  hi  South  Ame 
rirta,  a  very  interesting  paper,  accompanying  Mr. 

Uodnet's  r-^port provided,  other  documents,  of 

more  immediate  importance,  are  not  received  in 
the  interim. 

Mr.  SpENCEn's  nEsoLUTroy. — As  the  American 
people  are,  ai  this  time,  mucli  engaged  in  examining 
the  banking  business,  because  they/cf/ tiiat  its  ex- 
cesses iiave  seriously  affected  the  public  prosperity, 
we  have  given  up  a  large  portion  of  this  sheet  to 
insert  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  that  took 
place  on  Mr.  Sfievcers  motion  concerning  the  U. 
Sates'  bank — to  whicii  we  generally  refer  our  rea- 
ders. 

The  time  is  at  hand,  if  not  already  arrived,  when 
Mr  Spencer  will  be  hailed  as  a  fntblic  benefactor  i'lv 
having  agitated  this  subject.     Tliough  his  resolu- 
tion has  been  stripped  of  the  peculiar  objects  of  en- 
quiry aimed  at,  still   the  committee  have  ample 
power  to  make  a  general  report  on  tiie  proceediiig< 
of  the  bank,   as  well  as  whether  the  charter  has 
been  violated  or  not — and  we  yet  hope  that  the 
names  of  our  lords  and  masters — of  the  privileged 
order  ■wit/tin  the  incorporation  itself,  may  be  publish 
«d;  certainly,  the  public  lias  a  right  to  know  them. 
The  present  p-'cuniary  distresses  of  the  country, 
after  its  luxury  and  want  of  Jomest/c  economy,  is  next 
attributable  to  the  United  Slates' bank;  and  many 
men  believe  that  the  severe  pressure  at  this  parti- 
cular time,  is  a  part  of  the  machinery  put  in  mo- 
tion by  this  bank,  to  bear  upon  the  proceedings  of 
congress,  and  induce  that  body  to  grant  relief  to 
the  system,  by  authorising  the  manufacture  of  some 
new  species  of  paper  for  a  national  currency,  and 
thereby  give  room  for  some  new  speculation.    For 
ourselves,  we  are  decidedly  opposed,  (and  we  wish 
it  expliciUy  understood)  to  the  issue  of  any  new 
f^iper  until,  at  least,  that  which  at  present  is  circu- 
lated shall  obtain  a  legitimate  value,  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  its  quantity,  and  a  severe  test  of  its  quality. 
The  rage  for  speculation  which  the   bank  of  the 
United  States  introduced,  must  be  checked.  This 
institution    did   more    to  destroy   regular  business 
than  any  thing  else  that  ever  happened  to  this  coun- 
try; and  the  effect  is  every  where  manifesting  itself 
The  exposure  of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in 
It)  may  tend  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  doings 
in  future.    It  was  wrongfully  begun;  as  though  the 
act  of  incorporation  had  been  granted  for  the  pri 
vate  benefit  of  a  few,  who  miglit  manage  it  as  they 
pleased,  as  their   own  property, — and  hence,   all 
things  were  made  to  beiid  to  a  promotion  of  their 
interest.     This,  by  the  way,  is  tiie  spirit  of  all  in- 
corporated money-makers;  but  it  is  only  lately  that 
the  people  have  fell  it— and  they  must  remedy  it— 
as  well  as  they  can. 

.  '['^f. ''''i''*dtlphia  Gazette  savs  that  a  statement, 
including  all  the  points  of  infortnaiion  called  for,  by 
Alr^  bpencer,  excepting  such  n\\y  as  are  precluded 
oy  the  terms  of  the  charter,  has  already  been  com- 
"later^^'^  ^0  government,  by  the  bank  of  the  U. 

QO^s  there  is  a  proviso  that  the  power  granted 
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to  congress  sliall  no*;  be  construed  to  imply  a  right 
of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  privaie  indlviflual, 
we  sliall  not  then  get  any  information  on  "some  of  he 
facts  mo.st  desired.  The  incorporation  is  on-  'Jiing, 
and  the  individuals  that  compose  it  another!  (Vnd 
thus,  if  the  whole  monies  that  the  bank  has  loaned 
were  loaned  to  one  man.,  to  enable  him  to  make  liia 
speculations,  this  circumstance  is  not  to  have  any 
weight  in  considering  the  general  merits  of  the  in- 
stitution!!! 

We  have  much  confidence  in  the  committee  that 
has  been  appointed  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the 
house  into  effect — and  trust  that  they  will  sift  the 
much  complained  proceedings  of  the  bank  to  'h« 
bottom — that  they  will  see  for  ihennselves.  We 
are  satisfied  that  some,  and  we  hope  that  all  of  t lie 
members  of  the  com-nittee,  will  give  the  utmoat 
lattitude  to  their  powers. 

The  Richmond  Compiler,  speaking  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's original  resolution,  says — it  "falls  short  of 
the  public  complaints  in  two  respec's  at  least.  1st. 
It  has  been  charged  upon  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  that  with  a  view  of  raising  the  price  of  the 
stock,  and  enabling  themselves  or  their  friends  to 
sell  out  at  a  larger  advance,  they  made  a  larger  di- 
vidend at  first  than  their  actual  profits  would  jus- 
tify: and  this  they  did,  either  by  dividing  acertiiti 
portion  of  their  capital  stock  (a  supposition  which, 
by  the  bye  is  very  improbable,)  or  by  the  distribu- 
ting  the  expenses  of  its  establishment  proportiona- 
bly  among  the  successive  half  yearly  settlennents., 
instead  of  paying  and  charging  thern  at  firs i,  as  is 
said  to  be  usual  among  similar  institutions — 3d. 
That  with  a  view  of  saving  the  actual  stockholders 
from  loss,  and  keeping  up  the  price  of  the  stock 
by  not  forcing  it  into  market,  they  have  exemp-ted 
in  Philadelphia,  and  perl«aps  in  some  other  places, 
the  stock  notes  from  that  curtailment  to  whicli  the 
discounted  notes  are  subjected.  These  two  points 
ought  equally  to  be  embraced  in  Mr.  Spencer's 
resolurtions.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  for  the  honor 
and  credit  of  tlie  institution,  that  all  these  com- 
plaints may  turn  out  to  be  unfunded;  though  it  is 
apprehended  that  they  are  not  all  so." 

The  J^ationtd  Messenger,  reprehending  the  ra- 
zeeing of  Mr  Spencer's  enquiry,  demands — "what 
even  forcea  objection  there  could  be  to  such  en- 
quiry; if  it  all  is  as  it  should  be,  would  not  the  bank 
have  been  benefited  by  such  an  enquiry,  and  the 
people  learn  that  the  clamours  against  it  are  unjust? 
certes,  it  would  make  healthy  its  tainted  reputiiion. 
Why  then  is  the    investigation  shrunk  fiom.i' 

And,  after  quoting  the  resolution  as  it  p^ss;d, 
adds — "Here,  tlien,  it  will   be  seen,  that  all    the 
specifications  of  importance  are  thrown  away;  atxl 
it  will  be  found,  of  course,  that  the   bank  has  not 
violated  its  chirter.    Why  such  a  partial  investiga- 
tion? We  blush  for  the  causes.  Thus,  tlien,  all  the 
good  and  wholesome  effects  that  might  have  rc- 
suUed  are  lost,  and  the  bank  will  be  found  to  have 
merely  preserved  its  charter.  We  say  those  are  the 
very  worst  rogUes  wi\o  barely  manage  to  kacp  wiili- 
in  the  pale  of  the  law.    The  enquiry,  under  die  .u-i- 
ginal  resolution,  would  have  excited  the  interest  of 
the  public — under  the  amendment,  the  report  \v\\\ 
have  no  interest      We  wish  it  to  be  disliucily  un- 
derstood, \.\\9X  ^tr.  Speuccr  pressed  liis  resolution 
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v.i!li  all  that  becoming  earnestness  whicli  an  ho- 
nest man  ftels  when  he  is  anxious  to  correct  er- 
I-or." 

K,/iial!zation  of  exchxivge.  Messrs.  D.  W.  and  J 
C  .ntkv,  merchsmls  of  New  York,  have  publicly  :id- 
vt  r\isccl  a  transaction,  as  follows:— Persons  at  Nor- 
f  Ik  nuthorisrd  them  to  draw  at  three  du}S  sight  fbr 
the;tmount  of  llieir  account— tliey  did  so,  and  made 
a  r'(jMc<t  Dial  the  branch  bankiit  Nev/  York  would 
cdUcci  it— which  was  refused;  they  then  sent  the 
(1,:  ft  to  Norfolk,  where  it  was  collected  by  the 
br,.nch  batik  there,  and  a  request  m-ide  for  a  drafi 
on  ll^e  branch  at  New  York,  and  refused,  thougli  a 
prcniituTi  of  o;ie  per  cent,  was  ofFered  for  it.  The 
r.p\'  resource  wns  to  send  to  Nev,-  Yoik  a  check  on 
tlic- jbr»r.ch  at  Norfolk,  certified  to  be  pood— this 
v.;is  offered  in  deposit  al  the  branch  in  New  York, 
sn.l  refu-ec' — and  to  the  question,  if  it  would  be  re- 
c'ived  for  duiie«,  the  answer  was,  that  it  would 
iw)':  but  the  New  York  branch  ottered  to  take  the 
c!ie<;k  for  c  ■Htcn'on,  at  two  per  cent,  discount,  and 
V  o;;K!  pay  ilie  money  for  it  at  the  cxph-ation  of 
about  ten  days! 


Kxpovfcatiou  of  Specie. 

The  fuU'j-MTis  is  from  "a  northern  correspondent"  of 
the  JViitiohul  Int.  Uigenccr. 
The  money  concerns  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sta-.es,  and  of  the  government,  in  natural  con- 
seq'.iencf,  are  not  in  the  most  desirable  situation. 
Thih  fact  must  by  all  be  admitted,  though  it  will 
noi  be  conceded,  by  any,  to  originate  in  a  want  of 
means  in  the  people  or  tlieir  government,  who  are, 
bv  a'd  t!:  eWorld,  allowed  to  possess  the  most  ample 
resonrcfs;  and,  if  such,  as  it  cannot  be  doubted,  is 
the  foCt,  and  the  evil  still  exists,  there  certainly  is 
a  cause  (or  it.  This  is  by  some  ascribed  to  a  want 
ofcirculating  medium,  and  they  have  devised  means 
to  supply  tlie  deficiency.  The  National  Intelli- 
gencer, of  late,  has  had  some  very  valuable  com- 
jnunications  on  this  subject:  by  others  it  has  been 
traced  diiVerer.tly.  The  only  cause,  however,  is,  (and 
ull  who  see,  observe,  and  reflect,if  reflection  be  at  al! 
required,  agree,)  a  want  or  deficiency  rather  of  the 
precious  metals,  gold  and  silver.  Indeed,  it  may 
be  said,  that  if  there  is  a  want  of  gold  and  silver, 
there  is  a  want  ofcirculating  mediurn.  Be  it  so. 
While  bsnk  notes  are  their  representatives,  and  un- 
der existing  laws,  may  be  changed  for  them,  that  it 
likewi.se  should  be  so,  seems  necessary  because  de- 
sired by  the  mass  of  the  pfipulation. 

'lohuve  specie  paid  for  bank  notes;  to  facilitate 
the  collecliou  of  Uie  public  revenue;  to  prevent  the 
V  iclssitudes  in  money  transactions,  that  is,  to  avoid 
the  ebbs  and  Hoods  of  too  little  and  too  much 
monev,  it  seems  but  required  to  enact  a  law  for  tlie 
nation,  of  ap4)arent  utility  in  its  operation,  and 
answering  all  desirable  purposes.  Men  conversant 
i;i  money  operatiors,  ngree  as  to  the  utility  and 
practiciiblli  ly  of  a  law,if  it  were.'euactee!  by  congress, 
to  prohibit  tlia  exportation  of  .'iwimcan  torn,  and 
j;old  and  silver  ttueoineiJ,  except  plate  and  plated 
wares.  The  law  ought  to  be  made  under?proper  pen- 
ailies;  such  as  the  forfeiture  of  the  specie;  the  per- 
gonal puni^Unient  of  individuals  concerued;  tjieirin- 
abiliv  to  obtain  credit  witbthe  United  Slates;  their 
iiuibiiity  to  vote  at  elections,  he;  and,  on  the  clear- 
ing of  a  veisf  1,  the  persons  cleariug  hei-  must  make 
oa.ii  Vliyl  thty  liave  not  e.xporte.!,  and  that  they 
wiii  not  export,  furbidden  coin,  or  uncoined  gold 
or  silver.  The  proof  ag;unst  inlraclors  of  the  law, 
:,,;.v  bcliail  before  t]>e  departure  of  the  vessel,  dur- 
:i  ./Ucr  a:.scncc,  or  after  hcv  r«;fjr:i. 


The  only  objection  to  such  a  law  is,  that  it  will 
be  evaded.  Adnr,it  it,  still  it  will  not  be  evaded  tt 
that  degree  as  not  to  be  higlily  beneficial.  Similar 
laws  liave  pxisted,  and  now  do  exist,  in  all  European 
sovereignties,  wiiii  the  exception  of  France,  and 
surely  would  long  since  have  been  abolished  if  they 
were  not  proved  to  be  practically  advantageous. 
That  infractions  of  all  laws,  even  the  wisest  and 
most  tiseful,  do  occur,  is  admitted,  for  punishments 
are  inflicted  on  the  infractors  of  then.;  but  can  the 
possibility  of  tlie  law  being  infringed,  be  a  good 
reason  against  it.' 

Tlie  advantages  of  such  a  law,  on  the  coTltr.^n', 
are  numero'is  and  striking.  While  it  leaves  tlie 
merchant  full  scope  to  trade  in  foreign  coins,  it 
secures  the  basis  of  the  cir-'ulati-n,  which  can  only 
be  augmented;  it  precludes  the  possibility  of  a  su- 
peraljundance  of  paper  cuireacy,  for  the  banks  must 
liquidate  their  balances  in  American  coin,  or  gold 
and  silver  uncoined;  it  gives  solidity,  and  a  perma- 
nent value  to  money,  and  that  superfluity  and  that 
want  of  it,  which  we  have  so  frequently  experienc- 
ed, will  noi  return. 

If,  then,  on  investigation,  the  law  has  scarcely 
any  objection  against  it,  and  so  many  advantages 
to  recommend  i',  will  it  not  strike  tiie  repres  nta- 
lives  of  the  people  as  advantageous,  necessary,  and 
advisable;  and  will  they  not  deem  it  a  measure  re- 
quired for  the  welfare  of  the  nation? 

It  is  unqnestionably  a  national  measure,  recomi 
mended  by  experience  and  reasoning,  and  loudly 
called  for,  to  the  advancement  of  our  national  pros- 
perity. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  PRECEDING. 

The  idea  of  maintaining  a  specie  currency,  by 
prohibiting  tho  exportation  of  coin,  is  a  mere  mf- 
tnim — like  Blackhead's  essence  of  Pitchforks,  to 
cure  innn'iiblt:  disorders. 

Nor  is  it  a  fact  tiiat  the  "only  objection"  to  tlie 
passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
American  coin,  is,  tliat  it  wmild  be  evaded.  Gold 
and  silver  are  as  fairly  articles  of  merchandize  si 
tapes  and  bobbins,  ajid  their  valve  equally  flttC- 
tuates  according  to  the  demand  for  them.  I'hey 
are  only  the  medium  of  commerce,  without  any  in- 
trinsic virtue  in  themselves,  seeing  that  ten  thoti- 
sand  bushels  of  them  will  iV5t  satisfy  the  hun^ef 
of  one  man.  A  dollar  is  a  dollar,  to  be  sure— and 
80  also,  a  piece  of  tape  is  a  piece  of  tape,  all  the 
world  over — but  it  depends  upon  circumstances  to 
fix  the  relative  worth  of  either  compared  with  the 
other,  and  the  value  of  each  depends  upon  the  de- 
sire to  obtain,  or  the  disposition  to  part  with  it. 
"In  war,  the  lawsas'c  -iient,"  says  the  proverb-^ 
that  is,  in  seasons  of  common  diilicutty  and  com- 
mon exertion,  when  tl^e  preservation  of  a  state  di- 
rectly hinges  upon  the  particular  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals, a  man  must  give  up  or  suspend  the  exer- 
cise of  some  of  his  natural  aind  personal  rights:  in 
peace,  he  claims  the  power  to  do  with  his  own  'vhat 
he  pleases,  provided  he  'leither  r.flicts  upon  nor 
subjects  his  neighbor  to  »j[\  immediate  wrong.  Tiius, 
a  person  may  not  set  fire  to  his  house  in  a  town— 
but  he,  may  do  it  in  tlie  country;  yet  so  far  as  tli& 
common  stock  of  property  is  affected,  the  public 
loss  is  tlie  same.  But  th«re  is  no  rightful  remtdy 
for  it. 

The  examples  of  Etiropean  monarches  are  no 
rule  for  us,  as  they  :,iJect  the  privileges  of  indivi- 
duals. But  if  they  were,  in  respect  to  the  matter 
bciore  tts,  wjiat  dt>they  '.eacti  us.'  Fiai  ce,  w<i  ai* 
.old,  is  the  or.ly  c  lUnlry  fro:n  which  D'e  cX.jortV 
^on  of  coin  is  »oi  prohibiied— Zi:«i  France  n  <•'»«  *"' 
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country  in  which  a  specie  currency  is  common  to  the 
government  and  the  ptoplel — Now  this  seems  quite 
strspgp,  until  we  recollect  that  France  lias  very 
lltiip  piiper  money,  and  that  the  use  of  it  is  chiefly 
confined  to  the  city  of  Paris  and  its  nfeighborhood. 
In  lite  rest,  Dritain,  Rtissin,  Anslria,  Prussia,  &c. 
the  precioas  metals,  instead  of  being*  a  medium  of 
domestic  commerce,  are  wholly  subjects  of  specula- 
iion,  except  in  coirs  of  the  lower  denominations 
and  of  less  com/;arri</t'e  value.  Mucli  more  monfiy 
was  coined  at  tlie  British  mint  within  the  last  two 
years,  than  there  ever  was  at  one  time  in  the  Ui  ited 
States,  and  its  exportation  v/as  and  is  proiiibited  — 
wliere  is  it?  FAght  and  an  half  miUinns  of  pounds 
sterling  were  issued  in  a  new  gold  coin  called  "so 
vereigns,"  all  which  disappeared  in  a  few  weeks — 
"without  in  the  le  tst  facilitating  the  ordinary  trar.s 
action  of  t!ie  natio'  :  and  there  were  also  great  is- 
sues of  silver.  It  is  likewise  thus  in  the  other 
countries  named — simply  because  they  are  inun- 
dated with  a  depreciated  and  perhaps  irredeema 
ble  paper  currency,  which  is  the  mortivl  enemy  of 
a  specie  medium.  And  notwithstanding^,  the  im- 
mense sums  which  England  has  cast  into  the  conti- 
nent by  her  subsidies,  leans  and  disbursements, 
they  are  no  better  off  on  that  account — f(,r,  hy 
mears  of  the  sales  of  htr  goods,  England  not  only 
drew  her  money  back  again,  but  added  to  it  atl 
else  tliat  tliey  had  got  by  any  other  means,  to  ieek 
again  some  new  situation  in  which  it  was  mostde 
sired — as  an  article  of  trade  with  a  foreign  cotin- 
try,  or  to  find  repose  in  the  private  drawers  of  in- 
dividunls,  for  their  own  safety — paper  money  being 
a  legal  tender;  a  state  of  things  never  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  that  country  without  a  revolution 
and  conspquent  reduction  of  the  national  expendi- 
ture. Nine  tenths  of  the  wliole  of  her  enormous 
expenditure  is  of  a  determinate  amount — such  as 
50,000/  to  Mr.  Cobourg,  and  3^,  4,  or  5  per  cent. 
ri,  t'e  principals  of  her  national  debt.  We  may 
j'ecoUect  that  an  attempt  was  made  a  year  or  two 
ago  to  resume  a  specie  currency — which,  after  li- 
terally filling  all  the  jails  with  debtors,  was  aban- 
<loned  as  impracticable.  Whj?— because  the  pro- 
ducts of  .igricullure,  &.c.  were  immediately  reduc- 
ed from  30  to  50  per  cent,  below  their  former  no- 
minal v.ilue,  and  nearly  two  bushels  of  wheal  were 
required  to  pay  tlie  tax  that  one  did  before.  Vivery 
body  knows  iliat  bread  stufts  are  not  allowed  to  be 
imported  into  England,  for  home  consumption,  un- 
less the  general  average  of  wheat  is  at  such  and 
«ich  a  price;  but  every  body  does  not  know,  or  at 
least  reflect,  that  if  wlieat  does  not  produce  such  a 
price  in  the  cnrrencv  of  the  country,  that  the  rents, 
taxes  and  tythcs  cunr.othe  p:iid  This  is  the  natu- 
ral effect  of  the  paptr  nystem — fiction  must  be  met 
.with  ficrio>i;and  tercin  is  tlie  whole  secret  by  whicli 
it  is  balanced  and  prevented  from  kicking  the 
beam.  The  introduction  of  one  hundred  millions 
in  coin  woidd  not  bring  England  bsck  to  a  real 
specie  currency;  because  her  permanent  expendi- 
tures are  built  upon  a  paper  one  of  less  value,  but 
maintaining  an  equal  amount,  whether  paid  in  paper 
or  in  coin.  If  it  were  otherwise,  the  mighty  ba- 
lance i)f  trade  tliat  is  in  her  favor,  would  long 
Since  have  caused  coin  to  supercede  paper,  without 
any  aw  to  prohibit  its  e.^portation.  When  about 
one  half  of  the  sum  which  her  government  now  ex- 
acts of  the  people  is  pentiitted  to  remain  with  them 
—specie  payments  may  be  expected— but  perliaps 
not  before;  and  then  the  paper  system  will  have 
been  shaken  \no  tatters. 

_  Smiilar  efl'ecis  are  produced  by  different  causes. 
*-Din  isj,c;irce  in  the  United  Slates,  and  In  conee- 


quence  of  a  paper  system  too — tut  tliat  sy^:tm  ha-s 
not  grown  out  of  the  demands  of  the  govenuuent, 
and  is  but  partially  connected  with  it,  though  mea- 
sur.ibly  ctiused  by  its  neglect,  of  a  sound  po'-i'l'^il 
economy:  government,  therefore,  may  spply  a  re- 
medy without  hazarding  its  own  existencf;  ui  d  its 
re<juisitioiis  are  so  light  on  tlie  people  as  lia.rdiy  to 
be  f>lt  by  the  great  body  of  tU^m  at  all:  a  teri;po- 
rary  retirement  from  any  one  of  our  nuiDcro-.H  hi?;.- 
uries,  would  satisfy  the  wiiole  demant'..  Uiidtr 
these  auspicious  ciicimstances,  we  ran  he^;;*  y  j),(s- 
sage  from  a  paper  to  a  specie  currency,  and  tix': 
price  of  our  produce  will  ussonti.illy  rcgul.iie  tlie 
price  of  ever-y  thing  else — wliich  is  tlie  very  rf^ 
vers*^  of  the  state  of  tilings  i:i  Great  Uritain,  whereiii 
the  taxes  may  be  said  to  fix  the  prices  wliich  t'ne 
farmer  must  get.  And  as  a  puper  currency  dis;!;;. 
pears,  wc  shall  find  Hiat  sn-cie  will  becoijte  pleiity, 
for  noMKSTic  Kco^o.ur  wiliyarcd  the  balanceof  ira  le 
in  our  f^wor. 

Lf-t  us  strike  at  the  rootof  t!ie  evil  ot  once,  hy 
retiring  fran  the  use  of  suGli/o'ci^-// articlt's  as  :ii  e 
not  p.ecessary  eitlier  to  our  coiiii'ort  or  conveniei-.ce. 

The  China  and  East  I'tdia  trade  may  be  nca;'v 
dispensed  v.'i'd; — supeifue  clotiis  and  many  oih?:- 
items  of /r'/ie  good*,  are  of  no  use  to  us — l-'renoii 
brandy  und  West  India  rimi  are  not  wanted.  ai;d  ih'; 
consumption  of  M'i?ifs  may  be  severely  checlied:— ^ 
ail  witliout  injury  to  any  otie,  except  a  few  dcaie:s 
in  tliem.  This  may  be  done  by  levying  ri^fhtful 
duties  upon  them,  and  so  co-mp,  t  a  SM-A\i<.v\  finJaoii 
among  tlie  people  of  wearing  atu!  ctinsiiniing  vlie 
products  ot  their  own  country.  Fiis'.ion  was  es 
more  tlian  necessity  consumes^-iind  the  tyx  of"  [<■. 
falls  directly  upon  those  who  fdloiu  it.  In  Ictidia;.^ 
a  fashion,  something  is  to  be  gained  to  ever/ 
country  in  which  employment  is  wanted;  but  t!u'V 
who  foUoio  it,  if  a  foreign  fashion,  must  p.jy  t!ie 
cost  of  it.  Thus,  a  new  thing  was  got  up  and  puv- 
tialiy  fashionable  last  year  in  England,  and  in  tne 
present  is  generally  used;  in  the  latter  yeur,  alsc, 
it  is  partially  fashionable  in  the  United  States,  and 
in  thenext,when  it  shall  be  exploded  in  E  'f^huu!, 
if  will  be  in  common  use  in  America.  We  tl:c  i 
serve  as  a  sink  to  r^-ceive  all  the  j/^a/orEnghur'  — 
we  relieve  her  m-'-rchants  of  their  untasl.njuiibio 
goods,  merely  because  fcheh^s  given  us  \he  fashion 
ofthem.  In  thus  tping  tiie  piodiguliiy  f<nd  excess 
of  her  useless  population,  or  hndini^  cn''5e!vc>:  fi 
support  the  mana-uvres  of  her  mariuia.-U:  iug-poli- 
ticians,  we  become  her  ddhlni's  pcj'naps  to  ti.p. 
amount  of  10  millions  a  year,  by  ti'.e  puvciiase  <u>' 
goods  which  we  do  not  want — because  a  few  err  pr\ . 
headed  creatures  make  them  ont  to  b^  /J/.s/i/vjjKi-v.' 

A  liftle  attention  in  the  general  government  to 
these  few  things  ngmed,  togetl.er  vitli  t.he  cx.-un^'-':'. 
of  disiingitislifcd  men  and  women  i.ciing  in  suppori 
of  it,  would  soon  turn  the  balance  of  irade  in  ou;- 
favor,  cause  the  precious  metals  to  flow  in  upon  -.is 
abundantly,  and  be  worth  all  the  Ijivvs  tliat  c:.!i  be 
enccled  to  prevent  the  exporiatioTi  of  coin.  J^et, 
these  articles  be  so  highly  ta.'ted,  that  an  limi  lI 
peisoii  will  not  commudly  wear  or  consume  them— -- 
and  i-uui-ic  se.ntimi.nt  will  suprjort  tlie  upiiro'i, 
that  the  Kien  or  women  who  indulge  in  them  .11  e 
smuggleis,  spendthrifs  or  things  of  ili-i^miu— -/»,-!,. 
vided  that  fcunainy  can  he  made  fa::hitiualjle. 

A  very  iiitclli_^ent  friend  has  observed  to  ri\i\ 
that  if  Mrs.  .Madison  (while  her  husbur.d  Wiis  prt- 
sidcnt  of  ihe  United  Slates,  a.;d  e>jjeciuHy  dui'in^'- 
the  time  of  the  wa'-,)  !ud  direct' d  lier  gje:;t  ir.ilii- 
ence  over  the  f.ishio.iables  of  the  United  iitutes  lo 
the  use  of  dunw-ttic  maniifar'.ui ci,  she  would  iiave 
acquirt'd   ;*  rerviiii,ioii  Buperi;/  ip  Ihiii  vf tUe  ;:,(^ 
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Iher  of  the  Gvacchii,  instead  of  being,  as  she  is 
noNy,  almost  forgotten; — and  he  addeil,  that  Mrs. 
JMoiv'oe  has  also  the  same  power  to  obtain  a  most 
honorable  celebrity,  by  rendering  aa  essential  ser- 
vice to  her  country — encouraging  those  who  visit 
her  to  rlress  in  the  products  of  their  own  land,  in- 
stead of  tamely  copying  the  interested  leadings  of 
a  foreij^n  minister's  wif'^,  as  most  of  Ihem  do. 

It  may  be  roughly  estimated  that  we,  annuallv, 
receive  a  quantity  of  superfine  cloth,  which  costs  ns 

S12,UOO,000 
Articles  of  useless  finery  for  women's 

wear  6,000,000 

French  braidies  and  West  India  rum  to 

the  amount  of  6.000,000 

"\<^ines  3,000,000 

Teas,  and  other  China  aaid  E.  India  goods  5,000,000 

3-2,ooo,o;)0 
■^ow  it  is  easy  to  believe  that  by  heavy  duties  and 

a  ciiang^  of  fashion,  we  might  save — 

In  the  cost  of  our  cloths  6  000,000 

finery  for  tlie  ladies  3,000,000 

"Wliole  cost  of  French  brandies  and  W.  I 

rum  6,000,000 

In  wines  2,000,000 

Te;ts    and    other  China  and    East  Indiu 

goods  '  3,000,0*0 


§20,000,000 
Tv/enty  millions  in  cost  abroad,  is  the  same  as 
forty  rriiliions  received  at  home — and  the  balance  of 
trade  is  at  once  completely  turned  in  our  favor, — 
v/ithout  tlie  least  detriment  to  any  one  but  the 
dealers  in  the  articles  struck  at,  who  are  of  no  con- 
sideration in  the  great  national  scale.  And  by  this 
also,  the  agriculture  and  manufactures  of  our  own 
country  would  receive  an  impetus  which  would 
hurry  us  on  to  the  greatness  that  we  aspire  to. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  these  propositions — they 
l^ionn  the  barsis  on  which  the  British  government 
exists.     If  she  were  liberally  to  permit  the  intro 

duction  of  cotton  goods  from  her  own  possessions 
in  t '.  E.js'  Indies,  of  spirits  from  her  islands  and 
dependencies  in  the  West  Indies,  with  the  barn- 
dies  of  France,  and  many  of  the  manufactured  ar- 
ticles and  agricultural  products  of  several  other 
nations,  in  the  satne  manner  that  ive  receive  them, 
"the  wheels  of  her  government"  would  be  stopped 
in  less  tiian  a  twelvemonth.  And  herein  again,  we 
may  observe  a  very  ditterent  efiect  from  tlie  opera- 
tion of  the  same'principle— that  which  is  for  the 

presei-vation  of  the  government  in  England,  is  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  might  be  partially 
detrimental  to  the  resources  of  government,  in  the 
U.  States. 

The  preceding  was  written  on  Saturday  last— 
and  tiie  National  Intelligencer  of  last  Monday  con- 
tains ihe  following  remarks  on  the  projected  law 
to  prevent  the  e.xpor.atiou  of  coiit,  inserted  abi)ve — 

•To  the  ediims.  Your  northern  correspondent,  of 
the  23  Nov.  has  no.  ..ssigned  the  true  reason  .-^f  oiir 
present  difficulties  in  money  afVairs:  his  remedies  are 
we.ik,  falsely  founded,  and  ineffectual.  Violently 
penal  laws  for  offences  not  immoral,  are  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  laws,  of  policy,  and  of  wisdom:  they  are 
the  obvious  and  ready  resource  of  weak  and  fool- 
ish governments,  and  are  particularly  objectiona- 
ble i:i  commercial  rcgulaUon,  as  they  always  must 
and  will  be  evaded.  The  e.xamples  of  England, 
Spain,  uiid  Portugil,  a'test  how  ridiculously  ineffi 
Cient-sucii  laws  are.  Tiie  true  remedy  js  to  mak' 
gold  antl  Silver  mtn-c  valuable  as  a  currency  than  as 


an  article  of  coTimerce,  and  this  is  to  be  eff'^cted 
by  diminishing  the  quantity  of  paper  money. 

Suppose  that  there  is  now  100  milliois  of  paper 
money  in  circulation  in  the  United  Slates,  so  much 
money  being  necessary  for  that  purpose:  suppose 
twenty  millions  of  it  withdrawn  every  year;  is  it  not 
certain  that  it  would  be  replaced  by  twenty  mil. 
lion«  of  gold  and  silver,  so  that  at  the  end  of  five 
years  the  vvliole  100  millions  wanted  for  circula- 
tion, would  consist  entirely  of  gold  and  silver.' 
This  would  take  place,  because  no  imports  would 
he  so  profitable  as  these  metals;  they  would  be  an 
article  of  ihe  first  necessity,  and,  as  such,  would 
take  the  preference  of  every  other  import.  I  do 
not  propose  that  this  measure  should  be  aiopted 
or  enfn-ced  by  government,  but  leave  the  laws 
open  10  be  enforced  .igainst  banks.  Compel  thera 
to  pay  specie;  let  the  tide  ebb  to  its  proper  level; 
let  commerce  regulate  itself;  the  agony  will  be  over 
before  congress  can  interfere.  Interference  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor  is  always  unjust  and  in- 
jurious. The  evil  will  work  its  own  cure  sooner 
and  better  than  by  anv  legislative  provision  what- 
soever.  '  EBORACENSIS." 

One  other  remark  and  we  shall  have  done.  A 
most  wholesome  operation  is  now  going  on — the 
prudent,  well  meaning  banks  are  generally  with» 
drawing  their  paper  from  circulation  and  thus 
causing  it  to  rise  to  a  specie  value — whilst  banks 
of  other  description  are  rapidly  passing  away.  Spe- 
cie payments  by  the  good  hanks,  are  indispensable  to 
the  merited  deslrvctiou  of  the  bad  ones;  and  we  miglit 
have  no  objection  to  a  law  to  prohibit  the  ^spop- 
tiition  of  all  sorts  of  coin  and  bullion  for  one  year 
and  no  longeh,  provided  it  is  believed  that  a  tem- 
porary aid  might  thereby  be  aflbrded  to  the  re- 
vreneration  which  every  body  acknowledges  the  ne- 
cessity of.  Such  a  prohibition  may  afford  a  momen- 
tary  ease,  or  at  least  inspire  a  certain  degree  of 
confider.ce  in  the  people,  and  possibly  keep  up  a 
needful  degree  of  excitement,  until  the  only  sure 
means  of  curini^  our  disordered  state  of  things  can 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 


Massachusetts'  Claims. 

At  the  opening  of  every  session  of  congress,  we 
hear  something  abont  the  claims  of  the  state  of 
MassachiiseUs,  for  militia  services  rendered  to  the 
United  States  in  the  late  war!  There  is  something 
so  ridiculous  in  this  claim,  that  a  sober-minded 
man  can  hardly  believe  that  it  is  soberly  preferred 
—but,  like  the  affair  of  "Amy  Darden's  stud  horse," 
we  expected  to  be  bored  with  it  for  many  years  to 
come. 

The  Boston  Ceviinef  of  the  4th  ult.  says — "VVe 
confidently  anticipate  that  before  the  close  of  the 
ensuing  session  of  congress,  our  fellow-citizens  will 
see  that  the  claims  of  this  state,  for  war  expenses, 
will  be  proved  to  be  founded  on  justice,  EaciT'i 
and  coNSTiTCTioNAL  iMiiNciPi.ES;  and  will  be  de- 
fended on  that  broad  ground,  by  the  representa- 
tives of  this  and  a  majority  of  the  districts  of  the 
commonwealth,  Alassachusetts  has  already  paiJ 
every  cent  of  those  expenses,  and  congress,  we  can- 
not doubt,  notwiths  anding  all  the  arts  to  mislead 
them.  Will  feel  it  their  duty  honorably  to  remune- 
rate them." 

It  is  truly  astonishing  that  any  one  in  Massachu- 
setts is  so  Wanting  of  that  degree  of  pf-urfe/ice  wnicu 
so  much  chdraclerises  our  eastern  brethren,  as  t» 
meniion  these  claims  at  all.  Every  sort  of  reason* 
.ible  calcidiition  should  induce  them  to  wish  the 
whole  ai'lair  sent  to  oblivion — for  a  more  preposter- 
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ous  idea  cannot  enter  the  brain  of  a  maniac,  than  to 
apprehend  that  these  clainns  ought  to  be  paid  by 
the  United  States,  without  a  wanton  sacrifice  of 
the/)"4^  principle  of  the  confederacy,  which  is,  tliat 
the  power  of"  the  several  states  shall  be  rendered 
subservient  to  the  common  defence,  in  time  of  w  .r, 
&c.  And  if  ever  these  claims  are  paid  by  thf 
United  States,  consistent  with  "justice  and  eqitity" 
or  the  "constitution"  we  shall  be  prepared  to  say 
that  the  bond  of  union  is  as  a  rope  of  sand,  and  that 
the  spirit  which  got  up  the  HARTFonDcoNVKNTion* 
was  an  honest  one.  Uut  we  no  more  expect  this, 
than  to  be  assured  by  ten  thousand  affidavits,  that 
certain  cunning  men  have  contrived  to  domesticate 
sea-serpents  and  use  them  like  liorses  with  yokes 
round  their  necks,  and  bridles  in  iheir  mouths,  <o 
tow  vessels  round  the  world  at  the  rate  of  five  hun- 
dred miles  in  a  minute.  When  this  is  done,  we 
may  believe  ihat  the  Massachusetts*  claim  ought  to 
be  paid — but  not  until  then  can  it  be  paid  with, 
safety. 


Uniform  Bankrupt  Law. 

A  law  to  establish   an  uniform   system  of  bank 
ruptcy,  is  loudly  called  for  from  many  parts  of  the 
United  States.     By  Hie  4th  article  of  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution,  the  power  to  enact  such  a 
law  is  so  expressly  d^'legated,  that  it  seems  k)  be 
almost  imposed  upon  congress  as  a  dutyio  enact  it. 
The  laws  of  the  individual  states  cannot  be  rend> 
ed  competent  to  do  justice   between  debtor  and 
creditor;  and  many  of  them  are  di.sgraced  by  a  mean 
self  interest— localized  for  the  especial  benefit  of 
creditors  resident  in  the  state,  &c.      A  scheme 
certainly,  may  be  devised  which,  compelling  frau- 
dent  men  to  pay  their  debts  or  give  up  their  pro 
perty,  shall  also  relieve    the   unfortunate  debtor, 
and  enable  him  to  resume  his  usefulness  in  society 
The  following  extract  from  the  Federal  Republican 
very  well  elucidates  the  subjtc;  and  makes  it  com- 
prehensible to  every  one: — 

"A  bankrupt  law  and  an  insolvent  law  are  alto- 
gether different;  the  former  is  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  crealtor  the  latter  for  the  benefit  of  the 
debtor.  A  bankrupt  law  is  put  in  operation  by  the 
creditor,  an  insolvent  law  by  the  debtor.  A  bank- 
rupt law  always  provides  that,  upon  the  happening 
of  certain  events,  or  upon  tlie  debtors  doing  cer- 
tain things,  such  as  letting  a  note  lie  over  at  bank, 
shutting  himself  up,  denying  liimself  to  his  credi- 
tor  when  called  on  for  payment  of  a  debt,  abscond- 
ing,  lying  in  jail  a  certain  number  of  days,  and  the 
like;  the  creditor  may  sue  out  a  commission  of 
banki  uptcy,  which  immediately  transfers  all  the 
properly  of  the  bankrupt  to  certain  assignees,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  creditors  generally.  Tliis  imme- 
diately puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  debtor  to 
make  any  disposition  of  his  property,  to  the  preju- 

*When  this  infamous  convention  was  getting  up, 
the  Bosion  newspapers  teemed  with  the  most  vio- 
lent and  indecent  language  that  ever  issued  from 
the  press — very  "unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious 
people"  to  hear.  I  have  about  half  a  bushel  of  ex- 
tracts from  these  and  other  such  papers,  which 
may  yet  be  arranged  and  published  in  a  book,  for 
the  edification  of  posieri.y— for  the  most  christian 
disposition  does  not  require  us  to  forget  such 
taings.  On  one  occasion,  when  a  loan  was  requir- 
ed by  iLe  United  States,  f)r  the  common  defence, 
the  Boston  Gazette,  denouncing  .i.e  war  a'^d  those 
Who  helped  to  cany  it  on,  said  "Letn^ertj  hishrMy 
mnjixid  his  o-m  Hsiols.'' 


dice  of  his  creditors  Such  a  law  produces  care- 
fulness and  punc'Uiility  among  merchi-nts;  c^n;'  out 
of  the  bankrupt  law  has  grown  the  delicacy  of  a 
merchant's  credit— out  of  the  bankrup'  law  has 
arisen  the  idea,  and  the  practical  pri'xiple,  that 
when  a  merchant  suffers  his  note  to  lie  over,  (as 
it  is  called,)  at  bank  a  f.<ilure  has  taken  place;  he 
has  become  a  bankrnpi.  So  that  although,  we  have 
no  bankrupt  law,  yet  weerjoy  some  of  the  benefi- 
cial consequences  of  one,  to  wit,  puncttiali'y  in 
mercantile  transactions.  The  advantages  of  thus 
transfpring,  immediately,  upon  the  slightest  devia- 
tion from  Strict  mercantile  conduct,  id!  the  proper- 
ty of  the  delinquent,  to  the  hards  of  persons  who 
will  preserve  it  f  r  the  benefit  of  creditors,  is  ma- 
nifest and  incontrovertible. 

Far  different  is  the  operation  of  an  insolvent 
law.  The  debtor  has  his  option  wlien  to  put  t^is 
in  oper;  tion;  he  resorts  to  it  only  when  it  suits  his 
convenience,  and  usually  not  till  he  has  got  all 
things  prepared  to  take  the  benefit  of  it,  most  to 
his  own  advantage.  He  may  le'  fifty  notes  lie  over, 
or  lie  in  jail  six  months,  or  abscond,  or  do  any  ihing 
else  his  conscience  will  pr;rmit  1  im  U)  do,  to  de 
fraud  his  creditors,  and  not  one  of  then  can  o'lch 
a  rent  of  his  property,  or  compel  him  to  del'ver  il 
up  for  their  benefit,  until  after  they  have  obtained 
a  judgment  in  due  course  of  law,  and  issued  an  ex 
ecution,  which,  in  the  ^tateof  Maryland,  requires 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  a  man's  life." 

(Ej^But  a  general  bankrupt  law  wouH  operate 
u\ion  incofporations  as  well  as  individuals,  and  he  the 
very  thing  to  shut  up  every  swindling  or  ill-direct- 
ed banking  institution,  cau.«ing  the  whole  face  of 
money-makers  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  of  their 
movements — and  in  preventing,  perfeaps,  the  future 
establishment  of  !%ny  bank  not  based  upon  real  capi- 
tal. Tlie  accomplishment  of  these  objects  is  so 
exceedingly  important,  as  to  overbalance  every 
thing  that  can  be  alleged  against  such  a  law  It 
will  add  to  the  profits  and  facilitate  the  business  of 
good  banks,  and  destroy  the  rest. 


Wavs  and  Me  us! 

LETTEU  TO  THK  EIIITOR  nF  TH1-;  RKOISTEH. 

Sir — I  have  jusi  taken  up  your  Recuster  of  the 
7th  ultimo;  as  one  of  your  readers,  so  far  from  sup- 
posing that  it  is  your  wish  to  destroy  the  banking 
establishments  of  the  United  States,  I  wouM  ra- 
ther assert  that  you  were  parlicularly  friendly  to 
them.  By  raising  a  cry  against  banks,  you  will  ef^ 
fectually  prevent  the  incorporation  of  any  more, 
and  thereby  confirni  the  mon>poly  to  those  in  ex- 
istence, who  will  laOgh  in  their  sleeves  at  your  op- 
position, and  each  will  call  itself  'Hhe  chaste  bank 
which  must  be  preserved  "  T  ::e  rn  ist  rflTectua;  'ay 
to  destroy  the  country  banks  would  be  to  follow  the 
advice,  said  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Franklin,  relative 
to  the  continental  money.  "Instead  of  trying  to  re- 
deem it  as  specie,  which  from  its  quantity  would 
ruin  the  country,  continue  to  make  it  as  long  as  it 
will  pay  for  the  old  rags  and  lampblack;  it  >vi!l 
then  cease  to  circulate,  and  you  will  hear  no  ■»-.'.re 
of  it."  In  the  same  way,  continue  to  establish  coun- 
try banks  until  no  one  will  take  their  notes,  or  un- 
til their  dividends  by  the  division  of  business  nd 
the  scant  circulation  of  the  paper  of  each,  will  be 
less  than  legal  interest;  the  stockholders  -^f  iVe 
bank  will  'hen  settle  their  concerns,  and  dis- 
.solve  t'<i^  ir  constitution  by  umlual  consent,  as  they 
will  make  more  of  their  money  by  lending  it  on  in- 
terest in  the  old  manner;  by  continuing  the  mono*"- 
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P"iy,  you  will  raise  the  v-ilue  of  bank  i;tock  ubovp 
)T".  but  bv  increasing- tbe  rmnber  of  banks,  money 
M'i!^  hr^  wnrt!)  more  llian  bank  share?,  and  you  will 
destroy  the  evil. 

\i  I  nei'lier  hold  bark  stock,  indorse  notes,  nor 
bwc  any  discounted.  I  do  I'ot  personally  feel  any  of 
•1  e-  lidvantflpPB  or  disadvantag'es  wLicIi  are  related 
vp'-iie^ting'  harks.     For  my  private  convenience,  1 
deposite  in  a  particular  bank  (which  pays  in   spe» 
cie  w'lien  demanded)  t!ie  money  which  I  receive; 
anf"!  I  do  not  take  any  notes  r^liich  are  not  receiva- 
ble  there,   and  -.vheTi  I  want  money  I  draw  checks 
on    my    depisi^es  in   that   b.T-.k      1    «m   therefore 
f);dy    acquHiiiled     with    the    co'^fmed    circulation 
which   a   farmer  finc,'ht   to  have,   and  I  am  not  in 
cl.iiij;f-r  of  ruining- myseif,  "by  extending  my  credit, 
turning  speculator,  and  living  by    my  wits"   like 
some  of  rny  unfirMiiiaie  neighbors.  I5ut  there  is  one 
practice  coanected  \vith  hanks  which   I  h;<ve  sus- 
tained loss  from,  and  whicli  I  do  not  recollect  that 
30U    li.ive  mentioned.     A  man  set.s  up  in  business 
without  capiial,  hut  by  means  of  the  endorsements 
ofsoiie  of  his  friends,  to  some  of  whom  lie  is  in- 
d'btei!,  or  of  shavers  who  are  paid  for  their  names, 
lie  Is  e:\ablfd  (.0  have  notes  discounted,  and  to  make 
:i  display  of  money  and  property;  persons  are  there- 
fore inchiced  to  trust  him,  and  he  buys   on  credit 
to  a   great  amount.     If  his   speculation   succeeds, 
lie  is  ,d)lp  to  pay;  if  it  fails,  or  if  he  has  paid  too 
many  old  d^bts,  or  if  t!ie  shavers  h&ve  asked  too 
Tnucli  for  their  names,  he  becomes  insolvent — his 
propi^rty    being-  appropriated  in  the   first  instance 
lo   sa'isfy   th.e  banks   and  his  "Ironorable  engage- 
jnents"  10   his   end  irsers— the  parlies    who   were 
in  tlie  secret  of  his  poverty,   w!io  gave  him  a  ficti- 
ti.'is  appearance  of  property  to  answer  their  own 
pii' poses,  and  who  enabled  iiiintodeceive  the  honest, 
indu.'vrions  and  unwary  citizen.     My  remedy  would 
be,  and  jt  •'."luld  tlsohavche  effect  to  destroy  specu- 
lation and    restore  steady  habits — that  every  bank 
should  be  obliged  by  law,  to  keep  a  bftok  of  bank 
disc'iunts  and  engajjements,  whi'-.h  should  be  open 
to  Use  examination  of  every  applicant,  on  payinj^  a 
tri'"i-i(j  fee,  the  same  as  the  registry  of  mortgages 
stnd  i'l  '.gments,   and   that  honest  bona  fide  dehis, 
bht-uul  he  paid  before  honorable  engagements  to 
those    w!io   have  nssociutcd  with  the  insolvent,  to 
<ibl?in  a  f.lse  and  swindling  credit.     Lei  the  books 
of  b  ii;ky  be  open  to  inspection,  and  give  publicity  to 
:i!l  their  proceedings.     1  am  by  no  means  averse 
from  banks  in  cities,  on  the  contrairy  I  esteem  them 
necessary  for  rommeiciai  and  iwtional  purposes;  but 
the  ciicah'iting  medium  of  the  country  should  be 
j)erifc — we  would  then  have 'a  mass  of  weallJi  in 
More  for  public   emergencies,  which  every  nation 
should  be  provided  for. 
1  am,  sir, 

very  respectfnlly. 
P.  S.  It  i<!  said  that  some  country  banks  have  in 
a  side  way  iniristed  on  persons  nuiking  deposites  of 
monies,  ohtsined  from  directors  on  usury,  and  open- 
mx  bank  accdunts,  before  tlieir  notes  would  be  dis- 
counted, ar.u  that  by  agreement  part  of  the  sum 
discounte.'.',  v^as  to  voir^ain  un'oiiched  in  bank:  that 


stipulation,  that  the  notes  should  be  paid  with  the 
good  paper  of  other  banks;  or  that  the  depreciated 
paper  of  oUier  banks  should  be  paid  to  the  appli. 
cant  at  par,  but  that  it  would  not  after  be  received 
from  him  unless  at  a  discount.  These  practises  fire 
so  base  that  they  are  hardly  credible.  Brt  "thirty 
tyrants  never  blush,"  and  a  man  when  associated 
with  others  will  agree  to  acts  of  roguery  which  as 
an  individual  he  would  shudder  at.  Instead  there- 
for^  of  continuing  a  monopoly  to  such  banks,  let  ug 
rather  adopt  every  lawful  method  to  correct  or 
abolish  them,  or  they  will  completely  demoralize, 
and  ruin  the  country 

CONGRESS. 


IS  to  say,  if  a  note  of  ,^)10L)U  was  discounted,  §250 
were  to  remain  in  bai;k,  by  wliich  they  would  re- 
ceive as  discount  at  the  ra  e  of  eight  per  cent,  per 
annum  instead  of  six;  it  is  also  said  that  when  the 
paper  of  aiiotlier  country  bank  has  been  ofb  red  in 
j>a- ir.ent  of  notes  discounted,  th.'it  it  has  been  re- 
fu'.fd  unless  at  a  discount  of  five  per  cf'nt.  .ami 
that  the  same  piper  when  so  received,  lias  been 
immediately  pjid  out  at  p»r;  and  that  in  some 
cases  discounts  have  been  made  with  the  express 


IN  SK.NATE. 

JS/'ov.  27.  The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  ofricers  of  govemnient,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled  with  six  thou, 
sa.id  dollars  as  the  salary  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
state,  treasury,  war  and  navy  departments,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  that  of  the  at. 
torney  general,  and  four  thousand  dollars  for  that, 
of  the  postmaster  general. 

The  blanks,  (with  the  exception  of  that  fixing 
the  salary  of  tiie  attorney  general,  whose  income, 
it  was  remarked,  did  not  depend  wholly  on  his 
salary,  as  he  attended  to  private  businehs,  &c.) 
were  filled  with  the  sums  named  without  objection. 

As  umerded,  the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the 
other  house  for  concurrence. 

Several  bills  from  the  other  house  were  read 
and  referred, 

J\'''jv.  30.  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  inio  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  present  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  to  provide  for  the  gradual  dimi- 
nution  of  the  number  of  the  judges  who  at  present 
compose  the  supreme  court;  for  the  restrictions  of 
the  functions  and  duties  of  the  judges  of  tliat 
court,  to  the  holding  the  sessions  thereof,  and  the 
other  duties  incidental  thereto;  of  establishing  and 
organizing  a  circuit  court  in  each  state  in  t!ie 
union,  and  of  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
competent  number  of  judges  for  the  holding  of  the 
said  courts. 

Mr.  Bnrrill,  from  the  judiciary  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  praying  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  fine  imposed  upon  him,  under  the  sedition  law, 
in  1798;  which  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Stanford  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

liesolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  tlie  act 
of  the  29lh  of  April,  1816,  regulating  the  curren- 
cy of  certain  foreign  coins  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Unrrill,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  conve- 
nient organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
Staves,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit  judges, 
which  was  read  und  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

IJec.  1  iMr.  Daggett,  agreeably  to  notice  given 
yesterday,  and  leave  being  obtained,  introduced  a 
bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading, 

Mr.  Foi'syth,  laid  on  the  table  the  following  re- 
solution: 

liesolved.  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  in« 
structed  to  encjuire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit* 
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Jng  !h«  exportation  of  the  gold  and  silver  and  cop- 
per coins  of  the  U,  SUttes. 

The  resolution  f)(Tered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Scwford, 
was  taken  up  and  agree^l  to. 

T'.ie  bill  authorising  the  appointment  of  additi- 
onal clerks  for  the  war  department,  was  taken  \ip 
and  or.lered  to  a  third  reading. 

T!ie  resolution  for  tj)e  admission  of  the  state  of 
Illinois  into  the  union,  was  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  house. 

Dec.  2.  Mr.  S'.okea,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 
to-dw,  and  took  his  seat. 

llr.  Goldsborouffh,  from  tlie  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resoUitioa  for  ereciii>g'  a 
monument  over  the  remains  of  general  Wojiiiing- 
Ion,  reported  «  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolu- 
tion, but  containing  precisely  the  same  provisions. 

Mr.  Rvggles  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
luliion: 

Resolved,  That  the  cornmittee  on  military  afTliirs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
msking  provision  by  la*'  for  clothing  the  army  of 
the  United  States  in  domestic  mauuf..c'ures. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  according  to  notice,  having  ob- 
tained leave,  introduced  a  res^Ivtion  pr-posing  \o 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  Sutesso  fu- 
as  to  make  the  mode  of  electing  electors  of  presi 
dent  and  vice  president  of  tlje  United  States,  and 
of  representatives  to  congrCKS,  uniform  [by  dis- 
tricts] throughout  tlie  uaion;  which  was  r.'ad  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the 
«xportation  of  United  States'  coins,  was  taken  up 
ind  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Daggett,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  having  ob- 
♦aired  leave,  introduced  a  bill  more  effectually  to 
pruvide  for  the  punisliment  of  certain  crimes 
against  t!ie  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  comnaiitee  on  pension-s, 
made  unf;.vorable  reports  on  tlie  petitions  of  George 
Stone,  of  John  Brown,  and  of  Lucy  Cottineau; 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  Autliorizing  the  appointment  of  a'iditi- 
onal  clerks  for  the  ■A'ar  department,  and  the  reso- 
lu'ion  autliorising  the  members  of  each  house  to 
transmit  certain  documents  free  of  postage,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  (the  lat- 
ter with  an  amendment  embracing  any  other  mes- 
sage or  documents  whicii  may  be  communicated 
by  tbe  executive  during  the  session,  as  well  as 
those  at  the  commencement;)  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPnKSESTATIVES. 

Tbe  following  is  a  sketcJi  of  Mr.  Spencer's  re- 
marks on  introducing  his  resolution  respecting  ihe 
bank  of  the  United  States,  iiueried  in  the  last 
Keoisteh. 

He  said,  that  it  was  with  considerable  reluctance 
he  had  submitted  it  to  tlie  house;  a  reluctajice, 
liovyever,  proceeding  solely  from  his  inability  to 
dojustice  to  the  subject,  and  not  from  any  doubt 
of  the  necessity  or  ot  tlie  proprieiy  of  the  proceed- 
ing. He  had  waited  till  tliis  day,  in  the  hope  that 
some  member,  wiiose  experience  was  more  exten- 
sive than  his  own,  would  have  moved  tliC  enquiry; 
but,  having  been  in  thi.-;  respect  disappointed,  he 
'iiadfiilt  it  his  imperious  duty  to  do  it.  A»  loi'ie 
authority  of  this  house  to  make  tlie  investigation, 
he  tliought  there  would  be  little  doubt.  If  there 
should  be  any  doubt  on  tlie  mind  of  any  gentleraan 
on  this  subject,  he  referred  him  to  tlie  2od  sec- 
tion of  the  act  establishing  the  bank,  wliich  ex- 
pressly authorized  aa  esaiuiualiou  of  the  books  of 


the  bank,  when  required,  by  a  commiitf'e  of  con 
grcss.  As  to  the  neces.sity  of  the  enquiry  propos- 
ed, lie  presumed  there  were  few  of  thosf  neu"  l.im 
who  were  not  aw.are  of  tli^^  agita'iou  whir:!i  «:xi^t.s• 
in  the  public  mind  on  this  subject,  and  wlio  did 
not  perceive  that,  from  one  end  of  the  coTintry  to 
the  other,  loud  complaints  were  mude''a(rainsv  the 
conduct  of  !he  ofiicers  of  the  ba!.k>4.  It  w.ns  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  state,  Mr.  S.  .eaici,  as  he  did  (  x- 
pliciily  state,  that  he  n<sRnt  to  iniplii-*ie  '.htcr'T-,- 
duct  of  the  biiik  m  no  respect:  on  that  point  I:'- 
hud  formed  noopisnon,  and  woidd  form  nonr,  iKnil 
the  facts  reported  by  the  committee  s!iou'd  ji!.,;iV 
him  in  drawing  his  conclus'ons  on  tie  suijtct  He 
was  neither  hostile  to  the  bank,  nor  par.icuiMiv 
frieudly:  he  owed  nothing  toil — he  was  tlie  pro 
prietor  of  none  of  its  stock,  nor,  thit  he  kne  v  uf 
were  any  of  his  friends.  Hn%  that  ro^pLviims  v\ 
isted  against  the  bank,  he  well  kiievr;  an;!,  wlietlicr 
well  or  ill  founded,  it  was  cq"aUy  due  to  the  na- 
tion  and  to  the  bank,  th;it  a  fair  er.qniiy  sliouM, 
take  place,  and  such  a  report  be  made  aS  would 
shew  iha.t  the  complaints  were  unjn-t,  if  .s  :ch 
should  prove  to  be  the  fact,  or,  ifol!;cr»kis'-,  s'j!;(rd 
exhibit  the  specific  iobtances  of  misronduc.t  wl;lr!» 
the  committee  should  be  able  to  di.-iciver.  'I'lie 
objects  specified  in  tlie  resolve,  Mr.  S.  said,  were 
all  thosp  respecting  which,  to  his  kiiojv  ledge,  com- 
plaints liad  been  made;  and  they  were  subjects  rfr- 
specting  which,  it  was  at  least  certain  that  the  n:>- 
tion  required  information  The  friends  of  the  bank 
he  thougttt,  ought  to  solicit  tlte  enquiry  proposed; 
they  should  be  anxious  that  a  full  investigation 
sliould  take  place,  \nd  that  too  by  a  committee  liav- 
ing  no  resentmeals  against  llie  b.»r.k  to  grntify,  n^^ 
any  feelings  of  friendship  or  attachment  to  bias 
them  against  it— by  a  committee,  depending  on 
their  own  inspection  for  f.tcts,  and  not  on  informa- 
tiouofa  gencrJ  Mature  derived  from  the  offi".e!s 
of  the  bank.  A  f-ill  and  fair  view  of  t!ie  wluile 
subject,  •.has  obtained,  would  be  attended  witii 
the  most  happy  consequences,  to  the  naiion  and  to 
the  bank.  If  it  sliould  be  s'o  .vn  that  immense  dii- 
counis  had  not  been  made  to  particular  persons*, 
for  the  purpose  of  speculation  merely;  that,  by  this 
means,  the  stock  of  the  bank  had  not  been  blowr» 
up  into  a  bubble  which  had  now  bnr.^t;  thut  the 
baiik  had  distributf  d  its  accoramodjitiens  with  a 
view  to  the  accomodation  of  the  community  ratiier 
than  of  individuals;  that  it  had  used  its  best  exer- 
tions to  accomplish,  what  was  one  of  the  oFij-cts  of 
its  establishment,  the  equalization  of  l!if  currcnrv, 
as  fiU'  as  practicable;  if  it  had  done  all  this,  and 
f«irh  endeavored  to  meet  the  public  expeciiiiions 
altiiough  it  may  h-ive  f^iiled  in  thatobjfci,  it  would 
become  an  act  of  justice  to  rally  aronnd  t'^e  insii- 
tution,  to  sustain  and  give  it  credit,  bc(::..u.st  no 
one  could  doubt  tlie  utility  of  such  an  inmuition 
to  the  nation,  if  properly  coinlucted.  \Viu>  ilicie 
observations,  Mr.  S.  submitted  the  resoluwiun  to 
the  will  of  the  house. 

Mr.  M'Lane,  of  Delaware,  rose,  he  said,  not  tt* 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  enquiry,  but  nurtlv  to 
request  time  tp  give  to  the  suiyect  of  the  rt-soh:- 
lion  such  a  consideration  as  its  importance  de-serv- 
ed. It  would  be  recollected  by  the  liouse,  tl;at  u, 
resolution  had  passed  the  senate  durmg  the  l..si 
session,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  ire,\sn!'.'  i<> 
l:iy  before  I'le  cong^ress  a  parucnlar  accoutit  of  i:ie 
st4te  and  transactions  of  the  bunk,  TJiis  rep.jrt 
might  be  expected  lobe  shortly  laid  before  coiv.. 
gress;  and  in  tliat  report  would  perhaps  be  em- 
braced all  the  information  reqnired  by  t'le  resohe. 
Although  rumors  hud  eiwsted,  Mr.  Al'Lanc  suidj 
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1  with  rt g .!■  ^  •  ceiisi!:.  ti  iv^actuxis  in  th*;  ba.ik,  be 
thou  :l):  i.  would  be  well  hot  to  institute  an  enqui- 
ry h  stily  on  the  found ati')n  of  mere  nimor.  lie 
wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  day, 
or  for  a  longer  lirne,  t'wi  the  house  mifjht  have 
linne  to  reflect  on  it.  He  therefore  moved,  that  it 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Spencer  said,  he  had  no  sort  of  objection  to 
this  course,  but  he  hoped  that,  after  gentlemen 
shoul  1  have  reflected  on  it,  they  wouW  be  disposed 
to  '^ake  it  up  and  act  on  it  at  an  early  day. 

Friday,  JVox'.  27  — Mr.  SqU,  of  yirginia,  appear- 
ed to  day  und  took  his  seat. 

On  ir>'-tion  of  Mf.  Jjotvndcn,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  aco^Ti^iltee  be  appointed  to  en 
quir :  whether  it  be  exp°dient  to  make  any  amend- 
ment in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  coins  of  the 
United  States  and  foreign  coins. 

Mr  Spencer  called  for  the  considera'.ion  of  the 
Tesobition  submitted  by  him  on  Tliurs<lay,  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.' 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  to  the  mover  the  proprie- 
ty of  deferring  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
a  day  or  two  longer,  when  the  house  would  be  in 
possession  of  information  on  the  subject  which  it 
had  not  yet  received. 

Mr.  Spencer  not  giving  way  to  this  suggestion — 
The  question  was  taken,  whether  the  house  would 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution?  and  de- 
cided it  in  the  negative — ayes  62,  nays  To. 

On  motion  of  .VI r.  T.  J\f.  AWso?i,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  military  committee  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 
approved  April  14,1818,  entitled  "an  act  regulating 
the  s'.afF  of  the  army,"  so  as  to  do  away  the  offices 
of  surgeon  general,  and  assistant  surgeon  general; 
anl  to  li.tve  two  surgeon  generals,  corresponding 
to  the  office  of  assistant  surgeon  general,  with  their 
presen:  pay,  emolument  and  duty,  who  shall  make 
their  returns,  through  the  adjutant  and  inspector 
general,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  as  they  now  do 
through  the  surgeon  general;  and  that  ihey  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaumnrphiis. 

Mr.  Pitkin  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
bill — the  matter  of  the  disci'ssion,  says  the  National 
Inteliigoncer,  "was  of  a  strictly  legal  nature."  After 
Mr.  P.  hftd  concluded,  the  committee  rose,  and  ask- 
ed .'nd  obtained  leave  to  sit  ag.dn. 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday^  J^ov.  30. — Mr.  Butler,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  m.ijor-generalJdhn  Siark,  [pro- 
viding for  placing  him  on  the  pension  list,  with  a 
pension  of dollars  per  mont',.] 

O;  moiio  1  of  M;-.  .Bu(;er,the  blank  was  filled  with 
the  word  Rtxty,  and,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  t  bird  reading,  7iem. 
con'. 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  house  having  .ngreed  now  to  procceed  to  the 
consideration  of  tlie  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, of  New- York,  a  few  days  ago:  [see  page  226.] 

Mv.  M  Lane,  of  Delaware,  said  he  had  noobjec 
tion  to  t!ie  object  of  the  proposed  enquiry,  though 
he  had  some  objection  to  the  form  given  to  it.  He 
t!)ought  it  contemplated  a  wide-  scope  of  enquiry 
than  was  within  the  power  of  congress.  He  referrrd 
to  the  act  incorporating  the  bank,  and  quoted  so 


much  of  it  SIS  reserved  to  congress  tlif  po  ■■''•v  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  examine  its  books,  &c.  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  bank 
has  violated  its  charter.  He  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween this  power,  and  that  of  appointing  a  com- 
mit'ee  to  inspect  the  books  and  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  this  house, 
and  publishing  to  all  the  world,  all  its  transactions, 
of  whatever  nat^ire.  The  specification  of  the  ob. 
jects  of  enquiry  vas  srj  little  necessary  to  the  main 
object  of  tl.e  i-p'-:okition,  that  it  would  lose  none  of 
its  efl 'ct  by  striking  them  all  out.  The  enquiry 
into  the  amount  or"  discounts  to  a  particular  clas.s 
of  individual.s,  f  )r  example,  he  considered  as  ex- 
ceptionable. The  right  of  lending  money  is  vested 
in  the  bank,  at  its  discretion,  to  wliomsoever  it 
shall  choose.  If  it  h.is  even  exercised  that  power 
indiscreetly,  it  is  immaterial  to  this  house,  with  re- 
ference to  a  violation  of  its  charter,  (t'le  object  of 
enquiry)  to  whom  discounts  have  been  made.  If  the 
house  went  as  far  as  was  proposed  in  this  respect, 
it  should  go  further.  It  should  authorise  a  report 
to  be  made  of  the  names  of  all  tlvose  who  have  ap- 
plied for  discounts  at  the  bank,  and  been  refused; 
and  also  an  enquiry  into  the  character  and  solvency 
of  all  those  persons,  in  order  to  make  that  branch 
of  the  enquiry  effectual.  The  necessary  powers,  in 
this  respect,  Mr.  M'Lane  said,  the  committee  of 
this  house  would  have,  under  the  charter,  without 
a  specification  of  the  objects  of  enquiry:  if  tlie  com- 
mittee had  not,  under  the  charter,  the  powers  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  it,  the  specifi'^ation  would  not 
confer  tJiem.  Since,  then,  the  specification  was 
unnecessary,  and  the  resolution,  divested  of  it, 
would  answer  every  object  the  gentleman  had  in 
view,  Mr.  M'Lane  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
1)1/  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  after  the  -words, 
"violated  or  not"  near  the  beginning,  to  the  word, 
"organization,"  near  the  end  of  it,  inclusive,  This 
would  leave  the  enquiry  as  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  permit^  and 
would  divest  the  resolve  of  its  objectionabie  fea- 
tures. 

Mr.  Spencer  opposed  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr  M'Lane.  As  to  the  powers  of  the  house,  tlie 
language  of  the  resolution  was  that  of  the  charter 
respecting  the  power  of  enquiry  reserved  to  con- 
gress. The  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  a 
committee  of  congress,  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
might  report  whether  the  charter  was  violated  or 
not,  but  were  not  at  liberty  to  report  the  fncts  on 
which  that  opinion  was  founded.  But,  Mr.  S.  said, 
w'.ien  a  power  was  given,  the  means  of  carrying  that 
power  into  execution  are  also  given-  If  the  power 
were  given  to  enquire  whether  the  charter  of  tlie 
bank  had  been  violated  or  not,  it  irresistibly  fol- 
lowed, that  the  power  was  also  given  to  report  the 
facts  which  had  led  to  that  conclusion.  But  the 
gentleman  objected,  that  such  a  report  would  in- 
volve the  exposure  of  private  accounts.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  thought  he  had  not  examined  the  resolution 
with  his  usual  attention;  if  he  wo.uld  read  it  again, 
he  would  find  that  no  private  account,  whatever, 
was  proposed  to  be  examined,  except  the  accounts 
of  the  stockliolder?,  so  far  as  to  the  amount  of  dis- 
counts which  they  may  have  received.  No  enquiry 
was  proposed  as  to  the  balance  of  private  indivi- 
duals' accounts;  none  as  to  their  depasites;  none 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  debts  which  they  may  ""^ 
owe  to  the  bank — but  tlie  aggregate  amount  of  dis- 
counts to  the  individual  stockholders  since  the 
commencement  of  the  operations  of  the  bank.  I  he 
resolution  does  not  imply  that  the  stockholders 
were  not  justly  entitled  to  the  acconimodation  they 
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have  received,  nor  does  itquesLiou  their  solveicy; 
but  the  particular  enquiry  objected  to  is  essential, 
said  Mr.  S.  to  enable  us  to  make  up  our  minds 
whether  tlie  bank  has  acted  correctly  or  not.  The 
objer,t  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  S   went  on  to  say,  did 
not  appear  to   be  precisely  un.derslood,  perh.ips 
owinj!^  io  his  own  ne:,^lect  in  not  more  carefully  ex- 
plaining it.     Its  object  was  two-fold;  to  enquire, 
firstjwhether  there  had  been  a  violation  of  the  char 
tap  or  not;  and,  secon  lly,  wliether  improper  dis. 
counts  had  not  been  made  to  stockholders,   8tc. 
The  mode  of  violation  of  the  charter,  being  pointed 
out  in  that  instrument,  needed  no  more  precise  de- 
finiUon  than  that  contained  in  the  first  clause  of  the 
resolve.     Then  followed,  however,  in  the  re.solu- 
tion,  other  objects  of  enquiry,  regarding  the  p  ir- 
ticular  instances  of  alleged  misconduct,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  public  has  been  directed.     To 
accomplish  tliis  ohjec',  another  power  had   beer, 
given,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.     It  did  not 
follow,  because  the  committee  was  to  report  on 
these  particular  instances,  that  the  committee  was 
to  derive  its  information  from  the  books  of  the  bank 
alone.    There  were  other  means  at  their  disposal: 
ihey  migiit  examine  papers  not  belonging  to  the 
bank,  and  persons  having  personal  knoA'ledge  of 
its  transactions.     An  objection  had  been  raised,  as 
he  had  understocd,  and  to  which,  (though  not  yet 
urged  in  this  house)   he  would  advert,  that   this 
specificution  of  particular  points  of  enquiry  appear 
ed  to  contain  a  censure  upon  the  bank,  or  on  the 
conduct  of  its  officers.  It  was  ntt  so  intended,  M: . 
S.  said;  nor  did  be  think  such  an  infere?»ce  could 
be  fairly  drawn  from  the  words  of  ihe  resolve.     It 
embraced  some  points  of  enquiry  involving  no  mis- 
conduct in  their  result — that,  for  example,  respect- 
ing the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  pay  specie  for  che 
notes  of  its  branches.  Sec.     There  were  few  who 
would  say  that  that  measure  was  an  evidence  of 
misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  much  less  that 
it  was  a  violation  of  its  charter;  because  such  a 
measure  may  have  been  necessary  and  unavoidable 
in  the  present  state  of  the  money  concerns  of  the 
country.     The  resolution  was  not  intended  to  con- 
vey charges  against  the  bank,  but  to  embrace  all 
the  topics  respecting  which  the  public  mind  had 
been  agitated,  and  to  obtain  a  report  thereon  from 
&  respectable  committee  of  this  house.     As  to  the 
facts  which  rendered  such  an  enquiry  necessury,  it 
had  been  suggested  that  a  mere  general  rumor  was 
not  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this  house  to  act 
upon.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  meant  to  be  understood 
as  having  introduced  tliis  resolution,  not  under  the 
influence  of  a  general  rumor  merely,  but,  as  he  now 
■  stated,  he  had  individual  information  which  left  to 
•ihim  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  must  of  the  allega- 
tions which  he  had  heard  on    this  subject.     With 
respect  to  the  fact  of  the  payment  of  t!ie  second 
instalment  by  discounts  to  the  stockholders,  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  a  committee  of  this  house, 
and  now  on  iis  files,  established  that  fact;  and  from 
the  circular  letters  of  the  cashiers  of  the  bank  and 
Its  branches,  published  for  information  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  he  had  evidence  of  the  refusal  to  pay  the 
notes  of  tile  bank  or  branches,  except  where  issued. 
There  seemed,  therefore,  to  be  sufficient  informa- 
Von  to  authorise  an  enquiry— sufficient  at  least  to 
induce  a  belief  that  there  was  something  to  excite 
the  agitation  which  all  knew  to  exist  in  the  public 
jnind.    It  had  indeed  appeared  to  him  to  be  due 
jrom  him  to  the  house,  to  state  what  charges  he 
«ad  heard  agiiinst  the  bank,  and  what  were  the  ob- 
jects to  whicii  he  was  led  to  direct  the  enquiries 


.tlsa,  to  let  the  »vmk  and  the  community  know  to 
What  objects  the  enquiry  was  pointed.  He  coukl 
see  no  harm  from  the  specific  designation  of  the 
objects  of  i!.ie  enquiry;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
said,  good  might  be  anticipated,  for  the  reasons 
aireidy  stated  With  tl.-ese  views,  he  could  nojt 
assent  to  the  .-nodification  proposed,  and  should  feel 
it  to  be  his  du'y  -^o  vote  against  it. 

Mr-.  Loiondes,  of  South  Carolina,  commenced  his 
reni^rks  in  fav«r  of  the  proposed  amendment,  by 
saying  that  he  should  not  vote  for  it  from  any  ap- 
prehension of  defect  of  power  in  the  house  to' pro- 
secute  the  enquiry  in  the  terms  proposed.     Hp  had 
■10  doubt  of  ihe  p^wer  of  the  house,  if  the  public 
interest  required  it,  to  direct  a  committee  to  m:<ke 
such  a  report.     Me  decidedly  objected,  however, 
to  the  specifications  proposed  to  be  stricken  out' 
on  the  ground,  that,  if  retained,  the  inference  would 
follow,  that  certain  allegations  were  therein   em- 
braced, the  truth  of  which  being  confirmed  by  en- 
quiry, the  censure  of  congress,  if  not  the  penalty 
due  to  a  violation  of  the  charter,  would  follow  of 
course.     If  a  committee  should  be  directed  to  en- 
quire whether  the  bank  has  violated   its  charter, 
an  !  particuliirly  whether  it  has  paid  its  instalments 
by   discounts,  &c.   &c:  the  impression  would  be 
made  on  the  mind  of  every  man  that  the  commit- 
tee had  nothing  to  do  but  ascertain  these  fiicXs,  to 
prove  ;he  charter  of  the  bank  to  have  been  violated. 
It  did  not  comport  with  jusdce,  nor,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
thought,  the  dignity  of  the  hotise— in  a  case,  too, 
when   the  gentleman  himself  knew  the  principles 
involved  to  be  susceptible  of  much  argument  and 
discussion  for  and  against  them— to  force  the  pub . 
lie  mind,  as  it  were,  to  the  conclusion  that,  certain 
fiicts  being  proved,  the  charter  of  the  bank  will  be 
proxedto  have  been  violated.     Therefore  he  was 
in  fnvor  of  excluding  the  specifications.     With  re- 
gard to  tiie  objects  of  them,  he  had  no  oojectioii 
whatever  to  an  enquiry  on  those  and  all  others  that 
might  be  suggested.     The  nation,  said    he,  has  a 
deep  interest  in   the  conduct  and  management  of 
'he  bank;  oar  duty  to  the  people  whom  we  repie- 
sent,  the  national  interest  as  owners  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  stock,  its  interest  in  the  revenues  being 
wholly  piiyable  in  the  notes  of  that  bank,  will  jus- 
tify us  in  a  constant  and  vigilant  attention  to  its 
proceedings.    If  there  had  been  a  doubt  whether 
the  conduct  of  the  bank    had  been   proper  or  not, 
Mr.  Lowndes  said,  the  house  w<ts  fully  justified  in 
investigating  into  the  fa«ls,  and  enquiring  whether 
abuses  had  been  committed  or  not.     Such  an  inves- 
tigation he  considered  at  present  not  only  interest- 
ing to  the   public,  but  necessary    to    the   bank. 
Many  imputations  had   been  thrown  on  the  bank, 
the  result  of  disappointed  expectations,  where  the 
expectations  themselves  had  been  unrcaso'nable,and 
it    was  the  interest  of  the  bank  that  a  full  enquiry 
should  take  place,     llecurring  to  the. observation 
of  the  efliect  of  the  specifications  in  the  resolutioti 
would  have  on  the  public  mind,  Mr.  Lowndes  said, 
whilst  he   would  therefore  exclude  them  at  the 
same  time  voting  for  an  enquiry  in    its  broadest 
.shape,  he  would  remind  gentlemen  of  some  cir- 
'cumstances  connected  with  the  contents  of  there- 
solve.  The  mover  of  it  had  himself  referred  to  a  re- 
port made  by  a  committee  of  this  house  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  by  dis- 
counts— a  report  made   at  a  time   when,   if  that 
course  hid  been  wrong,  it  was  in  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  have  prevented  it.     The  fact  of  a  general 
regulaUon  having  been  adopted   for  discounting 


.    lae  comraiitee.    It  had  .appeared  lo  him  proper,  1  notes. for  pajjmtnt  of  the  second  iftst.^lment,  was  ac 
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knowledged  to  tlie  committee  who  yet  reported  to 
lliis  house  a  recommendation  that  the  committee  be 
tljscharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Mr,  Lowndes  said  he  would  now  enter 
into  an  invesu^^ation  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank  on 
that  occasion;  his  impression  at  the  time  had  been, 
that  tlie  arrangement  was  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
Tiily,  by  facilitating  and  expeditir>g  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  bank,  &c.  but  that  it  was  an  imprudent 
one,  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  that  institution, 
whose  object  it  should  be  to  adhere  to  the  very  line 
of  their  duly,  as  pointed  out  by  the  charter.  The 
point,  however,  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house,  was,  that  when  the  corrective 
and  remedy  were  in  their  hands  if  the  act  was 
wrong,  a  committee  having  been  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  it,  and  having  reported  the  fact,  the 
Iiouse  liad  not  iliought  proper  to  interfere  at  all  in 
the  business.  Under  these  circumstances,  said  he, 
it  would  be  harsh  indeed,  at  this  late  hour,  availing 
ourselves  of  the  new  lights  which  experience  has 
atibrded  us,  to  censure  the  bank  for  having  done 
that  lo  which,  at  the  time,  we  tacitly  consented.  A 
disilnction,  of  course,  must  be  drawn  between  the 
second  and  third  instalments,  in  regard  to  the  mode 
of  p.iyment:  the  payment  of  the  latter  by  notes, 
discounted  for  that  purpose,,  every  body  antici- 
pated. The  bank  was  tlien  in  full  operation,  dis- 
counting all  good  paper  offered  to  it,  and  could  not 
he  expected  to  pass  a  law  of  exclusion  in  regard  to 
its  own  stockholders,  who  had  as  fnir  a  claim  at  least 
as  others  to  accomrcodation:  indeed,  there  ne\'er 
perhaps  had  gone  a  bank  into  operation  in  which  the 
same  thing  had  not  occurred;  it  was  therefore  ex- 
pected of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  regard 
to  the  third  instalment  on  its  stock,  and  could  T:ot 
be  considered  as  forming  a  ground  of  complaint 
against  it.  Another  specific  object  of  the  enquiry 
v/as,  whether  the  bank  or  its  branches  had  sold 
draughts  and  received  a  premium  thereon.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  stated,  with  great 
candor,  as  he  understood  him,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  an  imputation  on  the  bank  tiiat  it  had  re- 
fused to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  at  any  other  branch 
than  that  from  which  they  issued;  and  that  he 
therefore  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  the  bank 
ought  to  have  made  its  paper  and  that  of  its 
brandies  payable  indifferently  at  the  bank  or  at 
any  and  all  its  branches.  Co  ineeted  very  closely 
with  this  subject,  Mr.  L  said,  was  the  practice  of 
selling  drafts  on  distant  banks  for  a  premium.  He 
knew,  he  said,  that  much  of  the  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  proceeded  from  the  disap- 
pointment of  an  expectation  that  it  would  emit  and 
sustain  a  currency  which  should  be  of  equal  value 
throughout  the  union;  and,  it  might  be  of  some 
importance,  as  many  members  of  the  present  con- 
gress were  not  members  of  the  last,  to  advert  to 
circumsiances  which  proved  that  the  expectation 
referred  to  was  never  entertained  in  this  hoHse  at 
the  time  the  bank  was  incorporated.  The  congress 
v.'hich  preceded  that  by  which  the  bank  was  estab- 
lished, Mr.  L.  said,  had  undor  its  consideration  a 
bill  for  establishing  a  bank,  one  clause  of  which  did 
proviii*  that  the  bank  and  all  its  branches  should 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  notes  of  each  other;  by  which 
means,  if  practicable,  the  paper  of  all  would  have 
been  every  where  of  an  equal  valuo.  Tiiat  clause, 
however,  was  not  inserted  in  the  bill  which  actual- 
ly passed.  If  tliere  were  no  oLher,  tiiis  would  be 
sufficient  proof,  from  the  records  of  the  house,  that 
it  was  not  expected  that  a  currency  that  should  be 
every  where  of  e-qyal  value  would  be  established. 


But,  further— in  the  act  incorporating  the  b«nk, 
there  is  a  provision  that,  the  bank  shall  charge 
nothing  to  the  government  for  difference  of  ex- 
change. Was  this  not,  Mr.  Lowndes  asked,  posi- 
tive proof  that  it  was  expected  that  the  bank 
would  charge  in  some  cases  the  difference  of 
exchange?  Was  it  not  proof,  that  it  was  tlie  ex- 
pectatioH  of  the  framers  of  the  law,  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  would  result?  He  would  not 
enter  at  all  into  the  general  question,  whether 
it  would  or  would  not  be  possible  for  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  to  equalize  without  great  loss, 
the  exciiange  between  different  sections  of  the 
country,  if  by  their  charter  they  were  bnund  to 
do  so.  If  it  were  practicable,  it  would  bf  evea 
now  their  interest  to  do  if;  but  ^r.  C.  said,  he 
believed  it  would  be  wholly  impracticable.  The 
question  was  not,  however,  whether  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  effect  it, 
whether  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  or  to 
the  institution,  but  whether  the  bank  was  bound  lo 
eflect  the  object.  The  exclusion  of  the  clause 
having'  this  object,  after  it  had  been  included  in 
a  like  bill  before  congress,  at  the  preceeding 
session,  and,  in  addition,  the  express  exceptioa 
of  the  government  from  all  charge  for  difference 
of  exchange,  shewed  that  it  was  not  expected 
of  the  bank.  If,  however,  he  were  to  go  into 
the  discusssion  of  the  practicability  of  establish- 
ing a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value  ia  every 
part  of  the  country,  it  would  appear  not  only 
that  in  the  reason  of  the  thing  it  was  not 
practicable,  but  experience  also  would  shew  that 
in  a  large  empire  it  is  visionary  to  look  for  it.— 
Even  in  England,  as  gentlemen  well  knew,  when 
the  bank,  paid  in  specie,  the  value  of  a  bank  note 
the  different  parts  of  the  country  was  not  the  same. 
There  was  a  settled  rate  of  exchange  between  Edin- 
burg  and  London,  and  between  all  the  impor'aut 
towns  in  Great  Britain:  and  the  bank  of  England, 
with  every  advantage,  improved  by  an  hundred 
years  of  experience,  had  never  been  able  to  accom- 
plish that  object.  The  enquiry,  however,  was  not 
whether  the  object  was  practicable  or  possible, 
but  whether  the  bank  was  bound  to  effect  it;  and 
he  had  shewn  that  it  was  not.  Objections  of  a  si- 
milar nature  might  b©  urged  to  most  uf  the  speci- 
fioations  in  the  resolve;  but  it  was  sufficient  to  say 
that,  if  necessary,  the  cpmmittef,  Under  the  ge- 
neral terms  of  eoquiry,  would  feel  themselves  at 
liberty  to  enquire  and  repi^rt  on  any  of  the  points 
in  question;  that,  no  additional  power  could  be 
conferrred  on  the  committee  by  descending  to  par- 
ticulars; and  that,  to  retain  the  specification  might 
produce  an  impression  that  the  house  bad  deter- 
mined certain  facts,  if  proved,  to  be  conclusive 
against  the  bank,  whilst  the  house  had,  in  fact,  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  upon  them.  There  was  another 
objection,  of  a  different  kind,  to  the  terms  of  the 
resolve  as  it  now  stood:  that  it  specified  certain  ob- 
jects, to  which  it  in  a  manner  thus  limited  the  pro- 
posed enqwiry,  whilst,  in  his  opinion,  there  were 
many  facts  not  referred  to,  equally  if  not  more  im- 
portant to  the  bank,  and  to  the  pu'-)lic  interests, 
than  tliose  which  were.  Without  justifying  or  cen- 
suring the  conduct  of  the  banks,  without  express- 
ing, in  a  parenliicsis,  or  by  inuendo,  an  opinion  un- 
f.uorable  to  it,  Mr.  L.  said  he  tliought  it  would 
be  proper  to  institute  a  committee  of  enquiry,  and 
leave  them,  on  their  own  responsibility,  to  settle 
the  principles  on  wliich  they  should  proceed  in  it 
and  to  report  accordingly.  He  was  in  favor  of  leav. 
uig  the  commiuec  wholly  unfettered,   except  by 
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their  own  opinion  or  what  was  required  by  the  pub- 
lic Rood;  and  therefore  hoped  the  amendment 
vcHild  be  agreed  to.  „    ,     ,         rrr  ..„, 

Mr,  Sl'enccr  again  arose.  He  took  a  diHerent 
view  of  i«is  own  motion  from  that  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  who  bad  preceded  him. 
The  first  branch  of  it  embraced  a  distinct  sub- 
stantivc  objsct  of  enquiry,  wiiether  the  bank  has 
violated  i"»  charter:  the  resolution  then  recited 
dher  objects  of  enquiry,  on  which  inform:ition  was 
desirable,  by  which  the  house  mi^ht  be  induced  to 
exercise  or  refrain  from  exercising  its  discretion 
4)f  requesting  a  removal  of  the  directors  on  the 
part  of  tlie  United  States,  &.c.  After  denying  that 
the  enumeration  of  objects  limited  the  range  of 
tnqtiiry  to  the  committee,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to 
notice  the  observatl'm  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  that  he 
<Mv.  S.)  had  admitted  that  the  bank  was  not  cen 
surable,  perhaps,  in  the  present  state  of  the  cur- 
rencv,  for  not  paying  specie  for  the  notes  of  its 
branches,  &c.     I  might  have  proceeded,  said   Mr. 

5.  and  perhaps  ought  to  have  remarked,  that  iv 
was  a  proper  subject  of  enquiry,  how  far  the  state 
ofthc  currency  referred  to  has  been  produced  by 
the  bank  itself.     So  far  as  he  h»d  understood,  Mr, 

6,  said,  at  the  time  the  bank  was  chartered,  hiud 
complaints  were  made  against  the  state  banks,  thnt 
they  had  issued  a  large  amount  of  notes  without  a 
specie  basis,  which  had  of  course  ceased  to  circu- 
late out  of  their  immediate  vicinity,  exct-pt  tt  a 
great  rate  of  depreciation.  This  instiiuiion  was 
established  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  was  founde' 
on  a  basis  of  specie  and  of  public  debt,  so  soliii 
thitit  Was  supposed  it  would  never  be  distressed 
for  the  means  of  paying  its  own  notes,  but  ^*culi 
be  ahvi,ys  able  to  sustain  the  currency  as  well  as 
the  credit  of  the  country.  Rut,  instead  <>f  cor- 
recting the  evil,  the  b^nk  had  pursued  t!)e  same 
course  (as  he  understood  it)  as  the  state  banks, 
and  made  thii^gs  worse  than  they  were.  Instead  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  public  debt,  ii  had  received, 
in  payment  of  its  instalment:,  the  credit  of  indivi- 
duals as  tlie  basis  on  which  to  issue  its  notes  and 
carry  on  its  operations.  How  far,  therefore,  the 
present  state  of  the  ciirrency  was  attributeble  to 
this  institution  itself,  Mr,  S.  said,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  answer.  He  wished  for  f^cts  to  enable 
binn  to  decide.  Whatever,  Mr.  S.  further  sai.l,  had 
been  the  expecation  in  congress  at  the  time  of 
pjssing  the  bank  law  respecting  the  establisUment 
by  it  of  an  uniform  national  currency,  the  fact  was 
otherwise  with  the  public;  and  it  became  proper 
for  him  to  shew  on  what  grounds  the  public  ex 
pectation  rested.  The  first  document  on  the  sub 
ject  to  which  he  referred  was  the  message  of  pre- 
sident Mudison  to  congress,  of  December  5;h,  1815, 
in  which  the  establishment  of  a  bank  was  suggest- 
ed as  the  means  of  restoring  the  currency  of  the 
country  from  its  disordered  state;  and,  next,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  annua!  report  of  Mr.  secretary  Dal 
las,  about  the  same  period,  wherein  he  proposed 
the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  as  the  means 
«f  establishing  an  uniform  national  currency.  With 
these  induce;f\ent8  before  them,  congress  had  pas- 
sed the  law,  and  it  was  not  witbonttreason  the  pub- 
lie  expected,  from  what  had  been  predicted  of  if 
Ottt  ot  congress,  if  not  on  tliis  door,  tiiat  tlie  bank 
would  be  llie  means  of  establishing  an  uniform  na- 
tional currency.  He  had,  however,  been  informed 
By  many  who  were  members  of  congress,  that  the 
only  <:onsideralion  which  had  induced  tiiem  to  vote 
for  the  bill  for  establishing  the  bunk,  was,  that  it 
w«8  expected  to  restore  an  uniform  national  cur- 
-rencj',    Thus  much,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  neces- 


sary to  state,  to  justify  that  part  of  the  enquiry 
which  relates  to  the  fact  of  the  bank's  having  refn- 
sed  t9  redeem  with  specie  the  notes  of  its  branch- 
es.Stc.  Because,  if  the  fact  were  so,  the  commit- 
tee would  enquire  whether  it  was  owing  to  causes 
not  within  the  control  of  the  bank,  or  to  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  latter.  This  enq  liry,  he  said,  was 
properly  embracf-d  in  the  resolu'ion,  although  it 
did  not  goto  cstabiis4i  the  fact  ofa  violation  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank.  Taere  were  remedies  in  tlift 
power  of  government  to  correct  any  misconduct 
short  ofa  violition  of  its  charter  en  the  part  of  the 
bank:  it  was  in  the  power  of  congress  to  rtqueat 
the  removal  of  the  directors;  to  direct  the  depo- 
sitesof  the  governmer>t  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
Uank.or  to  declare  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  should 
no  longer  be  received  in  payment  of  duties,  'i'here 
was  therefore  abundant  reason  for  enquiry  into  any 
particular  misconduct  of  the  bank,  though  it  should 
not  amoimt  to  a  violation  of  its  charter. 

Mr.  JM-d.mdes  made  a  few  other  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  amendment;  among  which  was  this:  tliat  he 
could  not  concoive  what  greater  power  any  commit- 
tee could  desire  over  a  Bank,  than  a  carte  blanche  to 
examine  into  its  whole  proceedings. 

The  question  huving  been  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendiueut,  v.'as  decided  in  the  affirmative,  85  ayes, 
61  noes. 

Mr.  Lo~.ondes  then,  to  make  the  inquiry  as  com- 
prehensive as  possible,  moved  to  iiisei-t,  after  the 
words  "Bank  of  the  United  States,"  the  words  "to 
report  theremi"  the  bearing  of  which  the  reader  will 
see. 

Mr.  .S/icTjcer  suggested  adlflerent  amendment,  for 
directing  the  connuittee  also  to  inquire  into  tlie  in- 
stances of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  or  of  any  of  its  Ofhces  of  Discount  and 
Deposit. 

Mr.  Lo^mdef!  said  he  prcfcn-ed  his  own  motion, 
since  tliat  of  Mr.  S.  would  convey  an  imputation  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Directors,  when  it  was  only  the 
object  of  the  house  to  inquire  what  that  conduct 
hatl  been. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lowndes  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Harbour,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  so 
much  of  tlie  resolution  as  amended,  as  gives  leave 
to  the  committee  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Fhiladeljdiia; 
wliich,  it  appeared  to  him,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
retain.  With  respect  to  an  inspection  of  the  books 
of  the  Ba-nk,  if  tiie  necessary  books  could  not  be 
brought  here,  he  should  siqipose  the  House  might 
safely  I'ely  on  transcripts  made  by  the  ofhcei-s  of  tlie 
Bank,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Directors  gene- 
rally, of  whom  five  were  appointed  by  the  United 
States.  He  would  not  say  that  he  would  refuse  to 
agree  to  such  a  proposition,  if  he  was  convinced  it 
was  absolutely  necessary;  but,  until  he  was,  he 
thought  it  would  couiport  better  with  the  usual  man- 
ner of  proceeding  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  have  a  transcrijit  from  the^books  brought 
here,  rather  than  that  the  committee  should  tnivel  to 
where  the  books  are, 

Mr.  Tcrvii,  of  Cont.  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  to,  as  it  would  defeat  the  object  of 
the  resolution.  In  the  first  place,  the  hooks  were 
not  in  the  keeping  of  the  Directors— -they  have  a 
right  to  inspect  the  books,  but  they  are  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  C:'.s!iicr.  TJie  books,  he  said,  could  not 
be  brought  here,  because  they  were  wanUd  evti-y 
day  and  every  hour.  As  to  in.iking  transcripts  ot 
tlie  books,  tlxit,  he  said,  would  indeed  be  -An  Her- 
culean t.a.sk.  It  would  be  impossible  to  make  the 
transcripts  within  a  reasonable  time.  It  would,  be- 
sides, be  imposing"  a  hardship  on  tlie  Bank  ot  t£«-- 
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United  States,  to  send  its  books  here  and  keep  them 
here  the  necessary  time,  so  long  almost  wholly  in- 
terrupting the  business  of  the  bank.  He  thought 
the  object  of  tlie  resolve  could  not  be  attained  so 
readily  in  any  other  way  as  by  an  inspection  of  the 
books;  for  which  purpose,  it  appeared  to  liim,  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  the  committee  should  go  to 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Spencp.r  considered  the  part  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  as  the  essence  of  the  resolution.  It 
amounted,  after  all,  only  to  a  leave  to  the  committee 
to  go  to  Pliiladelphia  if  they  should  think  it  neces- 
sary. Since  an  inspection  of  the  books  of  the  Bank 
was  the  oiiject  of  the  resolve,  the  question  which 
presented  itself  was,  whether  it  was  better  to  bring 
the  books  here  or  to  go  to  the  books.  If  they  were 
brought  liither,  independent  of  the  consequent  sus- 
pension of  the  business  of  the  Bank,  the  labour  of 
the  committee  would  be  unusually  increased  by  the 
confusion  in  wliich  they  must  be  brought,  and  tiie 
difficulty  of  afterwards  arranging  them.  In  regard 
to  transcripts,  the  great  labour  of  making  them  out 
of  the  question,  it  seemed  hardly  fair  to  call  on  the 
irentlemcn  implicated  for  the  evidence  of  their  own 
condemnation.  How  far  others  v.ould  be  satisfieil, 
said  Mr.  S.  I  know  not — but,  for  myself,  I  should 
!iot  be  satisfied  with  any  transcript  from  the  booksj 
not  that  I  would  impeach  the  integrity  of  those  who 
would  have  to  make  them,  but  that  it  \x\\\  take  so 
Ion""  as  to  defeat  the  inquiry  altogether.  It  was 
due  to  the  Bank  as  well  iw  to  the  nation,  tiiat  the 
inquiry  should  be  so  conducted,  as  that  there  shoidd 
be  no  pretence  for  any  doubt  of  the  entire  correct- 
Tjess  of  the  facts  which  the  committee  should  report. 

Mr.  Lo-wmks  said,  if  there  M'as  to  be  an  inspec- 
tion of  tlie  books  of  tl>e  Bank  at  all,  it  could  only 
lake  place  where  the  books  were.  He  m  ished  for 
his  part,  that  the  investigation  should  be  as  close  as 
possible,  that  no  doubt  should  possibly  be  left  on  tlie 
subiect  upon  the  mind  of  any  one.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  the  committee  should  go  not  only  to 
Philadelphia,  but  that  they  should  afterwards  repair 
to  the  cUfferent  places,  in  succession,  where  branch- 
es were  estabUshed.  He  had  no  objection,  there- 
fore, to  give  all  necessary  powers;  but  he  wished 
to  give  no  more  power  than  was  necessary,  and 
should  have  preferred  withholding  the  leave  to  go 
to  Philadelphia  until  the  committee,  finding  it  ne- 
cessarv,  in  the  course  of  their  investigation,  should 
ask  for  it.  This,  he  believed,  had  been  tlie  usual 
cour.se  in  every  case  heretofore  in  which  such  pow- 
ers had  been  granted.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
for  the  amendment,  with  the  determination,  if  the 
committee  should,  in  the  progress  of  their  inquiry, 
think  it  necessary  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  vote  for 
granting  to  them  the  necessary  leave. 

M  r.  Spencer  demanded  the  Yeas  and  Nays  on  this 
■motion.  Unless  the  committee  had  adequate  pow- 
ers to  obtain  the  oljject  in  viev.,  the  resolution  was 
mere  waste  paper.  What  means  would  they  have 
here  of  detecting  deception,  if  any  were  attempted? 
How  could  they  tell,  any  better  tlian  they  could 
now,  whether  the  measures  of  the  bank  were  cor- 
rect or  not'  It  seemed  from  tlie  very  nature  of  the 
inqiiiry,  that  personal  inspection  was  necessary;  and 
it  was  tlie  mode  of  inquiry  which  the  charter  itself 
seemed  to  have  contem])]ated. 

On  the  question  on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  to  strike 
out  the  leave  to  repuir  to  Philadelphia,  the  votes 
■were,  bv  Yeas  and  Nays,  as  follows: 

■YEAS-^Mcssrs.  Abbot,  Alltii.  Vt.  Barhour,  \a.  Rayley,  Bryan, 
Butler,  N.  H.  ClaKcll,  Cobb,  Crafis.  Cwshmaii,  DarliiiKton,  Dt-slia, 
>'.arie,  Oarnett,  Hale,  Lowiulcs,  MiiMli  ton,  ^foiton,  Miimf'ortl,.Itr. 
•  JCeUon,  H.  N'-lson,  Nowton,  Owen,  Pindall,  Rice,  Kicb'ards,  Settle, 
Slurwoodj  SilsbTo,  .'.  ^.  3mitb,  S-njt!i:ir(J,  Storrs  Strothir,  'Wliit- 
maii-—.)''. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Pa.  Anderson,  Ky.  Austin 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bassett,  Batcinan,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bennett" 
Blo«int,  Buden,  Boss,  Burwell.  Butler,  Lou.  Campbell,  Claiborne' 
Colston,  Coin^tock,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cruger.  Drake,  Edwards,  Elu'. 
cott,,Ervin,  S.  C.  Floyd,  Gilbert,  Hall,  N.  C.  Harrison,  Hendcicki 
Horrid;,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Flopkinson  .  Hostetter,  Hubbaid,  Hunter' 
Huntingdon,  Irvin)5,  N.  Y.  Jolnison,  Va.  Johnson,  Ky.  Jones,  Kin' 
sey.  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Lynn,  Little,  M'Lane,  Del.  W.  Maclay,  Wu. 
P.  Maclay,  M'Coy,  Mnrchand,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Merrill,  Robert 
Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Mosefey,  Murray,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New,  0<r. 
den,  Ogle.  Orr,  Pairott,  Patterson,  Peg;raiii,  Pitkin ,  Pleasants,  Poii 
dexter,  Porier,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  RolKrtson.  Rogers,  Rugglei 
Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer, Schuyler,  Scuddir,  Seybert  Shaw.  Sjnj! 
kins.  Slooinib,  Bal.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  Speed,  Speiicer,  Stewart 
N.  C.  rallinad;;e,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Townl 
send,  Trimble,  Tucker.  S.  C.  Tyler.  Walker,  \.  C.  '.VaJker,  Ken. 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Vy'illianis,  Con'. 
Williams,  N.  Y.  Williams,  N.  C.  Wilson,  Mats.  Wilson,  Penn.— lis'. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 
The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  rejiort  thereon, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not;  that  the  said  committee 
have  leave  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
rem.ain  there  as  long  as  may  he  necessary;  that  they 
shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
to  employ  tlie  requisite  clerks;  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  House. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  claims  of  the  representatives  of  Caron 
de  Beaumarchis. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  in  support  of 
the  claim;  and,  having  spoken  in  defence  of  it  for 
nearly  an  hour — 

The  committee   rose,  rejiorted  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again;  and 
The  House  adjoiu-ned. 

TcESDAT,  Dec.  1. — Mr.  Abbott,  from  Georgia,  and 
Mr.  Maaon  from  Uliode  Island,  attended  yesterday. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  to-day 
as  the  committee  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  tlie 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  Messrs.  Spencer,  Lo-iundes, 
JM^Lane,  lirtjan  and  Tiujlor. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  from  the  committee  on  the  Pui)- 
lic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  proliibit  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians  trom  settling  or  hunting  on  the  land* 
of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi;  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr  Linn,  of  New-Jersey,  pffered  the  following^ 
resolution. 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  iinlawlul  introduction  ot 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  prohibit- 
ing the  migration  or  transportation  of  slaves  or  ser- 
vants of  color  from  any  state  to  any  otlicr  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  where,  by  the  laws,  of  sticli 
state,  such  transportation  is  proliibited;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Linn  said,  in  introducing  his  resolution,  that 
it  related  to  a  subject  of  much  interest  in  his  part  ot 
the  country,  and,  :\s  the  resolution  only  proposed  an 
inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  it.  Any 
man,  he  ssiid,  had  a  right  to  remove  his  property 
from  one  stale  to  another,  and  slaves  as  well  as  any 
other  property,  if  not  prohibited  from  doing  so  l)y 
the  state  laws.  With  those  laws,  whatever  they 
were,  the  United  States,  he  said,  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere. The  idea  was  a  perfectly  novel  one,  that 
there  shotild  be  a  double  set  of  penal  statutes  on 
tlicsame  subject,  one  sc'.  by  the  states  and  Oiie  by 
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the  United  States;  and  that  the  n^litary  force  of  the  I  ing  i-efust  d,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  extend- 
United  States  should  be  employed  to  carry  into  ef-  [  injf  the  indulj^ence  mentioned  in  his  resolution.  The 
feet  the  penal  statute  of  any  state 


How  were  the 
United  States  to  interfere  on  this  subject?  What  ju- 
dicial tribunal  would  they  resort  to,  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject contemplated!'  Any  penal  statute  tliey  could 
pass  on  the  subject,  Mr.  P.  said,  would  be  entirely 
nui^atory,  as  it  could  not  be  carried  into  efi'ect;  and 
heVas,  therefore,  opposed  even  lo  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Colston,  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  Poindea-tev,  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
solution, suggested  that  it  was  perfectly  within  the 
power  of  the  state  sovereignties  to  execute  any  law 
tliev  might  enact  on  tliis  subject,  more  effectually 
than  they  could  do  by  the  aid  of  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  GO— 

noes  t)3.  •       .1         1 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  mcreasnig  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  officers  of  the  government,  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  pension  of  sixty  dollars  per 
month  to  Major  GeneralJohn  Stark,  was  read  a  third 

time. 
On  the  question — Shall  the  bill  pass? 
[A  good  deal  of  remark  followed — very  honoura- 
ble'to  the  hoary  veteran,  "tlie  only  surviving  gene- 
ral officer  of  the  revolution,"  ninety  years  old;  poor 
and  helpless;  foremost  in  the  battles  of  his  country, 
in  two  wars,  and  now  dependent  on  the  support  of 
his  children;  "themselves  in  very  moderate  circum- 
stances," &c.]  ■      _ 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  finally 
decided  in  tlie  affirmative  without  division:  and  it 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  conciu-rence. 

Beauniarchais'  claim  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  sitting. 

WEBNEsn-iT,  Deckmheh2.— Mr.  William  Davidson, 
a  representative  fi-om  the  state  of  J\'orth  CarQlina, 
in  the  place  of  Daniel  M.  Forney,  resigned,  appeared 
tliis  day,  w  as  qualified  and  took  liis  seat. 

Mr;  Smith,  of  Aid.  from  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  repeahng  the  duty  on  imported 
salt,  made  a  report  advei-se  to  the  expediency  of  the 
abolition  of  the  duty,  which  was  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  from  the  committee  on  milita- 
ry affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  a  national  armory  on  the  western  waters. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretiuy  of  the  Treasuiy,  transuiit- 
ting  an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  proposed  for 
the  service  of  the  year  IS  19;  wliich  was  refen-ed  to 
the  committee  of  W'ays  and  Means. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  reso- 
Tution: — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  tlie  public  lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  act  passed  attlie  last  session,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfei- 
ture of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payments 
thereon;"  and  also  to  inquire  what  further  relief  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  to  the  pei-sons  who  are  indeb- 
ted to  the  United  States  for  the  ptirchase  of  lands 

In  support  of  the  inqidry,  Mr.  H.  briefly  referred 
t9  the  difficulty  which  at  present  existed  in  Ohio,  in 
making  payments  for  laud  in  the  kind  of  money  re- 
quired by  the  Treasury  Department,  which,  from  the 
suspension  of  specie  puyments  by  the  banks  of  Ohio, 
T)i-aSno\T  very  limitctl,  the  notes  ifsli  suQli  b*Rbs  be- 


motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bryan,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  and  obtained 
permission  of  the  House  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  coiTunittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr  B.  sta- 
ted that,  in  asking  this  indidgence,  he  was  not  ac- 
tuated by  a  desire  to  shrink  from  the  important  duty 
assigned  him.  but  that  he  was  a  stockholder  of  the 
institution,  and,  as  such,  conceived  tliat  dehcacy  for- 
batle  his  being  one  of  tliose  appointed  to  make  the 
investigation  ordered  by  the  House — aninvestigation, 
upon  the  result  of  which  the  future  character  and 
prospects  of  the  institution  would  mainly  depend.* 
Various  otlier  business  was  transacted  of  no  pre- 
sent import;mce.  Beaumarchais'  claim  again  occu- 
pied the  time  of  a  committeii  of  the  whole.  Mr. 
Hopkinson  opposed,  and  Mr.  Krvin,  of  S.  C  sup- 
ported the  claim. 

Thursday's  proceedings. 
The  president  commi'nicated  to  the  senate  "a 
full  view  of  the  opera'ioj^s  of  our  troops  employ  'd 
in  the  Seninol^  war  in  Fiori  la."  This  will  be  pub- 
lished, of  course. 

Also  a  message  »s  follows: — 

Ts  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
In  complia' ce  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  25th  of  Isst  month,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  uch  information  as  may  be  possessed  by  tlie 
executive,  touching  the  execution  of  so  much  of 
the  first  article  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  and  ami- 
ty between  his  Britannic  m.ijesty  and  the  United 
States,  as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  and 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  communicated,  I 
lay  before  the  senate  a  report  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  on  the  1st  inst.  in  relation  to  that 
subject.  JAMES  MONROE. 

December  2,  1818. 

Department  of  State,  ^st  December,  1818. 
The  secretary  ofstatf ,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
tiie  resolution  of  the  ser.ate,  on  the  25th  ultimo, 
rrquesling  infirmation  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated, relating  to  'he  restitution  of  slaves,  conform- 
ably to  the  first  article  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  has 
t)ie  honor  of  reporting  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  difference  of  construction 
given  by  the  two  governments  to  that  pai't  of  the 
first  article  of  the  treaty,  and  the  claim  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  to  indemnity  for 
slaves  carried  away  contrary  to  its  stipulations, 
form  one  of  the  subjects  of  negociation  now  pend- 
ing in  England;  which  negociation  having  com- 
menced towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  August, 
,.o  report  of  its  progress  has  yet  been  received  at 
this  department,  from  the  plenipotentiaries,  to 
whom,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  has 
been  committed. 

JOHN   QUIXCY  ADAMS. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  nothing  was 
transacted  of  present  importance,  except  that  Mr. 
Bunnell  was  announced  as  having  been  appointed 
on  the  committee  of  investigation  respecting  the 
bijuk  of  the  United  States,  vice  Mr.  Bryan,  ex« 
cused. 

And  after  the  disposal  of  some  minor  business, 
the  house  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
Beaumarchais  claim. 

*  It  would  have  been  well  if  every  ge«tleman,  si- 
tuated like  Mr.  Bryan,  had  felt  the  like  delicacy  in 
vutivg  »pon  the  subject  at  .ill. — Eu.  REt?. 
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Gov.  Rabun  and  Gen.  Jackson. 


left  Hartford  before  my  order  reaches  him,  1  call 
upon  you,  as  governor  of  Georgia,  to  aid  in  car- 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  GOVERNOR  |  rying  into  effect,  my  order  for  his  arrest  and  con- 
1{ABUN  AND  GENERAL  JACKSON.  j  finement,  which  I  ti-ust  will  be  ail'orded,  and  capt; 

Copy  of  a  letta-  from  governor  Rabun  to  general  Jack-   Wnght  brought  to  condign  punishment  for  this  un. 


sun,  dated  Executive  JJepartment,  Ga.  jMilledgeville, 

2Ut  March,  1818. 
SiK,— You  have  no  doubt  been  apprised,  that 
since  your  departure  from  Hartford  with  the  Geor- 
gia militia,  that  the  Indians  have  been  hovering  on 


paralleled  murder.  It  is  strange  that  this  hero  had 
not  followedjthe  trail  of  the  murderers  of  your  citiv 
zens,  it  would  have  led  to  Mickasucky,  where  we 
found  the  bleeding  scalps  of  your  citizens,  but  there 
might  have  been  more  danger  in  this,  than  attack. 


ttie  frontier  of  Telfair  county;  that  they  have  killed,  inga  village  containing  a  few  superannuated  women- 
a  Mr.  Bush,  and  wounded  his  sou,  and  being  pursu-j  and  men,  and  a  few  young  women,  without  arms  or 


ed  by  tlie  citizens  of  that  county  have  met  tliem  ini 
hostile  array,  when  an  engagement  took  place  which 
lasted  nearly  an  hour,  in  which  our  little  detach- 
ment (consisting  of  only  thirty  four  men)  lost  seve- 
inil  killed  and  a  nvimber  badly  wounded.  This  ren- 
countre  has  excited  considerable  alarm  on  that  fi*on- 
tier,  and  the  inhabitants,  in  many  instances,  flying 
from  their  homes  for  the  want  of  protection 


protectors.    This  act  will,  ta  the  last  age,  fix  a  stiiii' 
upon  the  character  of  Georgia. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  governor  Itabim  to  general  JacU.- 
san,  in  rephi,  dated  Exenitlvj  Department,  Ga. 
MilledgeviUe,  \nt  June,  1B18. 
Sir, — I  have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receivfe. 
'  yours  of  the  7th  of  May,  founded  on  a  communicii 
The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  request  tion  from  general  Glascock,  relative  to  the  attack 
3-ou  will  be  so  good,  as  to  station  some  troops  near  recently  made  on  the  Chehaw  village.  Had  you,, 
the  Big-bend  of  the  Oakmulgee,  and  at  or  near  the  .  sir,  or  gen.  Glascock  been  in  possession  of  the  facts, 
most  assailable  points  btlow  that  place.  If  it  is  not.  that  produced  the  afiair,  it  is  to  be  presumed  at 
convenient  for  you  to  furnish  tlie  necessary  force,  least,  that  you  would  not  have  indidged  in  a  strain 
you  will  please  give  instructions  for  supplying  such  so  indecorous  and  unbecoming. — I  had  on  the  2l8t 
detachments  as  may  in  that  event  be  ordered  into  of  March  last,  stated  the  situation  of  our  bleedinjf 
the  service  under  the  authority  of  the  state,  with .  ft-ontier  to  you,  and  requested  you,  in  respectfifl- 
rations,  &c.  1  hope  you  will  write  me  on  tlus  sub-;  terms,  to  detach  a  part  of  your  overwhelming  force 
ject  without  delay,  as  great  alarm  has  been  produ-1  for  our  protection,  or,  that  you  would  furnish  sup 
ced  by  the  hostile  attitude  which  the  enemy  has  plies  and  I  would  order  out  more 
assumed. 


Gojiij  of  a  letter  from  general  Jackson  to  governor  Ra- 
Inin,  dated  on  march  toiuards  Pcnsacola,  7  miles  ad- 
vance of  Fxjrt  Gadsden,  .May  7, 1818. 
Sin, — I  have  this  moment  received  by  express,  the 


plies  and  I  would  order  out  more  troops,  to  which 
you  have  never  }'et  deigned  to  reply.  You  state  iu 
a  very  haughty  tone,  that  "las  governor  of  a  state 
luithia  your  military  dirision  have  no  right  to  give  a 
military  order  ivhilst  you  are  in  the  fekl."  Wretched 
and  contemptible  indeed,  must  be  our  situation  if 
this  be  the  fact;  when  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 


tetter  of  general  <..ia3cock,  (a  copy  of  which  is  en-  Georgia  shall  have  been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  a 
closed)  detailing  the  base,  cowardly  and  inhuman!  military  despotism,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  yout 
ati.ick,  on  the  old  women  and  men  of  the  Chehaw  [  imperious  doctrine  be  tamely  submitted  to. 
vjllag-c,  whilst  the  wamors  of  that  village  werej  You  may  rest  assured  that  if  the  savages  continue 
with  me  fighting  the  battles  of  our  countiy  against '  their  depredations  on  our  unprotected  frontier,  I 
the  common  enemy,  and  at  a  time  too,  when  un-j  shall  think  and  act  for  myself  in  that  respect.  You 
doubted  testimony  had  been  obtained,  and  was  in  " 
my  possession,  and  also  in  the  possession  of  general 


Glascock,  of  their  ii^nocencc  of  the  charge  of  kil 
iiig  Leigh  and  the  other  Georgian  at  Cedar  creek. 

That  a  governor  of  a  state  sliould  assume  the  right 
to  make  war  against  an  fudian  tribe,  iu  perfect  peace 
with,  and  under  the  pvoleLtion  of  the  United  States, 
is  assuming  a  responsibility,  that  I  trust,  you  will 
be  able  to  excuse  to  tiie  government  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  yon  will  have  to  answer,  and 
thro'.iLvh  which  I  had  so  recently  passed,  promising 
♦he  ugcdthat  remained  at  .lome  my  protection,  and 


demand,  that  "capt.  Wright  be  delivered  in  irons  to  ma* 
jor  Davis,  your  agent."  If  you,  sir,  are  unacquainted 
witli  the  fact,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  capt.. 
Wright  was  not  under  your  command,  for  he  has 
bee;  appointed  an  officer  in  the  Chatham  countj' 
militia,  which  had  been  drafted  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  assisting  gen.  Gaines  in  reducing'  Amelia 
Island.  That  object  having  been  accomplished  be- 
fore  our  militia  had  taken  the  field,  gen.  Gaines  as 
soon  as  their  organization  was  completed,  assumed 
the  right  of  ordering  them  to  the  frontier  without 
even  consulting  the  state  authority  on  the  subject, 


taking  the  warriors  with  me  in  the  campaign,  is  as  capt.  Wright  at  that  time  being  in  a  state  of  debili- 
ty, failed  to  march,  and  of  course  was  not  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States — he,  how- 
ever, followed  on  to  Hartford,  where  finding  him- 
self not  likely  to  be  received  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  tendered  his  services  to  command 
the  contemplated  expedition,  which  were  accord- 
inglj'  accepted;  having  violated  his  orders  by  de- 
stroying the  Chehaw  village,  instead  of  Ilopounis 
and  Philemmis  towns  (against  which  tlie  expedition 
was  directed)  I  had  previous  to  receiving  your  dc 
mand,  ordered  him  to  be  arrested;  Ijut  before  lie 
was  apprehended,  .agreeably  to  my  orders,  he  was 
taken  by  your  agent,  and  afterwaixls  liber.atcd  by 
tlie  civil  authorl'v. — I  have  since  had  him  arrested 
and  confined;  and  shall  communicate  the  whole 
transaction  to  the  jM-esidcnt  of  tlie   I'nitcil  States, 


unaccountable  as  strange. — But  it  is  still  more 
strange  tliat  there,  could  exist,  within  tlie  United 
States,  a  cowardly  monster  in  human  shape,  that 
could  violate  tlie  sanctity  of  a  flag,  when  boi'iie  by 
any  perso-i,  hut  more  particularly  when  in  the  hands 
of  a  superannuated  Indian  cliicf,  worn  down  with 
age.  Such  base  cowardice  and  murderous  conduct, 
US  this  transaction  affords,  has  not  its  parallel  in  his- 
torv,  and  sh:dl  meet  with  its  merited  punishment. 

Sou.  sir,  as  governor  of  a  state,  within  my  milita- 
pj-  division,  have  no  right  to  give  a  military  order 
whilst  I  am  in  the  field;  and  tliis  Ijeiug  ar.  open  and 
violent  infringement  of  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  capt.  Wright  must  be  ]5rosccuted  and  pu- 
mshed  for  this  outrageous  murder,  and  I  have 
ordered  him  to  be  arrested  and  confmeil   in   irons, 


until  the  pleasure  of  the    president  of  the  United  j  for  his  decision,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  lei.> 
fetaies  is    knov.n   upon  the  subject;     If  h',-   has  Iter. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Jackson  to  gvv.  Rnbun^ 
dated  Jlead-qaarterrt,  Division  South,  JVashviUe, 
Tenn.  Augvst  1,  1818. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  1st  of  June  v,-as  not  re- 
ceived until  tills  clay;  though  a  gasconading-  notice 
of  such  a  communication  having  been  written  ap 


settlers,  and  those ivho  had  not  und«rsta7ulinq  enough  to 
penetrate  into  the  desij:;m  of  your  operations. ''  Indeerl, 
sip,  we  had  expected  that  your  presence  at  the  head 
of  an  overwhelming  force,  would  liave  afforded 
complete  protcctionto  our  bleeding  and  distressed 
citizens,  Ijordering-on  an  extensive  and  uni)rotected 


peared  long  since  in  the  Georgia  journals.     I  am  i  tVontier;  but  our  prospects  were  only  delusive;   for 


not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  coiitrovei'sy  with  you 
relative  to  our  respective  duties;  but  would  recom- 
mend an  examination  of  the  laws  of  our  country  be- 
fore you  hazard  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  "The 
lii)crty  of  the  peojile  jirostrated  at  the  feet  of  mili- 
tary despotism,"  are  cant  expressions  for  political 
purposes — the  better  part  of  the  community  know 
too  well  tliat  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
fliat  quarter.  The  military  liave  rights  secured  to 
them  by  the  laws  of  our  country  as  well  as  the  civil, 
and  in  my  respect  for  those  of  the  latter  I  will  never 
permit  those  of  the  former  to  be  outraged  with  im- 
punity. 

Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  March,  on  which  yoti 
and  the  journalists  dwell  M"ith  so  much  force,  you 
must  have  been  aware  could  not  have  reached  me 
in  time  to  produce  the  object  required. — "The  si- 
tuation of  our  bleeding  frontier"  at  that  period  was 
magnified  by  the  apjirehensions  of  a  few  frontier 
settlers,  and  those  who  had  not  understanding  e- 
noujh  to  penetrate  into  the  designs  of  my  opera- 
tions. You  have  forgot  that  col.  Hayne,  with  3  or 
400  Tennessecans  made  a  movement  for  the  securi- 
ty of  tlie  pretended  assailed  point  of  Georgia,  and 
did  not  pursue  me  until  satisfied  of  the  perfect  se- 
curity of  that  frontier. 

Wliilst  you  are  so  tenacious  of  your  own  execii- 
tive  powers,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain  upon 
wiiat  authority  ca])tain  Wright  received  instiaictioris 
to  call  for  a  reintbrccment  from  Fort  Early,  garri- 
soned by  militia  who  you  will  not  deny  were  at  th:it 
^imcinthe  service  of  the  United  States  an&l  under 
mv  command. 


it  would  seem  that  the  laurels  expected  in  Floritk, 
was  the  object  that  accelerated  you  morer  than  the 
protection  of  the  "ignorcnu"  Georgians. 

If  ♦'col,  Hayilc  and  lus  3  Xjr-400  Tennessecans 
made  a  movement  for  the  security  of  the  pretended 
assailed  point  of  Georgia,"  it  certainly  was  a  very 
unsuccessful  one. 

When  you  shall  have  explained  to  vc^z  by  what 
authority  you  sent  major  Davi:}  into  this  state  with 
orders  to  apprehend  capt.  Wright,  (who  was  not 
under  your  command)  aiul  place  him  in  irons,  he. 
then  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  explain  to  you  the 
motives  which  induced  mc  to  call  for  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Fort  Early. 


Weights  and  Measures. 


Copif  of  a  letter  from  governor  Unbwi  to  general  Jach- 

smin  reply,  dated  Executive  Departinent,  Ga.  Jilil, 

Jidgeville,  Ist  September,  1818. 

Sill, — I  have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the    1st  ult.     I  supposed  that  our  corres- 
pondence on  this  subject  had  finally  terminated;  but  ( 
a  renewal  on  your  part  has  indviced  me  to  inake  this 
short  reply. 

.'■i  I  find  that  the  same  angry  disposition  which  (no 
ioubt)  dictated  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  May  last,  is 
still  rankling  in  your  breast. 

It  is  very  certain  that  I  have  ticver  intentionally 
assailed  your  feelings,  or  wantonly  provoked  your 
ft'o\vns;and  I  flutter  myself  it  is  equally  certain  that 
1  shall  never  finrl  jt  necessary  to  court  your  s^liles. 
"JoK  are  not  disposed  to  entvr  into  a  controversy  -leitlL 
we  relative  to  our  respective  duHes;  but  recominend  an 
fxainuiatiou  of  the  la~.vs  tif  our  country  before  I  ngiun 
hazard  an  opinioH  on  the  auhject."  Your  advice  is 
good  and  should  be  attended  to  (at  least)  by  all  pub- 
lic officers.  I  hope  you  will  now  permit  me  in  turn 
Co  recommend  to  you,  th&t  Ijefore  you  undertake  to 
pfosecute  another  cruiipaigii,  you  examine  the  or- 
ders of  your  superiors  with  mov^  aitention  tium  usti- 
ah  You  assert  that  "the  better  part  of  tlie  commu- 
nity know  too  we  1  that  they  have  nothing  to  appre- 
■hend  from  a  mihtarv  despotism,"  and  in  proof  of 
tins  assertion,  it  mig'bt  have  been  well  for  you  to 
have  called  my  attention  to  your  late  -pvoccedings  at 
•^>-  Marks  and  ^ensacola  as  aifordiiig  conchisive  evi- 
dence on  that  point. 

Iho  s.tualion  of  our  Lleeding  frontier,  }"ou  say, 
'^^/n^-giifficii  by  ikii  apprefmx^lini^  of  a  fetv  fronti-^r 


TO  THE  Kniron  OF  thk  weekly  iiuiisTint. 
Sir — I  take  the  4iberty  of  enclosing  for  publica- 
tion, a  report  on  measures  and  weiglits  which  five 
and  twenty  years  ago  was  made  in  the  senate  uf 
tlie  United  States;  experience  and  observation, 
I  since,  have  confirmed  the  opinion,  that  nndtipli^s 
and  divisions  in  a  decimal  ratio,  of  an  unit,  known 
and  familiar  to  us  at  present  as  well  as  in  ])ast 
transactions,  are  prtferable  to  the  compound  me- 
thod of  account,  or  to  an  entire  change  of  the  quan- 
tity of  the  unit. 

The  publication  of  the  document  may  probably 
draw  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  as 
l^j  proposed  by  the  constitution — the  inconvenience 
o*"tlie  ])rcscnt  system,  or  rather  want  of  system,  is 
very  sensibly  felt — there  is  nearly  a  quart  difference 
in  the  bushel  of  our  great  trading  cities  of  New- 
York  and  I'iiiladelphia. 

I  am,  Sii',  veiy  respectfullj'. 


Iv  Se^atk,  jAxrvnT  29,  1793 — The  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Motions  before  the  Se- 
nate relative  to  the  Measches  smd  Wi:iguts  of  the 
United  States — Kri'on'r, 
1st.  That  tJie    standard  for  the   measures  arKi 
weights  of  the  United  States  I)c  an  uniform  cylin- 
drical rod  of  inm,  of  such  length  as  in  the  latitu<le 
of  forty-five  degrees  in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  aiKl 
in  an  apartment  of  imiform  temperature,  sliall  per- 
form its  vibrations  in  one  second  of  mean  lime;  that 
the  diameter  of  such  rod  sliall  not  be  more  than 
the  hundrc<i  and  twentietli  part  flf  its  length,    nor 
the  arc  of  its  vibrations   more  tlian  Tvnr  degTet-;?, 
;.nd  that  the  said  standard  rod  sliall  be  dlviuetl  into 
four  hundred  !U)d  eighty-nine  eqtial  parts, 

2d.  That  the  unit  of  measures  (A'  k-n.eih  sliall  bfe 
a  foot,  which  shall  be  equal  in  hiigth  to  one 
hundred  parts  of  the  aforcsa'xl  standard  rod. 

That  sixty-six  fett  shall  be  a  chain,  and  eighty 
chains  a  mil''. 

3i\.  That  measures  of  surface  be  n>ade  by  squares 
of  the  measures  of  lengthj  but  in  the  case  of  land 
the  unit  shall  be  an  acre,  which  slial!  coiitain  fort}  - 
tiifjc  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  sijuarefeet. 

4lb.  That  the  tinit  oftlie  measures  of  caj<aci1y 
shall  be  a  buslul,  whicli  hJudl  contain  one  cubi"; 
foot  and  a  quarter  of  a  cubit  foi)t. 

5tli,  '{'li.it  the  unit  f)f  weights  siiall  be  rt  pop.nd. 
whicli  shaH  bcequal  in  weight  to  .sixtocu  thousanll 


^A& 
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cubit  cents  of  a  foot  of  rain  water,  measured  and 
veighed  in  an  apartment  of  uniform  temperature. 

6th.  That  the  units  of  the  measures  and  weiglits 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  into  cents  or 
hundred  parts,  and  where  necessary  into  mills  or 
thousandth  parts;  and  in  the  case  of  weights  the 
mill  shall  be  divided  into  seven  grains. 
KxPLANATioN  of  the  Report   of  the  Committee  of 

the  Senate,  to  whom  the  subject  of  Weiuhts  and 

Mkasures  was  refen-ed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  founded  on  the 
principle  that  a  rod  which  vibrates  seconds  in  the 
latitude  of  forty-five  degrees,  is  fifty-eight  inches 
and  sixty-eight  hundreds  of  an  inch  in  length;  by 
(dividing  s>  rod  of  that  length  into  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  equal  parts,  one  hundred  of  tliose  parts  I 
will  be    equal  to  twelve   of  the  above  mentioned  i 
inches,  or  the  foot  now  in  use.     In  this   way  a  rod! 
maybe  made  a  standard,  and  if  the  present  mea-j 
tjures  be  lost  or  become  uncertain,  it  may   be  al- 1 
ways  resorted  to  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
by  making  due  allowances  according  to  the  difier- 
ence  of  latitude. 

The  committee  propose  to  make  certain  mea- 
sures and  weights  now  in  use,  the  miits  of  the 
measures  and  weights  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  system  may  be  the  more  easy 
TO  the  community,  as  no  diflerence  will  take  place 
in  the  contents  of  tlie  units.  It  is  also  proposed 
tiaat  the  units  should  be  divided  into  cents  or  lum- 
dred  parts;  this  division  would  make  the  arithme- 
tic necessary  for  the  common  purposes  of  life  easy 
to  every  capacity,  as  the  four  simple  rules  would 
be  sufficient,  without  the  compound  methods;  and 
as  the  divisions  of  the  units  of  the  measiu'es  and 
weights  woidd  be  the  same  with  those  of  the  unit 
of  the  money  of  account,  the  same  species  of  arith- 
metical calculation  would  take  place,  and  the  com- 
putation of  either  would  soon  be  easy  and  familiar. 
By  the  division  of  the  units  into  cents,  the  denomi- 
nations of  the  measures  and  weights  would  be  few 
in  number,  and  these  familiar  to  our  ideas,  and  the 
memory  would  be  no  longer  burthened  with  tlie 
perplexing  multiplies  and  divisions  of  the  present 
measures  and  weights. 

In  the  measures  of  length,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
foot,  chain  and  mile  should  remain  the  same  as 
those  now  in  use.  The  division  of  the  foot  into 
cents,  will  be  convenient  for  workmen,  as  Gunter's 


idea  is  also  adopted  of  abolishing  the  distinction  be- 
tween  wet  and  dry  measures,  of  disregarding  tlie 
Ale  and  Wine  gallons,  and  of  liaving  only  one  mea- 
sure of  capacity.  15y  dividing-  the  bushel  into  cents, 
an  easy  reference  may  be  made  from  the  cents  to 
the  diiferent  measures  of  capacity  now  in  use:  Mftv 
cents  will  be  equal  to  the  half  bushel,  and  twenty, 
five  cents  to  the  peck;  twelve  cents  will  be  equal 
to  the  gallon  used  in  some  of  the  states,  and  three 
cents  to  the  quart. 

In  weights,  the  pound  is  proposed  to  be  the 
same  as  the  Avoirdupois  pound,  and  the  grain  the 
same  as  the  Troy  grain;  by  dividing  the  pound  into 
cents,  the  cents  into  tenths  or  mills,  and  the  mill 
into  seven  grains,  a  series  is  formed  which  con- 
nects with  exactness  the  pound  Avoirdupois  with 
the  grain  Troy.  In  weighing  large  quantities  the 
Avoirdupois  series  is  used;  in  wcigliing  valuable 
articles,  as  gold,  silver  or  diamonds,  or  small  quan- 
tities as  medicines,  the  Troy  series  is  used;  the 
two  sei'ies  may  therefore  be  connected  so  as  to 
make  but  one  sjjecies  of  weights  necessary,  with- 
out any  inconvenience:  The  weights  for  gold  and 
silver,  the  steelyards,  and  the  common  iron  weights, 
may  continue  to  be  used,  and  be  adapted  to  the 
new  series. 


carpenter's  rule,  which  is  generally  used,  is  divid- 
ed into  cents,  as  well  as  into  inches;  so  that  the  rc- 
lati<^e  proportion  between  them  may  be  easily  as- 
certained. I'he  chain  is  the  instrument  generally 
used  in  measuring  distances,  and  is  found  from  ex- 
perience to  be  the  most  convenient  leng'th  for  ac- 
tual mensuration:  it  is  four  of  the  present  rods  or 
])oles,  twenty -two  yards,  or  sixty-six  feet;  and  ten 
chains  make  one  of  the  present  furlongs. 

In  the  measure  of  land,  the  acre  is  proposed  to 
be  the  same  as  the  acre  in  use,  and  in  measiu'ing  of 
land  the  chain  is  also  used;  it  is  already  divided  into 
hnndred  parts,  called  links;  chains  and  links  multi- 
plied by  chains  and  links,  give  acres  and  decimals 
of  an  acre,  which  has  occasioned  the  division  of  an 
acre  ijito  cents,  to  prevail  already  in  some  of  the 
states,  in  preference  to  roods  and  perches. 

In  measures  of  capacity,  the  bushel  is  proposed 
to  be  a  cubic  foot  and  a  quarter,  or  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  cubic  inches,  which  is  about 
a  mean  of  the  several  bushels  now  in  use;  some  of 
the  states  having  busliels  containing  near  fifteen 
tuiblc  inches  more,  and  others  near  as  much  less, — 
it  is  the  quantity  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Statd  In  his  report  on  measures  and  vv  eigKts;  liis 
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We  have  the  official  act  of  the  allied  sovereigns 
in  congress  at  Aix-la  Clmpelle,  for  withdrawing 
iheir  troops  from  France:  and  a  long  note  from  the 
Spanish  minister  P'zarro,  to  Mr  Erving,  ou*-  mi- 
nister to  Madrid,  on  the  occupation  of  the  Floridas 
— both  wllic^.  shall  appear  hereafter. 

We  have  a  report  tliat  a  conspiracy  has  been 
discovered  at  Bnenos  lyres,  against  Pueyrre- 
don,  whicii  had  for  its  object  to  seize  on  his  per- 
son and  send  him  out  of  the  country.  The  con- 
spirators, among  whom  were  a  number  of  the  most 
respectable  citizens  of  Buenos  Ayres,  were  all  ar- 
reited  the  samie  night  in  their  beds  and  committed 
to  prison. 

lioiise^s  Point — The  Montreal  Herald  says,  that 
R'mse^s  point,  on  lake  Champlain,  the  key  of  that 
lake— the  place  at  whicli  we  have  erected  a  great 
fort,  is  found  to  be  on  the  Canada  side  of  line  45, 
as  laid  down  by  the  commissioners  appoiftted  for 
tliat  purpose. 

The  Cincinnati  banks.  The  suspension  of  specie 
payments  of  tliese  banks,  has  filied  all  the  western 
country  with  flistress  or  alarm.  Several — ten  or 
twelve  other  banks,  we  believe,  have  followed  their 
lead,  and  also  suspended  payment  of  their  debts 
from  the  same  cause — and  others  may  be  expect- 
ed to  do  tlie  like,  for  specie  is  drawn  from  that 
qu^irter  by  wagg.)nMoads.  We  intended  to  have 
given  a  full  history  of  these  transactions,  accompa- 
nied with  some  remarks— but  have  not  room  for 
them,  and  perhaps  they  wouhl  be  of  no  use.  The 
Cincinnati  banks  owed  large  sums  to  the  office 
there,  whicli  they  were  peremptorily  required  to 
pay — they  could  not  pay  the  branch  and  have  re- 
fused to  pay  any  body.  We  had  fully  expected 
ihis — for  we  must  believe  the  branches  at  several 
places  have  been  manageil  wilii  a  particular  view 
to  produce  such  a  result,  and  unforuinately  they 
have  too  much  power  to  biing  them  about.  And  the 
serious  fact  will  every  dtiy  become  more  and  more 
manifest,  that  the  mammoth  will  not  bear  a  rival, 
or  suffer  any  other  bank  to  exist  but  itself— if  >^ 
can  prevent  ii;  to  secure  to  itself  a  moMopoly  ot 
.lie  whole  money  concerns  of  the  United  Slates- 
When  tlwt  comes  to  pass— G'o</  hel^  the  l^eopje^ 
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Annual  Treasury  Report. 

Transnnl'.edii  botk  lioiaes-  of  c^mgress,  JVov.  23. 

In  obedience  'o  the  direclion-;  of  tlie  "act  sup- 
plemenUirv  to  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  de.- 
pirtment,"  the  secretary  of  I'ie  treasury  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  reports  and  estimates. 

REVENUE 
The  nett  revenue  arisins:  from  duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage, 

iiitti-iial  iliities,  direct  tax,   public  lauds,  pmtnijc  and  iucidfiital 

receipts,  during  the  year  1816,  amoui^ted  to  dulls.  3(5,743,571  07 
viz: 
Customs  27,559,769  71 

liitpvnal  duties  4,396,133  25 

DiriOt  tax  2,785,343  20 

Fulilie   lands,   exclasive   of   Missisippi 

stock,  1.754,437  38 

PojtaRe  and  incidental  receipts  237,840  53 

Andtliat  wliicli  accrued  fra:n  the  same  sources  du- 
ring the  year  1817,  amounted  to  24,387,983  08 
viz: 
Customs  fsee  statement  A)                        17,547,540  89 
Internal  duties  and  direct  tax  (see  state- 

nx-ntB)  4,512,287  81 

Public    lands   exclusive   of  Mississippi 

stock  (see  stJitement  C)  2,015,977 

Postageand  incidental  receipts  312,187  38 

It  IS  sscerlairied  tliat  the  gross  anioitnt  of  duties 
on  merchandize  and  tonnag-e,  wliich  have  accrued 
durinj^the  three  fi-st  qii:irlers  of  ih*  present  vear, 
exceeds  §21,000,000,  and  that  the  s-,les  of  the'p  t» 
lie  lands,  duririfr  t!ie  same  period,  greatly  exctet', 
both  in  quantity  and  value,  those  of  the  corres- 
pon.'ling  quarters  r-fthe  last  \eir. 
Tlie  payments  into  the  treasury  during  t!ie  tliree  first  qnarif-rs  of 

the  year,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  dolls.     17,167,862  26 

viz: 
Customs  13,401,409  65 

Internal  revphtie  and  direct  tax  993.574  36 

Public  lands,   eiclusive    of    Mississippi 

sloek  l,S7S,73l  20 

Iiiteri-»t  upon  bank  di^■idends  525,000 

Postige  and  incidental  receipts  49,438   19 

Repiijinentsiiiio  the  treasury  3  2,708  S6 

Aud  the  payments  int«  the  tn  asury  dnrini;  the  fnurth 

quart-r  oi'tlieyear,  from  trie  same  sources,  are  e«- 


OF  THE  PUBLIC  DKH!." 

The  public  debt  which  was  cimtrdtted  before  the  yeartmj,  nml 
which  was  redenmed  on  thf  1st  day  of  Oet<i')i.'r.  lSi7.  as  ap. 
I>ears  by  statement  (I) auion^ti-d  to  31,8.55,733  29 

Dy  tlie  same  statement  it  apiJ.ars  that  the  fii'vied 
debt  conlractid  su'is' tjueat  to  the  Ut  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1812, amounted  to  63,071  on   14 

Makiup  together  the  atf^n'sate  amount  of  99,907,721  4j 

Which  sum  jsgreij  with  tho  statement  of  the  t!nrc>- 
deemed  amuunt,on  the  1st  day  of  Octob>  r,  IS17, 
as  per  last  report,  excepting  the  sum  of  4,123  18 
over  f  stimated,  and  which  has  not  bsen  currected 
by  actual  settlument. 
On  the  first  day  of  .January,  there  was  added  to  the 
above  ainoinit,  for  tnasmy  nutvS  liroufjlit  into  the 
triasury  and  cancelled,  and  fyr  which  the  following 
stock  was  issued,  viz: 
In  six  percent,  stock  ~    231422   10 

In  seven  per  cent,  stuck  9^,019 

333.44!   10 


From  which  deditct  Se\ipn  [irr  tientk 
stock,  purchased  in  llie  foi.rth  quar- 
ter of  1817  322,984  60 

And  also  the  reimlnirs.ment  of  old  six 
per  cent,  stock,  anri  ilt-ferrHd,  bi-tween 
istOct.  iSir,  ami  1st  January,  1818     800,830  98 


100,241,10?,  .*1 


I,133.r,I5  ,?R 


Making  the  pilWic  debt  which  w,is  unredeemed  on 
the  1st  .fun.  1318. as  p,r  »t:U'-mcnt  (2)  anii.iiiit  to     99,107,346  f.< 

From  the  Isl  .lannary  to  3otli  Sr  ptember  1813,  inclu- 
sive, thf  re  was,  by  liuiuini;  treasury  noiiS,  and  3 
per  cent,  stock,  f20.  OS)  issut-d,  aiUli-d  to  the  public 
debt,  as  appe.irs  by  statement  (3)  the  amount  of         7 ',715  49 


timated  at 


5.0i)O,00O 


Making  the  total  amount  estimated,  to  be  received 
imo  the  tn-asury  dui-ius;  thev.-ar  1818  22,167,862  26 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the  treasiu-y  on  the  1st 
day  of  .January  last,  e.\elusivi-  of  8, 809,872  dollars  10 
cents,  ui  treasury  notes,  amounting  to  6,17t).8S3  38 


Makes  the  agf^regate  amount  of 

The  applicatiou  of  this  sum,  fur  tlie  year  1818,  is  es. 
tiraated  as  follows:  viz. 

l'othp3nth  Septembn-,  the  payments  (exclusive  of 
9,14l),Ji7  40  o(  treasury  notes.w!)ich  had  lieen  drawn 
irom  the  treasury  and  cancelled)  have  amounted  to 

f,.  .,    ,    ,  .  .■  dolls.         16,760.3^7  OS 

Civd.tl  plomatic  and  mis- 

cillaneousexpences        3,289,806  28 
Mihtary  service  including 

arrearage  5,620,263  08      - 

Naval   service,  inclnding 

the  permanent   appro- 

pciat[Oii  fur  the  gradual 

incr--ase  ofibenavy 
Public  debt,   exclusive  of 

tlie 9,148.237  40oftra- 

siiry  notes   which  h.ave 

been  drawn  out  of  the 

tre.lsury  and  cancilled  5.467,267  69 
Uiirihg  the  4tb  qu.nerit  is  Cilluiated 

that  tbe  payments  will  au.ouut   to 

Civil  diplomatic  and  mis- 

c.llaiieous  expences        520  000 
Military  s.rvices  l.l7/i,000 

iuhhcdebttolstofJan.      ' 
'^19  7,205,000 

Making  the  a 


Prom  which   deduct  the  amoiint  of  stock 

purchased  and  redeemed  dnringthat  pt- 

rie.d,  per  stateiiieiit  (-1)  .115,951  87 

And   also  tiie  isiimated 

amount  of  the  iiual  re 

imborj-iiieii;    of    t':d 

old  I':  per  ceet.  stock 
,\nd  til"    estimated    re- 

imburseiiient    of  tbe 

delened    6    per  cent 

Slock 


99,181,14?  4A 


:Q9.3I2  03 


530.-01  rr. 


— 5.'9,713  :<? 


,35^,f0 


tv 


23,347,745   6J 


2,383,000 


9,475,000 


Matiingon  that  day,  a?  appears  by  statement  (3)  tlic 
ag,i;reg.ate  amount  of  57,825,434  "!?■ 

Since  the  30lh  Se|»teuiber  tier..-  lias  been  redeemed,  or  provisiijii 
nitide  lor  the  redemidioii  ufn  moiety  ol' ilie'.^.  lUisiJ 
ana  stock,  unpaid  on  llie  1st  Oct.  1818  4,97',9.,0  00 

And  there  will  he  reimbursed,  iiftli"  prii.ei- 
pal  of  the  ilelened  6  per  cut.  stock,  on  tile 
1st  day  of  January  IS.S,  by  estimaie         •.'■};,C-jI  63 


-.':,230.0.il  6,' 


^Sofegate  amount  of 


•="-eui  ihr  treasury,  esii mated  at 


25,215,337   05 


lia- 


?.l'j.!1^ 


There  will  remain  unredeemed,  by  estimate,  on  t  be 

tirstdayof  January,  1819,  the  iimi  of  P-:5,5riJ,393  l,t 

By  statement  (5)  the  treasury  notes  v,  hich  are  Jtt  Jii  ciieulatioi:, 
areestinated  at  2'.)7,.'.06  tf; 

By  statement  (6)  it  appears  thit  llie  whole  pf  the   awards  nmiie 
by  the  eouiiuissioners  Hppoiiited   umlert.'i"  sf  Veiai 
acts  for  indeiiinifyiiig  certaiii  claimants  of   piiblia 
lands,  amount  to  4,283,151  1'3 

Of  which  sum  there  has  been  rec-ivedat  the  ofHce 
otthe  cooiiiiissionor  <<f  ibe  general  laud  uif^ce,  as 
appears  by  statement  C,  the  sum  of  1,020,684  00 

Leaving  otttstanding  nt  the  datS   of  t!!e  sveral   re- 
turns from  the  landdisu-icts,  tbe  sum  of  -3,255.467  00 
It  isproDL-rto  observe,  however,  that  cxtensivp  sates  have  1;h  u 
made  in  tlie  .'N.biba.na  territory,  in  tbe  inoiiihs  of  .Septeiiiber,  O:^ 
toberandNuveniVr,  Of  which  no  returns  have  yet  bee.i  rceefrc! 

Of  lbs  estimates  of  die  puhHc  rcvfrnte  and  e.i'pendi 
t'i)':'  fjTihe  tjear  1819. 
In  the  ann'utl  repoi't  of  l!)e  stale  of  the  ?r?astfrv? 
■ifthe5!(i  of  UecciTtber,  IMIT,  the  penniinent  I'r- 
vcntic  was  estimated  at  ^.i4,o25,000  per  anntiir-; 
and  the  annual  expenditures,  accnrdinf^  to  tli?' 
then  cxlHtlnop  hws,'\V33  stated  at  S"1,r'.i'6, -.51.  Tj: 


^2J8 
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Bv  the  acis  of  the  last  session  of  co.-.gress,  the  io- 1  metals  to  the  Ea?t  Indies  during  the  present  year 
t'ernal  duties,  estimated  at  §2,500, 000  per  annu.n,  have  produced  a  pressure  tipoii  them,   which  ha;; 
were    rcpcp.ied,  whilst  the  expenditure   was   aug-  rendered  it    necessary  to  contract  their  discounts, 
mented  to  nearly  §25,000,000;  and  that  of  the  en-  |for  the  ptirpose  of  withdrawing^  from  circulation  a 


suiiip^  year  is  tbtiiivaled  at  not  less  than  ^24^515- 
219  76. 


large   proportion  of  tlieir  notes.     This  operation, 
so  oppressive  to   tlieir  debtors,  but   indispensibly 


The  apparent  deficit  produced  bv  these  acts,  i:iecessurj'  to  the  e.tistence  of  specie  payments, 
a-^d  by  the  apnliciition  of  more  th-.ui  §2,500,000  lo  must  l)e  continued,  until  gold  and  silver  sliall  (onn 
the  payment  cf  the  interest  and  redemption  oftlie  a  jus^  proporti  >n  of  tlie  circulating  currency.  In 
principal  of  tNe  public  debt,  beyond  the  annual  ap-  pissing  through  this  ordeal,  punctuality  in  the  dis- 
propriution  of  glO.OOO.OOO  for  that  object,  has  jcliargc  of  debts,  both  to  individuals  and  to  the  go- 
been  supplied  bv  the  receipts  in*o  the  treasury  on  jvernment,  will  be  consider.nbly  impaired,  and  well 
3C'-nunt  of  ihe  arreirae^e  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 1 founded  apprehensions  are  en'ertained,  that,  until 
tenml  duties,  and  by  the  biUaiice  of  more  than  lit  i?  passed,  payments,  in  some  of  the  land  dis 
§6,ni;0,000,  which  was  in  the  ti-easiiry  on  the  first  j  trie' r.  will  be  greatly  diminished, 
day  ufjanuarv,  iSIS.  The  extent  lo  which  the  payments  into  the  trea- 

These  ten^porary  sources  of  supply  beii^^  nearly  isury,  during  the  year  1819,  will  be  affected  by  the 


ex'iau^led,  t!ic  expei\diture  of  the  year  1819,  mus 
principally  depend  upon  the  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury fiou)  the  permanent  revenue  duriu-g  that  year. 
As  was  anticipated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  re- 
action produced  by  the  excessive  importations  of 
f  >rpign  merchandize,  during  the  years  1815  and 
1S16,  ncq'iired  its  greatest  force  in  the  ye*r  1817. 
r.  i.s  p:t.snmed,  that  th£  revenue  which  shall  ac- 
crue   duii.ig    the  present  year  from  imports  and 


general  pressure  upon  the  commnnify,  which  has 
been  described,  and  which  is  tiie  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  over-trading  cf  the  banks,  and  the 
exportation  of  specie  to  tb.eEist  Indies,  aggravate 
ed  by  tlie  temporary  failure  of  the  ordinary  supply 
of  the  precious  metals  from  the  Spanish  Auiei'ican 
mines,  cannot  at  this  time  be  correctly  appreciated. 
Sliould  it  e.-sceed  what  has  been  contemplated  ia 
this  report,  the  appropriations  must  be  diminishod, 


tonnage.  i;i:iy  be  considered  as  tho  average  amount  the  revenue  enlarged  by  new  imposition'-.,  or  tcm- 

'por.iry  loans  authorised  to  meet  the  deficiency.  As 
the  expenditure  of  the  year  1320  will  be  gre.itly 
reduced  by  the  irredeemable  quality  of  tlie  puldic 
debt,  after  the  redemption  oftlie  remaiuing  moiety 
of  the  Louisiana  stock,  which  may  be  eific'edon 
the  2ist  day  of  October,  1819,  a  resort  to  tempo- 
rary loans,  or  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  .o  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency,  should  aiiy  occur,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  preferable  to  the  imposition  of  new 
taxes,  which  would  not  be  required  after  that 
vear. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WiM,  II.  CRAWFORD. 
TnEAsrnT  depautmext,    ~) 
November  21s\,  1818    S 


which  will  be  annually  received  from  that  source 
cf  'iie  revenue. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  bonds  taken  for  secur- 
ing duties,  which  were  outstanding  on  the  30th  day 
of  Sspteuiber  last,  exceeded  S23,000,000;  and  the 
receipts  into  tlie  treasin-y,  from  that  source  of  re 
venue,  during  the  year  1819,  is  estimated  at 

dolls.    2;,coo,ooo 

Piiblii'  lancts  J,5'  O.dlo 

Dici'fit  tux  and  intemaHiitiei  7.';o,ooo 

Baiik  <iiviaeiiL'5,at  6  per  tent.  420,0C0 

First  (wyiiieiit  ot'  bonus,  due  by  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  500.000 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts  S0,000 

Amounting  togetlipr  to       dolls. 
■VVIiieti,  added  to  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the 
Istiiay  of  January,  1819,  estimated  at 


24,220,000 
e.I12,40S   54 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of  doHs.    »b,2J2,408  59 

The  probable  authorised  demands  on  the  treasu- 
ry, during  the  year  1019,  ate  estimated  to  amount 
to  dolls.    24,515,219  76 

viz. 

Civil,  diplomatic  end  miscellaneous  expen- 
ses 1,619,836  31 

Militai'y  department,  including  the  Indian 
depattineiit,  permanent  Indian  annuities, 
niilitary  and  revolutionary  pensions,  and 
arniiii)^  the  militia  8,666,252  85 

Navy  rii  partinent,  including  1,000,000  dol- 
Itri  liirtlie  ^raduivl  increase  o>"  the  navy  3,802,436  60 

Vulilic  lioiliUngs,  and  for  discharging  thedc- 
pianils  uf  the  coiuracturs  fur  niaUiug  the 
Cuniierland  road  326,644 

Pu'.lk-  debt  10,000,000 

For  bnd'Ung  custom  houses  and  public  wave- 
Ikiiisi  s  at  New  Oikaiis  and  other  ports        100,000 

Which.  b?ing  dediittfd  frnrn  the  amount  estimated 
to  Ite  received  Into  the  treasury,  including  the  ba- 
laiiee  on  the  1st  day  uf  January,  1819,  leaves  a  ba- 
lance in  the  treasury,  on  llie  1st  day  of  January, 
l!l.iO,  of  doUs.'    1,717,183  83 

la  presenting  this  estimate  of  receipts  for  the 
vii.r  1819,  it  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  sum 
tn  be  received  from  the  customs  is  less  than  wliat, 
from  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  bondr,  would, 
undpr  crJinaiy  circumstances,  be  received.  The 
ainoimt  of  the  sales  (jf  public  lands  during  the  last 
year,  and  the  sum  due  at  this  time  by  the  purcha- 
sers, would  justify  a  much  higher  estimate  of  the 
receipts  from  that  important  branch  of  revenue,  if 
the  most  serious  dilficulty,  in  making  payments, 
v.'.isnot  known  lo  exist.  The  excessive  issues  of 
tlie  bardcs,  during  the  stispensian  of  specie    pay- 
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EUROPr.AS  PornLATIOHT. 

A  London  paper  says— It  is  generally  supposed 
that  the  population  of  this  country  has  been  in- 
creasing more  rapidly  during  the  last  cen'ury,  than 
that  of  the  other  countries  of  Europe.  We  believe, 
that  with  the  exception  of  Spain,  almost  all  the 
other  states  of  Europe  have  increased  at  an  ec[ua!, 
and  some  such  as  Russia,  at  a  much  greater  rate. 
Mr.  IlicKMAN,  in  the  preface  to  the  last  populadon 
returns,  states  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales,  in  1700,  at  5,475,000,  and  in  1811,  it  was 
10,488,000.  h\  Sweden  Proper,  one  of  the  poorest 
countries  of  Eumpe,  the  population  in  1716,  was 
■907,969.  In  1816,  Sv/eden  Proper,  had  2,464,941 
inhabiumts.  At  the  fjrmer  period  too,  Sweden 
had  only  17  iron  works,  one  allum  work,  one  glass- 
house, one  p.iper  mill,  and  eight  manuf.iCturing  es- 
tablishments. At  the  latter  it  had  560  iron  works 
and  mines,  and  901  manufacturing  establishments. 
We  do  not  certainly  exaggerate,  wlitu'  we  say,  that 
the  population  of  Europe,  notwithstanding  all  ijs 
wars,  Stc.  has  at  least  doubled  during  the  last  lOU 
years. 

F.NGLAT»D. 

A  man  lias  walked  74  miles  a  day  for  six  succres^ 
sive  days— but  nearly  killed  himself  by  Uie  useless 
exertion.  . 

The  amiable  prince  Leopold,  to  whom  the  people 


Tirentf,  and  the  great  exportdtion  of  the  precious' of  England  pay /.50,WJ  sterling,  or  22^,000  dollur  , 
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a  vear,  foi"  *ij*^  ho^ior  he  did  theoj  in   marryiiip;-  the 


lale  princess  Ciiailotte,  lately  brought  an  action 
of  trP8;^«ss  agiiinst  a  {gentleman  f  ji-  sliooiiriEf  on 
grounds  rented  by  i  im — and  received  one  sliiUing 
damages.  This  ill-bred  Dutcbnr.an  is  very  unpopu- 
lar with  th'  ppople. 

Mr.  O'.Me^ra,  the  surgeon  who  attended  Bona- 
parte iit  St.  Helena,  is  sciid  to  have  had  several  very 
lonf  interviews  wiUi  niinisters. 

1;  is  srdd  that  t!>e  cotlon  spinners  at  Mancliester 
Jjav:  returned  to  their  labor;  but  that  the  weavers 
wei'C  silll  idle. 

I?  is  statei  that  the  weavers  who  are  emplcyed 
cflv7iof  earn  more  than  eijjht  or  ten  shillings  per 
week,  at  Manchester— and,  as  provisions  are  very 
liigi  ,  s*rong'  bodies  of  troops  are  to  be  stationed 
liier^*  during  the  winter  to  teach  them  hov/  to  be 
half'-s;arved  without  grumbling,  "W'hat  a  state  of 
thiiig!^! 

Ai  the  late  assizes  fur  IFaniiicks/iire,  sixty-two 
persons  were  sentenced  to  dcatli,  five  of  whom  were  |  Ain, 
jii't  rwards  ordered  for  execution.     Fifty-two  were  {  ALsne, 
scnteuced  to  various  terms  of  transportation,  and  j  x\.llier, 


Liverpool  corn  exchange,  Sept.  29  —  Since  our  last 
tlie  import  ofprain  has  been  very  trifling.  Ameri- 
can flour  is  one  Is.  per  bhl.  cheaper — price  43  to 
47s.     American  wheat  lit:,  a  lis.  6J. 

THANCE. 

The  vintage  is  s;.id  to  be  very  abimdant. 

It  is  asserted  in  a  private  letter  from  I'arip,  that 
the  marr'age  of  marshal  Macdonald,with  tlie  widow 
of  g^en.  Moreau,  was  certain. 

An  ordinance  of  the  king  has  been  is.siied  for 
C'tlliHff  J'yom  the  clcsses — the  polite  "le^iiimitt'" 
phrase  for  the  old  and  abused  word  "conscript  i.>n  — 
horrible  French  conscription" — anew  army  of  forty 
tliousand  i;  en.  Each  department  is  to  furnish  its 
number  according  to  its  population — 1  to  every  7.3 
persons  of  the  whole  population— or,  allowing  one 
fifth  thereof  to  be  able  to  carry  arms,  one  man 
out  of  every  146  persons  so  cspable. 

To  the  ordinuice  is  affixed  a  table  of  the  present 
population  of  France,  as  follows: 

322,077  L'jtet.Garonne,    326.1:7 


442,939 
260.266 


fifty-si.x  to  other  punishrrients.  Of  229  priseners, 
of  which  the  calendr.r  consisved,  nearly  one  hilf  had 
not  attained  the  age  of  twenty -years.     [Low.  Mag. 

An  iron  sloop  was  late  luunched   from  the  works 
«f  Mr.  Joseph  Shaw,  at  Munslel,  wliich,  a  few  days  |  '^'"''^ge* 
ago  brought   up  to  Leeds   32   tons   of  coals   from  !  A.ube, 


AJpes,  (Busses)  146  994 
Alpes,  (Hautes)  124,763 
Ardeche,  290,833 

Ardennes,  251.589 

222,827 
238,819 


Aude,  240,993 

Aveyron,  331,373 

Bouches  du-Rhone, 


Thorpllall  colliery.  This  vessel,  which  measures 
56  f-et  in  length,  by  9  feet  6  inches  in  breadth, 
clra»vs  only  3  leet  4-  inches  of  water,  and  would  if 
enlarged  to  the  same  size,  carry  fifieea  tons  more 
than  a  common  sloop  built  of  wood.  Calvados, 

Wages   in   England.-— The    Manchester    papers  |  ciiaren'te 
state  that  the  mnjority  of  persons  who  had  turned  I  charente'lnferi- 
eut  for  wages,  had  returned  to  their  employments,  |      g^.^ 
apart  of  the   extra  wages  which  they  demanderl  j  qi^^j.  ^ 
having  been  paid,  and  a  further  advance  promised  i  Correze 
as  the  demand  for  particular  articles  of  nianufac-  Ljorse    ' 
lures  increased.     According  to  the  prices  at  pre-  Q,^^^g  j.q^ 
«er,t  paid,  'he  fi..e  spinners,  on  large  mules  say,  300   Cotes-du-Nord 
spindles  each,  c^m  earn  from  30  to  35  ahiUings  per  I  q,,  "  * 


293.2, 
505,42t 


J3 


251,436brne, 
326,885 


Lozere, 

Maine-et-Loire, 

Manche, 

Marne, 

Marne  (Haute) 

Mayenne, 

Meurthe, 

Mcuse, 

Morbihan, 

Moselle, 

Xievre, 

Nord, 

Oise, 


143,247 
404,489 
581,4-29 
311,017 
237, 7«5 
332,253 
565.510 
284.703 
403,423 
349  697 
232,  63 


week— on  mules  of  180  or  200  spindles,  from  22  'o  1  Oordotrne 
24  shillings.     An  adv.ince  of  four  shillings  on  the  '  jj^^j^^'^     * 
pound  has  been  paid  the  weavers,  though  the  papei-s  !  i^.f^^ 
nien!ioi)  that  even  the  full  advin.ce  demanded,  7s.  !  p^pg    ' 
would  not  enable  one  weaver  in  twen;  v  to  earn,  1?^.  i  p,,,,  ',t  t  „:,. 
per  week.    1  he  fustn.n  weavers  liad  obtained  then-  j  }.-i„i^tere 
advance — they  now  receive  2..  6d.  per  lb.  for  what  i(-',!p,i        ' 
they  recently  received  but  Is,    The  dyers  have  had   Q.^Y^,l^ 
their  wages  increased  2s.  per  week;  and  they  now    ^1^^^' 


rs, 

Gironde, 

Cotton.     "The  total  import  into  Great  Britain,  of  llier;<ult, 


receive  from  12  to  15.s.  per  week 


398,892 
228,153 
254,271 
174,702 
355,436 
519,6:'0 
226,224 
424,113 
240..550 
253,372 
421,461 
2(35  996 
45^,895 
322,844 
nne  (Haute)  367,551 


383,507 
425,920 
570,;;38 
512,«34 


cotton,  this  year,  compared  with  that  of  last  yctt.r, 
during  the  same  months,  is  as;  follov,-  : 

From  the  1st  Jan.  to  ikeolst  Aii:,^.  1817. 
From  the  U,)itpd  State"^, 

Brazil  and  Portugal, 

E:<st  Indies, 

West  Indies,  S;c. 


167,103  bags. 
51,625 
72  892 

3l   .:'66 


From  the  1st  Jan.  to  the  31sf  Au^.  1818 


Ute-et.  Vilaine, 
Indro, 

l:;dre-et  Loire, 
liere, 
.(uri, 
Landes, 
Loire-et-Cher, 
Loire, 
323,886  bags.  lLoi'2  (Haute) 


Pas-de  Calais, 
Puy-de  Dome, 
Pyrenees  (Basses) 

383,502 
Pyrenees  (Hautes) 

198,763 
Pyrenees  Orien- 

tales,  126,626 

Uhin  (Bas)  439,275 

Rhin  (Haut)  336,940 

Rhone,  340,980 

Saene  (Haute)  300,135 
Saone-et-Loire,  471,457 
Sarthe,  410,380 

Seine,  657,170 

Seine-et-Mame,  304,0t)8 
Seine-et-Orsc,  430  972 
286,497  Seine-lnferieure,  642,948 
514,462  Sevres  (Deux)  254,105 
299,999  Somme,  495,058 

508  344  Tarn,  29.5,885 

204,721  Tarn-et-Garonne,23v{,514 
275,071  Var,  583.296 

471,660  Vacluse,  205  8.^,2 

292.883  Vendee,  268,746 

240,146  Vienne,  2.53,048 

213,482  Vienne  (Haute)    243.195 
315  858  Vosges,  334,169 

268,2u2  Yonne,  3'26.324 


Prom  the  United  State.s, 

Brazil  and  Portugal, 
East  Indies, 
West  Indies, 


176  563  bags 
112,7^*3 
135... 32 

2o.277 


452,955 


Loire-lnferieure,  407,827 
iLoiret,  285,395  28,95S,0-i-3 

I  Lot,  263,149 

AIX    I.A  CHAPEttA. 

It  is  stated  tliat  on  the  3d  of  October,  the  ali'ed 
sovereigns  at  Aix  la  Chapella  agreed  upon  the  eva- 
GUHiion  of  France,  to  take  place  in  tiie  course  of 


Making  an  increase  this  year  of  about  130,000  i  that  rnonlh.  Mr.  Bering  was  consulted  as  to  the 
oags,  atid  there  is  f.n  increase  of  stock  m  the  king-  j  payment  of  the  contribuuons,  he.  the  purtitjus  jllot- 
aum  in  nearly  an  equal  proporlion."        '  i  ted  are  as  follows;  to  Russia-  48  millions;  Enghind 
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48;  Aiv7'ria  -i'>om  40;  the  Nelherlands  22;  and  Ba- 
varJH  10  millions — Uie  wliole  to  be  paid  in  nsne 
montlis. 

It  was  believed  that  tlie.allied  princes  had  total 

"Ty  refused  lo  inierfere  between  Spain  and  ber  ro- 

Joi'ifH.     It  was  supposed  they  would  break  up  the 

ccngres-;    af- er    a   se^:sio!)    of  about  15   days — btil 

llifir  ni;nibte:s  will    emj.ii  to  discuss  minor  points. 

MAPOLKOK   MOMArAIlTK. 


against  his  dismissal,  wi'h  whatever  pretext  it  may 
be  attempted  to  be  colored,  unless  it  be  the  con- 


sequence  of  a  legal  decision. 

1  have  the  honor  to  Le,  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur, 
your  very  liumbleand  very  obedient  servant. 

(Signed)  COUNT  EERTRAND. 

To  Gov.  Lieut.  Col.  Sir  Hudson  Lovve. 

SPAT^. 

Spain  has  issued,  at  various  times,  one  hundred 
Fresh  alarms.  The  London  Courier  says,  that  ex- ;  thousand,  five  hundred  millions  of  [reals]  royal 
peri^f  ced  nautical  men,  who  have  had  an  oppor- i  tja/es— a  son  of  exchequer  bills — which  were  pro* 
luiiity  (if  inspecting  tiestexii  vessel  of  lord  Ciich- { mised  to  be  redeemed,  but  are  not;  which  bore 
rane,  h.uve  been  ;;'rurk  >'  ith  its  remarkable  adanta- j  an  interest,  that  has  not  been  paid.  A  third  part 
tion  for  navigruing  upon  snc!>  a  coast  as  the  wind-i  of  these  have  been  funded  at  4  percent,  interest-- 
v/Hfd  island  of  St  Helena;  and  observes,  as  a  naval  the  other  two~thirds  are  indefinitely  postponed. 
ofHcer,  h  rd  Cociirane   never  showed  himself  defi.|      Great  elTorVs  are  making  to  send  troops  and  mu- 


C!."r.t  in  eistcrprize,  and  to  his  natural  ardor  is  now 
added  tlie  excitement  of  desperate  fortune';.  His 
cl>,HV;>Cver  has  been  mucli  mistaken,  or  tlieve  are 
fe^v  things  ihat  would  gratify  him  more  than  to  be- 
come tiie  liberator  of  Napoleon.  If  be  succeeded, 
his  f.ic  'Aotild  bo  turne'  with  that  of  Bo!  aparte,  if 
he  faile-I  he  might  still  become  an  insurgent  admi- 
ral. But  it  is  s  lid  he  h.)s  gone  to  Chili;  it  tv-ill  not 
h«  irach  out  of  his  way  to  call  at  St.  Helena.  The 
Courier  also  mejitions  the  recenl  union  of  the  Bo 


nitions  of  war  to  America.  It  is  said  that  2500  in- 
fantry and  300  picked  artillery  will  immediately 
sail  from  Cadiz  to  Havanna! 

A  serious  disturbance  lately  broke  out  among 
the  Spanish  troops  at  Corunna,  in  consequence  of 
receiving  no  pay  for  more  than  a  year.  A  forced 
loan  was  made  on  the  inhabitants,  and  the  soldiers 
having  received  part  of  their  pay,  returned  to  their 
dutv. 

A  letter  from  Gibraltar  says— "A  discovery  has 


rap  rii^ts  in  theprovince  ofTexas  on  the  Trinity  ri.  recently  been  made  of  a  deposite  in  the  bank  of 


ver,  who  may  pvobably  supply  the  resources  long 
since  contemplated. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  pope  has  requested  leave 
to  send  a  priest  to  comfort  Napoleon  in  his  con- 
lincment,  supposed  to  be  at  the  instigation  of  his 
fiimily  resident  at  Rome. 

It  is  said  that  tl  e  ex  empress  ^laria  Louisa  has 
prevailed  on  her  faiher  Xhe  emperor  of  Austria, 
to  support  the  proposals  which  are  to  be  made  at 
the  congress,  to  remove  Napoleon  to  a  climate 
more  congenial  to  Iiis  health. 

Amn.ig  a  series  of  papers  respec'ing  the  medical 
attendance  of  the  exile  of  St  Helena,  we  find  the 
following  letter,  apparently  cf  an  authentic  charac- 
ter, the  language  uf  whicli  shews  iliat  a  proud  spi- 
rit yet  animates  theenf'  ebled  frame  of  ihe  prisoner: 
tONRWooD,  April,  18,  1818. 

Jhfonsieitr  le  Govvernenv.  Doctor  O'Meara  made 
Icnnwn  .o  me  yesterday,  that,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  emanating  from  you,  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
■Shis  island.  Q-.  this  occasion  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  you  to  consider  that  JNI.O'Meara  was  given 
us  by  your  g'^vernuienl  on  our  demand, and  by  way  of 
tiubstitule  for  a  French  physici;in;  tliat  the  emperor 
lias  been  for  seven  months  affected  with  a  chronical ! 
disease  in  xhe  liver,  a  disease  mort.d  in  this  country, 
and  occasioned  by  the  want  of  exercise,  wlijch  he 
has  been  unable  to  take  for  two  years,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  abused,  and  still  abuse  your 
povveis;  that  things  arc  come  to  tliat  p»ss  that  the 
patient  requires  attendance  every  day-thai  for  two 
years  you  have  been  wishing  to  dismiss  M.O'.Meara 
to  substitute  M  IJaxter  in  his  pbce;  that  notwivh- 
fetandiiig  yn\u-  reiterated  applications,  the  emperor 
lias  cons.tantly  refused  to  receive  the  physician,  for 
whom  he  has  an  invincible  repugnance. —  Consider 
that  if  you  take  fn  m  nim  M.O'Meara,  without  sup- 
plyiiig  his  pl.'ice  by  a  Fr' nch  or  Italian  physician 
already  known,  you  oblige  ♦his  prince  ty  die  desti- 
tute of  all  assistance.  He  is  determined  on  Ihii 
point.  His  agony  will  be  the  more  pair.ful;  but  the 
sufiTerings  of  tlie  body  are  temporar\';  whereas  the 
opp'obrium  which  sucli  ferocious  conduct  stamps 
on  t'le  character  of  your  nation  \\iil  be  eternal. 

I  a:n  'ns'rticted — Is'  To  declare  tliat  Doctor  O' 
Meara,  is  the  only  pl;ysici  :n  on  ihis  reck  in  whom 
the  patient  bus  any  confidence.     2d.  To  protest 


England,  by  the  king  of  Spain,  of  37^  millions  of 
dollars,  which  has  given  rise  to  a"  variety  of  sugges-, 
tioiis. 

"Three  Russian  frigates  arrived  last  week  at 
Cadiz,  as  a  present  from  the  emperor  to  his  catho- 
lic mjesty,  perhaps  by  way  of  making  amends  for 
the  rot! en  ships  the  former  sold  the  latter  last  win- 
ter. We  have  yet  to  learn,  however,  whether  the 
present  be  rotten  or  sound,  and  upon  what  terms 
the  officers  and  crews  are  to  get  home.  If  us  the 
others  did,  it  will  turn  out  an  Iris!)  present  indeed!" 
T!;e  Russian  ambassador  seems  quite  out  of  favor 
at  Madrid. 

Official  article— royal  r/ecrees.— "Having  judged 
it  expedient  to  remove  don  Joseph  Gurcia  Leon  y 
Pizarro  from  his  office  of  my  secretary  of  state,  I 
app<unt  as  his  successor, /lar  interim,  the  marquis  de 
(Lz\  Irujo,  my  honorary  counsellor  cf  state.  By 
these  presents  it  is  made  known,  in  order  to  be 
communicated  to  all  whom  may  concern. 

"Signed  by  the  king's  hand,  at  the  palace,  the 
"14tL'  ofSepteinber,  1818. 
"To  don  Francois  Egnia" 

"I  Uave  removed  don  Joseph  Vasquez  Figueron 
from  his  office  of  secretary  of  state  and  the  marine, 
and  bv  virtue  hereof,  appomt  it  to  be  filled  by  lieut. 
gen.  don  Balthaser  Hidalgo  de  Cisneros,  capt.  gen. 
of  the  department  of  Cadiz.  Until  his  arrival  at  the 
capital,  this  department  is  under  your  charge. 

"Signed  bv  the  king's  hand,  at  the  palace,  the 
"14!  Ii  c,f  September,  1818.'-' 
"To  (Ion  Francois  Epiiu" 

"In  co'isideraiion  of  the  bad  state  of  the  he.iUh 
of  don  Martin  de  Garay,  and  tliat  he  may  be  enabled 
to  recuver  it,  I  have  removed  him  from  his  oihce 
of  secretary  of  state,  and  of  the  finances  ofSpain  and 
the  indies."  I  appoint,  as  his  successor,  parintenm, 
don  Joseph  Imuz,  my  counsellor  of  finances,  and 
first  director-general  of  the  rentes.  By  these  pre- 
sents it  is  made  known  to  you. 

"Signed  by  the  king's  hand,  at  the  palace,  the 
"14ih  of  September,  1818. 
"To  (Ion  Francois  Etrnia." 

The  new  grand  inquisitor,  who  has  recently  been 

appointed,  is  vhe  bisliop  of  Tarrazona,  >I.  Ca.stidon. 

This  change  in  the  ministry  has  astonished  ever)* 

body,  by  the  celerity  and  mystery  with  wliicb  » 
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was  effected.  The  ministers  were  ignorant  of  their  j 
fite  on  the  evening  of  the  14tb,  when  ih'^y  rotiini-  j 
edfrom  the  palace,  and  they  were  only  informed  of  j 
it  at  midnight,  by  an  officer  of  the  war  department, 
MErnia;  by  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
they  had  quitted  Madrid.  M.  Pizarro  on  the  route 
to  Valencia,  with  his  wife  in  the  last  state  of  preg- 
nancy; M.  Gar^y,  on  that  to  Saragossa,  and  M.  Fi- 
<'ueron,  with  his  tumily,  on  that  to  Corunna. 
"  London,  Oct.  2.— Intelligence  from  Mrulrid  states, 
that  the  pope,  in  commisseration,  as  it  is  asserted, 
oflhe  deplorable  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  trea- 
sury, has  allowed  the  king  to  make  a  temporary  and 
contingent  appropriation  of  part  of  the  income  of 
the  church,  by  suspending  tlie  appointment  to  ec- 
clesiastic dignities  and  benrficies  for  the  space  of 
two  years,  and  converting  their  revetuiesi  to  Uie  use 
ofthegovernment.  Hardly  ever,  since  the  emission 
of  French  assignats,  was  national  paper  in  a  more 
depreciated  condition  than  that  of  Spain.  The  con- 
solidated vales  are  40  per  cent,  belt.w  par;  ihe  non- 
consolida'ed  84  per  cent— that  is  100  are  worth  16; 
and  the  loss  on  the  ordinary  vales  is  75  per  cent. 
The  cortes  of  Navarre  have  furnislied  (or  promised) 
a  supply  of  800,000  piastres  (/.lGc>,000)  payable  in 
five  years. 

r.ivGLAni),  nusssiA  and  spaiiv. 
An  imporant  communication  had  been  received 
ill  London  from  Spain;  from  which  it  appears,  tliat 
the  Russian  interest  predominated  over  the  councils 
of  the  Spanish  cabii:et,  but  by  the  timely  zeal  of  the 
Knglisli'  minister  there,  that  interest  had  been  put 
down;  tliat  the  Spanish  king  had  dismissed  his  mi- 
nisters; and  by  the  advice  of  the  f^nglish  minister  all 
proscriptions  are  to  cease,  and  the  inquisition  is  to 
be  limited  in  its  powers. 

ESGLAND  ASD  nCSSIA. 

The  English  have  modestly  a.sked  the  emperor  of 
Russia  to  pay  them  the  value  of  certain  vessels  and 
their  cargoes — (about  150  sail,  and  to  the  amount  of 
several  njillions)  which  he  seized  and  sequestered 
in  his  ports  some  years  ago— for  sailing  under 
TonoED  papers,  and  acknowledged  to  be  forgeries. 
The  emperor  has  very  properly  rejected  the  claims 
o^W\t  counterfeiters,  though  the  British  government, 
which  never  pardon /or^-er/es,  has  deeply  interested 
itself  in  the  negociation. 

PHCSSIA.- 

The  German  papers  state,  that  there  is  no  longer 
any  doubt  that  count  BernstofF  would  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Prussian  administration,  as  vice 
chuncellor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  It  would 
appe.u  strange,  the  same  paper  continues,  that  a 
foreigQ  ambassador  should  become  minister  of  slate 
to  the  court  of  which  he  is  accredited. 

BRITISH  POLAR  EXPEDITION'. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  British  sometime 
ago,  fitted  out  two  vessels  to  proceed,  it  possible, 
to  the  North  Pole,  well  supplied  witli  every  thing 
that  ingenuity  could  devise  to  combat  with  the 
•hortors  of  the  icy  ocean.  We  have  accounts  from 
these  ships  dated  in  June  and  .luly  last.  In  lat.  67" 
22' June  17,  the  v.'riter  of  tlie  letter  was  very  macli 
surprised  to  find  upwards  of  thirty  British  ships  at 
anchor  among  the  icebergs,  beyond  him— just  as 
tine  of  the  great  circum-navigators  was  astonished 
to  find  a  yankee  schooner  in  some  bay  v  r  river  on 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  si-veral  years 
since,  whose  crew  had  been  metamorphosed  in'o 
blacksmiths,  and  were  very  orderly  at  work  in 
manufacturing  hatchets  and  knives,  to  trade  wiili 
the  Indians.  A  postscript  to  a  letter  dated  July  6, 
says— I  have  just  measured  the  heiglit  of  an  ice- 
''"s,  which  is  123  1-2  feet,  and  is  aground  m  125 


f;Uhoms.  This  is  literally  a  small  one  compared 
with  some  hundreds  that  we  have  seen.  Feet 
above  water,  and  fathoms  under,  seem  to  be  the 
general  run  ot  their  specific  gravity." 

A  letter  of  the  9th  July,  m  lai.  74:'*  N.  W.  55^' 
says — "We  have  had  a  very  pleasant  voyage  hiiher- 
tf),  only  some  hard  work  now  and  then  getting 
througli  the  ice,  and  at  this  moment  are  a  little 
still,  but  we  expoct  in  a  ^e\v  days  the  ice  will  clear 
away,  so  that  we  creep  on  moderately;  but  we  still 
expect  to  eat  our  Christmas  dinner  at  the  Pole; 
and  next  year  at  Woolwich, after  doubling  the  cape. 

"We  have  been  honored  with  the  company  of 
eiglit  men  and  six  women,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
O'Uniry;  they  dance  like  devils,  and  are  very  good 
natured  folks,  but  indoleiit;  they  dress  in  seal  skins, 
both  men  and  v/omen;  a  frock  comes  down  to  tlieir 
waitit,  with  a  hood  to  it,  which  they  turn  up  at 
pleasure;  both  sexes  wear  boots  and  breeches,  so 
that  they  mnke  a  very  curious  appearance.  1  think, 
if  1  had  them  in  London,  I  could  make  a  ptetiy 
sum  by  showing  them.  Tliere  is  an  end  to  fight- 
ing for  the  breeches  between  them,  as  their  dress 
is  alike,  except  that  the  female  adds  a  bit  of  red 
tape  to  the  top  of  her  hair." 

DUAZII.. 

Produce  at  Pernambuc"^  is  said  to  be  scr.rce  on 
a.":count  of  the  conscription  of  t!ie  country  people, 
wlien  bringing  their  articles  to  the  city.  They  are 
seized  upon  for  sohlicrs  v.'i:liout  the  least  ceremony 
— their  houses  are  entered  and,  without  any  pre- 
vious notice,  all  the  males  are  dragged  ofij  and  sent 
to  distant  gaj-risons.  But  this  is  legitimate — and 
therefore  notliing. 

Incult  to  onrjlatr. — A  letter  from  Mr.  Bailey,  son 
of  gen.  B^iiley,  of  N.  Yi»rk,  d  ited  Rio  Janeiro,  Sept. 
28,  details  the  particulars  of  tlie  seiz  ire  of  the  s''ip 
ChaUDcey,  in  wliich  Mr.  B.  went  out  for  the  restora- 
tion of  his  heallh,  and  the  imprisonmetit  of  the  offi- 
cers, passengers  and  crew,  by  the  ofTicers  of  the 
Portuguese  government.  I'he  vessel  was  seized  by 
an  armed  fci-ce,  after  her  papers  had  been  examin- 
ed by  the  proper  officers,  the  ship  plundered  of 
many  articles,  the  American  ensign  struck, the  crew 
taken  on  board  a  74,  and  Mr.  B.  and  several  oliiers  " 
thrown  into  a  damp  and  loatlisorue  dungeon;  where 
in  all  probability,  tliey  would  have  continued,  but 
for  the  spirited  conduct  of  our  minister,  Mr.  Sump- 
ler,  who  effected  their  release,  as  well  as  that  or* 
|the»hip.  The  minister  declared  to  i-  i  government, 
his  determinalioi)  to  quit  the  country,  unless  pro- 
per satisfaclion  was  made  for  the  insult  given  tu 
our  flag.  The  pretence  for  this  conduct,  was  a  sus- 
picion tliat  the  Ciiauiicey  was  a  pirate.  Slie  is  on  a 
voyage  to  the  E.i3l-lndies. 

MKXICO. 

A  newspaper  printed  at  Havanna,  Oct.  18,  gives 
tlie  reports  of  sundry  comfuandants  of  prdvincos 
in  Mexico,  which  generally  agree  in  saying  that  the- 
country  is  tranquil. 

FLORIDA. 

From  Ilavannawe  learn  that  a  new  governor Avas 
about  to  leave  tliat  place  for  Peiisacoli.  The  c.ir- 
lel  Peggy,  wliich  carried  the  former  governor  and 
g:irrison  to  llavanna,  was  overiiauled  by  a  vessel 
under  the  independent  flag,  and  the  boarders  seiz- 
ed upon  gov.  Masot  and  hung  him  until  he  confes!- 
.seil  where  his  money  was — the  amount  was  SOOO 
liullars,  which,  with  certain  negroes,  and  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  Spaniards, tliey  carried  away. 

E;g!u  men,  considered  as  pirates  and  de  tecled  in 
smugglirig,  liave  been  cauglit  and  lianiJed  over  to 
the  civil  authority,  by  a  scouring  party  uf  t!ie  U.  S. 
troops  from  the  Darancus.- 
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Col.  M.  Lyon's  Petition. 

""o  the  H'jnourahl'  the  Si.'iiate    and  H-nine  of  Repre- 
sentath'L's  of  iliu  United  Ulattia  in  Voiigress. 

The  memoi'ial  and  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  of 
r.i,liiv"ville,  ill  th'j  state  of  Kentucky,  most  respect- 
iuily  rej)n's..'nts — 

THAT  ill  July,  1793,  a  bill  passed  botli  lioiises  nf 
congTess,  and  rjccivcd  the  sanction  of  the  thei; 
president  of  tile  United  Stutes,  com;nonly  called 
the  sedition  law.  That  this  hill  passed  the  house 
of  representatives  by  three  majority  only,  whilst  it 
was  opposed  by  41  members,  viz.  A.  IJaldwin  I). 
Hard,  L.  Benton,  T.  Blunt,  R.  15rent,  S.  Bullock, 
D.  Burg-es,  T.  Claiborne,  Wni.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  ,T. 
Clopton,  .1.  Dawson,  G.  Dent,  J.  Fowler,  A.  Galla- 
tin, J.  Gillespie,  A.  Greg-j^-,  .i.  A.  Hannah,  C.  15. 
Harrison,  J.  N.  Havens.  J.  Heister,  D.  Holmes,  W. 
Jones,  Ji.  I/iving'ston,  51.  Locke,  M.  Lyon,  N.  Ma- 
co;',  Wm.  Matthews,  Elair  M'Clanachaii,  J.  M'Dow- 
ell,  A.  New,  J.  Nicholas,  S.  Smith,  V\vc\.  Smith, 
Jiobert  Spig'g-,  jr.  K.  Stanford,  T.  Smiiptcr,  J.  Trig-,^, 
P.  Van  Courtland,  J.  B.Varnuiii,  A.  Venable,  and 
it.  Williams.  I'hose  patriots,  almost  all  of  whom 
have  g-one  to  a  better  world,  there  to  enjoy  the  fruit.s 
of  their  labors,  in  this  opposed  tlie  bill  not  only  on 
account  of  its  iiiexpedienc}',  but  because  they  con- 
sider >d  it  a  flag-rant  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
tiie  United  States.  On  tlic  same  g-ronnd,  the  bill  was 
opposed  in  the  senate,  by  .Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown, 
iloward-,  Mason,  and  Ta/.v.el].  But  one  opinion 
])ervaded  the  mind  of  the  republican  people  of  the 
nation,  respecting' this  law;  the  Icg'islatures  of  two 
very  important  states  entered  their  solemn  protest 
ag'ainst  it,  denouncing  the  law  as  unconstitutional, 
and  alarming-  in  its  operation  and  consequences. 

Some  time  in  June,  previous  to  the  passage  gf 
this  law,t^there  appeared  in  the  federal  papers, 
printed  in  Pliiladelphia,  aviolent  libel  against  your 
petitioner,  taken  from  the  Vermont  Journal,  print- 
ed in  M'indsor,  Vermont,  by  Alden  Spooner;  which 
libel  charged  your  petitioner  with  many  political 
enormities;  particularly  with  the  high  crime  of  op- 
posing the  executive;  to  which  charge  your  peti- 
tioner, (after  confuting  the  other  charges,)  replied 
by  expostulating  with  the  writer,  (who  was  himself 
In  the  act  of  insulting  and  opposing  one  of  the  con- 
stituted audiorities)  and  observing  that  when  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
government,  4>r  'j-ny  of  its  members,  were  opposed 
to  the  executive,  tlie  same  proof  made  it  evident 
tliat  the  executive  stood  opposed  to  them  or  him. 
Your  petitioner  went  on  to  say,  "as  to  the  execu- 
tive, when  I  shall  see  the  efforts  of  that  power 
bent  on  the  promotion  of  the  comfort,  the  laappi- 
r.ess,  ai\<l  the  accommodatioii  of  the  people,  that 
executive  siiall  have  my  zealous  and  uniform  sup- 
port; but  whenever  I  sliall  on  tlie  part  of  the  exe- 
cutive see  every  considevation  of  the  public  wel- 
fare s'.valUnved  iro  ui  a  continual  gi-asp  for  power; 
in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous  pomp,  foolish 
adul.ation,  and  scdfi.sU  avarice;  v.'hen  1  shall  behold 
men  of  merit  daily  turned  out  ofoHice,  for  no  other 
cause  but  independency  of  sentiment;  when  I  shall 
see  men  of  iirmnes:-;,  years,  abilities,  and  experience, 
discarded  in  their  applications  for  otRce,  for  fear 
they  possess  that  independence,  and  men  of  mean- 
nes-s  preferred  for  tlie  eas-'i  witli  v/hich  they  take 
lip  and  advocate  opinions,  th:-  consequence  of  which 
they  know  but  little  of;  when  I  shall  see  the  sacred 
name  of  religioii  employed  as  a  state  engine  to  make 
men  hate  and  persecute  one  another,  I  shall  not  be 
their  humble  advocate."  For  this  avowal  of  an  ho- 
nest, rational  way  of  thinking,  made  bv  me  on  the 
~Qth  of  June,  1798,  and  sent  to  the  JdiLor  of  the 


Vermont  Journal  on  that  day,  your  petitioner  wa.s 
indicted  in  October  follov/ing,  and  cliai-ged  with  & 
breach  of  the  sedition  law,  which   was  passed  the 
14th  day  of  July  after  the  alleged  crime  was  com- 
mitted; your  petitioner  was  also  charged  with  pub- 
lishing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  American  diplo. 
matic  character  in  France,  to  a  member  of  congress 
in  Philadelphia,  in  which  were  the  following  words: 
"The   misunderstanding  between  the  two  govern- 
ments has  become  extremely  alarming;  confidence 
is  completely  destroyed;  mistrust,  jealousy  and  adis- 
position  of  wi-ong-  attribution  of  motives  are  so  ap. 
parent  as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  in  every 
word  and  action  that  arc  to  come  from  your  execu- 
tive; I  mean  if  your  object  is  to  avoid  hostilities. 
Had  this  truth  been  understood  with  you  before  the 
recal  of  Monroe;  before  the  coming  and  second  com- 
ing of  Pinckncy;  had  it  gudded  the  pens  that  wrote 
the  bullying  .speech  of  your  president,  and  stupid 
answer  of  }our  senate,  in  November  last,  I  should 
[jrobably  have  had  no  occasion  to  address  you  thb 
letter;  but  when  we  found  him  borrowing  the  Ian- 
guag-e   of  Edmund  Burke,  and  telling  the  world 
tlrat  although  he  shoidd  succeed  in  treating  with  the 
French,  there  was  no  dependence  to  be  placed  in 
their  engagements;  that  their  religion  oi-  morality 
was  at   an  end,  and  they  had  turned  pirates  an4 
plunderers,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  perpetu- 
ally armed  against  them,  though  you  were  at  peace, 
we  wondered  that  the  answer  of  both  houses  had 
not  been  an  oi-dev  to  send  him  to  a  mad  house:  in- 
stead of  this  the  senate  have  echoed  the  speech 
with  more   seiwility  than  ever  George  III.  experi- 
enced from  either  house  of  parliament."    These 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  celebrated  Joel  Barloii, 
communicated  to  Ids  brother-in-law,  Abram  Bald- 
win, a  member  of  congress,  wlio  allowed  your  peti. 
tioner  to  take  a  copy  of  the  letter,  in  order  to  shew 
it  to    our  friends.     Your  petitioner's  reading  or 
shewing"  this  copy  to  a  few  persons,  it  seems,  was  the 
ground  of  the  second  count  in  the  indictment,  not- 
withstanding the  advocates  and  expositors  of  the 
sedition  law,  insisted  that  the  law  did  not  go  to  pu- 
nish any  person  for  speaking,  reading,  or  even  wt'A- 
ing,  so  that  fie  did  not  print.     'J"he  indictment  con- 
tained a  third  count,  for  publisldng  and.  aiding  and 
abetting-  in  publishing  the  Barlow  letter.     As  I  had 
not  aided  or  abetted  the   printing  that  letter,  no 
proof  to  that  effect  could  be  produced;  on  the  con- 
trary the  man  who  printed  the  letter  swore  that  he 
obtained  the  copy  iii  my  absence  from  home,  witli- 
out  my  knowledge,  privity,  consent  or  approbation; 
and  that  I  endeavored  to  suppress  it,  by  destroying 
all  the  co])ies  he  had  in  his  jDower  when  I  returned. 
Although  the  judge  admitted  that  my  letter  of  the 
20tli  of  June,  containing*  the  matter  charged  against 
nie  as  a  lil)el,  carried  the  post-mark  of  sometime  in 
JuTie,  and  was  in  that  month  gone  out  of  my  hands, 
power  and  reach,  he  charged  the  jury  to  find  a  ge- 
neral verdict  of  guilty,  alleging  that  as  1  was  a  mem- 
ber of  congress,  and  must  know  that  the  sedition 
law  was  on  the  carpet  and  likely  to  be  passed,  I  had 
hurried  my  letter  purposely  to  get  it  out  of  hand  m 
time  to  evade  the  law,  wliich  evasion  ought  not  to 
be  suffered  to  pass  with  impimity.     He  further  tola 
them  in  reply  to  my  appeal  to  the  jury,  on  the  cru- 
elty of  tiie  power  the   sedition  law  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  judg-es,  tliat  mercy  did  not  belong  to  a 
jury;  merry  was  in  the  hands  of  the  court.    This 
charge  coming  from  a  party  judge,  inhei-iting  the 
spirit  of  a  Jeffries,  and  inflamed  with  anglo-aristo- 
cratic  zeal,  was  the  more  unpardonable,  as  he  niiirht 
h  ive  known  that  the  bill  had  its  first  reading  on  the 
36th  d:iy  of  June,   in   tlie  senate,  six  days  after  niy 
letter  wus  out  of  my  power;  that  it  bad  its  first  read- 
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•  e  in  the  house  of  repvesentativ-es  on  5th  of  July, .  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  has  been  exalted  to 
^d  became  a  law  the  14th.  However,  a  pliantj  one  of  the  most  lionorable  r.tatious  and  places  of  hiprft 
nucked  political  jury,  selected  for  the  purpose,  I  trust  in  the  g-ift  of  the  g-ovcmnicnt;  prejudice  itself 
hMUtrlut  in  a  v«rdi'ct  of  gvulty .  To  explain  how  this  cannot  uttacti  to  \  our  pL-iiiioucr  criminality  for  read- 
iiru  a  packed  political  jury,  I  state,  that  about  two   ing  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  tUis  more  fortu- 

...       ..  •     •  .1   4.1 i.„,i   nate,  good,  and  g-icat  man. 

Amidst  the  ni:;rti!ication  and  siifi'erin,£f  to  \\-h!eh 
^•our  petitioner  was  siihj'c-ted,  he  hadtlie  coissolii- 
tion  to  believe,  that  tin:  cnielly  and  injuiitL-e  exer- 


weeks  before  this  jury  were  summoned,  there  had 
been  an  election  for  a  member  of  congress;  your 
petitioner  was  a  candidate:  the  republican  aiul  fede- 
ral pai-ties  had  disphiyed  the  tjreatest  zeal  on  botli 
sides,  so  that  Uie  side  that  every  man  had  taken  was 
pabli'ciy  known,  and  fresh  in  the  mind  of  every  one. 
Tne  marshal  applied  for  jurymen  to  the  townsUiv>s 
most  decidedly  iigainst  me;  and  when  he  drew  from 
the  box  holding-  the  jurymen's  names,  that  erf"  a  per- 
son who  voted  fcr  me,  he  returned  it  into  the  box, 
on  the  pretext  that  he  was  gone,  or  going  from  home, 
or  was  sick,  and  drew  another.  The  marshal, 
strange  to  tell,  was  mistaken  in  t)ne  miin,  -who,  it 
seems,  had  in  the  election  voted  for  me:  this  man 
was  ordered  oif  the  jury  by  the  judge,  on  the  oatli 
of  a  wretcli  who  falsely  severe,  tliat  he  heard  l;im 
express  a  favoralile  opinion  of  my  cause.  To  add 
tj  these  aggravations,  the  judge,  like  Jeffries  in  the 
case  of  Algernon  Sidney,  refused  every  kind  of 
challenge  made  l)y  me  against  the  jury,  one  of  whom 
had  been  libelling  me  in  tlic  newspapers,  hut  a  few 


cised  toward  h.ini,  would,  by  alarndiig  ttie  peoplii 
and  their  agents,  for  their  rights  and  their  lib  ertie.-j, 
aid  in  bringing  about  tli at  change  in  the  executive 
branch  of  tlie  national  governmeiit,  so  dcvoutlY 
wislicd  for  by  the  repiiblicaus  of  tlie  nation;  .'uid  Iv;: 
had  the  gi-atitication  to  see  that  liis  constitucr.ts  fek 
their  full  share  of  the  indignity  and  contumely  heap- 
ed upon  him.  The  election  heretotbre  spoken  of 
pro\ing  abortive,  by  no  person  having  a  majorit}-  of 
all  the  votes,  an  ek-ction  M'as  held  while  your  peti- 
tioricr  v/as  confined  in  the  dreary  dungeon;  the 
people  of  the  district  came  foith  in  tiieir  poweriuni 
re-elected  liim  their  representative  in  congress,  by 
an  overwhelming  majority.  lie  was  further  consol- 
ed by  tlie  hoi)e  and  the  confidence,  that  the  causa 
in  which  he  suffered  would  eventually  prevail;  ami 
that  in  due  time  ample  iiisiice  would  be  done  to  his 


weeks  before.     In  consequence  of  this  unjustifiable   eluu-acter,  his  feelings  and  liis  property;  by  tlie  ])s- 
j  subsequent  cruel  judgement,  ycur  triots  that  would  co:i!e  into  power.    According  to  his 


verdict,  and  the  subsequ 

petitioner  was  contumeliously  dragged  out  of  his 
own  county,  where  a  decent  jail  v.as  at  the  disposal 
of  the  national  government;  and  in  an  igaoniiiwous 
manner  carried  fifty  miles,  and  in  a  bad  state  of 
hfalth,  thrown  into  a  dismal  dungeon,  the  common 
receptacle  of  robbers,  thieves  and  muixlerers.  In 
this  loathsome  prison,  your  petitioner  languished 
more  tliansix  weeks,  Avithout  hre,  in  the  montlis  of 
October,  November  and  December,  in  the  cold  cli- 


wishcs,  his  clforts  and  his  expectations,  the  poAA  er? 
of  tlie  government  soon  clianged  iiands;  but  alas! 
twenty  years  have  passed  a\v;'.y  since  yt)ar  pctitiones* 
sufiered  those  injuries  in  person,  in  character,  ia 
feeling',  and  in  property;  during-  wliich  time  tha 
government  of  the  nation  have  not  t;dcen  the  stib- 
ject,  so  deserv'ing  their  attention,  into  their  serious 
eonsidcr.ation.  Various  causes  ha->  e  coiispired  to 
protr;K;t  and  delay  that  justice  whicli  so  emincntiy 


mate  of  Vermont,  before  he  Avas  allowed  to  intro-j  concerns  the  clianicter  of  this  republican  natiorj, 
duce  at  his  own  cost  a  small  .stove,  or  to  put  glass  to  J  some  of  which  it  beb.oves  your  petitioner  to  exphiJM 
t(\e  aperture,  which  let  a  small  glimmer  of  light  into  or  to  expose.     On  my  -translation  from  the  dungeon 


tliis  horrid  cell.  All  this  vexatious  cruelty  aiid  po- 
litical degradation,  was,  it  seems,  intended  to  break 
(he  spirit  of  your  petitioner,  and  to  force  him  to  re- 
linquish a  cause  radically  interwoven  in  his  nature; 
as  when  3000  republicans  of  Vermont  petitioned  the 
reigning  President  to  extend  mercy  and  pardon  to 
your  petitioner,  their  agent  was  asked  by  him  if 
Uol.  Lyon  had  petitioned;  he  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative; that  Col.  Lyon  knowing  of  no  v/rong  he  Itad 
ttone,  could  frame  no  petition  parttiking  of  submis- 
sion; yet  he  would  rejoice  to  be  relieved  from  tiie 
edious  prison,  and  suffered  to  see  the  light  of  the 
sun  once  more.  On  which  the  President  declared 
that  submission  must  precede  pardon,  w  ithout  which 
nothing  would  be  done  in  the  business. 

It  has  ever  been  a  mattin*  of  surpnze  to  yoiu'  pc- 
Iftioner,  that  tive  friends  of  the  then  reigiiing  presi- 
dent could  stoop  to  admit  that  his  words  could  be 
apphed  to  the  man  they  idolized.  Had  the  sedi- 
tion law  been  constitutional,  and  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  your  petitioner  been  publialied  by 
Km  after  the  passage  of  th,at  law,  the  vronder  is 
how  diey  c,ul:\  deign  to  supjiose  that  tfiey  applied 
to  president  Adams,  In  180^,  the  subject  -jvas  ac- 
cidentally touched  on   in  congress,   v.hen  B;u'ent 


\\  Vermont,  to  con,gress  hall  in  Philadelphia,  the 
yepublicin  phalanx  of  the  nation  hailed  me  as  a  mar- 
tyr in  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  their  cause,  tlie  cause 
of  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
pre.ss.  The  rep\d)lican  members  of  cofigress,  sym- 
pathising -with  the  feelings  of  their  constituentSj 
;«sured  me  that  when  the  ascendancy  in  the  gov- 
ernment changed  hands,  and  this  was  now  confident- 
ly expected,  justice  would  !)e  done  to  my  character 
and  feelings,  by  a  public  act  of  the  government,  and 
1  should  be  amply  compensated  for  my  sufferings, 
■and  my  losses:  this  was  the  bin-then  of  their  conver-' 
sation  v.itii  me  v.liile  wt*  continued  in  a  minorit}', 
and  until  the  paU-iotic  Jelfej-son  (measurably  owing 
to  nsy  adheranee  to  him)  ascended  the  presiden- 
tial chair.  Sensible  of  the  opposition  h<'  was  doom- 
ed to  meet  with,  I  was  more- concerned  for  his  politi- 
c:U  fame,  and  his  successful  management  of  the  go- 
vernment, than  for  i>v.y  thing  that  pen-onidly  con- 
cerned mys.'h';  T  would  not  solicit  or  receive  any  of 
tiuitg-overnment  patronage  he  had  such  ample  pow- 
er to  bOTtow.  I  wished  him  to  disre.gard  tlie  teaai- 
ings  of  the  greedy  harpies,  v;h9,  whh  the  hope  of 
reward,  iiad  supported  his  election,  and  now  hung 
upon  him  to  tuin   out  iioue-st  federalists   for  their 

lat  anv 


Gardenier,  a  prominent  federal  member,  declared  i  gratif.icaiion  and  benefit;   I  w:i3  unwiilint 
that  every  member  of  that  house  must  approve  the}  thing  should  be   done  under  the    administration  I 
sentiments  for  the  expression  of  which   yotir  peti-j  advocated,  t'lat  Vic  complained  of  under  the  former 
tioner  was  persecuted;   tiiat  they  v/ere  "such  that 
every  member  ought  solemnly  to   swear  lie  would 
?bide  by:  that  is,  when  the  executive  is  doing  right, 
they  will  support  him;  v.hen  doing  wrong,  they  will 
wot  be  his  humble  advocate, 

^As  to  the  Barlow  letter,  the  writer  of  v.  hich  has,  ^  .... 

^w^'e  hs  wrote  it,  been  moi-*!  tlian  evei"  citl'e^sed  hj  that  ju-stice  skcuM  be  done  mc.     The  stn-allnes",  of 


adtniuistration.  H:iving  but  few  wants,  and  itbeinjf 
in  my  i'jos\'er  p.rapiy  to  sujjply  those  wants,  I  was 
willing  to  -aait  i>>r  the  justice  due  to  mc  from  tiie 
nation.  However,  I  forwarded  a  petition  to  con 
gress  at  the  next  session,  to  the  c;-Lre  of  one  of  tlu-.sc 
members  wlio    liad  solemnly   pledged  themselves. 
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the  republicnn  majority,  and  the  violence  of  the, 
federalists,  served  as  an  apology  for  not  presenting 
this  petition. 

When  your  petitiojer  became  a  member  of  the 
8th  cong-ress,  he  enquired  what  his  friends  tliought 
about  that  remuneration  so  faithfully  promised  him. 
They  all  ag-reed  that  it  was  a  debt  of  honour  and 
justice,  due  to  me,  and  I  was  gratified  to  learn  from 
one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  cabinet,  that  the  patriotic 
president  had  ingrafted  into  his  draught  of  the  first 
address  he  proposed  to  make  to  congress,  a  recom- 
mendation to  them  to  provide  for  remunerating 
t'hose  wiio  suffered  under  the  sedition  law.  The 
recommendation  was  expunged  by  the  advice  of  his 
council,  who  considered  tJiat  the  m.easure  ought  to 
originate  with  congress.  I  was  advised  at  that 
time  to  petition  congress,  but  I  thought  my  friends 
who  had  so  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  me, 
ought  to  bring  the  subject  forward:  I  considered  the 
dependent  and  supplicating  situation  which  such  a 
ourse  must  place  a  member  of  congress  in;  I  ])rized 
i'ldependencemore  than  money:  I  felt  that  the  sta- 
t  on  I  was  placed  in  by  my  constituents,  my  duty  to 
t'lem,  and  the  dignity  I  was  bound  to  support,  for- 
bid my  petitioning  while  I  continued  a  member. 
Taus  the  business  wore  along  until  1811,  when  I  left 
oungress.  To  the  12th  congress  I  forwarded  a  pe- 
tition, which  was  referred  to  a  committee,  one  of 
whom  happened  to  be  an  influential  member,  with 
"wiiom  I  had  had  much  altercation.  That  commit- 
tee, it  seems,  made  i^.o  report.  Since  that  time  the 
war  with  Britain,  ar.d  the  business  naturally  attend- 
ant on  and  connected  with  that  glorious  struggle, 
has  so  deservedly  occupied  congress,  that  your 
petitioner  could  not  until  now,  think  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  national  legislature,  to  a  personal 
s  ibject,  which  has.  from  a  cliang'e  in  his  circumstan- 
ces, become  extremely  interesting  to  him.  In 
former  times,  the  wiping  away  the  stigma  and  re- 
proach attached  to  his  character,  was  uppermost  in  ' 
the  mind  of  3'our  petitioner;  but  by  a  series  of  j 
misfortunes  your  petitioner  i^s  reduced  from  opu-.,' 
lence  to  poverty;  being  deeply  engaged  in  the  ex- 
port trade  of  tiiis  productive  country,  he  has  un- 
fortunately sufl'ered  great  losses;  by  the  interrup- 
tions of  trade  he  has  suffered  immense  losses  on 
his  exports;  he  has  suffered  much  by  the  insolvency 
of  those  he  has  dealt  with;  and  he  has  lost  a  valua- 
ble vessel,  and  is  so  reduced  that  he  is  unable  to 
pay  his  just  debts.  His  only  hope  for  paying  those 
debts  before  he  leaves  this  world,  rests  upon  the 
justice  of  congress,  to  whom  he  prays  for  remune- 
ration of  what  has  been  unjustly  taken,  and  impro- 
perly withheld  from  ];:m. — Your  petitioner's  clain^s 
for  one  thousand  dollars,  the  fine  he  paid,  \\'h!chhas 
gone  into  the  treasury;  for  100  dollars  cost  in  the  suit; 
and  738  dollars,  Ibr  his  ])ay  at  6  dollars  a  day,  dur- 
ing tlie  123  days  he  was  unconstitutionally  detained 
in  prison,  and  withheld  by  the  hand  of  power  from 
his  seat  in  congress.  This  last  sum  v/as  included 
in  tlie  appropriation  of  1798,  for  the  compensation 
to  tlje  mcuibers  of  tlie  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, but  has  been  withheld  from  him.  Your 
petitioner  further  prays  for  such  damage  as  con- 
gress may  think  justly  due  to  him  for  being  drag- 
ged from  his  home  and  family,  and  suddenly  taken 
from  his  biisiness  and  thrown  into  a  loathsome  dun- 
geon, and  tluis  deprived  of  his  liberty  for  four 
montiis;  with  such  interest  on  those  sums  as  public 
creditors  in  other  cases  are  entitled  to. 

Your  petitioner  prays  not  for  money  to  spend  or 
to  live  upon.  He  has  accustomed  himself  to  have 
but  few  wants;  he  has  ever  cared  more  for  the  wants 
-of  other  people  tlian  for  Lis  own.     Your  petitioner 


asks  not  for  money  to  give  his  children.  When  he 
was  opulent,  he  thought  not  of  laying  up  money 
for  them;  he  was  e\er  bent  on  educating  and 
bringing  his  children  up  so  as  to  do  for  themselves; 
and  now  your  petitioner  trusts  that  if  congress 
grants  this  petition,  and  the  sum  by  them  granted 
shoud  not  be  sufficient  to  completely  extricate 
him  from  debt,  those  children  will  make  such  ad- 
dition  to  the  sum  as  will  answer  the  purpose,  and 
enable  him  to  descend  to  his  grave  in  peace  with 
all  the  world — a  world  to  which  he  has  been  an 
honest,  an  active,  and  a  faithful  servant. 

It  may  be  alleged,  and  it  has  once  been  said  in 
congress,  that  the  fine  your  petitioner  complains  of, 
or  a  part  of  it,  was  furnished  by  private  subscrip. 
tion.  It  is  true  that  liberal  gentlemen  subscribed 
for  that  purpose:  it  is  also  true  that  but  a  small  part 
of  that  subscription  reached  your  petitioner;  a  part 
of  that  ntoney  was  squandered  in  its  transmission; 
but  much  the  greater  part  collected  was  applied 
with  the  consent  of  your  petitioner  for  the  benefit 
of  suffering  republican  printers:  Haswell  and  Holt's 
fines  were  paid  out  of  that  fund;  and  such  was  the 
feeling  of  your  petitioner  under  the  obligation  sup- 
posed to  be  conferred  on  liim  l)y  his  coadjutors  in 
congress,  that  it  cost  him  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  he  received  to  comphment  them  in  a  manner 
su])posed  to  be  agreeable  to  them,  and  such  as 
would  rid  him  of  the  obhgation.  If  he  missed  any 
gentleman  who  had  contributed  in  his  case,  it  must 
be  owing  to  that  gentleman's  being  absent  from 
congress  at  the  time,  and  to  :5uch  gentleman,  if  ;iny 
such  there  be,  he  holds  himself  indebted.  On  u'le 
27th  of  May,  1809,  when  the  subject  was  accidental' 
ly  touched  upon  in  congress,  Mr.  Sanford  declared, 
that  he  had  contributed;  that  your  petitioner  could 
not  brook  the  idea,  but  returned  the  amount,  and 
he  believed  it  was  returned  to  others.  Mr.  Macon 
corroborated  and  declared,  that  he  believed  every 
man  who  contributed  any  thing  toward  paying  the 
fine  was  remunerated.  Other  testimony  to  the 
same  purpose  can  be  adduced  if  necessary. 

Your  petitioner  tliinks  it  not  au'.iss  to  mention 
to  your  honoi-s,  that  on  a  certain  occasion,  an  offer 
was  made  him  in  the  most  serious  manner,  from 
the  quarter  whence  his  persecutions  and  suf- 
ferings arose,  of  remuneration  for  those  sufferiiif^s 
and  losses,  to  such  an  amount  as  he  pleased  to 
name,  on  condition  that  he  would  sacrifice  his  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  the  presidential  election,  by 
leaving  the  house  of  congress  and  suffering  his 
colleague  from  the  state  of  Vermont  to  give  the 
vote  of  that  state  for  the  federal  canflidate.  The 
disdain  with  which  your  petitioner  rejected  every 
proposition  of  the  kind,  and  the  firmness  with  which 
he  kept  his  post  for  days  and  nights,  although  borne 
down  with  sickness,  will  be  remembered  by  those 
patriots  who  with  him  acted  the  honorable  part  oR 
the  same  occasion. 

Although  it  is  a  long  time  since  your  petitioner 
suffered  those  indignities,  those  abuses,  and  those 
wrongs,  he  lias  never  despaired  of  redress;  nor  can 
he  ever  believe  that  the  voice  of  a  magnanimous 
nation,  understanding  the  quesLion,  can  be  led  to 
refuse  him  justice.  AVhile  he  submits  his  cause  to 
the  proper  tribunal,  hs  takes  the  liberty  to  suggest, 
that  he  being  now  in  his  70th  year,  a  further  delay 
v,-ill  lo(;k  like  a  denial  of  that  justice  he  ]jrays  for: 
therefore,  it  is  for  a  prompt,  a  correct,  and  a  right- 
eous decision,  as  well  as  a  decision  honorable  to  the 
n.ation  and  its  representatives,  th.at  your  petitioner 
most  respectfully  and  fervently  pravs. 

^  M.  LYO^• 

EddyviVe,  K.i;.  Oct.  20,  1818. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Many  pentlem' n  consider  our  collecUons  of  scraps 
as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  interesting  depart- 
ments of  the   llKciisTtn certainly,   tliey   are 

very  troublesome  to  us,  costing  much  labor  and 
attention.     We  take  the  present  opportunity  to 
oispose  of  a  large  quantity  of  them,  which  have 
Hccurnulated  on  our  hands  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
It  is  understood  that  the  day  before  Mr,  Gallatin 
left  London,  about  the  20th  of  October,  he,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Hush,  signed  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  which  is  immediately  expected  at  Wasii- 
ington.    The  National  Intelligencer  intimates  a  be- 
lief that  this  treaty  may  embrace  all  the  material 
points  of  controversy  between  us  and  that  power — 
and  tend  to  the  continuance  of  a  permanent  gocftl 
unt'.erstandiijg,  &c. 

Capt.  Almy,  arrived  at  Providence,  from  Gotten- 
burg,  is  tlie  bearer  of  ihe  commercial  ireutt/  between 
iSnukn  and  the  United  States,  which,  it  is  under- 
Stood,  was  ratified  by  the  senate  at  the  last  session, 
with  certain  exceptions. 

A  person  hns  been  fined  by  a  jury,  in  Massachu- 
setts, the  handsome  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
for  a  breach  of  a  promise  «f  marriage.  Such  trials 
are  becoming  fashionable — and  it  )s  well,  perliaps, 
to  make  men  think  of  what  tiiey  are  doing. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Itiirnet  has  at  last  safely  arrived 
at  Boston,  after  experiencing  a  series  of  bad  we,i 
ther  and  adverse  winds  almost  unprecedented. 
She  biings  home  six  men  charged  with  mutiny  and 
murder  on  board  of  the  schr.  Flalisburg,  of  balti 
more. 

The  committee  of  investigation  passed  througli 
Baltimore  on  Saturday  evening  last,  taking  pas- 
sage in  the  steam  boat  New  Jersey,  for  Elkton, 
and  encountered  one  of  the  most  severe  storms  in 
Die  bay  that  ever  was  lelt  here:  iiappily,  however, 
without  any  essential  injury.  Is  their  boisterous 
passage  a  presage  of  the  result  of  their  mission 
sboutthe  U.  S.  bank.' 

Tiie  patriot  privateer  Constittitiort,  from  Btienos 
Ayresaiida  cruise,  arrived  at  IJaltinaore,  a  few 
days  since,  with  nearly  4UO,000  dollars  in  specie— 
probably  taken  from  a  Spanish  Indiaman,  called  the 
Castilian,  from  Lima  fjr  Cadiz,  which  had  about 
8^00,000  in  specie,  and  a  most  valuable  cargo.  But 
the  rest  of  the  specie  could  not  be  got  at,  and  the 
prize  was  manned  and  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres.  She 
Was  a  ship  of  20  guns,  and  of  800  tons  burthen, 
the  privateer  is  owned,  aa  we  are  told,  by  several 
persons  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Letters  that  were  going  from  Peru  in  the  Casti- 
hail  represent  the  state  of  that  country  as  very  un- 
Javoiuble  to  its  continuance  under  the  authority  o 
*erdinand.     The  whole  regular  force  at  Lima  die 


guilty  as  ii(r;  isjbut;  if  tlie  govferninent  were  to  arres^ 
all  the  suspected  they  woiild  hardly  know  when  and 
where  to  Stop." 

Great  complaJnts  are  made  of  the  depredations 
Of  the  "insurgent"  privateers,  who  have  destroyed 
the  coasting  trade  of  Peru. 

Iliinuia. —  The  president  of  the  United  9'aies  hav 
ing  signed  the  act  for  the  admission  of  the  stare  of 
Illinois  into  union,  she  may  now  be  counted  the 
twenty-first  state  in  the  confederacy.  Her  seh.v 
tors  and  represcHtatives  have  taken  their  seats  in 
congress. 

The  legislature  of  Miusovri  territory,  now  in 
session,  have  determined  to  petition  the  congresn 
of  the  United  States  to  authorize  by  law  the  i.iliabi- 
tanls  of  said  territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
state  goveinrijent. 

Jilubuma.    A  private  letter  informs  the  editor  of 
the  liEGisTEn  i!:at  the  population   of  Alabama,  is 
upwards  of  73,000  ' !  and  that  the  legislature  being 
in  session,  are  makmgarrangements  for  tlie  chang- 
ing of  the  territory  into  astute.     The  emigration  iii 
wonderful — and  seems  daily  to  acquire  new  power. 
The  same  Intter,  which  is  dated  Nov.  15,  says.-J 
"I  was  in  Pensacnla  last  week.  Letters  were  recciv ; 
ed  from  Havana,  stating  thut  the  capt.  g;  fieral  had  or- 
dered 200  men— 140  negroes  and  60  white  soldiers^ 
to  garrison  that  place.     A  lieut.  col.  is  to  come  out 
as  govci  nor— They  are  hourly  looke  1  for.     No  gar- 
rison has  been   sent,   for  fort  St.   Marks  or  Fort 
Gad-iden — T'.ey  are  to  wait  advices  from  Midrid, 
The  garrison  of  PensacolJS  is  forwarded  on  the  i-.^- 
quisiiionof  Don  Oiis: 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  7th  Nov.  coporal  "Wi^i 
ty,  of  the  4lh  infantry;  was  frozen  to  death  on  the 
beach  between  Pensacola  and  Barancas". 

Gen  Jjallemand*s  establishment  on  tlie  Trinity 
River,  it  seems,  has  been  broken  up,  root  and 
branch,  by  a  petty  party  of  200  Spaniards  from  the 
interior.  The  particulars  have  not  yet  reached  us; 
but  the  fact  appears  to  be  as  stated. 

100,000  dollars  specie  (says  the  Boston  PalrirSt) 
were  received  in  Boston  last  week  from  Cnnad. . 
Vasi  sums  are  almost  continually  passing  to  and 
from  those  two  places — besides,  considerable  other 
traffic  is  successfully  carried  on.     Many  now  ar6 


regul„ .,. 

not  exceed  3000  men,  and  the  viceroy  spoke  of 
sending  2000  of  them  to  Taleaguano. 'to  make  a  di- 
version  against  the  vpatriot  forces  in  Chili.  This 
«,  *^°^*'°'"'^^  gi'eat  alarm,  for  one  of  the  letters 
Jl^  "I'lsold  curate  of  Arequipa,  who  has  been 
onstantly  in  irons  and  confined  in  his  dungeon  ever 
^•nce  you  lef,  i,ei.e,  goes  in  the  Castilian.  His  re- 
{•fi^^'°"^^y  principles  are  not  doubted  by  his  best 
liA,„    u  proofs  are  so  clear:  and  the    court  at 

none  have  little  more  to  do  in  thi 
«Ute  theseaier.ee  of  the  law. 


s  case  than  to  ex- 
Many  others  are  m 


wallowing  in  great  wealth,  am.nssed  by  the 
gling  trade  "  during  the  late  wan 

Died,  at  Pi  tsburg,  about  ttie  first  ins',  comrno.- 
dore  Joshva  Barney,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
Com.  Barney  was  born  in  Baltimore,  on  the  GWx 
.July  1759;  he  was  an  early  and  zealous  supfjorter 
oftlifi  indtpendeiuje  of  the  United  States;  his  ser- 
vices during  the  revolutionary  war,  are  highly  and 
deservedly  estimated  by  his  admiring  countrymen. 
During  the  late  war  witii  Great  Britain;  he  also 
acted  the'part  of  a  vigilant  and  gallant  office.",  par- 
ticularly at  the  memorable  battle  of  BlMdensburg 
—where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thiglj, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered,  hav- 
ing carried  the  ball    o  the  grive. 

[We  expect  to  publish  i  longer  account  of  this 
distinguished  soldier — a  hero  of  two  wars— and 
who,  but  as  yesterday,  seemed  t»  have  all  ibe  life 
and  spirit  of  a  youth  of  19  America  certainly, 
lias  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  her  bravest  eons. 
Wltea  thf!  news  of  h;;j  decease  reiicbed  Bjjutini^re^ 


^ca 
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214fis}\ers 

233  minks 

13  martin 

4274  laccoon 
17497  muskrats 


the  fliips  of  »\\  the  vessels  in  the  liarbor  were  hoist 
cd  half  mast   high.     He  was  naval  officer  of  this 
por'.] 
^      Mi-.  ^Jdrijs,  the  second  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  in  liis  83d  3ear. 

Mr.  JfJ'frson,  the  third  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  now  in  his  76th  year. 

The  ffilhnving  /'"'^j  8m;.  collected  at  the  United 
Slates  trading  houses,  on  the  .Wjssm(/.'/>2,  were  sold 
at  auction,  the  23d  iilt.  at  Georgeto-,t»i,  District  of 
(Joliiinbi;.: 

2.^1  packs  shaved  deer  skins, 
65  packs  do.  in  hair 
•3768  Ibt-.  beaver 

234  bear  skins 

124  cub  skins 

fc95ot..prs 

Gvent  Indian  coniidl.  By  accounts  from  Milledge- 
vVUc,  d'ltu',  Is'dv.  17,  we  ie;.rij  tt)at  "about  four  lliou- 
SHiTi  Inc2ia!.s,of  all  Hges  aiul  sexes,  are  now  at  Fort 
ll.'iwkins,  wai'ing  to  receive  from  the  general  go- 
veinn-.etit  Ihejr  annual  stipend.  Many  persons  from 
cfiiiVreni  puns  of  ihe  state  have  been  attracted 
lliitbcr  to  vitw  this  large  assemblage  of  Abori- 
s^ines.  We  arc  gratified  to  learn,  that  their  general 
uppe:<ra i.ce  h^s  improved  considerably  in  a  few 
years — with  some  excep'iin-,  they  are  well  cloth- 
ed, neat  and  healthful,  have  plenty  to  eat,andseem 
quite  comforlablc  and  cxmtented.  Tl»e  entire  po 
pulation  of  the  Cretks,  prior  to  the  civil  war  a- 
roong  Ihtm,  in  1815,  was  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
sand— at  presen'ijfi  does  not  exceed  haljtiiat  number." 
Another  council  has  been  lield  with  the  Chero- 
kces,  a'  v.  hich  all  the  chiefs,  headed  by  the  kiog 
JPaf/i  luUei;  met  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  as 
comm  ssioner  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  about 
the  16J!  Nov.    ul!.     The   object  of  this   meeting 


Speaking  of  Wi  ght'  expedition,  a  Milledg.=-ville 
paper,  of  Nov.  17.  says— "After  all  the  obloquy  at- 
tempted to  be  cast  on  the  character  of  the  gov.  and 
of  the  state,  m  consequence  of  the  attack  on  Ch^haw 
town,  what  are  the  facts  proved  by  an  impart'al  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  before  the  general  assem- 
bly? Why,  that  capt.  Wrigh'  acteil  contrary/  to  or' 
ders,  and  that  no  blame  can  properly  attach  to  the  exe- 
cutive,fnr  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the  expedition.  A 
ri  solution  expressing  these  sentiments,  has  passed 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice!  Let  those,  who  in  an  evil  moment,  wan- 
toMlj  misrepresented  every  circumstance  connected 
with  this  affair,  look  back  upon  their  conduct:  none, 
we  are  S'.ire,  wiU-envy  their  feelings. 

GeneralJackson.  A  letter  from  Huntsville,  da- 
ted, Nov.  6,  says — The  jieople  of  this  country  have 
shewn  their  respect  to  general  Jickson,  and  their 
sense  of  his  distinguislied'services,  in  a  mode  quite 
novel.  Yesterday  the  old  hero  bid  for  a  section  of 
land  which  was  understood  to  be  very  valuable: 
when,  with  one  consent,  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the 
foreign  speculator  and  the  hardy  cultivator  of  the 
ground,  remained  silent,  and  the  land  was  knocked 
off  to  the  general  at  two  dollors  per  acre.  Eighty 
three  dollars  per  acre  have  been  given  for  second 
rate  land. 

Speck  of  ivar.  Capt.  Byles,  with  a  small  party  of 
20  rangers  and  friendly  Indians,  were  recently  at- 
tacked  on  the  west  side  of  Pensacola  bny,  by  a  su- 
perior body  of  the  Seminoles.  His  Indians  flefeli 
and  he  himself  and  several  of  his  men  being  wound- 
ed, the  wh'te  men  were  forced  to  retire.  Such 
rencontres  are  frequent — the  vicinity  of  Pensacola 
is  said  to  be  infested  with  several  bands  of  hostile 
Seminoles. 

Seminole  war.     It  is  said  that  a  pamphlet  is  pre. 


Was  TO  make  some  definite  arrangement  respecting  |  paring  at  Nasliville,  which  will  contain  an  impartial 
the  re!Ti,:v;d  of  the  Olierokees  beyond  the  Missis- j  and  succinct  account  of  the  late  Indian  war.  Such 
sippi,  wl)ic.h  it  is  the  wish  of  a  large  party  of  ihem  I  a  work  is  much  to  be  desired. 

to  do,  thai  they  may  have  more  room  for  the  chase  A  party  of  Seminole  women  and  children  with 
— 356  families  had  enrolled  themselves  for  tlie  emi- 1  some  negroes,  amounting  in  the  wlio'e  to  220  per- 
gration,  which  is  supposed  to  be  about  one  half  of  i  sons,  having  surrendered  themselves  at  St.  Marks, 
the  whole  tribe;  and  the  lands  that  Ihcy  are  enti-  being  in  a  starving  condition,  arrived  at  fort  Gads- 
tied   to    are   to    be    given   in  exchange  for    lands   den,  the  last  of  Aiignst.     "They  say  that  the  war- 


west  of  the  Mississippi 

'I'lic  Cliickanmu  ireuty.  A  letter  from  governor 
Shelby,  one  of  the  late  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Cuickasaws,  says — 'I'he  Indians  have  been  very 
litigious  suid  slow  in  tlieir  decisions;  llie  business 
vhicli  mii'l.t  have  been  done  in  two  or  three  days, 
it  has  taken  twenty  days  to  flFect.  The  treaty, 
however,  is  this  moment  concluded  upon  .and  sign- 
ed by  all  the  chiefs,  i;.  presence  of  3,000  of  the  na 
tion;  by  which  all  the  la'ids  west  of  the  Tennessee, 
ill  the  s'atcs  of  Kenturky  and  Tennessee,  are  ced- 
ed to   the   United   Sla'es  for  the  sum  of  300,000 


riors  are  raising  the  corn  which  was  buried  in  the 
ground,  and  wliicli  of  course  was  not  destroyed  by 
our  troops,  and  seem  determined  to  recommence 
the  war  in  the  fall.  1'iie  wife  and  family  of  the 
prophet  Francis  are  among  tlie  prisoners;  two  oi" 
his  daughters  are  very  interesting  young  ladies,  and 
speak  verv  good  English,  as  in  fact  the  whole  fami- 
ly do  except  tiie  mother.  The  eldest,  when  her 
father  went  on  board  the  Thomas  Sliicld.«,  shortly 
afterward  followed,  supposi.g  her  to  be  a  British 
v.ssel.  IJefore  she  got  along  side,  however,  she 
discovered  the  deception,  puslied  off  and  made  her 


dollars,  p;s\  :ible  in  fiHeen  annuities,  of  '.^0,000   dol-  j  escipf-.  Tlie  youngest  and  most  beautiful  is  carres- 
larr^  «aeii— beside.s    presents    to    sundry  chiefs  of  ]  sed  by  all  the  officers,  for  having  saved  the  life  of 

a  Geoigia  militia  man,  whom  her  countrymen  had 

t:ikeii  prisoner  and    were   about  to  put  to  death, 

isotimnicns.  in,poit;ince  to  the  two  states  in  wbicli  j  when   tliis  modern    Pocahontas,  finding  entreaties 


Seven  or  eiglu  thousand  dollars.     These  sums  may 
seem  Itirge  .M  fii'st  view;  hut  the  country  obtained 


strength 


and  defence   of 


it  lis,  as  well  as  to  the 
the  nation. 

In  Tenr.essce,  it  is  believed,  tliere  will  be  uj)- 
wards  -i' four  million.'!  rj  acres  umipproprialed  This 
■will  bOon  laisc-an  imn  eii'^e  sinii  to  diegener.il  go- 
verniTiei'.l;  g.eui  pan  of  t!ie  Loul  being  of  the  best 
qupli'}. 

Capt.  U'rir-Jjt. —  A  resolution  has  passed  both 
branches  of  the  Icj^islature  of  Georgia,  excuip'i'irii^ 
the  governor  from  any  bl  me  on  liis  n.nrT,  of  the 
unfortunate  at*. -\(Jc  on  x\)0  Oieiiaw  town  and  the  es- 
cape of  Obed  Wright,  wiliiouladissealing  voice. 


vain,  determined  to  save  his  life  or  perisli  with  him; 
siie  «as  successful,  aixl  the  ma:i  was  preserved.— 
Tliey  :dl  set  off  to--iiorrow  to  join  theirnation  in  the 
neighborhood  offort  Gaines." 

T/ie  extfvsivt  library  of  the  late  professor  Ebeling 
has  t;rrivr-d  ;it  lioston,  in  the  ship  Genera!  Stark, 
from  Hamburgh.  It  was  purclKised  by  Mr.  t  horii- 
dike,  and  has  been  by  him  presented  to  the  Uni- 
ver.siij'  at  Cambi  idfe;c. 

Jl  printer's  revenue — A  newspaper  editor,  direct- 
ly under  a  rcwi.rd.  oM'Lred  fn-  the  ..pprehension  of  a 
inu:xlcrer,  advertises  a  "rur.away  patron"  of  his  pa* 
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per,  who  "has  given  him  leg-bail  for  Ohio"— pre- 
fixing thereto  a  cut,  representing  a  man  with  a  wal- 
let on  his  shoulder,  rapidly  pursued  by  a  hideous 
figure  with  a  barbed  tail,  supposed  to  be  meant  for 
OldMch.' 

AvUlain.  A  consummate  villain  has  been  de- 
tected at  Richmond,  for  having  stolen  and  attempt- 
inir  to  dispose  of  as  slaves,  sundry  free  children. 
May  he  meet  his  reward. 

Two  fellows  were  tried  last  week  in  Baltimore 
for  manstealinj,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for 
sevfnyear;;. 

The  Ohio  river.  It  has  been  estimated  that  three 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  goods  were  at  Pitts- 
burg on  the  7tli  ult.  waiting  for  a  rise  of  the  wa- 
ters, to  descend  the  river,  as  well  as  a  multitude 
of  travellers  and  emigrants-  A  clearing  out  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  render  it  ns^vigabie  at  all  seasons  for 
vessels  of  fif'.y  tons,  is  spoke'<  nf  as  practicable,  at 
a  very  sr«*all  comparative  expense. 

The  sieam  boat  Vesuvius  lias  made  the  passage 
from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  1600  miles,  ia 
seven  days,  repeated. 

PeHitsijlv  alia.  It  is  stated  that  a  canal  /o7<r  miles 
long  will  unite  the  watcs  of  the  Schuylkill  with 
those  of  the  Susquehannih — and  than  another  ca- 
nal of  fourteen  miles  will  unite  the  latter  with  the 
Allejjiiany! — We  are  every  day  made  acquainted 
with  some  newly  ascertaiived  advantage  which  our 
country  possesses, — but  men,  money  and  time,  as 
well  is  stciteamen,  are  wanting  to  make  a  rightful 
profi*  ot  tiiem. 

Emigration  to  Canada.  The  Montreal  Herald 
gives  a  particular  list  of  158  men,  127  women  and 
426  children,  in  all  701, — British  subjects,  who  re- 
ceived certificates  of  the  I5riti-;h  consul  in  J^ew 
York,  to  o'jtain  grants  of  land  in  Upper  Canada, 
between  the  22ik1  of  April  and  tiic  26th  October, 
1818;— during  u-i.icti  time  it  is  probable  that  at 
least  five  times  tliat  number  left  Canada  for  the 
\inited  States. 

The  military  road,  opening  from  IMattsburg  to 
I'rench  MIU,  aul  through  one  of  the  roughest 
countries  in  the  United  States,  has  been  comple- 
ted to  the  distance  of  thirteen  miles.  Tlie  Platts- 
burg  paper  says— "the  bed  of  the  road  is  composed 
of  the  best  materials;  it  is  raised  several  feet  above 
the  neighbouring  ground;  wide  and  deep  ditc'ifs 
are  dug  upon  eiihtr  side,  and  its  wlmle  surface  is 
covered  with  a  thick  stratum  of  gravel.  ]}y  means 
of  excavation,  the  traveller  now  finds  asaf?  tnd 
easy  passage  over  hills  which  were  before  scarce 
ly  accessible.  In  a  word,  it  is  coafidently  believ- 
ed, that  this  road,  for  goodness,  beauty  and  dura 
hility,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  United 
States." 

This  vork  has  been  effected  by  the  6th  reg.  of 
^'-  S.  infantry,  under  the  direction  of  col.  Atkinson 
and  heut.  col.  Snelling. 

Transportion  of  goods,  from  New  York  city  to 
P.ttsburg,  via  the  Hudson  and  Alleghany  rivers, 
Kc,  IS  performed  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  cwi 
Jrc-  of  all  charges  except  cooperage. 

Philadelphia.  A  late  account  of  the  Fair  Mount 
water  works,  for  the  stipply  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
piiia, says  "Uiey  were  commenced  in  August  1812, 
and  completed  Sept.  7,  1815.  In  the  ho  ise  are 
placed  two  engines  which  w.irk  alternately,  and 
raise  the  water  above  98  feet  from  the  river  Schuyl- 
•via,  .0  uie  reservoir.  The  reservoir  covers  iiearly 
h»-  ^'^o'.o'l.'^ ''  qn:.rler  of  ground,  its  dimensions 
neing  318  feet  in  length,  167  feet  in  width,  and  10 
17^1,""^'^"  '"  ^"^P^^'  ^"^  cont.iins  3,261,176  gal- 


water  is  up.vards  :'f  900, OuO  gallons.  Tiie  cost  of 
the  wo"ks  including  the  ninf^'s  e.xtended  to  the  cen- 
tre squa-'",  is  aboti'^'l25,''KJ0 'loll  rs." 

"Mamimth  products.^'  A  queer  fallow  has  puK 
lisliedan  ariir.l'  in  l!i<=  "Ca'sliiil  Rerord^r,"  to  cor- 
rect H  prevaiii.g  propensity  to  give  mar"  Vtous 
aci-ounis  of  agricultural  prmluctions — one  it  e'T!  in.iy 
sufrio.  t(i  shew  iiiu  manner — 

"A  farmer  in  a  neij^liboring  town  lias  this  year 
raised  a  cucumber  which  measured  twelve  feet, 
seven  inches  and  a  half  in  length;  which  he  split 
into  rails,  and  it  produced  ninety  two." 

JVuthaniel  JVLicon,  at  prf-':ent  a  s'^nitor  in  co'^gre?s 
from  the  state  of  JVorth  Carolina,  is  re  elected  by 
the  legislature  to  that  oITicp  for  six  ye.irs.fri  -i  and 
after  tiie  od  day  of  Mar-h  next.  Oqt  of  163  votes 
taken,  in  joint  ball>t  of  the  houses  of  the  legisla- 
tvire,  iio  recfived  166. 

Michif^an.  The  schooner  Hercules  ''as  been 
wreckei  in  a  dreadful  storm  on  lake  Michigan, 
near  Ciiicago,  and  cvf-ry  person  on  board  perish- 
ed.  The  only  passenger  was  lieutenant  Wm.  S 
Eveleth,  of  the  corps  of  engineers — a  very  .imiable 
young  man,  and  a  highly  accomplished  soldier. 

Dianxid  Sxvamp  Canal,  The  improve  '.ent^i  of  this 
very  useful  canal  being  partially  c.(i:npleted,  the 
wat«r  i)as  been  agaii  let  in.  «'T  lis  can  d  con- 
nects the  waters  of  Elizabeth  River  in  Virginia, 
with  those  of  Pasquotank  river  in  Nortii  Carolina, 
running  nearly  nor'h  and  south,  tliitiugh  the  Great 
Dismal  Swamp,  a  distance  of  t\venty-tw.>  rr-iles— 
riie  north  end  is  at  Deep  Creek,  the  southern 
branch  of  E  izabeth  river,  and  ten  .miles  fiom 
Norfolk;  l!e  south  end  is  at  a  small  creek  called 
Joyce's  which  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile 
frdls  iniothe  Pasqnotavik.  Thv"  reader  by  throwing 
his  eye  upon  the  map,  will  perceive  tlie  immense 
inland  navigp.tion,  which  v.'ith  the  canal  round  the 
falls  of  the  K  >u!ioke,  is  hereby  opened." 

lioarolce  A'lvi^atioti.  Prepi-ations  are  makinfj 
for  a  vigorous  commencement  I."  the  locks  and  ca- 
nal round  the  great  falls  of  the  R  mnoke — which 
completed,  will  open  an  intercoursi  of  several 
liuiidred  miles,  into  a  very  rich  country. 

Franklin  Fund.  Dr.  Fr^i'klin,  by  his  will  left 
1000^.  sterling  to  the  inhabit.ints  of  Roston,  to  be 
let  out  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  to  young  married 
artificers  vho  had  faithfully  served  their  appren- 
ticeships in  that  to>vn.  The  -imoiint  of  this  gii\ 
frein  various  causes,  though  it  .see.i^s  to  have  been 


well   oanagef 


I'be  loans 


-o\ls,  beer  measure.    The  d;ii!y   cor.sumptios'  of)  the  term  of  Mr.  Tro-jp,resi 


is  yet  only  glO  9U2  82. 
that  had  been  '..vde  are  in  all  206. 

The  salary  of  th?  governor  of  New  Jersey  has 
been  raised  gdOO- making  it  for  the  future  2,200 
dollars  per  annum. 

JMediterraneansqiiarhnn.  The  Delaware  Watch- 
man, says— letters  received  in  tliis  vicinity,  from 
our  squadron  in  the  Mediterr.uiean,  state  that  ma- 
dam Ney,  the  relict  of  the  late  marshal  Ney,  and 
the  dutcliess  de  St.  liPu,  late  queen  of  Holland,  and 
wife  of  Louis  Bo'taparte,  have  taken  residence  iti 
•he  vicinity  of  Leghorn,  at  Montenero,  and  had 
visi'.ed  commodore  Stewart's  s'lip  the  Franklin. 

General  Gafnes,  his  lady  and  suit  arrived  at  Da- 
rien,  on  his  way  to  Amelia  island,  on  tlie  29lii  Oct. 
It  is  reported  that  he  would  fix  h.is  head-quarters 
at  Fernandma  for  two  or  t'iree  months,  und  that  ' 
two  battalions  of  United  States  troops  were  on  their 
way  to  join  him,  or  had  partly  already  arrived 
there. 

Georgia  Mr.  Forsyth,  at  present  a  member  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  has  beeti  elected  i 
senator  of  the  United  State.?  for  the  remainder  of 

cd— and  John  Elhot'' 


O" 
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esq.  is  elected  a  senator  from  ihe  same  state,  af  er 

the  4'h  of  Maroli  next,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tai', 

V'ho  fleclinc'l  a  re-election. 

T'le  f  J   S.   frigate   Guerriere,  safely   arrived   at 

Cro»st:u't,  from  whence  Mr.  Campbeil,  his    lady, 

&c.  proceeded  to  gt.  Petersburg  in  a  steam  boat. 

.The  frigate,  .fler  remaining  12  days  at  Cronstadl 

sailed  for  the  Medit.erranean. 

Jt'xp^ri  of  tobacco  from  the  United  Sta-ea  from  the  \s: 
Oct.  1817,  (0  the  30ih  September, 'IB18. 
Erom  New  Orleans  24.000  hhds. 

yirgiiiia  S'0,000 

South  of  Virginia  6,400 

Maryhnd  15,500 

Philadelphia  2,200 

New  York  7,700 

East  of  New  Yofk  3,600 


'l^iie  year  proceeding'  was 


83,40C! 
63,000 


Excess  20.400 

JMnhile. — The  population  of  the  town  of  Sfobile, 
by  a  late  census,  i>  ascertained  to  consist  of  604 
white  periions,  149  free  people  of  color,  and  374 
glayes, 

'  tlxpetUtion. — Tlie  president's  message  reached 
^iS^eW  York,  242  miles  from  Washington  city,  in 
twenty  iiours  af'er  it  was  del^vei-ed.  It  was  bronght 
to  ar.cl  reprinted  \n  Baltimore,  44  miles,  in  about  4^ 
fconrs  fro'T  the  time  that  copies  of  it  were  given 
oui  at  the  office  of  the  Na'.  ionil  Intelligencer. 

The  rew  Steam-boat  Johnson,  built  by  Col.  .lohn- 
son,  of  Kentucky,  passed  Shawneetown  the  first  of 
October — She  is  intended  as  a  regular  trader 
frorti  Kentucky  on  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mis- 
souri, as  far  up  as  Yellow  Stone  river. 

Certain  men-dealer g,  who  carried  off  some  ne- 
groes from  New  Jersey,  after  the  passage  of  the 
law  to  stop  the  trade  in  human  flesh,  haye  beeu 
caiight  in  Pennsylvania — and,  we  trust,  will  meet 
their  rejj'ard. 

Fortifications  are  erecting  for  the  defence  of  all 
ihe  mp.'-t  important  points  *'assailablt  ;"on  the  shores 
of  lake  Champ  lain,  the  lowier  Chesapeake  and 
Mississippi;  and  at  other  places,  extensive  wsrks  are 
silently  approaching  desired  strength. 

Jfiiland  navigation.  An  article  in  the  "Richmond 
Compiler"  informs  I'.s,  that  steam  boats,  whose 
machines  will  Qost  only  ^2000  each,  and  to  draw 
only  one  foot  water,  may  pcj.ssibly  be  soon  started 
to  navigate  the  shallow,  on  the  upper  parts  of  our 
rivers. 

Population  of  G^and  Island.     A  very  considera- 
ble settlement  of  squatters  has  been  made  upon 
ihis  island,  principally  in  the  course   of  the  lasi 
season.     There  are  now,   we   are  informed,  more 
^han  one  hundred  families,  collected  from  all  cju^r- 
•iers:  many  from  Canada  and   the   middle  counties 
of  this  state,  and  considerable    improvements  are 
making.     The  island    is    situated  in  the    Niagara 
siver   and    commences   about  three    miles  below 
ipiack  Kock,  and    extends   to  within  a  mile  and  a 
fialfof  the  falls. — It  is  twelve  miles  long,  and  from 
two  to  seven  miles  broad.     The  whole  of  it  before 
^hc  recent  inroad"",  was  cloflied  with  heavy  timber 
of  an  excellent  quality.     The  .soil   is    said   to    be 
strong  and  ricii,  well  adapted  to  cultivation.     The 
{it^e  to  it  has  not  yet  been  determined  by  the  coni- 
raissioners,  but  it  is  generally  admilted  to  be  with- 
In 'the  territory  of  the  UniUif  States.     Our  readers 
wll  probably  recollect,  that  the  Indian  ti'leto  this 
md  qther  islands  in  the  Niagara  was  ceded  to  Uie 


•^tate  of  New  York,  by  trea  v  TOa<le  nl  Bi'ffaln.  on 
Jie  12tl)  of  September,  1S15,  between  gov.  Toirip- 
kiris  and  others,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
•i'ae,  ar.d  the  c'iefs,  ?ie.  of  the  Seneca  nation.  The 
state  paid  one  ihousaiul  dollars  down,  and  secured 
an  annuity  of  five  hundred  dollars.  This  inland 
will  probably,  and  at  no  distant  period,  become  ve- 
ry  populous,  and  highly  cultivated.    J\'iaffara  Jour. 

IlEVOLCTIOlTATir   PE5SI0SS. 

Ttecapitnlation  of  the  niiinber  of  persons  placed  on  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  States,  jiiider  the  act  of 
18th  J\T(irch,  1818,  at  the  respective  rates  of  eight 
and  twenty  dollars  per  month,  tip  to  the  l&ih  day  of 
j\'uvember,  1818.  inclusive 

Number  at  8.    at  20.  Total. 

New  Hampshire          131  14  145 

Massachusetts             806  71  877 

Coiinecticut                 709  66  775 

Uhode  Island                 66  19  85 

Vermont                       291  24  31^ 

New  York                1,061  HO  1,171 

Nrw  Jersey                  249  52  281 

Pennsylvania                278  40  318 

Delawai-e                           4  4  8 

-Muryland                       l.:3  24  147 

Virginia                           74  8  82 

North  Carolina             U  3  H 

South  Carolina              13  4  17 

Georgia                             3  1  4 

Kentucky                       25  3  2^^ 

Ohio                                 49  12  61 

Indiana                              2  2 

.Michigan  territory  1  1 

District  ofColumbiA     34  7  41 

District  of  Maine         39  5  44 


ed 


3,981  4.n  4.433 

[The  above  is  the  official  list  ol  pensions  ^>a«?- 
-..'.  It  is  pres'i.med  that  some  proportion  of  the 
extraordinary  disparity  of  numbers  in  the  various 
states,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the 
dates  of  receiving  the  applications  has  furnished 
the  rule  and  the  order  by  wliich  they  havs  beefl 
acted  on.]  Il>id. 

Pensions.  "We  are  requested  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  those  concerned,  that  pension  rolls 
are  made  and  trHnsmitled  to  the  several  pension 
agents  only  twice  a  year,  viz.  on  the  3d  of  March 
and  3d  of  September;  and  p^ymtnts  are  made  to 
those  only  whose  names  are  subscribed  upon  these 
rolls,  and  at  the  time  stated.  All  pensioners  who 
receive  certificate.^  between  either  of  the  aboye 
mentioned  perioris,  cannot  be  paid  until  the  3d  of 
March  or  3d  of  September,  first  arriving  after  th^ 
date  of  their  certificates.  Mu.  Int. ^ 

".d  iaylnr  irtadi  him'"  A  fashionable  t;.ylor  in 
Philad^phia,  it  is  stated,  in  the  month  of  October 
last,  made  up  and  delivered  clothiiig  to  tie  amount 
of  g2I,552— his  cash  receipts  being  S^,225.  A 
great  portion  ofhis  articles  was  sent  to  dandies  ia 
distant  p;»rts  of  the  Union! 

Movnl-pleasant,  (Ohio,)  Oct.  30.  We  are  inform- 
ed, from  good  authority,  that  the  Blackhoof,  and 
the  other  chiefs  of  the'Shawanese  tribe  at  Wapa- 
connetta,  have  determi:ied  to  by  out  glO^O  of  their 
aimui'y  in  cattle.  'I'his  judicious  conclusion  will  ^ 
miiteriilly  coot  rlHute  to  the  comforts  of  these  chil- 
dren of  the  wilderness. 

Mr.  Luncusicr  designates  liis  system  of  educati- 
on'"fl.t  loiBt-rin^  t.'.e  (is.i:.c  of  isteliec ruAi  niiEAD, 
and  spreading  the  t.iliUtsofthepoor  with  plenty. 

Fifteen  hundred  Jfrican  s'aves  arrived  at  Havana 
m  one  d.iy.     i'n  v/incli  the  National  lnlelligen«£i.' 
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n  the  larboard  tack  is  bound  to  bear  up,  or  heave 
about,  in  time  to  avoid  danger;  and  if  the  latter 
vessel  sust;^ins  any  injury,  (not  maliciously  com- 
miited  by  the  other)  she  must  bear  the  loss  her- 
self, uid  is  not  entitled  to  any  damage  from  the 
vessel  mailing  on  the  starboard  tack     Columbian. 

Casp  of  the  ship  Protidencia,  This  vessel,  it  will 
be  recollected,  was  seized  by  the  revenue  officers 
of  this  port,  in  the  month  of  June,  1817,  Wfhile  she 
was  attempting  to  pass  up  to  Baltimore.  The  Pro- 
videncia  was  the  property  of  certain  subjects  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  from  whom  she  was  forcibly  ta- 
ken, v\  hilf  going  from  St.  Aodero  to  Havana,  with  a 
carfjo  of  cordage,  cutlery,  &c.  by  an  armed  vessel 
called  the  Mangore,  fitted  out  at  Baltimore,  com. 
manded  by  capt.  Barnes,  and  cruizing  under  the 
flag  of  one  independent  provinces  of  South  Ame- 
rica. 

T.'ie  captors.after  putting  a  prize  crew  on  boar4, 
of  her,  ordered  her  to  Buenos  Avres,  but  owing  to 
stress  of  weather  and  otlier  causes,the  prize  master 
thought  proper  to  shape  his  course  for  Baltimore. 
On  being  brought  in  here  she  was  immediately  li- 
belled  by  the  consul  of  !iis  catholic  majesty,  in  be- 
half of  her  Spanish  owners,  and  a  decree  subse. 
quently  issued  out  of  the  district  cotu-t  of  the  IT. 
States,  directing  both  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be 
sold,  and  tlie  proceeds  deposited  itj  the  bank,  sub- 
ject to  the  future  order  of  the  court. 

The  fellowing,  we  underntMud,  is  the  final  decree 
of  the  judge,  (Tucker)  pronounced  during  the 
pending  term  of  the  court: — Five  sixths  of  the 
vyhole  amount  to  be  paid  over  to  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty's  consul  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Spanish  owners;  the  remaining  sixth  to 
be  retained  and  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  court, 
as  salvage,  should  any  legal  claim  of  that  sort  be 
put  within  twelve  months;  but  sliould  no  such  claim 
be  preferred  during  that  period,  or  be  ing  preferred 
and  the  court  should  deem  it  insufficient,  then  the 
sum  so  retained  to  be  paid  over  to  th*  Spa  ish 
consij  as  in  tlie  first  CiiS<?.—  [.Xorfi,llcHeraIil. 

JVeiv  York,  J\^(jv.  24 — 'I'lie  French  brig  Minerva, 
was  to  SHil  from  Havre  about  the  12th  Oct.  for  Mo- 
bile, with  about  50  passengers,  most  of  them  me 
chanics,  who  design  to  settle   in  that  promising; 
place. 

A  letter  from  an  intelligent  American  gentle- 
man at  Paris,  to  his  friend  in  this  city,  received 
by  the  last  arrival,  concludes  with  tlie  following 
remarks: 

"I  must  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
late  news  from  America  relative  to  t!;e  determina- 
tion of  our  go^-ernment  to  surrender  Pensacola.  I 
hfil  it  as  the  proudest  triumph  of  virtue,  and  ^ 
magnanimous  sacrifice  of  interest  at  the  shrine  o? 
justice,  not  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  modern 
history,  and  only  to  have  been  expected  from  Ame- 
rica. Its  effect  on  the  British  editors  has  been 
like  a  thimder  stroke — they  did  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible.    Tije  proceedings  of  the  congress  at  Aix-la- 


obsTves— "Most  of  these  poor  wretches  we  fear, 
will  fiud  tlieir  vay  to  the  Louisiana  mnrke*.  We 
wish  tliat  'he  Spitnish  character  of  the  ships  be  not 
^nxevf  cover  fv  A.".erican  capital  employed  in  this 
ex'-r  bletv  ffi.-.*' 

'^'.'s;rois  iminrted.  The  following  facts  have  been 
cotrrntm!cied  from  such  authority  as  leaves  us  no 
room  to  doubt  their  auiUenlicity.  P  is  the  common 
praCice  at  Nfw-Oileans  to  send  ;»n  <«gent  abroad 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  even  to  Afric^i.  'o  purchns- 
a  ci.r^o  of  sUv"s.  They  are  then  brought  to  the 
Unitei!  States  for  about  one  third  what  they  can  be 
purchased  at  here.  So  soon  as  the  slave  ship  ar 
rives  off  tlip  B.iliz?,  the  agent  leaves  her,  and  goes 
in  the  m)st  expeditious  manner  to  New  Orleans, 
whe'e  he  gives  inforrnation  to  the  proper  authori'y. 
that  a  cprtaiii  vessel  is  in  the  Missi.-isippi  river,  said 
to  be  bound  to  New  Orlean'',  and  having  on  board  a 
certain  number  of  negro  slaves,  coni.-ary  to  the 
law  nf  the  U:;i;ed  States.  Th"  vessel  and_  cargo 
are  hKelled;  and  the  slaves  are  sold  a:  puSlic  ven- 
due nd  purchased  cheap,  by  co  ..mnn  consent,  for 
account  of  the  original  impirter.  One  half  of  ii»e 
pll^c^a»e  money  go 's  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  half  to  tbe  infirmer,  who,  as  before  mention- 
ed, is  the  agpnt  of  the  ovner  of  the  si  ves  Tluis, 
after  all  <  xpMises,  negro  sUvrs  are  imported  at 
less  tlian  half  wha'.  they  would  cost  in  tbe  United 
States.  In  t'lis  whv  not  less  than  10.000  slaves 
have  been  imported  into  Lotiisiana  in  the  vear  last 
past.  Dem.  Press. 

[A  writer  in  the  'Federal  IlepMblica  ■,'  who  signs 
himse'f  J  Citizai  of  .Veiu  Urhans.  totally  denies  the 
preceding  statements.  He  avers  that  oiUy  one  sale 
has  been  made  under  the  authority  of 'le  U.  States; 
»t  which  the  negroes  were  sold  O'om  1000  to  1300 
dollars  per  head!  He  also  refers  'o  the  lav  of  1807 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  slaves,  for  much  light 
an  the  subject  as  to  the  United  Suites  receiving 
one  half  of  the  purchase  money  of  slaves  sold  on 
Wcotint  of  i;r.portation.] 

The  Spanish  conveniioTi.—The  convention  of  1802, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  having  beeu| 
ratified  by  the  president,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  some  lime  af^er  it  was  conclude.^, 
and  lately  ratified  by  the  king  of  Spain,  will,  it  is 
understood,  be  considered  as  entirely  complete 
when  an  exchange  of  ratifications  takes  place  be 
tween  the  two  governments.  This,  we  learn,  has 
been  delayed  by  a  negoci.'ition  lately  on  foot  be- 
twetn  the  Spanish  minister  at  this  place  and 
the  secretary  of  state,  compreiiending  all  the  re- 
maining points  at  issue  between  the  twp  g-)vern- 
ments,  the  convention  in  question  providing  for  the 
adjustment  of  a  small  portion  only  of  tl(e  matters 
in  controversy.  JN'ii.  Int. 

A  drove  oH  five  hundred  and  fourteen  cattle,  and  a 
flock  of  nine  hundred  sheep,  from  Otsego  county 
passed  through  Goshen,  on  Thursday  last;  and  on 
Priilay  a  drove  of  100  cattle,  belonging  to  general 
Wadswerth  af  Genessee  county,  and  all  fa<ted  on 

his  own  farm,  passed  llirough   tlie   same   village,  jChapelle,  and  tlie  expected  removal  of  the  army  of 
pi'obably  for  the  Philadelphia  marked.  A*,  r./^a. 

■Mari7ie  court  cf  A'cw  Yorh. — I;i  an  action  brought 
against  the  master  of  the  sloop  Juno,  for  running 
fo'dofand  injuring  the  sloop  Satellite,  Mr.  Justice 
Wlieaton,  decided  as  follow*: 

"It  appears,  from  the  testimony,  that  both  ves- 
sels were  bearing  up  to  the  cil} ;  that  the  Juno  was 
sailing  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  the  Satellite  on 


occupation  from  France,  excite  universal  attention. 
It  is  said  that  the  plenipotentiary  from  Spain  will 
not  be  admitted  to  congress.  Tliis  augurs  favora- 
bly for  the  patriot  cauvp — probably  a  determir,i». 
tion  not  to  interfere,  has  dictated  the  measure. 
.Adjutant  andinspcctcr  g-rncrar.'!  office, ' 
J\,''ovember  12,  1818. 
Genehat.  OnnER. — The  commanding  general  of 
Vhe  larboard  tack,  at  the  time  the  collision  took  i  the  second  military  department,  wili  take  immedj- 
place.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  take  the  ate  measures  for  assembling  all  the  able  bodied 
lule  to  be,  that  the  vessel  under  the  starboard  imen  in  his  command,  who  are  under  sentence,  by 
tick  has  a  ritrhtto  keepher  wind,  and  the  vessel' court   nuo  w;d,  to  hard   labor,  for  more  than  nir.;^ 
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mont'  .;  will  cause  them  to  be  mustered  and  in- 
spected, and  properly  supplied,  according  to  the 
rule";  of  the  service.  These  men  will  be  organized 
and  pui  under  proper  officers,  and  transported  to 
New  Orleans,  where  they  will  be  reported  fur  hard 
labor,  and  constantly  employed  on  the  fortifications, 
according  to  their  several  sentences. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  northern  divi- 
sion will  cause  a  report  to  be  made  of  all  the  non 
commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  who 
may  be  under  sentence  of  court  martial  to  hard  la- 
bor f)r  more  than  six  months,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next;  and  v/ill  take  measures  for  assembling  svich 
of  them  as  cannot  be  employed  to  advantage  with- 
in his  division,  at  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Pitts- 
b^irg,  ur>der  proper  officers;  when  orders  will  be 
piven  by  the  war  department,  for  transporting 
them  totlie  public  works  now  ereciiiig  on  the  sea 
board  of  Louisiana. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  south  divisio;i 
will,  in  like  manner,  take  measures  for  removing 
hU  such  men,  under  sentence  of  court  martial,  as 
cannot  be  advantageously  employed  at  the  several 
posts  wliere  they  are  now  stationed,  to  some  of  the 
permanent  works  erecting  in  his  division. 

A  report  of  all  men  under  sentence  to  hard  la- 
bor, will  be  regularly  niade  to  this  office,  with  the 
quarterly  reports  of  divisions,  tirit  a  proper  dispo- 
sition may  be  made  of  the  convicts,  as  well  with  a 
viev.  to  the  good  of  the  service,  as  vhe  punisliment 
of  the  mdividu'ils.  No  sentence  to  hard  lab:>r,  or 
confi.pment,  will  be  carried  into  effect  beyond  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistment. 

By  order,  D.  PARlvER, 

Adjutant  and  inspector  general 


Trial  of  Arl)uthnot  and  Ambrister. 

OmCIAL  DOCCMKNT  TUANSMITTKU  BY  THE  PRESIDKNT 
TO  COXGItKSS 

J^inntes  nf  the  proreedinqs  of  a  special  court  org'mnz- 
ed  iigrceably  to  (he  fol'oivii^g  Cf/er,  7dz. 

ADJUTANT  G1;XK>«Al's   OFFK'F, 

Fort  St.  Marks,  26lh  April,  1818. 

READ    ai'ARTEHS,   IllVISIO?*   OF  THE  SOUTH, 

General  order. — The  following  detail    will  com- 
pose a  special  court,  to  convene  at  this  post  at  the 
hour  of  12  o'clock,  M.  for  tlie  purpose  of  investj- 
l^atingthe  charges  exhibited  against  A.  Arbuthnot, 
Jlobert  Christy  Ambrister,  and  such   others,  who 
are  similarly  situated, as  maybe  brouglU  before  it. 
Tlie  court  will  record  all  the  documents  and  tes- 
timony in  the  several  cases,  and  their  opinion  as  to 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  tlie  prisoners,  and  what 
punishment,  (if  any)  shotiM  be  inflicted. 
DETAIL. 
■Major  general  E.  P.  Gaines.  |iresi(1rnt. 
Col.  King,  4tli  infanuv,        "1   .^  CCol.  Dy.  v,Teii,  vol. 
Col.Willinnn.  Ten.  vol.        '  S"  I  !'»•  ^"l-  I-imlsay.  Cor.  Artillery 
l.t.  Col.  Gibson,  Ten.  vol.      !  3  !  I.t.  Col.  Klliot.Ten.  \ol. 
Maj.  Muhlenberg,  4th  inf.    rg"]  Maj.  Fanning,  Cor.  Aitilkry, 
Ma).  Montgomery,  7th  inf.    i  3  }  Mai-  Mindjii,  Geo.  Militia, 
Capt.  VashuM,  7tli  inC.  J'    LCapt.  Crittenden,  K'y  voU 

Lt.  J.  M.  Olassfl,  7th  infantry,  rccoriler. 
An  or<lerly  will  be  Uetaileil  from  gen.  Gaines'  brigade,   and  the 
conrt  will  s  t  without  regard  to  linnrs. 
By  oi'tler  of  major  general  .IiicUson. 

KOBKR T  BUTLEU,  Adjt.  Gen. 
Fort  St.  Murks,  26th  .Hpril,  1818. 
The  court  convened  pur  uant   to  the  foregoing 
order,  when, being  duly  sworn,  in  the  presence  of 


Indians  to  war  againsi  the  Unite!  States,  and  her 
citizens,  he  (A.  Arbuthnot)  being  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  Stales  are  at 
peace. 

Specification — That  the  said  A.  Arbuthnot, 
between  the  months  of  April  ami  July,  or  sometime 
in  June,  1817,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Little  Prince, 
exhorting  and  advising  him  not  to  comply  with  the 
treaty  of  fort  Jackson,  stating  that  the  citizens  of 
the  U.  S.  were  infringing  on  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
and,  as  he  believed,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  U.  S.;  and  advising  the  Up- 
per  aud  Lo-^er  Creeks  to  unite  and  be  friendly,  stat- 
ing that  William  Hambly  was  the  cause  of  their 
disputes;  also  advising  the  Little  Prince  to  write  to 
the  governor  of  New  Providence,  who  would  write 
to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  through 
whom  the  United  States  would  be  called  to  a  com- 
pliance with  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  advising 
them  not  to  give  up  their  lands,  under  the  treaty 
of  fort  Jackson,  for  that  the  American  citizens 
would  be  compelled  to  give  up  to  them  all  their 
lands,  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Charge  2d. — Acting  as  a  spy,  and  aiding,  abetting 
and  co.nforiing  the  enemy,  supplying  them  with 
the  means  of  war. 

Specification  ls( — In  v/riting  a  letter  from  the 
fort  of  St.  Marks,  dated  2d  April,  1818,  to  his  son 
John,  at  SuA'any,  (marked  A.)  detailing  the  ad- 
vance of  the  army  under  gen.  Jackson,  stating  their 
force,  probable  movements,  anc!  intentions,  to  be 
communicated  to  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of  the  Sa- 
wany  towr\s,  for  his  government. 

Specification  2d. — In  writing  the  letters  marked 
B,  without  date,  and  C,  with  CTiclosures,  2rih  Jan. 
1818,  and  D,  called  a  "a  note  of  Indian  talks,"  and 
K,  without  date,  applying  to  the  IJritish  govern- 
ment,  through  governor  Cameron,  for  munitions  of 
war,  and  assistance  for  our  enemies;  making  false 
representations;  and  also  apply itg  to  Mr.  Bagot, 
British  ambassador,  for  his  interference,  wilii  a 
statement,  on  the  back  of  one  oftiie  letters  of  mu. 
nitions  of  war  for  the  enemy. 

Charge  3(/— E.'jciting  the  Indians  to  murder  and 
destroy  William  Hambly,  and  Edmund  Doyle,  and 
causing  tlieir  arrest,  with  a  yievy  to  their  condem- 
nation to  death,  and  the  seizure  of  their  property, 
on  account  of  their  active  and  z.ealous  exertions  to 
maintain  peace  between  Spain,  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians,  they  being  citizens  of  the  Spanish 
government. 

Specification  1st — In  writing  the  letters  marked 
F,  dated  26th  August,  1817,  G,  dated  ISlh  May, 
1817,  and  H,  threatening  them  with  death,  alleg- 
ing against  ihem  false  and  infamous  charges,  and 
using  every  means  in  his  power  to  procure  their  ar- 
rest. All  which  writings  and  sayings  excited,  and 
had  a  tendency  to  excite,  tlie  negroes  and  Indians 
to  acts  of  hostility  againsi  the  United  States. 
By  order  ot  the  court, 

J.  M.  GLASSEL,  recorder. 
To  which  charges  and  spccihcations  the  prisoner 
pleaded  .Vot  Gidtiy. 

The  prisoner  liaving  made  application  for  coun- 
sel, it  was  granted  him;  when  t!ie  court  proceeded 
to  the  examination  of  the  evidence. 

John  Winslett,a  witness  on  tiie  part  of  the  pro- 


tlieprisoner,anilhebeing asked  iS'he  had  any  objec-isecution,  being didy  sworn,  stated,  that,  some  time 
tjons  to  any  member  thereof,  and  replying  in  the  !  before  last  .'uly,  the  Little  Psiuce  received  a  letter 
negative,  the  following  charges  and  specifications  j  signed  by  a  Mr.  Arbutlmot,  advising  the  upper 
were  read,  viz.  jpiirt  ol  tlie  nation  to  unite  willi  tiie  lower  chiefs  in 

Charges  vs.  A.  Arbuthnot,  now  in  custody,  «/;(/ 7f/io|  amity;  and  slatini;-,  the  best  mode  for  ihcm  to  re- 
says  he  is  a  British  subject:  possess  Ihemsel  .'ts  of  their  lands,  would  be  to  write 

C/iarj-^  Is*. —Exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Creek 'to  him  (-Vrbuthnot}  ^\ll  h^  would  send  ihtir  com* 
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plaints  to  the  pfovernor  ot  Providetrce,  whence  it 
would  be  forwarded  to  his  Britantiic  majesty,  and 
he  would  have  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  at 
tended  to.  He  moreover  stated  his  belief,  that  the 
encroachments  on  the  Indian  lands  were  unknown 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The  witness 
also  identified  the  signature  of  the  prisoner  in  a 
a  letter  to  his  s  >n  marked  A,  and  referred  to  in 
the  first  specification,  in  the  seconti  charge,  and 
heretofore  noted,  as  the  same  with  that  sent  to  the 
Littlt-  Prince. 

Tlie  witness  on  being  further  interrogated,  -itat 
ed  the  language  of  th  j  letter  alluded  to,  to  be, 
that  the  British  government  on  application  would 
cause  to  be  restored  to  them  their  lands  they  held 
in  1811,  agreeably  to  tbe  icrms  of  the  treaty  ot 

Ghent 

Qiiestion  !iy  the  prisoner.— Who  is  the  Little  Prince,  or  is  he 
Ifliowii  by  any  otiitr  iiniiie  ? 

Ans.  He  is  known  by  the  name  of  Tustenukke  Hopin,  and  is 
the  second  chief  of  the  niKion. 

Oiiestion  by  f/if/>mu;ier.— Where  is  the  letter  you  allude  to,  or 
in  whose  posstssion  ? 

Ans.  It  was  left  in  the  possession  of  LiWe  Prince  when  I  las  t 
sow  it. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.— Has  this  Little  Prince  no  other  name 
tlian  »vliat  you  state  '.     Ans.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qiiestion  by  tltc prisoncr.—Xio  yoti  swear  that  the  letter  aHuded 
to  was  addressed  to  the  Little  Prince  .' 

Ans.  I  do  not.  It  was  presented  ine  by  the  Little  Prince  to  read 
and  interpret  for  him,  which  I  did. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.— Att^  ymi  certain  that  the  letter  stated 
that  the  chWf  m.^gistrate  of  the  United  States  could  have  no 
knowledge  of  settlements  made  on  Indian  lauds  or  injuries  com- 
mitted ? 

Ans.  The  letter  stated  that  to  be  the  belief  of  the  writer. 

John  Lewis  Phenix,  a  witnefs  on  tlie  part  of  the  prosecution 

being  duly  sworn,  slated  with  ngani  to  the  1st  speaificaticm  ef 
the  la  chaige,  that  beiiipat  Suwany  in  tlie  town  about  thefith  or 
7th  of  April,  he  was  awakened  in  the  morning  hy  Mr.  Anibristcr's 
receiving,  by  the  hands  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  au  lodian,  a 
letter  from  St  Marks,  at  that  lime  stated  by  Anibriscer  to  be  li-oni 
tlie  prisoner. 

Qiiestion  by  the  prisoner.— iyu\  yon  see  that  letter  orliear  it  read  ? 

Ans.  I  did  see  th>;  pai)rr,hiit  did  nut  hear  it  read. 

Question  by  the  /trisona-.-Dld  you  state  that  the  letter  was  re- 
ceived hy  an  Indian  e\picss .' 

Ans.  So  the  black  luun  that  delivered  it  saiil. 

A  question  being  riiisid  by  a  tnember  of  the 
court  as  to  the  jurisdiction  on  the  third  charge 
and  its  specificaiion,  tlie  doors  were  closed,  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  that  this 
court  are  incompetent  to  take  c»g-nizance  of  the 
offences  .-illeged    in  that   cliarge  and  specifi«'ation. 

Peter  B.  Cook,  a  former  clerk  to  tlie  prisoner, 
and  awitness  on  tlie  [lartofthi;  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn,  stated  that  abfluc  December  or  January 
last,  the  prisoner  had  a  large  quantity  of  powder 
and  lead  bVoiight  to  Suwany  in  luS  vessel,  which  he 
sold  to  the  ln<lians  and  negroes,  tbfit,  subsequent 
jo  that  time,  when  lie  camioc  recollect,  Anibnster 
brouf^lit  for  the  prisoner  in  his  (the  prisoner's) 
vessel,  niae  kegs  of  powder  and  a  large  quantity  of 
lead,  which  w  is  lukcn  possesnioti  of  by  the  negi'oes. 
The  witness  also  idejitified  to  the  following  let- 
ttrs,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  charges  and  spe- 
cifications, marked  A,  B,  C,  I),  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  as 
"fnig  the  prisoner's  hand  writing;  also  tlie  power 
of  attorney  No.  1,  granted  by  the  Indians  to  A. 
\rbuthnot. 

^  A. 

ir-omA.  Arbnthnat  to  Mi  son,  John  Arhnlhnot,  da- 
ted Fort  St.  Mirks,  2d  April,  1818,  9  o'cluch  in  tht 
nornin^. 

Dear  Joay— As  \  am  ill  able  to  write  a  long  let- 
W,  It  IS  necessary  to  be  brief.  Before  mv  arriva  1 
'S"e t.ie cotnmindant  had  received  an  express  from 
le  governor  of  Pensacola,  informing  him  of  a 
■Tge  fenbarkaiion  of  troops,  he.  under  the  imme 
thtf  K^^'^T"'^  °f  generalJ.ickson;  and  the  boat 
J^nat  bro«gi,t  the  despatch  reck  ,ned  eighteen   sail 

^v»*.K^^l'    .'^PP^^*'^'''"='''»-     13v   a  deserter    that 
**^'""Snt  here  bjr  the  Imli^m,  vbe  commandant" 


w  s  informed  that  3,000  men,  under  the  orders  of 
general  Jackson,  1,000  foot  and  1,600  horse,  under 
general  Gaines,  500  under  another  general,  were 
at  Prospect  Bluftj  were  they  are  rebuilding  the 
burnt  fort;  that  1000  Indians,  of  different  nations, 
were  at  Spanish  BhifF,  building  another  fort,  un- 
der the  direction  of  American  ofucers;  that  so  soon 
as  these  forts  were  built  they  intended  to  march. 
They  have  commenced.  Yesterday  morning  ad- 
vice was  received  that  they  had  appeared  near-— — 
and  taken  two  of  the  sons  of  M'Queen  and  an  In- 
di.in.  Late  in  the  afternoon  three  schooners  cam« 
to  anchor  at  (iie  mouth  of  the  river,  and  this  morn- 
ing the  American  flag  is  seen  flying  on  the  lurgest. 
I  am  blocked  here;  no  Indians  will  come  wit!)  me, 
and  I  am  now  suffering  from  the  fatigue  of  coming 
here  alone. 

The  main  drift  of  the  Americans  is  to  destroy 
the  black  population  of  .Suwany.  Tel!  my  frienS. 
Boleck,  that  it  is  throwing  away  liis  people  to  at- 
tempt to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as  will  be 
drawn  on  Sahwahnee;  and  as  the  troops  advance  by 
land,  so  will  the  vessels  by  sea.  Endeavor  to  get 
iill  the  goods  over  the  river  in  a  place  of  security, 
as  also  the  skins  of  all  sorts;  the  corn  must  be  left 
to  its  fate.  So  soon  as  the  Sahwahnee  is  destroyed, 
I  expect  the  Americans  will  be  satisfied  and  retire: 
this  is  only  my  opinion,  but  I  think  it  is  conformable 
to  the  demand  made  by  gen.  Gaines  to  king  Halchy 
some  months  since;  in  fact,  do  all  you  can  to  save 
all  you  can  save,  the  booki  particularly.  It  is  pro- 
bible  the  commandant  will  receive  some  commu- 
nication from  the  vessels  to  day,  when  he  will  know 
more  certainly  what  are  their  motives  in  coming  ofT 
the  fort.  I  think  it  is  only  to  shut  up  the  passage  to 
the  Indians.  Twenty  canoes  went  down  yesterday, 
and  were  forced  to  return.  The  road  between  this 
and  Mickasucky  is  said  to  be  stopped.  Ilillisajo 
and  llimathlo  Mico  were  here  last  night,  to  hear 
what  vessels:  t!iey  will  remove  all  their  cattle  and 
efitcts  across  St.  Murk's  river  tliis  morning,  and 
perhaps  wait  near  thereto  for  the  event. 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  I  can  to  giVcyou  tlie  sub- 
stance of  what  appears  facts,  that  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, to  enter  into  details  in  the  present  moment  is 
useless.  If  the  schooner  is  returned,  get  all  the 
goods  on  board  of  her,  and  let  lier  start  off  for 
Mouna'er  creek,  in  the  bottom  of  Cedar  Key  b^y. 
V'ou  will  there  only  have  the  skins  to  hide  away. 
But  no  deluy  must  t.^ke  place,  as  the  vessels  will, 
no  doubt,  follow  the  land  army,  and  perhaps,  even 
now,  some  have  gone  round.  I  pray  your  strictest 
attention,  for  the  more  that  is  s:ived  v/ill  be,  even- 
tually, more  to  your  interest.  Let  tlie  bearer  have 
as  mucii  calico  as  will  make  him  two  sliirts,  for  his 
trouble:  he  has  promised  to  deliver  this  in  thret, 
but  I  give  him  four  days. 

I  am  yours,  affectionately,         A  x\ni)UTUNOT. 

B. 

From  A.  Arbuthnot  to  Chas.  Camero?i,  gov.  BahamM^.. 

Sin — Being  empowered  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation  to  represent  the  state  of  their  nnticn 
to  your  excellency,  tliat  you  may  be  pleased  to  for- 
vrard  the  same  for  ihe  information  of  Ins  m.ijesty'*  go- 
vernment— to  whom  I'.lone  tliey  look  for  protection 
against  the  aggressions  and  enc:  oacliments  of  the 
Americans,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  excellen- 
cy the  enclosed  representations,  humbly  pruying 
that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  t.'ike  an 
early  opportunity  of  forwarding  the  same  to  Great 
Britain. 

lam  instrtJCtedbyEowleck,  chief  of  the  Sahwah 
nee,  to  make  the  demand  herein  enclosed,  he  never 
hiiviog  had  any  sJjjjre  of  th--  pj-ajents  ■di'^tjIButed  &: 
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Prospect  BlufF,  though  he  rendered  equally  essen- 
tial service?  as  any  of  the  other  chiefs  to  the  Bi 
tish  cause,  while  at  war  with  America,  and^was  ut 
New-OrleaHS  with  apart  of  his  warriors.  His  fron 
tiers  being  more  exposed  to  the  predatory  incur- 
sions of  the  back  Georgians,  who  enter  bis  territory 
and  drive  off  his  cattle,  he  is  obliged  to  have  large 
parties  out,  to  walch  their  motions,  and  prevent 
their  plundering.  And,  being  now  deficient  of  ann- 
munition,  he  prays  your  excellency  will  grant  his 
small  demand,  humbly  submitting  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most 
humble  servant,  A.  A. 

T/ie  humble  representations  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nation  to  his  excellency  ffoxu  Cameron. 

First,  we  beg  leave  to  represent,  tliat  Edmund 
Doyle  and  William  Hambly,  lately  clerks,  at  Pros- 
pect Bluff,  to  Messrs.  Forbes,  &c.  md  who  still 
reside  on  the  Appalaciiicola  river,  we  consid>.'f  as 
tlie  principal  cause  of  our  present  troubles  and  un- 
easiness. Hambly  was  the  inslvumental  cause  of 
the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff  being  destroyed  by  the 
Americans,  by  which  we  lost  the  supplies  intended 
f: iir  our  future  wars,  since  then,  both  these  men 
have  kept  their  emissaries  among  us,  tending  to 
harrass  and  disturb  our  repose,  and  that  of  our 
brethren  of  the  middle  and  upper  nation;  they 
spread  among  us  reports  that  the  Cowetas,  aided 
by  the  Americans,  are  descending  to  drive  us  oft 
our  lana;  they  equally  propj^ate  false. 

C. 
From  Jl.  Jirbuthnot   to  Ilenj.  Moodie,   Esq.  enclosing- 
letters  to    Chirles  Bagot,  Esq.  British  minister  at 

Washirigton. 

Sahiua')ce,in  the  Creek  .Xation,^7lh  Jan.  1818. 

6'ir.— The  enclosed,  containing  matter  of  serious 
moiHent,  and  demanding  the  immediate  attention 
of  his  excellency  the  ISritish  ambassador,  I  trust 
he  will,  for  this  time,  forgive  the  trifling  expense 
of  postage,  which  1  have  endeavored  to  prevent  as 
nn!ch  as  possible,  by  compressing  »?!7ic/j  matter  \n 
one  sheet  of  paper.  S!>ould  you,  sir,  be  put  to  any 
trouble  or  expense,  by  this  trouble  I  give  you,  by 
being  made  acquainted  witli  the  same,  I  will  in- 
struct Bain,  D,unshee  and  Co.  to  order  payment  of 
the  same.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most 
•jbedient,  humble  servant,  A.  ARBU  I'lINOT. 
From  Jl.  jirbuthnot  to  the  lion.  Charles  Ba^ot. 

Sir — It  is  with  pain  I  again  obtrude  myself  upon 
your  excellency's  notice;  but  tlie  pressing  solicita- 
tions of  the  ciiiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  the  de- 
plorable situation  in  which  they  are  placed  by  the 
wanton  aggressions  of  the  Americans,  I  trust,  your 
fixcellency  will  take  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  the 
present  intrusion. 

In  August  last,  the  Iiead  chief  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  received  a  letter  from  gei\.  Gaines,  of  which 
1  iiave  taken  tiie  liberty  of  annexing  your  excellen- 
cy the  cijiueiits,  as  delivered  me  by  the  chief's  head 
Knglib'u  i:iterpreter,  with  king  Hahhy's  reply 
thereto. 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  intended  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  the  chief  and  ascertain  the 
force  accessary  to  overrun  the  nation;  for,  from 
tjien  uutil  the  actual  aUack  was  made  on  Fowl 
Town,  the  same  general,  with  gen.  Jackson,  seem 
to  have  been  collacting  troops  and  settling  in  va- 
rious quarters. 

I.  your  excellency  desires  to  have  further  infor- 
mation respecting  the  situation  ot'thls  country  and 
its  inliabilants,  I  can,  from  time  to  time,  inform 
your  excellency  of  such  facts  and  circurrtstanccs  as 
are  slated  to  me  by  chiefs  of  known  veracit}',  or 
wFijch   may  come  under  my  own  observation;  and 


your  excellency's  order,  addressed  to  me  a.  New 
Providence,  will  eit'ier  find  me  t..<  t  •  !  e  for- 
warded me  to  this  country. 

With  great  resp.ct,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  youp 
excellency's  most  obedient  servant,  A.  A. 

The  following  memorandum  was  on  the  b  ckof 
the  foregoing  letter:  Ki'ig  Ililihv  1000,  Bo.rck, 
1500,  Oso  Hatjo  Choctawhac!:y  500,  lliniashy  iMiso 
Cluttchichy  600,  at  present  wi'Ji  Hillisajo  At 
present  under  arms,  1000  and  more;  and  attacking 
those  Americans  who  have  made  inroads  on  their 
territory. 

A  qu  rintity  of  gun  powder,  lead,  muskets,  and 
flints,  sufficient  to  arm  1000  or  2000  men;  muskets 
1000,  arms  smaller  if  possible;  10.000  flints,  a  pro- 
portion  for  riflf,  put  up  separate:  50  casks  gun- 
powder, a  proportion  f,ir  rifle;  2000  knives.  6  to  9 
inch  blade,  good  quali  v;  1000  tomahawks;  100  lbs. 
Vermillion;  2000  lbs.  lead,  independent  of  ball  Lf 
musket. 

(Signed)  KingHAHIIY. 

(Signed)  BOLECK. 

From  general  Gaines  to  the  Semiiioly  chief 
To  the  Seminolv  c  .ief:  Your  Sen^inoly's  are  very 
bad  people;  I  don't  suy  whom.  You  have  murder- 
ed  many  of  my  people,  and  stolen  my  cattle  and 
many  good  horses,  t'.^.at  cost  me  money;  and  many 
good  houses,  that  cost  me  money,  you  have  burnt 
for  me;  and  now  that  you  see  my  writing,  you'll 
think  I  have  spoken  right.  I  know  it  is  so;  you 
know  it  is  so;  for  now  yoti  may  say,  I  will  go  upon 
you  at  r.indom;  but  just  give  ma  the  murderers, 
an  !  I  will  shew  them  ny  law,  and  when  that  i^ 
finished  and  past,  if  you  will  cume  about  any  of  my 
people,  you  will  see  your  friends,  and  if  you  see  me 
you  wjl!  see  your  friend.  But  there  is  something 
out  in  the  sea;  a  bird  with  a  forked  tongue:  whip 
him  back  before  he  lands,  for  l-.e  will  be  the  ruin 
of  you  yet.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  who  or  what 
I  mean — 1  mean  the  name  of  Englishman. 

1  tell  you  this,  that  if  you  do  not  give  me  up  the 
murderers  who  have  murdered  my  people,  1  say  I 
have  got  good  strong  warriors,  with  scalping 
knives  and  tomahawks.  You  harbor  a  great  many 
of  my  black  people  among  you,  at  Sahwahnee.  If 
you  give  me  leave  to  go  by  you  against  them,  1  shall 
not  hurt  any  thing  belonging  to  you. 

(Signed)  general  GAINES. 

From    king  I/atcht/  to  general  Gaines,  in  ansxuer  lo 
the  foregoing. 
To  general  Gaines:  You  charge  me  with  killinff 
your  people,  stealing  your  cattle,  and  burning  youf 
iiouses.     It  is  I  that  have  cause  to  complain  of  the 
Americans.     AVhile  one  American  has   been  justly 
killed,  while  in  the  act  of  stealing  cattle,  more  than 
four  Indians  have  been    murdered  while    hunting, 
by  these  lawless  freebooters.  1  harbor  n  j  negroes. 
When  the  Englishmen  were  at  war  with   America, 
i  some  took  shelter  among  them,  and  it  is  for  yoti 
white  people   to  settle  these  things   au>ong  your- 
selves, and  not  trouble  us  with  what  we  know  noth- 
ing about.     I  shall  use  forre  lo  stop  any  armed  A* 
mericans  from  passmg  my  towns  or  my  lands. 
(Signed)  King  HATCHY.' 

D. 

".Vote  of  Indian  talks" 
In  August,  Capp  'had  a  letter  from  general 
Gaines,  in  substance  as  a"ncxed.  No.  1,  and  re- 
turned t!ie  answer  as  by  No.  2.  NoUiing  further 
was  Said  on  either  side.  The  end  of  Oc  ob'^i,  8 
party  of  Americans,  from  a  fort  on  Flint  river,  bur«- 
r )  m  led  Fowi  Town  during  the  night,  and  began  bur- 
ning it.  Tlie  Indians  then  in  it,  tied  to  the  swamps/, 
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Q^^,\.  half.sbeet  is  pMblislied  as  an  addiliotiul  sn/>- 
filemevt  to  the  last  number.     To  prevent  a  break 
in  t!)e  documents,  (the  tri«l  of  Arbiithnot  aud  Am 
bii^iter)  the  original  and  miscellaneous  matter  is 
thrown  back  to  pap:e  281. 

ami  in  iheir  Might  had  three  persons  killed  by  tire 
from  the  Americans:  they  rallied  llveir  people,  arul 
forced  the  Americans  to  retire  some  distance,  but 
not  before  they  had  two  morepersoas  killed.  'I'lie 
Amcvicans  built  a  block-house  or  fort,  where  they 
hadialien  back  to,  and  imniedi&tely  sent  to  the 
fort  up  the  country  for  assistance,  siatlnp  the  In- 
dians were  the  aggressors;  and  also  settled  with 
liiliemocklo  for  the  loss  his  people  had  suffered,  at 
ihesanie  time  sending  a  talk  to  king  Ilulch),  by  a 
head  man,  (Aping)  that  he  would  put  tilings  in 
such  a  train  as  to  prevent  further  encroacSinients, 
and  get  those  Americans  to  leave  the  fort,  \^ut^ 
no  sooner  was  the  good  talk  given,  and  before  the 
besrer  of  it  returned  home,  than  iiundreds  of  Ame- 
licans  came  pouring  down  on  the  InJiiins;  rouseil 
them  to  a  sense  of  tiieir  own  dagger:  they  flew  to 
arms,  and  have  been  compelled  to  support  them 
ever  Since.  It  is  not  alone  from  the  counti-y,  but 
hy  vessels  entering  Appalachicola  river  in  vessels 
with  troops,  and  settlers  are  pouring  into  the  In- 
^an  territory;  and,  if  permitted  to  continue,  wdl 
soon  overi'un  the  whole  of  the  Indian  lands.  From 
the  talk  sent  king  Haichy,  by  governor  Mitchell,! 
»m  in  hopes  that  those  aggressions  of  the  Ameri- 
cans on  the  Indian  tf'rritoi7  are  not  countenanced 
by  the  American  government,  but  originr.tc  with 
men  devoid  of  principle,  who  set  Ihus  and  iustruc 
tions  at  defiance,  and  stick  at  no  cruelty  and  op- 
pressions 10  obtain  their  ends.  Against  such  op. 
jjitssinns  the  American  government  must  use 
not  only  all  their  influence,  but,  if  necessary,  force, 
or  tlieir  names  will  be  handed  down  to  po.^lenly  as 
8  nation  more  cruel  and  savage  to  the  unfortunate 
Aborigines  of  this  country,  than  ever  were  the  Spa- 
niards, in  more  dark  ages,  to  the  nations  of  South 
America. 

The  English  government,  as  the  special  protec- 
tors of  the  Indian  nation.'!,  and  on  whom  alone  Ihey 
tely  for  assistance,  ought  to  step  forward  and  save 
those  unfortunate  people  from  ruin;  and  as  you, 
Sir,  are  appointed  to  watch  over  their  interests,  it 
'smy  duty,  as  an  Englishman,  and  the  only  one  in 
this  part  of  the  Indian  nation,  to  instruct  you  of  the 
talks  the  chiefs  bring  me  Ibr  your  information;  and 
1  sincerely  trust,  sir,  you  will  use  the  powers  you 
•re  vested  wlih,  for  the  service  and  protection  of 
those  unfortunate  people,  who  look  up  to  you  as 
tneirsaviour.  I  have  written  to  general  Mitchell, 
■'J'lio,  I  hear,  is  an  excellent  man;  and,  as  he  acts  as 
Indian  agent,  I  hope  his  influence  will  stop  the  tor- 
ment of  i:;novations,  and  give  peace  and  quietness  to 
uie  Creek  nation. 

I  pray  your  excellency  will  pardon  this  intrusion, 
which  ootliing  but  the  urgency  of  Die  case,  would 


bave  induced  me  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's 
obedient  servant,  A. 


most 
A. 


E. 


.rom  Capptchimicco  and  Boleck,  to  gov.    Cameron. 
>ohis  excellency  governor  Cameron— It  is  with 
Vuu  XY. 20. 


pain  we  are  again  obliged  to  obtrude  ourst've"^  in 
your   excellency's  notice,  in   coiu-ioquenre    of  the 
cruel  war  we  have  beet\  forced  into  by  the  irrup- 
tions of  the  Americans  into  the  lieart  of  our  lnoils. 
It  will  be  first  necessary  to  slate  to   your  excel- 
lency,  that  one  head  chief  (Kinnijali)  receiv^^d  .i 
letter  from  general  Gaines,  in  August  last,  a  copy 
of  which    is  enclosed,  with   the  answer  retuwed 
thereto.     'I'iils   letter  only   appears   to   have  been 
a  prelude  to  plans  determined  on  by  the  said  ge- 
neral   ajid   general   .Jackson,   to  bring   on    troopi 
and    settlers    to    drive    us    from    our    lands,    and 
take   posses.'ion   of  them;   for,  in  t!ie   end  of  Oc- 
tober,  a    party   of  Americans    surrounded    Fowl 
Tywn  during  the  nig!  t,  and  in  the  morning  began 
setting  fire  to  it;  n;uking  the  unfortunate   inhabi- 
t.ints  fly  to  the  sWamp,   and  who,  iu  tliejr  flight, 
had  three  persons  kil'ed  by  the  fire  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.    Our  Indians,  rallying,  drove  tlie  Americans 
fcoia  the  town,   but,  in   their  exej •^ions,  had  two 
more  of  their  pffople  killed.     The  American.s  re- 
tired some  distance,  aild  built  a  fort  or  block-hou.so, 
to  protect  themselves,   until  the   assistance  they 
had  sent  for  to   the  fort,  up   the  country,  siiould 
arrive.     A  letter  falling  into  the  hands  of  general 
Mitchell,  the  Indian  agent,  which   s.tates   the   In- 
dians to  have  been  the  aggressors,  he  suspected 
its  truth,  and,  on  enquiry,  found  it  was  the  reverse; 
in    consequence,    he    made    satisfaction    to    Inhe- 
mocklo,  the  ciiief  of  Fowl  Town,  and  his  people, 
for  the  injuries  they  hid  sustained;   at  th.§   same 
time  desired   a  talk  \o  be  sent   to  our   heail  ciiief, 
staling  his  wish  to  see  all  the  Indi.ans  frieiids.  and 
liiai  in  twenty  days  he  w\)uld  send  and  get  the 
Americans  to  retire  from  the  fort.     But  tliis  had 
no  efl["ect  on  the  lawles.s  invaders  of  our  soils;  fur» 
before  the  bearer  of  our  talks  could  return  home, 
lie  met  hundreds  of  Americans  descending  en  us. 
Tiiey  have  also  settlers  and   troops,  wjuch  come 
fx'om  Mobile,  and  go  wp  the  Appalachicola  river. 
Thu^,  seeing  no  end  to  those  inroitds,  necessity 
compels   us    to   have  recourse  to   arms,  and  our 
brethren  are  now  fighting  for  the  lands  they  inherit 
from  their  forefathers,  for  their  families  auii  .riencls. 
But  what  will  our  nations  do  without  assistance? 
Our  sicews  of  war  are  almost  spent;  and  harassed, 
as  we  have  been  for  years,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
lay  by  the  nieaus  for  our  exiraordinary  wants;  and 
to  whom  can  we  look  up   for  protection  and  sup- 
port, but  to  those    friends  who   have,    at  all,    for- 
mer times,  held  forth  theif  hands  to  uphold  us,  and 
who  have  sworn,  in  their  late  treaty  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, to  see  our  just  rights  a<id  privileges  respect- 
ed and  protected  from  insult  and  aggressioii.'     We. 
now  call  on  your  excellency,  as  the  reprpseni.ilive 
of  our  good  father  King  George,  to  send  us  siicti 
aid,  in  ammunition,  as  we  are  absolutely  in  want  of; 
and,  as  our  brother  chief  Ililiisajo,  was  infjraied, 
when  ia  England,  tliat  when  ammunition  '.v:is  want- 
ed, to  enable  us  to  protect  our  rights,  your  excel- 
lency would   supply  us  with    what  wa»   necessacy. 
We  hxve  applied  to  the  to  the  Spanishoflictr  at  As". 
fcrt  of  St.  Marks,   but  his  small  supply  prevented, 
iiis  being  able  \x>  assist  us,  and   we  iiave  only  on 
ysmr  excellency   to  depend.      We  likewise  pr.tv 
your  excellency  would  be  pleased  lo  send  an  ol',. 
cer  or  g-ei^^u.^o  lca.d  us  ri.gh^  ar^d  t^  i.ppoi;.i.;,i 
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th?  s'ipplifs  you  may  be  pleased  to  send  us  agreerj  left  it,  in  Jt'-uary,  aarl  cnpt.  W.  being  hro,  inok 
&b!y  to  our  proper  wants.  .charge  of  him,  liis  goods  nnd  money,  prevailin;;'  nn 

III  prayinf^  yonr  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to   tlie  govern:  r  to  let  Liin  stay  with  him,  (iriiil  he 


our  demand,  and  dispatch  it  without  delay,  we  re- 
main your  excellpncy's  faithful  and  most  obedient 
fiiends  and  servants. 

C    T>p,\ciiiMicC0, 
liOL?:CK. 
For  ourselves  and  all  the  other  chiefs  of  the 

lower  Creek  nation. 
F. 
Ijetter  from  A.  Avbuthvnt  to  col.  Rilwnrd  JK'ichoU. 
NAs-^Au,  N.  p.  26ib  Aug.  1817. 
Lt    col.  Edward   Niclioll — Sir,  especially  aotho- 
rizr-d    Hy   the  chiefs  of  the  lower   Creek  nation, 
whose  names  I  affix  to  the  preseni,  I  am  desired  to 
address  you,  that  you  may  lay  their  coTuplaints  be- 
fore his  majesty's  government.     'I'hey  desire  it  to 
be  made  kuown,  that  they  liavc  implicitly  followed 
your  advice,  in  living  friendly  with  the  Americans, 
who  are  their  neighbors,  and  no  wise  attempt  to 
molest  them,  Uiough   they  have  see?i   the  Ameri- 
cans  encroach   on    their    territory,  burning  their 
towns,  and  making  fields  where  their  housesstood. 
IJather  than   make   Resistance,  they  have  retired 
lower  in  the  peninsula.     The   town  Eacballaway, 
wliore  Oils  Micco  was  chief,  is  one  instance  of  the 
encroachments  of  tJie  Americans.     This  town  is 
situated  under  the  guns  of  f.jrt  Gaines,  and  Micco 
was  desired  to  submit  to   the  Americans,  or  bis 
town  would  be  blown  to  atoms:  rather  than  do  .so, 
lie  retired,  and  is  now  living  in  the  lower  nation, 
and  liifi  fields,  and  even  where  tlie  town  stood,  is  ■ 
ploiijrhed  up  by  the  Americans.     They  complain  of 
the   Knplish   government  neglecting   them,  after 
having  drawn  them, into  a  war  with  America;  that 
you,  sir,  have  not  kept  your  promise,   in   sendirg 
people  to  reside   among  them;  and  that,  if  they 
Jiave  not  some  person  or  persons  resident  in  the  na- 
tion, TO  watch  over  their  imerest,  they  will  soon 
be  driven  to  the  extremity  of  the  Peninsula.     You 
left  Mr.  Ilambly  to  watch  over  the  interest  of  the 
Creek  nation;  but  yon  hardly  left  the  nation,  when 
he  turned   traitor,  and  was  led  by  Forbes  to  take 
the  pirt  of  the  Americans.    H's  letter  to  me,  of 
which   I  annex   you  a  copy,   wiil  shew  you  what 
Iriig'Ii  he  could  go   if  he  had   the  means.     It  is 
I!:iiT)bly  and  Dnyle  who  give  the   Indians  all  the 
tr'-ublrs  tliey  experience.     Tiiey  send  their  emis- 
.series  among  the  lower  Creeks,  and  make  them  be- 
li<ne  the  Cowetas,  aided  by   the  Americans,  are 
oming  to  destroy  therr;;  thsis  both  are  put  in  fear, 
and  their  fields  are  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not 
thought  of  I  luive  endeavored  to  do  away  this  fear, 
by  -vvriiing  ilie  chief  of  the  Cowijetta  towns,  that 
thev  ought  to   live   in  friendly   terms  with  tlieir 
brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  wliose  wishes  were 
to  be  dn  good  terms  with  them,  and  not  to  listen 
to  any  bad  talks,  but  to  chase  those  tiiat  give  them 
Wom  r.mong  them.     My  letter  was  answered  from 
them  rather  favorably;  and    I   hope  il.e   tulk   that 
was  sent  to  the  Big  Warrior  last  June,  will  lital  the 
diilVrence  between  them. 

Uilh.'iHJo  arrived  in  my  scliooner,  Ocklocknee 
Sound,  hist  June,  and  was  well  received  by  all  the 
chiefs  and  others  Vi/hocameto  welcome  him  home; 
in  consecpience  of  bis  arrival  a  talk  svus  Iteld,  tlie 
substance  of  whicii  v,as  put  on  paper  for  ihem,  and 
it  was  sent, with  a  pipe  of  peace, to  ilieoUiernalions. 
liilhsiijo  wished  to  return  to  Iv;a>s;ui  with  me,  but 
\  prevailed  on  him  to  stay  io  the  naiicm  and  to  keep 
ibem  at  p'.'ace.  I  rft\ret,  sir,  to  notice  tbis  })our 
man's  affairs,  though  by  his  desire,  it  appeartxl, 
ilffii  he  aiTiveJ  at  Nusaau  a  short  tira^  aflfer  I  had 


went  down  to  the  nation,  which  was  his  intention 
to  do.  Of  the  money  received  of  governor  Came- 
ron, he  had  only  given  him  eigh'y  dollars,  by  rapt. 
W.  a  barrel  of  sugar,  a  bag  of  coffee,  and  a  small 
keg  of  rum,  and  the  interpreter  Tliugart  infoi-med 
me,  that  ,when  Hilli.sr.jo  asked  for  an  account,  cnpt. 
W.  refused  it,  saying,  it  would  be  u&eless  to  a  man 
wlio  could  not  re.id.  He  also  misses  two  case's,  one 
of  which,  he  thii.ks,  contains  crockery.  1  have 
made  enquii-y  of  his  majpsty's  ordnnnce  store  keep, 
er,  and  he  informs  me.  the  whole  were  delivered 
to  capt,  W.  Tiiey  are  therefore  lost  to  Hi!lls;ijo. 
I  am  desired  to  return  Hillisajo's  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments, for  the  very  handsome  manner  you 
treated  him  in  England,  and  he  begs  his  prayer  may 
belaid  at  the  foot  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent.  I  left  him  and  idl  his  family  well,  on  the 
20th  of  June.  Old  CapjiachimiccO  desires  me  to 
send  his  best  rrspects,  and  requests,  that  you  will 
send  out  some  people  to  live  among  them,  and  all 
the  land  they  took  frorr,  Forbes  shall  be  theirs.  At 
all  events  they  must  have  an  agent  among  them,  to 
see  that  the  Americans  adhere  to  the  treaty,  and 
permit  them  to  live  unmolested  on  their  own  lands. 
This  agent  should  be  authorised  by  his  majesty's 
government,  or  he  will  not  be  attended  to  by  the 
Americans.  In  the  Gizettes  of  Georgia,  the  Ame- 
ricans  report  the  Seminoly  Indians  are  continually 
committing  murdeVs  on  their  borders,  and  making 
incursions  into  the  state.  These  are  fltbrications 
tending  to  irritate  the  American  government  against 
the  poor  Indians;  for,  during  the  time  I  was  in  the 
nation,  there  was  only  one  American  killed,  and  he 
with  two  others,  were  in  the  act  of  driving  ofi' cattle 
belonging  to  Bowleg,  chief  of  Suwany,  whereas 
three  men  and  a  boy  were  killed  last  June,  by  a 
party  of  American  cattle  stealers,  while  in  their 
hunting  camps.  The  boy  they  scalped,  ard  one  of 
Bowleg's  head  men  was  killed  in  St.  John's  river, 
in  July.  The  backwood  Georgians,  and  those  re- 
sident  on  the  borders  of  the  Indian  nation,  are  cm- 
tinualiy  entering  it,  and  driving  oif  Cittle.  They 
have  in  some  instances  made  settlements,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  Choctohachy  river,  where  a  con- 
siderable number  have  descended. 

By  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  the  Americans 
were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  all  the  lands  that 
may  have  been  tsken  from  them  during  the  war, 
and  place  them  ^n  the  same  footing  they  were  in 
1811.  It  appears  they  have  not  done  so;  vhat  Fart 
Gaines,  on  the  Chalahuociiy,  and  C-imp  Crawford, 
on  the  Flint  rive;',  are  botii  on  Indian  territory  tliat 
was  not  in  possession  ot  America  in  1811.  They 
are  fearful  tha%  before  any  aid  is  given  by  the  Eng- 
lish government,  they  will  no  longer  be  in  posses- 
sion of  any  territory. 

I  wrote  last  January  Vo  his  excellency  the  hon. 
Clvai'les  Biigot,  respecting  the  ^ncrwachments  of 
the  Americans,  as  1  was  informed  by  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  right  honorable  earl  Bathurst, 
h,uidrd  ma  by  his  excellency  governor  Ccimeron, 
that  his  majesty's  ambassador  had  received  orders 
to  v,'atch  over  the  interest  of  the  Indians.  Since 
my  return  liere,  I  liave  received  of  Mr.  Moodie, 
of  Charleston,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  ho". 
Charles  Bagot,  that   the  expense  of  postage   is  »» 


considerable,  that  any  further  communications 


of 


ilie  same  nature  must  be  sent  by  private  hinds. 
Now,  sii ,  its  no  person  goes  from  this  direct  ta 
Washington,  how  am  I  to  be  able  to  comply  wi'i« 
his  debiVt?     Thus  ho  will  be  kept  ignorant  of  the 
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situation  of  the  poor  Indians,  and  the  encroach- 
ments daily  made  on  their  lands  by  American  SPt- 
llers,  while  he  may  be  told  by  the  American  po- 
veriiment  tlmt  no  encroacliments  have  been  made, 
and  that  the  forts  they  still  hold  are  necpssary  to 
check  the  unruly  Seminoles.  'I'luis,  the  person  ap- 
pointed to  watch  over  the  interest  of  the  Indians, 
biiviiij*  no  other  means  of  information  than  from 
the  parties  interested  in  their  destruction,  and 
seeini^  from  time  to  time,  in  the  American  ga- 
zettes, accounts  of  ^ruel  murders,  Stc  committed 
by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  settlements  of  the 
lifli'ed  States,  he  apprehends  the  Indians  merit  all 
the  A:''.ericans  do  to  them. 

But  let  his  majesty's  (government  appoint  an  a- 
gent,  with  full  powers  to  correspond  with  his  ma- 
jesty's ambassador  at  Wasliinsjlon,  and  his  eyes 
will  then  be  opened  as  to  ti>.e  motives  that  influ- 
enced American  individual:-,  as  well  as  the  govern 
ment,  in  vilifying'  the  Indians. 

The  power  given  me,  and  the  instructions,  were 
to  memorialize  his  majesty's  government,  as  well 
as  the  governor  general  of  the  Havanna;  but  if  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  t'"is  lettL'r  before  his  majes- 
ty's secretary  of  state,  it  will  save  the  necessity  rd" 
thefiist,  and  I  fear  that  a  memorial  to  the  gover- 
nor general  would  be  of  no  use. 

Referring  you  to  the  answer,  I  am,  most  respect- 
•fiilly,  your  obedient  servant:      A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
G. 
Prom  ji.  Jlrhuthnnt  to  William  Hambly. 

OcKLOCKITT.K  SOUND,    3d    MAT,   1817. 

Sm — On  my  return  home  tliis  day,  I  received  a 
detter signed  by  you,  and  dated  23d  March.  As 
you  tlierein  take  the  liberty  of  -advising  me,  as  you 
«(]y,  by  order  of  the  chirCsof  the  Creek  nation,  I 
am  glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening  you 
gave  me,  and  reply  to  y<iu  at  some  length — and, 
sir,  let  me  premise,  that  when  you  "lived  at  Pros- 
pect Bluff,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  8c  Co.  you 
did  not  consider  Cappachimicco,  M'~Qiieen,oT  any 
other  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  Creek  nation  as 
outlaws,  nor  have  they  beeR  considered  as  such  by 
the  English  government,  who  are  the  special  pro- 
tectors of  the  l''dir\n  nation;  and  it  ill  becomes  Mr. 
Hambly  to  call  Cappichimicco  an  outlaw,  that  man, 
who  has  ever  been  bis  friend,  and  by  his  authority 
has  prolonged  his  life.  Yes,  sir,  the  young  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation,  considering  you 
as  thechiefcause  of  their  troubles,  would  have  long 
ere  this  had  possession  of  you,  .ind  perhaps  with 
your  life  made  you  pay  the  forfeit  for  the  injuries 
heaped  on  them,  had  not  that  man  wlto  has' been 
your  friend  from  your  early  youth,  stepped  in  as 
your  protector.  Yes,  this  is  the  man  who  .Mr.  Ham- 
bly pr.-stirT>es  to  call  an  outlaw.  A  pardoned  vil- 
lain, when  going  to  the  gallows,  v/otild  Hless  the 
band  that  saved  his  life;  but  Mr.  Hambly  bias 
pheiries  his  saviour. 

As  Mr.  Hambly's  generous  friend  is  the  princi- 
pal cause  of  my  being  in  this  country,  as  an  honest 
man,  I  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  promise  to  him 
and  the  other  chiefs.  The  guiKy  alone  liave  fear 
—an  honest  and  upright  mnn  dreads  no  dangers, 
fears  no  evil,  as  he  commits  no  ill:  -and  your  arm 
ogtt^tice ought  to  be  applied  where  it  wn-dd  rii>;ht- 
V  Wl,  on  the  heads  of  tiie  really  rjiilty.  \'o'm- 
Wiean  and  vile  insinuiifions,  that  has  been  the  cause 
Ofthefls  and  murders,  comes  ill  frcni  he  wlio  has 
"eenthe  cause  ofllie  murder  of  hundreds.  Though 
your  usage  was  made  viUainous  at  the  fort,  yet 
youi-  revenge  was  too  sivjge  and  s.-inguinary.  If 
jour  conduct,  sir,  to  the  Ii-.diuns  were  i^uided   hv 


a«  pttre  motives  as  mine,  it  would  endeavor  to  in- 
fluence thefl)  to  respect  each  other  as.  brothers, 
and  live  in  harmony  and  frieudship,  C'i''^ivatini^ 
their  lands  in  SMmnvjr,  and  lakinij  lijeii'  di^'ersions 
of  hunting  in  xvin'er,  respecting  their  iici<-'bor-i, 
and  making  yourselves  respected  by  their;.  l\ 
thus,  sir,  you  would  HCt,  (;ind  by  your  kno'-vl^-dgc 
of  t'leir  lang-ujge,  you  hsve  much  ;rioi-e  in  your 
power  than  any  otlier  mrui)  you  woidd  ib^n  be  the 
true  ft  iend  of  t!ie  in.Iiar.s.  \Ver'>  1  the  iiistii^itof 
of  iheft  and  murder,  would  I  hold  the  lans^uag^  \ 
have  done  to  the  chiefs  and  othv^rs  who  have  Cxil^d 
on  me.''  Asktlie  lii;ut.  comg,  at  For":  G.-ines  iimv 
Ic-tU-r  to  hitr.  breiitiied  t!ie  strains  of  a  in-.u-derer.'' 
Ask  Opy  Ilatchy,  or  Dany  his  interpreter,  it'  the 
rerorvimendatory  note  I  sent  him  by  uriler  (jf  Api- 
ny  could  be  written  by  an  instigator  of  murde:-j' 
Ask  Apiny  hi.mseU,  if  my  language  to  hiin  -vv.iS  t'u:*t 
of  a  murderer?  .\sk  Mappaii'cliy,  a  chief  residin;? 
a-.riong  the  Americtns  on  Oakmulgee,  if  iiiv  laii- 
gugeand  advice  to  him,  f.ivoured  that  of  aniur- 
derei-.''  All  those  and  every  Indiin  v/ho  imve 
heard  my  talks,  will  contr^idict  your  vile  a.;,S!;;- 
tions. 

But,  Mi»ppalttchy  has  given  me  a  cltie  by  wjih-.h 
I  can  unravel  whence  the  aspersion  comes.  Kot 
from  Apiny,  H  .iciiy,  or  ^ny  of  the  chiefs  id"  the  up- 
per towns,  but  from  he  who  endeavors  to  lead  them 
to  mi-^chief  i.nd  quarrels  witii  each  otiK'r.  Did  not 
the  chiefs  hear  my  note  rend  with  respect,  and 
perfectly  according  to  my  se.itiments  of  being  all 
lis  brethren  uniting  wiih  bonds  of  fViendsiiip  and 
love?  Did  they  not  agree  to  smoke  the  pipe  of 
peixe  with  their  brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  ntul 
live  in  future  as  btoUiers''  V.'hiit  marie  .'ioin"  of 
tliem  alter  their  minds  afterwards?  The  intei-fer- 
ence  of  a  humane  man,  wiio  counsels  them  to  v.ii  e 
to  me,  demanding  my  removal  from  a  board  of 
outlaws,  and  which  ietltr  is  sij-r.ed  "  ;V..:iiaiii  />' ,  • 
bly" 

I  shall  only  makf  or.ri  more  observation,  and  ti;  i. 
will  shew  from  whc"-.:?  I  came,  and  wJtelhcr  i 
come  among'it  the  i-i^Iians  as  revetigcr,  or  as  the 
friend  of  peace  and  harinony. 

In  the  sprinrj  of  1816,  W.  Kamb-y  .sen:  gove--- 
nor  Cameron  a  letter,  contaiiiing  laiks  of  the'chiefs 
of  t!ie  Indian  nations:  they  are  for-.varded  to  E  ig- 
land,  and  his  exceilen.-^y  h,iuded  me,  on  niy  W.ivi.ij,' 
Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from  the  rig!;l  ho;?, 
earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty's  cJiief  sec-reta- 
rles  of  state,  that  I  miglit  make' the  same  known 
to  the  chiefs  on  my  arrival  in  the  lijtion.  Wlna 
will  governor  Citneron  think  of  llie  man  who,  ii 
1816,  could  write  ■;gu:nst  the  cncroachn-.c-nts  of 
the  Amerl.-aiis  on  the  lndii.n  n.-ition;  and  m  the 
spring  of  1817  call  the  chiefs  of  that  nalJon,  {  ,>• 
whom  he  n-.ore  especially  v.rote,  outlaws?  iMr. 
Mambly  muy  sell  his  services  to  America;  bu:  no 
man  can  e.xpatriat2  b;m  from  that  alief^iance  due  to 
his  native  coiL-^.try;  and  a  government  may  cull  on 
a  friendly  niition  to  give  up  a  subject  tliitt  has  se- 
riously wronged  her. 

I   recoimr.end  .Mr.  Han->bly  to    be  cotttcnt  viti) 
floceur  \\s  n\:i.y  Lave  received;  atid  permit  the  un- 
lettered I~di.u^  to  live   quietly  and    peaceably  on  ' 
hi.-?  native  land. 

1  s!-,i.ll  send  .i  copy  of  tliis  letter  with  the  ono 
from  you  to  be  read  by  the  uhjefs  oi'the  nation,  and 
siiall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an  opportunHv  of  ev- 
pressiiij^  inystlf  more  fullv  than  Idid  in  \]\t  u.te 
Efut  by  Apiny.  V/ishing'you  a  speedy  recar,'i2Uo;> 
of  your  errors,  ^nd  u  reim-a  to  your  former  \v;;voi' 
thi'.kir.^',     I  asn  your  i^'at.       A,  AUBUTUN^T 


srG  xNlLES'  REGISTER -DKCEMBER  12,  iSiS—ARBUTHNOT  k  AMBRlteTElt. 


H. 

Letter  from  A.  Arhirthnot  to  the  governor  of  Havanna. 
To  ))is  exocllency  don,  governor  general,  h.c.  Stc. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  whose  names  are 
beieuiito  annexed,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  ex- 
cellency   and   represent  their   complaints.    Long 
imposed  on  by  persons  keeping  stores  in  this  coun- 
try, in  charging    us    exhorbitant  prices  for  their 
i,"oods,  while  tiiey  only  allow  us  a  very  trifling  one 
for  otirpehry,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  look 
cut  for  a  person  that  will  deal  fairly  with  us,  and 
we  wish  to  establish  a  store  for  him  on  Appalache 
river,  we  have  made  application  to  the  commimder 
o-f  St.  Marks,  and  he  refers  us  to  your  excellency. 
]v  is  not  alone  the  impositions  that  have  been  prac- 
tised upon  us,  that  has  made  us  presume  to  address 
to  your  excellency.      We   have  complaints   of  a 
rriore  serious  nature  against  tlie  persons  employed 
by  llie  only  house  that  has  been  established  among 
us.     In  tl>e  first  phce,    some    years    back,    under' 
false  pretences,  they  attempted  to  rob  us  of  a  very 
)ar;>e  portion  of  our  best  lands,  and  we  the  more 
readily    acceded  to  it  from   the  fjiliiful  promise 
given  u*,  that  they   would  get  English    people  to 
.settle  and  Hvean.o'ig  ns;  but  far    from   doing  this 
Mr.  Fo-hes  attempted  to  sell  it    to  the   Anrierican 
government,    and    settle   it  with  Americans:  thus 
iinding  ourselvts    deceived  and   imposed   on,  we 
vitiulrew  our  grant  abaut  tlires  years  since,  which, 
from  the  stipula'.iojis   contained'  therein  not  being] 
i'ulfillcdon  the  part  of  Mr    Forbes,  we  conceived 
we  had  a  riglit  to  do.     Secondly,   Mr.   Doyle  and 
Mr.  Hambly,  the  two  peisoTi«  left  in  tke  nation  to 
carry  on  Mr.  Forbes'  business,  have  for  more  than 
two  years  been  endciv-voring  to  influence  us  to  join 
the  Americans,  and  finding  that  fair  means  would 
not  secure  us  from  our  atlacl,iment  to   our  ancient 
irienda  the  English;  they   have  recently  had  re- 
course to  threats  of  bringing  the  Americans  down 
upon  US;  and  that  people  only  wants  a  pretext  to 
attack  us,  which  the  said  Doyle    and    Hambly   at- 
tempt to  give  them  by  spreading  false  reports  of 
our  murdering  Americans,  ste<ding  their  cattle  and 
preparing  for  war  against  them,  while,  in  fact,  it 
is  the    Americans  who  murder  our  red   brethren 
and  steal   our  cattle  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  and 
are  d.iily  encroaclimg  on  our  lands,   and  maintain- 
ing the  settlers  in  their  ill-gotten   possessions,  by 
armed  force. 

On  the  Choctawhatchy  river,  there  are  a  large 
body  of  Americans  forming  settlements,  and  more 
are  daily  joining  tiiem.  As  this  river  is  far  witliin 
the  line  marked  out  by  your  excellency's  govern- 
ment and  the  Americans  some  years  since,  (though 
the  line  was  unknown  to  us  until  very  lately,  and 
we  never  gave  our  sanction,  nor  in  fact,  knew  of 
any  }»ule  of  our  lands  made  to  the  Americans)  we 
trust  your  excellency  will  give  order  to  displace 
them  from  wiiiiin  the  line,  antl  send  them  back  to 
their  own  country.  Our  delaying  to  address  your 
excellency,  to  represent  the  forementioned  grit 
vances,  has  been  ..wing  tw  the  want  of  a  person  to 
aueiid  to  o-.ir  talks,  and  put  them  in  writing  for  us. 
The  commander  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks  haslieard 
aJ!  of  our  talks  and  coiiiplaints.  He  approves  of 
what  we  have  done,  and  what  we  are  doing,  and  it 
is  by  Ills- recommendation  we  have  thus  presumed 
to  additss  your  excellency. 

We  Itave  the    hosKU-   to    be,   your    excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  humide  servant, 

A.  AKiJUTHNOT. 
Xo.  1. 
<Po7irr  of  attorney  from  Inutan  chiefn  to  A.  Arbutlmot- 
Ivnow  fill  men  by  these  presetus,  that  we,  chiefs 


of  the  Creek  n?.tion,  whose  names  jire  affixed  to  this 
power,  having  fnll  faith  and  confidence  in  A.  Ar- 
buthnot,  of  New-Providence,  who,  knowing  all  our 
talks,  is  fully  acquainted  with  our  intentions  and 
wishes,  do  hereby,  by  these  presents,  const  iue  and 
appoint  him,  the  said  Alexander  Arbutlmot,  cur  at- 
torney  and  agent,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
act  for  us,  and  in  our  names,  in  all  affairs  reining 
to  our  nation,  and  also  to  write  such  letters  and 
papers  as  to  him  may  appear  necessary  and  proper, 
for  our  benefit,  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Given  at  Ocklocknee  sound,  in  the  Creek  nation, 
this  17th  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen. 

1.  Cappachimaco,  his  X  mark. 

2.  Inlemohtlo,  his  X  mark. 

3.  Charles  Tucknnoky,  his  X  mark.' 

4.  Otus  Mico,  his  X  mark. 

5.  Ochaci  ne  Tustonnky,  his  X  mark'. 

6.  Imatchlucle,  his  X  mark. 

7.  Inhimatcchucle,  X  his  mark. 

8.  Lohoe  Itamatchly,  his  X  mark. 

9.  Ho  wrath  le,  his  X  mark. 

10.  Hillisajo,  his  X  mark. 

11.  Tamticlies  Haho,  his  X  mark. 

12.  Oparthlomico,  his  X  mark. 

Certified  explanation  of  names  and  towns  to  whicH 
the  foregoing  chiefs  belong,  agreeably  to  the  num- 
bers set  opposite  thereto.        ='VVM.  HAMBLY." 

1.  Kinhigee,  chief  of  Mickasuky. 

2.  Inhimarthlo,  chief  of  Fowl  Town. 

3.  Cliarie  Tustonoky,  second  chief  of  Ockmulgee 
Town. 

4.  Chief  on  the  Conholoway,  below  Fort  Gaines. 

5.  Opony,  chief  ef  Oakmulgee  Towns. 

6.  Chief  of  the  Atl.><p:  1  ,'as. 
7  Chief  of  Pallatcliucoley. 

8.  Chief  of  the  Cliehaws. 

9.  Chief  of  the  Red  Sticks. 

10.  Francis,  (the  Proplict.) 

11.  Peter  M'Queen,  chief  of  the  Tallahasses,  (aS 
old  Red  Stick.) 

12  A  Red  Slick,  created  chief  by  the  lower  towns. 

Oi'estion  by  the  court.— Hare  you,  at  any  time  within  the  lut 
twelve  nioiuhs,  h.-anl  any  convtrsatioii  bi-tween  the  prisoner  aim 
the  chief  calle<I  IJowlegs,  relating  to  the  war  between  the  tJuite* 
Slates  and  the  Semiiioles  ? 

Ansr.  I  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bowlegs  that  he  had  sent  lettert 
to  thepiince  rf'g;eat,aiid  expected  soon  tu  l);ivean  answer.  Some- 
time afterwards,  some  of  the  negroes  ilonhtcd  his  carrying  tlioJe 
letters,  when  the  prisoner  stated  that  he  had,  but,  the  distance 
being  great,  it  would  take  sometime  to  receive  an  answer,  ^y 
t/ic  court.  State  to  the  court,  when  and  wliere  you  first  saw  the 
letter  signed  A.  Arhuthnot.  dated  April  2[1,  18l8,referredlo  m  ibe 
first  s|>ecilication  and  the  2d  charge. 

Ansr.  About  the  6th  of  April,  a  black  man  who  said  he  had  re- 
ceived it  from  an  Indian,  gave  it  to  Mr.  Aiiibrister,  whom  I  S8W 
reading  it. 

Outi-.  bij  the  court.— Do  you  know  by  w  hat  means  that  leuer  wM 
conveyed  to  Suwany  ? 

A7isr.  I  understood  by  an  Indian  who  was  sent  from  fort  at 
Marks  . 

Qtics.  bij  the  court.— WIio  paid  the  Indian  for  canning  tlie  letter 
referred  to  in  the  last  interrogatory  ? 

An-ir.  I  do  not  know,  , 

Ones,  by  the  roi/rf.— What  steps  were  taken  by  the  negroes  WH 
Inilians  on  the  receipt  of  tlie  letter  ? 

Ansv.  They  first  believed  the  bearer  to  be  an  enemy,  and  con- 
fined him,  but,  learning  the  contrary,  began  to  prepare  for  the  ene-^ 
my,  and  the  removal  of  their  families  and  effects  across  the  river, 
the  Indians  lived  on  the  opposite  side.  . 

Ques.  by  the  cjiirt.—'iy\i\  the  Indians  and  negroes  act  togcthena 
the  perfortiiancc  of  military  duty  .' 

Aitsr.  No.  But  they  always  said  tiny  wonld  fight  together. 

Que.i.  hij  the  court.— D\ti  not  Neru  command  \h"  blacks,  autloi* 
not  Bowlegs  own  Neri;.  and  wus  not  the  latter  under  the  immcuiste 
command  of  Bowlegs? 

Ami.  Nero  coinninnded  the  blacks,  and  was  owned  and  eom- 
manded  by  Bowleg;-!. -But  there  were  some  negro  captains  wM 
olieved  none  but  Ni  ro. 

Oite-dion  hij  tlu:  cai/;y.— What  vessel  brought  to  Suwany  the  amr 
niuTntion  whicu  you  said  was  sold  by  the  prisoner  tc  the  luo'Su 
and  .egroes .'  .     ,     ,  ', 

Aiur.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lying  at  this  wliarl :  sUC  »  » 
fjretopsail  vessel  beloiiiji'ng  to  the  prlsoutr. 
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The  witness  also  identified  to  the  manuscript  of 
the  prisoner  on  the  following  document,  viz.  No.  1, 
granting  him  full  power  to  act  in  all  cases  for  tlie 
Indians,  bs  recorded  before;  and  also  a  letter  with- 
out si^nauue,  to  the  governor  of  St.  Augustine, 
nuirbered  2;  and  further,  a  letter  without  date,  to 
Mr.  Mitchell,  tlie  Indian  agent,  numbered  3;  and 
an  unsigned  petivion  of  the  chiefti  of  the  Lower 
Creek  ni^ion,  to  governor  Cameron,  praying  his  aid 
in  m?ii  und  nuinitions  of  war,  numbered  4;  all  of 
which  the  witness  stated  to  be  in  the  hand  writing 
of  the  prisoner. 

No.  2. 
Supposed  to  be  from  Botelegs,  to  the  governor  of  St.  Au- 

gustine. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Jost-  Coppinger— to  his  ex- 
cellency James  Green,  govtriior  of  St.  Agustine. 

Sir — I  had  the  lienor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  per- 
son to  write  an  answer  to  the  same,  is  the  cause  of 
this  iippatent  neglect. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing and  correspondence  with  you,  and  hope 
you  wi!!,  wlien  occasion  offers,  advise  me  of  suoh 
things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  thet  go  to  St.  Augustine, 
return  with  false  reports,  tending  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preveoting  '.hem  from  at- 
tending to  their  usual  avocations.  At  one  time, 
the  Americans  and  upper  Indiaas,  supported  by  a 
force  of  about  30G0  meu,  were  running  lines  far 
within  the  Indian  territory;  another  time,  ai>e  col- 
lecting a  force  at  fort  Mitchell,  in  the  forks  of  Fiiut 
and  Cliatahoochy  rivers,  to  fall  on  the  towns  below. 
Now,  sir,  we  know  of  no  reason  the  Americans  can 
Lave  to  attack  us,  an  inoffensive  and  unoffending 
people.  We  have  none  of  their  slaves;  we  have 
taken  none  of  their  property  since  the  Americans 
made  peace  with  our  good  father,  king  George. 
We  have  followed  the  orders  of  his  officer  that 
was  with  us,  lieut.  col,  Edwai'd  NicLoUs,  and,  in  no 
wise  molested  the  Americans,  though  we  daily  see 
theui  encroaching  on  our  territory,  stealing  our 
cattle,  av\d  murdering  and  carrying  off  our  people. 

Tlie  same  officer  also  told  us,  we,  allies  to  the 
Great  King,  our  father,  were  included  in  the  trea- 
ty of  peace  betv.een  our  good  father  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, and,  that  the  latlei-  were  to  give  up  all  the 
territory  that  had  been  taken  from  us  before  and 
during  the  war.  Yet,  so  far  from  complying  with 
the  9tl>  article  of  that  treaiy,  they  are  daily  mak- 
ing encroachments  on  omv  iLsnd,  getting  persoas 
Who  are  not  known  to  the  chiefs,  and  without  any 
power  or  authority,  to  grant  and  sign  over  lands  to 
them.  Thus  they  deceive  the  world,  and  make 
our  very  friends  believe  we  are  in  league  with 
them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  the  head 
warriors,  assembled  at  my  town  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  c:;me  to  the  resolution  of  informing  the  British 
minister  at  Wushiuglon,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Americans  and  the  officers  of  their  government, 
towards  us;  it  has  been  done  accordingly,  and  co- 
pies sent  to  England.  We  demand  of  the  king,  our 
father,  to  fix  some  of  his  people  among  us,  who 
niay  inform  him,  from  time  to  time,  of  what  is  pass- 
ing, and  see  the  Americans  do  not  extend  them- 
selves on  our  lands.  The  Spanish  subjects  in  the 
Vloridas,  are  too  much  in  the  interests  of  the  Ame- 
cans  to  be  our  friends.  For  the  governors  i  shall 
always  entertain  the  greatest  regard— but,  for  the 
people,  they  do  not  act  so  as  to  merit  my  esteem 
and  protection.  You  desire  I  would  chase  those 
warauders  v/ho  steal  my   cattle;  my  people  havs 


lately  driven  some  Agiericans  from  Lahhtwiv,  and 
I  have  no  dwibt,  the  Araericaiis  will  hold  off  this 
as  a  pretext  to  n>ake  war  on  ug,  as  they  have  bi»fore 
done,  in  stating  we  harbor  their  runaway  slaves. 
No.  3. 
General  Mitchell,  agent  for  TntUan  Jjfairs. 

KingHatchy,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lower  Creek 
nation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  would  repre- 
sent  to  you  the  cruel  and  oppressive  conduot  of 
the  American  people,  living  on  the  borders  of  the 
Indian  nation,  and  which,  he  was  in  hopes,  from  a 
talk  jou  were  pleased  to  send  him  some  weekij 
since,  ^ould  have  had  put  a  stop  to  and  peace  re- 
stored between  the  Indians  and  American  peonlp. 
But,  far  from  any  stop  being  put  to  their  inroad.-i 
and  encroachments,  they  are  pouring  in  by  hun- 
dreds and  at  a  time.  Not  only  from  the  land  side, 
but  ascending  the  Appalachicola  in  vessel  loads; 
thus  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  take  up 
arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  lav.'less- 
invaders.  Your  known  philanthropy  and  good  will 
to  tlte  Indians,  induces  the  head  chiefs  to  hope, 
tliat  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  yo»ur  influence 
to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their  Ir.nds,  and 
order  that  those  who  have  already  presumed  to 
seize  our  fields  may  retire  therefrom. 

The  ludiiuis  have  seized  tv/o  persons  they  think 
have  been  greatly  instrutnental  in  bringing  the 
Americans  upon  them,  mid  they  are  now  in  their 
possession  as  prisoners.  It  is  even  reported  they 
have  made  sales  of  Indian  lands  without  the  know- 
ledge, consent,  or  approbation  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
nation;  ,and  from  long  residence  in  the  nation,  and 
the  great  influence  that  one  of  those  people  former- 
ly enjoyed  among  tl>«  chiefs  as  their  chief,  there 
is  some  reason  to  believe  he  has  been  guilty  of  im- 
preper  conduct  to  tlie  Indian  nation. 

No.  4. 

Petition  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower    Creek-  nation,  to 

governor  Cameron. 

We,  the  undersigned,  deputed  by  the  Creek  na- 
tion to  wait  on  your  excellency,  and  lay  before  you 
their  heavy  complaints.  To  the  English,  we  have 
always  looked  up  to  as  friends,  as  protectors,  ami 
on  them  we  now  call  to  aid  us  in  repellkig  tlie  ap- 
proaches of  the  Amtricans,  who,  regardless  of  trea- 
ties, are  daily  seizing  our  lands  and  robbing  our 
people:  they  have  already  built  seven  forts  on  cue 
lands;  they  are  making  roads  and  running  lines  into 
the  very  heart  of  our  country,  aiwi,  without  the  in- 
terference  of  the  English,  we  shall  soon  bedriven 
from  the  land  we  inherited  from  our  forefa'.hers. 

The  Amerioans  tell  us  the  English  will  regard 
us  no  more,  and  we  had  better  submit  to  tiiem;  but 
we  cannot  submii  to  their  shackles,  and  will  rathei' 
die  in  defence  of  our  country. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the  English  and 
the  Ani,ericans,  we  were  told  by  lieut.  col.  Nicholls, 
that  the  Americans  were  to  give  up  our  lands  they 
had  taken,  and  we  desired  to  live  quietly  and 
peaceably,  in  no  wise  molesting  the  Americans. 
We  have  strictly  followed  those  orders;  but  the 
Americans  heve  not  c'on-iplied  with  the  treaty.  Col. 
Nicholls  left  Mr.  llambly  in  charge  of  the  fort  at 
Prospect  Bluff,  with  orders  to  hear  us,  if  any  causa 
of  complaint,  and  represent  the  same  to  the  Bri- 
tish government;  but  he  turned  traitor,  and 
brought  the  Americans  down  on  the  fort,  whicli 
was  blown  up,  .ind  many  of  our  red  brethren  deS- 
troyedin  it.  The  ammunition  stores  intended  for 
our  use  were  either  destroyed,  or  taken  off  by  tlie 
.\mericans.  We  have  sent  several  messengers  to 
inform  your  excellency  of  these  proceedings  ofthe» 
Americans,  but  they   luve  never  retvi/ned    to  u§ 
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wi':  .  un.s"7er.  Three  of  our  red  brethren  h',re 
lali'h  h.-'cn  ki'led  by  the  Americans,  x^hi'e  huntinfj  i 
on  !M:r  lands^  iind  tl.ey  threaten  to  attack  the  tor/us 
oFMick^sitky  and  Sshwahnee,  the  otily  two  large 
towns  liT'  u'-  in  the  Greek  nation,  and,  without  aid 
from  yoar  i^'sfvUency,  we  cannot  repel  their  attack. 
M'f  hve,  '.iiti-efore,  (U'puted  to  deniand  of  your  ex- 
ceiirucy  the  assistance  of  troop?  and  ainnnunition, 
t!iat  we  rotty  be  able  eR'ertually  to  repel  the  attack 
of  [he  Aineriear.s,  and  prevent  their  further  en- 
crORchrr.cnt-;  and,  if  we  return  without  assistance, 
the  Anrioricsnc,  '.vlio  have  tJieir  spies  among  us,  will 
the  more  qiiick^y  come  upon  us.  We  noost  hunc- 
•  biy  pr-iy  y-'ur  excellency  will  send  us  such  a  forct 
as  will  be  ri\?T)ecte(l,  and  make  us  respectable. 
.  (The  foilowinjj  eodoriied  on  Uie  foregoiiig.) 
Char!ts  Ciuiieroit,  esq.  ecovoTiior,  commander  in  chn-f 
^c.  &c. 
I  bep;  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
necvsv-  ly  cf  my  attain  reJurnirig  to  the  Indian  uation, 
v;;Vh  the  deputies  frAm  the  chiefa,  and  as  my  trou- 
ble stid  ."xpense  can  only  be  defrayed  by  permia- 
sici  to  lake  goods  To  dispose  of  amongst  lUeaa,  1 
pi^;<yyo{!v  ex(u-!iency  will  be  pit.ised  to  grant  me 
sucli  A  Ift'ter  or  license,  as  will  prevent  rrie  from 
bci:i;j  caiMured  in  ease  of  meeting  any  Spauiiili 
criH.set'  on  the  coast  of  Flondn. 

The  c'.i'trt  adjourned,  to  meet  to-IDorrow  morn- 
ing-  at  G  i/ciock. 

Fort  St.  Miu-k-s  28tb  April,  1«1S. 
T!:e  court  convened  pursuant  lo  adjonrnoient.— 
Present  m.-.jor  general  E.  V.  Gaines,  presideiU. 
Members. 
Col.  King  Colonel  Dyer 

Col.  Wiihami?  Lt.Col.  Lindsey 

Ijt.  Col.  tiibson  lA.  Col.  Ediolt 

Tilrtjor  Muhiet.bcrg  Mi>jor  Fanning 

M'jor  Montgomery  Major  Minton 

Captain  Viishon  Cip;.  Crittenden 

lit.  J.  M.  Gl?.r,sell,  Recorder. 

When  the  further  examination  of  the  witness  Pe- 
ter B   C(T.k,  look  place,  vi/.: 

Oiitifio!'.  Iiy  the  prli'jnri-.—  Finw  I'lngliisve  jou  been  a<'quainted 
wiiTt  ihe  sHiiemtntson  ilie  SaliwahiiLC' 

An.'!.  Brtween  six  and  scvtit  mosulis. 

Ouex.  h'j  the  P.  Fur  what  teiv^i  uS'  years  did  you  engage  lo  live 
vitli  the  pvisoni  1- .' 

vl'iii  Fur  nr>  stated  period— I  wa<  taken  by  the  yt-ar. 

Oi^e.s.  hij  the  P.  Were  you  not  disciiarged  l>y  ifie  prisoner  from 
Yns  i-fiiphy  ? 

Arts.  He  tiild  me  he  hnd  no  further  use  for  me  after  I  liad  written 
t!ie  loitfri  to  Provideiiei'. 

Of/,".?.  WhtrcdiJ  you  stay  after  you  were  discharged  ? 

Alls.  I  st.iid  in  a  smsill  house  beloiiging  to  a  boy  calitid  St.  John, 
■uiiiItT  the  protection  of  X' ro. 

Owes.  "VVliat  was  the  suijict  matter  of  the  letters  you  wrote  to 
Prciviilf  nci"? 

Ains.  AUcr  bt=iTig  refused  hy  the  prisoner  a  small  venture  to 
I*ri,vi(k  lUi-.  T  wrote  mj  frii'nds  fur  I'le  iiH'ans  to  trade  hy  myself- 

Oiici.!>'j  thepriitinr!;—V>{)  yru  litlit  ve  the  prisoiurhad  knowledge 
Pi  l~i<:  veiiluvi.s  biii^s' on  board  lliesehiion«r  ? 

Ans.  I  don't  br  litvi  lie  did.     It  w;i3  .sin:il!,  aiid  iii  my  trtiuk. 

Our?,  by  Die  P.  Do  you  know  that  .\itibrhter  was  the  agent  of 

Am.  I  do  not. 

QJ...-S  Do  villi  iliif<!<  \\i'\t  the  powder  anil  lead  shipped  would  more 
t>if>.''  siip|>l>  t!ie  Iliiliaii  and  iiH;;r()  hunters?  j 

An):.  1  (tici  not  .see  tiif  powder  atiri  lead  myself,  but  was  told  by , 
Piiuicgs  thiit  he  had  a  gre:it  i|iiaiiiity  he  had  there  keeping;  to  fight  I 

Willi.  I 

Oucs.  Did  the  Indiriis  reside  on  the  east  side  of  the  river .'  Ans, 
Til-  y  (lid.  _  I 

plies.  You  WTC  »sUtd  if  the  n-grr.ps  and  Iiiiians,  when  the  let- : 
tfr""i~..sik'd  A.  w-,s  eoiiiii.iii.je-iieri,  did  not  !al-.e  up  arms:  had' 
.t'l^^  r  ct  ived  iii.'.iri'iaiioli  of  tliedcfiat  of  the  Indians  ut  Miekasuk}'  ( 
prioi  to  that  tir.-e;  : 

,  ('M'.  It  was  afih  r«;irris,  I  heliive,  Ihr  y  reei  ivert  the  information. 

pjicu  Dill  U'li  tiowlegskecpotlisr  powder  tiiau  that  got  lioiii  the] 
prisii'i^r?  ♦  i 

Ans.  lie  had  soiie  he  got  from  the  Lilnft"  which  was  nearly  done;  i 
lie  said  his  hunli-rs  were  always  botiirving  hjm  ar.otit  pouder. 

piKS    Did   you  .Uate  that  at  the  li.ne  Aiuhrister  ascended  the 
rivrr  th(M>'  was  i;u  i-.thrr  v<:ssi-l!it  tiij  niouth  of  the  river? 

^ms.  Tlier'  was  iionv  other  ili;  iv;  tlieit  was  oue  hnd  siiiM. 

Or.v.f.  Thue  is  a  Ittier  A  sp  ikeii  of;  how  tlci  ynuknow  that  the  j 
wnut  the  prisoner  had  that  letter  iuhii^posscsjioji  ?  I 


^'1*.  I  saw  hi'o  with  ir,  wJiieh  lie  dropped,  and  a  boy,  called 
Jolin,  pinked  up  and  gavL-  it  to  me. 

Ow.c.  You  ststed  tliat'tlu'  ImHaiis  and  negroes  doubted  the 
fidelity  of  the  prisoner  in  sending  letters  to  tlie  prince  regent— do 
you  think  the  jirismur  woitld  have  been  punished  by  them  had 
he  not  complied  with  their  wishes  ?     Aiis.  I  do  not  know. 

Qiies.  Do  JOU  believe  the  iirisoner  was  compelled  to  write  tUe 
Indiau  conimuiiicatiiiiis? 

Ans,  He  was  not  compelled< 


Continuathu  of  tlw  minutes  of  tfie  proceedings  of  a  special  court 
ic/iereof  tnnjiir  i^ciicrai  Gaines  is  president,  convened  by  order  nf 
the  26t/t  of  April,  1818. 

Fort  St.  Maiks,  2-lth  April,  IS  18. 
The  court  procrfded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C".  AmbrisUr.a  British 
subject,  who,  being  asked  if  he  had  any  objections  to  any  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court,  ajid  replying  in  the  negative,  was  ar- 
raigned on  the  lolluwiiig  charges  and  specifications,  viz: 

Charges  against  Rojjert  C.  Ambrister,  now  in  custody,  who  says 
he  it  a  British  subject. 

Charge  1st.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the  enemy,  suppt}-. 
iog  them  with  the  means  of  w  ar,  he  being  a  subject  of  Great  Bri-. 
tain,  at  peace  with  the  Unit«d  States,  and  lately  au  ofiicerin  tlie 
British  colonial  marines. 

SptcificatiBu  1st.  That  the  sa^d  Robert  C.  Ambrister  did  give 
intelligence  of  the  moveiueius  ai'.d  opsrations  of  the  American  ar- 
my between  t)ie  In  and  20th  of  March,  :818,  and  did  excite  them  ] 
("the  negroes  and  Iii;!ians)  to  war  iir;aii;st  the  army  otihe  United 
•States,  by  sending  their  warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  Ainericao 
army— w  hose  government  was  at  jieace  and  friendsaip  with  the, 
United  Stales  and  all  her  iit2ens. 

Charge  2d.  Leading  and  c<immanding  the  Lower  Creeks  in  carry- . 
ingona  war  against  tlie  Viiited  States. 

Spocificaiioii  1st.  That  the  said  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  a  subject 
of  Great  Britain,  wivjch  government  was  in  peace  and  amity  with 
the  United  States  and  all  her  citizejis,  did,  between  the  first  of 
February  and  twentieth  of  March,  1818,  levy  war  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  by  assuming  comraaiid  of  the  Indians  in  hostility  and 
open  war  with  the  United  States,  and  ordering  a  party  of  them  to 
meet  thsanny  of  the  United  States  a'ld  give  them  liatth  as  will 
appear  by  Ws  •i'tters  to  governor  Cameron  of  Ni  w  Providence, 
dated  20th  Maieli,  1S18.  which  are  marked  A,  B.  C,  and  D,  and  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  I'eler  B.  Cook  and  capt.  Lewis,  of  the  schoowa 
Chance. 
By  order  of  the  court, 

J.  M,  GLASSELL,  record^fi. 
To  which  chuvgi's  and  specifications,  pleaded  as  follows,  viz; 
To  the  first. charge  and  specification—  Not  gtiilty. 
To  the  second  charge  and  s[nv\i\ca('wn— Guilty  and  jvsti^cation^ 
The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  7  u'cluck. 
Fort  St.  Marks.  28t/,  April,  1818.  \ 
The  cou2t  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present, 
Maj^  gtai.  Gaines,  president. 
Members. 
Col,   King,  Col.  Dyer, 

Col.  Williams,  Lieut,  col.  Lindspf, 

Lieut,  col.  Gibson,  Lieut,  col.  Klliutt,  ' 

Maj.  Muhlenberg,  Maj.  Fanning, 

Maj.  Monijjomery,  Maj.  Minton, 

Capt.  Yaslion,  Capt.  Crittenden. 

Lieut.  Ji  M.  Glassell  recorder. 

The  recorder  than  read  to  the  court  ihefoMowidg  order,  viz: 
Head  auAHTisHS,  Divisio  <  of  thk  south, 

Adj.  gen's  office,  .St.  Marks.  2Sth  April,  lajS.. 

General  order.— C'a])t.  Allison,  of  the  7th  infantry,  is  detailt.i1  to 
fiiriii  a  supernumerary  member  of  tbe  special  court  now  sittingaC 
Ibrt  St.  Marks. 

By  order,  ROBERT  BUTLER,  adj.  gen. 

Pnrsuant  to  the  above  order,  the  »upernnmerai-y  member  took 
bis  s^at- 

John  Lewis  Phenix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
being  duly  sworn,  slated  that,  about  the  5th  or  5th  of  .\pri!,  1818, 
his  vessel  and  liiiirself  having  been  captuiei"  by  the  pi ismier.  and 
he  brought  to  Suwany  as  a  prisoner,  there  was  an  alar.n  among 
the  negroes  and  Indians,  creati  d  by  learning  sonie  news  from 
Mickasuky,  at  which  time  thi  prisoner  apjitared  active  in  sending 
orders  and  sending  a  detaelinicnt  to  me£t  tbe  Anierican  army. 
The  witness  also  stated  that  the  prisoner  appeared  to  be  a  person 
vested  with  authority  auio:ig  the  negro  leaders,  and  gave  order* 
for  their  preparation  for  war.,  providing  ammiiniiion,  I<i0.  And 
tliat  the  leaders  came  to  him  for  orders.  The  prisoner  furjiislied 
them  with  powder  and  lead,  and  recommended  tothein  the  making 
of  ball,  &c.  Very  quickly.  The  witness  also  stated  that  the  prisoner 
occasionally  dressed  in  uniform,  with  his  sword;  and  that,  on  the 
first  alarm,  which  he  understood  was  from  Mickasuky,  by  a  negri> 
woman,  he  put  on  the  uniforin. 

Tlie  witness  fill  tbtr  stated,  that,  some  time  about  the  20th  March, 
1818,  the  prisoni  r,  \vilh  an  armed  body  of  ne.ereos,  (21  in  niinibei} 
came  on  board  his  vessel,  and  ordered  him  to  pilot  tiiein  to  lorl 
St.  Marks,  «bicli,  he  stntid.  he  intended  to  capture  hefure  the 
Americans  could  get  thert-^lhreateuiug  to  hang  the  witness  it  he 
did  not  obey. 

plies,  by  the  rciirt.  Did  you  ever  understarj  by  w  hose  authontTf 
and  fur  what  purpose   lh<  accused  caoie  into  the  cnuiilry  .' 

Aii.i.  I  have  f  leqiifully  heard  him  say,  he  CJinie  to  attend  to  Mr* 
\Vi)odi)iiie"s  biisiiK.ss  at  (he  bay  of  rainjier. 

O'lrs.  t/i)  the  prisoner Did  1  not  ti  U  you,  when  I  CBine  o-^boarrt 

ther'seliiioiier  Chance,  i  wisiied  you  to  pilot  lue  to  St.  .MiirUs,  ai  1 
was  inlovme.U  that  two  Americans,  by  the  names  of  Hanil:iy  aiijj 
Do)le,  v/ne  eoiifin' d  there,  and  I  wished  tu  have  tbeni  >tiieveo 
IVom  their  coiiuiicmeJit.' 
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Ans.  Youstateil  you  wanted  to  get  Hambly  and  noyle  from  St. 
Marks.    I  do  nut  kiiow  what  were  your  intentions  in  so  duiiif;. 

Due's.  Dill  I  uot.teUyou  tli.it  I  (.\pocteJ  th.-  Indians  would  tjie 
UDoii  me  when:<iTiviiie;  atSt.  Marks?  .       .     ^ 

Jm.  You  <lid  "Of,  you  stated  that  you  mteJided  to  take  the  fort, 
in  the  ni^lit. by  surprise,  .    >         ■  ,, 

Ones.  Did  you  see  nie  give  ammunition  to  the  negroes  and  li> 
diaiK'  and.  if  so.  how  Diiieh.aud  at  what  (ioie? 

Am.  I  saw  you  pivr  powd.-r  and  lead  to  ilie  negroes  wheji  you 
fsme  an  board,  and  advised  them  to  iiiaUe  halls;  aud  I  sow  yoa 
eivc  liquor  and  paint  to  the  Indians. 

Ones-  Have  you  not  ol'teji  Iieard  nie  say.  between  the  1st  ami 
StfUi  "f  April,  that  I  would  not  have  any  tbiiig  to  do  with  the  ne- 
OToes  and  Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war  with  tlie  United  Sialics  ? 

Aus.  About  the  15th  of  April,  I  heard  you  say  you  would  not 
have  anv  thing  to  do  with  the  negroes  aud  Indians :  I  heard  noth- 
ing flhout  exciting  them  to  war. 

Ones.  Can  you  read  w  riling  ? 

Jus.  Not  English  writing. 

Qufs.  Did  you  not  hear  me  say,  when  arriving  at  Suwarty  taat 
1  Wished  to  be  olfiinmeiU.itely  for  Providence? 

Ans.  I  did  not;  alter  the  alarm,  you  saiil  you  v  ished  to  he  oft' 
for  Tamper.  .  .    ,, 

Oi/r.i  Did  you  not  say  to  the  accus»d  you  wisJied  to  visit  Mr. 
A^ulhuot,  at  his  store  on  Suwany,  and  gc;t  provisions  youraclf? 

Ans.  I  did  not;  I  stated  I  wanted  provisions.  - 

Ones  Di'l  I  send  or  comn.and  any  Indians  to  go  and  fight  the 
Aiiu-ricaiis  ?  .    .  ,  ,       ■    i     i    i-  i 

Ans.  I  did  not  exactly  know  that  you  sent  thera;  the  Inilians  and 
nfcrys  were  ci-owdir.g  tiefoi'e  your  dSor,  and  you  were  dividing 
the  jiaint.  &C.  amuiig  them;  and  I  understood  a  party  was  going 
to  march.  . 

Qi;es.  Uid  I  not  give  up  the  schooner  to  you  in  charge,  as  cap- 
tain? ... 

Ans.  Aft.T  our  return  from  Suwany  town,  you  directed  rae  to 
take  chai-geof  her  to  go  to  raioper. 

Jyi.u  I  Arbiivlinot.  u  wuuess  on  Ihe  part  of  the 
pros-c  ition.heini^  fUily  swor/.^  «tated  that  some  'ime 
sboul  the  23d  of  Mirch,  the  prisoiipr  came,  \vi*h  a 
body  of  r.egroes,  partly  armed,  to  his  falLer's  store 
on  Siiwanv  river,  and  told  the  wiiness  be  lial  come 
do  to  jns'ice  to  the  coantry.by  taking  the  g-oods  und 
(listribuungtiiem  among  the  negroes  and  Indians — 
whicli  tbe  witness  saw  the  prisoner  do:  and  that  the 
prisoner  stated  to  him,  tlint  he  had  come  to  the 
country  on  Woodbine's  bnsines,«,  'o  see  the  negroes 
righted.  The  witness  has  further  known  the  pri- 
soner to  give  orders  to  the  negroes,  and  that,  at 
bis  sui^gestion,  i  p^rty  was  sent  from  Suwany  to 
meel  the  .Ynoericans,  to  give  them  battle — which 
party  returned  on  meeting  the  Mickasukv  Indians 
in  tlier  flight.  The  witness  also  testified  to  the 
following  letter,  m.irked  A,  and  referred  to  in  tl^e 
specification  cf  the  second  charge,  as  the  writing 
•f  the  prisoner. 

A. 
Robert  C,  Ambrlster  to  governor  Cam  -ron. 

March  20th,  1818, 
Sahwahnee,  near  St.  Marks  Fort. 

Sir — I  am  requested  particularly  by  all  our  Indian 
chiefs,  to  acquaint  vour  excellency,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans has  commenced  hostilities  witli  them  two  years 
a,^o,  and  have  advanced  some  considerable  distance 
in  this  country,  and  are  now  making  daily  progress. 
'I'hey  say  they  sent  a  number  of  letters  to  your  ex- 
cellency, but  have  never  rcf-eivcd  one  answer, 
\vluchmakc.';  them  believe  that  lie  never  delivered 
them;  and  v.ill  oblige  them  much  if  you  will  let  me 
know  whether  he  did  or  not.  The  purport  of  the 
lettei's  were,  begging  your  excellency  to  be  kind 
enough  to  send  them  down  some  gun  powder,  nius 


lat  your  excellency  may  send  down,  b® 
3ugh  to   direct  to   me,  as  they  have  <:reat 


kct  balls,  had,  c; 


:uinon, 


8iC.  as  thev  are  now  coin- 


pictelyout  of  those  articles.  The  Americans  may 
"larch  thr<;'  the  whole  territory  in  one  month,  and 
^^'■thout  arms,  &c.  they  must  surrender.  liiUis  Hajo, 
or  Franci'<.  the  Indian  chief,  the  one  that  \mis  in 
'''iigland,  tells  nie  to  let  your  excellency  know,  that 
tlie  prince  regent  told  Ivm  that,  whcneverlie  wanted 
ammimilion,  your  cxccl'ency  would  supply  him  with 
as  much  as  he  wanted.  They  beg  me  to  press  upon 
yo:u'  exc'.-lloncy's  mind  to  send  the  above  mention- 
ed articles  down  by  tiie  vessel  that  brings  this  to 
you,  as  she  will  sail  for  this  place  immediately — and 
l9t  the  prince  regent  know  of  their  sltiwiian.     Any 


letters  tha 

g'ood  enough 

dependance  in  my  writing.     Any  news  tliat  your 

excellency  may  have  respecting  them  and  America," 

will  be  doing  a  great  favor  to    let  me  know,  thai   I 

may  send  among  them. 

'I'here  is  now  a  verv  large  bodv  of  Americans  and 
Indians,  who  I  expect  will  attack  us  every  da\ ,  and 
(lod  only"  knows  how  it  will  be  decided.  But  !  mu.st 
only  s:iy,  this  will  bo  the  last  eiVort  with  us.  There 
has  been  a  body  of  Indians  g-one  to  meet  them,  and 
[  have  sent  another  party.  1  ho])e  your  excellency- 
will  be  plcasod  to  grant  the  favor  they  recjuest. 

I  ha^'e  notiiing  further  to  add,  l)ut  am,  sir,  with  due 
respect,  your  obcdivjnt  humble  servant, 

lioBKiiT  c.  amhuist?:r. 

Otiestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  \ou  hear  me  sav 
that  I  cajT!fi  on  Woodbine's  business? 

.i/i>f.  I  (lid. 

Qi/fst.  bii  the  P.  Were  not  the  negroes  alluded  to 
at  Arbtithnot's  store  before  I  arrived.'' 

uiiis.  No,  you  came  with  tliem. 

Peter  B.  Cook,  a  witness  on  th.e  part  of  the  pros- 
ecution, being-  duly  sworn,  staled,  that  he  ncvci- 
heard  the  prisoner  give  any  orders  to  neg-roes  or 
Indians;  that  the  prisoner  distributed  Arbtithnot's 
goods,  and    also,   paint  to  tlie  negroes  and  India.ns. 

Also,  th.at  some  powder  was  brought  from  the 
vessel  to  Suwany  by  the  prisoner,  and  distr'iulcd 
among  the  negroes  by  Nero.  Sometime  in  Mav.-h, 
the  prisoner  took  Arbuthnot's  schooner,  and  With 
an  armed  party  of  negroes,  21  in  number,  set  out 
for  St.  Marks,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Arbuthnot'.s 
goods  at  tiiat  place,  and  stated  that  he  would  compel 
the  commandant  to  deliver  them  up.  On  hearing 
of  the  a]5i)roach  of  the  American  arm}',  the  pris- 
oner told  the  Hegroes  it  was  useless  to  run,  for  if 
they  ran  any  farther  they  would  be  driven  mto  the 
sea. 

The  prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had  been  ,i 
lieutenant  in  the  British  army,  under  Col.  Nicholis. 
'J'he  ])risoner  was  sent  b/  Woodbine  to  Tamper, 
to  see  about  those  negroes  he  had  left  there.  The 
prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had  written  a  letter 
to  governor  Cameron,  for  ammunition  forthe  Indians, 
some  time  in  March,  and  also  told  the  witness  that 
he  had  a  commission  in  the  patriot  ai-my,  under  Mc 
Gregor,  and  that  he  had  expected  a  captaincy.  Tlie 
witness  testified  to  the  following  letters,  marked 
A,  B,  C  &  D,  and  referred  to  in  the  specification  to 
the  second  charge,  were  in  the  hand  writing"  of  thd 
prisoner,  and  one  marked  F.. 

(Note. — 'I'he  letter  marked  A,  is  copied  in  a  pre- 
vious part  of  these  proceedings) 

B. 
From  Robert  C.  Ambrlster  to  M:!Jor  Edward  Nioli- 

olls. 
Suwany,  nearHiverAnpalacluooln. 

Dkar  Sin — Francis,  and  all  the  Indian  chicl's,  have 
requested  nie  particularly  to  accpiaint  you,  tliat  the 
Americans  have  comnicnced  hostilities  with  thern 
these  two  years  past,  and  are  making  daily  progress, 
in  their  territory,  and  say  they  will  proceed.  Th„i, 
you  are  the  only  friend  they  !i;ive  in  that  part  of  thft 
world,  luid  hope  that  you  will  exert  yourself  hi  their 
behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  assistance  as  can  be  h  -d. 
That  the  Americans  are  at  the  forks  of  the  r'wcv 
Appalichicola.  They  luive  written  a  number  o" 
times  to  England  ami  Pro\-idcncc,  but  have  nivc- 
received  one  answer;  tiiey  expect  the  man  nc",  ci 
delivered  the  letters,  but  they  have  full  lio])es  ;!\ 
my  v>riting,  They  request  you  would  make  (lie 
prince  reg-ent  accpiainted  with  their  deplorid)Ie  si; 
Uiitioii.     'i'lic  Americans  ha\  c  bCcii  vcrv  cruel  sim  e 
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they  ommenced,  and  I  hope  you  will  lose  not  a  sin- 
gle moment  In  fomvardiiig  their  views.  They  say 
they  will  be  extremely  happy  to  see  you  out;  noth- 
ing" would  give  them  greater  pleasure  than  to  see 
you  out  at  this  time.  If  they  should  not  sec  you,  to 
eendthem  out  all  news  and  directions,  tliatthey  may 
be  g-aided  by  it. 

There  is  about  three  hundred  blacks  at  this  place 
.^^a  few  of  our  Bluff  people,  They  beg'  me  to  say, 
they  depend  on  your  promises,  and  expect  you  are 
<)n  ■  r.e  way  out.  They  have  stuck  to  the  cause,  aiul 
wil  ..Ivvays  believe  in  the  faith  of  you,  and  any  di- 
rec.  <i'is  you  may  give  send  to  me  at  tliis  place,  and 
I.w.i.'  dowiiati  can. 

And  !'0!nain,my  dear  sir,  most  trulv  vour*, 

ROUERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N.  B. — Francis  says  you  must  bring-  llie  horses 
wh'.ni  you  come  out,  that  you  promised,  and  that  his 
Jlcuse  has  been  burnt  down,  and  burnt  his  uniform 
clothes,  R.  A. 

C. 
From  Robert  C.  Ambrister  to  governoi'  Cameron. 

March  2C>th,  1818. 

Sir — I  am  requested  particnlarly  by  the  Indian 
icuieft  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans have  commenced  hr- -tilities  with  them  a  long- 
time since,  and  have  advanced  some  distance  in 
their  territory,  and  are  still  continuing-  to  advance, 
Tliat  tfaey  (the  chiefs  of  Florida)  have  sent  repeat- 
edly to  your  excellency,  and  have  never  received 
One  artswer,  They  suspect  Mr.  Arbuthnot  has  nev- 
er delivered  the  papers  to  your  excellency.  They 
wish  me  to  state  to  }'ou,  that  they  are  completely 
<?ut  of  .ammunition,  muskets,  &c.  beg-ging-  }'our  ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  send  them  the  articles 
above  mentioned,  with  a  few  cannon,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans build  their  boats  so  strong,  that  their  rifle  balls 
cannot  penetrate  their  sides,  The  captain  of  t!ie 
Vessel,  who  will  come  down  again,  I  have  given  or- 
ders to  make  your  excellency  acquainted  what  time 
the  vessel  will  sail  for  this  place.  Your  excellency 
will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the  prince 
regent  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  ask  for 
assistance;  which  they  have  pres  ed  me  very  hai-d 
to  press  upon  your  excellency's  mind,  and  likewi.se 
to  send  them  down  what  news  may  be  respecting 
them  and  the  country,  which  will  be  a  great  satis- 
t{iction  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  C,  AMRRISTER. 

N.  B.  They  beg  your  excellency  will  be  as  expe- 
ditious as  possible.  That  your  excellency  is  the  on- 
ly dependance  they  have,  ind  who  the  prince  re 
g-ent  told,  them  would  give  them  every  assistance 
iljat  laid  in  your  power. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 
D. 
yrom  Robert  C.  Ambrister  to  Gov,  Cameron,  &c. 
Suh-wahnee,  20th  March,  1818, 
J\.''i'ar  Pnrt  St.  Marks. 

S'ln — T  am  requested  by  Francis  and  all  the  Indian 
chiefs,  to  acquaint  3our  excellency,  that  they  are  at 
■war  with  the  Americans,  and  have  bieen  some  time 
back.  That  they  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of 
simrnunition,  balls,  arms,  Stc.and  have  wrote  by  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  several  times,  but  they  suppose  he  nev- 
fv  delivers  them  to  your  excellency.  You  will  o-. 
blige  them  much  to  let  them  knov,-  whether  he  ^id 
or  not. 

I  expect  the  Americans  and  Indians  will  attack  us 
daily.  I  have  sent  a  party  of  men  to  oppose  tliem. 
••rhey  ocg  on  me  to  press  on  your  exeellency's  mind 
to  lay  the  situation  of  the  -ountry  before  the  Prince 
4?''tjeut,  and  ask  for  assistance, 


All  news  respecting  them,  your  excellency  will  d® 
a  favor  to  let  us  know  by  the  first  opportunity,  that 
I  may  make  them  acquainted.     1  have  given  direct, 
ions  to  the  captain  to  let  your  excellency  know 
when  the  vessel  will  sail  for  this  place.     I  hope  your 
excellency  will  be  pleaseti  to  send  them  the  ammu, 
nition.     1  expect,  if  they  do  not  procure  some  veiy 
shortly,  that  the  Americans  will  march  through  the 
country.     1  have  nothing  further  to  add. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 
ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTEH. 
E. 
From  Robert  C, .  imbrister  to  Peter  B,  Cook. 

MOUTii   liF  TlIE  KlVEIt. 

Dr.  Cook:  The  boat  an-ived  here  about  3  o'clock 
on  Thursda}':  The  wind  has  been  aliead  ever  sincea 
I  have  been  down.  The  rudder  of  the  vessel  is  iji 
a  bad  condition;  but  I  will  manage  to  have  it  done 
to  night.  The  wind,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  be  fair  in 
the  morning,  when  I  will  g'et  under  weigh,  and 
make  all  possible  dispatch.  I  will  make  old  Lewis 
pilot  me  safe,  If  those  Indians  dont  conduct  them, 
selves  straiglit,  I  would  use  rigorous  means  with 
them.  Beware  of  Mr.  Jerry:  1  found  him  on  board 
when  I  came.  Keep  a  good  look  out.  IhavesenV 
two  kegs  of  powder  and  one  bar  of  lead. 

Yours,  SiC.  R.  A, 

T'jKsnAT,  3  o'clock. 
Question  bv  fh'- prisoner.     Did  you  not  frequently 
hear  me   say  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Indians  i:i  exciting  them  to  war  with  the  United 
States? 

Alls.  T  do  fiot  recollect. 

Qiiesfion  by  tin- prisoner.  Are  you  acquainted  with 
I  Lewis  Phenix,  and  have  you  not  heard  him  ex])ress 
•ill  will  against  me,  in  consequence  of  my  wishing 
I  him  to  pilot  me  to  St.  Marks? 

•  Jlnit.  I  never  did. 

Qiies.  Do  you  know  of  my  sending  troops  at  any 
■time  to  light  against  the  United  States;  and  have! 
,  not  been  constantly  with  you,  so  that  you  would 
;  have  h.ad  an  opportunity  of  knov.'ing  if  there  ha^ 

•  been  any  sent  by  me? 

.ins.  i  have  not:  they  might  have  been  sent  with. 

■  out  my  knowledg'e, 

I      Jacob  Hiirrison,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  pro-. 

'  sccution,  being  duly  sworn,  tb.at  some  time  in  the 
latter  en"d  of  March,  or  fii-st  of  April,  the  prisoner 
took  possession  of  the  schooner  Chance,  with  an 
armed  party  of  neg-roes,  and  stated  his  intentions 
of  taking  St.  Marks.  On  his  waj  thitlier,  gclng 
asiiore,  he  learnecj  from  some  Indians  that  Avbuth'. 
not  h:id  gone  to  St,  Marks,  which  induced  him  to 
return.  The  witness  also  stated,  th:\t,  while  the 
prisoner  was  on  board,  he  had  complete  connnand 
of  the  negroes,  who  considered  him  as  their  cap- 
tain. '!'iie  prisoner  took  the  cargo  of  the  vcs.sel  up 
towards  Suwany,  which  consisted  of,  with  other  ar- 
ticles, nine  kegs  of  powder,    and  500    pounds  of 

Tlu»    evidence  on  both   sides  being   closed,  the 
pi-isoner  was  alloweduntil  5  o'clock  this  evening  to 
iin.ake  his  defence. 

j  The  time  allowed  the  prisoner  for  t'.ie  prcpara- 
Ition  of  his  defen.ce,  having  expired,  he  was  brought 
j  before  the  court,  and  m:ulethe  def -nee  marked  M, 
U\hir)i  is  attached  to  tliese  ])roceedin.gs. 

The  court  was  tlicn  cleared,  and  the  proceedings 
retul  over  Ijy  tlie  recorder,  when,  after  due  delib- 
eration on  the  testimony  brought  forward,  tlie 
ecuvt  find  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  guilty 
[of  so  niiich  of  the  specification  to  the  first  charge, 
as  follows,  viz.  "and  did  excite  thr-m  <o  war  with  the 
jUnile'd  SL;ttes;   by  .'^ending  tiie:-v  warriors  10  rir.etjt 
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and  figlit  the  American  army,  he  being  a  subject  of 
<;reat-Britain,  which  government  was  at  peace  and 
IViendship  with  the  United  States,  and  all  her  citi- 
zens;" but  not  g-uilty  of  the  other  part  of  the  specifi- 
cation; guilty  of  the  first  charge;  guilty  of  the  spe- 
cification of  the  second  charge,  and  guilty  of  the 
second  charge;  and  do,  tlierefore,  sentence  the  pri- 
soner, I.'obert  C.  Ambrister,  to  sufler  <7^ar/i,  by  be- 
ing »Ao^  two-thirds  of  the  court  concurring  therein. 

One  of  the  members  ^f  the  court  requesting  a  re- 
..consideration  of  his  vote  on  the  sentence,  the  sense 
«f  tlie  court  was  taken  thereon,  and  decided  in  the 
jiffirmativc,  when  the  vote  was  again  taken,  and  tlie 
court  sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive  fifty  stripes 
<m  his  bare  back,  and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and 
chain  to  liard  labour,  for  twelve  calendar  months. 

The  court  aujourned,  sine  die. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major-General  by  brevet,  President  of  the  Court. 
3.  M-  GLAsstLt,  Recorder, 

Defence  M. 
Fort  st.  xvrks,  apbii.  23tli,  1818. 
The  United  States  of  America,  ~^ 
vs  J. 

■Robert  Christy  Ambrister,     j 
^Who,  being  arraigned  before  a  special  Court  Mar- 
tial, upon  the  following  charges,  to  witj 

1st.  Aiding,  and  abetting,  a;id  comfoiting  [the 
Indians];  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  war,  he 
being  a  subject  of  Great-Britain,  at  peace  with  the 
United  States,  and  lately  an  officer  in  the  British 
colonial  marines. 

Charge  2d.  Leading  and  commanding  the  lower 
Creek  Indians  in  caiTying  on  war  against  the  United 
States. 

To  the  first  charge  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  pleads 
not  guilt}',  and,  as  to  the  second  charge,  he  pleads 
guilty,  .ind  justification.  The  prisoner  at  the  bar 
feels  grateful  to  this  honorable  court  for  their  g'ood- 
ness  in  giving  him  a  sufficient  time  to|  deliberate, 
and  arrange  his  defence  on  the  above  charges. 

The  prisoner  at  the  bar,  here  avails  himself  of  tlie 
opportunity  of  stating  to  this  court,  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  testimony  which  was  introduced  in  this  case, 
was  very  explicit,  and  went  to  every  point  the 
prisoner  coidd  wisli,  he  has  nothing  further  to  d- 
fer  in  his  defence,  Init  puts  himself  upon  the  mer- 
cy of  the  honorable  coui-t. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 


HEAD-QUARTERS,  Division  or  the  Soutii. 

ADJl'TANT  OKXEUAl's    OyFICK, 

Camp  4  miles  north  of  St.  Marks,April  29th^  1818. 
GENERAL  ORDER. 

At  a  special  court  martial,  commenced  on  the 
§6th  inst.  at  St.  Marks,  and  continued  until  the 
Jiightofthe  28th,  of  which  brevet  Major-General 
R.  P.  Gaines  is  President,  was  tried  A.  Arbutlinot, 
pn  the  following  clmrges  and  specifications,  viz: 

Charge  1st — -Exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Creek 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  and  her  ci- 
tizens,  he,  A.  Arbutlinot,  lieing  a  subject  of  Great- 
Oritain,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 

Cbarge  2d — Acting  as  a  spy;  aiding,  abetting,  and 
comforting  the  enemy,  and  supplying  them  with 
the  means  of  war. 

Charge  3d- 
tlestroy  Wm.  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  confis 
cate  their  property,  and  causing  tl'.eir  arrest,  M'ith 
a  view  to  their  condemnation  to  dcalli,  and  the  seiz- 
ure of  their  )>ropcrty,  tluy  being  citizens  of  Sp.ain, 
on  accoinit  qf  their  active  and  zealous  exertions  to 
i^aintain  pence  betvvec;i   Snain,  the  V'uile^l   Ptistes, 


To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  not 
guilty. 

The  court,  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  find  the  prisoner,  A.  Arbuthnot, 
guilty  of  the  first  charg'e,  and  guilty  of  the  second 
charge,  leaving  out  the  words  "acting  as  a  spy;'* 
and,  after  mature  reflection,  sentence  him,  A.  Ar- 
buthnot, to  be  s^i^pended  by  the  neck,  until  he  is  dead.- 

Was  also  tried,  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  on  the  fol- 
lowing charges,  viz. 

Charge  1st.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the 
enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  war, 
he  being  a  subject  of  Great-Britain,  who  are  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  and  late  an  officer  ix\ 
tlie  British  colonial  marines. 

Charge  2d.  Leading  and  commanding  the  lower 
Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  a  war  against  the 
United  States. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  follows": 
to  the  1st  charge,  not  guilty;  to  the  2d  charge,  guil- 
ty, and  justification. 

The  court,  on  examination  of  evidence,  and  on 
mature  deliberation,  find  the  prisoner,  Robert  C. 
Ambrister,  guilty  of  the  1st  and  2d  charges;  and  do, 
therefore,  sentence  him  to  suffer  deai!!,  b}'  being 
shot.  The  members  requesting  a  re-consideration 
ofthe  vote  on  this  sentence,  and  it  being  had,  they 
sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive  fifty  stripes  on  his 
hare  back,  and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and  chain,  to 
hard  labor,  for  twelve  calendar  months. 

The  Commanding  General  approves  tlie  findiiig 
and  sentence  ofthe  court  in  the  case  of  A.  Arbuth- 
not, and  approves  the  finding  and  first  sentence 
ofthe  court  in  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  and 
disapproves  the  re-consideration  of  the  sentence 
ofthe  honorable  court  in  this  case. 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  and  pleading*  ofthe 
prisoner,  that  he  did  lead  and  command  v.ithin  the 
territory  of  Spain,  (lieing  a  subject  of  Great-Britain') 
the  Indians  in  war  against  the  United  States,  those 
nations  being  at  peace.  It  is  an  established  princi- 
ple ofthe  laws  of  nations,  that  any  individual  of  a 
nation  making  war  against  the  citizens  of  any  other 
nation,  tiiey  being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  allegiance, 
and  becomes  an  outlaw  and  pirate.  Tliis  is  the  case 
of  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  clearly  slicwn  by  the  evi- 
dence adduced. 

The  Commanding  General  orders  that  Brevet 
Major  A.  C.  W.  Fantiing,  ofthe  corps  of  artillery, 
will  have,  between  tlie  hours  of  eight  and  nine 
o'clock,  A.  M.  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  by  the  neck 
with  a  rope,  until  he  is  dead,  and  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister to  be  shot  to  death,  agreeable  to  the  sentence 
ofthe  court. 

John  James  Arbuthnot  will  be  furnished  with  a 
passage  to  Pensacola,  by  the  first  vessel. 

The  special  court,  of  which  Brevet  ?,?ajor-Gen"er{il 
E.  P.  Gaines  is  I'rcsident,  is  dissolved. 
By  order  of  Maior-General  Jackson. 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adjutant-General. 


"»idtlic 


QTj"  We  hjive  received  fome  sensible  arlicleti 
against  the  project  for  a  "'Circulating  Medium," 
published  in  the  supplement  to  the  Reciktku  of  tlie 
2 1st  ult.  We  have  no  idea  that  that  project,  or 
any  thing  in  affinity  with  it,  will  be  adopted  in  con- 
Exciting  the  Indians  to  murder  and   gress,  for  every  body  feels  the  necessity  of  Jessen- 

iii^  tlie  quantity  of  our  paper  money — but,  as  soon 
as  we  can  sp;u"e  the  room,  now  occupied  by  things 
of  more  immediate  interest,  one  or  two  essays 
about  a  "circuhiiing  medium"  may  be  attended  to 
— especi.Hily  one  signed  "\V.'* 

Tiie  plain   truth   of  tlie   matter,  however,   \s-rr 
In<Jians.  '  it!iat  the  nubUc  feeliat;-  now  is  si)  ni'iciii  excited  By 
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the  character  and  cdnd'.ict  oF  our  banking  instit«. 
tions. — so  much  occupi9<l  with  succedanenms  lo  re- 
trieve.or  measures  to  coerco  justice  of  them — with 
town  or  villag'e  meetincj's;  projexts  and  counter 
projects;  iit'g'ative,  positive  and  neutral  essays, 
schemes  and  remarks-,  fawning'  svcophancy  and  un- 
qualified reproach, ar)d  a  striii<^-  ot et  ceteras,  "as  long 
as  my  arm,"  v.-iiich  mii,^^  be  a'lded — that  we  are 
mentally  stunned  with  the  clamor,  and  shall  be  com- 
pelled very  much  to  pursue  our  own  course  with- 
out observing'  that  of  any  one  else;  or,  abandon  the 
great  object  of  the  ME(iiSTi.n~iMch  shall  not  be 
done.  ^Ve  do  intend,  nevertheless,  wliolly  to  re- 
lire  fi-ntn  the  discussion,  whilst  the  hope  of  ref  t- 
mation  exists;  thnrigh  exc^e.-linpfly  desirous  of  no- 
ticing' ihe  j^amhling^  by  LorrrniKS,  which  we  con- 
sider as  the  twin-sister  of  the  "paner  system"— if 
in-leed,  the  Istter  is  not  rather  the  [jurent  and  nurse 
of  the  former. 

"We  are  trulv  ^lad  to  s^e,  that  some  persons,  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  have  not  only  be- 
g-an  to  think  seriously  about  the  rise,  progress  and 
end  of  the  "paper  system,"  but  have  lost  a  great 
part  of  that  delicaci/ — perhaps  if  mi^ht  be  called 
TEHnou,  which  was  heretofore  felt  f^r  some  neigh- 
boring'"it/!if//e  of  rags."  A  li'tle  while  since,  and 
the  managers  of  such  establishments  conceived 
themselves  a  aeparnlcd  nrder,  whose  proceedings 
were  above  public  investikration,  as  much  as  th^se 
of  thf^  pope — wlio  is  i^ifallihle,  as  some  persons  tell 
us:  Rut  all  men  seem  to  have  ascertained  the  fact, 
that  these  institutions,  ostensibly  designed,  and  so 
incorfjorared,  for  the  public  good,  are  very  gene 
rally  converted  into  mere  agents,  \o  aid  'he  specii 
iatinns  of  n  few  individuals,  at  U)e  cost  of  the  pro- 
ductive agriculturist,  mechanic,  and  manufacturer, 
as  well  as  seriotisly  to  the  detriment  of  every  re- 
ffular  tra'ler.  I  recollect  to  liave  seen  a  picture 
represen'jng  a  prince,  a  pries;,  a  soldier,  a  lawyer 
and  a  poor  Iubnmisr  man — llie  first  as  saving,  '1 
govern  all"— tf-e  second,  "I  prav  for  al!" — the 
third,  "I  fight  for  sll"— the  fuurih— "I  plead  for 
alV'—ind  the  fifth,  "I  PAY  FOR  ALL  "     This   is 


they  mean  lo  apply  to  our  legislature  to  get  them- 
selves ixcoupohated! — and  positively  assert,  that 
ihey  have  as  much  right  to  a  chartkii  as  those 
banks  which  obtain  tfeem  for  the  same  vile  pur- 
poses." 

From  the  J\'atio7ial  TnteWgencer  ofTiieKdaj/  last. 

Tiiif  BANK  OF  THE  Unitjeiv  Statks.  '-'"here  w;;s 
yesterday  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  the"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursu- 
ance  of  a  resolution  of  that  body  at  the  last  session, 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  sundry  statements  rela- 
tive  to  the  proceedings,  state,  and  condition  of  th(j 
Bank.  It  will  be  some  ;days,  possibly,  before  we 
are  able  to  lay  before  our  readers  all  tlie  pa})ers  re- 
lating to  this  stibject.  On  looking  over  the  docu- 
ments  communicated,  the  most  important  appears 
to  be  that  which  gives  a  statement  of  the  debts  due 
to  tlie  Bank  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  several  branch- 
es. From  that  statement  we  abstract  the  follow- 
ing account  of  debts  now  due  for  bills  discounted  at 
the  bank  and  its  branchesj  respectively,  viz. 


At  Pinladelphia, 
Portsmouth, 
Boston, 
Providence, 
Middletown,- 
New-York, 
Baltimore, 
Washington 
Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
Fayettevillci 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
l,exington, 
I»uisville, 
Chiliicothc, 
Cincinnati, 
New-Orleans, 
Pittsburg, 


8,834,089  62 

232,962  48 

410,257 

471,68.5  45 

384,113  U 

1,913,884  35 

8,482,379  77 

1,50.5,963  75 

3,608,170  93 

1,286,673  23 

623,379  70 

2,681,709  33 

1,083,247  04 

1,655,247  41 

1,034,513  48 

631,211  99 

1,863,529  63 

2,009,054  37 

1,308,254  50 


The  total  amount  of  notea  issued  by  tlie  Rank 

and  its  branches,  has  been  §19,854,881,  and  tlie 

the  plain  fact  of  tlie   case~ard  when  one    of  my  [amount  of  said  notes  now  on  hand  at  the  Rank  and 

'ci/te  ricquaintances  made  50  000  doll  rs.real  money,  [its  branches,  is  §11,184,189.     So  th.at  there  remain 


by  the  srde  of  a  certain  quantity  of  paper  stock,  of 
a  b'Jnk  not  neressnry  to  name,  by  disposing  of  it 
when  the  bubble  was  up — I  immedialely  beg.ui  to 
calculate  how  much  of  th:iC  money,  m.ade  by  him, 
■would  f.dl  to  mil  o-wn  lot  to  pay.  For  the  truth  is, 
\et  argument  do  the  be><t  that  it  can,  every  sucli 
unreasonable  stim  of  substantial  money,  made  by 
dealing  in  nnsu'istanfial  things,  must  ultimately  be 
accounted  f)r  by  the  swat  of  ;he pe-ip^e. 

A  Mr.  Ciiarles  RuTisev,  jr.  has  published  in  a 
Kentucky  paj^er,  under  his  o'vvn  signature,  some  ex- 
tensive calculations  of  the  amount  of  c-ost,  that 
the  prople  of  that  state  will  have  to  pay  to  the 
banks,  Pchai'  ,  some  of  ins  items  m.ay  be  over- 
rhargM,  yet  we  think  his  re-:uU  i."-  not  a  very  un- 
reHSor.n.ble  one.  lie  says— 'Mie  feels  pretty  well 
SHti!<fie  J,  tliaf  the  indi/slrtf  of  the  state"  will  pay  to 
the  sifs:e-7i,  2o,000  OO'J  dollars  a  year:  which  must 
be  considei-erl  as  i  icUiding  ^ll  the  business  of  in- 
terests, i-liscouiits,  premiuiTif,  fvs  and  s:tlaries  — 
counterfeit  notes  and  the  shaving  of  reul  notes,  ap- 
pertai'.iug  to  i',  fi-om  hpgini'iog  to  eni. 

'I'iie  O'ii)-;  I'lunic'i,  a  new  p:ipf*r  published  in 
Ohio,  says— "  Tliere  is  now  orp;:>n:zed  in  a  certain 
part  of  this  state,  a  society  of  firo,  billiard,  hazard 
nod  card  payers,  money  siuvers  and  hor-,e  racers, 
wHicIi  are  geiieriily  denominated  gn^ublers  and 
h^i'indlersy  alias  blacklegs. Wq  unuer&tand  that 


in  circulation  notes  to  the  amount  of  §8,670,692 
dollars  only. 

[Baltimore — eight  imlliovs,four  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seT'entrj-nine  dollars 
and  s<;venti)-seven  cents! ! ! — Who  has  cut  it?  Not  the 
people,  generally — it  is  very  doubtful  if  one  mil- 
lion, or  an  eighth  part  of  this  tremendous  amount, 
is  scattered  among  the  regular  traders  of  this  city, 
in  aid  of  regular  business.  For  these,  so  every  body 
saysjhave  been  squeezed,  and  squeezed,  andsqiieezr 
ed  to  the  limit  of  leaving  mercantile  life  in  them. 

P>ut  we  have  not  room  to  say  much  on  the  pre- 
ceding exposition  at  present.  It  certainly  is  a  great 
curinsitii,  if  carefully  examined  from  "the  top  to  the 
bottom."  "We  shall  let  it  pass  until  we  see  the  pa- 
pers at  length. — Ed.  Reg. 

Vermont  Jiank's~The  legi  lature  of  Vermont  has 
adjourned,  after  incorporating  tv/o  b.tnks,  one  at 
Windsor,  nnd  the  other  at  Burlington,  under  pretty 
lieavy  restrictions.  The  state  is  to  receive  6  p^P 
cent,  ou  the  nelt  profit  of  e.tch  bank;  the  directors 
to  g'lve  b  )nds,§3000  each,  for  the  fdthful  discharge 
of  their  duiies;  upon  refusal  to  redeem  notes  with 
specie,  to  niy  the  holders  12  percent,  interest;  and 
in  case  of  prosecution,  the  supreme  court  is  em- 
prvwere<i  to  v.jcate  the  charters.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed there  are  now  no  banks  in  operation  in  that  state. 
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Pennsylvania  hanks.-^MosX.  of  the  banks  in  this 
«tate,  located  west  of  the  mountains,  have  either 
-suspended  specie  payments,  or  are  in  such  a  pre- 
dicament that  their  notes  are,  at  present,  tuithovt 
price  in  the  money-market  on  the  sea-board„  Others 
nearer  to  us  are  expected  to  follow;  sonae  of  these 
have  already  stopped,  and  where  this  course  is  to 
end,  no  man  knowelh!  The  people  are  lustily  cal- 
ling upon  the  lec^islature  to  help  them — but  it  js 
difficult  to  conceive  what  thele{;islature  can  do  to 
redress  the  present  wrong.  By  forfeiting' the  char- 
ters of  non  paying  banks,  which  we  should  suppose 
they  have  a  right  to  do,  (after  giving  them  a  short 
period  to  resolve  whetlier  they  will  pay  their  debts 
or  not)  a  part  of  the  evils,  which  now  curse  Penn- 
sylvitnia,  may  be  healed;  and,  in  the  reduction  of 
the  banks,  a  great  future  benefit  will  be  conferred. 

As  the  Utterivg  in  Pennsylvania  was  evidendy 
carried  tbrougk  by  spemlators,  in  defiance  of  the 
deliberate  judguient  of  the  people  of  the  state, — 
we  suggest  the  propriety  of  causing  an  official  pub- 
lication to  be  made  every  year,  in  all  the  newspa- 
pers io  that  commonwealth,  of  tlie  yeas  and  nnys 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  law,  against  the  veto  of 
^0^.  Snyder. 

Baltimore  banks — Some  inconsiderate  publications 
have  thrown  out  the  idea  of  a  probable  suspension 
of  specie  paympnts,  by  the  Baltimore  banks.  We 
have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  such  facts  as 
misjht  enable  us  to  speak  positively  on  the  subject, 
and  feel  authorised  to  assure  our  readers,  that  no 
such  intention  at  present  exists — nor  is  it  uppre. 
hended  that  a  resort  to  it  will  be  necessary,  unless 
it  becomes  general  in  other  cities.  The  Baltimore 
banks,  though  many  of  them  have  had  their  funds 
perverted  to  the  benefit  of  favored  individuals  (and 
such  IS  the  nature  and  spirit  of  those  institutions) 
have  so  greatly  drawn  in  their  p.ipcr,  as,  notwith- 
standing the  pressure  of  the  tiiaes,  to  feel  confi- 
dent of  an  ability  to  meet  their  engagements  to  the 
public.  And  we  do  believe  that  this  confidence  is 
well  founded — if  we  believed  otherwise,  we  would 
say  it,  at  once,  without  hesitation.  The  vast  amouut 
discounted  by  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  iu  this  city,  furnishes  no  sort  of  criteriou  for 
the  business  done  by  our  local  banks.  You  may  pass 
up  or  down  any  of  the  principal  streets,  asking  the 
question,  how  much  of  the  eight-millions  have  yoii 
got? — and  receive  a  genera)  reply  of,  "not  a  cent, 
sir." 

Georgia. — Attempts  have  been  made  to  procure 
the  establishment  ot  two  new  banks  in  this  s'ate. 
One,  under  the  very  pretty  name  of  the  "Agricul- 
tural bank  of  the  state  of  Genrgia,"  was  handsomely 
voted  down  in  the  house  of  representatives — 34  for, 
■54  against  it.  A  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  at  Da- 
rien,  has  passed  the  senate,  to  forfeit  its  charier 
by  refusing  or  evading  specie  payments,  and  all  tlie 
slockliolders  to  be  responsible  in  their  individual 
capacities,  according  to  their  respective  interests 
in  the  same — the  state  to  he  a  party.  This  is  consi- 
dered as  tantamount  to  a  rejection;  and  it  seems 
probable  that  a  new  bank  will  not  be  granted  by 
the  house  of  representauves  on  any  condiiiou  whai- 
soever. 

lifKtucky  hauks — The  old  bank  of  Kentu^'ky  stop- 
ped hperie  payments  on  the  20th  Noverj  ln-r— but 
IS  ri^.ported  to  have  resumed  them  on  the  2,)ih,  ^Ve 
are  h;ipi)y  to  heir  that  this  repar!.  is  true.  It.  seems 
to  h.-!VQ  been  c-used  bv  the  e.-fcrgy  of  the  people. 

Cincinnati  bunks.  U  is  stated  thai.  2500  dollars, 
per  week,  are  req  iired  to  pay  the  disc'inits  on  mo. 
I'.ies  loaned  by  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  at  Cine inna'.i— the  branch  has  scarcely  au} 


of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  Ohio  has  been  drain- 
ed of  «pecie.  It  is  a  serious  enquiry  how  these  dis- 
cotmts  are  to  be  paid. 

Ohio  banka,  severally. — Many  of  those  that  were 
considered  as  the  best  banks  in  this  state,  havft 
stopped  payment.  It  is  feared  that  all  the  rest 
must  follow — there  are  no  purchases  of  the  notes 
of  any  of  them,  nt  present,  at  Baltimore. 

Improvement  proposed.  In  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  we  respectfully  recommend  it  to  the  con- 
sidei-ation  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
when  any  persons  petition  for  the  establishment  of 
a  bank,  that,  if  they  pass  a  law  for  that  purpose, 
it  may  have  a  preamble  as  follows: 

"Whereas  certain  persons  and  their  assignees 
and  successors,  unknoiun,  have   petitioned  fcr  the 

establishment  o^  a  bank  at :     Be  it  enact. 

ed,  that  for  the  good  of  the  state,  these  persons, 
known  or  unknown,  shall  have  liberty  to  become 
BANKRurrs,  and  may  legally  ^windle  as  much  as 
they  can— any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding!" 


A  meeting  of  the  stockhr.lders  of  the  U.  States* 
bjink  at  Chvi-lpston,  hns  been  held  in  tliat  city,  and 
i*^  is  said  that  shares  to  the  amount  of  a  mill'ou  ^^'e^e 
represented  at  it.  Tlie  avowed  object  wa*  to 
unite  to  produce  a  change  in  (he  direction — th« 
5t<>ck  had  been  st  50  per  cent,  advance;  the  stock- 
holders were  surprized  that  it  had  descended  so 
nearly  to  par,  and  wished  to  ascertain  the  reason 
of  it! 

Several  gangs  of  villians  are  industriously  en- 
gaged in  the  circulation  of  paper,  as  baiik  note'--, 
issued  by  banks  that  never  existed  .it  all.  Thev 
are  just  trying  how  far  the  public  credulity  vv;;i 
extend. 

The  principal  dealers  in  country  produce  in  B;f!. 
timore  have  associated  and  agreed,  that  hereafter 
they  will  pay  only  Baltimore  bank  notes  for  arti- 
cles purchased  by  them. Tiiis  procedure  wiil 

mateaially  affect  the  business  of  discounts  and  pre- 
miums, and  tend  to  the  circulation  of  a  currency  oK 
a  determinate  value.  Hitherto,  country  produce 
was  chiefly  traded  hr  in  tl^e  paper  of  country  b;inks. 
A  similar  tneasure  is  pracused  in  Philade!p!:ia,  an  I 
is  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  two  cities  will  work  to- 
gether in  this  matter. 


The  pressure  for  money  is  very  great  in  all  o'lr 
cities.  To  afford  some  relief,  tlie  slate  bruiks  at 
Philadelphia  proposed  to  increase  tlieir  di.scounts, 
if  the  United  States'  ba;dc  would  join  them.  "We 
h.ive  understooTl  [says  the  account]  tliat  ttie  hank 
of  tlie  Ignited  Stales  has  not  asseuud  lo  tlie  pro- 
position!" 

Britisu  r.Ar?xs.  The  London  Monthly  Maga- 
Z'Ui',  for  ,)uly,  1818,  iniorms  us,  that  inthe  yen- 
1B17,  the  mimber  of  licensed  banks  svere  .5n"u  iu 
England  and  Wai^s,  and  27  iu  ScoMind;  b:!t  -in 
1814,  lliey  wcTi-  6'.)5  and  21,  rcspecuvdy.  'I'luis 
it  i-ppfars,  that  iu  1817,  there  woie  nne  hn:>,lrf<t 
and  nii,e!ij  fewer  banks  in  Great  H-it:nn  ih'ui  ihera 
!iad  been  three  years  h&iore.  Of  tl.e  c  190  hank», 
it  is  proh.abie  ihiU;  at  least  150  had  Caiici.  Tho  f 
is  but  one  incoiporat(-d  h-.wV.  in  E.^'-land — iine  i>i 
.Scot/nvd  n\:d  one  io  Iriljmi';  all  the  .>'.ner  banks  :.i 
Great  Rriiain  and  Ireiaud  are  private  i>aiiks. 

\l)eni.   Jh-isf 

iXj  Xo  doubt  the  grer.ter  part  of  the  190  u;i^,iiig 
^  banks  have  failed.— aor  is  there  any  doubl  thai  liie 
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YAJluve  of  the  major  part  of  them  was  caused  by 
the  temporary  payment  of  specie  by  the  bank  of 
England,  noticed  in  our  last.  Whilst  one  rag  may 
be  exolvanged  for  another  rag,  the  system  can  go 
on — but  not  so,  when  it  becomes  a  true  represen- 
tative of  capital,  and  may  be  converted  hito  money, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  holder. 

Bank  of  England  notes. — These  notes  are  very 
meanly  executed,  and,  of  course,  easily  ctmnterfeit- 
ed.  A  New  York  paper  informs  us,  that  some  of  our 
engravers  and  paper-makers  have  been  consulted, 
by  an  authorised  agent  of  the  bank,  about  undertak- 
ing the  engraving  and  the  manufacture  of  the  paper, 
for  a  new  issue  by  that  institution  !  Certainly,  we 
have  as  expert  men  in  things  of  this  sort  as  there 
are  in  the  world.  "i'racti«e  makes  perfect."  And 
we  can  also  supply  England  with  counterfeiters  ! ! ! 
— thanks  to  the  system. 


Specie  Payments. 

There  is  one  Uiing  in  the  conduct  of  some  of  our 
banks  which  every  considerate  man  observes  with 
pleasure — we  mean,  a  reduction  of  their  diindends. 
This  either  shews  a  retirement  of  their  paper,  or 
the  wlthlioldlng  of  a  part  of  their  profits  to  meet 
emergencies— perhaps,  to  purchase  specie;  as  they 
ought  to  do,  if  thty  have  not  enough  of  it  to  meet 
their  engagements.  To  further  the  primaiy  ob- 
ject of  maintaining  their  credit,  every  honest  bank 
bught  to  retrench  its  expenses  by  every  means  in 
its  power.  It  requires  discounts  to  the  amount  of 
15  to  25,000  dollars  to  keep  one  clerk;  and  his  sa- 
lary, if  his  services  can  be  dispensed  with,  would 
pay  the  premium  upon  such  sums  of  specie. 

Some  of  our  bank  people  think  it  very  unreason- 
able that  tkey  should  pay  a  premium  for  specie  to 
redeem  their  notes  with.  They  have  not  reflected 
on  the  subject— or,  if  they  have,  the  pretext  of  its 
unreasonableness  is  exceedingly  impudent.  They 
themselves  fix  upon  what  they  will  receive  for 
notes  due  to  them,  and  compel  payment  in  accept- 
able money,— thereby  causing,  psrliaps,  an  average 
of  10,000  dollars  of  the  paper  of  o//ier  banks  to  be 
shaved  in  Baltimore,  for  example,  every  day:  tJie 
ride  slioiddioork  both  Tjays.  And  the  bank  is  as 
much  bound  to  sacrifice  a  part  of  its  profits  to  pay 
me  in  such  money  as  I  please  to  demand,  for  their 
notes,  as  it  has  to  require  me  to  suffer  loss  in  pur- 
chasing from  them  such  paper  as  they  will  receive 
of  me  in  exchange  for  my  own.  Still,  perhaps,  it  is 
the  prevalence  of  this  'false,  one-sided  principle, 
which  has  caused  some  to  think  of  a  second  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments— an  idea  that  cannot  be 
too  severely  deprecated,  unless  tlie  resolution  is 
seriously  taken  to  dissolve  the  corporations. 

But  'here  is  not  any  necessity  for  a  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  many,  if  by  any,  oi"  owr  old 
fashioned  hanks,  unless  there  is  a  necessity  that  they 
should  make  a  certain  profit  on  their  business. 
There  are  ebbs  and  floods  in  every  man's  aflairs; 
and  few  there  are  tliat  have  not  been  compelled 
sometimes  to  draw  upon  the  profits  of  a  former  year 
to  meet  the  pressure  of  a  present  one.  Why  should 
not  the  banks  do  the  same? 

Supp  ise  the  capital  of  a  bank  is  one  riaillion — 
and  that,  prudently  and  economically  managed,  it 
can  divide  a  clear  profit  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum — 
tliis  is  goOjOOO.  The  whole  amount  of  its  discounts 
may  then  be  estimated  at  about  gl,250,000.  Well 
-.-resolved  to  maintain  its  credit,  it  agrees  to  ap- 
propriate on^  half  its  clear  [)rr>fit,  or  30,000  dol- 
lars, for  one  year  only  (for  oiieyear  will  probably 
ns  long-  e;io '.^h   to   fcorr.;ct  the  paper  system,  and 


bring  us  back  to  the  time  when  a  dollar  was  worth 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence)  to  the  payment  of« 
premium  on  specie.  This,  at  5  per  cent,  would 
produce  600,000  dollars.  The  responsibilities  of 
the  bank  are,  of  course,  increased  to  the  amount  pf 
the  specie  obtained;  but  it  is  wortliy  of  reflection 
whether  at  least  the  half  of  that  amount  might  not 
be  safely  added  to  the  ordinary  discounts  of  the 
bank,  and  thus  return,  in  a  new  shape,  more  than  an 
half  of  the  30,000  dollars  apparently  sacrificed  for 
specie?— because,  the  notes  of  a  bank  known  to  be 
resolved  on  paying  its  dehts,  would  be  in  request 
by  the  people,  and  kept  in  circulution  to  a  very 
great  extent.  Every  body,  that  had  money  to  put 
by  for  a  month,  or  that  was  travelling  from  place 
to  place,  would  wish  to  have  them— for  the  pleas, 
ing  fact  would  soon  become  notorious  that  the 
notes  of  this  particular  bank  were  money,  and  might 
be  changed  for  silver  or  gold,  at  any  time,  without 
grumbling. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  this  scheme  is  im- 
practicable— nay,  the  disgrace  oi  bankruptcy  out  of 
the  question,  it  seems  certain  that  the  future  pro- 
fits of  a  bank  thus  managed,  would  amply  repay 
the  temporary  sacrifice  that  it  would  voluntarily 
make;  and  surely,  as  such  good  resolutions  would 
be  of  eminent  good  to  the  public,  the  public  would 
rally  round  and  defend  the  bimk  against  all  wanton, 
speculating  demands  upon  it,  for  the  payment  oi 
coin.  We  should  consider  it  as  a  common  bene- 
factor,  and  frown  upon  any  atterr  pt  to  embarrass  ils 
operations.  Every  one  also,  would  be  desirous  of 
depositing  moset  in  it,  as  a  place  of  positive  safe- 
ty. But  the  baak  would  not  be  justified  in  receiv- 
ing the  notes  of  any  other  on  deposite  that  equivo- 
cated to  pay  specie  for  them;  and  perhaps,  would 
force  others  into  similar  arrangements. 

A  momentary  depression  of  the  price  of  the  stock 
might  take  place— but  what  of  that.'' — it  would  al- 
ways thereafter  bear  the  highest  quotation  in  the 
market,  and  its  notes  would  freely  circulate  at 
great  distances  from  the  seat  of  its  location.  In 
respect  to  paper  money,  confidence  is  a  np.atter  of 
the  highest  importance — and  what  measure  could 
tend  more  to  inspire  it  than  a  frank  expose  by  a 
bank  of  its  means  and  proceedings  to  merit  it? 
Honesty  is  always  the  bent  policy — and  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  course  recommended  would  result  in 
a  great  pecmnary  profit  to  any  respectable  institu- 
tion that  would  openly  adopt  and  persevere  a  lit- 
tle while  in  it.  The  present  disordered  state  of 
the  currency  cannot  last — it  is  impossible  that 
the  people  sliould  bear  it — they  are  neither  able 
nor  willing  to  bear  it;  one  year  will,  probably,  end 
the  struggle  between  rags  and  money,and  force  the 
practice  of  a  domestic  economy,  which  will  bring 
the  latter  to  the  value  that  it  had  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago. 


Common  Sewer  of  Speculation. 

That  banks  were  originally  designed  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  have  greatly  promoted  the  interests 
of  many,  is  undoubted;  but  that  they  have  general- 
ly been  perverted  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  and 
have  ruined  their  tens  of  thousands,  is  equally  cer- 
tain. 'SViien  property  was  regarded  as  the  basis  of 
banks,  and  banking  uccomniodutions — their  accom- 
modations were  ])retty  e([uully  dispensed,  and  the 
evil  of  their  institution  had  some  accompanying 
g-ood  to  molify  it,  but  none  when /«i^er  has  so  nuich 
become  the  capital  of  our  banks:  property  has  lost 
the  estimation  in  which  it  was  lield,  and  those  es- 
tublisluufiits  have  (in  four   e.i'.siw  out  of  live)  bu- 
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come  the  common  aeiwrs  of  speculation — mere  con- 
duits for  the  money-Mchemes  of  unknown  and  iiTe- 

sponsible  gangs  of  confederated .  The 

reader  will  fill  up  the  blank  for  himself. 

The  following  precious  anecdote  clearly  exem- 
plifies what  we  saj- — it  ecciured  in  Baltimore  a  few 
(Jays  since,  and  is  soberly  true: 

A  very  substantial  and  highly  respectable  dealer 
sold  certain  of  his  articles  (in  the  building  line,  I 
believe)  to  one  of  our  citizens,  who  gave  him  in 
exchange  for  them  the  hi'st  7(otethat  could  be  drawn 
in  Baltimore,  at  sixty  days  date — I  repeat  it,  the 
BEST  NOTE.  The  dealer  wanting  current  money  at 
the  time,  though  not  much  accustomed  to  receive 
accommodations  from  ovu"  banks — ofl'ers  this  note 
ftr  discount  at  two  of  our  banks:  neith&r  of  tliem 
*rould  do  it — "in  the  present  state  of  affairs  they 
<;ould  not  discount  for  any  body."  In  one  of  tliase 
banks,  the  possessor  of  thcrrote  lield  about  as  much 
stock  (unincumbered),  say  2000  dollars,  as  the  note 
amounted  to,  and,  vexed  v/ith  tlie  ivftisal  of  that 
bank  to  discount  the  paper  just  offered,  he  resolved 
to  sell  it  at  any  price,  and  close  his  concerns  with 
the  institution.  One  of  the  directors  of  this  same 
bank  offered  to  become  the  purchaser  of  the  stock 
at  a  certain  price,  on  his  »ote  &t  sixty  days — but  the 
offer  was  refused,  unless  the  director  wovdd  imnre 
his  note  to  be  discounted  at  this  bank  on  the  ensu- 
ing discount  day.  This  was  agreed  to — and  strange 
to  tell,  the  directoi-'s  note  was  "done,"  aiid  the 
money  got  for  it,  without  a  word  being  said  about 
it!  Now,  to  appreciate  this  procedure  rightfully,  it 
is  proper  to  state,  that  tlie  drawer  of  the  first  note 
alluded  to,  may  moderately  be  considered  as  being 
worth  ime  hundred  tiinen  more  than  the  director  is, 
whose  note  was  discounted — he  is  also  worth  more 
than  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank  paid  in,  if  it  was 
io\A  ten  to  fifteen  times  over; — and  his  wealtli  con- 
sists in  the  most  productive  landed  estate  in  Am*- 
•rica,  and  he  is  not  a  specdator. 


CONGRESS. 

C^We  do  not  expect,  indeed  we  have  not  room, 
to  notice  every  tcansticvion  that  daily  takes  place  in 
fcoth  houses  of  congress,  but  prominent  things  shall 
ilways  be  regarded,  and  others  of  a  different  cha- 
racter be  attended  to  in  their  progress — so  as  to 
preserve  a  sufficient  history  of  the  national  legis- 
Jature. 

BEN  VTE. 

Ike.  4.  if r.  Hunter,  from  Rhode  Island,  appeared 

to-day  and  ^ook  his  seat. 

Mr.  J\^iniaii  Ed-^ixirds  and  .VIr.   Jesse  II.  Thomas, 
saiators  from  the  stat".  of  Illinois,  also  appeared 
Ihisday,  were  qualified  and  took  their  seats. 
Mr.  Wiln'jn  sti 'omitted  the  fullowlng  motion: 
Resolved,    That  a  joint  committee  of  the  two 
])ouses  be  appointed    to  consider  and  report  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  a:)y,  what  fuvlher  provisions  by  law 
are  necessary    to    ensiu-e  despatch,  accuracy  and 
neatness  in  the  printing  done  by  order  of  the  two 
houses,  respectively,  and  Ihat  they  have  leave  lo 
report  by  biii.     [Agreed  t.)  on  Monday,  following.] 
Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resoUitiun: 
liesolvcd.  That  the  message  of  the    president, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  v/ar,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  coniinittpe,  who  siiall  have  autho- 
rity, ifnecessary,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  .V/wTow,  from  the  cumn/ittce  on  the  public 
lands,  to  wllo.^^  an  enquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
l^ne  measure  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill 
further  to  suspend  ibr  a  limited  tmje  (_until  the 
hfsuf  AJjircb,  1850)  thg  eate  or  forfeitirre  o/UmIs 


for  failure    in    completing  the  payment  thereon^ 
which  was  read. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  to  instruct  the 
committee  on  military  affairs  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  making  provision  by  law  for  clothing 
the  army  of  the  United  Stctes  in  domestic  manu- 
factures, was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  classification  by  lot> 
of  the  two  senators  added  to  that  body  by  the  ad- 
mission into  the  union  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  when 
it  appeared  that  Mr.  Ednvards  was  casJ;  in  the  first 
class,  whose  term  of  service  expires  on  the  4th  of 
March  next,  and  Mr.  Thomas  in  the  third  class, 
whose  term  expires  on  the  4th  of  March,  in  thk 
year  1823. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Dec.  7.  Mr.  Daggett  presented  (to  the  senate 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Connecti- 
cut, instructing  the  senators  and  requesting  the 
representatives  in  congress  from  that  slute,  to  en- 
deavor  to  procure  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  making  uniform  (by- 
districts)  throughout  the  United  St^ites,  the  mode 
of  electing  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  Slates  and  representatives  to  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  Th.at  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
of  passing  a  law  authorising  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  t»ke  provisional  possession  of  East 
Florida,  or  of  such  parts  of  it  as  he  may  deem  es- 
sential, now  or  hereafter,  to  control  tlie  liidiiins^ 
and  to  prevent  them  from  committing  hostilities 
against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Dec  8.  Mr.  Bun-ill gsive  notice  that  he  shotild  on 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  pei-sons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor.    [Introduced  next  day.] 

JHr.  j\'odle's  motion  oftltc  3d  instant,  concerning; 
a  poste  route  in  Indiana,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  un« 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  who 
prays  the  reimbursement  of  a  fine  inflicted  on  him 
under  the  sedition  law,  and  other  damages  by  him 
sustained  by  tliat  sentence. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  amend  the  report  by 
substituting  the  following  resolution  for  that  of 
the  committee,  declaring  tliat  the  petition  ought 
to  be  granted; 

Resolved,   That  all  persons  who  were  prosecuted 
and  fined  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  second    seft- 
tion  of  the  act  of  C0H|gregs,  commonly  called  the 
sedition  law,  approved  th«  14th  day  of  July,  1793^ 
entitled  "an  act  m  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  certain  crimes  against    the    United 
Stales,"  ought  to   be  reimbursed  and  indemnified 
out  of  the   public  treasury,  to  the  amount  of  the 
fines  imposed  upon  and  paid  by  them  respectively'- 
On  this  mution  an   animated  and  interesting  de- 
bate took  place,  in  which  Messrs,  Crittenden,  Bur- 
rill,  Harbour,    Otis  and  Jilacon  entered.    No  ques- 
tion WdS  taken  a^hei,  at  a  late  hour, 
The  senate  adjourned. 

Dec.  9.  Mr.  Johtison,  of  Louisiana,  having  obtain- 
ed leave,  withdrew  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  some  days  ago,  respecting  a  provisional  occu- 
pation of  East  Florida,  and  in  lieu  thereof  submit- 
ted the  tbilowing,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day 
of  course: 
Jti'sirh'L'J,  that  the  president  of  the  trnjted  Stated 


&^- 
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be  requested  to  lay  before  the  senate,  copies  of  the 
coirespondence  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  government  of  Spain,  rela- 
tive to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  which  has  not  already  been  communicated, 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  communicated 
vvith  safety  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Johnson  stated  his  reasons  for  this  proce- 
dure— the  chief  one  of  wliich  was  that  he  under- 
stood that  some  correspondence  had  taken  pluce 
on  the  subject,  Etc. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  there 
port  of  the  judiciary  committee  unfavorable  to  the 
jpelition  of  Matthew  L_\  on;  Mr.  Cri^enden's  motion 
"to  reverse  the  report,  and  to  make  general  provi- 
sion for  the  indemnihcaiion  of  all  similar  cases  oc- 
curring' under  the  sedition  law,  being-  yet  under 
consideration: 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  this  question  and 
coiilinued  witli  unabated  zeal,  by  several  gentle- 
men; after  which, 

I'll?  qu-^suon  was  taken  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  pro- 
pnsJtio  >,  jud  'lecided  in  rht  7ie§'adve  ar  folio-A'S 

YEAS.— Messrs.    Baibour,  Critttndeii,    Edwards,  Eppes,  For- 
-sytli,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Halint-r,   iloherts,  Kiifegles,   San- i 
ford,  Sluki  5,   I'altiot,  Tbonias,  Williams  ot   Miss.  Wilson— 17. 

N/VYS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dagijelt,  Ettosi,  Frona«(itiii.  Gaillard, 
Haiisoii,  Hunter.  Jolinsoii,  King-,  Leake.  Melleii,  Morrill,  Noljle, 
Otis,  Sn)itU,Storer,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Vau  Dyke,  Williams,  of 
'I'eo.— 20. 

All  i  t'.iQ  report  of  the  committee  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

[So  the  resolve  of  the  senate  is,  that  it  will  not 
interfere  with  decisions  under  the  sedition  law.] 

Dec  10.  Ttie  senate  resumed  the  corisideration 
of  the  motion  of  iLic  9th  inst.  requesting  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  relative  to  tne  cession  of  the 
Ploridas  to  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  this  day  four  weeks. 

[Some  observations  were  made  on  this  subject, 
T)etween  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Johnson,  and-otiiers; 
from  which  we  gather  that  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  secretary  of  state  and  the  S,janish  minis- 
ter is  at  an  end,  or  nearly  so;  and  tliat  it  is  proba 
ble  it  will  be  lail  before  congress  shortly,  without 
any  request  of  the  executive  to  that  effect.  It  was 
on  that  ground,  that  \ht  postponement  of  Mr.  John- 
son's rnotioa  toukpluct-.] 

The  bill  "concer'iing  i;\e  western  district  court 
of  l*ennsylvarii:i"  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passf.d. 


HOUSl;  OF  RKPUKSEVTATIVES. 

Public  buildings.     The    foUowiog   mess.tge  was 
received  from  the  presidefit  of  the  United  States, 
by  J.  J.  Monroe,  his  secretary. 
Tn  the  house  of  representatives  uf  the  United   States. 

1  lay  before  l!ie  house  o'' representatives  a  report 
from  the  coininis;,ionei*  of  the  public  buildings, 
ma<]e  in  compli  ince  with  a  resolution  of  tiie  senate, 
of  the  20lh  of  January  last,  reqiiiring  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings,  and 
an  account  of  their  progress,  to  be  annually  exhi- 
Uiteil  to  congress.  JAMKS  MONROE. 

.Vov.  26th,  1813. 

Tlie  rep.irt  from  the  commissioner  transniits  to 
the  president,  ilie  following  Htatements  of  expendi- 
tures durin^^  the  last  ye^ir,  and  two  stateinenls 
from  M'-.  Bii,i{i.)ci'  an'l  .Mr  Hob:ui,  of  the  piog't-ss 
tnade  in  the  public  buildings  during  the  present 
ye^ir. 
Amount   of  t';:    .-isbursements    made  by  Samuel 

1-iane,   co.rin.issioner  of  pujiic    buildings,     from 

the  iiibl  oi  Uctober,  13ir,  to  'uic  iiisl  of  Oct.  1818, 


On  account  of  the  wings  of  the 

^aP'tol  S204.394  8r 

Centre  of  the  capitol  4,071  OJ 

President's  house,  44,150  34 

Offices  of  the  president's  house,  1,273  74 

Graduating  the  president's  square,  3,44'-2  19 

Additional  executive  offices,  59,591  41 

Contingent  expenses,  8,871  82 

Errors  excepted:  g320,680  42 

SAMUEL  LANE, 
Commissioner  of  public  buildings. 
Washington,  Nov.  23. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  with  its  enclosures; 
referred  to  the  committee  on  public  buildings. 

Friday,  /)ec.*4.  After  disposing  of  some  private 
business,  the  bouse  again,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered  Beaumarchais'  claim.  Finally  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  (which  was 
favorable  to  the  claim)  to  the  house,  without 
amendment— when,  the  question  was  taken  whe- 
ther the  bill  should  be  engrossed  and  re.id  a  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mfssrs.  Anderson,  Ky.;Baldwin,Ball,Bassett,Bellingtn 
Butler.  LiHi.  Cobb.  Criiger,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Garn^tt,  Harrison,  Holme*, 
HosteUer,Irvi:ig,N.  Y.  Joljiison.Va.  M'L  an.III.  W.  Macl-.iy,  Wni. 
P.  Maclay,  Middleton,  Samuel  Moore,  Murray,  T.  M.  NelSnii.  Ogle, 
Owen.  Hoindexter,  Robertson,  Bal.  Smith,  Spencer,  Tyler,  Walker, 
Ken.  Wilson,  Pen.-31. 

^AYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pa. 
Austin,  Barbour,  Va.  Barber,  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bayley,  Beetlier,  Ben- 
nett, Blount,  Bodeo,  Boss,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler,  N.  H.  Campbell. 
<^"lagttt,  Claiborne,  C-olston,  Comstock,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cusbman, 
Darlington,  Davidson.  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards,  Ellicott,  Fol- 
ger,  Gage,  Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall,  N.  C.  Hasbrouek,  Hendricks, Her- 
bert, Herrick,  Hlester,  Hogg,  Hopki'ison,  Hunter,  HuutingdoD, 
Jones, Kirtland, Lauder, Lincoln,  Lynn. Little, Livermore,Lownda, 
M'Coy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Mumford,  J<-r.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ogden,  Orr,  Palm  r,  Patterson.  Pawling.  P,  gram,  Peter,  Pindall, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Porter,  Rhea,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  R,.g  rs,  Rug- 
gles,  Sampson,  Savage,  Sawy.-r,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Settle,  Seytiert, 
Sherwood.  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.S. 
Smith,  Southard,  Speed,  Stewart, Storri,  Strother,  Tallmadge.  Tan, 
Taylor,  Terrell,  Terry,  Tomi)kiris,  Townsend,  Trimble  Tucker, 
S.  C.  Uph.im,  Walker,  N.  C.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  White, 
side.  Whitman.  Wilkin.  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y.  WillianiJi 
N.  C  \viljon,  Mass.— 123. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

[This  decisive  majority,  perhaps,  puts  this  long 
disputed  claim  at  rest.] 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  J)ec.  7.  Mr.  Ringgold,  from  Maryland, 
and  Mr.  Hitchcock,  from  Ohio,  appeared  to-day  and 
took  their  seats. 

Several  bills  were  reported,  and  proposiiions  of* 
fered,  which  shall  be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Floyd,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  each  state  b  tract  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceedingone  hundred  thousand  iicres,for  the  endow* 
ment  of  an  University  in  eacli  state. 

O:),  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  it  was 

Resolved,'Y{\Si\.  the  president  of  the  United  Statei 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
of  represe:.uatives  the  proceedings  which  have 
been  had  under  the  act  entitled  "an  act  for  the 
gradual  increaseof  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales," 
'.pr,„ifying  the  number  of  ships  which  has  been  put 
on  the  stocks,  and  of  what  diss,  and  the  quantity 
and  kiad  of  materials  which  have  been  procured 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  said  aci;  and 
al-o  ihesurns  of  money  which  have  been  paid  out 
of; he  fu^.d  created  by  saiJ  act,  and  for  what  ob* 
jec'S;  lik.-vvise  the  contracts  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  in  ihe  ex-'cuiionof  the  said  act,  on  wliich 
inonies  m:iy  nc.  yet  h.ive  bi-en  adv:;nced. 

The  louse  t'len  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  wliole,  Mr,  .Xdso:i  in  the  chair,  oa  the  re-- 
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port  of  'lUe  commillee  of  claims  on  the  petition  of 
John  Haile. 

The  petitioner  in  this  case  states,  that  in  the 
month  of  December,  1814,  the  enemy  entered  the 
town  of  Tappahannock,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
house  being  used  and  occupied  as  a  custom  house, 
in  which  the  public  records  were  kept,  set  fire  to 
and  destroyed  the  same,  with  its  contents.  The 
petitioner  further  states,  that  altliough  the  house 
was  his  own  property,  it  was  evident  the  enemy 
desiroyed  it  in  consequence  of  its  being  used  as  a 
public  office,  and  he  therefore  prays  congress  to 
grant  him  remuneration.  The  committee  report, 
as  their  opinion,  that  the  petitioner  cannot,  under 
the  law  of  April,  1816,  or  under  any  other  law  with 
which  they  are  acquainted,  be  entilled  to  relief. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  of  course,  rejected. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  JWmh  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
to  authorise  the  apprehension  of  foreign  seamen 
deserting  from  merchant  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the 
U.  States. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  bill,  which  occupied 
about  an  hour,  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs. 
.  Smith,  of  iVid.  Js'eiaton,  C/o^,  and  W7«7ww«  address- 
ed the  house. 

The. debate  resulted  in  a  virtual  postponement 
of  the  question,  by  the  committee's  rising,  report- 
ing progress,  and  obtaining  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  above  mentioned,  provides  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  foreign  seamen  deserting  from  mer- 
chant vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Uniied  Slates, 
and  restoring  of  them,  on  proof  of  the  f^ct,  to  the 
Cftptains  witli  whom  they  iiave  contracted  for  voy- 
ages, £tc.  The  debate  was  lively  and  interesting; 
but  it  appears  that  the  details  of  the  bill  were  more 
objected  to  than  the  principle  that  it  involves — 
because  there  was  no  provision  for  an  enquu'y  into 
the  fact,  whether  a  seaman  had  •'contiacied"  or  not. 
It  was  through  that,  under  such  a  law  an  impressed 
man  would  have  to  be  given  up.  Mr.  Clay  was 
eloquent  in  his  opposViion  to  the  bill,  and  rejected 
an  application  of  ilic  ruies  of  despotic  governments 
to  the  Uws  of  this  country,  as  affecting  tlie  rights 
•of  individutiU — for  die  friendis  of  the  bill  had  sup- 
ported it  by  the  following  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  slate 

DEPAnTMKNT  OF    STATE,. 

.JViishiii_t(toii,  3(1,  Juimary, 1Q18. 
Thomas  Newton,  esq  chairman  of  the 

conimiltee  of  commtice  and  manufactures: 
Siu — In  answer  to  the  eiujuiries  in  your  letter  of 
the  25th  uliimo,  wiiii  rel'erence  to  the  subject  of 
tiie  redoiutioa  enclosed  in  it,  1  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  in  ail  the  maritime  states  of  Europe, 
with  which  I  have  been  personally  conversant, 
t^re  are  m.aj'.lslrates  invested  with  autiiority  to 
<iirest  seamen,  deserters  from  foreign  merchant 
vessels  in  their  ports,  and  to  restore  them  to  the 
masters  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  behnig,  con- 
formably to  their  contracts  in  the  shipping  p;(pers. 
The  process,  in  such  cases,  is,  as  by  their  nauire  it 
must  be,  to  prove  eiiicacious,  immediate,  and  sum- 
mary; and  tlie  masters  of  American  vessels  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  in  coramon  with  others.  In  tin- 
city  of  London,  the  authority  is  vested  in  the  loid 
mayor;  and,  at  other  places  m  Great  Hiiiain,  in  tlie 
oi'din;u-y  police  magistrates.  I  do  not  recollect 
having  ever  known  an  instance  to  whicli  masters 
ot  Aiaerican  vessels  were  denied  the  benefit  ot 
such  processes,  unless  in  cases  when,  by  the  laws  of 
the  country,  the  deserting  seaman  was,  on  other 
accounis,  Uablp  to  be  detJiinE<l,    The  practice  is; 


so  f^r  /.s  I  have  kiwvvn,  the  same  in  every  part  of 
the  European  continem. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble 
and  obedient  servant,  .K3HN  Q  AUAMS. 

Tuesday,  Jjtc.  8.  Mr,  Smith,  of  Md.  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  certain  wines,  and  to  declare 
free  of  duly  books  printed  in  foreign  languages; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr. Holmes,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  rose  to  submit  to  the  house  a  <lifiicui;y 
which  embarrassed  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  which  he  was  chairman.  In  the  investi- 
gation  of  some  of  the  subjects  referred  to  tliat 
committee,  it  found  those  subjects  so  intimately 
connected  w-ith  some  confided  to  another  com- 
mittee, that  it  was  difficult  to  proceed  without  in- 
fringing on  matters  not  referred  to  its  considera- 
tion. He  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the  Seminole 
war.  That  war  involved  our  relations  with  a  fo- 
reign power,  which  were  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations;  but  an  important  inct- 
deni  in  that  war,  the  execution  of  Aibuthnot  and 
Ambrister,  was  connJed  to  the  military  committee; 
and,  in  proceeding  on  one  subject,  tliey  could  not 
well  avoid  the  other.  'I'he  committee  of  foreign 
relations  did  not,  therefore,  know  well  how  to 
proceed,  unless  tlieyliad  the  whole  matter  before 
them;  and,  in  offering  tlie  following  motion,  it  was 
not  done  wi'. liout  an  understanding  to  that  effect 
with  the  committee  on  military  affairs.  Mr.  11. 
then  submitted  the  following: 

Jiesvlved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  coRsideralion  of 
so  much  of  the  president's  message  as  relates  to 
tlie  execution  of  Arbutlinot  and  Ambrister,  and  the 
conduct  of  tlie  war  with  the  S  mir.ole  Indians;  and 
that  the  s:nne  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fo- 
veijrn  rch.tions. 

Mr,  Jof,7i<'on,  of  Ky.  as  chairman  of  the  military 
cofnmii  lee,  having  agreed  to  tiie  motion,   a    great 

variety  of  opinions  were  expressed  on  the  subject 

finally,  Mr.  HoiKies'  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  milking  partial  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port  of  tlie  military  establishment  for  the  yeac 
1819,  was  i),issed. 

Tiie  rcioUiiionfrom  tlie  senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  ajiiini  committee  to  enquire  into  some 
mode  of  pi-oilucing  accuvary,  neatness  and  des- 
patch in  the  piihlic  printing,  was  read  twice,  and 
after  being  amended,  on  the  inolion  of  Mr.  Ilnri'i- 
son,  by  inserting  therein  before  the  word  "accr- 
racy"  the  word  "economy,"  it  was  read  tite  third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concuiTCitcft 
in  the  amendment. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ilarrison,  re- 
solved iiselfintoa  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Wilkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  coiicerning  inva- 
lids, [confei  ring  on  the  secretary  of  war,  the  power 
of  placing  invalids  of  the  revolution  on  the  pension 
roll,  in  the  same  manner  tiiatlie  is  now  authorised 
to  jji^ce  on  tiie  pension  libl  invalids  of  subsequent 
wars.] 

The  bill  was  explained  by  Mr.  Juhnsan,  of  Ky.  on 
whose  motion  it  received  some  arnendinenis,  ren- 
dered necessary  by  acts  passed  since  the  bill  wa.s 
framed  at  the  last  session,  and  was  atlerw'ards  re- 
ported to  the  house,',  by  whom  the  amendments 
were  concurred  iti,  and  the  bill  ordered  lobe  en- 
grossed fr>r  a  third  reading. 

Wednesdiiii,  December  9.  Mr.  JMills,  from  Mass. 
appeared  on   I'm'sday  and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  having-  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  res^Slutioh   yesteidi».y  moved  by  Mr. 
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Ifol?nesya.s  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  in  the 
following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
so  much  of  the  president's  message  as  relates  to 
the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians;  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign relations  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether 
in  said  trials,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  the  law  of  nations,  have  been  violated. 
A  long  debate  ensued,  whicli  we  have  not  room 
to  notice  at  present.  It  was  warm  and  animated, 
and  noticed  many  of  the  occurrences  in  the  Semi- 
nole war.  The  motion  was  finally  indefinitely  post- 
poned, by  a  large  majority. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
allowing  half  pay  pensions  of  five  years  to  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  those  soldiers  enlisted  for  12 
months,  for  18  months,  and  of  the  militia,  who 
died  wlthin/owr  rno7J<//s  after  their  return  home,  of 
sickness  contracted  while  in  sei'vice. 

The  question  on  engrossing  and  ordering  this 
bill  to  a  thir<l  reading  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
»ays,  and  carried — yeas  87,  nays  63. 

Thursday,  Dec.  10.  The  house  was  principally 
occupied  this  day  on  the  bill,  reportetl  at  the 
last  session,  "for  the  admission  of  (Jadets  into  the 
military  academy."     No  final  decision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  lay  before  the  house  a  statement  of 
the  progress  that  li.is  been  made  under  the  act  of 
conj,'ress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  entitled  "An 
act  to  set  apart,  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands, 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  the  olive;"  whether  four  townsliips,  of 
six  liiiles  square  each,  have  been  laid  off  and  re- 
served for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  whether  any 
agent  or  agents,  acting  for  the  French  emigrants, 
have  contracted  for  said  lands,  and  on  what  terms; 
and  whether  such  agent  or  agents  are  now  residing 
on  said  land,  together  with  the  number  of  Frencii 
emigrants  tliat  have  made  settlements  on  said  re- 
servation, and  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in 
the  culture  of  the  vine  and  olive. 


Evacuation  of  France^ 

TREATT  FOn  THE  EVACUATION  OF  FRANCi. 

h\  the  name  of  the  Holy  and  Indivisible  Trinity. 
Their  Majesties  tiie  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  IJussias, 
iiaving  repaired  to  Aix-la-Chupelle,  and  their  Ma- 
jesties the  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  and  the 
King  of  the  kingxlom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland, 
having  sent  thither  their  Plenipotentiaries,  the 
Ministry  of  the  five  Courts  having  assembled  in  con- 
ference; and  tiic  Frcnoii  Pk-nipotentiary  having- 
made  known,  that  in  consequence  of  the  state  of 
France  and  the  faiihlul  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
November  20,  1815,  his  Most  Christian  Majest}'  was 
desirous  that  the  military  occupation  stipvdatcd  by 
the  fifth  arliclc  of  the  said  treutj',  should  cease  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  Ministry  of  the  Courts  of  Aus- 
tria, Great-P.ritain,  Prussia  and  Russia,  (the  names 
of  the  powers  you  will  see  are  placed  in  the  aipha. 
betical  order,)  after  having,  in  concert  witli  the 
siiid  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  maturely  exaniuied 
every  thing*  that  could  have  an  influence  qii  such 
important  decision,  declared,  that  their  Sovereigns 
would  admit  the  pi-inciple  of  the  evacuation  of  tlie 
tFjench  tcrrito^ry  at  the  endofthg  third  year  of  the 


occupation,  and  wishing  to  consolidate  their  resoi.' 
lution  in  a  formal  convention,  and  to  secure  at  the 
same  time  tlie  definitive  execution  of  the  saidti^ea^ 
ty  of  Nov.  20,  1815,  their  Majesties  named  (here 
follow  the  names  of  tlie  Ministry,)  who  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles: — 

Art.  I.  The  troops  composing  the  Army  of  Occtiw 
pation  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  French  territo- 
ry  by  the  30th  of  November  next,  or  sooner  if  pos- 
sible. 

Art.  2.  The  strong  places  and  fortresses  which 
the  said  troops  no*i'  occupy,  shall  be  surrendered  ttf 
commissioners  named  for  that  purpose  by  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  in  the  state  in  which  they  were 
at  the  time  ofthe  occupation,  conformably  to  the 
ninth  article  ofthe  convention  concluded  in  exccii. 
tion  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  November 
20,  1818. 

Alt.  3.  Tbe  sum  destined  to  provide  for  the  pay, 
the  equipment,  and  the  clotliing  of  the  Army  of 
Occupation,  shall  be  paid,  in  all  cases,  till  the  oOOi 
of  November  next,  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  has  existed  since  the  1st  of  December,  1817. 

Art.  4.  All  the  pecuniary  arrangements  between- 
France  and  the  Allied  Powers  having  been  regu- 
lated and  settled,  the  sum  remaining  to  be  paid  by 
France  to  complete  the  execution  of  the  4th  arti- 
cle  of  the  treaty  of  November,  1815,  is  definitivelj* 
fixed  at  265  millions  of  P'rancs, 

Art.  5.  Of  this  sum,  the  amount  of  100  millioh* 
or  effective  value  shall  be  paid  by  ^n  inscription  of 
rentes  on  the  great  book  of  the  Public  Debt  of 
France,  bearing  interest  from  the  22d  ol'Scpt.  1918. 
The  said  inscriptions  shall  be  received  at  tlie  rate 
of  the  funds  on  the  5th  Oct.  1818. 

Art.  6.  The  remaining  165  millions  shall  be  paifl 
by  nine  monthly  instalments,  commencing  with  the 
6th  of  Jan.  next,  by  draughts  on  the  houses  of  Hope 
and  Co.  and  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.  In  the  same 
maimer  the  inscriptions  of  the  rentes,  mentioned 
in  the  above  article,  shall  be  delivered  to  commis- 
sioners of  the  Courts  of  Austria,  Great-Britain, 
Prussia,  and  Russia,  by  the  royal  treasurer  of 
France,  at  the  epoch  ofthe  complete  and  definite- 
evacuation  ofthe  French  territoiy. 

Ar^.  7.  At  the  same  epoch,  the  commissioners  of 
the  said  Courts  shall  deliver  to  the  royal  treasui-ca" 
of  France,  the  six  obligations  feiigiigements,J  not 
yet  discharged  facqidttcs,  )  which  shall  remain  in 
their  hands  of  the  15  obligations  Cengageminits^ 
delivered  conformably  to  the  second  article  of  the 
convention  concluded  for  the  execution  of  the 
fourth  article  ofthe  20th  of  November,  1815.  The 
said  conunissioners  shall  at  the  same  time  dehver 
the  inscription  of  7  millions  of  rentes,  created  in  vir- 
tue ofthe  8th  article  ofthe  said  convention. 

Art.  8.  1  he  present  convention  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in  the  course  of  15  days,  or  sooner  if  possible,  in  the 
faith  of  which  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have 
here\i.  iiii  signed  their  names,  and  afRxed  to  it  their 
seal  and  arms. 

Done  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  9th  of  Oct.  in  the 
year  of  Grace  1818. 

[Hero  follow  the  signatures  of  the  Ministers.] 

We  have  found  the  above  Treaty  conformable  to 
our  will,  in  consequence  of  which  we  have  con- 
firmed and  ratified  the  same,  as  we  do  now  confirm 
and  ratify  it  for  our  heirs  and  successors. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures  of  the  Sovereigns, 
with  the  specification  ofthe  different  years  of  theiV 
several  reigns.] 

Jix-!u-CliaJ,ell^,  Oct,  17, 1813.. 
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rv  .''he  eiiiior'--^  absence  frun  htune  for  ii  fev. 
days,  fias  prevented  a  notice  of  .nany  things  re- 
qiiirinf^  his?  personal  attention. 

Want  of  room.  For  three  successive  weeks  we 
have  issued  a  half  slieet  supplement  to  the  RtGis- 
TBB,  without  materially  reducing'  the  stock  of  mat- 
ter on  hand! — We  have  many  things  helonging- to 
stite  .ifFairs,  which  shall  be  duly  recorded,  as  soon 
as  we  press  through  those  of  a  more  general  na- 
ture. To  shew  that  we  iiave  enougii  of  th«  latter, 
though  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  insert  tlie 
whole,  we  copy  the  followinjT  from  the  J^/ational 
Intelligencer,  of  Wednesday  last;  premising  how- 
ever, that  no  notice  is  taken  of  any  of  the  minor 
reports  and  less  extensive  papers  \yhicli  at  pre. 
sent  a'^ound: 

>'  "AVe  have  only  just  disposed  of  one  large  mass 
of  doctiments,  transmitted  to  congress^  and  ano- 
ther demands  our  attention,  of  sliU  greater  vo- 
lume 

The  dociiTC»nts  yesterday  transmitted  to  con- 
gress, consists  of,  first,  the  report  of  judge  Pdand, 
one  of  the  commissioners  sent  by  the  executive  to 
South  Americ.T,  occupying  nearly  30!,)  close l\ 
written  folio  piiges.  Tlie  great  length  of  this  let- 
ter will  nrevent,  probably,  its  immediate  publica- 
tion. 

Secondly,  a  letter  from  Mr.   J.    R.   Poinsett,  of 
5outh  Carolina,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  commu- 
nicating, by  request  of  the  executive,    such  iufor 
Hiation  respecting  South  America   and   its  affairs, 
as  his  long  residence  in  those  countries,  and    sub 
sequent  intelligence  therefrom,  have  pr^hled  him 
to  give.    This  letter  is  also  very  long,  filling  about 
200  foHo  pages;  and  will  also  be  precluded,  by  its 
length,  from  present  publication. 

Thirdly,  of  correspondence  between  the  secre- 
tary of  state  and  don  Luis  de  Onis,  the  minister  of 
Spain,  from  the  23d  of  March  to  the  30th  of  No- 
vember last,  inclusive,  occupying  about  250  folio 
gages. 

Fourthly,  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ervisg, 
American  miniBtpr  at  the  court  of  Spain,  and  d<>u 
Jose  Pizarro,  Spanish  secretary  of  state,  from  the 
8th  of  July  to  the  31st  of  August  Inclusive,  filling 
more  than  100  pages. 

^  The  two  latter  series  of  papers,  intimatriy  relat- 
ing to  topics  of  great  interest  to  our  country,  we 
shall  publish  as  soon  as  we  can,  and  before  tliey 
can  be  published  elsewhere. 

It  would  appear  from  the  call  yesterday  made  bv 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  that  something  is  yet  wanting 
to  complete  the  chain  of  information." 


on  this  subjec,    the.  uinaunt  of  the  stock    of  the 
bank  held  by  thecitizti;s  of  each  place  ought  to  be 
known;  if  I  am  correctly    niftn-fiK^d,   tiie  an.ount  of 
loans  iuNew  York,    compiired  with  tiie  amount  p^f 
stock  owned   tlici-e,  is  more  than  double  the  pro- 
portion of  Haltimoie.     The  bank  of  tJie  U,  Stales, 
like  all  other  corlioratiuna,   oivcs  t'l   its  members  a  pre- 
fcrence  to  the  advan! ugts  it  may  hnufiiUy  afford  to  iji- 
dividuah  in  loans  of  its  capital — the   U.  States  being 
one  of  the   slockholdei-s,   enjoys  great  advantaire.s 
under  the  cliart-.r* — and,  it  is   reasonable  that  the 
other  stocklioiders  should,  in  proportion   to   tlieii* 
respective   interests,  ejijoy   ev^-ry    h  Iv.iutage,    iiot 
inconsistent  with  the  charter,  which  the  directors 
can  conveniently  grant.  Eauirr. 

The  congressional  committee  for  investigating 
the  affairs  and  proceeding.?  of  the  IJaiik  of  the 
U'iited  States,  at  Philadelphia,  are  reported  to 
have  been  very  attentive  to  l>usiness — but  we  have 
not,  of  coijrie,  learnt  any  particulars  of  what  thev 
havs  done.  It  is  not  evtn  guessed  v/hea  they  wiU 
return  to  Washington. 


United  States'  hmrk  stock  is  quPted  at  109  to  110, 
at  New  York— which,  as  the  dividend  takes  place 
in  January,  is  equal  to  106  or  107. 

The  expose  of  the  discounts  of  this  bank  has  ex- 
ceed much  astonishment  among  the  people.  The 
01  owingapology  for  the  amount  of  theaccommo- 
"atjons  in  Baltimore,  has  appeared  ia  the  >^edcral 
uazette: 

"The  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  of  th- 

rtprpi  ,      !"  '^»'*'""ore,  is  by  some  persons  cons. - 

d,iP  in  V     Z^"  ''''*^"   compared  v.-ith   the  amoum 

Qtiem  New  York  and  Boston.     Tq  judge  correctly 

voi.  xy_ — ~2i,  ^ 


A  meeting  'A^as  held  in  Philadelphia  last  week  to 
repoi-t  a  memoi-ial  to  congress,  recommendiiii'-  a 
p.'^.jhibition  of  the  exportation  of  specie,  have'' re- 
ported to  an  adjourned  mtcting^  that  "three  e"en- 
tienienofthe  committee  declined  aciintr-;  the"  i-g. 
niaining  four  met,  and,  having  debated  ti^e  sue^i^o^ 
decided,  by  three  voles  to  one,  that  it  was  inespe- 
dienl  to  report  any  memorial;  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  majority,  tlie  regulation  of  the  business  ougiit 
to  be  left  with  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
country." 

Reeolutions  have  been  offered  in  both  branches  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  prevent  the  bunks 
of  that  state  from  suspending;  specie  payments, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  their  charters. 


The  committee  of  the  legislature  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, to  whom  was  referred  the  presentment  of 
tlic  Grand  Jury  of  Pendleton  District,  jjraying  that 


*By  the  13ih  section  of  the  act  for  eulablishiiii^ 
tliis  bank,  loans  to  the  United  States  exceeding- 
500,000,  ca.nnot  be  made  by  the  b;ink,  unless  previ- 
ously  authorized  so  to  do  by  an  especial  act  ofcon- 
gress  Hov/  strange,  that  with  such  a  proviiion, 
some  loans  to  individuals  may  exceed  a  millioii,. 
and  many  such  loans  be  upwards  of  ^500,000. 

But  adflsitiing  it  to  be  right,  that  b;ink«  incorpo- 
rated by  the  public  ».re  only  intended  for  private  ad- 
vantage'— or,  in  other  words,  that  the  managers  of 
such  institutions  may  rightfully  use  the  benefit  c)i 
•heir  public  character  fur  private  speculation;  stili 
Ualtioiore  seems  to  have  a  Hiiich  greater  discount 
than  she  ought  to  have — and  it  is  suspected  that 
she  has  also  heavy  discounts  at  other  places!  See 
tJie  subscriptions  to  the  bank,  vol.  X,  p.  38} — by 
wliich,  admitting  that  as  much  stock  is  held  in 
this  city  as  was  originally  subscribed  for,  whicii  i-i 
very  improbable  indeed,  and  the  umomu  thereof, 
;>y  the  rule  of  three,  is  applied  to  discounts  of  the 
vt-HJicli  here,  it  would  appear  dial  we  ouyht  tuhavp 
..'-ovil  five,  instead  c£  et^ht  millivnrs  of  ui-cimn-tOd:t-- 
ti'/nY.' 
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tliK  Brimch  Jiitnfr  of  the  U.  S.  in  Charleaton  might 
f),-;  taxed,  reported,  that  such  a  measure  would  be 
iinpoli' jc  and  unwise. 

Wfi  state  with  peculiar  sr-tisFaction,  savs  the  Cin 
ciniiitj  Inquisitor,  '.hiit  the  city   banks  cintinue  to 
pay  specie  for  the  acconimodation  of  persons  hay- 
ing payi^ents  due  at  the  Land  Office. 

Tn  the  house  of-lelegaifs  of  the  stAte  of  Mary- 
land, Mvs'ifs.  Vt'iison,  ninr-kisione,  \Vi7i.  Hayward, 
Hr.'.ckenri  Ige  and  C  Dorsey,  were  appointed  a 
ci'r,>.niltee,  with  ieiwe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  facili- 
i:ite  the  rpcovei'v  of  deijts  due  from  the  several 
bauks  ofthis  st.-.le,  aad  to  compel  llie  said  banks 
to  pay  specie  for  t'leir  notes,  or  forfeit  their  char- 
ter^.   . 

Ai  p.  jTieetins^  at  Gias:j-ow,  Ky.  of  representatives 
often  of  the  I'.depenlcat  Banks  of  Kentucky,  as 
ttie}'  are  ca'k-'.i — tiiat  is,  the  banks  chartered,  35 
in  iiumb^r,  'hirinrj  the  last  winl^er — it  was  uriani- 
ninusly  resnived,  to  "recnjnmend  lo  their  respec- 
tive jristituti(u-s,  to  suspend  the  paynientot  specie. 
Holes  |0Ti  Ih.e  hank  of  the  United  Si*tes  and  its 
btanciies,  notes  on  the  bank  of  Kentucky  and  i's 
br.Mches,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  said  institu- 
tions, ortiie  decl-^ion  of  the  legiblalurv."  This  is 
sioppiuj^  payment  by  whoUsale.  JVat.Int. 


Commodore  Taylor — a  law  case. 

Ai  'he  cir-~uiL  cuct  of  \iie  United  State»,  sitting 
in  Raitiinore,  Duvai,  chiefjustice,  Houst«n,associ- 
Hte,  a  very  important  case  was  decided  on  Satur- 
day week.  As  a  full  report  of  the  trial,  willi  tlie 
opinio»is  of  the  t-.oiut,  will  probably  be  published, 
the  fo'So-ving:  brief  n;,tice  of  the  case  maybe  suffi- 
■  cient  for  the  present. 

TiioT.as  T-ulor  was  indicted  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  0:1  five  courts  for  piracy.  The  first 
great  question  preseiued  to  the  court,  was  t!;e  pro- 
position of  tite  i-ounsel  tor  the  United  States  [Mr. 
Wirt,  atiorney  t;eneral,  Mr.  Glenn,  district  attor- 
ney,  ar.^l  Mr.  HMfiV-iari]  to  introduce  the  capture  (f 
sever;il  ve^vseis  not  iiunied  in  the  indictment,  to 
rvince  the  piraical  intention,  or  animus  furandi. 
This  W'.s  -^hjvcted  to  by  the  opposite  counsel 
[Messrs.  HMikney  and  Winder],  and,  after  a  most 
hpicndil  ar.d  learnesl  argument,  in  which  Mr.  Piiik- 
iiey  ex'iibiled  '.is  vast  powers  in  their  Adlest  effect 
■ — the  court  rejected  tlie  proposition  of  tiie  council 
of  the  UiiiU-'l  States,  deciding  that  the  crimes 
charj^ed  in  the  indictment  were  the  only  ones  to 
be  considered  in  the  case.  Tiie  argument  was 
inai:;'.;;ined  with  much  warmth,  and  sometliingf  like 
a  personal  difference  look  place  between  Messrs. 
^Virc  .ml  Pinkney — which  however,  was  promptly 
and  amicably  exj)hdnf-d, 

T'.is  matter  being  disposed  of,  com.  Taylor's 
coi  r.set  ple:<d  his  conimissision  from  the  exlstingj^o- 
verninejit  of  liie  united  provinces  of  the  llio  liel 
I'i  iia,  ui  jusiification  of  tlie  acts  charged  in  the  in- 
dicuiient.  This  produced  another  most  able  de- 
bate—in wiilch  Messrs.  I'lnkne}',  Wirt  ajid  Winder 
greatly  disiinguisiied  themselves — the  former  es- 
peo'.ii}',  who  supported  his  glowing  eloqueJice  by 
a  rc-!Vience  lo  about  one  Iiun<li'ed  and  IweiUy  cases, 
as  authority,  in  behalf  of  Iiis  client.  The  court  ad- 
journed foi-  one  day  to  deliberate — and  delivered 
an  opinion,  that  Taylor's  comuussion  was  valid;  on 
whioli  the  jury  acquitted  Idiii  of  every  count  in 
the  indictment  without  leaving  the  box. 

Amon^  the  counis  against  Taylor  was  one  for  the 
capture  of  an  American  vessel.    It  seemed  to  be  a 


chief  point  to  establish  this — but  it  was  proved,  as 
well  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  said  to  be  robbed 
as  by  other  facts,  that  Taylor  had  seized  upon  a 
part  of  her  cargo  as  Spanish  property — whic'.i  it 
was;  snd  that,  in  other  respects,  he  had  behaved 
withjgreat  courtesy  and  moderation. 

All  the  cases  against  certain  individuals  as  part- 
ners, agents  or  abettors  of  com.  Taylor,  are  settled 
tor  the  present,  and  the  court  has  adjourned.  I'he 
prosecution  against  Mr.  Josep't  Karrick,  a  mer- 
chant of  Baltimore  of  high  Stan-ling,  occupied  the 
court  8  or  10  d^iys:  he  was  indicted  for  a  hi^h 
crime  and  misdemeanor,  in  11  counts,  all  which 
were  abandoned  or  s^t  aside,  except  two — and,  as 
the  facts  were  proved,  "his  offending  had  this  ex- 
tent, no  more"  that  he,  acting  as  an  agent,  had  ef- 
feci ed  an  exchange  of  a  certain  quantity  of  old 
powder  for  one  cask  less  of  new.  On  this'  the  jury 
found  him  guilty — but  judgment  could  not  heren- 
dered  until  a  question  of  law  was  settled,  and,  an 
argument  beinef  had,  the  judgment  was  arrested, 
and  he  of  course,  acquitted  of  all  accusation.  Af. 
ter  which,  the  district  attorney  ordered  a.noli pro- 
■ieQm\.o  be  entered  in  all  the  rest  of  the  c^^ses, 
though  in  respect  to  some  of  them,  the  atto'tiie!! 
for  the  defend^mts  offered  to  wave  all  defects  in 
the  indictments,  &r.  and  admit  against  them  th« 
evidence  of  the  parties  implirated. 

During  these  important  trials,  the  attorney  gptie. 
ral  of  the  U.S.  several  times  exhibited  his  great 
p?(U'ers  in  eloque^ice  and  argument;  and,  whilst 
rigidly  faitJiflil  to  ,is  dutirs,  much  endeared  him- 
self to  all  parties  by  his  frankness  and  liberality. 
_  OC/'As  we  have  had  so  many  prosecutions  on  one 
side  of  the  question,  we  should  like  to  see  a  few 
on  the  other;  else  most  persons  will  supoose  that 
our  neutrality  is  loft  sided.  It  is  just  as  noloriotis 
that  Spain  draws  a  large  part  of  her  means  of  war. 
fare  against  the  patriots  from  the  United  Stales, as 
that  "he  patriots  receive  such  means  through  us. 
Let  the  rule  work  both  ways,  or  the  law  be  rep.aed 


The  colonial  system. 

The  following  is  from  a  Liverpool  paper — "Sere- 
ral  commercial  houses  at  Paris  have  been  informed 
by  their  correspondents,  that  the  American  govern- 
ment has  offered  a  sum  of  30,000,000  fr,  to  the  king 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  for  the  cession  of  the  port  6f 
Syracuse.  This  proposition  was  rejected.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  Americans  use  every  effort  to 
procure  an  establishment  in  the  Mediterranean, 
snd  that  they  have  successively  directed  their  at- 
tention on  Porto  Ferrajo  and  on  Mahon.  In  the 
fear  of  injuring  the  commerce  of  Leghorn,  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany  has  refused  them  the  isle 
of  Elba,  for  which  they  offered  14,000,000  fr." 

We  have  always  treated  articles  of  this  nature  as 
supremely  ridiaitons.  We  know  that  no  iippropri- 
ation  has  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  a  territory 
in  Europe,  and  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the 
president  wnuiil  make  any  unauthorised  proposal 
on  a  subject  involving  such  serious  consequences. 
It  is  of  no  use  to  argue  the  matter,  or  say  much 
about  it,  in  the  present  state  of  tlie  case — but,  de- 
spising all  the  sophistry  and  doctrine  of  expedien- 
cy that  may  be  hrc^ught  to  b»ar  in  favor  of  obtain- 
ing a  porfion  of  territory  in  Europe — m  e  may  biieHy 
observe,  that  when  the  Ameri-.an  people  a  e  prepar- 
ed to  sanction  such  a  procediiie,  t!.t  \  wi'l  also  )n 
prepared  t(j  receive  one  of  the  incorrgib'y  foolis'i 
GuolpLs  id"  England,  or  miserable  Lou. bons  o; 
France  or  Spam,  for  a  Kif.a. 
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LiteraFy  Notice. 

Joseph  JM.  .S'(irtr/.'r4-o«  of  ihis  city,  has  issued  pro- 
posals for  publishiiifj  a  hin^raphy  of  the  lives  of 
the  signers  of  the  declaration  of  imlependence, 
(to  be  written  by  Paul  Alleu,  Esq)  with  a  his- 
tory of  tb?  proceeding's  during  its  progress,  and  the 
document  itself,  witli  fac  simile  eng^ravings  of  the 
sip;"iatiires. — Eich  biograpiiy  is  to  be  r.ccomp.wied 
will)  a  likeness  of  the  p-rson — and  if  properly  con- 
ducted (af*.  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  will), 
we  hope  the  obscurity  in  which  many  of  those  il- 
lustrious founders  of  tiie  American  republic  have 
been  suffered  to  remain,  will  he  unveiled,  nnd  tbeir 
actions  become  the  fatniliar  topic  of  the  day.  To 
revere  their  ntrcmories  is  a  debt  we  in  gratitude 
owe.  awd  as  descendants  of  illustrious  parents,  we 
canno*  be  backward  in  discharging  it.  We  hope 
tlien,  ihat  the  encouragement  necessary  for  so 
laudable  an  underttiking— to  make  it  honorable  to 
the  na!  ion — honorable  to  the  place,  and  profitable 
to  the  publisher,  will  not  be  withheld. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  StSATE. 

Dec.  11.  Mr.  Tait,  fronn  Georgia,  appeared  to- 
day and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Trti^  presented  the  memorial  of  the  legisla 
ture  of  the  territory  of  Alabama,  petiUoning  for 
permission  to  form  a  constitution  and  state  govern- 
meiit,  and  to  be  admiited  into  the  union  on  an 
eq'ial  footing  with  the  original  states;  which  me- 
morial Wis  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Dic.  14.  The  memorial  of-  the  ^Mississippi  con- 
vention, praying  a>i  extension  of  tlie  limits  of  that 
state,  and  the  counter  memorial  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Alabama,  both  presented  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leakti,  referred  to  die 
<iommittee  appointed  on  the  admission  of  Alabama 
into,  the  union 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  conimitiee  to  enquire  wiiat  amendments 
are  necessary  to  the  fxistmg  laws,  the  more  eMec- 
tually  '.o  prevent  tlie  imp.irtution  of  slaves  into  the 
United  Sutes.  [  \greed  to  next  day] 

Dec.lS.  Mr,  FrumenUii  submitted  the  following 
motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending tiie-right  to  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  sol- 
tliers  who  were  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  conipany 
of  bombardiers,  sappers  and  miners,  and  lu  the 
corps  of  ordnance. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  persons 
of  color,  for  sale,  &c.  was  taken  up  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Bun  ill,  Smith,  Macon  and  Horsey, 
the  committee  appointed  sn  j)ursudnce  of  the  reso- 
lution adopted  on  this  day,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ealon. 

n^c.  16.  iVlr.  Sanford  laid  on  ihe  table  the  fol- 
lowing motion: 

liesihed.  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manuficiures  consider  and  report  w'lat  provisions 
n>ay  be  proper  thp  obtaining  more  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  annual  exports  and  imports  of  the 
United  States. 

After  considfrahle  debate,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
ot  ifeneral  Stirk,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
Hy  yeas  and  n.i>s-yeas  29,  n  .ys  6. 

I'-x.ec.iave  busine.?.s  occupied  apart  of  this  day— 
an<l  otiier  ihihgs  tran.SaCled  will  be  noticed  iu  their 
pi'Oifress. 

HorsK  op 
ap?ta;-cd  yesierdiv 


RKP n  ES  K  KT ATI  V  KS. 

Mr.  A>sbit,  of  South  Ciralin?, 
:t;^l  took  hift  seat. 


Sevfral  report'',  on  private  petiiions,  were  re- 
ceived from  the  dilTerent  committees,  and  a  num- 
ber of  motions  submitted. 

After  a  sliort  prefatory  speech,  Mr.  WiUiame,  of 
N.  C.  moved  the  fallowing  resolution,  which,  at 
his  request,  was  laid  on  the  table — 

"That  the  cooimittee  on  military  aff\irs  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  re- 
duciiig  the  army  of  the  Ui^iied  States." 

.Monday,  Use.  14.  After  a  variety  of  business  of 
a  private  nature,  a  mess.ige  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  Uaitejl  Sfate.s,  by  Mr.  J.  J,  Mon- 
roe his  secretary,  transmitting,  incompliance  wiMi 
a  resolution  of  tJiis  house,  a  report  of  the  .secretary 
of  war,  embracing  the  ccrresponilence  whioh  to-^k 
place  between  the  govertior  of  Georgid,  and  raajsr 
general  Andrew  J^ckson,  respecting  the  arrest,  &,c. 
of  Obed  WrigLt:  which  was  referred  to  the  mili- 
tary committee. 

Mr.  IfopkiiiSiH  submitted  a  motion  reques*inqf 
the  president  to  lay  btfore  the  house,  if  he  should 
not  deem  it  improper  to  do  so,  copies  of  any  in- 
structions wliich  have  been  given  to  the  minister 
of  the  United  Sates  at  Madrid,  relativ?  to  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  army  of  tlie  United  States 
in  Florida. 

The  motion  was  opposed  as  proposing  an  iinii- 
suul  course — andfi.ially  laid  on  the  table. 

Tiie  engrossed  bill  for  gran'ing  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  representaiives  of  commodore  Edward  Pre- 
ble, was  read  a  tiiird  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  extend,  for  a  further  terao  of  five 
years,  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows  and  or- 
plians  of  those  njiliiia  who  died  or  fell  in  battle 
durin,^  tiie  late  wi.r,  being  the  order  of  the  day, 
passed  tliroiigh  a  conujiitiee  of  the  whole,  and  its 
objeci.s  being  briefly  exiJlaiiied  by  Mr.  Han'isnn^ 
w.-»s  reported  to  the  house;  whcji  u  spirited  debate 
arose  oa  il,  vv-hlch  occupied  tlie  whole  of  this  day's 
sitting. 

Miis.Trs.  Harrison  and  .Tohnsnn  warmly  supported 
the  bill,  Messrs.  vSijrikins  and  I'iikin  opposed  ii.  It 
Was  at  lengih  urderevl  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third' 
readiag — 79  for,  78  against  it. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  15 — The  .S'/wi/rer  laid  before  the 
house  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  iu  obe- 
dience to  fc  resolution  of  this  house  of  the  17ili 
April  last,  direciing  liim  to  report  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  reduction  may  be  made  in  t!ie  mi- 
iitury  peace  establishment  of  the  United  State.";, 
with  safety  to  the  public  service;  and  wliether  any, 
and,  if  any,  v.'liat  change  ouglit  to  be  made  in  the 
ration,  and  in  the  mode  of  issuir.g  it;  and,  also,  a 
system  for  tlic  establishment  of  a  commissariat  fur 
the  army. 

i>lr.  Colsinn  offered  for  cnnsid-^ration  the  follow- 
ing resoiulion,  prefacing  it  with  the  remark,  that^ 
as  the  subject  of  the  Semiiwie  war  was  one  v/hich 
considerably  agitated  the  public  minJ,  and  on 
which  every  tneinber  of  the  house,  and  tbe  whole 
community,  were  desirous  of  all  the  light  wliicU 
could  betlirowuon  it,  he  sliculd  make  no  apology 
for  this  motion: 

Resolved, 'Vh-Jii  the  president  of  the  United  State.s 
he  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  any  cori'es- 
pondence  which  m.\v  Iwive  taken  place  between  this 
government  and  Uiat  of  Great  Bfitiin,  relative  to 
the  exijcution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister. 

The  engro.ssed  bill  authorising  the  extension  of 
the  pensions  to  the  widows  und  orphans  of  the  mi- 
litia wbo  fell  ii.  battle  cr  dit;d  m  service  during  the 
laie  war,  for  five  years  longer,  was  read  a  third 
lime. 

AfiCr  d'-bate,  a  moti.on  was  mal'e  to  postpjne 
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the  bill  indefinitely— on  which  the  house  divided 
equally— 79  to  79;  the  speaker  voted  against  the 
postponement.  The  final  q-iestion  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Pa.  AnUtison,  Ky.  Baldwin,  Barber, 
Oliio,  Beechrr,  Btliiiiger,  Bioomfield,  Biouiit,  Bodeii,  Butler,  Lou. 
Colston,  Comstoelv,  Cook,  t'rugt.r,  Davidson.  Earle,  Ervin,  S.  C. 
Floyd,  Fuiltr,  Gage,  Gilbtrt,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Her- 
kimer, Herrick.  Hi(  ster,  Hitelicock,  Holmes,  HoJtetter,  Hubbard, 
Irviiig,  N.  Y.  .Johnson,  Ky.  .Toiu-s,  Kinsej,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Little, 
J.I'Lean,  AV.  Mai;lay,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Robert  Moore,  Mum- 
ford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson.  T.  M.  Ktlson,  Nesbitt,  New.  Newton, 
Ogle,  PaluK-r,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  PindsU,  PI.  asants, 
PoiiKlester,  Porter,  Qnailes,  Uliea,  Kiiiggold,  Kobtrtson,  Rogers, 
Sampson,  bciiujliT,  Sergeant,  belt le,  Silsbee,  Bal-  Smith,  Alex. 
Smjtb,  StoiT'.  nimble,  flicker,  S  C.  Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Ky. 
Wallace,  Wendovsr,  Whiteside,  Whitman,  Wilkin.— S2. 

NAYS— Mtssrs.  Ahliot,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Austin,  Barbour, 
Va.  Rassett,  Bateman,  Bayliy,  Bennett.  Boss,  Bryan,  Butler,  N.  H. 
Campbrll,  Clagett,  Claiborne,  CobI'.  Crafts,  Cusbmaii.  Darling- 
ton. Desha,  EJwards,  Ellicutt,  Gariiett,  Hall,  Del.  Hall,  N.  C. 
HssbrcMck,  Hogg,  Hunter,  Hupkinson,  Huntingdon,  Johnson,  Va. 
Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn.  Livermore,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  M'Coy,  Mar- 
ctia:i,l.  Mason.  Mass.  Masun,  U.  I.  Mirr.U.  iMdls,  Morton,  Moseley, 
Jer.  Nelson,  Orr,  Owen,  Pcgram,  Piikiii,  Kiee,  Rich,  Ric^lards, 
Jluggles,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Sciidder,  Sherwood  Simkins,  Sloonmb, 
is.  Sir.iih,  .1.  S,  Sioilh,  Sjieed,  Stew  art,  N.  C.  Sirotlker,  Talliiadge, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Ttrry,  Tompkins,  Pownsend,  I'ucUer,  Va.  Upbam. 
Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  Y.  W  ilsoii,  Mass.  Wilson, 


Westerl 
teu.-TS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurreiice. 

Mr.  Hupkinson,  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  yesterday  submitted,  calling  on  the  president 
for  certain  tlocumenis  connected  with  our  relations 
with  Spain. 

Mr.  y/b^rnes proposed  to  modify  the  resolution  in 
a  manner  which  lie  tliovf^'-'-.t  would  meet  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  and  he  free  from  any  objection, 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"That  the  president  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
communicated  to  tlsis  house  such  further  corres- 
pondence and  f)roceedings  in  relation  to  ourafl'airs 
with  Spain,  as  in  his  opiiion  it  slia'.l  not  be  incon- 
sistent witii  the  public  interest  to  divulj,fe." 

Mr.  Ilopkinson  -accfiiied  this  moditicaiion. 

'["lie  resolve  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.  and  a  com- 
mittee appoinltd  to  present  the  resolution  to  the 
senate. 

IVednesilay,  December  16.  Several  reports  were 
made  by  different  committees — of  no  present  im- 
portance to  notice. 

Mr.  Glagget,  of  N.  H.  submitted  a  long  motion, 
to  set  apart  certain  townships  of  land  in  the  state 
gf  Illinois,  each  alternate  section  of  whicii  sliouid 
be  reserved  for  settlement  by  emigrants  from  Ire- 
land, they  paying  therefor,  at  the  rate  of  ^2  per 
acre,  S^c.  But  the  house  refused,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, to  consider  ii«e  propissition. 

Mr.  Tarr,  of  Penn.  ofi'ered  a  motion  to  appropri- 
ate an  additional  sum  to  complete  the  road  from 
Cumberland  to  Wbeeling.  The  house  refused  to 
agree  to  a  reference  of  it — 55  to  54. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  N.  C.  the  commit- 
tee of  military  atlairs  were  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  allow- 
ing an  fctjiial  buimly  in  lands,  i.s  to  other  soldiers, 
to  all  minors  wim  tnli.'^ted  in  the  nriilit-My  service 
during  tlie  late  war,  who  coniinued  in  Uie  service 
till  peace  was  concluded,  and  were  regularly  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Uobertson,  of  Ken.  offered  a  resolution  to 
raise  a  comniittee  to  consider  on  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  jieparate  terric»iial  government  in 
the  extensive  country  now  constituting  the  terri- 
tory ot  Misiotin,  and  not  included  in  the  project- 
ed Kiate  of  ilissouri.    Agreed  to. 

Tlie  bill  Mi  rfgiiiale  j^aasenge*-  ships,  was  order- 
.ed  to  be  er.j^iossed  ior  .n  third  readiiig,  Tiiis  bill 
VuikFicis  the  •iirmbtr  of  passenjjcrs'  to  two  for  eve- 


ry five  tons.     [The  late  shocking    destruction  of 
Dutch  emigrants  has  caused  this  bill.] 

The  bill  regulating  pensions,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Tlmrday,  Bee.  17.  INIany  reports  were  received 
and  resolutions  offered,  not  necessary  to  notice  at 
present. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  regulating  payments  to 
military  pensioners,  was  read  a  third  lime — and 
r-  romniiiled.  ^ 

'I'he  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  passenger  ships 
and  vessels;  the  engrossed  bill  directing  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by  general  Armsirong 
in  favor  of  William  Morgan;  and  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  AloUrum  Ball,  were  se« 
verally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

A  private  claim  of  Charles  Kellog,  for  payment 
for  certain  clothing  lost  by  company  of  volunteers 
under  his  command  in  the  late  war,  occupied  the 
house.     The  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was  i-ejected. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  printing  for  the  house,  reported  a  joint 
resolution,  directing  the  secretary  and  clerk  of 
each  house  to  cause  the  printing  to  be  distributed 
among  such  printers  as  s!iall  be  best  able  to  expe- 
dite it,  giving  a  preference  to  the  preseiit  cvinirac-. 
tor;  which  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  tiiis  house. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ESeLA.>  1>,  SiC. 

A  vessel  has  arrived  in  the  Shannon,  (Ireland)  in 
sixteen  d  •yafrom  Quebec. 

The  Polar  expedition  has  returned — the  highest 
point  of  latitude  reached  was  about  SO.  30  long. 
12  east,  where  they  fjiin;!  an  impeneirable  barrier 
of  ice.  This  is  said  to  be  the  17th  or  18th  failure 
to  acco.mTjlish  the  project  of  crossing  the  polar  re- 
gion!?. 'i"hc  London  papers  observe— .^n  different 
years  the  Greenland  wh  Jers  h^ve  advanced  to  the 
lat.  of  61  and  82;  and  so  iaie  as  If^uothe  elder  Mr.. 
Scoresby  ascended  to  tne  lat.  of  81.  50.  It, is  now 
clear,  we  think,  that  all  hope  of  sailing  to  the  pole 
is  at  an  end.  A  son  of  Mr  Scoresby  lately  suggest- 
ed  the  bold  plan  of  approaciiii^g  the  pole  over  the 
icy  conlinenl  from  Spitzbergen.  Adopting  the 
mode  which  tlie  liussian  innpers  have  employed 
with  such  .idvantage  in  exploring  the' Frc-zen  Sea 
from  Xova  Zembla  to  the  chores  of  Kamschatka,^ 
he  proposed  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  Island  of 
Spitzbergen,and  starting  in  the  spring  with  sledges, 
drawn  by  dogs,  to  pursue  a  direct  journey  of  6  or 
7C0  mile's  to  tl.e  pole.  He  might  then  expect  to 
find  a  continuous  sheetof  ice  stretching  through  his 
whole  track. 

Tiie  jewels  worn  by  lady  Castlereagh,  at  the  ball 
given  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  town,  amounted,  U 
is  said,  to  the  value  of  four  millions  of  francs.— 
[This  certainly  proves  that  lord  Castlereagh  is  in 
honest  man,  unless  the  jewels  were  Airet/ ] 

It  is  reported  that  the  duke  of  York  will  resign 
his  situation  as  conimi.nder  :n  chief,  and  'hat  hi 
wiil  be  succeeded  by  the  duke  of  Wellington.  Col- 
Harvey  to  the  military  secretary. 

Stocks,  Oct.  22—3  per  cent.  con.  77  3-4  1-2. 

London,  Oct.  22. — Governmem  have  already  re- 
ceived on'ihenew  loan  of  L27,000,000,  5,450,000  m 
money  a.n  j14,9j3.3,000  in  exchequer  bills,  leaving 
between  six  and  seven  millions  to  be  forthcoming- 

In  1788,  wnen  Pitt  came  into  power,  tiie  whoje 
expense  of  government  did  not  exceeel  if.l2,5OO.0O0i 
now  the  poor  r.iies  approach  that  sum.  [So  mtich 
for  the  pdper  sjsiem  ] 
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Expenditures  of  Great  Britain. — From  one  of  the 
latp  London  papers,  we  have  abstracted,  from  the 
official  report,  the  following  statennent  of  the  ge- 
ral  head  of  expenditure  of  the  Hritish  government, 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.  1818: 

On  account  of  the  natio7ial  debt. 
For  account  of  interest,  29,166,084  12     8i 

For  charges  of  management,  284,589  H  II5 

For  reduction  of  national  debt,    14,657,559     3  11^ 


44,108; 


8 

For  interest  on  exchequer  bills,    1,815,926  17 
For  expenses  of  the  rivilUst,      2,303,622    2 


7i 

n 


Civil  government  of  Scotland, 

130,646 

3 

4 

Other  payments,   in  anticipation 

of  exchequer  receipts,  (boun- 

ties for  fisheries,  manufactures, 

corn,  &c.) 

451,403 

10 

H 

The  navy, 

6,473,062 

13 

Qi 

The  ordnance. 

1,435,401 

9 

0 

The  army. 

9,614,864 

4 

n 

Loans  and  remittances  to  Ireland 

and  other  countries. 

33,272  18 

7 

Issues  from  appropriated  funds 

for  locil  purposes, 

42.685 

7 

4^ 

Miscellaneous  services  at  home 

and  abroad. 

2,466,483 

1 

"4 

•68,875,541  18     7i 

FHAirCB, 

One  person  is  said  to  iiave  purchased  no  less 
Ihan  20,000  horses  that  belonged  to  the  army  of 
occupation. 

KUSSXA. 

To  complete  the  Russian  army  and  navy,  a  levy 
of  recruits  is  ordered  throughoui  the  wliole  empire, 
in  the  proportion  of  two  recruits  for  every  500 
males:  instead  of  recruits,  a  sum  of  money  will  be 
accepted. 

Agoodai:t.  Tlie  peasants  of  Courland  were  all 
slaves  to  the  nobles,  like  our  negi'oe.s — the  empe- 
ror of  Russia  h?.s  liberated  them.  They  are  as  free 
— asltussiun  subjects  can  be. 

OEUMANT. 

The  puissant  sovereigns  of  Bavaria  and  Ba- 
den arceded  t)  the  holy  alliance — but  have  mar- 
shalle  •  ;heir  troops,  and  seem  actually  disposed  to 
join  issue  in  battle!  Baden,  it  is  said,  will  have 
30,000  men  underarms — a  strong  body  of  Bavari- 
ans wis  assembling  in  the  province  of  Wertzburg. 
The  cause  of  these  things  is — that  Bavaria  wants 
some  land  of  Baden.  The  controversy  is  said  to 
have  occupied  the  legitimate  congress  at  Aix-la- 
ehapelle. 

TiiC  discontent  at  Pribourg  is  so  great,  in  con- 
spquenceof  the  resolution  of  t!ie  great  council  for 
restoring  the  Jesuits,  that  several  of  the  inhabitants 
are  preparing  to  abandon  the  country,  and  emi- 
grate to  America. 

JlixiaCliapelle,  Oct.  7.  It  is  a  rumor  here,  and 
which  I  send  you  without  vouching  in  the  slightest 
degree  for  its  authenticity,  that  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, at  the  first  conference,  strongly  declared 
in  favor  of  the  evacuation,  observing,  that  war 
seemed  to  him  inevitable  if  the  army  of  occupa- 
tion did  not  quit  France.  Lord  Casllereagh,  it  is 
Said,  did  not  concur  with  !us  grace. 

TURKET. 

About  10,000  houses  were  lately  consumed  by 
nre  at  Constantinople. 

.  *Thi3  includes  495,658  11  5  for  interest,  &c.  on 
•mperial  loan;  and  56,638  4  6$  for  do.  do.  on  For- 
^"gueseloan. 


The  Wechabites  are  again  in  great  force,  and 
have  defeated  the  troops  of  the  pucha,  in  Upper 
Egypt. 

The  Greek  Christians  are  persecuting  the  Ca- 
tholics in  Syria  with  great  severity.  A  Pari.'*  paper 
of  Sept.  9,  says — At  Jerusalem,  on  the  2d  of  May, 
the  Greeks  entered  the  church  of  the  lioly  sepul- 
chre, and  so  utunercifully  beat  the  Catholic  priests 
who  were  celebrating  mass,  that  one  of  tltem  died 
of  the  blows  he  had  received.  Tlie  Greeks,  it  ap- 
pears, tolerate  all  sects  but  the  Catholics. 

BAST  IJCDTES. 

The  Ceylonese  v/ar  continues,  and  appears  ac!- 
verse  to  the  "invaders,"  as  their  force  there  was 
about  to  bfc  increased  by  nearly  4000  troops  from 
Calcutta,  &c.  A  large  number  of  the  British 
troops  lately  in  France,  it  is  said,  will  be  sent  to 
India. 

rORTCGUESE   COISS. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  addressed  to  the 
editor — Believing  lliat  the  enclosed  table  may  be  of 
service  to  some  of  your  subscribers  and  readers,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  it  to  you  for  pub- 
lication in  your  puper,  should  you  deem  it  worth 
a  place. 

Your's  respectfully,  J.  B. 

Gold  coin. 
Doubloon, 
Half  do. 

Four  Millrei,  piece. 
Two        ♦•         « 
One         *'        « 

Silver  coin' 
Three  Potoea  piece. 
Two         "         «« 
One  piece  stamped, 
but  m'k  600  reis. 
One  Potoea  piece, 
Cruz  ad  e  Nova 
Half  •« 

Quarter      •* 

A  piece  m'k  300  reis,  but 
stamped  in  the  centre. 

Copper  coin. 
Four  Ventu'  piece, 
Two  Ventir       " 
One  Ventir      « 
One  piece  m'k.  10  reis., 

i«  «t  0         c    « 

REM-iRKS.  Copper  coin."?  not 
centre  are  not  passable  at  Pernambuco — but  silver 
and  copper  coin  stamped,  do  not  pass  for  the  same* 
amount  in  Rio  Janeiro  and  the  provinces  to  the 
southward.  On  copper  at  Rio  .lan'eiro  there  is  a  loss 
of  50  per  cent,  on  that  which  is  stamped.  The  silvei' 
passes  for  the  number  of  reis  impressed  on  the 
coin.  Payments  in  Pernambuco  are  generally  made 
in  from  1-4  to  1-3  copper. 

Tiie  three  Potoea  pieces  (960  reis)  which  passes 
for  §1  20,  are  Spanish  dollars  restamped— 8  reis  1 
cent,  80  reis  10  cents,  800  reis  gl. 

Duties  payable  at  the  ports  of  Brazils  are  by 
custom  house  valuation,  which  ave  generally  raode- 
rate--for  instance,  a  barrel  of  flour  pays  from  §1 
to  SI  50  duty,  and  in  the  like  proportion  for  other 
articles. 

SOUTH  AMERICA, 

Lord  Cochrane  in  a  frigate  of  44  guns,  with  some 
otlier  vestels,  has  arrived  in  the  neighhorhnivi  of 
Margaretta.  He  was  welcomed  r'l'h  g'r&nt  rejoic- 
ings. Brion,  it  was  supposed,  wmilil  imm'*  ■  ;;^tdv 
join  him,  and  McGregor  is  said  to  have  {■ailed  frcm 


^'t  in 
12  mil 
G     " 
4     <« 
2     « 
1     " 

Jieis.         I)!s.  Cts. 

1.  800             16  00 

400               8  00 

5  CO 

2  59 

1  25 

960              1  26 
640                  80 

640                  80 
320                  40 
400                  50 
160                   20 
80                  10 

320                  40 

80                10 
40                   5 
20                 2i 

10             14- 

5                 58 

."5  not 

stamped   in   the 

Q.94 
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Enpf'.aad  wilh  3000  men.  Whfii  these  all  *ct  to- 
i-cther — the  file  of"  tUs  Spartish  power  over  Ve«e- 
z<i'-la  an)  Granada  is  sealed.  The  ['rivateers  are 
alsT  very  active,  and  have  learh'  niiiiiliiluted  the 
cornmerce  under  'he  roval  fla»^.  'f  hey  «re  churffed 
\v\V::  committing' i"nany  excesses.  A  IJiKch  fri.^'ate 
tVoST^  Ciirracoa,  and  a  15rit.ish  frigate  from  Jamaica, 
are  rrnisinp  'o  restrain  them. 

Artigris  still  harrasses  thf  Portup^ueseat  Monte 
Video  About  the  1st  of  September,  ke  hud  an 
enpfag-ement  with  them,  at  three  leaRues  flistance 
fj-r.m  their  lint's,  in  which  he  captured  200  horse*, 
and  50  or  60  men,  with  the  loPS  of  only  one  man. 

Chili  is  ijuiet.  The  patriot  army  therein  is  pre- 
prj'iiij:,'  for  an  e-:pe<!ition  to  Peru.  The  royalists 
had  evacuated  'I'alciiliana.  Tha  rich  Spuniards  of 
Peru  are  shipping'  off  their  effects,  and  many  wer» 
embarking  from  Pan.'jraa.  It  is  understood  that 
the  patriots  will  strike  at  Lima,  at  once,  as  soon 
RS  they  can  pet  ready  for  the  preat  enterprize,  in 
which  they  have  every  prospect  of  being  success- 
ful. 

Oi^  aecottnt  of  the  late  conspiracy  at  Buenos  Ay- 
r<\s,  tie  followlnij  proclarnafion  has  been  issued: 
The  niprcine  director  of  the  United  Provinces  of  La 
Plata,  to  his  feUo-.o  citizens: 
GiTTZF-Ns — A  malignant  individual,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  misery  anrl  desperation,  wliich  he  hsis 
himself  since  confessed,  formed  the  project  of 
sfi/jng-  tny  person,  with  the  in'ent  of  creating  dis 
order,  and  v.orking  a  change  in  the  present  admi- 
nis'ration,  and  also  with  a  view  ©f  betterinjr  his 
own  fortune.  Ii">  endeavoring  to  procure  accom- 
plices to  carry  his  designs  into  effect,  he  was  en- 
tangled in  the  snares  he  premeditated  for  others; 
and  he  wns  taken  by  surprise,  on  the  very  eve  ©f  ex- 
ecuting his  extravagrant  and  diaboliGv^l  machina- 
tions. He  accused,  as  the  authors  of  this  plot, 
ihree  distinguished  citizens,  rejidinfj  in  the  envi- 
rons, and  gave  a  plausibility  to  his  wretclted  cun- 
ning, by  asswming  the  appearance  of  truth  in  affect- 
ing to  denounce  !iis  pretended  associates. 

I  immediately  caused  to  be  arrested  the  three 
persons  he  accused:  the  security  of  the  public  tran- 
q".ili»y  imperiously  imposed  on  me  this  painful 
<luty.  I  then  named  a  member  of  the  executive 
rouncil,  according  to  otir  laws,  to  examine  into  this 
stfair,  tiie  result  of  which  was  that  it  did  not,  in  my 
opinion,  threwten  to  disturb  tlie  public  order;  I, 
therefore,  ordered  the  personal  liberation  of  the 
three  principals  who  were  accused.  In  the  mean 
time  the  proper  magistrates,  having  due  respect  to 
the  laws,  will  formalize  their  judgment. 

I  declare,  that  with  respeot  to  the  arrest  of  these 
persons,  the  precautionary  measures  wliich  have 
been  adopted,  were  indispens:ible,  and  thai,  no  one 
«uj!:ht  to  consider  his  honor  or  reputation  thereby 
DJured. 

As  soon  as  the  sentence  of  tht  judges  sanctions 
the  opinion  that  1  entertain  of  their  innocence,  I 
])romise  to  make  them  as  sol<dmn  satisfaction,  a&  the 
notoriety  of  their  arrest  may  rtcjuire. 

(Jitizeiis— be  tranquil;  order  c^innot  be  disttirbed, 
but  fir  the  moment  by  corisi)!rators;  the  culpable 
cah  have  no  feir  of  being  confounded  v;ith  the 
guiltless.  The  honest  man  will  always  be  conspi- 
cuous for  innocence,  even  though  the  wicked 
should  conspire  againslhim. 

I'^cUow  citizens,  this  assurance  is  the  fruits  of 
your  virtues:  I  thank|you  for  it,  and  felicitaie  you 
in  the  name  of  the  country  for  so  much  glory. 

JUAN  MARTIN  DE  PUEYKKEDON. 
Buenos  Ayres,  August  25,  1818. 


CHUONICLE. 

Charles   Coltlsborough,  esq.  hr.3  been   elected 
governor  of  Maryland.     The  votes  in  joint  ballot 
of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  stood  tlms — 
For  Mr.  (ioldsborough,  fed.  49 

Mr.  Frisby  Tilgbman,  rep.  44 

Messrs  Joh'a  E.  Howard,  jr.  Henry  TI.  Chapman, 
Henry  A  Cillis,  John  Stoops,  and  Arnold  E  Jones, 
alt  federalists,  were  elected  as  council  to  govempr 
Goldsborough  on  the  15th  inst. 

Walter  Lowrie,  esq.  is  elected  a  senator  of  the 
U.  S.  for  six  years  from  the  4'h  of  March  next, 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Licock, 
who  declined  a  re-election — the  votes  were  for  Mr. 
Lowrie  87,  fcir  Isaac  Weaver  32. 

Mr.  tiaillard  is  reelected  a  senator  of  the  U.  S. 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  from  South 
Carolina. 

Indiana. — There  are  now  nine  newspapers  pub. 
lished  in  the  State  of  Indiana  and  a  tenth  is  propos- 
ed. 

Reti'oc&ss'on  "f  JlJexandria. — A  late  grand  jury 
for  the  county  of  Alexandri'i,  recommended  a  retro- 
cession  to  t'le  state  of  Virginia,  of  that  part  of  the 
district  of  Columbia  which  lies  west  of  the  Poto- 
mac; and  appointed  a  committee  oi'nine  persons  to 
promote  the  measure. 

JMannal  Luhor.  The  6\h  regiment  of  infantry, 
stationed  al  Pittsburgh,  have  performed,  since 
the  first  of  April  last,  25,716  days  labor,  exclusive 
of  their  nciUtary  duty,  and  the  cultivation  of  a 
kitchen  garden,  whicli  will  supply  the  regimertt 
with  vegetables  until  the  next  seiison. 

Domestic  manvfacturen.  The  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  lias  issued  an  advertisement  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  supplying  materials  for  cloth- 
ing the  araiy  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  ma- 
nufactures. 

House's  Point.  A  Montreal  paper  iilarmed  us 
by  iayjng,  that  this  point  was  found  to  be  on  the 
Cunada  side  of  the  line  45.  This  is  at  least  prema- 
ture, for  we  learn  that  tliat  line  has  not  been  run. 

Missouni.  In  the  legislature,  J\'ov.  8.  The  speaker 
laid  before  the  house  the  returns  oFfree  white  male 
inhabitants,  made  to  the  office  of  the  secretary, 
and  transmitted  to  this  house  by  him,  in  obedience 
to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  passed  February 
1st,  1817.  .\lsoa  trtinscript  of  tlie  appcinionment 
of  representation  made  by  the  executive,  in  obedi- 
ence to  said  act,  which  being  read,  stands  thus:— 


Howard 

3385 

6 

reps. 

f-ac.        386 

St.  Ciifirles, 

2S66 

5 

do. 

do.          366 

St.  Louis, 

4725 

9 

do. 

do.         235 

St.  Genevieve, 

Si'OS 

4 

do. 

do.          205 

WasbingtoD, 

1  M5 

2 

do. 

do.         245 

Cape  GuMrdeau, 

2.^0.5 

5 

do. 

do.            93 

Neu^  M:idrid 

669 

1 

do. 

do.          169 

Lawrence, 

1529 

do. 

do.           29 

Arkansas,  no '} 

1 

do. 

under  old  enu- 

enumeration,  3 

meiT.tion, 

Mart/land  Irffi, 

'hitvre. 

Leave  h'js 

been  given  to 

bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  state, 
so  that  the  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple. We  have  no  hope  that  it  will  pass;  beciuse, 
the  representatives  of  the  minority  have  a  majority 
of  infJuence  to  prevent  it. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  extend  the  same  civjl  privileges  to  persons  pro- 
fcising  the  Jewish  religion,  as  are  enjoyed  by  tl»ose 
of  any  other  religi.nij  sect. 

Also  leave  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  deprive 
the  city  of  lialtimore  of  that  part  of  her  revenue 
heretofore  derived  from  sales  at  auction — and  t* 
tas  brokers  and  lottery  office  keepers. 
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Lake  J^1ich!gan  un/l  thn  Mi^ihsippi.  It  seem*  to 
be  agreed  upon,  tbat  a  water  roinmiinication  be- 
tween lake  MicLi)<3n  and  tlie  Aljssi«sjppi,  may  be 
fdectef],  {kt  a  very  small  expense.  The  flat  country 
between  them  gentiy  discliarj^es  its  waters  ejtheiv 
v-ay,  and  the  great  river  Illinois,  from  the  mildness 
of  its  current,  is  called  "i-alher  a  canal  than  a 
river."  Indeed,  ther'.-  is  already  a  water  conimu- 
nicition  between  t!ie  1  >ke  :hu1  I'iver  in  the  wet  sea- 
son, when  bo:its,  farryinij  10  or  12  tonH,  pass  a;>d 
repass  witiiout  difficiiUy.  When  the  waters  are 
hiw,  there  is  a  portHg-e  of  a  few  miles.  Thousands 
of  boats  are  said  to  have  be^-n  at  S'.  Louis,  which 
have  made  a  passage  from  tJie  lake. 

We  have  accounts  of  the   progress  of  the  expe- 
dition to  the  Ytilmv  Sfniie.     The  reported  difbcul 
ties  in  the  navigation  of  vhe  Mis'iouri,  appear  to  be 
greater  to  the  imatriiiaiion  than  in  reality. 

lievenw;.  The  X:<uoQal  Intellifjejicer  says— "A 
vppy  sa;  is  factory  statement  from  the  secretary  of 
t'le  treasury,  was  compaunicated  to  the  senate  yes- 
tf'rdaj.on  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  re- 
venue. The  stJitement  furnished  a  comparative 
view  of  the  amount  of  revenue  accruing'  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  in  the  two  first  cju^.rters  of  the  years 
1817  and  1818— furnishing,  in  the  languuge  of  the 
secretary,  presumptive  evidence  that  the  act  of 
last  session, supplementary  tu  the  collection  laws, 
hts  hud  the  bappi'^st  efiecls  in  the  pievfntian  of 
friudson  the  revinue.  The  facts  fi-om  which  tlif 
cnnclusion  is  drawn,  are,  that  the  duties  secured 
dnri  ig  the  latter  period,  (under  the  present  act) 
exceed  tljose  of  the  former  period,  nearly  fmu  mil- 
//oHs  of  dollars;  that  t!iis  increase  is  exclusivfrty 
confined  to  articles  psying  ad  valorem  dutiL-s;  and 
thai,  while  the  duties  upon  imports  have  greatly 
increased,  the  duty  on  the  tonni'ge  eng.sged  In  the 
importation  of  foreign  mercl;andi2e  has  more  con- 
siderably diminished. 


wives  of  soldiers.  Six  ri;en  of  tlie  detachment,  only 
es'-.aped,  four  of  whom  were  wouiided.  Tliey  r>'. 
port  that  the  sti-c-ngth  of  the  C'lnent  at  the  point 
of  attack  hMd  obliged  the  li- ut.  to  keep  his  boat 
near  the  shore;  that  the  Indians  hsid  rornied  alon;^ 
the  bank  of  iheriver,  and  were  not  dis<-,ov<_rc  I  Mniil 
their  lire  had  commenced;  in  the  first  V')!lry  of 
wliich  It.  Scolt  and  !iis  most  vabiable  men  fclL 

'i'be  lieutenant  und  iiis  parly  hi;'',  heeri  S'-tt  Worn 
ti;ii  place  sgnie  d.ivs  befwve,  to  assist  m:'j''r  ?vl(ih- 
lenberg  in  ascending  the  river  with  three  ves<-e!s 
laden  with  military  stores,  brought  from  Montgo- 
mery and  Mobile.  Tlie  ujajor,  irisiead  of  retaini'ij^. 
the  party  to  assist  him,  as  I  had  advised,  (':ee  the 
enclosure.  No.  2)  retained  only  about  20  men,  <"nd 
in  their  place  put  a  like  number  of  sick,  v.'iih  the 
women,  and  some  regimental  clotiiing.  'i";!p  boat, 
thus  laden,  was  detached  alone  fjr  this  place.  It 
is  due  to  m  ijor  .Muhlenberg  to  observe,  that,  at 
the  time  he  detached  the  boat,  I  have  reajw>n  lo 
believe  he  was  not  apprised  of  any  recent  hosti'i- 
ties  having  taken  place  in  this  quarter.  Jt  pppears, 
however,  fron\  It  Scoti's  >etter,  received  abou*:  th« 
hour  in  which  he  was  attached,  (enclosure  No.  3) 
that  hekad  been  warned  of  the  danger.  Upon  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  1  had  two  boats  fitted  out- 
with  covers  and  port  liul'.s,  for  defence,  and  de- 
tached capt.  Clinch,  vith  an  officer  and  forty  men, 
witli  an  order  to  secure  the  mov?ment  of  ll.  Scott, 
aiul  then  to  assist  maji^r  Muhlenberg. 

The  detacbmeot  embarked  late  in  the  ev^^ningof 
the  30th  and  must  h:ae  {,)  issed  the  scene  of  action 
below  at  night,  and  some  hoirs  after  the  sffiiji'  tf-r- 
minated.  1  have  not  yet  heard  from  captain  Clincl;. 
I  shall  i'iiijr.edialely  strengthen  the  deiaclmient 
under  muj or  MuJjk'ub  rg  ^vi-.h  unotbecboat.  secur- 
ed  against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will,  ther^^fore, 
move  v,\)  with  safety,  keeping  near  the  middle  of 
the  river.  I  sh«!l  moreover  take  a  position,  with 
my  principal  force,  at  the  jutiction  of  tlse  river,  near 
the  line,  and  shall  attack  any  vessel  thatmavat- 
tempt  to  intercept  our  vessel  and  sup'.'"es  below, 
as  I  feel  ])ersuaded  the  order  of  the  pre^i  lent,  pro. 
hibitiug  an  attack  upon  the  Indians  belo»  the  line, 
b;'.s  reference  only  to  the  past,  and  not  to  »he  pre- 
sent or  future  outrages,  such  is  ihe  one  just  now 
perpetrated,  and  such  as  shall  place  our  troops 
sirlcily  svithiu  ilie  pale  of  naiur.il  law,  wiier  ;•  stif- 
defcnce  is  sanctioneii  by  the  privilege  of  self  pre- 
servation. The  wounded  men  who  made  \\:-\v  es- 
cape, concur  in  the  opinion,  that  they  h-»d  s^en  up. 
Wards  of  jOO  hostile  Indinn  warriors,  at  difi^rent 
places  below  tiie  point  of  atiark.  Of  the  fcrc?  en- 
gaged they  ddl'er  iu  opinion;  !)ut  all  agree  t!i:,t  the 
ntunber  was  very  consiiderablo,  extending  about 
150  yards  along  the  shore,  in  the  edge  of  a  stvi^mp 


Seminole  War. 

OrriCIAIi  DOCUMENTS  TE.iN8Mn"rF.U  KV  THE  PRESirr.XT 
TO  COXOUKSS 

Letters  from  major  rfoifrnl  l^.  P.  Gaines  to  the  ivar 
(hl'drtinent. 
Head  quarters,  I'ort  Seotf,  Geo.  Decen'ber2J,  1817. 

Sin — 1  had  the  jjoi:-.'/  to  rtctne,  ou  Uie  'ibat  ul- 
timo, your  commu;)icati')n  of  t!ie30tii  October. 

I  am  very  ha])py  to  find  tliat  the  preshleat  ap- 
proves of  my  niovcnient,  but  I  mii^h  regret  that 
his  just  expeclatio.is,  as  lo  the  effect  there  was 
reason  to  believe  would  be  prqi'.uced  on  the  minds 
of  the  Indians  by  this  movement,  have  not  beer, 
realised.  I  am  now  quite  convinced,  tha»  t!\e  hos- 
tility of  these  Indians  is,  aod  h.as  long  since  been, 

of  so  deep  a  character,  as  to  leave  no  ground  to  lOr  thick  woods.  I  am  assured  by  the  tVieitflly  chief", 
calculate  upon  traiupiility,  or  the  future  security  jthat  the  hostile  warriors  of  every  town  upon  tbe 
of  otu- frontier  settlen;e'.:ts,  until  the  towns  soirJi  !  Chatahoochie  prepared  canoes,  and  p'isi-,ed  oft' 
and  Cist  of  this  pl:ic' sliall  receive  a  signal  proof  of  j  down  the  river  to  joiu  the  SeminoUs,  as  soon  as 
our  ability  and  willingness  to  retaliate  for  every  |  the  account  of  my  movement  fro:r»  the  Alabama, 
ot!trao:e.     It  is  no-.v  my  p'iinful  duly  to  report  an  at'- 1  reached  ihem. 

fair  of  a  more  serious  and  decisive  nature  than  has!  I'he  ludiaus  nowretxiaining  tipon  theCha'alioochie 
heretofore  occurred,  and  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  1 1  have  reason  to  beli-.ve,  are  well  disposed.  O.ie 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  application  of  force,  of '.he  new  settlers,  however,  has  recently  been  kiU 
aiid  ac'ive  measures  on  our  part.  A  large  parly  '  led,  but  it  lias  been  clearly  proved,  that  the  mu-- 
of  Seminole  1  idians,  o:-!  the  jOth  ult.  formed  an  am-  dtrer  iiad  beUinged  lo  the  hostile  party.  Thf^ 
buscade  upon  the  Appalacliicola  river,  a  miie  fj-'eodiy  chiefs  in  the  neighborhood,  when  apprised 
below  ihe  juncuon  of  ihe  Flint  and  C'atahoochic,  of  the  murder,  assembled  a  pwty,  and  senl  in  DUr- 
aitacked  one  of  our  boats  i;scendii)g  near  the  siiore,  .«U)t  of  the  ofiender,  and  followed  him  to  Flint  ri- 
and  killed,  wounded  and  took  the  greater  part  of  ver,  on  the  route  to  -M-ckasukee,  whither  he  e.-ica- 
the  detachment,  consisiing  of  4U  men,  comm  ir.ded  ped.  O  >iihi-jo,  and  several  other  fV-e- :'lv  el)iefs- 
by  heut.  Fl.  W.  Scoit,  of  the  7ih  infantry.  There  have  ofiVred  me  their  services,  with  tiieir  warriors,' 
were  also  on  board,  killed  or  taken,/  women,  the  [to  go  atj&inst  the  Semiauies.    i  have  [H'omised  to 


£96 


NILES'  llEGiSTER    DECEMBER  1 9,  1 81 8~ SEMINOLE  WAR. 


give  ihem  notic?  fi^t^e  time  iliat  may  be  fixed  for 
my  departure,  :>nd  then  to  accept  their  services. 
The  enclosii'"''  No.  1,  contains  the  substan-^e  of 
what  I  have  said  to  the  chiefs  who  have  visiiecl  me; 
neveril  of  wliam  reside  south  of  the  Spanish  line; 
and  west  of  Ajjpalachicola  river.  It  was  expected 
bv  the  chiefi,  'hat  I  sliould  communicate  to  them 
my  views  and  wishes.  I  felt  authorised  to  say  but 
little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary,  iu  what  I  stiould 
say,  -o  endeavor  to  coun'.eract  the  ftrroneous  ini- 
pres^iinsby  which  they  have  been  misled  by  pre- 
tended Rritisii  agents. 

I  hope  the  president  will  see,  in  what  I  have  said, 
notl'ing'  to  disipprovr.  1  feel  persua^Vxl  a  report  ot 
ti<e  various  talks  \sMch  I  received  from  t]\e  cliiefs, 
would  shew  the  propriety  of  what  I  have  said  to 
tbem.  8och  a  rep«jrt  I  have  not  a  moment's  time 
now  to  make.  The  Indians  are  at  this  moment  fir- 
ing at  our  ca?jip  fioai  the  opposite  line  of  the  river 

1  have  the  imnor  to  be,  most  r^'spertfullv,  your 
obedient  servant,  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Mojor  g-enersil  by  brevet^  commanding'. 

To  the  hon.  secretary  of  war,  Washington  oily. 

(BNCI.OSEn  1  '  THKAF.OVE.1 

No.  J. 
Chiefs  and  -it-arriors—  i'l^e  president  of  the  United 
States  has  been  i'lformed  of  the  murders  and  thefts 
cbmmitted  by  the  lioslile  Iodi.-ns  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  He  iias  authorised  general  Jackson 
to  arrest  ti.e  offenders,  and  cause  justice  to  be  done. 
The  Indians  have  been  required  in  deliver  up  the 
murderers  of  our  citizens,  and  the  stolefi  property; 
butthoy  refused  to  deliver  either.  They  have  had 
a  council  at  Mickasukee,  in  which  they  have  de- 
termined upon  war.  They  have  been  at  war  against 
lielpleas  women  and  children;  let  them  now  calcu- 
late upon  fighting  men.  We  have  long  known  that 
we  had  enemies  east  of  the  river;  we  likewise  know 
we  have  some  friends;  but  they  are  so  mixed  to- 
gether we  cannot  always  distintruish  the  one  from 
theoiier.  The  president,  wishing  to  do  justice  to 
liis  red  friends  and  children,  has  given  orders  for 
the  bad  ta  be  separated  from  the  good.  Tho.se 
who  !iave  taken  up  arms  against  him,  and  such  as 
have  listened  to  the  bad  talks  of  theyjeople  beyond 
the  sea,  must  go  to  Mickasukee,  Suwaney,  where 
we  wish  to  find  tliem  together.  Rut  all  those  who 
were  our  friends  in  the  war,  will  sit  still  jil  tlieir 
Jiomes,  in  peace.  We  will  p«y  them  for  what  meat 
they  have  to  sell  us  We  will  ne  their  friends,  and, 
when  tney  are  i)ungry,we  will  give  them  meat.  The 
hostde  ,>arty  pretend  to  calculate  wpon  help  from 
the  Britis;i;  ihey  may  a«  well  look  for  soldiers  from 
the  moon  lo  'lelp  them.  Their  warriors  were  beat- 
en, tiid  di'iven  from  our  country,  by  American 
troop-;.  The  English  are  not  able  to  help  them- 
Kelve;;  how  then  should  they  help  the  old  •'rc-.i 
sticks,"  whom  they  have  ruined  by  pretended 
friendship? 

No  2. 
• .  Fart  Scott,  J^fovember       1817. 

Sir — The  waters  having  risen  sufficiently  high  to 
f  nable  you  to  ascend  the  river  with  all  the  vessels, 
T  *is'i  you  lo  lo  so,  though  it  should  take  longer 
than  I  iiud  anticipated.  You  can  avail  yourself  of 
tlie  aid  of  lieutenant  Scott's  detachment,  to  expe- 
dite your  movement  hither.  Kwp  your  vessels 
near  'o  each  other;  and,  should  you  meet  any  insu- 
perable obstacles,  endeavor  to  apprise  me  thereof, 
and  you  shall  have  additional  reiief.  V.'islnngto 
fee  you  Sion,  wilh  your  fleet,  1  remain, wi'.h  great 
regard,  your  obedient  servant,  E  P.  GAINES. 
To  major  Mu!ilenberg,   com?i)andingtl>e  U.  States 

.tJ^oyps  ascending  Appalachicola  river. 


No  3. 
S;>nnisk  B\„f,  2Bth  Xuvembev,  1817- 
Srn-— Enclosed  you  will  receive  m;tior  jNIuMen- 
herg's  communication,  which  he  directs  me  to  for. 
ward  lo  )'c)U  by  express    from  this  place.    Mr.  Ham, 
h!y  informs  me,  that  Indians  are  assembling  at  the 
jtmctioii  of  the  river,  where  they  intend  to  make  a 
stand    a;:;'L»inst  those   vessels  coming  up  the  river. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  I  am   not  able  to  make  a 
stand  ag.iinst  tliein.  My  command  does  not  exceed 
forty  men,  und  one  half  sick,  and  without  arms.    I 
leave  this  immediately. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]{   AV.  SCOTT, 
.     Lieut.  7th  inf.  commanding  detachmen  t. 

Note,— The  bearer  of  tliis  is  entitled  to  three 
dollars  on  delivering  this  letter.  The  Indians  have 
ft  report  here,  tha  Indians  have  beaten  the  white 
people. 

Ilrad  qiiarteJs,  fort  Hawkins,  6a.  Dec.  15,  1S17. 

Sir — I  arrived  at  this  pi  »ce  tlie  day  before  yes- 
terd;»y  Tnorning.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
I  received  th«  de'.achment  of  Georgia  militia, 
under  the  conimand  ofbrig.dier    general  Glascock. 

Tkey  lo  k  well,  and  are  re:idy  to  march;  but  the 
inattenfion  on  thepupt  of  the  contractor's  agent  to 
the  requisitions  for  a  supply  of  rations,  will,  1  ap- 
prehend, according  to  custom,  delay  the  move- 
ment of  the  oiilitia,  until  some  part  of  the  frontier 
settlements  suffer  by  the  Indians,  who,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  detacli  consid-^rable  parties  for  this 
purpose,  as  soon  as  they  find  themselves  unable  to 
suocsed  in  anyatiempt  against  the  regular  troops 
at  fort  Scott;  and  I  think  it  cannot  be  long  before 
they  are  convinced  of  this.  Cut  although  I  consi- 
der tlie  regular  tioop.s  secure  in  the  positions  they 
occupy^ye  lam  satisfied  their  numbers  will  not 
warrant  their  being  detached,  or  leaving  their  pla- 
ces of  defence,  except  to  a  very  small  extent. 

Ihavej'ist  now  received  Mr.  Gra!iam'><  letter  of 
the  2diiiyt.  The  views  of  the  president,  so  fiiras 
may  depend  on  me,  shall  be  scrupulously  observed. 
I  should  instantly  discharge  the  Georgia  militia, 
were  I  not  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief,  that 
surh  a  step  would  hazurd  tiio  safety  of  the  frontier 
s-^ttlements.  The  Scmiiiole  Indians,  however 
strang^e  and  absurd  it  may  nppear  to  those  wlio  un- 
derstand little  of  their  real  character  and  extrema 
ignorance,  entertain  a  notion  that  they  cannot  be 
beaten  by  our  troops.  Tliey  confidently  assert, 
that  we  never  have  ne;iten  tliem,  or  any  of  their 
people,  except  when  we  have  been  assisted  by  the 
"red  people." 

This  will  appear  the  less  extraordinary  when  it 
is  recollected  that  they  liave  little  or  no  means  of 
kno'A'ing  ihestreigth  .snd  resource*  of  ourc  )untry 
they  have  not  travelled  through  it;  they  readnei-; 
ther  books  or  newsp.ijiers.norhave  they  opportuni- 
ties of  conversing  with  persons  able  to  inftjrm  lliem. 

I  feel  warranted,  from  all  I  know  of  these  sava- 
ges, in  saying,  they  do  not  believe  we  can  beat 
thero. 

This  error  of  theirs  has  led  them,  from  time  to 
lime,  for  many  years  past,  to  niitssacre  our  frontier 
citizens,  often  the  unoffending  and  helpless  mother 
and  babes.  I  felt  myself  fully  authorised  to  adopt 
the  only  measures  whicii  long-experience  has  pro- 
ven to  be  adequate,  to  put  a  stop  to  these  outra- 
ges. ]  was  pleised  with  the  prospect  of  being  in- 
s'nimental  in  ellectuig  an  object  of  so  mucJi  im- 
portance to  our  e.Koosed  frontier  settlements,  and 
■vtiich  I  felt,  and  still  feel,  persuaded  would  in  the 
end  beuetit  the  Indians. 
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'  Tf,pstepsl '^ave  rtkenareksviwutol'ie  'l-part 
^enf  ofwar.  Vou  can  more  readily  conceive,  tlian 
i  dr-i-iije,  the  mortification  and  disappointment  I 
liave  experienced  in  beinf?  compelled  to  suspend 
or  abandon  my  measures,  at  a  moment  when  the 
loss  of  It.  Scott  and  liis  party  had  given  the  enemy 
anoecnsion  for  triumph,  and  a  certain  prospect  of 
increasing  his  strenplh,  by  enli^tins?  against  us  all 
who  had  before  wavered  or  hesitated. 

Permit  me  then  to  repeat  my  request  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  return. 

There  is  little  ground  to  apprehnrd  that  we  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  follow  the  Indians  far  beyond 
llienational  boundary.  They  are  now  to  be  found 
in  very  considerable  parties  «n  our  side  of  the  line. 

I  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  sending  to 
Flint  river,  by  way  of  Hartford,  the  detachment  of 
militia  under  general  Glascock. 

My  endeavors  to  put  the  detachment  in  motion 
will  delay  tnv  own  smvement  until  tlie  17th  iost.  at 
which  time  I'shall  resume  my  march  to  Point  I'etre. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  the  well  informed  of 
Ihispnrt  of  the  covmtry  (who  have  by  .some  means 
unknown  to  me  been  advised  of  our  intention  to 
take  Amelia  Island)  that  our  troops  there  will  meet 
with  no  opposinon.— Should  this  be  tiie  case,  1 
shall  return  to  fort  Scott  without  delay. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 
py.niUND  p.  GAINKS,  muj.  gen.  corod. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoujt,  sec  of  war. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  tuKretart) 
ofiuar,  dated, 
Head  quarters,  Hartford,  Geo,  Tanuaiy  9,  1BI8. 

SiR-I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  my  way  to 
this  place,  the  5th  Instant,  by  express  from  fort 
Hawkins,  your  very  acceptable  letters  of  the  9th 
and  I6lh  of  last  month. 

The  instructions  they  contain  shall  be  regarded 
with  the  attention  which  their  importance  demands. 

I  received,  by  the  same  express,  several  reports 
up  to  the  21st  December,  from  It,  col.  Arbuckle, 
andm.'ijor.Mulslenberg,  copies  of  which  I  enclose 
liere*ith,  No.  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

By  these  reports  it  appears,  tliat  the  principal 
force  of  the  enemy  (between  800  and  1200)  has 
been  assembled  on  the  Appalachicola,witb  a  \ievv 
tocutofTour  supplies  ordered  up  that  river,  and 
that  the  detachment,  with  the  vessels,  has  suHered 
severe  annoyance,  and  some  loss. 

1  do  notanpreliesd  that  we  shall  lose  a  vessel,  ar 
that  any  serious  consequences  to  the  troops  at  fort 
Scott,  will  result  from  the  delay  and  difficulty  of 
obtaining  supplies  by  that  channel;  the  supply  of 
flour  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  present  month, 
and  there  is  likewise  a  considerable  supply  of  corn 
at  the  fort,  and  beef  cattle  in  the  neighborhood. 
Ofsslted  pork,  there  can  be  but  little,  until  the  ar- 
rival in  the  river  of  thirty  thousand  rations,  and 
with  every  other  requisite  supply,  ordered  in  the 
early  part  of  last  month  from  Mobile,  and  which 
may  be  brought  up  the  river  in  the  covered  ball- 
proif  boats  wnich  have  been  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose. But,  to  guard  against  every  untoward  ob- 
stacle in  tiiat  quarter,  I  liave  ordered  supplies 
from  this  place  and  fort  Hawkins,  part  of  which 
are  now  on  the  w:iy,  and  will  be  deposited  at  a 
work  now  constructing  by  the  detachment  under 
gen.  Glascock,  on  Fiini  river,  at  the  Chehaw  vil- 
lage, six'y  miles  above  fort  Scott,  whence  the  sup- 
plies wiilbetakm  in  ball-proof  boats,  and  I  have 
stror.g  ground  to  believe  they  v/ill  be  at  fo'-t  Scott 
'^ytitt  ';4thofthe  present  month,  at  which  time  1 


calculate  up^n  being  a'-.le  to  concentrate  my  force, 
and  shall  lose  no  time  in  attempting  a  decisive  blow, 
which  I  trust  will  term  inate  the  war. 

I  have  received  information  that  a  party  of  In- 
dians entered  the  settlement  near  Tr.ider's  Hill,  a 
few  days  past,  killed  a  woman,  and  took  off  some 
three  or  four  negroes.  T  had  previously  ordered  a 
detachment  ofartilhry  from  Amelia  Island,  with 
two  companies  of  tiie  militia  taken  from  gen. 
Floyd's  division,  to  take  post  at  Traders' Hill,  for 
the  defence  of  that  settlement.  I  have  reason  td 
believe  the  artillery  arrived  at  the  Hill,  about  the 
time  t!ie  murder  was  committed,  and  the  luilitia 
soon  after,  and  that  the  Indians  were  ptu-sued. 

The  reiidue  of  militia  taken  from  gen.  Floyd's 
division  (five  co.mpanics)  are  ordered  to  this  place 
to  reinforce  gen.  filascock's  com;nand,  excepting 
one  company,  which  will  be  posted  near  the  big 
bend  of  O.ikmulgee. 

The  detachment  under  gen.  Glascock,  delayed 
by  rainy  v/eather,  bad  roads,  and  want  of  punctua- 
lity in  the  contractor's  department,  may  riot  be  able 
to  form  a  junction  with  the  United  States'  troops 
in  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  before  their  terna 
of  service  expires,  which  will  be  early  in  next 
month:  I  have,  therefore,  requested  of  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  of  this  .sts'.e  an  additional  foroe 
to  assemble  at  this  place  the  first  of  next  month,  to 
consist  of  f()ur  battalions  of  infantry,  and  four  rom- 
paniee  of  riflemen,  for  three  months,  which  I  hope 
will  meet  your  approbation. 

[EsrcLosiin  is  tue  above.] 
No.  1. 
Fort  Scon,  20lh  December,  1817. 

Silt — Since  the  day  of  your  departure  1  have  noi 
received  the  least  information,  except  by  Indians, 
from  Fort  Gaines;  and  I  have  no  itiformation  whate- 
ver of  the  Georgia  militif;,  or  M'Intosh's  Indians. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  brevet  rr.a^ 
jor  Muhlenburg's  letter  to  me  of  the  16th  inst. 
which  will  apprise  you  of  his  situation.  The  armed 
boat  I  sent  down  yesterday,  under  the  command  of 
capt.  Hlackstone,  with  a  supply  of  Hfteen  days'.s 
provisions  for  the  men  on  board  the  vessel,  and 
some  materials  to  better  secure  them  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy:  1  had  the  boat  so  altered  as  to  make 
her  convenient  to  carry  forv.ard  an  anchor;  by 
wliich  means  the  vessels  v/ill  be  enabled  to  pro- 
gress slowly,  and,  I  think,  will  reach  this  in  eight 
or  ten  days,  unassisted  by  the  wind;  they  are  about 
thirty  miles  below. 

1  shall  do  every  thing  the  force  under  my  com 
mand  will  permit,  without  hazarding  too  much,  to 
draw  tiie  attention  of  the  enemy  frotn  the  vessels; 
whose  force,  from  the  best  information  T  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  is  between  800  and  1200  Indians  and 
negi-oes,  and  increasing  daily.  On  the  13th  inst. 
Hambly  and  Doyle  were  made  prisoners  by  this 
party,  and  (  presume  killed,  and  their  property  of 
every  discription  taken  possessipn  of.  Tli^  chief, 
Wm.  Perryman,  who  had  gone  down  witii  a  jiarty 
to  protect  Hambly  and  Doyle,  was  Ivilled,  and  hi* 
men  forced  to  join  t!ie  opposite  parly;  All  the  In- 
dians on  the  Chatahoochie  below  fort  Gaines,  who 
are  not  disposed  to  go  to  war,  I  fear,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  remove  above  for  security. 

The  present  war  with  these  Indians  will  require 
a  much  t;reater  force  than  was  contemplated,  t6 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  favorable  conclusion.  Ca- 
pechinico,  <^>r  the  princip.d  cliiefof  the  Mickasuky 
town,  is  in  command  of  ail  tlie  hostile  Indians. 

I  have  a  large  keel  boat  on  the  stock--,  and  shoulr! 

I  not  be  deceived,    will  liave  iier  in  a  condition  fi;r 

I  service  in  twunl};  days  at  farthest:  she  will  jran.?- 
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port  from  vhree  to  four  hundred  barrels,  and  will 
be  ronstnicted  to  navigate  Ihe  Appalachicola  river 
Willi  SHfety  and  despatch. 

In  consf-qiience  of  the  situation  of  our  vessels, 
and  the  dlffirully  of  supplying^  fort  Hughes,  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  recal  the  command:  durina^  the 
time  c.«pt.  M'I'itosh  commanded  t!iat  post,  he  was 
surrounded  by  a  larjje  force,  and  his  arrangemenis 
were  such  as  to  do  him  much  credit;  he  did  the 
tMiemy  some  injury,  and  had  no  men  killed  or 
wounded. 

There  is  but  about  twenty  days  rations  of  meat 
on  hand  at  this  post.  I  have  sent  the  contractor's 
a^ent  to  fort  Gaines  to  forward  beef,  and,  if  he 
titiould  be  disappointed  there,  have  directed  him  to 
proceed  further. 

1  am,  sir,  Sir.  &c. 

M.  AUSJUCKLE,rieut.  col.  comdg. 
Major  general  E,  P.  Gaines. 

No.  2. 
Keat  the  Ockesee  Town, on  the  Apimlachicola  river,") 
Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  18,  1817.  5 
Sir — On  Mondav  morning  the  trttisncrts  wereat- 
ta-ked  by  the  Indians  from  both  sides  of  the  river, 
wiih  a  henvy  firs  of  small  arms.  We  returned  their 
fire,  the  firing  has  continued  ever  since.  We  have 
lost  two  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  most  of  them 
eeverely;  whether  we  have  injured  tliem  any,Iam 
unable  to  say.  We  are  now  compelled  to  remain 
liere,  as  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  carry  out  a  warp, 
as  a  man  cuinot  show  himself  above  tlie  bulwark 
without  b^ing  fired  on.  I  cm  assure  you  that  our 
presf-nt  situation  is  not  thi  most  pleasant,  not 
knowing  how  soon,  or  whether  we  are  to  receive 
succor  from  above. 

The  wounded  are  in  but  a  bad  situation,  owing 
to  the  vessel's  being  much  crowded,  and  it  is  im- 
])OtiEi'ile  to  make  them  anyways  comfortable  on 
bonrd.  Not  having  any  otiicr  means  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  I  am  compelled  to  despatch  the  keel 
boat  under  the  command  of  captain  Clinch,  with 
instructions  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  fori 
Scott. 

1  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon,  with  instructions 
how  1  am  to  proceed  in  my  present  situation. 
With  respect,  &c. 

P.  MUHLKXRERG,  brevet  major. 

r.  S.  We  have  but  a  few  days  provision  on  hand, 

the  men  have  been  on  half  allowance  for  some  time 

No.  3. 
Fort  Scoit,  2lsl  December,  1817. 

Sir — Since  closing  my  letter,  the  keel  boat  arriv- 
eJ  from  tlie  vessels  below  with  some  wounded. 

iMnjor  Muhlenberg  states,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
vessels  to  get  up,  the  shore  being  lined  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  with  Indians  and  Negroes,  wlio 
k^ep  up  a  constant  fire  on  tliem.  lie  has  detei 
mined,  if  the  boat  does  not  return  to  liim  tliis  even- 
ing, to  drop  down  and  try  lo  get  to  the  bay.  The 
boat  will  leave  this  under  the  command  of  major 
'J'riggs  at  12  o'clook  tx)-day,  and  will  reach  them 
by  sun  down,  provided  it  is  not  interrupted  in  its 
descent. 

i  shall  endeavor  te  keep  up  an  intercourse  with 
them  (by  means  of  the  keel  boat)  until  we  can  get 
the  ammunition  from  on  board,  and  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity they  will  be  compelled  to  drop  down  the 
bay;  in  doing  which,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will 
suffer  severely. 

You  have  herewith  a  copy  of  brevet  major  Muh- 
lenberg's letter  of  the  19th  inst.  He  appears  dissa- 
tisfied that  more  has  not  been  done  for  his  relief; 
in  this  nothing  shall  be  omitted  tbiit  the  force  here 
can  efi'ect. 


Should  I  attempt  to  march  against  the  enemy 
with  all  the  force  here,  with  the  intention  of  remov- 
ing Iiim  from  tlie  river.  I  am  confident  1  should  not 
succeed,  and  at  best  would  sustain  a  very  considera- 
bie  loss. 

Mpn  and  means  of  every  description  are  greatly 
wanting  here,  and,  should   any  misfortune    happen* 
to  the  vessels,  we  have  not  half  a  supply  of  amtnu- 
nilion,  and  not  a  single  stand  of  spare  arms. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  you  since  your  de- 
parture. 

I  am,  sir,  &r.  &c. 

M.  ARitUCKLE,  licAlt.  col.  comdg. 

Major  Genepal  E.  P.  Gaines. 

No.  4. 
A'e7v  Ockesee  Totm,  19/ft  Dec.  1817. 
StH — Yours  by  captain  Blackston  was  received  at 
12  o'clock  this  morning,  and  was  in  hopes  that  you 
would  have  been  able  to  afford  some  relief  to  the 
command,  as  our  situation  demanded  that  some- 
thing should  have  been  done  immediately:  that  we 
are  not  able  to  progress  is  evident,  as  we  have  the 
enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  therefore  im- 
practicable to  carry  out  a  warp.  Had  we  not  heard 
from  you  by  the  keel  boat  this  morning,  it  was  de- 
cided tiiat  we  should  have  attempted  to  return  to 
the  bay  this  evening.  I  shall  now  despatch  the 
keel  boat  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Gray,  and 
try  to  retain  our  present  position  until  the  night  of 
the  21st. 

In  case  we  should  not  hear  from  you,  or  be  rein- 
forced by  land,  we  siiall  make  the  attempt  to  reach 
the  bay.  For  further  particulars,  I  refer  you  to 
lieut.  Gray. 

With  respect,  ht:. 

P.  MUHLENBERG,  major.  ' 
Lieut,  col.  Ahbuckle. 

Head  quarters,  Hartford,  Geo.  January  23,  IBH. 

Sir — I  have  received  this  day,  from  lieutenant 
colonel  Arbuckle,  reports  of  the  state  of  his  com- 
mand up  to  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  and 
from  brig.  g^eo.  Glascock  up  to  yesterday's  date, 
copies  of  wliich  I  have  the  honor  to  ejjclose  here- 
with.    No.  1  to  6. 

By  these  communications,  you  will  perceive  that 
whatever  has  been,  or  can  be  said,  of  the  desire  of 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  lay  down  their  arms  and" 
make  peace,  there  is,  in  reality,  no  prospect  of 
peace,  without  beating  them  into  a  conviction  of 
the  danger  and  evil  eiiects  of  a  war  with  us;  and,  I 
feel  persuaded  that  a  peace  made  with  thern  at 
this  time,  would  be  followed  by  scenes  of  more 
daring  outrage  tlian  those  which  our  frontier  set- 
tlements have  heretofore  sutfc-red. 

1  have  learned  from  an  officer  lately  at  Fort 
Hawkins,  that  there  is,  in  the  post  office  at  that 
place,  a  letter  from  ti;e  department  of  war  to  major 
general  Jackson.  In  the  hope  of  seeing  him,  and 
ascertaining  his  views  upon  the  subject  of  ow 
operations  in  this  quarter,  and  to  provide  for  sup- 
plying the  additional  detachmeni  of  militia  ordered 
to  this  place,  1  have  delayed  my  movement  to  Fort 
Scott,  until  1  see  or  hear  from  the  general,  or  from 
the  department  of  war. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

EIJ.MUND  P.  GAIXES. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Caliioun,  sec'y  of  war. 

[ekclosed  in  the  above.] 
No.  1. 
J'oRT  Scott,  Dec.  27,  1818. 

Sin — Enclosed,  you  will  receive  a  copy  ot  a  let" 
ter  i  received  yesterday  from  capt.  Irvin.  Can  the 
information  given  by  the  Indian  expresses  be  true.' 
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The  artaed  boat  returned  from  the  vessel  in  the 
\ppalachlcola  river  yesterday,  and,  although  they 
have  not  progressed  much,  I  was  greatly  gratified 
to  be  inforrced  that  no  men  had  been  killed  or 
voiinded  on  board  of"  them,  except  those  I  inform- 
ed you  of  ii^  T^y  communications  of  the  20lh  and 
21<t  inst. 

I  consider  the  situation  of  these  vessels  mucL 
more  safe  than  when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  and  hnve 
little  doubt  I  shall  have  them  here  in  ten  dajs 
from  this  time,  or,  if  not,  I  can  unload  them  vvitl» 
jafety  below,  and  have  them  returned  to  the  bay. 

I  have  no  information  respecting  the  Georgia 
miiitia,  or  Mcintosh  and  his  Indians,  except  what 
ii  coQiained  in  tlie  enclosed. 

I  have  not  henrd  of  provisions  being  on  the  way 
from  Fort  Hawkins,  nor  have  I  rcceiv°<l  a.  line  from 
vou  since  your  departure  from  tliis  post. 
'      1  am,  &c.  M.  ARBUCKTX, 

Lieut,  col.  corcmanding. 

afaj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  St.  Mary's,  Geo. 

No.  2. 
Fort  Gaisf.s,  23d.  Dec.  1817. 
^m — I  received  yoiir's  by  Mr.  L.ivcock,  last 
evening,  expressing  a  wisli  to  liear  from  this  post. 
This  is  tlie  third  a'lempt  that  I  have  made  to  give 
you  news  fVom  here;  ibis  same  man  was  made  pri- 
soner on  his  way  to  yoiu-  post,  and  a  second  time 
comoel'.ed  to  veuirn  back. 

Yo'i  are  arxions  to  knowof  the  movement  of  the 
miliua  and  Luligns — I   will  givi  you    what  1  have 
heAid  OH  tlini  sMbjpci:   ic   was   brought  from  Fort 
lyiiicheli,  by  an  IiHi'm  express;  he  received  it  from 
Sam  Sells,  direct  from  Fort  Hawkins:  he  states  that 
the  miliiia  were  to  leave  the  agency  on  last  Thurs- 
day.   Kj  word  of  them  here  yet.     He  slated  that 
there  was  coniiderHble  confusion   amongst  them 
about  marching,  and.   that  some  had  refused  to 
march,  and    that  the  agent  had  told   the  Indijins 
that  gen.  Gaines  had  no  business   to  go  to  the  In- 
dian towns  and  fire  on  tliem  in  tlie  nigUt;  that  he 
had  acted  like  the  Indians  themselves  in  doing  so. 
Mcliito  'i  had  come  as  far  as  Fort  Mitchell  on  bis 
way,  aod  the  agent  has  sent  him  home,  and  told 
him  to  meet  him  at  the  agency,  for  a  talk,  in  20 
days,  18  of  which  yet  remain;  and  that  be  slionld 
not  move  until  the  ger.er.il  government  sho'dj  give 
the  order.     This,  1  e.xpeci,   is  the  case,  for  they 
h.tve  sent  Onis  Haijo  a  talk   that  he   was   doing 
wrong  to  be  in  service  in  this  country,  till  liie 
agjent  should  give  him  ojders.     He  further  states, 
that  the  agent  has  sent  a  talk  to  Seminola,  to  the 
chiefi  to  meet  him,  and  he  would  make  peace  for 
them;  and   the  white  people  should  iiave  no  satis- 
faction for  what  was  done.     T;ii<i  is  liie  news  here, 
as  it  respects  the  Indians.     I  am  induced  to  believe 
they  are  not  coming.     Nothing  new  here  since  you 
beard  from  this  post.     After  all  that  1  have  said  to 
the  citizens,  tliey  are  going  from  the  fort  to  their 
houses.     General  Gaines  directed  me  to  send  you 
a  census  of  the  people  at  this  post.     A  few  d  i ys 
ago  there  were  285  persons  in  the  fort,  60  of  which 
liiive  left  it.     Tbe  general  directed  lae  to  have  a 
hirge  corn  house  built,  for  the  the  reception  of  tbe 
people's  corn.     I  have  done  so,  but  tln^y  Imve  no 
disposition  to  do  so.     I  arn  coiist.^ulty  advising  the 
People  to  secure  their  provisions,  but  they  will  not 
l:ike  iidvice  till  it  will  be  too  late.     So  soon  as  they 
are  done  witii  the  schooner,  I  sh.dl  expect  a  visit 
in  tliis  neighborhood.     Six  will  !)e  (.ulhcieiit  lo  de- 
stroy  all  the  corn  in  this  part  of  tje  country,  as  it 
all  remains  at  U;e  people's  Uouees,  without  any  pro- 
tection. 


An  Indian  report  here!  says,  that  Mr.  Arbuthnot's 
san  is  now  with  the  Indians,  giving  them  instruc- 
tions; and  that  it  was  his  doings  that  Doyle  and 
Hambly  were  taken.  TMey  state  that  he  is  with 
Kenhija,  and  that  Ins  ordsrs  Was  to  take  them  to 
him.  The  chiefs  below  here,  sent  word  to  those 
above,  that,  below,  they  have  heard  that  they  wer*! 
in  the  white  peoples'  service,  and  that  they  wil? 
pay  them  a  visit  after  a  little,  and  reward  them  fo." 
tljeir  conduct.  Finding  that  those  above  are  not 
coming  down  soon,  they  are  considerably  alarmed 
for  fear  they  will  fall  on  them. 

ROBERT  IRVIN. 

Col.  Akbuckle,  comd'g  Fort  Scott. 

No.  3. 
Camp  Cummiriff,  \Oth  Janvary,  1818. 
Major  gen.  E.  P  Gaines.-" 
Sin —Yours  of  the  Sth  is  just  received;  and  I  ann 
extremely  gratified  to  hear  of  your  arrival  at  Ifart- 
f  ird,  as  I  already  feel  considerably  relieved.    The 
many  difficulties  which   have  occurred  since  you 
lefi  UK,  from  contractors,  and  together  from  the 
want  of  experience,  1  can  assure  you,  has  caused 
nie  to  feel  the  responsibility  attaclied  to  my  com- 
mand; but  with  your  instructions,  I  flatter  myself 
I  shs.il  now  be  able  to  get  on. 

We  (ire  now  encamped  about  four  miles  from 
Fort  Blackshear,  in  a  very  beautiful  and  command- 
ing spot,  with  a  considerable  creek  on  each  side, 
about  four  miles  distant,  neither  of  which  can  be 
crossed  with  waggons.  A  bridge  was  erected 
on  the  one  m  our  rea;-,  but  it  is  entirely  gone.  So. 
soon  as  the  o  le  in  our  front  falls  sufRcienllv,  it 
will  be  bridged.  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
bave  tbe  roads  repaired,  wkich  will  be  done  imme- 
diately. 

Upoucha,  a  confidential  Indian,  has  just  arrived 
with  talk  from  Conard,  the  purport  of  which  is  as 
follows:  He  states  that,  since  the  principal  chiefs 
left  home  for  (he  agency,  the  whole  of  the  proper- 
ty of  one  of  them  was  taken  off  by  some  of  the 
Fowl  Tov,'n  Indians,  and  th.it  Conard  is  considera- 
bly alarmed  for  his  own  property.  He  has  advised 
us  to  be  on  our  guard,  pai-ticuhirly  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  soldiers  strolling  from  the  camp,  which,  for 
fear  of  danger,  will  be  attended  to.  We  have  nor. 
now  on  hand  ten  bushels  of  corn.  Brockman  is  of 
opinion  that  it  will  be  dangerous  to  again  go  to  the 
Chehaws;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  have,  with  hifi 
particular  request,  sent  him  with  this  expres.s.  I 
must  refer  you  to  him  for  further  information  aw 
lo  _tl»e  corn  ;md  provisions  to  be  procured  in  the 
nation. 

I  *i»  almost  fearful.when  I  recollect  foV  »  momen*. 
that  the  time  of  service  for  which  this  detachmpn; 
has  been  c»lled  on  williexpire  before  j  our  object  can 
be  accomplished,  as  the  officers,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, are  governed  by  the  men,  and  not  the  men  hy 
the  oflicers.  I  am  in  hope.'^,  iiowever,  that  should 
your  object  not  be  accomplished  by  the  Isl  of  tiext 
month,  I  shall  be  able  lo  render  you  an  essen'i^l  ser- 
vice by  volunteers  from  my  command,  shoidd  it  be 
deemed  necessary.  I  will,  hov.'ever,  have  a  prr*c 
sonal  interview  with  you  on  the  subject,  on  your  ar- 
rival at  our  camp. 

Not  having  calculated  on  moving  from  this  placft 
for  six  or  seven  days,  from  wimt  of  provisions,  &c, 
I  gave  a  furlough  to  captain  Melvin  Should  you 
deem  it  necessary  for  us  to  move  before  that  time, 
I  would  be  glad  that  he  would  return. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

THOxVIAS  GLASCOCK. 
Brig.  gen.  com.  D.  G.  M.  U.  S.  S. 


;ao 
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No.  4. 
Cedar  Creek,  5  o'clock,  23dJan.  1818. 

Sir — 1  was  ordered  this  eveninp^,  by  j^en.  Glas- 
cock,  to  take  five  men  and  proceed  immediately  to 
meet  captain  Leigh,  who  was  packed  from  Hart- 
ford, with  provisions.  I  proceeded  accordingly, 
.ind  met  him  about  two  miles  on  the  east  side  of 
the  creek;  and  capt.  Leigh,  five  men,  and  myself, 
proceeded  on  to  Blackshear's  works  in  considera- 
ble hasle.  When  we  reached  the  creek  we  made  a 
bait,  to  fix  nn  a  pack  which  v.'as  likely  to  fall  before 
we  crossed.  During  this  stay,  capt.  Leigh,  and  a 
private  of  capt.  Avery's  company,  by  the  name  of 
Samnel  Loftis,  started  to  cross,  I  called  to  the 
captain,  and  observed,  that  he  was  probably  going 
into  danger;  he  replied  not.  As  my  party  and  self 
had  cr  vssed  not  more  than  an  half  an  hour  before,  I 
proceeded,  accompanied  by  tliis  man  Loflis.  They 
had  not  gotten  entirely  across  the  creek,  when 
they  were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  Indians,  the  num- 
ber, I  suppose,  to  be  20  or  30,  fri<m  the  report  of 
their  guns,  Rnd  both  shot  dead  on  the  spot.  1  im- 
mediately rode  back,  and  ordrred  the  provisions, 
together  with  cornet  Isaac  Bro^vn's  command,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  men,  to  a  corner  of  general  Black- 
shear's  old  work,  on  the  esst  side  of  the  creek, 
where  we  took  shelter  in  a  small  bre:ist  work,  de 
termined  to  secure  the  provisions,  if  possible. 
This  was  the  only  alternative,  as  they  v.-ere  planted 
in  the  swamp,  which  was  at  least  100  y:irds  across, 
and  I  not  having  more  than  27  men  under  my  com- 
mand, with  gvins.  Wlien  we  completed  our  works, 
capt.  Souther  and  Mr.  John  Bridges  proceeded 
down  the  creek,  in  order  to  make  their  way  across 
to  the  army,  that  general  Glascock  might  be  in- 
formed of  the  murder,  and  we  reinforced:  that 
reinforcement  has  just  reached  our  works,  com- 
manded by  major  James  Morgan.  I,  with  capt. 
DannuUy's  company,  will  proceed  with  the  provi 
sions  to  the  army,  and  maj.  Morgan  will  pursue  the 
train. 

I  hope,  sir,  as  this  was  written  by  a  torch,  that 
you  will  excuse  or  correct  any  mistake. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  E.  HEARD,  brigade  major. 
No.  5. 
Fort  Mitchell,  oOrA  Dec  1818. 

My  Friend — The  messenger  which  was  sent  to 
the  Mackasookies,  has  re'unied  with  an  answer  to 
our  talk.  The  Mackasookies  say  it  was  not  them 
that  began  the  war;  they  were  sitting  down  in 
peace,  and  the  white  people  came  on  them  in  the 
night  and  fired  on  them.  The  Mackasookies  are 
all  sitiiing  in  their  town,  and  doing  no  mischief, 
and  waiting  to  see  if  the  white  people  will  m^ke 
peace  with  them.  The  people  tliat  shot  at  the  boat, 
and  killed  all  the  white  people,  were  the  Old  Red 
Sticks  from  the  Upper  town;  them  that  turned 
hostile  last  war.  The  man  that  was  sent  te  the 
Mackasookies  (Hopoie  Haija)  with  a  peace  talk, 
met  the  Mackasookies  at  the  half  way  ground  com- 
ing with  a  peace  talk  to  us. 

Air.  Hambly  and  Mr.  Doyle  were  taken  pri- 
soners, Hopoie  Haija  saw  them.  Tustennoja  Ci»e- 
peo  has  gone  to  release  tliem,  and  carry  vhem  to 
the  fort  at  St.  Marks'.  I  have  sent  you  this  little 
talk  now:  our  meeting  that  you  appointed  will  .soon 
be,  and  then  every  thing  will  be  made  straight. 

The  Cheliaws  have  received   two   letters  from 
the    army,    and    they    had  nobody  to  read    tliem, 
and  Ihey  don't  know  their  contents;  and  wish  the 
svn\v  co'ild  be  stopped  until  our  meeting  is  over. 
TUSTENNUGE  HOPOIE. 
HOPOIE  HAIJA. 


Head  quarters,  Hartford,  Georgia,Januaiy26,18:8. 

Sir— In  obedience  to  your  order  to  me,  of  the 
2d  inst.  I  proceeded  to  Savannah;  when,  to  my 
great  mortification,  I  found  the  draft  little  further 
advanced  than  when  the  order  first  issued  from  the 
executive  department.  In  a  conference  with  lieut. 
col.  Marshall,  I  learned  that  the  draft  had  been 
made,  but  that  a  number  of  desertions  had  since 
taken  place,  which,  with  forty-seven  determined 
exempt  from  duty,  have  reduced  the  quota  one 
half;  and  that  he  knows  of  no  steps  that  can  be 
adopted,  without  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  civil 
law,  to  cause  their  attendance  at  the  gen*eral  ren- 
dezvous, if  they  refused  to  go,  which  they  do  al- 
most unanimously  The  drafts  from  the  34th  regi- 
ment have  progressed  farther  in  their  preparations 
for  the  service,  though  I  was  informed  by  lieut. 
col.  Hr.rrison,  that  it  would  be  some  days  before 
they  could  leave  their  homes,  as  an  enquiry  into 
exemption,  and  a  second,  draft,  would  be  necessary 
to  fill  their  rank'. 

On  my  leaving  Savannah,  col.  Marsliall  infornied 
me,  that,  as  soon  as  a  second  draft  had  been  ef- 
fected, and  the  necessary  arrangements  made  for 
their  movements,  he  would  address  to  me  a  report 
to  that  effect,  at  Fort  Hawkins,  which  has  not  been 
received,  and  {  am  left  to  conclude  that  the  ar- 
rangements  referred  to,  have  not  been  carriad  into 
etiect.  Cjpt.  Russell  reported  to  me,  that  he  was 
prcp;\red  to  furnish  the  transportation  necessary 
for  titeir  movement,  if  it  should  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sic. 

CLINTON  WRIGHT, 
Major  U.  S.  army. 

Gen,  E.  P.  Caises. 

Head  quarters,  Hartford,  Geo.  January  30,  13l«. 

Srn — I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  yesterday,  yonp 
letters  of  tUe  26th  December  and  16th  of  the  pre- 
sent month;  the  first  having  f  jUcwed  me  from  Ame- 
lia Island. 

I  have  fir  some  months  past  endeavored  to  inform 
myself  of  the  topograpiiy  of  the  country  betweea 
the  Anp:dachicolaand  St.  JohMS,  but  have  received 
only  the  apparently  imperfect  accounts  of  some 
half-bioodfd  blacks  and  Indians,  as  to  the  western 
part  of  that  tract  of  country.  The  eastern  part  \% 
well  known  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state 
with  wliom  I  have  conversed.  From  Amelia  Island 
to  the  Lochway,  the  country  is,  for  the  most  part, 
what  is  here  called  pine  barren,  nearly  level,  inter- 
sected with  creeks  and  ponds,  bordered  in  many 
places  with  rich  hammock  land,  which  increases  in 
quantity  and  quality  as  you  approach  the  Lochway 
towns.  From  thence  to  St.  Marks  and  Appalachi- 
cola,  the  hammock  land  is  found  in  very  consider- 
able bodies;  much  the  largest  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, however,  is  poor,  sandy  pine  barren.  The  ham- 
mock lands  atijrd  great  quantities  ot'live  oak,  some 
cedar  and  other  valuable  timber.  There  are  several 
large  swamps  on  the  route  between  Lochway  and  St. 
.Marks,  which,  during  a  season  of  rainy  weather,  are 
impracticable  without  the  aid  of  boats;  but  the  coun- 
try being  generally  open,  will  admit  of  good  roads 
when  the  weather  is  moderately  dry.  1  have  not  a 
doubt  but  the  army  nsay  rnarcli  with  considerable 
facility  from  the  Appalachicola  to  St.  .lohns  or 
Amelia  Island,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  vessels  to  send 
provisions,  &c.  from  Fort  Scott  down  the  river,  and 
thence  coastwise  to  the  moulh  of  Suwany  river, 
130  miles  east  of  the  Appaiactiicola,  and  about  140 
miles  west-south-west  from  Amtlia  Island.  The 
last  mentioned  'Istance  may  be  inarched  in  eight 
days,  without  waggons  ov  baggage,  the  troops  car- 
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tying  their  own  provisions  in  their  haversacks.     A 


movement  from  Amelia  Island,  by  tl«  way  ot  St. 
Johns  and  Loch  way,  as  you  have  suggested,  would, 
I  thirk,  produce  the  desired  effect,  in  co  operation 
with  the  troops  from  Fort  Scott.  Upon  this  sub_ 
ject  I  shall  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  division. 

By  a  letter  from  major  Bankhead,  dated  the  17th 
of  this  month,  I  learn  that  2000  Spanish  troops  are 
reported  to  have  arrived  at  St.  Augustine.  Altho 
little  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  report  received 
by  major  Batikhead,  vet,  whether  it  be  true  or  not, 
I  am  satisfied  his  command,  (220  men)  is  quite  too 
small  to  admit  of  any  detachment,  other  than  that 
at  Trader's  Hill.  There  should,  indeed,  be  not  less 
than  this  number  stationed  at  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  hill,  and  a  much  greater  number  up- 
on the  frontier  between  that  point  and  this.  By  a 
letter  from  W.  Harris,  esq.  of  Telfair,  lam  inform- 
ed that  a  party  of  Indians  killed  a  Mr.  Dan'l  Dikes 
and  his  family",  a  few  days  past,  on  the  St.  Tills,  40 
miles  from  the  town  of  Jackson,  Telfair  court  house. 
I  immediately  detached  a  troop  of  cavalry  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  out  a 
detachment  of  infantry,  to  reconnoitre  the  country, 
aad  secure  the  intermediate  frontier  from  a  similar 
outrage. 

Accomp'anyingthis  I  enclose  a  monthly  return  ot 
the  detachment  of  Georgia  militia,  under  brig.  gen. 
Glascock,  which  M-as  received  not  un'.il  this  day.  1 
had  confidently  believed,  tliat  the  proper  returns 
of  this  detachment  had  been  duly  forwarded  by 
major  Nicks,  who  mustered  and  inspected  the 
same,  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general's  office. 
Willi  extreme  regret  1  have  to  state'j  that  the 
expected  cooperation  on  the  part  of  that  detach- 
ment has  entirely  failed.  An  attempt  to  obtain 
volunteers,  to  coiUinue  in  service  until  the  arrival 
of  the  detachment  from  major  gen.  Floyd's  division, 
produced  but  40  men.  The  enclosed  report  of 
major  Wright,  assistant  adjutant  general,  contains 
a  discouraging  picture  of  that  detachment.  It  can- 
not be  expected  at  tids  place  before  the  10th  of 
next  month,  nor  is  it  probable  that  more  tlian  250 
or  300,  out  of  the  50O  called  for,  can  be  got  into 
service. 

The  enclosed  papers,  No.  1  to  4,  contain  copies 
of  my  last  correspondence  with  the  contractor's 
agent. 

The  acting  quarter  master,  lieut.  Keiser,  has 
purchased  the  greater  part  of  the  provision  issued 
tluiiitgthe  present  month,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  purchase  of  30,000  rations,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  now  on  tise  way  to  Fort  Scott,  by  the  way 
of  Finn  river.  To  pay  f^r  these  supplies  I  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  borrowing  ten  thousand 
dollars  from  the  governor  of  Georgia,  upon  a  pro- 
mise to  replace  the  amount  in  t!uee  months  from 
the  23d  instant.  1  had  taken  the  liberty  to  send  to 
Augusi.a  a  dnft  upon  the  deparlinent  of  war,  for 
15,000  dollars,  but  could  not  obiain  money  on  the 
draft  witliout  suttering  a  discount  of  2^  per  cent, 
which  was  totally  inaumissible. 

The  15,000  doUar.s  forvi^arded  by  your  order  be- 
ihg  required  to  pay  the  expetise  of  transportation, 
for  which  this  sum  will  be  insufficient,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  sum 
often  thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  the  supplj 
of  rations,  to  be  forwarded  to  his  excellency  gov. 
ftabun.to  replace  that  sum  advanced  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respeotruilv,  your 
«hedieut  servant,  EDMUND  F.  GAINES. 

5:he  hon,  John  Q.  Calhoun, 

.Stcret-ai;y  of  war. 


[encloskd  in  the  abovk.] 
No.  1. 
Head  quHrters,  H.irtford,  Geo.  January  12,  1818. 
Sin — I  have  received  your  report,  in  which  you 
state  that  you  have  some  rations  "on  the  way:"  but 
you  do  not  state  where,  or  in  what  quantities  they 
are  to  be  found.     Let  me  be  informed  on  this  sub-, 
ject  without  delay. 

Having  been  informed  by  brig-  gen.  Glascock,, 
that  he  has  not  been  regularly  supplied  with  rations 
by  you;  that  he  had  advanced  you  2006  dollars  to 
purchase  pork  for  the  detachment  of  Georgia  mili- 
tia under  his  command,  (which  I  directed  you  to 
forward  to  this  place  for  tliat  detachment)  I  learn 
that  you  have  not  complied  with  my  requisition  or 
order.  Should  this  apparent  neglect  remain  longer 
unexplained, your  continuance  as  contractor's  agent 
or  as  sutler,  within  the  limits  of  my  commauu,  will 
be  no  lunger  tolerated. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,      E.  P.  GAINES, 
Major  general  cosiimundin^ 
O.  W.  Callis,  contractor's  agent.  Fort  Hav,  kins. 
No.  2. 
Hartford,  January  23,  1818.  •' 
Sm — Your  communication  of  the  12th  is  receive;! 
— to  the  several  subjects  therein  referred,  and  tw 
others,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  as  viz:  The  ratioiw 
reported  to  have  been  on  hand,  vv'ere  atFoit  Haw-, 
kins.  Creek  agency.  Fort  Mitchell  and  FortGainesj 
estimated,  at  Fort  Hawkins,  say  10  or  15,0^0  rations 
of  pork  and  beef,  and  of  flour  four  or  five  liiousand 
rations;  at  the  agency,  9000  rations  of  flour,  witk 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the  smaller  parts:  at  Fort 
Mitchell,  10,000  rations  of  flour,  with  a  very  sm.atl 
((uantity  of  vinegar;  and  at  Fort  Gaines,  only  6  or 
7000  rations  of  flour. 

The  2000  dollars  received  of  gen.  Glascock,  I 
did  not  understand  was  to  be  applied  exclusively 
to  the  purcltase  of  pork.  My  disbursnments  in  the 
purcliase  t;f  provisions  has  considerably  exceeded 
that  f,um  since  the  receipt  of  it,  which  was  on  the 
10th  of  December  last.  Of  tliis  fact  I  shall  he  able 
to  convince  the  general,  by  a  referrence  to  my  book 
and  other  vouciiers,  en  that  subject.  It  is  true,  ihat 
the  balance  «f  pork  left  at  Fort  ILavkins  was  not 
forwuided  to  this  place,  in  compliance  with  your 
orders:     This  non-compliance  proceeded  from  n© 
disposition  to  evade,  or  treat  with  indifference,  the 
orders  of  the  general;  but  for  want  of  immediate 
means  of  transporting  it.  In  short,  allow  me  to  as^ 
sure  you,  sir,  that  if  I  have,  or  if  I  may  disobej' 
your  orders,  it  is  alone  ascribable  to  the  want  of 
means  for  compU.-nce.     With  regard  to  the  flour 
refused  at  Fort  Hawkins,  afterwards  transported  to 
and  sold  at  this  place  to  the  troops,  by  Mr.  Lavake, 
I  report  that  it  was  never  the  property  of  the  con- 
tractor; that  it  was  inspected  and  refused  as  his; 
that  it  was  transported  and  sold  by  him  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  contractor  or  his 
agent.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

O.  W.  CALLIS,  Contractor's  agent. 
Major  gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  commanding,  8ic. 
No.  3. 
Head  quarters,  Hartford,  Geo.  January  19,  18l». 
The  army  contractor   is  hereby  i-equii'>=d  to  pro- 
vide for  the  daily  issue  of  2000  compU'te  rations,  to 
United  States'  troops  and  militia,  at  the  new  tort 
now  building  on  Flint  river,  near  the  Chehaw  vil- 
lage; and  to  have  in  store,  at  that  fon,  by  the  20'.h 
day  of  next  month,  (February)  60,000  complete  ra- 
tions; the  meat  part  of  which  lo  cor.sist  of  good 
pickled  pork  or  bacon.  E.  P.  GAINES, 

M:.jor  general  commanding. 
Benjamin  G,  Orr,  esq.  army  coniractor. 


or  his  ageal,  Fovt  Hawkins. 
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No.  4.  Hartf',rd,  January  24,  1818. 

Sm— i  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^^e  the  receipt 
of  your  requisition,  under  dale  of  the  19th,  and  to 
report  tlat  the  contractor  cannot  comply  with  it  in 
full;  but  that  there  is  eiigag-ed  to  the  contract  to 
have  been  delivered  at  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  20tb 
of  tills  month,  70,000  rations  of  pork,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  provisiuns  tlie  money  I  have,  or  may 
have,  will  procure,  shall  be  furuisKed  the  troops. 

I  have  tlie  honor  lo  be,  most  rcspecifiiHy,  your 
obedient  servant,  O.  W.  CALl  JS, 

Contractor's  agent. 

Major  general  Gaines. 

No.  5. 
Fort  Scott,  \'2th  January,  1818. 

Srn — On  the  16lh  inst.  1  hud  t!ie  honor  to  inform 
you  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  in  charge  of  brevet 
major  Muhlenberg,  and  to  enclose  to  yju  the  resig- 
nation of  1st  lieut.  Sharp,  of  the  corps  of  artillery; 
the  acceptance  of  which  I  recommend,  on  account 
of  his  intemperate  habits.  Since  that  period,  lieut. 
Johnson,  of  the  same  corps,  has  tendered  his  resig- 
nation, vvhicn  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  would  also 
recommend  that  his  wish  to  leave  the  service  should 
be  gratified,  as  his  conduct  in  a  skirmish  with  the 
I'ldians,  some  time  since,  was  not  such  as  to  evi- 
dence his  being  well  qualified  fur  the  profession  of 

I  have  permitted  him  and  It.  Sharp  to  be  absent 
\nuil  the  acceptance  of  their  resignations  maybe 
published,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  and  herewith 
enclosed  is  acopy  of  It. Sharp's  letter  of  resignation. 

On  the  4ih  inst.  I  crossed  the  Flint  river,  about 
14  miles  above  this  post,  and  proceeded  to  Fowl 
'I'own,  which  had  been  deserted;  I  burnt  it,  and  on 
the  next  day  arrived  at  AlUpulges,  a  small  town 
about  14  miles  south  efcst  of  this  post.  It  had  also 
been  abandoned,  and  the  c.ittle  and  stock  of  every 
kind  removed,  as  had  been  the  case  at  Fowl  Town. 
1  am  informed  they  have  gone  to  or  beyond  the  Oak- 
Jochy  river,  there  to  place  their  women  and  pro- 
perty in  greater  security,  and  better  prepare  them- 
t,eives  for  war.  They  continue  to  have  considera- 
ble intercourse  with  the  India;is  at  Chat.ahoochie, 
many  of  whom  were  with  them,  and  assisted  in  the 
destruction  of  lieut.  Scott  and  his  part)-,  and  in  the 
attack  on  our  vessels  ascending  the  nver,  under 
the  command  of  brevet  major  .Mulilenberg.  You 
h.ive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Irvin, 
commanding  at  Fort  Gaines.  1  cannot  believe  the 
information  it  contains,  yet  I  have  been  informed, 
a  few  days  since,  that  the  Indians  on  the  Chatahoo- 
chie,  below  Fort  Gaines,  have  received  inform»tion 
iVom  the  agent  for  the  Creek  nation,  that  they  are 
to  use  their  pleasure  in  joining  us,  as  we  are  the 
aggressors.  But  itw  of  them  recpiire  great  in- 
ducement to  act  in  the  war — but  most  if  on  our 
.'iide;  and  should  the  war  witit  the  lower  Creeks 
tern.inate  on  the  terms  represented  by  Mr.  Irvin, 
it  will  be  but  risking  little  to  say,  the  peace  will 
be  of  short  duration.  The  fjrce  of  tliis  place  is 
n\uch  too  small  to  advance  against  the  enemy,  and 
1  have  not  received  the  least  information  of  tlie 
Georgia  miliiia,  or  Mcbitosh's  Indians,  except 
vhat  is  contained  in  Mr.  Irviu's  letter,  or  a  line 
from  gen.  Guines  since  liis  departure. 

I  have  but  about  iwo  dtys  rations  of  meat,  and 
something  upwarils  of  thirty  days  rations  of  flour 
on  hand,  and  withwit  advice  of  adtliijonal  supplies 
being  oil  the  way;  and  sliould  capt.  Burch,  who  is 
now  at  Fort  Gaines,  (wiJi  a  command  of  120  men) 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  beef,  not  succeed,  and 
the  contractor's  agents  persist  in  neglecting  tl.^ir 
miW   much    longer^    the   conscq-'eiiccs    must   be 


greatly  disastrous  to  the  troops,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Chatahoochie. 

I  have  sent  captain  Cummings  to  the  bay,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  should  any  vessel 
arrive  there  with  provision;  and  will  do  all  in  my 
power  to  maintain  my  position;  yet  I  do  greatly 
fear,  my  best  exertions  to  do  so  will  fail.  I  detach- 
ed a  servant  and  four  mounted  men  on  express  to 
Fort  Hawkins  on  the  2Ist  ult.  and  have  r.ot  since 
heard  of  them.  I  shall  write  to  tiie  Creek  agent  by 
the  present  opporttmity,  and  enclose  to  hiniacopy 
of  Mr.  Irvine's  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfuHv,  your  obcd't  servant 
M.  AliUUCKLE.  It.  col.  7ih  inf;.  coni'ng. 
Major  gen.  Andrew  Jackson, 

Commanding  Southern  D^visibn,  Nashville,  Tern 

N.  B.  Since  writing  the  above,  1  have  received 
&  leuer  from  gen.  Gaines,  dated  on  the  20. h  ultimo 
at  Ha-  (ford.  The  contracior's  agent  in  that  qua:', 
ter,  i  am  informed,  has  failed,  and  tlie  militia  we 
now  about  ninety  miles  above  this,  badly  supplied 
with  provisions.  Capt.  Eul;ch  has  informed  me, 
that  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  30  or  40  head  of 
beef  cattle  at  Fort  Gaines.  He  will  b".  compelled 
to  take  them,  as  the  people  refuse  lo  sell.  M.  A 
No.  6. 

Sir— I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
yesterday,  after  writing  to  major  general  J.^ksw! 
i\  copy  of  my  letter  to  him  is  enclosed,  which  will 
exhibit  to  you  the  state  of  things  in  this  quarter. 

1  have  heard  rothing  more  of  col.  Prearly,  of 
the  miiitia,  except  that  they  were  wi.hiii  25  miles 
of  the  Flint  river  on  the  4th  insu  Biockman  '.vrote 
me  on  that  date,  and  informed  me  that  he  was  en- 
gaged procuring  provision  for  the  militia,  the  con- 
tractor  having  failed  to  supply.  This,  with  the  in- 
formation  you  gave  on  that  subject,  has  induced 
me  to  contract  with  Mr.  McCullock  to  deliver 
15,000  rations  of  meat  at  this  post,  in  20  days  from 
tliis  time,  12^  cents  per  ration.  Should  lie  fulfil 
his  agreement,  and  capt.  Burch  succeed  in  procur- 
ing 30  nr  40  head  of  beef  cattle,  I  think  that  sup- 
ply^will  last  the  troops  until  provisions  are  receiv- 
ed from  New  Orleans.  Our  horses  have  a  distem- 
per among  them,  which  I  fear  will  destroy  a  great 
nusnber  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.  AKBUCKLE,  lieut.  col.  comd'g. 
Miijor  g«neral  E.  P.  Gaines, 

Commanding  E.  S  D.  S  St.  Mary's,  Geo. 
No.  7. 
Fort  Scott,  18th  Jan.  1818. 

SiH— I  have  received  information  this  evening, 
which  1  have  no  doubt  may  be  relied  on,  that  the 
whole  or  the  greater  portion  of  the  hostile  Indians, 
are  to  have  a  meeting  somewhere  near  the  mouth 
of  Flint  river,  on  the  21st  inst.  for  the  purpose  of 
concerting  measures  for  the  des  ruction  of  the  in- 
habitants on  the  Chatahoochie,  and  the  reduction 
of  this  post.  In  the  latter  object  they  expect  to 
succeed,  owing  to  our  want  of  supplies,  and  their 
calculations  ^re  not  without  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  success,  should  not  uncommon  exertions  be 
made  to  supply  us  from  your  quarter:  as  this  com- 
mand has  been  without  meat  at  tl  is  time  for  five  or 
six  days,  and  have  barely  a  hope  of  receiving  a  tem- 
porary supply  by  a  command  sent  to  Fori  GaineS 
for  tlie  purpose  of  collecting  a  few  beef  cattle. 

I  have  heard  from  the  bay  this  evening;  one  ves- 
sel has. arrived  there  with  clothing  and  military 
svores,  huving  on  board  very  little,  if  any  more  pro- 
visions, than  will  be  required  by  tiie  command  on 
board  of  her,  and  witliout  certain  information  of 
other  vcsselb  being  on  the  way< 
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I  have  to  request  you  will  let  me  hear  from  you 
without  loss  of  tinie,  and  that  you  will  inform  nie 
of  the  prospect  of  supplies  from  your  quarter. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servt. 
M.  AUBUOKLE,  lieut.  col.  comd'g. 

Uiig.  gen.  Glascock,  Chehaw  Town,  Flint  river. 

Jjetters  fiom  the  tear  de/xirdnent  to  major  gen.  Gaines, 

to  mujov  gen.  Jackson,  and  to  t/ie  governor   of  the 

jlUiltuma  territorv. 
■Extracts  of  a  letter  from   Georjte  Graham,  acting 

secretary  of  war,  to  general  Gaines,  dated  tlie 

3aih  October,  1817, 

"I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
votu"  letier  of  the  1st  inst.  covering  a  copy  of  t!ie 
ieply  xviiich  was  made  by  ten  of  the  Seminole  towns, 
to  tlie  demand  made  by  you,  on  them,  for  the  .-sur- 
render of  the  murderers  of  some  of  our  citizens." 

"The  papers  have  been  subm'tted  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  inform  you, 
that  he  approves  of  the  movement  of  the  troops 
from  fort  Montgomery  to  fort  Scott.  The  appear- 
ance of  this  additional  force,  he  flatters  himself, 
will,  at  least,  have  the  eflect  of  restraining  the  Se- 
iiiinoles  from  committing  further  depredations, 
>i!id,  perhiips  of  inducing  them  to  make  reparalion 
for  the  murders  which  they  liave  committed. — 
Should  tliey,  however,  persevere  in  tlieir  refusal  to 
m^'ke  -such  reparation,  it  is  the  wi»li  of  the  presi- 
dent that  you  should  not  on  tlial  account,  pass  the 
line,  and  make  an  attack  upon  them  wiWiin  the  li- 
mits of  Florid.1,  until  you  shall  have  received  fur- 
ther instruclions  from  this  department." 

"Yon  are  authorised  to  remove  the  Indians  still 
remaining  on  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  made 
by  i^eneral  Jackson  with  the  Creek';  and  in  doing 
so,  it  may  be  proper  to  retain  some  of  them  as  hos- 
tages, until  reparalion  may  liave  been  made  for  t)<e 
depredations  which  have  been  commilted.  On  this 
tiubject,  however,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  re- 
moving them,  you  will  exercise  your  discretii)n. — 
Mcintosh  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation, 
who  were  here  some  time  since,  expressed  then, 
decidedly,  the  unwillingness  toijerniit  any  of  the 
hostile  Indians  to  return  to  their  nation." 

"P.  S.  The  authority  to  remove  the  Indians  will, 
of  course,  not  extend  to  those  Indians,  and  their 
families:,  wlio  have  claims  to  reservations  of  land 
under  the  treaty." 

topy  of  a  letter  from  George  Graham,  acting  se- 
cretary of  war,  to  general  Gaines,  dated  2d  of 
December,  ISlr. 

Sill— Your  letter  of  the  9th  ult.  advising  of  the 
call  on  the  governor  of  Georgia,  to  assemble  tlie 
auxiliary  force  whicii  had  been  previously  retjuired 
by  you  at  fort  Hawkins,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  has 
been  received. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  letter  addressed  to  you  from 
this  dtpanment  on  the  oOth  October,  will  have 
been  received;  and  that  you  will  confine  your  ope- 
rations  to  the  objects  stated  in  that  commiinication, 
and  to  such  a  disposition  of  the  regtdar  force  un- 
der your  command,  as  will  deter  ti»e  Scniuole  In- 
cliaos  from  making  further  depredations  on  tlie 
irontiers  of  Georgia. 

The  state  of  our  negociation  with  Spain,  and  the 
temper  mantfes^ed  by  the  principal  Eur^.p-a.!  po^v- 
ers,  make  it  impolitic,  in  the  opiaioa  oftUe  p're-i- 
d<-nt,  lo  move  a  force  at  tUis  time  i4Uo  the  Spanish 
poitessions,  fur  the  mere  purpose  of  oUastisii'g  ilie 
aemmoles  for  dLpredations  which  haVe  heretofore 
oeen  committed  by  ih^rii.' 

i  have,  &c.  Si^;, 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of 
war,  to  gen.  Gaines,  dated  9th  December,  1817. 
Sir— Your  letter  bearing  date  the  21st  ultimo, 
and  advising  of  the  arrii?al  of  the  1st  brig.nde  at  fort 
Scott  on  the  19  ultimo,  and  of  the  subsequent  at- 
tack on  the  Indians  at  Fowl-town,  has  been  receiv- 
ed. Although  the  necessity  of  t'uis  attack  and  the 
consequent  effusion  of  blood  is  exceedingly  to 
be  regretted,  yet  it  is  Iioped  lliat  tiie  prompt 
measures  which  were  taken  by  you  on  your  s.rrival 
at  fort  Scott,  and  the  display  of  such  an  ellicicnt; 
force  in  th.at  quarter,  >.vili  intluce  the  Indians  to  ab- 
stain from  further  depredations  and  to  sue  fui- 
peace. 

Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  from 
this  department  on  the  30th  October,  and  2d  of 
Derember,  as  mmiifesting  tiic  view.**  of  the  jiresi- 
dent,  I  liave  to  request  lh:<t  you  conform  to  li>e  in» 
structioiis  therein  given.  Should  the  Indians,  hou'- 
ever,  assemble  in  force  on  the  Spanisli  .side  of  the 
line,  and  persevere  in  committing  hostilities  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  United  States,  you  will,  in  that 
event,  exercise  a.  .sound  discretion,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  crossing  the  line  fir  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking them,  and  breaking  up  their  towns. 

I  Jiave,  &.C.  Sic. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  .1.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of 
war,  to  general  Gaines,  dated   16ih    December, 
1817. 

Sill — On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  should  the 
Seminole  Indians  stiil  refuse  to  make  repuration 
for  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  presi- 
dent, tiiat  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  march 
across  the  Florida  line,  and  to  attack  them  within 
its  limits,  should  it  be  found  necessary,  unless 
they  should  slieiter  themselves  under  a  Spani^ih 
fort.  In  the  last  eveiit,  you  will  immediately  notify 
this  de()artment. 
I  iiave,  &c.  &c. 

DefHirtment  nf-,uar,  Dec.26lh,  1817. 
SiK — You  will  rej)  f'.r,  with  as  little  delay  as  prac- 
ticable, to  F  irt  S.;ott,  and  assume  the  imme<liate 
commanfl  of  liie  forces  in  that  section  of  the  soulti- 
ern  divi-^ion. 

The  increasing  display  of  hostile  intentions  by 
the  Seminole  Indians,  may  render  it  necess.iry  li> 
concentrate  all  the  contiguous  and  disposable 
firce  of  your  division,  upon  that  quarter.  'I'he  i-c- 
gular  force  n  )w  there  is  about  eight  Iiun  Ired 
strong,  and  one  thousand  militia  of  the  state  of 
Georgia  are  called  into  service.  General  Gain*s 
estimates  the  strengtii  of  the  Indians  at  2TQU. 
Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  our  numbers  are  too 
sr.iail  to  beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the  execu- 
tives of  the  adjact^nt  saies  for  sucii  an  additianii 
miiiti:;  force  as  you  may  deem  requisite. 

General  Gaines  hiid  been  ordered  early  in  la^t 
month  to  repair  lo  Amelia  Island.  It  is  presu.med 
ili.it  lie  ha-J,  therefire,  relinquished  tlie  cominand 
at  P'ort  Soott.  Subsequent  orders  luve  been  given 
to  general  tiainei,  (copits  of  vvhicii  will  be  furnish- 
ed you)  advising  liini  that  you  would  ije  directed  tj 
tak'?  CiimmHiid,  and  directing  him  to  re-assume, 
should  he  deem  the  public  interest  to  lequire  it:, 
the  command  at  Fort  Scott,  until  you  siiould  arrive 
there,  /f,  liowever,  the  general  should  have  pro- 
gressed to  Fioj-ida,  befoie  the  subsequent  orders 
may  have  reached  him,  he  was  instrucledto  pene- 
trate to  the  Serniaole  towns,  through  the  Floridas, 
provided  the  sli-englh  of  his  corrmiaid  at  .\melia 
would  ji-^tify  hjs  engaging  in  off'^n.'.iv.  operations. 

Willi  It  is  view,  you  may  be  pi-c,-are'j  to  conccn' 
,  traie  yOur  forces  and  to  adofft  tiie  accessary  mea 
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siires,  to  terminate  a  conflict,  which  it  hiS  been  the 
desire  of  tlie  president,  from  considerations  of  hu- 
manity, to  avoid,  l*ut  which  is  now  made  necessary, 
by  their  settled  hostili'iy. 
^  Willi  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  &e. 

J.  G.  CALHOUN. 
Maj.  gen.  ArrnTir,w  Jackson, 
comd'g.  southern  division. 

Departmeni  of  war,  Bee.  ^26th,  1817. 
Sin — Your  letter  of  Nov.  the  26th,  and  of  the 
second  and  third  inst.  were  received  by  this  moiTi- 
sng's  mail.  The  fate  of  the  det-ichment  under 
lieutenant  Scott,  is  much  to  be  rejifretted;  but, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  no  blume  can  attach 
to  yourself,  or  the  ofticers  immediately  concerned. 
When  the  order  of  the  12th  November  was  given, 
directing  you  to  repair  to  Amelia  Island,  it  uas 
hoped  that  theSeminoles  would  have  been  brou.c^h; 
to  their  reason,  without  an  actual  use  of  force,  and 
that  their  hostility  would  not  assuaiesj  serious  an 
aspect.  It  is  now  a  subject  of  much  rcg'ret,  that  the 
service  in  that  quarter  has  been  deprived  of  your 
well  known  skill  and  vigilance. 

Before  this  will  reach  you,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
views  of  the  president,  in  relation  to  the  sefdement 
on  Amelia  Island,  will  have  been  efl'^cted.  Should 
that  be  the  case,  it  is  his  wish  that  you  should  im- 
mediately repair  to  Tort  Scott;  and  resume  the 
command,  till  general  Jackson's  arrival,  to  whom 
orders  have  this  day  been  sent  to  command  tiiere; 
or,  if  you  should  think  che  force  under  your  com- 
mand sufficient,  and  otiier  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit, to  penetrate  tlirough  the  Floridas,  and  co  ope- 
rate in  the  attack  on  the  Seminoles.  1  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the 
coui>try  between  Ameiia  Island  and  their  towns, 
to  say  whether  it  is  practicable,  or  what  \vould  be 
the  best  route;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  some 
advantage  might  be  taken  of  the  St.  John's  river, 
to  eti'ect  the  object.  Skould  it  be  praclicabie,  it 
is  probable  efficient  aiil  might  be  given  to  the  at- 
tack on  them,  as  t!ie  attention  of  their  warriors 
must  be  wholly  directed  towards  Fort  Scott. 
Should  you  think  it  practicable  and  advisable  to 
co-operate  with  the  force  under  your  command, 
you  will  leave  a  sufficient  number  at  Amelia  Isl- 
and, to  retain  the  possession  of  that  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUX. 
firevet  maj.  gen.  E.  P.  Gaines. 
An  extract  oif  a  letter  to  brevet  maj.  gen,  Edmund 
P.  Gaines,  dated,  "department  of  w-ir,  January 
.16th  1818." 

The  Iionor  of  the  Uuited  States  requires  that  the 
War  with  the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated 
speedily,  and  with  exemplary  punishment  for  hos 
t^lities  so  unprovoked.  Orders  were  issued  soon 
airier  my  arrival  here,  directing  the  war  to  be  car- 
ried on  wii'jin  the  limits  of  Florida,  should  it  be 
necessary  to  its  speedy  and  efJVjctual  tei'minatiou. 
The  orders,  I  presume,  luve  been  received. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  you  had  repaired 
to  Amelia  Island,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  it 
being  uncertain  how  long  you  might  be  detained 
there,  the  state  of  things  at  Fort  Scott  made  it 
necessary  to  order  general  Jackson  to  take  com- 
njand  there.  From  his  known  promptitude,  it  is 
presumable  that  his  arrival  may  be  soon  expectedi 
and,  i  .  tiie  mean  time,  full  confidence  is  placed  in 
your  well  established  military  talents.  I  hope  the 
junciiun  of  the  militia  '.vili  enable  you  to  carry  on 
offensive  operations,  and  to  restrain  the  enemy 
frbm  depredations  on  the  frontier. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  C.   Calhoun,  secretary 

of  war,  to  maj.  gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  dated  29tii 

January,  1818. 

^'Your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13' h  inst.  are  re', 
ceived.  The  measures  you  have  taken  to  bring  an 
efficient  force  into  the  field,  are  approbated;  and  a 
confident  hope  is  entertiuned,  that  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination  of  the  Indian  war  will  fol- 
low  your  exertions." 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary   of  war  to 

maj.  gen.  Andrew  Jackso.^,  dated  "Departm'ent 

of  war,  Feb.  6th,  1813. 

"1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  i*nd  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  president  of 
all  the  measures  which  you  have  adopted  to  ter- 
minate the  rapture  with  the  Indians.  The  honor 
of  our  arms,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  our  countryj 
requires  that  it  should  be  as  speedily  terminated  as 
practicable;  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  youi- 
skill  and  promptitude  assures  us  that  peace  wdlbe 
restored  on  such  conditions  as  will  mi^ke  it  hono- 
rable and  permanent." 

D.'partment  of  war,  13t!i  May,  1818, 

Sir— Your  letter  of  the  15Ui  April,  was  a  few 
days  since  received.  Not  anticipating  your  return 
to  the  terrifory,  my  last  communic-.i'tion  was  di- 
rected to  your  fjrrner  residence  in  Georgia;  but,  I 
presume  it  has  been  forwarded  to  j'ou.and  I  will  not, 
therefore,  repeat  its  contents.  I'do  hope  that  the 
war  has,  ere  this,  terminated  in  the  submission  of 
the  Seminoles;  but,  if  ihis  sliould  not  be  the  fact, 
you  will  make  such  arr.uigemcnts,  and  incur  such 
expense,  as,  in  your  judgment,  the  defence  of  the 
territory  may  require.  You  are  authorised  ta 
<!raw  on  the  department  for  funds  to  cover  the  dis. 
bursements  you  may  oi-der.  E.udosed  is  a  copy  of 
the  oi'der  auLhorising  general  Gaines  to  carry  the 
war  into  Florida,  and  you  will  consider  it  as  fur 
nishing  authority  to  the  troops  of  the  tend  lory  to 
pass  the  Florida  line,  should  it  be  necessary.  I 
send  also  a  copy  of  a  message  of  the  president, 
communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  Semi- 
nole war.  General  Jackson  is  vested  with  fui/l 
powers  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  which 
he  may  judge  best,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
His  excellency  W.  W.  Bibb, 

Governor  of  the  AUbanit  territory. 

Btfiartmait  of  -war,  \9lhJlng.  1818. 

bin — I  send  the  enclosed  extract  froni  the  let- 
terof  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter, in  relation  to  St.  Marks  and  Pensiicola.  .Mjr 
instructions  to  you  of  the  14th  inst.  contained  the 
subsfii^ice  of  this  extract;  and  my  object  in  com- 
municating it  now  is,  that  you  may  be  in  posses- 
sion of  t!.ie  precise  ideas  communicated  to  the 
Spanish  minister,  in  case  any  ditHcuUv  should 
occur.     I  have,  &.c.  J.  C.  CALHOU-V. 

Gen.  E.   P.  Gaises: 

Det'artment  of  luar,  lAt/i  Aug.  1818. 
Sin — I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the 
orders  to  general  Gaines,  growing  out  of  the  liie 
decision  of  the    president,  relative   to    St.  Marks 
and  I'ensacola. 

I  was  directed  by  the  president  to  wait  the  re- 
ply of  the  Spanish  minister  to  Mr.  Adams'  letter 
to  him,  whicli  not  being  received  until  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  has  caused  so  great  a  delay  as  to 
render  it  necessary  to  send  the  orders  direct  to 
general  Gaj.ies,  without  pas.Miig  D^em  thnnifh 
you.     Ilii,ve,  8;c.  J.  C.  C\LHOUN, 

Major  gen.  Asduew  Jacksos,  Nashville,  Ten. 
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Dejiartmrnt  of  Slate,  14/A  .^h^'-.  1818. 
g,„_The  President  having-  determined  to  restore 
St.  Murks  and  Pensacola,  witli  the  Baruncas,  to  the 
Spanish  authority,  I  am  directed  to  issue  orders  to 
carry  this  determination  into  effect.  You  will,  ac- 
Gordiiig-ly,  jive  the  necessary  orders  to  the  com- 
mandant'at  Pensacola  to  surrender  that  place  with 
the  Barancas,  to  any  Spanish  otllcer  properly  au- 
rliorised  to  receive  them.  AnthoiiLy  from  the  go- 
vernor general  at  tlie  Havana,  or  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter, Don  Onis,  is  considered  sufficient:  or,  in  case 
tlie  governor,  hitc  in  possession  of  West  Florida, 
Don  Jose  Masot,  should  himself  appear  to  receive 
possession,  it  will  he  restorcti  to  him  on  his  own 
authority.  St.  Marks  will  be  restored  to  the  late 
Spanish  commandant,  should  he  appear  to  receive 
h,  or  to  any  officer  having-  similar  authority,  as  in 
the  case  of  Pensacola,  provided  he  is  accompanied 


Letters  f  rum  mnjor-jreu'irnl  Jachson,  ta  the  H  ar 
l)tp<irt'-;eiit. 
Head- Quarters,  Jiivimm  South, 

A'axhvillif,  2>jtit  January,  1818. 

Sin — Ina-commuiiicLition  to  you  of tiie  iilh  inst. 
I  acknowledged  the  receipc  of  your  order  of  thtt 
26th  ult.  and  advised  you  of  the  app  ,;a]  f  had  made 
to  the  patriotism  of  tlic  M'est  Tennessccans.  Orv 
yesterday,  tlie  officers  v.ho  Lad  so  f^aliamly  headed 
the  Tennessee  mounted  volunteers  dnrinp  the 
Creek  cam|..ai!^ns,  met  me  at  tiiis  place,  iind  j^ave 
every^assurance  of  their  ability  to  assiniibie  two  real- 
mtnts  of  mounted  gun-men,  by  the  .Ust  inst.  at  anv 
designated  point  withiii  the  v/csteiii  part  of  tiiLi 
state.  1  have  ordered  tliem  to  rendezvous  at  Fav- 
etteville,  and  as  many  as  may  apj^ear  on  the  .3r<-t 
inst.  or  the  1st  of  February,  to  be  nui.stered  and  re- 
ceived into  service  for  six  months,  (if  i:)t  sooner  dit 


with  »  su'ncient  force  to  garrisonit,  so  as  to  prevent' charged,)  by  my  Inspector  General.  The  contrac- 
tile post  from  being  seized  by  the  hostile  Indians,  'tor  has  insiructions  to  issue  to  these  troops  20  days^ 
Its  situation  in  tlie  midst  of  the  hostile  Indians,  ren-  |i-ation.s,  and  every  measure  has  been  adopted  to  Vs.. 
ders  tliis  precaution  necessary.     You,  who  have  an  cilitute  their  march,  via  Fort  Jackson,  by  the  most 


arctirate  knowledg-e  of  the  strength  of  the  Indians, 
and  of  the  post,  will  be  able  1  '  give  precise  instruc- 
tions on  this  point.  It  issuiricient  that  the  Spanish 
force  be  so  considerable  as  will  probably  prevent 
iny  attempt  by  the  Indians  to  occupy  it. 

Public  property  will  be  restored  in  the  condition, 
a.ifiras  practicable,  in  \\  hich  it  v.as^taken  possession 
of.  On  evacuating  these  posts,  you  will  make  such 
arrangements  as  will  be  the  best  calculated  to  hold 
the  ludians.Still  remaining  hostile,  in  clicck,  and  to 
cover  our  frontier.  To  effect  these  objects,  it  is 
Thought  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  take  post  to 
the  west  of  the  Appalachicola,  within  the  Florida 
line,  as  the  Inthans  in  that  quarter  are  said  to  be 
very  inconsiderable.  You  will,  accordingly,  station 
the  troops  which  may  be  thought  to  be  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  that  portion  of  the  frontier  on 
our  side  of  the  line,  unless  your  im'pression  should 
l)e  decidedly  different  from  that  I  have  stated:  in 
which  event,  you  will  take  post  at  any  point  which 
pu  may  judge  proper,  v/ithin  the  country  possessed 
by  the  Indians.  On  the  east  of  the  Appalachicola 
J^u  may  station  the  troops  on  either  side  of  the 
line,  as  you  may  judge  proper.  Fort  Gadsden,  be- 
sides admitting  of  great  iiicility  for  supplies,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  very  commanding  position,  and  oug-ht 
notto  be  evacuated.  Should  you  think  so,  you  will 
retain  it,  and  garrison  it  with  a  sufficient  force. 

I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  make  such  a  distrihti- 
tion  of  your  command  as  to  afford,  M'ith  vigilance, 
effectual  protection  to  the  front icr,  without  resort- 
"'.?t()  the  militia.  It  is  of  great  imjiortance,  if  t!ic 
iniiiti:t  can  be  dispensed  witii,  not  to  call  them  inU, 
actual  service,  as  it  is  hara^ising-  to'  them,  and  ex- 
baustiiig  to  the  treasury.  Protection  is  the  first 
o'lject,  and  the  second  is  protection  by  the  regular 
force. 

I  have,  &c. 

.BvevctMt'.joE  General  F.  P 
tort  Hawkins,  Georgia. 

{Tim  concludes  the  letter')  from  the  Ifnr  D'pari- 
f^iit  to  Oaierals  Jackson  and  Gurim,  and  t^tGov,  ■;r,r 
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direct  practicable  route,  to  Fort  Scott.  These 
troops  will  be  well  supplied  as  far  as  Fort  .TacksoDj, 
and  there  the  necessary  provisions  may  be  obtaiiieci, 
and  packed  to  ansv/er  their  immediate  wants,  until 
the}'  are  intercepted  by  supplies  fj-om  below:  Ma', 
Fanning  has  been  despatched  to  Fort  Ilawkin.s,  to 
purchase  and  foru:u-d  on  these  supplies  to  the  most 
convenient  point  of  interception.  I  have  advanced 
to  him  two  thousaiid  dollars,  with  authority  to  draw 
on  the  Quarter  M:ister  General  for  any  additional 
sums  wiuited,  rfjkl  imposed  upon  him  the  temporary 
duties  of  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General.  I  am 
compeUed  to  this  arrangement  from  an  impression 
that  there  can  be  no  ofticer  of  the  Quarter  Master's 
department  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Hawkins;  and 
Col.  Gibson  could  not  possibly  reach  th;it  neigli- 
borhood,  to  effect  the  objects  v>  islied.. 

My  Inspector  General,  Col.  Hayne,  (no  Brigadier 
General  having-  volunteered  his  services,)  is  charged 
with  conducting  the  march  of  tiie  tv.o  regiments  of 
Tennessee  volunteers,  to  the  southern  fvontier. 

From  the  contents  of  Col.  Arbuckle's  and  Ma'cr 
Muhlcnb.  rg's  letters,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed  you  will  readily  perceive  tliat  the  former 
must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the  latter  is  in  a  dan- 
gerous situation.  Every  information  from  our 
southern  frontier  justifies  the  decisive  measures  I 
have  taken,  and  urges  tlie  prompt  movenient  of  the 
volunteers  called  into  service.  I  trast  \o!i  will 
view  the  subject  in  tlie  same  light,  and  that  my  ai» 
rangements  may  meet  with  your  entire  approb:"ition. 
The  troops  now  u.ssenibled  on  our  southern  b«nin.i 
dary,  reinforced  with  the  Tennes.see  viduuteera 
called  into  service,  will  er.able  me  to  inflict  speedy 
and  merited  chastisement  on  the  deluded  Seininoles. 
I  remain  here  to  f:icilitate  every  arrangement  for 
the  prompt  movement  of  the  Tennessee  detach- 
ment, but  will  Ica^-e  tliis  on  the  22d  inst,  for  ?ort 
Scott,  via  Fort  Hawkir.s. 

From  Coi.  xirbuckle's  letter  I  am  r. a*,  iscd  of  the 
departure  of  Gen.  Gaines  from  Fort  fccott;  and  the 
newspi.pers  communicate  the  information  of  the 
(ieorgia  contingency  bf-ing  conunanded  by  ailric-a- 
dier-Gcncral.  As  he  must  consequcntlv  be  the 
c'ojnnianding- officor  of  th-<<  forcc-^  in  (ho  neigJibor- 
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"iMJodof  P'ort  Scott,  I  have  tills  duy  dii'LOttd  iii- 
slnictwiis  to  him,  l)y  no  iiruus  to  precipiiatu  hini- 
?elf  iiito  agoiei'!!.!  tng-ayciiicnt  with  the  Seiiiinoles; 
but,  ut  ;iU  I'.uziii?'.!:;,  to  reheve,  if  possible,  Mujor 
MiiienSerg'  from  his  prestiit  situiition,  and  co\er 
his  asciMit  up  tilt*  Ap]5aluchicohi  river.  1  h:\Ve  iur- 
Islicr  advised  him  of  my  iTio\cinents,  and  directed 
i:\i\.X.  he  sliould  rfiiTiain  on  the  det'eiisiA  e;  collect  all 
the  necess;iry  supplies,  and  have  ever}  prei)arati<)n 
Tiude  for  an  active  c:uiipuig-n,  as  soon  as  reinlbrced 
b\'  tlie  Tenues'sceans, 

Gen.  (iaines  has  been  uotii'icd  of  this  order.  I 
have  no  later  advices  from  him  than  that  of  the  2d 
of  December,  infornrmy  nie  of  the  catastrophe  of 
Bcul.  Scott  uiid  part}'. 

Your  letter  enclosing  your  general  order  of  tlie 
29t.)i  ult.  has  been  received.  Like  yourself,  I  have 
no  other'-  feeling-s  to  gTutify  than  those  connected 
uitli  tlie  ])ubr,c  good;  and  it  gives  nie  ])leiisure  to 
find  tiKit  we  coincide  in  those  oijiuions  calculated 
to  jjroiiucf;  it.  Ktsponsibility  now  rests  where  it 
should — on  the  ofiicer  issuing  the  order;  and  the 
principle  acknowledged,  is  culcuiattd  to  ensure 
tl'at  su^iordination  so  necessary  to  tlie  hai-monious 
nu/vementof  e\ery  part  of  tiic  military  machine. 

It  would  iifTord  me  much  pleasure  to  communicate 
^■ith  }  ou  on  all  military  points  which  my  experience 
may  enable  me  to  elucidate. 
>\ith  respect,.  Sec. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-Geuend  Commanding. 
Hon.  .I.e.  C.VLHorx,  Secretary  of  ^^■ar. 
2\,.ciruct.  df  a  letter  from  Mcijur-General  Auiheiv  Jack- 
sun  to  the  Secretary  of  liar,   doted  Fort  nawLinn, 
li)th  Fehnuir;',  1818.' 

I  readied  this  place  last  evening',  when  I  leuined 
b\'  siuidry  communications  received  from  brevet 
nvajor-general  Gairtes,  that  the  Georgia  militia,  \in- 
dcr  general  Glascock,  had  all  returned  iiome,  lea\ - 
JMg  the  frontier  in  a  very  exposed  situation.  The 
reg;ii.-ir  tvoojis  at  J'oi  t  Kcott  have  been  out  of  provi- 
sions, but  the  itx'iuis  adopted  b\'  major-general 
(Ealncs  to  remedy  that  evil.  Induces  a  stiong  pre- 
-sumjition  that  they  are  by  this  time  supplied,  which, 
vitji  tile  stores  ordered  by  me  from  New-Orleans, 
wi]i,l  trust,  afford  us  an  ample  supply  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

i'he  contractor  having  f  ule-d,  gen.  Gaines  has,  by 
7Tiy  order,  directed  tlie  quiater-master  to  purchase 
provisions,  in  which  he  has  siicceeded  so  far  as  to 
j)?ocure  1100  hog'S,  and  a.  suiHciency  of  bread  stuff: 
iliii'  will  march  tiic  troops  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
v.'ar. 

1  Jim  without  any  oiiicial  advice  as  to  the  prepa- 
ration and  march  of  the  late  requisition  from  the 
state  of  Gcorgia- 

lu'jiract  of  a  letter  from  fien.  .Irulrew  Jackson,  to  the 
t)'screturi/  of  War,  dated  at  Ilartfovd,  Geo,  Februa- 
Tti  14,  1818. 

.1  an'ivcd  at  this  pl.ice  on  the  evening  of  the  12th, 
•A-.v\  liere  met  with  geju  Gaines.  From  a  letter  re- 
C'livtd  from  the  governor  of  Georgia,  advising  of 
r'.u-  n;o\emeiit  oi'the  militia  fwm  the  s'iveral  coun- 
ts >,  to  the  designated  point  of  rendezvous,  as  well 
a:*  tJie  puncUiality  with  which  the  troops  have  as- 
s-'rmbled  here,  under  gen.  Ciaines'«  reqiilKltion,  has 
induced  a-  hope  that  L  sh;ill  be  enabled  to  make  a 
ri!o:npt  and  speedy  marcli  fur  the  relief  of  Fort  I 
stott.  I 

"I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  col.  11.  G. ' 
0;t  to  capt.  "Ci^'hs,  contractor's  ager.t  at  Fort  Haw- ' 
Iviws.     From  tlie  sum  with  which  he  states  to  have 
i'lrnisi'.ed  his  agents  in  this  cDuntry,  you  can  judge' 
iil^x'Ttreilifcicipt  lUtaiis  ilavf  been  adojitcd  to  cu- 


\sure  the  necessary  sup])Hes  to  the  troops  hereto- 
fore in  service,  as  well  as  those  summoned  to  the 
field  under  tb.e  late  requisition.  The  mode  of  pro- 
visioning  an  army  by  contract,  is  not  adapted  to  the 
prompt  and  efficient  movement  of  troops.  It  muy 
answer  in  time  of  profound  peace,  where  a  failure 
or  delay  cahnot  produce  any  serious  111  corisequei!. 
ces.  But,  where  active  operations  are  neccssaiv, 
and  success  dependant  on  prompt  and  quick  iriovi;. 
ments,  there  is  uo  dependance  to  be  placed  on  the 
contractor.  His  views  are  purely  mercenary,  and, 
where  the  supplies  will  not  ensure  him  a  profit,  he 
hesitates  not  on  a  failure,  never  regarding  how 
far  It  may  defeat  the  best  devised  plans  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  Experience  has  confirmed  me  in 
this  opinlon,^  and  tlie  recent  fadure  has  prompted 
me  again  to  express  it. 

The  plan  which  has  been  adopted  to  procure  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the;  arni} ,  to  transport  them 
to  Fort  Scott,  antl  the  quantity  otherwise  ordered 
to  that  point,  will,  I  hope,  relieve  me  from  any  em- 
biirrassment  on  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow 
has  been  struck  upon  the  enemy.  I  have  been  so 
frequently  embarrassed  from  tlic  failures  of  con- 
tractors, that  I  cannot  but  express  a  hope  that  some 
other  more  efficient  and  certain  mode  ofsup]dying 
our  army  may  be  adopted:  such  a  plan  as  will  ren- 
der those  charged  with  the  execution  of  so  impor- 
tant a  trust,  responsible  to  military  uiithori •.;,',  and 
.exposed  to  severe  and  merited  chastisements, 
whenever  defaulters,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 
martial. 

Head-Quarters,  Division  nfthe  Sovth, 

Fort  Earlu,  26/A  Feb.  1818.  , 
Siu — In  my  last  from  Hai-tford,  Georgia,  of  tlie 
14th  inst.  1  expi-essed  a  hope  that  the  plans  adopt- 
ed to  procure  supplies  for  the  detachment  fropi 
Georgia,  to  transport  them  to  Fort  Scott,  together 
v\  ith  the  quantity  ordered  to  that  point,  would  re- 
lieve me  from  many  embarrassments  on  that  ac- 
count, un1il  a  decisive  blow  cotild  be  sfioiek  upo;i 
the  enemy. 

The  Georgia  detachment  marched  from  their 
enc:mipnient,  near  Hartford,  on  the  19th  inst.  and 
on  that  night  gen.  Gaines  received  a  letter  from 
lieut.  col.  Arbuckle,  commanding  at  Fort  Scott, 
containing  such  intelligence  of  his  intention  tu 
abandon  that  post,  in  the  event  of  not  reccivinj; 
supplies  In  u  short  given  time,  as  induced  him 
(gen.  Gaines)  to  set  out  that  night,  and,  if  possiblOj 
b}'  reaching'  the  place  in  time,  to  prevent  such  a 
disastrous  movement. 

'I'hc  general  has,  as  he  communicated  tome,  or- 
dered a  large  supi)ly  of  provisions  to  the  Creek 
Agency,  to  be  transported  in  boats  to  Fort  Scott 
and  this  place,  which  would  serve  until  that  ordered 
from  Mobile,  b\-  m\  self,  should  arrive,  and  under 
tiint  order  did  calculate  on  meeting  tv\  o  boats  load- 
ed with  flour,  on  his  reaching  this  ])!aCG,  hut  was 
deceived,  liLiving  arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  which  he  left  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  in  « 
small  boat,  with  12  men.  On  the  night  of  the  22(1, 
1  I'eeeived,  by  express,  a  letter  directed  to  geii. 
f  laines,  and  dated  the  19th  inst,  from  ca])t.  Melvin^, 
<if  tlie  4th  Infantry,  who  had  been  charged  by  gee- 
Gaines  to  f>udd  the  boats  at  the  Agency,  and  have 
the  provisions  traiispwi'ted  thence — stating,  that  tv.o 
boats  would  be  finished  in  two  duys,  which  wouli^ 
tfansport  up'wards  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  floiu' 
each:  the-se  1  had  strongly  calculated  on,  but  they 
have  not  arrived.  The  excessive  rains  have  ren- 
dered the  roads  so  bad,  that  I  ordered  the  troop.?; 
«);i  their  ninrrli  here,  to  take  their  baggage  on  the 
\vaggoii  fiorscs,  and  uCattcfon  the  waggons:  this  ct- 
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cilitated  their  march  to  this  placo,  which  they 
reached  to  day,  and  eleven  hundw^d  men  arc  now 
]iere,  without  a  barrel  of  flour  or  Inishcl  of  corn. 
We  have  pork  on  foot,  and  to-morrow  I  sliall  pro- 
ceed for  Fort  Scott,  and  endeavor  to  procure  from 
the  Indians  a  supply  of  corn,  that  will  aid  in  sub- 
sisting'thc  detachment  until  we  rsach  that  place. 
How  those  failures  have  happened,  under  the  su- 
ncrintend;ince  of  regular  oflicers,  I  cannot  imag'ine, 
but  blame  must  rest  some  where,  and  it  sliall  be 
strictlv  iiivestitjated  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 

permit. 

The  waters  are  unusually  hip^'h,  ami  the  ground 
so  rotten,  that  it  is  with  much  dithculty  even  ]5ack- 
horses  can  ])ass.     Every  stream  wc  are  compelled 
either  to  bridge  or  swim. 
Ihave  the  honor  to  be, 

ANDREW  .TACKSON, 
Major-Gencral  Commanding. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War, 

■   'i^Fort  Gadsden,  east  bank  of  the  Appalacli'icu!^  viver, 

fbvmerlj'  negro  tort,  25th  March,  1818. 
Heap  Quartbiis,  Divisiojt  south. 

Sir:  At  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  9th  inst.  I  readied 
forVScott,  with  the  brigade  of  Gi^orgia  mill  ia,  900 
bayonets  strong,  and  some  of  the  fi-iendly  Creeks, 
who  had  joined  me  on  my  mqrclj  a  few  days  before, 
where  fiiiding  but  one  quart  of  corn  per  man,  and  a 
few  poor  cattle,  which,  added  to  the  live  pork  I 
brought  along  would  give  us  three  days  rations  of 
meii,  deieniu)ed  me  i»t  once  to  use  this  small  sup- 
ply to  the  best  advantage.  Accordingly,  having 
been  advised  by  col.  Cibson,  quarter  master  gene 
ral,  that  he  would  sail  from  New-Orleans,  on  the 
r>,h  of  February,  with  svipplies,  and  being  also 
idviscd.thiit  two  sloops  with  provisions  were  in 
the  bay,  and  an  officer  had  been  despatched  froai 
fiirtS*ott  in  a  large  keel  boat  to  bring  up  a  part  of 
theiv  loading,  and  deeming  that  tlie  preservation 
of  these  supplies  wovild  be  to  preserve  tlxe  army, 
ind enable  me  to  prosecute  the  campaign:  I  assunj' 
ed  the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  lOih,  order- 
ed tlie  live  stock  to  be  slauglitered  and  issued  to 
the  troops  with  one  quart  of  corn  to  earh  man,  and 
the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  tip  at  12  meridian. 
Having  to  cross  the  Flint  river,  which  was  very 
high,  combined  wi'h  some  neglect  in  returning  tb.e 
boats  during  a  very  dark  night,  I  was  unable  to 
move  trom  the  opposite  bank  mitil  9  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  I  took  up  my  line 
ofmurch  down  the  east  bank  of  the  river  for  this 
place,  toucbing  the  river  as  often  as  practicable, 
loolsiog  fur  the  provision  boat  which  was  ascend 
iiig,  and  which  I  w.^js  fonunaie  enough  to  meet  on 
the  13, h,  when  I  ordered  an  extra  ration  to  the 
troop,s,  they  not  ji  'ving  received  h  fidl  one  of  meaj 
or  Hour  since  their  arrival  at  fort  E  >rly. 

On  that  day  my  patroles  captured  three  p'lson- 
ers,  and  found  some  hidden  corn.  On  the  rriorni'sf; 
of  the  14th,  I  ordered  the  boat  down  the  r.ver  to 
this  place,  whilst  I  descended  by  land,  and  reiched 
here  witliout  interruption  on  the  )6.h.  The  eligi 
bility  of  this  spot  as  a  depot  determined  me,  and 
I  immediately  directed  my  aid  de  camp,  lieut. 
Radsden,  of  the  engineer  corps,  to  furnish  a  plan 
for,  and  superintend  the  erection  of,  a  foriiticalion. 
His  talents  and  indefatigable  zeal  displayed  in  the 
Meciuion  of  this  order,  induced  me  lo  name  i-. 
lOTl  Gidsdeu— to  which  he  is  justly  entitled.  On 
myariivalherel  immediitely  des:).iV;hed  ilie  boat 
'"  I''-'  ^'^y  for  the  balance  pf  the  provisions  known 
wbe  there;  and  l.,  ascertain  whether  the  (lotiUa, 
inchar,;e  of  ol.  Gibs^Mi,  li^d  rcac'icd  ihi-r-,  and 
Woiich  r&.urned  on  t!ie  r-}'.h  with  the  unpl^asing 


'r»t.».j!'g'?r!ce  tb.it  ''<V.Jur>i^  had  '►-■"ei*  heard  from  tlie 
flotijht  from  Xew-Orle.'^ins,  since  it  was  seev.  passing 
fort  Bowyer.     I  immedia'ely  put  the  troops  onh  ilf 
rations,  and  pushed  the  cimpietio'^  of  tlie  fivt  for 
the  protection  of  the   provisions  in  the  e'vent    of    . 
their  arrival,  intending  to  march  for'hwilli   ro  the 
he.»rt  of  the  eue'fiy,  aird  end  -.iv.n'  to  sub-f-t  upon 
liinj-  In  fhe  meantime^  I  despatched  m:']  ir  V  n  nrg, 
oi'tlje  corps  of  arti'ileryy  to  t^.ke  ano  licr  look  into 
ihc  bay,  whose  return,  on  the  niorniig  of  ;!ie  23:'., 
hi-Tighl  the  inf  )rmatinn  that  cot.  (J'r-son,  Nvitli  owe 
';;anb  iat  and  three  transports,  an  1  otijcrs  in  sight, 
were  in  ih'i  byy.     On  the  same  ni.:;^ht,  I  received 
other  infirmation  that  no  more  had  arrived.     1  am, 
tUerefore,  app:-ehensive  that  Some  of  the  smaller 
vesEe's  hive    been  lost,   as  one  gunboat  went   to 
nieces,  and    another,  when  last   fj)  )ken,    hud   on.; 
foot  of  wa'er  in  her  Iwld— all  the  v.-ssels  Iki'I  hfi-n 
spokeji  afer  a  gale  that  disp.?rsed  them.     A  p.orlh, 
and  north  west  wrnd,  had  prevailed  f.>r  six  d.iv, 
but  his  fortimatcly  clianged  thi-!  morning.     I  :ira 
now  awaiting  a  boat  from  the  bav  (which  iscxfjcct- 
ed  to-day)  to  complete  eiglit  days  rations  fop  my 
troops,  upon  w!iirh  I  mean  to  march.     Fi-om  infor- 
matMJO  received  from  Pensacola  and  New  Orle.ihs, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  thit  St.  Marks  is  in  possession 
of  the   I'ldians.     The   governor   of  rensaCnla   in- 
formed  cap'..  Call,  of  the  1st  infmtry,  (now  here) 
that  the  Indians  hiid  demanded  arms,  ammunition 
and  provisions,  or  the  possession  of  the  garriso;i 
Qf  Sfc  Marks  of  tlie  commamlsnt,  and  that  he  pre- 
sumed possession  would  be  given  from  inability  to 
defend  jt.     The  Spanish  government   is  bound  by 
treaty  to  keep  the  Indians  at  peace  «'ith  us.     Tl'ey 
have  acknowledged  their  incompetency  to  do  fhi.'^, 
and  are  consequently  bound  by  the  law  of  n«tio:-s 
to  yield  us  all  facilities  to  reduce  them.     Under 
this  consideration,  should  I  be  able,  I   shall  take 
possession  of  the  garriswn  as  a  depot  for  my  su''- 
plie*,  should  it  be  foand  in  the  liandsofthe  S:->.t- 
niuds,  they  having  supplied  tlie  Iffdians;  but  if  in 
the  han'ls  of  the  ejiemy,  I  will  possess  it  for  tlie 
benefit  of  the  Uyited  States,  as  a  necessary  position 
f()r  me  Ip  hoM,  to  give  peace  and  sectivity  tot'iis 
frontier,  and  put  a  final  erxl  to  Indian  warfare  in  t!ie 
south. 

Finding  it  v^y  difTisult  to  supply  fort  Crawfitrd 
on  the  CaneucliO,  by  land,  I  kave  ordered  the  sup- 
plies for  that;  gan-ison  by  water,  and  written  to  (he 
governor  of  Pensa«ola,  thitt  if  he  interrupts  them 
during  the  present  Indiiin  war,  I  shall  view  it  as 
aiding  our  enemy,  and  treat  it  is  .in  act  of  hnsiility, 
and  stated  to  him  the  propriety  under  existing 
circumstances  of  his  affording  all  facilities  to  put 
down  their  own  as  well  a,s  our  enemies,  and  that 
our  gover;iments  while  negooiating  cun  t:<k*  the 
subject  under  consideration,  i^ut,  in  the  meantime, 
our  provisions  must  pass  to  fjrt  Crawford  by  water 
without  interruption. 

In  mine,  of  the  14lh  February,  from  Hai^ford,  I 
informed  you  of  the  meins  adopted  t.o  procure  sup. 
plies,  'ind  in  lay  last  of  the  26th  from  f)rt  E.viy,  I 
iaf.)rmed  you  of  their  situation.  To  thw?e  com- 
munications, I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  I  have  only 
to  add;  t!)at  I  left  fort  Karly  for  fort  Soott,  a  lil 
subsisted  my  troops  on  ground  peas,  corn  and  poik, 
that  1  could  occasio!itlly  procure  from  the  Indians, 
with  some  pork  I  bad  on  fjot,  the  whole  subsis- 
tence for  n\an  and  liorse  not  costing  five  hundred 
dollars.  Of  all  the  su|)pries  purchased  for  the  relief 
of  fort  Scott,  and  the  .supportof  the  Geoigiamiliii  ■, 
uot  one  pou-id  was  received  until  I  pas-^ed  for.t 
Scott.  I  said,  in  my  last,  that  blame  rested  some 
where.     'I'iie  cause  of  those  failures  '(Vi't!,  in  due 
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time,  'n^' a  «nl)if"*  o'invB-rjirntir' i;  aud  co  .  Bre^rlev 
hxs  'leen  arrested  on  the  application  of  general 
Gaines. 

Hv  some  9tran.(»e  fatality,  unaccountable  to  me, 
tlie  Tennessee  volunteers  li:ive  not  yet  joined  me. 
Tlt^v  prompilv  left  their  homes,  and  throui^^h  the 
incUm^nt  weather,  reached  r»rt  Mitcbell,  where 
I  had  ordered  them  supplies,  and  where  col.  Hnyne, 
wlio  led  'hem,  met  my  instructions  To  pass  by  fori 
G;'iiieS,  u-hcre  they  would  get  a  supply  of  **orn, 
tliat  wo\ild  enrible  him  to  reacli  fort  Scott;  but  the 
idei  of  s";trvaMOii  had  stalked  abrond;  n  pai>ic  *^p 
j^eiirs  to  have  spread  itself  every  where,  and  he  was 
told  that  they  were  starving  at  fort  Gaines  and  fori 
Scott,  and  he  was  induced  to  pass  into  Georgia  for 
supplies  ffis  men  and  officers,  as  reported  tome, 
were 'viUing  to  risk  the  'vorst  of  consequences,  on 
w!i3t  they  had,  fo  join  me:  however,  they  have  been 
TYiarcIiprl  from  their  supplies  to  a  country  stripped 
fif  tiie'^n,  when  every  consideration  should  li.tve 
induced  his  advisers  to  have  urged  Iiim  on  to  ?ecure 
ihe  supplies  in  the  bay,  and  preserve  themselves 
and  fori.  Scott  from  starvation,  i  have  a  hope  they 
•wiii  join  me  before  I  reach  St.  Mark*,  or  the  Meka- 
suky  towns:  tliis  would  be  desir.ible,  as  ihe  troops 
fi-dered  fiMU'  New. Orleans  to  protect  the  supplies 
luve  not  veached  the  hay,  and  le  ivi'ig  f^\rrisons  at 
^rts  Scott  and  Gadsden,  weakens  my  f  )rce  murU 
'I'he  v/hole  effective  strength  of  il4e  regulars,  bring 
but  360  privates. 

In  minf>,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  from  fort  Eurlv,  I 
st:ited  that  despitches,  recuved  hy  gen.  Gaines,  on 
the  19ili  inst.  from  the  comin^n  lingofficer  at  fort 
Scott,  induced  him  to  set  ..ut  that  night  for  for-- 
Soolt  to  prevent  its  abandonment,  Sic.  In  his  pas- 
aage  down  the  Flint  he  was  siiipwrecked,  by  which 
lie  lost  his  H.-isistant  adjutant  general,  lUhjor  C. 
"Wright  and  two  soldiers,  (drowned.)  The  gene 
r^l  reu^hed  me  s'.x  days  afitr,  nearly  exliaustedby 
hunger  and  cold,  having  lost  liis  biiggage  and  clotb- 
ing,  and  being  compelled  to  wander  in  the  woods 
four  und  a  half  days  without  any  thing  to  subsist 
on,  <iv  any  clothing  except  a  pair  of  pantaloons.  1 
am  happy  to  h  ive  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  he  is 
row  with  me  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  in  good 
health. 

The  great  scarcity  of  subaltern  offkjers  in  the 
4th  and  7Ui  ri-^jments  of  infantry,  has  mduced  me 
to  app'  int  several  young  men,  present,  as  2nd 
lieute;ian*s  in  the  regiments,  who,  from  personal 
knowledge  and  good  recommenda-.icnb,  I  have  do 
duubt  will  prove  themselves  wordij;  and,  1  '.rust 
will  meet  witli  the  approbation  of  the  president. 
A  list  of  their  names  and  the  regiments  to  which 
tliey  are  attached,  will  be  furnished  the  adjutant 
and  inspector  general  by  my  adjutant  general. 

ANDREW  JAClvSON,  maj.  geu.  comd'g- 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  the  piea- 
ture  to  inform  you  that  the  boat  from  ffie  bay  has 
arrived  with  provisions,  jkIso  col.  Gibson,  and  capt. 
^I'Keever,  of  the  navy.  I  shall  move  to-morrow, 
having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  wiili 
capt.  M'Keever  for  his  cooperatiou  in  transporting 
my  supplies  around  to  the  bay  of  St.  Marks,  froi'u 
which  place,  I  shall  do  myself 'h«>  honor  of  com- 
numicating  with  you.  Should  oiir  enemy  attempt 
to  esc.pe  with  his  supplies  and  booty  to  the  small 
Islands,  and  thence  to  carry  on  a  predatory  war- 
fare, tlie  assistance  of  the  navy  will  prevent  his  es- 
cape. 

General  M'Intosh,  commanding  the  friendly 
Creek.s,  who  had  been  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the 
right  bank  of  the  Appalachiuola,  reported  to  me, 


on  th;  ]9ih,  that  he  had  captured,  without  the  liie 
of  i-  gun,  one  bundi-ed  and  eighty  women  and  chil- 
d' en,  and  53  wa-riorsof  the  Red  Ground  chi<f's 
party,  with  their  cattle  and  supplies.  The  cliief 
and  30  warciors  making  their  escape  on  horseback. 
Ten  of  the  warriors,  a'temptiig  to  escape  after 
they  had  surrendered,  were  killed  by  the  genei-al. 

A.J. 
The  hon.  J  C.  Calhous^,  sec'y  of  war. 

H«ail  quarters,  division  of  the  smith,  7 
camp  near  St.  Murks,  Sth  April,  18IS.  J 
Sir — I  wrote  you  fom  fort  G«dsden,  communi- 
eating  the  embarrassments  under  which  I  had  la- 
bored previous  to  mv  arrival  at  that  post,  and  my 
determination,  beintrthen  in  a  situation  to  com- 
mence active  operations,  to  penetrate  immediately 
into  the  ce!)tre  of  the  Seminole  towns.  My  army 
marched  on  tlie  26ih  ultimo,  and  on  the  1st  of 
April  was  reinforced  by  the  friendly  Creek  war- 
rinrs,  under  general  M'Iniosh,  and  a  detachment 
of  Tennessee  volunteers,  commanded  by  col.  El- 
liot. On  the  same  day,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  advance 
of  the  Mickasukian  villages,  a  small  party  of  hos- 
tile Indians  were  discovered  judiciously  located  om 
a  point  of  land  projecting  into  an  extensive  nv*rsliy 
pond,  the  position  designated,  as  since  imderstooc?, 
lor  the  concentrating  of  the  negro  and  Indian  for- 
ces, to  give  us  battle.  They  sustained,  for  a  short 
period,  a  spiritf'd  attack  from  my  advanced  spy 
companies,  but  Hed  and  dispersed  in  every  direc- 
ion  upon  coming  in  contact  with  my  flank  co- 
lumns,and  discovering  a  movement  to  encircle  them. 
The  pursuit  was  cmtinued  through  the  Mickasuki- 
an towns,  tmtil  night  compelled  me  to  encamp  my 
army.  The  next  day,  detaciiments  were  sent  out 
in  ever^  direction,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  se- 
cure all  sunplies  found,  and  reduce  to  ashes  the 
villages.  The  duty  was  executed  to  my  satisfac- 
tion; nearly  three  hundred  houses  were  consumed, 
and  the  greatest  abundance  of  corn,  cattle,  &c. 
brought  in.  Every  indication  of  a  hostile  spirit 
was  found  in  the  habitations  of  their  chiefs.  In  the 
council  houses  of  Kenhagees  town,  the  king  of  the 
Mickasukians,  more  than  fifty  fresh  scalps  were 
found,  and,  in  the  centre  of  the  public  square,  the 
old  Red  Sticks' standard,  a  red  pole,  w^s  erected, 
crowned  with  the  scalps,  lecognized  by  the  hair, 
as  torn  from  \he  heads  oF  the  unfortunate  compa- 
nions of  Scott.  As  I  hul  reason  to  believe  that  a 
portion  of  the  hostile  Indians  had  fled  to  St.  Muk", 
I  directed  my  march  towards  that  fortress.  .\J 
advised,  I  found,  that  the  Indi.ns  and  vegroes  com* 
bined  had  degnanded  a  surrender  of  that  work.  The 
Spanish  garriion  v/as  too  weak  to  defend  it,  and 
ihere  were  circumstances  reported,  producing  a 
jtrong  co'iviction  in  my  mind,  that,  if  not  instiga- 
ted by  the  Spanish  authorities,  the  Indians  hadre- 
ceived  tlie  means  ofcurrying  on  the  war  from  that 
quarter.  Foreign  agents,  who  have  been  long 
practising  their  intrigues  and  vill.mies  in  this 
country,  iiad  free  access  into  the  fort.  St.  Marks 
was  necess-u-y  as  a  depot,  to  ensure  success  to  my 
operations.  These  cunsiderations  determined  me 
to  occtipy  it  with  an  American  force.  An  invento- 
ry of  Spanish  properly,  munitions  of  war,  Suc.  has 
been  taken  ami  receipted  for.  Personal  rights  and 
private  properly  have  been  respected,  and  ihe  com- 
mandant and  garrison  furnislied  with  transporta- 
tion to  Pensaeola.  My  correspondence  wiih  the 
Spanish  commandant,  the  evidences  under  wliich  I 
a^ted,  and  a  detailed  account  of  m\  operations,  will 
be  furriished  you  as  early  as  practicable.  Success 
depends  upon  the  rapidity  of  my  movements;  to- 
morrow I  shall  march  for  the  Suwaney  riverj  th« 
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des^royinj  of  the  establishments  on  which  will,  inl  plisliefl,  but  fort'.ie  poverty  of  my  horses  aiul  the 


continued  slieets  of  water  through  which  we  had  to 
pas*.  On  the  morning  of  the  15ih  my  scouts  over- 
took a  small  party  of  Indians,  killing  one  man,  and 
capturing  the  residue,  consisting  of  one  mnn  and 
woman  and  two  children,  and  on  that  evening  I  en- 
camped, as  my  guide  s'lppused,  within  12  miles  of 
Suwany  I  marclied  very  early  on  the  16t'p  under 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  encoTipass  and  at'a  k  the 
Indian  and  negvo  towns  by  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  but 
much  to  my  regret,  at  3  oVlock.  and  'jfier  march- 
ing 16  miles,  we  reached  a  remarkable  pond, 
which  my  guide  recollected  and  re]>orted  i'  bfe 
distant  six  miles  from  the  object  of  my  march: 
here  I  sliould  iiave  hdedfor  the  night,  had  not 
six  mounted  Indians  (supposed  to  be  spies)  v-ho 
were  di'^covered,  iiavp  eifVcted  their  escipe;  this 
determined  me  to  attempt  by  a  forced  nu)v.^!nent 
to  prevent  the  removal  oft'ieir  effects,  an*:!,  if  pos- 
sible, themselves  from  crossing  the  river;  f;r,  my 
rations  bei  \g  o-it,  it  was  all  important  to  secure 
their  supplier  for  the  "Subsistence  of  niy  troops.  Ac- 
covdinely,  my  lilies  of  attack  were  ins'anil}- form- 
ed  tnd  put  in  nio' 


my  opinion,  put  a  final  close  to  this  savage  war 

Capt.  M'Keever,  of  the  navy,  cruizing  at  my  re- 
fliiest  on  this  coast,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
secure Fnncis  or  IliUis  Ilago,  the  great  prophet, 
and  Hornattlemied,  an  old  Red  Siickchief.  They 
visited  his  vessel  under  an  impression  they  were 
English,  from  whom,  as  they  stated,  supplies  of 
muni' ions  of  war,  &c.  under  late  promises  were  ex- 
pected, Arhutiinot,  a  Scotchman,  and  suspected 
as  an  instigator  of  this  savage  war,  was  found  in  St. 
Marks;  lie  is  in  confinemenL  until  evidences  pf  his 
gnilt  can  be  collected. 

I  am,  &.C.  voup  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  ni.ijor  gen.  comd'g. 

Camp  14  miles  from  St.  Marks,  0 
on  march  to  Suwaney,  9th  April,  1818.  5 
Frofln  evidence  furnished  me  by  a  Mr.  Hambly, 
there  is  little  room  to  doubt  but  what  one  of  ti)e 
chiefs  Pound  slain  on  the  field  in  advance  of  the  Me- 
kasukian  villages,  was  Kenhagee.  Francis  or 
Hillis  Hago  and  Hornattlemeid,  the  prime  instig.i- 

tors  of  this  war,  have  been  hung;  the  latter  com-j  ed  tnd  put  in  nio  iou,  and  about  sun  set  n)y  left 
manded  the  party  who  so  inhumanly  sacrificed  I  flar.k  column,  composed  of  the  2d  regiment  of  Ten- 
Scott  and  his  companions.  Col.  Dyer,  with  the  re  j  n  s«ee  volunteers,  comm:inded  by  Col.  Williamsor, 
maiMder  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  is  in  the  Und  a  pari  of  the  frienlly  Indians  under  colonel 
neighborhood,  and  will  unite  with  me  to-morrow.     K  nard,    having  approaciicd  the  iefr  flank  of  the 

centre  town  and    commenced  their  attack,  caused 


Head  quarters,  division  of  the  sotith, 

Bowlegs' Town,  Suwany  river,  20  h  April,  1818. 

Sir— My  last  communication,  da'ed  camp  before 
St.  Marks,  8th  of  April,  and  those  to  which  it  re 
ferred,  advised  yoti  of  my  movements  and  opera- 
tions up  to  tliat  date,  and,  as  I  then  advised  yoir,  I 
marched  from  tliat  place  on  the  morning  of  the  9th. 
On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  waa  joined  by  the 
rear  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  also  by  the  InJi- 
dians  under  general  Mcintosh,  whom  I  had  left  at 
Mickasuky,  to  scour  the  country  around  that  place. 
Although  the  weather  .has  been  dry  and  pleasant, 
and  the  waters  had  subsided  in  a  great  degree, 
our  march  might  be  said  to  have  been  through 
water,  which  kept  the  infantry  wet  to  the  middle, 
and  the  depth  of  the  swawips,  added  to  the  want 
of  for<ge,  occasioned  the  horses  to  give  out  daily 
in  great  numbers. 

On  ;he  morning  of  the  12lh,  near  Econfinnah  or 
Natural  Bridge,  a  party  of  Indians  were  discovered 
on  the  margin  of  a  swamp  and  attacked  by  general 
Mcintosh  and  about  50  Tennessee  volunteers,  who 
routed  them,  killing  57  warriors  and  capturing  six 
men  and  97  women  and  children:  also  re-capturing 
a  white  woman  who  had  been  taken  at  the  massa 
ere  of  Scott.  The  friendly  Indian.^  also  took  some 
horses,  and  about  5^0  head  of  cattle  from  the  ene- 
my, who  proved  to  be  McQueen's  p  trty.  Upon  the 
application  of  an  old  woman  of  the  prisoners,  I 
agreed,  that  if  McQieen  was  tied  and  carried  to 
the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  her  people  should 
be  received  in  pe::oe,  carried  to  the  upper  tribes  of 
the  Creek  Nxtion,  and  there  provisioned  until 
titey  could  raise  their  own  crops.  S!ie  appeared 
much  pleased  with  these  terms,  and  I  set  her  at 
liQerly  with  written  instructions  to  the  comman 
dant  of  St,  .Marks  to  that  effect.  Having  received 
Ho  further  intelligence  from  .McQueen,  I  am  induc- 
ed to  believe  the  old  woman  has  complied  with  her 
part  of  the  obligation. 

From  St.  Marks  I  marched  with  eight  days  r.i- 
tions,  those  that  Joined  me  having  but  five:  this 
Was  done  under  the  expectaiioa  of  reaching  this 
place  at  that  lime,  founded  upon  the  report  of  my 
»ithful  Indian  guide,  which  I  should  Uavs  acco.Ti- 


me  to  quicken  the  pace  of  the  centre,  compojed  of 
the  regulars,  Georgia  militia,  and  my  voluniee.- 
Kentucky  aid  Tennesee  guards,  in  order  to  press 
the  erremy  in  liis  centre,  whilst  the  right  column, 
composed  of  the  1st  regiment  of  Tennessee  voltm- 
teers  under  col.  Dyer,  and  a  part  of  the  friendly 
Indians,  headed  by  general  M-Intosh,  who  had 
preceded  mo,  were  endravoring  to  turn  Lis  left 
and  cat  off  i-.is  retreat  to  the  river.  They,  hovrever, 
having  been  previously  informed  of  our  force,  by  a 
precipitate  retreat  soon  crossed  the  river;  where 
it  is  believed  colonel  Kanard  with  his  Inclians  did 
him  considerable  i'ljurv.  Nine  negroes  and  two 
Indians  were  found  dead,  and  two  negro  men  made 
prisoners.  On  the  17th  foraging  parties  were  sent 
out,  who  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  and 
some  cattle.  On  the  18th,  having  obtained  some 
small  craft,  I  ordered  general  Gaines  across  the 
river  with  a  strong  detachment,  and  two  days  pro. 
vision,  to  pursue  the  enem}-;  the  precipit.wcy  of 
their  yight  was  soon  discovered  by  the  great  qnan- 
tity  of  goods,  corn,8ic.  strewed  through  the  swamps 
and  convinced  general  Gaines  that  pursuit  was  in 
vain.  Nine  Indians  and  five  negro  pi  i.-oners  were 
taken  by  our  Indians.  The  evidence  t.t  the  haste 
widi  which  tiie  enemy  h:)d  fled,  induced  the  gene- 
ral to  confine  his  reconnoisance  to  search  for  c.atlls 
and  horses,  both  of  which  were  much  wanted  by 
the  army.  About  oO  head  of  cattle  were  procured, 
but  from  the  reports  accompanyi'g  general  Gaines', 
which  in  due  time  will  l)e  forwarded  to  you,  and 
the  disobedience  of  his  orders  by  the  Indians,  not 
one  pound  was  broiig-lit  into  camp. 

As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  1  shall  forward  yo\i 
adelailed  account  of  the  various  little  affairs  with 
tlie  enemy,  accompanied  with  reports  of  the  coni- 
mandingolficers  of  detachments;  suffice  it  for  the 
present  to  add,  thai  every  officer  and  soldier  inider 
my  command,  when  daitger  appeared,  .shewed  a 
steady  firmness,  whicii  convinced  me  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  stubborn  Ci^nflict,  tiiey  would  have  rea- 
lized the  best  hopes  of  their  country  ainl  general. 

I  believe  I  may  s.iy  that  the  destructii;n  of  this 
place,  with  the  possession  of  St.  Marks,  having,  on 
the  night  of  the  Idlh  capiured  the  late  lieut.  Am^ 
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Bristpp,  of  the  Britisli  marine  corps,  and,  as  repre  I  not  been  Iieard  of.     From  sipns  discovered  on  V  e 


sented  by  Arbuthnot,  successor  to  Woodbine,  will 
end  the  Indian  war  for  the  present;  and,  shoiils!  it 
be  renewed,  the  position  taken,  which  oupht  to  be 
held,  will  enable  a  small  party  to  put  it  dewn 
promptly. 

I  shall  m-der,  or  take  myself,  a  reconnoisance 
west  of  the  App&lachicola,  at  Pensacola  point, 
where  I  am  informed,  there  arc  a  few  R"d  Sticks  as 
sembled,  who  are  fed  .nnd  supplied  by  the  governor 
of  Penr.acola.  Mv  iiealth  beirrg' impaired,  as  soon 
as  this  duty  is  pei formed,  the  positions  taken,  well 
jjarrisoned,  ar.d  security  pivcn  to  the  soul  hern 
■frontier  (if  the  government  have  not  active  employ 
for  me)  I  shall  return  to  Nashville  to  regain  my 
health.  The  health  of  the  troops  is  much  impair 
ed,  and  I  have  ordered  tlie  Georgia  troops  to  ilirt- 
for.'l,tobe  mustered,  paid  and  di^chnrt^-ed.  Tlie 
general  having  communicated  his  wishes  and  tlmt 
of  his  troops  to  be  ordered  directly  there,  and  re- 
porting that  they  have  plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to 
subsist  them  to  lihat  point.  I  iiave  written  to  the 
goveriror  of  Georgia  to  obtain  from  tlie  state,  the 
necessary  funds  to  pay  general  Glascock's  brigade 
when  discharged,  and  that  the  government  will 
promptly  refund  it.  I  ain  compelled  to  this  mode 
to  have  them  promptly  paid.  Mr.  Hogan,  the  piy 
master  of  the  7'<h  infantry  (for  whom  I  received, 
from  Mr.  Brent,  an  enclosure  said  to  contain  JOjOOU 
dollars)  not  hnving  readied  me. 

From  the  infrrnation  received  from  Ambrister 
and  a  Mr.  Co 'k,  who  was  capiured  with  him,  tltnt 
A.  Arbulhnot's  schooner  was  at  the  mouth  of  this 
river  ))reparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of  Tamper,  my 
aid-de-camp,  lieut.  Gadsden,  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices villi  a  small  detachment  to  deccnd  the  river 
and  capture  her.  Tiie  importance  of  this  vessel  to 
transport  my  sick  to  St.  Marks,  as  well  as  to  de- 
stroy the  means  used  by  tiie  enemy,  indnced  me  to 
grant  his  request.  He  sailed  yesterday,  and  I  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  from  him  this  mornii\g;  I  only 
await  his  report  to  take  tip  the  Tine  of  march  on  my 
return  to  St.  Marks.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by 
vhoin  I  send  tliis,  being  .about  to  march,  compels 
me  to  close  it  without  the  report  of  lieutenant 
Gadsden. 

1  have,  &c.  Sj.c..  .,;.  .,.,  i 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  maj.  gen-.  CQtndg. 
Tlie  hon.  secretary  ot  war. 
No.  8. 
Head  Quarters,  Division  South,      ^ 
Fort  St.  Ma! ks,   25lh  April,    1818. 3 
Sin — I  wrote  you  from  Bowlegs'  town,  on  the 
SOdi  instant.     On  the  night  of  the  same  day   I  re- 
ceived  the    expected  despatch  f.-om   my   aid-de- 
camp, lieut.  Gadsde>,  communicating  the   succes'i 
of  his  expedition;  and  on  thene.\t  day,  as  soon  as 
the  sick  of  my  army   were  despatched   down  the 
Suwaney   river,   to  be   conveyed   in  the  captured 
schooner  to  St.  Marks,  I  took  up  the   li.ie  of  marcii 
for  tiiat  fort.     I  arrived  in  this  place   last  evening, 
performing  a  marcli  of  107  miles,  in  less  tiian  fivt 
days;  lieut.  Gadsden  had  reached   it  a. few  hours 
before  me.      He    communicates  having  found,  a- 
moig  the  papers  of  Arbuthnoi,    Ambrisler    and 
Cook,  letters,  memorial's,  Sic.  all  pointing  out  the 
instigators  of  this  savage  war,  and   in    some  mea- 
sure involving  tiie  British  government  in  the  agen- 
cy.    These  will  be  forwarded  you  in  a  detailed  le- 
port,  1  propose  communicating  to   you  as  early  as 
practicable. 

I'he  old  woman  spoken  of  in  my  last  communi- 
cation to  you,  wiio  promised  to  use  her  influence  in 
having- M'Queeti  captured  and  delivered  up,  has, 


opposite  shore:  of  the  St.  -Marks'  river,  I  am  in- 
duced to  belfeve  that  the  Indian  party  is  still  in 
this  neighborhood.  A  detachment  will  be  sent 
out  to  reconnoitre  the  coimtry,  to  receive  tlem  as 
friends,  if  disposed  to  surrender;  or  inflict  merited 
chastisement  if  still  hostile. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days  for  Fort 
Gadsden,  and  after  making  all  necesrsary  arrange- 
ments for  the  security  of  the  positions  occupied, 
and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the  country  west  of 
the  Vppalachicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  for  Nash- 
ville:  my  presence  in  this  country  can  be  no  longer 
necessary.  The  Indian  forces  have  been  divided 
and  scattered,  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
those  unprincipled  agents  of  foreign  nations,  who 
have  deluded  them  to  their  ruin;  they  have  not  the 
power,  if  the  will,  of  again  annoying  our  fron. 
tier.     1  remain,  &c.  &c. 

ANDKEW  JACKSON,  maj.  ggn.  comd'g. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  at  war. 

Head-Quarters,  Division  South,  Fort  > 
Gadsden,  5th  May,  1818.  5 

Sin — I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d  inst.  and   embrace  an  early  op- 
portunity of  furnisliingyou  a  detailed  report,  of  my 
operations  to  the  east  of  the  Appalachicola  nver.  In 
the  several  communicatir>ns  addressed  to  \<)u  from 
Hartford,  Fort  Scott,  and  this  place,  I  have  stated 
the  condition  of  the  army  on  my  assuming  the  im- 
mediate command:  tlie  embarrassments  occasioned 
from  the  want  of  provisions;  the  privations  ofmy  ». 
troops  on  their  march  from  tlie  frontiers  of  Geor-  «• 
gia;  and  the  circumstances  wliich  co'iip^Ued  me  to 
move  directly    down  the  App:dachico'a  river,  tat 
mpe>t  with  and  protect  the  expected  supplies  from  -e 
Orleans.     These   v.cre    received    on    the  25lh  of  s 
March,  and  on  the.  next  day  I  was  prepared  for  ac-  ■>? 
tive    operations.     V-ov   a  detailed  account   of  my 
movements,  from  that  period  to  this  day,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  the  report  prepared  by  my 
adjutant  general,  accompHnied    with  capt.  Hugh  f 
Voung's  topographical-  sketch    of  the    route  and  'f^ 
distance  performed.    This  has  be^en  principally  a 
war  oi  movements:  the  enemy,  cut  off  from  their 
strong  holds,  or  deceived  in  the  promised  foreign  a 
aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  engagement.  ■!» 
Their  resistai.ce  has  generally  been  feeble;  and,  in  Jn 
the.  partial  I'er.counlers   into    which  they  seem  to  -r 
have  been  io\'oluntary  forced,  the  regulars,  volun-  k 
teers  and  militia,  under  my  coiTim;ind,  realized  my  x> 
expectations.     Hvery  privation,  fatigue  and  expo-  to 
sure,  was  encountered  with  tlie  spirit  of  soldiers;  tf 
ajid  danger  was  met  with  a  degree  of  tortitude  cal-  u 
culaled  to  strengtlien  the  confidence  I  had  reposed  i& 
in  them.  ',"Kl 

On  the  commencement  of  my  operations,  I  waS"'" 
strongly  inipri-ssed  with  the  belief  that  tiiis  Indian 
war  had  been  exciied  by  some  unprincipled  foreign 
or  private  agejiis.  The  outlaws  of  the  old  Hed 
Stick  party  liad  been  severely  convinced,  and  the 
Seminoies  were  too  weik  in  numbers  to  believe 
that  they  could  possibiy  alone  maintain  a  war,  with 
even  partial  success,  against  the  United  States. 
FiriTily  convinced,  therefore,  that  succor  had  been 
procured  from  some  (juarler,  or  that  they  had  been 
deluded  into  a  belief  that  America  dare  not  vio- 
late  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  by  penetrating  to  tlieir 
lov.'ns,  I  early  determined  to  ascertain  these  facts, 
and  80  to  direct  my  movements  as  to  undeceive  the 
Indians.  Aficr  tiie  destruction  of  t!ie  Mickasvikian 
villages,  I  marched  direct  for  St.  M..rks.  I'i't 
correspondence   between  myself  and  the  Spanish 
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cnm'f>ft'''!;inti  in  which  1  demanded  the  occupancy 
of  the  fortress  with  an  Americam  garrison,  uccom- 
paiiy  this.  It  had  been  reported  to  me,  direct 
from  the  (governor  of  I'ensacola,  that  the  I.idians 
and  negroes,  unfriendly  to  the  iJniled  Statey,  had 
demanded  of  iiie  commandant  of  Su  Marks  a  sup- 
ply of  itmmuiiilior.,  mnnitions  of  war,  &c.  threaten- 
ing, in  the  event  of  a  non-compliance,  to  take  pos- 
session of  tite  fort.  Tlie  Spanish  commandant  ac- 
knowledged tiie  defenceless  state  of  his  fortress, 
and  his  inubiliiy  to  defend  it;  and  the  governor  of 
Pensacola  expressed  similar  apprehensions.  Tlie 
Spanish  agents  tljroughout  the  Fioridas  had  uni- 
formly disavowed  having  any  connection  with  the 
Indians;  and  acknowledged  the  obligatiofis  uf  his 
Ciitholic  majesty,  under  existing  treaties,  to  re- 
.mrain  their  outrages  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Indeed,  they  declared  that  tlie  Se- 
Diinole  Indians  were  viewed  as  alike  hostile  to  the 
Spanish  government,  and  that  the  will  remaineJ, 
though  the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited 
chastisement  on  this  lawless  tribe.  It  v/as,  there- 
fore, to  be  supposed  that  the  American  army,  im- 
pelled by  the  immutable  laws  of  self  defence,  to 
penetrUe  the  territories  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  | 
to  fight  his  battles,  and  even  to  relieve  from  a  cru- 
el bondage  some  of  his  own  stibjects,  would  have 
lean  received  as  allies,  hailed  as  deliverers,  and 
every  facility  afforded  to  them,  to  terminate  spec- 
tllly  and  successfully  this  savage  war.  Tort  St. 
Marks  could  not  be  maintained  by  the  Spanish 
force,  garrisoning  it.  The  Indians  and  negroes 
yiewed  it  as  an  asylum  if  driven  from  the  towns, 
•and  were  preparing  to  occupy  it,  in  this  event.  It 
was  necessary  to  anticipate  their  movements,  in-  j 
dependent  of  the  position  being  deemed  essential, 
as  a  depot  on  which  the  success  of  my  future  ope-  ! 
vslions  measurably  depended.  In  the  spirit  of  | 
friendsliip,  I,  therefore,  demanded  its  surren  ler  lo  i 
*hearmy  of  the  United  States,  until  the  close  of  tiie  : 
Seminole  war.  'l"he  Spunisli  commandant  required 
time  to  rertect;  it  whs  granted;  and  a  ncgocialior. 
ensiiid,  and  an  eftort  was  made  to  protract  it  to 
m  unwarrantable  length.  In  the  co  ivers,iVioii  be- } 
t\Yeen  my  aid  de  camp,  lieut.  Gadsden,  and  tlie  | 
Spanish  commandant,  circumstances  triinspired, 
convincing  1dm  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Jndi- j 
ans,  and  having  taken  an  active  part  iniiiding  and  i 
abetting  them  in  this  war.  I  hesitated,  therefore,  ] 
no  longer;  and,  as  1  could  not  be  received  in  friend- 
ship, I  entered  the  fort  by  violence.  Two  light 
companies  of  the  7ih  regiment  of  infantry,  andone 
of  t!ie  'ith,  under  the  command  of  major  Twiggs, 
w^re  ordered  to  advance,  lower  the  Spanish  colors, 
and  hnir.t  ihe  st.'ir  spangled  banner  on  the  rampar  s 
of  Fort  St.  Marks.  The  order  was  executed 
promptly:  no  resistance  attempted  on  the  part  of 
the  SP|)anis!i  gnrrison. 

*l'he   duplicity  of  the    Spanish    commandant,  in 
pryifes.'iing  friendship  towards   the    United    Strtie.s, 
Willie  he  WHS  actually  aiding  and  suppl)  ing  her  sa- 
■^'age  enem  es,  throwing  open  the  gates  of  his  gar 
riion  to  their  free  access,  appropriating  tiie  king's 
sio;'es  to  their  use,  issiviing   ammunition  and  muni 
^iins  of  war  lO    them,   and  knowingly   purchasing 
o!  them  property    plundered    from  the  citi/,-c;n3  of 
the  Uni  eil  Stales,  is  clearly  evinced  by    the  ducu 
nients  accompanying  my  correspondence. 

In  Fort  S.t,  Marks,  as  an  i  imate  in  the  family  of 
the  Spanish  commandant,  an  Bngliihman  by  the 
name  of  Arbutbnot  was  found.  Unable  saWsfacto- 
»jyto  expl-.in  the  object  of  his  visiting  this  coMn- 
^'7,  and  there  being  a  combination  of  circumstan- 
ceSHo justify  a  suspiclt>ii  that  his  views'  were  no't 


honest,  he  was  ordered  in  close  confineanent.  The 
capture  of  his  schooner  ne^ir  the  mouth  of  Suwaney 
river,  by  ray  aid-de  camp,  lieut  G.idsden,  and  pa- 
pers found  on  board,  unveiled  his  ro-rupt  transac- 
tions, as  well  as  those  of  c  aptain  Ambrjster,  late  of 
the  Dritish  colonial  murine  corps,  taken  as  a  pri- 
soner near  i>0'.vlf'gs' ti<\vii.  These  individuals  were 
tried,  under  my  orders, by  a  special  court  of  select 
oiHcs?rs,  legally  f.onviced  as  exciter.s  of  this  savage 
and  negro  war,  leg:iily  condemned,  and  most  just- 
ly punished  for  th<»ir  iiii^ni'ies.  Tlie  proceedinga 
of  the  court  martial  in  tlds  case,  with  the  volume 
of  testimony  jiisiitvi:ig  tiieir  condemnation,  pr''- 
sents  scenes  of  wicked.ness,  corruption  and  barba-- 
rity,  at  v.'hicii  tlie  heart  sickens,  ari'l  in  wliich,  in 
this  enliglilened  ai^e,  it  ought  scarcely  to  be  be- 
lieved th.it  ac'.iristian  nation  won!  1  have  participa- 
ted; and  yet  the  B'-itisli  g jvernment  is  inv.)lved  in 
the  agency.  If  Arbuthnot  and  Ambristerare  not 
convicted  as  the  authorised  agents  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  tliat  that  go- 
verivment  had  a  knowledge  nf  tlieir  assumed  cha- 
ractei',  ana  was  well  ndvised  of  the  measures  wiiich 
they  had  adopted  to  excite  the  negroes  and  I;»di- 
ans  in  East  Florida  to  war  against  the  United 
States.  I  hope  t!ie  exf^cutioii  of  tlicsetwo  unprin- 
cipled villains,  will  pi-ovt  :in  awfu!  example  to  the 
world,  and  convince  tlie  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  well  as  her  sihpcts,  lliat  certain,  if  siow^ 
retribution  awaits  those  unchristian  wretclies,  who, 
by  false  promises,  delude  and  excite  an  Indian 
tribe  to  all  t'le  horrid  deeds  of  savage  war. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Fort  Gadsden,  I  had  oCf 
casion  to  addreijs  a  communication  to  the  governor 
of  i-'tnsacol.<,  on  the  subject  of  permitting  supplies 
to  pass  up  the  F.scanibia  river  to  Fort  Ci-avford. 
This  letter,  with  anotlier  from  St.  Marks  on  the 
subject  of  some  United  Slates  cloathing,  shipped 
in  a  vessel  in  tlie  e.nploy  of  llie  Spanish  govern- 
ment, to  that  post,  I  niw  enclose,  witli  his  replv. 
Thegoverrior  of  l'en>acola's  refusal  of  my  di^rnaiid 
Ciiinol  but  be  viewed  .is  evincing  an  linstile  feeling 
on  his  pai-l,  p;irticularly  in  co;iiieclion  with  some 
circumstances  reporietl  to  Tiie  from  the  most  un- 
questionable autiioi'ity  .It  has  been  staled,  that  the 
Imiians,  at  wiv  will)  tlie  United  States,  have  free 
access  into  F-Misacda;  tliat  they  are  kept  advised 
from  that  quai'ter,  of  all  our  movements;  lliat  they 
are  supplietl  fro.tn  theitcf  with  an>munitinn  and  mu- 
nitions of  War;  and  tluil  tli'y  are  now  ccdleciing  in 
a  large  body,  to  the  amount  of4  or  500  warriors, 
in  that  city.  That  inroads  from  thence  have  been 
lately  made  on  the  Alabam-.>;  in  one  of  which  18 
settlers  fell  by  the  Tomaliawk.  These  staleiRents 
compel  me  to  make  a  m  )veinerit  to  the  west  of  the 
.\ppalacliico;a,  and,  siioiild  they  prove  correct, 
Pensacola  musi  be  ucoupied  with  an  American  force 
— the  governor  treated  accordirig  to  iiis  descris,  or 
as  policy  may  dict.iie.  I  shall  leave  strong  gnr- 
riso.'.s  in  Forts  St.  .M.trks,  Ciadsden  and  Scotl,  ;in<i 
m  Pensacola,  should  it  btcoine  uecessar)'  to  pios^cis 
it.  It  becomes  my  duty  to  slate  it,  as  my  confirm- 
ed opinion,  thiU,  so  lotig  as  Spain  ii.is  iDt  tlie  power 
or  will  to  enforce  the  treaties  by  whicli  she  is  so- 
lemnly bound  to  presesve  ilie  I.idians,  witliin  lier 
terriuUy,  atpe:;ce  with  tht-  Uidied  States,  nosec'i- 
rity  can  be  giv-:n  to  our  soiuherti  frontier,  without 
occupying  acludn  (jf  posts  ;doig  tlie  acx  slioie.  The 
moment  tlie  Americtin  army  retires  from  Florida, 
the  vv'ar  hatchet  will  be  ug.iin  raised,  and  the  same 
scenes  of  indiscriminaie  massacre,  witli  whicli  cup 
frontier  settlers  liave  been  visited,  ^vill  be  repeated. 
So  lung  as  the  Indians  within  the  (eriilory  of  Spain 
are  elposed  t6  lbs  dclusioUs  of  false  propbels  and 
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poison  of  foreign  i.itrigue;  so  loiig  as  they  can  re-  (who  are  ciiizenii  of  'li  U.,,,.  '  j^  »  e-,  ij  r,^^ 
ceive  atnjTiunition,  muiiitior^s  of  war,  &c  from  pre  all  of  them  are  well  armed,  provisioned,  and  dis'. 
tended  trader*  and  Spanish  commandants,  it  will  be  'ciplined — you  make  many  wise  reflictions  with  re- 
impossjhle  to  restrain  their  o\iirages.  The  burning  spect  to  the  serious  injuries  wliich  may  result  from 
of  the  towns,  the  destroyingof  their  stock  and  pro- j  tolerating  such  an  establishment,  not  only  to  those 
vi-iioiis,  will  produce  but  temporary  embarrass- 1  in  tiie  immediate  neighborhood  of  it,  by  destroy, 
meats.  IJesupplied  bv  Spa:ii-ih  authorities,  ihey  may  j  ing  the  peace  of  the  nation,  but  likewise  to  the 
concentrate  and  disperse  at  will,  and  keep  up  a !  good  understanding  which  Ijappily  exists  betwaen 
lasiing  predatory  warfare  against  the  frontiers  of  uur  respective  governmen  s.     Y')u  enter  into  an 


the  United  States,  as  expe!)sive  to  our  government 
as  harassing  to  our  troops.  Tlie  savages,  therefore, 
must  be  made  dependent  upon  us,  and  cannot  be 
kept  at  peace  without  being  persuaded  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  chastiocoient  being  inflicted  on  the  com- 
mission of  the  least  offence.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  pursued  will  a^eet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  been  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
your  instractionti,  and  under  a  firm  conviction,  tlia' 
they  alone  were  calculated  to  insure  "peace  and 
security  to  the  southern  frontier  of  Georgia." 

Tiie  army  will  move  on  the  7ih  troi'!  heiice,  cross- 
ing the  App^Uichicola  river,  at  the  Octiesee  Bluff, 
abmit  forty  miles  above  t'.iis. 

ANl)ltP:W  JACKSON,  maj.  gen.  comd'g. 
lion.  J.  C.  Caihoui),  secretjiry  yf  war. 
[knclosukks ] 
Head  Quarters,  division  of  the  south. 
Fort  Gailsden,  25  li  March,  1818. 

SiH — I  have  ordered  a  supply  of  previsions  to  be 
sentfrom  New  Orleans,  via  Tensacola.to  Fort  Craw- 
ford, on  the  Caneucho.  This  route  has  been  adopt- 


mvesligation,  to  shew  what  the  Spanish  authorities' 
ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to  an  evil  of  so  serious  a 
nature,  in  a  mode  prescribed  by  those  principles  of 
good  faith  which  are  the  foundation  of  friendly 
neighborhood  among  nations'.  You  distinctly  state 
what  this  government  ought  immediately  to  do;  ia 
failure  of  which,  your  government  will  be  obliged 
to  do  it,  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  inhabitnnts  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  you  conclude  by  requesting 
me  to  state,  in  my  answer  to  your  letter,  whether 
the  said  fort  had  been  constructed  by  the  Spanish 
government,  and  whether  the  negroes  who  compos- 
ed  its  garrison  were  deemed  subjects  of  his  Cailw- 
lie  majesty,  and  if  the  fort  was  not  built  by  Spani.sh 
authority,  to  state  by  whose  authority,  and  by 
wliose  order  it  was  built. 

In  answer  lo  your  excellency,  I  will  state,  with 
the  veraciiy  that  comports  with  the  character  of 
an  honorable  officer,  in  which  class  I  rank  myself, 
that  having  arrived  at  the  place  nearly  at  the  close 
of  the  month  of  March  preceding,  and  being  in- 
formed of  what  your  excellei  cy  has  communicated 
to  me,  with  this  difference,  that  the  fort,  instead 


ed  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  provisioning  one  of  j  of  being  where  you  place  it,  is  to  be  f()und  on  the 


my  garrisons,  which  must  be  maintained  during  the 
present  conflict  against  our  mutual  enenucs,  the 
Seminole  Indians;  and  1  cannot  but  express  a  hope 
that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  interrupt  the  free 
passage  of  my  transj^orts  to  that  post.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  you  on 
(he  rights  which  our  government  may  claim  to  the 
free  navigation  of  such  waier  courses  us  head  within 
her  limits,  but  flow  through  the  territory  of  his 
Calliolic  miijesty;  prtferring  to   leave  tiiese  sub- 


eastern  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  at  about  fifteen 
miles  from  its  mouth  or  entrance  into  the  sea,  I 
lost  no  time  in  proposing  to  my  captain  general  the 
measures  that  appeared  to  me  proper,  as  well  for 
securing  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  under  my 
command,  from  the  damage,  loss  and  injuries  which 
they  have  suflered,  and  still  suffer,  from  this  estab- 
lishment, as  to  prevent  the  American  citizens,  and 
the  friendly  Indians  of  the  neighborhood,  from  con- 
tinuing to  experience  them.     I  have  hitherto  re- 


jects to  be  settled  by  those  legally  authorised.  But  ceived  no  answer,  and,  consequently,  your  excel- 
as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  m^ke  use  of  the  Kscam-  lency,  who  kno*s  how  limited  are  the  powers 
bia  river  in  passing  up  provisions  to  the  garrison  lOf  a  subordin.»te  oSiser,  cannot  be  surprised  that 


at  Fort  Crawford,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under 
s.tood,  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt  the  passage  of 
transports  cannot  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than 
as  an  hostile  act  on  your  part.  I  will  not  pern. it 
myself  for  a  moaient  to  believe  that  you  would 
commit  an  act  so  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the 
king,  your  master.  His  Catholic  majesty,  as  well 
as  the  government  of  the  United  States,  are  alike 
interested  in  chastising  a  savage  foe,  who  has  too 
long  warred  with  impunity  against  his  subjects,  as 
well  as  the  citizens  of  this  republic;  and  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  every  aid  which  jou  can  give  to  pro- 
mote this  object  will  be  cheerfully  tendered. 

ANDREW  JAClvSOX,  Miij.  gen.  comd'g. 
.Uon  Jose  Masot,  governor  of  Pensacola. 
jnissLATED  corr. 
Most  excellent  sir— On  the  24' h  of  ihe  present 
month,  captain  Amelung,  of  the  1st  United  States' 
regiment,  put  into  my  h;indsyoiir  excellency's  let- 
ter, dated  at  Washington,  Mississippi  territory,  on 
the  23d  of  April  Us\;  in  which,  afier  apprising  me 
that  your  g)vernme;ii  h;id  given  it  in  charge  to  you 
to  inform  me  thai  tlie  fort  of  tlie  n^'groes,  erected 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  15riiain,  near  the 
iunction  of  the  Clialahouche  and  Flint  livers,  had 
been  reinforced,  and  was  now  occupied  by  more 
ttian  two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes;  many  of  whom 
were  seduced  from  the  service  of  their  masters. 


I  should  make  known  lo  you,  tliat,  although  my 
mode  of  thinking  exactly  corresponds  with  yours, 
as  to  the  disloding  of  the  negroes  f;om  the  fort, 
the  occupying  of  it  wilh  Spanish  troops,  or  de- 
stroying it,  and  delivering  the  negroes,  who  may 
be  collected,  to  their  lawful  owners,  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  act  until  1  receive  the  orders  of  my 
captain  general,  and  the  assistance  necessary  to 
enable  roe  to  undertake  the  enterprise  wilh  a  moral 
certainty  of  accomplisl.ing  the  end.  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  determination  of  the  said  chief  cannot  be 
long  delayed;  and,  should  it  authorise  me  to  act« 
your  excellency  may  rest  assured  and  persuaded, 
that  I  w  ill  not  lose  an  instant  'm  adopiiiig,  on  my 
part,  the  most  eiiicacious  measures  for  cuiting  up, 
by  the  root,  an  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  full  extent 
slated  in  your  letter,  by  ihe  inhabi'.ants  of  this  pro- 
vince, w'lio  are  the  subjects  of  my  sovereign,  and 
whose  property  and  tranquility  it  is  my  duty  to  pre- 
serve and  protect. 

With  this  explan«tioii,  your  before  named  letter 
may  be  considered  as  fully  answered,  as  it  gives 
you  lo  understand,  that,  thinking  as  your  excellency 
thinks,  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  destroying 
the  negroes,  the  Fort  of  Appalachicola,  occupied 
by  ibcm,  was  not  constructed  by  order  of  the  Spa- 
nish government,  and  that  the  negroes,  althouijh  in 
part  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province} ' 
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PRIirTKD   AWl)   PUBI.ISHKI)    BT  H.   WILK.S,  AT  i5   P*H  ANWUM,  P4»ABLK   II*    ADTAaCK. 


'  (T^By  the  aid  of  an  extra  half  slieet,  as  SUFFLK- 
IMENTARY  to  our  last  number,  we  are  enabled  to 
dispose  of  another  long  series  of  documents— and 
yet  another,  concerning  our  relations  with  fipain, 
already  waits  to  occupy  our  pages.  When  the  lat- 
ter is  finished,  (and  we  hope  to  give  as  much  of 
the  correspondence  next  week  as  will  suffice  every 
useful  purpose)  we  shall  proceed  more  leisurely 
with  tiie  rest  of  the  documents  laid  before  con- 
eress,  and  give  to  the  Uesisteu  a  greater  variety  of 
jpntjer — of  wliich  we  have  enough,  original  and 
selected,  now  on  hand,  tp  fill  several  slieels.  Still, 
bubdivisions  of  documeats  shall  be  avoided  as  naiich 
as  possible — there  is  nothing  more  mortifying  th:in 
to  have  an  important  series  broken  into  many  pieces, 
whereby  its  interest,  as  well  as  utility,  is  materially 
lessened — though  convinced  that  some  prefer //re- 
(Ciit  gratification  io  future  acccminodation. 

Pressed  as  we  are  for  room,  we  have  ifiuch  re- 
■  jfretted  oar  inability  to  pay  our  customary  altei.- 
tion  to  the  affairs  of  the  respective  slates  —  but 
iiotliing  important  concerning  them  shall  on  thiit 
account  fail  to  be  registered;  and  no  reasonable  pe- 
cuniary saciifice  shall  be  wanting  to  bring  up  lee 
way  as  soon  as  we  can. 

The  JV'*(Ui8>?((//  /yi^e/.'ijcncer,  of  Thursday,  contains 
a  loiig.le'.tor  from  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Spates  to  the  secretary  of  tlie  tre.isury,  ac 
c6mpanying  the  report  to  congress  of  the  state  of 
that  institution — wliicli  the  editors  of  that  paper 
intimate  is  the  o/?/^  thing  materially  important  in  the 
report,  except  what  we  liave  already  copied,  and 
also  inserted  in  this  work — see  p^ge  228,  and  llie 
pieseut  number. 

It  is  impossible  to  squeeze  this  letter  into  this 
sheet.  It  shall  be  inserted  in  our  next.  We  may 
only  observe  for  the  present,  that  the  writer  of  il 
is  a  very  ingerious  man. 

and  as  rational  beings  may  be  subjects  of  the  king> 
niy  waster,  are  deemed  by  me  insurgents  or  rebels 
against  the  authci  ity  not  only  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty, but  also  of  the  proprietors  from  whose  ser- 
vice they  have  withdiawn  themselve";    some,  se- 

.  duced  by  the  English  col.  Edward  Nicolls,  major 
Woodbine,  and  their  agents,  and  others  from  their 
inclination  to  run  off.  But  as  you  excellency  ma- 
nifests a  particular  desire,  that,  in  case  the  fort  was 
not  erected  by  8panisli  authority,  I  should  siate  by 
whose  order  it  was  erected,  I  have  no  diffisully  in 

1  satisfying  your  curiosity  by  informing  you,  tiiat  1 
have  un'lerstood,  ever  since  my  arrivul  at  this 
place,  that  the  said  fort,  and  another  near  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Chatahouche  and  Flint  rivers,  (which 
it  appears  no  longer  'xists)  were  built  by  order  of 
the  before  named  col.  Nicolls.  I  will  not  assure  you 
he  did  it  under  autiiority  from  his  government,  but 
1  Can  say,  he  proceeded  to  place  artillery,  muni- 
lior.s  and  provisions  in  it  by  ti>e  ariangemeai  of 
vice  adaiiral  Malcolm,  and  that  when  Col.  Nicolls, 
and  the  troops  of  liis  detachment,  after  the  co:>clu 
sion  of  the  expedition  against  Louisiana,  v/ithdrew 
from  that  point,  he  lefi  orders  with  the  negroes 
totally  contrary  to  the  inconlestible  right  of  s,)- 
vereigiiiy,  which  the  king,  my  master,  exercises, 
Jrorn  the  line  of  the  31  degree  of  liorih  -liaUude,  to 
Vui.  XV, 23. 


the  south.  My  predece^sois  in  the  government 
have  given  an  account  of  all  these  actions  to  tiif! 
authorities  on  whom  they  depended,  that  the  Sh- 
tisfactii^n  which  the  violation  required  might  be 
demanded  by  thoie  on  whom  tliis  duty  devolves. 

I  think  1  have  answered  your  excellency's  letter 
satisfactorily,  aud  in  terms  which  cannot  leave  :i 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  inteiuions  in  favor  ct 
the  common  cause  of  tjie  American  and  Spanisri 
inliabitants,  and  that  my  present  inac'.ion  does  nat 
proceed  from  a  want  of  inclinatuni. 

I  likewise  flatter  myself,  that,  until    rtiy  captr.in.. 
general  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the    United  StatefS  or  b^   your  excel- 
lency, which  may  be  prejudicial   to  the  sovereign- 
ty of  (he  king,  my  master,  in  the  district  af  Appa 
lachicola,  wlitch  is    a  dependenfcy   of  this  govern 
ment.     Aiid  finally   I  conclude,    by   as:yiirnig  jour 
excellency,  that  it  will  afford  me  particular  satis 
faction,  to  have   optjon unities  of  evincing  my  de.- 
sire,  not  only  "to  comribute,  so  far  as  ilepends  oa 
me,  to  the  cemen'ing  of  the  good    Understanuinp; 
winch  subsists   between    our    respective  govern 
iiients,  but,  al-O  to  prove    to  your  excellency  iLir- 
high  opinion  1  entertain  of  your  virtues  and   niilfr^ 
tary  talents. 

God  preserve  your  excellencv  many  yerrS. 

.MAOllIciO  DE  ZUNIG.'*.. 
I'ensacola,  2Sdi  May,  lSl6*r 

His  excellency  A.  Jackson. 

Head-Quarters,  Uivislon  South,      "i 
Before    St.  Maiks,  fiih  April,  1818.  ^ 

StR — To  chastise  a  savage  foe,  wlio,  fcumhined 
with  a  lawless  band  of  negro  brigands,  Iiuve  fos" 
some  liiiie  past  been  carrying  on  a  cruel  and  un^ 
provoked  war  against  the  ciu-'tens  of  the  tfnitevi 
Stated,  has  compelled  the  president  to  direct  me 
to  march  my  army  into  Florida.  I  have  pene'r.i- 
ted  to  the  Mickasuky  towns  and  reduced  them  t6" 
ashes. 

In  those  towns  I  found  many  indications  of  .« 
hostile  spirit.  On  a  red  pole  in  the  centre  of  the 
council  house  of  KenhagaS  town,  more  than  fifiy 
fresh  scalps,  of  all  ages,  from  the  infant  to  thi:: 
aged  matron,  were  found  suspended. 

In  addition  to  this,  upwards  of  three  hiindred 
old  scalps  were  fouiul  in  the  dwellings  of  the  dif- 
ferent chiefs  settled  on  the  Mick.'isuky  pond. 
Those  barbarianSj  who  escaped  death,  have  lied. 
From  information  communicaled  by  the  g'lverno*' 
of  Pensacola  to  two  of  my  cup'.ains,  Gordon  and 
Call,  I  was  induced  to  believe  tliey  had  fied  to  St, 
Marks  for  protection.  Tlie  governor  statad  that 
the  Indians  and  negroes  hafl  demanded  of  yoii 
large  supplies  uf  munitions  of  war,  with  a  threat, 
in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  of  taking  posses.jiorj  oV 
your  fortre.'is.  He  further  expressed  an  apprehen- 
sion,  thht  from  your  defenceless  state,  they  were 
already  in  possession  of  St.  Marks.  The  wife  of 
Chi-u'.>ibby,    n  noted  chiefs    now  a  pri.'ioner  irt  my 

*  I'his  letter  had  its  date  printed  <'M.irch  2o, 
1818,"  and  also  appears  to  have  been  misplaced  a!< 
to  its  order.  As  advised  by  the  editors  <vf  tite  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  we  have  corrected  the  dat-, 
but  il  is  not  in  our  power  to  lis  tht;  ord  --■  f.."  it. 

Ed.  Jiar 
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caiiip,  i. '.formed  me,  tlwt  the  hosiile  Indians  and  • 
i;e^i-M  s  obtained  \.!:cii'  supj^iy  of  auunuailion  from  ! 
St    XU'k'i. 

To  prevent  tlie  reciivreiire  of.so  grnss  a  violati- 
on Dfnetiliility,  arid  to  exclude  our  savngc  ene- 
niis  from  so  strong;  a  hold  as  St.  Marks,  1  deem 
it  e.Kp';-dieat  to  garrison  tliat  foriress  with  Ameri 
can  iroo.js,  until  the  close  of  tlie  present  v:«r. 
This  nieusiire  is  ju.stiliable  on  iLeimmuluble  priu- 
tijile  of  self  defence,  sind  cannot  but  be  satisfaclo- 
vv,  uiidor  tiu-  existinf^  circirTist.inces,  to  bis  catbo- 
!ic  majesty  the  kiiifj  of  Spaiii.  Under  existing 
trp;itic«  between  our  two  governments,  the  king" 
cf  Sp.iin  is  bound  to  preserve  in  peace  with  the 
ciuzj'.is  of  the  United  States,  not  only  his  own  sub 
jecis,  bat  all  the  Indian  tribes  residing' within  his 
lerriiory.  Wiien  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  part 
('fthe  treaty,  in  relation  to  a  saVdge  tribe,  who 
}wiVc  loii^  depredated  with  impunity  on  the  Ame- 
rican frontier,  incompetency  is  alleged,  with  an 
ac-.k;;o\v!edgment,  that  the  same  ti  ibe  have  acted 
in  open  hosiility  to  the  laws,  and  invaded  the  rights 
of  bis  c'.tliclic  majesty.  As  a  mutual  enemy,  there 
forp,  it  is  expected  that  every  facility  will  be  af- 
forded by  the  agents  of  tl;e  king  of  Spain  to  chas- 
tise these  lawless  and  iniiuman  savages.  In  tiii'-i 
light  is  the  possession  of  St.  Marks  by  the  Ameri- 
CU1  forces  to  be  viewed. 

I  come  not  as  the  enemy,  but  as  the  friend  ot 
Spain.  Spanish  riglits  antl  property  will  be  re- 
spected. The  property  a«»d  riglus  of  Spainish  sub- 
jecls  v/ill  be  guaranteed  them.  An  inventory  of 
all  pub'ic  pro])erty,  munitions  of  war,  &c.  shall  be 
m  i.  le  out  and  certified  by  an  officer  appointed  by 
e.ich  of  us,  a  d  a  receipt  given  for  the  same,  to  be 
a:cv)unted  for  to  his  catholic  majesty  by  the  United 
Slates.  The  subject  of  my  possession  of  the  gar- 
rison of  St.  Marks,  will  be  referred  to  our  respec- 
tive governments  for  ar.iicable  adjustment.  Some 
armed  vessela  of  the  Uaiud  Stales  are  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Marks,  with  whom  1  wish  to  communicate. 
You  will  I  trust,  funiish  me  with  a  small  vessel  to 
convey  a  letter,  as  well  as  some  sick  and  wounded 
that  are  with  me.  As  our  mutual  savage  enemies 
are  coocentr-tting  their  furces  near  or  on  the  Su- 
wany,  an  e^vly  and  prompt  answer  is  requested  to 
this  letter,  v;ith  an  linglish  translation,  as  neither 
mv'self  or  stiiff  are  acquainted  with  the  Spanisii. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  aid-decamp,  lieut. 
James  dadsden,  by  whom  an  answer  is  expected. 

1  have.  Sec. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  maj.  gEti.  comd'g. 
The  commanding  ollicer  at  S'.  Marks. 

(TRANSLATEn    COPY.) 

St.  Marks,  Apulache,  7th  April,  1818, 
"Most  excellent  sir — Beinaf  made  to  understand, 
although  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  the  contents 
of  the  letter  with  which  your  excellency  honored 
me  yesterday  evening,  delivered  to  me  by  your 
aid-de-cump  James  Gadsden,  I  will  declare  to 
your  excellency  the  satisfaction  the  knowledge  of 
the  restdt  of  your  expedition  against  Mickasooky 
has  afforded  me.  That  such  would  be  the  event 
cyuld  not  be  doubted,  on  considering  the  superior 
tuleius  and  skilful  conduct  of  your  excellency, 
and  to  these  must  be  attributed  the  success,  en 
which   1  tender  you  my  must  cordial  congratula 

l:tK):-.S. 

My  chief,  the  governor  ofPensacola,  had,  in 
truth,  reason  to  mention  to  your  captains  (cordon 
atulCall,  what  your  excellency  states  to  me,  and 
to  cniertaia  fears  for  the  fate  uf  this  fort,  menaced 
by  Indians  and  negroes,  for  some  mcnihs  pasi,  and  j 
Ijurliculurly  since  they  have  t)«eii  <iisapi>ointtd  in  I 


t!ieir  expectations  of  obtaining  powder  and  ball 
wliich  they  liuve  so  repeatedly  solicited,  and  to 
which  they  thsuglit  themselves  entitled,  from  the 
practice  wlfich  existed,  of  supplying  them  annual. 
ly  therewith.  This  proves  how  entirely  u'nfound- 
ed  is  the  assertion  of  the  wife  of  the  chief  Che. 
nubbee,  that  tl.e  Itidians  have  been  supplied  with 
munitions  in  this  fort,  since  I  was  advised,  and  I 
determined  to  maintain  the  most  slrict  neutrality. 
No  one  can  belter  remove  from  your  excellency's 
mind,  any  unfavorable  impression  you  may  have 
formed  on  this  subject  than  the  bearer,  AVilliam 
llambly,  as- he  lias  at  various  times  interpreted  to 
me  the  solicitations  of  the  several  Indian  chiefs, 
in  my  neighborhood,  and  he  can  also  inform  you 
of  the  advice  I  always  gave  them,  to  avoid  the  de- 
struction whicli  has  overtaken  them,  and  which  I 
foresaw  from  the  beginning. 

This  being  realised,  and  there  being  now  no  mo. 
live  to  fear  any  insult  to  the  fort  fiom  these  b»r- 
barians  and  the  negroes,  I  beg  permission  of  your 
excellency  to  call  your  attenlioii  to  the  difficulty! 
should  involve  myself  in  with  my  government,  if  ( 
were  presently  to  assent  to  what  your  excellency 
proposes  to  me,  to  garrison  this  fort  with  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  without  iirst  receiv. 
ing  its  orders.  Such  I  will  solicit  immediately  an 
opportunity  olfcrs,  and  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
doubt  that  they  will  be  given  to  me;  so  zealous 
is  my  government  to  comply  with  the  stipulations 
between  her  and  the  United  Slates.  In  the  inle- 
rim,  I  hope  your  excellency  will  desist  from  your 
intention,  and  be  Hnnly  persuaded  of  tiie  good 
faith  and  harmony  which  will  rfeign  between  this 
garrison  and  whatever  troops  you  may  think  fit 
to  leave  in  tiiis  vicinity,  who  may  assist  me  in  the 
defence  of  this  fort  on  any  unforeseen  event. 

The  si'^k  yotir  excellency  sent  in,  are  lodged  in 
the  royal  hospital,  and  1  have  afforded  them  every 
aid  which  circurastances  admit.  I  hope  your  ex- 
cellency will  give  me  other  opportunities  of  evinc- 
ing tlie  desire  I  h-ive  to  satisfy  you. 

I  trust  your  excellency  will  pardon  my  not  an- 
swering you  as  soon  as  requested,  for  reasons 
which  have  been  given  you  by  your  aid-de-campr 
I  do  not  accompany  this  with  an  English  translation 
as  your  excellency  desires,  because  there  is  no 
one  in  the  fort  capable  thereof:  but  the  befjre  nam- 
ed Wm.  llambly  proposes  to  translate  it  to  your 
excellency  in  the  best  manner  he  call. 

May  our  Lord  preserve  your  excellency  many 
years.     Sirch  is  my  prayer. 

Most  excellent  sir,  I  kiss  your  excellency's  hands. 
Your  most  devoi^ed  and  obedient  servant, 

I  UANCISCO  CASO  Y  LUENGO. 
The  most  excellent  Andrew  Jackson, 

generid  in  cliiefof  the  troops  of  the 

United  States,  before  St.  Marks. 

Head-Quarters,  Division  of  the  South,; 
Camp  near  St.  Marks,  irth  April,  1 818. 
Sin — 1  refer  you  to  my  communication  of  yester* 
day  for  tlie  motives  which  have  compelled  me  to 
occupy  tlie  fort  of  St.  Marks.  I  again  repeal,  that 
I  have  entered  the  territory  ofSpain  as  a  friend,  to 
chastise  a  mutual  enemy  of  both  nations,  and  whom 
his  catholic  majesty  was  bound,  under  the  roost 
sacred  of  treaties,  to  have  punished  htinself.  Pe- 
culiar circumstances,  however,  have  prevented. 
and  it  was,  therefore,  expected  that  every  facility 
would  have  been  given  to  the  American  arms,  to 
have  ensured  success  to  their  operations.  The 
occupatio'i  cf  St.  Marks  is  essential  to  the  accom^- 
piibbment  of  my  campaign,  and  is  peculiirly  so  a., 
this  period,  whtn  evidence  is  derived  fi'om  every 
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source,  of  the  designs  of  the  negroes  and  la  lians 
a«in!t  that  fortress.  They  are  hov  concentrating 
with  the  intention  of  taking  possession  of  S«. 
Marks,  tiie  moment  my  army  moves  from  its  vici- 
nity; the  disloding  them  from  which  will  cost  me 
more  American  biood  than  I  am  disposed  should 
bs  shed.  Success  to  my  opei-atlona  requires  dis- 
patch, you  will  excTisp,  me  therefore,  in  refusing 
your  request  that  a  su-ipension  should  be  granted 
until  a  permit  i-s  obtained  from  your  government 
and  on  insisting  that  St.  iMarks  should  be  imnvi;- 
diitely  occupied  by  American  troops. 

Major  Fanning,  m^  inspector  gener.il,  and  Heut 
Simmons  of  the  ordnance  department,  areappoir,^- 
ed  to  act  with  one  or  two  officers  nominated  on 
your  part,  to  take  an  inventory  of,  and  inspect  all 
public  property  in  the  Fori  of  St.  Marks,  for  which 
receipts  will  be  given,  in  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can government. 

Any  disposition    which  you  would    wish  made 
with  the  private  property  of  yourself,  officers  and 
soldiers,  or  any  other  arrangements  gratifying  to 
jourself,  vriil  be  settled  by  my  aiJs-de-camp,  lieut. 
Gadsden  and  Glassel. 

ANDRP:VV  JACKSON,  maj.  geti.  comd'g. 
Don  Francisco  Caso  Luengo, 

Commanding  Fort  St.  Marks. 

TRANSLATED  COX'V. 

Apalache,  7th  April,  1818. 
TMost  excellent  sir:  I  should  insist  on  what  1 
stated  to  your  excellency  in  my  letter  of  the 
tnerning,  as  to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  orders 
from  the  governor  of  Pensacola  for  the  delivery  of 
the  fort  under  my  command,  were  1  not,  in  addition 
to  what  your  excellency  says  in  your  answer, 
threatened  by  your  aid  de-camp  and  tbe  other  of- 
tficers  appointed  to  negociate  on  the  subject,  and 
had  not  so  large  a  body  of  triops  entered,  without 
awaiting  my  permission,  and  taken  possession  of  all 
tlie  stores  and  pos'.s,  lowering  the  Spanish  flig,  and 
hoisting  the  American. 

8o  manifest  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty  obKges  me  to  complain  of  it,  and  to 
protest  against  it;  arid  1  accordingly  do  protest 
agiunst  it,  and  beg  of  your  excellency  to  provide 
me,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  vessels  necessary 
to  transport  me  to  Pensacola,  together  with  the 
troops  and  those  persons  who  are  in  the  royal  em- 
ploj;  and,  also,  to  give  orders  that,  in  the  interim, 
tlie  private  property  and  effects  of  every  Spanish 
individual  here  be  respected.  With  respect  to  tlie 
pubjic  property  of  his  Catholic  m  ^jesty,  1  have  no- 
minated the  subaltern  officer  of  the  detachment, 
and  commissary  of  the  fort,  to  niike,  with  three 
officers  vvJiom  you  name  to  me,  nn  inventory  thereof 

I  repeat  to  your  excellency  my  respects,  and 
pra)ersto  God  to  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Most  excellent  sir,  I  kiss  your  excellency's 
Jlands. 

Your  most  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

FRANCISCO  i^ASOY  LUENGO. 

The  most  excellent  Andrew  .h.ckson, 
General  of  the  troops  of  the  U.  S. 
before  St.  Marks. 

He  id  quarters,  division  50tith, 
campnearSt.  Marks, /til  April,  1818. 
Sin— I  have   received   your  protest  against  my 
proceedings.  The  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Marks  by 
niy  troops,  previous  to  your  assenting  to  the  r.iea- 
siu^e,    became    necessary,    from    the    difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  adjustment,  not 
withstanding  my  assurances  that  every    arrange- 
nieiil  should  be  made  to  yo'.ir  satisfaction,  and  ex- 
fresslnga  wish  Uut  my  movements  against    Our 


common  enen^y  should  not  be  retarded  by  a  tedi- 
ous negociation.  I  again  repeat  what  has  been  rei- 
terated to  you,  throug^h  my  aid  do  CAmp,  Lt.  Gads- 
den, that  your  oersonal  rights  and  private  proper- 
ty shall  be  respc-^ted;  tliat  your  siiuation  sliail  be 
madeascomforlablens  practic-ible  while  compailed 
to  remain  in  Fort  St.  Marks,  and  that  tr.\usports 
shall  be  furiiisficd  as  s»on  as  they  can  be  obt  iined, 
to  convey  yourself,  family,  and  command  to  Pensa- 
r.oia. 

I  daily  expect  some  vessels  from  the  bay  of  \p- 
pabchicola:  as  soon  as  tiiey  arrive,  tl)em.)St  suita- 
ble shall  be  selerted  for  s^kI  purpose. 

ANORi:\V  .lACKSOX,  maj.  gen.comg. 

Don  Fraiiois-.ioCjfS'j  I^u-'ngo, 
governor  of  St  M^rks. 

(than.  i,ATf;n  COPT.) 

I'easacola,  15tb  Ap-il,  1318. 

Most  excellent  sir— your  fxcellencys  letter  of 
the  25th  of  last  moath,  has  been  delivered  to  me, 
and  also  that  of  Vhe  26th  in  answer  to  mine  of  the: 
16th  of  February  last. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  .-.dvise  your  excellency  of  the 
receipt  of  botii,  and  to  answer  the  f.'r.n-=r. 

In  the  montli  of  May.  of  the  last  year,  from  a  spi- 
rit of  conciliation,  I  permitted  a  cargo  of  provlsi- 
ons,  which  the  schooner  Mobittera  had  brought 
from  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  to  piss  up  the  Es- 
cambia to  Fort  Cra-.vfor<l;  inSuenced  by  the  same 
sentiments,  I  made  a  similar  concession  to  capt. 
Gall,  assenting  to  the  transporting  of  the  cargo 
brought  by  the  schooner  Italiana,  in  Janu;»ry  last, 
to  the  said  dpstination;  and  more  lately,  in  co  liinu- 
aiceof  the  same  amicable  and  conciliatory  spirit, 
I  consented  that  lieut.  Eddy,  of  the  garrison  of  the 
before  named  fort,  ^commissioned  by  its  coiuman- 
der,  major  Young,  for  the  purpose,)  should  procure 
sixty  barrels  of  provisions  in  this  place;  and  the 
cargo  of  the  schooner  Italiana,  which  i<,  or  ought 
to  be,  deposited  here,  not  being  yet  exported,  I 
do  not  think  the  further  introduction  of  provisions, 
v.'hich  your  excellency  asks,  at  present  liccess xrv; 
but,  neveriheif^ss,  1  infer  from  your  excellence's 
letter,  that  these  provisions  are  already  on  their 
passage,  in  pursuance  of  the  siifferanoe  hitherto 
accorded,  and  observing  the  restrictions  andco-jrse 
established,  that  is,  to  consign  them  to  a  Spanish 
commercial  house,  who  will  take  cire  to  forward 
them, and  pay  the  royal  dtities  of  import  an.d  export, 
I  will  allow  the  same  destination  to  be  given  them 
as  to  the  former,  provided  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  set  up,  or  derive  anjf- 
right,  ei-her  now  or  hereafter,  fr«m  these  piuely 
g:-.uui;ous  concessions,  as  I  make  them  from  tiie 
oblij^aiion  of  existing  circumstances,  which  do  not 
admit  of  supplying  the  gurrison  of  the  before  nam- 
ed furt  C.awford  by  .iny  other  way. 

In  accordance  with  the  decl.o-alion  of  your  ex- 
cellency, when  you  add,  that  it  is  nor  your  Inten- 
tion to  enter  into  a  dlscussi.in  wiiii  me,  in  relation 
to  the  right  which  the  United  States,  may  claim  to 
the  free  navigation  ii'  the  Escambiu;  so  iieither  is 
it  mine  to  discuss  this  subject  with  yourexcellen- 
cv,  as  well  because,  it  does  not  fall  v/ithin  my  du- 
ties, ^as  that,  being  a  subordinate  otlicer,  I  am 
bound  to  obey  the  superior  on  whom  1  dcpei;d,  it 
being  my  duty,  until  1  receive  inHirucuons  to  the 
con'.rary,  to  be  govi^rncd,  On  this  head,  by  tbe  trea- 
ties existing  between  the  United  Sintcb  and  Spaia; 
and  in  the  last  of  an.ity,  limits  and  navigKUon,  I  d(» 
not  see  the  before  nauied  rivers  mentioned,  but 
the  sovereignty  of  the  king,  my  master,  over  all 
t!ie  territories,  rlvcrs,  coasts,  ports  and  harbors  ly- 
ing south  of  31  degrees  north,  solemnly  and  e^- 
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J'iiculy  recof^.iz^ti  oy  llip  Uniled  Stales;  and;  if  ex- 
tn.ordinary  existing'  circumstances  siiould  require 
any  f'ui-'tiei'  tcinporar}'  concessions  not  expliined 
ill  iiesaid  trtaiy,  1  requesl  your  excellency  to 
li;ive  the  troHlnesbto  a]iply  in  future,  for  the  ob- 
taiiiirifr  oi  '.iiem,  to  the  pro])er  ituthority,  as  for 
iny  pari,  I  pusstss  rin  pjower  whatever  i'l  relation 
tlicrtto.     Mi_,-  (ioJ  preserve  vou  many  years 

JOsE  MASOT. 
His  excellency,  A  Jackson, 

M  jo.-fjeiieral  comraaaiJliig'. 

r Ehch^ve  in    (rpiiernl  Jack-son'' a  letter  pyeceding.J 
\hx\  quarters,  division  soutls,  Foit  St.  Marks,  April  27, 1818. 

At  or  I  Ufc  tiij.s  porv  f;r  Si.  .luai',  io  disperse  and 
destroy  tl^e  muti:ai  enemy  of  Spain  and  the  United 
St .,t  es,  &  small  schooner  with  n, en  and  supplies  ar- 
liv.  '  frorr.  I'eiisacola,  and  was  taken  possession  of 
and  ''.eiai'ied  by  imi)'  oHiccr  left  in  comin.in'i.  'IJii^ 
ve^stl  l!:is  been  libt-raled  with  all  \.ec  effects,  e.\- 
cepti 'g-  ioine  cloiling  of  liie  U.  States,  accoinpa- 
nied  -.i'l'-li  an  invoice,  and  uhich  has  been  detained, 
ss  M^jposcd  to  be  a  nar-t  of  ^hat  taken  on  board  the 
boats  v.'itl.inthe  tei  ri'ory  o.  tl>is  reptildic,  in  which 
lieuL  ScGll,  of  the  Uniietl  Siates  aimy,  with  his 
cominand,  were  so  inhumanly  mas^arred. 

I  1  egret  being-  compelle'd  to  state  to  you,  that 
fruni  the  papers  and  other  prooTs,  taken  at  St. 
.Iii.'^.n's.lhe  quantity  of  Ann  rican  cattle  found  at  St. 
iVlarks  and  purchrised  by  ine  from  the  commissary 
of  the  post,  and  the  intercourse  kept  up  between 
this  post  and  the  Iiostile  Indian'^,  there  is  too  much 
f^rouad  to  believe  tiiat  the  Indians  have  been  en- 
courag-ed,  aided  and  abetted  by  the  ofiicers  of  Spain 
in  tl.i;,  cruel  war  ag-ainstthe  United  Slates.  Proof 
positive  e:;isls  lliat  thi' Indians  were  supplied  wi;h 
amiatiniiioii  by  the  late  comiriandant  of  St.  .%!arka. 
7'i>.e  United  Suites;'  clothing  bein^  found  on  board 
of  y  vessel  in  tii'^  entiploy  of  tlie  {jovernuienl  of  Spain, 
sailint(  f  i  on-'  Pc  i.^acola  direct  fur  this  port,  compels 
tiie  to  call  on  y^u  for  a  statement  iu  what  manne:- 
you  came  possessed  of  said  clothing.  The  eood 
undtrsian  ling- that,  so  happily  exists  between  liis 
Catholic  inajesty  and  the  United  States,  formed 
just  frroiind  to  nelieve  that  hi*  agents  would  have 
(!iscountenanced  iliis  cruel  And  savage  war  ag-aiiist 
the  tjit'z-ns  of  this  republic.  Spain,  too  weak  to 
comply  Willi  her  treaties  with  the  United  States 
or  c'nKstise  her  o-vn  savage  subjects  wag-ing  war 
agaipst  a  friendly  nation,  it  was  scarcely  to  be  be 
liciid  that  l;er  officers  voidd  have  been  det'-cted 
in  aioitig  ai\C  abetting  the  enemy,  assisti  ig  v>ith 
the  iu'eili'^ericeof  our  movetnenl's,  and  purcliasing 
IheprcfiiMiy  despredated  ofus.  America,  jusr  to 
her  irtaues,  and  anxious  to  maintain  peace  wit  tlic 
word,  cannot  and  will  not  permit  sucii  a  savage 
wm-  !o  be  c.irried  on  in  disgu'se  any  longei-.  Asy- 
hi  v.-  have  been  granted  to  the  persons  and  pr.ipe'r- 
lyof  all  Indian  foe  (fugitives  from  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.)  Facilities  <ieemed  by  me  ne- 
cessary to  tf  rmn-!;.ie  a  war,  whicii,  under  existing 
treaties,  should  have  been  maintained  by  Sj;.dn,  for 
feeding  my  troops  and  liberating  the  subjects  of 
Spain  imprisiiiied  by  tlie  ind>ans,  have  all  been  de- 
nied by  the  ollicer-  of  his  Catiioiic  majesty.  All 
the  facts  prove  tlie  unjust  conduct  of  Spanish 
agents  in  Florida.  1;  cannot  be  longer  tolerated, 
and,  aldtough  a  republic  fond  of  peace,  the  U;,ited 
States  know  !ier  nglits,  and  ai.  the  expense  of  war  j 
will  niaiatain  them.  | 

AxnnEw.iACKsoy,       ! 

]Major-ge..eraI  coninvandii'!;.      1 
Don  .IoskMasot, 

Governor  of  Pensacok 


Head  quarters,  division  of  the  south. 

Adjutant  general's  ofBce,  Fort  Gaclsdeh, 
Appalachicola  river,  od  May,  1818. 
SiR-I  have  tiie  honor  to  repor',  that  the  army 
under  the  immediate  command  of  major  general 
Andrew  Jackson  took  up  the  line  of  march  otijiftie 
26  h  day  of  M.^rch  last,  wiih  eight  days  raiions, 
and  lay  in  advance  of  this  post  about  six  miles  on 
l!ie2yih  at  Ochlochsway  river,  when  nineteen  on- 
ijpes  were  made,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  army 
Ciossed  by  8  o'clock,  1'.  .M.  On  this  evening  bre- 
vet iTit^j,)!-  'I'wiggs,  of  the  rtl)  infantry,  was  delach- 
ed  with  one  coiiip-tny  and  about  two  hundred  war- 
riors, with  orders  to  advance  on  an  Indian  village 
called  Tallahasse,  and  surprise  it  at  daybreak.  6,a 
iii^  near  approach,  he  dispatclied  a  party  toascef. 
tain  its  siiua'ion.  who  reporLfcd  it  evacuated  some 
dajs  before,  on  the  morning  of  the  31  st  he  entered 
the  village,  having  prev;otuly  sent  out  parties  to 
reconnoitre;  two  of  tlie  enemy  were  made  prisoners, 
o.ieof  whom  made  his  escape  from  the  Indians  be- 
fore he  was  brought  into  camp.  The  army  passed 
the  village  about  12  o'clock,  and  encamped  new 
.Mickisulcy,  when  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
approacii  of  a  detachment  of  mounted  volunteers, 
from  Tennessee,  under  theYommand  oPlleiit.  co- 
lonal  Elliof-,  near  fom-  hundred  stong.  On  the 
morning  of  the  istof  April,  the  ai-.'ny  formed  and 
halted  until  theii-  avrlvd,  v/hen  they  were  ordered 
to  form  the  advance  of  each  flank,  with  captains 
IJussel  and  Evans's  companies,  as  spies,  \vi;h  cap. 
tain  John  Gordoti.  The  army  now  advanced  with, 
in  \h  milesof  Kiiigbajuli's  Town,  when  a  numberot' 
Indians  were  discovered  lierding  cattle  in  lliC  mar- 
gin of  a  large  pond.  The  general  ordered  tiie  riglit 
and  left  coKtmns  lo  advance,  with  a  view  of  cutlinp 
off  their  retreat,  and  tlie  same  time  instructed  the 
advance  light  comp.my  under  m.ijor  Muhlenberg, 
the  guard,  major  Nicks,  together  with  the  snull 
compani^s  composing  his  life  guard,  under  cp- 
tains  Dunlap  and  Crittenden,  to  advance,  in  support 
of  the  spies,  iu  the  event  of  a  general  engagement. 
The.  spy  companies  comn.enced  the  attack,  and  g 
brisk  rur.ning  fire  was  krpt  up  on  both  sides  for 
somemiiuitts,  when  the  enemy  divided,  the  spy 
companies  pursuing  those  on  the  rigiu,and  lieuten- 
ant colonel  Elliott,  havi'ig  turned  their  flank, 
became  genei-ully  eng.iged,  and  bore  them  over  to 
thelefi  column,  under  the  command  of  lleut.  col. 
Mitchell,  within  liaif.gua  sliot  of  each  other,  when 
tjiey  were  assailed  by  both  il.;iiks  and  would  all 
have  fallen,  had  not  the  volunteers  laken  up  the 
irnpres:)ion  (from  the  similarity  of  dress)  that  some 
of  the  friendly  warriors  had  reached  in  pursuit  of 
the  enerny,  -.vliich  occasioned  the  firing  to  cease  for 
a  short  time,  when  a  luiinber  maile  good  their  re- 
treat into  the  swamp;  captain  Crittenden's  com- 
p>uiy  being  on  horseback,  was  unable  to  reach  the 
head  of  lieutenant  colonel  Elliott's  column,  when 
they  dismounted  and  operated  against  the  enemy. 
Major  Muhlenberg'.',  company,  the  advance  guard, 
and  captain  Dunlap's  coinpaiiy,  being  on  fool  was 
«-us  notable  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  in  time. 
The  right  column  of  Georgia  militia  on  neariiigthe 
pond  filed  round  it,  and  col.  King,  with  his  regi- 
ment, v.  as  ordered  to  advance  tlirou,;h  it  to  support 
the  Column  of  horse,  should  it  be  found  necessar}-, 
whicli  Was  executed  by  the  colonel  with  great 
promptness.  1~he  conduct  of  the  officers  and  sol 
diers  t-'igaged  on  this  occasion,  was,  in  eve;-y  re- 
spec',  prajsewori!i\.  Our  loss,  one  man  of  csptain 
A:.drev/'s  company  kdied  and  f  ,urof  csptain  Ev.iHs' 
company  ofTcniussee  volunteers  wounded.  The 
reports  give  U  killed  a-nd  several  wounded  of  the 
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enejnv,  and  four  women  prisoners,  from  wlioni  ■^e 
learned,  <li«t  t'lt'ee  hundred  warriors  had  advanced 
from  the  town  to  aid  those  enpjaEjed,  and,  on  seeing' 
the  advance  of  an  army,  fled  precipitately.  Tiie 
army  now  advanced  upon  the  town  (which  was 
found  deserlpd)  and  on  rc^ixhinp  the  square,  disco- 
verfd  a  red  pole  planted  sit  the  council  house,  on 
which  was  suspended  :ihoiit  fifiy  fresh  scalps,  taken 
from  the  heads  ofexireme  ag-e,  down  to  the  ten- 
der infant,  of  both  sexes,  and  in  an  adjacent  house, 
near  three  hundred  ir.en;  wliich  bore  the  appearance 
of  havinfc  been  the  hid-barons  tropiiies  of  settled 
hostility  for  lltree  or  four  yenrs  pasl. 

The  army  contintied  the  pnrsts't  to  al'irge  pond 
of  water,  wliich  is    eip;ht  miles  in  Icnrth,  varying 
in  widtb  from  600  to  4'.;00  yards,  and    from  two  to 
five  feet  deep;  throup^h  wliich  the  army  passed,  when 
the  approach  of  night  induced    the  commanding 
general  to  draw  of  his  troops.     On  the  succeeding 
morning'   brevet  mi].    !T"n.    E.  1'.  Gaines,    with   a 
largecommand,  was  orilcred  to  pass   the  l:die  or 
pond,  and   attack  the  other  tov.ns;  but  which  he 
found  abandoned  by  the  enemy:  the  red  pole  was 
apin  found   planted  in  the  scjuare  of  Fowl  Town, 
barbarously  decorated  with  human  scalps,  of  both 
sexes,  taken  wi'hin  the  last  six  months  from  the 
liea.ds  of  our  unfortunate  citizens.     Ge^.  M'ltitosli, 
who  was  with  p^en.  Gaines,  routed  a  small  party  of 
savages  near  Fowl  Town,  killed  one  iieg,TO    and 
took  three  prisoners,  on  one  of  whom    was  found 
the  coat  of  James  Ciiampion,  of  capt.   Oumminf;'s 
company,  4'h  regiment  of  infantry,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  on    bfard.  of  one  of  our  boats  de- 
scending the  rivtr  to  the  relief  of  m:fcj.  Muhlenberg; 
this  coat,  with  nearly  all  capt.  Cumming's  compa- 
ny's clntlnng,   was  lost  on   board  of  lieut.   Scott's 
boatwlienhe  and  his  party  were  massacred  on  ihe 
."Oth  ofNovember  last.     The  packet  book  of  Mr. 
Leigh  (who  was  murdered  at  Cedar  Creek  on  the 
21st  January  last)  was  found  in  Kinghajah's  town, 
contaitiing  stveral  letters  addressed  to  thedeceas- 
€d,andone  to  general  Glascock.  About  one  thou- 
sand head  of  cattle  fell  into  our   hands,  many  of 
which  were  recognized  by  the  Georgia  militia  as 
the  brands  and  marks  of  their  citizens.  Near  llirce 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  was  found,  with  odier  ar- 
ticles iispfid  to  the  army.     Upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred houses  were  consumed,  leaving  a  tract  offer- 
tile  comitry  in    ruir;  r.here  these  wretches   might 
have  lived  in  ple:;ty,  but  for  the  infernal  machina- 
tions q{  foreign  traders,  if  not  a-gents.     Tlie  army 
remained  at  this  point  until  the  morning  of  tl>e  5t.li, 
when  the  march  was  resumed  for  S;.  Murks,  before 
which  it  arrived  on  the  eveni.ig  of 'die  6th;  and,  af 
ter  commu 'i.^.ating  witli  the    commanding  officer, 
took  pjssession  of  that   fortress  on  the  following 
morning.     Capt.   JM'Keever,   of  the  navy,  having 
sailed  for  St.  Marks  wiih  s&me  vessels,  containing 
supplies  for  the  army,  was  fortunate  enouglj  to  en- 
tice on  board  his  vessel  in  llie  river,  Francis  or  Hil- 
lishajo  and   Homathismico,  Iiostile  cl'.iefs  of  the 
Cireek  nation,  and  whose  seUied  hostility  Imve  been 
severely  felt    by  our  citizens.     The  commanding 
general  had  them  brought  on  shore,  and  ordered 
tliem  to  be    hung,  as  an    eK.impl^  to  deter    o'licrs 
horn  exc'tiiig  these  deluded    wretches    to  ftiture 
scenes  of  butchery.     A  man  of  tlie  name  of  A.  Ar- 
otitlmot  wns  also  taken  on  the  arrival  of  the  army, 
and  placed  in  close  confinement. 

The  troops  having  again  received  eight  day's 
"■jltions, and  a  garrison  detached  for  Fort  .St.  Marks, 
^ne  army  mn-ched  on  the9ih  of  April,  destined  for 
'.rr^'  '^"  *^^  morning  of  the  12th,  the  officer 
-^f  the  day  reported,  that  thecentinels  had  heard 


the  lowing  of  cattle  and    barkin;^  of  doi?s    during 
the  night;  t'rom  whicli  the  general  was  in-Uicid  to 
send  a  runner  to  genc-ral  .Alclntcsh,  who  enoan.ped 
a  short  distance  in  rear  of  the  army,  wiih  instruc- 
tions to  Iiave  the  country  below  examined,     la  die 
mfa'~time,    the   army    moved  slowly  in    advance. 
General  Mcintosh  dispatched   major  Ka'  .'U*d,  'villi 
a  parly,  who  returned  to  liim    a  runner,   reporting 
the  discovery  of  a  hostile  p:i'ly  \.oo  strong  for  his 
little  band  of  warriors.     M.  Iniosh    moved  against 
tliem  ^'■idl  his  whole  force.     A  siTiall  detachment 
of  different   companies  of  the    Tennessee   volun- 
teers, under  colonels  Dyer  and   Williamson,  (they 
having  joined  the  arrviy  on  the  evening  of  the  10  h) 
were  left  at  our  encampment  to  sf  arch  for  hordes; 
and,  on  hearing  tlie  report  of  m.ijor  Kanurd,  f  rrn- 
ed  tliem.selves  into  ac'moany,  under  captain  Bell, 
w!io  was  with  them,  and  moved  to  attack  the  ene- 
m}',  wh'.m  fhy  found  near  a  large  s.va:rp,  endea- 
vori'ig  to  move  ofi'.     A  spirite'l  engagement    ^  nsu- 
ed,  which    resulted  in    the  death   of  thiny  seven, 
aiid  six  men  and  nine'y  eight  vvotnen  and  chiUireu 
prisoners,  and  our  loss  three  killed  and  four  wotmd,- 
ed  of  the  friendly  Indians.     The  only  woman,  out 
of  seven,  whose  life  w;is  spared  af  the  rriassarre  of 
lieut.  Scott,  was  here  recaptured  by  major  Kwnard. 
Genei-al  Mcintosh  indi\  idualiy  killed  three  of  the 
enemy  and  cj'ptured  one.     The  li'tle  band  of  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  acted  on  this  occasio-n  as  becomes 
their  character^     At  the  coninencement  of  the  ac- 
tion the  amy  wa.s  halted,  and  «  runner  desratclied 
to  inform  general  Mcintosh  that  any  aid  he  might 
deem  necessary,    -ould  be   afforded,  and  that  the 
army  wotdd  remain  until  his  arrival,  which  was  not 
until  we  encamped  for  the  nigl  t. 

The  enemy  abandoned  a  number  of  horses,  hog.'?, 
corn,  and  about  600  head  of  cultle.  The  army 
moved  on  the  morning  of  tlve  13lh,  and  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day  our  spies  surprized  a  carsp,  consist- v 
ing  of  two  men,  a  woman,  and  two  children.  One 
of  tlie  men  was  killed — the  others,  with  a  small  boy, 
slightly  wounded;  and  the  woman,  unfortunately, 
not  being  distinguished  in  the  swamp,  received  a 
v/ou:id,  of  v.hich  she  died. 

At  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  S6lh,  the  army  ar- 
rived  at  a  large  pond,  within  6  miles  of  Bowlegs' 
town,  on  Suwany  river,  where  a  few  Indians,  well 
mounted,  discovered  our  advance.  An  attempt 
was  m;>de  to  overtake  tliem;  but  the  enfeebled  state 
of  our  horses  rendered  it  iinpraclirahle.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  geneial  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  make  the  town  by  a  forced  march,  not  allow- 
li.g  the  enemy  time  to  cross  the  river  and  destroy 
I  heir  supplies.  The  manner  of  attack  having  been 
previously  arranged,  the  army  moved  ranidiy,  un- 

Tii,  arriving  near  the  large  wliich  flanks  the 

town,  when  the  troops  cL'anged  position,  conforma- 
bly to  previous  orders,  and  moved  forward.  The- 
left  flank,  composed  of  cclonel  \VilllaniSoti's  regi- 
ment of  Tennessee  voluntei.r.'>,  at  the  head  of 
V.  tiich  a  force  of  Indian  warriors,  uiu'cr  (now  col.) 
K.mard,  so  /n  came  in  contaci,  and  wiiriVjly  engag- 
ed the  Indians  and  negrovs;  whilst  the  right  fiank, 
composed  of  colonel  Dyer's  regimeni  of  Tennessee 
volunteers,  with  a  ^''^e  fr>rce  of  v.-arriors,  unde.- 
general  Mclnio'jh,  advanced  near  tiie  riV'-'r,  tO  }  re- 
vent  the  euemy  from  crossing.  The  ccm -e  adv-.nc- 
ed  in  escelltni  order,  and  under  tlie  i.vpectatio.T 
of  .having  to  combat  with  the  s'.reiigtii  of  these 
towns,  and  the  fugitives  froTi  Mickasaky;  but,  on 


reiching  Bowlegs'  town,  f:?tind  it  ab»nu'<ned,  'L'lie 
left  flank,  from  Ine  nature  <>f  the  groa.id  the-,  h.vi 
to  traverse,  aiid  colonel  Kiiiurd  not  adhering  en- 
tirely 19  the  route  designated,   drove  the   laiii-:,.'* 


s\s 


NILES'  REGISTER-DECEMBER  ^6,  1813— SEMIXOLE  WAR. 


and  nefjroes,  (»bont  300)  info  tlie  river,  before 
the  rig'!ii  fjank  could  occupy  tlie  desired  position. 
Tlie  r'por's  give  11  killed  and  3  prisiiner<i  on  the 
field;  and  it  is  believed  many  were  killed  and 
drowned  in  swimming  the  river,  it  being  nearly 
oOUyai-d*;  wide.  Coicnel  Ka".aril  had  13  woundC'-, 
hut  one  dai  gei^ously.  About  2700  bushels  of  corn 
vers  obtained  in  the  towns  and  neighboring 
gwv.n(ip-^;  near  90  liead  of  cattle,  and  a  number  of 
hovjies  Our  centinels,  on  the  night  of  the  17th, 
to>  k  prisoners  two  v/liite  men  (Ambrister  and 
€  ok,  1  an  !  one  negro,  who  had  just  returned  from 
Arbiitiui't's  vessel,  at  the  mou'h  of  Suwany.  From 
the  latter  we  obraincd  a  lett'ef  written  by  A  Ar- 
buthnot  to  his  son,  in  which  he  enutnerates  tue  ar- 
my of  the  Uni'ed  Sta*es,  undT  the  ge  eral's  com- 
nriand,  and  req'.iosts  him  to  inform  his  friend  Bow- 
legs, that  resistance  would  be  fruitleS«  against 
such  an  overwhelming  force,  and  to  make  over  the 
river  with  all  despatch;  admonishing  his  son,  at 
the  sjrne  time,  to  remove  -nd  secrete  every  thing 
wliich  C'^'ul'-i  be  removed.  From  Cook  we  learned, 
tliaithis  letter  was  read  to  t|>e  negroes  and  Indi 
aiis.  whe-  they  immediately  commenced  crossing 
Ihpir  families,  and  !  ad  just  finished  us  we  entered 
t!.ieu' towns.  Upwards' of  three  hundred  houses 
were  here  consumed,  the  most  of  which  were  v,  ell 
built,  and  somewhat  regular,  extending  near  thiee 
m  Ifs  up  the  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  18ih 
gencril  Gaines  was  ordered,  with  a  select  com- 
m  nd,  and  a  number  of  waiTiors,  under  general 
IVl'Intosh,  to  cross  the  Suwany  river,  in  pursuit  of 
t!ie  enemy,  but  found,  on  advancing  about  6  miles, 
thai  they  were  dl-.persed  in  every  direction,  from 
the  numerous  trails,  and  too  far  advanced  to  over- 
take th"m,  his  coaimand  being  short  of  supplies. 
A  (tet-ictiuient  of  the  w.arriors  having  Mivwnced 
some  distance,  fell  in  with  a  small  party  oTtht  ene 
my,  killed  three  warriors,  took  some  v/omen  and 
children,  and  five  negroes.  On  the  same  niorning, 
iieut.  .)ame$  Gadsden,  a?dde-camp  to  the  com- 
Tnandiiig  generul,  descended  the  Suwany  river  to 
its  iiioutii,  with  captain  Dunlap's  and  a  few  ofcapt. 
Crittenden's  companiea  of  tiie  life  guard,  and  a 
smnll  detachment  of  the  regulars,  «nd  captured, 
wiiiout  dilHculiy,  the  scliOOi.tr  of  A.  Arbuthiiot, 
■which  h.ad  brought  supplies  of  p-;wder  and  lead  to 
the  Indians  and  negroes,  settled  at  Suwany.  Tins 
ve.'-jsel  afforded  the  means  of  transporting  our  sick 
back  to  S;.  Marks.  On  t'le  evening  of  vhe  20  ., 
general  Gh.scock  was  or'!fi  en,  at  his  rfquest,  io 
march  his  brigade  by  .\Iii;kasuky  lo  H;irt;'ord,  in 
Geor;;i;i,  and  Chptain  liiU  ordered  to  muster  tliem 
out  of  service,  and  the  army  moved  about  3-4  of 
a  mile,  preparatory  to  its  return.  On  the  20t.  , 
getif.ral  Meln'osli  was  ordered  to  proceed  direct 
to  For-  Sc<it',  on  Flint  river,  and  an  order  furnish- 
ed him  to  tlie  commanding  officer  to  muster  his 
"wanior.s  out  q   service. 

The  army  reached  Fort  St.  Marks  on  the  25ih, 
having  mirciied  28  miles  on  that  day;  and  we  were 
agreeably  suipnsed  in  findi.ig  Iieut.  Gadsden  had 
arrived  s^ifcly  tiint  evening,  from  the  mo«th  of  Su- 
wany. On  the  26i.h,  a  special  court  was  ordered 
tor  the  triftl  of  A.  Arbuthnot  .'ind  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister; wliich  court,  on  the  documents  and  evi 
dencc  adduced,  sentenced  tlie  first  to  be  hung,  and 
the  hitter  lo  he  shot,  'i'hey  were  accor*-!ingly  ex 
ect:i£"d  on  the  morning  of  the  2yth.  The  army 
niovd  aiid  encamped  four  miles  from  St.  Marks, 
on  the  evenii'g  of  the  i2bi)i,  and  nrrived  at  Fort 
Gadsi'en  on  i!ie  2d  Inst,  tlie  general  having  previ- 
oti.iiy  dciaclied  a  garrison  of  two  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  brtvet  major  Fanning,  to 


occupy  Fort  St.  Marks.  I  h.ive  only  to  add,  that 
this  army  has  borne  hardships  and  privations  to  a 
great  extent,  in  a  manner  becoming  soldiers  and 
citizens  of  a  nation  proud  of  their  liberties.  The 
assistant  topographical  engineer  will  furnish  a  to- 
pographical report  of  the  country  through  which 
the  army  operated;  and  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed, 
sketches  for  information  of  our  order  of  move, 
ment 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoin 
-Tiost  obedient  servant, 

UOBKRT  BUTLER,  adj.  gen. 
Brig.  gen.  Daniel  Parker,  adj.  and  insp.  gen. 

(THANSL.4TED  COPT.)  'A 

PfcXSACOLA,  1.3th  JfAT,    18)8. 

Most  excellent  sir:  On  the  10th  inst.  T  received 
your  excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  last, 
infi)rming  me  that  some  articles  of  the  clotliin^i 
used  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  part  of  tliose  taken  in  tlie  boat  in  whicit 
Lieut.  Scott  and  his  escort  were  so  Inhumanly  raur- 
dered,  were  found  in  a  small  schooner,  despatched 
from  this  port  for  tliat  of  Apalache,  with  provisions. 

Your  excellency  Inquires  of  me  in  what  manner 
these  ui-ticles  came  into  my  po.ssession;  and  you  fur- 
ther state,  that  you  feel  yourself  obliged  to  inform 
me,  that  the  documents  and  the  proofs  found  in  St. 
Juan;  the  detention  of  American  cattle,  found  in 
St.  Marks;  and  the  correspondence  carried  on  be- 
tween this  post  and  the  hostile  Indians;  are  suffici 
ent  to  create  a  belief,  that  they  were  armed  and 
incited  to  this  cruel  \va,r  against  tlie  United  States 
by  th«  Spanish  officers. 

Your  excellency  adds,  that  there  exist  positive 
proofs  that  the  Indians  were  supplied  witli  muni- 
tions by  the  last  cor.miander  of  St.  Marks;  and  you 
conclude  by  saying  that  an  asylum  has  been  granted 
here  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  Indians, 
who  are  enemies  to  the  United  States,  and  fugitives; 
from  the  American  territory;  and  that  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  refusing  to  allow  the  passage  of 
provisions  for  your  troops,  prove  the  unjust  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  agents  in  the  Floridas. 

I  shall  answer  the  charges  alleged  in  their  pro- 
per order,  with  candour,  and  without  eviislon  or  re- 
servation. 

The  first  complaint  made  by  your  excellency  is 
relative  to  the  articles  of  clothing  found  on  board 
the  schooner  Maria,  and  which  have  been  detained 
on  tlie  supposition  that  they  are  the  property  ol 
the  United  States. 

Part  of  tlicse  articles,  as  is  proved  by  copy  No. 
1,  were  purchased  at  Now  Oilcans,  in  the  monib 
of  May,  la,st  year;  part  came  from  the  Havana,  and 
part  were  purchased  in  this  place.  All  this  is  es- 
tablished. The  charge  is,  of  course,  done  away; 
and  your  excellency's  question  is  satisfactorily  an- 
swered. 

The  succeeding  one  is  more  serious,  and  rejatcs 
to  the  covu-se  observed  of  late  by  the  governor  of 
St.  Marks. 

1  inimcdi.ately  required  of  him  an  account  of  his 
conduct,  and  he  made  the  comm-anication  found  in 
cop3'  Xo.  2.  However,  as  your  excellency  affirms 
that  you  possess  positive  proofs  of  the  miscMuluct 
of  this  officer,  I  must,  as  a  necessar}'  consequence, 
entreat  you  to  submit  them  to  me,  thst,  the  fw'' 
being  established,  I  may  infiict  on  him  deserved 
punishracnt.  I  assure  vour  excellency,  with  the 
sincerity  natural  to  me,  that  he  has  acted  in  entire 
opposition  to  his  instructions,  and  that,  if  y""^ 
excellency  will  transmit  me  the  prooTs  I  request, 
hi  siijil  bs  brought  before  a  council  of  war,  an^' 
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ishedwiUi  all  the  severity  his  tran^-essions  de- 
serve; but  your  excellency  will  be  just  cnoiig-h  to 
allow,'  that  the  Spanish  g-overiiment  cannot   ho  ve- 


J 


sponsi 


ble  for  the  miscomhict  of  its  assents,  when  it 


iieither  upholds  them  therein,  nor  suffers  their  mal- 
practices, being  ascertained,  to  pass  unpunished. 

The  last  complaints  of  your  excellency  have  a 
personal  and  direct  ajjplication  to  myself,  and  are 
relative  to  the  asylum  g:inted  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  fugitive  Indians;  and  to  the  passag-c 
of  provisions  up  the  Escambia.  It  is  easy  for  me  to 
remove  these  charges,  and,  I  think,  )  our  excellen- 
ev  will  be  satisfied  with  a  short  and  true  relation  of 
facts. 

With  respect  to  the  Tmliann,  yonr  excellency  has 
assuredly  been  misinformed,  as,  although  it  is  true 
that  some  remained  here,  the  greater  part  of  them 
were  women  and  children,  who  procured  a  subsist- 
encc  by  furnishing  the  inhabitants  vitii  wood,  tish, 
and  other  trifling  objects,  and  were  here  before  the 
present  war  with  the  Scminoles — others  now  and 
then  assembled,  on  account  of  the  war,  but  in  very 
small  numbers;  as,  when  I  had  them  collected,  in 
compliance  widi  the  proposition  made  by  major 
Young,  they  altogether  amounted  to  eighty-seven, 
and  assuredly,  these  few  unarmed  and  miserable 
men  were  not  hostile  to  the  United  States.  The 
continual  passing  of  American  citizens  from  the 
frontier  to  this  people,  who  travelled  alone  and  un- 
armed among  them,  without  being,  at  any  time,  in- 
sulted or  molested  in  their  persons  or  property,  is 
a  proof  of  this. 

With  respect  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the 
Escambia,  I  have  not  hitherto  prevented  it,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  have  facilitated  it,  so  fur  as  1  was  abl^, 
and  my  limited  powers  have  permitted,  even  to  the 
compromitting  of  myself,  for,  being  only  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  1  could  not  consent  to  it,  as  it  is  un- 
authorised; but  I  took  the  responsibility  on  myself, 
in  consideration  of  existing  circumstances;  and  so  I 
stated  to  your  excellency  i.  my  letter  of  the  15th 
of  last  month,  which  I  wrote  to  you  by  major  Per- 
rault,  and  to  which  I  refer  you,  in  sup])Oi't  of  my 
assertion.  Xow,  that  the  free  commerce  of  this 
people  with  those  of  the  inteiior  is  declared  admis- 
si^ile  by  higher  authority,  there  will,  in  future,  be 
no  difficulty  in  allowing  the  mercliants  to  transport 
from  hence  to  fort  Crawford,  and  other  forts  on  the 
frontier,  as  well  by  water  as  by  land,  wlurtevcr  pro- 
visions and  effects  tliey  may  need  or  desire;  by 
which  means,  these  posts  will,  readily,  be  provi- 
sioned, and  your  excellency  \\  ill  be  satisfied. 

1  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  letter 
satisfactoril)',  and  in  a  manner  whicli  can  leavt  no 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  and  which 
evinces  my  desire  to  contribute,  so  far  as  depends 
«n  me,  to  the  good  understandhig  existing  between 
our  respective  governments. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

J(>.Sli  .MA SOT. 

His  excillency,  ANnnr.-w  Jacksox,  maj.  gen.  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

TUANSLATED  COPT. 

It  having  come  to  my  knowledge  that  you  have 
passed  t!ie  frontiers  with  the  troops  under  your 
command,  arnl  that  you  are  in  the  territory  of  this 
province  of  West  Florida,  which  is  s;i'.)ject  to  ifly 
government,  I  solemnly  protest  agi'.inst  tliis  proce- 
dure, as  an  offence  towards  my  .sovereign,  exhort- 
ing yrxi,  and  reciuirliig  of  yof,  in  his  name,  to  re- 
tire fro:ii  itj  Ks,  ii'  \uudo  not,  and  continue  your 
.i^gressioi:s,  I  shall  repel  force  by  force. 

'flic  consequciicc  in  this  casa  will,  doubtless,  be 


the  effusion  of  blotnl,  and  aisO,  an  inten-upticn  o' 
the  harmony  whicli  has  hitherto  reig-iied  between 
our  respective  nations;  hut,  as  the  repeller  of  an 
insult  has  never  been  deemed  the  aggressor,  you 
will  be  responsil)le  !)ota  to  God  and  man,  for  all  ti;e 
fatal  consequences  which  may  result. 

CiO'l  preserve  you  many  years. 

.lOSK  MASOT. 

The  commander  of  the  American  tn-ops. 

A  copy  of  tills  protest  was  addr.  .sscd  to  gcntrul 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  sent  by  a  Spanish  cilicer, 
meeting  the  American  army  shortly  after  it  Iwl 
passed  the  Escambia  river. 

J.  GADSDEX,  aid  de  cam.p. 

HEAn-QiTAP.TT-.ns.  Division  of  the  STsuth,  '^ 
Fort  Montgomery,  June  ?.      S 
SIR — In  a  communication  to  you  of  ihe  Stii  J\ia_\, 
I  detailed  at  length  the  operations  of  my  army  ■.!]>  to 
that  period.     Leaving  a  strong  garrison  of  ivg'  Jars 
i     Forts  Scott  and   Gadaden,  I  resumed  my  iiu.rch 
with  a  small  detaciiraent  oi'llie  -Ith  rcgimeri  <;f  in- 
fantry, ono  company  of  artillery,  and  the  oiiec*ivi  s 
of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  the  whole  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  hundred  men,  to  fulfil  my  intentioiis  con-- 
munlca'.ed  to  you,  of  scouring  the  country  west  of 
the  Appalachi'cola  river.     Un  the  tenth   of  May  nsy 
army  crossed  that  river  at  tiie  Ochesce  vlllu';^,  am' 
after  a  fatiguing,   tedious  and  clrcuitou.s  march  ti' 
twelve  days,  misled  by  the  ignorance  of  our  pilots, 
and  exposed  to  the  severest  of  p^-ivutions,  ^ve  fin:i!iy 
reached  add  effected  a  passag-e  over  tlie  Escau.hla. 
On  my  march  on  the  2:klof  .\iay,  a  protest  frou,  tiic 
Governor  of  Pensacola  was  delivered  to  me  by  a 
Spanish  officer,  remoiwt rating  in  v.-arm  terms  against 
my  proceediugs,  and  ordering  me  and  my  fences  in- 
stantly ".->  quit  the  territory  of  his  Catholic  .%'rijesly, 
with  a  threat  to  f'pply  force  in  the  event  of  a  non- 
com;)Iiance — this  was  so  open  an  indication  of  a  lios- 
tile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  having  been  early  anil 
well  advised  of  the  objects  of  my  operations,  that  I 
hesitated  no  longer  on  the  measures  to  !>e  adopted, 
i  iTLirched  for  and  entered   Pi  nsacola  with  only   the 
shew  of  res-.staiK-e,   on  the  2ith  of  May.     The  (;<?- 
vcrnor  had  previously  fied  to  l-'ort  Cai-'cs  de  B;u-r;m- 
cas,  where  it  is  said  lie  resolved  upon  a  most  despe- 
rate resistance;  a  correspondence  ensued  between 
us,  accompanying  this,  marked  A,  detailing  my  mo- 
tives for  v.ishing  and  demanding  that  Pens;ico!a  iw.d 
its  dependencies  be  occupied  witli  an  American  g:n-. 
rison.     The  package  marked  13,  are  documents  sub- 
stantiating the  charges  in  part  against  the  coriduct  ft' 
the  Spanish  Governor  having  knowingly  and  \yiiiti!!y 
admitted  the  savages,  avowedly  hostile  to  the  United. 
States,  within  the  town  of  Pensacola.     The  peace;) 
ble  surrender  of  the  fort  at  the  Harraiicas  v,:is  de- 
nied; T  marched  for,  aiul  invested  it  on  the  evonlnj;,- 
of  the  25th  of  May,  and  on  the  same  night  pushed  i  e- 
connoitering  parties  under  its  very  guns.     On  tbe 
morning  of  the  26th,  a  r.ulitary  reconnoisancc  was 
taken,  and  on  the  same  night  a  lotigmeiit  w\is  nu.do, 
under  a  fire  from  the  Spanish  giu-rison,  by  Caplai.n 
Gadsden  of  the  Engineers,  aickd  by    Captains  Call 
and  Young,  on  a  coWmianding  position,  A\ithin  tliree 
hundred  and  eighty -five  yard.s  of  tiie  Spanish  worki:;, 
and  a  nine  pounder  mounted;  a  howit/lcr  battery  was 
simult;mcously  established    on   tl;c    ca])ital   of;   ;,nd 
within  seven "hundrid  and  fifty  yards  of  tl}e  F(Ut. 
At  day-light  on  the  27  ih,  '!>e  Spanish  garrison  cpci:- 
ed   tlieir  artillery  or.  our  batteries;    a  parley    w;  s 
sounded,  a  ffag  sent  in,    and  tlie  surrender  of  ihvi 
(Jarlos  de  Earraucas  again  demanded:  tlie  favcrnb;i 
jiosltions  obtained  were  pointed  out,  and  1he  inutility 
of  resistance  urged.     Auxioiis  to  avoid  an  open  co,-.- 
test,  and  to-  suve  the  effusion    o!'  blood.  tJie   surne 
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terms  previously  offered  were  again  tendered- — 
riiese  were  rejected,  and  offensive  operations  rc- 
i'oinmeuced.  A  spirited  and  well-directed  fire  w:is 
k(;|jt  iin  the  greater  ];art  of  the  morning,  and  ut  in- 
tervals during  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening  a  flag 
v/as  sent  froh)  the  Spanish  Commandant,  offering  to 
Capitulate,  and  a  suspension  of  hostilities  was  j^Tan- 
t^eil  until  S  (/clock  the  next  day,  when  the  enclosed 
articles  of  capitulation,  maj'kedC,  were  signed  and 
,aiTeed  to.  The  terms  are  more  favorable  than  a 
ponQuered  enemy  \you!d  have  merited;  but,  under 
the  'peculiar  circumstances  of  tJie  case,  my  oljject 
obtained,  there  was  no  iTiQtive  for  wounding  the 
feelings  of  those  M'hose  militar}-  pride  or  honor  had 
nrompted  to  the  resistance  made.  The  articles, 
"Vitli  but  one  canilition,  amount  to  the  complete 
co.ision  to  the  Unitetl  States  of  that  portion  of  the 
ploridas,  hitherto  under  the  government  of  Don 
jQse  Masot. 

The  arrangements  which  I  have  made  to  secure 
Pensacola  ana  ita«dcpendencie.s,  are  contained  in  the 
fjcneral  Orders,  &.c:  marked  1).  I  deemed  it  most 
advisable  to  retail),  for  the  present,  tlie  same  gov  em- 
inent to  which  the  people  had  been  accustomed,  un- 
til such  time  as  the  Kxecutive  of  the  United  States 
may  order  otherwise.  It  was  necessary,  however, 
to  est^-blish  the  re\en\ie,laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
check  the  smuggling  which  has  been  carried  on 
EUC'-^essfully  in  this  quajler  for  many  years  past;  and 
to  admit  the  American  merchant  to  an  equal  partici- 
pation in  a  trade,  whicli  would  have  lieen  denied  un- 
der tlie  partial  operation  of  the  Spanish  commercial 
cod^  Capt.  Gadsden  was  ajipointed  b}' me  collec- 
vor,  and  he  has  organi^':ed  and  left  the  depaitmentin 
the  charge  of  olHcei's  in  whom  the  greatest  conh- 
ikmce  m;iy  be  re]U)sed. 

"■Though  the  S"T..lnole  Indians  have  been  scattered, 
|Uid  literally  so  driven  and  reduced,  as  no  longer  to 
he  viewed  as  a  formidable  enemy;  yet,  as  there  are 
still  many  small  marauding  parties,  supposed  to  be 
roncealed  in  the,  svvamps  of  the  Perdldo,  Choctaw- 
hatchv  and  Chapoidy,  who  mig'ht  maka  occasional 
and  sudden  inro;id;'.  on  our  froniier  settlers,  massa- 
c-cing  women  and  cliildren,  I  have  deemed  it  ad- 
visable "to  call  into  service  for  six  months,  if  not 
soone;;  discharged,  two  companies  of  volunteer  ran- 
jjers,  under  Capts.  McGirt  and  Boyles,  with  instruc- 
ti  ms  to  scour  die  country  between  tb.e  Mobile  and 
Appakchicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile 
p.arty  who  dare  resist  and  will  not  surrender,  and  re- 
jjjove  with  their  famlhes  above  the  olst  degree  of  la- 
titude ^ 

The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  considered  at  a 
i  lose,  tranquillity  again  restored  to  the  suuthem 
frontier  of  the  United  Slates,  and,  as  long  as  a  cor- 
don of  military  posts  is  maintained  along  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  .Vinerica  has  notliing  to  apprehend  fro;}i 
either  foreig-n  or  liidian  hostilities.  Indeed,  sir,  to 
f.ttempt  to  fortify  or  protect  an  imaginan-  line,  or  to 
^uppos  i  that  a  frontici:  on  the  ;ilst  degree  of  latitude, 
in  a  wilderness,  can  be  secured  by  a  cordon  of  mili- 
■iijry  posis,  \\']iilst  the  Spanish  authorities  were  not 
Tnaintained  in  the  I'Moridas,  and  that  country  lay 
pperi  to  the  use  and  e.xcitemcnt  of  any  enemy,  is  vi- 
tsionarv  in  the  extreme.  On  the  immutable  priiici.- 
-•  -        -       '•■•—■•■  -      •      ••     ■•     i^,,- 

\v\ 
oiK'J-ations.  On  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  officeis 
Lad  aided  ami  abetled  the  Indian  er'-my,  and  thcre- 

Ip  ]  jus- 
Spain 


pie,  thei^efore,  of  self-defence,  authorized  l)y  tlie 
of  natui-e  and  of  nations,  have  I   bottomed  all 


tiy  Lipcame  a  party  in  hostihties  against  us,  < 

jifv    my  occupying  the   Spanish   fortresses. 

fiad  disregarded  the  treaties  existing  with  the  Ame- 

'•ir-;ni  govcnmient,  orhad  notpower  to  enfoire  them. 

■#h<'  lndi.''ii  tribes  within  lier  territory,  and  wliiclishe 


was  bound  to  keep  at  peace,  had  visited  otir  citizen* 
witli  all  the  horrors  of  savage  war.  Negro  brigand? 
were  establishing  themselves  when  and  where  tliev 
pleased,  and  foreign  agents  were  openly  and  know,, 
ingly  prr.ctising  their  intrigues  in  this  neutral  terri^ 
tory.  '3'jie  immutable  principles  of  self-defence,  jus- 
tified, therefore,  tlie  occupancy  of  the  Floridas,  and 
the  same  ])rinciples  will  warrant  the  American  go~ 
vernnient  in  holding  it  until  such  time  as  Spain  caii 
guarantee,  by  an  adequate  military  force,  the  main, 
taining  her  authority  within  the  colony. 

A  topographical  sketch  of  the  country  from  Ap- 
p.ilachicola  to  PensacolaHay  accompanies  this.  Capi 
tain  \oung  will  prepare,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  to- 
pographical memoir  of  tliat  part  of  the  Floridas,  oii 
which  my  amiy  has  operated,  with  a  map  of  the 
country.  Capt.  Gadsden  is  instructed  to  preparfe 
a  report  on  the  necessary  defences  of  the  country, 
as  far  as  the  military  reconnoisances  will  permit,  ac^ 
companied  with  plans  of  the  existing  works,  what  ad* 
ditions  or  improvements  are  necessary,  and  what 
new  works  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  erected,  to 
give  permanent  security  to  this  important  territori.il 
addition  to  oiH' republic.  As  soon  as  the  report  is 
prepared,  captain  Gadsden  will  receive  orders  to 
repair  to  Washington  City  with  some  other  docu- 
ments which  I  may  wish  to  confide  to  his  charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  terminated 
so  honorably  and  happily,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
express  my  approl)ation  generally  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  of  every  species  of  corpsi,  which  I 
iiave  had  tho  honor  o  command.  The  patience 
with  whicli  they  endured  fatigue  and  submitted  to 
privations,  and  the  determination  with  which  they 
encountered  an»l  vanquished  every  difficulty.  Is  the 
strongest  indication  of  the  existence  of  that  patrio- 
tic feeling,  which  no  circumstances  can  change,  and 
tiiat  irresistible  ardor  in  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
tr}',  which  will  prove  her  strength  and  bulwark 
under  any  exposure.  I  shoidd  do  violence  to  my 
feelings,  if  I  did  not  particularly  notice  the  exer- 
tions of  my  rjuarter  master  general,  colonel  George 
Gibson;  who,  under  tlie  most  embarrassing  of  cir- 
cumstances relieved  the  necessities  of  my  amy, 
and  to  whose  exertions  I  was  indebted  for  the  sup- 
plies received.  His  zeal  and  integrity  in  this  cam- 
paign, as  well  as  in  the  unifcn-m  discharge  of  hiji 
duties  since  his  connection  with  my  staff",  merits 
tlie  approbation  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 

With  respect,  voui's,  &c. 

AXDKEW  JACKSON,  maj.  gen.  com. 

The  Hon.  .1.  C.  C.vlhoux,  sec'y  at  war, 

He-td  quarters,  thvision  of  the  south, 
On  the  line  of  march,  May,  23d  1818. 
Sin — The  southern  frontier  of  the  United  St.ites 
has  f()r  more  thsin  twelve  mondis,  been  exposed  to 
all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  and  savage  war.  A  party 
ofoutlfiv-.s  Knd  refugees  from  the  Creek  nation — 
negroes  v.lio  iiave  fled  from  tlieir  mastrrn,  citizens 
of  the  U-dled  States,  and  sought  an  asylum  in  I<Mo- 
1  irla,  aiul  the  Seminole  Intiians  inhabiting  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sp-i;'i,  all  uniting,  have  raised  the  toma- 
hawk, ar.d,  in  the  ciia'/acter  of  savfige  warfare,  have 
neitlicr  r?gar'.!ed  sex  or  age:  helpless  women  hwe 
becTi  miissarred,  and  tlie  cradle  crinisoned  v-ilh  the 
blood  o*"  innocence.  'l'l;e  Unitcti  States,  true  to 
their  own  engagements,  and  Ci  nfiding  in  the  f.ith  of 
Spiiin  to  enfV)rce  exis'i.ig  treaties,  never  entertained 
It  doubt  but  that  tiielr  airocities  would  early  at- 
tract the  attention  of  l!ie  S;puiiish  government,  and 
'.hat  spec. ly  and  tdecUiid  meastu-es  wouhi  have 
been  ;if!c>p,t  d  fi'lifir  suppression.  Under  this 
;k  i-si!-si:),i,  n  cordon  of  military  posts  was  ebial>li.'*h- 
c;d,  lot;iic   ii!.ii;cdiate  jrolicii^m    to    sucl;  oi.our 
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fron'^er settlers  as  *erp   peculiarly  exposed,  and 
strict  Injunctions  issued  to  llie  American  officers, 
to  respect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  not  to  si'  empv 
operations  within    its  limits.     T  lese    instructions 
were  most  scrupulously   observed,   and,  notwi  h- 
standing  the  in<.ctiviM  ofthf  Ariierican  troops  had 
encouraged  tlie  Tndiani  to  the  mor?  darini?  and  out- 
rapeous'acts  of  violence  aecai;ist  our  citizens,  tl>e 
povernment  of  the  Uiiited  S:ates  was  still  disposed 
to  respect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  confide  in  the 
abi'i'y  of  the  Spai-ish  government  to    execute  ex- 
isti'iG:   treaties,    lentil   advised  tlirotigh  you,  that, 
with  every  dlspnsi'  ion,  the  Spanish  authorities  had 
not  the  power  of  controuliiig' the  Indians  in  Flnri- 
d»;  that  tlifir  ac's  of  late  were  viewed  as  eq'!;.llv 
ho'stde  to  the  intrrests  of  Spain  as  those  of  the  U. 
Str.i  s  that  Spanish   suhjecis  were  no',    exempted 
fret  the  evils  of  whid.   we  complained,  and  that 
th':  negro  establishm'  nts  on  the  Appalachicola  and 
S(  Jvia'n  livers,  were  founded  by    British    oS^onts 
contrary  to  the  will  of  Spain.     These  representa- 
tisns  deterrniped  the  president  of  the  United  S'ate.« 
to  adopt  effectual  measures  to  restore  tranq'iility 
to  the  southern  frontier  of  the  American  republic; 
and,  pursuant  to  his  orders,  jusvifi.ible  by  the  im- 
mutable laws  of  self-defence,  I  have   penetrated 
through  Florida;   reduced  to  ashes  t!ie  Seminole 
villap-es;  destroyed  their  magazines  of  pr. 'visions; 
beaten  their  warriors   whenever  they  haairded  a 
contest;  dispersed  some  and  expelled  others  across 
the  river, 


nition,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  necessary  supplies 
furnished. 

Oi  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your  let- 
ter   was  received,   positively    refusing    to  permit 
(unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  any  provisions 
passing  up  to  the  American  fort  on  the  Escambia 
Connected  with    this  strong   indication    of  an  un- 
fiiendly  disposition  on  your  part,  I  have,  from  tiie 
most    unquestionable  authority,  that  the    city    of 
Pensacola  has,  for  some  months  past,  been  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  Indians;  that  free  ingress 
and  egress  is  permit  ted  to   the  avowed  savage  ene-- 
my  of  the  U.  States;    that  supplies  of  ammunition 
munitions  ofwar,  imd  provisions,  have  been  receiv- 
ed  by  them  from  thence;  that  on  the  15th  of  April 
Irtst,  there  were  no  less  than   500  Indians  in  Pensa- 
cola, many  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  Unit- 
'd  Stntps,  and  who  hal  but  lately  escaped  my  pur- 
suit.    The  late  massacre  of  18  individuals  on  the 
Federal  road,  was   committed    by   Indiars  direct 
f'-om  their  return  to  Pensarola,  who  were  received 
by  you,  and  tr*ansported  across  the  bay,  to  elude  the 
pursuit  of  the  American  troops.     The  Americans 
rettiroing,  the    savages  were  permitted  to  return. 
A"  Indian  wounded  in  pursuit  by  ;;.  party,  for  hav- 
ing killed  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  was  open- 
ly, in  the  sigh'   of  m.tny   Americans,  received    by 
you,  and  every  comfort  administered.     Such  prac- 
tices, if  authorized  by  the  king,  would  justify  me 
in  open  hostilities.     Disposed,  however  to  believe, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  unauthorised  acts  of  agents, 


In  the  course  of  my  operations,  it  became  neces-    i  deem  it  politic  and  necessary  to  occupy  Pensaco. 


sary  to  visit  the  Spanish  fortress  of  St.  Marks.  En- 
tering the  territory  of  Spain,  to  fight  her  battles, 
to  relieve  from  bondage  her  subjects,  and  to  ciias- 
tise  Ml  Indian  tribe,  whom  she  acknowledged,  un- 
der existing  trcities,  she  was  bound  to  preserve  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  I  had  every  reason  to 
expect 'd>iU  the  American  army  would  have  been 
received  as  friends,  and  every  facility  iifforded  to 
ensure  success  to  operations  so  interesting  to  both 
governments. 

My  expectations  have  not  been  realized.  It  has 
been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  you,  that  For  St.- 
Marks  had  been  threatened  by  the  Lidians  and  ne 
groes;  and  you  expressed  serious  apprehensions, 
from  the  weakneas  of  the  garrison  and  defenceless 
state  of  the  work,  for  its  safety,  From  other 
sources  to  he  relied  on,  the  same  inf,rmalion  had 
beenfurnislied  me.  It  became  necessary,  therefore, 
to  aniicipate  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
amicably,  to  get  possession  of  a  work,  the  dislodij- 
ing  the  enemy  from  which,  might  cost  much  preci- 
ous blood. 

On  entering  St.  Marks,  evidence  of  the  duplicity 
and  unfriendly  feelings  of  the  commandant  evinced 
itself.     I  found  that  the  gates  of  his  fort  had  been 
thrown  open  to  the  avowed  s  ivage  enemies  of  the 
United  States;  that  councils  of  war  had  been  per- 
mitted to  be  held  within  his  own  quarters,  by  the 
chiefs  and  warriors;  that  the  Spanish  store  houses 
had  been   appropriated  to  the  use,  and  were  then 
filled  with   goods  belonging  to  the  hostile  parties; 
that  cattle,  knowingly  plundered  from  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  had  been  contracted  for,  and 
piu-cliused  by,  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  from  the 
Spanish,  thieves;  th.it  foreig-n    agents    had  free  ac- 
cess within  the  walls  of  St.  Marks,  and  a  Mr.  Ac.- 
biuhnot,  condemned  and  executed  as  the  instigator 
of  this  war,  an  inmate  in  the  commandant's  family. 
Fioin  tli'.s  t'urt  was  information  afforded  the  ene 
»y  of  the  streng'h  and  movements  of  my  army,  by 
the  said  Arbuthnot;    tlie  date  of  departure  of  ex- 
press noted  by  the  Sp.inish  cu-mmissary,  and  amm'i- 


la,  and  ti>>' Barancas,  with  an  American  g;<rrison, 
until  the  Spanish  government  can  he  advised  of  the 
circumstances,  and  have  force  sufiicient  to  main- 
tsin,  and  agents  disposed  to  enforce,  existing  tres- 
ties. 

This  is  the  third  time  that  the  American  troops 
h'lve  been  compelled  to  visit  Pensacola,  from  tlie 
same  causes.  Twice  had  the  enemy  been  expell- 
ed, and  tlie  place  left  in  quiet  possession  of  those 
who  had  permitted  the  irregular  occupancy.  I'hi.'! 
time  it  must  be  held  until  Spain  has  the  power 
and  will  to  maintain  her  neutrality. 

This  is  justified  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
self  defiance.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
is  bound  to  protect  her  citizens;  but  weak  would 
be  all  its  efforts,  and  ineffectual  the  best  advised 
measures,  if  the  Flondas  are  to  be  free  to  every 
enemy,  and  on  the  pretext  of  policy  or  necessity, 
Spanisli  fortresses  are  to  be  opened  to  their  use, 
and  every  aid  and  comfort  afforded. 

I  have  been  explicit,  to  preclude   t!ie  necessity 
of  a  tedious  negociation.     My  resnhition    is  fixeci, 
and  1  have  strength  enotigh  to  enforce  it.     My  ar- 
my now    occupies  the  old  Fort  St.  Micliacl,  com- 
m.inding   Pensacola.     If  the  town  «nd   the  Baran- 
cas  are  peaceably  surrendered,  an  inventory  of  all 
the  property,  ammunition,  arms.   Sec.  shall  be  ta- 
ken by  officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and  the 
amount  receipted  for  by  me,  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  American    government.     The    property  of 
Spanish  subjects  shall  be  respected;  their  religion 
and  laws  guaranteed  to  them;  tlie  civil  government 
permitted  to  remain  as  now    establi.shed,   su!)jpcl 
10  the  control  of  the  military  authority   of  the  U- 
nited  Stales;  the  ingress  ;,!id  egress  open  to  all  iii- 
dividuahi;  commerce  free  to  the  subjects  of  Spain, 
as  usual;  and  the  military  furnished  vvitli   transpor- 
tation to  Cuba. 

If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refu.'srd,  I  shall 
enter  Pensacola  by  violence,  and  assume  the  go- 
vernment,  until  the  transaction  can   be  amicablv 
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adjusted  by  the    two  govenimenls.     The    military 
in  this  case  must  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  proofs  supporting'  the  accusation  against 
your  official  station,  will  justify  this  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  inst. 
Ihave  only  to  observe,  that  the  clothing-  detained 
will  be  a  subject  f  )r  future  friendly  settlement. 

H'jw  far  the  Indians  peraiitted  to  remain  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Pcnsacola,  were  friendly  dispos- 
ed to  the  citizens  of  the  United  *ates,  is  tested 
by  the  late  massacre  committed  by  them  on  the 
AUbama. 

The  lied  Grmind  chiefs,  Muldecory  and  Holmes, 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  United  States,  were  but 
lately  seen  in  Pensacola,  and  a  body  of  Indians  des- 
cried a  few  days  ago  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dar- 
rancas,  in  presence  of  several  Spanisli  officers. 

L?y  a  referrence  to  my  communication  of  the  25ih 
of  Mirch,  you  will  see  how  far  I  have  been  the  ag- 
gressor in  the  measure  protested  against.  You 
are  there  directly  advised  of  the  objects  of  my 
operations,  and  that  ftvery  attempt,  on  your  part, 
to  succor  tlie  Indians,  or  prevent  tiie  passage  of 
my  provisions  in  the  Escumbin,  would  be  viewed 
in  no  others  light  than  as  an  hostile  act  on  your 
part. 

Youliave  done  both,  and  exposed  my  troops  to 
the  severest  privations,  by  the  detention,  occasi- 
oned by  the  exac'ioft  of  duties  on  my  provisions 
and  vessels  in  Pensacola.  You  have,  therefore, 
been  the  aggressor,  and  the  blood  which  may 
be  shed  by  an  useless  resistance,  on  your  part, 
to  my  demand,  will  rest  on  your  head:  before  God 
and   man  you  will  be  responsible. 

This  «'ill  be  handed  to  you  by  my  aid-de-canip, 
capt.  Gadsden,  by  wli  )m  an  answer  is  expected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  maj,  gen.  comd'g. 

Don  Jose  Masot,  governor  of  Pensacola. 

Head-Quarters,  Division  of  the  ScHith,  7 
Pensacola,  May  24,  1818.  5 

Sin — The  enclosed  communication  was  forward- 
ed to  yf>u  by  my  aid-de-camp,  capt.  Gadsden,  last 
evening:  not  finding  you, however,  in  Pensacola,  its 
delivery  was  delayed. 

I  have  entered  Pensacola  to  provision  my  troops. 
Ihave  only  to  add,  that  an  immediate  compliance 
witii  my  demand  is  expected.  Resistance  oh  your 
part,  would  be  a  needless  sacrifice  of  men. 

AXDRBW  JACKSON,  maj.  gen.  comd'g. 
Don  Jose  Masot,  governor  of  Pensacola, 
at  Fort  St.  Charles,  Barrancas. 

THAJfST,ATi:n  COPY. 

Portrtss  of  St.  Charles,  Jinrvuicas,  May  24-,  1818. 

Most  excellent  sir— I  received  at  10  o'clock  this 
morning,  the  two  communications  of  your  excel- 
lency of  the  2od,  and  of  this  day. 

As  I  have,  in  mine  of  the  IStli  instant,  satisfac- 
torily answered  all  the  charges  your  excellency  al- 
leges in  the  former,  I  .shall  only  add,  witk  respect 
to  the  Indians,  that  I  notice  your  excellency  is 
greatly  misinformed,  as  the  circumstances  to  which 
you  refer,  are,  for  the  most  part,  unfounded,  in 
proof  of  wliicli,  1  will  state  that  the  only  two  Indi- 
ans I  h:ive  found,  since  t'ne  peace  negociiUed  by  me, 
©n  the  delivery  of  tlie  eighty-seven  to  m;ij  Young, 
are  two  who  are  in  the  prison,  v.ith  three  women 
and  cliildrcii.  I  ou.^-ht  to  inforii  you,  thut  long  be- 
ibie  the  movem<-nt  of  you;-  e.vcelie.ncy,  I  had  jfiven 
orders  at  A;;ula'.:>iP,  that  the  Seminole  Indians 
should  not  be  succoured,  and  even  had  placards 
posted  lip  m  Pensacola  for  the  same  purpose;  pas- 
"^iiig  ovei-  without  notice  only  some  uufonunate  be- 


ings, who,  from  time  immemorial,  had  furnished  the 
people  with  wood,  as  I  have  stated. 

Your  excellency  lays  to  my  charge  the  blnotl 
which  may  be  shed  by  my  refusal  to  deliver  up  the 
province,  as  your  excellency  requests,  which  I  shall 
never  do,  nor  can  I,  without  covering  myself  with 
dishonor,  at  the  close  of  my  long  military  career. 
I  am  firmly  persuaded  your  excellency  would,  in 
my  case,  do  the  same,  as  you  would  not  venture  to 
stain  the  honorable  laurels  with  which  you  are 
adorned. 

No  nation,  whatever  may  be  its  motives,  can  vio- 
late  the  territory  of  another,  especially  when  no 
demands  have  previously  been  made  of  its  govern- 
ment. 

Your  excellency  has  violated  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory  in  Apalache,  by  taking  possession  of  that  fort, 
and  pulling  down  its  flag,  when  you  coidd  have 
adopted  more  conciliatory  measures,  which  would, 
more  and  more,  have  cemented  and  strengthened 
the  good  understanding  subsisting  between  our 
respeciive  governments. 

On  the  21st  of  the  present  month,  by  your  excel- 
lency's order,  Don  Pedro  Philibert  and  other  ir>., 
habitants  remained  prisoners,  in  their  houses,  on 
their  parole  of  honor.  To-day  at  11  o'clock,  be- 
fore  capt.  Gadsden  arrived  at  Pensacola,  your  ex- 
cellency's army  entered,  and  made  prisoner,  on 
parole,  Don  Pedro  de  Alb«,  the  interpreter,  (who 
translated  your  before  named  communications,  and 
who  is  the  bearer  of  these)  and,  1  believe  all  the 
military;  and  of  course  broken  up  the  seven  posts 
(puntos)  statiojied  %viih  the  same  number  of  offi- 
cers, and  two  chiefs,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
tranquility  of  the  pVace. 

These  facts  being  incontrovertible,  T  ask,  wlio 
but  your  excellency  will  be  responsible  for  the 
blood  that  may  be  shed;  as  you  declare  in  your 
letter,  that  you  are  about  to  take  possession  of 
Pensacola  and  Barrancas  ?  I  protest,  bePjre  God 
and  man,  that  my  conduct  is  blameless,  and  that 
my  ardejit  desires  are,  as  they  ever  hav&  been,  to 
contribute  to  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  our  re- 
spective nations;  for,  besides  the  sincerity  of  my 
intentions,  I  have  in  view  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
25th  of  March  last,  and  its  tenor  assured  me  that 
no  aggressions  were  to  be  expected  from  the  troops 
of  the  said  states.  Such,  however,  this  province 
has  urifortimately  suffered  from  the  operations  of 
your  excellency  in  Apalache  and  Pensacola. 

I  expect^  from  the  generosity  of  your  excellency, 
first,  that  you  will  set  the  officers  and  troops  which 
garrisoned  Pensacola  at  liberty;  and  that,  after  sup- 
plying yoar  army  with  provisions,  you  will  shortly 
evacuate  the  territory  of  this  province,  and  not 
carry  on  a  partial  war  against  West  Florida,  at  a 
time  when  our  nations  are  in  profound  peace, 

Lieut,  col.  Don  Lui  Pieman,  temporary  command- 
ant of  Pensacola,  is  duly  authorized  to  exercise  my 
functions  and  to  receive  the  commimicitions  ot 
your  excellency,  wiiicli  he  will  faithfully  remit  to 
me,  and  to  which  I  will  give  the  promptest  an- 
swers, to  be  tnii-ismitted  to  you  through  the  bearer 
of  this,  the  interpreter,  U;)n  Pedro  de  Alba.  Finallyi 
if  contrary  to  my  hopes,  yov.r  excellency  shodla 
persist  in  your  intention  to  occiipy  this  fortress, 
which  I  am  resolved  to  defend  to  flie  last  extre- 
mity, 1  s'aull  repel  force  by  force,  and  he  who  re- 
sists aggrpssiiiii*;  can  never  he  considered  an  a)f- 
gressor.  God  preserve) our  excellency  mmv  Vf'""'*" 

JOSE  MASOl". 
His  excellency  A.  Jacksov,  , 

aUj.  jjen.  com.  the  ai-my  of  the  Utvited  Stittes- 
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H.  QoAiiTEHs,  division  of  the  snxti,^ 
Pensncola,  May  25,  1818      3 

Sir—The  accusations  against  you  are  founded  on 
tlie  most  unquestionable  evidence.  I  have  the 
certificates  of  individuals  who,  on  the  22d  instant, 
at  or  near  the  little  Bayou,  counted  17  Indiiiiis  in 
company  of  several  Spanish  officers. 

I  have  only  to  repeat,  that  the  Barrancas  must 
be  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  and  again 
to  tender  you  the  'arms  offv-red,  if  amicably  sur 
rendered.  Resistance  would  be  a  wanton  siicrifice 
of  blr>od,  for  which  you  and  your  garrison  wdl  have 
to  atone.  Y»u  cannot  expect  to  defend  yourself 
SHCcessfuUy,  and  the  first  shot  from  your  fori  must 
draw  down  upon  you  the  vengeance  of  an  irritated 
soldiery.  lam  well  advised  of  your  strength,  and 
cannot  but  remark  upon  the  inconsistency  of  pre- 
suming yourself  capable  of  resisting  an  army  which 
has  conquered  the  Indian  tribes,  too  strong,  agree- 
able to  your  own  acknowledgement,  to  be  con- 
irouled  by  you.  If  the  force  which  you  are  now 
disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice,  had  been  wielded 
against  the  Seminoles,  the  American  troops  had 
never  entered  the  Floridas. 

I  applaud  your  feelings,  as  a  soldier,  in  wtshing 
to  defend  your  post:  but,  when  resistance  is  inef- 
fectual and  t!)e  opposing  force  overwhelming,  tlie 
sacrifice  of  a  few  brave  men  is  an  act  of  wantonness, 
for  which  the  commanding  officer  must  be  account- 
able to  his  God.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

My  gen.  comm>ndii>g  div.  south. 
Don  Jose  Masot,  Com.  Barrancas. 

TRANSLATIOSS. 

C»py  of  a  note  of  lite  commanihint  of  West  Floi-ida  to 
maj.  Yonng,  at  encampment,  banks  of  the  Escambia. 

Pensacola,  2rth  Apiil,  1818. 
Sir— Your  notes  of  the  27th,  dated  encampment 
,on  the  Escambia  and  fort  Crawfijrd,  accompanying 
the  proclamation  which  you  were  pleased  to  en- 
close, were  delivered  to  me  at  3  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, by  an  artificer  a  man  of  color,  whose  speedy 
return  not  allowing  me  at  present  to  answer  them 
in  detail,  1  shall  merely  slate  that  the  small  num- 
ber of  peaceful  Indians  who  were  in  this  place  and 
its  vicinity  retired  on  the  26lh,  at  the  dawn  of 
which  day  several  of  them,  both  women  and  child- 
ren, were  killed  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  investigate  the  motives 
of  this  act,  or  of  the  violation  resulting  from  it,  I 
shall  only  say,  that,  in  compliance  with  my  duty,  I 
jshall  give  an  account  of  the  whole  proceeding  to 
my  superior;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  Lope  you  will 
»llow  no  further  hostilities  to  be  comoiUed  on  this 
territory,  on  any  pretence  whatever.  If  the  Indians 
should  give  any  further  cause  of  complaint,  I  trust 
you  will  inform  me  of  it,  that  they  may  receive  due 
punishment,  should  that  depend  on  my  authority. 
If  there  are  any  Indians  still  remaining  within  this 
territory  I  will  have  them  sought  ior  and  informed 
of  your  letter,  and  advise  you  of  the  result.  I  can 
assure  you,  both  under  my  hand  and  on  my  word, 
that  the  information,  as  stated  ii  your  letter,  of  the 
aggressions  committei  by  the  Indians,  is  thefiist 
1  Lave  had  of  then-;  for,  at  the-  time  I  agreed  to  the 
return  of  the  escort  referred  to,  I  hadnoknovvledre 
of  any  others  than  those  who  were  concerned  in  t!ie 
attack  on  lieut.  Kldy.  I  repeat  to  yoti  the  assur- 
ance, that  my  wishes  and  ellorts  are  wl.olly  directed 
to  preserve  t!ie  peace  liuppiiy  sub.s;sling  between 
our  governments.  In  a  fidl  confidence  in  your 
favorable  sentlmen'.s,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  joii  my 
respectful  salutations.  Cod  preserve  you  many 
ye&rs.  .!OSE  MASOT, 

To  maj.  W.Y0VS0,  commanding  on  Escambia. 


Pes-iacola,  30th  Aphil,  1818. 
Copy  of  a  note  from  Jose  M.ii^ol,  to  maj.  \V.  Young. 
Sm — In  consequ*  nee  of  tlie  request  expressed  in 
your  letterof  the  27ih  inst.  I  assembled  the  chiefs 
of  the  Upper  Creeks,  at  the  villages  of  Colomni, 
Canaan,  Cowale,  ^nd  Forsutche;  and  communicated 
to  them  the  contents  of  your  letter.  They  all  re- 
plied, that  they  had  for  a  long  time  been  very  miser- 
able and  wretched,  without  shelter  or  home;  tl.at, 
by  the  counsel  of  a  good  friend,  they  had  at  length 
found  one;  that  they  had  listened  attentively  to  it, 
and  accepted  with  gratitude  the  offers  you  had 
made  them.  These  Indians  are  about  87  in  num- 
ber, includirig  women  and  children.  They  agreed 
to  divide  themselves  into  three  parties,  and  set  out 
an  tlieir  march,  ^s  anon  as  I  receive  your  answer, 
whicl>  they  thought  it  would  be  prudent  tor  them 
ti  keep;  und  that,  when  you  were  informed  of  their 
resolution,  you  would  give  the  necessary  ors^ers 
for  their  safe  progress,  and  avoiding  any  rencoun- 
ter with  the  Chactaws,  who,  if  not  seasonably  ap- 
pri.T,ed  of  the  circumstances,  might  attack  them,  in 
which  rase  the  pacific  arrangenients  in  which  we 
both  take  so  strong  an  interest  would  be  entirely 
defeated.  Opaliihola,  an  Alabaman  cliief,  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age  and  infirmities,  will,  for 
the  present,  remain  here  with  his  family,  I  have 
given  orders  for  his  relief,  and  pledge  myself  for 
his  good  behaviour.  You  will  always  find  me  dis- 
posed, sir,  to  promote  any  measure  conductive  to 
the  mutual  int forests  of  our  two  countries,  which 
may,  at  the  same  time,  be  in  conformity  with  exist- 
ing treaties.  I  offer  you  the  renewed  assurances 
of  my  respect,  and  I  pray  to  God  to  preserve  you. 

JOSE  MASOT, 
To  major  White  Young. 

True  copies  of  the  letter  and  document.^  deposit 
ed  in  the  archives  of  this  command. 

Pensacola,  2d  mat,  1818. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary,  (by  indisposi- 
tion.) 

A  lure  copy.     BUEXVENTURA  DUBREUIL. 

I  certify,  that,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1818,  being 
on  the  bayou  which  enters  Pensacola  b.4y,  1^  miles 
from  the  town,  I  saw  at  the  ferry,  on  the  road  tf» 
Barrancas,  a  number  of  Indians,  I  think  about  I7, 
in  company  with  four  Spanish  ofhcers.  The  ofncers 
were  carried  over,  and  the  boat  i-etarned  to  ferry 
over  the  Indians.  I  saw  one  boat  landed  on  the 
side  n€-^t  to  the  Barrancas.  The  Indians  concealed 
themselves  in  the  bushes  on  discovering  uy. 

RICHARD  BRICKIIAM. 

Witness,  T.  Cross,  lieut.  infantiy. 

I  certify  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Rrickharn 
at  the  place  and  time  mentioned  in  the  a'mve  certi- 
ficate; that  I  saw  several  Indians  in  company  with 
four  Spanish  officer.*.  The  officers  were  ferried 
over  with  one  Iinliaii.  I  did  not  see  the  Indians 
ferried  over;  they  concealed  themselves  on  dis. 
covering  us. 

JOHN  BOXNER,  his  x  mark. 

Witness,  T.  Cross,  lient.  infantry. 
AVitn'^ss  to  botii  certificates, 

Vv'^m.  S.  Fulton,  private  secretary  command'rig 
genernl. 

We  certify,  that  being  in  fort  St.  Charles,  Barran- 
cas, on  the  i'Bth  of  -May,  1818,  in  the  afternoon,, 
soon  aftf'r  the  Aaierican  troons  took  possession  r-i' 
tiie  work,  atid  as  t!ie  Si)aius'i  troops  were  inarcliing 
out,  we  saw  an  Indian  carried  out  by  some  of  the 
Spanish  soldiers;  he  was  laid  on  the  back,  to  be 
put  on  board  a  Lout;  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg  ci^ 
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thigh,  nnd  liad  every  appenrance  of  having   been 
tnguged  in  the  defence  of  the  fort. 

WM.  IIUSSELL,  oapt.  spies. 
•TAS.  S.  P.FJ.L, 
Captain  1st  reg't  T.  V.   Md.   G.  M. 
"Witness,  Wm.  S.  Tulton,  private  sec'y  comd'g  ge- 
neral. 

Fort  IMont.^onnery,  .liine  2d,  1S18. 
T  certify,  that,  between  the  5th  and  17th  of  May, 
J818,  whilst  at  fort  Garlfden,  on  the  Appalachicola 
rivt^r,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr.  Lai'ua,  and  Beneto 
«iasspa,  both  citi;;ens  of,  and  at  that  time  <lirect 
from,  Pensacola,  that  at  the  time  of  their  departure 
thence,  there  were  500  Indians  in  and  about  Pen- 
sacola; and,  I  fiirtlier  cerlifv,  that,  on  my  arrival 
at  Pensacola,  on  the  23d  of  May,  I  was  informed 
by  Mr.  Streets,  and  otlier  citizens  of  that  place, 
that  on  tlie  22d,  which  was  the  day  before  my  ar- 
rival. Holmes,  (a  noted  Red  stick)  with  his  party, 
l)ad  lefi  PenSacolaio  prof^ed  to  theClioctawhalcliy, 
for  safety,  haviiig  been  fjr  several  days  previaus 
in  town. 

All  which  I  certify  on  honor. 

WILLIAM   HAMIILY. 
Witnes-;,  Wm.  S.  Fulton,  private  secretary    to 
commanding  general. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  during  my  long  residence 
on  the  river  Appalachicola,  myknowledge  of  the  In- 
dian language,  and  my  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  diflerent  chiefs,  gave  me  many  opportunities  of 
knowing  thro'igh  them,  the  advices  given  them  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  governors  of  West  Florida,  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States.     In  llieyear  1812  or  1313 
,1  saw  a  leiter  from  the  governor  of  Pensacola  to 
the  late  chief  of  the  Seminoies,  Thomas  Ferryman, 
advising  him  to  collect  his  forces,  and  join  his  up- 
per town  bret!.i"n,  who,  lie  said,  liad  come  to  a 
determination  to  rise  in   arms,  and  shake  off  the 
American  yoke;  !;e  would  supply  them  in  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  h.e  said  lie  was  sure,  that  in  less 
than  a  month  their  fatiiers  and  protectors,  the  Spa- 
ni<irds,  would  have  a  sufficient  army  in  the  field  to 
aid  and  protect  them.     Not  long  ikfier  I  saw  this 
letter,  a  large  party  of  Indians  went  down  to  Pen- 
sacola, where  they  received  a  large  supply  of  am- 
munition and  some  arms.     It  was  but  shortly  after 
thi=!,  when  they    attacked  and  destroyed  t!ie  gnr- 
rison  effort  Mlms.     This  was  the  commencement 
of  the  first  Indian  war.     On  the  loth  of  Dsccmber 
last,  when  at  my  plantation  on  the  Appalachicola, 
I  was  made  a  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Seminole  In- 
dians, and  was  taken  up  to  the  Ochusee  HUiff,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made  a  prisoner 
with  me.     Tiiey  kej)l  us  hf-re  tliree  d-ys,  during 
which  time  thty  were  busily  eng.tged  with  some 
transports,  which  were  then  ascending  the  river  to 
fori  Scott.     From  thence  they  took  us  to  the  Mic- 
kasuky,    when   the  Imiians  informed  me  that  thry 
had  been  told  by  tiie  commandant  of  St.  M:irks, 
that  war  was  declared  between  Spain  and  liie  Unit- 
«'d    States;     From  this  place    we  were   carried  to 
the  S'.iwaJiey,   when  Kenhager,  principalchief  of 
the  Semii'oies,   told  vr.<e,  thai  we   had  been  taken 
and  robbed  by  order  of  Arbii'.lmot,  and  brought 
tiiere  to  be  tried  by  him.     S/.ortly  hfier  we  reached 
this,  Arbuthnot  arrived  from  Providence,  when  we 
%vere  tried,  alid  sentenced  by  said  Arbuthnot  to  be 
tortured.     This  sen'ence  was  not  put  into  execu- 
tion, from  the   fri^iully  interfereiice  of  Mr.  Cook, 
clprk   to   Arbutlmot,  and  the  negro  ch.ief  Nero. 
We  were  then  conducted  tack  to  ti.e  JMickasuky^. 
Then  Kmhager  went  down  Vo  tlu-  fcwtof  St.  Marks, 
to  consult  the  commandant  if  lie  would  t;.kc  us  as 
prisoner^,  to   be  htld  at  his  ordu'.     They  held  a 


council  among  the  neighboring  chiefs,  and  on  the 
fifth  day  he  returned,  and  ordered  us  to  be  con- 
ducted   down    next  morning.     We  arrived  at   St. 
Marks  on  the  12th  of  P'cbruary  at  night;  the  Spanish 
officers  received  us  kindly,  but  the  commnndant  did 
not  forget  to  remind  us,  that  we  were  still  prison- 
ers, and  marked  out  that  night  the  limits  of  our 
prison,  which  they  rigidly  kept  during  the  time  of 
our  stsy.     Next  morning,  the  first  tiling  that  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  view  \v?s  my  saddle  horse,  which 
had  been  taken  from  me  by  Indians;  he  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  commissary.     I  mentioned  it  to 
the  commandant,  hut  he  said  that  he  bought  him 
of  an  Indisn,  and  he  could  do  noth.inp  in  it.     A  few 
days  after,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  I  mention- 
ed it  to  trie  Spanish  doctor;  he  assured  me  that 
two  thirds  of  the  property  taken  from  us  by  the 
Indians  had  been  bought  by  the  commissary,  and 
others,  in  the  fort.     The  plundered  properly  taken 
fi-om  Georgia  was  every  dav  readily  bought  by  tlic 
commandant  and  others.     I  knew  one  instance  of 
an  Indian  making  an  engagement   with  the  com- 
mandant for  cattle  that  he  w.nsthen  going  to  plun- 
der, and  in  14  or  15  days  he  brought  them  in  and 
sold  them.     On  our  first  arrival  at  St.  Marks,  we 
had,  by  the  help  of  a  friendly  Indian,  conveyed  in- 
telligence  to  our  friends  in  Pensacola  of  our  sil\ia- 
tion,  and  they  sent  us  on  a  small  vessel  to  efi'ect 
our  escape.     At  her  arrivid,  the  commandant  said 
to  us,  that  he  had  no  objections  to  our  getting  out 
of  the  powfr  of  the  Indians,  but  that   he  should 
first  demrtud   a  written  obligation  that  we  should 
never  return  to  that  country,  nor  liold  communica- 
tion, directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  United  States 
government,   or  any  of  her  offici-rs.     This  being 
settled,  we  left  St.  'Marks  on  the  right  of  the  28ih  . 
March,  and  joined  capt.  McKcver  in  his  gun  boats, 
in   the  bay  of  Appalachicohi;  on  the  SU'h  ultimo 
returned  with  him  to  St.  .Marks,  where  we  joined 
gen.  Jackson  on  the  6;h  of  April. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  24th  July. 

WM.  i  I  AM  ELY. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify,  that, 
at  the  capture  of  fort  St.  Marks,  Fast  Florida,  by 
maj.  gen,  A.  Jackson,  on  the  7ih  April,  1818,  there 
were  some  cattle  purchased  on  account  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  turned  over  to  us,  which,  we  are  of 
an  opinion  had  been  driven  from  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia,  (apart  of  them  at  least)  and  we  were 
strengthened  in  our  opinion,  by  a  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  from  Georgia  ofi'ering  lo  swear  to  a 
number  of  them,  as  the  proper!}'  of  their  neighbors 
and  friends.  Given  under  our  hands  :<t  fo-t  ('>adsden, 
thisSdof  May,  1818  JACOH  U    IIFOWN, 

Acting  contractor's  agent  U.  S.  army. 
PETFR  t;ONE,'ass't  com'y. 
We,  the  undersigned  oCicers  and  men  of  the 
Georgia  mili*ia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  S  ates, 
do  hereby  certify,  that  we  were  at  fprf  S'.  Marks, 
Fast  Florida,  at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  maj.  gen. 
A.  Jackson,  of!  the  7th  April,  1818,  and  saw  .some 
cattle  that  were  purchased  or  account  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  from  the  Spanish  authoiititb,  which  we 
were  resriy  to  swear  to  as  the  property  of  our  friends 
and  nei(j!  bors  in  (i^orgia.  Given  nndrr  out"  hands, 
at  i'oti.  Gadsden,  this  3d  of  M-tv,  1818 

ANDUEW  F.  FHAZFdl,  capt. 
DAN.  F.  SULLIVAN,  G.  M.  S. 

Fjrt  G:,dsdon,  3!  May,  1818. 
Slit— Afer  the  occi!p<i!ic}  offijrlSt.  Marks  with 
.\iric:ic:-.u  troops  on  the  7th  April  last,  it  became  my 
duly  to  take  charge  of  some  goods  foar.d  in  oncolf 
the  public  sioicS'. 
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These  jjciods  were  pointerl  out  by  the  Spanisli 
commanJanl,  who,  throng!;  Mr.  Hambly,  as  inter- 
preter, separated  several  of  the  articles,  claimed 
as  liis  own  private  property,  and  designated  others 
as"  the  property  of  Francis  or  Ilillis  Hago,  and 
Arbutbnot,  a  British  agent  or  trader:  an  inventory 
of  these  were  taken,  and  deposited  with  the  Ame- 
riran  officer  let\  in  command  at  fort  St.  Marks 
With  respect,  Sic. 

D.  E.  TWIfIGS,  bvt.  maj.  7th  inf. 
certify  tliat  I  acted  as  interpreter  in  the  transac- 
wv..  above  alluded  to,  and  two  separate  parcels  of 
sjoods  wer'  designated  by  tlie  Spanish  command- 
ant of  St.  Marks  as  belonging  to  HiUis  Hago  and 
.^ibiuhiiot.  WM.  HAMHLY. 

FonT  Gadsuen,  May  2,  1818, 
Sin — We  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  ibllow- 
ing  statement  of  fads.  On  13tli  December,  1817, 
w?  were  violent  ly  torn  from  our  settlements  on 
tlie  Appalachicola  river  by  a  number  of  Indians, 
headeil  by  Chenu!)by,  a  chief  from  tiie  Fowl  'I'own 
tribe,  carried  to  Mickasuky  and  delivered  to  Ken- 
hajah,  king  of  the  .\3ickasukians.  Kenhajah  carried 
us  to  the  negro  towns  on  Suwany,  and  thence  to 
the  Sp'iftish  tort  at  St.  Marks,  to  tiie  commandant 
of  which  he  delivered  us  as  prisoners  ca]>tured 
under  llie  orders  of  a  Mr.  Arbuthnol,  reported  to 
us  as  a  British  agent.  At  St.  Marks  we  were  treated 
as  prisoners,  and  not  permitted  to  wander  beyond 
the  Walls  of  the  garrison. 

Whilst  at  that  post,  the  ingress  and  egre.ss  of  the 
Indians,  hostile  to  the  United  States,  whs  unre- 
itraintd,  and  several  councils  were  held,  ai  one  of 
which,  Kanlitijah,  Iting  of  the  Mickasuki:ins,  Fran- 
cis, or  Hillis  Htg.',  llainathlenieco,  the  ciiief  of 
Aulesse.s,  and  the  clilef  of  the  lijleinies,  all  of  the 
Old  Red  Suck  party,  and  Jack  Mealy,  chief  of  the 
Ochewas,  were  present. 

When  it  was  reported  that  the  ciiiefs,  and  that 
warriors  were  entering  fori  St.  Marks,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  a  council,  Hambly  represented  to 
the  commandant  the  impropriety  of  permitting 
such  proceedings  within  tlie  walls  of  a  Spaniah  for- 
tress, the  ofiicer  of  vvliich  was  bound  to  preserve 
and  enforce  die  treaties  exlsiing  between  the  king 
of  Spam  and  the  United  States, he  replied  to  Haiubly, 
with  soiTiC  degree  of  warmth,  observing,  that  it 
•Was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.  On  the  Indi- 
ans coming  into  the  fort,  at  their  request  vv-e  were 
confined.  The  council  was  held  in  the  comman- 
dant's quarters;  he,  the  commandant,  was  present, 
but  strictly  forbade  the  intrusion  of  any  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  garrison. 

The  Indiaiis  were  in  the  habit  of  driving  to  Fort 
St.  Marks,  and  disposing  of  cattle  to  the  comman- 
dant and  other  Spanish  oriicers.  While  at  that  post, 
three  or  four  dioves  were  brought  in,  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Indians  to  have  been  siolen  from  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and  purchased  by  the 
Spanish  officers. 

We  were  present  at  most  of  these  contracts,  and 
Harably  often  referred  lo,  as  an  interpreter  between 
the  purcliaser  and  seller. 

Chenubby,  a  Fowl  lown  Indian,  once  applied  to 
Uambly  to  meniion  to  the  commandant,  that  he  was 
about  visiting  the  frouiiers  of  Georg-ia,  on  a  plun 
denng  expedition,  and  wished  to  k-iuw  whether  he 
vrould  purchase  tlie  catiie  brought  in.  A  contract 
Was  entered  iaio;  and  G-ienabby  soon  after  brought 
111  and  disposed  of  eleven  lieud  of  cattle  to  the  Spa- 
"usti  conimandaiit  of  For:  St.  Marks. 

Ihese  same  cattle  were  those  purchased  by  you 
mm  the  cummandaiit  as  his  private  properiv. 
WM.  HAMULV,  liDM'U  DOYl*E. 


FoiiT  Gadsden,  Mi.y  3,  1818, 

Sin — In  conversation  with  the  commandant  of 
Fort  St.  Marks,  on  the  subject  of  havhig  that  work 
occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  1  had  occasion 
to  notice  the  aid  anJ  comfort  that  the  hostile  party 
of  Indians  had  received,  as  reported,  from  him; 
that  they  had  free  access  within  the  walls  of  hi;> 
fort,  and  that  it  was  well  known  no  small  supplies 
of  ammunition  had  been  received  from  that  quar- 
ter. 

In  reply  he  stated,  that  his  conduct  had  beefi 
governed  by  policy;  the  defenceless  state  of  hU 
work,  and  the  weakness  of  his  garrison,  compelled 
him  to  conciliate  the  friendsliip  of  the  Indians,,  to 
supply  their  wants,  to  grant  what  he  had  not  pow- 
er to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  with  apparent  wil- 
lingness, the  gates  of  his  fortress,  lest  they  s,houl(i 
be  forced  by  violence. 

That  he  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  by  Indi- 
ans and  negroes,  and  that  his  security  depended 
upon  exhibiting  an  external  friendship.  After  Fort 
St.  Marks  was  occupied  by  the  American  troops,  r 
black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  were  reported  to  me 
as  having  been  arrested,  clad  in  the  American  uni- 
form, recognized  as  part  of  the  clothes  of  the  4lU 
and  7ih  regiments,  captured  in  the  boat  commanded 
by  lieutenant  Scott,  in  ascending  the  Appalachicola 
river. 

In  explanation,  the  commandant  observed,  that 
his  soldiers  and  the  Seminole  Indians  were  in  the 
habit  of  trading  with  each  other,  and  that  this  ne- 
gro, with  others  of  his  garrison,  had  received  his 
permission  to  purchase  some  clotlung  repofted  to 
liave  been  brought  in  by  the  Indians. 
Respectfully,  &c. 

JAMES  GADSDEN,  Aid-dc-cainp. 
Maj.  gen.  A.  Jackson,  comd'g.  S.  D.  U.  S.  army. 

Head-quarters,  division  ©f  the  south, 
F'ort  Montgomery,  June  2d,  1818. 

Srn — The  Seminole  war  having  ttrininated,  I 
deem  it  politic  and  advisable  to  send  to  Washing- 
ton John  Blunt,  and  his  Indian  comrades,  who  hav« 
acted  as  pilots  to  me  during  the  late  campaign. 
John  Blunt  Is  a  Tuckabatchee  Indian,  has  long  been 
friendly  to  the  Uni'ed  States,  and  in  conseqvi.nce 
of  liis  opposition  to  the  Red  Stick  party,  during  the 
Greek  war,  has  drawn  down  upon  himself  their  ven- 
geance during  the  late  contest.  His  settlement  be- 
ing in  an  exposed  sitUi.tioa  on  the  Appalachicola 
river,  he  was  early  attacked  by  the  Seminoles,  his 
property  destroyed,  and  his  family  rifled  from  him. 
Alone  he  escaped  and  fled  to  Fort  Scott;  where, 
joining  the  American  standard,  he  has  proved  him^ 
self  a  most  zealous  friend  and  faithful  pilot  to  this 
period.  In  justice  to  him,  I  am  bound  to  state,  that 
to  bis  correct  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  zeal- 
ous attachment  to  the  cause  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged,  am  I  measurably  indebted  for  the  succes.s  of 
the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  accompanies  John  Blunt.  Mr.  H.  is 
a  Spanish  subject  by  birth,  and  has  long  been  a  re- 
sident, as  a  ijader,  on  the  Appalachicola  river.  Irs 
consequence  of  his  attacliment  to  the  Americain 
cause,  and  his  active  exertions  to  check  the  hostile 
feelings  of  those  Indians,  disposed  to  war  against 
the  United  States,  he  drew  down  upon  himself  and 
family  their  vengeance.  He  was  forcibly  taken  frons 
his  house  at  an  early  period  of  the  war,his  property, 
goods  and  negroes  taken  from  him,  and  he  violently 
transported  from  Mickasuky, Suwany  and  St. Marks, 
until  finally  relieved  by  captain  M'Keever,  of  the 
American  navy.  Since  that  period  he  has  been  at- 
tached to  my  army  8.s  an  ladian  interpreter.     Yon 
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will  find  him  an  honest  and  fi^ithful  friend  to  our 
eoverninent,  and  valuable  for  the  information  which 
Oe  can  vflTor^l  of  Spanish  policy  and  in'rigue.  He  is 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  foreign 
agents  in  iJiis  country,  of  their  practices,  £<.c.  and 
how  far  encourajred  by  the  Spanish  authority,  8tc. 
With  respect,  &c. 

AN  ORE  W  JACKSON,  Maj.  geo.  comd'g. 
ilon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  wju'. 

[Here  end  the  docume»ts,  of  which  we  have  pub- 
lished the  whole  series,  except  Uie  field  report  of 
the  Auierican  force  at  I'ensacola,  not  deemed  ma- 
terial: t;\e  proclamat'on  of  gen.  Jackson,  col.  But- 
ler's general-order,  and  the  articles  of  capitulation 
— all  of  Ahich  have  been  already  publislied  in  the 
Wbekli  K?:oisri;H,  Vol,  XIV,  page  334,  ct  seg] 


CONGRESS. 

IN  SJESATE. 

Dec  17.  Mr.  JMorro-w  presaited  a  memorial  of 
ihe  religi:>'is  society  of  Friends,  of  Maryland,  and 
parts  of  I'^nnssylvynia  and  Virginia,  atljucenl, pray- 
ing some  meliorating  meaS'U'cs  respecting  the  In- 
di-in  trib«s  ou  our  borders;  which  was  read  and 
referred. 

[A  similar  memoiial  was  presented  from  the 
Fnenls,  in  Ohio,  IiKliana  an  1,  lllinuis,  on  the  23d 
following — and  referred  to  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs.]  * 

Mr.  inison,  made  a  report,  and  offered  a  reso- 
lution respecting  the  public  printing,  similar  to 
that  offered  in  the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr. 
Little,  on  the  same  day.     Agreed  to  on  Monday. 

A  part  of  this  day's  sitting  occupied  in  execu- 
tive business. 

JJec.  18.  Mr,  Tuil,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  autho- 
rise tlie  people  of  the  territory  of  Alabamj*  to  form 
a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  state  into  the  Union,  on  an  e- 
cjuul  footing  with  the  original  stato^;  which  was 
read. 

Mr,  fVilson,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. He  observed,  that  the  resolution  he  was 
about  to  submit  required  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion. The  traffic  in  slaves  and  servants  of  color 
had  been  carried  on  to  considerable  extent  from 
the  state  of  New  Jersey;  and,  under  col«r  of  this 
traffir,  it  was  believed  many  free  persons,  or  who 
was  soon  to  become  free,  had  been  consigned  to 
slavery  for  life.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  at 
its  late  session,  had  ummimously  passed  a  law  to 
prevent  this  traffic;  but  it  was  feared  this  law 
could  not  be  carried  into  complete  effect,  wi;hout 
the  co-operalioa  of  the  revenue  officers  oi  the  U. 
States,  authorised  by  an  act  of  congress.  The  le- 
gislature had  therefore  in.structed  their  senators 
and  requestejl  their  representatives  in  congress,  to 
uae  their  endeavors  to  procure  the  passing  of  an 
act  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  slaves,  or  ser- 
vants of  color,  from  any  state  to  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States,  in  cases  where,  by  the  laws  of 
sucb  states,  such  transportation  is  prohibited.  In 
conformity  with  these  instructions,  as  well  as  £.- 
greeably  to  his  own  feelings  and  principles,  he 
thei'«'fore,begg'ed'leavefto  submit  the  following  re- 
s()lution: 

lieiolved.  That  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave  trade,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  by   law,  "to  pre 
vent  the    trajispoptation  of  slaves,  or  servants  of 
cdior,  from  any  one  state  to  any  other  part  of  the 


United    States,  in  cases  wher?,   by    the  laws  of 
such  state,  such  transportation  is  prohibited." 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of 
course. 

Messrs.  Lacock,  Eaton,  Forsyth,  King  and  Bur^ 
rill,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  message 
of  the  president,  and  the  documents  relative  to  the 
Seminole  war. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  maj.  gen.  Stark  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  passed  and  re- 
turned  to  the  other  house.  [Amendment  being 
verbal,  was  agreed  to  by  the  house,  on  Thursday.] 

Several  bills  were  partially  consider.:d  and  post- 
poned. 

Dec.  21.  Several  bills,  &c.  received  partial  con.' 
sideration,  Sec 

The  bill  to  give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  unioD, 
in  the  state  of  Illinois;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
L.  and  A.  Dequindre,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
S.  H.  Hooker,  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
passed  and  sent  to  the  other  house,  wheiv 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  after  which, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Dec.  22  Sundry  bills  were  received  from  the 
other  house — several  reports  were  also  taken  up 
and  postponed. 

Tiie  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  territory  to 
form  a  ccnslituiion  and  stale  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  state  into  the  Union  on  aa 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states. 

The  consideration  and  discussion  of  this  bill  was 
not  csncluded  in  to-day's  sitting. 

Dec.  23  Nothing  material  to  notice  was  transact- 
ed in  the  senate  this  day. 

HOUSE  OF  nEPHESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  18.— The  Speaker  laid  before  tlie 
house  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  people  of  that 
territory  may  be  authorised  to  form  a  constitution 
and  state  government,  and  be  admitted  into  the 
union. 

After  disposing  of  some  minor  matters,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts' claims  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Mason  begged 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  that  the  order  of  the 
day  might  be  passed  for  the  present— this  motion 
was  made  at  the  request  of  the  gentlemen  compos- 
ing the  delegation  from  that  state:  they  wished 
further  documents  and  instructions.  The  house, 
however,  resolved  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the 
wliole  on  the  subject — when  Mr.  Clay,  after  clearly 
indicating  the  stand  which  he  should  take  sgainst 
those  claims,  in  due  season,  advocated  the  proprie- 
ty of  deft  rri  ;g  the  consideration  of  them  after  such 
a  request  from  the  committee  who  had  reported 
upon  them.  After  some  remarks  from  other  gen- 
tlemen, the  committee  of  the  whole  rose,  and  the 
mailer  is  probably  d  ferred  for  the  present  session. 

A  private  claim  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew,  for  pro- 
periy  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  late  war,  be- 
cause it  had  been  occupied  by  our  troops,  was  next 
discussed.  The  committee  of  claims,  in  their  re- 
port, had  awarded  him  1,298  dollars,  of  about 
12,000  claimed;  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
disagreed  to,  and  a  bill  allowing  him  the  whole 
amoHnt  of  his  damages,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.    [Recommitted  on  Monday.] 

Mr.  Poindcvter  introduced  a  joint  resolve  for  an 
.idjournment  from  Monday  next  to  Monday  week; 
whicii  was  negatived;  and  the  house  adjourned  to 
Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  21.  Mr.  5rro/i^,  of  Mass,  appea^^ 
and  look  his  ss.it. 
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Mr.  Il/iea,  from  the  committee  on  pensions,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Asa  Turner 
and  Oliver  I'ollock;  the  first  of  which  was  Hjjreed 
10,  and  the  lutter  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed.     , 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  establish- 
iiij'  a  separate  terrilorial  government  for  the  south- 
era  pan  of  tlie  territory  of  Missouri;  which  was 
twice  re^d  and  committed. 

Mr,  Johnson,  of  Ky.  from  the  military  committee, 
reported  a  bill  "concerning  tiie  milit;iry  esUblish- 
ment  of  the  United  States."  [This  bill  proposes  a 
modification  of  parts  of  the  staff  of  the  army,  wilh- 
oiit  reducing  it.] 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  year 
1817,  and  the  three  first  quarters  of  tl»e  year  1818, 
which  had  been  intended  to  accompany  the  annual 
report  from  the  treasury,  but  not  then  prepared. 

The  resolution  for  a  temporary  adjournment  of 
congrcs.s,  offered  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Poiiukxter, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  bouse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ilolwes,  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
making'  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819. 

Tlie  bill  includes  tlie  following  items: 
For  pay  of  officers  and  seamen,  1,270,333  50 

Provisions,  594  037 

Medicines,  and  all  expenses  of  sick,      36,'  'J(J 
Kep»irs  of  vessels,  350, 00^ 

Contingent  expenses,  300,0i)0 

Uepairs  of  navy  yards,  docks,  he.        100,ijQ'J 
Completing  medals  and  swords,  7,500 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  marine  corps,    122,81j8 
Glothi'ig  the  same,  2,03S  10 

For  military  stores  for  do.  1087  50 

Contingent  expense.^,  18,600 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  house,  and 
©rdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  private  claim  of  lienner  and  Heath,  for  a  rope- 
walk  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  its  having  been 
employed  for  the  United  States,  &c.  uext  occupied 
a  comtnittee  of  the  whole.  The  committee  of 
claims  had  reported  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  chairman  thereof, 
wlio  was  replied  to  by  Mr..  McCoy,  a  member  of 
the  committee— finally,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Tuesiky,  Dec.  22-  Sundry  bills  were  reported 
and  resolutions  submitted,  not  necessarv  to  be  no- 
ticed at  ptesent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  tfte  committee 
of  the  whole  v.-ere  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
Jii'leratLon  of  the  bill  auihorising  the  pef<ple  of 
Michigan  territory  to  elect  a  delegate  to  congress, 
and  the  bill  was  ordeied  to  be  engrossed  fur  a 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriatrons  for 
.the  naval  service  gf  the  United  States  for  ttie  year 
JSlSi;  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dani- 
e,l  Reuuer  and  Nath.  H.  H.  Heath,  were  read  :•, 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  cuij- 
currtace. 

,   On  motion  of  ilr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  the  commit- 

•iee  on  peusions  were  instr;cted  to  ejujuire  into  i!ic- 

^i^pcdiency  of gva4Uing  a  i>cni,ittit  to  'r4tjioa-doclu.,> 


a  Seneca  warrior,  attach  ed  to  the  command  ot 
brig.  gen.  McArthur,  and  who  was  wounded  in  ac- 
tion with  the  enemy  during  the  late  war. 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  was  oc- 
cupied the  rest  of  the  day  on  a  private  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Kbenezer  L.  Stevens — no  decision  was  hatl. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  23.  Mr.  Smilh,  reported  a  bill 
to  increase  the  duty  on  cotton  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  to  prohibit  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  the  exportation  ofgunpowder. 

Mr.  Priindexter  reported,  from  the  committee  of 
public  land.s,  a  bill  to  extend,  for  the  term  of 
twelve  months,  the  lime  allowed  to  J.  J.  IJufo-.ir, 
and  his  associates,  of  Vevay,  Ind.  for  complt;ting 
the  payment  for  the  lands  purchased  by  them  from 
the  United  States. 

On  tills  bill  arose  a  debate,  which  whoBy  occu- 
pied the  house  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
mer.t;  in  the  coiu-se  of  which,  the  bill  was  so 
annended  as  to  make  the  exleasion  for  six,  instead 
of  twelve  months. 

The  debate  was  more  animated,  than  at  the  first 
glance,  one  would  have  expected  such  a  questioa 
to  produce.  The  petitioners  ask  this  indulgence, 
because  such  money  as  they  have,  the  receiver  cf 
public  monies  will  not  take  fron»  than.  The  bill 
therefore  was  supported  on  various  grounds,  on  the 
reasonabitness  of  the  request,  and  on  the  merit  af 
the  petitioners,  on  whom  a  high  eulogium  was  pro- 
nounced. The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  general 
ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  making  a  discrimi- 
nation between  these  claimants  and  other  petition- 
ers. Me.ssrs.  Poimlexter,  Harrison,  Tuylor,  lien- 
iiricks,  Trimble,  Mercer  dud  JSeechei;  supported  the 
bill;  and  messrs.  IVilUams,  of  N.  C.  Simkms,  JfiUs, 
Slorra,  JWCuy,  Ser^-eant  and  Desha,  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  having  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  w:is 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  73— nays  67. 

And  the  Louse  adjourned. 


Bunk  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer. If  we  did  not  know  that  the  editors  of 
that  valuable  paper,  pressed  by  several  long  series 
of  important  documents,  arc  zealous  to  give  vatietij 
to  their  irialtcr,  we  Khould  seriously  object  to  vc- 
eei\'e  un  account  of  the  alfairs  of  tlie  bank  of  the 
United  States  by  piece-meal.  "A  view  of  the  m.ho'i: 
ground"  IS  necessary  tO  form  a  just  opinion  of  an 
institution  whose  proceedings  so  much  intt:rest  the 
public. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  tliat  the  public  m^yiey  &e- 
posited  uiuounls  to  the  enormous  sum  of  ^9,326,- 
591  101 — whilst  tliat  of  individuals  is  only  3,801,- 
911  68 — and  that  there  was  an  actual  balance  due 
to  this  bank  by  the  state  banks  of  more  tlian  seven 

millions. The  power  of  the  institution  may  be 

parXially  calculattd  from  this. 


From  a  farther  examinacion  of  the  report,  from 
the  Treasury  I>e})artment,  respecting  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Uimk  of  tlie  United  States,  v.e  have 
gAtheretl  a  few  additional  particul-urs,  which  nuiy  be 
interesting  to  some  of  our  readers. 

The    amount  of  deposites  in  the  Bank  and  its 
branches,  is  as  follows: 
On  accotuit  of  the  Treasurer  of  United 

Slates  S7',393,417  07 

On  account   of  collectors  and    other 

public  officers  1,933,173  9^" 

On  account  of  individusjg  3,801,911  68 


Total,        13;128;502  70 
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Of  this  amount  §8,490,253  89  is  deposited  at  the 
mother  bank.  To  understand  the  reason  of  this 
large  deposite,  it  is  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
monies  deposited  in  the  bank,  its  offices  and  agent 
banks,  to  the  30th  June  last,  is  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  the  books 
of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia.  The  following  list 
shews  where  the  money  was  deposited  which  com- 
posed the  treasurer's  balance  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember: 

At  the  Bank  of  the  U.  State?  §2,500,809  78 

Do.  (special)  499,653  69 

Office  at  Boston  119,764  60 

Do.         Providence  63,950  80 

Do.         New  York  1,005,896  77 

Do.         Baltimore  165,296  66 

Do.         Norfolk  212,929  ':!>?> 

Do.         Favettcville  66,426  58 

Do.         Charleston  633,899  54 

Do.         Savannah  164,169  04 

Do.         Louisville  460,868  47 

Do.         ChiUicothe  207,753  32 

Do.         Cincinnati  202,936  36 

Do..        '^itw  Orleans  133,185  38 

Do.         Pittsburg  157,713  51 

Office  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  Pe- 
tersburg 25,755  86 
State  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  at  Ra- 
leigh, audits  branches  310,881  58 
Bank  of  Alexandria  85,467  24 
Nashville  Bank  23,978  12 
Bank  of  Vincennes  103,432  96 
llarrisburg  Bank  59,382  44 
EastonBank  36,503  20 
Bank  of  Missouri  104,403  38 
Planters  and  Merchants  Bank,  Hunts- 

viUe  124,294  11 

Sundry  agent  Banks  15,846  61 


Deduct  amounts  everdrawn,  by   the. 
Treasurer  U.  States  at — 

Office  at  Portsmouth  §18,594  39 
do.  Middletown  53,191  79 
do.         Richmond  87,633  23 

do.         Lexington        123,694  77 


7,475,196  68 


Trenton    Banking   Com- 
pany 


597  87 


283,712  05 


Balance  of  Treasurer's  account, 

Sept.  30,  8^,191,484  63 

The  amount  of  debts  due  'from  banks  ])aying  spe- 
cie' to  the  bank  and  its  several  branches,  and  the 
notes  of  banks  paying  specie  on  hand,  after  deduct- 
ing therefrom  tht>  amounts  due  by  the  bank  and  its 
branches  to  the  said  banks  respectively,  is  thus 
atated — 

At  Philadelphia  1,745,375  7'o 

Portsmouth  19,301  77 

Boston  271,155  66 

Providence             "  J"'^}^  ^'^ 

Middletown  37,351  71 

New- York  747,846  48 

Baltimore  402,969  92 

Washington*  269,522  77 

Richmond  81,843  63 

Fayettevillc  99,866  22 

Charleston  963,219  41 

Savannah  68,802  85 

Lexington  415,816  60 

Louisville  167,556  64 

ChiUicothe  148,909  49 

Ciucinntiti  Hi5,689  73 


New-Orleans  594,858  44 

Pittsburg  186,467  20 

The  total  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  notes  of  state  banks, 
the  differences  between  the  balances  due  to  and 
by  state  banks,  and  the  funded  debt  part  of  the  ca- 
pital,  is  stated  at  §54,964,987  69. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  pope  has  granted  permission  to  theinquisi. 
tion  to  use  torture  in  certain  cases. 

Col  Boone.  The  account  of  col.  D.  Boone's 
death,  published  in  a  ChiUicothe  paper,  is  entirelv 
a  fabrication,  probably  framed  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  the  fmcifid  incident  of  the  heroic 
woodsman,  breatliing  his  last  with  bis  cheek  press- 
ed against  the  butt  of  liis  favorite  rifle.  We  have 
litely  seen  a  gentlisman  who  was  at  col.  Boone's 
house  in  August  last,  when  the  old  gentleman  was 
perfectly  healthy,  and  wore  the  appearance  of  not 
being  more  than  65  years  of  age,  although  lie  is 
between  80  and  90.  His  sight  hial  f  died  iiim  so 
much  as  to  unfit  him  for  his  accustomed  amuse- 
ment and  busii.ess  of  hunting.  This  is  al;riost  the 
only  symptom  of  old  age  which  appears  to  affect 
liiiTi.  The  chase  with  him  was  a  passion  whicli  he 
indulged  to  extravagance.  When  the  periodical 
hunting  season  arrives,  lie  represents  himself  as 
laboring  junder  the  most  restless  anxiety  for  some 
days,  and  he  declares  that  notliing  can  compens.ne 
him  for  the  pleasure  he  is  dfprived  of  in  not  bein(j 
able  to  pursue  the  buflaloe  and  deer  as  formerly,  to 
the  centre  of  the  Missouri  desarts. 

The  family  of  col.  Boone,  Consisting  of  his  sans 
and  daughters,  with  their  wives  and  husbands,  live 
near  each  otlier  and  form  a  most  interesting  gionpe. 
So  far  from  the  characteristics  of  savage  life  which 
they  have  been  represented  fo  p  issess,  the  sons  are 
described  to  us  as  well  bred  gentlemen,  distinguish- 
ed by  some  of  those  grand  features  of  mind  which 
are  so  often  found  in  our  native  sons  of  tlie  forest. 
They  own  a  fine  estate  in  land  granted  to  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  family  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  They 
are  eminently  useful  to  str?4ngers  who  explore  the 
lands  on  the  Missouri  and  Osage,  and  the  hospitali- 
tv  of  every  branch  of  this  family  is  tiie  theme  of 
every  traveller  who  extends  his  journey  to  the 
neighbourliood  of  their  settlement      [I'Utsb.  Goz. 

Col.  Booi'e,  (says  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer)  las  in- 
timated his  intention  of  moving  higher  up  the  Mis- 
siuri,  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  settlements  that 
are  so  thickly  forming  around  him 

Fittsb->irff,'Oct.  27.  The  beautiful  bridge  over 
ti>e  Monongahela  has  nearly  reached  the  northern 
shore;  it  will  probably  be  crossed  b  efore  Christ- 
mas. Tl.e  one  over  the  .\llegheny  is  not  so  far  ad- 
vanced, but  yet  enough  is  done  to  insure  its  com« 
pletion.  Pittsburg  will  then  exhibit  what  no  Ame- 
ric:m  city  or  town  lias  ever  yet  done;  two  splendid 
bridges  over  two  mighty  streams  within  400  yards 
of  each  other. 

York',  Pa  .JVov.  5.— A  stalk  of  com  Vas  raised 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Frederick  Kleinpeter,  in  P.;ra- 
dise  township,  York  coanty,  Pa.  that  had  thirteen 
ears  on  it.  It  is  calculated  that  a  farmer  would 
raise  two  hundred  bushels  to  the  acre,  if  every 
stalk  contained  thirteen    ears. 

*To  thiR  iicni  Ae  follo-Miig  note  is  annexed  in  tlm 
Report— '■The  debt  due  by  the  bank  of  Columbia  ha^ 
lately  been  transferred  to  the  books  of  the  bank  oft.t^ 
United  States  at  Philadelphia. 
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Our  relations  Avith  Spain. 

DOCUMENTS  TIIVNSMITTED  TO  CONGRESS 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELI.rRK,'>!!;i;H. 

The  mass  of  documents  transmitted  to  congress 
concerning'  our  relivtions  wiUi  Spain,  finve  been 
found  too  voluvninnus  for  publication  in  e.rtcuso.  It 
would  indeed  be  v;iin  to  aitempt  it,  wiiliout  exclu- 
ding from  our  columiis  every  thing  else,  for  a  week 
or  two. 

We  shall  publish  at  lartje,  therefore,  those  only 
which  shew  the  result  of  the  correspondence,  con- 
tenting ourselves  with  an  abstract  of  the  preced- 
ing ones. 

The  first  document,  in  the  order  of  dates,  is  n 
long  letter  from  D  )ii  Louis  l)e  Onis  to  tl'.e  secreta- 
ry of  state,  dated  the  23d  March,  1818,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Secret;iry  Adams's  letter  of  the  I'itl)  of  the 
same  month,  whicli  was  laid  bef  )re  congress  at  t!ie 
hstsession.  In  this  paper  the  arguments  of  the 
secretary  of  stat6  are  reviewed  and  readied  to;  and 
the  letter  conchides  as  follows: 

"As  the  partial  g'-zeltes  throughout  the  union 
unfortunately  endeavor  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  ani- 
mosity in  the  mind'j  of  unguarded  persons,  or  such 
as  are  uninformed  on  the  poin's  embraced  by  the 
differences  pending;  and,  as  the  congress  hjis  re- 
quested iriformaf  ion  of  the  president  on  (he  present 
state  of  th  )se  dilierences,  who  has  laid  before  ttie 
house  of  representatives  t!»e  official  correspondence 
0,1  these  subjects  r)->\\\  here  and  M;idrid,  it  would 
be  desirable  that  \m  excellency  would  be  pleased 
also  to  lay  the  pr'^.fent  note  before  conprress,  as  it 
forms  a  part,  and  is  the  complement  of  that  cor- 
respondence, and  presents  the  mos'  unqnestioiiahli- 
view  of  the  amicable  dispositions  of  Sp;iin,  and  of 
tl\e  determination  of  his  Cu'liolic  majesty  to  omit 
nothing  to  meet  th.e  just  wishes  aitd  hopes  of  the 
United  States.  I  tlierefore  hope  that  the  president 
will  be  pleased  to  direct  this  measure,  and  that  you 
will  contribiiie  toils  adoption. 

"In  the  mean  lime,  it  is  my  most  earnest  wish 
that  you  may  suggest  a  just  mode  by  whicli  we 
maybe  enabled  to  approach  the  necessary  basis  for 
the  settlement  ofaUihe  differences  pending,  by 
removing  the  principal  difficulties  which  have  lii- 
therlj  olistructed  our  pro;,'ress;  as  I  shall,  not- 
Withstat.ding  the  deficiency  of  my  powers  and  in 
structions,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  take  it  into 
due  consideration,  without  waiiing  for  new  orders 
from  my  sovereign.  You  must  be  aware,  sir,  tliat 
those  I  am  already  furnished  with  cannot  extend  to 
the  case  presented  by  the  proposals  contained  in 
vournote  of  the  16'h  .lanuarv,  since  Spain  never 
imagined  that  the  liio  C'y/o/vi'/c- liiilierto  spoken  of 
by  the  minister  of  tiiis  republic,  could  be.  any  otiicr 
than  that  of  Nutchitochc/.;  and  I  did  not  even  think 
you  meant  to  speak  of  any  other  in  your  note,  until  1 
Was  m-^.re  exactly  inform'ed  by  yo\',  the  river  which 
you  wished  todcsiguate  being  known  by  tti'2  na-neof 
San  Marcos,  or  de  las  Canas.  This  circumstance, 
taken  m  connpxion  with  the  other  respecting  the 
cession  of  the  Floridas,  without  any  equivalent  or 
retributi'tn  whatever.produces  an  iofini-e  difference 
m  the  view  to  be  taken  on  the  first  proposals  made 
on  the  part  of  your  government  to  that  of  his  Ca- 
tho.ic  inajestv;  ai^d  I  am  uiuWt;  t(j  stipulate  such 
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sncrifices,  on  poinds  of  such  magtiitude,  uiitd  I  liave 
pi-'viously  consulted  my  court  and  received  orders 
and  ins! ructions  adapted  to  the  purpose,  lleuce  I 
find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  despatching  a 
messenger  to  Madrid,  with  all  possible  expedition. 
But,  lo  prevent  the  loss  of  time  in  the  mean  wliile, 
this  need  not  p^event  our  continuii^g  the  nesT^ocia- 
lion,  and  employing  every  proper  means  to  bring  it 
to  a  conclusion,  on  principles  of  common  justice 
and  reciprocal  convenience,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
both  governments.  To  attain  this,  1  conceive,  if: 
will  not  be  difficult,  provided  we  confine  ourselves 
to  the  essential  objects  of  the  dispute,  and  honora- 
bly  reject  whatever  has  no  important  connexion 
with  it,  nor  can  coiitribute  to  the  end  in  view. 

"I  fl.itter  myself,  sir,  Ihat  both  you  and  your  go- 
vernment will  proceed  under  the  influence  of  simi- 
lar sentiments.  Reposing' in  this  hope,  1  renew  to 
you  the  assurances  of  my  disiinguishcd  esteem  and 
respect.     God  preserve  you  many  years,"  &c. 

The  next  letter,  beitig  of  no  great  length,  and 
presenting  the  views  of  the  Spanish  government  ia 
respect  to  the  Indians  in  Florida,  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  her  treaty  stipulations  respecting  them,  v*  e 
publisli  entirr: 

I)on  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secreta'^y  nf  state. 

Sin — In  the  president's  message,  transmitted  tr> 
congress  on  the  25th  instant,  on  the  state  of  the 
present  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  it  is  declai\ 
ed  by  his  excellency,  that  the  greater  number  oT 
t!>ose  Indians  inhabit  within  the  lindls  of  Florida, 
and  that  Spain  was  consequently  bound  to  restrain 
them  and  prevent  their  committing  hostilities 
against  the  United  States;  but  that  it  is  painful  to 
observi?  tliat  she  has  failed  lo  fulfil  this  obligation; 
that  it  is  jet  unknown  whether  the  Spanisli  go- 
vernment has  attempted  to  fulfil  it,  agreeably  to 
the  stipulation  of  its  treaty  with  this  republic; 
that,  his  Catholic  majesty  not  having  kept  tip  a  suf- 
ficient force  in  Florida  to  restrain  those  Indians, 
the  United  States  had  a  fair  right  to  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  thiit  Spanish  province  v/ith  an  armed  force, 
in  oivler  to  chastise  thera;  which  will  be  edTected, 
showing  due  respect  to  the  S;)anish  authorities 
wdicre  tfiey  may  exist,  nnd  evacuating  tiie  province 
«s  soon  as  the  abj  -ct  of  the  Wur  and  the  entry  into 
the  Spanish  territory  shall  be  afiaiirs-d. 

It  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you,  f^r  the  infwrmatioti 
oftlie  president,  that  the  governor  of  Florida  uni- 
formly observed  the    mo=it  scrupiil.otis   neutrality 
tliroughout    all  that  pro\^  -.ce  during  the  late  wai' 
between  the  United  States  and  T.reat  Rritain,  and 
constantly  employed  every  becoming  and  practica- 
ble means  to  avoid  all  manner  of  hostilities  on  tho 
part  of  the  Indians,  aUudc-d  to  by  the  president  i\\ 
his  message,  against  the  people  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States.     In  proof  of  wiiich,  I  have  the  iio- 
nor  to  enclose  a  letter  received  by  roe  fron  the  go- 
vernor of  St.  Augusiioe,    with  a  correspoiiiience, 
:ilso  received  from  him,  in  relation  to  tliis  particu- 
lar subject.     I  am  yet    uninformed    that  any  com- 
plaint of  the   authorities  or  citizens  of  tlie  United 
States  had  been  made  to  niiU  oflicer  of  the  Semi- 
nole Indians;  or  that  any  demand  had  been  made  of 
him  to  restrain  aiul  compel  them   to  make  satisfac- 
tion to  the  United  States  f'.-r  .i' y  irijoi-iei  thcv  im?-.' 
I^tve  "ommitted. 
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From  the  jyovernor's  correspondence,  a  literal  I     The  letter  fiom  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  i^ovemor  of 
copy   of  whicli  is  enclosed,  it  is   evident    that  he  I  St.  Augustine,  to  Don  Ltiis  de  Onis,  referred  to  in 


used  tl'.e  utmost  attention  h\  recommending  them 
toohsffve  peace  and  the  most  perfect  harmony 
w  ilh  tlie  citizens  of  this   republic,  in  appeasing  all 


the  preceding  letter,  comes  next  in  order,  with  its 
enclosures.  I's  contents  are  epitomised  in  tlie  last 
letter  of  M.  de  Onis,  and  it  is  tlierefore  not  thouglvt 


t!i(  ir  l)ickerii)gs  and  jealoHsies,  and  in  dissuading  necessary  to  copy  it.  The  extracts  it  encloses, 
tiiem  from  every  hostile  feeling  towards  the  per-  fi'om  the  records  of  Iiis  office,  consist  of  four  op 
sons  or  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States,  five  letters  from  the  coirmand-ant  to  Spanish  ofTi- 
Me  would  also  at  oncehave  employed  forcible  means  'cers  and  others,  advising  stiict  observance  (>fne»!. 
lo  f  ll'tct  tiii.«,  in  case  any  complaint  had  been  made;  <rality  during  our  late  war  with  Great  llritain,  and 
to  him  of  those  Indians,  stating  the  excesses  they  las  many  more,  which,  just  before  tlie  commence- 
rray  hhve  comm»tte;d  and  the  frro?lnds  there  existed  nient  of  the  Seminole    w^r,  passed   between   the 


of  obliging  them  to  make  reparation  for  the  injuries 
sustained,  and  of  punishing  them  for  their  out- 
rages. As  nothing  of  this  took  place,  I  cannot  per- 
ceive how  a  failure  in  this  case  can  be  attributed  lo 
the  government  of  Spain 


Spanish  commandfliit  and  Bowleck.  The  latter 
complains  of  the  Americans  stealing  his  cattle,  and 
ri.ming  lines  within  his  territory;  stating  further, 
that  he  has  directed  some  Americans,  attempting 
to  settle  at   Lochoway,  to  be  driven  off,    which  he 


As  to  what  relales  to  his  Catholic  majeisty's  not  j  says  he  has  no  doubt  "they  will  represent  as  an  act 


keeping  up  a  more  consider.ibk  force  in  Florida, 
you  must  be  aware,  sir,  that  Spain  has  reposed  full 
C'jufider.ce   in  the  peace  and  good    irndf-rstandiug 


of  hostility." 

The  next  document  is  a  letter,  dated  May  7th, 
1818,  from  Don  Luis  de    Onis  to  the  secretary  of 


subsisting'  with  the  United  States,  and  that,  rctyirgj  state,  stating    facts  and  a.sking  information  of  the 


t!)ereon,  lier  attention  has  been  confined  to  keeping 
up  suc!i  garrisons  as  were  absolutely  necessary  to 
jireserve  good  order  and  the  public  trar.quility;  of 
coursp.she  never  entertained  the  idea  of  putting  that 
province  on  a  war  establishment.  Its  garrisons,  being 
in  tlie  neighborhood  of  a  friendly  and  respectable 


proceedings  of  this  government  respecting  "the 
expedition  of  French  adventurers"  to  Galveziown^ 
&c. 

The  next  paper  is  aletter  from  Don  Luis  de  Onis 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  respecting  certain  priva- 
teers  which  had  entered  BaltimoFe  •'for  the  p'lr- 


power,  were  corr.pttsnt  to  the  purposes  they  were|  pose  of  dividing  the  spoil  resulting  from  their  de- 
intended    frr,  and  lo  keeping  the  Indians  depend-  predations  on  the  Spanish  commerce." 
ent  on  them  jvitiiin  their  duty,  and  to  enforce  that       The  r.ext  letter,  being  the   Spanish  minister's 
peace  and  orderly  conduct  they  were  bound  to  ob- 1  protest  against  our  army's  having  passed  into  Flori- 
serve,  us  well  towards  the  territories  and  subjects  j  da,  is  copied  entire: 


of  his  Catholic  majesty  as  towards  those  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed,  th.nt  the  informa- 
tion cr  advices  communicated  to  the  president  are 
without  foundation;  and  I  therefore  hope,  that  his 
excellency,  on  correcting  the  trutli  of  facts  by  an 
e.Kaniinaiion  of  the  corres^pondfence,  copy  •  of  which 
is  lierewith  transmitted,  as  well  as  by  other  suita 
ble  means,  will  be  pleased  to  prevent  any  violation 
of  the  territory  of  Florida,  or  ary  other  part  of  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  by  the  troops  oftiie  United 
States.  If  that  fact  sh.ould  unfijrtunately  be  realiz- 
ed, it  would  be  my  duty  to  enter  my  solemn  pro 
test  against  it,  in  the  name  of  the  king  my  master; 
but,  confidently  relying  on  the  rectitude  and  wis- 
dom of  your  government,  I  trust  that  its  measures 
will  conform  to  the  strict  principles  of  justice  and 
that  good  faith  in  which  his  Catholic  majesty  pla- 
ces full  confidence.  Spain  has  at  all  times  strictly 
fulfilled  her  engagements  stipidated  by  the  treaty 
with  the  U.  Stales;  and,  wl  ile  she  prides  herself 
on  a  religious  observance  of  them,  in  every  parti- 
cular relating  to  the  Indians  inhabiting  ivithin  the 
territories  ofiiie  moaarchy,  she  is  also  desirous  of 
protecting  those  unfortunates,  and  o<f  acquitting 
herstlf  towards  them  of  eVery  duty  dictated  by  hu- 
manity. Slie  ha.s  never  permitted  them  to  i)e  mo- 
lested by  the  Spanish  authorities,  nor  a  single  step 
to  be  taken  tending  to  their  extermination,  the  dis- 
possessing thein  of  their  properties,  op  disturbing 
them  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  customs  and 
government.  The  philanthropic  aentVnienis  of  the 
American  governrcent  and  people  are  a§.suredly  in 
unison  with  tho«e  of  his  majesty  on  ll.is  point.  I 
therefore  hope  liial  those  ln(liun.«,  ©n  being  punish 
e'd  tor  Uie  violences  or  injuries  they  may  have  com- 
mitted, will  be  viewed  with  that  indulgence,  by 
the  president,  v^hich  tlieir  ignorance  and  rusiiciiy 
seem  ,o  ciaini  for  them. 

I  rcnav/  tiie  aasurances  of  my  perfect  respect,  and 
pr-ny  Cud,  &.=.  LUIS  DE  ©^'^S. 

■\Vi:shinston,  27  h  Marcb»181&. 


[rn-iTfSLATiox,] 
Don  Luis  de   Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sir — It  is  now  some  time  since  information  has 
been  circulated  through  the  medium  of  the  news- 
papers and  through  private  channels,  of  different 
incursions  and  acts  of  hostility  committed  within 
the  territory  of  the  crown  of  Spidri,  by  divisions  of 
the  army  under  the  command  of  general  .lacksi  n, 
destiried,  as  it  appeared,  to  pursue  and  chastise  the 
Seminole  Indians;  but  I  believed,  until  now,  that 
the  information,  although  constantly  repeated  and 
augmented,  doubtless  proceeded  from  vague  and 
unfounded  rumor',  as  1  could  not  persuade  myself 
that  such  acts  of  violence  and  hostility  could  be 
committed  by  the  United  States  against  a  friendly 
power,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  profound 
peace.  How  was  it  possible  to  believe,  that,  at  the 
very  moment  of  anegociation  for  settling  and  ter^ 
minating  amicably  all  the  pending  diiTerenceg 
between  the  two  nations,  and  while  Spain  was  e.x- 
hibiting  the  most  eminent  and  generous  proofs  ofa 
good  understanding,  and  the  most  fa  it.)  fill  observ- 
ance of  all  the  duties  f.f  good  neighburhcod,'tbe 
troops  of  the  United  Slates  should  invade  the  Spa- 
nish provinces,  insult  the  commarders  and  officers 
of  tht_ir  garrisons,  and  forcibly  seize  on  the  milita- 
ry posts  and  places  in  those  provinces?  Notwith- 
standing this,  theofRciuI  advices  I  have  just  rf  ce  v- 
ed  from  the  governor  of  West  Florida,  confirm 
v.'hat  I  had  conceived  to  be  impossible. 

General  Jackson  and  his  ofScers  have  made  de- 
maivdson  the  governor  of  that  Spanish  province,  in 
the  most  unbecoming  and  insulting  tone:  they  have 
ill  different  places,  violated  tiie  Spanish  terriioiy 
and  its  waters;  ihey  have  committed  enormous  vex- 
a'.ions,  unex;impltd  in  history.  With  a  considera* 
ble  force  they  fvll  upon  the  Fort  of  St.  Mark,  aird 
compeUed  the  Spanish  garris'.n  i«  surrender  ap 
prisoners  of  war;  thty  took  possession  of  that  forj 
ti-ess,  with  all  the  ariiilery,  warlike  stores  and  ef- 
Ifecis,  without  drav.iiig  up  an  inventory  of  the  samCi 
and  have  extended  th«ir  nsiliiary  possession  a\tl 
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the  bay  of  St  Mark,  and  the  adjacent  country.  In 
speakin{^o}"the  conduct  sf  the  American  general 
and  his  officers,  [  confine  myself  to  what  relates  to 
theactsof  hostiliiy  an.l  violence  committed  wiihin 
(he  territory  of  th^  crown  of  Spain,  to  the  violation 
of  peace,  and  the  f  irclble  occupation  of  the  iifore- 
sai^l  country  and  fort. 

Uader  the  pretext  of  making  war  against  the  In- 
dians,  on  compUdn'.s  or  motives  which  have  neither 
been  communicated  to  the  governor  of  those  pro- 
Tinces,  nnr  to  the   captain  general  oi'  the  Island  of 
Cuba,   who  is  also   governor  of  tlietn,  nor  to   any 
other  Spanish  officer  nor  public   functionary,  thej 
dominions  ot  East  Florida  have  likewise  been  in-j 
vaded,  and  the  Spanish    territory  entered   as  if  it  | 
was  an  enemy's  country— in  fine,  general  Jackson  j 
hus omitted  nothing  that  characterises  a  haughty 
conqueror,  but  the  circunistanceof  addii  g  to  tiiese 
monstrous  acts  of  hostility  the  contradictory  ex- 
pressions of  peace  and  friendship  witii  Spain. 

I  therefore  find  mj  self  under  the  necessity  of 
protesting  strongly  and  solemnly,  as  I  now  do,  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  my  master,  against  the  inva- 
sion of  the  Foridas,  and  against  the  taking  passes- 
sion  of  the  fort  and  bay  of  St.  Mark,  by  the  troops 
of  this  republic;  and  I  request  you,  sir,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  president  this  my  protest,  in  full  confi- 
dence that  H.  E.  will  cause  things  in  both  the  Flo- 
ridas  to  be  ri'instated  and  placed  in  statu  quo;  the 
fort  of  St.  Mark  to  he  dflivered  up  to  the  Spanish 
commandant,  together  with  all  the  ord-.:ince,  war- 
like stores  and  eflects,  found  in  that  fortress,  und 
allHamiifres  and  injuries  caused  in  the  Fioridas 
by  the  officers  and  ti'<>ops  of  this  union  to  be  fully 
i.ideninified  and  compensated.  lo  tlie  mean  time, 
I  repeat  this  most  solemn  protest  in  tke  name  of 
my  sovereign,  all  which  I  duly  communicate  to  his 
mJjesty,  iii  the  discharge  of  my  duty. 

1  trust,  sir,  that  you  wi!l  be  pleased  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  this  note,  and  inforna  me  of 
the  resolution  taken  by  t!.e  president  thereon.  In 
the  mean  time  1  renew  the  expressions  of  my  par- 
ticular respect,  and  pray  God  to  preserve  vou  many 
years.  LUIS  DE  ONI S,^ 

Bristol,  17  June,  1818. 

The  next  letter  is  frona  Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  of  the24lh  .hine,  enquiring  into 
the  facts  respecting  the  occupation  of  Pensacola, 
which  he  has  seen  announced  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer. 

The  next  letter  is  from  the  same  to  the  same, 
dated  at  Washington  on  the  8th  of  July,  after  the 
news  of  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  by  our  troops 
Was  confirmed,  protesting  against  the  same,  and 
concluiing  as  follows: 

"All  these  circumstances  impress  me  with  the 
belief ihjt  general  Jackson  has  acted  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  tlie  president,  tarnished  the  Ameri- 
can name,  and  committed  the  reputation  of  his 
government  in  the  face  of  the  universe.  It  is, 
t!ie."efore,  my  duty  to  protest,  and  I  do  hereby  so- 
lemnly protest,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  my  mas- 
ter, against  these  public  acts  of  hostility  and  iiiva- 
•sion,  and  1  demand,  through  you,  of  the  president, 
in  the  name  of  my  sovereign,  the  prompt  restitu- 
tion of  the  fort  and  bay  of  St.  Mark,  also  of  Pensa- 
coli,  and  Barrancas,  and  other  places  in  Florida, 
violently  attacked  and  wrested  from  the  crown  of 
Spain,  by  the  forces  under  general  Jackson,  in  the 
midstof  peace,  and  the  roost  positive  assurances  of 
friendship  and  harmony.  In  like  manner,  I  demand 
*lie  faithful  delivery  of  all  the  artillery,  warlike 
stores  and  property,  both  public  and  private,  taken 
■<>t  Pdnsacola,  jtnd  other  foru  and  places  take;! 


possession  ©f  by  the  American  commander,  indem- 
nity for  all  the  injuries  and  losses  sustainci'  by  tha 
crown  of  Spain  and  sul)j''c  s  of  his  C  th  die  majes- 
ty in  consequence  of  this  act  of  invasion,  and  a  sa- 
tisfaction proportinnel  to  the  er.nrmify  of  these 
(>;iences,  together  wi  h  the  lawful  punishment  of" 
tiie  general  and  the  officers  of  tliis  republic,  liy 
whom  they  were  committed. 

"I,  therefore,  hopeth.*t  the  president,  pcnetr:t1ed 
witli  indigi)ati'>n  by  acts  of  such  enormity,  wiil  im- 
mediately comply  witli  i-ny  demand, foundeil  on  such 
strict  justfce;  and  I  impatiently  await  your  unswer  ' 
lo  this  note,  which  will  communicate  the  r^soUit  o  i  ■ 
of  the  president  for  nvy  inforniation,  in  order  that  I 
may  transmit  the  same  to  my  government  witii  all  ' 
requibite  desjjatch." 

The  next  ptiper  is  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the 
same,  dated  at  Bristol,  July  21,  reqvjes'ii.g  a  prompt  ■ 
and  categorical  answer  to  his  farmer  demands  and  ' 
protests. 

T'iC  nest  letter,  being  the  answer  of  onr  govern- 
ment to  the  yev-ral  dfinands  and  protests  of  tiie  ' 
Spanish  minister,  respecting  the  occupation  of  t'-.e 
Spanish  posts  iir Florida  by  our  army,  it  is  thougiit 
proper  to  puhlisli  entire: 

I'he  secretary   of  state  tn  thn  T,-iiis  de  Onh. 

l)KP4UrtrK>T  or  STATK,  '} 

Washington,  2M,  July,  1818.  S 
Sin — T  have  had  the  hcncu"  of  receiving  wur  let- 
ters of  tiie  24  th  June,  and  18lh  inst.comphiiiins'  of, 
the  conduct  of  maj.  ^en.  .T:<ckson,  ia  entering  West 
Florida,  with  the  forces  under  his  cotnmind,  tfik- 
ing  the  Spanish  posts  of  St.  Marki  and  Pensacola, 
&c. 

Without  recurring  to  the  long  standing  and  lie.i- 
vy  causes  of  complaint  which  the  U.  States  have  liad 
agains;  Spiiin,  to  th.e  fiitbearaiire  wIili  wliich  tht-y 
have  been  borne,  without  dcsp:tiring  of  obi.niniiig 
justice  foiTi  her  by  amicable  means;  to  the  tiTorts 
eq'ially  unc;asmg  j^nd  iin  .v.i  li.ig  -vliich  they  have 
made  to  obtain  tliat  justic",  (^r  to  the  rs'rr(oi'di!r.irv 
dela\'s  bv  which  it  iias  been  protractfd  and  is  stili 
withheld,  it  is  thought  proper,  on  this  occasion  to 
call  your  ^ittention,  to  a  series  of  events,  v/'iich  ne- 
cessitated andj  istified  the  entrance  of  tlie  ti-o.)p3 
of  th?  United  States  upon  the  Spaisi.-h  bon'ul.iry  of  . 
Fiorid;i,  and  gave  occusioii  to  'hr)>;c*  u-ansHCuoT-;  iif 
the  comminder  of  the  A.ineri»an  f  jrci-s  .^guin.st 
which  you  complain. 

It  cannot  be  unknov. .,  to  you  that  fir  a  considera* 
ble  time  before  the  government  of  ihe  United 
States  issued  orders  for  !niiit:!ry  operations  in  that 
quarter,  the  inha.bilanls  of  tliel;-  fi-cmtier  h.-id  been 
exposed  to  tlie  depred:ilinns,  tnuidfrs-,  and  nvisss- 
cres  of  a  tribe  of  suv;(gep,  a  srraM  ji.rt  of  \v!/in!> 
lived  within  the  limhs  oi"  the  U.-itcd  Stitf-s,  f,r 
the  greater  number  of  them  dwelling  witiiin  the 
borders  of  Florida.  The  barbar»us,  unrelenting,' 
and  extenninaiing  character  of  Indian  h'Stiliiies, 
is  also  well  known  to  you;  a:;d,  from  the  ppc\ili:  i- 
local  position  of  tlicse  tribet,  it  was  obvi-ois  i!,;tT 
there  co'ili  be  no  possible  securiry  for  the  lives  «if 
the  white  inhabitants  of  those  borders,  unless  tlsr 
United  States  and  Spun  sliould  he  reciprocilly  ■ 
bound  to  restrain  the  portion  of  the  TnJiuns,  re- 
spectively wiihin  tlielr  territories,  frorn  comniilling 
robbery  and  butchery  upon  tiie  citizens  ao'l  sub- 
jects of  the  other  party.  So  forcib'.y  was  tlie  ne- 
cessity felt  by  both,  that  in  the  5'ii  anicl'='  of  the 
treaty  of  27th  October,  1795,  the  f.dlowing'  re- 
markable stipulation  is  contained — "Tiie  two  iiigh 
coairacting  parties  sh-all  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power  maintain  peace  and  harmony  among  the  se- 
versj  IpdliXi  nations  vrho  inhabit  tiie  cptintry  adja- 
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cent  to  t!ie  lines  and  rjv'^^,  4-h>c;   byhepr-'-  ding  i  the    9th    of  D-ceTtsber  ibey  wfv-  ag"H;n  renewed, 


articles  form  the  boundaries  of  the  two  Floridas: 
and  she  better  to  obtain  this  effect,  both  parties 
oblige  themselves  expressly  to  restrain  by  force  all 
liosti'lties  on  the  part  of  tiie  Indian  nations  living 
within  their  boundiuies:  sutlisit  Spain  will  not  suiTtr 
her  Indians  toattacl:  t!ie  citizens  of  the  U.  States, 
nor  the  Indians  inhabiting^  tlieir  territory:  nor  v.ill 
the  United  States  permit  these  last  mentioned  In- 
dians to  commence  hostilities  against  the  subjects 
of  his  Catimiic  m-jjesty,  or  his  Indians,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever.'' 


t»  Notwithstanding  this  precis",  express  and  solemn   all  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  six,  who  made 


cornnact  of  Spain,  numbers,  painful  to  recollect,  of 
the  citizens  ot  the  United  Stales  inhabiting  the 
frontier,  numbers,  not  merely  of  persons  in  active 
niar!hood,but  of  the  tender  sex,  of  defenceless  ag'e, 
and  helpless  infancy,  had  at  various  times  been 
butchered  with  all  the  a^^j^revations  and  horrors  of 
savage  cruelty,  by  Seminole  Indians,  and  by  a  ban- 
ditti af  neproes,  sallying  fi'om  within  the  Spanisu 
liorder,  and  retreating  to  it  again  with  the  horrid 
ruits  of  their  crimo'!, 

At  a  forni^rpcrlod  the  jrovernor  of Pensacola had 
been  called  upon,  by  letter  from  major  gen.  Jack- 
Bon,  conformably  to  the  stipulated  engagement  of 
Spain,  and  to  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  to 


with  the  modification,  suggestsd  by  the  coniinuati. 
on  ot  Irvdian  outrages,  that  should  the  Indians  as- 
semble in  force  un  the  Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and 
persevere  in  committing  hosiilities  within  the  li- 
mits  of  the  United  States,  the  American  officer  was 
authorised  in  that  event  to  exercise  a  soiind  dis- 
cretion, as  to  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  line,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  them,  and  breaking  up 
tlieir  tovvns.  On  the  16lh  of  December,  upon  in, 
fornialiop  that  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  \viiU 
a  detachment  of  forty  men,  had  been  attacked,  and 


their  escape,  four  cf  whom  were  woutided,  the  in- 
struction,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  was  is- 
sued from  the  department  of  war,  to  the  American 
general  then  in  coremand.  "On  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter,  should  the  Seminole  Indians  stiil  refuse  to 
make  reparation  for  the  outrages  and  depredations 
on  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  president  that  you  consider  yourself  at  li- 
berty  to  march  across  the  Florida  line,  and  to  at. 
tack  them  within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  ne- 
cessary, unless  they  should  shelter  themselves  tin- 
ner a  Spanish  (ort.  In  the  last  event,  you  will  im- 
mediately uoiiCy  this  department." 

Tlicse,  with  a  subsequent  instruction  ofthe26tU 


interpose  by  force  and  break  up  a  strong  hold,  of  |  December,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  referring  to 
which  this  horde  of  savages  and  fugitive  shves  had  I  them,  and  directing  him,  with  a  view  to  them,  to 
possessed  themselves,  on  the  territory  of  Florida. !  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  a  con- 
The  answer  acknowledged  the  obligation,  but ! 'I'ct  which  it  had  ever  been  the  desire  of  the  pre- 
pleaded  an  incompetency  of  force  for  its  fulfilment.  I  sident,  frons  considerations  of  humanity,  to  avoid, 
Copies  of  these  important  documents  are  herewith  i  but  which  was  made  necessary  by  the  settled  hos- 
transmitted  to  you;  and  it  may  be  within  your  know-  liliUes  of  the  Indians,  are  all  Ihe  instructions  giveo 
ledge  and  recollection,  that  the   orders  and  the  in  relation '"  ^^'"--'- 


oompetent  force  which  governor  Zuniga  stated  in 
his  letter  that  he  had  solicited  from  his  governor 
general,  and  witiiout  which  he  declared  himself 
unable  to  destroy  this  fort,  erected  upon  Spanish 
territory,  for  purposes  of  united,  civilized,  savage, 
and  servile  war  against  the  United  States^  was 
siever  furnished,  and  that  the  United  States  were 
finally  compelled  to  accomplish  its  destruction  by 
their  own  force. 

The  permanent  ?nd  unvarying  policy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  regard  to  all  the  Indian  tribes  with 
ill  their  border.*,  is   that  of  peace,  friendship   and 
liberality— and,  so  successful  has  this  policy  been, 
that  for  many   years   no  instance  has    occurred  of 
their  being  in  hostility  with  any  Indian  tribe,  un 
less  stimulated  by  the  influence  of  foreign  incen 
diaries.     Even  after  the   repeated   commission  of 
these   depredations   and  massacres   by  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  govern- 
ineut  of  tlie  United  States  was  reluctantly  compel- 
led to  employ  their  own  military  force  for  Uie  pro- 
tection of  their  people,  ofiers  of  peace  were  ten- 
dered to  them  and  rejected. 

Nor  has  tlse  respect  manifested  by  this  govern- 
ment, for  the  territorial  ri'^hts  of  Spain,  been  less 
signal  and  conspicuous.  Even  after  the  full  and 
formal  notice  by  the  governor  of  Pensacola  of  the 
incon.petency  of  his  force,  either  to  perform  the 
duties  of  neutrality,  or  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty,  when  it  became  necessary  to  employ  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  frontier,  on  the  3Ulh  October  last,  the 
commanding  officer  in  that  quarter,  while  directed 
to  take  other  measures  for  suppressing  the  hostili- 
ties of  the  Indians,  was  expressly  instructed,  not 
on  that  account,  to  pass  the  line,  and  make  an  at- 
tack upon  them  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  with- 
out further  orders.  On  the  2d  of  December,  in- 
structions to  the  same  effect  were  repeated,    On 


o  Florida. 

By  the  ordi.iary  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  the 
right  of  pursuing  an  enemy  who  seeks  refuge  from 
actual  conflict,  within  a  neutral  territory,  is  incoti'! 
testible.  But  in  this  case  the  territory  of  Florida 
was  not  even  neutral,  it  was  itself,  so  far  as  Indian 
savages  possess  territoria'  right,  the  territory  of 
Indians,  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at  war? 
it  was  their  place  of  abode,  and  Spain  was  bound 
by  treaty  to  restrain  them  by  force  from  coinmil- 
ting  hostilities  against  the  United  States;  an  en- 
gagement which  the  commanding  officer  of  Spain, 
in  Florida,  had  acknowledged  himself  unable  to 
fulfil.  Of  the  necessity  there  was  for  crossing  the 
line,  what  stronger  proofs  could  be  adduced,  than 
that  it  was  within  that  line  that  the  American  ge- 
neral met  the  principal  resistance  from  the  Indiins, 
whicU  he  encountered  in  the  whole  campaign;  that, 
within  that  line,  at  their  towns,  which  be  destroyed, 
he  found  displayed,  as  barbarous  trophies,  the  mu- 
tilated remnants  of  our  wretched  fellow  citizens, 
the  murdered  women  and  children,  the  accumula- 
ted barbarities  of  many  years.? 

You  have  seen  that  no  instruction  or  authority, 
inconsistent  with  the  declaration  in  the  message  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  the  2jih  of 
March  last,  to  congress,  was  ever  issued  to  the 
commander  of  the  American  forces.  Tl»e  posses- 
sion which  he  took  of  the  Fort  of  St.  Marks,  and 
subsequently  of  Pensacola,  was  upon  motives  which 
he  himself  has  explained,  and  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. For  his  justification  of  the  adoption 
of  both  these  measures,  he  states  them  to  have 
been  necessary  upon  the  immutable  principles  ot 
self  defence;  that  at  an  early  period  of  his  opera- 
tions, he  had  given  fiiU  notice  of  their  object  to  tlie 
governor  of  Pensacola,  by  communication,  dated 
25th  of  March  last,  warning  him  that  every  attempt 
on  his  part  to  succour  the  Indians,  or  prevent  the 
passage  of  provisions  for  the  American  trcopsj  in 
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ihe  E'ramMa,  would  be  viewed  as  acts  of  hostility;!  sacol.i  hist  tlie  day  before  tiie  \merican  troops  took 
lliut,  in  defiance  of  this  admonition,  the  governor  nossession,  and  a  rmmber  of  otSer  Indi.ms  were 
of  Fensucoia  did  both  give  succour  to  the  Indians,   seen    about    the  8a\T»e  time  within    a  fev  miles   of 

Pensarola,  mid   snceeded,  with    the  ai  1    of    Spa- 


and  delay  the  p:!ssa^e  of  the  prnvisions  to  the  A 
roerican  army,  and  thereby  subjected  them  to  tiu' 
greatest  privations;  that  the  g'overnor  of  I'eiisaco- 
la  had  caused  it  lo  be  directly  reported  to  the 
American  general,  that  Fort  yii  Mark-;  had  been 
threatened  by  t!»e  Indians  and  uegi-oes,  and  expres- 
sed serious  apprehensions,  froiu  the  weakness  of 
tlie  garrison,  and  defeiicel^^ss  state  of  the  work,  for 
iu  safety;'  that  this  informatii>n  was  confirmed  !n 
the  American  general  fro;j  o'.lier  sources,  upon 
which  he  could  rely,  and  completely  warranted  the 
amicable  occupation,  by  him,  of  that  fort;  that 
upon  his  e!i',e;-ing'  the  fort,  evidence,  clear,  unequi- 
vocal, and  manifold,  was  evinced,  of  the  duplicity 
and  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  commandant;  evidence 
demonstrating,  beyqnd  the  power  of  denial,  that, 
far  h'om  acting  in  the  spirit  of  that  sacred  enga.^e- 
inent  of  his  sovereign,  to  restrain  by  force  his  In- 
dians from  hostilities  against  the  U.ited  States,  he 
Lad  made  liimself,  by  every  act  in  his  power,  a  part- 
ner and  accomplice  of  the  hostile  Indians,  and  of 


nisli  officers,  in  eludi.'g  tb.e  pursuit  ui  the  Amcr  icau 
troops. 

A  conduct  not  only  so  contrary  to  the  express 
en;;a:w;p. Dents  of  Spain,  l)ut  so  luiequivocally  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States,  _iur,tly  authorizes  them  to 
call  upon  his  Catholic  h-iaje»ty  (or  the  jui  ishment 
of  those  olRcers,  wiiO  the  president  is  pei&uadtd 
have  therein  acted  con'rarv  lo  the  express  orders 
of  their  sot '  reign.  In  the  full  c  infi.Ieace  that  your 
g)verarnf-nt  will  render  to  the  United  States  am- 
ple justice  in  this  regard,  the  presid.ent  has  direct- 
ed all  l!ie  proofs  relatim^  thereto  to  he  embodied, 
as  t!ie  ground  of  au  application  to  that  efi'ect  to 
your  government. 

lu  the  mean  time,  I  am  iristructed  bv  ♦he.presi- 
deiit  to  info'-m  vou,  '.hat  I'ensacola  will  be  restcr- 
ed  to  the  posses"ion  of  any  person  Jiily  au'hrised, 
on  the  part  of  S;;ain,to  receive  it;  that  the  Fort  of 
St.  M.v"ks,  bc-ing  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  cnuic 
try,  and  remote  from  any  Spanish   settieifent,   can 


their  foreign   instigators;  that   the  same  spirit  of|  be  surrendered  only  to  a   force  sufFicifntly  strong 
hostility  to  the  United  States,  was  discovered  by    to  hold  it  against  the  attack  ofthe  iiosti'c  liidiaus; 


upon  the  appearance  of  wlii(ii  force,  it  will  also  be 
restored. 

In  communica'ing  to  you  tliis  decision,  I  am  al- 


the  governor  of  Fensacoia  liimself,  by  his  icfusal 
to  permit,  unless  by  tlie  payment  of  esho-biiaui. 
duties,  the  passage  of  provisions  to  the   American 

army — by  the  reception  aiul  succour  given  lo  tlie 'so  directed  to  assiu-e  you.  tl)at  it  has  beeii  made 
Indians  at  various  times — and,  finally,  by  a  letter  i  under  tlie  fullest  conviction,  which  he  trusts  will 
which  he  sent  to  the  Amerioswt  general,  ilenouncingl  be  felt  by  vour  governnient,  tiiat  liip  preservation 
his  entry  in; o  Florida  as  an  aggression  against  |  ofpcace  between  the  two  nations  indispensably  re- 
quires that  lenoeforth  tbe  stipulations  by  Spain   to 


Spain,  and  threatening,  unless  he  should  immedi- 
ately 'f-ithdra'.v  from  it,  and  slwuld  he  continue, 
what  he  thus  styled  aggressions,  that  he  would  re- 
pel force  by  force.  This  was  so  open  an  indica- 
tionof  hostile  feeling  on  the  part  of  g  ;ve:'nor  M  zot, 
after  he  had  been  early  and  well  advised  of  t/»s  ob- 
ject of  gen.  Jackson's  operations,  that  this  officer 
no  longer  hesitated  on  the  measure  to   be  adopted 


restrain,  bv  force,  her  Indians  from  all  hostilities 
atcainst  the  United  Stales,  should  be  faithfully  and 
effectually  fulfilled. 

I  pray  vou  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  higii 
consideration,  JOHN  QU!Nr  Y  ADAMS. 

The  papers  enclosed  in  the  above,  are  a  lette^^ 
from  major  gen.  Jackson  to  the  governor  of    Pen 


-the occupation  of  Peasacola  and  of  the  Fort  ofi  sarola,    dated  Washington,  M.  T.  i'.xl    of  Ajjiil, 
Barrancas.  j  1816,  respecting  the  negro  fort  "n  the  Chatahoi;rhf; 

The  charges  alleged  by  gen.  Jackson  against  thci  and  the  answer  of  governor  Zuniga  thereto,  dited 
commandant  of  St.  .Marks,  are  not  known  even  to  24th  of  the  following  month,  already  published 
have  beeu  denied.  The  governor  of  Pensacoia  has]  among  the  documents  respecting  the  Semiuolt 
partly,  und  hnt  partly,   contradicted  those  which  j  war. 

applied  to  himself.  He  assured  gen.  Jackson  thati  The  next  document  is  a  letter  from  Don  Luis 
the  iaformation  received  by  iiim  of  the  number  of  de  Onis,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  cilling  on  tjie 
Indians  who  had  been  received  and  harboured  at .  government  to  put  a  stop  to  the  buii'ling,  in  the 
Pensacola,  was  erroneous.  It  is  possible  that  the  j  port  of  New  York,  of  tv/o  frigates  intended  to 
numbers  may  have  been  somewhat  exaggerated  in  cruise,  with  a  crew  of  .-Vmericau  citizensj  against 
the  reports  which  general  Jackson  had  received;'  the  commerce  of  Spain.  In  this  letter  are  enclos-. 
tut,  within  ten  days  after  the  time  stated  in  his|  ed  four  several  deposl'ions  to  the  fact  of  buildinjj 


letter  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  of  this  assem- 
blage of  Indians  at  the  place,  a  large  bpdy  of  them 
were  overtaken,  surprized  and  defeated  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  within  one  mile  of 
Pensacola;  nor  was  it  until  after  that  event  that 
the  governor  issued  his  proclamation  for  refusing 
them  supplies,  and  gave  them  the  ai.vice  under 
which  8r  of  them  surrendered  themselves  to  the 
American  officer.     But  the  measures  of  gen.  Jack- 


and  shipping  crews  onboard  these  vessels. 

The  next  document  is  another  letter  from  dou 
Luis  de  0;us,  dated  the  28(it  July,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, enclosing  three  other  depositions  confirnimg 
tho^ie  previously  sent. 

The  next  document  is  a  long  letter  of  the  Spanish 
minister,dated  .\ugust  5th,  to  the  secretary  of  btat?. 
in  reply  to  his  of  the  23d  of  July,  and  contesting 
the  grounds  therein  assumed;  requesting  tlie  re-dc- 


8on  were  not  founded  upon  one  solitary  fact:  ai  livery  (if  the  Snnnish  posts  to  hi  expedited,  aud 
combination  of  circumstances,  all  tending  to  con- 1  concluding  vvith  the  following  paragrapli: 
Vmce  him  of  the  hostile  spirit  of  tiie  governor,  re-|  "In  concluding  this  note,  I  forbear  to  repeat  to 
inains  yet  uncontradicted;  and  tlie  general  has  you  assurances  of  the  sincere  and  .strong  desire  of 
Jurnished  proofs  that  governor  .Mazot's  assertion,  his  Catholic  majesty  to  see  all  pendirig  difi'.?renc?s 
that  there  has  been,  since  the  surrender  of  those  speedily  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion.  Ynu 
o'lndians  to  capt.  I'oung,  only  two  in  Pensacola,  are  aware  that,  in  April  last,  I  dcspatc'u'd  acourie/ 
aud  those  in  jail,  v/as  itself  very  incorrect:  besides  to  my  government,  with  full  information  on  the 
'>e  Alabama  chief  included  in  the  capitulation,  state  of  the  negociation;  submitiinc,  i-greeably  to. 
one  Wounded  Indian  was  found  in  the  Fortof  Har-  what  you  stated  to  me,  a-d  v.ith  a  view  of  espedi: 
Wfas:  Holmes,  a  nQt,sd  lied  Stick  cljief,  left  Pen-    ing  the  proceeding?,  its  tiayl  arrargeaent  hy  the 
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ministry  of  the  kinf?!  mv  master,  and  the  minister 
of  the  United  Sti^.tes  at  Madrid.  On  the  first  ofiicial 
noticeof  the  result  of  that  proposition,  although  it 
has  not  yet  had  the  desired  effect,  1  have  no  d;iubt 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  come  to  an  undersranding, 
by  means  of  my  new  instructions,  and  rg'ree  on  the 
basis  of  a  treaty  mutually  satisfactory." 

The  documents  next  in  order  are  the  following: 
Tke  secretary  of  slate,  to  chn  Lais  de  Onis. 

DlPAllTMF.'fT  OF  STATE,  ^ 

Washi'igtofi,  24tl»  August,  1818.3 

SiH — I  have  received  your  lettf-rs  of  the  27th  ult. 
and  5th  iiist.  with  their  respective  enclosiises,  all  of 
whirh  have  been  laid  before  the  president. 

"\\  ilh  regard  to  the  two  vessels  alleged  to  have 
been  equipped  at  New-York,  for  the  purpose  of 
cruising  under  the  flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  against 
Spanish  subjects,  the  result  of  the  examination 
which  has  tak-^n  place  bpfore  a  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  has,  doubtless, 
convinced  you,  that  no  prosecution,  commenced 
by  the  government  of  the  United  Stntes,  ag-ainst  the 
persons  charged  wiih  a  violation  of  their  laws  aud 
their  neutrality,  crtuld  have  been  necessary  or  use- 
ful to  you;  no  transgres'sioiiii  of  the  laws  having 
been  proved  against  them. 

It  would  be  equally  suoerflnous  and  unreasona- 
ble to  pursue  the  discussion  wi'h  you,  relative  to 
the  proceedini^s  of  the  American  commander  in 
chief,  in  entering  Florida,  and  his  conduct  there; 
and  to  the  misconduct  of  the  governor  of  Pensaco- 
la,  and  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  in  aiding 
and  abetting  the  savage  enemies  ©f  the  U.  States, 
whom  Spain  had,  by  solemn  treaty,  b -und  hers<'lf 
to  restrain,  by  force,  from  committing  liostilities 
against  thrm.  But  you  will  permit  me  to  observe, 
that  the  obligation  of  Spain  was  positive  and  unqua- 
lified; and  that  an  attempt  to  evade  its  for«e,  by 
the  allegation,  that  Spain  could  not  carry  it  into 
cifect,  until  she  knew  whnt  hostilities  they  had 
committed,  and  the  possible  causes  of,  or  provo- 
cations to  them,  would  be  equally  unwarranted  by 
the  expre>s  terms  of  the  article,  and  by  the  inten- 
tions of  the  contracting  parties  to  the  treaty.  The 
stipulation  of  Spain  was  not  to  punish  her  Indians  for 
murders  committed  4jpon  tiie  aged  and  the  iafirm, 
the  women  and  children  of  the  United  States;  but 
to  resu'din  them  by  force  from  committing  them: 
and  the  insinuation  that  the  Indians  themselves  had 
been  provoked  to  such  atrocious  acts,  would  be  as 
dislngenious,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  to  escape  from 
the  sacred  duties  of  her  compact,  as  it  would  be 
unfounded  in  point  of  fact. 

Tlie  letter  of  general  Jackson  to  the  governor  of 
Pensacoia,  a  copy  of  whicli  was  transmitted  to  you 
ia  mine  of  tl»e  23d  ult.  and,  with  its  answer,  were 
written,  not  as  you  allege,  at  the  turbulent  period 
ofthe  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Biitain,  but,  as  their  dates  will  shew,  more  than  a 
year  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace.  The  fort 
had  been  built,  upon  Spanish  territory,  under  the 
suff'rance  of  Spanish  auihorilies,  hy  British  officers, 
diiring  the  war,  for  annoyance  against  the  UniteiT 
Slates.  Afier  the  peace,it  remained  the  strong  hold 
of  fugitive  negro  and  Indiari  robbers  and  murderers, 
which  the  governor  of  Pensacoia,  when  summoned 
by  general  Jackson  to  destroy,  alleged  his  inability 
to  do  it,  without  reinforcement  and  further  orders; 
which,  as  the  event  proved,  were  never  received. 

I  have  the  hoiior  to  inform  you,  that  orders  have 
already  been  forwarded  to  the  commanding  officers 
at  Pensacoia  and  St.  Marks,  to  deliver  up  those 
places,  conformably  tn  the  notice  in  ray  letter  to 
you  of  the  23d  ullimo,  to  the  ftrmer  governor  of 


I'ensacohi,  and  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  respec' 
lively,  or  to  any  person  duly  authorised  from  you> 
or  from  tlie  governor-general  of  the  Havanna,  to 
receive  them. 

I  am  further  instructed  by  the  president,  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  has  sesn 
in  the  last  paragratih  of  your  letter,  your  e.xpecta- 
tion  of  being  speedily  enabled  to  make  proposal* 
containing  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  vhich  may  adjust, 
to  mutual  satisfaction,  all  the  existing  dlfterencej 
betwce.i  our  two  nations,  and  his  earnest  hope  that 
this  expectation,  in  the  fulfilment  of  which  this 
government  have  confided,  and  adopted  measures 
corresponding  with  it,  may  be  realized  at  an  early 
day. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

THAXSLATIOIf. 

DoTi  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  stale. 

Sin — I  have  received  your  oiUcial  note  of  24th 
of  August  last,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  5ih  of  tliat 
month,  and  27th  July  preceding,  and  1  coincide 
with  you  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is  superfluous  to 
continue  the  discussion  on  the  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican general  in  the  invasion  of  Florida,  since. the 
simple  knowledge  of  acts  of  this  description  and 
notoriety  sufficiently  indicates  that  justice,  which 
I  am  persuaded  cannot  be  dissembied  in  the  view 
of  unprejudiced  reason. 

I  slialj,  therefore,  not  dwell  further  on  the  well 
founded  arguments  and  documents  I  liave  produced 
in  my  notes  on  this  subject;  but  merely  referring  to 
them,  I  have  to  insist  on,  and  demand  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  that  most  just  satis- 
faction which  I  have  already  required  of  them,  in 
the  name  of  my  sovereign,  and  is  imperiously  claim, 
ed  by  the  integrity  of  his  monarchy,  and  the  honor 
of  his  crown. 

1  immediately  communicated  to  my  government 
the  determination  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
state  to  me,  that  orders  had  been  given  to  the  Ame- 
rican commanding  officers  to  deliver  up  the  posts 
of  Pensacoia  and  St.  Marks,  to  such  Spanish  autho- 
rities as  naight  be  duly  authorised  to  receive  them, 
that  it  may,  on  a  knovdedge  of  that  fact,  adopt  the 
measures  requisite  in  the  case. 

Anxiously  desirous  to  see  the  basis  of  a  treaty 
established  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  governments, 
I  await  the  result  of  the  negociation  pending  (as 
you  know)  at  Madrid,  information  of  which  must 
soon  be  received  here,  that  we  may  proceed  in  con- 
formity to  it;  and  it  bein^  fully  evinced,  that  the 
king,  my  master,  has  the  most  e;irnest  wish  to  do 
what  may  be  most  agreeable  to  this  republic,  even 
to  the  dirainution  of  his  own  interest,  as  far  as  is 
compatible  with  his  honor  and  dignity,  I  doubt  not, 
tiiat  iu  one  shape  or  another,  we  may  attain  the 
most  equitable  mode  of  effecting  a  settlement,  on 
terms  mutually  satisfactorj'. 

I  reiterate  ti»e  assurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration, and  pray  God  to  preserve  vou  many 
years.  LUIS  UE  ONIS. 

Mristol,  11  th  December,  1818. 


[translation  ] 
Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  (he  secretory  of  state. 
SiK— ^Vhilot  I  make  known  to  >uu  that  I  have 
received  new  orders  aud  instructions  from  my 
court,  to  resume  tl\e  negociation  pending  iietween 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of 
Spain,  and  to  agree  with  you  as  to  every  thing  that 
Ip.".}'  beco.^vcaieat  aud  projier,  to  give  effect,  in  S9 


XIBES'  REGISTER-DECfiMBEtl  2B,  1  818-RELATTONS  W^TII  S?AI^^.    SS^ 


short  time  as  possible,  to  the  desired  general  and  (form  me  you  are  prepared  to  mske;  und  which  wilt 
definitive  arrangement  of  all  the  differences  wliich  !be  considered  witli  the  most  earnest  desire  of  es- 


tablishing, by  a  prompt  and  honorable  agreement, 
the  most  perfect  j^ood  understanding  and  harmony' 
between  our  couniries. 

I  tender  you,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  nty 
very  distinguished  consideration, 

JOHN  QUIXCY  ADAMS. 


exist  between  the  two  governments,  I  ought  also 
to  inform  yeu  tliathis  Catholic  majes'iy  ratified,  on 
the  9i)i  of  July  last,  the  convention  signed  on  the 
llth  of  August,  1802,  and  rj^tified  a  year  and  a  half 
afterwards  by  the  president  and  senate  of  the  U. 
States.  I  have  received  tlie  ratification  by  his  ma- 
jesty, and  am  ready  to  proceed  with  you  to  the  cor- 
responding exci'.ange,  if  the  president  deems  it 
proper;  but  I  tliink  1  ought,  before  it  is  done,  to 
make  lo  you  some  observations  on  this  point. 

The  king,  my  master,  agreed  to  ratify  at  the  time 
he  did  the  convention  of  1802,  as  well  in  compliance 
Vith  the  verbal  intimations  given  to  his  secretary 
of  state  by  Mr.  Erving,  minister  plenipotentinry  of 
this  republic,  as  from  a  desire  not  to  omit,  on  his 
part,  any  thing  whicli  migiit  be  agreeable  to  your  !  passeifiieiwet-n  us  here,  it  lias  been  exainiiitil  wi 

•^ :„„•.       I,   „i  ,.  „_„,T„,,.,i  in  \.\c  i-nuli^ci,^    »liat  I  'Oiiiul  alieiition  to  ail  tlie  points  embiacetl  in  it. 

government.     It  ah-o  occurred  to  h  s  majesty   that  ^ut,,^,.,;^  p.^per-sand  original <iocun,ei.ts of  them 
there  niiglit  be  sotne  obstacle  or  delay  m  ilie  desir-      •  .     -.  ... 

ed  arrangement  and  definitive  agreement,  respect- 
ing the  pending  differences  be;v.'een  the  tv. o  go- 
vernments; ai^d  t!)e  aforesaid  ratification  of  that 
convention  being  represented  to  him  as  a  concilia- 
tory meastirc,  and  very  agreeable  to  the  U.  States, 
he  did  not  delay  an  instant  in  acceding  to  it.  But 
you  know  very  well,  that,  all  the  poliiis  comprehend- 
ed in  that  convention  form  part  of  the  pending  ne- 
gociiition;  and  ihat  the  general  and  defiaiuve  ar- 
rangement, wiiich  I  hope  soon  to  conclude  with 
you,  being  intended  to  embrace  ail  the  claims  to 
which  either  power  has  a  right  aguii^sl  the  other, 
and  all  the  differences  which  exist,  or  have  hereto- 
fore existed,  between  them — that  tliat  convention 
will  necessarily  be  abrogated,  the  points  to  which 
it  is  lirnited  being  included  in  the  said  arrange 
iti'ent  and  definitive  trea'.y.  For  these  reasons,  which 
are  obvious  and  entirely  convincing,  1  leave  it  to 
j'our  consideration  whether  we  should  proceed  to 
thee.vcli;*n},e  uf  the  ratificalion  of  the  said  conven- 
tion, or  wait  until,  the  firsl  basis  being  settled  and 
agreed  upon,  by  means  of  propositions  I  will  i)>- 
siantly  muke  to  you,  we  may  be  able  to  judge, 
wjuher  the  general  and  definitive  treaty,  which 
must  put  an  end,  in  a  solid  and  permanent  manner, 
toall  these  discussion3,will  be  concluded  as  quickly 
as  we  desire. 

I  await  your  answer;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I 
renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  constant  desire 
to  serve  you.    God  preserve  you  many  ye^rs. 

LUIS  DE  OM3. 

Washington,  I3th  October,  1818. 


Von  Luis  rk  Oui.i  to  the  sccretarij  of  stn'e, 

[TnANSI.ATiON.] 

SIR— ICotwlthstanditig  tlie  unfortnnate  events  which  have  oc- 
pnnvd  since  April  lait,  I  have  leeeiveil  from  my  court  solemn 
assui'aiH'^^s  of  the  sint-ire  desire  of  liif  Catholic  m.ijesty,  to  see 
every  ground  of  complaint  and  disagreement  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Sjiain  conipli-f-ly  removed,  and  of  bis  earnest  wish  to 
slrengtlicM  anil  cement  a  good  understanding  and  the  most  cor- 
dial friends'iip,  between  the  two  nations.  Having  transmitted  to 
Iiis  riiajesty\  fjovprnment  the  whole  correspondence  which  lately 

ith  the  most  pro- 
A  multitude  of 
most  unexcepiion- 
ahle  authority,  on  each  of  the  sevel-.il  points  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy between  the  government  of  the  Uniteil  States  and  that 
of  111*  .  afholic  majesty,  were  e.xamined.  oRVring  incmtestihle  e\  i- 
di  nce  of  ail  the  r.glits  liidiertojsnstiiinedby  iheciown  of  Spain, and 
n-fntinjj,  with  the  clemness  of  truths  universally  admitted,  iind  by 
facts  and  vouchers  equally  notorijus  and  cinqnfstii.iiaiile,  the  rea- 
soning and  arguments  upon  which  your  government  IbunU  lUeir 
claims. 

It  was  the  earnest  wish  of  his  Catlvilie  msjesty,  that  the  whole 
dispute  sliould  be  aHjnsteil  by  his  secret.^ry  iif  state,  Mr.  Pizarro, 
and  .Mr.  Erving^  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  this  r,°pulilic,  anil 
that  they  should  proceed  to  a  final  arrangement  of  ai!  exislin;; 
ditferences  by  means  of  adLfiuitive  treaty,  which  shmiUI  combine, 
to  Uie  satist'iction  of  both  governments,  the  inviolalile  principles 
of  general  Justice,   with   the  equitable   views  of  reciprocal  eon- 
vcnitnceand  luility.     Hi?  ma  j  sly  otfe'.rd  on  Iiis  part  to  do  every 
thing  that  niigUt  he  possible,  or  eoiap:itihle  witli  the  rights  anil 
dignity  of  his  royal  crown,  liberally  to  satisfy  the  desires  expressed 
by  the  United  Stiitvs.— But  Mr.  Erving  has  declined  aecerlinj;  Xn 
this  adjustment,  althougli  the  correspondence  between  him  am'! 
the  secretary  of  state  was  still  carnetl  on   with  a  view  to   that 
result,  at  the  deptrtiire  of  the  messenger,  wlio  was  despatched  to 
me,   from  iMadrid,  oi  the  21st  of  July  last —His  majesty  Iwiiur 
apprehensive,  lujt-.vithstamUiig  bis  wishes,  that  the  amicable  ter- 
niiiiation  ol  these  imp.ircaMt  affairs  might  suffer  delay,  has  beCli 
pleased  to  give  me  sucii  instiuctions  and  orders  as  may  enable  me 
to  adjust  with  yon  all  pending  (liUereiiees  between  ll>e  two  govern- 
ments—and  effect  the  desired  arrangement  by  means  of  a  di  tinitivn 
treaty.    For  this  purpose  his  m.ijesty  gave  orders  that  the  docu- 
ments and  proofs  should  be  transmitted  to  me,  which  were  nect-.- 
sary  to  convince  the  United  States  of  the  unqHestionable  rights 
of  the  crown  of  iJ|ain  to  the  territories  and  waters  claimed  by 
your  government,  :•;   forming  an  integral  part  of  Louisiana.    I 
have  received  a  considerable  number  of'  the  said  documents  ami 
proofs,  and  an  examination  of  many  oth  rs  was  taking  place  in 
Spain,  which  are  to  be  sent'me.    '1  he  result  of  this  inquiry  estab- 
lished   what   1  stated  to  jou  in  my  notes,  during  my  late  abode 
at  tV'asbiiigton,  and  especially  in  that  which  1  addressed  to  you 
OR  the  i!3d  aiareh,  at  the  same  period,  in  answer  to  tliat  which  t 
received  from  you  of  the   12th  o(  tiie  s:viie  inonth,  iijion  all  the 
points  in  dispute.     It  exhibited  the  incontnivertiWe  series  of  facts , 
from  the  earliest  perioJ  of  the  discoveries, conquest  or  (>ccupa(ion, 
and  the  successive  establishments  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  thar. 
part  of  America,  to  tJie  present  <lay.     It  proved  that  Spain,  long 
Jirior  to  any  other  mitinn,  discovered  Florida,  that  is,  ail  the  vast, 
tiiui  bautiful  country  extending  from  w!i»t  is  now  termed  K^tv 
Klorida,  to  the  Hio  liravo,  or  Hio  Grande  del  Korte,  which  was 
then  the  iKiundary  of  the  kiiigilom  of  Mexico,  of  which  she  was 
aiiia<ly  in  pi  accsble  possession.     From  the  pt  riod  of  the  discovery 
of  this  e.MeuMve  n  g'.on  by  roi.cede  Lron,  in  l.il2,  and  the  estal  - 
lishment  of  the  first  act  of  possession  in  the  name  of  the  crown 
of  Spain,  r,  pt  :ite,l  and  regular  expeditions  were  formed,  compos- 
ed ol  trooijs,  artillery,  and  every  thing  aectssary  lor  penetrating' 
througlii.ut  the  whole  country,  examining  all  its  pos-itijiis  from 
the  coast  of  til"  interior,  and  all  its  rivers,  creelis,  and  b.iys,  ri-duc- 
iiig  tile  natives,  or  estMlilishiiig  trade  and  Uiendsbip    With  tliein, 
and  fiir occupying  all  sikIi  places  as  imglit  Mjtpear  b:  at  caleulatetl 
to  i:ring,  and  preserve  under  thedomim.ui  ot  .Spain,  the  saiil  coun- 
try., tlironghout  its  whole  exitnt.     I  stat-d  to  you,  in  my  said  note^< 
ami  lam  ena!>lid  to  prove  it  b)  the  most  ample  docnmeiit.>,ilia'i 
this  Was  the  o!)Ject  of  ttie-  experttlions  of  VasqueZ  d,-    Ayllon.  in 
1.^20,  and  of  Pai;tili>  d^-  Narvaei,  in  1523.      !iie   latter  ohuiaetl 
from  Charles   Isi,  of  Spain  and  emperor  of  Germany,  a  sulenm^ 
autliorlty  to  r.-<luce  the  whole  connU'y,  from  the  hay  of  Spiritu     • 
Saiilo,  in  E.ist  Florid.i,  to  the  river  Paluia.-;  I^e  arrived  in  •lie  sail! 
I'l-gion   with  a  respeetabl  ■  lorce,  ufid  exauiined   it  from   East  to 
West,     lit  this  he  b:!d  been  preceded  by  Franeiscode  Garay,  who 
np»ol        A  ■   c  1-  -     ,        ,  ^'         passedthrougli  it  bv  fsi.id,  fiiiin  tlk'bayof  Sjiiritu  SantotoPanuci  . 

^,..  ."  satisfactory  adjustment  ot   all    llie    oilier    Hirna.lo  d.    S.no  was  soon  afterwards  appointeil  governoi-gem- 

J{<.  Jjv.g(j;^  tj^e  rul  of  Florida,  the  nail*  then  given  to  the  whole  of  this  vast  cotiR- 
'  tr) — he  entered  it  with  a  powerfurforcf,  and  repiated  the  soleiaij 
aets  of  tiikiJig  possession  of  it  in  behalf  of  Sliain— he  afterwards 
exaoiiiied  its  extensive  limits,  and  founded  several  scttknients- 
He  was  succeeded,  in  Ins  government,  by  Moscoso,  who  ceniinned. 
to  explore  llie  country  and  extend  the  settJeut!  nis.  Jfbese  two  . 
iirit  gfivcrrrors  gO:i^ra(of  Kloriffa,  travers'.^  aut!  eXarnincd  ilji&« 


Tlce  secretary  of  start  to  don  Lvis  de  Onis. 

.  DfirAUTMK.NT  OS-  SIATE,  '} 

Washington,  23d  October,  1818  3 
,  Sm— I  liave  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  let- 
ter of  the  ISth  instant,  and  am  directed  by  the  pre- 
sident to  assure  you  of  the  great  satisfaction  witli 
wdich  he  has  learned  that  you  are  prepared  to  ex- 
changee the  ratifications  of  the  convention  of  1802. 

Anxiously  desirous  as  he  is  of  seeing  brought  to 
a  termination,  rmuually  satisfiCtory,f///  v'le. subjects 
which  have  been  so  long  in  discussion  between  tlie 
two  governments,  the  president  receives  ihis  ratifi- 
cation as  an  e.irnest,  on  the  part  of  Jiis  Catholic 
njHjesty,  of  that  conciliatory  disposition  which,  he 
"alters  himself,  cannot  fail  to  extend  to  a  more  k'C 


<^l''jfcts  in  controversy  beiween  us.     

l,u«refjre,  to  accede  toy ouy  propo.sai  cf  postponing 

|he  f-xchange  of  the  ratifications,  and  to  assure  you 

lititl  sh^H  te  ready  to  receive,  whenever  it  may  be 

agreeable  tr>  ycm-,  the  prop-oslttons  wiii-ch  yen  iii- 
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1  have  sai(!,  from  East  to  West;  from  the  point,  or  Cnpe  of  that 
flDriila,  now  c<>ll  d  F.ast  Florida,  to  ih  ■  llio  Bravo,  f-rossing:  tin 
Missivsii-vi.  wliicli  "as  th.;n  ealltd  the  F'alisa'la,  aiiUali  tlit^  iitlicrs 
ivfiioli  eKi()!y  into  it.  ur  into  the  gulph  of  M.-xitn.  Fruin  that 
pfriod  Spiia  has  uniformly  continued  i;i  the  dominion  and  pos- 
session of  all  that  fonntry,  in  wliicii  she  siicctssivrly  ftjundel  the 
province  of  Cohagnila.  the  kingdo^n  of  New-Leon,  that  of  Niw- 
AI.  xiei<.  ike.  also  the  province  of  Texas,  wliioN  she  has  retained 
(iTitil  the  present  time.  It  is  an  unquestionatilt:  fact,  and  of  uni- 
versal notiai -ty.  that  the  wliole  country  I  an  nnw  speakinp;  of, 
was  known  from  the  hefjinnin;;  by  the  general  denomination  of 
Florida,  aad  included  all  the  coast,  from  the  point  of  Florida,  !inw 
lulled  Kist  Flerida,  to  the  Itlu  IJravo,  and  all  the  country  and  the 
waters  of  the  iiaerior:  of  this  a  full  and  uniform  proof  is  afforded 
liy  the  history,  and  must  respectahle  docinnmts  of  those  times. 
During;  the  lapse  ot  two  centuries,  the  whole  of  tliis  vast  coun- 
try was  known  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  under  no  othi  r  nauit. 
Nut  o;ily  the  Spaniards,  but  all  foreigners,  laid  it  down  in  iheir 
maps  and  charts  under  'his  name,  and  with  the  same  limits.  I 
might  her-  cite  the  Eufflish  traveller,  Dampierre,  and  several 
others,  who  thus  denouiinate  and  lay  down  tin's  heautifnl  ngion 
in  their  maps  and  descri[.tious;  hut  why  shouki  I  not  now  dwrll 
oil  what  never  adoiitted  of  a  dou'jt,  or  ehanf;-',  until  the  French- 
man, Dtlisle,  througli  iginranee,  erroneous  i-. formation,  or  partial 
motives,  extended  in  liis  idea  and  maj),  the  boundaries  of  French 
Louisiana  to  the  llio  Br»vo?  This  error,  or  extravaganc  •,  has 
ever  since  beer,  adopted  by  all  those  who  have  had  an  interest  in 
supportiii!?  the  illusion,  or  have  carelessly  or  unguardedly  copied 
the  gratuitous  suppositions  of  that  gtographer,  Hut,  as  this  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  history  of  those  early  times,  and  ihii 
most  unquestionable  documents  which  rstiblish  the  contrary,  th'  so 
chimerical  anil  absurd  vippositions  are  entitled  to  no  credit  whsii- 
ever,  atthough  they  bad  been  advanced  with  great  gravity  and 
ostentation. 

It  is  moreover  a  fact,  beyond  all  dispute,  that  the  crown  of  Spain 
was  established  as  the  lawful  owner  and  possessor  of  all  the  afore- 
said region,  and  that  it  has  uniformly  been  pn  s.-rvetl  under  her 
dumiulon  to  this  day,  with  the  exception  of  such  parts  ol  it,  as  liy 
treaties,  coiivenlions,  and  other  solenin  acts,  she  has  transfejred 
to  foreign  powers.  As  the  introduction  of  the  French  into  part 
of  that  region,  has  finmed  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  your  go- 
vernment, I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to  them.  In  the  cours  ■ 
t>f  our  late  corresfiondence,  I  stated  to  you  in  my  notes,  the  min- 
iierin  which  the  French  got  a  footing  in  iliat  part  of  the  Spanish 
(lominions.  and  how  they  proceeded  to  form  the  colony  to  which 
tl.,.y  gave  the  name  of  Louisiana. 

But,  to  forma  just  idea  of  the  estahlishmentof  that  colony,  and 
of  its  preciseextent  and  boundaries^  it  is  necessary  to  takeaview 
of  il.  at  three  ('iff  erent  periods;  fust  under  the  direction  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Fiance;  s -cond,  under  that  of  Cro/.at  and  of  the 
French  Wester  1  company,  and,  thirdly,  under  the  guvcrnment  of 
the  crown  of  France. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to  detail,  raiimtely,  the  first 
attempt  of  the  French  on  the  old  Florida,  in  lo'ii.  It  is  well 
known,  that  John  Rivaut,  to  whotn  the  conduct  of  the  expedition 
wa^  committed,  through  the  influence  of  admiral  Coligny,  was 
foinplttely  loutiii  by  the  Spaniards,  under  gi'neral  Menendez  de 
Abyl-8.  The  general  having  attaekid  the  French  in  their  fort 
of  Carolina,  I'.il  those  who  escaptd  the  assault  were  made  prisoners 
of  war:  and  having  pursued  their  vessels,  be,  and  stormy  weather, 
put  an  end  to  the  vsretched  remains  of  this  French  expedition. 
Ahyles  founded  the  castle  and  forts  of  St.' Augustine,  which  then 
bec^^me  the  capital  of  all  Florid,a,  es(ahlish..:d  various  other  posts. 
a!\u  enforced  a  respect  for  the  dominion  of  Spain  over  all  the 
toast  and  territories  of  that  vast  region.  Tlie  French  never  again 
returned  there  until  the  last  attemiit  of  th"  celebrated  La  Salle, 
v/hO,  towards  the  close  of  IfibI,  sailed  from  France  with  an  expedi- 
tion to  discovtr  the  mouths  of  tha  Mississippi;  at  this  perioil,  the 
Krerieh  had  already  established  themselves  in  the  lower  part  of 
C.inada. 

Fearful  of  meeting  a  fate  like  tlij*  of  Uivaut  they  avoided  an 
int'Tferei.ce  with  tlie  countries  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
and  confined  tliuir  establishments  n  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  savages,  or  Aborigines  of  Canada,  bad  a  knowledge  of  other 
Indian  natioos  inhabiti.ig  beyond  the  lakes,  and  of  a  very  remote' 
eountry,  watered  by  a  great  river,  which,  as  they  saiil  ran  ntither 
to  the  east,  to  the  w^rsl,  nor  to  the  north,  but  whieli  might  probably 
run  to  the  south,  and  empty  into  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  It  was 
they  who,  1660,  gdvethe  French  of  Canada  an  idea  of  this  coun- 
try iiiut  river,  although  very  limited,  vague  and  nhscure,  and  excit- 
ed ill  the  mind  of  Joliet,  an  inhabitant  of  Qu-bec,  and  of  the 
Wissionary  Marquette,  the  project  of  crossing  the  lakes,  and  pene- 
trating into  the  saiil  country,  to  explore  it  and  the  river.  I'hey 
reiji/.ed  their  project,  embarked  on  lake  Michigan,  ascended  the 
river  Ziu'as  to  its  source,  afterwards  travelled  by  innd,  and,  return- 
ing to  the  eiitrancd  ef  the  same  river,  navigated  to  tb-  westward, 
am!, on  the  2i)  June,  f573,  they  struck  the  Mississippi,  'i  hey  then 
desce)ided  tbisriv  ^r  as  low  as  the  Arkarisas  In  31"  north  latitud', 
but,  fearlul  of  falling  into  the  hands  ol  the  Spaniards,  they  afier- 
tvards  retreated  to  Canada,  and,  on  their  return,  passed  through 
thb  country  inhabited  by  the.  Illinois,  whom  they  found  disposed  to 
tr.adi-  with  iIk-  French  of  thai  colony. 

I'hii  excursion  produced  no  result  wljatcver,  and  would  have 
been  wliully  forgotten  at  the  death  of  .Marquette,  but  the  fimous 
La  Sille,  un  enttrprixing  and  resolute  man,  who  bad  co  ne  to 
Canada  with  the  design  of  exploring  a  passage  from  thence  to 
Japan, or  China,  having  heard  of  Joliet's  narr.itive,  conc-ivedthe 
ppiiject  of  repeating  the  saoie  journey.  Heeaiharkid  fur  France, 
Hlid  on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  propos-d  his  plan  to  the  prince  of  Conti 
--patronizetl  by  him,  and  the  government,  lie  returned  to  Quebec 
»mli  a  company  ..f  thirty  assuciut  s,  and  the  Chevulier  Funte,  a 
I»rave  and  e.^pcrienced  offlcer.  .".t Quebec  he  was  jiiined  by  Fa- 
tliec  Heane^iii,  aad  at  ttitj  bead  ot  this  party,  sit  u'jt  oil  the 


journey  f^irmerly  made  by  Joliet  and  Marquette.  Having  .en. 
coui)tere<l  extraordinary  diiflculiies,  be  employed  several  years  in 
accomplishing  it.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1681,  be  arrived  at  the 
Arkansas:  in  April,  of  the  following  year,  he  proceeded  :  s  low 
down  as  the  n:i)Ulb  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  the  spring  ot  lfi83, 
he  returned  to  France  to  give  an  account  of  his  discoveries.  With 
all  due  ceremony,  he  took  possession  of  the  Arkansas  and  the 
Mississippi,  in  the  name  of  tht;  crown  of  France,  although  it  v/ai 
Well  known,  that  all  those  eotintries  wer  ■  under  the  tioniiniou 
of  Spain.  In  performing  this  )ouriiey  L^i  Salle  did  no  n.ore  than 
exploredistant  eountiif  s, and  that  in  a  clandestine  and  suret  man- 
ner, being  under  the  m  cessity  (vf  defending  biniselt  Ijoih  against 
the  Spaniards  .and  the  English,  who  repeatedly  fill  in  with  and 
attacked  him. 

La  Salle  having  given  an  exaggerate  acconnt  of  hisdisdnverift 
in  this  part  of  Arm  rica,  m  as  »uthuris>  d  by  bis  court  to  search  for 
tlie  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  and  occupy  some  position  on  its 
banks.  This  was  the  objict  of  tlie  maritime  ex|>f t'ilion,  witli 
which  be  sailed  from  France,  under  the  command  ol  Beatijour, 
for  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  which  he  enter. •d  on  the  12th  of  Dec, 
1631.  In  the  note  s  I  Ian  ly  arldressed  you  at  VVasbinglon,  I  stated 
th- result  of  th!-.  exp'dition  and  of  tlie,lahors  of  La  Salle.  Driven 
on  the  coast  of  the  province  of  lexas.  it  was  with  dillKulty  tliij 
distiiiguisb>d  adventurer  found  saf<ly  in  the  buy  of  St.  Bernard; 
he  crossed  by  the  Trinty  river,  and  constructed  a  redoubt  to  dp. 
f  nd  himself  against  the  Indians;  but,  not  being  able  to  defend 
it,  he  determined  on  abandoning  the  country,  and  was  assassinated 
by  his  own  parly.  The  Indians  attacked  the  fort,  or  reihmbf, in 
which  he  haj  left  some  of  his  peopb  .  demolished  it,  and  massacred 
them.  Ot  this  unfortunate  expedition,  seven  men  only  escaped, 
fiv?  of  whom  succeeded  in  reaching  the  Arkansas,  on  the  20th  fl' 
July,  1637, and  retiirneJ  to  Montreal  in  the  May  following.  The 
oth.-rsfouod  their  way  nmong  the  Cenis  or  Asinais  Indians.  Ipre- 
suniv  that  I  base  fully  proved  to  you, in  my  fbnofr  not:  s, that ihi) 
sliipwreck  of  La  Salle  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  his  entry  into 
llie  bay  of  St.  Bernard  and  adjacent  country,  can  give  no  rifftit 
to  France  to  that  bay  and  country,  they  being  already  under  the 
dominion  of  the  crown  of  Siiain.  In  fact,  what  right  could  Franee 
have  to  extend  herself,  from  her  remote  colony  of  Canada,  to  those 
territories.'  But  France  only  authorised  La  S.ille  to  search  for 
the  mouths  of  th.i  Mississippi,  doubtless  in  the  belief  that  this  river 
was  not  within  the  Spanish  possessions.  I  also  stbled  to  you, that 
the  most  effectual  miasur'  s  were  instantly  taken  by  the  viceroy 
of  Mexico  and  the  Spanish  government,  to  drive  the  French  from 
any  position  they  might  have  occupied  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexiio, 
or  in  the  interior  '1  his  was  one  of  the  special  objects  of  llie" 
successive  expeditions  of  Alonzo  de  Leon,  Domingo  Tenm,  and 
Gregorio  Salinaj— I  say  that  this  was  one  of  the  olijects  of  iheie 
expeditions,  because  they  were  likewise  charged  with  formingdJP 
fereiit  ebtablisbments  in  the  province  of  Texas  or  of  the  Asinais, 
and  securing  the  whole  coast  from  any  i!lCur•^ion  of  fort-ignen. 
I'bey  execiiinl  the  object  of  their  mission— so  that  the  French 
made  no  further  attempts  from  that  time  to  the  cNpediiion  of 
Iberville,  in  1608,  the  period  when  the  French  first  established 
themselves  on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Iberville,  an  experienced 
sea'iien,  who  had  distiuguish'd  himsi  If  by  his  foriunafeexpeditioB 
to  Hudson's  bay,  in  1697,  appeared  off  Pensacola  with  his  squadron; 
but,  discovering  that  the  Spaniards  were  occupied  in  tbrtifj  ing  that 
place,  be  shajH-d  his  course  for  the  rivir  Mobile.  He  entered  il 
on  the  2d  of  February  of  the  same  year,  and  took  possession  of 
Massacre  Island,  which  h?  called  Dauphin  Island.  On  the  2d  of 
March,  1699,  he  entered  the  Mississippi,  and  ascended  as  high  at 
the  Bluffs;  he  there  received  a  letter  from  the  Chevalier  Fonte,by 
which  he  ascertained  that  this  was  nially  the  Mississippi,  and  that 
the  Indian  nations  which  he  had  communicated  with  showed  a 
very  favorable  'disposition  to  trade  with  the  French.  He  then 
returiud  to  .Mobile,  and,  leaving  that  place  in  the  charge  of  Sanvolt 
and  Bienville,  proceeded  to  France  to  give  an  account  of  his  ex- 
pedition. The  court  of  Spain,  having  been  already  informed  of 
these  cnterprizes,  determined  to  expel  the  French  forever  from 
those  positions,  and  from  all  t!ie  Gu  Ipli  of  Mexico;  but,  this  beinR 
about  to  be  executed,  the  death  of  Charles  the  2d  occurred,  and 
the  dnke  of  Anjou  succeeded  to  the  crown,  under  the  name  of 
Philip  ."itli.  Spain  being  then  embarrassed  with  the  war  of  siiccet- 
sion,  and  united  by  a  close  friendship  with  France,  overlookedthe 
establishment  at  -Mobile.  Iti  January,  1700,  Iberville  returnnl 
there,  but  made  no  prognss  in  his  projects,  from  the  want  of 
means  and  the  birltiess  of  the  climate.  This  feeble  colony  coH" 
tinned  to  languish,  without  any  prospect  of  realizing  the  citrava- 
guit  expectations  at  first  formed  by  the  French.  Louis  Ulh. 
setting  little  value  on  it.  conferred  the  entire  property  of  it  on 
Crozat,  in  1712.  It  is  nnne "essary  now  to  point  out  the  erroirs 
and  absurditiei  contiiiiKd  in  the  grant  of  Louis  l4th  to  Crozat,a» 
I  have  alreaily  stated  tlieni  to  you  in  detail :  I  shall,  thtrtforc,  onl^ 
have  to  sp.ak  of  the  second  period— that  of  the  establishment  ol 
this  Colony,  and  show  lis  progress.  La  Mottc-Condillac  being  ap- 
pointed governor,  and  Duclois  intendant,  of  this  famous  establisliJ 
ment.  they  formed,  with  Crozat,  a  supreme  tribunal  for  .ill  ci>'' 
and  criminal  cases.  It  was  at  that  time  that  the  excursion  of  the 
Frenchman,  St.Dennis,  into  the  interior  of  New-Spain,  took  placf, 
in  which  he  passed  through  various  Indian  nations,fruiu  the  MiW" 
sippi  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  my  former  comniunicfitions,  I  stated  v.'hat  appeared  to  uc 
necessary  on  the  character  and  movements  of  this  clebrated  ad- 
venture!.  I  shall  only  a:Ul  here,  that,  although  bis  apparent 
object  was  the  establisliment  of  a  trafiic  with  the  people  of  Nt«' 
Spain,  yet  it  merely  served  to  cover  the  design  ot  exploring  the 
Spanish  territories,  and  of  extending  t  he  S'  tlleinents  of  his  coun- 
try men  therein.  As  scon  as  his  views  were  discovered,  nicasurfs 
Were  taken  in  Mexico  lo  counteract  them,  and  vigorous  ordeM 
issued  t>y  the  court  for  the  same  purpose.  It  wns  this  imiilent 
which  produced  the  vigorous  messures  of  th,,-  vice  roy  of  McxiCOr 
tbe  duke  of  L.narts,  aiid  the  dispatch  of  the  troops  and  raisiioM' 
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e  have  a^ain  to  notify '-^ur  readers,  tlufi 
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cxira  liali  shee',  as  supplementary  to  our  last  iiuni 
ber,  accompanies  t^e  preseii*. 

Duty  mill  it>c!inatio7t.  T!ie  slnipple  between 
these  is  frequently  archiotis,  and  soinetimes  (l;s 
tressing.  We  feel  it  our  duly  slways  to  give  place 
to  documentary  maltep,  llioiitrli  't  nnonopolizes 
our  p'Res>  **"'!  oft^'n  causes  the  Hegistku  to  bt 
laid  aside  unopened — inc  ination  directs  us  to  mis- 
cellany— 'o  make  a  variety  mere  or  less  immediately 
interesting'  to  every  body,  and  securing'  a  geiierRi 
examination  of  our  sheet.  The  course  betw'een 
such  considerations  is  one  of  the  most  unplt-asani 
that  can  be  encountered  by  the  reflecting  editor  of 
a  periodical  work. 


rifnto  the  province  of  Texas,  forniing  tljp  fifth  expedition  of  the 
S|MtitBnl«  to  tliat  province;  a  fact  which  si  rves  as  a  complelr  re- 
futation of  all  that  has  keen  advamed  by  Duprat?.  and  other 
French  writers.  Alonzo  de  I.eoii  informed  the  Spanish  fjovernor, 
Alsrcon,  from  Texas,  on  thi'2Ist  ot  May,  1717.  that  he  h'id  just 
touml -d  two  esfahlishments  there,  one  ot  them  within  ten  |(aE;iie5 
oftheNatchituos,  and  that  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  the  Candmlifs 
in  consequence  of  liavi.q;  recfivtd  infnr'iiation  that  thu  French 
wer"  endoavming;  to  make  a  settlement  there,  and  that  tin  i-e  werv 
alrrariy  ten  men  of  his  nation  amoni?  tbt  Natcliitoos,  The  chief 
ul]ject  in  forniin)^  this  Spanish  setclemenl  was  to  observe  and 
I'lieck  the  French;  and  it  was  soon  ader  incr-^^sed  by  the  constrnc- 
lionof  afort  called  San  jMigntI  de  los  Adaes,  wblcli  was  ganisonid 
tiya  competent  liirce. 

Si.  Dennis  prmnoted  the  seulement  of  several  Frenchmen 
amcinji;  the  Natcbi'oos, fi>r  the  piirpoje  of  st  r\  ir.e^  as  an  ii'terniwliary 
|ifiiiit  in  his  join'ne\8  to  the  Rio  Gran<le.  Ke  caHtd  tbis  i'  ttleni-nt 
&aii  Miguel,  and  this  irive  ris*  to  the  error  of  Cbaoipijjiiy,  ivbo 
lias  fiinfoiMided  tbi<  paltry  i  stahlisbmt  nt  with  tiiat  of  the  Adae«. 
TliHt  wbich  was  liirlnul  by  the  Fiench  ca')iujt  be  considered  of 
ajiy  importance  nntil  May,  1717,  wlien  the  jjovtrnor  of  Mobile 
first  sent  a  conimandani,  with  a  party  of  ten  nit  u,  as  a  ganisoti;  al 
which  time  the  Spanish  fort  of  llie  Ailaes  was  alreadj  biuli.  Such 
WHS  the  orig;in  ot  the  Kr-^ncii  settlennMii  and  lorl  at  Natchitoches, 
the  only  scqnisitiKn  made  liy  the  colony  of  Biloxi,  or  Mobile,  in 
the  neic;hborhood  of  the  Hi  >  Roxo,(i<ed  River)  under  Ci-ozsl  or 
(lie  wesirro  cotnpany.  In  171K  the  company  laid  (he  (oundation 
or  New-Orleans,  to  which  the  (General  Kiivemineot  of  the  lolony 
was  transferred  in  1722  and  the  settlement  of  Biloxi  abtndoned. 
In  .Tune,  17ii,3,  Bienville  endeavoretl  to  take  possession  of  the  hay 
<il  Si.  .1  isephs;  hut,  beine:  oi)posed  by  Salinas,  the  -ipanish  governor 
of  Pmsacola.  lie  desiste<t  from  bis  attempt.  Thus,  the  colony  went 
on  without  nialiin^  any  pnii^ress,  until  theFrd'ch  company,  tired 
out  with  tbe  ilisviers  and  hisses  it  had  sutfer-'d  in  the  wars  with 
the  neit'hhorii-'g  Indians,  and  cinivinced  of  the  inutility  of  that 
establishment, surrendered  their  privilefje  to  the  crown  in  1733  or 
1734,  which  !oro,s  the  last  peri'xl  of  th:^t  c-jleny. 

1  ha\e  made  no  mention  of  the  French  settlements  in  the 
Arkansas  and  the  Illinois,  as  they  were  formed  by  people  from 
Canada,  an!  tob  rated  by  Spain  merely  as  places  occupied  for  the 
purpose  of  tradinfj  with  the  Indians;  because,  from  the  reasons  I 
^ave  touched  on,  it  is  evident  that  France  conH  bave  no  rig;ht  to 
occupy  them  hut  throngli  the  perniisinon.or  toleration  of  Spain. 
Lnuisthe  14th  bad  declared  to  bis  Catholic  majesty's  goviTnnient, 
that  he  occupied  Mobile  and  other  places  in  that  region,  solely 
with  a  view  to  aiil  Spain  in  case  of  a  war  with  the  English;  and 
having  requested  permission  of  his  Catholic  majestv  to  kcrp  a 
furee  at  Mobile  fur  that  purpose,  it  was  refused  by  the  advice  of 
tlie  council  of  the  Indies.  I  he  situation  of  the  French  colony 
did  not  improve  under  the  inmntliato  administrali<ni  of  the  gc- 
ycrnment;  part  of  it  was  ceiled  by  his  Catholic  oiajesty  to  England 
in  1763,  and  the  other  part,  that  is  the  city  and  island  of  New-Or- 
Ifaiis,  was,  as  you  know,  culed  and  d.livered  to  S(5ain  in  1769. 
■fliat  colony  was  considerably  improved  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  by 
(he  establishment  of  several  new  settleniet>ts.  It  was  retrncedeo, 
tugeihtr  with  them,  to  France  in  1800,  by  virtue  id  a  treaty  ill 
svhich  it  was  stipulated  that  Spain  retroceded  it  witli  the  same 
esient  it  had  when  in  the  pussi  ssion  of  France,  and  which  it  had 
at  ths  conclusion  of  that  treaty,  in  the  hands  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty. 1  consider  all  that  I  have  alreadv  stated  to  voii  on  (bis  point 
ts  repeated  here;  and  I  shall  oidy  add,  that  although  the  secret 
Cimvcntlon  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  was  coitclnried 
in  I7G3.  the  two  high  contracting  parties  reserved  to  ihenist  Ives 
the  right  of  alterwards  agreeing  on  the  suitable  lime  for  its  ileli- 
Very  (o  Spain,  in  consequence  of  wbicb  Fianee  continued  in 
possession  cf  it  until  ^7^9.  As  this  act  is  iimlisputed,  and  coin- 
phted  and  realized  the  cession,  it  is  clear  that  it  conl.1  not  com- 
rrrhend  the  territories  ceded  six  \fars  before  to  Gr<at  Britain. 
Ala  lurthcr  proof,  we  have  to  adduce  the  royal  Cedula  of  his 


Catholic  majesty,  issued  at  Barcelona,  and  coinmu.iic:;ted  to  the 
French  governni-nt,  in  which  his  niajesty  declares,  (hat  ha 
retrocedos  Louisiana  with  the  s;nne extent  it  had  when  barcceiTefl 
it  from  France,  wliieh  decLiiation  si  ri  s  as  an  addilion  (o  (hi: 
treaty  of  St  Ildefoiiae,  .nud  was  t':inr<.rnied  (o  by  the  French  go'- 
verninent,  w'lo  juade  u<t:  oj'  .b'  said  r  ival  Cedula  of  his  CathnliO 
majesty  intaKjng  possession  of  the  jirovincf  thus  tetroceded,  with* 
niii  any  other  eluini  or  d<'ii')nd  on  thoir  part. 

In  (he  simple  epituniL  which  1  have  presented  of  the  prinpipW 
and  progress  (if  the  Frsnch  settlements  in  This  part  of  the  A  'e  ri* 
ean  continent,  I  have  only  touched  on  the  capital  [loints,  such  as 
are  sutlicii;nr  to  reinovi-ali  grounds  of  tb"  present  ilispnte.     I:nf» 
reMdy  to  prove,  in   th*    uio>i  an  jile  maini'-r,  nil  'hat   I   hav>'  h!*- 
vain'id,  by  a  nniltitude  of  iudispuiable  documents,  which  I  wilt 
produce,  ifnecessarj.  the  moment  it  .^lay  be  iigri. Tide  to  yon.  ami 
you  will  ijuftum  me  of  your  wi»h  to  cunfrnnt  (b^in  wi(h  wli.it  t 
hav«  stjtid.     All  the  errors  which  have  been  di.«ioiiiat«d  in  tht^ 
narratives  and  maps  of  (he  French  atitliors,  and  otbtr  forti^'ner* 
who  have  committed  sU'h  enoriooiis  livVi  tiioiis  tbrongh  ignorance^ 
interest,  or  tb^  influence  of  national  pv  ji.i'iee,  will  then  be  cor-' 
recteil,   and  the  faPt   fstahlished    beyond   all   d.jniit.  that    France 
never  p'^ssesseil  any  thing  to  tbe  left  ot  tb     Mississip(ii,  and  that, 
to  the  riclif,  slie  held  the  post  of  Nvitcbitothes.  Natchi-z,  Arkvinsa^j 
and  tiir  lilinois,  sohlj  by  (be  piirmission  or  toleration  of  Spaiu,  a« 
liiave  before  stuted.      i  be  seulenienis  at  Opeliisas.  Avoydles  init 
Atacapas,  were  not  yet  formed  in  17'i2,  as  is  admitted  and  Ktrirmed 
by  Mr    Rosso,  of  the  French  navy,  who  did  not  I  ave  Lonisiamj 
until  tliat  year,  and  who  afterwuiMs  pnblishfd  his  voy.tgtis  to  the 
West  Indies  :  nor  were  there  any  coMimandants  of  those  «■  ttlemeiit  j 
appoijitf'd  by  the  guvernment.  except  tnuler  (ha  dominion  of  Sl)aiI^• 
La  Fnnrehe,  which  is  situat' d  iiuidi  neiir-r   to  New-Orl- aiis.  win 
only'luguii  to  !w  occupied  by  (he  French  in  I7fi3.     Vilhinoiid.  s 
Freiicbmun, established  bimsi  if  on  the  river  Oiuicliita.  or  ili^  Blaclt 
river.  (Itio  Negro)  during  (be  S' cond  pei'ind  of  Louisiana,  by  oe- 
cnpying  a  small  valley;  but  (his  piiv:ite  Si  tdement  was  not  kep:^' 
up.  but  afterwards  abandoned.     What  took  place  at  the  Arkansas^ 
Illinois,  and  the  Missouri,  could  givt'  Fr.uice  no  right  wliatevertfn 
the  posts  which  she  happened  to  establish  and  retain,  and  which 
wen;  not  claiuied  by  Spain.    All  the  rest  conblnot  beconsidereil 
as  an  intt-gral  part  of  Frencli  Louisiana  unli!  (he  period  of  (he 
cession  (o  Euglaud.  and  of  tha  lestidition  and  ilelivery  to  Spain.. 
It  is  tberefijit:  easv  to  ascertain  and  de.tTmine  what  was  thaestenf, 
of  Louisiana  in  the  iiossusion  <if  the  Fninch,  ami  what  vvere  it; 
exact  boundaries.     Moreover, although  ihehyputhtS'S  be  admittv  d, 
that  she  b.id,  or  might  have,  some  right  to  otbir  parts  of  this  vast 
connlry,  she  transferred  i(  to  England  by  tin'  cession  she  made  of 
■  tin  1763.     And  when  Spuiii  acquired  from  England  the  (erriiory 
cMled  to  the  latter,  she  iiicludeu  theixia  this  right,  such  as  it  inight 
l)e.     Haviug  i«troce<led  to  France,  in    1800.  only  what  she  ha  1 
received  from  her,  it  is  evident  that  she  coulil  nut  restoro  to  lief 
this  preteiidtid  right.    Undfr  whatev.r  aspect,  therefore,  we  vie\t' 
the  question,  the  rights  hitherto  siiitained  by  (he  govtrn^ient  of 
his  Catholic  toajestyiD  the  present  dispute  rmnain  nnqiiesdoiiablej 
I  allude  (o  them  merely  (o  give  you  the  most  siitisfac(ory  proofa 
of  this  truth,  and  to  establish,  in  respect  to  the  uti  /logsidelit,  or 
state  of  possession  of  1763  and  1769,  the  basis  which  it  is  indispeii 
sable  to  lay  do'.fn  for  the  general  and  d.'-finitive  settlement  of  alt 
peiidiiig  dirfereuces  bttween  the  tw  o  gov.  rnments.     In  that  basin 
will  likewise  be  compreb'etided  all  the  angmeniation  widi  whicU 
Spain  delivered   Louisiana  (o  France,  ami  all   that  by  triatics,  or 
other  lawful  acts,  has  heeu  ced*d  to  (he  United  S[a(es. 

His  majesty,  carrying  his  pardcular  consideradonldr  the  UnitK^ 
Status,  and  his  sincere  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  your  govern- 
ment,  as  far  as  is  compatible  widi  tho  rights  and  dignity  of  hif 
crown,  has  authorised  me  to  reniove  the  pri'icipal  difliciilties.  an^l 
to  oliorthu  government  of  this  republic  the  liberal  proposals  wbicli 
Ihavc  the  honor  to  tnclos.-3  iu  a  separate  paper. 

If  these  proposals  should,  as  I  hope,  apptar  admissible  and  satis" 
fictory  to  your  government,  all  the  rest  whic'i  it  will  be  requisite 
to  change  or  add,  to  perfect  the  difinitive  adjustment  between  thts 
two  powers,  cannot  fail  to  follow  of  course,  and  he  easy  to  arrangt  < 
Rinally,  if  tbtre  should  arise  any  difficulty  or  dnnbt  in  the  ininil 
of  the  president  upon  any  one  of  tbein,  which  I  can  remove  or 
clear  up,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  mad.^acquanifi  d  ■.villi  it,  and  n!o>I 
cht'<rtully  do,  tiir  that  purpose,  whatever  maybe  within  the  limita 
of  my  powers  and  instructions.  I  conceive  that  what  I  now  priH 
pose  is  tu-st  calculated  to  cnncjiate  al!  the  (iifi'erent  views  an"d 
claims,  and  to  adjust  all  pending  ditfcrauces  upon  just  and  liberal 
priiKiples;  it  being  evidoni,  n.oreuvcr,  that  the  advantages  are 
wholly  iu  favor  of  ihe  United  States. 

Ill  concluding  this  note,  I  beg  luave  to  reprat,  that  if,  before  w'S 
agree  onwhatis  requisite  to  effect  tliu  desired  arrangement,  »n<I 
with  a  vi(fw  to  ^a-oceed  to  it  with  a  unjre  pertec(  eonVictioU  ol* 
Ihe  niiquesdonable  righ(s  of  each  one  of  tile  two  powers,  you 
sbniild  (hiiik  it  advise.-ible  that  we  should  n  o  iify  and  eorrvct  any 
points  stated  in  the  present  nott ,  by  the  productimi  ami  txamiiia  - 
tion  of  the  documentary  proofj  wliicli  I  bive  ofiered,  I  am  readv 
to  submit  thijm  the  moment  I  receive  sncli  intimadon  from  you. 
Ill  the  mean  time,  1  repeat  (he  assuraiicej  of  ni)  respect,  ai»-i' 
pray  Goi!  to  preserve  you  m^ny  ye^lr^. 

LUIS  PS  ONJ'3. 
Mashtnston,  Octojier  24(h,  18 IS. 
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S^      NIJ.ES'  REGiSTER^JANUARY  2,  18 1 9— RELATIONS  ^VITH  SPAIN, 


'rraiislafinii  ofpri/po.filions  raiivrd  in  Mi:  Onis's  letter  uf  OetAev 
21///.  18)8. 

1st.  T!ie  Uiiitnl  Slates lifiiai e  tl. lit  they  dicply  vpgrel  tlip  TinFa- 
t'lD!)  i>f  tlic  Sji;iiilsli  tiTiitoi'v  liy  the  troops  iiiidfr  the  tijmm;iint  ai 
p-Mi.  ili:'.kso:i;  aii<!  th;it,  its  Ijtinp  iloin'  uiilidiit  theii'  orJtrs,  am!, 
:'.thi.-g  iiii':il  slat,  s,  inlli  tin- vi- \v  ii(  t.  nmiiatiiig  mure  [ironiptly 
i'nj  Why  atjaiiist  the-  Iinlniiis.  the  Vnited  States  will  ivslnre  the 
t'.-Ai)  111' I'.-iisticoIa,  ai;:!  the  Ibrts  i)t' P,;<n-niic;is.  St.  ^}al■ks  and  the 
I'tlier  trri:''U-y  (iceiipin!  in-  their  fruups,  in  the  I'luyiilas,  to  ttie 
Spaitiih  iifi'n-r'..  (Ii;l)'  anllmri'.t:  tl  liy  his  Ciiihirlic  inaj' sty  to  take 
j!tv.s('VsiiMi  111"!!)'.  i;i;)lii'  t'iiiie<l  Slates  biinu;  aii.swi-ralile.  as  is  liist,  ; 
ior  til'-  V  ijiirii'  eaustil  hy  ihe  i  eiirsioris  of  the  troops  oi  the  uiiiim,  i 
IS  welliiilie  iniMH  1.1  bpain  as  lo  its  siihjefts— upon  which  point, 
ifri' j.»..!>er  srii'ol. lions  5h:;lf  be  instrtedin  thr  treaty. 

2ri.  H'.s  (  Hiliclif  iiiij.sly.  io  ijiveun  eniiiie'it  proof  of  his  pene- 
itisil V,  ".nil  I  f  liie  <1;  ilic  Vitiith  anim.ites  him  to  slrfiiglhen  the 
li;  so!'  fri<-iii'«liip  aiu!|o;'c;..oil  iin.U  rilaiidiii^  with  ihp.Uniird  States, 
r.-.fl  to  ji'it  an  em!  to  tlit  ditf-r.  lie  s  w!iic!i  now  exist  betwc-inthe 
11VO  f;overiiM:riits.  ceiies  to  tin  m,  ill  ti.ll  property  ain!  soven  i.t^iUy, 
t:u'  priMisces  oS  Kast  aod  Wist  Florida,  wiih  altt'it-ir  towns  and 
t.ris. -^n.-h  as  ih.ywere  C(  d.  ill)y  Gr.ai  Biitaiii,  in  IT83,  aad  wit!: 
I  he  li  i.its  Mliiili  de.Mjjiiated  them  in  the  treaty  of  limits  and  of 
n.diR.'tio",  rfiiilnilec!  l)i-t\veen  Spain  and  ilie  United  States,  on 
iue  -''/ihcjf  ():toU  r,  i7V)5  :  lli*  donations  or  sales  of  lanils,  o.ade 
ll  the  jiv.MTiinient  ot  his  n.aj;  sty,  or  hy  ltn;a!  amhoiilies,  until 
tliis  l!iH»-,  are.  nivi-ithel.  ss,  to  her.  eogniziil  as  valid. 

3.!.  'I'oavoirlall  cause  of  dispute,  in  fnlure,  t^ie  limits  of  tlie 
resoeeiive  poss.  ssious  of  hijth  f;ov<  miiients,  to  the  wesi  of  the 
?>i<sisb,ppi,  iliall  he  li.  si^niated  by  a  line,  begiiminp  on  the  (iiilf 
f'l"  Alexieo,  h.  tuein  the  rivers  Mannenla  and  Careaset,  foUowing' 
til"  Anav,'9  l!oii<[,i  h  tw.en  the  Ad^is  and  Natchitoelit-s,  cmssing 
the  Uo.\o  OF  Ked  ri\er,  at  ttie  3.:d.  degree  of  latitude,  and  93d 
c!'  >:rte  of  lon;;itmle  from  London,  aecoidiiig  to  Alelish's  map;  and 
th.  ace  rnnntiiij  diivuly  norlil,  erossinj,'  the  Arkansas,  the  White, 
riM.i  ihe  Osaive  nv<  rs,  ;:ll  it  strikes  the  Misiioiui.  and  then  follow- 
i-  fr  ihe  n  id/ile  ol  ilsai  rl>er  to  its  sonree— so  that  tlie territory  on  the 
r  H'lt  hank  of  ihe  siid  river,  wdl  belong  toS.iaiii;  and  that  on  the 
Itl'i  l.anii  to  ihe  U.iit' ti  Stiles.  The  navigaiion  hs  well  of  the 
Mlssciiri  as  of  the  Mississippi  and  Marmtnta,  sliall  remain  free  to 
t  ic  sii'Jiets  of  1  otli  |>o\vi  rs. 

I'o  lix  this  line  vviih  imirepretision,  and  to  place  t!ie  land  marks 
«  h.eli  shall  ilesignaieexacily  the  limits  of  butli  nations,  each  of 
tie-  contratlinir  parlies  shall  appoint  u  commissioner  and  a  sur- 
Vfvor,  wlio  sliiil!  lute  t  heiijie  the  terniinalionol  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  ratifjcaiioii  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red 
liv^-r.  and  proceed  to  run  and  murk  ihe  said  line,  in  conformity 
lowliat  isahijve  affreeJ  upon  and  stip>ilated:  tlitysliall  make  out 
.liluiis,  and  keep  jonriiah  of  tiair  proce»-dinijs,  and  ihe  result 
Hgivcil  ii|ionhy  them  sImU  be  coiisi<lered  us  part  of  this  treaty, 
Hiid  shall  have  the  samel'orce  as  if  it  were  inserted  thereiu.  'Ihe 
two  go\erume!its  will  amicahly  af;ree  respecting  the  netissaryar- 
ticjss  to  btluriiis.'ieil  lo  those  pi  rsoiis,  and  also  as  to  their  respec- 
tive tst'orts,  should  s<ich  be  deemed  necessary. 

4111.  'the  two  coiitracting  parties,  animated  hy  the  most  sin- 
cere desire i.'fcimeiiialion,  and  with  a  view  of  eradicatinjj  all  the 
disciiasioiis  which  exist  between  thum,  and  to  hasten  the  conclu- 
siou  of  a  delinitive  and  prompt  arrangement  .by  which  the  good 
\iiidersfaintin(i;  they  tksire  pttp-tualiy  to  iiianitain  wilh  each 
till, I  r,  may  he  sirei.glhi-i.cd,  r«  ciprocally  rrnuuiieeall  claims  for 
tiamapes  or  injuries,  which  they  themselves,  or  their  respective 
bubjecis  or  citizens,  may  have  suffered,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  b».  whether  they  have  or  have  nut  been  presented  or  made 
nnlii  tliis  date,  so  tliat  tbey  are  lo  be  considered  as  entirely  cancel- 
lid  and  adjusted,   excepting  those  vhicli  are  specified  in  article 

Istr' 

ith.  The  treafr  oflimits  r.nd  navigation,  of  1795.  remains  in 
I'l.ice  in  all  aiidiaeh  one  of  ils  articles;  hut,  to  avoid  qiiesiions 
ji)  future  as  to  the  meaning  ol  the  15th  article,  in  which  it  is  sti- 
jjukited  tJiut  i  hr  Jiag  f/ial!  cuvcr  the  propiriy,  the  two  hi^;h  con- 
tiiictiiij;  parliis  at.iee  tliat  this  n.ay  he  understood  with  respeit 
to  those  p.iwcrs  who  n  cognize  this  piinciple;  but,  if  one  of  t!ie 
bellig<  lints  should  not  reeocnize  it,  the  above  ciiud  daus-e  of  the 
sail!  15lh  article  shall  iMit  remain  obligatory  on  either  of  the  two 
coiitraciiiig  jiariies,  who  may  act  as  they  think  proper  on  this 
point,  wliheilt  f,iving  room  for  complaints  or  claims,  or  beiii^ 
iL-nsideicd  as  iiiliiiigiiig  the  before  nieiitiuned  15th  artitle. 

Wh.  Althotigh  the  two  high  contracting  parlies  oblige  them- 
selves 10  cause  the  slipulation  contained  in  this  treatv,  and  in 
that  of  limiis  and  of  iiavigauvn,  at  1795,  to  be  complied  wjih,  in 
all  till  ir  parts— nevertheless,  desirous  of  avoiding  allrii>ubtor  inis- 
iulrrpveialion  of  i heir  tispictive  clauses,  they  oblige  themselves 
to  make  the  declaiationa  or  laws  requisite  lor  the  most  exact' ob- 
'  servaiiei  ol'all  that  is  abu>e  stipulated,  as  good  faith. and  the 
liujiur  ofbotli  govtrnnieiiis,  require— adojitiiig  the  most  efiica- 
cions  measures  to  renady,  and  to  cut  up  by  the  roots,  ih,-  ahusrs 
vliich,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  contrary  to  what  is 
exjiressly  stipulated  ia  the  treaty  of  17y5,aUi>ve  cited,' daily  occur 
in  sonie  ports  ot  this  union,  in  consequmce  of  the  vague  and  ai- 
liitraiy  iiiterpreiatioii  which  it  seems  the  measures  until  now 
adopted,  arc  suscejililik'  oj;and  by  which  means  the  law  is  eluded. 
7lh.  In  consiueration  of  the  sacrifices  which  his  Catholic  uiaies- 
ty  makes,  dejirivnig  liimsilf,  in  favor  of  the  United  Stales,  of  the 
•'iifiportaiit  provinces  of  the  t<-vo  Kloridas,  to  satisfy  and  to  caueel 
Ibrever,  all  their  claims,  the  Uiiitid  States  will  eertily,  in  due 
Jorm.  that  they  have  not  reeei\ed  any  compensation  from  Fra  ice. 
16r  the  injuries  tluy  suU'ired  from  iier  privateers,  consuls,  and' 
tr'kbunals,  on  the  coasis  and  in  the  ports  of  Sjiaiii,  and  tin  y  wiil 
present  an  •.utheiitic  slat,  nn  iit  of  the  prizes  made,  aiidot  their 
ifu£  value,  tUut  Sjiaiu  may  chim  froni  France  the  rt-turn  of 
ilijs  rniount. 


Tlie  secretary  of  s'ate  to  don  Luis  de  Onis. 

Ill  PAKTSIKNT  OF    STATE,       ^ 

■^Vashinglop,  Oct.  31,  1818.^ 
Your  letter  cf  the  24th  inst.  and  the  proposals 
contained  in  it,  offered  as  the  basis  ot  a  treaty,  far 
Uie  adjustment  of  all  the  subjects  in  discus.Moii, 
between  tiie  United  States  arid  Spain,  have  been 
leceivetl  and  laid  before  the  president  oftheUiuted 
S  (ties. 

I  am  directed  by  him,  to  forbear  entering  into 
any  examination  of  the  historical  disq«isition  con- 
cerning'  lite  original  preVensions  of  Spain  to  al! 
the  territories  bordering  on  the  (iuiph  of  Mexico, 
and  the  whole  country,  included  in  the  French  co 
lony  of  Loi'.isiana,  which  you  have  thought  piy. 
per  to  introduce  into  your  note.  The  right  oftlie 
United  States  to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  all  the 
•Aaters  flowing  into  it,  and  to  all  the  territorifs 
watered  by  them,  remains  as  entire  and  unshaken 
by  any  thing  now  adduce.l  by  you.  rs  by  any  thing 
which  iiad  ever  preceded  it,  in  the  discussions  be- 
tween the  two  governments.  It  is  establislied  be- 
yond the  power  of  further  controvpr.sy,  nor  could 
it  answer  anv  ut-eful  purpose  to  reproduce  proofs 
which  have  already  more  than  once  been  shewr, 
and  whicli  vemeining  unimpaired,  must  henceforth 
be  considered  by  the  W.  States  not  susceptible  cf 
refutation. 

In  confining  my  attention  to  the  propositions 
whicl)  ymi  offer,  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  I  have  to 
observe  that  any  other  proceedings  upon  the  first 
of  them  iiave  been  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  de- 
termination  promptly  taken  by  this  government  and 
coiiimunicated  to  you,  to  restore  tlte  Forts  of  Bar- 
rapcasand  St  Maiks,  together  wilh  Pcnsacola,  to 
any  person  duly  feuihorised  by  you,  or  otherwise 
by  your  government,  lo  receive  them.  You  have 
been  informed  of  the  evidence  inculpating  the  go- 
venors  of  those  places,  not  only  as  having  utterly 
nej;lected  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulation  in  the 
treaty  of  1795,  by  which  Spain  was  botifid  to  re- 
strain, /'.y  />y:-ce,  the  Indians  within  her  territories, 
from  committing  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  or  their  citizens;  but,  as  having  deeply 
participated  in  the  hostilities  of  those  same  Indi- 
ans. You  have  been  informed  that  these  were  the 
real  and  only  causes  of  the  occupation  of  tliose 
places  by  the  comtnander  of  the  Americkn  forces 
Under  these  circumstances,  however  the  United 
States  may  regret  the  necessity  of  that  occupation, 
it  is  for  the  Spanish  officers  themselves  to  answer 
to  their  sovereign  for  the  consequences  of  their 
own  condticl;  and  the  forbearance  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  their  respect  for  the  rights  and 
the  honor  of  Spain,  are  sufSciently  manifested  by 
their  readiness  to  restore  liie  possession,  and  to 
consign  lo  oblivion  the  hostile  conduct  of  thoseot- 
ficers  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 

The  uselessness  of  any  stipulation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  first  proposition,  is  further  demonstra- 
ted by  the  nature  of  the  second,  in  which  you  an- 
nounce your  authority  to  cede  all  the  property 
and  sovereignty  possessed  by  Spain,  in  and  oyer 
the  Fioridas.  The  effect  of  this  measure  being 
uecess'irily  to  remove  all  causes  of  coniention  be- 
tween the  coninicting  parties,  with  regard  to  Uie 
^>cssession  of  those  territories,  and  to  every  thing 
tiicide.;-.alto  them,  it  wonkl  be  worse  than  super- 
fluous to  stipulate  frjr  restoring  them  to  Spani,  m 
the  very  treaty  by  which  '-hey  are  to  be  ceded  m 
full  sovereigii';v  and  possession  to  the  United  State*- 
N.i  !  er  can  the  U-ited  Sutes  recognise  as  vaiift 
ail  t^.e  grpuvs  of  land  uutil  this  time;  »""'.  "Vlf 
same  tiiae,  renounce  all  their  claims  and  those 
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their  citizens,  for  damage:?  and  injuries  sustained 
by  thf  m,  and  for  the  reparation  of  which  Spain  is 
iins«-  ( -ible  to  them.  It  is  well  knnwn  to  you,  sir, 
th;\t  notice  has  been  piven  by  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  in  Spain,  to  your  government,  that 
all  the  grants  of  lands  lately  alleged  to  have  been 
male  by  your  povernmeiit,  within  those  territories, 
must  be  cancelled,  unless  your  government  should 
provide  some  other  adequate  fund,  from  which  the 
cbims  above  referred  to,  of  the  United  Slates  and 
their  citizens,  may  be  SRtisfied.  From  the  pnswers 
of  don  Jose  Pizarro  to  this  notice,  we  have  reasott 
to  expect  that  you  will  be  sen'^ibU  of  that  neces- 
sity, and  that  some  time  must  be  agreed  upon, 
s  ibseqnent  to  which  no  grant  of  the  lands  within 
the  territories  in  question  sliall  be  considered  as 
valid. 

The  boundary  line  proposed  by  you,  west  of  the 
SJlississippi,  can  as  little  be  assented  to  by  the  U. 
Slates.  Instead  of  it,  1  am  authorised  to  propose 
to  yo'i  the  following-,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  is  to 
be  ronsidered  as  the  final  offer  on  the  part  of  the  U. 
St.ites. 

lir-l^nning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  on 
the  Gulphof  Mexico:  following  the  course  of  the 
sail  liver  to  the  thirty  second  degree  of  latitude: 
the  eastern  bank  and  all  the  islands  in  the  said 
river,  to  belong  to  the  United  Staies;  and  western 
bank  to  Spain — thence  due  north  to  i.he  northern- 
most part  of  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  until  it  strikes  the  Kio  Uoxo,  or  Red 
liivei;  thence  following  the  course  of  tiie  said  ri- 
ver to  its  source,  touching  the  chain  of  Snow 
Motintains  in  latitude  37^  25'  north,  longitude 
105°  15'  west,  or  thereabout,  as  mvrked  on  Me- 
lish's  map:  thence  to  the  summit  of  said  moun- 
tains, and  following  the  chain  of  the  same  to  the 
4lst  parallel  of  latitude:  thence  following  the  Sfid 
parrallel  of  latitude  41,  to  the  «oulh  sea.  'i'iie 
northern  bank  of  the  said  Red  River,  and  all  the 
islands  therein,  to  belong  to  the  United  States; 
and  the  southern  bank  of  the  same  to  Spain. 

It  is  believed  that  this  line  will  render  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  for  fixing  it  more  pre- 
cisely, unnecessarj;  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose 
ef  ascertaining  the  spot  ^where  the  river  Sabine 
f.lls  upon  latitude  32,  north,  and  the  line  thence 
<liie  roi'th,  to  the  Red  River,  and  ti»e  point  of  lati- 
tude 41,  north,  on  the  ridge  of  the  Srow  Moun- 
tains. To  which  appointment  of  commissioners 
this  government  will  readily  agree. 

'I he  United  States  will  agree  to  the  proposal 
that  the  contracting  parlies  shall  mutually  re 
lionnce  all  claims  for  damages  or  injuries  which 
thej',  their  citizens  or  subjects  have  received  from 
each  other,  until  the  d.ite  of  the  treaty;  it  being 
always  understood  that  all  grants  of  lands  in  aiiy 
part  of  the  territories  to  be  ceded  by  Spain  to  the 
U.  States,  subsequent  to  the  ye&r  1802,  are  to  be 
held  null  and  void. 

'fliis  renunciation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  will  soon  be  imderstood  to  extend — 

1st.  To  all  the  cases  of  claims  provided  for  by 
the  convention  of  1S02. 

-1.  To  all  cases  of  claims    on  account  of  cap 
iiires  by  French  privateers,  and  condemnations  by 
French  consuls,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction 
otSpain. 

3 !.  To  .ill  claims  of  indemnities,  on  account  of 


the 


ite  at  New  Or- 


iiie  suspension  of  the  right  of  deposi 

leans  in  1802. 

■    ^^^-  -^"d  to  all  claims  of  citizens  of  tlie  United 

Staies^^  \}pnn  the   government  of  Spain,  statements 

<''  whrch,  Eolicitiii}^  the  mterposiliou  of  the  govertT- 


•nent  of  the  United  States,  shall  hav<  bfen,  before 
the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  snce  the  date  of  the 
convention  of  1802,  presented  either  to  the  de^- 
partment  ofstafeof  t!)e  Uiiited  Sr;itfSj  or  to  the 
minister  of  the  United  State.i,  in  Spun.  Hut  riot 
to  claims  which  tiie  individuals  of  ihp  United 
States  may  have  against  those  ofSniiuj  or  against 
the  .Spanish  goyeriiment,  on  any  other  a'^r.oiint. 

The  United '-^ fates  will  exonerate  Sr>;iin  from  ■j.\'\ 
demands  in  future,  on  account  of  t'ne  aiiov  nen- 
tioned  claims;  and  undertake  to  nlake  sat i- fact ioc 
fir  the  same,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
liors  of  dollars. 

To  ascertain  the  full  amount  and  validity  of  rho>e 
claims,  a  commission,  to  consist  of  tSree  c.^mmis- 
sioners,  shall  be  .ipp '.mted  by  the  president  of  ths 
Uniied  States,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent 
of  the  .senate,  which  commission  sliali  meet  a'; 
W'jishington,  and  witliin  tl)e  space  of  thiee  years 
shall  receive,  examine,  and  decide  upon  the  .i- 
mount  and  validity  of  all  clain>s  co'ning  withiri 
ths  descriptions  abnvemenlioned,  .\n  I  liie  Spa- 
"\ih  government  sliuU  furnish  .'dl  sucii  documents 
and  elucidations  as  may  be  in  their  po^ifssinn,  fo;- 
the  adjustment  of  the  said  claims,  according  to 
the  principles  of  justice:  the  said  documents  to  be 
specified  when  demanded,  at  the  instance  of  the 
sa'<d  comni!Ssioner.s. 

Your  fifth  proposition  isj  that  the  treaty  of  li- 
mits and  navigation  of  iT'Oo  shidl  remain  in  force, 
in  all  and  each  of  its  articles,  with  the  exception 
of  tiiat  part  of  the  l.Hh  article  wl^ich  siipalates 
thit   the^flag  shnU  cover  the  f>"o')i'>''!/. 

Tiie  2d,  3d,  4tb,  21st,  and  the  s^aond  clause  c^ 
the  22d  article  of  the  treaty  of  lt95,  liave  either 
received  their  entire  expc.uion,  and  can  nrt  longer 
be  considered  as  remaining  in  force,  or  have  been 
rendered  inoperative  by  subsequent  events.  Wli.at- 
ever  relates  in  them  to  liiuits,  or  to  the  navigatioti 
of  the  .Mississippi,  has  been  extiiiji^iri-died  by  thc^ 
cess.ition  of  Liiuisiaua  tn  France,  and  by  her  to 
the  United  States,  with  th.e  ex'.epli  ^n  of  the  line 
between  the  Uniied  States  and  Florida,  which  wilt 
also  be  aniuilled  by  the  cession  of  Florida,  w!)ich 
you  now  propose.  I  am  auihori^L-d  to  agree  to 
the  confirination  and  recognilioti  of  all  the  remain* 
ing  articles  of  that  treaty,  as  still  in  fjrce.  And 
to  assent  to  the  exception,  proposed  by  you,  of 
part  of  the  1.5th  article,  to  this  extent — '1  iiat,  if 
hereafter,  eitlier  of  the  contr.ictitig  parties  shait 
be  at  war  widi  a  third  party,  avid  the  other  neu» 
tral,  the  fiag  of  the  neutral  sliall  cover  the  pro- 
peity  of  enemies,  vviiose  governments  recognise 
the  same  principle,  and  not  of  others. 

Your  sixth  prf)p';s!tion  is  in:idinissifde>     The  l^. 
Slates  do  not  know  that  any  additional  laws  or  de- 
claraiions  are  necessary  to  secure  the  folRlment  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  of  her  engagements  in  tlie  trea- 
ty of  1795.     Numerous  and  just    as    their    com- 
plaints have  been,  of  the  vioUuio..:s  of  that  treat)-, 
under  the  authority  of  Spain,   they  consider  tli-j 
Spanish  govei-i-iment  fully   c:)mpelent  to  ma.ke  re- 
p.ir.dion  for   them,  and  to  secure  the  faitliful  ob- 
servance of  their  engagements  in   future,  without 
new  laws  or  d(  claraiior.s.     Nor  are  they  aware  of 
any  vague  or  arbitrary  interpretation  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  tlijs  union,  by  wliic.h,  contrary  to  the  hiv.-s 
of  nations,  or  to  the  stipulations   of  tlie  trf  aiy  of 
1795,   the  law   is   eluded.     The   interpretation  or 
construction  given  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
of  179.5,  within  the  United   Spates,  are  subject  ui 
the  decisions  of  (he  jiidlcial  tribunals  of  the  Uniied 
States,  who  are  bound  to  consider   all   treaties  .ig 
the  s'^pieme  luvv  of  Iht;  laral.     Their  proceedlngv 
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are  all  public,  and  tlieif  decisions  upon  all  ques- 
lions  'if  interpretation  arp  recorded  and  published- 
In  this  there  is  snrely  v.otlvug  vagvie  or  arbitrarj' — 
nothincj  reqtiirlng'  new  laws  or  declarations.  Of 
the  many  complaints  which  yon  have  addressed  to 
this  government,  in  relation  lo  alleg'ed  transac- 
tions in  ovir  ports,  the  deficiency  has  been,  not  in 
the  meaning  or  interpretation  of  the  treaty,  but  in 
t!ie  proofof  the  facts  wliich  you  have  stated,  or 
which  have  been  reported  to  you,  to  bring'  the  cases 
«<r  cnmplsint  withiii  the  scope  of  the  stipulations 
in  the  treaty. 

In  consideration  of  the  cession  of  the  Floridas, 
hy  Spain,  to  redress  and  cancel  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  and  of  llieir  citizens  upon  Spain,  and 
alrav>!  umlerstood  that  the  late  [grants  of  the  lands 
from  whir.h  t!ie  indemnity  for  those  claims  is  to  be 
soii.^'ht^  s!i;di  beheld  null  and  void,  the  government 
of  tlie  Uniled  States  will  ceriify  that  they  have 
not  r^reA-ed  any  c:)ir:pensation  from  France  lor  the 
ini'iiies  snfl'ercd  frun!  French  privateers,  qonsuls 
ji'.ul  tribunals  on  thf^  coasts  and  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  and  will  present  an  authentic  statement  of 
the  prizes  n.ade,  and  of  their  value,  that  Spain 
may  avail  herself  of  it  in  such  manner  as  she  may 
deem  just  and  proper. 

Upf-n  til?,  basis  oii'cred  by  your  propositions,  mo- 
dified conti)rmably  to  tlie  observations  now  sub- 
iT.itted  to  you,  1  am  aulhorised  to  conclude  a  trea- 
ty with  vou.  Btil,  as  the  session  of  congress  is  at 
hand,  I  hm  dl"ected  to  r'-q^cst  your  imtnedia  e  }ind 
fi'^ink  reply  to  tliis  co0imunication.  'Flic  president 
is  (leeply  peueiraied  with  the  conviction,  that  fur- 
tl-ier  protracted  discus'^ions  of  the  points  at  issue 
between  our  g-overnments  cannot  terminate  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  them.  From  your  nnswer 
to  this  letter  he  nuist  conchide  whether  s  fi:;al  ad- 
j>!stment  of  all  our  riitlerences  is  now  to  be  accom- 
plished, or  v>'hether  all  ho])e  of  such  a  desirable 
result  is,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be 
abandoned. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dislin- 


kingdoms,  in  their  respeclive  acquisitions.  You 
assert  the  indisputable  right  of  the  United  S-^^ates 
to  the  river  Mississippi — to  all  the  waters  dis- 
charging  into  it,  and  to  all  the  territory  hashed 
by  those  waters.  I  say,  and  the  fact  is  obvious, 
that,  even  admitting  y(mr  assertion  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  notwith'standing,  no  argument  has  ever 
been  adv.anced  by  the  United  States  to  establish  it, 
and  that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  most  unqnestion. 
able  documents  and  proof,  the  pretension  to  ex. 
tend  yoiu"  claims  beyond  the  Missouri  would  ah 
ways  be  inconsistent  and  exorbitant.  Even  the  ab. 
surd  and  extravagant  grant  of  Louis  14th  to  Cro. 
zat,  dees  not  point  out  a  greater  extent,  as  respect* 
the  fri:)ntier  of  New  Mexico  and  other  Spanish  set- 
tlements and  possessioiis,  which  existed  long  be- 
fore the  time  that  grant  was  made,  and  before  the 
famot!s  expedition  of  Mr.  La  Salle.  Keeping, 
therefore,  in  view  the  truth  of  f'lcts,  and  the  im- 
mutable  principles  of  tidngs,  and  endeavoring  to 
reconcile  them  with  the  sincere  and  unifor^-n  de- 
sire  of  his  Catholic  majesty  to  remove,  on  his  part, 
the  obstacles  that  have  opposed  the  amicable  ad- 
justment of  all  existing  differences  between  the 
two  powers,  as  far  as  is  cowsistent  with  the  rights 
and  dignity  ofhis  royai  cro'.vn,  I  will  approximate 
my  proposals,  as  nearly  as  is  possible  f  >r  me,  t» 
those  you  have  made  me,  on  the  part  of  your  go- 
vernment. 

The  first  refers  to  the  satisfaction  due  by  the 
United  States  to  iiis  Catholic;  majesty,  and  to  hi« 
svibjects,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  and  cap- 
ture of  Pensacohi,  and  other  forts  and  terri  orie» 
in  the  Floridns.  You  fnust  be  sensible  that  it  ii 
impossible  fur  me  to  desist  from  the  demand  of  a 
jtist  and  adequate  reparation  or  indemnity  to  Ills 
mnjpsty,  and  tite  inhabitants  of  both  provinces,  and 
particularly  those  of  Peiisacola,  for  all  losses  and 
injuri'^s  by  them  sustained  from  the  officers  and 
troops  nf  (he  United  Siafcs  No  principle  can  be 
adduced  tosupiJort  or  jttstify  tbe  hostile  proceed- 
ings <ifg' n.  .(acitson  in  Fh.rida,  marked,  as  they  arc, 
by  a  series  of  outrages  unprecedented  stid  unknown 
in  history.  T!ie  American  commander  on  that  oc- 
casion, as  your  government  itself  adktsits,  acted 
contr^rv  to  the  o;-ders  And  instructions  given  to 
him.  Public  opinion  in  i!ie  U.  Staves  has  uniformly 
reprobated  these  excesses,  as  well  as  all  the  spe- 
cious pretexts  with  whicii  he  has  endeavor.ed  t» 
glow's  them  over.  Ttie  cliarges  artfully  produced 
a>.'uinst  the  Spanisli  romm:indants  and  officers, are 
en'u-tly  friVidous,  and  are  c mtradicted  by  the  well 
known  truth  of  facts,  and  tiie  form.d  deciaraLons 
and  statements  uf  those  same  Spanish  otiiccTS,  S9 
that,  in  every  view  of  t!te  case,  the  United  S. ate? 
ar-'  injustice  botmd,  by  tlie  most  solemn  obliga. 
lions,  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  crown  and  sub- 
ject?, of  Sp:'.in,  for  the  said  losses  and  injuries.  The 
Spanish  government  are,  in  like  manner,  entitled 
to  the  full  amount  of  all  revenue  collected  and  re- 
ceived by  the  United  States,  in  the  places  and  ter- 
ritories occupied  by  tiiem  iti  tlie  said  provi;icc'i'— 
since,  as  the  sovereignty  of  Sp.tin  is  indispu'able, 
she  could  in  no  wise  be  dispossessed  of  her  nglit 
to  receive  her  revenues;  and  this  point  was  from 
that  lime  reserved  as  an  object  of  future  discus- 
sion. 1  shall  be  happy  to  contribute,  as  far  ss  in 
mv  power,  to  this  arr-niigemen'.,  and  to  thctipit- 
laiion  of  a  fair  sum  to  be  p.dd  by  the  Unived  St.ites 
for  allsr.c'i  damages,  ihat  all  disctission  rv.-.'  th';s 
bo  spee<iilv  i«nd  amicably  terminated. 

.My  second  proposal  has   been  ^driMttC'.      ;  ."■■" 

, „         -.  ,      ^-    _  ._,    _,...,,- -    ,j.,o'.e:-nnr;ei,t,  •virb  this  niod;bc->tion,that    ;    ^t-an^' 

rcigniy,  tnjojed   by    ail  independent  states   and  land  sales  of  laad.t,  made  by  his  Catholic.  .';iajeS' 


guiohed  consideration, 

JOTIX  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Doll  Jjiiis  de  Onis  to  the  secreturij  ef  stale. 
[tu\wsi>atiox  ] 
Sir — 1  have  attcnlively  perused  the  note  of  the 
Slst  of  October  last,  whicn  you  addressed  to  me, 
by  order  nf  your  government,  In  answer  to  mine  of 
the  24th  of  the  same  month — by  '.vhirh  I  perceivs 
thaljouluive  received  the  president's  orders  not 
to  take  mlo  coiiiiideration  the  legal  titles  and 
grounds  on  which  Spain  rests  her  rights  and 
claims  to  tlie  sovereignty  of  the  territories  and  wa- 
ters Claimed,  by  your  governmeni.,  as  forming  an 
.integral  part  of  Ijoui.'^iana,  as  it  was  relroceded  b\ 
fiis  tJnthoUc  majesty  to  France,  in  1!$(JU,  and  sold 
or-  ceded  by  the  government  of  thai  nation  to  the 
United  Stales,  in  1803.  As  these  rights  and  r.l-^inis 
rp])Ose  on  a  bnsis  as  solid  and  as  vinerahle  as  lliat 
which  can  bi  presented  by  the  most  eqiiiiahlpgo- 
venuitent  on  earth,  to  demonstrate  its  kgi'.imate 
propel  ty  to  the  country  it  possesses,  I  should  be 
wanting  in  my  duty,  were  I  not  to  maintain  the 
sarne  principles  which  I  advanced  in  mv  former 
notes  to  ycu  OM  this  head.  Being  self-evident,  they 
are  as  inrontrovenible  and  in\'ariable  as  the  fur.. 
dament:d  priu'^ijues  of  universal  justice.  U  is  im- 
possible to  reject  oriiS'pugn  them  wilhotit  alti.ck- 
ing  those  original  and  primitive  titles  whieh  do, 
and  ever  have  s.tiictlooed,  throuj^houi  the  vliole 
world,  the  riglits  of  property    a^i.l  compUte  sovc 
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or  by  lawful  Spanish  uuthorities,  in  the  Floridas, 
from  t!^e  year  1802  to  the  present,  shall  be  null  and 
void.  To  tliis  modification,  in  its  absolute  sense,  I 
cannoi.  assent,  inasmuch  as  it  is  offensive  to  the 
dignity  and  imprescriptible  rights  of  the  crown  of 
Sp-in,  which,  as  the  le<;itimate  owner  of  both  Flo- 
ritias,  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  those  lands  as  it 
pleased;  and,  further,  as  the  said  modification 
would  be  productive  of  incalculable  injury  to  the 
bona  fide  possessors,  who  have  acquired,  settled.^ 
and  improved  these  trac's  of  land.  The  estent  of 
what  lean  agree  lo  Ls,  that  the  late  grav.ts  made 
by  his  majesty,  in  the  FloriJaS, since  the-  24ih  Janu- 
ary last,  the  date  of  my  first  note,  announcing  his 
m  jeity's  willingness  to  ced*  them  to  the  United 
Siates,  (ihe  said  grants  having  been  made  with  a 
vew  toproniote  population,  cuUivatio.i  and  indus- 
try, and  not  with  a  view  of  alienating  them,)  shall 
be  declared  null  and  void,  in  consideralicm  of  the 
grantees  not  having  complied  with  the  essential 
conditions  of  the  cession,  as  has  been  the  fact. 

My  third  proposal  refers  to  the  boundary  line  to 
be  established  between  the  possessions  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  and  those  of  the  United  States. 
According,  as  tar  as  Is  po.ssible  for  me  to  do,  to 
the  modifications  proposed  by  you,  and  with  a  view 
of  offering  to  the  United  States  un  additional  proof 
of  my  wish  to  remove  existing  difiicuUies,  I  will 
undertake  to  ad:ait  th'.-  river  Sabine,  instead  of  tne 
Mermenta,  as  the  boundary  between  the  twopow 
ers,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  condition  that  the 
same  line  proposed 'by  you  shull  run  due  nonh 
from  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  river  Roco  (Red 
river,)  till  it  strikes  the  Missouri,  and  extend 
thence  alongthe  middle  of  the  hutcr  to  its  source, 
leaving  to  Spain  the  territory  lying  lo  the  rigiit, 
and  to  the  Ur.iied  States  the  territory  iyir.g  to  the 
left  of  the  same. 

'  Wiiiatyou  add  respecting  the  exteasion  of  the 
same  line  beyond  the  Missouri,  along  the  Siwnish 
possessions  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  exceeds,  by  its 
magnitude  and  tranccndency,  all  former  dem.>-nds 
i.iia  pretensions  started  by  the  U.S.  Confining, 
therefore,  myself  lo  the  powers  granted  tome  by  my 
sovereign,  I  am  unable  to  stipulate  any  thing  on  this 
point,  which  may  remiin  open  for  further  negocia- 
tion,  as  I  have  no  doubt  of  bis  majesty's  disposition 
to  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commission, 
to  determine  and  establish  the  future  boundaries, 
from  the  source  of  the  Missouri  to  the  north  und 
west,  in  a  manner  conformable  to  tlie  titles  and  do- 
c.i;rier.ts  of  property  and  possession,  respe.-^'ively 
exhibited.  Leaving,  therefore,  this  point  unsettled, 
as  I  have  just  observed,  I  conceive  that  my  propo 
sal  for  the  adjustment  of  boundaries  will  be  attend- 
ed with  no  difilculty  whatever. 

My  fourth  proposal  to  your  government,  has  for 
its  object  the  renuncisition,  by  both  governmen's 
and  nations,  of  all  claims  for  spoliations  respec- 
tively suffered  by  either  of  the  tv/o  powers,  or  thtir 
subjects,  until  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  This 
proposal  has  been  admitted  by  your  g  jvernme.ic. 
With  the  exception  of  such  claims  as  American  ci- 
tizens may  have  on  the  subjects  of  bis  Catholic 
majijsty,  or  on  the  Spanish  government,  and  which 
have  not  been  h.iid  before  tlie  department  of  state 
of  the  United  States,  or  their  minister  at  the  court 
of  Spain.  I  h».ve  no  iiesitation  in  assenting  to  this 
exception;  but  it  should  be  made  reciprocal  for 
the  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  who  may  be 
entitled  to  claims  on  American  cirizeas,  or  on  the 
governmeht  of  the  United  States,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  presented,  in  due  form,  to  his  iiiajes 
ty's  Eccretary  of  state,  or  lo  his  mmister  near  the 


United  States.  My  propos*!  will  thus  be  free  from 
lifliculty,  and  conform  to  the  modifications  you 
h".vf  •.uK'gestr?d. 

Nor  do  I  find  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
difications you  offer  to  my  fifth  proposal;  and,  pror 
ceeding  to  the  sixth,  the  object  of  which  is  to  re-  ' 
medy  the  abuses  and  violations,  repeated  pernicious 
examples  of  which  have  occvu-reil  in  different  ports 
of  this  Uepubiic,  twrough  the  toleration  and  coun- 
tenance given  thcreiTi  to  piratical  and  privateering" 
armaments  against  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
Spain,  I  observe  you  state  that  what  I  propose  is 
inadmissible;  but  1  have  received  orders  from  my 
sovereign  to  insist  on  this  point,  and  to  claim  of 
your  govei'nment  such  measures  as  are  imperiously 
called  for  by  the  very  nature  of  these  abuses  and 
violations,  as  they  not  only  contravene  the  existing 
treaty,  but  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  most  re- 
spectable compacts,  founded  on  international  and 
pu'ollc  law.  Whatever  may  be  the  forecast,  wis- 
dom, and  justice  conspicuous  in  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  univcrsalh'  notorious  that  a  sys- 
tem of  pillage  and  aggression  has  been  organized  in 
several  ports  of  the  Union,  against  the  vessels  and 
property  of  the  Spanish  nation;  and  it  is  equally  so, 
tlial  all  the  legal  pursuits  Idtherto  instituted  by  hi.s 
uajesty's  consuls  in  the  courts  of  their  respective 
districts,  for  its  jjrevention,  or  the  recovery  of  the 
property,  when  brou,ght  into  this  covintry,  have 
been,  and  still  are  completely  unavailing.  The  ar- 
tifices and  evasions,  by  means  of  which  the  letter  of 
the  law  has,  on  these  occasions,  been  constantly 
eluded,  are  sufiicientlv  known,  and  even  the  combi- 
nation of  interesLs  in  persons  who  are  well  known, 
amongst  whom  are  some  holding-  public  odices. 
Vrlth  a  view  to  afford  you  and  the  President  more 
complete  demonstration  of  the  abuses,  aggressions, 
and  piracies  alluded  to,  I  enclose  you  coiTect  lists, 
extracted  from  authentic  documents  deposited  in 
the  archives  of  this  legation,  exhibiting  the  number 
of  j)rivateers  or  i)irates  fitted  ovit  in  the  United 
States,  against  Spain,  and  of  the  i^rizcs  {wrought  by 
them  into  the  ports  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  of  th.osc 
sent  to  other  ports,  together  with  the  result  of  the 
claims  made  by  Spanish  consuls  in  the  courts  of  this 
country.  Amongthemyou  will  find  the  case  of  the 
two  armed  ships,  the  Horatio  and  the  Curiazo,  built 
at  New-York,  and  detained  by  his  Majesty's  consirt 
there,  on  the  ground  of  their  having  on  dock  30 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  their  carriages,  and  a  crew  of 
160  men.  On  which  occasion  it  was  ]3retended  that 
it  could  not  be  proved  that  these  guns  were  not  an 
article  of  commerce,  and  they  finally  put  to  sea  with- 
out them,  tlie  extraordinary  number  of  officei's  and 
crew  passing  for  passengers.  The  number  of  pri- 
vateers or  pii-ates  fitted  out  and  protected  in  the 
ports  of  this  Uepublic,  as  well  asoftlic  Spanish  pri- 
zes made  by  them,  far  exceeds  that  contained  in  the 
within  lists;  but  I  only  lay  before  your  government 
those  of  which  I  have  certain  and  satisfactory  proofs. 
The  right  of  Spain  to  an  adequate  indemnity  for  all 
the  spoliations  committed  by  these  iirivateers  or 
pirates,  on  the  crown  and  subjects  of  hjs  Catholic 
Majesty,  is  undeniable;  but  I  now  submit  it  to  3'our 
government  only  to  point  out  the  extreme  necessitv 
of  putting' an  end  to  these  continued  acts  of  hostili- 
ty and  depredation,  and  of  cutting'  sh.ort  these  enor- 
mous andfiagrant  abuses  and  evils,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  eifectual  precaulions  and  remedies  as  will 
put  it  out  of  the  tiower  of  cupidity  or  Ing'cnuity  to 
defeat  or  elude  them.  In  vain  would  we  endeavor 
airiicably  to  settle  and  accommodate  all  existing  dif- 
ferences, and  thus  establish  peace  and  good  under 
stuudrng  between  the  two  nations,  ifthe  p-aictico  oV 
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these  abuses,  and  tlio  course  of  these  hostilities  and 
piracies  on  the  commerce  and  navig'ation  of  Spain, 
sJiovdd,  as  heretofore,  continue  uninterrupted  in  the 
United  States.  From  the  tenor  of  the  documents 
now  enclosed,  and  the  reflections  sug-gested  by  the 
^  ery  nature  and  state  of  things,  the  President  can- 
not hesitate  to  assent  to  my  proposal  on  this  subject; 
and,  as  the  Coiigresis  Is  now  in  .'jession,  I  feel  assur- 
ed that  the  proper  opportunity  is  afforded  for  the 
adoption  of  the  necessa:y  measures  I  h.ave  alluded 
to,  and  vvhich  1  solicit,  lis  an  essential  basis  of  secur- 
ing and  maintaining  a  mutual  friendship  and  good 
urAlerstnnding"  between  the  two  nations. 

My  seveiUh  proposal  having  likewise  been  ac- 
cepted by  your  government,  I  agree  to  what  you 
]nopose  in  answer  thereto. 

.  If  my  projjosals,  thus  modified,  should  be  agreed 
to  by  your  government,  I  am  ready  to  sign  them, 
after  they  are  corrected  and  reduced  to  proper 
foi-m,  and  augmented  by  siich  others,  althougli  in- 
ferior and  of  minor  im])ortance,  as  are  consequent 
pii  them,  snd  esseiitial  In  giving  due  solidity  to  the 
inestinialiie  blessing  of  peace  and  g'ood  understand- 
ing between  the  two  governments,  and  in  avoiding 
every  difficulty  and  disagreement  in  future  between 
tlie  individuals  and  authorities  of  either  nation, 

I  flatter  myself  tJiat,  by  what  I  have  just  submit- 
ted, I  give  you  and  every  impartial  person  a  con- 
^■inci^lg  proof  of  the  generosity,  frankness  and  good 
faith  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  government  in  the 
present  negotiation,  and  of  m)'  sincere  and  uniform 
desire  to  terminate  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  pow- 
ers— I  s'lall  a-id,  that  relying  on  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's wish,  to  see  a  final  arrangement  speedily  and 
amicably  effected,  if  it  should  be  proposed  only  to 
draw  the  line,  from  the  point  mentioned  on  the  Red 
River  fRio  Roxo)  some\vhat  oblicjuely  (con  alguna 
ol;licuidad)  to  the  westward  of  the  right  line  due 
north,  wliicli  I  offer  as  the  boundary  of  the  two 
^  ountries,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  take  upon  myself 
tiie  arrangement  of  this  poir.t„  it  being  always  un- 
derstood that  the  proposecl  line  shall  strike  the 
-Missouri. 

Having  thus  ap>)roximated  my  proposals  to  the 
modifications  oficred  by  you,  as  closely  as  my  duty 
and  powers  permit  me,  I  have  the  hope  that  they 
■will  be  accepted  by  your  government,  as  they  ofl'er 
j^-reat  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  Spain  in  favor  of  the 
United  States — but  if  unfortunately  they  should  not, 
and  the  President  still  insists  on  those  which  you 
communicated  to  me,  as  well  as  on  the  peremptory 
<lec)aratton  that  neither  they,  nor  the  documents 
Mhich  I  iia\e  offered  to  produce  in  support  of  the 
sovcrciq-nty  oftlie  crown  of  Spain  to  all  he  territo- 
ry claimed  by  the  United  States,  can  be  further 
discussed,  the  only  discretionary  power  left  me  is 
lo  request  of  the  President,  in  the  name  of  my  so- 
vereign, that  the  negotiation,  in  its  actual  state, 
may  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  gre^t  Mo- 
j'lavchs  now  assembled  in  Congress  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
Jielle,  in  either  of  which  cases,  I  will  immediately 
despatch  a  Courier  to  my  Court  with  all  the  neces- 
.nary  information  for  his  Catholic  Majesty,  that  his 
^lajesty  may  decide  on  tlie  measui'es  most  proper 
to  he  adopted  on  the  occasion. 

1  trust  that  youAvill  communicate  lo  me  the  deci- 
sion of  the  President;  in  the  mean  time,  I  offer  you 
'•he  renewed  assurances  of  my  respectful  and  dis- 
tinguLsiicd  consideration,  (jod  preserve  you  manv 
vears.  LUIS  DE  ONIS.  " 

Washington,  16th  Nov.  1S18. 

The  S('creMi"if  of  State  to  Jhn  Lvis  cfe  Oius. 

JijKPAIlTMF.XT  OF  STATE,  Waslllngton,  30th  NOV.  1818. 

S.'ic — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  let- 


ter of  the  16th  instant,  and  am  directed  by  the  Pre-^ 
sident  to  inform  you,  that  in  making  to  you  the 
proposal  con  ained  in  my  letter  of  the  31st  of  last 
month,  with  regard  to  the  western  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  bordering  territo- 
ry  of  Spain,  it  was  with  the  view,  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  sacrifice  which  it  involved,'  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  manifest  the  deep  solicitude 
which  he  felt,  in  terminating,  by  a  general  adjust- 
ment of  all  the  differences  which  have  been  so  "long 
in  discussion  between  the  two  nations,  a  state  of 
things  so  unpropitious  to  the  good  understanding 
between  them,  and  so  much  to  be  rejrretted  bv 
both. 

As  it  was  believed  this  article  could  alone  pre- 
sent an  ultimate  obstacle  to  the  agreement  thus 
earnestly  desired,  I  was  directed  frankly  to  present 
you  at  once  the  utmost  extent  to  which'the  goveni- 
rnent  of  the  United  States  felt  itself  warranted,  con- 
sistently with  its  duties  to  tlie  rights  and  interests 
of  the  nation,  to  concede,  of  those  unquestionable 
rights,  to  accommodate  the  wishes  and  to  quiet  the 
pi-etensions  of  your  sovereign.  But,  in  yielJiiijf 
thus  much,  you  were  explicitly  notified  that  the 
proposition  was  final,  and  that  upon  your  accept- 
ance of  it  depended  the  only  remaining  hope,  in  the 
mind  oftlie  President,  of  a  termination  to  tJiisnego-. 
tiation  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

As  you  have  now  declared  that  you  are  not  au- 
thorized to  agree,  either  to  the  course  of  the  lied 
River  (Rio  Roxo)  for  the  boundary,  nor  to  the  41st 
parallel  of  latitude  from  the  Snow" Mountains  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  the  President  deems  it  useless  to 
pursue  any  further  the  attempt  to  an  adjustment  of 
this  by  the  present  negotiation,  I  am  therefore  di- 
rected to  state  to  you,  that  the  offer  of  a  line  for 
the  westward  boundary,  made  to  you  in  my  last  let- 
ter, is  no  longer  obligatory  upon  this  government. 

Reserving  then  all  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
to  the  ancient  western  boundary  of  the  colony  of 
Louisiana  by  the  course  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte, 
I  am  yet  autliorhsed  to  conclude  a  convention  or 
tveaty  with  you  upon  the  other  subjects  of  existing 
difference.  But  it  is  proper,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  in  reference  to  the  first  of  the  propositions 
made  by  you  on  the  24th  of  last  month,  to  correct  an 
erroneous  impression  which  you  entertain,  and 
which  is  certainly  not  warranted  by  any  communi- 
cation which  you  have  received  from  this  govern- 
ment. You  have  been  informed  that  the  contin- 
gencies upon  which  Gen,  Jackson  adopted  those 
measures  which  you  represent  as  hostilities  and 
outrages,  not  having  been  anticipated,  had  not  been 
provided  for  in  his  instructions;  that  they  were  un- 
foreseen emergencies,  upon  which,  judging  mea- 
sures of  energy  necessary,  he  had  recurr<?d  to  them 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  upon  motives 
which  he  had,  liimself,  explained;  that  these  mea- 
sures were  dictated  by  the  hostile  spirit,  npt  of  the 
American  commander  against  Spain,  but  oftlie 
Spanish  commanders  against  the  United  States.  I 
informed  you  that  the  President  of  tlie  United  States 
had  directed  that  the  proofs  of  this  hostility  to  the 
United  States,  of  those  S]janish  officers,  furnislied 
by  Cell.  Jackson,  should  be  embodied  and])resent- 
edto  the  g-overnment  of  his  Catholic  M.ajesty,  v>ith 
a  demand  th.at  the  misconduct  of  those  officers 
sliould  be  suitabh'  punished.  I  have  now  the  hon- 
or of  stating  to  you  that  this  has  accordingly  been 
done;  that  the  proofs  collected  by  Gen.  Jackson, 
together  with  others  accumulating  demonstration 
©f  the  justice  of  his  charges  against  Don  Jose  Ma- 
zot,  Governor  of  Pensacoi.a,  and  Don  P'rancisco  C. 
Luer.gOj  commandant  of  St.  Miu-ks,  have  been  for- 


NiLES'  REGISTER— JANUARY  2,  iSiQ-RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 


SIS 


warded  to  the  Minister  of'thcUnitecl  States  in  Spain, 
with  instructions  to  lay  tlieni  before  yovir  g-oveni- 
nient,  ami  to  call  for  their  just  animadversion  upon 
the  violation,  by  those  officers,  of  the  solemn  en- 
gagements of  their  country  to  the  United  States. 

After  a  full  and  deliberate  examination  of  these 
proofs,  the  President  deems  them  irresista!)ly  con- 
clusive, that  tlie  horrible  combination  of  robbery, 
nliirder,  and  war,  with  which  the  frontier  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  bordering-  upon  Florida  has,  for  sevenJ 
years  past,  been  visited,  is  ascribable  altog-ether  to 
the  total  and  lamentable  failure  of  Spain  to  fulfil  tlie 
ithai-ticle  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  by  which  she  stip- 
ulated to  restrain,  by  force,  her  Indians  from  hostili- 
ties ag'ainst  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,     With- 
out aclverting-to  the  transactions  of  the  late  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  who  cau 
mistake  the  character  of  the  fact;  that  a  fort  on  Span- 
ish soil  v.-as  jjan-isoned  by  hundreds  of  negroes  and 
Indians,  with  an  En.^-lish  banner  flying-  upon  its  wall, 
for  the  desolation  of  the  American  border  and  that, 
sixteen  months  after  the  peace  of  America  and  of 
England,  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  called  upon  by 
Gen.  Jackson  to  break  up  this  lair  of  human  tig-ers, 
pleaded  his  inability  and  want  of  orders  from  his 
Governor  General  to  comply  with  Uu  request?  Who 
can  mistake  tlie  character  of  the  feet,  that,  six  months 
after  the  strong;  hold  of  these  savage  banditti  had 
been  blown  up.'bv  a  shot  from  an  American  g'un  ves- 
sel, a  pretended  Indian  trader,  a  foreigner,  both  to 
Florida  and  to  Spain,  was  permitted  to  come  into  a 
Spanish   province,  tliere  to  bribe  the  savages  by 
presents,  and  to  stimulate   them,  by  the  grossest 
Xilschoods  and  absurdest  misrepresentations,  to  war 
•against  the  Americans?     Do  the  Governors  of  Flor- 
ida, the  instant  they  learn  the  appearance  of  this  in- 
tru'dim^  inccndiarv' within  their  jurisdiction,  seize 
and  imprison  him?  Do  they  even  command  him  to 
depart  from  the  province?  Nay,  do  they  so  much  as 
require  him  to  obey  the  laws  and  respect  the  engag-e- 
ments  of  their  nation,  and  the  duties  of  their  sta- 
tions? Far  from  it:  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  a  British 
subject,  from  the  island  of  New  Providence,  lands 
iu  the  Spanisli  province  of  Florid;',  and  there  opens 
a  warehouse  for  traffic  with  the  Indians— By  wliose 
license  or  permission?  It  has  notbecn  the  custom  of 
Spain  to  allow  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers  to  in- 
trude upon  her  colonial  possessions,  and  more  than 
one  American  citizen  is  at  this  moment  pining  in  the 
dungeons  of  Spain  for  having  set  his  foot  upon  their 
soil.    By  whose  permission  then  was  Arbuthnot  al- 
lowed to  intermeddis  in  the  province  of  Florida, 
even  had  it  been  onlv  for  tlie  purpose  of  innocent 
trade  with  the  Indian's?  Had  he  a  license,  or  had  lie 
not?  If  he  had,  it  is  for  the  Governors  of  Florida  to 
explahi,  bv  whom,  and  tipon  what  motives  it  was 
granted,   'if  he  had  not,  it  is  for  them  to  show,  why 
he  was  suffered,  within  their  jurisdiction,  to  trample 
upon  the  laws  of  Siiain  witli  impunity.     But  inno- 
cent traffic  was  not  the  real  purpose  of  Arbuthnot. 
He  was  there  to  stimulate,  as  well  the    Indians  of 
Florida  as  the  fugitive  outlaws  from  the  Creek  na- 
tion among  them,  to  war  ag-ainst  the  United  States. 
He  was  goading  them  by  the  absurd  pretence,  that 
the  United  States  were'  bound,   by   the  treaty  of 
Wient,  to  give  up  to  them  the  lands  within  the  bor- 
ders of  the  United  States,    winch  had  been  ceded 
by  the  Creek  nation  to  tlie  United  States  six  months 
before  tU-  treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed.     With  the 
profbimdest  treaclicrv  to  those  Indians,  themselves, 
he  was  promising  theniihat  tlie  iiricish  government 
would  support  them  in  this  pretence,  and  was  writ- 
ing letters  to  the  liovernor  of  New  Providence,  to 
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oils  in  ICngland,  to  tb.e  British  g-Qvernmcnt,  solisitirg' 
aims  and  ammunition,  for  war  .against  the  United 
Stater..  Nor  was  this  all:  he  obtained  from  a  minn- 
bcr  of  rmliaii  chiefs  a  power  of  attorney  authorizing- 
him  to  write  letters  and  deliver  talks,  in  their  nan.r; 
and  belialf,  and  to  the  coj-iy  of  that  power,  transm't 
ted  by  him  to  England,  to  "be  laid  before  tb.e  Bi-it::-Ix 
gove-iuncnt,  was  affixed  the  signature  and  ap!rro!<'.-- 
tirjii  of  F.  O.  Lueiigo,  commandant  of  St.  .Marks-. 
By  virtue  of  the  same  powei-,  he  wrote,  in  the  name 
of  those  Indians,  a  letter  to  the  Governor  General  of 
tlie  Havanna,  falsely  pretending  that  the  Americavs 
were  settling-  upon  their  lands,  within  the  Spj'.niS'i. 
teiTitory,  and  callirjg  upon  him  for  force  to  drive 
them  oilt.  Tliis  letter,  too,  asserts,  that  its  contcn'  s 
were  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  the  command- 
ant of  SS  "Marks. 

Arbuthnot  was  taken  by  Gen,  Jackson  at  S'. 
Marks,  and  was  then  an  inmate  of  the  family  of  the 
commandant.  Among  his  papers  was  found  a  letter 
from  the  connnandant,  written  shortly  before,  st}'^- 
ing  him  his/z/c/H/,  giving  him  no!  ice  of  che  approaclv 
of  the  American  force,  and  advising  him  to  come 
and  provide  for  the  safety  of  his  Utlla  ufdr.i,  and 
hold  consultation  with  him  upon  s'jbji:cts  whii,-h 
could  not  -wilkpnuLmce  he  committed  to  ~A.TiUnrf.  What 
consciousness  of  participation  in  the  abominablii 
purposes  of  Arbuthnot  is  b-trayed  in  those  few 
words^  What  were  those  conunon  L-OTcerns  of  :cii 
F.nglisii  Indian  trader  and  of  tb.e  Spanish  command- 
ant of  a  fort,  which  required  so  tliick  a  veil  ofniy,'-- 
tery  to  conceal  them  from  detection,  th.atthis  officer 
should  be  afraid  to  expose  themto  the  possibility  of 
discovery,  by  commiitlng  them  to  paper?  They 
werc,  tliat  St.  Marks  was  tlie  centre  of  Arbnthnol's 
intrigues  with  the  Indians  ag.iiust  the  United  Stale  ; 
that  councils  of  tlie  hostile  Indi.ans  were  held  -^t  the 
commandant's  quarters,  at  which  he  personally  a'- 
teuded;  that  white  men,  Spanish  subjects,  inliabit- 
ants  of  rlorid.a,  had  been  taken  ]-)risoners  by  the  h\ri 
dians,  under  the  influence,  and  by  the  direction  of 
Arbuthnot,  reserved  by  the  Indians  for  torture,  de- 
livered as  prisoners  to  the  custody  of  the  command- 
ant of  St.  Marks;  received  by  him  as  prisoners,  and 
held  as  such  until  delivered  by  General  Jackson's 
approach  to  that  place,  The\-  were,  in  fine,  that  S'. 
.\lai-ks  had,  in  substance,  be-come  an  Indiiui  fort,  un- 
der a  Spanish  standard;  and  to  such  anexlent  did  the 
commandant  countenance  the  sav;iges  in  their  depre 
daticms  upon  the  borders  of  t'-.e  United  States,  In  it 
lie  actually  conti-acted  w  ith  some  of  them  to  purch:'^e 
cattle,  to  be  robbed  by  them  from  the  citizens  .[ 
Georgia;  actually  purchased  them  after  they  hud 
been  robbed,  and  actually  sold  them,  as  his  pri-.-a'.: 
property,  to  the  pm-veying  officufs  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son's army,  after  he  took  p'js.session  of  the  fort. 

It  is  to  the  artifices  and  inst'g-ation^  of  Arbu'hr  ", 
thu.s,  to  say  the  least,  toleroted  by  the  governor  of 
Pensacola,  and  thus  aided  and  abetted  by  tlie  coii;- 
mandantofSt.  Marks,  th'„t  this  v>-ar  with  the  Semi- 
nole Indians  has  been  due.  Rut  for  them,  it  won!  I 
undouutetliy  never  have  happened.  If  no  dircn' 
proof  I'.as  apptaied  that  the  g-ovcrnor  of  Pensacr.a 
was  im])licated  in  the  criminal  ])rocecding-s  of  Ai- 
buthaot  as  deeplf  as  the  commandant  ef  St.  f.Iark?.-, 
amjde  evidence  has  been  produced  of  his  havjufj 
aided,  .assisted  .and  shcKered  the  Indians;  of  his  ha\ - 
ing,  as  long-  as  he  dared,  furnisiied  them  with  sup- 
plies, including  munitions  of -vvar.  And  his  hostility 
to  the  United  States  has  been  suiiicientiy  manifes'.- 
ed,  by  his  exposivig-  their  army  to  the  dang-er  of  fanu  . 
ine,  from  the  impediments  iipiiosed  by  his  orde:s  to 
the  passage  up  the  Kscambia  r^ver  of  their  sui)plic3. 
That  he  harbored  ouo  iiul'.-.iii  c!:ief  kostilcto  tlic  Ur.lj. 
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ed  r-rtates,  and  not  even  belonging  to  Florida,  is  ap- 
parent by  tlie  article  of  the  capitulation  which  he 
obtained  in  his  favor-  That  he  suffered  another, 
George  Ferryman,  to  escape  from  Pensacola  upon 
Gen,  Jackson's  approach,  ;uid  go  toEngland,  there 
to  renew,  if  possible,  the  negotiations  of  the  Pro- 
phet Francis,  is  announced  as  a  late  article  of  news 
jiithe  English  journals.  That  a  number  of  otlier 
Indians  were  eriabled,  by  the  assistance  of  officers 
imder  his  command,  to  escape  from  Pensacola  on 
thfi  very  day  it  was  taken  by  Gen.  Jackson,  is  prov- 
ed by  the  certificates  of  several  witnesses.  And, 
lastly,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  write  a  letter  to  that 
commander  before  he  took  Pensacola,  threatening, 
i}\  the  event  of  his  not  immediately  withdrawing 
from  Florida,  to  resist,  what  he  termed  his  aggres- 
sions, by  force. 

It  is,  therefore,  to  the  conduct  of  her  own  com- 
niandlng  officei's  that  Spain  must  impute  the  ne- 
cessity under  which  Gen.  Jackson  found  himself  of 
occupying  the  places  of  their  command.  Had  the 
engagement'^  of  Hpain  been  fulfilled,  the  United 
States  would  have  hatl  no  Seminole  war.  Far,  then, 
from  being  under  ol^ligation  to  iiidemnify  the  crown 
4of  Spain  for  any  losses  which  it  may  have  sustained 
in  consequen-e  of  this  necessity,  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  demand,  and  Llie  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  ac- 
cordingly, that  the  ci-ewn  of  Spain  should  indemnify 
tl;ier]t^  for  the  extraordinary  and  indispensible  ex- 
penses which  they  Inn  e  been  compelled  to  incur, 
hy  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  which  Spain  was 
-  V  bound  to  prevent.     The  revenue   collected,  in  tlie 

places  occupied,  is  very  far  from  being-  adequate  to 
that  object.  As  to  losses  or  injuries  to  the  Inhal)- 
|tants,  as  private  property,  both  at  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola,  has  been  inviolably  respected,  no  injury 
can  have  happened  to  them,  for  which  the  United 
8l;fite3  should  be  responsible. 

V/ith  respect  to  the  other  ai'ticles  suggested  in 
your  propositions  of  24th  Octobei',  asid  your  obser- 
,  vations  upon  the  modificaiions  to  them  proposed 
by  me,  as  well  as  to  other  objects  of  minor  concern- 
ment, to  which  your  last  note  alludes,  1  am  not  a- 
ware  of  any  msuperable  obstacle  to  our  coming  to 
pn  agreement  upon  them.  Shoidd  your  instruc- 
tiorjs  authorize  you  to  waive  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  two  ai'ticles,  upon  which  I  have  now 
iL;ommunlcated  to  yon  the  final  determination  of  the 
'  President,  and  to  proceed  in  the  discussion  of  the 
rest,  1  shall  be  ha^ipy  to  confer  with  you  verbally 
iconcerrang  them,  as  soon  as  may  suit  your  conve- 
nience. After  the  explicit  answer  given  you  in  my 
jliote  of  12th  March  last,  to  your  proposal  of  refer; 
ring  the  differen^ts  between  our  governments  to  the 
mediation  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  reasons  there  as- 
signed for  declining  thut  overture,  the  offer  wliich 
^ou  niake  of  referring  them  to  the  allied  monarclis, 
whom  yoij  state  to  be  now  assembled  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  was  not  to  be  expected.  As  you  have,  how- 
pver,  thous-ht  proper  to  make  it,  I  refer  you  to  my 
abovementioned  npte  for  the  grounds  on  wbich  it  is 
jieclined.  If  yqu  do  not  feel  yourself  at  liberty  to 
proceed  in  the  negociation,  on  the  terms  herein 
proposed,  postponing  the  articles  relative  to  tlie 
ivoiytern  boundary,  and  to  the  late  traiisactioris  in 
Florida,  I  shall  be  ready,  at  your  convenience,  to  ex- 
j;hunge  with  you  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
Pfl8p2. 

I  embrace  with  pleasure  tiie  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  you  the  fissurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 


i'^tion. 


sfOIIN  QUiXCY  ADAMS. 


Treaty  with  Spain. 

FKOM  THE  NVnOSAL  TSTELLICiENCEa. 

The  treaty  wliic!;  we  this  (Ky  publish,  is  that 
which  Was  cnnciii'!»d  at  AJa'ind,  in  1S02,  but  the 
ratification  of  »vrhich,  by  Spain,  has  been  wiiliheld 
until  recently. 

Tins  treaty,  it  will  be  seen,  provides  for  the  set. 
tlement,  by  the  arbitration  of  commissioners,  and 
in  the  most  unexrPD'ionuble  manner,  of  all  claims 
prior  to  the  vear  1802,  of  the  citizens  of  Spain  and 
of  the  United  States,  respectively,  for  losses  sus. 
tfliiie.]  by  the  depredations  oPcitizeas  of  the  t*o  gu- 
vernments,  prior  to  the  year  1802. 

The  claims  for  spoliations  by  Frenc'i  privateer? 
carrying  their  prizes  into  the  pons  of  Spain,  during 
the  same  period,  and  which  have  been,  evrr  since, 
the  subject  of  negociation,  are  not  provided  for* 
They  are,  however,  expressly  reserved,  and  the 
existence  of  the  claims  thus  distinctly  recognized. 

Br  TUK  PRrSIBEVT  Or  THE  UNITKU  STATES  : 

A  PItOCLAMA  riON. 

Wherkas,  a  convention  between  the  United  State? 
ot  America  and  his  Catholic  mHJesty,  made  and  con, 
cinded  at  Madrid,  on  the  eleventh  of  A'igttst,  in 
tlie  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 'two,  byi 
Charles  P^nckney.  at  tliat  time  minister  plenipo- 
tertiary  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  and  l')on 
Pedro  Cevallos,  co'snsellor  of  state,  gentlemaa  of 
the  bed  chpmber,  first  secretary  of  state,  and  su. 
perintendant  of  posts  and  post  offices,  fully  autho, 
rised  and  empowered  by  their  respective  govern^ 
racnf.«,  was  duly  ratified  by  the  then  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eon. 
sent  of  the  senate  thereof,  on  the  ninth  day  of  J  a- 
mury,  in  the  year  one  tliousand  eigltt  htitHlred  and 
four;  and  was  ratified  by  the  king  of  Spain,  on  the 
nmUiday  of  July,  last  past:  And  v^hereas  the  nti- 
fioations  of  the  two  governments  were  exchanged, 
in  t!iis  city,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  bv 
Joho  Quincy  Adams.secretary  of  state  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  Uiiiied  State-s,  and  d.m 
Luii  de  Onis,  envoy  extraordrary  and  minister  pie- 
\irotentiary  from  Spuin,  on  the  part  of  Spain;  whiclj 
convention  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 

A  convention  between  his  Catholic  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  Americt,  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  those  who  have  sustained  losses,  d;tmages, 
or  injuries,  in  consequence  of  the  excesses  of  indi- 
viduals of  either  nation,  during  the  late  wnr,  con- 
trary to  tlie  exis-ing  treaty,  or  the  laws  of  nations, 

His  C.ithulic  majesty,  and  the  governme;it  of  the 
United  S'ates  of  America,  wishing  amicably  to  ad- 
(ist  the  ci.iims  which  have  arisen  from  the  exces- 
ses committed  during  the  late  war,  by  individuals 
"f  either  na'iijii,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations  or 
the  treaty  existing  between  the  Uvo  countries:  Hi* 
Catholic  majesty  has  given,  for  tliis  purpose,  full 
powers  to  his  excellency  don  Pedro  Cevallos,  coun- 
sellor of  state,  gentleman  of  the  bed  chamber  in 
employment,  fir-t  secretni-y  of  stale  and  wniversd 
despatch,  and  superiniedant  grneral  of  the  po-ts 
a:id  post  office:  in  Spain  and  the  Indies;  and  the 
iroveriiment  of  the  United  S'ates  of  America  to 
diaries  Pinckney,  a  citizen  of  the  vaid  states,  and 
their  minister  pie!iipotenti.-<ry  ne.'ir  his  Catholic  ms- 
jes'v,  who  haveat^reed  as  follows: 

1.  A  board,  of  coniinissionprs  sliall  be  formed, 
coijiposed  of  ii^e  comnjissinners,  two  c;f  who;n  sli  11 
hi;  app>)inted  by  his  Ciiliollc  majesly,  two  others  by 


Ije  governmciil  of  t!ie  United  Sia'es,  sir!  the 


»  '!'»  fifth 
in  case  ll;ev  i^hould  not 


by  co.nmon  consent;  am 

^e  able  to  agree  on  u  ners^in  ioi-  li.e  iiftli  coinnus 
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sioner,  each  party  sUall  name  one,  and  leave  the 
decision  to  lot:  And  hereafter,  in  case  of  the  death, 
sickness,  or  necessary  absence  of  any  of  those  al- 
ready appointed,  they  shall  proceed,  in  the  same 
in:.-ner,  to  the  appoinment  of  persons  to  replace 

them.  .    .  .    . 

2.  The  appointment  of  the  commissioners  being 
thus  made,  each  one  of  them  shall  take  an  oath  to 
examiue,  discuss  and  decide  on  the  claims,  which 
they  are  to  judge,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  existiuj^  treaty,  and  with  the  impartiality 
justice  may  dictate. 

3.  The  comwiissioners  shall  meet  and  hold  their 
sessions  in  ALulrjd,  where,  within  the  term  of  eig-h- 
teen  montlis,  (to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  on 
vhich  they  may  assemble)  they  shall  receive  all 
claims  which,  in  consequence  of  this  convention, 
may  be  made,  as  well  by  the  subjects  of  his  Catho- 
lic majesty,  as  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  who  may  have  a  right  to  demand  compen- 
satioa  for  the  losses,  damages  or  injuries  sustained 
by  them,  in  consequence  of  the  excesses  commit- 
ted by  Spanish  subjects  or  American  citizens. 

4.  The  commissioners  ai-e  authorised,  by  the  said 
contracting  parties,  to  hear  and  examine,  on  oath, 
every  question  relati^  e  to  the  said  demands,  and  to 
receive,  as  worUiy  of  credit,  all  testimony,  tiie  au- 
thenticity of  wliich  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted. 

5  From  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  there 
shall  be  no  appeal,  and  the  agreement  of  tliree  of 
them  shall  give  full  force  and  effect  to  their  deci- 
sions, as  well  with  respect  to  the  justice  of  the 
claims,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  indemnification 
which  may  be  adjudged  to  the  claimants;  the  said 
contracting  parties  obliging  themselves  to  satisfy 
the  said  awards  in  specie,  without  deduction,  at 
the  ticoes  and  places  pointed  out,  and  under  the 
conditions  wiiicli  may  be  expressed  by  the  board  of 
commissioners. 

6  It  not  having  been  possible  for  the  said  pleni- 
potentiaries to  agj-ree  upon  a  mode  by  which  the 
aboveraentioned  boa"d  of  comaiis&ioners  should  ar- 
bitrate tlie  claims  originating  from  the  excesses  of 
foreign  cruisers,  agents,  consuls  or  tribunals,  in 
their  respective  territories,  which  might  be  impu- 
table to  their  two  governments,  tliey  liave  express- 
ly agreed  that  each  government  shall  reserve,  (an 
it  does  by  tliis  convention)  to  itself,  its  subjects  or 
citizens  respectively,  all'ihe  rights  wliich  they  now 
have,  and  under  which  they  may  liereafter  bring 
forward  their  claims,  at  such  times  as  may  be  moit 
convenient  to  them. 

7.  The  present  convention  shall  have  no  force  or 
efiect  until  it  be  ratified  by  the  contracting  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchuntjed  as  soon  as 
possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  plenipo- 
tentiaries, have  singed  this  convention,  and 
have  affixed  thereto  our  respective  seals. 
Done  Ht   Madrid,    this   llUi   day  of  August, 
1802. 

PEDRO  CEVAl-LOS, 
CHARLES  PINCKNEY. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  .Tames  Moy- 

noE,  Pi-eslilent  of  the  United  States,  have  ctiused 
t'le  Slid  coriveiilion  to  be  made  public,  to  ilie  end 
that  the  same,  and  every  chiuse  and  article  thereof, 
■  may  he  observed,  and  filfilled,  with  good  faith,  b} 
the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  thertof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  liereunto  set  my 
hand,  .ho'I  cnused  the  seui  ui'  the  United 
Slates  in  be  ii!Ti;;e.l. 


Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  twenty- 
»««•♦«»    second  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 

*  *  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight   hundred 

*  '   '  t  and  eighteen,  and  of  Independence  the 
*******   forty-third. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President: 
JoHH  QuiNCY  Adams,  secretary  of  state. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

FROM    THE    ]S-ATIO:!fAL    IXTF.LLIGENCEH. 

The  following  is  the  letter  from  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  accompanying 
the  Report  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  the  Bank, 
fro'n  whicli  we  have  already  extracted  all  the  tabular 
statements  which  appeared  to  be  materially  im-. 
portant: 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  J\'ov.  11,  1813. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  statements 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th 
of  April,  a  copy  of  which  you  were  pleased  to  com- 
municate in  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  June  last. 

Tlie  statements  are  numbered  in  the  order  oftlic 
several  members  of  the  resolution,  and  the  details 
and  accompanying  remarks,  it  is  considered,  will 
render  them  perfectly  intelligible. 

In  respect  to  the  payments,  made  on  account  of  . 
the  cash  part  of  the  se-ond  and  tliird  instalments  ot'^ 
tiie  capital  of  the  bank,  it  is  impossible  to  designate 
the  amount  actually  paid  in  coin. 

When  the  second  instalment  become  due,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  operation,  and  had 
issued  a  large  amount  of  its  notes:  bills  were  also  dis, 
counted,  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  individuals,  and 
specie  received  on  deposite;  therefore,  the  notes  of, 
and  checks  on  the  bank,  were  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  would  have  drawn  out  the  sjjecie  to  pay  the 
cash  part  of  the  instalments,  if  the  literal  fonnaJity 
of  paying  in  specie  had  been  required.  The  gene- 
ral course  pursued  by  the  subscribers  was  to  depo- 
site the  coin  and  notes  in  the  bank,  and  draw  a  check 
for  the  precise  amount  of  the  c;i:>ii  purt  oi  the  in- 
stalment. 

The  banks  in  tlie  principal  cities  resumed  specie 
payments  on  the  20tli  February,  1817,  and  thethircl 
instalment  become  due  on  the  l.st  of  July  follow- 
ing: their  notes  were,  of  course,  received  in  all  pay- 
ments due  to  the  bank  and  to  the  revenue,  and  also 
on  deposite,  for  which  specie  ^-as  liable  to  be  drawn; 
of  course,  the  notes  of,  and  checks  on  tlie  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  actu- 
ally  paying  specie,  were  indiscriminateh-  received, 
with  gold  and  silver,  in  pajineut  of  the  cash  part  of 
this  instalment. 

In  the  statement  exhibiting  the  debts  due  to  tlie 
bank  and  its  offices,  the  amount  of  bills  discounted 
bears  an  undue  proportion  to  the  relative  trade  and 
importance  of  the  respective  places;  but  the  efforts 
of  the  board  of  directors  to  produce  a  more  equal 
apportionment  have  been  counteracted  by  circum- 
stances w  hich  they  could  not  control,  the  origin  of 
which  may  be  referred  to  the  state  of  the  currency, 
and  'of  domestic  exchange,  at  the  period  imme- 
diately precedingthe  estabhshmentof  the  bank;  the 
consequences  of  which  are  yet  visible  in  the  nioiiicd 
operations  of  those  places. ' 

The  funds  of  the  cities  east  of  Pliiladelphia,  de- 
rived from  tjie  sale  of  their  imported  commodities, 
had  been  suffered  to  accumulate  during-  the  late 
war,  and,  until  tlie  estaldishment  of  tlie  bank,  chiefly 
in  the  cities  of  Philadelpliia  and  Baltimore,  to  un 
immense  amount,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  anri, 
Uhe  prospects   entertained,  of  the  ccusequent  ijR 
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provement  in  the  currency.  The  public  revenue 
Iiad  also  accumulated  in  the  middle  and  western 
sections  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  many 


la, 


millions,  particularly  in  the  Banks  of  I'hiladclph 
Baltimore,  and  the  District  of  C-'nml)ia:  and  the 
banks  of  those  places  were  gTeatly  indebted  to 
tliose  to  the  eastward  of  them,  respectively. 

Shortly  after  this  period,  as  you  will  recollect,  sn-, 
■die  banks  of  New  York,  Phikdeljjhia,  Baltimore, 
and  Virginia,  ag-reed  to  resume  specie  payments  on 
the  20th  of  February,  under  a  special  agreement 
with  the  Burik  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  order 
to  bring-  about  this  desiraljle  and  indispensable 
event,  engaged  its  credit  and  resources  in  protect- 
ing the  debtor  banks,  and  in  liquidating  these  im- 
mense balances,  by  actual  remittances  to  the  east- 
ward, in  specie  and  bills  at  par,  as  the  only  possible 
means  of  maintaining  what  had  been  so  hajipily  be- 
gun. In  the  mean  time,  the  ;Mil)lic  deposites  m  the 
banks  of  those  places,  which  had  been  transferred 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  revenue 
subsequently  collected  in  the  same,  were  chiefly  ex- 
pended in  tiie  cities  east  of  the  Susquehanna. 

These  circumstances  have  constantly  maintained 
so  great  a  demand  for  exchange  in  tlie  eastern  ci- 
ties, that  the  directors  have  been  unable  to  extend 
the  discounts  at  the  offices  at  New-York  and  Bos- 
ton, as  they  have  earnestly  desired  to  do,  without 
2-ettin."-  into  debt  to  the  banks  of  those  places,  and 
incurrmg  the  immediate  liabihty  to  a  "demand  of 
payment  in  specie;  of  the  large  importations  of 
whicli,  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  at  a  great 
expense,  not  one  dollar  has  been  expended  south 
or  west  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  a  fact,  corroborated 
by  the  experience  of  all  banks,  that  their  opera- 
tions must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  those  of  the 
banks  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  otherwise,  those 
which  are  most  prudent  or  parsimonious,  will  be- 
come the  creditors  of  those  wlio  are  the  most  libe- 
ral or  extravagant;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  an 
immediate  specie  responsibility.  Tlie  bank  of  the 
United  States  aiid  its  offices,  do  not  form  an  eicep- 
tion  to  this  rule,  and  facts  have  danionstrated,  that 
a  bank  of  very  limited  resources,  governed  by  an 
avaricious  policv,  and  applying  its  means,  not  to 
the  purpose  of  public  nccommodation,  but  to  the 
traffic  in  s])ecie,  by  collecting  the  bills  of  other 
banks,  drawing  out  the  s})ecie  for-sale,  and  repeat- 
in."  the  operation  daily,  may  subject  tlie  largest 
capital  to  incessant  contribution.  It  is  concened; 
that  what  has  been  said  will  satisfactorily  prove,  that 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  could  not  remit  and 
liquidate,  debts  of  the  southern,  western,  and  mid- 
die  sectiohs,  to  the  eastern  cities,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  loan  a  large  additional  capital  to  the  latter: 
and  that,  if  the 'latter  have  not  i)articij)ated  in  the 
loans  of  the  bank,  in  proportion  to  their  great 
wealth  and  commerce,  they  have  at  least  derived 
as  substantial  benefits  from  the  operations  of  the 
tank,  as  anv  other  section  of  the  Union. 

In  regard  to  the  discount  on  bills,  secured  by  the 
pledge  of  public  and  corporate  stocks,  it  is  respect- 
fuUv'observed,  that  these  loans  originated  in  the 
sadden  redemption  of  S' 3,000,000  of  the  funded 
debt,  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  wiUi  the  pub- 
"iic  funds  which  had  been  transferred  to  tiie  bank 
in  the  manner  represented. 

This  event  took  place  a  few  months  after  the 
bank  had  commenced  its  operations,  when  few  of 
its  offices  were  in  operation,  and  wlillcthe  circum- 
stances of  the  institution  precluded  the  possibility 
<lf  an  equitable  distribution  of  its  crtpKd. 

It,  therefore,  became  a  desir.able  oi)ject  to  em- 
ploy tliis  capital  for  the  benefit  of  the  Unstitviticn,. 


without  delay,  and  the  only  question  which  thft 
case  appeareil  to  involve,  was,  wlictlier  the  loans 
ought  to  be  made  on  the  collateral  security  of  pub- 
lie  and  corporate  stocks,  or  on  the  more  precarious 
security  of  mere  personal  responsibility,  where  tlmt 
species  of  accommodation  did  not  appear  to  adinit 
of  so  gTeat  an  extension.  The  board  detenriined 
u]jon  the  former  course,  and  proceeded  to  discouirt 
bills  on  the  pledge  of  stock,  withouf  regard  to  per- 
sons or  place,  and  indiscriminately  to  tlie  extent 
whicJi  it  was  offered,  and  of  course  the  greatest 
loans  have  been  where  the  greatest  amount  of  stock 
was  held.  The  whole  amount  ofthe  loans  on  pledg- 
ed stock  of  every  description,  have  not  at  any  time 
reached,  by  two  millions,  the  amount  of  funded 
debt  redeemed  by  the  government,  althougli  the 
original  amount  of  the  funded  debt  part  of  the  capi- 
tal  ofthe  bank,  was  intended  to  have  been  §28,000- 
000.  To  have  loaned  these  funds  in  New-Ynrk 
and  Boston,  would  have  required  their  previous 
conversion  into  specie,  or  the  funds  of  those  cities, 
which,  from  the  couree  of  exchange,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary demand  for  si>ecic,  was  impracticable; 
and,  to  have  demanded  the  immediate  payment  of 
specie  due  by  the  banks  in  Plu'.adelphia,  r.aUimore, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  tlie  western  country, 
would  ha-s-e  been  to  require  impossibilities.  The 
funds  were,  therefore,  loaned  where  they  were  cur- 
rent, and  in  their  operation  produced  the  gradual 
diminution  of  the  debts  due  by  the  banks  in  tliose 
places,  to  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  which  they 
had  not  the  ability  to  discliarge,  in  specie,  on  de- 
mand. The  reason  why  no  part  ofthe  coin  in  jwa- 
session  ofthe  bar.l:,  is  exhiinted  in  the  statement 
No.  2,  ofthe  existing  capital  ofthe  b.ank,  is  assifrned 
in  the  note  annexed  to  that  statement;  but  the  \\  hole 
amount  of  specie  in  the  bank  and  its  offices,  at  that 
time,  was  §2,815,208  96,  as  exliiblted  in  the  gene, 
ral  statement  rendered  to  the  department. 

The  crisis  in  which  the  directors  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  have  acted,  has  been  one  of  pecu- 
liar  delicacy  and  difficult}-.  The  policy  and  efl'ett 
of  their  administration,  cannot  be  appreciated  by  an 
abstract  view  of  any  single  measure:  it  must  betak. 
en  in  connexion  witli  every  other  v/hich  it  involves. 
They  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  projuotethe  in. 
tere'sts  ofthe  public  and  ofthe  institution,  but  tliey 
disclaim  tJie  presumption  that  would  exempt  them 
from  error. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM,  JONES,  President. 
Tfie  Hon.  JVm.  H.  Crartford, 


Secretary  af  the  Treasury,  Jf'ashing/on  city. 
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BF.MAnKs  0!*  TiiK  rnKCKiuyo. 

We  have  not  seen  the  report  of  >hp  rrrsldent 
and  directors  ofthe  bark  ofthe  United  St.iies.w 
extenso,  as  r^qnired  by  the  resolution  ofthe  senate 
ofthe  l.'ith  Anr-ll  last  [see  Wkkkly  Kkcistkr,  vol. 
XIV,  psige  133],  but  are  give«  to  urdPisiand  that 
the  pi-Vcediuu- letter,  with  the  tabid -r  strttenir-nts 
recently  piiblislied  by  us,  contwins  all  Ibut  appears 
to  be  "miiterially  importan'."  The  liitle  room 
that  we  hu-p,  shall  be  occupied  with  immedisie 
reference  to  tii'.s  unders'andmg,  an  h  sir  tr}<.  point. 

We  have  pniphsti;\il!v  desifi^iiati-d  Uiis  letter  :i.« 
the  production  of  an  "/n^'cjiir/v.'!  m;m" — romp''n>-<l 
to  recollect  the  trite  suylng,  that  "pubic  lioc'.ifs 
never  feel  shame,"  wliilst  we  proflpp  our  tribute  <>f 
respect  to  the  ini'h'idual  wliose  off/rial ']u\y  it  lias 
lippn  to  sign  it.  We  have  considered  it  as  the  ef- 
fusion ofa  fiiwyer  at  the  b;tr,  who  having  recfiied 
a  fee,  v.as   fjiced   '•Cn  make  a  sptccli,"  no   inatler 
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twiiether  it  was  to  the  purpose  or  not  to  the  pur- 
pose—and evade  those  things  which  he  dared  not 

.to  deny- 

The />r/»?a)'^  object  of  Mr.  Hor.sey's  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  senate,  April  15,1818,  was  to  as- 
certain how  and  in  what  manner  the  several  instal- 
ments on  tlie  stock  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States 
liad  been  paid — how  much  in  cohi,  how  much  in  the 
iiinded  debl..  Not  one  word  is  said  absiut  the Jirsi 
instalment.  Certainly  of  that,  Mr.  Jones  might 
!iave  infarmed  us  as  to  a  cent:  it  is  impossible  that 
the  commissioners  for  taking-  the  stock  should  not 
have  known  what  they  received — 1h>w  much  in 
cash,  how  much  in  funded  debt,  ho-iv  tui/ch  in  pro- 
mises to  pay,  OB  CKUTiFrcATES  of  specie  deposits  in 
certain  of  the  state  banks!  We  are  drawn  at  once  to 
the  second  instalment,  and  the  payments  on  ac- 
count of  that  are  enveloped  with  a  mystery  which 
all  the  skill  of  all  the  presidents,  cashiers,  direc- 
tors and  clerks,  four  or  fve  hundred  in  all,  cannot 
explain  to  us!  We  are  told  about  the  bank  beiiig 
id  «*operation" — notes  issued,  deposits  made, 
checks  drawn,  &c.  &c.  To  pass  through  all  these 
things  in  review  would  occupy  more  space  tlian  we 
can  possibly  spare  for  such  purposes;  we  shall, 
therefore,  summarily  observe,  that  this  institution 
must  have  been  comically  managed,  indeed, — and 
its  books  most  curiously  kept,  if  the  fact  cannot  be 
ascertxiaed  as  to  what  it  was  that  composed  its 
CAPITAL  STOCK,  seeing  that  that  was  so  speci- 
ally provided  for  in  its  charter!— Let  us  take  a  few 
dates  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  reasoning  on  this 
subject:  the  second  instalnnent  was  payable  on  the 
2nd  of  January  1817.  In  the  Kkgistbii  of  Oct.  5, 
1816,  we  see  it  first  mentioned  that  its  notes  were 
JO  be  engraved,  and  the  appointment  of  directors 
was  not  made  and  determined  until  the  frst  of 
JVowmier  following.  Mr.  Jones  was  appointed  pre- 
sident and  Mr.  Smith  cashier  of  the  bank,  on  the 
iirrAofthis  month:  the  presidents  and  directors  of 
the  branches  at  Boston,  New  York,  Haltimore, 
Charleston  and  New  Orleans  (and  no  others)  were 
fixed  upon  at  Philadelphia  on  the  fourth  of  Ik-cem- 
bei:  and  one  month  after  the  second  uistnlment 
was  supposed  to  have  been  paid,  it  was  first  pub- 
licly announced  as  being  understood,  that  this 
b.iiik  would -L'm/soo?i  give  large  accommodations 
tolhepublic.  [See  Weekly  Registkh, Feb.  8,  1817  ] 
Now,  upon  comparing-  all  these  d;»ies,  what  amount 
of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Uaited  States  can 
be  expected  to  have  been  in  circuldiiott  on  the  Isi 
of  January  1617^  Had  there  been  any  deposits  of 
specie,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  terra,  even 
in  tlie  mother  bank,  much  less  in  any  of  ihe  branch- 
es, before  that  day,  on  which  checks  miglit  be 
drawn.'*  Had  discounts  been  granted  to  any  rtne 
whatsoever,  before  that  period,  except  to  siock/iold- 
ers,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  their  slock?  If  either 
of  these  things  occurred,  the  facts  as  to  their  re- 
spective amounts  becomes  important,  and  we  hope 
that  the  committee  of  investigation  have  not  ne- 
glected them.  I  cannot  believe  that  there  was  n 
considerable  issue  of  "notes  (1  speak  in  the  com- 
mon meaning  of  the  word)  if  any  at  all,  until  (ficr 
tlie  banks  in  the  principal  cities  had  resumed  spe- 
cie payments  in  Feb.  1817.  How  then  did  the  stock- 
holders get  them  to  pay  up  their  second  instalment 


wit!;.^  Mr.  Jones  tells  us  the  bank  was  in  "opera- 
tion" when  t!ie  second  instalment  was  due — notv,  f 
I  rightly  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress, the  bank  could  ?iot  comvence  operatio'ns  inil  I 
the  frst  Monday  in  Junvary  1817,  which  wr;s  the 
fourth  day  AFry.n  that  instalment  was  reynired  to  be 
fiaid+ — and  nil  operations  ss  to  its  issue  of  paper 
or  discounting  ot' notes  he/ore  that  time,  must  have 
been  illegal.  This  provision  u&s  mnde  to  insure 
the  bona  fide  payment  of  the  second  instalment, 
and  we  see  in  what  manner  in  has  been  maiiagod 

At  the  time  of  the  payment  .if  the  third  :;Hd  last 
rnstalmenf,  the  bunk  was  in  i'wW  operation,  ar.d  the 
directors  may  not  be  ceiistirnblc  for  the  lour>,s  liiey 
grai.'f.d  to  certain  stockholders,  except  for  the 
mag-iittide  and  manner  of  them. 

Wlien  we  get  i  r.c  report  of  tlie  committee  of  in  - 
vestigation  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  com- 
parinvr  fucts  as  stated,  and  peihaDS,  may  touch  upon 
.some  other  p^irtx  of  ilie  letter  of  the  bank,  not  bet- 
ter bottamtd,  we  apprehend,  than  thut  we  have  no- 
ticed above. 


*rhe  reader  will  recollect  that  specie  was  then 
it&preminm  of  six  per  cent,  or  more,  inmost  of 
our  cities,  for  the  banks  had  not  yet  resumed  the 
payment  of  it.  Who  tiien  would  deposite  it,  except 
specially.?  .^nd  no  other  than  specie  deposi-.cs  cxu-d 
i'ULN  be  received. 


TnE  Nkw  Yeah.  WlDi  grateful  emotions  for 
distini^uished  favors  received,  the  editor  of  the 
WEEKi.T  BEGisTEu  begs  leave  to  present  "ilie  com- 
pliments of  tlie  sc;iSoii"  to  his  very  nunitrotis 
friends. 

The  lust  year  h.is  been  remarkably  propitiotis  to 
this  estabiisliment.  The  circulation  of  the  Ii;-.Gi.«- 
TKu  was  extended  far  beyond  his  liopes,  and 
perhaps,  williout  example:  findj  it  is  fr-eiiii^.'-.y  ad- 
ded, that  he  ha«;  bee:i  paid  for  his  Ihbor  uiih  an 
increased  punctu.liiv,  that,  g^rierally,  realized  bis 
fondest  anticipa'i^ns — thoisgh  some  iiave  yet  ne- 
glected him  and  his  concern.^,  caused  by  tiie  di(5- 
culty  of  making  so^nd  reiniltances  from  some  pla« 
ces,  and  the  severe  pressure  for  money  in   others. 

He  has  endeavored  \o  rctui-n  tliis  kind  fnaiment 
by  increashig  the  qnantity,w\\.\\  a  desire  toir.iprove 
the  qnality  of  his  matter.  By  tlie  aid  of  manv  cost- 
ly supplements,  he  is  now  a-head  of  any  other  pub- 
lication in  the  United  Siale.s,  except  the  JWitioTUil 
Intelligencer,  in  ^preading  before  the  pt-opl''  t);e 
public  papers  of  their  government.  Tlie  t-ffoit 
shall  be  coutir.ued,  and  lie  soo;.  v.id  have  spate 
enough  to  give  due  attention  to  other  concerns. 

With  a  clear  conscience,  and  a  rrni-».  ed  desire 
to  give  a  useful  work  to  \'\-  countryri^ien,  he  c!  e^i- 
fully  enters  upon  the  labors  of  tlie  Ne-A^  Yeur- — 
confidently  trusting  that  picbUc  upiniuti  will  m;tntle 
his  uumei-uus  irTipeifcctions  and  iminlentioi.al  ei- 
rors:  firmly  relying  uptm  it  also,  as  the  proprieto;- 
of  txfvee  press,  to  sliieid  iiiin  from  the  n. align!  3* 
of  soiTic,  that  a  sense  of  vhat  lie  owed  to  ins  Ct u 
and  conntrij,  has  caused  liini  to  ollend,  in  tlie  pub- 
lication  of  that  whi.li  appe.red  to  him  to  be  useful 
and   necessartj  tuutb. 

-(■'I'he  first  instalment  was  pajalile  on  the  first 
Mofid.iy  of  July  (wliich  was  ll\{:  secoicl  day  of  die 
month)  1816 — the  second,  ^\k  raleridar  iroiulis 
thereafiet-,  i.  e.  on  the  second  d:iy  of  )anu;iry  1817, 
The  charier  (sec. 9,  Weekly  Regislervol.  X,  page 
1.31)  says  of  the  first  directors,  &.c.  they  shall  "strva 
until  the  end  antl  e\i)irati()r.  of  the  hist  Monday 
in  January  next  ensunig  [1S17J —  an<l  tiiey  siiail 
{£j'Tnr.ti  and  TiiEMKKiiuiii  C'O.M.MF.JsCE  u/.c/t-.-,;,- 
tinue  the  optvations  of  tlie  saia  bank  at  "the  cilj  of 
Philadeiphia." 

*\Ve  give  tlie  fulltst  meaning  to  this  hard  word 
["malignit)  ."]  Li  «.[!  our  remarks  <!pon  bar^ks  aiid 
hanking,  we  have  endeavouied  lospcak  only  toil.?; 
filnebs  ol'  Tlii'i^s,  and  have    not  named  one   ind:- 
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Revolutionary  Speeches,  &c. 

The  editor  of  t?ie  Weekly  Resisteh  respectful- 
ly announces  his  intention  of  immediately  putting 
to  press  the  long  projected  volume  of  Revolution- 

AHT  SPEEOHES,  OHATIOHS     AND  PAPE8S — which    Shall 

be  proceeded  leisurely  with,  until  it  is  completed. 

It  is  much  to  be  rej^retted  that  very  few  of  the 
soul  stirrinsf  orations  and  speeches  of  the  revolu- 
tionary period  remain  to  claim  the  admiration  of  a 
blessed  posterity:  Still,  some  good  things  are 
left  to  us, — and,  by  a  liberal  enlargement  of  the 
plan  originally  proposed,  we  feel  pretty  confident 
of  presenting  an  acceptable  gift  to  th  e  American 
peoplp,  by  rescuing  from  oblivion  a  great  variety 
of  fl.^eiing,  scattered  articles,  belonging  to  the  his- 
tory 'f  our  country  anterior  to  the  sublime  epoch 
of  t!\e  revolution,  during  its  continuance,  and  im- 
mediately »fier  its  glorious  tei-mination,  whilst  its 
feelings  were  fresh  upon  the  heart  and  understand- 
ing of  our  heroes  and  sages.  As  heretofore  observ- 
ed, our  collection  of  materials  are  somewliat  ex- 
tensive, our  resouro,'?s  promise  some  rich  additional 
supplies, — and  do  effort  shall  be  left  untried  to 
incre.»se  our  store:  so  that,  on  the  whole,  tliough 
our  colleciion  will  doubtless  be  defective,  and 
perhaps,  not  equal  the  expectations  of  some,  we 
are  consoled  with  a  full  belief  that  it  will  not  be 
unworthy  of  tlie  patronage  of  ^.n  enlightened  public 
— zealous  to  catcii  a  "spark  from  tlie  aUnr  of  '7(5,", 
and  prepared  to  en'.er  into  the  spirit  of  past  times. 

The  v..)lume  will  be  slowly  printed  as  the  matter 
presents  itself,  and  he  concluded  as  soon  as  the 
nature  of  things  will  admit  it— but  shall  not  be 
hurried.  Order  in  ils  arrangement  can  hardly  be 
hoped  for;  but  it  will  not,  on  that  account,  suffer 
much  depreciation  of  value. 

Gentlemen  possessed  of  fugitive  pieces  or  scarce 
books — shedding  new  light  upon  the  history  of  our 
country, and  spirit  and  manners  of  our  counlrymen, 
froTi  t!ie  earliest  settlement  of  America,  to  as  late- 
ti  period  as  the  year  1790,  are  earnestly  invited  to 
forward  them  to  the  editor.  Such  as  are  esteemed 
as  anticjuities  shall  be  carefully  .handled  and  faith- 
fully reuirnrd,  if  des'.red,  whether  they  are  used 
or  not;  and  tiie  names  of  tiie  contributors  of  curi- 
ous papers  shall  be  recorded,  if  pcrmiUed.  la  tiie 
great  scope  here  allowed,  it  may  be  jjroper,  how- 
ever, to  observe,  that  we  do  not  [in  the  first  place, 
at  least]  intend  to  insert  any  tiling  that  has  receiv- 
ed a  permanenl  form  m  any  bos^k  generally  accessi- 
ble, unless  as  in  connecvion  with  some  scarce  mat- 
ter of  fact  or  opinion  necessary  to  be  preserved. 
If  such  matter  enough  cannot  be  obtained  to  make 
out  the  voiu.iie,  recourse  sliall  be  had  to  seme 
things  of  more  modern  dates,  partaking  of  the  fire 
or  elucidating  the  eveiusof  former  times. 

The  volume  will  be  printetl  in  the  same  form, 
size  and  manner  of  the  llhCiisTiiii;  but,  in  al!  other 
respects,  will  be  considered  as  detached  from  it. 
Only  about  1500  copies,  of  svliich  5  or  60O  are  al- 
ready engaged,  will  be  published — price  three  dol- 
lars, in  sheets. 

vidua!,  though  we  might  liave  told  some  very  cu- 
rious 'ales  about  several  persons  that  we  know. 
This  courtesy  has  not  been  returned — some  seem 
disposed  to  regard  what  we  have  said  as  personal, 
and  };s  determined  to  act  upon  that  jjr'iiiciple  when 
opportunity  sh;dl  ofl'cr  to  do  so.  Vv  e  notice  tliem 
fo;-  this  time  only,  to  tell  them  that,  mighty  as 
\hej  liiought  tliey  were,  we  are  more  independent 
of  then,  tlianthey  are  of  us.  "Every  dogbasliis  day." 
They  haVw  imd  tbeh's,  may  wc  nol.  tlsS),  have  ouja.' 


Relations  with  Spain. 

The  documents  touching  our  relations  with 
Spain,  which  we  publish  this  week,  occupy  a  space 
that  costs  us  for  "paper  and  print,"  about  one  hm- 
dred  and  forty  dollars:  now,  we  very  much  question 
whether  all  that  has  been  said  on  both  sides,  is 
intrinsically  worth  this  amount  to  tiie  people  of  the 
United  States! — and,  we  have  already  another  se- 
ries of  such  documents,  as  announced  in  the  arti- 
cle from  the  JVaiional  Intelligencer,  inserted  below, 
which,  like  the  preceding,  must  be  published.  The 
poeple,  we  have  no  doubt,  are  quite  weary  of  those 
'•long  talks"  to  and  from  ti)e  agents  of  Spain — v»x 
et  prccterea  riihil;  and  are  little  disposed  to  hear  any 
more  of  them. 

We  now  also  publish  a  treaty  concluded  in  1802 
— between  sij-t^en  and  seventeen  years  ago,  snd  just 
ratified! — it  will  be  as  m-\x\v  ypara  more  before  we 
can  vegociate  a  performance  of  its  stipulations!- 

What  matters  it,  that  we  have  the  best  of  the 
argument,  or  tjiat  don  Onis,  and  others,  are  made 
to  appear  as  -worthy  representatives  of  Ferdinand 
THE  great! — we  gain  nothing  by  it;  we  do  not  ad- 
vance one  jot  or  tittle  nearer  to  tlie  justice  that 
we  claim:  nay,  we  rather  seem  to  have  retrograded 
from  the  prospect  of  obtaining  it.  Every  tliinjj is 
evaded,  or  turned  and  twisted  into  so  many  shapes, 
tJial  a  whole  college  of  Jesuits  could  not  decypher 
its  meaning,  if  any  meaning  it  is  intended  to  have; 
and,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  we  might  as 
as  well  reaion  with  a  caput  mortuum:  we  would 
tlierefore,  respecifully  propose  that  our  diploraa- 
tic  relations  with  Spain  siiould  wholly  ce.^se— at 
le:i.st,  that  no  further  attempt  should  be  made  lo 
settle  our  differences  by  written  communications, 
until  anew  spirit  influences  Spain.  Let  iVlr.  Onis 
go  home,  and  Mr.  Ervingcome  home — telling  Spain 
and  the  world  at  tiie  same  time,  that  though  yet  un- 
resolved as  to  making  w;u' upon  her,  now — weare 
resolved  not  to  be  fooled  with  any  longer,  and  de- 
termined to  exact  justics  in  the  manner  most  con.- 
vevient  to  ourselves,  witiiout  any  more  talk  about 
it — unless  coiivii.ced  tliut  sometliing  more  than 
talking  is  designed  to  be  done.  We  seriously  be. 
lifve  tliat  such  a  course  of  conduct  would  meet 
tlie  approbation  of  every  dispassionate  man  in  the 
world.  It.  is  really  too  much  that  our  money  should 
be  Wasted  in  paying  a  minister  in  Europe,  and  that 
tlie  precious  time  of  our  secretary  of  state  should 
hf  consumed,  witliout  a  hope  of  effecting  any  good 
whatsoever.  Spain  has  not  acted  decisively  on . 
any  point  presented  to  her,  except  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Meade,  and  we  do  not  thank  her  in  the  least  foi' 
that.  It  was  the  energy  .of  our  own  congress,  that 
made  her  listen  to  reason  in  this  case — and  the 
like  decision  will  produce  like  etl'ects  in  others,  or 
stibject  all  questions  between  us  to  the  arguraeat 
of  power. 

From  the  JS'ationai  Intelligencer,  of  liec.  29. 

Tliere  was  yesterday  transmitted  to  the  house  of 
representatives,  by  the  president,  in  conformity  to 
the  resolution  of  that  body,  calling  for  further  in* 
formation  relative  to  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
Spain,  a  number  of  documents;  among  winch  the 
most  important  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  secrft»ry 
Adams  to  our  minister  in  Spain,  dated  on  the  23tii 
of  last  month.*  This  letter  is  devoted  to  tiie  exa- 
mination of  the  note  from  the  Spanish  secretary  of 
state,  addressed    to  our   minisi.er  Mr.  Ei-ving,  re- 


"This  is  a  very  able  state  p'.per— ot'higiily  i"'^" 
; resting    detail  and    profou..d  reasoning,  tipon  llie 
even's  tl:atoccuned  in  Floridu.  '   'Eu-HiiG. 
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spectinfftbe  events  of  the  late  war  with   the  Se- [ridden  by  any  Lincolnshire  lady,  (being  her  own 
ininole  Indians  and  the  invasion  of  Florida,  which,  j  property)  for  100  guineas! 


through  tlie  medium  of  the  European  newspapers, 
h«s  found  its  way  to  this  country,  and  doubtless,  to 
all  the  cabinets"  of  Europe.      Tlie    letter  of  Mr. 
Adams  may  be  regarded  as  the  replication  of  the 
American  g-overnment  to  the  manifesto  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain;  for  such   the  letter  of  M.   Pi- 
zarro  became,  by   tlie    unusual    and    ostentatious 
publicity  given  to  it.     In  this  light,  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Adams  becomes  a  highly  interesting  state  pa- 
per.   Its  length  does  not  deier  us  from  promising 
it  to  our  readers  in  our  next;   though  we  will  not 
venture  to  say  when  we  shall  be  able  to  publish  the 
documentary  evidences  appended  to  it,  consisting 
ofimore  than  seventy    different  papers,  some  of 
them  very  curious,  and  all  of  them,    from    their 
bearing  on  questions  of  late  much  agitated,  well 
Worlhy  of  publication. 


Foreign  Articles. 

J,w(hn  dates  to  J^'ovewheT  1. 

The  Drilish  army  is  to  be  reduced  33,000  men — 
recruiiiog  is  suspended. 

The  klngf  is  noticed  as  hw'ms;  reigned  5%  years — 
two  years  longer  than  any  former  British  sovereign. 
Query — has  he  reirned  during  his  madness?  'I'he 
queen  is  expected  shortly  to  die;  and,  In  that  case, 
the  care  of  the  king  is  to  be  confided  to  the  duke  of 
York,  with  an  additional  allowance  for  his  services! 

.\meric.'^n  wheat  at  Liverpool,  Oct.  20,  lis  to  lis 
U  per  70  vbs. 

Stock-^,  London,  October,  26,  3  per  cent,  consols. 
??-7-8— i. 

Pi-ice  (if  American  stocks  on  the  29lh  Oct. — 3  per 
cents.  67 — new  6  per  cents.  101  a  102^,  U.  States' 
bafik  shares,  23/  lOs  <;  291 

Some  transports  were  expected  to  leave  London 
about  the  1st  of  Nov.  with  no  less  than  1500  volun- 
teers, eva-oUeil  in  England  for  the  insurgent  ar- 
my of'  Si>uth-Anrierica. 

It  lias  been  oj/iciullt/  announced  to  the  prince  re- 
Ejent,  that  her  ro^al  higluiess  the  duchess  of  Cla- 
rence is  m  that  stale  which  prornises  lo  realize  the 
expectations  of  the  nation!  We  understand  also 
that  ttie  ducliess  of  Kent  is  favorably  advanced  in 
P'-t'r^n<uiii,.-  h-m]  we  trust  I'lat  both  the  royal  prin- 
cesses will  return  lo  England  previously  to  their 
accouclmen.! ! 

It  is  stated,  upon  the  best  authority,  that  there 
are  in  London  from  120  to  130,000  children,  be- 
tween the  age  of  6  and  16,  without  tlie  means  of 
educaiioii;  and  that  from  2  to  4,000  of  these  are 
hired  lo  beggars  and  en^ipioyed  in  thieving. 

Various  opinions   continued  to  be  staled  respect- 
ing the  probability  of  the  bank  of  England  payicg 
in  specie;  uiit  as  iliey  are  derived  from  individiuds 
an  interest  in  raising  or  de- 


wlu)  have  generally 


pressing  the  funds,  they  arc  entitled  to  less  consi 


deration.     Three  rurnors,  iiovvever,  previ.iied  upon 

this  subject  yesterday,  that  perhsps  deserve  meii- 

tionir.g    1.  That  the  standard  will  be  silver,  U)  be 

made  a  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  100/.  2.  That 

the  bank  shall  be  at  liberty  to  issvie  gold  pieces  of 

the  current  value  of  41  Is  9d  per  ounce,  the  present 

standard  being  31  17s  lO^d.     3.  That  an  office  for 

the  sale  of  specie  will  be  established  at  the  Bullion 

office  in  the  bank,  where  it  may  be  bought  and  sold    An  attack  upon  Cumana  is  designed. 

like  a  regular  article  of  trade 


A  half  seive  of  Delaware  pippens,  (says  a  Londtfl 
paper  of  Oct.  22)  a  very  large  handsome  American 
apple,  of  which,  it  is  said,  there  are  only  two  trees 
in  England,  was  exposed  for  sale,  yesterday,  in 
Covent  Garden  market,  and  sold  at  the  rate  of  one 
shilling  sterling  each  apple. 

AIX  LA  CHAPELLB. 

All  the  allied  sovereigns,  except  the  emperor  of 
Austria,  had  left  this  city,  to  visit  Paris.  Some  of 
their  ministers  remained  to  adjtist  minor  matters. 

The  fortress  of  Valenciennes  has  been  delivered 
up  to  France;  and,  after  a  grand  review  of  the  army 
of  occupation,  the  troops  were  withdrawing.  Con- 
siderable desertions  are  .«aid  to  have  occurred. 

We  are  not  distinctly  informed  of  what  has  been 
transacted  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  further  than  that 
which  related  to  France.  It  is  stated,  however,  that 
the  high  allies  fhad  refused  to  interfere  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  but  considered  the  neutrali- 
ty of  the  European  powers  hs  suitable  to  the  state 
of  commerce  which  they  wish  to  maintain  with  the 
new  world.  The  affairs  of  Bavaria  and  Badeu  appear 
to  be  settled. 

FnAl^CE. 

It  is  calculated  in  a  Paris  paper  that  the  French 
monarchy  contains  29,800,000  inhabitants,  of  whom 
108,000  speak  Basque.  900,000  speak  the  Kymrique, 
or  Low  Breton,  160,000  speak  Italian,  1.700.000 
speak  Oerman,  and  the  remaining  27,000,000  speak 
French.  It  is  also  calculated,  that  of  these  there 
are  26,400,000  Cathorirs,  2,300,000  Calvinistg, 
1,100,000  Lutherans,  60,000  Jews,  2,OC0  Hertenhu- 
tieos,  and  550  quakers. 

NAPOLEOW   BONAPARTE. 

Generfd  Gaurand,  who  lately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  archduchess  Maria  Louisa,  begging  her  to 
interfere  with  the  congress  in  favor  of  her  liusband 
and  his  master,  is  said  to  have  received  for  answer 
to  his  applicaiion,a  present  of  about  30,000  francs; 
and  positive  orders  to  address  her  imperial  high- 
ness no  more  upon  the  subject. 

SPAI.^. 

We  hear  of  ne-.o  embarrassments  in  the  finances 
of  Spain'  Loans  cannot  be  raised  by  any  means — 
so  much  is  tiie  country  impoverished;  and  the  taxes 
cannot  be  collected. 

WEST    INDIES. 

The  average  of  arrivals  of  American  vessels  at 
the  port  of  Havana,  is  given  at  from  50  to  60  per 
month! 

SOUTH    A.MEniCA. 

We  have  not  at  present,  any  thing  important 
from  Venezuela,  except  that  the  province  of  Coro 
Iias  raised  the  patriot  standard,  with  some  account 
of  an  attempt  made  by  the  bloody  Morillo  to  se- 
duce the  patriot  general  Saraza  from  his  duty. 
The  latter  most  severely  retorted  on  the  former 
his  aHected  reverence  of  Justice  and  religion. 

A  proclamation  had  issued  for  the  election  and 
convocation  of  a  new  congress. 

As  soon  as  lord  Cochrane  shall  have  fixed  uport 
his  course  of  proceeding,  v/e  may  expect  to  hear 
dashing  news.  Some  British  oCicers,  however, 
have  arrived  at  Trinidad,  who  left  the  patriots  on 
the  Oi-onoco  in  disgust. 

Lord  Cochrani?,  besides  his  frigate,  is  said  to 
have  with  him  three  sloops  of  war,  well  furnished. 


An  American  vessel  has  been  sent  into  Marga- 
A  lady,  calling  herself  Harriet  Beecher,  adver- '  retta  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  the  coas';  the 
tises  in  a  Stamford  paper,  that  she  will  run  her  cargo  was  condemned,  but  the  ves':el  cleared,  the 
horse  Ironsides,  against  any  three  year  old  horse,  ]  captors  to  pay  afreiglUof  3  dollars  per  barrel.   It 
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is  said  that  the  "afjent  of  the  United  States"  in 
Venezuela,  has  strongly  protested  against  the  pa- 
per blockades  of  lhe  coast. 

Bolivar  has  resip^ned  his  office,  as  chief  of  the 
civil  j^overniTient  of  Venezuela.  The  people  were 
To  elect  his  successor.  He  is  said  to  have  regif^ned 
of  necessity  only,  and  Is  called  an  "imbecile  usur- 
per." 

There  arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres,  in  Anfjust  last, 
a  Spanish  transport,  which  had  sailed  fi-om  Cadiz 
for  Lima,  with  200  troops— the  men  rose  upon  their 
officers  and  killed  such  as  would  not  join  them, 
and  ordered  the  captain  and  crew  to  navigate  the 
vessel  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  Ihfy  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  paiiiot  government. 

We  have  just  received  accounts  from  Chili,  to 
the  2rih  September.  The  royalists  blew  up  the 
works  and  abandoned  Conception,  on  the  5ih  of 
that  month — there  were  illuminations  at  Valparaiso 
w\  the  occasion.  The  expelition  juit  fitting  out 
for  that  place  was  then  lo  be  turned  immediate- 
ly to  Liria,  and  was  preparing  with  redoubled  vi 
j?or.  The  fleet  desti.'ied  to  net  in  the  hoped  for 
subjugation  of  Peru,  under  the  command  nf  admi- 
ral Bl.inco,  consi'.ts  of  the  following  vessels — the 
San  Martin. 64  guns;  (formerly  t!ie  Cu.mherland, 
KngHsh.  Indiaman;)  the  l.autaro,  54;  the  Coquimbo, 
20;  (fr)r!nerly  the  Avon  of  Boston,)  the  fVrcharain 
18,  (foimerly  the  Columbus,  of  New  York,)  the 
Eagle  13,  a  prize  from  the  Spaniards,  the  Maypo 
16,  (formerly  the  Ariel  of  Baltimore,)  the  Santia 
go  14,  (formerly  the  Lancaster  Witch;)  three  gun 
boats,  and  several  other  armed  vessels,  besides  a 
sumber  of  transports.  General  San  .Martin  was  at 
Mendozi  on  Lis  way  to  Santiago,  with  areinfox'ce- 
ment,  and  money,  &cc.  &.c. 


Legislature  of  Peansylvania. 

;  RESOLUTIONS  RELATIV^E  TO  BANKS. 

Head  in  Senate,  Dec.  15,  1818. 
BY  iMn.  SxTKKP. — \^late  £''overnoi-.] 
Whereas  it  is  a  primary  duty  of  every  govern- 
ment to  protect  credit,  to  cherish  productne  indus- 
try and  to  foster  commerce,  and  in  order  to  efi'ect 
these  important  objects,  it  is  bound  to  provide  a 
circulating'  medium  i  ot  liable  to  depreciation  from 
excess,  nor  subject  to  arbitrary  fluctuation  in  a- 
mount,  by  which  the  value  of  property  may  be  af- 
fected independently  of  the  operations  of  supply 
and  demand,  or  of  such  dangers.  And  whereas,  by 
the  institution  of  banks,  bank  notes  constitute  a 
large  portion  of  the  circulating  currency  of  the 
country,  and  experience,  both  at  home  and  abroad 
has  proven,  that  coin  possessing  the  character  of 
merchandise,  as  well  as  that  of  money;  or  a  measure 
of  value  will  be  exported,  whenever  it  will  j'ield  a 
pi'ofit — under  which  circumstances  banks  have  been 
compelled,  and  it  may  be  anticipated  maj'  again  be 
compared  to  .suspend  specie  payments  fi'om  an  in- 
ability to  procure  an  immediate  supply  of  coin  to 
liqulii^te  'lieir  notes,  though  they  may  be  perfectly 
■SDlvcn'..  And  whereas,  ma)ty  abuses  may  be  com- 
luitted  and  evils  cn.aikd  on  soeiety,  ui  a  state  of  af- 
fairs 30  mucii  t")  i)e  deprecaicd,  and  against  which 
the  legislative  authority  is  obli!;ed  to  guard  the  pub- 
lir:- 

'■•■■   ■,■  fore,  be  :t  Resolved,  Tiiat  to  the  committee 
ipijointed  on  tiie  su'.\iect  of  bar.ks,  be  suo- 
•    followii.g  proposi'.ims: — 
hrr  it  shall  not  bt;  obligatory  on  any  bank 
ly  tiie   state,  that  shall  suspend  specie 
•ji.iT'^'.hatf  ly  bv  pu'.;iiu  notice    in  news- 


air 


a  meeting-  of  the  stockholders,  and  to 


them  at  such  meeting  to  submit,  a  full  and  fair  state, 
meiit  of  tlie  affairs  of  such  institution — to  make  a 
like  fuU  and  correct  statement  of  its  affairs,  statin? 
the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  the  debts  due  to" 
and  those  due  by,  the  bank,  the  amooint  of  specie 
in  its  vaults,  with  any  other  property  it  may  be  pos, 
sessed  of,  which  sworn  to  and  certified  by  the  casli. 
ier  or  president,  shall  be  within  one  week  from  the 
date  of  such  .suspension  of  specie  payments,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Auditor  General,  to  be  by  him  laid 
before  the  legislature  if-then  in  session,  or  immedi- 
ately  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  As- 
senibly. 

II.  That  during  the  s^ispension  of  specie  pay. 
ments  by  any  such  bank,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
suc-ti  institution  to  declare  a  dividend;  but  that  it  be 
solely  confined  to  elfecting  as  early  as  possible,  a  re- 
sumption of  its  specie  payments. 

III.  That  whether  during  the  suspension  of  spe. 
cie  payments,  it  should  not  be  made  obligatory  oa 
such  bank,  so  suspending  payment  in  specie,  as  a- 
foresaid,  to  make  quarterly  returns  of  its  affairs  to 
the  Auditor  General,  under  oath  of  the  president 
or  cashier,  to  be  laid  before  tlie  legislature— and 
that  during  the  period  of  such  suspension,  such 
bank  should  be  restricted  in  its  issues  of  notes  so  as 
not  to  exceed  the  average  issue  of  notes  for  the 
mouth  last  preceding  its  suspension  of  specie  pay. 
ments — and  whether  in  case  of  any  excess  beyond 
that  amount  the  charter  shall  not  be  declared  for- 
feited; and  whether  the  directors  present  at  the 
time  such  excess  was  autliorized,  shall  not  be  made 
liable  to  damages  in  their  private  capacities,  to  the- 
amount  of  such  excess. 

IV.  That  whether  any  stockholder  living  within 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  per* 
milted  to  vote  by  pro.xy  at  an  election  for  direc- 
tors of  any  banks  chartered  in  the  said  city  or  Eb- 
erties,  and  whether  any  stockholder  in  any  bank 

■  chartered  in  any  county  in  this  state,  living  within 
two  miles  of  such  bank,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote 
at  any  such  election  for  directors  by  proxy  for  oth- 
ers, a  greater  number  of  votes,  than  the  highest 
number  of  votes  allowed  to  a  stockholder  on  his 
stock. 

V.  Whether  in  case  of  forfeiture  of  the  charter 
of  any  bank,  or  of  a  voluntary  dissolution,  it  shall 
not  be  made  the  duty  of  the  president  or  cashier 
or  both,  to  give  notice  thereof  in  newspapers,  and 
file  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  county 
wherein  such  bank  shall  happen  to  be,  upon  oath 
or  afhrmation,  a  general  and  fair  statement  of  their 
afiairsas  suggested  in  the  first  proposition,  amongst 
which  shall  be  a  specific  list  of  the  notes  discounted, 
and  due  the  bank,  omitting  the  names  of  the  draw- 
ei"s  and  endorsers,  but  identifying  them  by  date, 
amouiit,and  by  numbering- tlicni;  the  whole  of  which 
to  be  subject  to  attachment  for  tlie  benefit  general- 
ly of  the  creditors  of  such  baitfc.  And  whether  in 
case  of  neglect  or  refusal  the  wiiole  interior  of  the 
bank  shall  not  be  open  to  inspection,  and  transcrip- 
tion, on  summary  process  to  be  issued  by  a  judge  ot 
the  common  pleas. 

[These  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the  17th  ult.] 
In  the  Senate  also,  on  the   17th  inst.  Mr.  liapaf 
offered  the  following  resolution- 

"Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  some 
of  the  Institutions  within  this  Commonwealth, which 
h:.ve  been  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  Bankinji 
of  Insurance,  of  promoting  internal  improvement\ 
and  for  other  objects,  have  violated  the  provisions 
of  their  charters  by  itjfiinous  loans  of  money  upo" 
pron\issory  notes,  bonds  :  r.d  mortgages,  and  othe^ 
wise,  and  by  other  illegal  trajtsactions,  Thefeftf^j 
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have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise 

rrfOn  which  the  Democratic  -Press  observes — 
«This  is  a  verv  proper  and  a  very  important  reso- 
lution. Tlie  "facts  alluded  to  by  Mr.  llag-uet  are 
veil  known  and  much  deplored  in  this  city.  AVe 
do  not  know  a  subject  more  loudly  demanding  in- 
quiiT  t!i.tn  the  conduct  of  some  of  our  Insurance 
Companies  in  their  loans  on  resprmdentia.  These 
loans  are  made  at  the  most  exorbitant  interest;  they 
iii'e  tiie  ruin  of  individuals,  and  the  great  drain  by 
wiiich  sjieeie  is  carried  ovit  of  the  nation.  We  hope 
jlr.  Kagiiet  will  ]jer9evcre  in  his  motion,  and 
couutcnanced  by  the  legislature. 


be 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

"  Dec.  24  Mr.  Snnford  presented  the  memorial 
«f  tjie  New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  ma- 
n'lmission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as 
Jiave  been  or  may  be  liberated;  which  was  read  and 
leferred  to  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  slaves. 
Dec.  I?).  The  senate  was  occupied  the  principal 
part  ofthis  day  on  executive  business,  always  trans- 
scteu  with  closed  doors.  The  legislative  business 
was  of  minor  interesi—the  bill  providing  for  the 
.ndmlssion  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  and  the 
o'lier  matters  of  interest,  being  deferred  to  future 

days. 

Dec.  29.  After  some  minor  busineSs,  the  senate 
apain  went  into  the  considcwtion  of  executive  bu- 
siness. 

Dec.  30.  Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration: 

,Resolveil,  That  the  committee  on  nav.al  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorisiagby  lav/  the  purchase  of  live  oak  timber 
suitable  for  building  sloops  of  war,  or  other  small 
vessels  necessary  for  the  naval  service. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  oflertd  by  Mr.  lioberts  on  the 
^9th  inst.  and  agreed  thereto: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  enquire 
whether  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municated to  the  senate  by  the  message  of  the 
president,  on  the  20lh  of  April  last,  are  conforma- 
ble to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  fer  establishing  a 
navy  department,"  by  adding  thereto  a  board  of 
navy  commissioners;  and  whether  or  not  they  in- 
convenien'.ly  interfere  with  other  acts  of  congiess 
relating  to  the  naval  establisliment,  and  how  far 
they  may  appear  to  be  expedient;  and  also  whether 


lie  it  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointcdl  On  motion  of  Mr.  JJncohi,  the  committee  on  In.* 
i  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  several  corpora-  dian  afTairs  was  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
tions  within  this  commonwealth,  against  which  a' pediency  of  providing,  by  law,  that  it  be  the  duty 
charge  of  illegal  conduct  shall  be  exhibited,  withj  of  the  several  public  agents  employed  by  the  U. 
no'wer  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  that  they   States  to  transact  business  with  the  Indian  tribes, 

'        -  ' '-  »—  i-:i'  "■•  "tK^""Mco  to  obtain  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative 

to  the  population,  manners  and  customs,  history 
languages,  or  any    thing    peculiar  to  said  tribes,* 
and  report  the  same  annually  to  the   secretary  of 
war. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Cofib,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  tLe  president  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house, 
if  in  his  opinion  the  same  should  no  be  inconsis- 
tent with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence, if  any,  between  the  dep  a  tment  of  war 
and  the  governor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  let- 
ter of  the  latter  to  the  former,  dated  on  the  first 
of  June  in  the  present  year,  communicated  to  this 
house  on  the  12th  insl.  and  also,  the  correspon- 
dence, if  any,  between  the  department  of  war  and 
general  Andrew  .lackson,  in  answer  to  the  letter 
of  latter,  of  the  dale  of  the  Tth  A!iiy,  1818,  also 
communicated  to  this  house  on  the  12'.h  inst. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  James 
Dufour,  and  associates,  being  put  on  its  p.-issage— 
was  rejected  by  yea";  and  nays.  For  it  65;  against 
it  66  [On  Monday  following  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
consider this  bill,  when  it  w«s  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  But  on  Tuesday,  by  a  private  letter 
just  then  received,  it  appeared  the  payment  re- 
quested to  be  deferred  hnd  been  msde,  though  at 
a  great  loss — and  the  bill  v/as  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.] 

Adjourned  to  %Tonday  next. 

Monday,  D<c  23.  A  message  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  ,t, 
Monroe,  his  private  secretary,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  whh  a  resolution  of  this  house,  of  the 
15th  inst.  a  report  of  sucli  further  correspondence 
and  proceedings,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with 
Spain,  as  it  sho\ild  not  be  inconsistent  with  tlie 
public  interest  to  divulge.  The  message,  report 
and  documents  accompinying  it,  (comprising  a 
volume  of  about  360  pages)  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Dunn,  tlie  sergeant  at  arms  of  this  liouse, 
stating  that  John  Anderson  has  instituted  a  suit 
against  him  on  a  charge  of  false  imprisonment,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  arrested  and  held  in 
custody  the  said  Anderson,  under  an  order  of  the 
house;  which  letter  was  referred  to  the  judiciary 
oommittee. 

After  debate,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens  was  rejected. 

_  Tuesday,  Dec.  29.  Mr.  H  jYelsm,  from  the  judl- 
clary  committee,  to  v.'hom  had  been  referred  the 
letter  of  the  sergeant  at  arm?,  respecting  the  suit 
commenced  against  him  by  John  Anderson,  re- 
ported a  resolution  authorising  and  requesiiirg 
the  speaker    to  employ   such   counsel,   as  he  may 


any,  and,  if  any,  what  legislative  provision  niay  be 

necessary  to  give  tliem  the  f)rGe  and  elfect  of  law. 
Several  bills  were  received  from  the  other  house}  think  proper,  to  defend  the  suit  brought  by  John 

Anderson  against  the  said  Thomas  Dunn,  and  that 
the  expensed   be  defrayed  out   of  the    contingent 


of 


for  concurrence 

The  senate  tlien  resumed  the  consideration 
executive  business;  after  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF     KEPHESr.NTATIVKS. 

Thursday,  Dec  24..  Mr.  Murr  from  Ten.  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Pleasants,  the  naval  committee 
were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of 
authorisieg,  by  law,  the  purchase  of  the  timber, 
'I»rticulariy  Hve  oak,  necessary  for  building  twenty 
sloops  or  o(her  small  ve'b'sJels  of  v/ar. 


fund  of  the  house:  which  resolution  was  concurred 
in. 

A  reconsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  E. 
Stevens,  rejected  yesterday,  was  proposed  and 
Strongly  objected  to— but  after  two  hours  debate, 
it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  it— and  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  comndttee. 

The  bill  reported  at  the  last  session,  authorising 
a  subscription   tb  the  Ch'e8upe.ike  and   Delawa;e 


.35,^ 
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canal  company,  being   called    as  the  order  of  the 
<lay. 

On  the  sugt^estion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  that  as  Mr. 
M'Lane,  who  reporied  the  bill,  was  absent,  as  one 
of  the  bank  committee — it  was  referred  to  th-e 
committee  on  internal  improvement. 

Wednesday,  Bee.  30.  On  motion  of  Mr.  ITohnes^ 
two  thousand  additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  of  the  message  of  the  president  and  docu- 
ments, transmitted  to  congress  on  the  28th,  (re- 
specting our  relations  witli  Spain.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  the  committee 
on  the  post  office  were  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorising  tlie  establishment  of 
a  post  route  from  Cincinnati,  in  Ohio,  to  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana,  by  steam  boats  or  otlierwise. 

This  day  was  chiefly  spent  in  hearing  reports 
"upon,  and  considering  private  claims. 

{^Thursday,  Dec.  o\.  In  consequence  of  the 
decease  of  George  Murnfoid,  esq.  a  repi-es«>ntative 
from  North  Carolina,  no  business  was  transacted 
in  congress  this  day.  Tlie  order  of  his  funeral  was 
arranged  to  take  place  to-morrow,  (.Jan.  1,  1819) 
— and  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  this  estimable 
gentleman,  each  liouse  agreed  to  wear  crape  on  the 
left  arm  fop  one  month. 


CHKONiCLE. 

The  treaty  lately  concluded  with  Great  Britain 
is  now  understood  to  be  before  the  senate — and  its 
provisions  will  probably,  soon  be  belter  known  tlian 
by  common  ropoit. 

.Tolin  Gcddes,  esq.  lias  been  elected  governor  of 
South  Carolina.  A  resolution  has  been  ottered  by 
the  coujmittee  to  appropriate  the  annual  nutn  of 
g,200,000  for  ten  ye;.rs  to  internal  improvements. 

M.ijor  gf.n.  li'itliam  Yoiaigblood,  has  been  electeil 
by  the  legislaluie,  Iteulenjiit  governor  of  the  same 
state. 

A  bill  has  passed  the  senate  of  Sou'h  Carolina, 
and  passfd  a  second  reading  in  the  !)ouse  of  repre 
sentatives  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  7o,  nays  30 — re- 
pealing the  laws  of  that  s.Vdt(i  prohibiting  the  intro- 
diiction  of  slaves.  The  chief  reason  assigned  for 
this  proceeding  is,  tliat  gi-eat  numbers  are  intro- 
duced contrary  to  law.  The  bill  has  since  passed 
into  a  law. 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina,  has  issued  his 
proclamation  announcing  the  election  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  to  serve  in  liie  next  ccng'css,  viz: — 
Charles  Pinckney,  ff'iUiam  I.owniks,  James  Irvin, 
James  Overstreet,  Starling  Tucker^  Eldred  Siinkins, 
£litis  Earle,  Juhn  .WCrery  and  Joseph  lirevard. 

Insolent  proceeding.  A  vessel  called  the  Hornet, 
fitted  out  at  Baltimore,  being  suspected  as  in- 
tended for  a  privateer,  and  having  left  tlie  port 
without  the  usual  formalities,  the  revenue  cutiev 
■Was  sent  after  her,  and  took  possession  (if.'ier  wliiist 
yet  in  the  Pa'.upsco,  leavjug  tlie  lieut.  of  the  cutter 
in  charge  to  bring  her  under  the  guns  of  I-'ori  .Mc 
Henry  as  so'*n  as  the  wind  faVdred.  The  ne.Kl 
mon'ing  after  that,  tlie  I9th  ult.says  the  account,  a 
finel;;'eze  blowing  f.om  tjie  N.  VV.  the  Buenos 
Ayr&an  -.rig  Fverreydon  came  down  the  river,  and 
passing  near  10  thellornel,  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  iurier  gave  three  cheers-,  wl-ich  being  answered 
from  the  brig,  the  til  ;>'.  lieut.  of  the  Hornet,  in  de- 
fiauc-e  of  thn  oniers  &v.C>.  reraonstra^ice  of  lieut. 
ISI^rshail,  (of  the  cutter)  got  the  scJtooner  under 
"veigh,  and  proceeded  down  after  the  Puerreydon 


As  they  were  proceeding  for  sea,  lieut.  Marshtll 
attempting  to  speak  a  vessel,  was  ordered  to  be 
seized  and  carried  below — finally,  the  pirates  re- 
leased him  at  the  Capes.  On  inifbrmation  of  this 
outrage  reaching  Norfolk,  some  bustle  was  made 
to  arrest  the  Hornet,  hut  before  any  thing  could  be' 
done,  she  Iiad  effected  her  escape. 

Another  account  gives  us  to  understand  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  proceeding  to  sea  with- 
out a  regular  clearancp,  until  the  officer  from  the 
cutter  was  put  on  board;  and  denies  the  fjct  that 
that  officer  was  in  any  other  way  badly  treated, 
except  in  being  carried  off. 

The  Hornet  is  called  a  Chilian  privateer — her 
captain's  name  is  said  to  be  Ozores  Orne,  Be.ity 
1st,  Like,  2nd,  and  Smith,  3d  li?ut.  Mr.  M.^rshall, 
however  says,  she  has  not  a  commission  of  any  kind. 
Ohio.  The  votes  for  governor  has  been  officially 
co'.nited  and  stood  as  follows: 

For  Ethan  Allen  Rrown,  30.754 

James  Dunlap,  8,075 

Muiori!y,  22,679 

Six  conntips  failed  to  make  returns. 

Mansachnsetts.  So  far  as  the  elec'ion  of  mem- 
bers for  the  nrxt  contrress  is  ascertained,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  state  wdl  be  represented  by  ten  re- 
publicans and  six  federalists. 

Mr.  Gallniin,  it  is  slated,  has  made  known  his 
determinatioii  speedily  to  return  to  the  U.  States, 
and  retire  to  his  foraier  residence  in  Pennsylvania, 

.fnriifs  Preston,  tsq.  has  been  re  elected  governor 
of  Virginia. 

The  commisdovers  of  the  vnvy  are  advertising  for 
agreat  number  of  jackets,  trowsfrs,  shirts,  &c.  &c. 
—and  will  give  a  preference  to  Jlmerican  manufac- 
tures. 

Lake  Eiie.  We  see  accounts  of  the  shipwreck, 
or  driving  ashore,  of  no  l[■s^•  than  eiglit  vessels  on 
hike  Erie,  in  a  late  storm.  This  lake  appears  to  be 
much  subject  to  such  dis.isters 

Missouri.  The  ctnigratifin  to  .Vlissouri  is  so  great 
as  to  furnish  a  !»ome  nmrket,  at  very  high  prices 
for  all  the  prov'sions,  raised  in  the  territory — thus, 
wheat  is  gl  per  bus'.iei,  b?ef  at  6  .ind  pork  at  §8 
per  cwt. — corn  50  cen's  per  busliel,  hr. 

William  Logan,  esq.  bus  been  elected  a  senator 
of  the  United  States,  from  Kenturky,  for  six  years 
from  the    4th  of   .M-*rch    next,   vice    Mr.   Talbot, 


whose  period   of  .service   will  then   ex 


pu'e. 


The 


votes  were,  for  Mr.  Loj^an  67,  for  col.  R.  M.  .Tohn- 
son,  55 — the  latter  was  not  a  declared  candidate 
for  the  office,  and  it  is  said  that  his  friends  intend 
to  support  hiin  for  governor  at  the  ensuing  election. 
Public  lands. — By  a  report  from  the  land  ofhce, 
in  puj-suance  of  a  resohition  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, it  appears  that  the  amount  due  to  the 
United  States  for  purchases  of  tne  public  lands 
northwest  of  the  nver  Oijio,  is  §7,290,489.  The 
lands  sold  prior  to  the  >ear  liWZ,  have  been  p)iid 
for,  or  have  reverted  to  the  United  Slates,  because 
the  period  of  original  cre(ht  wnd  the  extension  ot 
time  for  puymeht,  (lliree  years)  havs  expired.  The 
whole  amou:it  of  sales  duririg  the  in',  erniediiiie  pe- 
riod have  been  14.447,675;  and  there  have  been  re- 
ceived, by  the  United  Sia'i-s,  3,615,055  dollars. 

Erie,  Pa.   Dec.  12.     Lake  Erie  has   fdlen  ab  ut 
two  feet  and  a  half  perpendicular,  since  the  Ixl  *ii 
August  last.  The  prev.iiling  winds  have  been  from 
the  west,  and  the  seas::)n  has  been  remarkably  dry- 
Ten  tbousmd  a-ul  ilf' v  three  burreis  of  salt  huve 


her  crew   irtir.ifcslJCig  their  cheerful    comjj.iance  1  beei:  lauded  in  ti.ii  pUc"  the  present  season.  About 
vvitiiihe   .  '     '^    lietiteivant,    b)    an^/.eijug  i  one  .^uded  flat  i-otion.ed  boais  have  been  built»^ 

fs.  I  Waterford,  to  trunsporl  it  down  the  river. 
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A2:ricultiiral  Address. 

•J 

Address  of  Le  liny  <le  Ctianmunt,   esq.  prpsicleat  of 
the  Jellerson  county  agi'iculiurjl  society,  on  llie 
aiiiiivevsa:v  meeti.i.q^  of  s;i"ul  .^ocleiy,  in  Ou-t.  161A. 
Geiit'.emei)  of  Ihii  nsrricu'tund  sociely 

of  Jtjft:vs(ni  coniitM,  mtdfUtnv  citizens — 
1  le'.-l  e^iroura;>e.l  by  lae  indjlgeace  shown  me 
on  a  foi'.nier  occfiion,  less  solemn  it  is  true,  bat 
not  less  tryinf,',  bec;uise  I  was  then,  for  the  fiwt 
time,  adwiessing  'die  public  in  a  lutiguage  whicli  to 
me  is  fi»reig"n. 

I  must  ucimowledj^e  lliat  I  am  still  in  much  need 
ofvour  lenity,  !>avini^  comt-osed  this  address  wliiie 
hboring  under  great  menial  puin.  IJui  it  is  not  il>;- 
ilowery  oi-n:ime.  t  of  diction  which  is  expected  fr'.m 
me.  N .):  I  flatter  m3'seir,  that  you  will  be  conteni 
with  heai-intj,  in  plain  fai-mer  like  langaase,  tlie 
sentiments  of  o;ie  so  inucli  interested  i;i  the  w^d- 
f^re  and  success  of  this  associ^^tion,  and  wiio,  iiav- 
iag  travelled  a  great  part  of  his  lill*  with  a  spirit  of 
ajjricultnral  onservatlon,  i=!  able,  with  due  submis- 
i\m  to  your  enlij^htenec'  judi^ments,  to  point  out 
improveint-nts  and  s'jg.:;es'v  experiments  which  m  -y 
prove  advantaj^eoiH  to  our  couiUry. 

Let  us  firs  address  our  warmest  and  mos^  hum- 
ble ucknowledgenients  to  the  grcitCrt-ator  of  man- 
kind fur  the  numerous  favors  iie  has  bestowed  upon 
us  ihis  year.  Were  tiiey  not  recorded  in  the  re- 
port ofyour  vievvi'ig-  committee,  which  will  be  read 
to  you,  [  would  with  gi-atitude  enumerate  theni 
here.  How  impressive  was  that  sentiment  upon 
me,  when  returning  into  this  country  in  Miy  last,  1 
was  surprised  wi'h  the  advanced  stale  of  vegeta 
tion.  On  the  6lh  of  that  montli  I  had  seen  ice  in 
fields  near  New  York,  and  severe  frosts  liad,  at  the 
same  lime,  done  great  injuries  in  Pennsylvania  and 
south  of  that  state.  Certainly  those  who  judge  of 
our  climate  only  by  our  degree  of  latitude,  would 
have  thought  we  were  shiveritig  with  cold,  at  a  lime 
wtien  we  were  enjoying  the  most  agreeable  wea- 
tiier.  The  fact  is  that  since  the  :33d  of  April  last  no 
froit  lias  been  experienced  till  some  time  last  week, 
wlieii  it  occasioned  no  injury;  and  there  are  matiy 
parts  of  the  couuty  in  whicl\  there  was  no  appesr- 


dit-.v.hole    northern  p^-tL  o'' the    wurl  1,   v.-e  wouid 
have  seen  the  same  cause  producing  rmdii^r  cit'-cl!* 
thro'.,;-houl  ti-e  wljole,  i'ov  it  is  a  f;*ci-,  ^ow  sjlfici- 
eutly  notorious,  tha.  i  i  L'^ie,  when  we  h' .!  the  vcv.)3i 
severe  seasons,  I'.iere  '.' .is    lOt  a  mou/i  in  the  year 
jlha";  they 'lid  not    wii.'.ess  the  presenc-  of  frost  >n 
pait  of  V'ivginia  not  far  from  Washinnion;  and  not 
only  in  N'.irth  America,  but  even  in  all  Eurape.  Tlie 
cause  oftliis  was  not  at  that  time  kno.Vn,  allhocglx 
several  unsatisfactory  or.es  was  .iS^jigufd;  but  at  ■..hi.'i 
day,  most,  if  not  all,  concur  in  the  opiniv,  that  it 
Was  owing  to  immense  flo.i'ing  fi- d-,   if  ice,  VvhicJi 
had  been  sep  irate. t  frnn  ih^'arct;.:  P  gions.    SouiS 
oftiiem  are  tsiiinated  to  be     avo  iiu.;d:'ed   feet  iit 
hei;;hl,   and   many    miles  in  circumCerr-nce.     Tiiia 
w.'iiiderful   phenomenon  was  observe!   m  vtie  sum- 
mer monliisof  the  year  1815,  '16  and  '17,  but  par- 
ticularly in  1816      It  is  supposed  that  those  great 
masses  of  ice  vvh.ich  occupy  the  mitl  ch  innel  be- 
tween   Greenland  and  Spilzbergen,  liave  been  en- 
larged yearly   by  a  succession  of  icebergs   uniting 
themselves  together,  till   their  own    accumulated 
magnitude  and  weight,  willi  ttie  action  of  an  imped- 
ed current,   burst  their  fetters,  and  bore  t!:em  a^vay 
to  tiie  southward.     Mr.  Scjrisby,  an  c.xp..'rieiiced 
u-iviga'.or  of  the  Greta:a')d  seas,  estiinaie.s  tiie  sur- 
face of  the  fields  i:f  ice  so  carried  away,  to  be  not 
L  iS  tiian  eigfiteen  lliousaad  square  iniies.     Many 
of  them  have  been  observed  as  f.r  soutli  as  the  for- 
tieth par.diel  latitude,    advancing   slowly  tov/ards 
tlieir  annihilation,  an  event  which  we  nny  confident  j 
ly  believe  to    have  taken  place,   since  ve  have  en- 
joyed   us  good  a  season  as  we  had  in  the  former 
years  oi'  our  settleiuent. 

The  dis.igreeable  ciianges  of  climate  which  Iiuve 
been  of  lal£  years  experienced  by  the  people  of  En- 
gland are  by  them  attributed  by  the  descent  of 
ice  in  the  Atlantic;  and  lliey  also  charge  to  t!ie  ac- 
cumulation of  ice  in  the  coast  of  Greenland,  the 
deteriorations  of  their  climate  since  the  fifieenlii 
century.  They  are  so  elated  at  the  ri:mov'al  of 
what  .hey  consider  tlie  principal  c.use  of  this  evli, 
tiiat  they  think  they  already  hold  t!ie  genial  warmth, 
of  the  western  breeze,  and  ti.^ise  soft  and  gentle 
zephyrs,  so   beautifully  described  by  tlieir   poelL^, 


:i^ce  of  it  even  at  that  time,  Tliis  will  astoyishi  They  anticipate  the  happy  mouient  of  reviving  those 
some  of  my  liearerd,  wlio,  coming  from  a  country  I  vineyards  which  were  planted  t/ith  succ'^ss  i;i  Bri- 
."uuth  of  the  Molitwk,  iiave  witnessed  there,  in  t'le  tain  by  the  Romans;  and  the  melting  oftliose  icr> 
Pioiith  of,\ng:!st,  a    uMst  which  nipped  the    corn]  fields  seems  for   them  the  renewal  of  IJ;-.;  miracle 


and  buckwlieat  to  such  a  degre'^  us  to  prevent 
t'leir  arriving  to  perfect  maturity..!  mention  these 
facts  respecting  our  climate,  as  they  come  in  aid 
lo  prove  how  much  we  are  iudeb.ed  to  our  rela 
'ive  siuiition  widi  Like  Outai-io,  f  )r  the  inildness  of 
our  winters,  comparatively  with  thai  of  so;«e  more 
southern  positions. 

_  We  !iave,  it  is  true,  for  several  years  p.tst  expe- 
rienced at  dilfdrent  times,  a  severity  of  weatlier 
Wiiich  vv;is  a  great  dls  ij^pointment  to  us,  af.er  h  iv- 
'"g  enjoyed  a  happy  succession  of  the  most  fruit- 
'^'1  an  J  benignant  seasons,  for  many  years  from  the 
*'i'3l  settleme-it  of  our  country,  IJut  had  we,  in 
ihoso  Jays  of  vexation,  compared  our  situation  with 
^li»t  of  others,  we  Wduld  not  have  found  cause  to 
'*e  dissatisfied  wit!i  our  lot.  Had  we  at  those  sea- 
sons, instead  of  coiifi  liig  our  views  to  our  o.vii  par- 
pen !ar  p;iUmity,  exi'-iuted  ihciT)  so  as  to  einbrac? 
Vol    XV. 2>. 


wiiich  convertt'd  tli>'!  water  into  wine. 

Vv'e  cannot,  then,  be  considered  unreasonable  i^ 
our  expectations  v.-;, en  we  look  otily  for  the  retism 
of  tiios:-  seasoi's  which  a  fev/  yeurs  ago  ae  e:;joyed 
without  iritermission. 

Let  us  then  iejou:e,  but  at  the  same  time  let  U* 
itnprove. 

Hire,  gentlemen,  I  am  under  the  nece-'^.^ity  of  re- 
questing every  favorable  aliowatice,  wliiie  ende.i' 
voring  to  accomplish,  as  far  as  my  i^eehie  svefiiTi 
permi;,  one  oft!i«most  important  ohjects  wiiicu 
igricultural  societies  have  jiad  in  view  in  apnojui:. 
ing  annual  addresses.  I  am  a!)out  to  suggest  id ea.s 
of  improvement  and  sketoii  out  plans  of  expeiu- 
nicTt  which  tnay  be  put  in  operation  with  some, 
reasonable  hope  of  success. 

Ill  Europe  and  the  old  c  titivated  emntries,   th.5 
first  scieuo3  of  the  farmer  is  that  orre-pro^tijiioni 
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Ifen- ir  l>eg'nsby  dtslMtciio-";  and  it  requires  no 
r.mM  ile.^iee  of  dexterity  aivd  ■■ki!!  to  effect  this  to 
thebc-:t  adv:irU,ige.  Hence  it  is  tl-at  ti>e  Koftli 
Arr)«^iic-ins  ave  the  most  able  r.r.d  successful  wood- 
rnttei's  in  t!ie  world,  i  vvoiild  suggest,  however, 
that  t"!iis  d(?stnictioli  of  wuod  is  not  made  wit!i  a 
(:u5  retjard  to  the  cond'ort  of"  their  f<.m)Fies  ortlie 
■vva'i's  oflhei;"  posterity.  Tlie  baneful  effects  of 
t!)is  iasl  eiror  have  been  severely  felt  in  the  vit-iiu- 
ti  o"  .some  gTea'  cities  of  the  United  States,  where, 
vi  Slime  winiers,  fire  woud  is  as  dear  as  in  the  great 
cupi'id  iif  l-'ratice. 

n  is  of  importance  ncit  to  follow  the  too  general 
pr,;c'ir.e  of  cutliui::^  all  the  trees  in  the  viciniiy  of 
vonr  !i:s!iitHiion.  I  would  propose  that  you  select 
lie;.!  yoi;r  house  the  finest  grove  of  trees,  g-ivii:gthe 
preference  to  that  purt  of  the  forest  which  is  to  the 
nortii  ;;nd  west,  to  protect  >ou  and  your  gardens 
from  the  more  unfriendly  winds;  and  while  the  re- 
niottv  part  of  this  reserve  remains  in  its  nulural 
Slate  foi-  future  use,  tlie  other   may  be  graduitli) 


as  of  the  anima!  tribes,  fiy  the  haunts  of  men."    If 
then  the  improvi  lent  col' ivator  admits  the  foreign 
foe,    lie    must  be  the  suflVrer,    and  suhinit  to  sg 
niuch  trouble  in  dispossessing  tliis  intruder,  us  he 
h.id  oiiginallj  in  removing'  the  trees.     This  may  ac- 
cotmt  for  the  preference    giving'  to  the  cletiriifjof 
new  lands  and  increasing  the  profits  so  as  to  come 
one  day  strong   ii:  cash  as  well   as  in  hands,  to  re- 
conquer the  invaded  fields.     It  is  true  tlie  ten.pta. 
tion  is  great.     The  clearing  ofnew  land   in  this 
country  has  proved  ranch  less  expensive  and  more 
bepelicial  than  liad  been  contemplated.  It  has  been 
isr.ert  dne(!,' that   the   clearing  of  an  ace  of  our 
land,  atid  sowing  it  witii   wlrat,  wilJco-t  less  thaa 
the  working,  manuriiT^j  and  sowing  with  wi,eat  an 
acre  in    either    of  those  rich    counties,  Bucks  or 
Westchester,  wliich  are  in  the    neighborhood!,  the 
one  of  Philadeli'iiia,  the   other  of  New  York.    la 
this  calculation  the  price  of  the  potash  is  deducted 
from  the  expense  of  cleai-i^g;  btit  then  ihe  differ- 
ence is  sue!',  that  the  cultivator,  if  he  is  dexterous 


cleared,  as  l!)e  want  of  v/(.oav.'di  require,  reserving  and   fortunate  in  collecting   the  ashes,  could  with 


ihe  suK'i.r  maple  and  beech..     There,  in  the  sp:-ing, 
y-'Ai    v.iil  make  vovrr  sugar  with  convenience    and 
e.ise.  The  distance  of -.hese  trees  one  from  another 
will  ptrmii  you  to  select  those  you  may  wtint,  and 
give  the  preference  to  the  dce.iyed.  Independently 
of  the  advantages  which,  in  this  country,  the  beech 
tree  is  known  to  possess,  in  France  they  draw  two 
n^orefrom    that  precK-i.s  tree.     Tliey  cut   its  low 
brandies  in  the  month  of  August,  and  stack  them 
like  iiay.     It  is  an    excellent  food  for  sheep,  and  a 
good  Substitute  for    hay.     U'ith   the  beech    nuts 
ihcy  make  an  oil  next  in  goodness  to  the  olive.     A 
great  quantity  of  this  oil  is  made  at  Compiegne, 
near  I'-.ris.     A  farmer,  who  has  a  large  f.-nuly  ot 
young  children,  might,  with  their  labor    alone,  in 
the  vear  when  the  beech  nut  is  abundant,  make  a 
cons'iderable  quantity  of  oil  for  Ids  own  use,  if  in 
l!»evicinily  of  an  oil  mill.     The  grass  will,  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  iirow  beautifully  under   these  lofy 
trees,  which  will  admit  the  free  circulation  of  tlie 
air,  and    lite  advantages  of  such  a    disposition   of 
your  reseive  wood   will  be  manifold,  both  for  man 
and  beast.     But  here,  where  the  sugar  maple  is  so 
sibundant,  and  where  the  seasons  in  general  are  so 
propitious  for  manufacturing  its  sap  into  sugar,  the 
early  produce  of  such  a  reserve  would  be  more  than 
astifficient  inducement  for  adopting  the  salutary 
measure  proposed.    An  easy  access  to  all  the  sugar 
trees  will  be  ofi'ereirAou.and  at  the  same  time  thai 
you  save  a  great  deal'of  your  labor,  you  will  collect 
from  each  acre  a  much  larger  quantity  of  sap. 

The  great  benefit  which  the  farnser  derives  from 
clearing  new  land,  is  often  the  cause  of  his  neglect- 
ing  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  after  reaping 
the    IJrst  ciop,  to  prevent  the   greatest   enemy   of 


that  difference  pay  the  whole  cost  of  his  land. 

Will  the  crop  yield  as  much.'  Certainly,  and  on 
an  average  iriorc. 

If  you  want  a  new  specimen  of  the  great  produce 
of  those  new  fields,  you  wiil  find  it,  among  otiiers 
this  year,  in  oae  of  an  hundred  acres,  belonging  to 
that  Cincinnatus  we  saw  tin  i  morning  with  so  niurh 
dexterity  managing  the  plough.  Several  of  the 
viewing  committee  hHve  given  it>as  tlieir  opinion, 
that  those  hun.lred  acres  would  yield  between 
three  and  four  thousand  bu.sbels.  One  of  them  has 
declared  to  me  tl.at  he  was  sure  it  would  not  be 
less  than  four  thousand. 

This  great  advantage,  instead  of  rendering  the 
cultivator  negligent  of  his  nt-w  field,  ought  to 
prompt  him  to  be  more  attentive  to  it;  and  it  nnist 
he  acknowledged  that  there  are  many  by  whom 
this  attention  Jias  been  bestowed,  and  they  are  the 
best  farmers. 

To  those  let  me  introduce  the  most  valuable  of 
all  grasses,  the  Luzerne,  which  is  the  best  defender 
of  a  rich  soil  against  noxious  weeds;  but  you  must 
first  deliver  it  free  from  them,  and  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation;  afier  which  you  may  leave  the  Lu- 
zerne to  work  for  its  mamtenance,  and  I  may  add 
more  properly  for  yourown.  It  is  the  first  to  comt 
to  the  sustenance  cf  your  cattle  in  the  spring,  and 
the  last  to  abandon  them  in  the  fall.  You  may 
siifely  calculate  upon  three  or  four  crops  daring 
that  time.  Those  who  wish  to  give  themselvps  to 
the  clearing  of  new  lands  without  abandoning  the 
old,  must  cherish  this  plant,  which  can  remain 
twelve  or  fifieen  years  in  the  groui  d  and  give  yea 
abundant  crops  without  any  cultivation  whatever. 
.Much  more— the  Luzerne  wdi,   during  that  time, 


the  farmer  from  invading  the  field  he  has  It fi  in  a  i  conquer  for  you  a  r.ew  soil,  and  ofi'er  you  the  yearly 

defenceless  state.      I  mean  tiie  pernicious  weeds. 

i-Ie  mav  prevent  their  growth  by  giving  full  posses 

sion  of  his  virf;in  soil  io  the  friendly  plants,  whicli 

would  amply 'ct>inpcnsate  him   for   this   exclusivr 

right,     li  i.<  very    easy  for   the    cultivator  ofnew 

land    surrounded  by  '.\oods,  as  the  ^cct&n    to  his 

fields  is  in  the  beginning  almost  confined  .o  vvh..t  he 

chooses  to  admit.     The  plants  which  were  f.-edn,g 

on  ihe  .sod  previous  to  the  destructltm  of  the  trees, 

indebted  to  them  for  their  proiectlon  from  the  r<iy» 

of  the  siui,  are  too  weak  to  contend  with  planv.s  ii.- 

t  malelv  connected  with  and  bei;f  fitted  by  his  pow- 

erfui  influence.     They  give  up  to  the  new  con  .  is. 

apd,  as  a  great  agricidiuralist  lias  observed,  "'l>e  iri 

digenous  weed.s  of  tlds  country    are  few,  becaus. 

♦the  children  of  tlie  forest,  as  well  of  t!ie  vegetable 


tribute  it  will  draw  from  the  depth  of  three,  four 
f.nd  five  feet,  and  sometimes  more.  If  at  any  lin:>e 
it  is  convenient,  during  tlie  last  six  or  eight  yesrs 
of  its  duration,  to  turn  the  field  into  grain,  you 
will  find  the  sod  at  least  as  productive  as  when  firfst 
cleared,  and  widiout  the  help  of  manure.  Ifyod 
have  allowed  a  sufficient  time  for  tlie  stumps  to  rot, 
n-^  field  can  offer  more  advantage  to  the  farmer  foP 
many  years  to  come. 

As  the  l/izerne  is  the  mttive  of  more  southern 
countiifs,  I  d'.ought  pn.per,  bef  r-^  recornii'ending 
je,  t:>  make  v.:e  trid  of  it  .■vvseW.  1  oNnted  it  eight 
yeais  ago,  in  a  place  rather  a  f'Vorahie  to  it* 
Pirowth.  On  the  26ih  of  May  la^:,  I  brought  to 
o.  e  ut  our  committees  of  agrn;ulture  several  sinllts 
whicn  averaged  fourteen  iaolics.    Fift-ecn  daysaf- 
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f.er  the  slalk  of  tlie  sa;ne  root   measured  twenty  i 
ifiches.     One.  stalk  of  the  s;tme  root,  which  had  no; 
been  cut,  uieasintHl  tliii-ly-two  inches. 

To  those  who  have  not  been  sparing;  enongh  of 
Iheir  feiicinf^  wood,  I  would  recommend  the  plant 
in''of  voung"  lienilcck.  to  make  liedges.  I  met  wit!' 
such,  ne*r  I'hiladelphu,  on  the  farm  of  jndi^e  I'e 
ters,  O^e  of  the  most  distinguished  agricultural 
ists  of  t!ie  age,  whose  example  alone  must  huvej 
great  weiglit.  I 

It  'vas  for  soJTietime  doubted   by  many  whetlierj 
this   county  would   ever   become  favorable   to  the: 
growth  ot   fruit  trees.     It  is   true,  that  in  many 
places,  the  first  attempts  were  rather  unsuccessful; 
but  as  those  of  a  later  date  have  proved  more  for- 
Uin.ite,  I  believe  that  all  are  convinced  this  early 
faihu''e  was  owing  to  some  temporary  cause.     Per- 
haps it  miglit  have  been  found  in  tiie  nature  of  that 
part  of  the  soil  that  liy  quite  at  the  surfiiCe.     Gi^ne- 
rally,  to  the  depth  of  six  to  ten  inches,  it  is  a  black 
mould,  made  by  t!ie  annual  decomposition  of  tiie 
leaves  of  trees  and  small  vegeubles.     This  mould  j 
may  be  too  highly  charged  v/lth  vegetable  matter 
to  alford  nourishment  to  fruii  trees.     At  any  rate, 
it  h:*s  been  noticed  by  many,  that  though  orchards 
have  beea  planted  on  such  land,  and  totally  failed,  j 
yet  A  newattempt  upon  the  same  land,  after  ploLigh- 
ing  several  years,    and    warming  it    with   animal 
manuce,  liave    been    compl^-tely    successful.     Let 
this   be    as    it    may,  it    is    now  well   ascertained 
that  few  countries  in  tUe  world  are  uiore  cong('ni:>I 
to  t:;e  growth  of  tiie  apple,  t!ie  plurnb,  many  spe- 
cies of  tlie  cherry,  and  most  of  the  smaller  fruits, 
such  as  tlie   strawberry,  raspberry,   and   currant, 
whicc  are   found  to  grow   luxriantly,  producing  in 
the  ^rreatest  abundance.     It  is  much  to  be  regret-  ; 
ted  thai  so  many  have  neglected  this  subject,  since  I 
the  result  of  late  experiments  must  have  effectuil- 1 
ly  removed  every  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  future  i 
attempts.     The  expense  of  planting  an  orchard  is  j 
triviai,  compared  with  its  advantiiges,  considerir.g ' 
it  merely  as  a  source  of  profit.     IJut  the  comforta- 
ble luxury  it  affords  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  induce- 1 
ment;  and  I  might  further  add,  if  necessary,  that  a : 
man  of  spirit  would  draw  eucouragemenl  from  lljCi 
circumstance,  that  a  good  orchard  is  the  greatest  j 
ornament  of  a  farm,  and  gives  the  stranger  a  favora 
ble  opinion  of  the  wealth,  taste,  comfort  and  econo-  [ 
rny  of  the  owner;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  sight  | 
of  a  farm  destitute    of  this   useful   improvement  i 
gives  him   the  idea   of  barrenness   and  indolence.  | 
Those  wlio  have  neglected   the  pi  mting  of  fruit 
trees  would  do  well  to  visit  some  of  ihe  flourishing 
orchards  at   a  small   distance    from   this   village. 
There  they  would  receive  a  lively  rebuke   for  the 
past,  and  great  encom-agement  fur  amending  in  fu- 
ture.   Some  will  regret  that  tiie   owners  of  those 
fine  orchards  have  not  extended  their  industry  to 
the  cultivation   of  peach  trees.     Why  would  tljey 
not  grow  here,  when  years  ago,  a  number  of  those 
fruiis  arrived  to  theii'  due  maturity  in  one  of  the 
most  noriliern  positions  of  this  county,  at  tbe  old 
ferry  upon  the   St.   Lawrence?     Hut  I  must  give 
place  to  a  jvidicioas  observation  m  ide  by  an  expe- 
rienced gardener   lately   cone    in'o   this    country 
AVe  do  not  let  the  roots  of  our  fruit   trees   have  a 
sufticieHt  sliare  of  the  cold  in  tlie  winter.     Some- 
times, before  the  ground  is   sufficiently  frozen  to 
reach  tiie  ninst  nutritive   ro'^ts   of  our  fruit  trees, 
tlie  sno'.v  f  dls,  and  communicates  a  genial  wartrath 
to  the  eart'i,  uhich,  accompAaied  v/it.:i  ihe  moisture 
of  the  meliiii\j  s.tow,  slaris  ihe  vegetation  too  early. 
Then  co  iies  i!:e  late  frosts,  which  liiidiug  the  trees 
^0  far  aidvanced  gives  them  a  check  fatal  to  tlieir 


production.  The  remedy  olFcred  it  to  take  awaV, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  winter,  the  snow  wisici) 
suriounds  the  n.ore  delicate  of  your  fruit  trees, 
tiie  one  for  instance  wliicli  produces  tlte  peach,  so 
as  to  lT;t  the  roots  have  tlieir  sliare  of  the  cold. 
Thf-n  let  the  snow  be  ihe  cover  which  will  fo^iler 
•his  protecting  cold  till  a  period  more  desirable 
for  'he  vegetK'ion  oftl'.e  tree. 

The  uiangol  wor/ei,  a  species  of  beet,  which 
grows  remarkable  well  in  this  country,  is  allowed 
to  be  a  most  valuable  food  for  the  milch  cow.n, 
und  is  equally  t^nod  for  f(;eding  pigs.  Ii  will  tirovc, 
I  hope,  an  advantageous  addition  to  our  agricul- 
ture. 

I  would  recommend  the  yellow  beet  fiir  the  iKe 
of  the  table,  in  preference  to  all  others,  [t  is  bet- 
ter tasted  and  sweeter,  and  catle  of  ever;  kind 
are  extremely  fond  of  it.  I  itave  cnhivated  tius 
plant  with  grest  success  on  my  f^rm  in  France,  where 
I  a!ake  from  it  annually  from  twetity  to  twenty  five 
thousand  pounds  of  very  good  sug.ir.  I  :ito  very 
far,  however,  from  recomiuending  it  for  thut  pur. 
pose,  as  the  attempt  upon  a  large  scde  woiild  be 
ruin  ius  here.  The  same  objection  jireva'ls  niih 
g.'catcr  force,  against  cuUIvuting  ihe  vine,  n  re- 
quires  too  much  of  the  htbor  of  iran. 

Tiie  ruta  baga,  or  Swedish  turnip,  is  siill  more 
valtiable  in  the  estimation  of  several  good  tgri- 
culuiralists.  It  grows  remarkable  well  in  d;:s  coun- 
try. 

I  have  observed,  in  the  wilderness  of  this  coun- 
try, a  speciesgof  tlie  vine  growing  luxtiri.mtly  and 
producing  in  tliis  wiid  state  very  abur.daUlv.  (3ii 
meruio.'iing  the  f;jc%  I  was  surprised  to  \,':un  th.it 
this  particular  species  was  very  common;  and  /  was 
further  informed,  iluit  a  spf-cles  of  g^!»pe  mtn-ti 
1  trger  a:id  better  flavored,  had  been  brou;<!it  a  co:^- 
sidcr^ble  distance  from  the  south,  mid  fottm!  t» 
Hourish  admirably  well  in  tiiis  county.  Tlio:iLr!i  I 
am  led  to  believe,  from  tiiis  circumstance,  tiiii  tlifi 
grapo  may  be  cultivated  to  advaritage,  I  would  not 
reco.nmtiul  it  cxctpl  as  a  raL-iin  for  tiie  lable.  l-\ir 
wine  we  have  a  substitute  in  lite  cu!!-;;iit,  which 
;jro\\s  her'-  to  great  perfection,  and  little  expense 
of  cultivation. 

Tlie  fertility  of  our  new  lands,  is  tlte  priticipal 
cause  of  ottr  inattention  to  mi^nure.  You  u  i!l  agree 
'A'illi  me,  tlial  It  would  be  better  to  use  none  at  all 
than  to  carry  it  on  the  soil  in  such  a  state  as  to  in- 
troduce  and  nourish  weeds.  I  would  silrongly  re- 
commend the  mixture  of  lime  Tvith  your  sialils  iu»~ 
nure,  by  which  means  the  s-.-tds  and  other -noxj. mis 
substances  are  destroyed,  and  the  qualit;  of  the 
manure  improved.  Piaster  has  not  been  sudi  -iei't. 
ly  tried  in  this  country.  I  have  used  it  v/it!i  gi-e^* 
success  in  sandy  loam,  from  which  I  had  this  y^■ap 
three  crops  of  clover.  If  you  do  not  choose  to 
go  to  tlie  expense  of  plaster,  you  may  use  lime  • 
which  has  been  employed  with  equ^i  success,  „r.(l 
which  may  be  procured  in  great  abimdance  in  tins 
country. 

Among  the  various  subjects  to  which  I  would 
call  your  attention,  I  cannot  omit  bees.  In  many  of 
the  extensive  forests  of  America,  tiiese  insects  are 
found  in  a  wild  state;  but  in  noiie  of  them  are  th' v, 
found  in  greater  abundance  than  in  ours;  n  pi-  tjf 
that  our  climate  is  perfectly  congenial  to  ihrm; 
and  that  the  flowers  of  our  forests  ailbrds  them  not 
only  suitable  but  ample  supplies  of  food.  Tliotij'li 
I  am  not  able  from  experience  to  say  much  respt-ct- 
mg  them,  yet,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  bei'g 
natives  of  this  country,  the  ease  and  cheapness  of 
keepirg  them,  their  u  mderful  increase  ai'id  great 
indtistry  in  amassing  suili  stores  in  s^  short  a  tin.Ci. 
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to:ret';pr  >ith  tlie  various  nset;  tn  wliicli  tlieii-  honey 
5s  appii?'',  ifTovJ  n>!)iives  srfficieni.  for  me  to  rt- 
coinmf')'!  lliem  to  \he  atteiitioi.  of  the  pruciical  as 
well  iiS  the  p!tilos'M)iiir,al  farmer. 

Tilt;  re:.rin.^-  of  cattle  is  of  gr^at  importance  to 
the  pryc'icftl  farmer;  and  beinj^  intiinaiely  connecv 
e(\  wiU'  the  prttspcri'y  of  Uie  cotinlry,  wiij  rcqiiire 
tlip  f-uli's'  ai'.d  n.oit  perKevcring-  aticntiriti  of  thii 
society.  I  f?pi  confident  U-at  our  farnnevs,  aided 
by  their  ^ood  sense,  and  f.ative  en'erprLs?,  and  fa- 
vored bv  'lie  climate  «nd  soil,  will  make  speedy 
and  ar.ipie  amends  for  their  form.er  inattention  to 
tiiis  subject.  A  few  of  O'ir  most  worthy  and  pub- 
lic r;piiitfd  citizens  yesterday  cxiiibitf d  pul)iicj,pe- 
ciine'is  ofcaUle  which  '^ould  do  honor  lo  the  old- 
est i'-id  most  i'nprovpd  pait3  of  our  country.  On 
vec^irriapf  to  tliese  I  Ihink  1  may  dispense  with  much 
that  "■- i.^iit  otlierwi;,e  have  been  necpssary  to  su^, 
in  ord'  r  to  f xclte  a  spirit  ofg-^neral  emulation. 

Y  ,a.  dairif'S  are  siiGCPi)liblf  of  inr^pi-nvenients,  ps- 
peci:'.ily  in  the  nrn-tli  of  this  coiinty.  You  will  find 
great  eocoiira'^ninent  in  t^'iakin;^  huUer  and  cheese; 


and  your  cattle  will  li-d,  ia  tlie  woods,  indenen- 
dentiy  of  your  n-e'dov/s,  a  nourishment  upon  which 
thev  fa.t'^T.  very  fast  in  t'ae  fall. 

The  efTect  of  manufuclures  upon  our  agriculture 
13  generally  known  Tue  prom'Sing  speciirsen  we 
have  of  the  product  of  this  important  brarch  of  our 
industry,  evin  •cs  that  there  is  ia  this  country  a 
laudable  spirit,  to  nliich  the  report  of  our  commit- 
tees will,  I  Must,  do  ample  j'istice,  and  render  it 
unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  longer  on  a  subject  so 
highly  int'-i-esting.  Never  will  our  t.iir  country 
women  'ippear  mrrz  attractive  than  when  adorn'jd 
in  the  produce  of  their  own  industry;  and  their  ex- 
ample will  no  doubt  havp,  'ipon  the  coreimuniiy  at 
large,  the  mo«t  desirable  eH'eSt. 
Gentlemen  of  this  s'ocit'ty. 
\  do  not  know  a  more  laudable  end  our  society 
could  have  in  view  than  that  of  preventing  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  I  wish  I  could,  without  tiring 
the  patience  of  my  audience,  represent  here  all 
their  pernicious  ellects  upon  the  I'uman  mmd  and 
body.  Pov(r:y  :uid  ruin,  ci'imes  and  infamy,  dis- 
ease!! and  death,  would  be  found  the  leading  fea- 
turf.=5  in  ti'.is  woeful  detail. 

Kv£ry  reflecting  man  is  sensible  of  tlie  infinite 
advunvages  which  '.vould  re.'-uU  in  favor  of  humani- 
ty and  oiorality,  if  some  efii";ient  plan  were  devis- 
ed for  preventing  the  too  gener:)!  use  of  spirit uous 
liquors.     To  those  vvhrj  believe,  that  they  increase 
the  strength  and  fortiuidt;  of  the  body,  ag:sinst  fa- 
tigue a'ld  hardship,  I  would  oppose  the  opinion  of 
many  observing  and  experi'-iiced  men,  particularly 
of  the  celebrated   genera!    Moueau,  who  asserts 
that  from  long  e>:perience  in  liis  army,  he  has  found 
that  tho.'^e  soldie.'-s  who  abstained  entirely  fiom  the 
use  of  arden'  spirits,  and   tised  altogether  water, 
bef-r,  or  such    simple   drinks,  were  not   only  more 
henlrhy,  but  mu-ch  stronger,  could  endure  greater 
fatigue,  were  much  more  moral;  more  abcdient  to 
orders;  and,  in  a  word,  iiiuch  more  better  soldiers. 
If,  then,  ;plriluous  liquors  are  re^illy  so  injurious  to 
the  healtli  and  morals  of  men,  what  reason  can  be 
wll=-gcd  for   continui  ig  the  use   of  them,  and  who 
will  be  their  advocate? 

Gentlemen  of  the  society: 
The  incalculable  advantages  resulting  from  agri- 
cultural societies  seem  to  be  drily  better  vu'.der- 
stood,  and  regarded  with  increasing  favor.  If  there 
are  ^iiy  who  do  not  v-ew  these  institutions  in  their 
proper  liglu,  let  tiiem  attend  to  the  wonderful  ad- 
vaut.-..;cs  pr-  duced  by  them  in  the  most  enlighten- 
ed nations  of  .•iurope.    Let  them  contemplate  Eng- 


land, since  sir  John  Sinclair,  that  great  benefactor 
of  ids  counUy,  ha*  by  his  ex  ;mple  and  indefa'ig^. 
hJe  exf^rtions,  not  only  pronpted  the  most  tmlnent 
lOiii  of  all  ranks,  but  also  the  government,  to  give 
the  greatest  encouragement  to  agriculture.  In 
France,  tliey  will  find  still  more  powerful  causes  of 
conviction,  though  that  nation  Las  not  arrived  to 
the  same  degree  of  iuiproveuient  as  its  rival.    This 


in  fact  could  not  be  expected,  if  we  take  into  ron.- 
-^ideralio'i  the  time  when  the  greatest  impulsion 
was  given.  During  a  most  cruel  civil  war,  when 
rr^iirmns  of  hands  were  taken  from  the  culture  of 
the  cart!;,  and  when  the  finest  provinces  in  France 
were  c.'^posed  to  cruel  devastatation,  eucoursiged 
by  [U'ivaie  and  public  exertions,  agriculture  made 
an  astoidsliing  progress.  At  no  time  did  ciilfiva. 
tion  so  far  extend  its  progress,  nor  industry  so  mul- 
tiply its  products.  Tiie  foreigner  who,  after  read- 
ing the  dreadful  history  of  the  suH'-^rings  of  revolt-, 
tiunary  France,  traverses  her  extevisive  plains,  her 
valleys  and  sloping  hills,  which  display  the  greatest 
ferviiity,  and  exhibit  the  happy  scenes  of  rural  and 
pastoral  life,  is  tempted  to  su-.pect  the  Icstii-nony 
of  his  own  eyes,  and  to  believe  that  he  has  been  se- 
duced by  the  charms  of  a  nleasa!;t  dream. 

The  difference  of  climate,  government  and  ha- 
bits, might,  however,  present  an  objection  calciilat. 
ed  to  weaken  the  iufiuence  of  the  above  cited  ex- 
amples. 

I'l  my  first  address  I  attempted  to  prove,  that  r* 
country  in  the  world  was  more  to  be  benelitted  by 
institutions   for  the  promotion  of  agricidture  and 
ruanufaciures   than  these   Uu'ted  Slates.     Permit 
me  now  to  ref.r  j'ou  to  existing  facts,  which  are  ah 
most  under  our  eyes.     The   association  of  Otsego 
county,  beiijg  now  only  at  its  second  exhibition,  is 
of  too   recent   a   date    to   preseo.t    improvements 
equal  to  Berkshire,  which  begwn  in  181 1.     Yet  in 
its  progress  we  may  find  great  encouragement,  and 
sufficient  cause  for  ar,tici;)a'ing  the  greatest  bene- 
fits, by  treading  in  its  steps.     But,  to  carfy  convic- 
tion still  further,  I  will  here,  gentlemen,  give  yen 
woidf  r  word  a  statement  of  the  prosperous  situa- 
tion  of  Be;kshire  in  Oct.  1817,  made  by  the  presi- 
dent of  'he   agricultural  society  of  that  county.- 
"Only  six  years   ago,  the  agriculture  concerns  of 
ihe  county   were  stationary-     Few,  if  any  vahiable 
improvements  were  attempted.     Indifference  and 
uacommou  apathy  seem  to  have  pervaded  society.— 
In  1811  the  genius  of  the  coumry  .shock  ofl'theslam- 
bers  of  our  iiusbandm.en,  and  tlie  spirit  ofimprove- 
rhent  commenced.     Under  the  auspices  of  your  as- 
SLiciation,  a  Career  of  usefulness  was  resumed  and 
diligently  prosecuted.     The  former  state  of  things 
has  given  way  to  a  new  condition,  unfolding  on  us 
improvements,  in  variety  and  usefulnes.s  surpassing 
the  most    sanguine  expectations.     i"vti-y   depart- 
ment of  rural  employKient  demonstrates  an  intelli- 
gent cultivation  and  effectual  good  management. — 
In  the  selection  and  rearing  domestic  animals,  more 
correct  information  prevails,  and  greater  ensulation 
is  awakened.     The  vast  increase,  variety  and  excel- 
lence in  our  crops,  satisfy  our  warmest  desires,  and 
leave  us  nothiug  to  wish  and  nothing  to  envy  in  the 
most  favored  regions  of  the  west."     Only  six  years, 
gentlemen,  have  been  suf^cicnt  to  work  these  won- 
ders; and  yet  1  must  observe,  that  they  for  a  hmfj 
lime  labored  under  great  disadvantage,  before  iliey 
could  obtain  the  legislative  aid  they  were  solicit- 
ing. 

There  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  we  shall  ob- 
tain ill  a  much  more  rea.soiiable  time,  this  need.'id 
ussistence;  and  our  hopes  are  consecrated  in  the  tx- 
;ellent  speech  of  that  distiuguisiied   statesman, 
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whose  presence  here,  while  it  merits  our  acknow- 
ledgjmfnt,  cinfirffis  us  in  the  o])inion  tliat  !ie  is 
giiidefl  by  the  maxim  of  the  trrea';  Fukdfrk  k  o' 
Prussia,  th:U  "ihe  first  maf^is'.rale  ought  to  have  a 
consti^t  atieiitioi)  to  rii-ri  uhure,  tfl  promote  plcn 
tv  and  encourage  iri'lustry  and  commerce." 
'  The  legislature,  during-  t,he  last  session,  evinced 
averv  f-iVorabie  dispositioiT,  wliich  c'iunot  but  re 


An  curly  application  was  made  to  the  comma— — ^ 
ing-  g'eneral  ot'ihe  military  (Ustrict,  for  a  force  co.-:84. 
])elLi)t   to  the  dtfiT.ce  of  our  frontier,    but  it  v.':^^= 
se^^■ral  nionth.s  before  it  \vas  even  noticed.     Undo, 
these  e-.rcuinstanccs  I   should  have  shewn  culpablo" 
insensil>ilityto  the  suffering's  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
and  to  the  duties  of  the  liig-li  and  important  trust 
with  which  vou  have   honored  me,   had  I  hesili^lc  d 


ceive  additional  force  on  witnessing  the  sentiments  I  what  course  to  p\irbue.  i  deteiniincd  to  orga;^.ze 
frhich  prevail;  nor  can  we  believe,  that  a  state;  a  force  sufficient  to  inil-ct  condip-n  punishment  on 
producing  so'muoli  talent  and  appropriating  so  j  this  miscreant  foe,  and  make  them  feel  that  the 
rruch  money  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  pro- !  frontiers  of  Georgia  were  not  be  devastated  with 
duce,  would  neglect  the  most  cfFuient  means  for  I  impunity.  At  this  juncture  capt.  Wright  jjresert- 
creating  Hi»  abundance  of  that  commodity;  an  ob-  ed  himself,  as  a  gentleman  recently  holding  a  com- 
ject  which  ccdd  not  be  com))riSSfd  more  effectual-  mand  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  bear- 
lythan  by  adopting  measures  for  the  support  of;  ing  recommendatovy  testimonials  from  persons  of 
acriculturHl  sccletie's.  '  high  and  unquestionable  respectability.     This  ])cr- 


son,  by  a  general  order  of  the  14th  of  April  (a  copy 
of  which,  and  copies  of  all  the  documents  rc'ati\e 
to  this  subject  will  be  l.'.id  before  yo't)  was  autho- 
rized to  collect  the  troops  and  march  them  upon 
the  villages  notorious  as  tiie  residence  of  the  mur- 
derers and  marauders.  On  nearing  the  Chehaw 
town,  thev  were  informed  that  one  of  the  hcstile 
s{ii:i\ion,  like  the  sun  in  chiefs  was  harbored  tliere,  and  conceiving  ilic  f:iHjit 
ligb.i,  ani:TiaUon  anrl  fer- '  of  their  iastructions  warranted  the    measure,  they 


We  trust  the  happy  period  is  approaching,  when 

these  societies,  as  also  boards  of  agriculaire,  will 
te  instituted  in  everv  state;  in  the  mUlstof  them  1 
see  rising  pre-en;ineiit  the  national  board  cf  .igri- 
tulture,  as  the   fountain  to  which   all  informal  ion 
will  arrive,  and  from   which   it  will   be   diffused 
througliout  the  union.     May  we  }  et  hail  the  glori 
ous  day,  when  such  rn  ins 
lirs  splendor,  shall  dilTiis 

lifity   wherever  its   influence   shall    extend—Ttien  jattacked  the  town,  and,  stvmg  with  the  recollection 
tbiscour.try  shall  have  attaiurd  the  suifunit  of  lrue;of  the  merciless  barbaritlesexercised  on  theirncigh- 
happiness  by  securing  Iier  glorious  independence  I  bors  and  relatives,  and  their  supposed  perfidy  com- 
forever  jmitted  in  harboring-  the   enemy,  proceeded  to  ex- 

__^_^,______________  Itremities  over  v.'hich  humanity  weeps,,  and  I  deeply 

^        .~j    ~     '  „  -^  .  land  sincerely  lament, 

liegislature  Ot  b-eorgm,  )     l„  the  general  orders,  it  will  be  seen,  that  capt. 

GOVERNOll'S    MESSAGE..  j  Wright  was  directed  to   call  on  capt.  Bothweil   (£ 

■  Felloiv-citizeiia  oj"  the  Senate  and  of  the  IJons-e  of  Ice-' {he  militia  of  this  slate,  then  In  the  service   of  the 

present utives:  |  United  States,  commanding  at  Fort  Early,   for  part 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  gratification  and;  of  his  force  if  necessary.  1  was  not  certain  that  1 
tliankfulncss,  that  I  am  again,  by  the  blessings  of  had  the  right  to  call  on  these  troops,  but  the  emer- 
pivine  Providence,  permitted  to  meet  you  in  this  g-ency  of  the  case  left  on  my  mind  no  doubt  of  its- 
place.  A  retrospect  of  the  period  elapsed  since  propriety.  On  the  return  of  the  trooi^s'si.' the  re- 
we  last  assembled,  together  with  something  to  re-  port  of  the  commanding  cfTicer,  whose  statement 
gret,  furnislies  abundant  motives  for  gratitude  and  \va«  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  other  ofli- 
exultation.  For  although  the  unexampled  pros-  cersofthe  detacliment,  some  of  whom  are  isentlc- 
perity  of  our  beloved  country  has  experienced  men  of  high  standing  an.d  character  in  the  state,  I 
some  abatement,  arising  from  unfavorable  season.?,  felt  satisfied  that  although  the  orders  given  had 
and  other  natural  visitations,  yet  not  to  an  extent  been  manifestly  violated,  yet  that  the  motives  v.  hich 
calculated  to  alarm  or  depress,  but  rather  to  stimu-  influenced  the  conduct,  both  of  the  troops  and  their 
late  to  vigilance  and  exertion,  and  to  awaken  in  ns, '  officers,  were  m.ore  the  result  of  a  sincere  desire  to 
a  sidtable  recollection  of  our  dependence  on  the  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  distressing-  scenes 
Almighty  Disposer  of  events,  of  which  man,  unin-' wliich  had  recently  been  witnessed  on  the  frontier, 
terruptedly  prosperous,  is  too  prone  to  be  forget- i  than  any  deliberate  cruelty  or  premeditated  scveri- 
fiil.  ty.      The  su])ject,  hov/ever,  became   a  theme   of 

,  The  war  which  had  commenced  during  the  last  animadversion,  and  a  nun-ber  of  opposite  state- 
year,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Seminole;  ments  being  made,  both  to  the  exec-.:ti\e  ami  in 
Indians,  bordering  on  otu-  southern  frontier,  has;  the  jjublic  prints,  I  deemed  it  necessary,  for  the 
been  termin.ated  by  a  mutual  cessation  of  hostili- 1  purpose  of  doing  justice  to  the  Indians  as  well  as 
ties,  without  any  particular  stipulations  for  peace.      |  to  the  character  of  capt.  Wrig-;it,  to  have  him  ar- 

I  should  not  enlarge  my  remarks  on  this  subject, 'rested.  An  order  v/as  act-cn-dingly  issued  on  the 
but  for  an  event  connected  with  it,  wlilch  has  ex-  "Oth  of  Ma},  directed  to  coi.  ^>Iaj-shall  at  Savannah, 
cited  great  interest  throughout  the  state.  Tl;e  eir-;t«iie  late  residence  of  capt.  AV right,  and  to  which 
cumstance  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  late  expedition, 'place  it  was  .supposed  lie  would  ininudiatcly  re- 
midertaken  to  retaliate,  and  to  repress  and  chastise  turr,.  IJefore  he  reached  there,  however,  he  was 
the  atrocious  audacity  of  the  savage  inhabitanis  of,  overtaken  by  an  ofnctr  sent  by  gen.  .7ac;l:son,  who 
two  hostile  villages,  designated  from  their  chief  arrested  b.im.  On  their  way;  to  Fort  Rtuvkins,  pass- 
men Hopannee  and  riielemme.  ling  through  this  place,   c:'pt.  Wriglit  was  released 

From  these  dens,  it  was  ascertained  they  made  tfrom  t'ae  custody  of  tiie  ofiicer,  by  a  \\  rit  of  Ilabc.is 
frequent  and  formidable  inroads  upon  our  defence-  Corpus,  Ijefore  the  inferior  court  cf  this  county, 
less  frontiers,  marking  their  course  with,  tlie  butch-  On  the  same  evening-,  I  issued  ap  order  to  the  acl- 
ery  of  our  women  and  cliildi-en,  and  the  other  ter-  jjutant-g-cneral  to  arrest  and  coiifme  bin;,  detei'mln- 
risic  enormities  peculiar  to  their  barbarous  vrarfare.  jing  to  refer  the  mode  of  trying  hiiu  to  .tlie  Fresi- 
AfBictive  and  alarming  intcllig-cnce  of  tliese  deprc-ideut  of  the  United  States;  wliich  course  I  was  the 
dations,  ai-conipanied  by  urgent  dema;nds  for  pro- !  more  willing  to  pursue,  as  it  seemed  to  have  beeii 
tection  from  those  whose  situations  were  most  ex-'tliC  one  contemplated  by  g-en.  .bickson.  But  bc- 
posed,  reached  the  Executive  almost  daily.  'fore  u  proper  warrant  could  be  obtained,  to  enable 
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J°  marshal  to  take  him  into  custody,  by  means  of 

'Paragraph  in  one  of  the  Savanna)i  papers,  he  as- 

*-rtaine(l  that  tlie  President  had  directed  iiim  to 

)e  prosecuted,  for  tlie  murder  of  friendly  Indians, 
before  a  special  commission  to  be  issued  for  that 
pur-poKc,  conlbrmably  to  an  act  of  congress  of  tlie 
oOth  of  March,  1802,  and  being-  alarmed  1  presume, 
at  this  intimation  of  the  (iang'er  that  mig^lit  result 
'1o  him  fron^  sucli  (rial,  eflccted  his  escape,  and 
has  not  yet  been  appreh.ended. 

i  liave  felt  it  a  duty,  to  the  outraged  cliaracter  of 
the  state,  fellow-citizens,  to  be  thus  particulai'  in 
noticing  this  transaction,  as  mistaken  one-sided  hu- 
manity and  meddling  malignity,  have  been  perse- 
vei'ingly  busy  in  distorting  and  disguising,  ahiiost 
every  circumstance  connected  with  the  expedition. 
Tlie  opei-ation  of  our  Penal  Code  has  been  at- 
tended with  considerable  expense  during  the  poli- 
tical year  just  ended;  the  articles  necessary  for  the  I  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  growing  out  of  objections 
coniplction  of  the  building,  raw  materials  for  the  jto  being  on  the  river  at  "a  season  so  unheaUhv,  I  eii- 
omployment  of  the    convicts,  and  provisioire  for  gaged  with  Doctor  AVillis  Koberts,  of  Putnan\  comi- 


'  According-  to  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o^ 
the  20th  of  December  last,  I  appointed  a  mathema- 
tician, commissioner  and  surveyor,  on  the  part  of 
this  state,  to  meet  those  on  the  part  of  Tennessee? 
for  the  purpose  of  running  and  marking  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  two  states. — Tlicy  accordinij- 
ly  met  at  the  mouth  of  Nicajack  creck,"on  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  after  a  laborious  tour  of  several 
weeks,  completed  the  line,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  i^oth  parties. 

By  an  act  of  the  19th  December  last,  I  was  au- 
thorized by  the  Legislature,  to  appoint  a  siiitable 
person  to  examine  our  navigal)Ic  water  courses,  who 
was  to  report  to  me  the  practicability  of  improving 
them,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expcuiie,  and  the 
best  mode  by  which  the  object  could  be  accom- 
plished. After  having  been  frequently  disappoint- 
ed in  attempts  to  prociu-e  a  person,  competent  to 


their  support,   have  all   been  procured  at  extrava- 
gant prices.     From   the    experiment  of  the    new 


ty.     lie  commeneed  at  Fort-Hawkins, and  examined 
the  Ocmulgee  to  its  junction  with  tlie  Oconee,  and 


system,  as  far  as  it  has  proceeded,  we  may  safely  then  returned,   intending  to   commence  again  at 


conclude,  the  period  is  yet  distant,  v.hen  the  pro 
fits  arising  from  the  labor  of  the  persons  confined, 
will  meet  the  expenditure  incurred. — And  I  grieve 
to  remai'k,  it  furnishes  but  little  ground  for  the 
benevolent  expectation  being  frequently  realized, 
of  their  moral  ref()rruatioii,  or  of  restoring  them  to 
society  in  the  character  of  good  citizens.  V/e  have, 
however,  the  consolation  of  believing,  that  this  sys- 
tem has  been  efficient,  and  by  prudent  manage- 
ment will  continue  to  be  so,  in  restraining  villany 
within  much  narrower  limits,  than  those  to  which 
they  have  been  accustomed,  and  of  course,  impor- 
tantly diminishing  their  dcjiredations  on  society. 

During  the  year  past,  1  have  received  from  the 
United  States,  in  drafts  on  the  banks  at  Savannah 
and  Charleston,  377,042  dollars,  73,000  dollars  be- 
ing the  balance  due  by  the  g'eneral  government,  to 


Barnett's  Shoals  on  the  Oconee.  Indisposition,  how- 
ever, prevented  him,  and  he  resigned. 

Owing  I  apprehend  to  a  press  of  business  at  tlie 
seat  of  government,  it  was  not  until  the  month  of 
August  last,  that  1  received  an  ansv  er  from  tlie 
Secretary  of  Wai-,  to  several  letters  I  had  writtert 
on  the  subject,  informing  me,  that  the  President 
had  appointed  the  Hon.  Wilson  Lumpkin,  a  com- 
missioner, to  run  and  mark  the  lines  designated  ia 
the  late  cessions  of  lands  from  the  Indians  to  the 
United  States,  by  which  a  tract  of  country  of  con- 
siderable extent  and  value,  has  been  acquired  for 
the  use  of  this  state.  Mr.  Lumpkin  has  also  been 
appointed  to  run  the  line  from  the  junction  of  Flint 
and  Chat.ahoochie  rivers,  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's, 
which  will  form  the  boundary  between  this  state 
and  the  province  of  East  Florida.     Conformablv  to 


the  state  of  Georgia,  on  account  of  the  sale  of  our  j  the  Legislature,  commissioners  have  been  appoint- 
western  lands;  these  drafts  were  deposited  in  Uieied  on  tiie  part  of  the  state  to  attend  Mr.  Lumpkin 
State  bank  for  collection,  where  they  were  realiz-  in  the  performances  of  these  duties.  It  will  proba- 
ed and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  audibly  be  some  time  before  the  lines  are  completed, 
have  ht  en  drawn  for  by  him  as  exigencies  required,  jbut  that  circumstance  should  not  prevent  the  pre- 
I?v   an    act  of  the  last    Ixgislature,  the  .sum    of i sent  Legislature  from  making  a  disposition  of  the 


250,000  dollars  was  appropriated  lor  the  establish 
mcnt  and  support  of  Free  Schools.  A  like  amount 
was  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  the  inter- 
nal navigation  of  the  state.  These  sums  I  was  di- 
rected to  vest  in  bank,  or  other  profitable  stock, 
the  proceeds  of  whicli  were  intended  to  be  appli- 


land,  tliat  must  eventually  belong  to  Georgia. 

I  beg  leave  to  direct  your  early  attention  to  that 
part  of  our  Penal  Code  which  was  intended  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction  of  slaves  into  this  state,  ex- 
cept on  certain  conditions.  The  violation  of  that 
act  becomes  every  day  more  common,  and  it  is  a 


cd  to  the  purposes  above  m.entioned.  The  neccs-  lamentable  fact,  that  this  abominable  traffic,  has  so 
sarv  enquiry  Avas  accordingly  made,  relative  to  tlie! many  advocates  among  us  that  an  informer,  or  evea 
terms  on  wliich  stock  couhl  be  procured  in  the  sc-  an  officer,  who  woidd  perform  his  duty  by  attempt- 
Tcral  chartered  banks  of  this  Sktatc,  and  it  was  ascer- 1  ing  to  entbrce  the  law,  is  by  many  considered  an  of- 
vaincd  that  it  could  not  i)c  obtained  without  g'iving  riciDus  meddler  and  treated  with  derision  and  con- 


aii  extravagant  premium,  wiiich  I  did  not  feel  my- 
j;elf  authorized  to  do.  I  was,  however,  enabled  to 
procure  two  hundred  shares  in  the  stock  of  the 
Stcam-Hoat  Comp.any,  nmounting  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  at  par;  and  have  taken  the  five 
hundred  shares  reserved  for  the  state  in  the  stock 
of  the  Augusta  I5ank,  as  dnxcted  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  oftJie  19th  of  December  last. 

Pro]iositions  have  been  m.ide  by  several  compa- 
Jiies  of  persons,  who  have  associated  thonsclves 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  banks,  to  take  stock 
with  them;  but  as  the  expediency  of  chartering 
new  banks,  is  a  subject  for  your  consideration  and 
decision,  and  as  in  the  event  of  granting  new  char- 
ters, the  Legislature  can  pix)vide  for  the  interest 
of  the  stale,  I  declined  their  offers* 


tem|)t. — I  hope  the  Legislature  will  make  anotlier 
eflfort  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  by 
'adopting  such  measures  as  will  efi'ectually  prevent 
this  species  of  speculation. 

I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence,  the  situation  of  our 
public  highways.  Considerable  hberality  has  here- 
tofore been  displayed,  in  appropriating  funds  for 
the  improvement  of  our  navigable  water  courses, 
and  certainly,  our  great  market  roads  ai-e  eQually 
entitled  to  Legislative  assistance.  Your  own  ob- 
servations will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  to  induce  your 
early  attention  to  this  subject. 

The;  appointment  of  two  Senators  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  will  devolve  on  the  I.e 
gislature  during  the  present  session;  one  to  fill  the 
vacan  cy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
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George  M.  Troup;  and  the  other  to  .siipi)]y  the 
place  of  tlie  Hon.  Ciiiu-les  'I'uit,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice will  exph-e  on  the  3d  of  Murcli  next. 

Itis  pi-opor  for  me  to  remsirk,  that  the  sum  appro- 
priated liist  yeuT,  for  the  purpose  of  completing-  the 
Penitentiary  Edifice,  and  for  defrayini^  tlie  current 
expenses  of  the  institution,  has  been  found  insuffi- 
cient 1  have  therefore  been  compeI!e<l  to  druvv 
ontheconting-ent  fund  for  a  considerable  sum  on  thiit 
account.  I  shall  not,  however,  be  able  to  pay  the 
OHicers  and  Guard,  their  last  quaiter's  salaries,  un- 
til au  appropriation  is  made  for  that  purpose. 

A  list  of  l^xccutive  appointmeuts  made  during' 
the  year  just  ended,  and  a  list  of  warrants  drawn  on 
the  Treasury,  will  be  laid  before  }ou 


"Whereas  information  has  been  received  by  ~    ^' 
Legislature,  from  a  respectable  source,  that  a  lar  '°'^" 
number  of  African  negroes  have  been  iiilroduct^^^^ 
into  this  state,  v/hich  have  been  bonded;  and,  it  a]>-_ 
pearing  from  the  same  autliority,  that  tlie  said  ne- 
groes are  about  to  be  removed  from  the  state,  in  de- 
fiance of  law,  it  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  his  excel- 
lency the  tiovcrnor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  appoint  and  direct,  some  fit  and 
]) roper  person  or  persons,  forthwith  to  take  into 
possession  all  such   African  negroes  as  may   havc^ 
been  introduced  into  tlils  state  from  any  foreign  poit 
or  place,  concrary  to  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
passed  in  the  year  1807,  prohibiting  the  introductioa 
of  slaves  into   tlie    United  States,   and  hold   them 


I  cannot  close  tlsis  communication  without   e:c-  until  the  future  direction  of  tlie  proper  authority. 

Which  said  projjerty  may  be  replaced  by  giving  -a. 
bond   with  ample  security.  In  an  amount  equal  to 


pressing  the  lively  satisfUcticm  I  i'cal  at  the  unex 
ampled  prosperity  of  our  common  country.  That 
the  great  Author  of  .Nature  may  continue  to  watch 
over  u.s,  and  bless  this  favored  land,  for  ages  to 
come,  with  peace,  plenty  and  happiness,  is  tlie  fer- 
vent wish  of  vour  devoted  fellow-citizen. 


(Signed) 


WILLIAM  llABUX. 


In  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
nth  Nov.  la  18,  the  following  isessage  was  received 
fi'om  the  Governor  of  the  State: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hj use  uf  Hcpre^eniatives 

GKSTLKMENr— Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  the  Legishiture  of  this  State,  passed  on  the 
J9th  December  last,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
Slaves  introduced  into  this  State  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  the  United  Stares,  I  appointed  Colonel 
Oliarles  Williamson,  of  Milledgeville,  agent  for  the 
State,  and  furnished  him  with  the  requisite  autliori- 
ty to  carry  into  tlicct  the  intention  of  tlie  Legisla- 
ture. 

In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  he  has  been 
compelled  to  encounter  many  difficulties,  and  incur 
considerable  expense.  Sus])icious  claims luive  been 
set  up,  and  under  the  nunsk  of  a  pretended  legal 
authority,  attempts  were  made  to  wrest  from  the 
State  those  Africans,  that  liad  been  apprehended 
and  delivered  by  the  Collector  of  the  District  of 
Brunswick.  Those  efforts  were  repelled;  and  the 
}3Toceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  them,  after  deduct- 
ing the  expenditures  incurred,  amounts  to  S>5-i,736 


g8U0  for  each  negro. 


Win^^ed  Gudgeons. 

Our  readers,  by  turning  to  the  282nd  page  of  tlie 
12th  volume  of  the  Weekly  KEr;isTi:H,  will  see  a 
report  of  a  trial  at  Baltimore,  Kirk  vs  Withers, 
in  which  the  fact  was  broadly  established,  that  no. 
patent  right  existed  to  interfere  with  the  use  o£ 
winged  gudgeons  in  machinery.  Still,  it  seems, 
persons  claiming  un;ler  Withers'  pretended  right 
to  the  invention  of  those  gudgeons,  are  still  prowl- 
ing through  the  country  to  defraud  the  unwary 
and  alarm  the  timid — to  extort  money  from  them, 
further  to  assist  in  terminating  this  huposition,  we 
copy  the  following  roport  of  a  cass  recently  de- 
cided at  West-Chestci-,  in  the  state  of  Peimsydvaiua. 

COMMOXWEALTIT    VS    WlTHERS. 

This  cause  was  tried  at  the  Court,  of  Quarter 
Sessions  lately  held  in  Chestiir  county,  before  the 
ilon.  John  Koss,  President,  and  his  associate's. 


Darlington, 
11 

T.  Uoss,       5 


Hcmj)!! 


■ton,  7 
ill,    Cf( 


or  prosecution. 


J.  Ldwards,  in      i  c     ^     t 

,1.  '  >  lor  defendants, 

and  Duer,     S 

There  were  two  bills  of  ind'ctments;  one  for  a 

cons[)iracy   to  cheat,  and  cheating  Wm.  Tiiomas — 


ly  cents,    which  sum  has  been   deposited  in  the  the  other  charging  defendant   with   the    same  of- 


Bank  at  this  place,  subject  to  my  order 

By  an  examination  of  the  law,  it  will  be  found, 
tJiat  the  !*tatc's  agent  was  not  authorized  to  take 
forcible  possession,  but  merely  to  ask,  demand  and 
receive  such  Africans  as  might  have  been  introdu- 
ced contrary  to  law,  Ijy  reason  of  which,  there  are 
now  several  hundreds  held  by  individuals  in  diti'er- 
ent  parts  of  the  state,  without  any  legal  claim  what- 
ever. I  earnestly  i-ecommend  to  the  Legislature 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated 
to  secure  this  property  to  the  state. 

Icannot  take  leave  of  thissuijject,  without  urging 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  making  ample  compen- 
s.itioiito  tlie  Collector  of  the  District  of  Brunswick, 
forhin  8er\ices  in  apprehending*  upwards  erf  ninety 
Africans,  that  were  lust  to  the  state,  had  it  not  been 
ibr  his  Unremitting  exertions — iuid  indeed  1  am  per- 
suaded,., that  the  interest  of  the  state  woukl  be 
greatly  promoted  by  offering  a  liberal  compensation 
to  such  as  niay  be  disposed  to  engage  in  the  sup 


fence  in  relation  to  Benjamin  Hickman. 

The  death  of  Joseph  Withers,  one  of  the  parties 
to  the  conspiracy,  was  sug-gusted,  and  tiie  trial  of 
Augustus  Witliers,  tlie  surviving  defendant,  pro- 
ceedetl  tipon  both  bills  of  Indictment  at  the  same- 
time,  after  exception  by  his  counsel,  overruled  by 
the  court,  and  tlie  exception  noted. 

Defendant  claimed  his  right  to  double  challen- 
ges, and  was  allowed  to  exercise  it  to  the  full  ex- 
tent. 

The  principal  i'ncH  which  appeared  in  evidence 
to  support  the  prosecution  were,  that  Augustus 
WitheiN  and  Joseph  Withers  had  vi^iited  most  of 
the  millers  in  this  vicinity,  endeavoring  to  extort 
from  them,  under  a  patent  right,  obtained  by  one 
Michael  AVitlu-rs — from  whom  they  held  a  power 
of  attorney — for  the  wing  gudgeon:  They  in  all  in- 
stances asserted  that  the  conunon  wing  gudgeons 
used  by  the  millers,  and  M-hich  luive  been  in  use 
:tbout  thirty  jears,  were  iuahided  in   their  patent. 


pression  of  this  abominable  specuh^tion,  which  liasi  and  by  various  false  and  fraiiduleni  pretences,  and 
l^ngbcen  carried  on  upon  our  sea  coast,  to  the  dis-  artful  misrepresentations,  were  frequently  success- 
grace  of  our  country,  and  to  the  cause  of  suircring-  i'll  in  obtaining  monev 
huuianity.  WILLIAM  M  VBUi^'. 

^  On  a  subsequent  day,  tli'c  followiitg  It-csolution 
was  agi-e.ed  tO: 


Sometimes  fhey  said  that 
the  patentee  was  their  father;  sometimes  an  aged 
uncle,  idtiiough  in  fact,  he  is  their  brother.  Th,ey 
aikged  tliat  a  ifpecLficatioii  of  (lie  ia\'eiitibn  Or  di.s^ 


/ 
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*Q  ery,  with  a  niodt;!,  hud  been  deposited  in  the 
>');eut  oliice  a  loa^  tnue  ago,  although  in  fact  no 
c  ;h  speciiication  or  iii;dei  was  deposited  untU  the 
■jme  tiie  patent  was  taken  out,  to  wit;  in  IHlo. 
Tiiey  producevl  a  lui\g  list  oi'  persons  i'roai  whom 
they  s'ud  they  tiad  collected  the  money.  They 
pretended  to  have  prosecuted  one  man  and  reco- 
vered treble  dainag es;  but  it  did  not  appear  at  tlie 
trial  that  any  one  suit  had  ever  been  brought  under 
their  patent. 

Litiie  case  of  Wm.  Thomas,  one  of  them  person- 
ated an  oriioer  of  justice,  and  claimed  the 
power  to  enforce  immediate  payment,  and  threat- 
ened to  seize  Ujs  goods,  unless  the  claim  was  satis- 
fied. 

It  also  appeared  that  Caleb  Kirk,  o,\e  of  the  in- 
dividuals fiom  whom  they  had  extorted  money,  and 
whose  n^ime  they  had  made  great  use  of  to  impose 
upon  otiiers,  had  heretofore  obtained  a  Rule  upon 
?yiiciiael  Withers  troai  the  District  Court  of  Mary- 
land, to  shew  cause  why  His  patent  should  not  be 
vacated — that  uporl  the  hearing  under  that  rule  all 
claiiii  to  the  co.ninon  winged  gudgeon,  had  been 
expressly  abau  ioned — that  he  confined  his  claim 
to  a  pretended  Improvement,  consisting,  as  he  al- 
leged, and  exemplified  by  model,  in  a  bevel  upon 
only  one  side  of  the  wings  nearest  to  the  neck  of 
the  gudgeon. 

The  common  wing  gudgeon  is  slightly  bevelled 
on  both  sides.  Models  of  both  kinds  were  pro- 
duced to  the  Court.  No  person  could  be  found 
who  liad  ever  seen  a  wins:  srudareon  in  vise  corres- 
ponding  to  the  model  produced  by  the  patentee,  at 
the  Uisvrict  Court  upon  the  above  hearing,  as  com- 
prising his  impiovement,  anu  the  general  opinion 
was  that  it  vv'ould  be  useless. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant,  after  calling  one 
OP  two  Witnesses,  rested  his  case  upon  tlie  grounds, 
that  the  facts  proved  did  not  amount  to  a  conspira- 
®y  in  Law,  and  that  there  had  been  no  cheating 
with  ialse  tokens  sufficiently  laid  in  the  indictment 
or  proved  upwn  the  trial. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  the  Jury  after  a  pa- 
tient hearing  of  a  day  and  a  half,  full  argiunent  of 
counsel,  and  an  elaborate  char;re  from  the  bench. 

The  Defjndant  was  found  (juilty  upon  both  in- 
<iictments,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dol- 
lars and  to  tliree  months  imprisonment  under  each. 

It  is  hoped  that  t'lis  case  will  prove  a  warning-  to 
all  rogues,  and  particularly  to  surreptitious  paten- 
tees. It  has  been  reported  at  kn-g'e,  in  order  to 
advise  the  millers  fully  of  their  rights,  and  to  put 
them  on  their  g'uard  against  future  attempts  at  im- 
position.—  Villa jc  Record. 

[We  are  informed  the  actual  sentence  passed  or 
'imposed,  wan — "One  hundred  dolba-s  to  the  com- 
innnwealdi,  six  montlis  imprisonment,  und  the  costs 
of  prosecution,  and  to  stand  committed  until  com- 
plied with."— Ki).  iluu.] 


Rom .11  IIS  of  Capt.  Hart. 

Fi':t>n  the  D<'iroit  G  tzetts 
Messrs.  Sheldon  and  /ic\<l. — I  wi'd  tlia.ik  you  to 
irrsert  m  you;-  u*i\t  paper  the  suhj-jined  extr.-.ct  of 
a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henry  Cl;*y,  which  I  have 
recently  received.  I  cannot  comply  wit'i  his  re- 
quest in  any  belter  mode,  and  our  citizsn*  'vill 
have  the  plessm-e  of  perceiving  ihut  ta-.  ir  ger.erous 
anrl  disinteresiad  attentions  to  the  remains  of  "ur 
(inforlunaie  countrymen,  who  fe'ii  at  tli»;  river  Itii- 
sin,  are  fully  appreciated  and  feelinerlv  -ckp  jwl-dg- 
eM'.  LEWIS  CASS.     . 


Exlract  f<f  a  iHltr  from  the  lion.   Henry  Clay,  to  go, 

■vernor  Jjeiuis  Cuss. 

''I  avail  myself  of  this  Of  casion  to  present  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  the  ini)ahilants  cf  Detroit,  tl;e 
thanks  of  ihe  surviving  conv  xions  of  the  Wle  cap; 
t,u  ,  IJiur,  ^nd  my  o'>\n  .s  one  if  'hem,  for  the  re. 
speciful  notice,  wLicit  you  have  lud  the  kiiidiess 
to  take  of  Ids  remai's.  We  can  never  cease  to  Jt- 
plore  his  untimely  end,  but  the  g.^nf-rous  conduct 
of  yourself  and  the  Inhubiiants  of  !3nroit,  h,.s 
tended  to  mitigate  our  afSiclIons,  by  the  mela;icl;o- 
ly  consolation  which  is  given  us,  iliat  those  remains 
have  been  ideniified,  and  have  been  committed  to 
christian  burial  by  ctiristian  hands." 


Commerce  of  Savannah. 

We  have  before  us  an  abstract  (;f  tlie  goods, 
wares  ruid  mercandize,  of  the  growth,  pioduce  or 
manufacture  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  ixnorted  from 
Savannah,  in  i  lie  year  ending  September  30.  1818— 
the  :.ggi-eg«ie  vdue  is  estimated  at  J514,183,113  19 
— wriicles  as  follows: 

25,828,273  lbs.  upland,  cotton,  to  fore  ign  ports,  at 
31  to  33  cents  per  lb. 
3,345.057  lbs.  ditto,  coastwise. 
2,141,121  lbs.  sea-island  ditto,  to  foreign  ports,  at 
53  to  70  cents. 
14.619  tieices  rices,  to  foreign  ports,  atg35-45. 
1  662  do.  coastwise. 

3,034  hhds  tobacco,  foreign  ports,  glOO-110 
9.51  do.  coastwise. 

75,605  dolls,  worth  lumber — to  foreign  ports. 
148,037         do,         all  otlier  articles,  do. 


Exports  of  New-Orleans. 

Account  oy  TOiiACCo  and  coTTOfr  exp('rtfd  from  Ae-tit- 
O  leans  since  the  ^st  of  .Januury  to  the  end  of  Hcjii. 
ill  i/te  piesent  year,  1318. 

TOBACCO — Hnns. 

1,123  Liverpool,  1,533 

1,998  London,  647 


Hamburg, 
liremen, 
Amsterdam,  2,544 

Rotterdam,  626 

Copenhagen,  471 

Middleburg,  200 

Stockholm,  249 

Cotienburg,  172 

Gibraltar,  4,061 

Do.  and  Alicant,  560 
Covves,  6i  a  market,  1,355 
FalmouU),     dp.         1,452 


Greenock, 

Liverpool, 

Clyde, 

Portsinoutli, 

ll^vre, 

IJordeaux, 

Nantz, 

Marseilles, 


France,  since  the  1st 


Nov.  1817, 

Coastwise, 

Stock  on  hanc^ 
Total, 


^93 

COTTON  — KALES. 

43,310[Broughtup, 
4,651  Coastwise, 
1,500 


14,401 

5,241 

2.611 

695 


-2,409 


Stock  on  hand, 
Total, 


2,774 

20,126 
8,000 

28,126 
400 

28,525 


72,409 
8,000 

80,409 
1,000 

81,409 


Commerce  of  Havanna. 

From  the  beginning  of  .Tanuary,  1818,  'o  the  lat?. 
ter  end  of  September  last,  there  were  exportea 
from  H   v  nna — 

182,334  boxes  of  clayed  sugars,  and 
532  550  arobcs  of  c<-)lfee. 
And  iniported  in  the  whole  year  of  1817— 
24,124  ixjro  slave--. 
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(jj^Thc  never-ceasing  desire  ut' fjetliiig'  hs  rriticli 
matter  into  sixteen  regular  pages  as  makes  18  or 
20,  generally  causes  us  to  have  a  large  quantity  in 
type.  Thus  situated  at  present,  to  regain  the  use 
of  some  of  our  type,  we  issue  a  half  slieet  as  srp- 
•  piKMENTAB  Y  to  tbe  la^t  nunnber  of  tlie    liKoisTEii. 

We  have  tlirown  Mr.  Adams'  lelter  to  Mr.  Kr- 
ving  into  the  last  of  our  sheet,  that  yet  further  do- 
cuments concerning  our  relations  with  Spain  may 
immcilidtely  follow  it,  in  our  next.  We  shall  use 
our  small  type  for  these,  and  publish  tliem  in  a 
suppletJient — though  few  will  read  them,  no  one 
would  be  pleased  with  their  omission,  as  they  may 
be  wanted  for  vference. 

Cj'We  have  a  coliection  of  items  of  foreign  news, 
needful  to  he  preserved,  but  wliich  m<ist  be  post, 
poned.  There  is  nothing  important  among  tliem, 
however,  t.vcept  an  account  of  the  decease  of  t!ie 
queen  of  Kngland — the  (dd  lady  died  on  the  17th  of 
November;  and  somespcci'.lations,  &c.  about  Bona- 
parte, and  a  rumored  discovery  of  a  plan  to  effect 
his  escape. 


The  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
for  investigating  the  aflairs  of  the  ba:ik  of  tlie 
Urtited  States,  having  finished  their  business  at 
Philadelpliia  the  day  before  Chris:?T)as,  it  seems 
agreed  among  themselves  that  uiessrs.  Spenrcr. 
Jinr-weli  and  JWLane,  should  pioceed  to  look  imo 
things  at  Baltimore;  Mr.  L'jwndes,  to  take  a  petp 
into  the  office  at  Washington  city;  and  Mr.  Tiller, 
to  examine  the  stale  of  tlie  concern  at  Richmond. 
All  we  yet  know  is — that  the  committee  jointly,  as 
well  as  since  its  separation,  has  been  jointly  and 
sevrr.illy,  with  great  apparent  iidustry,  employed 
on  tlie  subjects  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
Their  report  may  be  expected  next  week. 

If  all  the  statements,  reports,  declarations,  noti- 
fications, exculpations,  refutatioKs,  and  as  many 
other  atinns  as  would  till  ten  or  twelve  lines  re- 
lating to  banks,  which  Lave  appeared  within  the 
last  three  or  four  months  were  published  in  the 
Hegigtkh,  the  doggrel  of  Jonathan's  visit  to  town 
■inight  be  ta'ien  for  a  motto: 

*'He  swore  he  couldn't  see  the  toniTh,  • 
There  were  so  many  houses!" 

Or,  in  honest  Paddi)\  phrase,  there  would  be 
*'so  inucli  about  them  that  there  would  be  nothing 
at  all  in  the  paper." 

The  people  are  alive  to  this  great  concern  and  -ivilL 
"rectify  it. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  tiuo  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  last  six 
months.  This  is  well,  if  \he  first  dividend  had 
ppen  at  this  rate,  it  would  have  prevented  many 
"ijnrious  impressions. 

I'hings  are  turned  top^y  tnrvey.  Banks  that  other- 
Wise  stand  fair  and  make  the  lowest  dividends,  are 
considered  the  best! 

A  number  of  the  state  bai-ks  are  crvlng  peccavi, 
«n  account  of  the  oppressions  of  the'baiik  of  t!ie 
^tilled  S'ales,  as  they  call  them.  Let  us  be  just 
•^ii,  as  at  Cincinnati,  a^y  of  them  are  "over  head 
and   ears"   indebted    tt>   tiie    bank  of  the  United 
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Si.ites,  let  the.ii  pay  up,  and  thf-n  grumble — but 
until  then  liold  their  peace,  lest  they  be  suspected 
of  impudence,-  and  of  craving  for  tliemselves  that 
.vhicii  they  never  extended  to  otiiers,  in  similar 
circumstances. 

It  is  stated  that  most  of  the  "Independent 
Banks"  of  Kentucky,  lately  reprf^sented  inconven- 
tion  at  Glasgow,  when  it  was  resolved  to  suspend 
specie  puyments,  have  refused  to  ratify  B.id  pro- 
ceedings, and  continue  to  pay  specie  as  thereto- 
fore! 


"Two  or  three"  banks  in  Ohio,  still  pay  specie— 
but  there  are  very  few  of  iheii-  notes  in  circu- 
lation This  i-tate  is  a  p'-ey  to  Jeu^hrokers  and 
bai.k  directors,  more,  pcrlmps,  than  any  other. 
'I'he  l.-'gislalure  is  dispos.d  to  try  to  do  s<ome!/<inj 
to  sofi  en  the  operations  of  the  system.  To  retire 
their  notes  from  circulation  and  make  a  shew  of  sol- 


vency,  it    IS 


said   tliat  some  of  the   biuks  havH 


given  writle'i  obligations  to  the  branches  of  tiie 
U.  S.  bank,  fV)r  very  large  amomits.  Hank  directoe-; 
ought  not  to  vote  on  an}'  qiiestion  touciiing  .-n  e'l- 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  such  iiiotitutions,  in  any 
legislative  body. 


Error  corrected! — "AV'.iose  palace  is  that;"  said  a 
British  towtst  to  a  stage  driver,  ju'-'t  leaving  -a.  lit- 
tle village  as  they  passed  an  elegn.it  nian.'^inn.  "Jt 
is  the  president's,"  replied  the  stage  driver.  "Thw 
president's! — why,  zoiir.ds,  I  thought  thepres-der.t 
lived  in  Washington  cit} ."  "So  one  of  tliem  does," 
said  the  stage  driver,  with  perfect  composure — 
"but  the  president  I  mean,  is  not  the  president  cf 
the  United  Statet;  he  is  president  of  the  JIuonsf4ne 
Bankr 

(Cj'The  above  may  have  many  locations,  withaut 
the  least  injiuy  to  the  point  of  the  story. 

Money  is  scarce  in  Europe,  In  liussia,  Priis-tid, 
Ausiriu  and  Spain,  all  supremely  blessed  v.iih  a 
"national  currency," — of  paper,  tiie  circulating 
medium  might  bear  a  comparison  witli  the  no'es 
of  the  Owl  Creek-  bank,  except  there  ii  a  /inpe  I;  at 
it  may  get  belter  by  and  bye.-- — The  interest; 
for  money  has  rai.sed  in  the  J\\-.herlnnds — it  is  W((!il\ 
5  per  cent,  at  Jlmsterdan:,  and  7  12  ».X.  ^lU ^■:crp--~ 
and  at  Jlamburg  is  quoted  at  ten.  Frtmce  also  fee  Is  a 
pressure — her  5  percent,  stocks  are  at  69=  but  they 

are  sold  for  cash; the  3  per  ct-nts  in  r'nglund 

are  at  77  to  78— and  '.hey  are  nominul,  or  if  really 
sold  at  that  price,  paid  for  iii  paper.  In  that  coun- 
try also,  there  is  a  project  to  raise  the  current  va- 
lue of  the  precious  metals  considerably  above  the 
s.'a;u/«r J  value.  This  is  a  sorry  crpedieiil — it  niav 
afford  a  temporary  relief^  hut  will  be  productive  of 
permanent  injury. 

Counterfeits.  A  gentleman  residing  on  the  Mis- 
souri, on  our  returning  Ui  hiai  a  counterfeit  bill, 
observes — "that  most  geiiuine  notes  are  as  re.Kv 
counterfeits  as  any  other!"  Iiuleed,  botne  of  tli!.> 
deceptions  are  worthy  of  sligiu  nfl)and-ii,en.  A 
person  this  day  paid  us  a  iio.e,  which  he  receiv- 
ed as  having  been  issued  at  PluUdelpiru—.ind  s  > 
it  was;  but,  unf',>rlunaleiy   for  hiin,    it  w.is  ^'JW-.f 
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-BANKING  sen  APS. 


ilaflelnhb:"— t!ic  "iipw"  printefl  Vf  ry  small  untl  [  important— the  -lulnlfi  amount  of  U  S.  stock  paid  In, 


the  "Philadelphia"  very  lar.^t' — ad  ccip'andum.' 
this  rlf^ht — is  it,  iiideei^l,  lawful? 


Several  plUes  fov  m^iking  bank  no'cs,  and  many 
notes  partially  mnvvfactiire'd,  were  found  deposited 
in  a  hollow  loji;-,  in  jldpkins  coun'y,  Ky.  A  fellow 
iiamed  B.yley  li;is  also  been  detccied  with  six 
other  plates  for  making  note.-,  in  liis  possession.' 

i\  famous  counlerfeil':-?,  named  Briggs,  has  been 
detected  at  Boston.  He  had  a  large  assortment 
of  bills — from  twenty  to  twenty  five,  of  difF;  rent 
d'^nomiiiations,  on  different  bank;.!  We  do  not 
ll-.ink  it  necessary  to  ])rirliculsrize  them.  Many 
gfiniii.ie.  bills  are  :j£  miic:i  countf-rfeits  as  those 
found  in  the  possession  of  Hrig-gc  But  the  makers 
of  the  former  escape,  whilst  this  little  dealer  is 
pu.M«hed!! — So  MITCH  roii  a  name. 

Tcrriftjinff.  One  of  th«  banks  at  j>:ew  York  re- 
ceived twen'.y-'.wo  100  dollar  biUs  of  the  Bunk  of 
America  (ab.ttih  in  that  city),  and  unolhe!'  b^nk  re- 
ceived oie  or  two  more  from  the  same  inanuf«ictory 
— which  were  altered  froiia  some  other  denonnna- 
lioM.  (/limes  connected  with  bunklr.p;,  multiply 
iij)on  us  as  time  rolls  on,  like  a  snow  hfiV^  and  the 
wisflbt  heads  of  o'.sr  couitry  .we  needful  to  check 
liieir  projjress,  wlictlier  committed  by  incorporated 
speculators  in  open  day,  or  gaiigs  of  unincorpo- 
rated scoundrels  in  tJie  dark. 

State  of  Jflaryland  and  United  States'  bank. 
It  IS  well  kiiGwn  tliat  the  state  of  Maryland,  le- 
vied a  tax  upon  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  U- 
niied  St.^.tes,  iocated  at  Baltimore,  and  that  all  the 
b.inks  in  this  city  are  in  like  manner  taxed.  Tlie 
c.ise  is  yet  undtcldeil;  a  letter  from  Annapolis,  of 
the  19' !i  ult.  s:>ys— '-Tlie  house  this  day  decided 
en  the  pxpe  liency  of  eniployinsr  coimsei  in  the  Ci^se 
of  the  resistance  of  tlie  Uraled  States  bank,  to  the 
taxation  iiupased  upon  that  institution  by  the  le- 
pfisiature  of  tiiis  state;  and  passed  an  order  re- 
qiesting  tlte  r^overnor  and  council  to  employ  what 
jiumber  of  counsel  they  shall  judpe  expedient  to 
m^mage  on  t!ie  part  of  thestate,  tiie  case  of  "James 
W.  M' Culloh  vs.  the  state  uf  Marylmid  and  John 
Ju-nics,"  beiiifjan  appeal  fiom  the  court  of  appeals 
Oil  tlie  ^Vc:-;lern  Shore,  to  the  supreme  court  of  vlie 
United  States;  it  having  been  decided  in  the  fonrer 
court,  that  the  said  bank  was  constitution  ally  liable 
to  taxation,  which  is  the  question  on  which  the  ap- 
peal is  made." 

The  "letterfrom  tlie  secret\ry  of  the  trsasui'y,  trans- 
mit tin  J^  sundry  sialcnents  ftomlke  bank  of  the  United 
States,  of  its  concerns  and  transactions,  in  obedience 
to  the  rcsohition  of  the  senate  of  the  \5lh  .ipril  last," 
thout,di  read  in  senate  on  the  7th  of  last  month,  ^'  as 
not  piinted  and  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members 
of  cof.fjress  until  V/ednesday  the  6ti>  instant!  It 
cuniains  about  as  much  matter  as  would  fill  three 

or  four  pages  of  the  Reoisteh. But,  wg  were 

favored,  at  three  dist.aiit  periods,  with  three  ex- 
tracts from,  or  abstracts  of,  this  "letter'*— the  rea- 
der rnay  find  them  in  pages  282,  328  and  o45  of 
t'.e  present  volume,  and  put  them  together  \o  gf.  "a 
v'.ew  of  the  whole  ground,"  as  well  as  he  can.  We 
funkly  confess,  we  are  not  pleased  with  the  dila- 
tory, half-w.iv  maimer  in  which  the  letter  has  readi- 
ed "us:  the  meagre  facts  it  contains  have  lost  much 
of  their  interest  and  utility  by  it. 

At  present,  perhaps,  as  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  may  be  speedily  expected, 
It  is  not  necessary  to  say  iiiHch  about  thop.e  things 
which  are  not  nicntioneu  in  either  of  tl.e  three  arti- 
clts  referred  to.    The  following  seems  the  most 


Is  las  cpilal  of  tliis  ba-..k,  was  gKJ. 8/9,610  66.  See 
!  \v!iat  we  said  about  this  in  Vol.  XIV  of  the  Rr.ois 
TEH,  page  20.  The  amount  wiiich  it  was  extjected 
would  have  been  paid  in,  w.as — tu-enty  oy\e  millions. 
The  table  that  exhibits  the  preceding  is  a  curious 
one — it  calls  the  dcposites  and  discounts,  "stock- 
notes  and  all"— coin!  The  bank  still  holds  430,936 
dollars  60  cents,  of  the  funded  debt,  besides  the  5 
per  cent,  stock  created  for  a  part  of  its  capital,  and 
its  whole  capital  is  given  at  g,34, 972,568  6.3. 

It  is  evident  that  this  letter  was  not  satisfactory  to 
tlie  senate,  else  that  body  would  not  have  so  long 
deferred  acting  upon  tlie  nomination  of  the  presi- 
dent; who,  eight  or  ten  days  ago,  recommended  a 
re-appointment  of  the  old  directors — as  seated  in 
another  ariicle  below.  They  were  willing,  at 
le^st,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 


On  Wednesday,  tlie  oMt'.i  ult.  the  senate  had 
under  consideration  the  nomination  of  the  presi- 
dent for  directors  of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  the  five  old  direic- 
tors,  Messrs.  Jones,  Butler,  Connelly,  IVilliams&ni 
Bro-wne.  The  secret  proceedings  of  that  body  on 
this  subject  have  somehow  leaked  out — it  appears 
that  a  motion  was  made  to  suspend  these  appoint- 
ments until  the  result  of  the  recent  enquiry  bytlie 
house  of  representatives  should  be  known. — This 
was  opposed  with  great  warmth — it  would  sanc- 
tion the  imputations  thrown  upon  the  directors, 
might  cause  the  turning  out  of  Mr.  Jones  from  the 
presidency,  .kc— but,  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  diere 
appeared  20  for  and  14  against  the  postponement. 

The  election  by  the   stockholders  coming  on  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  4tb  and  5th  inst.  the  following 
gentlemen  were    appointed  directors  of  the  institu- 
tion, f  >r  th.e  ensuing  year.- 
IVilliam  Jon-:s,  Joseph  Diiit^an 


Jimes  C.  Fisher, 
Joiin  Sergeant, 
John  Bolton,of  Savan-"^ 
5 


J:<mes  Sdiolt, 
Henry  Tidand, 
Langdon    Cheves,    of'^ 

Charleston,  5 

John  Potter,  of  ditto. 
Joh.-i  Ol'ver,  o^^  Baltimore 
Geo.  IVilliaws,  of  ditto. 
Geo.  H;.tlman,  of  ditto. 
Archibald     Gracie,    of) 

New  York.  5 


nah, 
Joshua  Lippincott, 
JohnCouU.^r, 
John  I.isle, 
Gustavus  Calhoun, 
Juhn  Connelly, 
D.miei  Laramot, 
C'  arles  Ch.iuncey, 

And  Jit  a  meeting  of  the  directors,  on  the  eveiv 
!iigoft!e  6th  inst.  IVilliam  Jones,  esq.  was  un&m- 
mously  re-elected  president. 

Tiiose  marked  in  italic  are  three  of  the  gentle- 
men heretotore  appointed  by  the  president  m 
senate.  An  opposition  ticket  was  run,  but  it  re- 
ceived onh  ibout  one  third  of  the  votes  given.  K 
was  the  design  of  some  to  have  made  Mr.  Cheves 
the  president. 


it 


Oppuovation. 

statement  has 


From 
ippe.Mcd  '.'1 


Philadelphia  pupers-'k 
tl.e  National  Intelligen- 
cer, and  has  b.uA  re-publisb.ed  in  the  newspapers, 
generally,  p.-.rportii'g  'obe  exlrac-.ed  fi-omarepor 
from  the  tre<tsurv  dep.'.nment,  respecting  the  bta 
and  condition  of'lhe  ba-k  of  the  United  States,  on 
tlie  30th  of  Sf-piembf r  last  , 

Thest.atementof  d.bts  due  to    the  bank  oHD= 
U.iled  States,  Is  intro.'uced  with  tlse  tollowmgr 

marks: —  -.^ 

"The  amount  of  debts  due   "from   banks  pay"b 
"sDecie"  to   the  bank,  Kud  several  brancV.eS; 
"liicnot«s  of  bjuiks  paying  specie,  on  hana.  » 


NILES'  REGISTER -JANUARY  9,  1819— BANKING  SCRAPS. 


563 


"deducting  therefrom  the  amounts  due  by  the 
"bank  and  its  branches  to  the  said  banks,  respec- 
*'tive]y,  is  tluis  slated: 

"At  Philadelphia  %1,74<5,S75  73." 

From  this  statement,  a  belief  prevails,  that  the 
state  banks  of  this  city  were  indebted  that  amount 
to  the  bank  of  the   United  States,  on  the  30th  o' 
September  last.     To  counteract    this  impression, 
and  to  give  the  public  correct  information  on  \\\f 
subject,  the  undersigned  cashiers  of  the  City  Hanks, 
and  of  the  bank  of  the  Northern   I.iberties,  met  at 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  on  the  2d   of 
January,  1819,  and  reported    the  balances  of  tlie 
accounts  of  their  respective  institutions,  with  the 
bank  of  the  United   States,   as    they  stood  on   I'.se 
30th  of  September  last;   from  which  it  appeared, 
that  taking  the  several  debits  against  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  giving  it  the   several   cre- 
dits to  which  it  was  entitled  with  the  banks  afore- 
said, the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  that   day, 
was  collectively    indebted   to  thera   the  sum.  of 
jS49,8'29  14. 

ffi  iiry  Drinker,     ,  Sand.  Wi'cox, 

Eliku  Chaitncey,  J  Williams, 

Quiiilin  Campbell,  D-  Mantkville, 

llenru  Kuhl,  Thoa    Wilnon. 

I'hiladelphia,  Jan.  2d,  1319. 
(Tj'Editors  who  have  re  published  the  statement 
From  the  National  Intelligencer,  will   please  to  in- 
sert the  above  in  their  respective  papers. 
The  Democratic  Press,  as  a  •'communication,"says 
— we  are  authorised  to  say,  that  the  statement  h1- 
huled  to  in  the  publication  of  tlie  casliiers  of  the 
state  banks  in  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia  and  N'ortliem 
Liberties,  dated  2d  i.ist.  not  having  been  furnislied 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  treasury 
department,  is  incorrect. 
Jan.  5,   1819. 

The  JWitiotnd  Intelligencer,  of  Thursday  last,  on 
publishing  the  preceding  statement,  says — 

"Let  it  sliould    be  supposed    tlie  error,  if  any, 
rests  on  our  shoulders,  we  transcribe  from  the  re- 
port, verbatim,    all  that  relates    to  the  annount  of 
debts  due  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Phila 
delphia,  as  follows: 
To  bank  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

In  London,  Paris  and  Amster- 
dam, Sl.530,576  04 
For  the  funded  debt, 


owing  balances  to  the  bank  at  Philadelbhia.  TherfJ 
is,  therefore,  no  incompnlbility  wht^lever  betweer. 
the  statement  of  the    bank  of  tix;  United  Stytes, 
and  the  above  statement  of  ilieP.hiladelphia  barks." 
[Now,  as  the  United  States  b:;nk  was  really  in- 
debted to  the    Pliiladelphia    hank^,    collectively, 
'.here  seems  to  be  ho  way  of  reconciling  the  appa- 
rently  discording    statements,    hut    in    beVievin-^ 
that   by  the  amount    due    at  Philadelphia    it   was 
meant  to  include  tlie  sums  deposited  in  several  of 
the  s'ate    banks,    but   puns,' d  to   the  credit    of  the 
United  States  on  the  books  of  tiie  mother  b'nk,  in 
that  city,  (\v!ncK  shew  an  amount  of  abou'^  83U,00O 
dollars,  see  page  328)  and  the  notes  of  sonse  "s/ie- 
cie  paying"  banks  yet  on  hand,  whicli  the  U.  S  ates' 
bank  received  wiitn  it  first  commenced  il.s  opera- 
tion.-:: for  it  is  believed  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  at   Philadelphia,  has  not  received  the  i.otes 
of  any  of  the  state  banks,  except  those  in  tliat  city, 
and  in  New  York  and  Boston,  &.C.  which  tliere  i.i  no 
sort  of  difficulty  in  passing  of}',  in  the  present  rftate 
of  the  trade  of  \i>e  country.     But,  great  is  the  mys- 
tery of  banking:  the  initiated,  only,  can  teil  us  hou^ 
ills— if  they  pleise.     ud.  reg.] 


T/ie  Pennsylvania  litter.  A  Ilarrisburg  paper 
puhlislies  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  that  state,  when  the  "bill  for  re- 
gulating b.inks,"  vvus  ejiacted  into  a  l&w  in  defiance 
of  the  opposition  of  gov.  Snyder— as  follows: 
Extract  from  the  Juumal  of  the  house  of  representti- 
tivesfor  the  session  of  1813-14,  page  534. 

Agreeably  to  t!ie  order  of  the  d.iy,  the  house 
proceeded  to  re-consider  the  bill  entitled  "an  act 
rfcp;u'aiing  banks,"  returned  by  the  governor  with 
his  objections  to  its  passage. 

And  on  llie  question  being  put  shall  this  bill 
passi'  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  agreeable  to 
the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz. — 

Yeas. — Messrs. 


part  of  the  capital 

For  bills  discounted, 
;  From  sundry   banks, 
(paying  specie,) 

82,079,485  77 
Fop  notes  of 
sundry  banks 
do.  oa  hand,   455,284  57 


7,430,926  60 
8,834,089  62 


D?d'ct  am't 
due  sundry 
bank-!,  (pay- 
ing specie) 


2,534,770  34 


789,394  61 


1,745,375  73 


Debt?  due  bank  U.  States,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, gl9,540,967  99 

Having  done  thus  much  justice  to  the  Philadel- 
phia state  banks  and  to  ourselves,  we  will  only 
add,  hi  justice  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
that  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  "amount  due  from 
sundry  banks"  at  Philadelphia,  does  not  mean 
banks  i?i  Philadelphia,  but  includes  all  other  banks 


AUshouse 

Jordan 

Pruner 

Be^n 

Kerr 

P.  Reed 

Bollinger 

Kiehs 

Rpignrt 

Barchfield 

Kr-mef 

Rinker 

Gii'.nn 

Law 

Robinette 

Deckbert 

Lawrence 

Rothrock 

Dlckerson 

Lightner 

Sellers 

Dingman 

D.  .Vl.iclay 

Sergeant 

Ellmaker 

J.  Muclay 

SJiindis 

Feger 

W.  Marks 

She:jiver 

Ferguson 

G.  M..rs 

R.  Smith 

F  >ster 

Maxwell 

S   Smith               ; 

G-af? 

M'C;dl 

Souder 

Grosh 

M'Comb 

Sterne 

Heart 

Metsger 

Stevenson 

J.  Hays 

Miller 

Stoy 

S    Hays 

Miilikin 

Wallace 

Hcaton 

Jac.   Mitchell 

Watson 

Harrington 

Jas.  Mitciiell 

V/eston 

Ue-.ton 

J.  S.  Mitchell 

Winters— and 

Hudson 

Plurner 

St.  Clair,  sneaker 

Hyde 

Potts 

—65 

Nays. — Messrs. 

Adams 

Duane 

Murray 

Bond 

Fj  eke  nth  all 

Powel! 

Brooke 

Frysing'er 

J.  Reed 

Carter 

Harris 

Ke.lf 

Cheyney 

Heckert 

Roland 

Connelly 

Hindman 

Rupert 

Courtney 

Holmes 

Sutherland — ani 

Darlint/'.on 

M'Coy 

Thompson — 24 

CC/=We  would  respectfully  suggest  to"  the  editor 

of  the  Ilarr 

isburg  Chronicle  an 

attempt  to  ascertain 
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what  number  of  those  prrsons  who  voted  in  the 
affirmative  were  made  presidents,  cashiers  and  di- 
rectors— and  liow  many  of  their  relatives  v/ere 
provided  for,  by  the  operation  of  the  act? 

Vermont.  Two  banks  were  authorised  by  the 
leg^islattire  of  this  slate  at  its  late  session.  The 
capitals  are  about  100,000  dollars  each;  security 
is  required  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  directors, 
ar.d  twelve  per  cent,  interest  to  be  paid  on  any 
feills  or  notes  of  the  banks  which  are  refused  to 
He  paid  with  coin,  on  demancl— with  power  in  the 
supreme  court  to  declare  the  charter  forfeited  in 
certain  contingencies. 

Wats  awd  meass — state  of  Ttiv.  country — issue. 
The  curses  of  the  paper  system  are  falling  heavily 
upon  tlie  people — and  to  relieve  them,  powerful  ef- 
forts ore  making  to  seduce  congress  to  become  ma- 
Duf.'icusrcrs  of  pap^r  money.  Scheme  follows 
scheme,  and  project  is  heaped  upon  project — some 
of  which  out-do  Laws'  famous  Mississippi  balloon- 
ing in  France,  or  the  not  much  less  celebrated 
South  sea  bubble  in  England,  rrojectors  will  ex- 
ist in  every  age;  and  men  will  build  castles  in  the 
ail"  and  support  them  by  calculaiion,  and  do  aw.iy 
■the  results  of  cxpenence  by  hypolliecatcd  facts. 
Thvre  are  many  also,  that,  if  a  thing  "will  do  for 
the  present,"  care  nothing  about  the  future. 

'Hie  s:tcciss  of  the  paper  currency  in  Great  Bri- 
tain is  constantly  referred  to,  to  induce  us  to  adopi 
it.  It  has  succe'eded  there,  with  a  vengeance!— 
ill  less  tlran  thirty  years  it  has  raised  the  cost  of 
supp;)rting  the /joor  to  an  amount  equ;d  to  what 
Vi'as  required  to  support  the  government! ~\x  has 
enabled  the  disciple's  > if  Put  to  extend  their  infiu- 
eiice  to  the  at'iermost  parts  of  the  habitable  world, 
aud  wade  knee  deep  in  the  blood  of  nations! — to 
depopulate  vast  countries  in  Asia,  and  destroy 
niiUionsofmen  in  Kui-opel— but  emailed  eternal 
misery  at  home,  unless  relieved  hy  a  civil  war,  in 
which  there  will  be  a  cutting  of  the  throats  of 
princes  and  priests,  and  their  panders  and  pftrti- 
zaiis!  T!ie  debt  never  can  be  paid— ;ind  when  mo- 
rrey  Xtikc-s,  the  phice  of  paper,  X.he  inierest  must  fdl 
— for  we  have  see.i  that  the  people,  cannot  pay  the 
taxes  in  such  a  slate  of  things.  Yes — the  sys'.en: 
has  succeeded  in  England!— it  has  succeeded  in 
the  subversion  of  every  thing  like  liherty,  which  the 
rapacity  of  its  rulers  bad  yet  left  to  that  country: 
It  hus  succeeded  in  theanruhilation  of  a  yeorr.a;uT, 
which,  thirty  ye.irs  ago,  was  an  ornament  of  huuKin 
nature.;And  it  is  thiti  system  whico  is  held  up  fin- 
the  imitation  of  Ukpublican  America! — now  en 
joying  profound  peace,  and  tlie  most  ample  resour- 
ces, with  all  the  elasticity  of  youtli  and  power  of 
manhood— pnni Jed  only,  her  means  are  righit'uily 

usfd. 

If  our  country  has  over-traded,  we  must  meet 
its  con^equences,  If  the  evils  we  sufitr  come  out 
of  unreasonable  issues  of  paper — eIihI!  v.'e  remedy 
them  bv  making  7)(9?e  paper.''  Before  any  schc.ir.e 
for  -h.is  pi'.ipoae  is  ailopted,  we  hop>e  that  a  solemn 
pause  will  be  made,  to  consider  whether  prociasti- 
jiation  vvill  not  add  to  otir  difficulties  at  the  day  of 

iiJtUetncnt — WfliClI    i-VERY  BODV    KNOWS  MUST  COMK: 

i!;ay  itnut  come  upon  us  in  the"ri!ghise:.son" — in 
time  ci'war,  or  s.  •::•.' oti'.er  public  calrtmity,  when, 
:iS  was  the  case  in  (ireal  lir!tc^in,  instcaii  of  lessen 
ii!g  llie  iVnp  of  trouble,  we  may  be  compelled  to 
ii:crease  ii''  J^'ow  is  the  best  tin  e  lo  reliepe  our- 
selves and  purge  the  country  ol  speculr.tion — the 
prtscnt  tii7>e  only  is  ours.  Letnoi  tiie  v.ork  of  re- 
kimation  be  i:npc'ded  by  any   expedient  — wc  are 


able  to  bear  the  operation,  and  the  sooner  it  is  over 
the  better.  Wliilst  it  endures,  we  must  remain 
stationary;  but  the  cure  being  effected,  we  may 
advance  again. 

Persons  residing  in  towns  have,  generally,  a  very 
faint  idea  of  the  distress  that  prevails  in  some 
parts  of  the  country — the  profluct  of  years  of  in- 
du«!trious  economy  is  swept  away  by  tlie  genius  of 
speculation,  rapacious  as  the  grave,  cold  and  unfeel. 
ingasdea'd>!  Hundreds  of  lale happy  and  late  in- 
dependent  farmers,  by  the  whoredoms  of  the  sys. 
tem,  are  driven  from  their  homes  and  made  bank- 
rupts and  beggars'  These  people  are  greatly  to 
be  pitied;  but  their  imprudence  is  as  reprehensible 
as  the  authors  of  tlieir  wrong  are  detestable.  The 
amount  of  destruction  is  asvful — f)ut  if  it  serves  as 
a  monument  to  warn  tlie  people  hereaf'er;if  it  causes 
every  reflecting  fiirmer  typically  to  take  his  infant 
stjn  to  the  altar,  and  tliere  make  him  sv/ear  "eter- 
nal enmity"  to  speculation,  teaching  him  to  con- 
fide in  the  good  old  way  of  money  making,  by  ho« 
nest  labor — future  happiness  may  be  hoped  for  to 
compensate  present  misery.  I  have  just  heard 
a  plain  story  about  the  sale  of  a  farm  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  the  sheritF.  for  nine  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
instigation  of  a  neighboring  bank,  which  was  worth 
at  least  twenty  Jive  thousand.  And  thus  the  sys- 
tem is  consummating  every  where,  in  making  no- 
bles and  paupers. 

The  issue  must  be — that  our  paper  money  making 
shops  will  jTo  down,  by  dozers;  money  rise  to  its  le- 
gitimate value,  and  economy  supply  the  waste  which 
prodigality  has  caused. 


CorrespoMilence  with  Spain. 

The  Au>eric.in  people  have  always  had  good  rea- 
son to  congrattdate  themselves  upon  the  ability  of 
their  diplomatic  characters,  at  liome  and  abroad. 
.1.  fferson's  rorres];ondence  with  Hammond,  Madi- 
son's with  liose,  and  the  communications  of  our 
ministers  at  Ghent,  are  proud  specimens  of  the  ta- 
lents of  our  countiymen,  and  have  cot^manded  tlie 
respect  of  all  who  read  them.  INIr.  Adams'  letter 
to  Mr,  Erring,  in  reply  to  M.  Pizarro's  note,  does 
not  sulilr  perhajjs,  in  a  comparison  with  any  of 
these — it  is  nervous  and  grsceful,  always  intelli- 
gent and  sometimes  sublime;  and  cannot  fail  of 
havi  ig  great  effect  upon  every  honest  man.  It 
clearly  sets  forth  the  nauire  and  spirit  of  our  con- 
duct in  Fiuii'Ja,  and  abundantly  proves  that  Spain, 
instead  of  iiaving  caiive  of  cotuplaint  against  us, 
must  be  ons'dfrefl  as  the  aggi-e.ssor!  Retribution 
is  demanded  wi'.h  firmness,  tempered  with  forbear- 
ance. Mr.  Adams  speaks  as  the  organ  of  a  natiot 
sen-iibie  of  its  ov.n  power  to  redress  its  own 
vrnngs — \et  loath  to  appeal  to  force  to  obtain 
whai  reason  and  justice  should  voluntarily  give  to 
our  i»  iiHl.  Bui— we  hope  every  one  will  deliberate- 
ly read  the  letter  for  Idmself, 

By  this  exposition  the  government'has  identified 
itself  vvitii  general  Jackson,  sanctioning  all  his  pro- 
ceediiigs  in  tlie  late  campaign.  There  was  some- 
thing very  repulsive  to  the  humane  mind  in  the  exe- 
cution oi  Arbkthnot  and  Ambriater,  after  their  pow- 
er to  do  uijury  seemed  to  be  at  an  end;  but  those 
wi-o  have  spoken  of  these  executions  as  murders, 
have  mental iy  applied  the  rules  of  what  is  called 
civilized  War  lo  parties  in  a  controversy  that  disa- 
vow them — ruthless  savages,  sparing  neither  age 
nor  sex;  who  burn  prisor.ers  to  death,  and  dash 
out  the  brains  'f  captured  infants,!  The  unfortti- 
i;:.te  Er.'GL!siiMKV  are  less^To  be  pitied  than  any  ot 
the  iniUans  who  full  in  the  contest— they  knew  bet- 
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tet',  and  were  uiuloubtedly,  the  chief  supporters,  if 
not  the  very  autho.s,  of  the  SHvag-e-negro  war. 
Spain,  herself,  would  have  executed  Them  under 
her  colonial  system,  if  her  ctticers  in  Florida  had 
done  their  dutj — if  she  herself  had  not  sanctioned 
the  proceedings  of  Nicholls,  Woodbine  and  the 
rest  of  the  banditti  thai  so  long  infested  thai  coun- 
try, -wantonly  to  murder  and  annoy  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  The  Creek  war  whicl>  has  swept 
half  the  nation  from  the  face  of  the  Citrth,  the  in- 
fernal massacre  at  Fort  Mimms,  &c.  &.c.  was  caused 
by  these  wretched  men —  and  the  fact  stated  by 
Mr.  Adams  is  worthy  of  great  attention,  wherein 
he  tells  us  that  every  Indian  war  we  have  had,  h&d 
its  origin  in  a  foi-eign  influence.  If  any  men  ever 
deserved  death  for  crimes  comiailled,  Jlrbuthvot 
and  .linbrister  justly  suffered;  and  the  example 
may  prevent  a  recurrence  of  their  horrible  oOencfs, 
in  other  quarters.  It  may  prevent  an  extensive  In.- 
dian  war  on  the  Missouri  and  Upper  Mississip- 
pi, and  save  the  lives  of  thousands — checking  a 
spirit  of  trade  that  would  deluge  the  wilderness 
with  the  blood  of  men  for  a  pack  of  beaver  skias. 
We  are  not  sufficiently  learned  in  the  law  to  speak 
in  a.iav/yer-like  manner  upon  the  It'gality  of  gen. 
Jackson's  proceedings — but  must  believe  that  Ar- 
buthnotand  Ambrister_;i/s«/y  merited  death, lewing 
the  question  to  be  decided  by  others  whether  in 
its  manner  it  was  just  or  not. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  SENATE. 

Jan.  A.  The  follovv-ing  message  was  received  from 
llie  president  of  tl.e  United  Slates,  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Monroe  his  private  secretary. 

To  the   Senate  of  the  United  States. 

\  lay  before  the  senate  a  report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  governor  Rabun,  v/hich  was  not  communi- 
«ated  on  a  former  occasion  fro.T  that  department. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

January  4,  1819. 

The  message  and  accompanying  documents  were 
read,  and  four  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  7Vc/ienoj' submitted  a  motion  to  call  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  a  statement  of  the  eflfective 
force  of  the  military  establishment;  a  statement  of 
the  different  posts  and  garrisons,  the  number  of 
troops  in  each;  also  tlie  number  of  artillerists,  the 
number  and  cailibre  of  the  ordnance  at  each  post, 
&c. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
appointment  of  circuit  judges — the  following  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Barbour,  when  the  subject  was 
up  before,  being  still  under  consideration. 

"liesolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  that  brought  it  in,  with  instructions  so 
to  amend  it  as  to  abolish  the  circuit  courts  and 
transfer  their  jurisdiction  to  the  district  courts,  to 
authorise  an  appeal  directly  from  such  courts  to 
the  supreme  court,  and  to  enlarge  the  right  of  ap- 
peal by  reducing  the  amount  on  v/hich  that  right 
may  be  exercised." 

After  considerable  discussion,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  fidlows: 

For  the  motion  .—Messrs.  Bavbogr,  Dickerson,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes.  Taylor,  Thomas,  Williams  ol 
Miss.- 11.  •        :      < 

Against  j<._Mcssrs.  Ruirill,  Daggett,  Eaton.  Edwards,  Fr.!- 
meiitin,  Gaillaid,  Goldsbi>rou,Tli,  Horsev.  Hunter,  Johnson, 
«;ing,  Leake,  Mellen,  Morril,  Moi row,  Otis',  Palmer,  Storer,  Tait, 
lalbot,  licbenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams,  ot  T.  rin.-23. 


After  some  further  progress  on  the  bill,  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

Jan,  5.  The  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  a  letter  from  Benjamin  II.  Latrobe,  latesur- 
veyor,  of  the  public  buildings,  in  explanation  of 
his  plans,  in  reply  to  a  part  of  the  report  of  the 
present  architect,  &c.  which  was  read,  rf'fcrred  tr> 
the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  some  minor  business — tlie  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  organise  anew  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  circuit  judges. 

Much  time  was  bestowed  in  filling  the  numer- 
ous blanks  in  this  bill  and  maturing  its  details;  and 
before  it  was   gone  through  tlie  senate  adjourned. 

.fan.  6.  Several  matters  of  no  present  interest 
being  disposed  of— 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business;  after  which,  it 

Atljourned. 

Jan.  7.  The  bill  to  establish  a  supreme  court, 
8tc.  &c.  was  again  debated,  as  it  has  been,  ably,  for 
two  day$  p^ist. 

A  variety  of  ordinary  and  prepar.atory  business 
was  transacted. 

HOUSK  or   REPWESEWTATIVKS. 

Monday,  Jan.  4. — Sever:d  reports  were  received 
— which  shall  be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  foUowitig 
letter  from  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

Treasury  Department,  .Tamiary  1,  1819. 

Sib— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement  of 
the  exports  of  the  United  Sti.tes,  during  <he  year 
ending  the  SOVh  Sept.  1818,  amounting  in  value,  in 
articles  of 

Domestic  manufacture  and  produce,     73,854,4Sr 

Foreign  do.  do.  19,426,696 

S93,281J33^ 
"Which  article-?  appear  to  have  been  exported  to 
the  following  coHntri«s,  viz. 

Domestic.  Foreign. 
To  the  northern  countries  of 

Europe,                                    1,5.^4,259  1,081,424 

To  dominions  of  Netherlands,  4.192  77&  3,022.711 

Great  Britain,  44.425.532  2,292,280 

France,               10,666,798  3.2M3,791 

Spain,                   4,589,661  2,967,252 

Portugal,              2.650,019  248,158 
The  H.tnse  Towns  and  ports 

of  Germany,                          2,260,002  l,or3,491 

All  others,                                   3,515.355  4,915,589 


SJ'-^, 854,437  19,426,696 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Wm.  H    CllAWFOIip. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  letter,  with  its  enclosures,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Palmer,  tii  N.  Y.  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made  more  pf- 
fectually  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties  on  goons, 
&c.  imported  by  land,  from  the  British  provinces 
in  America,  into  the  United  States:  Also,  that  the 
same  committee  be  instructed  to  enqwire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  t!ie  4th  section  of  a  law 
of  congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  M:irch,  1817,  that 
tbe  provisions  therein  contained  shnll  apply  only  to 
steam  bouts  on  Lake  Champlain,  that  are  employed 
wholly  in  ihe  transportation  of  passeng-ei-s  and  thcl:- 
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bagiTve,  and  that,  he  said  section  shall  nd  extend 
to  aM'.borise  the  entvy  of  any  goods,  &c.  except  pas- 
seng'er's  baggage,  in  any  district  other  than  the  one 
into  which  they  are  to  be  landed,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

J^r  P.  stated  the  reasons  which  had  caused  hi:n 
to  inis'oluce  this  rpsolution,  and  cleavlv  shewed 
the  inadequacy  of  our  revenue  laws  to  prevent 
smuggling  fronn  th.e  British  possessions,  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length.     The  resolution  was  agreed 

o. 

A  message  was  received  from  th^  president,  in 
complluice  with  a  resolution  of  the  house,  relative 
to  the  incresse  of  the  navy,  8tc.  which  we  expect 
to  publish  entire,  as  soon  as  we  csn. 

Aiiother  message  Wiss  al**©  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Staies,  enclosing  the  following 
report  from  the  secretr.ry  of  war: 

The  secretary  of  var,  ;o  whom  was  referred  the 
resolutior,  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  24th 
inst.  "requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  bt  hid  before  this  house,  if,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  s&me  should  not  be  inconsistent  wiih  the 
public  intttest,  copies  of  the  correspondence,  if 
anv,  between  the  department  of  war  and  the  go- 
vl£rnor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the 
latter  to  the  fovnier,  dated  on  the  1st  of  June  of 
the  present  vear,  communicated  to  this  house  on 
the  l3ih  instant;  and  also  t!ie  corre-^pondence,  if 
any,  bs'weeti  the  department  of  war  and  general 
Andrew  Jackson,  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  lat- 
ter,  of  the  duteof  the  7th  May,  1818,  also  commu- 
nicated .0  this  house  on  the  12th  inst."  has  the 
honor  to  irunsmit  an  extract  of  r>  letter  written  by 
major  Vandeventer,  chief  clerk,  department  of  war, 
in  reply  to  general  Jackson's  letter  of  the  7th  of 
May,  1818,  and  to  state  that  no  letter  was  written 
by  this  department  to  the  governor  of  Georgia,  in 
answer  to  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  June,  1818. 

J.  C.  Calhouw, 
Bepariment  of  war,  3Qth  Dec.  1818. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 
Kxtrnc't  of  a  letter  from  mnjor  C    Vandeventer,  chief 
clerky  to  iimvir  p;eneraL  A'ulre-w  Jackson,  dated 

•  b; :rARTMK?(TOF  WAH,  Jc5E  2,  1818 

"Your  letters  of  the  7tr.  of  April,  one  without 
date,  iind  of  the  25th  of  April,  are  received. 

"The  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  are  out  of  town.     The  former  will 
return"  about  the  loth  instant,  the  litter  not  before 
the  middle  of  next  month.  So  soon  as  the  president 
returns,  your  despatches,  together  with  your  ovdtrs 
to  major  Davis,  cornmanditig  the  arrest  of  capiJn 
Wright,  and  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  gover.jor 
of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  horrid  and  airocious 
destruction  of  the   Chchaw   village,   will   be    l,;id 
,  before  hint.     In  the   meun  time  I  am  advised    lo 
coi^imunicate  tlie  ''opinioi  "  that  the  trial  of  ctp- 
tain  Wright,  by  court  miirtial,  is  decidedly  pitfera- 
ble  io  a  civil  prosecution  in  the  Fct.!eral  court.,' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabW,  and  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Mercer  offered  the  following  resolution — 
iJeS'/fcf/,  That  the  secretary  of  tiie  navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to   this  house  a  copy  of  such  in- 
structions, if  any,  as   may  hav«  beeti  issued  by  his 
depii*  'ment,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress  of 
18U?.  prohibiting  the  irnportatioti  of  slaves,  to  the 
conuvanders  of  the   armed   vessels  of  the  United 
Statr.-,   for    the    purpose  of  in<ercej;tirg,    on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  such  vessels  as  have 
beeri  rngagt-d  in  tlie  slave  trade. 

M;-.  M.  ill  OiTering  the  preceding,  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  be'.itviog  ilia'  iv!;.i\j  vessels  i'lr.d  bitr  fit- 
ted out  in  the  United  States  for  carrying   on  the 


slave  trude — th.it  the  names  of  American  citizens 
engaged  in  the  detestable  trade  were  to  be  found 
in  the  records  of  the  British  court,  &c.  The  re- 
solve was  agreed  to. 

He  slso  submitted  the  following — 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  the  number  and 
names  of  the  slave  ships,  if  any,  which  hare  been 
seized  and  condemned  within  the  United  Slates 
for  a  violation  of  the  laws  thereof  against  the  im- 
portation  of  slaves,  and  if  any  negroes,  mulattoes, 
or  persons  of  color,  have  been  found  on  board  such 
vessels,  their  number,  and  the  disposition  which 
has  been  made  of  them  by  the  several  state  go. 
vernments  under  whose  jurisdiction  they  have  fal- 
len. 

After  this  had  been  amended  so  as  to  designate 
the  names  of  those  places  where  such  vessels  be- 
longed, with  the  names  of  their  owners,  &c.  it  was 
also  agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  5. — Among  the  many  petitions 
presented  to  the  house  this  morning,  were  the  fol; 
lowing: 

By  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Piiila? 
delphia,  remonstrating  against  the  condemnation 
and  s.ale  of  slaves,  in  execution  of  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  prohibiting  their  importation. 

By  Mr.  Little,  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  whose  vessels  were  sunk  for  defence 
of  the  place  during  the  late  war,  praying  for  com- 
pensation. 

Many  reports  on  private  petitions  were  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tai/lor,  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  this  houfee  was  directed  tobe,  for  the  remain- 
der ot  the  session,  11  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth,  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire 
intotheexpediency  of  fixingthe  standard  of  weights 
and  measures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  were  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  5th  section  of  the 
act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  kc.  so  tliat  the 
owner  of  every  vessel  above  20  tons,  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  shall  receive  an  allowance  of  four 
dollars  for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's 
burthen.  Provided,  that  the  allowance  aforesaid, 
for  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed 
340  dollars. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  navy  department,  accompanying  a  number  of 
copies  of  tlie  Navy  Register  for  1819;  and  a  list, 
transmitted  by  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasti- 
ry,  of  those  persons  who  have  not  rendered  ac- 
counts for  settlement  within  the  year  preceding. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  his  private  secretHrv,  trans, 
mitting,  for  the  information  of  the  house,  a  copy 
of  the  convention  with  Spain,  (lately  published) 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Don  Lc>uis  de  Oiiis,  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the 
liitlrr  to  the  former,  of  oOih  November. 

The  consideration  of  several  private  clajjns  con- 
sumed the  rest  of  this  day. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  6,  After  receiving  the  usual  re- 
ports, &.C.  the  house,  having  agreed  to  postpone  all 
the  orders  of  the  day  that  preceded  it,  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  military  estab- 
lisliment  for  1819. 

An  animated  discussion  took  place.  The  follow- 
ing account  of  it  is  from  the  J\'ational  Intelligencer 
—  "The  topic  which  was  the  subject  of  most  of  the 
debate,  was  the  constitutionality,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  proi)riety,   on  the  other,  of  the  construction^ 
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by  order  of  the  executive,  of  miiitavy  roads,  and  of 
the  jiaymentof  the  expenses  thereof  out  of  tlie 
fund  annually  appropriated  under  tlie  head  fif  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the  army.  No  qncstion  was 
taken  involving  a  decision  on  this  or  any  other 
point. 

Tlje  most  intercsuns'  feitnre  nft!;e  debate  wliirh 
"is  to  take  place  is,  probably,  the  discussion  (w!>ich 
notice  h;vs  been  given,  will  be  brou.^ijht  on,  vvbdst 
ill  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  bill)  resp?ctin^>' 
the  Seminole  war,  and  particularly  respectlntj  tht 
conduct  of  tiie  commandin?;'  ;re)ier;d.  'ri.i«  inten- 
tion was  distinctly  announced  by  iMr.  JlftTcsr,  an  I 
the  shipe  in  vvlucii  the  question  will  be  presented, 
will  be  Uiat  of  a  proposition  to  appropriate  for  the. 
payment  of  one,  only,  instead  of  two  major  gene 
ruls  in  the  army.'' 

The  debate  lasted  three  hours — in  the  course  of 
which  Messrs.  Clay, Barbour,  Smith  of  Md.  Trimh'e, 
Tucker,  Mercer,  IVilliams,  of  N.  C.  LoiDndes,  Juhn- 
son,  of  Va.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  bore  a  part. 

The  result  whs  that  the  commiitee  rose,  report- 
ed progress  and  had  leave  to  sitasjain. 

After  ordering  some  papers  relative  to  one  of  the 
items  of  the  bill  to  be  printed,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resnlved,  Tliat  the  secre'arv  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  the  present  strength  aiid  dis- 
tribution of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
subjoin  to  such  report  die  number  and  value  of  the 
extra  days'  labor  perC)rmed  by  t'le  severr.l  deta;-,!)- 
ments  thereof,  respectively,  in  the  year  ending-  on 
the  30th  day  of  October  l.'.st,  upon  roads  ov  o'her 
ohjecls  of  fatigue  duty,  together  with  statements 
■  of  such  objects,  if  any  there  are,  of  a  similar  nature, 
to  wliich  it  is  contemplated  to  direct  the  labor  of 
the  troops  in  the  current  year,  distinguishing  the 
sums  expended  on  roads. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  7.  Several  reports  from  com" 
mlttees,  on  private  claims,  were  received. 

Ot  aiotion  of  Mr.  Herbert, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  house  a  statement  of 
the  debts,  credits  and  funds  of  the  incorporated 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  required  by 
the  19lh  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled, 
"an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Cslumljia,  and  to  prevent 
the  rirculation  of  the  notes  of  unincorporated  as- 
sociations within  the  said  District." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd, 

Resolved,  That  the  r.omniittee  on  the  judiciarv 
be  instructed  to  eiiquire  into  the  exnejieacy  of 
creating  a  law  to  define  and  ])unish  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences 
against  the  law  of  nations. 

The  house  atrain  resumed,  in  commiitee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Hugh  Mdson  in  the  chair,  the  bill  niuk 
ing  appropriations  for  the  military  establishment 
for  the  year  1819. 

The  discussion  of  a  particular  provision  of  this 
bdl,  commenced  yesterday,  was  resumed,  and  con- 
tinued for  some  time. 

The  commiitee  did  not  get  through  the  bill, 
before  it  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Mercer,  it  was 

Ile.wlved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  i:.clude  in  the  report  of  ilis  strength  of  the  ar- 
niy  called  f-.r  bv  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  the 
amount  in  value,  if  any,  of  the  extra  coiTipensdtion, 
m  subsistence,  clothin;^'  or  pay,  allowed  the  troops 


for  extra  labor,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  ,'lOth 
October  last,  in  fatigue  duties,  distinguishing  that 
which  has  been  bestowed  in  compensatlmi  for  hibor 
on  roads. 

Mr.  JJfercer  then  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
resolution: 

Rcsolveil,  That  the  committee  on  military  aff.frs 
be  insvruced  to  report  to  tliis  house,  a  bill  to  re- 
duce to  one  tiie  number  of  major  geuerais  of  ti:a 
army  of  ijie  United  Suites. 

The  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  adj  Timed  oil 
llie  25t!»  ult.  One  of  their  last  acts  whs  to  •  tv  a 
tax  for  t!ie  ensuing  year,  of  five  i/rousund  d->Uar.i,  on 
the  United  States  br;-.uch  bank,  at  Fuyetteviile,  in 
lliat  state. 

The  vice  president  ofthe  United  State«,  and  the 
new  secretary  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Thompson,  arrived 
at  Washiiigton  city  on  the  3d  inst. 

Cjpt.  Gamble,  lite  of  the  Ui.ited  States  sloop 
of  war  Ci'ie,  died  at  Pisa  on  the  lOth   Oct.  ult. 

It  is  slated,  that  the  long  and  rancoi-ous  dispute 
betv;e?n  genei'als  Jrckson  and  Jldiri';  !:as  fjeen 
amicably  and  honorably  adjusted  tbro-igli  t!ie  in- 
tt^rference  of  tlie  venerable  governor  Shelby,  of 
Kentucky. 

John  Graham, \a.i.e  commissioner  to  South  Ameri- 
ca, is  appointed  by  the  president  of  tlie  United 
Slates,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  senate,  to 
h?  minister  plijnipotentiarv  from  the  United  S';a^es 
to  Rio  Janeiro, ''vice  Mr.  Sampler,  wlio  desires  per- 
mission  to  return, 

IFu'lev  Taylor,  at  present  a  senator  in  congress 
from  the  state  of  Indiana,  is  re  elected  .o  that  sts- 
tion,  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  3d   day   of 
March  ne,\t. 


Our  relations  with  Spaiur 

Hav.ibiirq;  Oct.  1.  We  have  received  the  follov,- 
ing  doctuuent,  the  importance  of  wliicli  renders  it 
worthy  of  pul^lic  attention.  It  is  tlie  Note  lately 
presented  by  tiie  Spanish  Minister  for  Foreig-n  Af- 
fairs, to  tiie  Ambassaitor  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  wiiich  c.>ntain.?the 
protest  against  the  occupation  of  a  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Florida.  ' 
NOTE. 

<!Sir — In  the  department  confided  to  me,  disa- 
greeable accounts  continue  to  be  received  eonccrr,- 
ingtiie  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  late  '.vents 
in  Florida,  and  t'.ie  hostile  proceedings  of  theAmer- 
ican  Gen  -ral  Jackson,  and  the  troop.s  umler  his 
command,  in  the  tciTitory  of  those  provinces  which 
belong  to  his  Majesty.  Besides  the  facts  to  whirh 
I  invited  the  attention  of  your  Excellency-  in  n.}- 
Notes  ofthe  26th  July,  and  of  the  6th  and  11th  of 
this  month,  I  liave  now  before  me  the  copy  of  a  ca- 
pitidation,  which,  it  appears,  followed  the  ho.stilitics 
committed  by  that  General  against  tlie  fortres.3  of 
Pensacola,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  Span- 
ish garrison  has  been  conveyed  to  the  Havana.  l'.\ 
my  preceding  Notes  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your 
Excellency,  that  notwithstanding  the  particular 
character  of  violence  which  seemed  to  mark  the  ac- 
tions and  operations  of  Gen.  Jackson,  .since  his  first 
entrance  into  Florida — His  ?ilajesty,  .although  will- 
ing to  consider  these  proceedings  as  the  arl)itrary 
acts  of  the  said  General,  was  convinced  that  the 
government  ofthe  United  States  would  no  longer 
delay  to  disapprove  them,  as  soon  as  they  came  to 
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.its  knowledge,  and  that  proper  orders  wovxld  imme- ' 
(iiately  beg-iven,  Hot  only  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
tierritory  invaded,  but  also  for  the  reparation  of  the 
damag-e  occasioned,  and  for  the  restoration  of  the 
property  taken,  which  belonged  as  well  to  liis  Ma- 
jesty, and  Spanish  subjects,  as  also  to  strangers  who 
lived  there  under  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's 
government. 

"It  could  not  be  presumed,   without  offence  to 
the  integrity  of  the  American  Government,   that 
■f'.iere  would  l)e  any  delay  in  giving  satisfaction  to  a 
friendly  power,  and  to  all  civilized  nations  this  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  those  principles  on  which  the 
in:dntenari'cc  of  social  order  depends.     It  was  with 
profo  md  aiHiction  that  his  Majesty  learnt  from  the 
subsequent  report    of  his  Minister  at  Washington, 
that    as  tl-.e  fjrst  excesses  of  General  Jackson  had 
not  been  ais^ipproved,  he  had  not  hesitated  toconti- 
iwe  his  acts   of  violence,    and  desolated  witli  tire 
,snd  sword  every  thing  upon  the  Spanish  tcii-itoiy, 
v/hen  he  met  with  a  resistance  which  a  sense  of  honor 
prescribed  to  soir.c  saudl  gan-isons  vvhich  were  at- 
taclvedin  the  midst  of  peace  by  a  numerous   body 
of  troops.     In  general  the  territory  of  his  Majesty 
•was  attacked  in  the  most  revolting  manner,  the  for- 
tu-esses  and  depots  of  arms  have  been  taken   by 
force,  the  g-arrisons  made  prisoners,  and  then  soit 
out  of  the  provinces,  where  his  .Majesty  had  order- 
ed  thein  to    serve.     Nay,  subject's  of  pov/ers  in 
friendsliip   with  his  Majesty  have  been  executed 
upon   Spanish  ground,   and  this   act  of  barbarity 
cloaked  with  judicial  forms,  whicli,  in  that  situa- 
tion,  and  in  those  circumstances,  can  ordy  be  con- 
sidered  as   a  refinement  of  cruelty.     It  cannot  be 
doubted  but  these  e.^fcesses  are  known  to  the  Go- 
.prnment  of  Washington;  anditdoesnotappearthat 
orders  are  given  to  put  an  end  to  them,  or  give  to 
the  Spanish  Government  the  only  satisfaction  which 
they  admit  of.     In  this  situ.ition  his  Majesty  consi- 
ders it  to  be  due  to  his  own  d'gnity,  and  that  of  the 
people  whom  he  governs,  to  order  me,  at  the  same 
time  that  I  again  most  solemnly  protest  ag'ainst  all 
tliat  has  been  done  by    General  Jackson,   from  the 
day  that  he  set  his  foot  on  the  territory  of  Florida, 
to  add  further  that  }  our  excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  inform    your  Government  that  the  King   is  of 
o])inion,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  said  injuries, 
and  really  hostile  proceedings,  the  course  ofthene- 
gociations  pending  between  the  two  po\<i'ers  is,  and 
must  remain,  interrupted  and  broken  off,  till  tin 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  marked  tlie 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
its  honor,  and  which,' it  seems,  can  be  no  other  tiian 
to  disapprove  of  the  excesses  committed;  to  give 
oj-ders  to  place  things  on  tiie  same  footing  as  they 
v^ere  in  before  the  invasion;  and    to   inflict  an  ap- 
propriate  punishment  on  the  author  of  so  many  dis- 
orders. 

«It  is  extremely  disagreea  >  io  his  Majestv  tn 
be  compelled  to  this  deciaration,  whicli  is 'a  niore 
necessary  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  affair, 
than  an  act  of  his  royal  will  whose  vishea  and  en- 
.'eavors  have  always  been  directed  to  m.aking  an 
equitable  arj-angement  of  the  matters  in  debate  be- 
tween the  two  governments;  but  the  whole  in;])ar. 
tial  world  will  equally  re'cogiii/e  in  the  pi-cseat 
state  of  things  the  impropriety  tliatmust  ensue,  ii 
se^c"  la'lons,  which  s-ippose  a  state  oj  pp,  f'-ct poliii. 
'Ca! friP7uMip,  were  to  be  continuisd  at  a  time  wlien 
such  great  insults  havfe  been  offered  ^vithout  provo- 
cation. The  occupation  of  tlie  larger  und  better 
part  of  Florida  in  1810.  by  tlie  United  States,  who 
deprived  his  Majesty,  during  his  captivity,  of  a 
eount-.y  m  which  he  was  in  peaceable  possession, 


under  pretences,  wliicli,  if  they  had  been  even  well 
i'ouj>ded,   ought   ne\er  to  have    been  enforced  bv 
violence;  and  the   late  improper  attack  on   Amelia 
Island,  were  facts  of  the  same  nature  and  tendency, 
equally  unjust  in  their  principle,  and  equally  pro- 
tested against  on  the  p  .rt  of  Spain;  but  as  they  were 
less  offensive  in  their  kind  and  under  tlicse  circum- 
stances his  Majesty  believed  at  the  same  time  he 
gave  proofs  of  his  moderation,  tliat  he  might  wait 
for  satisfaction  on  these  points  till  the  definitive  ar- 
rangements of  the  points  in  dispute,  which  it  was 
expected  would  soon  take  place.     The  same  is  not 
the  ease  in  the  present  instance.     The  Americans 
have  no  claim,  either  founded  or  unfounded,  to  the 
territory  which  Gen.  Jackson  has  attacked — no  real 
or  pretended  revolution   of  the  inhabitants  could 
serve  as  a  pretext — no  previous  attack  by  robbers, 
which  was  alleged  as  a  reason  for  the  unjust  seiz- 
ure of  Amelia  Island;  the  Spanish  flag  was'flyingon 
the  fortresses  of  San  Marcos  and  Fensacola,  when 
they  were  attacked;  and,  to  complete  the  measure 
of  insults,  that  has  been  taken  by  violence,  which 
his  Majesty  had  offered  in  the  pending  negoriations 
to  cede  to  the  United  St.ates  in    an  honorable  man- 
ner, so  that  it  seems  to  have  been  preferred  to  seize 
it  by  violence,  rather   than  to  acquire  it  from  the 
generous  friendship  of  tiie  King.     These  extraordi- 
n.iry  circumstances  has  induced  liis  Majesty  to  take 
Oie  resolution,  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  dig- 
nity of  his  exalted  characte/'  to  continue  negocia- 
tions,  till  an  affair  has  been  settled  and  terminated 
in  a  suitable  manner,  which  takes  the  precedence  of 
all  other  points  in  dispute   between  the   two  Go- 
vernments, and  which,  from  its  importance,  is  cal- 
culated essentially  to  change,   in  their  whole  ex- 
tent, the  political  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

"Att'ic  same  time,  to  g-ive  a  proof  of  the  peace- 
able and  moderate  sentiments  which  characterized 
the  conduct  of  the  S]iau;sh  government,  I  must  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency,  that  his  Majesty  has,  in 
charging  me  to  communicate  to  his  Minister  at 
Washington  the  declared  rupture  of  nego;  i.ations, 
has  likewise  commanded  me  to  inform  him,  that  if 
the  government  of  the  United  States  had  given  or 
should  give  the  only  satisfaction  which  the  circum- 
stance admits  of,  and  which  iiis  Tilajesty  may  expect 
from  the  justice  and  ]:robity  of  that  g-overnment,he 
may  in  this  case  continue  the  ne_goriations  begun, 
without  applying  to  his  Majesty  for  new  orders  to 
authorise  him  to  contiinie  them. 

"In  making  to  your  Excellency  this  communica- 
tion, T  cannot  omit  to  state  to  you  hov/  painful  it 
has  been  to  me,  that  this  unexpected  obstacle  sliould 
occur  just  lit  the  time  when  I  flattered  myself  with 
the  hope  of  seeing  the  political  relations,  and  the 
most  perfect  harmony  between  the  two  govern- 
ments re-established  upon  solid  and  durable  foun- 
dauons.  I  renew,  to  }  our  Excellency  the  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguish!  d  respect,  and  jmiy  to  Gai) 
to  preserve  your  Excellency  mauy  years. 
"Vour  Excellency's  most  devoted  servant, 

•'JOSEPH  PIZARKO. 
"Madrid,  Aug.  2P,  1818. 
"T^v  the  J\niiht<T  ofi'ht'  Umtril  Siate,s, 
from  his  L'aiholic  ..'^Iiijfslif.'' 


Aw.riicRi)  I'cplv. 
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Depahtmewt  of  state, 


Washington,  28th  November,  1 818. 
Sin— Your  despatches,  to  No.  92,  inclusive,  wiUi 
their  enclosures,  have  been  received  at  this  de- 
partment. Among  these  enclosures,  are  the  seve- 
ral notes  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Pizarro,  in  re- 
lation to  t)>e  transactions  during  the  campaign  of 
general  Jaciison  against  the  Seminole  Indians  and 
the  banditti  of  Negroes  combined  with  them,  and 
particularly  to  his  proceedings  in  Florida,  without 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  the  fourth  and  last  of  those  notes  of  Mr.  Pizar- 
ro, he  has  given  formal  notice  that  the  king,  his 
master,  has  issued  orders  for  the  suspension  of  the 
negocialion  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
until  satisfaction  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Ame- 
rican government  to  iiim  for  these  proceedings  of 
gen.  Jaokson,  which  he  considers  as  acts  of  unequi- 
vocal hostility  against  him,  and  as  outrages  upon 
his  honor  and  dignity;  the  only  acceptable  atone- 
ment for  which,  is  stated  to  consist  in  a  disavow- 
al of  the  ads  of  the  American  general,  thus  com- 
plained of— the  infliction  upon  liim  of  a  suitabte 
punishment  for  his  supposed  misconduct,  and  the 
restitution  of  the  post?  and  territories  taken  by 
him  from  the  Spanisli  authorities,  with  indemnity 
for  all  the  property  taken,  and  all  damages  and 
injuries.public  or  private,  sostiuned  in  consecuience 
of  it. 

Within  a  very  few  days  after  this  notification, 
Mr.  Pizarro  must  have  received,  with  copies  of  the 
coirespondence  between  Mr.  Onis  and  this  depart- 
ment, the  determination  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  president,  to  restore  the  place  of  Pensacola, 
with  the  fort  of  Barrancas,  to  any  person  properly 
authorised,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  to  receive  them, 
and  tlie  fori  of  St.  Marks  to  any  Spanish  force  ade- 
tjiiate  to  its  protection  against  the  Indians,  by 
whom  its  forcible  occtipation  had  been  tiireatened, 
for  purposes  of  hostility  against  the  United  States. 
The  officer  commanding  at  the  post,  has  been  di- 
rected to  consider  250  men  as  such  adequate  force; 
and  in  case  of  their  iippearsnce,  m  ith  proper  autho- 
rity, to  deliver  it  up  to  their  commander  accord- 
ingly. 

From  the  last  mentioned  correspondence,  the 
Spanish  government  must  likewise  have  been  sa- 
tisfied that  the  ocjupation  of  these  places  in  Sp.<- 
nish  Florida,  by  the  commander  of  llie  American 
forces,  was  not  by  virtue  of  any  order  received  by 
him  from  this  government  to  ilial  efi'ect,  nor  with 
any  view  of  wresting  tlie  province  from  the  posses- 
sion of  Spain,  nor  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
Spanish  government;  that  it  arose  from  incidents 
which  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  the  Indians — from  the  imminent  darger  in 
which  the  fort  of  St.  Marks  was  of  being  seized  by 
the  Indians  themselves,  and  from  the  manifesta- 
tions of  liostility  to  the  United  States,  by  the  com- 
mandant of  S'.  Marks  and  tlie  governor  of  Pensa- 
cola,  the  proofs  of  which  were  made  known  to  gen. 
Jackson,  and  impelled  liini,  from  the  necessities  of 
self-defence,  to  the  steps  of  which  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment complains. 

It  ml,^hlhe  sufficient  to  leave  the  vindication  of 
taese  measures  upon  those  grounds,  and  to  furnish, 
in  the  enclosed  copies  of  general  .(ackson's  letters, 
and  the  vouclieis  by  which  they  are  s\inported,  the 
evidence  of  that  ho.siiie  Hpirii  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  comm.uulers,  but  for  the  terms  in  which 
J^Ir.  Piz:irro  speaks  of  the  execution  of  two  su'.v 
jtcls,  of  Great  Uriiai  i,  taken,  one  at  the  fort  of  St. 
Marks,  and  the  other  at  Suwany,  and  the  intima- 


1  tion  that  these  transactions  may  lead  to  a  cliange 
in  the  relations  between  the  two  nations,  which  is 
doubtless  intended  to  be  understood  as  a  menace 
of  war. 

It  may  be,  therefore,  proper  to  remind  the  go- 
vernment of  his  Catholic  majesty  of  the  incidents 
in  which  this  Seminole  w.ir  originated,  as  well  as 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  in  the  re- 
lations between  Spain  and  her  ally,  whom  she  sup, 
posfs  to  have  been  injured  by  tlie  proceedings  of 
gentral  .la^kson,  and  to  give  to  the  Spanish  cabinet 
some  precise  information  of  the  nature  of  the  bu- 
siness, peculiarly  interesting  to  Spain,   in  which 
these  subjects  of  her  allies,   in  whose  favor   she 
tjikes  this  interest,  were  engaged,  when  their  pro- 
jects of  eve.-y  kind   'vere   terminated,   in   conse- 
quence of  their  fulling  into  the  hands  £rc''.  Jurkson. 
In  the  month  of  August,  1814,  i'  hi.c  a  war  of  ex- 
isted between  the  United  Stages  and  fireat  Britain, 
to  which  Spain  had  formerly  declared  herself  neu- 
tral, a    British  force,  not  in  the  fresh  pursuit  of  a 
defeated  and   flying  enemy — not  overstepping  an 
imaginary    and  equivocal  boundarr  between    cheir 
own  territories  and  those  belonging,  in  some  sort, 
as  much  to  their  enemy  as  to  Spal;;,  hut  approach- 
ing by  se«,  and  by  a  broad  and  open  invasion  of  the 
Spanish  province,  at  a  thousand  miles,  or  an  ocean's 
distance  from  any  British  ter:i'o>y,  l-..ided  in  Flo- 
rida, took  possession  of  Pensacola  and  ll'e  Fn-t  of 


Barrancas,  an-l  invitrd,  by  public  proclamiilions, 
all  the  runaway  negroes — all  tl\e  savage  Indians — 
all  the  pirat'^s,  and  all  the  traitors  to  t!>eir  cou.trv, 
whom  they  knew  or  imagined  to  exist  within  reach 
of  their  summons,  to  jain  their  slaudwrd,  and  wage 
an  exterminating  war  against  the  portion  of  the 
United  States  inmed lately  bordering  upon  this 
neutril,  and  thus  vi>-^lated  territory  of  Sp.iin.  The 
land  commander  of  this  British  force,  was  a  certain 
col.  Nicholls,  who,  driven  from  Pensacola  by  the 
approach  of  general  Jackson,  actually  left,  to  be 
blown  up,  the  Spanish  fort  of  Barrancas,  wi-.en  he 
found  it  could  not  aflford  him  protection,  and,  eva- 
cuating that  part  of  the  piv.vjnce,  landed  at  ano- 
ther, established  himself  on  the  Appalachicola  ri- 
ver, and  there  erected  a  fort,  from  v.'hich  to  sally 
forthwith  his  motley  tribe  of  black,  white  and  red 
combatants,  against  the  defenceless  borders  of  the 
United  States,  in  that  vicinity.  A  part  of  this 
force  consisted  of  a  corps  of  colonial  marines,  le- 
vied  in  the  British  colonies,  in  which  George 
Woodbine  was  a  captain,  and  Robert  Clirvstie 
II — 2  ]  Ambristef  was  a  lieutenant. 

HX.]  As  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
LX.]  Britain,  we  should  be  willing  to  bury  this 
transaction  in  the  same  grave  of  obUvi.-m  with  other 
transactions  of  that  war,  had  the  hostilities  of  col. 
Nicholls  terminated  with  the  w.nr.  But  he  did  not 
consider  the  peace  which  ensued  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain,  as  having  put  an  end 
either  to  his  military  occupations  or  to  Isis  negoci- 
ations  with  the  Indians,  against  the  United  States. 
Several  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  Glient,  lie  ret.iined  his  post  and  his  pariy-color- 
ed  forces,  in  miil'ary  array. 

II— 2.]  By  the  9th  article  of  that  treaty,  the 
United  Slates  had  stipulated  to  put  an  end,  imme- 
diately after  its  ratification,  to  hostiliues  with  all 
the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indl^^ns  wllli  whom  they 
might  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  the  ratification,  and 
to  restore  to  thc:n  all  tlie  poEScsslons  which  they 
had  enjoyed  in  the  year  1811.  This  article  had  no 
application  to  the  Creek  nation  wiih  whom  the 
United  States  had  already  made  peace,  by  a  treaty 
concluded  on    the  9th  day  of  August,  1S14,  ms^rc 
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than  four  months  before  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was 
siqfuff/].  Ytt,  colonel  Nicholls  not  only  afFected  to 
consider  it  as  applying'  to  the  Scminoles  of  Florida, 
an<l  the  outlawed  Red  Sticks  whom  he  had  induc- 
ed to  join  him  there,  but  actually  persuaded  them 
tha'  they  were  entitled,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  cf 
Ghent,  to  all  the  lands,  which  h;id  belonged  to  the 
Creek  nation,  u'ithin  the  Ur.ited  States,  in  tlie  year 
1811,  and  that  the  gfovernment  of  Great  Bri'ain 
11.  1  111.]  would  support  them  in  that  pretension. 
He  asserted  also  this  doctrine  in  a  correspondence 
with  col.  Hawkins,  then  the  agent  of  tlie  United 
Slates  with  the  Creeks,  and  gave  him  notice,  in 
tlieir  name,  with  a  mockery  of  solemnity,  that  they 
h.id  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and 
defen«ive,  and  a  treaty  of  navip^ation  and  comnjerce 
IX]  with  Great  Riitain,  of  which  more  was  to  he 
hpa'-d  after  it  should  b«;  ratified  in  England.  Col. 
Nicholls  t!ien  e^■f^cu^ted  his  fort,  which,  in  some  of 
the  enclosed  Dspers,  is  ciUed  tlie  fort  at  Pro.»pect 
Bluff',  but  which  he  had  denominated  the  British 
post  on  the  Appalacbicola;  took  with  him  the  wliite 
poriion  of  his  force,  and  embarked  for  England, 
with  several  of  the  wrenched  savages  whom  he  v/as 
thus  deluding  to  tlieir  fate — among  whom  was  the 
Prophet  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hadjo — Bnd  lefi  the  f  >rt, 
aiTtply  supplied  with  military  stores  and  amnuini- 
tioU;  to  the  nej^ro  department  of  his  allies  It  af- 
IV.  V.I  terwards  was  known  by  the  name  of  N  :gvo 
fort.  Col,  Hawkins  immediately  comitiunicated  to 
this  government  the  correspondence  between  liim 
and  Nicholls,  here  referred  to,  (copies  of  vvhich, 
marked  No.  1  to  5,  are  herewiih  enclosed.)  upon 
whic'-^  Mr.  Monroe,  then  secretary  of  state,  addres- 
sed a  letter,  (copy  marked  G.)  to  Mr.  Baker,  tiie 
Bri'ish  Charge  d'Aff«ires,  at  Washington,  com- 
plaii^.ing  of  Nicholls's  conduct,  and  shewing  tliat 
his  pretence  that  the  9  h  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  could  have  any  application  to  his  Indians, 
XI.]  was  utterly  destitute  of  foundation.  Cop'fs 
ofthe  same  corre^pondenfe  were  transmitted  to 
the  minister  of  tiie  United  States,  then  \\\  England, 
with  instructions  ta  remonstrate  with  the  British 
government  against  these  piocecdinga  of  Nicuolis, 
and  to  shew  how  incompatible  they  v/ere  with  the 
peace  which  had  been  concluded  between  the  two 
XII.  a.  b.]  nations.     These  remonstrances  were  ac- 

coTlintf  ly  made,  first  in  personal  interview 
XIIT.  a.  b.]  with  ear!  Baihurst  and  lord  Castlereagh 

and  afterwards  in  written  notes,  addre>scd 
successively  to  them,  (copies  of  which,  togethej* 
with  extracts  from  the  despatches  of  the  American 
minister  to  the  secretary  of  state,  reporting  what 
passed  at  those  interviews,  are  enclosed.)  Lord 
Bathurst,  in  the  mcist  unequivr-cal  manner,  confii-m- 
cd  the  facts,  and  dis'ivowed  the  misconduct  of  Ni- 
cholls; declared  his  disapprobation  of  t!ie  pretend- 
ed treaty  of  alliance,  oiTinsive  and  defensive,  v»hicii 
he  hud  made;  assured  the  .\merican  minister  that 
the  British  government  liad  refused  to  ratify  that 
treaty,  and  would  send  back  the  Indians  whom 
Nicholls  had  brouglit  with  him,  with  advice  to 
make  their  peace  on  such  terms  as  they  could  ob- 
tain. Lord  Castlereagii  confirmed  the  assurance 
that  ;he  treaty  would  not  be  ratified;  and  if,  at  the 
same  time  that  thesL'  assurances  were  given, certain 
distinctions  of  public  notoriety,  were  shewn  to  the 
prophet  Hillis  Hadjr>,  and  he  was  actt:ally  honored 
wiili  a  commission,  as  a  British  officer,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  these  favors  were  granted  hrrn  as  re 
wards  of  past  services,  and  not  as  encouragement 
to  expect  any  support  from  Great  Britain,  in  a  con- 
tinuance of  savage  hostilities  against  the  United 
Slates,  all  inLenlion   of  giving  any   such  support 


having  been  repeatedly  and  earnestly  disavowed. 

The  Negro  fort,  however,  abandoned  by  col.  Nj. 
choils.  remained  on  the  Spanish  territory,  occimied 
by  the  banditti  to  whom  he  had  left  it,  a'nd  held  by 
Uiem  as  a  post,  from  whence  to  commit  depreda. 
tions,  outrages  and  murders,  and  as  a  receptacle 
XIV.]  for  fugitive  slaves  and  malefactors,  to  the 
great  annoyance  both  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Spanish  Florida.  In  April,  1816,  generaljackson 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  calling 
upon  him  to  put  down  this  common  nuisance  to  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  both  countries.  That  let. 
XV.]  ter  tegether  with  the  answer  of  the  governor 
of  Pensacola,  have  already  been  communicated  to 
the  Spanish  minister  here,  and  by  him,  doubtless, 
to  his  government.  Copies  of  them  are  nevertheless, 
XXIII.  1  now  again  enclosed;  particularly  as  the 
letter  from  the  governor  explicitly  admits— that 
this  fort,  constructed  by  Nicholls,  in  violation 
both  of  t1)e  territory  and  neutrality  of  Spain,  was 
still  no  less  obnoxious  to  his  government  tloan  to 
the  United  States;  but,  that  he  had  neiiher  suffi. 
cient  force,  nor  an  authority,  without  orders  from 
the  governor  general  of  the  Mavanna,  to  destroy  i>, 
It  was  afterwards,  on  the  27i\\.  July,  1816,  destroy- 
ed by  a  cannon  shot  from  a  gun  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  which,  in  its  passage  up  the  river,  wps  fired 
upon  from  it.  It  was  blown  up,  with  an  English 
flag  still  flying  as  its  standard,  and  immediately  af- 
ter  the  barbarous  murder  of  a  boat's  crew,  belonj,-- 
ing  to  the  navy  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  ban- 
ditti left  in  it  by  Nicholls. 

In  the  year  1817,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  of  the 
Island  of  New  Providence,  a  Hiitish  subject,  first 
appeared,  as  an  Indian  trader,  in  Spanish  Florida, 
and  as  the  successor  of  colonel  Nicholls,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  instigating  the  Seminole  and  out- 
lawed Red  Stick  Indians  t»  hostilities  againstthe 
United  S'ates,  bj  reviving  the  pretence  that  they 
were  entitled  to  all  the  lands  wjiich  had  been  ced- 
ed by  the  Creek  nation  to  the  United  States,  in 
August,  1814.  As  a  mere  Indian  trader,  the  intru- 
sion of  this  man,  into  a  Spanish  province,  v/as  con- 
trary to  the  policy  observed  by  all  the  European 
powers  in  this  hemispliere,  and  by  none  more  rigo- 
rously than  by  Spain,  of  excluding  ail  foreigners 
from  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  within  their 
territories.  It  must  be  known  to  the  Spanish  go. 
vernnient,  whether  Arbuthnot  had  a  Spanish  li- 
cense for  trading  with  the  Indians  in  Spanish  Flori- 
da or  not;  but  they  also  know  that  Spain  was  bound 
by  treaty,  to  restrain  by  force  all  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  those  Indians,  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  it  is  for  them  to  explain  how, 
consistently  witli  those  engagements,  Spain  could, 
contrary  to  all  the  maxims  of  her  ordinary  policy, 
gr:\nt  such  a  license  to  a  foreign  incendiary,  vvliose 
principal,  it  not  his  only  object,  appears  to  have 
been,  to  stin-u'ate  tliose  hostilities  wliich  Sp.'tinhad 
expressly  stipulated  by  force  to  restrain.  In  his 
XLIX  ]  infernal  instigation  he  was  but  too  success- 
ful. No  sooner  did  he  make  his  appearance  amoflg 
the  Indians,  accompanied  by  the  Prophet  Hilhs 
L.]  Hadjo,  returned  from  his  expedition  to  England? 
than  the  peaceful  inhabit.'ints  on  the  borders  oft  he 
United  States,  were  vlsiied  willi  all  the  horrorsof 
savage  war;  the  robbery  of  their  property,  and  the 
barbarous  and  indiscriminate  murder  of  woman, 
infancy  and  age. 

After  tlie  repeated  expostulations,  warnings  and 
offers  of  peace,  through  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1817,  on  the  part  of  xlie  United  States,  had  been 
LI.  a.]  answered  only  by  rene\.ved  outrages,  and  at- 
LXI.]  ter  a  detachoJent  of  forty  men,  under  lief^- 
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Scott,  accompsnied  by  seven  women,  had  been  way- 
laid and  murdered  by  the  Indians,  orders  were  gi- 
ven to  general  .Jackson,  and  an  adequate  force  was 
placed  at  his  disposal,  to  terminate  the  war.  It 
was  ascertained  that  the  Spanish  force  in  Florida 
was  inadequate  for  the  protection  even  of  the  Spu 
nish  territory  itself,  against  this  miri.q;led  horde  of 
lawless  Indians  and  negroes;  and.  although  their 
devastations  were  committed  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  they  iramediately  sought  refuge 
within  the  Florida  line,  and  there  only  were  to  be 
overtaken.  The  necessity  of  crossing  the  line  was 
indispensable;  for  it  wasiVom  beyorid  the  line  that 
the  Indians  made  their  murderous  incursions  with- 
in that  of  the  United  States.  It  was  there  that 
they  had  there  abode,  and  tlie  territory  bf-Ionged 
in  fflct  to  them,  although  within  the  borders  of  tlie 
Spanish  jurisdiction.  There  it  was  that  the  Ame- 
rican commander  met  the  principal  resistance  from 
XXXVIII.]  them;  there  it  was,  that  were  found  the 
still  bleeding  scalps  of  our  citizens,  f.eshly  butch- 
ered by  them;  there  it  was  th.at  he  released  the 
only  -luomnn,  who  had  been  suffered  to  survive  the 
massacre  of  the  party  under  lieutenant  Scott.  But 
it  was  not  anticipated  by  this  government  that  the 
commanding  officers  of  Spsln,  in  Florida,  whose 
especial  duty  it  was,  in  conformity  to  the  solemn 
engagements  contracted  by  their  nation,  to  restrain 
by  force,  those  Indians  from  hostilities  .•ig;iinst  the 
United  States,  would  be  found  encouraging,  aid- 
ing and  abetting  them,  and  furnishing  them  with 
supplies,  for  carrying  on  such  hostilities.  The 
officer  in  command,  immediately  belore  general 
Jickson,  was,  therefore,  specially  instructed  to  re- 
spect, as  far  as  possible,  the  Spanish  aatbority, 
wherever  it  was  maintained,  and  copies  of  those 
orders  were  also  furnished  to  general  Jackson, 
upon  his  taking  the  command.  In  the  course  of 
his  pursuit,  as  he  approached  St,  M:u-ks,  he  was 
informed,  direct  from  the  governor  of  Pensacola, 
that  a  party  of  the  hostile  Indians  had  thi-eatened 
to  seize  that  fort,  and  that  he  appreliended  the 
Spanish  garrison  there  was  not  in  strength  suffici- 
ent to  defend  it  against  them.  This  information 
was  confirmed  from  other  sources,  and  by  the  evi- 
dence produced  upon  the  trial  of  Ambrister,  it 
proved  to  have  been  exactly  true.  By  all  the  laws 
of  neutrality  and  of  war,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and 
of  humanity,  he  was  warranted  in  anticipating  his 
enemy,  by  the  amicable,  and  that  being  refused,  by 
the  forcible  occupation  of  the  fort, — There  will 
need  no  citations  from  printed  treatises  on  interiia- 
tlonal  law,  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  princi- 
ple. It  is  engraved  in  adamant  on  the  cornmou 
sense  of  mankind;  no  writer  upon  the  laws  of  na- 
tions ever  pretended  to  contradict  it;  none  of  any 
reput.tition  or  authority  ever  omitted  to  assert  it. 

XXXIV]  At  Fort  St.  Marks,  Alexander  Ar- 
buihnot,  the  British  Indian  trader  from  beyond  tlie 
seas,  the  firebrand,  by  whose  torch  this  negro-In- 
dian war  against  our  borders  had  been  rekindled, 
Was  found  an  inmate  of  the  commandant's  family; 
and  It  was  also  found  that,  by  the  commandant 
himself,  councils  of  war  had  been  permitted  to  be 
held  within  it,  by  the  savage  chiefs  and  warriors; 
that  the  Spanish  store-houses  had  been  appropriat- 
ed to  their  use;  that  it  was  an  open  markei  for  cat- 
tle, known  to  have  been  robbed  by  them  from  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  and  wlucli  had  been  con 
tracted  for  and  purchased  by  the  ofiicers  of  ti^e 
garrison.  That  information  had  been  afforded 
from  this  fort  by  Arbuthnot,  to  the  enemy,  of  the 
strengih  and  movements  of  the  American  army; 
that  the  date  of  i.'ie  departure  of  express  had  been 


noted  by  the  Sparish  commissary,  and  ammunition, 
munitions  ofwur,  and  all  necessary  supplies  fur* 
nislied  to  the  Indians. 

The  cond>ict  of  the  governor  of  Pensacola  was 
not  les^  m.'irked  by  a  disposition  of  enmity  to  iha 
United  Stales,  and  by  an  utter  (iisregard  to  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty,  by  which  he  was  b'lund 
to  restrain,  by  force,  the  Indians  from  hostilities 
sgainst  theni.  When  called  upon  to  vindicate  the 
territorial  ri;rhts  and  authority  of  Spain,  by  the  de- 
struction ofth'?  negro  fort,  his  predecessor  had  de- 
cUreil  it  to  be  not  iess  annovhig  and  pernicious  to 
the  Spanish  subjects  in  Florida,  ihan  to  the  United 
States,  but  h*d  pleaded  his  in?iHil-ty  to  sid^due  it. 
He,  himself,  had  expressed  his  apprehen^ior'S  that 
Fort  St.  M  iiks  would  be  forcibly  taken  by  the  sa- 
vages, from  its  Spanisi^.  g;irrisor;  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  he  had  refused  the  passage  up  the  E<!comb'!a 
river,  unlfss  upon  the  paymeni  of  excessive  duties, 
to  provisions  destined  as  saprdies  f  ir  the  American 
army,  which,  by  the  detention  of 'hem,  was  subject- 
ed to  the  most  distressing  privations.  He  bad. 
permitted  free  ingress  and  egress  at  Pensacola  to 
the  avowed  savage  enemies  of  the  United  States. 
Supplies  of  ammunition,  munitions  of  war  ar.d  pro- 
visions had  been  received  by  them  from  thence. 
They  h:ul  been  received  and  sheltered  thor?,  fronn 
the  pursuit  of  the  Americr^n  forces,  and  suffered 
again  to  sally  thence,  to  enter  upon  the  American 
territory  and  commit  new  murders.  Finally,  on 
XXXIII.]  the  approach  of  general  Jnckson  to  Pen- 
s:icola,  the  goveriior  sent  him  a  letter,  denouncing 
his  entry  upon  the  terriiory  of  Florida,  as  a  violent 
ontrage  upon  the  rigiits  of  Spain,  commanding  biin. 
to  depart  and  withdraw  from  the  same,  and  threa- 
tening, in  case  ofhis  non-compliance,  to  employ 
force  w  e.-ipel  him. 

It  became,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  gen.  Jack- 
son, indispensably  necessary  to  take  from  the  go- 
LIV]     vernor  of  Pon-^acola  the  means  of  carrying 
his  threat  into  execution.     Before  the  forces  under 
his  command,  the  savage  enemies  of  his  cou-Ury 
had  disappeared.     But  he  knew  th?.t  tlie  moment 
those  forces  should  be  disbanded,  if  shel^c-re  1  by 
Spanish  fortresses,  if  furnished  with  ammunition 
and  supplies  by  Spanish  oiHcerf,  and  if  rdded  and 
supported  by  the  instigation  of  Spanisli  encour^-ge- 
ment,  us  he  had  every  reason  to  expect  they  would 
be,  they  wotdd  reappear,  and  fired,  in  addition  to 
their  ordinary  ferociou-.ness,  with  revenge  for  the 
chastisement  they  had  so  recently  received,  would 
again  rus!;  with  the  war  hatchet  and  sc^lpinp;  knife, 
into  the  borders   of  the  Uniied   States,  and  mark 
every  foot-step  with  the  blood  of  their  defenceless 
citizens.     So  fitr  as  all  the  native  resources  of  the 
savHges  extended,  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  geiu 
Jackson  was  about  to  restore  to  their  families  and 
their  homes,  the  brave  vohmteers  who  hal  followed 
his  standard,  and  who  had  constituted  the  princi- 
pal part  of  his   force.     This  could  be   done  with 
safety,  lenving  the  regular  portion  ofhis  troops  to 
garrison  his  line  of  forts,  and  two  small  detacli- 
ments  of  volunteer  cavalry,  to  scour  the  country 
round  Pensacola,  and  sweep  off  the  lurking  rem- 
nant of  savages,  who  bad  been  sc;ittered  and  dis- 
persed before  iiim.     This  was  sufficient  to  keep  in 
check  the  remnant  of  the  banditti,  against  wiiom 
lie  had  marclied,  so  long  as  they  should  be  desti- 
tute of  other  aid  and  support.     It  was,  in  his  judg- 
ment, not  sufficient,  if  they  should  be  suffered  to 
rally  their  numbers  under  the  protfction  of  Spanisli 
forts,  and  to  derive  new  strength  from  tl;e  impo- 
tence or  the  ill  will  against  the  United  States  of 
the  Spanish  authorities. 
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H^  took  possession,  Lherefore,  of  Pensacola  and 
of  tiie  fort  of  Barrancaf;,  as  he  had   done  of  St. 
Marks,  not  in  a  spirit  of  hosiility  to  Spain,  but  as  a 
necessity  measure  of  self  defence;   giving  notice 
V)A  they  should  be  restored  whenever  Spain  should 
place  coiTi-^anders  ^nd  a  force  there,  abie  and  will- 
ini^,  to  fulfil  ihe  enj;:agen-.ents  of  Spain  towards  the 
XJiiited  States,  of  res\rainin£j,  by  force,  the  Florida 
Indi.tns  from  hostilities  against  their  citizens.    The 
president  .f  tli^;  United    Slates,  to  give  a   signal 
Tnanifesa'"tor  of  his  confidence  in  the   disposition 
of  the  kin;^'^  of  Spain,  to  perform  with  good   faith 
this  iuf^is'-.ensable  engagement,  and  to  demonstrate 
to  'die  v.'orld  that  neither  the   desire  of  conquest 
nor  hostility   to  Spain,  had  any  influence   in   the 
councils  of  the  UnitedStstes,  lias  directed  the  un- 
conditional restoration  to  any  Spanisii  officer,  duly 
authorise?!  tq  receive  them,  of  Pensacola  and  the 
Barrai^cas,  and  that  of  St.  M.arksto  any  Spanish  force 
adequa  e  for  Hs  defence  agiirist  the  attack  of  the  sa- 
vages.    But  the  president  will  neillier  infiici  pu- 
nishment, nor  pass  a  censure  upon  general  Jacks^on 
for  tiiat  conduct,  the  motives  for  which  were  found- 
ed in  the  purest  patriotism,   of  the  necessity  for 
which  he  had    the  most   immediate  and  effectual 
means  of  forming  a  judgment,  and  the  vindication 
of  which  is  \vritlen  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, as  well    as   in  the  first  law  of  nature,  self- 
defe"!C?.     H'-;  thinks  it,  on  the  contrary,  due  to  the 
justice,  wliich  the    United    Spates  hive  a   riglit  to 
claim  from  Spain,  an!  you  are  accordingly  instnict- 
ed  to  dema'Hl  of  th?  Spanish  government,  that  en- 
quiiy  shall  be  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  Don 
Jose  Masot,  governor  of  I'ensacola,   and  of  Don 
FaA5(.Tsco  C.  LuESGo,  commandant  at  St.  Marks, 
and  a  sui'abie  punishment  inflicted  upon  ihem  for 
having,  ii~  defiance  and  violaiion  of  the   engage- 
ments of  Spai;i  with  the  United  States,  aided  and 
assisted  these  hordes  of  savages  in  those  very  hos- 
tilities against  the   United  States,   which   it  was 
their  official   duty  to  restrain.     Tliis   enquiry   is 
due  to  t'-e  character  of  those  officers  themselves, 
and  to  thehonor  of  the  Spanish  government.     The 
The  obligation  of  Spain  to  restrain,  by  force,  the 
Indians  of  Florida  from  hostilities  against  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  thf  ir  citizens,  is  explicit,  is  positive, 
is  unqualified.     The  fact,  that  for  a  series  of  years 
tliey  iiave   received  shelter,  assistance,   supplies 
and  protection,  in  the  practice  of  such  hostilities 
from  the  Spioiish  commanders  in  Florida,  is  clear 
XXXll  ]     aiid  unequivocal.  If,  as  the  commanders, 
XLII.]     both  at  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  h.ive  al- 
leged,  this  has  been  the  result  nf  their  weakness, 
rather  than  their  will,  if  they  liave  assisted  the  In- 
dians against  the  United  States  to  avert  their  hos- 
tilities from  t!ie  province,  which  they  had  not  suffi- 
cient force  to  defend  against    them,   it  may  serve, 
in  some  measure,  to  exculpate,  iijdividually,  those 
officers,  but  it  must  carry  domonstration  irresisti- 
ble to  the  Spanisii  government,   that    the  right  of 
the  United  States  can  as  little  compound  with  im- 
potence as  with  perfidy,  and  that  Spain  must  im- 
mediately make  her  election,  eitlier  to  place  a  force 
in  Florida  adequate  to  the  protection  of  her  terri- 
tory and  to  the  fiilfiliiient  of  her   engagements,  or 
cede  to  the  United  States  a  province,  of  which  she 
retains  nothing  but   the  nominal  possession;   but 
which  is,  in  fact,  a  direlict  open  to  the  occupancy 
of  every  enemy,  civilized  or  savage,  of'tlie  United 
States,  and  serving  no  other  earthly  purpose  than 
as  a  post  of  annoyance  to  them. 

That  the  purposes,  as  well  a^  of  th.e  Negro-Indian 
banditti,  with  whom  we  have  been  contending,  as 


bled  and  employed  them,  and  of  the  British  intrud. 
ing  and  pretending  traders,   since  the  peace,  ivbo 
have  instigated  and  betrayed  them  to  destruction 
have  been   not  less   hostile  to  Spain  than  to  the 
United  States,  the  proofs  contained  in   the  docii. 
ments  herewith  enclosed,  are  conclusive.     Mr.  PI. 
zarro's  note  of  the  29th  August,  speaks  of  Lis  Ca- 
tholic majesty's  profound  indignation  at  the  "san 
gumary  executions  on  the  Spanish  soil,  of  the  sub- 
jects of  powers  in  amity  with  the  king"— meaniDg 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.     Let  Mr.  Pizarro's  suc- 
cessor take  the  trouble  of  reading  the  enclosed 
documents,  and  he  will   discover^who  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister  were,   and  what  were  their  put. 
XLIX.]     poses:     That  Arbuthnot  was  only  the sttc. 
LVill.]     cessor  of  Nicholls,  and   Ambrister  the 
agent  of  Woodbine,  and  the  subaltern  of  McGre. 
gor.     Mr.  Pizarro  qnaiifies  gen.  Jackson's  necessa- 
ry pursuit  of  a  savage  enemy  beyond  the  Spanish 
Flori(ia  line,  as  a  shnmeful  invasion  of  his  majeihjt 
ierritrj^-y— yet,  that  territory  was  the  territory  also 
of  the  savage  enemy,  and  Spain  was  bound  to  re- 
strain them,  by  force,  from  hostilities  against  the 
United  Slates— and  it  was  the  failure  of  Spain  to 
fulfil  this  engagement,  which  had  made  it  necessa- 
ry  for  general  Jackson  to  pursue  the  savages  across 
the  line.     What  then  was  the  cliaracter  of  Nichoirs 
invasion  of  his  majesty's  territory;  and  where  was 
his  majesty's  prolound  indignation   at  that?    Mr. 
Pizarro  sny.«,  l:is   miyeslv's   places  and  forts  have 
been  violently  seized  on  by  general  .Jackson.    Had 
they  not  been  seized  on,  nay,  had  not  the  principjt 
of  Ids  forts  been  blown  up  by  Nicholls,  and  aBri- 
ti.«h  fort  on  the  same  Spanish  territory  been  erected 
during  the  war,  and  left  standing  as  a  Negro  tort, 
in  defiance  of  Spanish  authority,  afier  the  peace' 
Where  was  his  majesty's  profound   indignation  at 
that.''  Has  his  majesty  suspended  formally  allnego- 
ciation  with  the  sovereign  of  colonel  Nicholls,  for 
the  shameful  invasion  of  his  territory  wi'.houtcoloif 
of  provocation,  without  pretence  ef  necessitv,  with- 
out tha  shadow  or  even  avowal  of  a  pretext.''    Has 
his  majesty  given  solemn  warning  to  the   British 
government,  that  these  were  incidents  "of  trans- 
cendant  moment  capable  of  producing  an  essential 
and  thorough  change  in  the  political  relations  of  the 
two  countries?"     Nicholls  and  Woodbine,  in  their 
invitations  and  promises  to  the  slaves  to  runaway 
from  their  masters  and  join  them,  did  not  confine 
themselves  to  the  slaves  of  the  United  States— tbey 
received  with  as  hearty  a  welcome,  and  employed 
with  equal  readiness,  the  fugitives  from  their  mas- 
XXV.]     ters,   in  Florida,   as  those  from   Georgia. 
Against  this  special  injury  the  governor  of  Pensa- 
cola  did  earnestly  remonstrate  with  the  British  ad- 
miral Cockburn  (see  the  document  marked  XXV.) 
but  against  the  sliameful  invasion  of  the  territory— 
against  the  violent  seizure  of  the  forts  and  places— 
against  the  blowing  up  of  the  Barrancas,  and  the 
erection  and  maintenance  under  I'riusli  banners,  of 
tiie  Negro  fort  on  Spanish  soil — against  the  nego- 
ciation  by  a  British  officer  jn  the  midst  of  peace, 
of  pretended  treaties,  oiTensive  and  dtfer>sive,  and 
of  navigation  and  commerce,  upon  Spanish  territo- 
ry, beiween   Great  Britain   and   Spanish  Indians, 
wliom  Spain  was  bound  to  control  and  rchtrain— if 
a  wliisper  of  expostulation  was  ever  w.afted  from 
Madrid  to  I,ondon,  it  was  not  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  acrosss  the  Atlantic,  nor  energetic  enough 
to  transpire  beyond  tl;e  walls  of  the" palaces  from 
wliich  it  is.sued,  and  to  wliich  it  was  borne. 

'i'he  connection  betv.'een  Arbuthnot  and  Nicholls, 
and  between  Ambrister,  Woodbine  and  McGregor, 


«f  the  British  invaders  of  Florida,  who  first  assem-  ,is  es'.ablislied  beyond  all  question,  by  the^ evidence. 
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produced  at  the  trials  before  the  court  murtial  I 
have  already  remarked  to  you  on  the  very  extraor- 
dinary circumstance,  that  a  British  trader  from  be 
vond  the  seas,  should  be  permitted,  by  the  Spanish 
authorities,  to  trade  with  the  Indians  of  Florida. 
From  his  letter  to  Hambly,  dated  3d  May,  1817, 
(seethe  documents  marked  G.  in  the  proceedings 
ef  tlie  court  martial)  it  appears  that  his  trading 
was  but  a  pretence;  and  that  his  principal  purpose 
was  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Indians  in  Florida, 
and  outlaws  from  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  t!ie  aid  of 
the  British  government,  in  their  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  He  expressly  tells  Hambly 
there,  that  ti)e  chief  of  those  outlaws  was  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  bis,  Arbuthot's,  being  in  the  country; 
and  that  he  had  come  mih  an  answer  from  earl 
Bathurst,  delivered  to  him  by  governor  Cameron, 
of  New  Providence,  to  certain  Indian  talks,  in 
which  this  aid  of  the  British  government  had 
been  left  bv  Nicholls,  as  the  agent  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  Brifish  gr.vernment;  but  having  found 
that  Nicholls  had  failed  in  bis  attempt  to  prevail 
upon  the  British  government  to  pursue  this  clan- 
destine  war,  in  the  midst  of  peace;  and  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  support  his  pretence,  that 
half  a  dozen  outlawed  fugitives  from  the  Creeks 
•were  the  Creek  nation;— when  Arbuthnot,  the  in- 
cendiary, came  and  v/as  instigating  them,  by  pro- 
mises  of  support  from  Great  Britain,  to  commence 
XI.  VII.  b.)  tlieir  murderous  incursions  into  the 
United  States,  Hambly,  at  the  request  of  the  Creeks 
themselves,  wrote  to  him,  warning  him  to  with- 
draw from  among  that  band  of  outlaws,  and  giving 
him  a  solemn  foreboding  of  the  doom  that  awaited 
him,  from  the  hand  of  justice,  if  he  persevered  in 
the  course  that  he  pursued.  Arbuthnot,  neverthe- 
less, persisted;  and  while  he  was  deluding  the 
wretched  Indians  with  the  promise  of 
pLlX]     support  from  England,  he  was  writing 

b.  letters  for  tbem  to  the  British  minister 

c.  in  the  United  States,  to  governor  Came- 

d.  of  New  Frovidence,  to  colonel  Nicholls; 

e.  to  be  laid  before  the  British  govern- 

f.  ment:  and  even  to  the  Spanish  governor 
of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  governor  gene- 
ral of  the  Havana,  soliciting,  in  all  quar- 
ters, aid  and  support,  arms  and  ammunition,  for 
the  Imlians,  against  the  United  States;  bewailing 
the  destruction  of  the  Negro  fort,  and  chaa'ging 
the  British  government  with  having  drawn  tlie  In- 
dians into  war  with  the  United  States,  and  desert- 
ing  them  after  vhe  peace. 

You  will  remark  among  the  papers  produced  on 
XLIX.  No.  1  ]  his  trial,  a  po'.ver  of  attorney,  dated 
I7tli  June,  J1817,  given  him  by  twelve  Indians,  part- 
ly ot  Florida,  and  partly  of  the  fugitive  outlaws 
froin  the  United  Stales.  He. states  tli.it  this  power, 
and  his  instructions,  were,  to  memorialize  theBri 
tisk  government,  and  the  governor  general  of  the 
llavanna.     These  papers  are  not  only  substantially 


proved  as  of  his  hand  wrinng, 
on  the  trial,  but  in  the  dsily 
newspapers  of  London,  of  the 
24th  and  25th  of  August  last, 
his  letter  to  Nicholls  is  pub- 
lished, (somewhat  garbled) 
with  a  copy  of  Hambly's  above 
mentioned  letter  to  him,  and  a 
reference  to  this  Indian  power  of  attorney  to  him, 
approved  by  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  F.  C. 
XLVU.]  Liiengo,  j^nother  of  the  papers  is  a  let- 
ter, written  in  the  name  of  the  same  chiefs,  by  Ar- 
buthnot, to  the  governor  general  of  the  Ha.vanna, 
as'kjng  of  him  permissfion  for  Ai-bathnot  to  estab- 


[Compare  XLVII. 
and  XLIX.  b.] 
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lish  a  warehouse  on  the  Appalachicola;  bitterly 
and  falsely  complaining  that  the  Americans  had 
made  settlements  on  their  lands,  within  the  Spa- 
nish lines,  and  calling  upon  'he  governor  general 
to  give  orders  to  displace  them,  and  send  them 
back  to  tlieir  own  country.  In  this  letter  they  as- 
sign, as  a  reason  for  asking  this  license  for  Arbuth. 
not,  the  want  of  a  person  to  put  in  writing  for 
them  their  talks  of  grievances  against  the  Ame- 
ricans. And  they  add,  "the  commander  of  the  fort 
of  St.  Marks  has  heard  all  of  our  talks  and  com- 
plaints. He  approves  of  whut  we  have  done,  and 
what  we  are  doing;  and  it  is  by  his  recommenda- 
tion  we  have  thus  presumed  to  address  your  ex- 
cellencv"  You  will  findthese  papers  w  the  print- 
ed newspaper  enclosed,  and  in  the  pioceedlngs. 
of  the  Court  martial,  and  will  point  them  out  to 
the  Spanish  government,  not  only  as  deaisive  proofs 
of  the  unexampled  compliances  of  the  Spanish  offi- 
cers in  Florida,  to  foreign  intrusive  agents  and  in- 
stigators of  Indian  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  but  as  placing,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  parti- 
cipation of  tills  hostile  spirit  in  the  commandant  of 
St.  Marks,  which  general  Jackson  so  justly  com- 
plains of;  and  of  which  we  have  so  well  founded  a 
right  to  demand  the  punishment.  Here  is  the  com- 
mandnnt  of  a  Spanish  fort,  bound  by  the  sacred  en- 
gagement of  a  treaty  to  restrain,  by  force,  the  In- 
dians within  his  command  from  committing  hostili- 
ties  against  the  United  States,  conspiring  with 
those  same  Indians,  and  deliberately  giving  his 
written  approbation  to  their  appointment  of  a  fo- 
reigner, a  British  subject,  as  their  af^ent,  to  solicit 
assistance  and  supplies  from  the  governor  general 
of  the  Havanna,  and  from  the  British  government, 
for  carrying  on  these  same  hostilities. 

Let  us  come  to  the  case  of  Ambrister — He  was 
taken  i;i  arms;  leading  and  commanding  the  Indi- 
ans, in  the  War  against  the  American  troops;  and 
to  that  charge,  upon  his  trial,  pleading  guilty.  Hut 
t!ie  primary  object  of  his  coming  there,  was  still 
LVIll.]  more  hostile  to  Sp.iin,  than  to  the  United 
States.  You  find  that  he  told  three  of  the  witnes- 
ses, who  testified  at  liis  trial,  that  he  had  come  to 
this  country  upon  Mr.  Woodbine's  business  at 
Tampa  Buy — to  see  the  negroes  righted;  and  one 
of  them,  that  he  had  a  commission  in  the  patnet  en-- 
mij,  under  McGregor,-  and  that  he  had  expected  a 
captaincy.  And  what  was  theinte'ided  business 
of  McGregor  and  Woodbine,  at  'I'ampa  Bay?  It  was 
the  conquest  of  Florida  from  Spain,  by  the  use  of 
those  very  Indians  and  negroes,  whom  the  com- 
mandant ofS;.  Marks  v/as  so  ready  to  aid  and  sup- 
port in  the  war  against  the  United  States.  The 
cliain  of  proof  that  establishes  this  fact,  is  contain- 
ed ill  the  documents  communicated  by  the  presi- 
dent to  congress  at  their  last  session,  ielatlng  to 
LVL]  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Ishintl  by  M'Gre- 
gor.  From  these  documents  you  will  find,  that 
while  McGregor  was  there.  Woodbine  went  from 
New  Providence,  in  a  schooner  of  liis  own,  to  join 
him:  That  he  arrived  at  Amelia  Ish.nd.just  as  Mc- 
Gregor, abandoned  the  companions  of  his  achieve- 
ment there,  was  leaving  it:  That  McGregor,  quit- 
ting the  vessel  in  which  he  had  embaiked  at  Ame- 
lia, went  on  board  that  of  Woodbine,  and  returned 
with  him  to  New  Provifleiice:  That  Woodbine  had 
persuaded  him  they  could  yet  accomplisih  the  con- 
qviest  of  Florida,  with  soldiers  to  be  recruited  at 
Nassau,  from  the  corps  of  colonial  marines,  whicli 
had  served  under  Nicholls  during  the  laie  war 
with  the  United  States,  which  corps  had  been  late- 
ly disbanded;  and  with  negroes  to  be  found  at 
Tampa  Bay,  and  1500  Indians,  already  then   es>- 
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gaged  lo  Woodbine,  who  pretended  that  they  had 
made    r.   grant  of  ail   their    lands   tliere   to  hiin. 
LVII.  a.  b.]     Among    the   papers,  the   originals  of 
which  are   in  our  possession,   in  McGregor's  own 
Jiaod  writing,   instructions  fop  sailing  into  Tanyja 
JJay,  with  the  i-issertion    that  he  calrmlated  to  be 
there  by  the  last  of  April    or  first  of  J\jay,  of  t!ic 
d.]  present  year;   a  letter  dated    27ih    December 
last,  to  one  of  his  acquaintance  in  this  country,  dis- 
e.]  closing  the  same  intention;  and  liie  extract  of  a 
proclarfiation  wliich  was  to  have  been  issued    at 
Tan.pi!  I>av,  to  the  inhabitants  ofFiorld,n,  by  the 
person  charged  with  making  the  settlement  there, 
before  his  arrival,  announcing  his  approach,  for  the 
purpose  of  liberating  them  from  the  despotism  of 
Spain,  and  of  enabling  them  to  form  a  government 
for   themselves.      He  has  persuaded    those    who 
would  listen  to    him  here,  that  his  ultimate  object 
was  to  sell  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  There 
is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  lie  had  made  indi- 
rect overtures,  ofa  similar  naUire,  to   the  British 
government.     This  was    Ambrisier's  business  in 
Florida.     He    arrived  there  in   March,    the    pre- 
XLIX.]  cursor  of  McGregor  and    W  oodbiiie,  and, 
immediately  upon  his  airival,  he  is  found   seizing 
upon   Arbnthnol's  goods,  and  distjjibuting   tkem 
aipon?^  the  ne^-^roes  and  Indians;  seizir.g  upon  his 
vessel,  and    comf)elling   its  master  to  pilot    him, 
wi'.h  a  body  of  arrjied  neirroes,  towards  the  fort  of 
St.  Marks,  vitb  the  declared  imrpose    of  taking  it 
by  surprise,  in  the  nigiis:.     Wr-ting  letters  to  go- 
veinor  CaT.iernn,  of  New  Pi-ovid.nce,  urgently  cal- 
ling for  supplies  of  munitions  of  war,  and  of  cannon 
for  the  war  against  the  Americans;  and  letters  to 
col.  Nirliolls,  renewing  the  same  demands  of  sup 
plies;  irTorii'ing  him,  t!:at  he  is  with  SOU  negroes, 
*a  few   of  ou^  Biufi'  pi=ople,'  who  had   stuck  to  the 
cause,  and  were  relying  upon  the  faith  of  Nicholls' 
prorn.ses.     Our    Blufi'  pooide    were  the  people  of 
the'  regro  fort,  collected  by  Nichods'  awd  \Vood 
bine's  fjr.cJaiTJStioii^, during  the  Anurican  and  Eng- 
lish v.'nr,  ana  tiie  cause   to  which  they  stuck,    wus 
the  savage,  servile,  exterminating  war  against  the 
United  Staw^s. 

Aixiong  tiiC  afi'ents  and  actors  of  such  virtuous 
ente'  prizes  ;-s  are  here  unveiled,  it  was  hardly  ex- 
pected that  there  ivcvild  be  found  reiijurkable  evi- 
dences of  their  res;i»xt,  confidence  and  good  faith 
tov/^rds  one  ;  iiolher.  Accordingly,  besides  the 
violent  seiziTe  and  distribution,  by  Anibrister,  of 
Arbuthnot's  proper.y,  his  letters  to  governor  Ca- 
meti^n,  and  to  NiJiolts,  are  filled  with  the  distrust 
and  suspicions  of  ti^.e  Indians,  that  they  were  de- 
ceived und  betrayed  by  Arbuthnot;  while  in  Arhuth- 
iiot'b  letters  to  the  same  Nicholls,  he  accuses 
XLIX.  f.]  Woodbine  of  havir.g  taken  charge  of  poor 
Francis,  tlie  pruphe:,  or  Hillis  Hadjo,  upo:;  his  re- 
turn fi  omEiij'.lard  to  New  Providence,  and  under 
prf'e^ce  of  t  .k;ng  c-;re  of  him  and  bis  yfiairs — cf 
hiiving  defrauded  him  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
presents  which  had  been  delivered  out  fiom  the 
king's;  stores  to  h-m,  for  Francii's  use.  This  is 
XLVn.  a.]  one  of  Iht  passages  of  Arbtitlinol's  lei 
terio  Nicl'olia,  omitted  in  {he  publication  of  it  last 
Aug-tst,  iii  the  London  newspapers. 

3s  this  narrative  of  dark  and  complicated  depra- 
vity; this  creeping  at^d  insidious  war,  b<th  against 
Spain  and  the  United  Srntes;  this  rno'-kery  of  pa- 
triotism; these  political  philters  to  fngiilve  slaves 
and  Indinn  outlaws;  these  peifidies  and  treache- 
ries of  villains  incapable  of  keeping  their  Faith  even 
to  each  other,  all  ia  tjie  name  of  Soutli  American 
liberty,  of  tiie  rights  of  runaway  negroes,  aiiu  the 
wrongs   of  s.«ivy!ie  mtirder;  rs — all  combined  and 


projected  to  plunder  Spain  of  her  provinces,  snd 
to  spread  massacre  and  devastation  along  the  bor. 
ders  of  the  United  States.'  Is  all  this  sufficient  to 
cool  the  sympathies  of  his  Catholic  majesty's  go. 
vernment,  excited  by  the  execution  of  these  two 
"subjects  of  a  power  in  amity  with  the  king.?"  The 
Spanish  government  is  not  at  this  day  to  be  inf.rm. 
ed  that,  cruel  as  war,  in  its  mildest  forms,  must  be 
it  is,  and  necessarily  must  be  doubly  cruel,  when 
waged  with  savages;  that  savages  make  no  prison- 
ers, but  to  torture  them;  that  they  give  no  qnarten 
that  they  put  to  death  without  discriminiUion  of 
age  or  sex;  that  the.se  ordi'tary  characteristics  of 
ladiun  warfare  have  been  spplicablc,  in  their  most 
heart  sickeniiig  honors,  to  t!iat  war,  left  us  byNi. 
chnlls,  as  his  legacy,  reinstigated  by  Woodbine, 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  and  stimulated  by  the 
approbation,  encouiagement,  and  the  aid  of  the 
Spaniah  co.n^.mandant  at  St.  Marks.  Is  proof  requir- 
ed? Intreat  the  Spanish  minister  of  state,  for  a  tno. 
ment,  to  overcome  the  feelings  which  details  like 
these  must  excite,  and  to  reflect,  if  possible,  witii 
composure,  upon  the  facts  stated  in  the  following 
extracts  from  the  documents  enclosed: 

Letter  from  sailing  master  Jairus  Loomis  to  com- 
modore Daniel  T.  Patterson,  I3th  August,  1816, 
XXIM  ]  reporting  the  destruction  of  the  negro  fort. 
"On  examining  the  prisoners,  they  statedthai 
"  Etlward  Daniels,  O.  S  who  Mas  made  prisoner  in 
"  the  boat,  on  the  17th  July,  -uias  tarred  and  bunt! 
"  uUve." 

Letter  from  Archibald  Clarke  to  gen.  G»ine«, 
26di  Feb.  1817.  (Message  of  the  president  of  llie 
U.  States  to  congress,  25'h  March,  1818,  p.  9.) 

"On  the  24tli  inst.  the  house  of  Mr.  Garrett,  re. 
"  siding  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county,  near  the 
"  boundary  of  Wayne  county,  (Georgia)  was  at- 
"tacked,  during  his  absence,  near  the  middle  of 
"  the  day,  by  tliis  party,  (of  Iidians)  consisting  of 
"  about  fifteen,  who  shot  Mrs.  Garret.in  two  places, 
"  and  then  despatched  her  by  stabbing  and  scalp- 
"  ing.  Her  t.vo  children,  one  about  tiiree  years, 
•'  and  the  other  two  months  old,  were  also  fnbr.lereii 
"  and  the  eldest  scalped;  the  house  was  thenplun- 
"  dered  of  every  article  of  value,  and  set  or  firt" 
LXl.]  Letter' ft  om  Peter  B.  Cook  (Arbuthnol'i 
clerk)  to  Eliz.  A.  Carney,  at  Nassau,  dated  Su- 
wahnee,  I9ih  Jan.  1818,  giving  an  account  of  theit 
operations  with  the  Indians,  against  the  Ameiican-S 
and  their  massacre  of  iieut.  Scott  and  his  party. 
"  There  was  a  boat  that  was  taken  by  the  Indi 
"  ans,  that  had  in  it  thirty  men,  seven  women.fou: 
"  small  cliildren.  There  were  six  of  the  men  got 
"  clear,  iind  one  woman  saved,  and  all  the  rest  of 
"  them  got  killed.  The  children  were  took  by  tbe 
'■  leg,  and  their  brains  dashed  out  against  tli£ 
"  boat." 

If  the  bare  recital  of  scenes  like  these  cannotbt 
perused  without  shuddering,  what  must  be  tht 
agonized  feelings  of  those  whose  wives  and  cbil 
dren  are,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  night  to  nighti 
exposed  to  be  the  victims  of  the  same  barbarity' 
Has  mercy  a  voice  to  plead  for  the  perpetrators 
aijd  instigators  of  deeds  like  these?  Sliould  enqui 
ry  hereafter  be  made,  why,  within  three  month' 
after  this  event,  the  s.ivage  Hamathll  Micco,  upO" 
being  taken  by  the  American  troops,  was,  by  orde- 
oftlieir  commander,  immediately  hung,  let  itbe 
told  that,  that  savage  was  the  commander  of  tb: 
party  by  which  those  womeii  were  butchered,  an" 
iliose  helpless  infants  were  thus  dashed  against 
the  boat.  Co:iter.ding  with  such  enemies,  ahiioug" 
hunriatiily  revolts  a;  entire  retaliation  upon  tijeDii 
and  spares  the  lives  of  their  feeble  and  defenceless 
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women  and  children,  yet  mercy  herself  sun-enders 
to  retributive  justice  the  lives  of  their  leading  war- 
riors  taken  in' arms— and  still  more  tlie  lives  of  the 


to  the  UnitPd  States  for  the  heavy  and  necessary 
expenses  whic'i  ihpy  have  been  compeikd  to  incur, 
by  the  faihire  of  Spain  to  perform  h.-r  eog'apemeut, 
foreign,  white  incendaries;  who,  disowned  by  vheirlto  restrain  the  Indian;,  aggravated  by  tiiis  demon- 
o'.vn  fT"^^''"'^^'^^*''''"'^ '^'^'^^'"''"S^^^'''°^^'"  '^■^'•'"'^^' !  s^r.iled  coniuliciiy  of  lit^r  conirpandinjr  officers  with 
degrade  themselves  beneath  the  savage  character,  j  t'lcm,  in  their  iiostilitics  ssjainst  the  United  States: 
by  voluntarily  decending  to  its  level,  is  not  this  |  That  tlie  two  EnRUshmen  executed  by  order  of 
thedictateof  common  sense?  Is  it  not  ti>e  usage  j  f;jeneial  Jirkson  were  not  only  identified  Afith  the 
of  legitimate  warfare?  Is  it  not  consonant  to  th"  savages,  v.'ith  wiioni  t'.iey  were  crrrying  on  tl'.e  war 
soundest    authorities  of  national    liw?     "When  at  j  against  the  United  Slates,  but  tiiat  one  of  them  was 


«  war  (says  Vattel)  with  a  ferocious  nation,  which 
"observes  no  rules  and  grants  no  cjuarter,  th^y 
«'may  be  chastised  in  the  persons  of  those  of  them 
«'  who  may  be  taken;  they  ate  of  the  number  of  the 
•'guiity;  and  by  this  rigor  the  attempt  may  l^-e 
"  made  of  bringing  them  to  a  sense  of  the  laws  of 
"humanity."  And  again:  "As  a  general  iias  the 
"rightcf  sacrificuig  the  lives  of  his  enemies  to  his 
«  own  safety  or  that  of  his  people,  if  he  has  to  con- 


the  mover  ar.d  f  )m?nter  of  the  war,  wliich,  v  ithout 
his  in'. erierence  and  false  prtiraises  to  the  Indi'uis  of 
support  fiom  the  Briiish  government,  never  would 
iiave  happened — that  the  other  was  the  instrument 
of  war  against  Spain  as  well  as  the  Urj'.ed  Sleeves, 
conmiissioned  by  .Motiregor,  and  expedited  by 
Woodbine,  upon  their  project  of  concjuerir.g  Flo- 
rida v.itli  these  Indians  and  negroes:  That,  as  ac- 
complices of  tlie  savages,  and,  sinning  against  their 


"ten^l  with    an   inhuman  enemy,  often    guiliy  of  [  better  knowledge,  worse  than  savages,  ge;i.  J  ick- 
"such  excesses,  he  may  take  the  lives  of  some  of  son,  possessed  of  their  persons  and  of  the  proofs  of 


"his  prisoners,  and  treat  them  as  his  own  people 
"have  been  treated."  The  justification  of  these 
principles  is  found  in  their  salutary  tfiicacy,  for 
terror  and  for  example.  It  is  thus  otdy  that  the 
barbaritiesof  Indians  can  be  successfully  encoun 
tcred.  It  is  thus  only  that  the  worse  than  Indian 
barbarities  of  European  imposters,  pretending  au- 
thority from  their  governments,  but  always  disa- 
vowed, can  be  punished  and  arrested.  Great  Bri- 
tain yet  engages  the  alliance  and  cooperation  of 
savages  in  war.  But  her  government  has  Invaria- 
bly disclamed  all  countenance  or  authorisation  to 
iier  subjects  to  instigate  them  agair.st  us  in  time  of 
peace.  Yet  so  it  has  happened,  that  from  the  pe- 
riod of  our  established  indepeiidenceto  this  day,  all 
the  Indian  wars  with  which  we  have  been  afliicied 


their  guilt,  migb.t,  by  the  lawful  and  ordinary 
usages  of  war,  liave  hung  them  both  v.-ithout  the 
foni.ality  of  a  trial:  Thai,  to  allow  thero  every  pos- 
sible opporlunit}'  of  refuung  the  proofs,  or  of  sho'.\- 
ing  any  circumstaucs  in  extenuation  of  their  crimes, 
he  gave  tliem  the  benefit  of  a  court  martial,  of 
highly  respectable  oilicf  r-:  That  the  defence  of  one 
consisted,  solely  and  exclusively,  r.f  technical  ca- 
vils at  the  nature  of  part  of  the  evidence  against 
him,  and  the  other  confessed  his  guilt.  Finally, 
that,  in  restoring  Fensacola  and  St.  Mirks  to  Spain, 
the  president  gives  the  roost  signal  proof  of  liis 
confidence,  that  hcreaf-er  her  engagement  to  re- 
strai:!,  by  force,  the  Indians  of  Florida  from  all  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States,  will  be  elTectu'illy 
fulfilled;  ill  it  there  will  be  no  more  mvude-'s,  no 


have  been  distinctly  traceable  to  the  instigation  of  I  more   robberies   within  our   borders,    by  s.ivages 


English  traders  or  agents,  always  disavowed,  yet 
always  felt,  more  than  once  detected,  but  never 
before  punished.  Two  of  them,  oftVndeis  of  the 
deepest  dye,  after  solemn  warning  to  their  govern- 
ment, and  individually  to  one  of  ttieni,  have  fallen, 
fagrante  delido,  into  tlie  hands  of  an  American  ge- 
ntral:  and  the  punishment  iufiicted  upon  them 
has  fixed  them  on  high  as  an  example,  awful  in  iis 
exhibition,  but,  we  trust,  auspicious  in  its  results, 
of  that  which  awaits  unauthorised  pretenders  of 
European  agency,  to  stimulate,  and  interpose  in 
waj's  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
within  their  control. 

This  exposition  of  the  crigin,.the  causes,  and  the 
character  of  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indit^ns  and 
part  of  the  Crteks,  combined  v.iih  M(  Gregor's 
mock  patriots  and  Nicholls'  negroes,  which  neces- 
sarily led  our  troops  into  Florida,  and  gave  rise  to 
all  liiose  incidents  of  which  Mr.  Pizarro  so  vehe- 
mently complains,  v.'ill,  it  is  liojjed,  enable  you  to 
present otherandsovmderviewsoftiie  sufajeci  to  his 
.  Oatliolic  O'tjesty's  government.  It  >  ill  enable  _\ou  to 
show  that  Uie  occupation  of  I'ensacola  and  S^  MiU-ks 
Was  occasioised  neither  by  a  spirit  of  i;os!iHty  to 
Spain,  nor  witi;  a  view  to  extort,  premattirely,  the 
provi.^ce  fiom  her  possession;  that  it  v/as  rendered 
necessary  by  the  neglect  of  Spain  to  perforni  her 
^iga^en.ents  of  restraining  the  Indians  fi'om  hosti- 
lities against  the  United  States,  and  by  the  culpable 
coutitei.unct,  encouragement  and  assist.^mce  given 
to  those  Indians  in  their  hostilities,  by  the  Spanish 
goveriioi-  and  .:u)rumandant  at  those  places:  TL;.t 
tilt:  United  Stales  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  the 
pi'esident  does  demand,  of  Spain  the  punishment  of 
thgae  officers  for  ibis  mi»co;;aucL;  and  he  fuithfr 
dejiiands  of  Sffnin  a  jiist  and  itasonuble  mdemniiy 


prowling  along  the  Spanish  line,  and  seeking  shel- 
ter within  it,  to  displ.;y  in  tlicir  vdlages  the  scalps 
of  o'.ir  won;en  and  childreii,  their  victims,  and  to 
sell,  with  siiam,eless  effrontery,  the  plunder  frcn 
our  citizens  in  Spanish  forts  and  cities;  tliat  we 
v.'ill  liear  no  more  apologies  fr'>>m  Spanish  govern- 
ors and  cominandanls,  of  iiheir  inability  to  ptrfcnra, 
the  duties  of  their  office  and  the  solemn  convracts 
of  their  country — no  more  excuses  for  compliances 
to  the  savage  eriendiss  of  the  United  States,  from 
the   dread  of  their  attacks  upon  themselves — no 
more  harboring  of  foreign  impostors,  upon  compul- 
sio!i;  that  u  strength  sufficient  will  be  kept  in  the 
province  to  restrain  the  Indians  by  force,  and  offi- 
cers empowered  and  instructed  to  employ  it  effec- 
tually to  maintain  the  good  faith  of  the  nation,  by 
tl.e  effective  fnlfiimentoi'  the  treaty.    The  dvny  of 
of  this  government  to  protect  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  our  fillovz-cltizens,  on  llie  bci'ders  of  the 
United  Stages,  is  imperative — iLiiiust  be  discharged 
— find  if,  after  all  tlie  warnings  that  SpaiJi  has  had 
— if,  .ifter  ihe  prostrs'tion  of  ali  her  territorial  rights 
and  neutral  obligations,  by  Nicholis  and  his  ban- 
ditti, during  the  war,  and  i>f  all  her  treaty  slipula- 
iio;s,  by  Arbutlinot  and  Arnbrister,  abetted  by  her 
owu  commanding  officers,  during  pe.ice.to  llie  cruel 
annoyance  of  the  United  States— ^if  the  necessliies 
of  self-defence   shouKl  again  coi^ipel    ihe    United 
Slates  to  take  possession  of  tiie  Spinish  forts  and 
places   ill   Florida,  dec! . ire,  with   the   car.dor  and 
frankness  tliat  become  us,   that,  a.nother  uncondi- 
tional restoration  of  them  rc'tst  not  be    xpec'ed; 
that  even  tiie  president's  co  fide'ice  in  ti'e  gjod 
fait);   ai'd  ultimate  justice  ••■   ihe  S;janis!i  govern- 
ment will  yield  .0  t  :.e  .uinf  a  experience  of  cor.ti- 
nitoi  dib«ppoiniraent^  and  that,  after  unwearisd  and 
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almost  iir.nurrbered  appeals  to  them,  for  ibe  per- 
formance of  their  stipulated  duties,  in  vain,  the  U. 
•States  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  rely,  for  the 
•protection  of  their  borders,  vipon  themselves  alone. 
You  are  authorised  to  communicate  the  whole  of 
this  letter,  and  the  acoouipanying  documents,  to 
the  Spanish  government.  I  have  the  honor,  &c. 
JOHN  QUIN'GY  AUAMS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fJK'o.  9  J  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
.Ervms^,  dated 

Department  "f  state, 
Washington,  December  2,  1818. 
"On  the  27th  of  March  last  the  Spanish  minister 
here,  Mr.  Onis,  addressed  a  letter  to  this  depart- 
ment, for  the  professed  purpose  of  vindicating  the 
character  a'td  conduct  of  the  Spanish  commanding 
officers  in  Florida,  and  of  proving  that  they  had  in- 
variably discharged  their  duties  of  friendly  pro- 
ceedings towards  the  United  States,  and  the  obli- 
gations  of  the  treaty  of  1793,  by  which  Spain  was 
bound  to  restrain,  by  force,  the  hostilities  of  her 
Indians  in  F!orida  against  the  United  States.  To 
this  letter  are  annexed  fourteen  documents;  the 
greater  part  of  which  consist  of  remonstratices, 
addressed,  durinci;  the  late  war  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain,  to  British  officers, 
against  their  continual  violations  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  Spanish  terrilory.  It  is  not  however  to  these 
66]  documents,  but  to  the  two  numbered  13  and 
14  as  annexed  to  that  letter,  tha,tl  wish  to  invite 
■  67  ]  your  attention.  No.  13  is  the  translatioji  of  a 
letter,  purporting  to  be  from  Bowlegs,  one  of  tlie 
Indian  Seminole  chiefs  most  inveterately  hostile  to 
the  United  States,  to  Dan  Jose  Coppinger,  gover- 
nor of  St.  Agusiine— a  translation,  you  will  say— 
v'hy  a  trai.slatior.:  and  from  what  langiiugc?  Nei- 
ther governor  Coppinger  nor  Mr  Onis  furnish  the 
means  of  answering  that  question.  They  are  fur- 
nished however  by  the  papers  of  Arbuthnot,  which 
fell  into  gen.  Jickson's  hands— tlie  language  was 
49  ]  Kuglish,  and  the  original  was  written  by  Ar- 
btUiino..  The  dr.ift  was  found  among  his  papers. 
No.  2.]  and  was  produced  to  the  court  martial 
upon  his  trial.  We  naturally  suppose  that  gover- 
nor Coppinger,  upon  receiving  a  letter  in  English, 
from  a  Seminole  Indian  chief,  must  have  been  sur- 
prised,  unles.-t  he  knew  from  wliom  and  whence  it 
Ciime.  Tbe  substance  of  l;i«  answer  shews  t!iat  he 
did  know,  botli  whence  it  came  and  the  character 
of  him  by  v/!\om  it  was  v.-ritten.  By  the  copies  of 
vhe  two  letters  which  are  enclosed  you  will  see,  in 
Hint  of  Bowlegs,  a  part  of  the  systematic  intrigues 
of  Arbuthnot  to  instigate  as  well  the  Spanish  com- 
manders in  Florida,  as  the  savages,  against  the 
United  States — and  in  that  of  governor  Coppinger, 
a  direct  declaration  to  the  Indian,  tht-tall  liis  sup 
posed  ca".ses  of  alarm  and  complaint  "proceed  from 
**  the  i;,ft,r:nation  of  persons  in  whom  he  ought  not 
"  to  place  tlie  smallest  confidence,  i;.  being  their 
"  principle  to  employ  sucli  opportunities  for  the 
"purpose  of  seducing  him  and  his  people  from 
"  their  daily  labor."  After  ollerlog  his  own  friend- 
ly advice,  the  governor  adds,  "I  um  fearful  howe- 
"  ver  that  the  sentiments  of  those  who  come  into 
«'  the  terri.ory,  under  the  appearance  offriendsln'p, 
"  but  with  bad  intentions,  may  influence  your 
««  minds,  and  obtain  your  confidence,  by  their  flat- 
«« tering  reprcsentions.  And,  finally,  iie  cofnpluin.s, 
"  that  two  persons  had  laiely  presented  them- 
«' ielves,  us  coamiissioners  of  the  Eiiglish  nation, 
"  and  carried  of  several  runaway  negroes,  beloiig- 
<'  ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province."  It  is  ap- 
parent  from  this  letter,  thai  iroyeriior  Coppinger 


was  well  informed  of  the  operations  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Woodbine,  and  that  he  saw  them  in  their  true 
colors.  How,  theni,  doe.'?  it  happen  that  a  year  af. 
terwards  the  Spanish  commandant  of  St.  Marks  is 
so  entirely  leagued  with  Arbuthrrot,  as  to  sign  his 
name  to  the  approbation  of  a  power  of  attorney  ei. 
ven  to  him  by  the  hostile  chiefs,  to  write  letten 
and  deliver  lalks  in  their  names — to  hold  councils 
of  war  with  them  at  Ids  quarters— to  hold,  aspri. 
soners,  white  persons,  inhabit.ints  of  the  province, 
taken  by  them— and  to  'vrite  a  letter  to  Arbuthnot 
asking  him  to  come  and  confer  with  him  upon  suh! 
jects  which  could  not  be  committed  to  paper.'  The 
original  of  that  letter,  which  is  in  b:^d  French,  and 
40.]  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  commandant  of 
St.  Marks,  signpd  by  him,  is  in  our  possession,  a 
copy  of  it  is  among  the  pupers  enclosed.  We  can- 
not doubt  that  the  Spanish  government  will  consi. 
der  it  as  a  proof  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  comman- 
dant of  St.  Marks  with  Arbnthnot  and  the  Indians 
against  the  United  States.  Should  he  be  put  upon 
his  trial,  as  you  are  instrvicted  to  demand,  theori. 
ginal  letter,  itself,  will  be  transmitted,  to  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  court. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  original  draft,  in 
tbe  hand  writing  of  the  letter  of  Bowlegs  to  gov, 
Coppinger,  differs  in  several  paragraphs  from  the 
translation  communicated  by  Mr.  Onis,  as  received 
by  him  from  gov.  Coppinger.  The  following  pas. 
sage  particularly,  which  appears  in  the  draft  pro- 
duced before  the  court  martial,  is  not  in  the  trans- 
lation furnished  by  gov.  Coppinger:  "The  Spa- 
nish subjtct.3  in  the  Floridas,  are  too  much  in  the 
interest  of  the  Americans  to  be  our  friend.';:  for 
the  governors  I  shall  always  entertain  the  greatest 
regard;  but  for  the  people,  they  do  not  act  so  as  to 
merit  my  esteem  and  protection."  Theremainder 
of  the  letter  is  nearly  the  same.  Wo  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  omission  was  made  by  the  governor, 
but  rather  that  Arbuthnot,  yet  cmccrtain  liowsucli 
a  reflection  would  be  received,  omitted  it  from  the 
letter  itself,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  go- 
vernor. 

The  papers  marked  LXII.  LXIII.  and  LXVni.are 
copies  of  originals,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Arbuth- 
not, taken  with  the  rest  of  his  paper^,  but  not  ex- 
hibited before  the  coui't  martial.  Tiie  sheet  of  his 
journal  is  of  some  importance,  as  establishing  his 
connection  and  dissatisfaction  with  Woodbine. 
LXV.  is  a  letter  from  him,  said  to  be  to  an  olficer 
of  rank  in  Engl.'nd,  (no  doubt  Nicholls,)  dated 
30th  JiHuary,  181S,  only  three  montlis  before  he 
was  taken.  The  sheet  of  the  journal  shews  tbat 
Arbuthnot  arrived,  with  Vvoodbme,  from  New  Pro- 
vidence, at  Suwany,  about  the  last  of  October,  1816, 
and  that  they  imm'-diately  commenced  their  opera- 
tions with  the  Indians  against  the  United  Stales. 
Bowlegs'  letter  to  governor  Coppinger,  is  dated  the 
ISlli  of  ?vovember,  of  that  year,  and  apologizes  for 
his  not  having  sooner  answered  a  letter  of  Septeir- 
ber,  from  the  governor,  by  the  impossibility  he 
had  been  under,  of  finding  a  jjerson  to  write  the  an- 
swer fop  him.  Among  other  complaints  against 
Woodbine,  in  this  journal,  tiiere  is  one  distinctly, 
that  he  had  promised  the  savages  assistance  from 
the  British  government,  without  authority,  and  by 
direct  falsehood;  .aad  he  expresses  an  appprehf"' 
sion,  that  when  the  Indians  find  out  that  none  of 
those  promises  are  realized,  their  fury  will  fall  up"" 
himself" 

(^Tlte  immerel  le'ters  and  figures  in  the  narpr' 
of  the  ahnve  letters,  refer  to  docvments  contained  ii>^ 
the  appendix  thereto,  the  m'lstinip'jvlunt  (f  whiih-tn*^ 
Oe  pitblislfedso  soon  an  -ar  obiain  copies  of  thti-i 
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Our  relations  willi  Spain* 

DOCUMEN  rS  TRANSMH  TED  TO  COXGRESS 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  IXTli  LLIG  K^  CKR. 

The  following,  o!ir  readers  will  observe,  is  of  an 
anti"!"!-  da'»e  to  the  p^ ■ers  airraay  published 
respecting'  om*  -elatio-'S  wiUi  Spsiri. 

Cnrrenpninlcnce  of  Mr.  G.   IT.  Zrvini;,  minister  plcnifiofcntiary  of 

the  United  StQlrt  nt  Madi-irl.  nn/i  D'ni  Josh  Piznrro.  JirsI  sect- 
^tnnj  r  /'  stale,  referred  to  in  tlic  president's  message  of  nth  of 

Sovcnibcr,  1818. 

TniWSLATTOf. 
Don  Jo.ie  Pi-znrro  to  Mr.  Erring, 

The  first  secrftary  oCstatf  has  the  hniior  of  transmittinR' to  the 
niiniilei'  of  the  Uijited  Siat(-5.  a  copy  of  siuiip  pai'a^'r!i|jlis  of  a  note 
nt'tlii-  "til  of  Fi  bi'civtry,  I8n3  (anil  propositions  '.vhicli  accompauicd 
It)  to  Don  Ptdro  Cevallos,  and  he  avails  lijmself  of  this  occasion 
to  rfpeattlie  assurance  of  his  consideration. 

Th.'  Pa!;u't,  8th  July,  1818. 
Copy  of  name  Imrngi-ajjhs  tfn  u^te,  r'irected  to  Don  Pedro  Cex'nllos. 

on  the  1th  of  February,  1303,  by  Mr.  Chnrlcs  Pinckncy,  minister 

of  the  United  States. 

"To  obtain  this,  th.y  have  authorized  me  to  sny  that,  sliouldhis 
majesty  be  now  inclined  to  si-Il  to  the  United  Stnti  s  his  possessions 
un  (he  east  sidi>  o!  the  Mississippi,  or  betwpen  'hat  ami  the  liver 
Mobile  (aj^re.  ahiy  to  the  propositioi.s  enclosed)  the  (.Inited  States 
will  make  to  Ins  maj  sty,  an;l  I  do  now  rnnkt.  in  thi-ir  name,  the 
important  ojfer  of  ^iinrnniceing  to  him  and  his  successors  his 
doininioiis beyond' t/ie  Mississippi. 

"Propositions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 

"1st.  The  United  States  will  purehas-  the  possessions  of  his 
Catholic  mejesty,  on  the  east  side  of  the  liver  Mississippi,  for  which 
they  ttil!  pay  dollars. 

"2d.  They  will  pnrchase  these  possessions,  for  which  they  will 
pay  dollars,  and  moreover  gnarantee  to  his  majesty  and  his 

wccessors,  his  posiesssions  beyom!  the  Mississippi. 

"3d.  They  will  pnrcliasethe  Country  betwcrn  the  rivers  Missis- 
sippi and  Mobile,  heloiifpng  to  his  Catholic  inajpsty,  and  also  places 
ot  deposit  near  the  mouths  of  the  other  navigable  rivers,  passing 
from  tins  territory  tlironp;h  either  of  thif  Kloridas,  fm-  which  they 
*i"  pay  dollars,  or  enter  into  oilier  obligations  which 

niay  be  thought  equivalent  to  the  acquisition. 

"4ili.  If  neither  of  tlnse  propositions  can  be  acceded  to,  they 
will  then  purchase  certain  tracts  of  couiitry  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  other  rivers  passing  from  tlieir  territory  into 
that  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  for  which  they  will  pay  dollars, 

or  entcrinto  other  obli'<jations  which  maybe  Ihonght  equivalent  to 
the  aoquisiiion." 

Mr.  Erving  to  Von  Jose  Pizarro, 

Madiid,  July  9,  1818, 

SIR— I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of 
yesterday's  i!ate,  eiilosing  a  para.e;raph  from  a  note  addressed  to 
this  government,  on  the  7th  February,  1803,  hy  Mr.  Pinckney, 
at  that  time  minister  o(  the  Uwited  States  at  '-i)is  court;  together 
with  Certain  proposals  of  the  same  minister,  to  w  hich  the  paragraph 
Cited  Kftrs. 

Ihuugh  I  find  that  thes<»  proposals  are  as  explicit  in  their  form 
as  your  excellency,  in  conversation  stated  them  to  be,  yet.  I  also 
find,  as  I  presumed,  that  they  were  not  made  or  renewed  by  the 
special  mission  which  treated  with  Mr.  Cevallos  in  the  year  1805, 
andt'iftt  they  do  no  attcct,  and  cannot  reoeive  any  application  to 
the  great  questions  i,ow  under  consideration.  They,  in  fact,  offer 
'he  United  States,  as  guarantee  of  his  majesty's  possessions,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  in  part  consideration  for  cessions 
Wnchhe  was  to  make  of  the  whole  of  his  then  possessions,  or  cer- 
tain districts  of  thprn  to  the  eastward  of  that  river;  but,  posterior 
to  this  offer,  namely,  on  the  30^A  April,  1803,  the  greater  part  of 
the  territory  thus  proposed  tp  be  purchased,  and  the  whole  thus 
pruposed  to  be  guaranteed,  passed  into  the  possession  of,  and  now 
"lake  part  of  the  United  States.  Thus,  the  state  of  possession  in 
that  quarter  having  been  changed,  the  motive  to  guarantee  on  one 
side,  and  the  necessity  to  receive  a  guarantee  on  the  other  having 
wased,  all  that  passed  upon  the  subject,  therefore,  is  as  though  it 
were  obliterated  from  the  records. 

Hie  only  security  which  occnrs  to  me  as  possible  to  be  stipulated, 
under  present  circumstances,  is  that  of  thirty  K  agues  desart,  which 
•  mentioned  in  my  two  last  conversations,  and,  in  tact,  this  kind 
oil  ht''^""'  '?'^"''''y  '"  transactions  between  two  grcLt  nations, 
i?nt,  according  to  my  appreiiension,  always  to  have  the  prefer- 
tim  "T'  \^^  '"''^'' '''"''  "f  stipulations;  for  though  such  stipula- 
cas  ,.  '•'■  '""''  religiously  obs<-rved,  even  in  the  extreme 
ases  wlierem,by  the  universal  practice  of  nations,  they  aredeviated 
of™'""' ^'together  dispensed  with,  yet, in  li.estill  greater  extremitv 
hilt  oV'  ?  '^'^"'"'■"  *"■  'linding  of  course,  and  cannot  be  renewed 
have  "^^  '.J*  ^*""''  *"''  ''""  *'"^  inducement  to  renew  them  may 
,   e  ceased:   whereas,  the    material  security  of   which   I   speak 


always 


tb. 


remains.    War  does  not  cultivate  desarts,  but   it  makes 
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tn  th^^'^^u^'  l^ese  afld  other  impoi-tant  C(ftisidefatioT»s  belong'- 
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vernmeiit.  I  can  only  say  that,  if  my  suggestion  should  he  i'do-)tedt 
I  shall  he  ready  to  put  it  into  torn/.'aiid  with  that,  I  consider  that 
the  only  great  difficulty  to  a  happy  turinination  of  our  ditrefenoes 
is  removed. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  distinguikhedcon^ 
sideratioti. 

GEO.  W.  ERVING, 

Dim  Jose  Piznrro  to  Mr.  Erving, 
SIR;— In  several  late  coiferences  with  you,  I  have  had  thti 
honor  to  manifest  to  you  th-  regrets  of  Ins  uiajesty  that  it  has  not 
been  possible  yet  to  ter  niiiate  the  discussions  depending  hetweeii 
the  two  governments,  as  his  majesty  Hu'.iered  himself  iii;,^ht  be; 
done,  in  coiisecjueuce  of  the  instructions  given  to  bin  nuiiistei' 
j>U' lipotentiary,  '-Specially  since,  on  the  i)art  of  the  king,  there 
had  not  been,  nor  is  there  any  objection  to  carry  into  elf  ct  the 
arrangement  of  the  indemnities  i  eciprncally  claioi.-d  by  Spaniurdt 
and  Auurieansi  nor  to  j>rocee(l  to  tlie  sen!'  oient  of  limits,  upoi! 
groujids  coiifoniiiiig  to  the  treali<s  and  to  continual  and  uuinter' 
nipt'-d  possession,  nor  for  Spain  to  cede  to  the  United  States  tliK 
two  Floridas,  for  a  reasonable  etiuivaleirt  txcliaiige  in  'u.iritury, 
to  thi-  west  of  Mississippi;  nor  finally,  in  case  ot  not  being  ibij  to 
come  to  accord  on  all  the  pending  qo.stions,  and  especially,  *iiose 
of  limits,  to  refer  to  the  arbitration  or  mediation  of  one,  two  or  more 
powers,  friends  of  both  parties;  without  preventing,  after  the  limit 
which  should  appear  to  be  just  should  be  settled  by  such  arhitra- 
tion  or  mediation,  that  we  should  proceed  to  eftVct  by  means  of  the 
sanie  mediation,  or  without  it,  it  it  should  accommodate  the  Unit- 
ed States, an  exchange  of  the  'wo  Floridas  for  equivalent  ttrriior.v 
to  tiie  West  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  king  thought  of  this  arbitration  as  the  most  certain  and 
prompt  mean  of  terminating  the  discussion  of  limits,  uaeh  nartjr 
exposing,  before  the  arbitrating  or  mediating  powers,  thetitl.  s  op 
grounds  on  which  it  rested  its  riglits  and  pretensions,  and  he  has 
not  been  able  to  change  his  opinion  on  seeing  the  answer  given 
upon  this  point  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  to 
Don  Luis  de  Onis,for,in  the  proposal  made  by  that  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, by  express  order  of  his  majesty,  respectinig  said  media  • 
tion  or  arbitralioii,  there  has  not  been,  nor  ii  there  a  question,  as 
Mr,  Adams  seems  to  suppose,  of  inviting  (he  United  States  t» 
take  part  in  relations  or  ramiticatioris  belonging  to  any  interests 
of  the  Kuropean  powers,  nor  in  \vh  it  he  calls  the  labyrinth  ot' 
thair  politics,  but  aittely  that  one  or  r.iore  impartial  governnients, 
friendly  to  both  parties,  should  take  cognizansc  of  the  data  of  fact 
and  light  on  which  they  tbund,  respectively,  the  demarkation  oj' 
limits,  which  each  inetends  to  substantiate;  which  measure  is,  in 
fcftect,  the  same  as  that  which  the  United  States  adopted  in  its 
last  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  for  adjustment  of  a  similar  kind, 
there  being  no  other  diflVrence  between  the  two  cases,  but  in  (hi; 
givatwor  lesser  importance  of  the  territories  in  dispute. 

Fortius  state  of  things,  and  bis  majesty,  animated  with  the  most 
efficacious  desire  to  employ  whatever  means  are  in  his  power  ti> 
terminate,  satisfactorily,  all  aiul  every  one  of  the  points  in  t^uestion, 
I  represented  to  liis  majesty  that  you  and  I,  in  our  late  conferences, 
had  been  of  opinion  that  it  might  contribute  to  facilitate  thi! 
arrangement  of  those  points  on  which  hitherto  both  governnien  s 
ha\e  not  been  able  to  come  to  accord,  to  carry  forthwith  into  ef- 
fect that  on  which  they  are  already  agreed, thst  is,  the  settlement; 
of  the  reciprocal  indeninities  of  Americans  and  Spaniards.  whicl« 
were  the  object  of  the  conver'ion  of  1802,  for  which  only  was 
wanting  the  ratification,  on  the  pan  of  Spain,  suspended  for  ik;!- 
sons  and  by  circumstances  which  are  notorious.  The  king  instan'ly 
applauded  this  suggestion  of  mine  and  yours,  and  desirous  of  i;itr'- 
ing  to  the  United  States  efficient  proofs  of  his  desire  of  an  arrange- 
ment on  all  the  points,  comiuaiidid  me  immediately  to  draw  out  :* 
ratification  of  the  said  convention  of  August  U,  1802,  to  bes-  n: 
to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,to  tli*eiid,  that  he  may  present  the  3ame,aiH( 
exchange  it  for  that  of  the  United  State8,aiid  I  have  the  honor  t<p 
enclose  the  enjoined  copy  for  your  due  information.  The  termina- 
tion of  this  point,  alreatly  agreed  on,  in  no  respect  can  em'iarras'-. 
the  ulterior  progress  of  the  negoeiation  upon  'he  others,  and  if 
Don  Luis  dcOnis,  pursuant  to  his  first  instructions,  or  to  the  ex- 
planation which  subsequently,  on  two  occasions,  have  beengirti* 
to  him,  or  if  because  the  government  of  the  United  States  ha? 
reduced  its  demands  to  terras  more  compatible  wiili  the  rights  of 
Spain,  shall,  on  the  arrival  of  s.iid  ratification,  have  already  settle!} 
this  point  conjointly  with  the  ethers,  there  will  not,  therefore, 
result  any  kind  ot  embarrassment  or  contradiction,  since  the  re' 
cognition  of  the  reciprocal  inth-mnities  between  Spaniards  ami 
Americans,  and  the  mode  of  liquidating  them  (the  only  o  ii'.'ci< 
comprehended  by  the  convention  of  1802)  will  always  have  to 
enter  into  the  arrangement  which  may  have  been  effected,  or  maj' 
take  iilaee;  and  only  in  the  manner  of  paying  the  debt  which  sinll 
result  from  the  liquidation  made,  can  tliere  be,  or  arise,  hereafter, 
any  alteration,  in  case  the  territorial  arrangements  should  be  com- 
l)ine<l  with  the  other  indemntieatioiis. 

His  .Tiajesty  hopes  that  the  United  States  will  see  in  this  measure 
a  proof  of  his  friendly  disposition;  and,  if  he  may  flatter  hinisi'P' 
with  others  equal  and  reciprocal  on  the  part  of  the  governnirnt  •i;' 
the  United  States,  he  does  nor  doubt  that  shortly  willdisap.'tear  the 


5  m  tne  subject,  will  be  duly  ddiberatetj  on  by  !iis  mafesty's  go-    difflcuUiss  which  hitherto  have  opnctscd  thetr.sclves  to  the  desired 
Voi.   XV 26. 


5TS      NILES'  REGISTER— JANUARY  9,  ISlQ—RELATlONS  WITH  SPAIN. 


avrangemeiit.  The  political,  commercial,  and  territoii:>l  inter -sts 
6t' til'  United  Slates  and  b!|>;iiii  .ire  not  opposed  to  tath  o(l)ir, 
extrKiuoiis  ciiciinistaiices,  inid  iiid:  |)ejidei:t,  pei'luips,  i)t  tlic"  will 
nt  bi'<l>  S'ovirn.T.eiiK,  have  lin-ii  .ddc  to  complicate  F.nd  embarrass 
their  iMiiiticai  rt-laiioiis.  A  sincere  desire  to  ujiderstaiid  taeii  other 
and  til  ujiin-oximate  eoroiKllj,  each  ceiling;  soincthiiig  of  that  which 
he  siiiii>jsrs  that  he  has  a  njjiit  to  e.\act  olthi.'  uilur,  inay  perhaps 
be  the  inmouiiet'iM  \it  of  h  new  order  of  tliinps,  iii  which  the  gu- 
venimeiit  of  Spain  mid  that  oC  the  Unit'  U  Statts,  far  from  occupy- 
ing iliemselvis  in  disagreeaWd  discussions,  will  nuitiially  contribute 
toitiign't'iit  the  i>ro»i>'ril\  and  well  heiiig  of  both  nations. 

No  occiipatioi!  will  he  (o  me  niore  agrc'  able  than  that  of  cni- 
ployiiig  niy  weaketiiirti  in  serving  the  Uiiig  my  master,  in  so  in- 
ttlestiiiK  an  ohjeei;  and  1  should  nut  do  the  justice  which  I  owe  to 
\onr  rigii's  and  concih^itor)  and  irieiidly  dispositions,  if  1  was  not 
iiersmiii'd  that  you  will  lay  thewhoit  before  your  jjoveruiiieiit  in 
the  same  temper. 

.\s  Don  Jose  Martinez,  who  came  from  the  United  States  last 
laoiitii  with  dispatches  fruiii  Don  Luis  de  Oiiis,  is  to  return  thither, 
1  notify  ynii  tliereoi;  tfiat  yon  lua) .  if  yon  please,  {.rofil  of  this 
ounorliinily  M  send  yours  to  iliut  country,  1  renew  to  you,  ttc. 

JOaK  FlZAltHO. 

Palace,  Qih  Jtdy,  18)8. 

'C.nhy  "f  "  ratifnatron  givrin  by  Ids  Catholk  wajesty  to  the  coiiven- 
tiuii  siitkil  oil  lU/(  Auj;tist.  'iSi-.i,  betiveen  Don  I'ciro  Ctralliis. 
J'lvst  sctrctnry  <;/'  itate  mid  ih's/xilrii  as  pleni/joleiitiaiy  of  Dim 
L'riiiui-  I  hi-  ti/i,  find  Mr.  Ciuirta-  i'tiirkncy,  as  plcmpoltnliiiry  of 
iIk  Uiiiifil  Suites  if  Anil  I  -in. 

Wiieri  8s,  on  liie  illhday  of  August,  1S02,  there  was  concluded 
and  signed,  in  Madrid,  belw  een  Don  Peiiro  C'evallus,  lirst  secrt  tary 
of  sf-i'e  of  the  king  niyai.giist  falln  r  and  lonl,  and  Mr.  Charles 
PincUney,  niinister  plenipotentiary  of  niy  great  and  gomi  friends 
the  United  States  of  Ainirl.  a,  competently  aulhm-ized  thereto  by 
their  respective  governments, a  coiiveniion,  which  had  for  iis  oi.- 
ject  the  reciprocal  iiukinnity  for  losses,  damages,  and  injiLriis 
Vhieh  aceiiitd  dining  the  war,  t'ien  concluded,  in  consetpicnc;  id': 
excesses  ccinniitted  liy  individuals  of  liotli  natiims  against  the  law 
of  nations  or  theexislmg  treat);  and  no  determined  time  having] 
been  ti\''d  for  the  corresiMuidenl  ratification,  thes^id  convention 
was  r;;ti!ii'd,  by  the  presidint  of  the  United  Statts,  with  consent 
of  the  senate  of  the  sjiue.  a  y- ar  and  a  half  after  its  conclusion, 
:n.i!.  on  the  (vut  of  SpaWi,  the  ratiliiaiion  was  further  deferred, 
(in  ;.eeiiniil  id  tile  desire  oianilested  to  reg'nlatc,  at  one  and  the 
same  lime,  not  onl)  l)ie  i.-nint  delernnned  on  by  the  said  ronven- 
tion,  but  also  tliofe  which  had  remain^  d  undecided  on  in  the  sat^ie, 
and  others  of  a  diBerent  naiiiie.  though  of  not  less  iniporianee, 
■whicli  eonld  not  take  ertcct  un  account  of  posterior  oecHrreiices 
>t»  cSpaiii.  which  are  tpiite  notorious;  and  I  now,  considering  that, 
ii'i  tlie  present  cireumslances,  I o  carry  forthwith  into  pure  and  due 
ett'rCt  the  siipnlatiims  of  the  said  convention  of  lUli  Aiignsi.  I8o:i, 
far  iVonj  iinptdinif  the  cimrse  and  desired  termin^ttion  of  tin'  other 
•juesiioiis  depeniling  between  the  two  gov.' riiiiients,  may  contri- 
bute to  facilitate  the  most  prompt  and  satislactory  arrangenient 
id  allof  thcinjand  baying  seen  and  examined  the  said  convention, 
wh.icli  contains  seven  articles,  the  form  and  tenor  of  which  is  as 
follows: 

[Here  the  convention  J 
Therefore,  Iiave  cotieluded  to  approve  and  -.atify,  whatever  the 
3Sid  convention  contains  in  its  seven  articles,  as,  in  virtue  of  these 
presents,  I  do  approve  and  ratify  in  the  best  and  most  ample  form 
that  I  can.  pronnsifig,  on  the  failh  and  word  of  a  king,  to  loliil 
it  and  observe  it,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  observed  wholly 
as  though  1  my  sell  l.ad  made  and  signed  it.  In  te«liniony  win  rot, 
1  have  ordered  to  be  dispatched  the  present,  signed  with  my  hand, 
sealed  with  my  stci'et  seal,  and  attested  by  my  underwritten  co'jn- 
stiiorand  lirst  secretary  oi  .tate  and  despatch.  Given  in  Maduil, 
this  9th  of  July,  1318. 

YO  EL  REY. 
JOSE  PIZARRO. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Don  Juse  Pb:ai-rn,  at  SncTilon. 

Madrid,  .luly   16,  1818. 

SIR:— It  was  not  till  the  evening  of  the  loth  instaiit  tliat  I  had 
tbe  honor  to  n  ceive  your  excellency's  note  <d'  tile  9th,  couimuuicat- 
ing  to  n,ea  copy  of  his  Catholic  majesty'}  ratification  of  the  con- 
vention made  iietween  the  United  Statts  and  Spain  on  the  11th 
August,  130^.. 

Ill  the  late  conferences  which  I  have  had  with  you,  I  liave  re- 
ceived With  great  satisfaction  the  assurances  which  you  have 
given  to  me  of  your  sine^re  desire  to  terminate  by  a  general 
arrangement  all  the  tiuestums  in  discussion  between  oi.r  two  go- 
verniiunts;  I  do  full  justice  to  the  coneiliatory  dispositions  of 
yi-nr  e\cell;'iicy.  and  am  persuaded  that  the  pnssing  importance 
of  such  an  ai\|ir,tuieiit  iias  not  escaped  your  enlightened  mind; 
but  hiiWi  ver  painful  may  be  the  disappointment  ef  his'  majesty 
at  finding  that  a  favorable  conclusion  to  th'-  in  gociations  lias  not 
resulted  fr.'in  the  instriietions  heretofore  sent  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis, 
I  cannot  but  remind  you  that  1  have  not  omitted  to  assure  his 
msjesij"!  cubi'iii,  throngb  you,  that  those  instructions  would  be 
lb*iiid  to  be  wl'olly  inadeqnate  to  the  object:  the  causes  of  their 
failure  are  so  jitrlectly  apparent  in  the  correspondence  betwe.'n 
that  minister  and  the  secretary  of  .state  of  the  Unit  d  States,  which, 
by  order  of  the  president,  has  been  laid  beii)rcco!.grcss,tliat  I  may 
be  excused  Iroin  enteringfurtherinto  the  matter. 

I  receive  with  pleasurr-  whatever  may  contribute  to  the  great 
object  in  view;  aiid  thongli  the  convemioii  of  1802  embraces  but 
u  portion  of  the  claims  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  same  nature, 
yet,  cons  dering  it  ms  a  pr.  Iiniinary  toa  similar  adjustment  of  the 
wlioie  of  such  claims,  as  w,  11  as  nf  llmse  fer  Fieneli  spoliations 
specially  reserved  by  it,  ami  irnsting  that  it  may,  as  your  excel 
leiiey  lioji.  s,  lay  a  leu.idiiiiuii  for  au  amicable  serilciiieul  of  the 


territorial  .-lut-stions   now  in  discussion,  I  have  lost  no  time  id 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  communication  to  my  goverii.Tient. 

1  understand  also,  with  your  excellency,  that  this  ratiScaiioti 
can  be  no  obstnei-  to  any  general  tr,insaction  on  the  wholf  oftlif 
nialters  in  disput.-  which  may  be  hereafter  made,  and  that  i|  i^ 
not  to  inti-rlere  with,  but  to  be  made  wholly  suhoriUnate  and 
subservient  to  whatevi-r  arrangement  Mr.  Onis  may  pos>ibly  lijvf 
eiittrtd  into  with  niy  governiiient,  in  porsnance  of  the  iiibtructiuiij 
vvbich  you  have  litely  sent  to  that  ininist.jr. 

I  desire  to  avail  inysell  of  your  obliging  offer  to  transmit  my 
dispatches  for  the  United  States  by  Don  Jnse  Martinez,  and  rtqueii 
that  you  will  be  pleased.to  iiiform  me  when  that  gentleman  »l(i 
leave  Madrid. 

1  renew  to  your  e.^ccllenoy  assurraiictsof  my  distinguishtd  con 
sideratioii. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

TKANSLATMI  s 

Don  Jnsc  I'izano  to  Mr.  Erviiig. 

Saeedon,  19th  July,  1818. 

SIR:— In  one  of  our  late  confereiiees,  I  had  the  honor  to  state 

to  }ou  anew  his  majesty's  readiness  to  ce<le  both  the  Florliljlli> 

the   United   States,  the  accpiisilion  of  wli'cli  appr-arcd  to  be  iii 

essential  to  the  growt'iand  (irosperity  of  the  American  Union, in 

consiiji  ration  of  a  snitanl-   eipiivalent  to  be  made  lo  Ids  majesty, 

in  a  district  of  territory  sitn.ited  to  the  w<-stw;ril  of  the  Mississi|>iii. 

In  adverting  lo  the  great  innjurtance  of  this  ci  ssimi,  I  Wns  nalb- 

rally  led  to  reeal  to  your  rei  'illection  tbe  contents  of  ijifterem 

notes,  addressed  by  the  mi  lister  of  tbe  United  States,  .Mr.  Cliarle) 

Pinckiity,  to    his  majesty's  goveinment,   upon  this  subject,  ind 

particularly  u<  that  of  me  "tli  February,  180.?— in  which,  liaviu^ 

tariies'ij'  so'icited,  »■!   be  bad  already  dung  in  several    prtcfdiiig 

notes,  the  decision  of  bis  majesty  to  sell  to  tin-  American  govern- 

iiieiit  both  Floridas,  or  at  Itast  t'nat  Jmvt  if  H'csi  floiUia  ttjin^k' 

twceti  the  I'l/ssiisippi  and  the  Muhi:i;  be  oftered  for.iiallj',  in  the 

name  and  on  beliall  of  the  Uiiiteii  States,  not  only  to  pay  in  n;om7 

the  value  of  the  territory  so  ceded, but  that  the  Unit  .i  States,in 

case  the  said  cession  aboiihl  take  tfTeci.  woidd  uirthi'r  guarantee 

I  to  the  king, and  bis  successors,  his  dominions  situated  beyond  the 

I  Mississippi.     The  Cession  of  the  two  Floridas  b'ing  one  of  the  Ob- 

jjects  contenip'.iUed  in  the  proposed  adjustment,  1  stated  tu  yoii 

I  that  the  cobiingeiicy  appeared  to  have  ap[>ioached,   in  coiisidira- 

i  tioii  of  which  the  forn.al  olier  i.ad  been  i.iaiie  to  bis  rii.ijesty,  on 

I  the  part  of  the  United  St^ites,  of  the  guarantee  of  bis  duininiom 

!  situated  beyond  the  Mississippi,  or  oiht-rwise  Ik  youd  tlie  wostrm 

j  boundary   line,  to  be  agncd  upon  in   the  final   adinstment;  tlie 

guarantee  of  which,   forming  a  part  of  the  stipnlatieiis  of  that  «d- 

Ijustineiit,   wcnild,  in    iny   opinion,  be  a  more   eli'eetiial   ineiiiiiof 

j  i^cililatiiig  the  linai  uonelusion  of  tbe  points  de|Hii:!ing.  not  onlf 

;  iVoiu  us  essential  iniporianee,   but  as  being  the  most  conclusive 

I  evid'Uce  of  a  desire,  mi  t!ie  jiart  of  the  Unite'!  States,  to  preserve. 

:  a:id  perpetuate  a  good  Intelligence  with  tlie  government  of  Spaiii, 

and  the  more  agreeabi  •  to  bis  niajesty.  as  beiffg  a  spontainytu 

oiiVrofthe   United  Stales,  on  whose  bi  half  the  proposition  mo 

lormally   made,  witlmul  any   pivvioiis  transaction  or  rctpiest  OB 

itue  part  of  tbe  Spiiiisli  giiveniinent.  ' 

I      Upon  which  ymi  w.  re  jib  ased  to  state  to  me.  that  you  had  no. 

I  previous  knowledge  of  the  said  oifer  of  a  guarantee    being  luaiit 

;.y  your  predecessor,  on  behalf  of  tb<>  United  Sfitt-s.  whicli  )'uu. 

attrihuttd  to  thedispersiijii  and  loss  of  a  considerable  part  of  Ike 

archives  of  the  America. legation,  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of 

;  the  French.     1  then  otferetl  to  i'uniish   von  with  a  copy  oflbr 

I  proposals  made  by  .Mr.  Pmckmv,  and  of  that  part  of  the  imteof 

:  7ili  February.  18  3.  which  enelos'ed  them,  and  speeilied  their  object 

— which  cupi-s  v.er-  sent  to  ;ou  on  the  8tli  instant. 

!      In  your  ans^vrr  of  ihe  9ih,'  you  were  pleased  to  acknowledge 

1  the  receipt  of  those  copies;  ai-.d  at  th.-  same  time  vou  h;id  the 

:  goodness  to  enter  iiitj  the  subject  matter  not  only  on  tlic  particutaf 

point  of  the  prolfuei!  guaiaiitee,  but  you  also  offered  other  obstt- 

vations  conn.cled  with  the  matters  depending  between  the  Wo 

govtrnnients,  the  adjustment  of  which,  is  so  interesting  to  ootk 

countries. 

In  iidvening  to  your  observations,  yon  will  permit  riie  to  re'Hark, 
that  I  cannot  .igrce  Witli  yon  so  tar  as  to  p(  rsiiade  inyseit  tint 
the  guarantee  nif  redto  his  lunjesty  l>y  tbe  Ur.ited  Statis,on  the 
7th  ot  Fehruary,  1803,  in  case  "of  bis  liisiiwsition  to  sell  to  llicin 
'  tbe  Flor  das  or  part  of  West  Floriila,  was  conlimd  to  the  giiBraiilfe 
I  ut  tlie  !•  ft  bank  ol  tin-  Mississippi,  or  west  rii  Loiiisiiiini  as  yWl 
conceive;  and  that  the  United  States,  hiving  actpiired  th ;  wliole 
lot  Louisiana  b\  the  trtaly  of  the  30tli  of  April,  loCi;  and  thefcr- 
I  ritiny  oifered  lii  be  guaranteed,  having  been  severed  from  iiii  »'»• 
lesty's  dominions,  the  said  olTer  bad  been  anniilKd,  or  btcorae 
extinct  of  itseli;  or  by  the  want  of  its  particular  obiett.  If)"" 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  attentively  that  oiler,  anft  tlie 
proposals  aceompauying  it,  (for  v.liicb  purpose  I  think  it  pro- 
per to  enclose  a  copV  of  tbe  whole  not.'  of  the  'th  of  P' briinrf. 
1803,)  yi,u  Will  distinctly  see  that  what  the  United  Stales  olterrn 
to  guarantee  to  his  majesty,  was  not  the  right  I'.arik  of  the  MisSis- 
sijipi,  tint  his  dominions  situattd  beyond  the  Mississippi:  '|'' 
thnduiiiin  /^'i/oiiil  Ihe  Mississi/i/'i,"  as  exprcssid  in  the  said  note, 
or  his  liosscssiuiis  hcyiind  tlic  Missiiailipi,  as  expressfd  in  tlie  prO' 
posal.  A  iiroof  that  that  otVer  embraced  g  neraby  all  the  aom>n"0"» 
of  his  maiestv  in  America,  or  at  least  on  the  continent  "' ^"J" 
Americ.'is  tliegrtat  impottaiiee  attacb-d  in  toe  same  note  tot 
o:fer,  wliiLb  would  have  been  not  only  unimportant,  '^''!.  .  ".,  |.' 
and  of  no  vabie.  if  nppised  to  the  western  bank  of  the  MisMS3ip('n 
which,  iiide[)eiideiit  of  its  belrig  sufficiently  giidiMit  "^^  '5 
local  position,  had  Ween,  as  was  well  kno  vi  ,  in  February,  ^^^^i 
retfoceded  to  France  some  three  y  ■trrs  b^I'or( ;  and  that  .  ■'"  '  ^ 
roe  was  at  Paris,  or  op  his  way  thilher,  to  act|nirc  it  from  ''™  _' 
whose  sovereignty  was  already  ack-  owleuged  by  tbe  ^''''''  V^fJ 
It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  the  guarantee  i.lfered  '"""  I  „„. 
been  of  the  lerritoucs  on  theNuuh  American  contiueui)  win  i> 


XILES-  REGISTER-JANUARY  9,  1S19-RELATI0NS  WITH  SPAIN.     579 


Inr  to  bis  m»i\'stv,  to  the  westward  ol  the  Missis^nipi,  and  of 
Louisiana,  which  !io  lon^'e^  bf  loi>G:ed  to  Spain  nt  the  time  the 
said  oflVi-  was  inule;  ami  nothin,'!  so  eleaily  evinces  the  under- 
Btand'ns  of  die  United  Spates,  \n<\  of  Mr  Piiiekiiey,  as  the  v>ry 
eipressiuiis  employed  by  him  in  his  note,  to  prove  the  niaprmtmlH 
of  the  offer.  He  says:  "X  he  immense  iiiiportiince  of  tins  ofttr 
to  the  crown  of  Spain  merits  the  serious  consideration  of  his  nia- 
jesty  and  liis  rainist  rs,  when  we  reflect  that  no  mher  r.ation  can 
malieao  otter  so  hitrhly  iidvaniaxevjns:  it  is  one  which  tlie  U.'iited 
States  would  never  have  deciduil  on  making;,  hut  trom  a  conviction 
that  the  teniiories  thev  now  solicit  of-  Spam  an:  indispeisHO.y 
necessary  to  lli?m."  You  can  ind^e  how  fstcthtsi;  (Xpn-sMons 
were  applicahic  iu  February.  1P03.  to  the  guarantee  of  the  ri!?nt 
hank  of  the  Missbsippi,  which  no  longer  belonged  to  his  inav  sty 
since  1800,  which  was  n-trocedtd  to  Fiiuice,  and  the  aeqnisition 
of  which,  by  the  United  States,  w-.-.s  tiiea  m  soeiatiiii:  at  Paris,  by 
Air.  Monroe;  and  whetht  r  (heir  ohvimis  and  liier.-.S  :iv;ainr.!;,  a'jO 
thematcoitudeof  tlie  object  of  the  cruarantee.  couhl  be  applicaole 
to  any  ihini,'  olh,  r  than  that  of  all  theons-essioiis  of  his  majesty 
in  America,  or  at  least  of  tlie  doitiii:io!is  of  Spai  J  on  the  continent 
ofNorlJi  Anieviea,  westward  of  tlie  Mississippi,  in  exchange  for 
the  advantages  which  the  United  S(ates  conteniplated  on  d -riving 
by  the  purchase  of  the  two  Florie'iis,  or  at  Last  that  part  of  West 
Florida  King  ■jttwcen  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile.  Von  can- 
not,  therefore,  be  smpriZcd  that,  as  his  maj  -sty  is  now  deliber^iting 
on  a  general  adjustment  with  the  Amerienn  govtrmiiMd,  iucluding 
an  article  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  cede  the  two  Kloridas  to  thv 
United  States,  for  a  suitable  equivalent  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  lie'shoiild  advert  to  the  formal  ofT-r  of  a  guarantee 
made  bv  the  United  States,  for  this  spi  eia!  j)urpnse,  of  his  do 
miliiotis'and  possessions  beyond  the  Mississippi— that  is,  beyond 
tlie  western  line,  stipulated  in  the  satoe  genera!  adjustment,  as 
tluj  boundary  between  the  A.nericau  territories  r;nd  those  of  his 
majesty  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 


St.  neriiard;  and  under  the  impr;>ssi(.n  that  in  ypni"  note  of  the 
Pth  iiist  you  oiler  to  enter  into  otiieial  expluiiations  upon  thess 
sui'jeclji,  I  invite  you  in  the  name  of  unioti  and  good  iitideriianoing 
'■(  be  pleasrd  to  present  them  to  nie:  since,  although  I  consider  the 
communications  which  you  had  the  ijoodntss  to  make  me  in  your 
abovementinncd  note  as  important,  1  hilherto  conceive  them  to 
b-  only  verl^al  cnminunieati<>us,ri  suiting  front  the  intimation  you 
were  pleased  to  give  me.  1  therefiui:  hope  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  r<resent  its  co-itenis  in  a  more  liirmal  shape,  in  the  ex- 
peiotion  that  the  employment  of  )our  tahiits  and  gpod  wishes, 
coiibined  with  my  earnesi.  endeavors,  may  fuiully  terniiviati- toese 
j;:.infui  dispnttson  pi-frciples  miitiialiv  honoiahl.' uiiJ  saiisl.ioiory. 
I  avail  inysflf  of  tins  occasion  lo  renew  to  you  the  asso;anc«s 
of  iny  very  distinguished  consideration,  and  1  pray  God  to  pre- 
serve you  many  years. 

'  JOSE  PIZARUO. 


Mr,  Erving  to  Don  Jose  Pizi^To,  nt  Snrcrhn. 

Madrid,  .Inly  24,  1318. 
■SIR:— I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yest>rday  your  exei  llency'a 
note  of  the  9thinst.  relaying  to  mine  of  the  'nU  inst.  which  cnD- 
tains  soiTie  remarks  upin  Itie  propools  maiie  to  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment liy  Mr.  t'iujknoy  01.  tlietith  Feliruary,  1803,  and  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  your  note  iif  tluvSth  instant. 

I  declare  to  j  aur  excellency  that,  after  the  best  consideration 
which  I  was  able  to  give  to  those  proposals,  not  having  the  arebivej 
of  thi-  I  Ration  to  refer  to  aid  eorr.  ct  my  Jmlgnient  wherever  it 
might  err,  I  uks  eompelied  to  eonclnde  that  Mr.  Pioeiiuey  was 
at  'hat  time  niiinf.jvmcd  of  the  retrocession  of  Loo'isian.i  to  FranC« 
which  had  been  previously  made  by  Spiin;  o;i  this  hypotln'sis  I 
w  rote  to  you  o:i  the  9rh  insf.  and  it  will  explain  whatever  may 
1  appep.r  to  sou  incongruous  in  that  note.  It  was  not  possible  for 
I  me   otherwise  to  understand  the  oii'er  made    'jy  Mr.   I'ineknty, 

..,,,,..  - -  I  because  it  was  not  possi'oie  to  suppose  that  h  ■  had  b-en  au"iiori7,td 

In  consequence  of  the  aboveinentitiiied  note  of  Mr.  PincUney,  i,y  (j,;.  Auierici"  govtrniueiit.  or  that  it  liaf  ever  entered  into 
anil  the  communication  mad"  to  his  majesty's  g(iv>'rurnent  by  the  i,;,  ^,\v,i  i  nngtiiatio'i  to  guarantee  tlie  p  >S5  ssions  of  his  majesty 
government  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1893,!  to  the  westward  of  Louiiiana  on  both  .\iieric.in  coatine:its.  Or 
1  deem  it  necessary  further  to  rcuiark.  that,  in  180?,  nnarly  three  even  as  far  clown  as  the  Isthmus  of  J'aoaoia;  besides  that  sueh  » 
years  after  his  majesty  had  ceded  back  Louisiana  fo  FraT>ce,  and,  guarantee  wvs  beyond  the  (K)\ver  of  the  United  States,  anl.thire- 
whrn  Mr.  Monroe  was  about  concluding  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  I  foi-e,  not  svorth  the  acceptance  of  Spain:  he  m>-aot,  then,  what 
atParis.  with  thi  government  of  Bonaparte,  the  American  govern- '  yvi,,  within  the  reach  and  tompnti  ncy  of  the  United  States,  » 
mciit  admitted,  in  the  most  formal  mannet,  tliat  the  territory  guarantee  of  that  part  oi  Louiiiana  which  is  on  the  rig''r  bank  of 
situated  hftween  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile  lielong.'d  to  his  tt]^>  Mi,ssissippi;  this  is  made  still  mort-  eviilent  by  th.  words  lie 
Catholic  majisty,  and  formed  a  put  of  West  Floriil.i,  and  not  of  „s,  ,1  "beyond  thi  Mississippi:"  f<ir  in  the  other  supposition,  and 
Louisia'a,  as  it  has  since  been  wisle  d  to  i)e  supmis'-d,  his  majesty  i  i,a,)  he  been  aware  of  the  transf  r  of  Loui,iana  to  France,  hi-  would 
having  hern  violently  deprived  of  the  peaceful  possession  of  the  iiave  said  "vyoiid  Liuisi<ina."  Ajji.in,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
same  during  his  absence  from  these  kingdoms.  Yon  will  he  j  l,e  couhl  he  treating  for  (he  purchase  of  territory  on  the  left  bank 
plriis"d.  sir,  to  r-coliect,  that  whih'  f-'r,  Monroe  wis  negociating,  „f  tlif  Mississippi  \iithin  the  limits  of  lAinisiaoa.  when  lie  knew 
tiiH  purchase  of  L:i.;isi\iia.  at  P.aris.  in  laoo,  Mr.  Pinckney,  at  i  diai  tJip  v/ljule  iirouiice  had  [sassed  into  ihf  hands  of  Fratiee,  for 
Madri'!,  solem  dy  oiLr-.d  the  kir.g  <if  Snai'j  the  guarantee  of  his  whatever  claiois  Spain  may  yt-t  make  to  that  territory,  ir.  could^ 
dominions  beyond  the  Mlssissiopi.  in  :jse  iiis  ui:ij -sly  would  agriv  not  but  be  known  (o  Mr.  Piiickney  that  in  tact  it  w.-s  a  v^"''  "'' 
lasi-ll  to  the  Unitfd  St  'tes  nt  len'-t  Iht:  ti:nilny\i  lubi^  b-'nciyi  tlic^  Louisian.a.  The  eooilusion  which  I  have  made  is  stiii  further  anil 
M)ssi-m;)li'rm(lfhr  MiJulfJjdiin^iiPi^tuliinC-Ulii'liinirjrstii:  i'WV.y  '  mi^^  pHr(if>i!.>rlv  iijrced  upon  me  by  Mr.  Piiickney's  fourth  pro- 
WII.L  I'UUCIIXSK    THE  COUN' I  KY  RE  fVVKF.N  THE  RI-    ,,osa!,  v.liich  is  thu<: 

VERS  MISSISISIP!"!  AND  MOBILE,  nELONGING  TO  HIS;  .m,.  'K  neithr  of  these  propositioits  can  be  acceded  to.  they 
CATHOLIC  MA.IE3  TY.  It  is  ii-ipossibl-  nuire  explicitly  to  ae- 1  will  then  purehast-  certain  tracts  of  country  on  the  banks  of  the 
knuwirtlge  the  sovreigufy  of  his  maierty  over  ihat  ttrritorv,  in  ,  Mjssissijipi,  and  the  uther  rhicrs  pissliig  from  iheir  territory  into 
.idililion  to  the  Hcknowledgtinent  implied  by  Ihi-  very  <»ct  of  ap-  that  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  for  wliicli  tliey  will  l^^y,"  &e. 
plyii'.g  to  the  King  for  the  pincliase  uf  it,  since  no  one  purchasfs  What  certain  tracts  on  the  banks  of  liie  Mississippi  could  be 
hut  of  the  owner  of  the  ohjtef  wished  to  l)e  piircbasi;<!.  If  llie  purciiased  of  Spain  after  Louisiaii:'  had  hei-n  transferred  ir  l<"rMr.c-.' 
territory  in  question  bad  belonged  to  Frauce,  as  an  integral  part'  What  rivers  passnig  through  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
of  I.uiiisiana.  would  it  not  have  been  more  natural  that  Mr.  Moii-  >  went  into  those  of  his  majesty  ?  This  part  of  the  argument  it 
roe  shiiuhl  have  negociat-d  the  purchase  of  it  at  Paris,  where  he  confirmed  by  wliat  your  exc.lleney  says,  in  ynur  last  note,  to 
then  was,  than  that  Mr.  Pinekney  should  have  solicited  it  f>t  Madrid  ',  prove  to  me  that  Mr.  Pinckiiey  m.-ant  to  olf"  r  a  guiri'itce  of  all 
at  the  same  time?  His  maj  sly.  therefore,  taking  i>>to  cousidera- ;  his  majesty's  possessions:  you  observe  that  he  could  not  have 
tiou  the  important  fact,  that  Ids  right  of  ,^oveif-ig:ity  to  the  said  ter- 1  mewl  only  those  immediately  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
ritory  remains  unimpaired,  nntsvilhstaiiding  his  tieing dispossessed  I  for  that  "sneh  an  oif-r  had  been  not  onl)  miiajportant,  but  vain 
of  the  same  under  well  known  circumstances,  he  cannot  omit  to  ',  and  illusory  applied  to  the  west  hank,  which,  oesides  tc  ing  siif- 
deelare,  on  all  occasions,  that  it  never  has  been,  nor  will  be,  his  <  ficiently  .guaranteed  by  its  locality,  it  wa-i  iiiit:»-i.ms,  in  Ffbninnj. 
intention  to  relinquish  his  claim  to  his  rights  in  that  quarter;,  -iii':!, t/tct  it  fi':d  hcenfnr  three  t/ears,  then  /)axt^  irtrortfdcu  to  Frnnce." 
while  he  is,  at  the  same  time,    willing,   by   means  of  a  suitable  |  i  say,  then,  that  if' this  i)oti"ri;tv  bad  reached   Mr.  Pin.kn(!y,  he 


iitmngi-iiieiit  in  the  proposed  adjustment,  or  for  a  satisfactory 
iquival-iit,  to  cc,de  the  said  territory,  tog-.ther  with  the  rest  of  the 
Flnridas,  to  the  United  States,  as  well  from  a  desire  to  meet  their 
wishes,  as  from  a  conviction  of  its  importance  to  the  Americsn 
government,  as  was  formerly  stated  in  the  strongest  terms  by  Mr. 
Pinekney,  in  his  note,  just  referred  to. 

You  .^re  pleased  to  point  out  in  your  note,  as  a  mode  of  settling 
the  quesiioii  of  boundaries  more  certain  than  that  of  any  guarantee, 
the  cst'iMislioient  of  a  desart  of  thirty  leagues  between  t!ie  frontier 
of  Louisiana  and  that  of  the  Spanish  nossessions.  Altho'  his  ma- 
jesty has  a  due  respect  for  the  good  faith  and  strict  punetuallity 
of  the  American  government,  yet  he  does  not  pereeiveany  security 
preferable  to  the  guarantee;  nor  that  there  would  he  .any  difficulty, 
ill  connecting  the  one  with  the  other;  and  with  a  view  to  avoid 
disagreements  on  the  frontiers,  in  stipulating  the  estsblishinent 
of  such  a  desart,  provided  both  gov,;ri30ients  could  agree  on  the 
leqiuisite  measures  for  preventing  this  intermediary  desart  fiooi 
being  converted  into  a  rallying  point  for  advi-ntiirers  and  bpu.litii. 
where  they  might  exercise  their  pernicious  activit>  in  distorlMng 
the  peace  of  his  majesty's  dominions  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
Klates.  lint  the  principal  di'lienlty  still  subsists,  namely:  »hat. 
although  the  establisliment  of  this  desart  might  be  considered  ix- 
pediem,  yet  we  may  not  agree  on  the  exact  line  of  division,  keeping 
jn  view  ilie  rights  of  each  party  to  the  territory  wot  of  ihe  Missis- 
•ippi,  and  to  that  which  ought  to  a'ford  to  bis  m;)ji  sty  in  that 
quarter  an  equivalent  for  the  two  Floridus  wiiieh  are  projmsed 
lubectded  to  the  United  States  in  consideration  of  siuh  equivalent. 
It  I  rightly  comprehended  your  verbal  co.nmunioations  u'lativi- 
to  the  establishment  of  this  intermediary  desart,  I  persuade  my- 
telt  that  the  understanding  is,  that  the  tliirty  leagues  intended  lo 
■ecoiiiiu-eheiidediit  it  will  be  fixed  to  the  eastward  of  the  bay  of 


CMuld  not  have  mentioned  the  hanks  of  the  .Mississippi  as  'if  iong^ 
ing  to  his  majesty,  or  hav,;  spoken  of  tliat  auA  othc  r  rivers  from 
the  Unittd  States  passing  tlirougli  his  territory. 

The  opinion,  that  Mr.  Pinekney  meant  to  guarantee  all  the 
posse  ssions  of  Spain,  you  find  to  be  confruied  by  tli"  great  import- 
ance which  he  gives  to  that  ort'er,  in  the  words  which  yon  quote 
from  his  not.  ;  but  allow  me  lo  observe  thai,  llioogh  h.-  Intinded 
only  a  guarantee  of  that  part  of  Lonisi-ina  which  lie-s  wtsf.vifi 
1  of  the  Misslssijipi,  Ins  proposal  merits  all  the  i  n;)ortaoCe  ■vuleb 
h^  has  given  to  it.  Again  ,  how  couhl  he  pretend  co  oTer  to  such 
a  power  as  Spam  a  guarantee  of  htr  possessions  to  lie  w-st  "^'^'idof 
Louisiana,  knowing  (hat  the  territory  of  such  a  po,v>r  as  France 
inf.-rposed  between  the  Uniteil  Stales  and  the  possessii  lis  to  be 
guaranteed.  Such  a  proposal  had  been  preposterous  and  oJreii- 
sive. 

These  observations  render  it  nniijcessary  for  me  to  reply 
specially  to  the  inferences  which  your  t%ce'i.-nev  is  pl'-ased  to 
draw  in  favor  of  the  Spanish  pretension  to  E^^t  Kiori  l.i  from  »hi- 
orl'rs  made  by  Air.  Pinekney;  for  th,-3e  oTers,  e^'en  th.ni.gii  they 
h.id  not  origioa'.ed  in  to  acf|o,iintance  with  or  H  misappvebensio'i 
ol  the  then  stare  oi' affairs,  cannot  uov/  iinpugn  the  right,  or  affect 
tin  claiois  of  tlip  United  St.ites. 

Tlie  coiite.\t  of  Mr.  Piiickoey's  note  and  Dronosils  shows  tlwt 
lie  was  then  iineler  an  impression  that  his  ''aiiiolie  majesty  was 
yet  oiasfer  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floriilas;  h<.  s.ir-a'cs  of  the  li;tnks 
of  the  Mississippi  as  he  speaks  of  the  t'loijds,  and  etphilly  ac- 
knowledges the  sav^ereigHty  of  Ids  majesty  in  biih  tTritori'-s  '^^ 
proposin.g  to  purchase  in  both:  but  wlnitever  nny  have  bee.i  his 
iini>resvio'JS,  and  wlialever  v..iiie  might  h-lmig  lo  such  a  kind  of 
acknowl- dgein-in  whilst  Louisiana  was  iu  possessioi^  eifii'ianc?, 
these  became  of  uo  i  111  portance,  a  iter  the  province  u  as  tr.iiisferrcd 
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to  til'-  United  States,  for  the  claims  of  the  Unitod  States  do  not 
vi-st  npoii  theo)>inion8  of  Mr.  Piiickiiey,  but  on  tbs  transfi-r  made 
l>y  1-  r.oic''. 

1  lio  but  justice  tVien  to  the  good  fsiitii  of  tlje  Spanish  govpri;- 
Ditr'ut,  when  1  sn|)|(nie  that  it  declined  Mr.  Pinckney's  oIK'-rs, 
liecaiise  it  had  aheaily  disposed  of  the  couniiy  proposed  to  Im 
porciiased  a»  Well  asori!i;u  proposed  to  he  guaranteed;!  should 
»iot  do  justice  to  its  \inlitic:il  forecast  if  I  could  snppos'i  that, 
iieipg  fhesoverelpM  (if  F.  ist  I'Muiida,  it  had  declined  to  sell  it  for  a 
8easonah|>  tr(Uival 'iH  in  money  snperadd->d  to  a  gu^rjiitee  "im- 
mensely iinp'  rtant"  (as  Mr.  I'iuckney  well  says)  of  liia  majesty's 
leiiaiiiiiitf  poss'-ssionson  thatcontin  nt. 

AViili  respect  more  l>articiilar!y  to  th"  a;narantee,  whatever  might 
fmv:  he-M  the  ilispositimiol"  Mr.  PiMckuey,  or  even  of  the  Ameri- 
«iin  government,  at  the  epocii  ref  rn;d  to,  your  exc-lli  ncy  ni'ist 
i  e  s  n«ible,  t;iat  the  relative  state  wf  pns>i  ssioiis  is  at  this  tini';  so 
sltouether  dillevent,  that  no  motive  sufficiently  powerful  can  lie 
Juiaiil,  to  iiiducH  the  Unitfil  States  to  enter  into  any  similar  ohli- 
j:^;ion,as  to  any  portion  of  his  majesty's  territories  west  of  Louisi- 
tina. 

•ieferring  to  a  suRtrestion  ro.'ide  in  my  last  note,  as  well  as  in 
<jm'  two  pievioiK  cOulirrenc'S,  respecting  a  desart  of  30  leatrues, 
l>ftwcen  the  co  dines  ol' i,onisians  and  the  Spanish  posses-.ions, 
&s  a  fieti.  r  si-ciiriiy  th;in  a  fjnarantee,  your  excellr-niy  is  pleased 
to  i'lfor'ii  ni  ,  tliat  t!u>'  his  majesty  thinks  that  no  seturity  is 
Ittftfr  thai!  a  gu;:raiuee,  y."t,  lie  has  no  objection  that  the  one 
}<\t:\  sliunld  he  a.ided  to  tlve  ntliT;  and,  iliouy;h  the  principal  dil- 
fitult)  remains,  that  is  to  say,  wIiTe  this  d;  sart  shrill  be  esfblishtd, 
you-  ex..'e!lency  invites  me  to  put  my  suku 'sti<ui  in  ''"^  shape  of 
u  formal  proposal.  I  \i-k  ieav  to  remiiid  your  eicellejicy,  that, 
in  iijy  note  of  the  9th,  I  liav>'  sairf,  that  this  plan  of  adesavt  is  the 
only  kind  of  secnvilv  which  ocoms  to  rne.  It  was  not  tlien  iiiy 
inteniiop.,  noi-  i-an  it  b^-  now,  as  you  \vi!l  observe  by  what  is  above 
said.  t<i  ad  I  this  lo  any  otlK-r  kind  of  security;  nor  was  it  my  inten- 
tion to  offer  this,  hut  upon  the  siiiipositiou  that  his  nirijestj's  ^'o- 
verntnent  siiould  coiKent  to  th  •  Colorado  as  t!ie  western  liroit  ^f 
J.iaii'iiaHa;  nut  ilhu  itinti;,  bnt,ilia£  point  agreed  on.  we  slioiild  be 
s'j!.  to  arriuire  all  the  oiIhms  -vith  pr'-at  f.cility.  I  havi;  nohviita- 
tio.i  in  espieisinp;  myself  to  your  excellency, in  writing;,  .xpl.ciily 
and  frank!),  as  1  ha\e  alwns  done  in  conversaiion.  and  notbiuti 
wonM  nn>ke  me  so  happy,  as  to  unite  my  most  earliest  efforts  wim 
yonis,  directed  by  your  coiuiUatory  temnrr  and  superior  iii'elli- 
renc  ,  lo  briiig  to  aii  honorable  and  harmonious  conclu'-ion  the  dil- 
jer  nces  which  unhappily  exist  b'tween  our  two  countries. 

My  j^overniiient  will  never  consi 'it,  upon  any  consideration 
wliHtevi  r,  lo  jjiveany  guarantee  to  his  majesty,  of  any  part  of  his 
poss  vsions;  but  I  will  unileriake,  un  its  part,  to  stiiiulate,  that  a 
ilesart  shall  be  placed  between  his  possessions  and  those  of  the 
■United  States,  if,  by  that  means,  we  on  arrive  at  an  accord  with 
Veganl  to  the  we^teril  boundary,  as  wi  II  a«  "ii  ill  the  other  existing 
fluesi!on«;  atid  «h' never  yonr  xc  li-ney  will  iiifbrni  me.  tl. Jit  the 
Ji'nt  il?ioii  to  receive  any  iilnr  ^pecies  of  security  is  wilbdrawii, 
S  will  then  state  where  I  propose  that  this  desart  iliould  be  placed, 

I  r  nevi' to  youreiceli'-'iicy  asiur.iiices  of  my  very  distinguished 
cypsiJei'a'.iun. 

GEORGE  W.  EIIVIXG. 

Don  Jose  Piztino  to  Mr.  Erving. 
[tR\ns'  \rio?(.] 

SIRi— It  is  snni'  days  since  this  government  has  received  in- 
«llic;enee.  in  an  unndicial  way,  that  the  American  troops,  under 
irhe  oumrnand  of  g-nera!  laekjim,  bad  entered  his  majesty's  ter^ 
vitorj  in  the  Floridas  ami  staiifig  that  he  has  deiiiande<l  the  snr- 
lende,'  (d'  the  Spsnish  fort  of  St.  Marks,  at  Apalacbe,  the  feeble 
irar.ison  of  Viihich  is  said  to  have  been  surrendered  to  him  as 
Wrisoners  of  war.  Notwitli'^taniling  the  eirvumstantial  details  of 
*bis  intelligenc.;.  and  the  piiiliybdity  attached  to  them,  from  tlie 
ivcollectiun  of  wliat  took  pfiCe  in  1810,  in  Wist  Flmida,  to  the 
vvesiward  of  tlK-  I'-rdido,  and  more  recently  at  Amelia  Isiaml;  his 
invjist;-  could  not  persuade  liinis'lf,  that  at  the  very  lime  he  was 
8o  isealonsly  and  faithfully  proinoiinij,  as  must  \k  evident  to  you, 
»'ie  satisfactory  t:"'r:ninatio!i  of  ;he  negociations  pending  b.itween 
Jhe  two  governniei'ts.  the  g.  ueials  and  officers  of  the  United 
biatKij  v/onki  combict  thuiselvis  in  so  hostile  a  manner,  by  violat- 
tiip^anrt  attackiiii,',  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  the  territories  and 
establishmtnts  of  I  friendly  power. 

IJut  sulisequcnt  Confidential  advices,  wdiich  have  been  receive*), 
of  these  oeeurrences.iiot  only  '-onlirni  the  truth  of  former  reports, 
luit  present  Lireunistanei  so'  th'  most  serious  character,  respecting 
siie  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory,  the  capture  of  the  fiirt  of 
ht  Marks,  and  the  siirrnider  of  th*  garrison  (ix l>fi:iine"s  (rf'wdv; 
tin  ^hicli  particular  cireumstance  his  majesty  finds  liiniselt  under 
ilie  necessity  of  demanding  an  immediate  explanation  of  the  go- 
>  i-mment  of  the  Unued  States.  Iii'ormation  lias  also  ben  re- 
» t  ivid,  of  :>n  intooation  of  a  most  violent  nature,  made  to  the 
^ooimandanf  of  p  n,J:niila  by  gen.  .b'.ckson,  wlio  seems  to  have 
^!i';eii  an  atti'uile,  indicating  a  det^r  nidation  to  pursue  the  course 
{d  Ir.s  uiiprovokei'  violences  :!nd  aggrevsions. 

'fbe  contrast  presf  nt' d  by  the  moderate  and  friendly  conduct 
v'd"  the  Sp-iiiisli  govenioii-nt  with  tliat  of  the  Ameriiyn  generals 
find  ofiicers  intli:il  ijuarl' r,  liasixcited  feelings  of  th'  most  p.iiii- 
S'll  kind  in  tiir  mind  of  his  miijesiy;  and,  as  a  linal  ami  solid  ar- 
il g  nunt  can  only  be  prodnceil,  by  the  retipiocal  combination 
i,i  conciliatory  ili<;nositioiis  on  buili  sides,  and  as  iliese  ilisijusitions 
do  ii"t  appear,  fmin  a  view  of  the  (nets  .'.;,d  circuni.taiic-s  just 
ii'-iuded  to,  to  be  inanif'sted  by  the  Unit-d  Stales,  I  haie  received 
Ins  nu^jrati's  comiiiamU  lo  make  this  frank  commiiniealion  to  yen, 
jii  onler  that  your  answenuay  serve  fiir  his  government  upon  the 
puitt'  r  ill  f]'V  s'.ioii, 

'I'he  kins    nevertheless,  entertains  the  hope,  tint  the  American 
^nVWVUUieijt,  acm^ted  by  Ihuse  pvinuiple*  of  jusuc,  v.iiick   cjii 


stitutetlie  only  real  and  solid  support  of  all  governmentswill  not 
hesitate  to  disapprove  proceedings,  wbieli  are  not  only  repugnant 
to  the  laus  of  nations,  and  the  principles  which  regnUte  the  con< 
duct  of  al!  civilized  powers,  but,  by  the  experience  of  all  ages,  not 
excaiiting  our  own.  ultimately  produce  the  most  serious  evilj  to 
those  whicli  coniniit  thejn,  or  tolerate  tlitir  commission.  Hism», 
lesty  tlierctbre  flatters  himself,  that  the  government  of  the  Unitrf 
States,  anxious  to  preserve  its  just  reputation  for  good  faith,  will 
in  giving  positive  ordtrs  for  the  evacuation,  by  the  Ameriinn 
troops,  of  the  for;  tf  St.  Marks,  and  the  whole  Spanish  lerriiorv 
likewise  take  •. tf^cKial  measures  to  prevent  the  ivimrrciice  if 
similar  proc,;edings,  which,  if  authorized  and  cjiuntenauccd,nuui 
ineviiably  produce  a  suspension  of  all  negociatious. 

Under  this  impression,  I  have  to  request,  that,  if  you  are  ai), 
tborized  to  give  any  explanation  upon  those  occurrences,  you 
will  communicate  them  to  me  for  his  majesty's  information; and 
in  case  you  are  not,  that  yon  will  have  tiie  goodness  to  transmit 
this  eoiMinuiiicatiou  to  your  government,  in  order  to  obtain  m 
answer  v/hioli  may  fix  his  majesty's  ideas  iii>on  a  subject  ntsticli 
liigli  importance,  and  direct  his  views  in  relation  lo  the  definitive 
negiicialion  now  carrying  on,  the  prosecution  of  which  must,  iti 
one  wiiy  or  another,  be  d,ci=.ively  inllueucd  by  the  spirit  iu  wbicli 
these  events  are  viewed  by  the  American  government. 

I  rtiteiaie  to  you,slr,  the  assuranc  s  of  my  distinguished  rfsptHS; 
and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  pizAiiag.' 

Sacedon,  2(5th  July,  181S. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Dun  Jose  Pizarro. 

Madrid,  .Tuly  27,  1S18, 

''TR:— I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  iiott 
of  the  22d  inst.  er.elosing  an  entire  copy  of -Mr.  Pinckney's  In'. 
ter  of  February  7,  lliO.T,  adverted  to  and  inlMided  it  have  li-cii 
trunsniiiied  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  19th  inst.  on  reading  that 
letter,  I  remain  confirnied  in  the  opinion  which  1  expressi-d  to 
you  ill  my  reply  of  ili  -  2Jth  inst  that  Mr.  Pinckney  could  tint 
have  been  aware,  when  he  wrote  it,  of  the  retrocession  to  Kram* 
which  had  been  made  by  Spain.  The  manner  in  winch  hetreais 
of  the  iniscoiidutt  of  the  intendant  at  New-Orleans,  and  of  tlie 
ntcosity  tlicnet;  arising  of  the  United  States  acquiring  a  perinan. 
ent  (stalilislinienton  tin;  Mississippi,  leave  not  a  possibilitv  of  siip. 
posing  that  he  was  acquainted  ^^ith  the  transfer  to  Franci-.- 
livideiitly,  according  to  his  understanding,  New-Oi  leans  belonged 
to  Spain:  he  of  cours;  considered  Louisiana  as  belonging  to  Spain 
—hence  his  prupos.d  to  purchase  c.rtaiu  tracts  of  that  colony,  on 
tbe.east  ba.ik  of  tlir  Mississippi.  And  il  such  a  virtual  reiogniaiion 
ol  thesuvereigiity  of  Spain  at  that  time,  in  Kast  Florida,  toiiniltsl 
on  an  aLqiiaintance  with  f  :cts,  could  be  worth  any  thing,  it  were 
equally  guod  as  regards  New-Orleans,  respecting  which.  iiiJetd, 
it  was  more  formal;  for  there  he  demanded  the  intf  rpiisition  of 
the  sovci-irigu  authority,  to  remedy  an  evil  arising  out  of  the  inis- 
ciuUnct  of  the  iuiendaut. 

1  tKiiew,  twc.  GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

Mr.  Erving  to  Don  Jose  Piznrro. 

Madrid,  July  28,  1818. 
SIR:— I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  i  xeelleiicy's  note 
of  the  2blh  inst.  stating  the  unofficial  and  confidential  in(orin»- 
tioii  which  has  o..en  given  to  this  govirnnieut  respecting  ilie  con- 
duct of  general  Jackson  in  Florida.  Ueing  now  for  a  long  time 
without  advie,  s  from  my  government,  I  am  wholly  unable  logi»e 
the  explanations  which  your  requiiv,  but  shall  not  fail,  in  piirsii- 
ante  to  yonr  desire,  to  transmit  to  the  United  States,  withimt  lo»! 
of  time,  a  i.opy  of  your  (.oinmunicatiun.  In  the  meanwhile,  if 
your  excellency  can  s-,  any  prospect  of  terminating,  by  a  IViendly 
arrangement,  to  be  made  either  here  or  at  Washington,  th<f  ne- 
gociatious pending  between  the  two  goveriinieiit.s,  1  trust  that 
these  re|inrts  tail  be  no  obsiacl',.'  to  its  success;  it  ougbl  to  be 
presumed  that  my  gov;  rumeiit,  whose  just  sentiments  his  majr'st)' 
is  well  persuaded  of,  has  acted  on  sufiicient  motives;  or  thai,  if  its 
ciltieers  hsve  transgressed  its  orifrs,  their  conduct  will  be  disap- 
proved of.  The  ouirages  and  violences  practis.d  on  the  persons 
and  property  ot  Anieriean  citizens  for  many  y.-ars  liast.by  gO' 
vernors  and  other  otTicers  of  his  majesty,  in  his  American  colonies 
ill  confnipt  of  the  rights  of  individuals,  of  tht  law  of  nations,  and 
the  existing  treaty,  have  excited  the  constant  r.clamations  uf  the 
American  government,  ternwcd  Ivy  nie  in  a  not'-  to  you  as  late  «! 
tiM  f-'tli  inst.  Does  your  excelleiicj's  reply  to  that  note  give  tlic 
salisliietion  required  .'  Yet  the  moderation  and  conciliatory  polity 
ot  my  governmeni  has  never  rel.nqnisbtd  the  hope  u(  oli:ii»iiigi 
tiy  cuiicili.it.iry  means,  a  iviiarniiiin  oi  the  wroi.gs  which  it  tiai 
snttered;  and  these  have  never  b-eii  taken  as  a  ground  lor  sm- 
pending  negoeiation.  However,  then,  the  facts  now  in  question, 
nirtj  prnve  to  have  been,  I  hope-  iliat  they  will  nut  be  niad-- an 
impediment  to  such  an  amicable  and  prooipi  adjustment  of  all 
tin  points  in  discussion  beiw  en  the  i«o  cnnnirii  s.  as  may  reniove 
all  pessihiliiy  of  future  eoilision,  and  lay  the  foundatiiin  id  per. 
manent  triendslnp:  and  llie  I- ss  an  impediment,  as  bis  ni:ij''"!' 
haung  long  since  siginli^d  bis  disposition  to  cede  Klnri'la  In  ll" 
Uiiitnl  Slates,  the  niiliiar\'  oprratioiis  wl.dch  the  \jiiiled  States 
may  U-  tiirced  to,  in  the  war  made  on  them  by  tie.-  sai/igcs  ann 
olliers.  (i-iiiii  that  t'-rrilor\,  cannot  be  eonsliU  red  impnriaiit,  ai 
ali'cctiiig  Ike  permanent  interes;*  of  S;>ain.     I  r'  nett.  >s:c. 

GEO.   vV.  liltVlNG. 

•rn.«N.SLAT10X. 

Don  Jore  P/xin-ro  to  Mr.  Ervin;;. 

SIR— I  have  received  yuur  fsieem^d   note    under  date  of  die 

2Stli  of  the  last  moiitli,  in  reply  to  mine  of  thr  2()tli  ot  the  same 

nnmtli.  touching  the  pnsiiive,  ajiboiigh  ns  >et  nindficiaJ  intoiiii'''' 

:iulij  which  Ibis  govet.inuut  lias,  r>.s;>ecliH5i  ilic  vnlr.iiicc  ui  die 
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American  army  iiniler  the  command  of  genefal  Jackson,  into  tlie 
Spanish  territciry,  anil  tlie  taking  of  llie  fort  of  St.  Marks  and  its 
garrison  as  iirisoners  of  war;  with  other  cireu instances  us  disagree- 
able as  they  arc^  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations. 

You  are  (lUaitJ  to  make  known  to  me,  that  you  want  infurma- 
tion  anil  instructions  fro  n  yonr  government  on  this  affair,  and 
eonseqiienily  that  you  are  not  in  a  situation  to  give  loe  the  ex- 
planations which  his  majesty  nnglit  desire:  but  I  promise  mysell 
from  yonr  fr«ot\  faith,  that  you  will  not  fail  without  loss  of  time, 
to  communicate  the  contents  ot  my  note  to  your  government 
that  this  new  and  un-xpected  obstacle  which  presents  itsell  'o 
thecourse  of  the  pending  iiegociaiion,  may  he  removed.  Led  no 
doubt,  liy  the  same  desire  which  animates  me,  to  arrive  at  the 
wished  for  arrangf-ment,  \i'u  have  believetl  that  there  could  be 
no  iliilieuliy  in  the  eontiiuiation  of  the  pending  ii.  jjciations, 
whatever  miiy  have  be^n  the  nature  of  the  occurrences  in  the 
rioridas;  and  in  support  o'this  opinion,  you  are  pleased  to  add, 
that  inasmuch  as  tlie  n(e;ociation  was  not  interrupted,  in  coiis.- 
queneo  ol'  any  of  the  aeis  committed  in  former  times  by  the 
tJlianlsh  authorities  against  the  property  and  persons  of  Ainer.can 
eilizens.  so  neither  ought  it  to  be  suspended  in  this  case,  on  ac- 
•count  of  the  aforesaid  events,  of  wliarever  natiu-e  they  may  have 
been,  But  I  ask  you  to  consider  what  an  immense  diiter'-nce 
there  is  lietweeii  the  two  cases.  Partial  violence,  or  injnslice,  it 
it  did  take  place  against  one  or  more  individuals  and  their  pio- 
jicrty,  although  it  mav  indirectly  fall  upon  and  touch  the  govern- 
ment to  which  they  bi  long,  ami"  authorize  it  to  set  up  claims  and 
even  to  ask  indemnity;  it  is  not  in  any  manner  equal  to  the  direct 
elFelice  which  is  odered  to  the  majesty  of  a  Sovereign  and  that  ut 
the  nation  he  governs,  wlun  hi*  territory  is  invaded  by  an  aroied 
force,his  fortitied  towns  are  lle^iegcd  and  taken,  and  their  garrison 
made  prisoners  of  war.  Tliesif  acts  essentially  hostile,  do  not 
admit  of  any  other  explanation,  than  the  ilisaiiprobatioii  ot  the 
conduct  of  the  military  chief  who  has  committed  them,  and  the 
evacuation  of  tlie  invaded  teriitoi};  and  unless  this  is  first  done, 
it  is  incompatible  will)  decorum  anil  the  dignity  of  the  otfeiided 
nation  to  continue  otSier  negociations,  for  these  are  acts  of 
political  frisndsliip,  which  must  )>ectssarily,  at  least,  be  very 
much  cooleil  by  the  aforesaid  excesses  until  the  governmeiits 
tame  to  an  undertsauding  upon  a  point  which  is  preliminary  to 
friendship. 

If  the  United  Stat's  have  continued  the  negociations,  notwith- 
slandinganv  partieiiiir  acts  of  violence  which  may  have  occuiid, 
and  (orwlnihthe  king  has  nevt  r  refused  to  make  satisfaction  by 
legitimate  means;  Spuin  has  given  no  less  prooJs  id' moderation 
oil  her  part,  by  continuing  the  negoeiations,  notwithstanding  tlit 
invasion  of  West  Florida  in  1810,  ot  the  Island  of  Amelia  more  re- 
cently, and  the  immense  damages  which  the  cotnmerce  and  th;: 
subjects  of  Spain  have  sustained  inconsequence  of  the  armaments 
made  in  I'.e  ports  of  the  United  States  in  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  nations  and  the  existinglreaty.  Without  renouncing  (lor 
his  majesty  never  can  renounce)  the  just  claims  and  rights  which 
he  holds  til  be  manifst,  on    these  points,  lie  has   continued  the 


guarantee  ot  his  majesty's  possessions,  formally  offered  by  Mr. 
Pinckney,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
their  behalf,  in  the  event  of  his  majesty's  agreeing  to  sell  or  cede, 
in  any  otiier  manner,  to  the  Unitetl  States,  the  two  Flofidas,  or 
that  part  of  West  Florida,  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Mobile.  k 

The  said  cession  being  one  of  the  objects  of  the  pending  ne- 
gociation  which  his  majesty  contemplated  making  to  the  United 
States,  in  consideration  of  a  just  equivalent,  it  was  very  natural 
that  he  should  recur  to  the  offir  made  to  him  by  the  American 
government  in  this  contingency,  the  accomplishment  of  which 
would  tend  to  remove  many  difficulties,  as  affording  an  unequi- 
vocal proof  that  the  United  States  still  preserved  those  concilia- 
tory dispositions  which  had  produced  that  spontaneous  offer  on 
the  part  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  wholly  unsolieittd  by  his  ma- 
jesty. 

In  replying  to  your  note,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  yoti 
by  engaging  in  a  discussion  of  the  opinion  von  have  advanced, 
that  the  guarantee  offered,  applied  only  to  West  Louisiana;  and 
I  shall  nieivly  recal  to  your  attention,  that  in  the  year  1803, 
when  more  than  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  retrocession 
of  Louisiana  to  France,  this  fact  was  so  universally  known,  that 
no  one.  either  in  Europe  or  Aimtica,  could  be  ignorant  of  it.  In 
addition  to  the  treaty  of  1800,  a  public  and  solemn  act  had  heeii 
issued,  itnrler  .he  sign-manual  of  his  majesty,  in  1802,  for  the 
delivery  of  the  colony  to  France.  .\ll  the  acts  and  publications 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  year,  ISOii,  and 
the  commencement  of  1803,  were  full  of  the  same  snliject;  and  the  • 
arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  Kiiro|)e,  lor  the  purpose  of  pnrchasiiifj 
the  cwlouy  of  the  Frencli  government,  was  a  matter  of  notoriety. 
How,  then,  could  a  public  character,  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, be  ignorant  of  a  fact,  constantly  referred  to  in  tlio  cin'res- 
pondence  of  his  government,  and  familiar  to  every  one,  evea 
moderately  conversant  with  politics,  who  would  read  the  gazettes 
of  the  day. 

It  is  therefere  bejond  a  doubt,  that  Mr.  Pinckney  knew  thst 
Louisiana  belongd  to  France,  and  that  tin  guarantee  offered  by 
him  to  his  majesty,  was  that  of  his  possessions  on  lb"  continent 
of  North  America,  heyond  the  Mississippi,  or.  to  the  westward  of 
Luoisiana;  a  guarantee  the  more  interesting  at  t'lat  period,  as  the 
establishment  on  that  cimiinent  of  a  great  power,  like  that  of 
France,  was  the  motive  which  appeared  to  give  great-r  importance 
to  the  acquisition  of  the  FInridasby  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
guarantee  offered  to  Spain  as  part  of  their  purchase  of  thsm. 

The  contradiction  which  you  conceive  exists  betwein  this  cx^ 
planatiun,  and  the  terms  employed  in  IMr.  Pinckney's  offer,  is, 
in  my  judgment,  entirely  without  foundation.  All  yuurdifiiculiy 
consists  in  the  enquiry,  what  were  the  places  on  the  Mississippi 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  might  demand  of  Spain,  which  did  not  form 
part  of  Louisiana  .'  Or  what  was  point  d  out  I'y  him  in  the  phrase 
"certain  tracts  of  country  on  the  hanks  of  t'le  Mississippi,"  &c. 
To  which  I  reply,  that  they  were  Manshf>k,  B.iton  Rouge,  and  the 
wh  de  left  bunk  of  the  river,  from  Manshak  to  the  river  Iberville, 


negofiation,  altlioug'i  prompt  justice  In^s  not  been  done  to  liini    which  communicates  with  the  lakes  Mainvpas,  Ponchartrain  and 


on"  them— because  th.;  circumstances  under  which  some  of  them 
tfiok  place,  mav  without  committing,  in  any  great  degree,  the 
dignity  of  his  august  character,  give  room  to  hope  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  whole  of  them,  in  the  final  decision  of  pending  affairs. 
It  is  iu)t  so,  with  tlie  recent  aggression,  which  took  place  in  the 
inidst  of  peace  and  of  negociation;  it  was  unprovoked,  and  was 
committed  upon  a  territory  to  which  the  United  States  have  never 
»et  up  the  least  pretension,  well  or  ill  founded;  and  was  the  act 
of  a  coiisiiler:ible  corps  of  the  Hriu),  which,  with  ail  tli 'apparatus 
of  war,  proceeded  to  besiege  the  ibrts  and  to  make  prisoners  of 
their  small  garrisons,  who  in  the  confidence  of  peace  could  only 
have  been  suspicious  of  an  attack  from  some  party  of  savage  lii- 
i^ians. 

The  circumstance  of  his  majesty's  hnving  offered  to  the  United 
States  to  exchange  the  Flundas  liir  reaionable  a  equivalent,  far 
liom  exculpating  the  irregular  conduct  of  general  Jackson,  as 
wii  sup|)0se,  contributes  to  aggravate  it  beyond  measure,  because 
it  is  the  height  of  violence  and  of  insult  to  sieze  by  force  the  very 
thing  which  by  legal  and  honorable  means  through  an  exchmige 
mutually  benchcial.  might  have  been  promptly  and  eaiiilj-  obtained. 
His  majesty  hopes,  then,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
on  Seeing  the  representation  made  to  you  by  me.  and  that  which 
will  have  been  likewise  made  by  his  minister  in  Washington,  will 
disapprove  the  conduct  of  gen.  .lackson,  and  give  orders  (or  the 
cvaiuatiiiii  of  the  Spanish  territory;  not  only  because  the  dignity 
'if  the  king,  and  the  laws  of  nations  require  it;  but  on  account 
of  the  interest  which  the  American  government  must  feel  in 
sustaining  before  the  world,  the  opinion  of  its  good  laith,  by  jire 


Bol•glll^  You  likewise  inquire,  wlmt  were  the  rivers  which  rise 
in  the  United  States,  and  run  throogii  the  Spanish  lerritorj  !  I 
reply  that  Mr.  Pinckney  pointed  out,  or  to  speak  more  propcsrly, 
expressly  named  all  those  between  the  Mississinpi  and  the  Mobile, 
wliich  rise  beyond  the  3 1st  degree,  and  einpi>  into  the  Giiif  of 
Mexico,  viz.  the  Amite,  the  Pearl,  the  Pascagonla.  and  the  Mobile 
itself,  together  with  other  smaller  interinedi  ary  striam.s.  The  ter- 
ritory wateretl  by  them  was  that  which  Mr.  Pinckney  wished  t» 
purchase  of  Spain,  at  the  titne  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  mgociating 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  at  Paris.  This  was  and  is  the  territory, 
tiirniing  part  of  West  Florids,  as  admitted  by  Mr.  Piiukney;it  is 
that  which  is  expressly  declared,  by  the  American  geographer, 
Mr.  Ellicot,  to  belong  to  hit  Ciithiilic  majesty  rifler  t/ic  mfjuUitiun 
of  Louisiana  bij  the  United  States;  and  it  is  that  which  Sp'iin  con- 
tinued in  possession  of,  even  after  the  delivery  of  L  inisiaoa  t« 
France  and  to  the  United  Slates,  iinlll  she  was  violently  riispossisstd 
of  it  in  1310,  during  his  majesty's  absence. 

What  is  stated  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Intendant  at  New-Orleans,  by  no  means  jiros  i  s  that 
that  minister  understood  that  Louisiana  was  still  to  continue  in 
the  possession  of  Spain,  as  it  merely  referred  to  ii  fact  connected 
with  the  actual  posse.ssioiiand  i.'xerciseof  jiirisHiction  which  Spi;in 
still  preserved,  so  long  as  the  delivery  of  the  colony  to  France,  v.as 
not  actually  carried  into  execution. 

These  points  being  established  in  relation  to  the  aforementioned 
guarantee,  its  object  and  circumstances,  his  majesty's  attention 
lias  necessarily  bctii  called  to  the  positive  certainty  whidi  you  ap- 
pear to  lay  down  in  your  answer,  that  the  United  States  will  not 


»':rving  without  a  stain  that  reputation,  wliich  is   as  esicniial  to  I  agree  to  any  kind  of  guarantee,  notwithstanding  the  offer  abov 
g(iv,-rinHents,  as  to  iniiividuals.  I  referred  to;  and  to  the  demand   yon    seem   to  advance',  as  a  pn  - 

Whilst  this  Iiojie  lasts,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  continue  1  limiiiary  condition  of  yourslating  your  ideas  on  the  tstablislinieiit 
discussions  with   you  upon   all,  or  any  one  of  the  points   of  the  '  of  the  iutermediary  desart,  or  neutral  territory,  between  the   pos- 


pending  ii-goeiatioii,  as  1  have  iu<licated  in  my  olin  r  note  under 
tills  date:  but  if  the  American  g'iverninent,on  being  infiu'iiied  as 
to  ilie  conduct  of  gen.  Jicksoo  in  Florida,  should  not  disapprove 
It,  by  causing  the  territory  ot'  his  niuj,-sty  to  be  evacnateil,  I  do 
not  See  by  wlnit  moile  the  prior  and  preliminary  naliire  of  this 
new  oiciuniice  can  be  conciliated  with  further  discussions  and 
I'egiiciiUluiis,  until  that  incident  is  leriniiiaied  in  a  manner  pro- 
P'r  :iii(|  corre4puudii:g  with  the  cliaractir  and  dignity  of  both  go- 
VeriKiients. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assuranceofiny  distinguished  consideration, 
**<••  JOsE  PIZAKRO. 

Palace,  August  6th,  1818. 


you 


„  Don  Jiisc  I'lrarro  la  Mr    En<ing 

Sin— In  yonr  two  esre;iii,  il  iiuu  s  of  the  24th  and  27lh  ultimo. 


sessions  of  the  two  countries — that  his  majesty  shall  renounce  ail 
further  pretensions  in  relation  to  the  said  guarantee. 

iheoffer  of  it,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  repeatedly  to  state,  bal- 
ing been  voluntarily  made  on  the  p.nit  of  the  United  States,  i.i 
cont.niplaiion  of  an  event  now  under  consideration;  and  it  being 
one  of  the  means  best  calculated  to  promote  a  final  adjustment. 
his  majesty  has  also  charged  his  minister  in  the  United  States  to 
iiegociHte  with  thtir  goviinnient  n|joii  that  point.  Jl,  tlieivfoiv-, 
appears  to  he  unreasonable  to  give  up  this  pretension.  « l.ich  yon 
seem  to  reqniri,  to  enable  you  to  explain  yourself  upon  oilier 
points  wholly  iinconnectrd  with  it.  And.  iis  I  have  not  ixpr-  ssed  to 
you  that  the  said  giiaramee  is  to  be  a  condition,  shie  '/un  riuii,  of 
tiie  definitive  arratnf,  on  nt,  allhongli  your  goveriiiiient  objects  to 
it,  I  do  not  at  present  see  any  inconvi-niiiice  to  your  explaining 
yourself  at  once  uponoiliir  (ioints.  as  I  have  already  invited  you 


Were   pleas,  ,1  to  r.rp!y  to  n.jiit'  o|"  the  I'Jlh,  relative  TO  ihii  llodu  i:i  ni;,   ue:euf  liic  i'.'iii  uit.  without  prejudice  to  wlu^  n:.iy  be 
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aiji"  "  1  ii;ioit  ^i  tweer  iloii  Luis  dp  Onis  and  tlie  Aniprican  pnvern- 
ineiit,  :is  well  i:i  rtsticct  to  the  said  guarantee  as  to  the  otlitr  ob- 
jtc-ts  oCt'i!-  nct;i)ciatioii. 

I  p(  i-suad"-  iiiy«('lt'tbat  in  the  present  communication,  as  w^■ll  as 
in  th(.s<  wiiifli  bav'  lutcrdtd  il,  you  will  tlisi-ivci-  llcsli  pmois  of 
lii«  majesty's tlcsiic  to  ronchide  an  arianseir.i.)it  upon  )i  iiiis  iiiulii- 
ally  satisfacicty;  and  I  seize  tliis  opportiiiiiiy  of  renewing  to  you 
the  asbuiances  of  my  dislingui^-lied  respect.  1  pray  God  to  preserve 
joti  msuv  ye»rs.  JOSE  PIZARRO. 

Palaee,'  6tli  ot  August,  1818. 

Mr,  Erviiig  to  Don  Jose  Pizarre. 

Madrid,  August  9,  1S18. 

SIK— On  tliF  evening  of  the  7ili  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
esct'll.DCi 's  two  notes  of  tlie  6lli  inst. 

It  is  11  )t  ni;  intention  to  call  ill  question  tlie  importance  of  those 
cJreunistaiicr's  wliioii  you  fnuiiierate  as  of  a  nature  to  have  ren- 
dered UTiiversally  nit'irious,  in  1803,  tlie  ct-ssion  of  Lutiiniana  to 
Fra-'Cf- in  )300;  hot  not  liavin(!;iii  my  liar"I<  tlie  eorrespoiulenec  of 
!Mr.  Pir.(!;!i(y  \viti|  tile  govi nin.  vt  of  the  United  Statt-s,  from 
which  I  niit',ht  be  ible  to  nsccrtain  what,  knowledp-:-  he  may  have 
liaii  ("•  ti.e  sui'ject— to  what  extent  and  to  what  j  i-riod  Ii-  was  in- 
stroi-tctl  rflstive  to  the  proposals  whirh  he  niaJ '  to  Mr.  Cevallos, 
I  bav  -  b  •!!  foreil  to  eunelude  that  such  notoriety  had  rot  r  'ao!u<l 
him,  ( rr  that  lie  w»s  not  aware  of  the  tiuc  houn(lari<\«  of  Louisi^dia. 
It  Msy  bav:-  ltt>-ii,  also,  that,  n']t\«'ithst;)ndioi;  tjie  '•  aiy  of  1^00, 
and  iiotwiilistanrtiiiK  the  royal  c-dola  of  1802,  tli»t  tni'istfr  may 
have  ilouStc-d  in  1R03  ot  the  bona  fiiie  transfer  to  Fraiici-,  s,  ling 
that  the  coloiy  ihi  n  still  rtinained  ui^der  t'e-  p  vernmtnt  of  oi)aiii. 
It  i-:  o:ily  hy  such  siippositinns  that  1  can  aceoiinl  tor  bis  [ooposint; 
to  piiic-liHse  <d\S|)aiii,  territories  vhieli  ha'i  been  e-did  to  i-'rance, 
and  to  '-■iSi-antfe  territories  III' his  Catbolie  iiinje.vty  rdi  thevrsi  of 
the  .Mi'-siisi;);>i— which  could  In-  no  other  than  Lciui>>iaiia— it  not 
beioH"  niivsi'ule  for  n  ■  to  ioiairine  that  he  intf-niled  any  country 
beycn.d  L'luiii.oia,  nuich  less  all  the  vast  cnhniies  of  S|jain. 

1  hepf  yoiin  xcellency  to  o'isrrvelhat  it  no  wb  reappears  in  Mr. 
Vim  briry's  cemmntnention,  that  the  acquisiticni  rnade  b;  France 
had  trivi  .1.  ris  50U  eoc.jectore.  impoi'taiice,  in  ib-niind  of  that  mi- 
nister, to  the  acquiiitioo  s.niiflit  for  by  (he  United  Slates;  mi  the 
fontiMiy,  he  is  very  explieii  in  the  motives  which  he  a^sic:ns  for 
his  oiJ'i  r:  thes-  arose  out  of  the  niiseoiuUict  of  the   lottndant  at 


sideration  at  this  day,  under  a  total  chanije  of  circumstancs;  anij 
of  relative  possessioii  i<i  the  territories  whieli  were  then  the  sub. 
jtct  of  iiejjociation. 

Your  excellency  seems  surprised  at  the  confidence  with  which 
I  assure  you  tiiat  the  fnited  Slates  will  not  e^ive  any  gnarantieof 
any  part  of  liii  majesty's  ixjssessions.  I  htg  yosir  ixe<  lleiiey  to  he 
persuaded  that  I  have  Hot  spoken  at  hazard.  I  am  perft-ciiy  cer- 
tain that  no  suL-li  guarantee  will  be  given  upon  any  consideration 
wliatever;ani!,  therefore,  nothing  was  more  reasonable  than  that, 
in  treating  with  you,  I  should  pretend  to  have  it  altogether  ex- 
eluded  IVuin  cur  view.  In  the  present  state  of  the  negociaiioii, 
alter  it  has  been  repeatedly  transferred  jsiid  re-transferrtd  fn.ni 
Madrid  to  V/ashin^ton,  it  were,  ou  my  parf,  worse  than  a  wane 
of  time,  to  enconr^g^  a  discussion  on  an  ariitl?  which  1  knew  m 
111,  in  any  form,  inadmissible;  it  would  bea  procrastinatinn  aliiinU 
criminal,  i.:  this  most  pressing  and  difficult  crisis  of  our  8ffairj;rur 
would  it  comport  with  the  sincerity  which  has  marktd  all  my  com- 
nmriications  with  your  excellency,  since, as  no  reason  for  takiiig 
the  gnarantecinto  consideration,  in  the  year  1S18,  can  be  deriv- 
e<l  from  what  the  minister  of  the  United  Sliites  proposed  in  the 
year  1803,  even  "voluntarily,"  in  "the  mostjdain  terms,"  or  by  the 
express  orders  of  hri  government;  such  a  course,  far  from  fsii- 
liti.lit  g  a  general  arrangemoit,  as  you  have  supjiosed,  could  but 
r  tard  it.  and  migb.t  possibly  so  retard  if  as  to  be-  fatal  to  it.  Your 
exceilencT  onclii  then  Ut  conclude,  that  the  answer  wlich  will 
begiveiitii  hi^  majesty's  mi  nistcron  this  point  will, in  snlistalice 
cimroroi  in  th.at,  which  I  have  giveie,  and  ;inee,  asyou  itjhirni  rue, 
tie;  ?,uaran;ee  is  not  made  a  si)i."  f/iiti  nun  by  his  majesty's guvtni- 
ment,  I  trust  that  it  w  ill  be  altogether  put  aside. 

Your  e\ecllenc>'s  other  note  respecting  the  conduct  of  general 
.lackson  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit  to  my  gov.rf.ment.  togtilier 
with  your  note  of  Si'mIi  .Inly  on  the  same  subject'  though  I  sliuuM 
allow  all  li.reeto  tbedisiinction  which  your  excellency  makes he- 
twecnthis  case  and  those  acts  of  his  iiiaKsty's  vice  roys  and  othtt 
ofiicersin  Ameriea,  of  which  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  ciii/.ein  have  had  such  frequent  reason  to  coinplaiii,  anil 
tlinugh  it  should  not  be  allowed  that  an  accnmulalinii  of  sucli 
wnmgs  make  a  case  as  strong  as  can  be  staled— yet  it  vvnulil '.ill- 
tieeloshew  thai  amoufst  the  acts  ref-rred  to,  could  be  found  at 
any  time  pr.tex's  forhr.akiiig  offnegociation,  and  this  would  ntit 
l»c  diflietili;  the  mod' ration  and  ce-nciliat'O-y  policy  ot  the  Aninn- 
!  can  Rivernment  lias  been  put  to  the  sevi  rest  trials;  but  fat  tiuoi 
desiring  to  nialceout  siicli  acts  a  pb  a  for  the  di.continuiog  ntgo- 


po 


If  then,  your  excellency  is  now  prepared  to  make  any  such  pro- 

,  j'-als  for  a  general  arrangement  of  the  points  in  discussion,  s|>e' 

cified  ;.,  Mr.  Adams'  lettir  to  Mr.  Onis,  of  .Toniiiiry  UJtli.  as  1  am 

authorised  to  accept,  I  shall  adopt  them  without   lusitalio.i.    ""t 

fniin  Mhatt.vir  cause,  your  eNCelieiiey  should  not  I.l— !isj»isi:il 


New-Orleiins.  which  li.iil  confnined  an  opinion  pr  viously  enter- 

tallied  in  the  United  States,  that  it  was  absolnti  ly  n'cessary  for  „ _ _  . 

<he'a  t'l  net)  u  ire  s^'iuic  perm  nieiit  establish  ok  nt  on  the  east  side  of  ]  elation,  they  seem  to  tne  tolK'ess  upon  the  necessity  ot  hastening  tii 
The  Mississinpl,  or  on  the  Mobile:  to  that  end  Mr.  I'inekiic)  asks  [its  eimelusion. 
for  the  wholi'  of  his  loaj'sty's  possessions  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  fiir  what  is  "toTCfen  ?//r7^  rivcy  niul  the  Muhilc:'^  tliis 
^iroposal  iriclud es  New-Orlfc^uis  of  course.   And  ngiin,  he  siieaks  of 
the  ^■iniih,'>cii.wbli'  ncrcjsify  nl'thtlr  (the  United  States)  /i'i.\\\i:s.:iiig 

n  suitfihle  eitiililiiliincnt  on  ihnt  i-iver,''  meaning  the  Mississippi:  it,  friini  Mhatt.vir  cause,  your  eNCelieiiey  snoiiiu  1101  ee  ^.i:.!""-" 
Jiere  also  he  alludes  to  New-Orleans,  or.  if  not,  to  other  points  ;  to  offer  such  proposals,  then  I  entreat  you,  considering  toe  great 
within  the  territery  of  Leiii5i:ina.  N'.w.  though  it  sboiildb- allow-  {  importanccof  the  matter,  and  the  delicaey  of  oiy  sil^iatiun  111  re- 
td  that  Mr.  Pinckoey.  as  well  as  Mr  Kllicott,  had  fallen  into  the  \  gard  to  it.  as  f  xphiined  to  yon  on  a  sinnlar  occiisiuii  last  year, 
error  of  supposing  that,  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Franoe,  j  tiiat  you  wimid  be  pleased  to  make  to  uie  such  an  explicit  cum- 
the  wh  de  of  W.-st  Florida  yet  belong,  d  to  Spain,  neith.  r  he  nor  inimication  as  will  enable  me  to  sh- w  to  n;y  governnienl  Willi  as 
Mr.  KJicott  ciii'ld  have  supposed  that,  after  such  cession.  New-  |  little  delay  as  possible,  that  it  is  out  of  my  (lower  to  eunclmlea 
Orleans  b.  hmged  to  Spain,  or,  imb^d,  ^^^y  other  such  point  on  the  I  treaty  here. 

IMississippi  as  Mr.  Pinckney  sought  to  oh-ai,).  'I'o  give  5'our  pxcellency  the  most  convincing  proof  of  my  tRrn- 

nestness  to  contn';Ute  as  far  as  possible  to  the  desired  ob|tct, 
will  accide  to  yoin  instances  hv  slating  in  pri  else  terms  my  pro- 
posal of  the  desalt  which  I  first  suggested  to  yon  in  our  mnkx- 
eiicesof  the  3d  and  5th  .Iiiiy,  after  jour  exc-lUiuj;  bad  assured  me 
oi'his  Hiaji-stv's  intention  to  ratifv  the  convention  ol  l£ti2.  lliat 
ioiporlani  imint  being  settled  and  at  the  same  lime  Ins  iiisjist)  s 
ilispositii.ns  tocedebis  (lossessions  10  the  east  of  the  Missis"i|i|>i 
fora  reasonable  equivalent  lieing  anmiii  need,  it  appeared  to  me 
thatihe  remaining  reclamations  of  the  Unlied  States  might  easily 
irchase  of  Louisiana;  j  he  adjusted  in  the  "transaction,"  and  therettirc,  that  the  onlyrtX 
'jiiiices  (d  deposit  on  .  existing  dilTieolty  was  to  eslablish  'be  boundary  on  the  west   M' 


Tb"  replies  oi  your  >  xcellency  to  these  qii"Stions  ofmine,  which 
you  consider  as  constituting  the  prineijial  force  of  my  argument, 
hut  wlich  ofter  to  you  no  difliculty,  only  prove  ihatonr  opihions, 
as  to  what  (listricis  are  comprised  wiibin  the  limits  ot  Louisiana, 
are  at  vari.inee;  ;ind  siiici  toy  prov.  nothing  more,  I  may  he  ex- 
cused from  now  eiiteringinio  the  various  reasons  by  wliicli  either 
goveriiineiit  has  supported  its  pretensions. 

Your  exci  lb  iicy  supposes  that  .Mr.  I'incknej's  negnciation  was 
concurrent  with  that  eontemphited  and  then  on  the  point  of  being 
made  with  the  French  government, for  t!ie; 
that  it  was  Iherelbi-e  hesoogbt  10    ;irocnre 


the  nionihsof  nrivigahle  rivers"  passing  t!uMiig!i  the  Florida?;  i  tween  the  [ 
but.  Louisiana  jiurcbasedof  France,  Mr,  Piiickney's  great  purpose, 
"to  Secure  to  the  ciii/ens  of  one  hall  of  the  Vnit-d  Stutis  the 
cert:iin  means  of  e^poltinl::  their  pio.Incts,"  was  obtained.  He 
vanied  a  "p  roiKiK  III  estaiilisb-oenl''  on  (he  IMississippi;  he  could 
not  have  desired  a  belter  (ban  New  Orleans;  it  was  not  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  points  <d'  enterpot  on  such  streams  as  the  '•Amite.''  (he 
"P,arl,"aud  the 'Pase.ig^nila."  and  those  inttroiediate.  which  are 
toodiminutive  10  find  a  place  on  the  chart,  or  a  name,  that  Mr- 
I'irckney  could  have  tie  nirht  of  1  If  eting  his  obj-ct,  '  tu  lecure 
the  citizens  of  one  h:il;df  the  United  Stales  the  certain  no  aiis  of 
exporting  theii- products;"'  these  were  not  the  "navigable  rivers'' 
whieb  he  spoke  ot;  he  could  not  be  ilesirons  of  <ibi«ining  these  lit- 
tle splits,  whilst  .Mr.  Moni-oe  was  piiicbasing,  at  Paris,  real  eiiter- 
Jiots,  rich  territories  on  holli  b;inks  of  tin-  Mississippi,  rivers  which 
come  some  hundred  1 -agues  trom  (lie  interior,  which  m:iy  carry 
on  their  capacious  siirlac.  s  tlii- products,  not  of  America  only,  but 
o(  the  whole  world,-  whilst  the  Uniied  Slal^s  Wire  acquiring,  in 
line.  (ncKirding  to  their  construclion.)  the  very  ttrritory  ill 
whieh  (h.- above  mentioned  rivulets,  as  well  as  the  more  iinpor- 
taot'-iMol-iit.,"  ,-,iii. 

l!ut  whalever  may  have  Iiern  Mr.  Pinckney's  knowledge  ofthe  1  it,  I  must  at  the  same 
then  state  of  affaiis,  whatever  were  his  vi  «s  or  oHVrs.  bis  plan  |  cas"  it  should  not  be  ace 
of  a  ;2iiaraii(ee  w:ts  i-ait  reprotUiced  in  the  iietrociaiion  which  soon 
alli  rwards  took  place  at  .\r:'.njne7,  by  ihe  si.k-ImI  ioi':sioii  of  vv  liieh 
lie  was  a  me.nlier;  the  eemal  iiegnci«liotis  are  but  a  r-^ne>\al  of 
that  wbifli  tbenfuilid.  If  the  United  Stat- s  (h.ii  abstained  from 
oft,  ring. 01'  i-t'ft,sed  to  gi\e  a  guarantee,  a  foitii>ri,  they  ^•.■ill(hrso 
iKiw.  Under  no  cirenmst:;i.ce  wlmievcr  could  the  ollc-r  made  by 
Mr.  Pinckney,  not  aic-pled  at  Ihetini",  have  been  biiili  ng  on 
the  Uniiid  Stales,  or  havefuriiieil  a  role  for  iiscon<li;er  in  subs" 
qticnt  Utgociatloiis,  muc'u  k-is  can  iliat  oiler  be  adoiitied    to  e-jn- 


.  ssions  of  bis  maiesiy  and  those  of  the  Uoil.  d  ^iM-  s, 
or  in  otbii- words,  to  determine  iliK  t  xteiit  of  t  rrilory  cast  ol  llw 
Uio  del  Norte,  to  he  Ceded  to  his  nuijestv.     'Jbe    line  o  I  the  tolo- 


...do  apjieare<l  to  be  objectionable  (o  bis  majesty  government, 
without  a  guaianteo  such  as  il  impossible  for  the  United  States  to 
give.  I  [.roposed  to  suhstitiite  for  it  whiit  I  considered  as  better 
for  Spain— ,1  harrier  between  its  possessions  and  those  ofthe  Lnil- 
ed  States.  1  now  propose,  then,  that  the  di  sart  which  is  to  lorin 
this  Kiri-ier,  be  of  30  leagues  bre.idth-ihat  is,  15  leagues  on  tne 
right  hank,  and  15  leagues  on  the  \  ft  bank  of  the  Cohoflilo.  ana 
ixt.-ndingin  length  from  the  month  of  that  river  as  Ingb  ii|> 
towards  its  source,  as  the  3-2d  degree  of  latitude.  If  Spam  siiouiii 
not  consliler  it  necessary  that  the  desart  should  be  as  broaa  as  J" 
leagues,  she  maydiniiuish  it  to  be.-  own  side  of  the  river  "^""7 
as  she  may  judge  fit.  AViihin  llm  desart  no  persons  shall  l«  aa- 
miited  to  s- iile  or  establish  themselves;  and  each  party  inS)' es- 
tablish military  posts  on  its  own  portion  of  l!ie  desart,  (or  t''C  |nn^ 
pose  of  ".seipinir  oft'  inlrudf  IS  or  settb-rs  of  any  kind. 

This  proposui,  whieb  originates  in  a  sinct  redesin-,  on  ni)  1'" ' 

to  meet,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  viewsof  your  i  xcelhncy.  1  "''l"v; 

I  mav  prove  acceptable  to  bis  inaj-'Sty's  govi  rnment;  biit.  in  ';■"'''.» 


time  beg  l.-ave  to  state  explicitly,  tba'-  "' 
LCeptti!,    and  become  ihe  means,  as  I  tili>j 


e.all 


it  will,  id'  enabling  us  to  settle  by  treaty,  to  be-  now  mfiile  lierr  ^^^_ 
the  other  poinis  io  discussion,  then  it  cannot  be  recurr-d  '".' "^_ 
have  any  f  .vce  in  future  negociations.  eiile-r  here  or  at  '^Yashini,- 
ton,  or  iie  eoiisii!-.  red  at  aiiv  time  hereafier.  as  in  any  wise  I"'."* 
im' mv  trovernoiejit.  eiili-r  in  what  nl-.ites  to  the  Coh.ia'io,  i"" 
stead  of  the  Ki-,>  di  I  Norte.  !is  ih-  bnnnri.:ry  ofthe  United  Slates, 
or  ill  wb;i;  relates  to  a  d(  sart  on  that  houn.'.ary. 
I  rem  w  to  your  e\Ci-!lelic)  assurances  of  my 
consideration, 


^,  ^ ,   .   rv  distintriiishcd 

GEUP.GE  W.!UiVl>'G' 
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TRAWSLATIOIV. 

Don  Jose  Plzarro  to  Mr.  Ei-vhig. 

Palace, )  1th  AiigiKt,  1818. 

The  letters  of  Don  Louis  de  Oiiis,  under  date  of  2rtili  ,Iune  last, 
Ussure  us  tliat  it  was  publicly  kmiwn  in  thp  United  States,  ami 
iiiscrledin  ttie  gazettes  oftliat  country, that generalJackson, con- 
fi'iuicd  his  hostile  incursions  within  the  territory  of  his  majesty, 
in  the  Florid;-«,  had  taken  by  assault  the  fortified  town  (plaza)  of 
Pensacola,  whose  small  garrison,  it  is  said,  did  its  duty,  and  pre- 
siMVeil  (he  honor  of  the  king's  arms,  by  forcibly  resisting,  as  far  as 
waspossilile  forit  todo,  tlie  unjust  and  unexpected  aggressor. 

Alilinugh,  as  yet,  no  direct  information  has  been  received  from 
tlie  Fiijri<las,  respecting  thr-se  disagreeable  events,  no  doubt  now 
remains  that  gen.  Jackson,  trainisling  under  foot  all  laws, has  com- 
mitlei),  ill  the  territory  of  his  niajesty,  outragis  and  excesses 
uf  which  there  are  fiw  examples  in  the  civiliz..-ri  world.  It  will, 
one  day  or  other,  be  staled,  with  surprize,  that  the  theatre  of  such 
devastation  and  unprovoked  offence,  in  the  midst  of  jieace,  was 
the  very  same  on  which  Spain,  not  many  years  since,  shed  her 
blood,  and  poured  out  her  treasure  for  the  United  States,  in  the 
days  of  tie  ir  ealauiity. 

Afti  r  what  I  tiave  had  the  honor  of  stating  to  you  ill  my  notes 
oftheSfith  of  till'  last,  and  0th  ofthepresent  month,  in  consequence 
of  the  first  hostilities  and  excesses  of  general  Jackson,  in  the  Flo- 
riilas,  I  will  only  now  adl,  that,  on  account  of  the  occurnnces  at 
Pdisacola,  the  king  has  eoinnianded  me  to  communicate  to  his 
minister  in  Washington,  the  must  express  orders  that,  at  thesaoje 
time  he  presents  to  the  government  there  the  must  solemn  pro- 
test, in  the  name  of  his  majesty-  against  the  invasion  of  the  Flori- 
da], and  against  the  taking  of  the  forts  of  St.  .Marks  and  Pensaeo- 


Spanisb  soil,  sanguinary  e.xccutions  have  taken  place  of  the  sub- 
jects of  powers  in  amity  with  theking:  an  .act  nfharhanfy.  gloss- 
ed ovt-r  with  the  furms  of  justice,  and  thereby  render.d,  on  consi- 
dering the  nature  of  the  place  and  other  circumstances,  a  refine- 
ment of  cruelty. 

It  canimt  he  doubted  that  these  excesses  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge ofthe  government  at  Washington;  but  as  yet  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  measures  have  been  taken  to  restrnin  tfieni,  or  give 
the  Spanish  government  the  only  satisfaction  admissible.  lu  tlii« 
stateof  things  his  majesty  has  thought  it  becoming  his  honor  and 
that  ofthe  nation,  todirect  me  to  renew  to  you,  as  I  now  do,  the 
most  solemn  protest  ag'ainst  t'.ie  \i'ho!e  p.-oeeedings  of  gen.  Jack-  , 
son,  from  the  moment  of  his  entry  into  the  Floiii'as;  ami,  moreo- 
ver, to  the  end  that  you  may  in  like  manner  lay  th;;  same  hefiire 
your  government,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  nr.ture  of  the  said 
injuries  and  acts  essentially  hostile,  the  course  of  the  pending  ne- 
gociation  between  the  two  RovernmentJ  shall  be,  and  accordinglv 
is  susiM-iided  and  interrupted, until  the  government  of  the  United 
States  shrtll  mark  the  conduct  ot  gen.  Jackson  in  a  manner  cor- 
respondent with  its  good  faith,  whieii  appears  to  b'  no  other  than 
by  disapproving  the  aforementioned  excesses.  gi»ing  orders  to  re- 
instate every  thing  as  it  was  previous  to  the  invasion,  andiiiHicl- 
inga  suitable  punishment  on  the  author  of  such  rlagrant  disorders. 
It  is  matter  of  gnat  concern  to  his  majesty  to  lie  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  tliis  declaration,  which  is  more  the  neeessary  ef- 
fect o(  the  liature  of  tilings  than  an  act  of  hisrojai  «ill;  it  ha\'ing 
been  his  co:iSt8iit  wish  and  endeavor  to  comhiuea  suitable  arrange- 
ment of  tiie  points  in  discussion  bttwten  the  two  governments. 
With  an  activity  which  is  evident;  but  the  impartial  wdrld  eaunjt 
fail  to  admit  the -impropriety,  in  the  presmt  pjstur.-  of  things  of 


should  bedflivered  to  the  Spanish  governors  of  that  territory;  that 
reparation  be  made  by  the  American  goveriiiupnt  for  what  may 
have  been  destroyed  iii  thi-ni,and  that  it  be  accountable  lor  the 
damages  or  injurits  occas'onetl  by  said  aggri-ssioii;  audi  have 
likewise,  by  i-ujaloriler, apprized  the  Si\t\  limi  Luis  deOiiis  tliat 
heshoiild  give  advice  ofthe  result  of  ttiese  proceedings,  without 
delay,  tliat  it  may  be  niade  koowu  to  his  niajesty. 

'fhe  king  persuades  himself  that  the  government  ofthe  United 
States  will  not  refuse  an  act  of  Justice  so  hecoining  its  good  faith; 
and  I  send  to  you  this  exposition,  to  the  end,  that  you  msytrans- 
iniiit  to  your  government,  in  connexion  with  those  which  preced- 
ed it,  ami  w  ith  ilie  same  object. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  conside- 
ration. JOSErlZAUilO. 

Mr.  Ening  to  Don  Joie  Piznrro. 

Mriilrii.'.  14f/i  y}Mg(MMR:8 

Sir— I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  >xcelleney's  note  of 
tlie  Hth  iiist.  containing  the  in(br!oatioo  which  you  have  received 
from  his  majesty's  minister  in  the  L'i'iled  States,  respecting  an  as- 
laidt  niadt  on  the  placeof  Pensacola,  by  general  Jackson,  and  coui- 
mtliiicating  to  me  the  orders  whieli  his  majesty  has  consequently 
given  10  that  minister.  I  shall  not  lose  a  moment  in  iraiisioitting 
toii.y  giiverntoeiit  a  copy  of  your  excellency's  note,  having  al- 
ready drspateled  jour  tsvi)  foriMcr  communications  relative  to  the 
anterior  proceciiiiigs  o!  genual  Jackson. 

I  renew  to  j  our  excellency  assurances  of  my  distinguished  cnn- 
Jidcration.  GliORGE  W.  KilViNG. 

Don  Jnse  Pizarroto  Mr.  Ei-ving, 

Sir— A  cotitinuiiti(ii!  ofdis.agrteahle  intelligence,  on  the  nature 
and  circiMi.st.iiiUi  <il  the  late  events  in  the  Fioridas,  and  on  tlie 
liostile  pniceiilingi  ol  the  .■Vmiricaii  gem  ral  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  comnian<l,  within  the  limits  ol  tliose  provinces 
belonging  to  his  majesty  has  been  received  at  this  cilice.  In  ad- 
dition to  tile  lacts  to  which  I  called  your  attention  in  niy  notes  o' 
26th  .la!) , '=ih  and  Uth  inslaiit,  I  liave  now  belcre  m«a  copy  of' 
tlie  capitulation  whieli  apiiears  to  have  ivsult'd  from  tlie  Imstili- 
tics  coMinntted  hy  tlie  ,ajj  gfii- i-al  before  the  place  of  Pcnsacola, 
in  Ci)iise(iii..i,ee  of  which  tlie  Spanish  garrison  has  been  sent  to 
Hnvaiiiia. 

In  my  former  notes,  I  had  tlie  honor  to  state  to  you,  that  not- 
Witlislaii.liiig  (he  particular  cliaracterof  violence  wiiich  apjiear  to 
nave  iii:irlc- 1!  th.:  op-rations  ol  general  Jackson,  from  his  first 
moyeni!  nts  in  Florida,  his  majt  sty,  willing  to  attribute  these  acts 
t«  the  arSiirsiry  conduct  oftiiJit  o!iie>  r,  was  persu.aded  that  tlie 
goiriiiinent  of  the  United  States  Wtiiil''  not  hesitate  to  disapprove, 
assBoiiasthey  would  he  infor.ned  of  them,  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence,  suitai'l"  (n-d,rs  wou'tl  be  giViii,  not  only  for  the  evaeua- 
tiuii  (if  theiJ^^al!t•d  terriiory,  but  aisotor  indemni'ly  of  all  injt  'i-.r 
*^'"*j"'-'<';»'o' the  restoiHtioii  of  pre.periy  behdiging  as  Wei  I,  to 
the  Sjiai.ish  g-vernnitnt  as  to  its  suliJectV,  and  likewise  tint  ... 
lortigr.evs  then  under  tlie  protection  ol'bis  majesty's  goviuiimcil. 
It  was  Hut  to  be  presumed,  without  ofFeriiig  an  insult  to  rtie  good 
laith  ol  the  American  governmejit,  that  it  would  delay  to  g.vcti.is 
satit.icumi  to  a  frieodlj  power,a;iU  tliijt.stioionv  to  ailoivilized 
V  h°?'  '^'''  '■■  '•'^spec;:  (i.rthr   principles  of  social  order.    It  is 

iin  gi.-ut  r.  gret  that  his  majesty  jierceivts.  by  stji-isequent  advices 
Y"lj>  his  iiiuiister  ai  W:is!iiiig(on,  that  the  first  excesses  of  genera! 
.lacKsi.o  Ii;,vi  igriceived  ,io  narks  of  disapprobation,  h.-  had  not 
oesitaied  u,  pursue  his  vioieiices  by  fta-eihlv  t-aking  possession  ui' 
eveiy  il,,t,g  w\tiur.  tlieSpaiii.th  t-'rritory,  ivlien  he  met  wit'i  re- 
-i5un...e  truni  thf  fiw  fi^i-iii.  g;irrisoiis,  attacked  in  a  state  of  pro- 
,|V '. '"  I"  a«  »y  a  large  f.rce.  whi^h  ih.:ir  holior  rendered   an  in- 

pin-atil;  d-.ity.  I„  fiii,,|,J5  mat  -siv'-iterrito-.v  has  been  shame- 
';illy  invaded:  I       ' 


the  United  Slates  in  1810,  by  whi.-h  his  majesty  was  dispossessed, 
during  his  captivity,  of  the  peaceful  occupation  id' that  territory, 
under  pretence  of  claims  which,  even  if  well  (o'li^ed,  ought 
never  luhave  been  enforced  by  acts  of  violence,  atui  the  more  re- 
cent invasion  of  Amelia  Island,  were  acts  of  the  same  nature  and 
tendency  with  those  now  alluded  to,  eijnally  unjust  in  tlieir  princi- 
}>Ie,  and  in  like  inanner  remonstrated  and  protested  against  by 
Spain;  hut  as,  from  the  mode  and  circumstanees  attending  theni. 
they  Were  less  oHTensive,  his  majesty,  actnateil  by  sentiments  ol 
moderation,  thought  that  he  might  await  the  period  of  the  defini- 
tive arrangement  ofthe  pending  dilfereucts,  which  was  speedilv 
luoked  lor. 

But  nothing  ofthe  same  nature  has  occurred  in  the  present  case. 
No  claim  10  the  territory  inv.aded  by  gen.  Jackson,  wliftlitr  lunnd- 
ui  er  uiihiuiided,  lias  been  advanced  by  the  American  giverii- 
nient.  No  revolution  of  the  inhahitafits,  real  or  supposed,  offered 
a  preiext.  No  previous  aggressions  by  haudiiti,  as  was  urged  on 
the  occasion  ofthe  unjust  occupation  of  Am:  lii-Islaiid:  the  Spa- 
nisli  flag  wainl  on  the  fortress  of  St.  Marks  and  I'ens  cola  at  the 
time  they  vv'  it  attack.rt:  and,  to  complete  the  odlnce.  that  terri- 
:«.  y  was  seized  on  by  violence,  wliieh  Ins  majestv  had  offered  t(! 
Cede  to  the  L'liitcd  States,  in  th*-  pending  iiegooiatioii,  by  me.msi'f' 
an  honorable  arrang.ment— from  which  it  appears  that  a  forcible 
oceupatiiiw  was  preferred  to  a  i<eaceful  acquisition,  resulting  troiii 
the  generous  friendship  i;f  the  king. 

It  is  these  extraordinary  circMiiisiances  which  h<ive  convinced  his 
majesiy  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honor  of  his  august  cha- 
racter to  pursue  further  negociation,  until  a  suitahl-  f  rmination 
l>-t)Ut  to  an  incident  which,  from  its  nature,  is  of  primary  import- 
ance, and  cl,;ims  a  prefer,;nce  to  all  other  maifer  now  tii-ated  of 
b-tween  the  two  g:neriinients--an  incident  wliicli,  from  its  trans- 
ceiidant  tnomcnt,  is  capable  of  producing  an  essential  and  tho- 
rough change  iii  the  political  relations  of  the  two  countries. 

-At  the  same  tiuie,  toevincetlie  moderate  anil  conciliat.n'y  dispo- 
sition which  charaetei  izes  the  conduct  of  the  S|)aiiis!i  government, 
I  li.ive  to  add,  that  his  majesty,  in  directing  me  to  commnnicate 
to  his  minister  at  Washington  this  suspension  o'the  negociation. 
has  likewise  cnarg.>d  m-  to  inrorm  him,  that  in  cas-'  the  govern- 
nientof  the  United  States  slionld  havegiveii,  or  will  give,  the  onlv 
satisfawioii  which  is admi'-^iljle  in  the  present  case,  ant  which  his 
majesty  has  a  riglit  to  expect  from  the  justice  and  good  faith  of 
that  goveriinii-tt,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  the  negociation 
which  has  been  carried  on,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
Consulting  his  mnjesty,  or  of  awaiting  fresh  instructions  authoris- 
ing him  to  eontinuirit. 

I/i  making  this  coinmiinication  to  you,  sir,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
exnr.ssiiig  the  deep  regret  I  have  felt  at  the  iinf  .rtunate  occur- 
rence  which  has  thus  produced  an  unexpected  interruption,  at  the 
eioiiient  I  llattered  inysclf  with  thi?  hope  of  se.  iiig  the  political 
relations  oi  the  two  governments  establrthed  on  the  solid'basis  of 
th.  most  perfect  liar, mm}  and  go^.d  iinderstandii.g. 

1  renew  the  assurances  ol  my  disiingnlsJicil  "onsideration,  and 
pray  God  to  f:raiit  you  many  jears.  JObK  PIZARRO, 

Palate,  iytii  August,  ISIS. 

\ 
Mr.  Ei-cing  ta  Dan  Jvse  Plxarvn.      'J 

Madrid.  August  31.  ISlg. 
SIR— I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  yoitre\c  liencv's  note 
of  tlie29th  iiist.  and  shall  not  losea  nioruciit  in  submitting  a  copy 
of  it  to  my  govtrnment. 

1  caiv-Mt  lint  ex;)r..ss  to  yoTir  excellency  my  siiicere  n  gret  on 
seeinf  the  determin.ation  tak-ii  by  hi.  majesty  to  suspend  the 
iiegc-iatioiis  in  co;istqiii-nce  of  the  niiii«ary  operations  of  general 
Jackson  in  Kloiida,  which  regret  is  aog-nootid  by  considerin.g 
that,  Oil  the  Cthof  -August,  .v'lcn  your  exceile.icy,  aft  r  iiisi,tingat 


tliiif  p-n,."         '"^hai,  and  phtes  .nave  h.-en  viohiUtly  seized  oo:  I  large  ou  vviat  yon  censider.tl  to  be  t!ie  violent  chaiMcter  a:-.d  unjus- 
whichthm^""'-'"'*     '''*^'''^' '''*"'' '^"''^"J'^'' '''''"'''■■'' '"'"^'''*-''^ '^    '^^  nature  of  ttiose   proceedings,  iitvertheiess,  at  the  sama 

nej  Wire  employed  in  his  msjesly's  scfvrce;  and,ou  the]  time^inv'itcd  nie  lucoutiuut  the  litgociatioti,'  htrthv acquiesciiii 
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in  the  desire  expresspd  in  your  note  of  Julv  19th,  and  stating,  in 
precise  terms,  my  proposal  of  a  barrier  on  the  western  frontier  of 
Louisiana:  an  invitation  whieh,  relying  on  the  good  faith  in  which 
it  was  made,  an  1  having  entire  confiilence  in  the  conciliatory  dis- 
positions of  yoMi-  "xcelleiicy,  I  had  no  hesitation  to  accept.  My 
proposal  was  (ormally  stated  in  niy  note  of  August  Oth  to  which 
your  excellency  has  not  seen  fit  t';  reply.  It  only  remains,  then, 
tor  me,  in  this  place,  to  renew  the  resi  rve  expressed  at  the  end 
of  that  iiote,  and  to  deelar*-,  thpt  'he  said  proposal  cannot  be  con- 
sider-i  as  m  any  sort  binding  on  ray  government  in  any  future 
iiegociaiion. 

1  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  mr  distinguished  con- 
sideration, GEORGE  W.  KRVING. 


Miscellaneous  Scraps. 

Alabama      Tue  late  eviuineration  of   the  people 
of  vllabaina,  gi\es  tlie  following  results. 

No.  of  free 


Inhabitants. 
8780 

.3473 
1698 
2253 


No  of 

Members' 

8 

r> 

1 

2 


2101 

2 

1 

3229 

2365 

2 

1 

3-'87 

2 

1031 

1 

1164 

1 

3464 

2 

1 

1320 

1 

4307 

4 

1692 

1 

2674 

2 

2147 

2 

504 

1 

982 

I 

Madison 
Limestone 

Lauderdale 

Franklin 

Lawrence 

Cotaco 

Slarioti 

Bionnt 

7*n'-k;.loosa 

•St.  Clair 

Shelby 

Cahawba 

Mareng-o 

Montgomery 

*Aulauga 

Dallas 

Monroe 

Conecuh 

Cir.rk 

Wasliington 

Baldwin 

Mobile 


Total  45,871  44 

The  free  population  of  Lawrence  is  estimated 
at  2000,  and  of  Mirion  1000.  Tlie  ratio  of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  legislature  is  fixed  at  one  mem- 
ber fir  every  1000  free  inhabitants.  The  cannties 
marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  have  their  population 
included  in  the  counties  from  which  they  were 
very  re(^eTitly  taken.  The  flourishing  town  of 
Huntsville,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  territory,  is 
to  be  the  present  seat  of  government — but  it  is  to 
be  permanently  fixed  at  Culiawba,  wliich  we  under- 
stand to  be  .situated  at  the  falls  of  the  Tuskaioosa, 
and  lescribed  as  a  very  healthy  situation,  at  tiie 
head  of  the  uavig^ation,  and  abounding  with  springs 
of  water 

Tlie  following  is  total  amount  of  sonh  in  the  Ala- 
bam.i  terriiory,  agreably  to  the  Ute  census. 
AViiiie  males  over  21  years,  9974 

Wlii-^e  males  under  21  years,  14,749 

^Vhite  females  over  21  years,  7549 

White  femalis  under  21  years,  13,599 

Total  of  whites,  45,871 

Free  people  of  color,  339 

Total  of  slaves,  21.384 

Total  of  inhabitants,  67,694 

No  retur-^s  fi-om  Lawrence  and  Mnri&n  counties. 

The  lep;. '  -tare  of  the  territory  was  recently  h\ 
session,  during  which  a  number  of  important  laws 
were  passed. 

Alabama  College.  The  tract  of  hand  granted  by 
conyress,  for  the  support  of  a  college  in  this  terri- 
tory, has  been  ilcsignated  by  the  secretary  of  the  j 
treasury.  It  contains  20,0Q0  acr.'s,  adjoining  tt:e 
Tennessee  river,  and  is  "mode:- iiely  calculated" 
as  being-  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars. 


Mites. 
315 
413 

354 


Bolh. 
30  00 
35  00 

35  00 

80  00 
85  00 
90  00 
95  00 

100  00 
105  08 

no  00 

125  00 


12  50 

15 

20 

22  5» 

25 

30 

35 

50 

60 

75 


Bates  of  fare    established  by  the.  steam    hoaia  on  tite 
Jf'Iusissippi. 

PASSAGE  rP. 

From 
New  Orleans  to  Natches, 
Warrep.ton, 
The  set;lemenr  at  the  mouth  of  the 

river  St.  Fr<fncis, 
Fort  Pickering,  at  the  Chickesaw 

Bluff,  906 

The  Little  Prairie,  1045 

New  Madrid,  1078 

The  mouth  of  the  Oliio,  ll40 

The   mouth  of  the  Cumberland,  or 

bmithland,  J215 

Shawnee  Town,  1310 

Henderson,  1375 

Sliippirigport,  at  the  falls  of  Ohio,    1600 

Chiid,  en  from  two  to  ten  vears  old,  half  price.— 
Those  under  two  years,  one' fourth.  Servants  halt" 
price.     Way  passengers,  12^  cents  per  mile. 

VA5<A(iT.    DOWN. 

From  Shippenport  to  Henderson, 

to  Shav/nee  Town 

the  mouth  of  Cumberland, 

the  mouth  of  Ohio, 

New  M;idrid, 

Little  Prairie, 

Chickasaw  Bluffs, 

St.  Fr.'^ncis, 

Warrenton, 

Natcht-z, 

New  Orleans, 
Passage  of  children  and  servants,  reduced  in  the 

aame  ratio  as  above. Wuy  passengers  down,  the 

same  as  up. 

Simmanj  justice.— .K  tin  pedlar  at  E.iston,  P.i.  was 
discovered  to  have  two  negro  children  in  his  cart. 
On  examination,  one  of  the  little  sufferers  was  found 
to  have  been  crammed  in  in  such  a  manner,  ibat 
his  ear  was  rubbed  off!  The  people  indignantly 
rose  and  cut  off  the  fellow's  ear.  I  am  no  advo- 
cate  for  the  violation  of  the  laws,  but  from  my 
heart  I  can't  feel  sorry  for  \nm.— Village  liecorder. 
Steam  batteries. — The  navy  commission  ers  bave 
agreed  with  .Messrs.  Robert  JW  Queen  and  Co.  pro- 
prietors of  the-  Columbian  foundery  and  steam  en- 
gine manuf^ictory,  of  this  city,  for'tlie  engine  and 
machinery  for  a  new  steam  frigate,  which  govern- 
ment have  authorised  to  be  built  under  the  lawfor 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy. 

The  model  of  the  vessel  they  have  had  prepared, 
and  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  commission- 
ers, is  entirely  different  from  the  Fulton  battery, 
and  will  possess  all  the  qualities  oi  ordinary  ships 
of  war.— jV.  Y.  jYut.  Ad. 

Paintings.— My,  West's  picture  of  "Death  on  the 
Pale  Morse;"  also,  "Christ  Kejecied,"  and  "Si. 
Peter's  First  Sermon,"  are  now  exhibiting  in  Lon- 
don to  crowded  assemblies. 

It  is  a  fact  that  during  the  frst  year's  exhibitioil 
in  Pliiladelphia,  of  -Mr.  West's  painting,  o I  Chris! 
Healing  the  sick,  33,000  persons  visited  it. 

The  Boston  Pidladium  says,  "colonel  'i'rumbuIH 
painting  of  the  declaratioti  of  independence  b«» 
been  removed  to  the  southward.— The  receipts  fof 
the  three  weeks  it  was  exhibited  in  Boston,  were 
S1701." 

Gen.  5'<nr/t.— The  late  act  of  congress  settles  a 
pension  of  sixty  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
in  August,  1817,   on  this  venerable  soldier  of  lli« 
revolution.     He  is  now  in  his  91st  year,    in  K° 
healih,  but  with  a,  raeaiory  impaired. 
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An  extra  half  sheet  as  supplementary  lo  -he 
last  number,  is  issued  with  the  present.  Another 
stipi>leraent,  to  dispose  ofrorttiin  meteorulog-ical  un  i 
plnvionftricaliah]es  shall  be  published,  a-Kl  thsr 
we  must  refrain  for  «-uhile.  The  extra  exptnce 
caused  by  Ihero,  exceeds /ift?  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  present  volume  of  tl;e  RKOisrEu. 

r£j'Havin.s^  with  much  exertion,  arrived  at  a  stop- 
pinr  piece  in  the  interminniile  correspondence  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Spain,  we  were  con- 
gratulating ourselves  that  we  should  tJiis  week 
•  dispose  of  a  quantity  of  things  that  have  long  been 
•waiting  for  room — when  the  long  proceedings  of 
•the  military  committee  in  congress,  presente*! 
■  themselves  and  demanded  precedence.  Tliese  im< 
portant  papers  are  given  at  ieiigtli  in  this  sbett 


•{Jj'It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  editor  to  be  informed, 
that  the  RKfjisTKR  is  frequently  used  in  courts  of 
law,  and  sometimes  partially  admitte<l  as  evidence 
in  the  proof  of  ficts.  Indefd,  there  are  several  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  of  the  bar    who  tell  us  that 

I  they  use  this  work  as  much  in  their  [iroftssionalchr.- 
racter,  as  any  other  in  their  library.  l>s  volunae  of 
facts  is  exceedingly  great;  and,  by  tJ>e  help  of 
the  general  inrkx,  easily  referred  to.  6' mpiete 
files  may  still  be  had. 

We  intend,  next  week,  to  bid  adieu  to  i!\xkin«, 
as  the  leading  subject  discussed  ifi  the  IIkgistei!. 
We  think  tlut  we  have  done  our  duty,  and  belifve 
that  a  spirit  is  roused  that  will  reform  the  evils 
which  press  upon  the  people;  i'.ncl  are  desirotis  of 
devoting  a  part  of  our  attention  to  other  matters  of 
■moment — political  economy,  statistics,  and  general 
essnys  in  support  of  the  national  interest  and  cha- 
racter. 

We  see  meetings  of  the  stockholders  of  several 
binks  called  fiir  th''  purpose  of  taking  into  co.ns"- 
deration  the  expediency  of  dissolving  their  ins-itn- 
tiotis;  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  many  determine 
to  do  it. 

United  States'  hank  stock  is  said  to  have  been 
offered  at  101,  at  Philadelpliia,  and  a  respectable 
gentleman  of  Baltimnie  tells  us  that  100  shares 
were  offered  to  him  at  98!  The  late  election  of  di- 
rectors does  not  seem  to  be  satisfactory  to  many  of 
the  stockholders — but  as  money  rises  to  its  value, 
all  sorts  of  stocks  must  fall  in  price. 

Tlie  salaries  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  tiie  United  Slates  have  been  reduced  from 
7000  to  6000  dollars  per  annum. — And  those  of 
the  other  ofiieers  and  clerks  have  been  reduced  20 
percent. 

A  Kentucky  paper,  af  e,f  shewing  the  amount  of 
<^ebts  due  to  the  two  braiiches  of  the  bank  of  the 
U.  S.  in  that  state— ^2,690,760,  says— "This  is 
the  trijiing  sum  whicli  tne  peojile  of  Kentucky  are 
called  upon  to  pay  in  specie,-  for  the  no^es  of  these 
branches  have  long  since  vanished.  Indeed,  we  be- 
lieve tliat  all  the  U.  S.  bank  puper,  bunk  of  Ken- 
tucky paper  an<l  specie  circulating  in  the  state, 
Would  not  be  suUicient  to  redeem  tliis  debt.  The 
yiscoaius  alone  \vhi^.h  are  paid  o'n  this  sum  every 
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month,  arn;uut  to  upv.'ards  of  thirteen  tkousimd  doi*    / 
lars. 

\  td  to  this,  the  ■milUrms  due  to  the  land  oiRce?, 
which  must  now  he  paid  in  specie  or  U.  S.  Bank 
pappr,  au'l  our  situation  becomf-9  truly  appalling. 

Our  extravagance  in  the  iniportation  and  coiisiunp-' 
tion  offorHgn  luxuries  must  be  checkedf.or  lue  are  a 
mined  people."  '■•■'> 

(([[j'The  above  enormous  air.ounf •  due  to  thff 
branches,  is  u.sed  as  an  argument,  and  a  po-^ve'jul 
line  it  is  too,  isi  favor  of  legislative  courtesy  to  the 
United  States'  bank! — As  well  might  it  be  said  that 
a  man  wi^cse  note  was  shaved  at  3  per  ceni.  per* 
montli  ougl)t  to  bow  himself  to  the  kind  person 
that  shaved  it!     *' Poiver  does  not  beget  right" 

The  following  resolutions,  accompanied  by  a  pre- 
amble of  some  lengl!),  have  been  introduced  ino  the. 
legislature  (if  Kentucky. 

"liesolveti,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  l(e» 

presentativps  of  the  CommonweaUh  of  Kentucky, 
that  it  is  the  wish,  desire,  and  the  interest  oftha 
peop'.e  of  th's  Slatf,  tliat  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  United  States'  bank,  recal  th.-ir  branches 
located  in  this  stale. 

liesolved,  that  our  senators  and  representatirea 
lu  congress  be  requested  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  and  constitutionality  cf  re- 
pealing by  law,  or  otherwise,  the  charter  of  said 
bank. 

Unsolved,  ihni  the  executive  of  this  state  be  re- 
quested to  forward  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
f)resentaUves  in  congi-esSj  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved,  that  he  forward  to  the  president  and 
directors  of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  and  request  their  attention  to 
the  same,  and  tbeir  determination  upon  the  sub- 
]^cx" 

The  notes  of  some  of  the  "Independent  banks" 
in  Kentucky,  are  {■a-ilhin  tlis  state,)  at;  a  discoUiit 
of  from  20  to  30  per  cent.  Two  or  three  banks  in 
Vlaryland  are  not  better,  and  some  are  at  a  much 
greater  discount! — yet  a  petition  for  a  new  banis 
has  bzzn  presented  to  the  legislature!  ^Ve  would 
advise  the  house  of  delegates  to  refer  it  to  the  at- 
tending physicians  of  the  Baltimore  Hospital, 
whose  skill  in  the  management  of  j/jsa/ic  persons  li 
highly  spoken  of 

*,*  .lust  at  the  moment  this  sheet  wa3  going  to> 
pr-'ss,  we  received  a  letter  from  Frankfort,  Ey  . 
stating  that  a  resolution  had  just  been  reported  to 
the  legislature,  to  tax  the  branches  of  the  h.ipk  of 
t.he  U.  S^one  hundred  and  tiuenly  thousand  dollars  a. 
year,  payable  monthly' 

Pk^nsylvania. — A  regular  tax  is  levied  upon  thf^ 
dividends  of  the  banks  in  this  state.  The  Farmers' 
bank  of  Liiucusier,  in  part  payment  of  this  lax,  ten- 
dered to  the  state  treasurer,  the  notes  of  certairj 
incorporated  banks  within  the  commonwealth,  whicti 
bad  ceased  to  redeem  their  paper.  The  treasurer 
refused  to  receive  these  notes,  and  insisted  that  the 
Farmtrs'  bank  ought  to  pay  its  debts  in  its  own 
notes:  the  cashier,  having  laid  the  letter  before  the 
directors,  replied,  that,  in  their  opinion,  tlic  coih- 
monwealth  was  bound  to  receive,  in  payment  of  the 
tax  imposed  by  it,  the  notes  of  any  and  evct  y  haRic 
chartered. jn  it,     In  this  stage  of  the  bu.siness,  ibc 
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matter  was  represented  to  the  legislature,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  cominittee  on  banks — and,  a  few  days 
after,  Mr.  Snyder,  on  behalf  of  said  committee  of 
the  seiuiie,  reported  a  bill,  the  object  of  whicli  is, 
to  declare  null  and  void  the  charter  of  any  bank 
tendering  in  payment  to  the  commonwealth  any 
•bank  noies  for  wliich  payment,  in  specie,  shall  not 
RCliiHliy  be  paid  on  demand;  and  takitii;'  fiom  the 
bunk  ail  power,  except  so  much  as  slmU  be  neces- 
sary to  close  its  concerns.     The  state  treasurer  to 

give  notice  in newsfupers  when  the  charter 

of  any  bank  shall  be  revoked.  Thus  the  case  stands 
at  present.  If  tlie  bank  feels  itself  able  to  resist 
Ihe  itjflueti,ce  of  the  legislature,  (for  it  seems  pro- 
bable that  the  bill  will  pass)  it  will  be  required  of 
the  j'ldiciary  to  interpret  tlie  law. 

VVe  .nre  of  opini->r'.,  that  the  state  treasurer  can- 
■'Hot  rightfiiily  refuse  the  bills  of  .iny  bank,  issued 
-.onder  authority  of  the  state,  until  after  the  state 
•auihoriiies  shall  have  declared  its  charter  forfeiied 
— and  tlie  state,  certainly,   ought  to  bear  its  full 
proportion  cf  the  evils  which  its  own  foolis!)  pro- 
ceedings have  intiicted  upon  the  peopie.     If  this 
view  of  tlie  subject  is  correct,  and  we  think  it  is 
reasonable,  the  legislature  cannot  too  soon  adopt 
mc/isures  to  dissolve  iht  incorporation  of  such  banks 
as  fnil  to  pny  tlicir  debts.  The  act  of  incorporation, 
whiie  it  exists,  is  the  sanction  of  the  state,  and 
implies  an  ability  to  mciet  all  the  engagenients  made 
O'der  it.  1 

Among  the  multitude  of  petitions  presented  about 
banks,  are  the  following: 

"To  annul  the  charter  of  all  the  banks,  except 
those  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelpliia." 

"To  annihilate  the  charters  of  all  the  banks  within 
this  commonwealvh:  to  make  the  property  of  stock 
holders  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  company,  and 
to  lax  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  branches." 

Laws  about  banks. — The  Baltimore  "Federal 
Gazette"  of  Tuesday  last  suys — "We  have  reason 
to  believe,  from  the  consideration  we  have  given 
the  subject,  that  any  interference  of'  the  legisla- 
ture to  enforce  the  banks  to  pay  specie  promptly 
fbr  their  notes,  or  tocompel  the  citizens  to  receive 
or  pay  them  at  their  nominal  value,  would  neither 
be  just  nor  useful.  The  legal  remedies  against 
bunks,  under  the  existing  laws,  are,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  the  sanie  as  against  individuals;  and  as  it  is 
wholly  a  matter  of  choice  in  the  case  of  bank  notes, 
as  of  the  notes  of  individuals,  whether  they  will  be 
received  in  payment  or  not,  there  is  no  good  rea- 
son for  any  distinction  as  to  the  remedy,  in  case  of 
non-payment^' 

HLMAltlvS   I)T  THE  EniTOH  O?  THE  REGISTER. 

This  alludes  to  certain  projects  before  thelegis 
lature  of  Maryland,  to  compel   the  banks  to   pay 
their  debts,  and  prevent  a  trade  in  their  notes.*  The 

*  A  bill  for  this  purpose  is  before  the  Senate— it 
provides  that  if  any  person  sells  or  buys  any  bank 
note  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nominal  value,  such 
person,  the  seller  and  buyer,  shall  forfeit  treble 
the  amount  of  the  note  or  notes  so  sold  or  purchas- 
ed! 

Keally,  this  would  place  the  people  in  a  pretty 
predicament,  and  compel  many  of  us  very  soon 
to  stop  business.  In  tht  present  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, those  very  accomiwduiing-  gentlemen  called 
brokers,  are  just  as  neediV.l  to  the  public  as  sca- 
VI  rgers  are  to  a  city.  Fillh.  will  accumulate  without 
OUT  consent,  and  huppy  it  is  that  the  vocation  of 
ceriiim  persons  makes  it  produce  something  bcne- 
%;!al! 


former  is  difficult,  and  the  latter  impracticable;  or 
if  practicable,  must  immediately  issue  in  the  bant 
niptcy  of  many  of  the  country  banks,  by  a  sudden 
dem;;nd  for  the  payment  of  nearly  all  their  bills  in 
cirrulation. 

The  reasoning  of  the  paragraph  is  very  specious 
— but  neither  of  the  facts  on  which  it  hinges  reaWj 
exist.  "The  legal  remedies  against  bank.',"  are  not, 
virtually,  the  same  "as  against  individuals;"  nor  is 
it  a  "matter  of  choice"  in  respect  to  bank  notes,  as 
of  the  notes  of  individuals,  whether  we  will  receive 
tliem  or  not.  Some  men  are  said  to  be  bdoiD  the 
law — but  their  acts  of inenrporatiini,  secret  itifnence, 
and poxver  to  do  mischief,  may  be  considered  as  plac» 
ingthe  banki  above  the  law:  they  are  like  a  great 
tall  bully,  saying  to  a  dwarf,  "you  ought  to  whip 
me,  and  doit — if  you  can."  Three  fourths  of  our 
justices  of  the  peace,  (as  the  title  says  that  they 
arc'.)  would  be  seized  with  an  aprue  if  I  were  to  de- 
mand of  them  a  warrant  against  a  bank;  and  a  no- 
tary would  protest  one  of  their  bills  very  reluctant- 
ly, and  perhap-i,  of  vompii'sion  only,  if  required-- 
though  either  would  be  glad  to  sell  a  warrant  or  a 
protest  against  me — iu  the  way  of  their  busineu. 
And  here  is  but  the  beguming  of  the  dilSculty 
that  meets  an  individual  contending  with  a  bai.k— 
the  lawyers  and  judges  are  often  heavy  stockhold- 
ers or  directors,  and  the  "law's  delay"  with  the 
underhanded  persecution  by  the  whipperfj-inofsueh 
establishments,  assisted  by  ail  the  power  of  its 
sisters  in  iniquity,  will  frighten  any  dependent  roan 
from  engaging  in  the  unequal  controversy:  else  how 
is  it,  that  whilst  we  know  that  the  bunks  in  all 
quarters  are  sueing  the  people  and  selling  their 
houses  and  lands,  we  hear  of  few,  \i  any,  judg- 
ments against  such  of  them  as  refuse  to  pay  their 
own  debts!"  True,  the  law  says  they  maybe  sued, 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  like  individuals— but 
who  will  run  the  risk  of  immolating  himsef  on  the 
altar  of  public  justice.''  We  pocket  the  injury,  for 
fear  that  a  greater  evil  will  result  from  resentingit. 
I  speak  generally — Jl  few  ate  resolved  to  do-to  ai!« 
bank  exactly  that  -ahich  it  ivonki  do  vnto  them,  iiisi- 
ndlar  circumstances;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  belief  that 
such  a  determination  amov^  the  people  is  rapidhj  ex- 
tendiiig. 

The  best  regulation,  however,  upon  the  subject 
of  banks,  appears  to  me  to  be  this:  let  it  be  enacl- 
ed  that,  on  the  fact  being  proved  before  tlie  court 
of  any  county  in  which  a  bank  is  located,  that  such 
bank  has  refused  to  pay  its  debts  as  promised,  tb«t 
said  court  shall  instantly  demand  a  list  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  cause  the  same  to  be  ofiicially  publish- 
ed, against  any  one  of  whom  a  creditor  may  have 
redress,  by  consent  of  parties — or,  if  such  consent 
is  not  giveo,  the  court  shall  then  be  required  to 
declare  the  charter  null  and  void:  with  some  pro- 
visions to  compel  the  bank  to  cease  to  do  business) 
excepi  to  wind  up  its  f.ffairs.  This  regula'ion  maybe 
rightfully  adopted  tor  the  banks  that  «■■£/  ifany  «re 
hereafter  established,  fcnoian,  individual  respondbi' 
lity  should  be  the  guarantee  of  their  credit  and  of 
ttie  pa}  meat  of  then- bills.  Noihing'else  willdouDl'l 
we  have  waded  through  the  slough  of  speculating 
that  mires  u&. 

South  Amekica.  We  have  not  yet  published 
any  of  the  documents  attached  to  Mr.  llodney* 
report,  though  some  of  them  are  highly  interest- 
ing.— we  have  also  judge  Bland's  report,  and  Mr. 
Poinsett's  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state— ii*/''^ 
whole,  vt^ry  volumnious;  but  shedding  more  ligl>j 
upon  ihe  hisiory  and  geography,  present  state  »nJ 
future  prospects  of  the  prDvince»  on  the  U/odH 
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riata  and  Chili,  than  perhaps  all  the  matter  that 
before  appeared  respecting  those  rotmties. 

We  cannot  touch  these  Iom!^  articles  at  present 
—bill  think  it  probable  tha^,  in  the  ensuing  siinm- 
iner  we  shall  be  able  either  by  extract  or  abstract, 
to  lay  before  our  readers  the  "pith  and  marrow" 
ofthem. 

J5ANKHCPT  LAW.  We  have  been  favored  witli  a 
copy  of  the  bill  before  ihe  house  of  representatives 
*'to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States."  It  appears  to  us 
Ihattliis  bill,  as  it  stands  at  present,  will  not  bear 
upon  incorporated  companies  as  upon  individuals. 
Such  ins'.itutions  are  already  powerful  cnoug-h, 
from  their  exclusive  privileges  and  virtual  exemp- 
tion from  the  operation  of  the  law. — any  thing  that 
tends  to  give  them  further  advantages  over  the 
people,  cannot  be  tolerated.  But  we  have  no  doubt 
that  a  satisfactory  amendment  in  this  respect,  as 
we!)  as  some  other  amendments,  will  be  made, 
before  it  is  passed  into  a  law. 

"Eriaf  KTTE."  We  are  disgusted  in  hearing  this 
word  so  fretjuently  used  at  Washington  city;  and 
more  so  to  believe  that  it  has  a  "form  and  pres- 
sure." \VIiat  is  now  mere  matter  of  coiirtest/  nvdy 
easily  grow  into  an  esictblished  oriler,  and  approxi- 
mate to  the  court  rules  of  the  Ciiinese,  wiiich  de 
slgnste  with  great  solemnity,  how  many  times  a 
man  musl /)umf}  Ids  AeaJon  the  floor  upon  arrivinf^ 
ill  the  imperial  presence,  &c.  Every  gentleman 
should  he  treated  politely  and  respectfully;  but 
when  any  particular  time.or  form, is  allotted  fbr  tes- 
timonies of  such  politeness  or  respect — the  breed 
of  cnuriiers  and  race  of  hypocrites  begins,  and  a 
corruption  of  manners  ensues.  The  honest  and  re- 
/ec^j\5' republican  will  uvoid  senseless  ceremonies, 
without  failing  in  the  respect  due  to  oRicial  cha- 
racters or  distinguished  gentlemen. 

MAMFAcrunns.  The  Aurora  says — "It  is  not  a 
week  since  the  following  facts  were  stated  to  us, 
and  the  means  of  substantiating  them  proaiised — 
.ill  American  citizen  residing-  in  England,  w«.s  re- 
<juestedto  ascertain  from  ihe  Anitrican  agent  in  J,on- 
d'ln  -what  probi.bility  there  laus  of  manufacturing  in- 
diislry  obtaiidiig  snitcible  protection  in  the  United 
Slates;  because  if  the  state  of  things  was  to  remain 
asestablisV.ed  by  the  tariff  lately  estabUsIied,  it -.voidd 
be  more  to  his  interest  to  remain  in  England;  but  that 
if  America  meant  to  protect  her  oivn  industry,  and  mti- 
nufactnre  for  herself,  he  luould  prefer  removing  ivith 
his  capital  andfani/y  to  .imerica. 

The  American  gentleman  did  seek  this  informa- 
tion for  the  emineht  English  manufacturer,  and  he 
received/or  a^Mvyer,  that  there  tvas  an  understanding 
between  the  t-uo  governments,  and  that  American  ma- 
nufactures ivonld  not  be  protected.'" 

The  editor  then  remarks,  iJiat  he  has  not  the 
least  doubt  of  a  secret  understanding  as  stated. 
When  the  "means  for  substantiating  it"  arc  giv^n, 
V'e  shall  revert  to  the  subject— but  until  the  proof  is 
af}brded,''must  remain  incredulous,  though  as  ar- 
dently devoted  to  the  promotion  of  humc  industry  as 
any  persons  in  the  United  States. 


sons  as  eight  counties  sending  thirty-Ltvo  ineiabers; 
and  that,  considering  the  whole  stale  in  one  view, 
either  as  to /)c//»?</(j//o/i  ov  ivcnlih,  we  were  entitled 
to  sixteen  of  the  eiqhty  members  of  which  the  liouae 
of  delegates  is  composed.  Shall  we  then  accept 
o?  four,  even  if  there  is  liberality  enough  to  aliowf 
them  to  us?  >-N'oI 

It  is  a  fact,  tliat  no  two  delegates  can  do  justhie 
to  the  multitudinous  business  which  this  ^(rowing 
city  has  to  do  with  the  legislature,  though  they 
make  slaves  of  themselves  in  attending  to  it.  But 
— let  it  go  on;  when  the  evil  reaches  the  point 
beyoad  which  its  endurance  cannot  be  suffered, 
somet'.oing  must  be  done  to  remedy  it. 

The  constitution  of  Maryland  is  compounded  of 
the  grossest  political  absurdities  existing  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  audit  has  been  tinkered  so 
much  that  1  do  not  believe  there  are  twenty  men 
in  the  state  who  can  tell  us  correctly  what  it  is! 
The  appendix  to  Vol.  III.  of  the  Reristku  contains 
the  best  copy  of  the  constitution  that  I  believe  has 
been  published;  it  was  carefully  collated  |by  two 
very  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  but  stiil  is 
imperfect.  These  are  strange  things — but  tl;ey  are 
true.  And,  what  is  more  wonderful,  tlmre  are  not 
wanting  persons  who  affect  a  veneration  for  an 
instrument  so  aristocratical  and  unjust,  sj  dlfHciik 
of  comprehension!  Truly,  if  any  believe  that  oti^j 
m.an  in  Cdvert  county  ought  to  have  the  political 
weight  of  thirty  other  as  go.^d  men  as  he  is,  located 
in  anotlier  part  of  the  state — the  straight  jacket 
should  be  immediately  prepared  for  them;  to  irr;. 
son  witli  them  would  be  as  useless  as  to  argue  witii 
a  hurricane!  Still  we  see,  in  a  Baltimore  newspa- 
paper,  "that  the  attemps  vow  making  to  break  up  the 
present  constitutional  distribution  of  pir:uer,and  the  con' 
setjuent  destruction  of  the  weight  of  the  codsties  in 
the  political  scale,"  is  deprecated! 

It  used  to  be  said,  "taxation -without  representa- 
tion  ivns  tyranny"  and  though  our  gentle  friend, 
Or,  Sam.  Johnson  "made  a  book"  to  prove  that  it 
wasaiot  so — he  himself  did  not  believe  whatisr; 
wrote  with  a  hireling  pen;  much  less  are  we  dis- 
posed to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  axiom.  .'\s  a  curio- 
sity, we  should  like  to  see  the  man  who  can  grave- 
ly assert,  that  numbers  and  wealth  ought  not  be 
considered  in  a  representation  of  the  districts  or 
counties  of  a  staie! 


Maryland  Representation. 

The  pioject  of  giving  to  the  city  of  Baltim^ire 
two  additional  representatives—in  all/o7u,  is  again 
before  the  legish'turc  of  Maryland.  At  aboutlhis 
time  last  year,  we  stated  our  reasons  at  length  in 
opposiiion  to  this  project,  because  we  would  not 
"bargain  with  iniquity,"  nor  comprnmse  right.  We 
shewed  that  tiiis  city,  represented  in  the  legisla- 
ture by  fivo  menibers,  contained  as  many  free  per- 


Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  following  are  literal  extracts  from  a  letter  of 
a  distinguished  subject  of  Great  Britain  to  tiia 
editor  of  the  Registeii.  They  give  us  tne  view.s 
of  a  good  man  on  several  things  interesting  to  Ujt. 

"What  is  thought  of  the  constiiuiion  of  the  va- 
TioNAT.  BASK? — Seeing  the  effects  of  eur  blessed 
establishment,  I  confess  that  I  tremble  for  its  na- 
tural consequences,  in  raising  up  a  cursed  mo:ued 
aristocracy. 

"I  am  glad  to  find  that  Connecticut  is  likely  to  be 
fretd  from  civil  and  religious  tyranny,  and  obtaiJi 
a  liberal  constitution.  Virginia,  I  see,  has  rtjecteri 
the  reasonable  propositions  of  the  [Staunton]  coji- 
vention:  how  long  will  that  noble  state  and  her  sif- 
ter ^Maryland,  be  deprived  of  free  constiwUtions'? 
That  of  Maryland,  in  its  present  manner  ofrepre- 
seniation,  is  a  disgrace  to  a  republican  country— 
but  the  operation  of  a  free  press  may  make  yoiir 
nobles  ashamed  of  apeing  the  de.spots  of  Europe, 
who  retain  power  inconsisient  with  the  rih^-  ■:  of  the 
people. 

"I  look  to  the  approaching  session  of  congress 
with  };veat  iritpr«bt.     I  am  ^flad  to  hejrr  frem  you, 
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that  that  body  is  becoming  a  national  bod;/ — and 
gradually  altuinin^  some  enlightened  views  for  the 
good  ot  your  country  and  tlnit  of  mankind.  1 
hope  "they  M'ill  not  any  more  waste  their  precious 
time  in  pitiful  ijqri:dibles  and  idle  debate — but  act 
up  to  the  proud  eminence  on  which  they  ought  to 

Speaking  of  Es-isted's  late  book — •'Ilesources  of 
the  United  States,"  he  says,  "lie  is  too  much  a 
servile  ftdmirer  of  our  old  country  with  all  its 
'absurdities  aiid  imperfections.  You  have  too  many 
such  amongst  you.  But  I  trust  that  the  good 
sense  of  your  yeomanry  renders  them  ridiculous. 
Woidd  to  G;xl,  that  the  ape  statf.sjukn  had  arrived! 
^-knov.'iedge  is  progresaive,  and  the  poUtirinus  of 
Europe  must  at  last  give  way  to  theni.  At  present, 
their  vision  Joes  not  extend  beyond  partv,  and  a 
nij.ser:<ble  scramble  for  places.  I  am  disj.jnsled 
\viUi  and  mourn  over  roy  country,  and  1  see  little 
to  c.ieer  the  pro.spect— — Our  yeomanrif,  the  best 
blood  of  England,  has  gone,  the  contrast  between 
that  cUss  in  the  d-iys  of  Charles  I.  and  the  present 
race,  is  humiliatintj;  and  the  shackles  of  nur  press 
renders/ree  discussion  impracticfible; — all  that  re- 
mains, is  hope  to  relieve  us  from  the  merciless  load 
ofilistress  and  taxstion  that  overt;  heimns  our  un- 
fortunate isle. 

nights  of  Conscience. 

We  have  an  able  report  from  a  committee  of  the 
house  of  delegates  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  "ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  jtislice  and  expediency  of 
extending  to  persons  professing  the  .lewish  reli- 
gion, the  s.-\me  privileges  that  are  enjoyed  by  Chris- 
tians." 

This  report  contains  some  interesting  historical 
fa-^ts,  and  hbotinds  with  sotind  ai  j;uments  in  favor 
of  the  emancipation  of  this  pe  iple  from  political 
slavery — and  concludes  with  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  constitution,  so  that  no  religious  tes*  shall  be 
required  ''of  any  person  cf  the  sect  of  Jews,  as  a 
qualiucatio.'i  to  hold  or  exercise  any  oftice  or  em- 
ployment of  profit  or  trust  In  this  stata" — and  that 
oaths  shall  be  administered  to  them  on  the  five 
books  of  Mwes,  When  the  room  is  allowed,  we 
shall  give  this  report  in  the  Rmjisteh. 

The  number  of  persons  professing  the  Jewish 
religio.i  in  lite  state  of  Marjland,is  very  small — but 
if  there  were  only  one  sucii,the  constitution  ought 
tp  be  altered  in  his  favor.  The  day  of  tire  and  fag- 
got lia.s  passed  away,  and  tests  of  belief  in  any 
particular  set  of  dogmas,  only  tend  to  make  hyi)o- 
criies.  The  good  man  does  not  require  them,  and 
the  bad  fearlessly  march  through  them. 

The  persecution  of  the  Jews  is  a  fragment  of  that 
spirit  which  we,  ourselves,  as  CiirisUins,  prefer  in 
complaint  against  their  ancestors!  reveising  the 
great  rule  of  our  Divme  Teacher,  cf  doing  unto 
others  as  we  wotild  tliat  liiey  should  do  unto  us — 
a  r'lle  worth  all  t lie  poliiical,  priestly,  creeds  or 
confessions  of  faith  th«t  ever  were  n\»de;  and,  in- 
deed, most  generally  in  direct  o]iposition  to  thero. 
Christ'.s  "kingdom  was  uoi  of  this  world;"  U<-  nei- 
ther pcrt,eciited  nor  resisted  persecucion,  though 
lie  might  hiive  called  "legions  of  ang.'^U"  to  enCor  <;c 
his  will:  yet  most  of  those  wlio  piofess  to  fodov/ 
his  leadings,  hy  uniting  the  affair.^;  of  retigio'u  with 
those  oi'tt.e  state,  do  bU  that  tlify  can  to  pretend 
to  ejitHbli.-ih  for  Mm  a  khigdoni  here,  prnTWedihea 
t/iciiiif  i^e  111(11/  govern  it,  utid  pt-rsccinfc  t'.ose  -iic 
do  not  come  up  to  i/ieir  'siandnrd  oi'  p'Juical  re.'i- 
aioii.'  What  strange  inconsit;tenc3 — iiow  absurd 
and  tjnjust! 


It  has  several  times  before  been  attempted  to 
expunge  this  odious  remnant  of  politicnirelicim 
from  the  constiuition  of  Maryland — whether  there 
is  a  sufTicient  degree  of  liberality,  enough  of  true 
chnstianity,  in  tlie  legislature  to  expunge  it  now,  a 
few  days  will  sh.ew  us. 

Baltimore  Bills  of  Mortality. 

Abstract  from  the  official  refiort  for  the  year  ending 
7Ww/.^r  31,  1818. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1817  (see  vol  XIII, 
page  331)  wt^s  1323— but  the  interments  at  the 
Aims  house  (96)  were  not  reported  in  the  bills  for 
that  year.  Stii),  we  have  a"  increase  of  about  400 
deaths.  Though  the  increase  of  otir  population  is 
still  very  rapid,  we  do  not  apprehend  that  it  bears 
a  ratio  equal  to  the  increase  of  death°. 

Of  those  interredin  1818-  96  were  s;  ill-born;  459 
under  one  ve:ir,  and  190  between  one  ,and  two;  115 
from  2  to  10;  154  from  10  to  20;  251  from  20  lo  30; 
2ia  from  30  to  40;  107  from  40  to  50;  69  from  50  to 
60;  43  from  60  to  70;37  from  70  to  80;  26  from  80 
to  90;    13. from  90  to  100;  2  over  ar'.  Imndred, 

I-'ewest  interments  iu  March,  88— in  the  last 
year,  the  fewest  was  in  April — greatest  number  i* 
July;  the  \t»v  berore,in  August. 

hiscane/i,  (Jc.  Consumption  306;  Cholera  morbus 
"30;  convtdsions  115;  fevers — typhus  85,  biiiious 
70— oth"r  fevers  17;  still  boni  96;  decay  36;  vari- 
ous  inflammations  50;  croup  52;  old  age  62;  casual- 
ty 19,  drowned  27,  sudden  34,  suicide  9,  mtirderod 
3;  worms  91;  ple.nrisv  63;  dysontaiy  31;  dropsy  37; 
do.  in  the  head  18;  child  bed  19,  &.c.  S:c. 


Array  of  the  United  States. 

The  f)Uo>.  i:ig  ave  \he  regulations  i-.-.  the  subject 

of  extra  allowance  to  soldiers  detr.ched  for  labor. 

"The  noncommissioned  oflicers  and  privates, 
who  may  he  drav.m  as  artificers  to  work  coriStanlly 
on  fortifications,  bridges,  barracks,  ro;ids  ut  other 
public  wvrk.s,  for  a  teritii  of  not  less  than  ten  days, 
Svind.iys  excepted,  shall  be  allo■.^■c-d  for  eac'i  day'i 
actu.,1  labor,  fourteen  cents  and  one  gill  of  spints 
eacii,  in  adiiition  to  their  pay  and  rations. 

"OthtT  noncommissioned  cfFicers  and  privates, 
not  artificers,  who  shall  be  drawst  for  const:ir.t  labor 
on  fori  iHcatioi.s,  roads,  bridges,  barracks,  or  other 
public  woiks,  for  a  terai  of  not  less  than  ten  daySi 
Sundays  excepted,  .shall  be  allowed  for  cicb  Hay  s 
act'iai  Jabor,  ten  cents  and  ont  giil  of  spirits  eacl?j 
in  addition  to  their  pay  and  ratior.t." 

The  above  reguition  established  in  1808. 
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"Noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  employ- 
ed at  work,  on  fortifications,  in  surveys,  in  cuUing 
roads,  and  other  constant  labor,  will  be  nllowed 
fifteen  cents  and  an  extra  gill  of  whiskey,  per  Any, 
while  so  employed,  which  will  be  paid  by  the  officer 
or  aj^ent  disbursiiig'  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
work  or  expedition." 

The  above  regulation  established  in  1816. 

Duties  on  Imports  and  Tonnage. 

Letter  from  the  Sfcvetary  tif  the   Treasury,  trausmit- 
,    ting'  a  statement  ffivi/iq'  a  comparative  view  of  the 
.    duti's  which  accrued  tipon  itnpnrts  and  tsimag-e  dur- 
ing the  two  frst  quarters  of  the  years  1817  and 
1818.  Read  in  Senate,  7/-C.  16. 

Theasuut  ])>pautment,  Dec.  9th,  1818. 
Sin— The  enclosed  statement,  giving  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  duties  winch  accrued  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  is  submitted  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  committee  of  finance. 

It  furnishes  presumptive  evidence,  that  the  act 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  supplementary  to 
the  several  collection  laws,  lias  had  the  happiest 
effects  in  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the  reve- 
Que. 

The  facts  from  which  this  conclusion  is  drawn, 
are,  1st,  That  the  duties  secured  during  the  latter 
period,  exceed  those  of  the  former  by  nearly 
g2,000  OOO.  2d,  That  the  increase  is  exclusively 
confi.ned  to  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties;  and, 
."d,  That  whilst  the  duties  upon  imports  have  great- 
ly increased,  the  duty  upon  the  tonnage  engaged 
in  the  importation  of  iforeign  merchandize,  has 
more  consi'lerably  diminished. 

The  statement  aUo  shows  a  greater  diminution 
of  foreign  tonnage,  than  iti  the  amount  of  mer- 
chandisc  imported  into  the  Us.ited  Slates  in  foreign 
shipping,  during  the  iatter  period. 
,  The  statement  will  be  corrected  as  soon  as  the 
return  for  the  second  q-iHi  ler  of  Uie  presei'i  year 
shall  be  received  frjni  I'liiUdelphia,  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter  submitted  to  ttie  consideration  of 
the  comniitiee. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.M.  11.  CRAWFORD. 
Hmorable  John  IV.  Eppes,    C.  C.  of  Finance. 

DUTIES  COLLECTED  Of  MERCHANDISE. 

1817.  1818. 

7*  per  cent  duty  g54,960  ^79,572 

15  per  cent.  956,028  1,362,249 

^4  per  cent.  622,363  761,738 

26perctnt.  1,527,588  2,491,760 

o4  per  cent.  .      722,014  354.859 

Specific  duties^  7,074,151  6,026,914 

.    .Total,  ^10,957,107  gll,073'!o94 

Mtimate  of  Philadelphia,  the  second 

quarter  of  1818.  1,650,000 


I^UTIES  ON  TOMIAOE. 

"fgister'd  in  foreign  trade,  22,184 


Coasting  and  fisheries, 
Foreign  vessels, 
Light  money, 


13,288 

157,778 

44,464 


^12,723,094 

1818. 
21,520 
17,874 
90,079 
29,932 

erchan- 


(Tj'Tl'.e  increase  of  the  value  of  the  m 
f\u  ''"P°''*^^»  though  there  was  a  great  decrease 
ot  the  amount  paid  for  tonnag.-,  furnishes,  rs  the 
secretary  observes,  "strong  presumptive  evidence" 
{>f  the  advantsges  of  our  present  revenue  law.s. 


The  Militia. 

FBOM  TH2  KATIONAI,  INTEI.LIGENCEn. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  at  Its 
last  session,  requiring  from  the  Department  of 
War  statements  of  the  strength  and  orgsuuzation  of 
the  Militia  of  the  United  StateE,  and  of  the  iMilitia 
l-aws  of  the  several  states,  a  report  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  that  body,  by  Mr.  SeTetary  CAi,f!.-uw, 
f  om  the  Adjutant  General  oftlie  United  States,  We 
are  sorry  to  find,  from  the  report,  that  the  returns 
arc  generally  very  defective,  where  returns  are  re- 
ceived, bat  that  in  some  cases  no  returns  at  all 
bnve  been  received  at  the  War  Department;  alMio* 
letters  were  addressed,  specially  requesting  re- 
turns to  be  made,  and  the  request  was  made  a  se- 
cond time  to  tliose  who  had  failed  to  attend  to  it 
in  the  first  instance.  From  Vermont,  from  Dela- 
ware,  from  Georgia,  from  'i'ennessee,  from  India- 
na, from  Mississippi,  and  from  Michigan  and  Ala- 
b-ima  territories,  no  returns  h.4ve  been  received.— 
Frofn  Maryland  and  South  Carolina,  returns  have 
been  received  of  the  Mdilia  laws,  but  not  of  the 
strength  of  the  Militia;  from  Virginia,  the  strength 
of  the  Milida  has  been  returned,  but  not  the  Mili- 
tia  Uv/s.  From  Louisiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri, 
th*  effective  strength,  but  not  tbe  organization  of 
the  Militia,  is  returned.  "Letters  have  been  re- 
ceived,"  says  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
"from  the  AdjuUnts  General  of  South  Carolina,  Ma- 
n  land,  Mississippi,  and  Delaware,  stating  that  it  is 
not  in  their  power  to  report  the  organization  and 
strength  of  the  Militia  of  their  states,  confor.nably 
to  the  re«olui.ion.  1  he  Adjutant  General  of  Vir- 
ginia reports,  that  th'Mr  Militia  laws  are  so  distri- 
but^d  througji  the  soveral  acts  of  Assembly,  that  a 
digest  cannot  readily  be  made." 

From  such  defec;ive  materials,  it  Is  obvious  that 
much  valuable  inf.rmation  cannot  be  gleaned.  We 
have  official  evidence,  indeed,  that  the  Militia  sys- 
tem is  wretchedly  defective;  but  that  we  knew  too 
vvtll  before. 

The  returns  made  to  the  Department  of  War 
loose  as  they  are,  exhibit  the  following  result:        ' 


Miiisachusetts,  70,736 
New-Hampshire,  25,794 
Rhode-I«laHd,  8,350 
Connecticut,  20,573 
Vermont,  No  return 
New- York,  112,586 

New-Jersey,  35,169 

Pennsylvania,  118.018 
Delaware,  No  return 
Maryland,  No  return 
Virginia,  85,758 

North-Carolina,   50,387 


S.  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Tennessee, 

Louisiana, 

Indiana, 

Mississippi, 

Illinois, 


No  return 

28,401 

52,745 

61,938 

No  retnrn 

9,894 

No  return 

No  return 

2,123 


Missouri  Territory  6,502 
Michigan  Ter.  1n^)  return 
Al:ibaioa  Ter'y.      10,309 


From  such  data  as  the  above  facts  present,  the 
Militia  of  the  states  from  which  the  rettirns  are 
wanting,  may  be  estimated  at  120,000;  w'ucb,  with 
the  returns  that  are  received,  will  make  tlie  total 
upwards  of  800,000.  We  are  quite  sure,  if  the  re- 
turns were  as  precise  as  they  might  be,  that  the 
numbers  enrolled  in  the  Militia  would  be  found 
considerably  to  exceed  a  million. 

A  New  Jersey  paper  thus  remarks  on  the  prece- 
ding—"Those  returns  you  will  observe  are  very  de- 
ficient,  inasmuch  as  none  at  all  has  been  received 
from  eight  of  them— From  what  are  produced,  liow- 
ever,  you  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the 'great' 
disparity  of  their  numbers,  in  relation  to  tlieir  po- 
pulation,  as  ascertained  by  the  last  census. ---Tw 
place  this  matter  in  a  commanding  point  of  view  \ 
liave  selected  five  of  the  states,  hav.r.-  no  fcla-V. 
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representation  in  congress,  and  whose  population 
has  not  since  been  affected  by  any  extraordinary 
rJrpumstance,  from  which  I  form  the  following  ta- 
ble: 


.2    4> 

•  -  2 
Pi 


O  • 

6 

23 

27 

20 

7 


of    Oi 

•■=  s 
-=  s 

5,861 
5,130 
4,169 
3,536 
2,930 


TSTew  ,fersev,  35,16^) 

Pennsylvania,       118,018 

New  York,  112,586 

Massachusetts,      70,736 

Connecticut,  20,573 

As  it  is  presumed  that  New  Jersey  has  not  re- 
turned a  greater  number  of  Militia  than  are  enroll- 
ed ill  the  state,  the  inference  is  unavoidable,  tliat 
some,  St  least,  of  the  other  stales,  h.ive  not  acted 
fairly  in  this  matter — it  is  a  circumstance  about 
which  New  .Jersey  has  a  rip^ht  to  complain,  as  in 
case  of  emergency  a  draft  tliat  would  call  29  men 
from  the  constituents  of  a  member  from  Connecti- 
cut,  would  require  58  from  the  constituents  of  a 
member  from  New-Jersey. — This  cannot  be  right 
»r-it  ought  to  be  remedied." 


Treaty  with  Sv.  cden. 

ST  THE  PUESin^NT  ttF    TUK    U^ITEn  STATES. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  'reaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Sw'  den,  made  and  concluded  at  Stockholm, 
on  the  fourth  d.-sy  of  September,  in  the  year  one 
tliousand  cipht  hundred  and  j^isteen,  by  Jonathan 
Iliissell,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
count  d'Engfrstrom,  minister  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  count  Adotphe  George  de  Morner, 
counsellor  of  state,  fally  authorised  and  ennpower- 
ed  by  their  respective  governments,  was  duly  rati- 
fied  on  the  27th  day  of  May  last,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  on  the  part  of 
the  Upited  States,  with  the  exception  of  the  third; 
fourth  and  sixth  articles,  and  by  the  kin^  of  Swe- 
den,  on  the  24th  day  of  July  last  past,  with  the 
exception  of  the  three  articles  referred  to;  andihe 
ratification  of  the  two  governments,  as  aforesaid, 
have  been  duly  exchanged  at  Stockholm,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  and  Swe- 
den on  the  part  of  their  respective  governments, 
^vl»ich  treaty  is  in  the  v,'urds  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 
Xih  the  name  of  the  iiMst  hnly  and  indivisible  Trinity. 

The  U.iited  Slates  of  America,  and  his  majesty 
Ihe  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  equally  aninated 
%vith  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  and  confirm  the 
relations  of  friendship  and  commerce  v/hich  have 
hitherto  subsisted  between  the  two  states,  and 
being  convinced  that  this  object  cannot  be  more 
effectually  accomplished  than  by  establishing,  reci- 
procally, tlie  commerce  between  the  two  states, 
upon  the  firm  basis  of  liberal  and  equitable  princi- 
ples, equally  advantageous  to  both  countries,  have 
named,  to  this  end,  plenipotenti.iries,  and  have  fur- 
nished them  with  the  necessary  ftdl  powers  to  treat, 
8nd,  in  their  name,  to  conclude  a  treaty,  to  wit; 
The  president  of  the  United  Slates,  Jonathan  Rus- 
sell, a  citizen  of  the  Said  United  States,  and  now 
their  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm; and  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and 
Norway,  his  excellency  the  count  Lnurent  d'Enger- 
6lrom,his  minister  of  state  for  fore  ign  affairs,  chan- 


cellor of  the  university  of  Lund,  knight  commsn- 
der  of  the  order  of  the  king,  knight  of  the  order 
of  Charles  the  13th,  grand  cross  of  the  orders  of 
St.  Etienne  of  Hungary,  of  the  legion  of  honor  of 
France,  of  the  black  eagle  and  of  the  red  eagle  of 
Prussia,  and  the  count  Adolphe  George  de  Morner, 
his  counsellor  of  state  and  commander  of  the  onler 
of  the  polar  star:  and  the  said  plenipoteniiaries, 
after  having  produced  and  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  articles: 

Article  first. 
There  shall  be  between  all  the  territories  under 
t^e  dominion  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  a 
reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce.  The  inhahiiants 
of  either  of  the  two  countries  shall  have  liberty, 
with  all  security  for  their  persons,  vessels  and  car- 
goes,  to  come  freely  to  all  ports,  places  and  rivers 
within  the  territories  of  the  otber,  into  which  the 
vessels  of  the  most  favored  nations  are  permitted 
to  enter.  They  can  there  remaii>  and  reside  in 
any  part  whatsoever  of  the  said  territories;  they 
c.^n  there  hire  and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses 
for  their  commerce;  and,  generally,  the  merchants 
and  traders  of  each  of  the  two  nations,  shall  enjoy 
in  the  other  the  most  complete  security  and  proi 
teclion  for  the  transaction  of  tlieir  business,  being 
b  jui.d,  alone,  to  conform  to  the  laws  and  statute! 
of  the  two  countries  respectively. 
Article  2d, 
No  othep  or  higher  duties,  imports,  or  charges, 
whatsoever,  shall  be  imposed  on  the  import.ition 
into  the  territories  of  his  majesty,  the  kingofSwe- 
den  and  Norwt^y,  of  the  pr'duce  or  maniifictures 
of  the  United  States,  nor  on  ihe  importation  into 
the  United  Stales  of  the  produce  or  manufactures 
of  the  territories  of  his  majes'y,  the  king  of  Swe^ 
den  and  Norway,  than  thoseto  which  the  same  arti- 
cles  v/ould  be  subjected  in  each  of  the  two  coun- 
tries,  respectively,  if  these  articles  were  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  any  other  coun- 
try. Tiie  same  principle  shuU  likewise  be  observ- 
ed, in  respect  to  exportation,  in  such  manner  that 
in  each  of  the  two  countries,  respectively,  the  arti- 
cles which  shall  be  exported  for  the  other,  cannot 
be  charged  with  any  duty,  impost  or  charge,  what- 
soever, higher  or  other  than  those  to  which  the 
same  articles  would  be  subjected  if  they  were  ex- 
ported to  any  other  country  whatever. 

Nor  shall  any  piohibition  be  imposed  on  theex- 
portation  or  importation  of  any  article,  the  growili, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  territorials  of  his 
majesty,  the  king  of  Ssveden  and  Norway,  or  of  the 
United  States,  to  or  from  the  said  territories  of  his 
majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  or  to, 
or  from  the  said  United  States,  which  shall  not 
equally  extend  to  all  other  nations. 

Swedish  or  Norwegian  vessels  arriving  in  ballast, 
or  importing,  into  the  United  States  the  produce 
or  manufactures  of  their  countries,  or  exporlinf 
from  the  U.  States  the  produce  or  manufactures  of 
said  states,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay,  either  for 
the  vessels  or  the  cargoes,  any  other  or  higher 
duties,  imposts,  or  chnrges,  whatsoever,  than  those 
which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  would  ps)' 
in  the  same  circumstances,  and,  vice  versa,  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  arriving  in  ballast,  or 
importing  into  the  terri'ories,  under  the  dominion 
of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  the 
produce  or  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  Of 
exporting  from  tli;'  territories  under  the  dominion 
of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  these  territories, 
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shall  not  pay,  either  for  the  vessele  or  the  cargoes,  ]  mercinl  agents,  who  shsll  enjov  till  the  protection 


any  other  or  higher  duties,  imposts  or  charges, 
whatsoever,  than  those  which  wouhl  be  paid  if 
these  articles  were  trttnsported  by  Svvtdish  or  Nor- 
wegian vessels,  respectively. 

That  which  is  here  above  stipulated,  shall  also 
extend  to  the  Swedish  col  my  of  St.  Bartheiemey, 
as  well  in  what  relates  to  ihe  rights  and  advar,. 
tages  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall 
enjoy  in  its  ports,  as  in  relation  io  tliose  which  tlie 
vessels  of  the  colony  shall  enjoy  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  provided  Lbe  owners  are  inhabitants 
of  St.  Barthelemey,  and  there  established  and  natu- 
ralized, and  shall  have  there  caused  their  vessels 
to  be  naturilized. 

Article  5d. 

His  majesty,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norwa}-, 
agrees  that  all  articles,  tlie  growth,  produce  or 
manuficture  of  the  West  lodies,  which  are  permit- 
ted to  be  imported  in  Swedish  or  Norwegian  ves- 
sels, whether  these  articles  be  imported,  directly 
or  indirectly,  from  said  Indies  may  likewise  be  im- 
ported into  its  territories  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  shall  not  be  paid,  either  for  said 
vessels  or  the  cargoes,  any  higlier  or  oiher  duties, 
imposts,  or  charges,  whatsoever  than  those  which 
would  be  paid  by  Swedish  or  Norwegian  vessels  in 
X]\e  satr.e  circumstances,  with  an  addition  only  of 
ten  per  centum  on  the  said  duties,  imposts  and 
charges,  and  no  more. 

In  order  to  avoid  misapprehension  in  this  re- 
spect, it  is  expressly  declared  that  the  term  "AVest 
Indies"  ought  to  be  taken  in  its  most  extensive 
sense,  comprising  all  that  portion  of  the  earth, 
whether  mainland  or  islands,  which  at  that  tiiTie 
lias  been  denominated  the  West  Indies,  in  contra- 
distinction to  that  other  portion  cf  the  earth  de- 
nominated the  East  Indies. 

Jrilcle  4. 

The  United  States  of  Aooerica,  on  tjieir  part, 
agree,  that  all  articles  the  growth,  produce  or  ma- 
nufacture of  the  countries  surrounding  the  Baltic 
sea,  or  bordering  thereon,  wLich  are  permitted  to 
be  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  whc 
ther  these  articles  be  imported  directly  or  indi 
rectly  from  the  Baltic,  may  likewise  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  in  Swedi^h  oV  Norwegian 
vessels;  and  there  slsall  not  then  be  paid  for  the 
said  vessels,  or  for  the  cargoes,  any  higher  or 
other  duties,  imposts  or  charges  whatsoever,  t!ian 
those  which  would  be  pnii  by  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  tlie  same  circtimstances,  with  an  addi- 
tion only  often  per  centum,  on  the  said  duties,  im- 
posts and  charges,  and  no  more. 

In  order  to  avoid  all   uncertainty   in  respect  to 
the  duties,  imposts  or  cliarges  whatsoever,  which 


and  a.'>sisiaMce  necessarv  for  tlie  due  disch.nrge  of 
tlieir  functions.  But  it  is  liere  expressly  dc-clarrd 
that  in  case  oF  illegal  or  improper  conduct  in  re- 
spect to  the  laws  or  governm'-nt  of  the  country  to 
which  they  are  sent,  the  s;iid  ronsul,  vice  consul 
or  agent,  may  be  either  puniilicd  accm-'Iirg  to  lair, 
dismissed  or  sent  away  by  tlie  ollVruied  govern- 
ment, that  government  assigniiog  to  the  other  the 
re.«soiis  therefor. 

It  is,  nevertheless  understood  that  the  archives 
and  documents  relative  to  the  affairs  of  ti>e  consu- 
late s'lftll  b?  protected  from  all  examinalion,  and 
shall  be  carefully  preserved,  being  placed  under 
the  sea!  of  the  consul  and  of  the  authority  of  tlic. 
place  where  he  sltall  have  resided. 

Tiie  consuls  and  their  deputies  shall  have  the 
right,  ^s  such,  to  act  as  judges  and  arbitrator?  iu 
the  differences  which  may  arise  between  the  c:ir!- 
tiins  and  crews  of  the  vessels  of  the  nation  whose 
atlairs  are  entrusted  to  their  care.  The  respective 
governments  shall  have  no  right  to  interfi-re  iit 
matters  of  this  kind,  except  the  conduct  of  the 
captain  and  crew  shall  disiurh  the  peace  and  traii. 
quility  of  the  country  in  whicli  the  vessel  may  bf 
or  that  the  consul  of  the  place  will  feel  himselt' 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  interposition  a<.(l  support 
of  the  executive  authority  to  cause  his  decisiot* 
to  be  respected  and  maintained.  It  being,  never- 
theless,  understood,  thif  th^s  kind  of  judg'n.ent  or 
award  shall  not  deprive  the  contending  parties  of 
the  right  whicii  tiiey  shall  have,  on  tlieir  return,  to 
recur  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  their  own  coun- 
try. 

J}rt'cle  6. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  dispute  and  uncertainty 
in  respect  to  what  may  be  considered  as  bt-ing  il.e 
growth,  produce  or  manrficture  of  the  contract ine: 
parties  respectively,  ir1s  agreed,  that  whatever  the 
chief  or  iratendant  of  the  customs  shall  have  desig. 
nated  and  sptcilied  as  snc-.h,  in  the  clearance  <ieli- 
vered  to  the  vessels  wiiich  depart  f  om  tiie  Euro- 
pean ports  of  his  majesty  ti)e  king  of  Snedeii  ar.O 
Norway,  shall  be  acknowledged  and  admitied  as 
such  in  the  United  States;  and  that,  in  the  same 
manner,  whatever  the  chief  or  coilecfop  of  i!ip  cus- 
toms in  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  shall  h:.vc 
designated  and  specified  as  the  growtli,  produce 
or  manufacture  of  tlie  United  States,  s'laii  h^  ac- 
knowledged and  admitted  as  such  in  thr.  tftrrit  )- 
ries  of  his  m;<jesty  the  king  of  .Sweden  and  Nor- 
way. 

The  specification  cr  dc-ignation  givpn  hy  tlie 
chief  of  the  customs  in  the  colonies  of  ids  nihjesl-v' 
the  king  of  Sweden  and  iVorway,  and  confirtned  bv- 
the  governor  of  the  colony,  shall  be  considered  as 


a  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  sufficient  proof  of  the  origin  of  the  artirles  thus 


one  of  the  contracting  parties  ought  to  pay,  on  ar 
hving  in  the  ports  of  the  otiier,  with  a  cargo  con- 
sisting partly  of  articles,  the  growth,  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the   country  to   which  the  veFsel 
belongs,    and   partlV   of  any   other   merchandise, 
•which  the  said  vessel  is  permitted  to  import  by  the 
preceding  articles,  it  is  agreed  that,  in  case  a  car 
go  should  be  thus  mixed,  the  vessel  shall  always 
pay  the  duties,  imposts  and  charges,  according  to 
the  nature  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  is  sub- 
jected to  the  highest  duties,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  vessel  imported  this  sort  of  merchandise 
only. 

Article  5. 
The  high  contracting  parties  grant  mutually  the 
liberty  of  having  in  the  places  of  cc.-nmerce  and 


specified  or  designated  to  obtain  for  them  a.'.mi'- 

sion  into  the  ports  of  the  Uniud. Spates  accovtlingi^ . 

Articis  7. 

The  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the  contract- 

I  ing  parties,  arriving  with  their  vessels  on  any  coast 

belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to  enter  ir,. 

to  port,  or  being  entered  into  p  irt  and  not  v.'liling 

to  unload  or  break  buik,  shall  have  liberty  to  de' 

part,  and  to  purs-ie  their  voyage,  without  mnlesla- 

tion  and  v/ithout  being  obliged  to  render  account 

of  their  cargo,  or  to  pay  any  duties,  imports,  m- 

charges  Vv^hatsoever,  on  the  vessels  and  cargo,  e.".- 

cepting  only  the  dues  of  piloiage,   when  a    pilot 

shall  have  been  employed,  or  those  of  quayage  or 

light  money,  v^'hcnever  tiiese  dues  are  paid  iu  the 

SHUSe  circumstances  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  ot 


ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice  consuls  or  cooa-ithe  country.    It  being,  nevertheless,  understcod'j 
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that  ^'(••"never  Ihi' Vfssels  bflonpi'i;^  to  the  ci'ixens 
or  sulij^cts  of  ove  of  the.  coiitraciing  parties  shnll 
be  wi'hin  the  juiisdiGtion  of  the  otlier,  they  s'.iall 
confoim  to  the  laws  and  regulations  coiicerning' 
liavig'p.tion,  P.nd  the  places  and  ports  into  whicli  it 
jtiay  b'  perMi'tcd  to  enter,  M'liich  sre  in  force  witli 
yegiii'd  to  the  citizens  or  suhjecis  of  the  couu'iy; 
and  it  sl.all  be  livvful  for  t!ie  ijfTu-ers  of  the  cus- 
toms in  the  district  wliere  the  s.'iid  vessels  may  be, 
to  vjsi'  theiTij  to  remain  on  bo.M'd,  and  to  1  ike  awh 
■prec:intir,ns  as  iT,ay  be  necessary  to  prevent  nil  il- 
jicii  to'Trnerae  wliile  such  vessels  remain  within 
the  said  jurisdiction. 

.Articles. 
it  i«  ?lso  Rf^reed,  that  the  vessels  of  one  of  the 
tcnt.'aotinj;  parties,  entering' the  portsof  the  «ther, 
sha!}  be  pcrrniUed  to  discharge  a  part  only  of  iiieir 
cargoes,  whenever  the  captain  or  ovVier  shall  desire 
so  to  di\  and  they  shfll  ':e  allowed  to  depart  freely 
with  the  remainder,  without  payinj;  any  duties,  im- 
posuS,  or  chr.rj^e-i  wlintsoever,  except  on  that  part 
which  shall  have  been  landed,  a;:d  wl:ich  shill  be 
marked  and  noted  on  the  list  or  canifest  contain- 
ing the  enumeration  oftlie  nierchandise,  v.'hicb  the 
vessels   ought  to  have  on   bofird,  and  whicli   list 
onght  always  to  be  presented,  without  reservation, 
<o  tl-,e  ofiicf-.s  of  the  custorriS  at  the  place  wiiere 
the  vessel  ».t"i;ill  liave  arrived;  and  nothing-  sli.i!)  be 
paid  on  ihc   pirt  of  the   cargo   which  the  vessel 
Jakes  awuy;  and  the  said  vessel  rnny  proceed  ihere- 
\vit!i  to  any  other  port  or  par's  in  the  same  coimtry, 
anto  which  vesaels  of  the  most  favored  nations  are 
permitted  to  esiter,  and  there  dispo'^e  of  the  same; 
jor  the  said  ve^-sf  i  may  depart  ther-  with  to  the  ports 
)0f  any  o'her  country.     It  is,  however,  understood, 
iiiat  tliG  duties,  irnpos's,  or  charges  which  are  pay- 
able on  the  vessel  itself,  ough!  t'>  be  pai;-  at  the 
iirst  port  whtre  it  Ireuks  bulk  and  'l:sch;;ri;(  s  s 
part  of  the  cargo,  and  diat  no  such  duties  or  inipo- 
sitjors  shall  be  again  demanded  in  the  ports  of  ihe 
same  country  where  the  ssid  vessel  may  i>e:-eafter 
enter,  except   the    inhabitants  of  the  country  be 
Subjected  tu  further  duties  in  the  sanpie  circum- 
gtanpes. 

Jfrtir/f,  9. 
.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  shall  enjoy  in  the  poria  of  tiie  other, 
ps  well  for  their  vessels  as  for  their  merchandize, 
all  the  rights  and  privsi.M^es  of  entrepot,  whicii  are 
enjoyed  by  the  most  favored  nations  in  the  same 

0Q!'tB. 

.Article  10. 
In  ease  any  vessel,  belonging  to  either  of  the  two 
states,  or  to  their  ci'iz-ns  or  siibjeols,  sliall  be 
fitranJ.e.l,  sliipwrecked,  or  have  .sn.fl'ered  any  otiier 
damage  on  the  co.>s's  unr'.er  t!ie  dominion  of  either 
pf  the  parties,  all  aid  and  Assistance  shall  be  given 
lo  the  persons  shipwrecked,  or  who  may  be  io  dan- 
ger thoreof,  and  passports  shall  be  granted  them 
?o  return  to  their  own  country.  l"he  sliips  and 
^.erclta^dlse  '.'.Teck'-d,  of  ll.'^  proceds  thereof,  if 
■  ihe  et^'ec.s  be  sold,  bei'-g  clflis'ied  in  a  jear  ami  a 
f3ay,  by  the  owners,  or  their  attorney,  shall  be  re- 
ptored  on  paying  the  same  cbsts  of  salvage,  con- 
f'ortnahly  to  tiie  laws  and  usages  of  t!ic  two  nations, 
which  the  citizens  or  s'lhjects  of  the  country  would 
pay  in  the  same  circun)S''nnces.  TiiC-  respeciive 
governments  shail  w';itch  over  t!ie  compiini&s  wiiirli 
ire  sr  may  be  instituted  f:,'r  saving  shipwrecked 
persons  and  property,  that  vexations  and  abuses 
Kiay  not  take  place. 
'  '  ■    '  Article  11.. 

It  is  agreed,  that  vessels  an  ivingdii'ert  from  tiie 
l^osiec)  Statesj  at  a  ,poi  t  under  the  douiiniun  cf  his 


iiiMJfVy  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norivay,  or  from 
the  po:  ts  of  his  s-dd  majesty  in  Europe,  at  a  port  or 
the  United  States,  furnished  with    a  certificate  of 
health  f-om  the  competent  health  officer  of  the  port 
whence  they  took  their  departure,  certifying  that 
no  malignant  or  contagious  dise.ise  existed  at  that 
port,  shjill  not  be  subjected  to  any  other  q\iar!uv- 
tine  than  such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  visit  (tf 
tiie  health  officer  of  the  pc  rt,  at  which  they  may 
have  arrived;  but  shall,  f.ftev  such  visit,  be  permit, 
*cd  iuTinediately  to  en'e»'  and  discharge  their  car. 
goes;  pvovided.always,  tliat  there  m>»y  not  be  found 
any  person  on  board,  who  has  been,  during  the  voy. 
age,  afflicted  with  a  malignant  or  contjgious  dis- 
ease, and  that   the  country  from  whicli  the  ves--^ 
comes  may  not  be  so  generally  reRnrded   at  the 
time  *s  ir.fected,  or  suspected,  that  it  has  been 
previously  necessary  to  issue  a  regulation  by  which 
all  vessels  coming  from  that  country  are  regarded 
as  suspected,  wnd  subjected  to  quarantine. 
Article  \2. 
The  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  conclude^ 
at  Pari?,  io  1783,  n.-  the    p-nipoteuti tries  of  the 
United  States  and  his  majesty    the  king  of  Swe- 
den,   is   renewed  and  put  in  force  by  the  present 
treatv,  jc;  respect  to  all  which  is  contained  i'i  the 
second,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelf'.b,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifieentii, 
sixteenth,    seventeenth,    eigh'eentji,    nineteenth, 
twetity  first,  twenty  second,  twenty  third  and  twen. 
ty  fifth  articles  of  "the. said  treaty,  as  well  as  the  se- 
parate articles  one,  two,  four  and  five,  which  were 
signed  the  same  day  by  the  same  plenipotentiaries; 
and  the  »r tides  specified  shall  be  considered  to 
have  as  full  force  and  vigor  as  if  they  were  insert- 
ed word  for  word:  provided,  nevertheless,  thnt  the 
stipidations  contained  in  the  articles  above  men- 
tioi  ed   shall   always   be  considered  as  making  iiq 
change  in  the  coavenliois  previously   conclude^ 
with  other  friendly  aud  a'iitd  nations. 
Articlelo 
Considering  the  distance  of  the  respective  coun- 
trifs  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  and  the 
uncertainty  that  results  therefrom  in  relation  to  the 
VHrious  events  which  may  take  plwce,  it  is  agretJ 
that  a  merchant  vessel,  belonging  to  one  of  the  ciii; 
tractiog  parties,  and  destined  to  a  jiort  supp.iserlto 
be  blockaded  at  the  time  of  her  departure,  shall 
noi,  however,  be  captured  or  condemned  for  havt 
ing  .:  Hrst  time  teticnipled  to  enter  the  said  port, 
uniess  It  ma\  he  proved  that  the  said  vessel  could 
and  ought  to  Iiave  learned,  on  her  p^ss^ge,  th-tt  the 
pl.ice  ii^.  ques. ion  continued  to  be  in  a  state  of  blocb 
ade.     But  vrs'e's  which,  after  having  been  once 
turned  away,  s'lull  attempt  a  second  time,  during 
the  same  voyi*ge,  to  enter  the  same  port  of  tlie  ene- 
my, while  the  blockade  continues,  shall  be  liablJ 
to  detention  aiid  condemnation. 
Article  Vi^ 
The  present  treaty,  when   the  same  shall  have 
been  ratified  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
by  and  v.ith  the  advice  ai'd  consent  oftlie  senate, 
jind  by  his  mijesty  the  king  of  Swe len   and   Nor: 
v.'ay,  sh.-iU  coUinue  in  force,  and  be  oblig.iiory  on 
the    United   States,  land   liis    majesty    the   king  of 
Sweden  und  Norway,  far  the  term  of  ei.!?ht  years 
from  tl'.e  exchange  of  ti.e  ratificati  .ns;  and  U;e  th- 
tihcations  siiall  be  exchsnged  in  eight  montlis  from 
the  signaluie  of  tliis  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
In  faith  whereof,   the   respective   plenii-otenua* 
ries  have  signed  tlie  present  treaty,  and  have  ihci*' 
unto  set  the  seal  of  their  ;.rriis. 


Done  at  Slockh-jhn,  tlie  fourth  day  of  Septet^ 
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ber,  in  ihe  year  of  Grace,  one  Uiousand  eight  Imr- 

di'ed  and  six  if  en. 

JoirA.  IlUSSELI., 

Le  Comie  d'EsGEESTnoM, 
Le  Comte  A.G.  de  MoitPfER. 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Mos- 
■noE,  President  of  'he  Uniied  Slates,  have  caused 
the  said  ti-t-aty  to  be  mad6  public,  to  the  end  that 
tliesame,  nnd  every  clause  ajul  article  thereof,  witii 
.the  exception  of  the  Uiree  arlicles  above  referred 
to,  msy  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by 
the  United  States  and  the  ciliisens  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  aii'd  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 
,Jione  at  tha  City  of  ^Vashin£Jton,  this  31st  day 
of  Deceniber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  ei^'ht  hundred  and  eighte«»n,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  fortythii'd. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  President: 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CONGRESS. 

I  If  s  E.N  ATE. 

lanunvti  S-  The  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
«)?t!ie  bill  fur  the  more  convenient  orgaDization  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States;  and,  wiUiour  decid- 
ing any  question,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
over  the  remains  of  general  George  Washington, 
where  they  now  lie. 

Mr.  Bnrbour  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  mo- 
ney for  tlie  ei-cction  of  an  equestrian  statue  of  gen. 
peorge  Was!iini;ton,  in  r.onK;rmity  vatli  the  resolu- 
■iion  of  congress  of  1783 

[This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1783,  and  directs  substantially,  that  an  equestrian 
statue  of  bronze  be  ert"cte<l  at  tiieseat  ofgovernment 
n-that  the  general  be  represented  in  a  Koman  dress, 
Jiolding  a  truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  his  head  en- 
circled with  a  laurel  wreath;  that  the  pedestal  be 
of  marble,  on  which  to  be  represented,  in  relief,  the 
followir.g  principal  events  of  the  war,  in  which  gen. 
Washhjgton  commanded  in  person,  viz:  the  evacu- 
ation of  Boston;  the  capture  of  the  Hessians  at 
■Trenton;  the  battle  of  Princeton;  the  action  at 
Monmouth,  and  the  surrender  of  York.  The  reso- 
lution directed  also  the  inscriptions;  that  it  shall 
be  executed  by  the  best  artists,  &c.] 

The  motion  produced  a  short  debate,  and  was 
finally  decided  in  t!)'*  afii;Mriv.vive,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bunill,  Ciitteiiden,  Daggett,  Eaton, 
JEdwarils,  Forsyth,  i'romcntiii,  Gaillard.  Gulclsbonmgh,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Johnson,  Kiiisf,  Liake.  Macon,  Mtlleii,  Morrill,  Otis,  Pal- 
mer, SanCord,  Stokes,  Slurer,  Tait,  Talbyt,  Taylor,  Thomas, Ticli- 
etior.  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Temi.— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Latock,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Riiggles, 
smith— e. 

Executive  business  occui)ied  a  part  of  this  day's 
sitting. 

Jamiary  11 —Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration: 

/ifsolvcil,  I'i'.at  tiie  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  any  in- 
formation in  his  possession,  and  wliich,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  public  inierest  may  permit  to  be  disclosed, 
relating  to  the  seiziire  and  detcjition  of  the  pro- 
perty ftf  American  citizens,  liy  the  governinent  of 
the  island  of  Iliivti,  and  the  siatement  of  any  nego- 


cii*f.ion,  or  attempts  At  negociauon,  Vj  procure  re- 
stitution.    [Agreed  to  next  day.] 

Sotno  di«cu»sion  took  place  on  a  proposition  to 
require  the  secretary  of  war  to  cause  the  army  of 
the  United  States  to  be  clothed  in  domestic  manu- 
factures— after  whicli 

The  senate  resumed  ih'"  consideration  of  the  bill 
authorising  the  territory  of  Alabama  to  foi  m  a  slate 
i^overnrnent,  &c. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  motion  made  by 
Mr  Leake,  when  the  subject  was  up  before,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  altering  the  boundary  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  fuv  the  new  state,  so  as  to  tran?fer 
to  the  state  of  Mississippi  all  the  territory  west  of 
Mobile  bay  and  Tombigbee  river,  up  to  the  Cotton 
G;n  Port,  which  motion  .Mr.  L.  when  he  submitted 
it,  .supported  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 

He  was  replied  to  to-day,  succinctly,  but  com- 
prehen'iively,  by  Mr.  7'a-7/  after  which  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  against  the  amenilment,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jolinson.  Leake,  and  Williams,  of  Tiflss- 3. 

N AYS— B'.irlioiir,  Burrill,  Critteni'en,  Dapgttt,  Diclcorson.Eaton, 
K|,pes,  Forsylh.  Froiin-min,  Gaillaixl,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kinp,  La- 
cocit,  Macon,  Mtllin,  Morrill,  Morrow,  Otis,  Palmar,  Ro'xrts,  Rug- 
gits,  Sanlord,  Smith,  Stokes.  Tait,  Talhot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Ticli- 
euor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams,  of  Ten.— 32. 

Another  proposition  to  alter  the  boundary  being 
n-gatived — the  senate  went  through  the  liili  arid 
ordered  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading.— 
[Passed  next  day.] 

The  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  commencing, 
prosecuting,  and  deciding  controversies  between 
two  or  more  states,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Critt-n- 
den,  recommitted  to  the  committee  that  reported 
it;  and  the  senate  adjourned, 

Jamiary  12.— Mr.  Jhirrill,  from  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  "to  whom  w.as  recommitted  the  bilj 
prescribing  the  mode  of  commencifig,  prosecuting 
and  deciding,  controversies  between  t v/u  or  more 
states,  reported  tlie  same  with  an  atfiendmen',  not 
aflecting  tlie  principle  of  ">be  bill. 

A  messsge  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  !)is  private  secretary,  trans- 
mitting from  the  war  department  a  .iluter^.e/it  of 
the  effective  force  of  the  army;  of  th'^  tiiTsrent 
posts  an4  garrisons  where  distributed;  tise  num- 
ber and  palibre  of  ordnance,  &c.  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  5th  inst. 

The  senste  resumed  the  cofisideration  of  the  bill 
further  to  suspend,  (until  theSlstday  of  March,  in 
the  year  1820)  tiie  sale  or  forfeiture;  of  lands  for 
failure  in  completing  the  payments  thereon. 

After  the  failure  of  a  motion,  by  Mr.  .KoLle,  to 
insert  a  provision,  to  release  a  part  of  the  interest 
that  would  accrue — the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  other  business  transacted  will  be  noted  in 
its  progress — the  senate  was  for  some  time  engaged 
in  executive  business. 

Jamiary  13.  Several  bills  had  their  second  read- 
ing-, &c 

The  bill  to  suspend  for  a  further  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  making 
the  payments,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  otiier  house*  for  concurrence. 

The  president  communicated  to  the  senate  a  let- 
ter  fi'om  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statement  of  the  expenditure  and  application 
of  monies  drawn  from  the  treasury  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  war,  for  the  military  establishment  during 
ll;e  last  fiscal  year. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  oT 
the  joint  resolution  proposing  aji  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  so  as  to  produce  an  unij-brm  ^lode  (b5? 
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districts)  throughout  the  several  states,  of  *j.ect.- 
ing  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
"Unitwl  States,  and  representatives  to  congress. 

Tiie  resolution  was  elaborately  supported  by 
Mr  Diekersoii,  and  opposed  at  considerable  length 
b}  Mr.  linrbow  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading,  and  de- 
cided '\r\  tiip  ;<ffVma'iv»,  as  follows: 

-YEAS— Messrs.  Bnvi'III,  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Eilwards. 
yromentin.  Gol<lslior()Ui»li,  Hiiiitf->-,  .iiilinsnn,  Kin^,  Lacock,  Ma- 
con, Mellen,  Morrill,  Mori'ow.  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Saiil'unl.  Smith, 
Stokes,  Storpr,  Talliot,  Tlipmas,  'I'ichenor,,  Van  Dyke  Williams, 
clMiss.  Williams,  of  Ten.— 2P. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Dagg;ett,  E|)|>es,  Forsyth,  G.iillard, 
Horsey,  Leake,  Kobertj,  Ruggles,  Tait,  I'aylor— 11. 

T'lp  senate  adjourned. 

January  14:.     Af.er  other  business — the  bill  con 
cerning  the  orgartization  of  the  courts  of  the  Unit- 
ed S^tes,  for  the  establishing  of  a  district  su- 
preme court  and  the  appointment  of  new  circuit 
judges  u-;'.s  taken  up. 

And  finally  ordefed  to  a  third  reading  by  yeas 
Tid  nays — yeas  25,  nsys  14.    A  part  of  this  day'.s 
silting  was  occupied  on  executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPUBSENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  8.  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  from  the 
comtnittee  on  roads  and  canals,  rejiorted  a  bill  to 
appropriate  afundfor  internal  improvenienl;  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  H.  Aelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
tnaking  appropriations  for  the  military  establish- 
ment for  the  year  1819  The  committee  proceed- 
ed in  filling  up  the  blanks  of  the  bill,  receiving 
from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  expJanations  of  the  different 
appropriations  which  he  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill. 
Having  gone  through  the  bill. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  "concern- 
ing the  military  establishment  uftheU.  States." 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides  that,  in 
addition  to  the  jiresent  officers  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  tliat  corps  shall  consist  of  one  brigadier 
general,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  two 
captains,  four  first  and  four  second  lieutenants  to 
receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  officers 
of  the  same  grade  in  the  corps  of  ordnance.] 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  provision— the 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress — 

The  house  then  concurred  in  ftll  ihe  amendments 
to  the  appropriation  bill,  except  that  which  appro- 
priates ten  thousand  dollars  for  extra  p.iy  for  sol- 
diers employed  in  tlie  construction  and  repair  of 
military  roads. 

On  concurring  in  this  appropriation,  a  debate 
took  place  which  contiimed  until  a  late  hoar,  .nnd  in 
which  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Storrs,  Mercer,  Smith  of  Md. 
Mills,  LnundeSy  Tueker  of  Va.  and  Poindexter  took 
part. 

Before  deciding  the  question,  and  after  once  re- 
fusing  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  rejecting  two 
or  three  different  motions  to  adjourn, 

Tiiebillvas  laid  on  the  table;  and 

'i'he  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

J\[ondny,Jan.  1\.  Mr.  oV!;5ci'«/,  from  the  com- 
naittee  on  roads  and  canals,  to  which  was  recom- 
mitted a  bill  authorising  the  subscription  of  stock 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  company,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  which  was 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a  letter  from  Wm.  Lambert,  accompanying 
-iOO  copies  of  abstracts  of  calculations  to  ascertain 
the  longitude  of  the  capitol,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, .        , 


Th'-  house,  according  to  the  order  of  the  dav,  re. 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro, 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  military  establish- 
ment  during  the  year  1819. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  amendment  made 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  taking  the  sum  of 
10,000  dollars  from  thr-  general  appropriation  for 
the  quarter  master's  department,  and  inserting  the 
same  as  a  specific  appropriation  for  extra  pay  to 
soldiers  employed  in  the  construction  and  repairs  of 
military  roaiis. 

Mr.  Jicecher  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  strike  out  the  words  in  Jtalic,  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  works  "iKorking  on." 

This  motion  was  negatived— 87  to  65. 

Two  other  proposed  amendments  being  rejected 
by  large  majoriii  :s — 

Aftet  a  long  debate  on  the  main  question,  and  on 
the  Amendments  thereto,  in  which  Messrs.  Lincoln, 
lieecher,  Pindall,  Alex.  Smith,  Fuller,  jYelson,  Miller, 
Rhea,  Barbour,  Lowndes,  and  Hupkinson  took  part, 
the  questien  on  the  main  ameadment  was  taken  By 
yeas  and  n.^>s;  when  there  were. 

For  the  amendment  90 

Against  it  75 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tiie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  ayes  103;  and 

The  house  adjotirned. 

Tncsday,  Jan.  12.  Mr.  T.  M.  jVelson,  from  tin 
committee  on  military  affairs,  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

"The  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  president's  message,  of 
the  17th  November  1818,  which  relates  to  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  court  martial,  in  the  trial  of  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambrister,  and  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  report.- 

That,  after  a  perusal  of  tlie  various/  documents 
submitted  to  congress,  on  the  subject  of  the  Seini- 
nele  war,  they  find  much  difficulty  in  separating  the 
responsibility  of  the  commanding  officer,  tohisgo- 
vernment,  from  the  obligations  of  the  UnitedjStates 
to  Spain:  But,  as  the  occupation  and  capture  of 
Pensacola,  and  St.  Marks,  are  .subjects  of  ncgocia' 
tion  and  correspondence,  at  this  time  between  the 
two  governments,  and  as  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  will,  probably,  consider  this  part  of  the 
rresldent's  message  more  immediately  connected 
with  their  branch  of  the  subject,  your  committee 
will  confine  themselves,  in  this  report,  to  the  trial  | 
and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot  and  Kobcrt 
C.  Ambrister. 

Oo  the  2r)th  April,  1818,  a  general  order  issued 
at  head  quarters,  fort  St,  jSIarks,  by  major  general 
Jackson,  signed  by  colonel  Robert  Butler,  adjutant  ■ 
general,  detailing  "a  special  court  martial,  to  meet 
at  13  o'clock,  M.  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
charges  exhibited  against  A.  Arbuthnot,  R,  C.  Am- 
brister, and  such  others  who  arc  similarly  .situated 
as  may  be  brotight  before  it." 

Your  committtee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
attach  to  their  report  the  proceedings  of  that  court, 
as  every  member  of  the  house  has  been  furnished 
with  several  copies,  to  which  reference  can  be  ratule. 

Your  committee  can  find  no  law  of  the  U.  States, 
authorizing  a,  trial  before  a  military  court,  for  such 
offences  as  are  alledged  against  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 
brister, (except  so  much  of  the  second  charge,  a^ 
charges  Arl)uthnot  with  "acting  as  a  spy,"  ofwhif" 
part  of  the  charge  the  court  found  him  «'not  guilty  ) 
nor  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  docs  an} 
usage  authorize,  or  exig-ency  ap])ear  from  the  (loc«- 
raeuts  accompanying  the  report  of  the  trial,  whicti 
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can  justify  the  assumption  and  exercise  of  power 
bv  the  court  martial,  and  the  commansling'  general, 
on  this  occasion. — It  is  admitted,  as  a  maxim  of  the 
law  of  nations,  that,  when  the  war  is  with  a  savag-e 
nation  which  obsen-es  no  rules,  and  never  g-ivcs 
quarter,  we  ra^y  punisli  them  in  the  person  of  any 
of  their  people,  whom  we  may  take,  (belong-ing  to 
the  number  of  them)  and  emleavour  by  this  rig-or- 
ous  proceeding  to  force  them  to  respect  the  laws  of 
humanity.  Wherever  severity  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  mercy  becomes  a  duty. — In  vain  has 
3'our  committee  sou.^ht  among  the  documents  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war  for  a  shadow  of 
necessity  for  the  death  of  the  prisoners  arraigned 
before  die  court.  The  war  was  at  an  end,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes — the  enemy's  strong  holds 
had  been  destroyed — many  of  them  killed  or  taken 
prisoners,  and  the  remainder  a  feeble  band,  dis- 
persed and  scattered  in  every  direction.  The  Spa- 
nish fort  of  St.  Mark's,  which  it  was  supposed,  (and 
50  doubt  justly)  had  protected  them,  was  also  in  our 
possession,  and  so  entirely  was  the  war  considered 
to  be  terminated,  that  the  Georgia  militia,  under 
general  Glasscock,  had  returned  to  their  homes. 
Then  where  was  the  absolute  necessity,  which  alono 
could  warrant,  a  departure  from  the  exercise  of 
that  clemency,  of  which  the  U.  S.  has  heretofore  so 
justly  boasted? 

Your  committee  find,  in  the  general  order  of  the 
29th  April,  in  which    General  ,lackso;i  oi'ders  tlie 
execution  of  Arbuthnot  and   Ambristei,   tins  re- 
xnurkable  reason,  intended  as  a  justification  of  the 
exccutioas,  principally  of  Ambrister,  but  applying 
to  both  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister:  "It  is  an  establish- 
ed principle  of  the  law  of   nations,  that  any  indi- 
vidual of  a  nation,  making  war  against  the  citizens  of 
another  nation,  they  being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  al- 
legiance, and  becomes   an  outlaw   and  a  pirate." 
It  may  be  asked  by  what  system  of  interpretation 
the  oftences  charged   could  be  considered  as  pi-  [ 
racies,  which  imply,  in  common  acceptatinn,  ofTcn- 1 
ces  upon  the  high  seas,  of  which  the  court  could  not  \ 
assmue  cog-nizance;  and  it  is  equally  difficult  to  un- j 
dei-stand  the   propriety  of  the  application  of  the  ; 
term  "outlaw,"  to  the  offenders — a  term,  which  ap- j 
plies  only  to  the  relations  of  individuals  with   their  \ 
o-uni  governments.     It   will  not   be  juctended,  that  i 
La  Fayette,  who  volunteered  his  services  in  liie 
cause  of  America,  in  the  war  which  established  our 
independence,  forfeited  his  allegiance,  became  an 
outlaw  and  subjected  himself  to  an   ignominious  j 
death,  had  he  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Kuglish. 
Or  can  it  be  believed  that  one  voice  would  be  heard 
in  justification  of  Spain,  if  she  were  to  execute  such 
of  our  countiymcn  as  she  may  make  prisoners,  while 
fighting  in  the  arms  of  the  South  American  Patriots? 
And  if  these  cases  should  not  be  considered  of  such 
a  nature,  as  to  wan-ant  a  resort  to  so  severe  a  men- 
sure,  while  they  occiu-red  with  a  people  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  and  considered  by  the  parent  countries 
to  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  much  less  could  these 
men  (Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,)  be  considered  lia- 
hle  to  it,  who  were  acting  with  a  power,  .acknow- 
ledged and  treated  as  sovereign  and  independent  by 
us. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
particularly  to  the  case  of  K.  C.  Ambrister,  who, 
after  having  been  subjected  to  atrial  before  a  court 
which  had  no  cognizance  or  jxirisdictinn  over  the 
oflences  charged  against  him,  was  shot  by  order  of 
the  commanding  general,  contrary  to  the  forms  and 
usages  of  the  army,  and  without  regard  to  the  find- 
ing of  that  court,  which  had  Leett  instituted  as  a 
guide  for  himself. 


Your  committee  must  here,  injustice  to  their  own 
feelings,  express  their  extreme  regret,  that  it  has 
become  theirduty  to  disapprove  the  conduct  of  one 
who  has,  on  a  former  occasion,  so  eminently  contri- 
buted to  the  honor  and  defence  of  the  nation,  as  has 
major  general  Jackson;  but  the  more  elevated  the 
station;  the  more  exalted  tlic  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual, the  more  necessary  is  it,  by  a  reasonable,  )et 
temperate  expression  of  public  opinion,  through  the 
constitutional  organ,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
incidents  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment and  lavi's. 

Nor  can  your  committee  forbear  including  iu 
their  strictures  the  court  martial  who  sat  on  the  trial 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  A  court  martial  is  a 
tribunal  invested  with  limited  jurisdictions,  having 
for  its  guidance  the  same  rules  of  evidence  which 
govern  courts  of  law;  and  yet  Arbuthnot  is  refused 
by  t)ie  court,  martial,  before  M-hom  he  was  on  triaj 
for  his  life,  the  benefit  of  the  testimony  of  Aiubrister, 
who  had  not  been  put  upon  his  trial  at  that  time, 
and  whose  evidence  would  have  been  received  by 
any  cpiu-t  of  law  as  legal,  if  not  credible.  Many 
other  exceptions  might  be  made  to  the  evidence 
recorded  in  these  proceedings:  p.articularly  to  the 
question  put  to  the  witness  ilambly,  viz.  "  Do  you 
believe  the  Semiiujles  Avoidd  have  commenced  the 
business  of  murder  and  depredation  on  the  white 
inhaljitants,  had  it  not  been  at  the  instig-ation  of  the 
prisoner  [Arbuthnot  1,  and  a  promise,  on  his  part, 
of  I?rif  isli  protection^  Answer:  "I  do  not  believe  they 
wou.ld,  witliout  they  had  been  assured  of  liritisJi 
protection.  A  leading  question  is  expressly  forbid- 
den to  be  used  by  a  court  martial,  by  Macomb  on  . 
Martial  Law,  and  of  which  the  court  must  liave  been 
apprized,  as  it  is  a  nork  comuu)n  in  the  army,  and 
usually  refeiTcd  to  by  every  court  martial  when  ii^ 
session;  and  the  question  was  calcidated  to  elicit  un 
expression  of  opinion  and  belief  from  the  witness, 
rather  than  a  statement  of  facts,  upon  which  alon',» 
could  the  court  act.  Hearsay  evidence,  in  a  case  <;f 
life  and  death,  your  com!nittef  will  ventrn-e  to  as- 
sert, was  never  before  received  Against  the  accused 
in  any  court  of  this  country,  and  }et  on  the  face  fif 
the  record  of  thv  proceedings  of  the  court  martial, 
hearsay  testimony  is  admitted,  which  li.id  been  re- 
ceived from  an  Indian,  who,  if  present,  Mould  not 
have  be.en  allowed  to  give  evidence  himself. 

After  m:Uare  deliberation,  your  committee  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

^eso/T't'</,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  disapproves  the  ]>roeeeding-s  iu 
tlic  trial  and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot  and 
Robert  f".  Ambrister." 

^Ir.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  of  the  military  com» 
mittee,  submitted  a  paper  drawn  up  in  the  sliape  of 
a  report  by  that  committee,  which,  I)y  a  m;ijority  of 
one  vote,  that  committee  had  refused  to  accept,  and 
the  said  paper  was  read  as  follows: 

"The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  soiuuch 
of  the  President's  Message  asrclatcsto  the  Seminole 
War,  and  tlie  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Alexander 
Arbuthnot  and  ]voI)ert(^.  Ambrister,  Jtefxjvt: 

Tb:it,  Gen.  Jackson,  iu  a  short,  though  sanguina- 
ry war,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  brovgliJ; 
them  to  tei'ms  of  peace;  and  in  the  summer  of  1814, 
a  treaty  was  concluded  with  them,  wherein  they 
ceded  to  the  United  States  a  teri'itcry  embracing 
several  millions  of  acres  of  land;  the  eft'ect  of  this 
cession  was,  th.e  cutting  off  the  Indian  establish. 
ments  between  the  settlements  of  theUnited  State.-, 
in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  the  SpiuilsU  ten-itory. 
I'his  object  being  obtained,  futvire  ])eace  and  safety 
to  our  citizensj   in  that  quarter,  were' confidently 
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anticipated;  b^!^,  contrary  to  these  just  expecta- 
tions, it  was  discovi-red  that  a  liostile  disposition 
was  still  entertained  by  the  Seminole  tribe  of  that 
nation,  aided  by.ftrtitive  negroes,  and  instigated  by 
foreign  incenciiuries.  It  having  been  represented 
to  the  govewiment,  that  murders  liad  been  commit- 
ted on  our  defenceles's  citizens,  Gen.  Gaines  was  or- 
dered, in  the  summer  of  18ir,  with  a  considerable 
force,  to  take  a  station  in  that  section,  for  their  pro- 
.tection.  Gen.  Gaines  was  directed  to  keep  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  ab- 
stain from  evei'V  attempt  to  cross  the  Florida  line; 
but  to  demand  of  the  Indians  the  perpetrators  of  the 
crimes  thus  committed,  in  order  that  punishment 
inig'ht  be  inflicted  upon  tiie  guilty,  without  invoh'- 
ing-  the  innocent,  smd  without  a  general  rupture 
with  these  deluded  savages      "^'~"  ^■"■*  "*"  -•■"' 


The  fact  of  such  nuu-- 


ders  having  been  ascertained,  attended  with  aggra- 
vating circumnlances  of  rajjine  and  cruelty,  Gen. 
Gaines,  in  conformity  with  his  orders,  made  the  de- 
mand. The  savages,  through  the  deceptive  repre- 
sentations of  foreign  incendiaries,  \yere  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  strength  of  the  United  States  v.-as  not 
suilcient  to  subdue  them;  or,  if  their  own  forces 
were  iacoivipetent  to  sustain  the  conflict,  they 
Avould  receive  assistance  from  the  British.  These 
promises,  nuule  by  these  unauthoi-ized  agents,  were 
predicated  u])on  a  pretence,  that  the  United  States 
had  bound  tiiemselves,  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to 
restore  tiie  lands  which  the  Indians  had  ceded,  prc- 
viousiv-  to  that  treaty,  at  Fort  Jackson;  and  thai  the 
Bi'iti.sh  government  would  enforce  its  obsei-vance. 
Uiidcrthis  influence,  they  not  only  refused  to  de- 
liver the  murderers!,  but  repeated  their  massacres 
whenever  opportunity  offered;  and,  to  evade  the 
arm  of  jus!  ice,  took  ref'.gc  across  the  line,  in  Flori- 
da. In  Uiis  state  of  afiUn-s,  in  Nov.  1817,  Lt.  Scott, 
of  tiie  United  States  army,  under  Gen.  Gaines,  with 
47  persons,  men,  women  and  children,  in  a  boat  on 
the  App:v.':ichicoia  river,  about  a  mile  below  the 
junction  of  the  Flint  and  the  Chatahoochie,  was  sur- 
prised by  an  ambuscade  of  Indians,  fired  upon,  and 
the  whole  detachment  killed  and  taken  by  the  In- 
dians, except  sixii^n,  who  escaped  by  flight,  (one 
of  whom  w^as  wounded.)  Those  who  were  taken 
alive  on  this  occasion,  were  wantonly  murdered  by 
the  ferocious  savages,  who  took  the  little  children 
and  das'ied  out  their  brains  against  the  side  of  the 
boat,  and  butchered  all  the  helpless  females  except 
one,  who  was  afterwards  retriken.  Gen.  Gaines 
Avas  not  yet  authorized  to  cross  into  Florida,  to  en- 
force a  c  mpliance  with  his  demand  for  the  delivery 
t>fthe  murderers,  while  the  Indians  were  collecting 
in  large  numbers  u!;--)n  the  line,  which  they  see;n- 
e4<o  think, a  perfect  safeguard,  and  from  which 
they  continued  their  predatory  incursions,  as  op- 
portunity permitted.  A  letter  from  the  secretary 
cfwar,  of  the  9th  Dec.  1817,  authorized  Gen. Gaines, 
in  case  the  state  of  things  should  continue,  and  it 
should  become  impossible,  by  any  other  means,  to 
prevent  their  depredations,  to  exercise  a  sound  dis- 
cretion as  to  crossing  the  Florida  line,  to  break  up 
their  establishment;  and,  on  the  16lh  of  the  same 
month,  the  S2cretary  of  v/ar,  by  letter,  directed  to 
Gen.  Gaines,  fully  authorized  him  to  cross  the  line, 
and  attack  the  Indians  within  the  Spanish  territory, 
should  they  still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for  de- 
predations ;dready  committed — vmless  they  should 
.shelter  themselves  under  a  Spanish  fort,  in  which 
case  lie  \^"as  directed  to  notify  the  department. 

Intelligence  being  received  by  the  war  depart- 
ment of  the  mass.acre  of  Lt.  Scott  and  his  comp.i- 
7iions,  Gen.  .Jackson  was  directed,  by  letter  of  the 
2t)t'.i  Dec. 1817,  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  and  take 


command  of  the  forces  in  that  quarter;  with  authp- 
rity,  in  case  he  should  deem  it  necessary,  to  call 
upon  the  executives  of  the  adjacent  states  for  such 
additional  force  as  he  should  deem  requisite;  in 
which  he  wasreferredto  the  previous  orders  given 
to  Gen.  Gaines,  and  du'ected  to  concentrate  his  for- 
ces,  and  adopt  the  measures  necessary  to  terminate 
a  conflict,  which  had  been  avoided  fi'om  considera- 
tionsof  humanity,  but  which  had  now  become  in. 
dispensible,  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  savage 
enemy.  In  January  following,  the  secretary  of  war, 
in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Gaines,  says,  "The  honor  of  the* 
United  States  requires,  that  the  w  ar  with  the  Semi- 
noles  should  be  terminated  speedily,  and  with  ex- 
emplary punishment  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked." 
Under  these  orders,  and  in  this  critical  state  of  af- 
fairs, Gen.  Jackson,  with  that  zeal  and  promptness 
which  have  ever  marked  bis  career,  repaired  to  the 
post  assig-ned,  and  assumed  the  command.  The  ne- 
cessity of  crossing  the  line  into  Florida  was  no  Ion- 
ger  a  subject  of  doubt.  A  large  force  of  Indians 
and  negroes  was  making  that  territory  their  refuge, 
and  the  Spanish  authority  was  cither  too  weaker 
too  indiflerent  to  restrain  tliern;  and  to  comply  with 
orders  given  him  from  the  department  of  w'ar,  he 
penetrated  Immediately  into  the  Seminole  towns, 
driving  the  enemy  before  him,  and  reduced  them 
to  ashes.  In  the  council  house  of  the  king  of  tlie 
Mickasukians,  more  than  50  fresh  scalps,  and  in  an 
adjacent  house  upwards  of  300  old  scalps,  of  all  ages 
and  sexes,  \\ere  found;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  pub, 
lie  square  a  red  jiole  was  erected,  crowned  with 
scalps,  kn.own  by  the  hair  to  have  belonged  to  the 
companions  of  Lt.  Scott. 

To  inflict  merited  punishment  upon  these  barba- 
rians, and  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  these  niassa. 
cres,  by  bringing- the  war  to  a  speedy  and  success, 
ful  termination,  he  pursued  his  march  to  St.  -Marks, 
when  he  found,  in  corroboration  of  previous  infor- 
mation, that  the  Indians  and  negroes  had  demand, 
ed  the  surrender  of  that  post  to  them;  and  that  the 
Spanish  garrison,  according  to  the  commandant's 
own  concession,  was  too  weak  to  support  it.  Here 
he  Ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  been  supplied 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  v/ar,  from  the 
commandant  of  the  j)ost;  that  foreign  incendiaries, 
instigating  the  savages,  had  free  communication 
with  the  ibrt  for  carrying-  on  their  intrigues;  CQiin- 
cils  of  war  were  permitted  by  the  commandant  to 
be  held  by  the  cjnefs  and  warriors  within  his  own 
qu.u-ters;  the  Spanish  store  houses  were  approprii 
atcd  to  ihe  u:;e  of  the  hostile  party,  and  actually 
filled  with  goods  l.ielongiiig  to  them;  munitions  of 
war  were  furnished  them,  and  property,  known  to 
have  been  plundered  from  our  citizens,  purchased 
from  them  by  the  commandant,  while  he  professed 
friendsh.ip  to  the  United  States.  Gen.  Jackson, 
therefore,  had  no  hesitation  to  demand  of  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Marks  the  surrender  of  that  post, 
that  it  might  be  garrisoned  with  an  American  force; 
and,  when  the  Spanish  oflicer  hesitated  to  dclivei 
it,  he  entered  the  fort  by  force,  though  without 
bloodshed,  tlie  enemj/  having  fled,  and  the  g.wri- 
son  beii:g- too  weak  to  make  opposition.  Convineea 
of  the  necessity  of  rapid  movements,  in  order  to  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  expedition,  he  immediately 
marched  his  forces  to  Suwany,  seized  upon  tlie 
stores  of  the  enemy,  and  burnt  their  vdlagcs. 

Having  tims  far  efl:ected  his  object.  Gen.  Jack- 
son considered  the  war  at  an  end.  St.  Marks  being 
garrisoned  by  an  American  force;  the  Indian  to*ns 
at  Mickasuky  and  Suwany  destroyed;  the  two  In- 
dian chiefs,  who  had  been  the  prime  movers  ana 
le.adei-s  of  the  savages,  one  vf  Vvhpm  had  comraaiuir 
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ed  the  party  that  murdered  Lt.  Scott  and  his  com- 
'pmiions,  and  the  two  principal  foreign  instigators, 
Arbutnot  and  Ambrister,  being  taken  and  executed, 
^cn.  Jackson  ordered  the  Georgia  militia  to-be  dis- 
charged, and  was  preparing  himselfto  return  toTen- 
Tiessec.  But  he  soon  learned,  that  the  Indians  and  ne- 
^roeswcve  coiiectingin  companies  west  oftheAppa- 
Lchicola,  which  would  render  it  necessary  for  him 
to  send  a  detachment  to  scour  the  country  in  that 
quarter.  While  preparing  for  this  object,  lie  learn- 
ed, that  the  Indians  were  admitted  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Pensacola,  and  enjoyed  free  access  to  that 
town;  that  they  were  collecting  in  large  numbers, 
^0  being  in  Pensacola  on  the  15th  of  April,  many 
of  whom  were  known  to  be  hostile,  and  had  just  es- 
«flped  from  the  pursuit  of  our  troops;  that  the  ene- 
my were  furnished  with  ammunition  and  supplies, 
and  received  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  our 
forces,  from  that  place;  that  a  number  of  them  salli- 
iedout,  and  murdered  18  of  our  citizens,  settlers  up- 
on the  Alalsaniu,  and  were  immediately  received  by 
the  governoi',  and  by  him  transported  across  the 
bay,  that  they  might  elude  the  pursuit. 

These  facts  being  ascertained  by  Gen.  Jaclcson 
from  unc[uestionable  authority,  he  immediately 
took  up  his  line  of  march  towards  Pensacola,  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment  of  about  1200 'men,  for  the 
purpose  of  countei-acting  the  views  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  execute  his  ortlers  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, by  terminating  the  war  speedily,  and  with  ex- 
emplary punishment  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked, 
©u  the  10th  J^Iay  he  crossed  the  Appalachicola  at 
tlie  (Jcheese  village,  with  the  view  of  scouring  tlie 
country  west  of  tliat  river:  and,  on  the  2o(l  of  the 
same  niontli,  he  received  a  communication  from 
the  governor  of  West  Florida,  protesting  against 
his  entrance  into  that  province,  commanding  hinj 
to  retire  from  it,  and  decktring,  that  he  \\  oiilj  re- 
fel  force  by  force,  provided  he  should  not  obey. 
This  communication,  together  with  the  evident  in- 
<lications  of  hostility  in  the  governor,  who  had  been 
well  advised  of  the  object  of  gen.  Jackson's  opera- 
tions, detei-mined  the  measures  which  he  pursued. 
Accordingl}',  he  marclicd  directly  to  Pensacola,  and 
with  but  the  shadow  of  opposition  took  possession 
•f  that  jjlace  the  following  day,  the  governor  hav- 
ing fled  to  Fort  Carlos  de  Barrancas;  which  post, 
after  a  feeble  resistance,  was  also  surrendered  to 
gen.  Jackson  on  the  28th;  by  whicli  the  Indians  and 
tligitive  negroes  were  eifectually  deprived  of  all 
•possible  means  of  continuing  their  depredations,  or 
screening  themselves  fromthe  arm  of  justice.  Thus 
gloiiously  terminated  the  Seminole  war;  a  war  re- 
luctantly entered  into,  but  urged  by  dire  necessity, 
to  protect  from  tlie  tona.diawk  and  scalping  knife 
of  the  most  ruthless  savages  our  peaceful  frontier 
settlers,  who,  from  decrepid  age  to  helpless  infancy', 
■formore  than  two  years,  had  been  exposed  to  their 
cruelties — a  war  in  which  our  citizens  and  soldiers, 
with  their  usual  fortitude  and  valor  under  their  pci'- 
severing  and  detennined  commander,  endured  long 
and  dilHcult  marches — submitted  to  painful  priva- 
,tions,  subdued  a  brave  and  merciless  enemy,  with- 
out suffering  one  defeat,  or  betraying  a  solitary 
•mark  of  dismay  to  tamish  the  lustre  of  their  coun- 
try's glory.  A  variety  of  circimistimces  convinced 
g'en.  Jackson  that  the  savages  had  commenced  this 
war,  and  persisted  in  tlieir  barbarities;  under  the 
infiuence  of  some  foreign  incendiaries,  more  crimi- 
nal tl^jin  the  uncivdlzed  natives.  Alexander  Ar- 
buthnot,  who  avowed  himself  a  British  subject  and 
resided  among  the  savages  as  an  Indian  trader,  was 
taken  at  St.  Marks,  to  which  place  he  had  v.ith- 
'jftTw'n  Z3  danger  approached,  aiKl  wss  living  as  an 


inmate    in  the  family  of  the  commandant.     It  ap- 
pearing that  he  had  been  a  zealous  advocate  fo? 
the  pretended  rights  of  the  savages,  and  in  this  res- 
pect the  successor  of  the  notorious  col.  Nichols,  of 
the  British  colonial  marines,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great-Britain;  that   he  had  repeatedly   written  in 
their  behalf  to  the  Spanish  governor  of  St.  Augu*. 
tine,  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  the  British   mi- 
nister in  the  United  States,  and  to  col.  Nicliola,  en- 
deavoring to  procure  aid  from  both  those  govei-n- 
ments  against  tlie  United  States;   that  he  had  rt'- 
peatedly  advised  tlie  Indians  not  to  comply  with  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  assuring  them  that  the  lands 
ceded  to-  the  United  States  by  them  in  1814  were 
to  be  restored  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  j)eace  with 
Great  Britain;  gen.  Jackson  ordered  him  to  be  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  consisting  of  13  respectable  offi- 
cers, with   major-general  Gaines  president.     The 
court  was  directed  to  decide  upon  the  fact  of  his 
g-uilt  or  imiocence;  and,  if  guilty,  what  punishment 
should  be  inflicted.     Upon  satisfactory  testimony, 
he   wiis  convicted  of  inciting-  and  stirring  "up  the 
hostile    Creeks   to    war  against   the  United  States 
and  her  citizens;  and  of  aiding,  abetting  and  com- 
forting the  enemy,  supplying  them  with  the  means 
of  war,   and  by  the  court  sentenced  to  be  hung. — 
Bobert  C.  Ambrister,  late  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Bri- 
tish   m.arine    corps,  and  with    the   hostile  Indians 
and    fugitive    negroes    the    successor  of   Wood- 
bine,   of  notorious  memory,   was  taken   near  the 
mouth   of   Suwaney   river.     It  being  v-ell  known 
that  he  had  been  a  leader  and  commander  of  the 
hostile    Indiaiis    and    fugitive   slaves.    Gen.  Jack- 
son also  directed  him  to  bo  tried  by  the  same  court 
martial.     Upon  satisfactory  evidence,  he  was  con- 
victed of  having  aided  and  comforted  the  enemy, 
sup])lying  them  with  the  means  of  war  by  giving 
them  inteiligence  of  the  movements  and  operations 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  by  sending 
the  Indians  and  negrox-s  to  meet  and  fig-ht  against 
them:  and  upon  his  own  confession,  as  well  as  the 
clearest  evidence  of  having  led  and  commanded  the 
lower  Creeks  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  the 
United  States,  was  by  the  court  sentenced  tobe  shot. 
One  of  the  members  requesting-  a  reconsideration 
of  tlie  sentence,  it  was  agreed  to;  and,  on  a  revision, 
the  court  sentenced  him   to  receit-c  50  stripes  on 
his  bare  back,  and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and  chain 
to  hard  labor  for  12  calendar  moiitlis.     Gen.' Jack- 
son a])proved  the  sentence  in  the  case  of  Arbutli- 
not:  and,  in  the  case  of  Ambrister,  he  disapproved 
the  reconsideration,  and  confirmed  the   first  sen 
tence.     They  were  both  executed  accordingly.     In 
relation  to  tViese  transactions,  questions  ofihc  first 
mag-nitude  present  tliemselvcs,  wliich  the  commit- 
tee have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  investigate.     Was 
i^'in.  Jackson  justifiable,  after  inarching  his  army 
across  the  line,  into  the  territory  of  Spain,  in  taking 
possession,  by  force  of  arms,  of  the  Spanish   posts, 
St.   Marks  and  Pensacola?     Had   he  the   right  to 
n\mish   Alexander  Arbuthnot,  and  Robert  C.  Ani) 
brister?    - 

From  the  facts  suSmitted,  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  did  not  re- 
Uiin  tliat  neutrhl  character  which  was  necessary  la 
render  its  territosy  sacred;  bu.t,  by  their  own  acts, 
eitiier  of  hostility  or  imbecility,  they  made  that 
territory  the  seat  of  v;ar,  independent  of  t!ie  so- 
lemn obligations  of  treaty,  w'ereby  Spain-engaged 
to  keep  lii^  Indians  Vi'itliin  her  territory  at  peace 
witii  the  United  States,  nn  prlncipiejs  inore  firmlv 
f.'«tablis!ied  by  the  U\v:s  of  nations,  th«n  this,  that 
a  nation  at  war  has  the  right  to  pursue  the  hostile 
army  into  the  ta-ritory  of  a  neutral  nation^  and  to 
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make  that  territory  the  seat  of  war,  when  either 
the  weakness  or  partiality  of  the  neutral  nation 
shall  suffer  tlie  belligerent  army,  retreatif.g  into 
its  territory,  there  to  rally,  collect  strenj^th,  and 
provide  supplies,  to  enable  them  to  renew  tlie  con- 
flict, and  especially  when  munitions  of  wav  shall  ba 
supplied,  either  by  the  citizens  or  authoritses  of 
the  neutral  nation.  * 

But,  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  ii 
should  never  be  forgotten  that  Spain  was  bound, 
by  the  most  solemn  stipulations  of  treaty  witi»  tlie 
Ijnited  States,  herself  to  have  foug-ht  these  battles; 
or,  if  too  weak  to  have  done  so,  at  least  to  have 
made  common  cause  with  the  United  States  against 
these  lawless  tribes  of  savages.  The  Unitei  States 
have  never  recognized  the  Indians,  within  her  ter- 
ritorial limits,  as  nations  absolutely  independent; 
hence  it  has  ever  been  considered  th.e  duty  of  the 
executive,  when  they  have  been  guilty  of  murders 
~lind  depredations  upon  our  citizens,  eiiher  in  plun- 
dering parties,  or  in  the  more  formidable  aspect  of 
Indian  armies,  to  order  against  them  ilie  military 
force  of  the  country,  or  call  into  service  the  militia, 
as  the  case  may  require,  to  check  their  barbari- 
ties, and  to  punish  their  crimes. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  the  executive 
lias  always  acted  shice  the  commencement  of  the 
present  government.     Repeated  and  bloody  depre- 
dations upon  our  southern  frontier,  in  wliich  peace- 
ful husbandmen,  defenceless  women,  and  innocent 
cluldren  were  made  the  victims  of  savage  ferocity, 
not  only  rendered  it  necessary  to  put   into  opera- 
tion the  military  force  of  the  nation;  but  the  shel- 
tering of  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  gave  occasion  for  tlie  orders  to  gen, 
Jackson,  to  pursue  them  beyond  these  limits.    If 
Spain  regards  the  Indians  in  the  .same  light,  it  was 
a  duty  no  less  incumbent  upon  her  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  than  by  treaty,  to  have  repressed  their 
lawless  depredations;  and  in  her  agents'  failing  to 
do  so,  if,  through  neglect,  they  made  themselves 
parties  in  the  war;  or  if  throuf^h   weakness,  they 
forfeited  the  right  of  sovereignty  in  that  territory 
where  they  failed  to  vmintum  it.     But,  if  Spain  re- 
gards the  Indians  as  communities  absolutely  inde- 
pendent, then  the  territory,  by  right  of  occupancy, 
belonged  to  the  Indians,  and  not  to  Spain,  and  the 
invasion  was  of  the  enem^^'s  territory.     Had  the 
commandant  of  the  Spanish  post  at  St.  Marks  done 
bis  duty,  in  withholding  from  the  enemy  supplies, 
and  in  denying  them  a  refuge  withiu  lUe  reach  of 
i)is  own  fort,  the  necessity  of  interrupting  his  gar- 
rison  would  not  have  existed;  nor  is  it  presumed 
chat  any  aitempt  would  have  been  made  by  general 
Jackson  to  possess  himself  of  that  post.     And  it  is 
also  presumed  that  his  orders  to  respect  the  Spa- 
nish posts,  were  predicated  upon  tiiis  supposed 
state  of  things.     But,  as  the  object  of  the  entrance 
into  Florida,  was  the  reduction  of  the  Indian  force 
— to  bring  the  Seminole  war  to  a  speedy  and  suc- 
ce.ssful  termination,  which  was  exhaustingthe  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  nation,  it  was  a  duty  which  he 
«iwed  to  his  country  to  effect  that  object.     Any  re- 
sult short  of  this  would  have  only  increased  the 
evils  which  it  was  his  duty  to  correct;  and  tliis 
could  not  be  effected  while  Spanish  fortilications 
.were  appropriated  to  their  defence,  and  yet  regard 
od  as  sacred  by  him.    To  have  retired   with  his 
forces,  under  such  a  combination  of  circumstances, 
which  would  have  confirmed  the  eironeous  impres- 
sion  entertai'ied  by  the  Indians  and  by  the  Spanish 
authorities,  of  the  sacred  character  of  these  places 
of  refuge  and  succour  to  our   ferocious  enemy, 
would  have  perpetuated  the  war,  and  given  it  the 


character  of  pennanenc}',  wbicli  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  required  should  be  speedily  con. 
eluded,  and  with  the  most  exemplary  panishmpnt, 
The  commandant  at  St.  Marks  himself  acknowledg. 
ed  that  his  command  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  In- 
dians  and  negroes;  he  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
heiled  the  approach  of  general  Jackson,  with  his 
American  forces,  as  a  deliverer,  and  to  have  co- 
operated will,  him  in  the  common  cause,  when  he 
was  assured  that  the  object  was  a  military  occupa- 
tion,  for  tiie  e.\press  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  Seminole  war,  and  not  for  conquest.  But  the 
fac?s  present  this  subject  yet  in  a  much  slroiifjer 
light  to  the  committee.  The  Indians  received  not 
only  shelter,  but  comforts  and  munitions,  and  alt 
the  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  war,  which  a  Spa- 
nish army  could  have  received  from  that  post. 
Did  this  condtict,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  com- 
mandant, result  from  a  hostile  disposition?  If  so,  he 
became  a  party  in  the  war.  Or  was  it  the  effect  of 
imbecility,  as  his  professions  of  great  friendship 
would  imply?  If  so,  the  act  of  garrisoning  St. 
Maiks  with  an  American  force,  bears  no  character 
of  hostility  to  Spain,  but  was  warranted  by  the  law 
of  nations — by  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  the  first 
law  of  nature — self-protection.  Had  the  governor 
of  West  Florida  maintained  the  neutral  character 
which  was  coniidenvly  expected,  and  which  it  was 
hii  duty  to  have  done,  the  Seminole  war  would  liave 
h«re  ended,  and  our  Hag  would  not  have  been  un- 
furled in  that  territory.  The  Indian  establishments 
at  Mickasuky  and  Suwaney  broken  up — their  vil- 
lages burnt — their  supplies  cut  off — S'.  Marks  oc- 
cupied by  our  troops,  their  pow.er  in  East  Florida 
was  entirely  annihilated. 

In  the  firm  conviction  that  the  war  was  ended, 
general  Jackson  had  ordered  the  Georgia  militia 
to  be  disbanded,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  re- 
turning himself,  with  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
volunteers,  when  he  learned  that  the  object  of  the 
campaign  was  not  yet  entirely  accomplished. 

The   vanquished    enemy    crossing  ,into    West 
Florid f),   where  the  authorities  of  Spain  proved 
as  imbecile   as  in  the   eastern   province,  renew- 
ed their   depredations,  by   their  incursions  into 
the   adjoining    territory    of   the   United   States, 
and  committing  murders  upon   our  frontier  set- 
tlers.    Every  circumstance,   which  not  only  justi- 
fied  the  act,  but  which  rendered  it  an  imperious 
duly  for  him  to  enter  the  Spanish  territory  of  East 
Florida,   was  equally  applicable  to  the  act  of  bis 
crossing  the   Appalacldcola,   to  break  down  the 
power  of  the  enemy   in   West  Florida.    But  the 
conduct  of  the  governor,  taken  in  connection  with 
t)ie  circumstances  which  induced  the  entrance  into 
Fensacola,  ret.dered  iis  occupancy  by  gen.  Jackson, 
if  possible,  yet  n.ore  palpably  necessary,  than  that  of 
St.  Marks.    Well  apprised  of  general  Jackson's  oN 
ject,  that  he  had  not  entered  the  Floridas  in  hos- 
tility to  Spain,  but  to   do  that  which   Spain  wa? 
bound  to  do,  both   by  treaty  and  by  the  laws  ol 
of  nations,   to  give  security  to  our  own  citizens, 
within  our  own  territory,  by  destroying  the  poffEf 
of  the  savage  foe;  the  governor  of  I'ensacola,  m 
equal  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  of  hu- 
manity, succoured  tho'^e   enemies,  supplied  thenj 
with   munitions  of  war,   sheltered   and  convey* 
from  the  hand  of  justice  those  of  them,  wl'O  *er« 
returning  from  the  bloody  prey:  and  when  ff^n^" 
Jackson  was  executing  the  righteous  man'lkjteso 
an  injured  and  indignant  nation   upon  thein, 
governor  commanded  him  to  depart  from     t    \\ 
riiory,  threatening  to  oppose  force  by  force,  snou 
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he  not  comply.  Thus  circumstanced,  what  should 
general  Jafksion  have  done?  Should  he  have  been 
induced,  by  tiie  unprovo'ked  and  gasconading  me- 
niices  of  a  foreign  governor,  to  retrace  his  steps? 
Or  shonld  he  have  rennained  stationary,  until  iie 
could  have  despatclied  a  messenger  to  the  execu- 
tive, for  instructions  how  to  act?  This  would  !iave 
ill  become  an  American  general,  whose  movements 
were  sanctioiied  by  the  sacred  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nations,  and  by  t!ie  solemn  stipiilavious  of  the  fo- 
reign prince,  as  well  as  by  the  authority  of  his  own 
government, 

Sliould  he  have  left  it  in  quiet  possession  of  a' 
savage  faef  Tliis  would  !>ave  defeated  the  whole 
object  of  the  war.  There  was  but  one  course,  in 
ihe  opuiion  of  the  committee,  which  he  could  jiur- 
sue,  consistently  with  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and 
the  safety  of  its  frontier  citizens.  'I'iie  Ciovenior 
of  West  Florida,  by  his  own  act,  had  become  a  par 
ty  wilii  the  savages  in  the  war:  or  had,  at  least,  by 
his  im!)ecility,  forfeited  the  right  of  sovereignly 
within  the  territory;  and  the  occupancy  of  the  Span- 
ish  posts  in  that  province,  by  General  Jackson,  was, 
ill  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  sacred  duty 
which  he  owed  to  himself,  to  his  army,  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  his  country.  While  this  nation 
scrupulously  regards  the  dictates  of  justice,  in  her 
intercourse  with  all  nations,  civilized  and  savage, 
it  is  a  diKy  which  she  owes  to  her  own  character 
and  to  the  safely  of  her  citizens,  to  assert  her  rights 
and  avenge  her  wrongs.  In  relation  to  these  move- 
ments, it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  sanctioned  the  act  of  General  .Tackson, 
in  the  occupancy  of  those  posts,  by  requiring  thai 
condition,  whicli  the  laws  of  nations,  and  tlie  treaty 
with  Spain  justify,  in  order  to  tlie  restoration  of  St. 
Marks;  and  if  Pensacola  is  not  held  subject  to  the 
same  condition,  tliis  does  not  imply  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  right,  but  should  be  regarded  as  the 
evidence  of  an  amicable  disposition  towards  Spain. 
The  committee  now  enter  upon  the  other  point; 
that.ofthe  trial  and  execution  of  the  foreign  insii. 
gaiois,  Arfauthnotand  Ambrisrer— astibjectofmore 
delicacy  and  tendtrness,  as  it  involves  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  individuals;  yet  of  equal  magnitude, 
and,  ill  the  opiniun  of  tlie  committee,  cf  cc.jual  clear- 
ness. In  ancient  limes,  when  barbarism  more  ge- 
nerally prevailed,  and  even  polished  luiions  seem- 
ed  unconscious  of  the  ties  of  humanity ,  wliich  ought 
ever  to  bind  ihe  whole  family  of  mankind  in  tender- 
ness and  affection,  the  p.-actice  obtained,  of  putting 
to  death  the  soldiers  and  even  the  citizens  of  a  van- 
quished enemy,  by  ihe  sword,  and  even  by  the  pub 
lie  execution,  or  of  liolding  prisoners  of  war  in  sla- 
very for  life,  and  entailing  bondage  upon  their  pos- 
terity, but  the  progress  of  civilizaiion,  aided"by 
the  benign  inHucnce  of  cliristiunity,  has,  in  modern 
•  days,  produced  a  radical  change,  highly  honorable 
to  the  civilized  world. 
j  In  consequence  of  this  principle,  it  follows,  that 
,  although,  when  one  nation  enters  into  war  witli  v.nu- 
,  ther  nation,  all  the  citizens  of  ihose  nations  Kiay  be 
j  considered,  in  some  respects,  as  enemies  to  all  liie 
citizens  of  the  other,  yet  tUey  have  not  a  right,  in 
al  cases,  when  they  meet,  to  act  in  bos',  ilit v  to  each 
other;  because  women,  children,  and  Al  oil.e  s  who 
are  exempted  from  bearing  arms,  and  tho.se  em- 
ployed in  rural  and  other  j).eaceful  occuoations,  are 
not  the  proper  oi.jects  of  hostility;  nor  is  it  admis- 
stble  to  take- the  lives  of  those  who  fall  into  the 
power  ot  their  enemies,  after  thev  have  surrender- 
t'ti;  because  such  acts  are  now  unauthorized  by  the 
taws  of  nations,  and  ever  has  been  a  violation  of  the 
i^ws  ot  humaruty.    S'o,  wh'en  armies  meet  in  the 


field  of  battle,  the  soldier,  who  Ixys  down  his  arma 
and  ask«  for  quarters,  is  entitled  to  his  life;  and 
the  same  to  garrisons  and  whole  armies;  if  they  of- 
fer to  capitulate,  incases  of  great  extremity,  it  is 
an  established  principle  in  the  laws  of  nations,  uni- 
versally acknowledged  where  civilization  prevails, 
that  their  lives  cannot  be  justly  taken,  unless  their 
gross  violation  of  ihe  rules  of  civilized  warfare  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  inflict  death  as  a  punishment 
for  their  crimes.  IJut  death,  in  such  cases,  is  ne- 
ver the  righteous  {ate  of  unsuccessful  war:  much 
less  are  peaceablr  citizens,  unarmed,  pursuing  their 
lawful  avocation^•,  subject  ;a  death,  or  any  other 
acts  of  hostility  calculated  to  injure  them,  either 
in  tlieir  persons  o;  tfFects;  because  sucfi  citizens  do 
not  offer  injury.  B.it,  from  this  general  principle 
and  universal  practice  among  christian  nations, 
another  principle  arises,  as  universally  acknowledg- 
ed and  equally  consonant  to  the  laws  of  nature  and 
nations,  that  when  a  nation,  either  savage  or  civi- 
lized, departs  from  the.se  rules,  and  grossly  violates 
the  laws  of  nations  and  of  humanity,  retaliation,  or 
reprisals,  are  alwayoi  justifiable,  often  useful,  and 
sometimes  essentially  necessary,  to  teach  the  of- 
fenders to  respect  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  to 
save  tiie  effusion  of  blood. 

in  si:ch  cases,  wliere  the  guilty  persons  can  be, 
taken  and  identified,  the  punishment  ought  to  fall 
exclusively  upon  them.  Yet  reprisals  are  not,  ne- 
cessarily, even  confined  to  the  persons  of  the  guil- 
ty; but  the  laws  of  war  justify  the  punishment  of 
the  offending  nation,  in  any  of  the  persons  of  the 
enemy.  This  nation,  ever  regarding  mercy  as  her 
delight,  has  heretofore  abstained  from  the  exercise 
of  this  power,  though  the  principle  was  recognized 
in  the  case  of  Capt,  Asgill,  in  the  revolutionary 
war;  and  by  President  Madison,  in  which  it  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  the  legislature,  in  the  late  war. 
When  at  war  with  savages,  who  respect  no  rule, 
and  are  governed  by  no  laws;  whose  known  mode 
of  warfare  is  indiscriminate  murder  of  ail  ages, 
sexes  and  conditions,  it  is  a  well  establislied  prin- 
ciple, that  their  crimes  may  be  lawfully  punislied 
in  the  persons  of  any  of  their  people;  and  the  citU 
z-ias  or  subjects  of  any  civilized  nation,  by  engag- 
ing in  their  warfare,  either  in  personal  hostility  or 
.by  instigating,  aiding,  and  abetting  them,  thereby 
identifying  themselves  with  the  savages,  belong  to 
their  nation  during  the  continuance  of  such  en- 
gagements, and  are,  by  the  true  and  acknowledged 
principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  subject  to  th^ 
same  treatment.  When  reprisals  shall  "be  made  by 
inflicting  retaliatory  punishnient  upon  foreigners 
thus  identified  with  savages,  it  is  justifiable  upon 
the  principle  of  reprisals  alone,  and  net  because 
they  bcconiC  outlaws  and  pirates;  for  the  laws  of 
nations  justily  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  nation 
in  entering  the  service  of  anovher  nation;  and,  dsr- 
ing  such  service,  they  are  considered  as  parts  of 
the  nation  wLicii  they  serve,  subject  to  the  same 
treatment,  in  all  r-specis,  as  if  they  were  its  natu- 
ral  citizens  or  subjects. 

It  was  upon  tl.is  [jriiiciple  that  the  Marquis  de  b. 
Fayette,  Daron  Sieuben  and  De  Kalb,  and  General 
Kosciusko,  entered  tlie  American  service  in  the  re- 
volutLnary  war,  -vvhich  was  never  considered  as  a 
just  occasion  for  war,  by  Great  Hrltain,  agaius!; 
France,  Prussia,  or  i'oland:  nor  yet  as  a  cause  for 
regarding  them  in  the  character  of  outlaws  and  pi- 
rates. ]5ui,  had  these  distinguished  men  fallen  in- 
to the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  ihe  laws  of  war  v.-ouhl 
have  entitled  them  to  the  same  tenderness,  and 
subjected  them  to  the  same  conditions  as  native. 
,\inericaire.     The  same  principle  is  equally  spplipa. 
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ble  to  those  who  enter  into  Ine  service  of  the  sa- 
vages. . 

Thi^nniverssl  principle  of  savage  warfare,  elicit- 
ed by  tl'.eir  general  practice,  is  that  of  the  most 
■cmti  and  aggraviite'l  murder;  not  only  of  Ibeir  en- 
emies taken  in  arms,  but  also  of  peaceful  uiiarmed 
citizens,  helpless  females,  tender  infants.  If  in- 
stances liave  been  known  wherein  they  have  spar- 
ed the  \ives  of  persons  falling  into  their  power, 
■thene  instances  have  been  too  fev/  in  nuinber,  com- 
pared with  the  massacres  which  they  have  commit- 
ted, desolating  whole  setiletnents,  and  murdering 
Avhnie  gurrioons,  to  give  an  opposite  character  to 
tlieir  general  practice. 

'  The  desolation  and  ruin  of  the  Wyoming  settle- 
•me-'t,  iatiie  revohi'ionary  war,  and  the  recent  mas- 
sacre at  Fort  .Mims  and  on  the  River  Raisin,  m 
perfect  accordance  with  tleir  general  hisfoiy,  froofi 
the  commencement  of  our  national  existence,  fur- 
nish sufficient  demonstration  of  this  fact. 

Alftxaader  Arbuthiiot  w;is  taken  as  a  resident  a- 
mong  the  savages,  with  whom  he  had  identified 
l!im.s"^elf,  by  acting  as  iheir  a^'fent,  exciting  them  t-i 
the  war,  aiding,  abetting,  and  snpplymg  them  with 
the  means  of  carrying  it  on.  Robert  C.  Ambrlster 
was  taken  in  their  actual  service,  as  a  leader  and 
commander  of  their  forces;  by  which,  as  well  as  by 
aiding,  abetting,  comforting,  and  supplying  them, 
he  was  also  identified  with  the  savages.  Agreea- 
bly to  these  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
committee  are  fully  of  opinion,  that  General  Jack- 
son, as  commander  of  tlie  armj",  l)ad  the  rigiit  \o 
•exercise  upon  then*  the  law  of  retaliation,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  court  martial  However  cau- 
tiously this  rule  should  be  exercised,  und  desira- 
ble as  mercy  always  is,  wlienever  it  can  be  exercis 
ed  with  safely,  this  godlike  virtue  has  its  bounds, 
beyond  wluch,  its  exercise  would  be  a  perversion 
to  justice;  and  it  is  presumed,  that  the  repeated 
murders  which  had  been  committed  upon  our  citi- 
zens, the  many  bloody  trophies  of  their  cruelties 
found  at  Mickasuky.and  theirpersisting  in  hostility 
ag.'.iiist  the  repealed  warnings  and  tlireats,  widch 
had  been  held  out  to  them,  bore  conviction  to  the 
mind  of  General  Jackson,  that  the  exercises  of  the 
law  of  retaliation  had  become  necessary  to  the  fu- 
ture safety  of  bis  fellow-citizens. 

But  he  chose  to  submit  the  case  to  the  investiga- 
tion and  decision  of  a  court  mariial,  compose-i  of 
distinguished  officers,  by  whom  Alexander  Arbuth- 
notwas  condemned  to  "be  hung,  wiiich  sentence 
was  confirmed  and  executed.  By  the  same  tribu- 
nal, Rob°rt  C.  Am^/rister  was,  iii  the  first  instance, 
condemned  to  be  shot;  but,  upon  reconsideraiion 
ti)ey  changed  the  sentence  to  that  of  corporal  pu' 
nishment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor.  'Die  re" 
consideration  Was  disapproved  by  general  Jackson, 
and  the  first  sentence  Lonfirmed  and  executed.  ()  i 
this  lust  point  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  have  been  more  correct  for  genend  Jackson. 
after  submitting  the  case  to  a  court  mariial,  not 
only  to  examine  the  facts  as  to  his  guilt,  but  to  de- 
termine, the  punishment  to  be  inflicted,  to  have  ac 
quiesced  iu  their  final  and  only  legal  decision  as  a 
court.  But,  in  this,  the  committee  are  satisfied 
that  general  Jackson  did  not  transcend  the  power 
warranted  by  the  law  of  retaliation— the  prisoner'-, 
own  confession,  and  the  evidence  produced,  going 
to  establish  the  facis  which  justified  its  applic;i- 
tion.  And  though  the  principles  of  national  law, 
involved  in  this  war,  would  have  autnorised  a  more 
extensive  sacrifice,  even  on  the  persons  of  tie  in- 
nocent, yet  the  commit  ee  deem  it  a  matter  of 
gi-eal  felicitation^  that  punishment  fell  upon   the 


guilty  alone;  and  that  the  object,  is  i-ffecl^d,  with 
so  limited  an  example  of  justice.  Under  tliiayiew 
of  the  whole  subject,  ihe  committee  can  discover 
much  which  merits  applause,  and  little  that  de- 
serves censure;  and,  from  the  incalculable  benefijs 
resulting  to  the  nation,  from  t!ie  faithful  and  dis- 
tinguished  services  of  general  .Jackson  and  the  offi- 
cers and  mcM  who  served  under  his  command,  iti 
terminuting  finidiy  the  Seminole  wur,  are  of  opinion 
that  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  their  cotin- 
try." 

The  report  having  been  read — 

With  a  view  to  give  the  report  and  tlie  substi- 
tute an  early  discussion,  Mr.  Cobb  moved  th&t  these 
papers,  ivhich  involved  principles  of  great  conse- 
quence, should  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  Floy<l  Was 
willing  to  meet  the  discussion,  but  wished  there- 
ference  made  as  customary  to  a  committee  of  the 
wliole.  Mr.  .SVf'ci;/;er  proposed  that  they  should  be 
laid  upon  the  table:  he  was  not  for  acting  hastily 
upon  them.  Mr.  .^-'o/nr/ci/er  deprecated  precipita- 
tion— but  unwilling  for  a  moment  \hat  the  report 
from  the  military  committee  should  be  considered 
as  the  will  of  the  house,  he  wished  the  discission 
to  take  place  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Jlfercer  ap- 
proved of  the  report,  and  proposed  that  a  day 
should  be  named  .or  the  house  to  consider  it.  Mr, 
Smyth,  of  Va.  of  a  difterent  opinion  respecting  the 
report,  proposed  that  it  sho'dd  be  taken  up  on 
.Monday  next.  Mr.  /J(3.sAa  wished  the  papers  to  lie 
on  the  tuble.  Mr.  J-Jtussm,  of  Ky.  suggested  the 
propriety  uf  a  general  concurrence  i:i  liie  commit- 
ment of  the  report  and  the  amendment — todebate 
it  now  was  only  consuminiX  the  time  of  the  house. 

After  .some  further  remarks,  from  Messrs.  Ftoyd 
Cobh  and  Sir  other,  in  support  of  their  respective 
opinions,  and  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order, 
the  question  on  referring  the  report  of  the  militan' 
committee  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  was  carried  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  /^c?s/ia,  the  paper  offered  bv 
Mr.  J&A/iso/i.ofKentucky,  as  a  substitute,  was  then 
referred  to  tlve  same  committee,  and 

Mr.  Tallmci'Jife  gave  notice  that,  if  no  one  eUe 
did,  he  should,  on  Monday  next,  rs.ove  to  go  into* 
committee  on  the  wliole  on  this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herbert,  the  stcretary  of  the 
treasury  was  instrucied  to  report  to  the  house* 
statement  of  the  debts,  credits  and  funds  of  all  the 
b.jiks  in  the  tiistrict  of  Cukimbia,  not  embraced  in 
resolution  of  the  house  a  fev/  days  ago. 

The  speukei-  laid  before  the  liouse  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  transmitting  the  annual 
report  of  the  commissioners,  with  sundry  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  wbJ'h 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  hud  before  the  house  another  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitui'g  sundry 
papers,  btlng  copies  of  ieiters  and  extracts  nf  let- 
ters to  the  conimuiiding  naval  ofiicers,  which  con- 
tain ail  tlie  instructions  which  have  issued  fro") 
the  navy  department  in  .pursuance  of  the  act  ot 
congress  proiiibitii^g  the  iinporiaiion  ofslaves,pW* 
sed'on  the  2d  day  of  Mtrch,  180r,  in  obediencetoa 
rcboiuiion  of  the  house  on  the  4di  instant. 

Tlie  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  suppo" 
the  military  establishment  for  the  year  1819,  «'>' 
read  the  third  tim^;  and  the  question  on  'l?^  P**' 
Sage  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  aiBmi*' 
live,  !)y  a  vole  of  107  to  57-  j 

j:j^"U;r  sheet  is  full:  we  cut  off  the  proceediogsre- 

luctantly,  though  not  important m-wy  arh" 
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03"  We  have  vainly  endeavored    to    keep  pace 
with  time,  in  registering'  tlie  documents  and  things 
belonging  to    the  period  of  the  present  vohime  of 
this   work,    and  reUictanlly  determined    to    pub- 
lish a  large  SUPPLEMENT  therefor,  price  o?ie  (hi 
lar,  which  shall  be  ready  for  delivery  very  soon  af- 
ter the  volume  is  finished.     The  resolution   is  in 
dispensably  necessary  to  preserve  the  general  chh- 
racier  and  utility  of  the  Ueoisteii — which  we  de- 
sire may  always  stand  pre-eminent  as   a  book  of 
fcference. 

Our  materials  for  such  supplement  are  very 
abundant.  It  will  contain  many  official  reports  of 
the  general  and  state  governments — debates,  mes- 
pages  and  speeciies — law  cases  and  decisions — and 
generally,  serve  as  a  receptacle  of  those  tliings 
whicli  would,  of  course,  have  been  inserted  in  the 
volume  if  we  had  had  room  for  them.  It  will  con- 
sist of  twelve  sheets,  printed  on  the  type  common- 
ly used,  to  get  in  as  much  as  possible. 

Gentlemen  who  have  not  given  us  standing  or- 
ders to  send  them  every  thing  published  as  ap- 
pertainirij^-  to  our  work,  will  please  to  give  direc- 
tions for  this  supplement.  Only  2500  copies  will 
be  printed. 

(Xj'The  great  length  of  the  report  oftlie  com- 
mittee of  tlie  house  of  representatives, appointed  to 
investigate  the  ati'airs  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  prevents  us  from  giving  our  valedictory  to 
banking,  "as  the /ect/ni^'  subject  discussed  in  the 
Rigister"  at  present — and,  as  all  the  documents  ac- 
companying that  report  must  be  published,  we  ex- 
pect to  be  too  much  cramped  to  do  it  for  sometime 
to  come. 

Of  this  report  it  is  not  needful  to  say  anything 
just  now.  It  BEMANDS  a  careful  perusal.  We  ap- 
prehend that  it  is  the  most  laborious  document 
ever  presented  by  a  congressional  committee.  How 
gieat  must  have  been  ihe  d  fficulty  to  make  an  in- 
telligent abstract  of  a  redundancy  of  materials,  so 
hard  of  comprehension  except  by  the  initiated,  as 
those  that  belong  to  the  speculation!  We  le^rn  that 
Mr.  Spencer's  health  nearly  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
HerculeaD  task. 

But— we  have  room  only  to  request  our  readers 
to  compare  the  things  which  we  have  urged  for  the 
last  nine  months,  with  the  facts  disclosed  by  the 
committee— and  especially  to  recommend  it  to  the 
editor  of  the  Southern  PatHot  that  he  revises  his 
article  of  the  13th  inst.  in  which  he  insinuates  that 
we  have  rather  delivered  ourselves  "in  the  spirit  of 
apariizan,"  than  as  if  "anxious  for  the  discovery  of 
truth." 

On  the  receipt  of  the  report  at  Philadelphia, 
it  is  stated  that  the  stock  fell  to  93;  at  New 
York  to  97.  There  is  but  a  small  portion  of  it  held 
in  the  latter  place.  We  have  not  heard  that  it  has 
any  price  in  Baltimore. 

When  congress  shall  be  called  upon  to  act  o.i 
the  report  of  ihe  committee,  the  most  deliberate 
judgment  will  be  requisite  to  steer  us  safely 
between  the  Scylla  and  Charybdis,  wliich  the 
bank  has  cast  us  into  the  neighborhood  of.  Hut.  fiat 
Jiisticia.' 

Vol.  XV, SO. 


CONGRESS. 

QCj'The  want  of  room  compelled  us  to  break  off 
our  account  of  the  proceedinjjs  of  congress  very 
abruptly  last  week— to  keep  '.he  journal  compite, 
we  have  resumed  it  at  the  place  which  we  stopped 
at. 

HODSE  OF  HKPnESKHTATlVES. 

Continuation  of  the  proceedings,  Tuesday  Jan.  12. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  s'lpport 
the  military  establishment  for  the  year  1819,  was 
read  the  tltird  timp;  and  the  question  on  its  pas- 
sage was  decided,  bv  yCRS  and  nays,  in  the  ailirma^ 
tivp,  by  a  vote  of  107  lo  57- 

[The  ground  of  the  opposition  to  this  bill,  is  the 
clause  it  contains  specifically  appropriatinsj  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  exlra  pay  for  the  soldiers' 
work  in  the  repairs  and  construction  of  roads;  tlii** 
provision  being  considered  to  involve  the  princi- 
ple of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  make  roads  within  the  several  states. 
Had  this  clause  been  excepted,  it  is  supposed  the 
bill  would  have  p:'3sed  nem.  con.] 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  acomrsittee 
oftlje  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  thf  chair,  on  the  bill 
'  re.<!pecling  the  military  establishment." 

[The  bill  provides  for  some  alterations  in  the  or- 
gaiiiz.ition  of  the  corps  of  engineers — and  contains 
several  arrangements  for  other  departments  of  the 
army.] 

After  debate,  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was 
stricken  out — 73  ti  52-  In  tlve  house,  the  bill  was 
ordeied  to  lie  on  the  table, 

After  considering  certain  private  claims — 

The  speaker  communicated  to  the  house  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a 
statemeiU  of  the  debts,  ci'edits  and  funds  of  the 
banks  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  house,  of  the  7th  in- 
stant; and 

The  bouse  adjourned. 

JVednesday,  Jan.  13 — Several  reports  on  private 
petitions,  &c.  were  received,  and  variously  dispos- 
ed of. 

Mr.  Middleton,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  president's  message  which  relates  to  the  illi- 
cit introduction  of  slaves,  reported  a  bill,  *'iti  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave 
trade;"  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the  open  space  be- 
tween one  of  the  squares  in  the  city  of  Washingtoji 
and  tlie  Pennsylvania  avenue,  occupied  much  of  thr; 
time  of  the  house  this  day.  After  debate,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  was  cliiefly  occupied  until  it  adjourn- 
ed on  sundry  private  claims. 

Thursday,  Jan.  14. — Several  reports  being  re- 
ceived— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J^e-wton,  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  were  discharged  froai  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  instructiii(.f 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a 
standard  of  weights  and  m-=::isures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JohnsoJi,  of  Va.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  U.  States  be 
requestetl  to  inform  the  House  (unless  the  com  iii". 
nication  of  the  informatian  be,  ii>  his  opinion,   };;• 
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compatible  with  the  public  interest)  whether  any 
application  has  been  made  by  any  of  the  indepen 
dent  governments  of  Sguth  America,  to  have  a  mi- 
nister or  consul  general  accredited  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  JJnited  States,  and  what  was  the  an- 
swer given  to  such  application. 

After  the  transaction  of  a  variety  of  business,  of 
not  much  immediate  importance  to  notice  at  pre- 
sent, 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  JVelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  im- 
portant bill  reported  at  the  last  session,  for  tlie  or- 
ganization and  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

The  bill  was  read  through;  when  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  leaving  this  the  business  of  course  for  to- 
morrow-, and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  15.  Mr.  Cumpbell,  of  Ohio,  sub- 
mitted for  consideration  the  following   resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
punishing  as  spies  white  men  who  may  be  found 
instigating  the  Indians  to  hostilities  or  fighting  with 
them  against  the  U.  States. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Sergeant  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  con»mittee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
enacting  a  general  ordinance,  whereby  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  shall 
be  guaranteed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  territories 
exlesior  to  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  made  the  basis  of  all  governments  hereafter  to 
be  estublished  therein. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findall,  a  committee  was  or- 
dered to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  delivering  up  persons 
held  to  labor,  or  service,  in  any  of  the  states  or  ter- 
ritories, who  shall  escape  into  any  other  state  or 
territory;  and  that  the  same  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J\'e^uton,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  make 
any  amendment  in  the  laws  which  regulate  'he 
coins  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  coins,  were 
i-.istructed  to  enquire  also  into  the  expediency  of 
fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  JS'elson  in  the  chair,  on  Mr.  llar- 
visou''s  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  militia. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committee 
rose,  ftnd  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Afttr  refusing  by  a  vote  of  54  to  SO,  to  adjourn 
over  to  Monday, 

The  house  ar^journed. 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Saturday,  Jan.  16,  1819  Mr.  Spencer,  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank  of  the  U.iited  States,  made  the 
following  report: 

'I'he  comrriittee  appointed  to  inspect  the  books 
and  to  examine  into  'he  proceedings  of  the  bank 
oi  Uie  United  Slates,  with  directions  to  report 
tbereon,  and  to  report  whether  the  provision.s  of 
its  charter  have  been  violated  or  not,  respectfully 
report — 

That,  under  the  leave  grunied  by  the  house,  ihe 
coimiiitlee  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  per- 


sonally inspected  the  bonks  of  the  bunk;  And  as  a 
farther  means  of  examining  its  proceedings,  tliey 
interrogate  J,  on  oatli,  the  president,  the  cashier, 
all  the  directors  of  the  bank  whose  attendance 
could  be  obtained,  and  several  of  its  clerks  and 
officers.  Kxam'.nations  also  have  been  made  at  the 
office  at  Galiimore,  at  Richmond,  and  -it  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  order  to  obtain  specific  inf  )iTfiation 
upon  certain  subjects  on  which  the  Sooks  of  the 
parent  bank  were  necessarily  deficient.  From 
these  enquiries,  conducted  with  great  labor,  and, 
the  committee  trust,  witli  great  care,  tliey  have  col- 
lected a  mass  of  inf  rm.ition  which  they  now  sub. 
mit  to  the  house,  and  which  will  be  referred  to  in 
t'^e  course  of  this  report.  This  information  con- 
sists of  tables,  statements,  and  extracts  made  by 
tie  committee  from  the  books  of  the  bank,  or  by 
them  compared  with  those  books  and  verified;  and 
of  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  and  of  letters  from 
the  president  of  the  institution. 

The  committee  are  aw.ire,  that  from  these  sour- 
ces of  iiiforniation  various  important  inferences  m»y 
be  drawn,  and  upon  them  the  most  interesting  opi- 
nions may  be  predicated;  it  has  been  their  inten- 
tion, however,  to  go  no  further  than  was  required 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house;  to  avoid  speculative 
opinions  on  general  subjects;  and  to  confine  them, 
selves  to  what  they  deemed  practical  objects  ofen. 
quiry,  which  they  settled  among  themr?elves  previ- 
ous to  entering  upon  the  iwvestiga'ion  Theseob- 
jects  seemed  to  divide  themselves  into  two  clas- 
ses: those  which  relaied  to  the  general  management 
of  the  bank,  and  the  conduct  of  its  officers;  and 
those  which  were  connected  with  the  question ofa 
violation  of  its  charter. 

As  to  the  general  management  of  the  concerns  of 
the  institution — among  the  points  of  enquiry  which 
appeared  to  be  most  immedistely  interesting,  were 
those  wkich  related  to  the  refusal  of  the  bank  ar.d 
its  offices  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie  at  any  other 
place  than  that  wliere  they  were  made  payable,  and 
to  the  practice  of  selling  drafts  on  each  other. 

!t  appears  that  the  directors  of  the  bank,  on  its 
first  institutio«,and  up  to  the  28th  of  August,  1818, 
strenously  endeavored  to  redeem  its  notes  at  all  its 
ofRces,  indiscriminately,  north  of  the  city  of 
Charleston.  Oa  the  7th  day  of  January,  1817,  it 
commenced  operations  by  discounting  notes  on 
pledged  stock,  and  to  stockholders  only,  and  by 
the  issue  of  its  bills.  The  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department  had  repeatedly  urged  the 
commencement  of  operations,  with  the  laudable 
view,  as  it  appears,  of  hastening  the  redemption, 
by  the  state  banks,  of  their  notes,  in  specie.  A'ide 
letters  from  the  secret»ry  of  the  treasury  to  the 
president  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  Stales,  15'li  A'igust 
and  29th  Novt- mber,  1016,  marked  I.  II  Efforts  on 
the  part  of  tJie  treasury  to  iiiduce  the  local  banks  to 
that  measure,  appear'to  have  been  abortive,Mntil  the 
bank  of  the  U.  States  made  certain  propositions 
which  induced  negociations  between  it  and  the  state 
ins;i'ution-.,whicl)  finnlly  resulted  in  a  compact  con- 
tained in  the  resolu.ions  of  the  board  of  directors, 
of  the  31st. lanuary,  1817,  herewith  submitted,  and 
marked  III;  and  in  order  to  exhibit  how  far  the 
bank  complied  with  the  compact,  a  statement  of  the 
\o^r.s  and  ofnotes  issued,  up  to  the  20tb  February, 
1817,  is  submitted,  marked  IV. 

It  can  be  necessary,  only,  to  refer  to  the  state 
of  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  at  this  period. 
The  notes  of  the  state  b.iuks  were  variou'.Iy  de- 
tavciatedjsome  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  while  others 
were  at  a  premium.  The  excessive  issue  of  papsf' 
by  the  local  banks,  had  caused  an  unnatural  and  sf: 
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tificial  depreciatio  •■.  ofstich  paper,  wl.ich  reqtiirefl 
only  time,  and  moderate  but  steady  reductions,  to 
restore,  not  to  an  uniform  par,  bu<  to  its  true  va- 
lue. Under  these  circumstances,  tie  bank  of  llie 
United  States  bad,  on  ihe  Ust  i!ay  of  February, 
1817,  (vide  statement  marked  V)  gS,848,000  due 
to  it  from  the  state  banks  at  Pliiladeiphis,  Kew 
York  and  Baltimore.  With  such  a  credi?,  consViMii- 
Jy  accumulating  by  the  transfer  of  tl'e  tr,-;,f,iiry 
funds,  and  by  the  payment  of  its  second  ins'.almenl 
in  the  notes  of  the  state  banks,  it  was  in  tiie  power 
of  the  United  States  bank  to  have  coerced  the  h)ca! 
institutions  into  a  moderate  and  reasonable  reduc- 
tion of  their  circulaiing  notes.  An  attempt  lo  t'o 
so  was  made  by  thecompyct,  111;  and,  altl.ougli  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  appears  to  have  bf-en  anx- 
ious to  effect  the  object,  it  did  not  persevere  in 
this  desig:n.  Ry  its  subsequent  acts,  it  improvi- 
dently  afforded  a  temptatic  ,  to  the  western  banks 
particuhirly,  to  extend  their  circulation  of  notes, 
by  insisting  on  its  brandies  payini^  out  their  own 
notes,  in  preference  to  those  of  the  s:ate  bank*; 
and  on  their  delivering  drafts  on  the  eastern  cities, 
whenever  it  could  be  done,  to  prevent  the  remit- 
tance of  their  own  notes.  The  brmch  notes,  and 
the  drafts  issued  in  consequence  of  those  instruc- 
tions, were  swept  away  by  the  facility  of  remittance 
tlius  unwarily  given,  as  well  as  by  the  ordinary 
balance  of  trade.  A  vacuum  in  the  circulation  was 
thus  produced,  which  could  be  supplied  only  by 
the  local  notes,  which  were  readily  received  by  the 
offices  of  the  bank  ofthe  Uniied  Siaies,  nnd  were 
retained  by  them  as  a  fund  upon  which  Interest  was 
charged  to  the  state  banks — The  letter  of  the 
president,  marked  VI.  exhibits  the  coHrse  pursued 
by  the  bank  in  this  respect. 

The  bank  of  tlie  Ur.ited  States  received  frore 
the  treisury  the  notes  of  the  local  institutions,  in 
many  cases,  as  special  deposits  to  be  paid  out  in  si- 
milar bills.  From  April,  1817,  to  this  time,  the 
amount  so  received  appears,  from  statement  Vll. 
to  be  §2,752,750,  of  which  87,341  continues  on 
hand,  icwtving  2,665,4(^9  as  the  amount,  voluntarily 
asstimed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  The 
comniiitee  have  not  fou;  d  any  evidence  ofthe 
bank  having  attempted  to  oppress  the  state  banks, 
either  by  wanton  demands  of  specie,  or  by  the 
rejection  of  their  notes.  Much  complaint  has  in- 
deed existed,  but  in  the  instances  which  have 
come  to  the  k'owledge  of  the  coramittee,  the  state 
banks  have  been  in  the  wrong,  and  some  of  them 
.at  the  westward  have  refused  the  most  equitable 
propositions  ofthe  bank,  and  have  met  its  demands 
for  its  just  dues  with  complaints  and  reproaches. 
It  was  not  intended  to  trouble  the  house  with 
any  of  the  various  letters  which  have  passed  oti 
that  subject,  but  as  the  president  ofthe  bank  trans- 
mitted a  letter  from  the  office  at  Cl.arleston,  ex- 
hibiting the  conduct  of  the  local  banks  in  that 
place,  it  is  presented  to  the  house,  tnsrked  VIII. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  instead  of 
conducting  with  the  alleged  rigor  towards  the  state 
banks,  the  bank  ofthe  United  S  ates  is  liable  to  the 
more  serious  charge  of  having  increased  the  amount 
of  notes  in  circulation,  by  its  acceptance  cf  them 
in  those  places, where  it  was  known  they  would  not 
be  redeemed  in  specie,  and  by  making  them,  in  the 
manner  before  mentioned,  the  only  circtilatirg  me 
diiim  in  that  part  ofthe  country.  Its  forbearance 
to  the  state  banks  is  vindicated  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  the  only  means  to  induce  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments.  This  efiect,  if  really 
owing  to  that  cause,  has  been  proved  to  be  but 
temporary,  and  experience  has  shewn,  that,  fet  the 


same  time,  or  soon  after  the  refubi.!  .k  i;  bank 
of  the  United  States  to  receive  tiie  notes  of  its 
offices,  many  ofthe  state  banks  began  to  suspend 
and  evade  their  specie  p.iyments. 

So  long  a.5  the  notes  of  each  office  were  p;iyable 
ai  all  the  olhers,  and  tiie  office  issuini;' them  was 
not  exclusively  liable  fortlieir  redemption,  the  dis- 
counts at  those  places,  against  which  il.e'-c  was  &  ba- 
b.'ice  of  trade,  becsme  laif^er  in  proportion  tc  theip 
indemnity  against  demanc's.  As  the  notes  ofthe 
offices  were  rapidly  carried  ofl=',  the  payment  of  these 
discounts  was  necessarily  made  in  the  notes  of  the 
local  ins'itulione-;  an'l  thus  it  was  one  inevitable  ei". 
fec'i  of  the  old  system,  to  increas?the  dc-btsof  the 
state  b..tiks  to  Ih-^  offi;:f'?of  thebank  of  the  United 
Stales  at  those  places.  The  demands  ofthe  bank 
w  re  suft'i^red  to  accumulate  improperly,  instead  of 
being  gradu.Uy  redneed,  s.s  specie  was  required 
at  other  offices,  and  in  small  qnar!ti\ips  that  v^-ould 
not  have  been  felt.  Their  reduction  was  not  in- 
sisted on  sufficiently  early;  and,  when  the  bank 
began  to  call  for  specie,  its  demands  were  so  con- 
siderable as  not  only  to  expose  the  local  bank.-:, 
but  the  citizens  in  their  vicinity,  generally,  to  very 
severe  pressure. 

Ry  substituting  the  credit  of  individuals  for  the 
payment  of  the  second  instalment, which  will  be 
prt  sently  stated,  instead  of  coin  or  the  not  es  of  state 
banks,  the  bank  ofthe  United  States  in  a  great  mea- 
sure deprived  itself  of  tlie  early  and  prompt  check 
wh"ch  tlie  possession  of  those  notes  would  have  af. 
forded,  to  the  more  extensive  increase  of  local  pa- 
per. In  Ju'y,  1817,  the  debts  due  from  the  state 
banks  are  re.iuced  to  g3, 972,000,  while  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  circulation, 
amounted  to  ^4,754,000;  by  which  it  might  have 
been  subjected  to  embarrassments  arising  from 
the  calls  of  the  local  institutions.  The  committee 
think  it  evident,  from  this  result,  that  the  ban!: 
did  not  exercise,  with  sufficient  energy,  th.e  power 
wiiich  it  possessed,  and  might  have  retained,  but 
rather  aftbrded  inducements  to  the  state  banks 
to  extend  the  .imount  of  their  circulating  notes,  and 
thus  increased  one  of  the  evils  it  was  intended  to 
correct. 

In  answer  to  an  enquiry  adi^ressed  b)'  the  com- 
mittee on  this  subject  to  the  presidentof  tlie  bank, 
they  were  furwished  with  his  views,  and  a  letter 
from  the  office  at  Boston,  marked  IX,  and  were  re- 
ferred  to  a  report  ofthe  committee  of  directors  on 
the  28'.h  of  August,  1818,  marked  X.  These  docu- 
ments exhibit  the  reasons  ofthe  bank  for  adopting 
the  resolutions  of  that  date,  by  which  the  notes  of 
the  offices  were  refused  acceptance.  Ir.>  the  letter 
of  the  Hoston  office  much  stress  in  placed  upnn  the 
large  accumulation  of  paper  and  drafts  at  Uostoi, 
issued  by  the  southern  and  western  offices.  And 
tliis  became  an  important  object  of  enquiry.  Th.e 
books  of  the  parent  bank  do  not  furnish  informar 
tion  respecting  the  drafts  made  by,  a.nd  upon,  t!ie 
offices,  excepting  tliose  which  were  made  on  i'. 
And  the  committee  h.ive  not  ascertained  tlieii.- 
amount,  except  at  the  offices  in  Baltimore  and  thl.e 
city.  From  the  local  situation  of  Baltimore,  ihe 
statements  obtained  at  that  office,  marked  XI.  Xlf. 
maybe  considered  as  furnishing  suffirient  proof  of 
the  correctness  ofthe  opinion  expressed  by  the  Hos. 
ton  office.  'Fo  the  office  at  Cotton,  its  debt  fluctu- 
ated betwee-n  ^34,000  and  g,215,U0G,  until  .May 
last,  since  which  it  has  been  indebted  to  Baltin.ore 
from  §500  to  §57,000.  Its  debt  to  the  ofiice  at  Nevv 
York  has  varied  from  §100,000  to  §1,947  000,  and, 
■anlil  October  last,  it.  has  generally  owed  that  office 
move    than  §l,.?Ou,00Q,     At"   thai    lime    the   N>w 
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York    office    was    broapht.   in  debt  to   Bahiinore 
^97,278;  its  debt  in  November  lasl  was  ^10,948. 
T'te    explanation    of  th^se    extraordinary    reduc- 
tions "f  the   Ballimore  debts  is  given  from  the  cii-- 
ciir.n  .  laces  of  treasury  drafts  on  the  north  being 
delivered  dirpptly  to  the.  Baltimore  otfice,  or   sent 
to  it   hrough  t*ieiiffi  e  at  thjscivy;and  by  a  check  on 
N  -^'  York  for  more  than  a  million,  i^iven  by  the  pa- 
ren     hank  in  payment  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
he'    iuafieriTiPnlioned.  The  B^Uimoi-e  debt  to  the 
pa.eni  bank  has  varied  from    1,500,000  to  nine  mil- 
lions, and  li:>s    generally  exceeded    six    millions. 
Not.vithstatidiiitj  tliese  he.ivy  debts  to  New  York, 
B  jsvon,    and   Phihulelphia,  the  drafts  of  the  Balti 
more  office  on  those  places  continued  uninterrupt- 
ei,   and  excessive  inamoun;:  that  office    wsis  Cri- 
spin.Uy  supplied  witli  notes  lothe  amoun'.  of  872,000 
dol'ari,   .ind  had   returned  to  it  from  Pliiladcl|)liirt 
^1,697,000,  in  its  notes,  and  yet  it  is  stated  by  the 
telle:-,   that    it  never  had    a  s'lfficietU    qu'intity  of 
notes  to  meet  its  demands;  that  they  did  not  re 
insiii    iwenty-.'bnr    iiuurs   in  \he  office,    but   were 
constantly    veixiited  to  the  north  with  the  drafts 
wii'c'.i  it  i-isned      And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  oil  a 
coiiipariso'.,  of  tlie  statements  referred  to,  connected 
with  t'^ese  favis,   that  the  drafts  from  Baltimore, 
given  for  the  pn-ceeds  ot  notes   discounted,    were 
unwarr^ntiibly  large,  and  much  JDore   than  the  ba- 
liince  of  tride  required.  In  a  lettf-r  of  the  president, 
dated  .lune  27,  IS17,    he  observe--^,    "the  directors, 
considerinfj    (imong  other  things    mentioned)  the 
lo'.v   state   of  tlie    specie  and   individual  deposites 
at  your   office,   and   the   niagnitude   of  your    dis- 
counts  and  those  of  this  bank,  as  well   for    Balti- 
more  as  this    place,  aad  the   very  inadequate  and 
disproportioned    amount   of    discounts    to   which 
the,    o'Tice    at    Ne.v  York  has    been   restricted  in 
r. msc-q'aence   of  the    daily  and    excessive    drafts 
from  yiiur  office  and  this  bank,  which  has  become 
the   subject  of  great  animadversion,"  direct  that 
the  then   amount  of  discounts   should  not  be    ex- 
ceeded.    The  same  larguage  is   held  in  othe»' let- 
ters   (Xll.    XIV.)  but  it  termintted  in  unavailinf-; 
remonstrances;   the  Baltimore  office  continued  its 
tlruf'.s  aiidMts    discounts,    and   drained  the  specie 
fVon.     the    noniiern   offices.     Atid    sucii  was    tlie 
\va.";t    of  firmness  or  of   foresight    in  the    parent 
board,  lliaf,  afier  finding  its  repeated  remonstran- 
ces disngarded,  it  never  removed  one  of  the  of- 
fending diieclois,  and  took    no  effectual    -jiep    to 
control  them,  until  the  adoption  of  the  general  re 
soUttitJns  of  August  28,  1818,  forbidding  ihe  offices 
to  draw  on  each  other. 

The  clfect  of  these  excessive  drafts  on  the 
norliievn  offices  was.to  compel  the  constant  re 
mittance  o!  specie  there,  to  cripple  them  in  all 
their  uperations,  to  limit  their  discounts  to  a  tri- 
fiii;g  amtiun,  to  cause  the  revenue  paid  there,  and 
uidch  \vould  Itself  have  been  a  capital  for  bu 
siucss,  '.o  be  drawn  southward,  thus  compelling 
them  v<'  dt'iy  lo  ihe  debtors  of  the  governnnen. 
anr  indulgence  or  accommodalioi.  in  their  pay- 
mciUs;  l;>  bring  those  offices  into  debt  with  the 
state  13  .nks,  to  produce  a  gene;-.l  depr'.ssion  o. 
cr^iiii'.  a:id  a  severe  pressure  for  money.  Those 
pl;ic'-s  were,  in  fact,  made  tribuvaiy  to  Baltimore: 
an  ;  a!  lliejr  rne.ins  and  en;  igies  were  required  to 
s\i;);ji^  i.s  f.vtravagi.ni  issues. 

A  s'ldden  reduction  of  die  Balti  no  e  debt  to  the 
noi.  ^eiii  ofiicvs  appears  to  have  taken  place  in 
Marci)  and  Ajjiil  L.si,  ai\d  within  a  few  montiis  p-.si 
those  ulhcei  liave  been  brought  in  debt  lo  it.  Tl.is 
is  accounted  for  by  ihecasi.ier  of  that  office,  by 
So,yii:g  that  ii  arose  principally  from  ireaaury  drafts 


and  by  the  sales  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange.  Drafts 
were  given,  in  some  instances,  and  to  considerable 
amounts,  directly  to  Baltimore  on  the  northern 
offices,  and,  in  other  instances,  such  drafts  went 
through  the  office  in  this  city.  It  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed  that  these  drafis  were  given  by  the  treasu- 
ry with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances,  or 
with  a  view  to  draw  the  revenue  collected  at  the 
north  to  Biltimore,  merely  to  aid  that  office  in 
paying  its  d^^bts,  Yet  such  was  the  effect,  and,  al- 
though it  enabled  Baltimore  to  continue  its  large 
discounts,  it  impoverished  the  northern  offices,  and 
the  cities  where  they  were  established  were  made 
to  feel  the  pressure.  The  Baltinnore  debt  to  the 
parent  bank  will  be  found  to  have  regularly  in- 
creased with  the  reduction  of  its  debts  to  the  other 
offices,  until  it  remitted  1,007,000  dollars  in  bills 
of  exchange  on  London;  wiiich  remittance  is  con- 
nected, by  the  testimony  of  J  W.  M'Culloh,  esq. 
with  the  negociation  explained  in  the  letter  of  the 
president,  XV.  The  loan  which  resulted  from  that 
neg;)ciation  was  on  a  pledge  of  stock  that  had  been 
pledged  at  I5;illimore;  the  bank  assumed  it  and  re. 
ceivedthe  bills  of  exchange,  and  paid  for  them,  by 
giving  a  check  on  the  New  York  office  for  the 
amount,  at  the  time  the  Baltimore  office  was  in- 
debted lo  the  parent  bank  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollars. 

It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  pressure 
of  the  Baltimore  office  upon  those  more  north,  was 
owing  to  its  being  pressed  by  the  southern  and 
western  ofliceu.  The  fact  will  however  appear 
from  the  table  XI,t!iat  until  September  last  it  was 
indebted  to  the  office  at  Lexington,  that  the  debts 
of  Cincinnati,  C'lillicothe  and  Louisville  to  it  were 
small  in  amount,  and  that  the  only  office  which  lias 
constantly  owed  it  is  New  Orleans,  and  that  not  to 
a  large  amount  until  lately. 

From  these  facts  it  would  seem  to  result,  that 
the  embarrassments  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
in  receiving  ihe  notes  of  all  its  office.?,  did  not  arise 
so  much  from  tlie  fair  and  ordinary  balance  of 
trade  which  might  have  been  calculated  and  pro- 
vided for,  as  from  the  excessive  discounts  granted 
at  some  of  the  offices,  particularly  Baltimore  and 
Philadelpiiia,  and  tlie  drafis  consequent  upon  tiiose 
discounts  which  were  made  upon  the  other  offices. 
From  the  correspondence  of  the  bank  with  its  of- 
fices, it  is  obvious  that  this  was  the  opinion  ofthe 
directors  and  the  officers;  it  is  distinctly  assigned 
as  one  of  the  grounds  for  refusing  the  notes  ofthe 
offices  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  X,  and  it  is 
more  strongly  urged  in  the  letter  of  the  Boston 
office  submitted  and  adopted  by  the  president,  IX, 
and  is  eloquently  enforced  in  sev<;ral  of  his  letters. 
This  committee  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  aa 
uniformly  equal  currency  could  have  been  main- 
tained under  the  most  auspicious  circumstances} 
tht-y  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  such  an  at- 
temp:  would  be  hopeless,  but  they  consider  its 
abandonment  at  the  time,  as  having  been  produced 
by  the  causes  before  stated.  The  eflbrts  of  the 
bank  to  meet  the  payment  of  its  notes  at  all  its 
offices  north  of  Ciurleston,  were  certainly  great, 
and  particularly  at  New  York  and  Boston,  as  will 
appear  from  the  resolutions,  marked  XVI,  and  the 
account  of  specie  remitted,  XVII.  The  relinquish- 
ment of  the  attempt  w.is  involuntarily  and  reluc- 
tant. 

From  the  testimony  ofthe  cashier  and  tellers  ol 
the  bank,  the  teller  of  the  bank  of  Norih  Ameri- 
ca, and  of  the  cashier  and  teller  of  the  office  at 
Baltimore,  it  will  appear,  very  satisfactorily,  th^it 
the  cond'aci  of  the  bank  and  that  oflice,  in  adopt- 
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ing  the  new  system  of  refusing  the  notes  of  tlie 
branches,  was  perfectly  fair  and  equitable;  that 
the  bank  and  the  Baltimore  office  promptly  paid 
and  received  all  the  notes  of  the  other  offices 
which  they  had  paid  out  previous  to  the  change  of 
the  system,  whenever  application  was  madefo:  the 
purpose,  and  that  in  no  instance  have  they  refused 
to  do  so.  Injury  probably  was  suffered  by  those 
who  had  received  the  depreciated  notes  in  tlie 
usual  course  of  business,  but  the  committee  can- 
not perceive  how  the  bank  could  have  changed  its 
System  in  any  manner  less  injurious  to  itself  and 
less  inconvenient  to  the  public  than  (hat  which  was 
adopted. 

From  this  c!  ange  of  system,  which  placed  the 
notes  of  the  offices  on  the  same  footing  with  those 
of  the  local  banks  in  their  vicinity,  resulted  a  great- 
er difference  in  the  exchange  between  the  differ 
ent  parts  of  the  union  The  offices  ai  New  Or- 
leans, Savannah  and  Charlesion,  had  never  beeu  m- 
cluded  in  ihe  plan  of  equalizing  ihe  currency. 
They  had  always  been  left  to  their  own  discretion, 
in  receiving  or  refusing  the  notes  of  the  other  ot- 
fices.  In  May,  1817,  the  offices  at  (;u?,rleston  and 
Savannah  were  authorised  to  draw  on  Uiose  ax  the 
north,  at  a  premium.  Iii  April,  1817,  ihose  at  Lexii.g- 
ton  and  Cincinnati  were  autliorisediopurchnse  bills 
on  the  eastern  and  nortliern  ciaes.  In  December, 
1817,  the  southern  offices  were  authorised  to 
draw  at  a  premium  on  those  of  the  north.  In  Ocs-o- 
ber  and  November,  1817,  the  western  offices  were 
autborised  to  draw  at  a  premium  on  Philadelphia, 
and  the  offices  south  of  it;  and  it  appears  that  the 
offices  at  Lexington  and  Cinciunaii  were,  before 
February,  1818,  in  the  practice  of  drawing  on  the 
eastern  cities.  I'hese  facts  show  that  the  bank, 
and  most  of  its  offices,  sold  drafts  upon  each  other 
long  before  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  tne 
28i!i  August,  1818,  refusing  the  notes  of  tlie  offices; 
and  establish  that,  wliile  tlie  bank  was  attempting 
to  exqualize  the  currency,  by  ilie  payment  of  its 
notes  at  all  its  offices  nortli  of  Charleston,  it  was  at 
the  savne  time  selling  drafis  between  those  offices, 
at  a  premium.  A  sjstem  of  domestic  excliange 
was  adopted  by  the  bank  on  the  18ih  of  July,  1817, 
marked  XVllI-  It  contams  some  provisions  wliich 
appear  <'xcept»onable;  but,  as  the  plan  never  was 
acted  upon,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  notice 
them.  1 1  has  been  impracticable  for  the  commit- 
tee to  ascertain  the  amount,  or  the  rates,  of  the 
drafts  sold  by  and  upon  the  offices.  Oa  examina 
tion  of  the  boots  of  the  parent  bank,  it  appears 
that  drafts  were  sold  by  it  on  Charltston,  New-Or- 
leans, and  Savannah,  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other,  at  very  different  rates;  on  one  day  at  one 
per  cent,  and  on  another  day  at  five  per  cent,  on  the 
same  ofTice.  It  (Vould  be  in  vain  lo  attempt  to  ac- 
count for  tliese  fluctuations. 

However  dangerous  lo  the  community  may  be 
the  power  of  selling  drafts,  in  the  hands  of  an  insti- 
tution whose  resources  may  be  adequate  to  the  con- 
trol of  domestic  exchange,  according  to  its  inte- 
res  or  caprices,  yet  tlie  committee  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  that  the  bank  possesses  the  power.  Ex- 
cepting the  fiuctuatioiis  before  noticed,  the  rate  of 
premium  has  not  hitherto  been  extortionate,  in  any 
instance  which  iias  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee.  Tue  proceedings  of  the  bank  ^nd  its 
offices,  and  tiie  reasons  and  views  entertained  by 
them,  are  exhibited  in  the  report  XVllf,  in  tJie  let- 
ter of  the  president,  XiX,  and  in  extracts  from  his 
correspondence,  XX. 

Various  opinions  are  entertr.ined  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  babk's  selling  its   drafis.    While 


many  suppose  that  it  would  consult  its  o  ^  ■  'digni- 
ty and  interest,  in  refraining  from  the  practice,  and 
would  receive  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  f  premium 
in  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  corrirrercial 
community,  by  delivering  its  drafts  gratuitously, 
when  it  was  convenient  to  '^Iraw  at  all;  ovhers  con  end 
that  t'.ie  system  of  i^ratuitous  ('.rafts  woulH  cp»n  an 
avenue  to  favoritism,  and,  a»^  all  events,  would  ex- 
pose the  baok  to  the  charge  in  a  greater  degree 
than  if  it  sold  its  drafis.  Without  expressing  any 
opinion  upon  these  subjects,  upon  -vhiclv  the  com-_ 
munity  is  much  divided,  and  to  -.'hich  the  atten_ 
tion  of  the  committee  has  not  beer  particularly  di 
rected,  they  content  themselves  with  observing, 
that,  if  drafts  are  sold,  they  o  ght>to  be  at  fixed, 
known,  and  permuient  prices,  not  ex'-eeclinii:  the 
expanse  of  transportation  of  spe  ie,  o'.  'he  f/v:  ogio 
of  business:  the  want  of  ttiese  fixed  prices  in  the 
bank  and  its  offices,  appears  to  your  committee 
censurable. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  exchange,  is  that 
of  dealing  in  the  notes  of  the  staif  banks  In  -.■■.  let- 
ter of  the  president  to  the  Cliarleston  offire, '"'^ich 
received  tiie  sancUon  of  the  bour.l  of  direr.tors, 
ma;kf>;  XXI.  an  opinion  in  favor  .»f  the  h^gnlity 
and  propriety  of  such  pui-chases  is  expressed.  No 
evidence,  however,  has  been  obtained,  that  they 
hafe  actually  been  made.  The  practice,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  would  be  highly  impro- 
per and  dangerous,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit,  if 
not  the  worJs,  of  the  9th  fundamental  article. 

Among  die  resolutions  of  the  directors,  are  two 
on  ttie  subject  of  discounts,  on  a  pledge  f  stock, 
marked  XXII  and  XXlll,  passed  the  18'.h  and  27th 
Dec.  1816.  These  resolutions  obviously  contem- 
plate oidy  discounts  to  the  stockhok'ers,  and  one 
avowed  objeil  was  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  the 
second  instalment,  which  was  ten  dollars  on  a  share, 
and  lo  be  paid  by  the  23d  January,  1817  The 
loans  were  to  be  confined  to  the  proportions  of  the 
coin  part  of  the  second  instalment,  on  the  shares 
vvhich  Had  been  subscribed  at  the  places  wltere 
offices  were  then  in  operation — Ne^v  York,  Boston, 
and  Il*ltimore.  The  total  amount  of  these  lo:ins, 
to  pay  the  specie  part  of  the  second  instalment  on 
the  twentieth  of  February,  1817,  at  Philadelphia, 
was  gl99.92l  37,  and  at  Baltimore,  at  that  date, 
Was  g  138,320  UO. 

The  committee  have  not  obtained  information  of 
i.ie  amounts  at  New  Yoik  and  Boston,  but  tl)ey  nre 
informed  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  th.it  at  those 
places  were  lo  a  very  trifliing  amount,  if  iiny.  The 
committee  can  see  no  reason  to  justify  these  pre- 
mature efforts,  lo  aid  the  payment  of  the  second 
instalment,  before  it  fed  due,  and  before  tiie  expe- 
riment was  made  o  ascerusin  how  much  could  be 
paid  in  specie.  Tliose  efforts  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  very  successful;  for  ^S39,0b5  only  were  pxid 
during  the  month  of  J.<r..  1817,  wliihj'j^l, 078,319 
were  paid  after  that,  period,  the  greatest  propor- 
tion in  M:Hy  and  June,  as  will  ap[)ear  t'lom  .in  a!j- 
siract  prepared  by  the  committee,  and  npw  sub- 
miiit-d,  marked  XXIV. 

The  amount  paid  by  checks,  also  appears  from 
that  abstrac:,  ts.'e  most,  it  not  t!ie  w!)o'le,  of  whic'i 
were  to  drav.  the  proceeds  of  noics  discounted 
for  the  purpose.  And  it  appearSj  in  many  ii!- 
siances,  particularly  in  one  related  in  Mr,  M'Ev-a  I's 
icsiimouy,  hereiiiaf.er  referred  iO,  ;iiid  in  anoihev 
referred  to  in  ihe  presid<.-nt's  letter  of  M.»y  27th, 
i8l7,  marked  XXV.  that  tlie  direcutrs  did  r.ol  co:.- 
tiiic  diem:iclve.-i  to  the  amount  prescribed  in  (he  re- 
solution of  the  27ih  December,  that  i.'3,to  iSie  propor- 
tion of  the  coin  part  of  the  i.cc-jnd  jiiiJLulnieriT,  bt!,(: 
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discoun  ("l  to  tVie  full  nar  value  of  the  stork,  which 
was  paif"  for  by  the  proceeds  of  the  same  discounts, 
and  the  rliscounis,  tSe  payment  ofthe  second  instal- 
ment, thf  p-iyment  of  the  pric  to  the  owner,  the 
transft^r  a-id  the  pledge  ofthe  stock,  were,  as  it  is 
termev?,  si  v.ultan?otis  acts.  All  the  discounts  on 
stock,  after  the  20ih  of  February,  1817,  were 
made  at  *he  pnr  valu"  ofthe  shares,  which  enabled 
the  discounter  not  only  to  pay  the  whole  of  his  in- 
pta'iuents,  including  the  specie  part  and  the  funded 
debt  p;*rt,  but  also   to  draw  out  of  the  bank  the 


amount  wliich   nn.i^ht  have  been   paid   in   on    his 
shares.     It  is  alleged,  in  justification  of  these  dis- 
counts, that  specie  bore  a  very  high  premium,  and 
that  the  bank  could  not  hsve  commenced  business, 
unless  that  mode  of  obtaining  (he  specie  payment 
had  been  adopted      With  respect  to  the  price  of 
sD^cie,  it  appears  to  have   been  six  per  ce'it.  at 
Philadelpl-.ia,  on  the  6ih  day  of  January,  1817,  and 
about  the  sA.^•^e  price  in  BaUiraore,  and  that  it  had 
been  much  higher.     Admitting,  however,  that  the 
price  wo'ild  have  been  mucii  enhanced,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  understood  tliat  the  coin  pay- 
ment on  the  second   instalment  Would   be  rigidly 
exacted,  yet   the  committee  cannot  perceive  the 
justice  of  enabling  some  of  the  stockholders  to 
evide  that  payment,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  the 
premium  on  specie,  while  the  majority   had  been 
compelled  to  incnr  the  same  loss,  in  order,  strictly, 
to  comply   with  the  law,    and  their  engEfTem^ents; 
particularly  unjust  was  it  to  those  who  resided  ai 
such  a  distance  from  the  bsnk  that  they  could  not 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  granted:     And 
the  injustice  appears  the  greater,  when  it  is  known, 
that  the  expense  ofthe  specie  afterwards  imported 
by  the  bank,  in  order  to  supply  the  deficiency  pro- 
duced by  the  evasion  it  had  auth'irised,  was  assess- 
ed equally  upon  those  stockhold^-rs  who  had  ne- 
glected to  puy,  upon  those  who  had  already,  it  a 
considerable   loss,   furnished   their  quoia  of  coiii, 
and  upon  the  government.     Seven  millions  was  the 
whole  sum  required  to  be  paid  in  coin — t!ie  specie 
part  of  the  first  instalment,  amounting  to  1,400,000 
dollars,  was  paid:  of  the  2,800,000,   which  w&s  to 
have  been  paid  at  the  second  instalment,  it  is  im^ 
possible  to  say  what   amouni  ;vas  actually  paid  in 
coin. 

The  statement  before  referred  to,  marked  XXIV. 
will  shew  the  piyment  in  coin  at  l^hilaJelp'iia; 
iind  abstract,  marked  XXVI.  will  exhibit  the  nomi- 
nal payiucnts  on  all  the  instalments,  of  which 
15,872,610  dollars  was  paid  by  the  stockholders  i*-, 
fund'd  dibt,  ('xcUisive  ofthe  7,000,000  suhscr-b- 


A    large  portion  of  it,   is   believed,  however,  to 
have    been   used   to    pay    the   second  instalment, 
or  the  S2,800,000,  which  was  to  have  been  paid  at 
the  third  instalment,  it  is  believed  that  a  very  tr- 
ying amount  was  paid  in  coin,  and  as  little  of  the 
funded  debt,  but  tliat  nearly  the  whole  of  both  were 
pai,]    by  the  proceeds  of  notes  discounted  on  the 
pledge  of  stock      The  total  amount  of  specie  im- 
ported from  Europe  by  the  bank   since  its  institv- 
tion  ts  this  time,  appears,  by  statement  marked 
XXVIII   to  be  7,311,750  53,  the  expense  of  which, 
including  interest,  premium,  and   20,000  dollars 
Paid  to  the  agent  for  going  to  London,  amounts  to 
.':25,297  38.     The  contract  made  for  a  p.^rt  of  that 
'specie,   aud  the  authority   to  Mr.  Sergeant,  the 
agent,  are   submitted,  nr-arked   XXIX.  XXX.     To 
the  reason   urged    by  the   officers  of  the  bank, 
that  such  was  the  scarcity  of  specie,  that  it  coidd 
n.it  have  been  obtained,  and  that,  without   facili- 
tating  the  payments  by  makingdiscounts,'the  bank 
could  not  have  gone  into  operation— the  commit, 
tee  observe  th.at  they  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how 
the  simple  act  of  discounting  could  make  the  spe- 
cie more  plenty;  that,  if  it  was  not  actually  in  the 
bank  at  the  time  of  making  these  discounts,  the 
checks  ofthe  discounters  could  not  be  considered 
as  equivalent  to  specie. 

The  amount  ofthe  specie  in  the  bank  of  the  V, 

S.atrs,    in   January,  1817,   was   1,724,109  dollars; 

324,000  dollars  more  than  the  coin  part  of  the  first 

instalment,  and  which  may  fiirly  be  presumed  to 

have  been  received  for  the  second  instalment.     If 

then  the  checks  ofthe  stockholders  founded  upon 

discounts  were  equivalent  to  specie,  they  were  by 

them  authorised  to  draw  out  ofthe  bank  the  very 

coin  which  had  been  paid  in  by   other  stockhold 

ers,  in  order  to  pay  it  in  the  bank  again,  for  their 

own  benefit,  and  to  complete  the  payment  ofthe 

specie  part  ofthe  second  instalment — an  operation 

of  more  potency,  in  creating  specie,  than  was  ever' 

ascribed  to  the  fabled  finger  of  Midas.     The  gene- ; 

ral   statement  in  Feb.  1817,  sliews  that  the  total 

amount  of  bills  discounted,  was  2,930,067  dollars,! 

making  an  excess  of  1,205,958  doUirs  of  discounts 

over  the  specie  in  the  bank.     From  which  it  would] 

result,  that  the  checks  for  the  proceeds  of  those  dis- 

cou.its  were  not  in  all  cases  equivaleitt  to  specie. 

As  to  the  difficulty  ofthe  bank  going  into  ope- 
ration  without  those  discounts  being  made,  to  faci- 
litate the  payment  ofthe  second  instalment,  it  is  not! 
p-^rceived  how  that  measure  removed  the  difficulty;? 
fo    it  ts  obvious  that  it  did  not  add  a  single  cent  tol 


ed    by    the    government,)    instead    of  21,000,000    the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the   institution.     What 


which  were  required  by  !aw;   and  14,100,167  dol 
lars  was  p:.id,  as  stated   in  the  ab^'.ract,  in  coin 
iHut,  in  that  :'bs*ract,  a  check  on  the  bank,  or  on 
other  banks  supposed  to  pay  specie,  is  deemed  a 
payment  in  coin,  and  as  the  paymen's   on  the  se 
cond  instalment  contiu'ied  to  be  made  and  received 
for  six  months  and  more,  after  it  was  due,  and,  as 
during   that  time,  large  discounts  on  stock  were 
i.oustantly  made,  it   is  obvious   that    the  abstract 
cannot  be  relied  on  as  exhibiting  an  actual  amount 
paid  in  specie.     Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  could  the 
whole  amount  of  the  discounts  on  stock  he  consi- 
dered as  havir.g  been  applied  to  the  p'tyment  of  the 
second  instalment.     By  statement  marked  (B)  re- 
ferred to  in  the  cashier's  answer,  and  by  tiiis  com- 
mittee, marked  XXVII.  i.  appears  that  the  discounts 
on  the  30th  .luly,  1817,  on  pledged  stock,  amounted 
•to  8,046,932  dollars:  of  this  am.uint,  a  part  was  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  tiiird  instalment,  and  a 
j)art  was  drawn  out  of  the  bank  by  the  discounters. 


other  difficulty  than  the  want  of  specie  the  bank  had  j 
to  encounter,  is  not  known,  as  all  other  obstructions  j 
seem   to   have    yieled    almost   without    an    effort.! 
The  effect   of  those  discounts  was,   very  obvious- 
ly, to  enable  those  who  had  made  large  purchases,  j 
to  retain  their  stock  without  paying  for  it,  and  to^ 
derive  a  benefit  from  its  probable  advancement  in  ^ 
price.     Had  the  bank  rigidly  required  the  payment  i 
of  the  instalments,  the  large  stockholders  must  have 
sold  that  portion  of  their  shares  v/iiich   their  real 
means  did  not  enable  them  to  hold;  or,  if  the  bank 
had  not  exacted  the  instalments,  and  had   not  af- 
forded   the   me.ans  of  substituting  credit  for  pay- 
ment, the  stock  would  not  have  advanced  material- 
ly in  price,  and  the  large  holders  of  it   Nvould  not 
have  had  no   inducement   to  retain    it.     In  either 
event,  a  more  didusion  of  shares  would  have  beei» 
the  consequence,  and  it   would   have    reached  tlie 
hands   of  solid    capitalists,    who  would  have  held 
only  what  they  could  pay  for.    It  is  believed  th»t 
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the  \ws  of  divj'ieT'ds,  and  the  liability  to  pay  inte- 
rest on  the  instalment  due,  would  have  been  sufti 
cient  to  compel  the  stock  jobber  to  sell.  Altho'  if 
those  discounts  had  not  been  made,  the  immediate 
profits  nf  the  b.nk  would  not  have  been  so  large,  yei 
it  would  not  have  had  an  unwieldiy  capital  to  ma- 
nape,  it  could  have  proceeded  gradually,  growing- 
with  the  growth,  and  strengtliening  with  the 
Strength  of  (he  nation,  as  it  emerged  from  tlie 
evils  of  the  flood  of  paper  issued  by  the  local  in- 
stitutions. The  bank  could  have  felt  its  wiT, 
and  increased  its  means  with  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  the  country.  Such  a  cautious  proceed- 
ing would  have  enabled  it  to  render  invaluable  ser- 
vice in  checking  the  issues  of  state  banks,  and 
bringing  them  to  the  alternative  of  avowed  bank 
ruptcy,  or  to  the  permanent  resumption  of  sjjecie 
payments.  Tlie  evil  of  the  countr)'  was  the  im- 
mense amount  of  bank  notes  and  credits;  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales  increased  i%  by  its  credits  to 
stockholders.  The  course  did,  indeed,  enable  the 
directors  to  declare  a  large  dividend;  bttt,  that  the 
apparent  prosperity  was  tetriporaiy  and  fallacious, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  recent  dividend  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

It  might  liave  been  supposed,  as  it  has  been  urg 
ed,  that  the  discounting  on  stock  was  the  onty 
means  in  the  po'ver  of  the  bank  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment.  It  is  believed  that 
the  engagement  on  ti  e  part  of  tiie  stockholders 
could  have  been  enforced  without  dIflicuUy  by  the 
courts  of  law;  decisions  to  that  ett'ect  have  been 
made  in  the  courts  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts  and  New  York.  And  when  ti<e 
stockholder's  note  was  taken  without  an  endorser 
or  any  other  collateral  security,  but  the  pledge  of 
the  stock,  it  is  not  perceived  how  his  legi.!  liabili- 
ty was  increased.  In  the  sale  of  stock  pledg 
ed  there  was  indeed  a  prospect  of  indemnity, 
which  depended  however  wholly  on  the  price  of 
shares  in  the  market.  The  same  circumstances 
that  prevented  the  actual  payment  of  the  instal- 
ment would  have  interposed,  it  is  presumed,  to  ob- 
struct the  liquidation  of  the  note  given  m  lieu 
of  it.  And  in  the  emergency  which  would  have 
compelled  the  bank  to  reduce  its  discounts,  it 
would  most  require  a  good  price  for  the  8tock; 
and  the  very  necessity  of  the  times  which  would 
force  an  unusual  quantity  of  it  into  the  market, 
wotjld  probably  defeat  the  object  of  security.  In 
fact,  a  large  part  of  the  amount  thus  discounted 
WES  not  pail  st  the  maturity  of  ihe  notes,  vide 
statement  XXVII.  but  was  renewed.  Of  the  still 
larger  proportion  which  appears  from  tliat  state- 
ment to  have  been  paid,  it  is  wholly  impossible  to 
determine  what  part  was  converted  into  notes,  on 
personal  security,  or  what  part  assumed  the  new 
shape,  which  was  given  to  notes  discounted  on 
pledged  siock  after  the  20th  ot  February,  1817.  It 
ought  to  be  remarked  that  many  persons,  ;;f  er 
finding  the  dispouition  of  the  board,  obtajned  dis- 
counts, who  were  perfectly  prepared  to  pay  and 
v/ould  have  paid  their  instalments  if  the  induce- 
ment to  credit  had  not  been  offered  them. 

Had  the  bank  resorted  to  its  remedy  thro'  the 
courts  to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  second  instal- 
ment, it  would  probably  have  obtained  something 
from  the  stockholders;  it  could  have  lost  nothing — 
and  at  all  events  it  would  have  saved  the  divideuds 
upon  the  delinquent  slock.  But  by  taking  the 
note  of  the  owner  it  admitted  tliat  ths  instalment 
was  paid,  and  abandoned  the  means  of  coercion 
given  by  the  charter,  in  withholding  the  dividends, 
«nd  obtaiaed  iioUiing.    It  did  not  increase  the  re- 


sponsibility of  the  s'ockhoUlers,  while  it  expose<l 
the  Hank  to  the  certain  loss  of  the  dividends,  and 
to  the  chance  of  loss,  if  the  stock  should  be  forced 
into  the  market  in  large  quantities. 

T!:e  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reso- 
lutions, and  the  pr.ictice  of  discounting  before 
mentioned,  were  incorrect.  That  they  were  parti- 
cularly objectionable,  from  their  partial  operation 
in  afibrding  facilities  to  some  stockholders,  which 
ccwikl  not  be  enjoyed  by  those  resiling  at  a  dis- 
tance. Even  in  Richmond,  the  stockholders  made 
their  payments  for  the  second,  in  funded  »debt, 
and  in  coin,  which  ptobabiy  was  porchased  at  aniii- 
mium.  The  committee  find  it  difficult  to  recon- 
cile those  resolutions  with  the  views  professed  in 
their  adoption,  and  are  satisfied  that  they  were 
connected  intimately  with  otiier  measures,  calru- 
lated  to  affect  tlie  price  of  stock,  and  particularly 
with  discounts  of  a  similar  character  soon  after 
made. 

One  of  the  acts,  obvionsly  intended  to  give  the 
bank  stock  a  high  price  in  the  European  muket, 
was  the  establishment  of  an  agency  there,  to  pay 
the  dividends.  On  the  28th  Nov.  I.SIS,  a  resoWition 
was  passed,  .by  .tlie  casting  vole  of  the  president, 
and  against  the  report  of  a  committee  w!io  iiud 
been  appointed  to  coisider  the  stibject,  authori  ing 
John  Sergeant,  esq.  to  make  arrangements  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  payment  of  the  bank  dividends,  at 
the  par  of  excuange,  and  at  the  risk  and  expense 
of  tlie  bank.  Such  an  arrangement  was  made,  by 
wViich  it  was  stipulated  to  make  the  payments  six 
mouths  after  the  dividends  were  declared;  the  pa- 
pers on  this  subject  are  marked  XXXIX,  XL,  XLI. 
How  fiir  it  was  objectionable  thus  to  offer  induce- 
ments to  foreigners  to  become  interested  in  our 
slO'.rk,  and  semi  annually  withdraw  from  the, coun- 
try the  amount  of  their  dividends,  the  com- 
mittee do  not  undertake  to  decide,  as  they  consi- 
der i  one  of  those  general  and  abstract  subjects 
to  which  the  resolution  of  the  liouse  does  not  di- 
rect their  attention  But,  thus  to  cornpel  Amerr- 
caB  stockholders,  and  the  goventment,  lo  rontri- 
yute  to  the  possiMe  loss  of  paying  the  dividends  to 
those  abroad,  appears  u>  be  ur  just.  The  nearly  equal 
division  of  directors  on  this  important  subject,  and 
tlie  able  reasons  assigned  in  tiie  report  of  the  com- 
mittee against  the  measure,  ou.ght  at  least  to  have 
prevented  the  precipitate  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
And  when  the  committee  find  among  the  eleven  w!io 
voted  in  the  affirmative  t'le  nan:es  of  some,  direc- 
tors w  ho  have  been  constantly  and  largely  engaged 
in  tlte  purchase  and  sale  of  ^tock,  and  that  of  t!ie 
ten  who  voted  in  the  negative,  not  one  hus  been 
ascertained  to  have  dealt  in  those  trar.sactions, 
they  are  almost  irresistibly  impelled  to  tlie  con- 
clusion, ihat  tlie  measure  was  adopted  more  with 
a  view  to  enhance  the  price  of  shares,  than  for 
the  permanent  benefit  of  the  jnstituticn. 

The  practice  of  discounting  on  stock,  to  the  full 
amount  paid  upon  the  shares,  appears  to  have 
commenced  early  at  the  parent  bank,  under  the 
4th  by-law,  which  is  similar  to  the  15lh  regula- 
tioti  for  the  government  of  the  ofiScers,  both  of 
which  were  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
institution.  They  authorise  discourits  without  an  en- 
dorser on  the  stock  of  the  banlr,  on  the  fonded  debt 
of  the  United  tjtates,  or  such  oliier  jiropei  ly  as  shall 
be  ajjproved  when  pledged  to  au  ainouni  sufficicr.t 
to  secure  the  jiayment  of  the  notes.  By  a  state- 
ment referred  to  in  ihe  cashier's  examination, 
XXIVI,  it  appears  the  total  amount  of  discctuits 
on  pledged  stock,  up  to  30;h  -July,  1817,  >va3 
3«j0i6j933  61,  of  which  there  Uad  been  paid,  tit 
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th  >'-u,  g2,815,665  04;  ''he^e  loans,  it  is  pre- 
surtied,  'verp  tnade  cbi'.flv  at  Pliiladelpliia,  as  the 
Bi'Ui'iiore  loans  on  stock  had  not  commencpd  to  a 
larg-e  extent  at  that  time.  On  the  25th  July,  1817, 
a  resolution  ^narked,  XXXT.  was  adopted,  autlioris- 
jng  the  offires  to  discount  notes,  secured  by  a 
pledge  of  bank  stock  or  funded  debt,  with  a  reci- 
tal, that  it  might  be  desirable  to  many  persons  to 
obtain  ^empova  y  loans  on  such  pledges,  and  a  form 
of  ihepiedp.p  was  directed  to  be  transmitted;  it  is 
nifirkeri  XXXII-  These  notes  liad  no  endorsers, 
and  t'e  disjoiint  was  in  fact  made  upon  the  credit 
«f  the  stock.  For,  by  a  resolmion  of  the  30th 
Septei^^ber,  1817,  marked  XXXIII  t!ie  president 
and  cashier  kverc  authorised,  in  all  cases,  to  renew 
t'aose  notes  when  they  fell  due  between  discount 
days,  and  by  tlie  resolution  of  Nov  6th,  1818; 
marked  XXXIV.  the  president  »nd  cashier  were 
HU'hoised,  ill  ill  cases,  when  required  by  the  par 
1y,  to  subsiitiite  tiie  note  and  hypothecation  of  the 
person  to  whom  stock  might  be  transferred,  and 
un  -i  hich  l;jaiis  ,it  p^r  had  been  made. 

By  '.hs  resolution    of  the    26th    Angus',  1817, 
iTisirked  XXXV,  ;!'scoiirits    to    stockholders  were 
smthoriscd,  at  §125    p.^'r  share,    upon    pre.aenting 
coUaitrii  spcuii  V  for  ihe  §25.     The  provision  re- 
quiring an  endorser,  or  collateral  security,  for  the 
excc'js,  above  the  par  value,  was, in  many  instances, 
and   10    very     considerable    aiviou^iSs,    etl'ectually 
cvadtd,  by  some  of 'he  largest  borrowers  becoming 
e.-idci'.-'ers  for  pacii  other.     The  alleged  reasons  for 
thf-  resohitior!  a'-r.  that  hank  sliarrs  had  been  dis- 
COU '  e  1  upon,  at  §12^',  by  the  local  institutions  in 
?J.  Yo'  k,  and  I'lai  ii  was  iipcessar} ,  in  order  to  em- 
ploy •he  c.pitai,  w'lich  ha-^  he^n  i->r:reased  beyond 
th*:-  ordinjry  raeaisof  using  it  advantageously,  by 
the  redempiiun  of  11  uiillions  of  the  public  debt. 
The    practice   of   otier   banks  would  not,  in    tlie 
opinion  of  yoUr  commiaee,  afi'ord  any  justification 
of  the  measure:  and  wheit  that  practice  «'as  to  be 
urged  as  a  reason,  the  directors  ought  at  least   '.o 
have    been  corr.=ctly  informed  of  the   fact.     The 
committee    address.'^d    ^iquiries    to   the    several 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  Y  )rk,  and,  from  their  an- 
swers, it  appears,  that  in  two  or    three    instances 
only,  discounts  have  been  made  on  the  bank  shares 
Thai  those  notes  never  were  renewed:  and  that  in 
no  instance  has  any  bank  there  discounted  on  the 
shares  of  the    bank    of  the    United    States  above 
their   par  value.     And  althougli   pains  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  fact,  no   evidence   has  been 
discovered    of   any  other  bank  'taving   made    dis- 
coiiits  on  stork  above  its  par  value. 

The  redemption  of  tlie  11  millions  of  public 
debt,  was  effected  by  the  'pplicatio-i  of  that  a- 
imount  of  deposits 'o  the  ere  lit  of  the  government, 
then  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank.  Much  un- 
founded and  unnecessary  cntDplaint  appears  to 
}$xve  been  made  by  the  oflicers  of  the  bank 
against  this  very  prudent  measure.  Titat  it  dis- 
appoinled  the  expectations  of  those  who  calcu- 
lated on  receiving  interest  from  the  government, 
wliile  tliey  discounted  on  its  money,  is  very  proba- 
\}\g  and  vtry  UKtural.  And  it  is  not  surprising 
that  some  expedient  should  have  been  resorted  to, 
in  order  lo  supply  another  equivalent  source  of 
protit.  Bu*^  tlit-ie  v  ere  other  resources  besides 
the  siock  of  ttie  bank.  The  government  stock 
was  belter  security,  and,  although  it  w;is  uniform- 
ly above  par,  the  dinctors  seem  never  to  have 
thoughtof  discounting  upon  it  i^love  its  par  value. 
They  began  by  rating  ii  at  gW  for  every  100, 
wliile  tliey  \yere  discounting  on  their  own  sljHiesat 
jjur:  by    a    resolution    passed,  2Uih    May,    1817, 


marked  XXXVII,  the  government  stock  was  rated 
at  par;  and,  sooii  after,  bank  shtives  were  discotmt. 
ed  upon  at  %125  for  every  10,0,  with  an  endorser 
for   tlie  excess. 

The  committee  are  surprised  to  find  so  little 
good  business  paper  done  at  the  bank  and  its  of. 
fices,  wliere  it  was  to  have  been  re:^sonably  expect- 
ed that  the  me'rhants  would  have  preferred 
transacting  their  business  The  directors  then*' 
selves  avow  that  they  uniformly  gave  a  preference 
to  stock  notes  over  business  paper:  their  reasons 
aie  contained  in  their  examinations.  But,  when 
the  complaint  is,  that  the  bank  had  more  capital 
than  it  could  employ,  it  is  singular  that  any  busir 
ness  paper  should  have  been  rejected.  In  July, 
1817,  that  kind  of  paper,  to  the  amoimt  of  about 
^940,000,  and,  in  August,  to  the  amount  of  about 
S493,5C0  was  rejected  at  Philadelphia;  and,  at 
IJaltimoi-e,  in  July,  about'S407,000,  and  in  August 
about  ^183,000,  were  rejected.  These  sums  are 
not  precisely  accurate,  but  are  FufEciently  so  for 
general  news.  Whether  the  paper  was  such  u 
ought  to  have  been  rejected,  the  committee  have 
no  means  of  determining.  The  amounts  rejected 
are  probably  not  more  than  might  be  expected 
frotti  a  brtnk,  doing  business  on  such  an  extensive 
scale,  at  any  other  time  tiian  when  it  was  anxious 
to  employ  its  capital.  Not  aw  instance  lias  occur- 
red of  a  note  secured  by  a,  pledge  of  stock  being 
rejected. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1817,  the  board  resolved 
(paper  marked  XXXVI.)  from  and  after  the  20th 
February  then  next,  and  to  the  1st  of  July,  to 
discount  notes  to  those  who  should  h'^ve  revenue 
bonds  to  pay  during  tliat  period.  The  amount 
done  und(?r  that  resolution  was  small,  and  it  does 
rot  appear  that  such  notes  have,  at  any  time,  been 
discounted  extensively. 

The  principal  bisiness  of  the  bank  certainly  has 
been  to  discount  on  notes  secured  by  a   pledge  of 
slock,  under  the  various  resolutions  before  recited. 
Their  effect  was  to  abandon  all  personal  security, 
and  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  stock  pledged.  A  sys- 
tem which,  your  committee  think,  need  only  to  be 
stated  to  ensure  U!iq'j:dified  reprehension.  Besides 
the  objection  wnich  arises  from  these  loans,  being 
I  in  their  nature  perpetual,  after  all  personal   securi- 
ty was  abandoned,  it  appears   to  have  been  an  act 
oT  self-immolation,  thus  to  place  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  institution,  in  the  event  of  an  emergency,  to 
wl  ich  it  and  all  others  are    liable,  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  its  loans.     0:i  the  20th  October  Ust,  a  state- 
ment was  made,  exhibiting  the  amounts  discount- 
ed on  notes  secu"ed  by  a  pledge  of  the  bank  stockj 
and  then  remaiiiinu:  unpaid  at  the  following  places: 
at  PhiUdelphia,  ^4,680,800,    of  which    §173,450 
was  -xbove  pur  value;  at  Baltimore,  §2,402,435,  of 
which    it   cannot  be  ascertained  what    prop-riion 
was  above  tlieptir  value,  but  it  is  believed  to  have 
exceeded  §5'0,000;   ai   Charleston,   §897,429,  of 
which    §2,000    was    above    par;  at    Washington, 
^298,570,  of  which  but  a  small  amount  was  above 
p.ir;  at  Richmond,  §209,840,  and   none  above  par. 
There  are  no  accounts  from  the  other  oflicts,  the 
directors   having  required   statements    only  front 
those  whose  discounts  on  stock  exceeded  100,000. 
A  statement  has  been  furnished  by  the  biiuk  of  the 
amount  discounted  at   the  above    places,  and  re- 
maining unpaid  at  this  time,  n)arked  XLH.  which 
differs  somewhat,  btit  not  materially  from  the  state- 
ment in  (•  ;U)ber  last;  by   that  statement,  thetotal 
amounts  of  discounts  at  the  bti.lc,   and  at  their  Or 
fices,    on  pledged    stock,  is  §8,022,954;  and,  by 
the  general  statement  on  the  1st  of  December  last, 
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the  toil  »r^>oi'".t  of  r,M;  ,.,  disc -ants,  .!•  ihe  baik 
and  all  its  offi'-es.  is  ^8  954,712;  the  difference  be 
tween  whirh  sums  is  the  amount  discounted  at  all 
the  other  offi'~es  no',  above  enumerated.  The  com- 
mittee have  compile!  a  statennr nt  (XLTH.)  which 
exhibits,  ;is  among^  other  things,  the  total  amount 
of  discounts  at  the  bank  and  all  i's  oflices,  at  dif 
ferent  periods,  on  personal  security  and  on  pledg 
ed  stock,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  largest 
amount  discounted  on  bank  stock  was  in  January 
and  February,  1818,  when  ii  wis  §11  244,514. 

From  this  recital  i*  ^ill  be  apparent  liow  larg*  a 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  v.as  thus  placed 
beyond  ils  control.    Allhoujrli  there  have  bee;i  sonie 
fluctuatio'is  in  the  amount  of  these  discounts  .»t  dif- 
ferent periods,  yet  the  greatest  part  of  them,  indeed 
the  whole,  with  but  few  exceptions,  have  been  con 
Btantly  renewed,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  notes 
fell  due,    in  many  cases  -.t  fjur  and  six  mont'is. 
Indeed  every  subsequent  act  of  the  bank  has  been 
wholly  at  war  with  'he  profession  of  these  loans  be- 
ing temporary,  held  out  in  the  recital  of  the  res.o- 
lution  of  the  25th  July,  18J7,  marked  XXXI.  and,  in 
order  to  ensure  the  greHtesi  amount  of  such  loans, 
and  at  the  same  time  ^^ffoi  d  fucilities  to  the  prompt 
purchase  and  sale  of  stock,  the  directors,  on  the  8tb 
Aapust,  1817,  passed  a  g«nera1  resolution,  authr. 
rising  the  president   and  cashier  to  discount  aii 
stock  notes  that  should  be  offered  betwen  discoa  t 
days,  to  a  certain  amount;  and,  by  various  resolu- 
tions, adopted  at  different  meetings  uuiil  7t':  Sept. 
F.pprnpriated  tv.'o  millions  of  dollars  tothei'-  dispo^al 
for  that  purpos '   The  papers  referred  to  .ire  marked 
XLIV.     And  on  the  30th  September,  1817,  ihe  re- 
solution already  referred  to,  marked  KXXlll.  pas- 
sed, authorising  those  offices,  in  all  cases,  to  renew 
the  stock  notes  as  they  fell  due  between  discount 
days. 

Another,  and  probably  much  more  censurable  ef 
feet  of  these  various  resolutions  and  proceedings  was 
to  keep  the  price  of  the  stock  constantly  advancing, 
until  it  reached  a  point  where  it  exploded  and  fell. 
From  various  sources  of  information,  the  committee 
have  compiled  a  table  of  the  prices  of  stock,  at  the 
different  periods.when  these  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed, marked  XLV.  from  which  'heir  effect,  in  en- 
hancing tl»e  price  of  shares,is  very  clearly  exhibited. 
It  will  appear,  from  that  table,  that  the  price  of 
shares  at  lMiiladelphiav>n  the  20th  of  August,  1817, 
was,  according  to  the  public  reports,  §147  50;  ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  M'Evien,  a  broker, 
it  was  §144:  at  the  same  place,  on  the  30th  of  the 
same  month,  the  price  was  §156  50.     The  resolu- 
tion, authorising  discoun's  on  stock,  at  §125,  w.is 
passed  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  vide  XXXV. 
These  facts  would,  in  the  opinionof  your  committee 
be  suffi^^ient  to  condemn  a  system,  which  thus  ena- 
bled a  stockjobber  to  sport  with  the  property  of 
others.     Stockjobbing,  to  an  immense  extent,  and 
wagers,  on  the  price  of  shares,  were  its  inevitable 
consequences.     It  g  ive  equal  facilities  to  tlie  bank 
rupt,  who  had  not  credit    enough  to  obtain    en- 
dorsers, and  to  the  capitalist.   Stock  could  be,  and 
Was,  purchased,  without  the  advance  of  a  cent  by 
the  purchaser,  who  had  oidy  to  apply  to  the  direc- 
tors, or  to  the  president  and  cashier,  between  dis- 
count days,  for   a  loan  on  the  shares  about  to  be 
bought,  and,  by  wliat  is  termed  a  simultaneous  ope- 
ration, he  obtained  his  discQunt,  and,  with  it,  paid 
for  his  stock.     A  rise  in  the  market  would  enable 
bim  to  sell  his  sh.ires,  pocket  the  difference,  and 
commence  operations  anew.     And  the  committee 
are  compelled  to  state,  that,  in  fact,  the  largest 
loans,  on  pledged  Ktork,  wore  made  to  brokers,  and 


to  individuals,  who  appear  to  have  been  constantly 
in  the  market.  Loans  on  stock,  at  a  rate  below 
its  par  value,  may,  uiquestionably,  be  useful  to 
the  merchant,  who  would  avoid  the  obligation 
imposed  by  requesting  an  endorser,  and  would 
be  highly  beneficial  \o  the  bank,  when  restrained 
within  moderate  limits ,  and  not  made  permanent. 
Hut  the  loans  actually  made  were  most  of  them 
U'lreasonable  and  excessive  in  their  amount;  thev 
were  not  made  to  the  merchant  and  trader,  but  to 
a  few  persons  consisting  of  directors,  brokers,  and 
speculators;  and  have  deen  renewed  and  continued 
almost  invariably,  at  the  option  of  the  borrower. 
And  when,  in  July  last,  the  board  decided  a  cur- 
tailment of  its  discounts,it  fell,  in  almost  all  cases, 
upon  the  business  paper,  while  the  immense  amounts 
loaned  on  stock  pledges  were  but  little  affected, 
excepting  at  the  offices  at  Richmond  and  AVash- 
ington,  where  the  curtailments  appear  to  have  fal- 
len equally  on  all  notes.  But  the  discounts  at 
those  places  on  stock  were  very  small,  particular- 
ly when  compared  with  Baltimore,  where  the  loans 
were  such  and  so  long  continued  as  to  receive 
the  animadversions  of  the  parent  board. 

Ar;   unwillingness  to  injure  the  private  credit 
of  those  engaged  in  the  above  mentioned  trans- 
aciiofis,  where  no  public  good  is  perceived  to  be 
probible  from  the   disclosure,   induces  the   com- 
miitte  to  withhold  the  mention  of  their  names. 
But    in  respect  to    the  directors,  tlie   committee 
.'.onsider  their  conduct  intimately  connected  with 
ths  general   rHanagement  of  the  concerns  of  the 
bank;  and  under  a  sense  of  the  duty  devolved  upon 
t')em,  they  state  that  many  of  the  directors,  as  well 
those  appointed  by  the  government  as  those  elected 
by  the  stockholders,  appear  to  have  been  the  most 
active  in  traffirking  in  stock.  The  mere  purchasing 
shares,  with  an  intention  to  retain  them,  would  not 
be  improper,  even  in  a  director,  if  made   without 
any  view  to  intended  future  proceeding  of  the  board 
of  which  he  was   a  member:  But  the  practice  of 
purc'iiasing  at  one  time,  when  the  stock  was  low, 
and  selling  at  another,  after  ils  price  had  been  en- 
hanced by  the  measures  adopted  by  the  directors, 
is  certainly   unf^iir  and  censurable.     It  is  the  per- 
version of  a  public  and  honorable  trust,  to  tlie  pur- 
poses of  self  aggrandisement,  and  places  the  direc- 
t  )rs  in  a  situation  where  their  own  interests  afford 
a  strong  temptation  to  the  abuse  of  that  trust. — 
Still  more  reprehensible   is   the  conduct  of  those 
directors  who  made  contracts  for  the  purchase  of 
stock  deliverable  and  payable,  at  a  future  period, 
at  a  low  rate,  and,  during  the  intermediate  time, 
by  the'.r  own  official  acts,  raised  the  price  of  the 
stock  to  its  higliesl  point.     Tlie  committee  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  details  which  will 
be  found  in  the  ex.iminations  of  the  directors  and 
officers,  herewith  submitted,   marked  T-II.  LI II. 

Ry  comparing  these  examinations  with  the  pri- 
ces of  stock  herein  before  referred  to,  the  house 
will  be  enabled  to  perceive  which  of  the  directors 
have  participated  in  this  business.  With  respect 
to  the  public  directors,  considering  them  as  public 
off.cers,  responsible  to  the  government,  and  subject 
to  the  cojstitntional  pov/er  of  this  house,  the  cj)id- 
mittee  deem  it  their  duty  to  state,  that  the  presi- 
dent, William  Jones,  esq.  and  George  AV^illiams, 
esq.  ap  ear,  from  their  own  declarations,  and  from 
the  testimony  of  a  number  of  witnesses,  io  have 
been  deeplj'  concerned  in  these  speculations. — 
.Mr  Jones  appears  to  liave  purcliased  1,555  shares 
at  a  high  rate,  and  to  have  sold  a  large  part  of  tliem 
at  a  loss.  He  slates,  that  \r.  the  sumnner  of  1S17, 
he  purchased  a  contract  of  lOOQ  sliarcs,  at  13-  dol 
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lars  per  share,  deliverable  2!  .Ta  'i^ry.  1818,  and 
soon  after  another  contract  for  1000  shares,  deliver- 
able in  November  following,  at  135  dollars  per 
share,  both  of  which,  he  says,  were  sold  at  150 
dollars  per  share,  from  whi'^h  two  contracts,  it 
would  appear  he  ie;*lized  33,000  dollars.  There  is 
muoS  umbipfiiity  rests  oo  these  transactions,  aris- 
ing from  the  i'^oompatiblf^  slaterrents  of  Mr.  Jones, 
Jlr,  George  Williams,  Mr.  Dennis  A.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  James  W.  M'Culloh  The  three  la*ter  gen- 
tlemen appear  to  speak  of  the  same  contracts  and 
purchase>,  but  give  .iccounts  of  them  somewhat 
variant  from  that  of  Mr.  J^nes:  particularly,  Mr.  D. 
A.  Smilh  and  James  W.  Al'Cidloh  sp^ak  of  one  of 
those  contracts,  or  of  some  other,  as  having  been 
presented  to  Mr.  Jones  pfratuitously,  after  the  stock 
had  risen,  and  it  was  obvious  that  a  profit  would  be 
realized,  of  which  Mr.Jones  makes  no  mention.  Mr. 
Jones  states  ^hat  he  sold  both  those  contracts  to  D 
A.  Smith:  Mr.  Smith  says  he  was  one  of  the  persons 
who  made  one  of  tlie  contracts  a  present  to  Mr. 
Joiif^s;  that  the  stock  never  was  transferred,  and 
thai  the  profit,  amounting  to  §15,000,  was  paid  to 
Mr.  Jones,  i^.  money.  Althoii^li  the  precise  time 
is  n^t  snecifird  by  Mr.  Jones,  yet  it  is  obvious,  from 
the  rate  at  which  the  contracts  were  purchased, 
that  it  inust  have  been  some  time  anterior  to  the 
i25Lh  of  August  1817;  for,  at  no  time,  after  that  peri- 
od, during  the  year  1817,  was  stock  so  low  as  135. 
That  the  resolution  of  that  date.autliorising  discount 
on  stock  at  25  per  cent,  above  its  par  value,  had  an 
immediate  effect  on  its  price,  will  have  been  seen 
from  a  former  part  of  this  report.  Tliecommiiteedo 
not  hrsitate  to  say,  that  although  Ins  motives  may 
have  been  strictly  correct,  and  his  vote  given  wi'h- 
out  any  reference  to  his  nrivate  interest, yet  his  situ- 
ation forbade  his  acting  on  a  question  whose  result 
was  so  important  to  him;  or  rather  that  he  ought 
never  to  have  placed  himself  in  that  situation. — 
The  high  trust  reposed  in  the  president  of  the  na- 
tional bank  by  the  government  and  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  stockholders,  required  that  he 
should  abstain  from  all  concerns  in  which  the  price 
of  stock  was  material.  Mr  Jones  appears  to  consi- 
der them  lawful  private  concerns;  the  committee 
deem  them  intimately  cnnnected  with  the  public 
management  of  the  institution;  oftiieir  lawfulness 
and  propriety,  it  is  for  the  house  to  judge. 

Mr.  George  Williams,  another  public  director, 
appears  to  have  been  deeply  concerned  in  the  pur- 
chase of  stock,  and  in  the  making  and  purchase  of 
contracts,  for  the  delivery  of  stock,  to  a  large 
amount.  Every  witness  that  has  been  examined 
speaks  of  Mr.  Williams'  transactions  in  that  re- 
spect. Mr.  Williams  himself  declined  staling  the 
amounts  and  prices  at  which  he  purchased,  and 
the  committee  did  not  think  proper  to  insist  upon 
Lis  answers,  as  they  had  already  received  satisfae 
tory  information  respecting  his  condtict;  awd  ex- 
amined him  chiefly  to  give  liim  the  opportunity  of 
making  such  explanations  as  lie  thought  proper, 
of  which  he  was  advised  at  the  time.  With  re- 
spect to  the  other  public  directors,  Messrs.  Tierce 
Bu'ler  and  John  Connelly,  it  satisfactorily  appears 
that  they  were  not  in  the  least  concerned  in  the 
stock  jobbing  transactions,  and  with  respect  to 
"Waller  Bowne,  altliough  his  residence  in  New- 
York  ■  did  not  five  the  comoiiltee  the  saniv  means 
of  information,  yet  no  evidence  has  been  (lisrovred 
to  implicate  him.  Jonathan  Smith,  esquire,  the 
cashier  of  the  bank,  has  had  considerable  dealings 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stock,  and  in  making 
and  purchasing  contracts  for  its  delivery  at  future 
periods.    The  remark  is  applicable  to  J.  \V.  M'Cul- 


ioh,  fsq.  the  cashier  of  the  office  at  Baltimore,  to 
a  much  greater  extent.  Although  these  gentle- 
men  might  have  no  direct  agency  in  the  measures 
which  were  to  affect  the  price  of  .stock,  yet  the  in- 
fluence of  their  stations  ought  to  be  (Treat;  and  it  is 
to  be  lamented  tint  they  should  have  pUced  them- 
selves  in  a  situation  where  the  exercise  of  that 
influence  might  be  ascribed  to  improper  caus- 
es. With  respect  to  the  other  directors;  their 
examinntions  will  enable  the  house  to  determine 
how  far  they  have  mingled  in  these  transactions. 

Besides  the  objection  which  has  alresdy  been 
urged  to  the  resolution  of  the  Blh  August,  1817,  au- 
thorising the  president  and  cashier  to  discount 
notes,  as  being  connected  with  a  series  of  proceed- 
ings evidently  calculated  to  enhance  the  price  of 
stock,  by  affording  facilities  to  the  making  of 
prompt  purchases,  it  is  still  more  objectionable,  as 
being  a  delegation  of  power  which,' in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  the  directors  had  no  right  to 
grant.  And  when,  connected  with  the  power  also 
given  to  them,  of  indefinite  and  unlimited  renewal' 
of  the  stock  notes,  it  was  plasing  the  great  bulk  of 
the  capital  of  the  bank  entirely  within  their  con. 
trol.  The  same  practice  appears  to  have  been  al- 
most universal  at  the  office  in  Baltimore,  where 
the  president  and  cashier,  as  appears  by  their  ex- 
aminations,  bare,  under  the  authority  of  the  hoard 
of  directors  at  that  place,  always  discounted  notes 
wichout  an  endorser,  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock. 
As  ihey  were  not  restricted  by  the  board,  they  ap. 
pear  accordingly  to  iiavc  exercised  the  power  to 
a  very  considerable  extent.  Still  more  reprehensi- 
hie,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  the  prac- 
tice of  that  office  of  allowing  the  president  or 
cashier  to  purchase  or  discount  drafts  and  bills, 
payable  at  sight  or  sixty  days;  because,  in  such 
discounts,  the  personal  security  is  the  mostiinr.por- 
tant  circumstance.  It  has  been  done  to  very  large 
amounts,  though  no  loss  appears  to  have  yet  ac- 
crued. At  Richmond  an  equally  improper  delega- 
tion of  power,  to  the  cashier,  appears  to  have  been 
granted,  in  authorising  him  to  discount  notes  on 
pledged  stock,  at  60  days;  and  afterwards,  a  sirei- 
lar  auihority  to  discount  at  four  months,  .\fteran 
experiment  of  three  weeks,  the  directors  of  that 
offioe  had  the  wisdom  to  abandon  it,  vide  pa- 
pers, XLVL  At  the  office  in  this  city,  the 
power  has  been  discreetly  limited,  and  as  dis- 
cretly  exercised.  Two  bye-laws  of  the  bank 
seem  to  your  committee  to  deserve  notice — one  of 
them,  that  no  discounts  shall  be  made  without  the 
consent  of  three  fourths  of  the  directors  presen!; 
and  aaotlier,  that  no  director,  without  special  au- 
thority,  sjiall  be  permitted  to  inspect  the  cash  ac- 
count of  any  persati  with  the  bank.  Those  by- 
laws appear  to  render  nugatory  the  provisions  of 
the  chitrler,  authorising  the  appointment,  by  the 
governnment,  of  one  fifth  of  the  whole  number  qf 
directors;  and  are  different  from  the  provisions  in 
that  respect  by  the  former  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  although  most  of  the  local  banks  in  Phila- 
delphia have  similar  regulations.  Should  a  state 
of  things  exist,  in  which  the  stockholders  should 
deem  tlitir  interest  hostile  to  that  of  the  nation, 
such  provisions  as  those  stated  would  render  the 
goveriunent  directors  mere  spectators  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board. 

The  committee  endeavored  to  obtain  a  state- 
ment of  the  shares,  upon  which  the  instalments 
had  not  been  paid,  and  of  the  persons  owing 
them.  The  officers  of  the  bank  satisfied  them 
that,  from  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
accounts    of  the  paymeols  had  been  made,  it 
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was  impossible  to  obtain  an  aecurate  statement. — 
But  the  fact  is  admitted,  that  the  dividends  have 
been  paid  to  some  delinquent  stockholders,  who 
are  few,  and  to  whom  but  a  small  amount  of  stock 
belongs.  The  dividends  have  been  uniformly  paid 
to  those  stockholders  whosenotes  were  discounted 
to  the  full  par  vah-e  of  the  stock,  with  the  proceeds 
of  which  they  p:iid  thpir  instalments,  including  the 
funded  debt  part  as  well  as  the  specie  part.  The  in- 
justice of  this  proceeding  towards  those  who  had 
really  paid  their  instalments  according  to  their  en- 
gagements, and  who  received  no  more  benefit 
from  these  payments  than  those  stockholders  who 
substituted  their  siock  in  place  of  specie  and  fund- 
ed {debt,  is  most  obvious.  T!ie  stock  that  had 
really  never  been  paid  for,  but  which  remained 
pledged  for  the  very  credit  given  it,  was  entitled 
to  draw,  and  did  draw,  as  much  dividend  as  that 
which  had  been  fairly  and  punctually  paid. 

The  root  and  source  of  all   these  instances  of 
misconduct,  was  the  illegal  and  reprehensible  di- 
vision of  stock.     By  the  first  fundamental  article 
of  the  charter,  no  person,  copartnership,  or  body 
politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  thirty  votes; 
and  yet,  in  violation  of  this  provision,  it  will  ap- 
pear, from   the  examination   of  Thomas   Leiper, 
George  Williams,  Dennis   A.   Smith,  and  James 
W.M'Colloh,  it  was  a  common  and  general  prac- 
tice, well  known  to  the  judges  of  the  electionjand 
to  the  directors,  to  divide  shares  into  small  par- 
cels, varying  from  one  to  twenty  shares  to  a  name, 
held  in  the  names  of  persons  who  had  no  interest 
in  them,  and  to  vote  upon  the  shares  thus  held,  as 
attorneys,  for  the  intended  proprietors.     By  some 
of  the  witHessses  its  avowed  that  the  object  was 
to  influence  the  election.     Mr.  Leiper,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  first  election,  states  that  he  did  so 
himself.  The  effect  was,  that  Baltimore,  which  had 
about  l-7th  of  the  shares  owned  by  individuals,gave 
more  than  1-4  of  all  the  votes  that  could  be  given. 
In  that  place  thers  were  1172  shares  taken  in  1 172 
names.by  George  WiUiams,as  attorney.the  whole  of 
which,  it  appears  from  his  examination,  he  owned. 
.\t  Philadelphia,  nearly  one  third  of  the  shart's  was 
owned,  and  the  votes  given  at  that  plsce  were  about 
two  ninths  of  the  whole  authorised.  For  a  more  par 
ticular  knowledge  of  these  divisions  of  shares,  the 
committee  refer  to  the  statement  herewitli  submit- 
ted, marked  XLVII.     They  are  nat  aware  that  any 
remarks  which  could  be  made  by  them  could  pre- 
sent the  subject  in  a  stronger  light  tlian  the  above 
statement  of  facts.    The  same  persons  who  thus 
held  the  power  of  appointing  directors,  are  found 
to  have  the  greatest  loans  on  stock.     It  is  alleged 
that  they  have  now  consolidated  t!ie  shares,  but, 
when  occasion  shall  require  their    division,  former 
practice  will  facilitate  the   operation.     In  tlie  opi- 
nion of  the  committee  it  is  the  greatest  evil  in  the 
whole  system,  and  is  the  origin  of  all   others.     So 
long  as   the  large  stockholders    can  control   the 
choice  of  directors,  so  long  can  they  hold  and  ac 
quire  immense  amounts  of  s'ock,  by  the  proceeds 
of  notes  discounted  on  their  shares,  and,  so  long  as 
they  can  obtain  such  discounts,  they  can  control  the 
election  of  directors.     The  system  places  the  pro- 
perly of  the  other  stockholders,  and  of  the  govern- 
nient,  the   credit  of  the  hank,   and  of  individuals, 
and  in  a  measure,  that  of  the  nation,  at  the  mercy 
of  a  few  large    stockholders,  who,  without  having 
venlly  contributed  to  tlie  we.ilth  or  value  of  the  iu. 
stitution,  have  the  control  of  its  concerns.     It  re- 
quires a  corrective;  and  the  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  in  the  power  of  congress  to  pass  a 
s'Jpi'iementary  law,  not  contrary  to,  but  in  suppoit 


of  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  to  give  it  the 
true  and  real  effect  originally  contemplated.  And 
they  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave 
to  report  a  bill  prepared  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  deem  it  there  duty  also  to  sub- 
mit to  the  house  a  resrUition  m.irk'^d  Xi-VIII,  au- 
thorising a  discount  of  a  note  o^  g20,000,  at  60 
days,  and  directing-  that  it  should  be  paid  by  a  post 
note  drawn  at60d-ys  afterdate  It  i*  sta'.ed  by 
the  cashier  in  his  exinunatiin  that  that  T)ost  note 
was  made  p^iyable  in  Philadelphia.  Thev  find  also  a 
resolution  of  theoOdi  of  Jun  1817,  XLIX,  expressly 
authorising  the  oflrtce  at  Haltimore  to  grant  dis- 
counts  to  the  amount  of  §1(^0,000,  to  be  pfid  in 
post  notes  at  60  days  afier  date.  There  is  •\o  doubt 
entertained  that  this  was  done  in  Baltimore  from 
its  subsequently  asking  permission  to  do  more,  al- 
though, from  the  manner  in  which  the  books  of  that 
office  are  kept,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
fict.  The  only  circumstance  wliich  throws  any 
doubt  upon  the  transaction  being  deemed  usurious 
is,  that  in<itead  of  exacting  more  than  lawful  inte- 
terest,  the  bank  has  charged  and  received  interest 
on  money  that  it  never  loaned.  Xot  being  a  drafts 
on  other  office,  they  cannot  be  considered  as  ex- 
change operations.  As  the  parlies  have  a  remedy 
in  the  courts  of  justice,  for  any  injury  they  may 
have  sustained,  the  committee  do  not  deem  il  ne- 
cessary to  recommend  any  p-ovision  on  the  subject. 

Under  the  resolutions  authorising  discounts  on 
pledged  stock,  a  form  of  pledge  was  adopted, 
marked  XXIII.  A,  and  under  the  resolution  of  25tb 
July,1817,another  form  was  adopted, XXXII.both  of 
which  were  used  by  those  obtaining  loans. Although 
the  latter  form  is  in  the  shape  of  a  mortgage  or  liy- 
pothecation,  yet  the  unequitable  interest  in  the 
stock  was  in  the  bank.  It  might  be  questioned 
whether  a  stockholder  could  vote  upon  his 
shares  which  had  been  actually  transferred  to  the 
cashier  in  that  form,  h  does  not  appear  tiiat  any 
objections  have  been  made  to  such  votes,  bui  that 
they  have  been  received  witliout  scruple.  It  will 
be  found  difficult  to  reconcile  , with  the  yth  funda- 
mental article  of  the  cliarter,  a  resolution  of  the 
24th  June,  1817,  by  which  the  board  resolved  to 
purchase  2,009,000  dollars  of  the  public  debt,  as 
the  agent  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  to  deliver  it  to  them  at  par.  That  reso- 
lution, and  a  letter  ol  the  president,  of  the  hank 
announcing  its  purchase,  with  a  statement  of  its 
cost,  are  submitted,  marked  L  a.  b.  c.  From  tliese 
it  will  appear  that  the  bank  had  sold  82,000,000 
of  its  debt,  in  England,  with  which  to  purcli.ise 
specie.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  claimed  the 
right  to  redeem  it,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
cliarter;  and,  after  some  negociation,  a  compro- 
mise was  effected,  by  the  bank  undertaking  to 
purchase  two  other  millions  in  lieu  of  tliat  sold, 
and  lo  deliver  it  at  par.  Tlie  idea  of  its  purcha- 
sing, as  the  agent  of  the  commissioners,  is  explod- 
ed, when  it  is  discovered  tiiat  tlie  stock  cost  it 
2,051,264  26,  dollars  which  it  was  bound  to  deliver 
at  par,  by  which  a  loss  was  produced  of  ^54, 2(34  26 
It  would  be  a  novel  idea,  that  a  mere  agent  was 
to  do  the  business  of  the  principal  solely  at  the 
expense  of  the  agent.  Aiid  it  is  obvious,  from 
the  transaction,  that  t!ie  purchase  was  re,il!y 
on  account,  and  for  t!ie  l-.enent  of  lliebar.k,  to  en- 
able it  to  maintain  its  faitii  with  the  purchasers  of 
the  debt  sold  in  England.  The  apology  for  tlie 
bank  is,  that  it  was  done  imder  the  sanction  of  a 
high  officer  of  the  government,  and  altjiough  the 
committee  feel  bound  to  say  that  it  was  a  violation 
01  the  article  before  quoted,  yetj  under  all  the  c!r- 
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cumstftnccs,  considering  thm  it  was  doue  in  jjood 
faith,  they  do  not  themselves  tlurk  it  such  a  viola- 
tion us  reqnires  the  interposiiior*  of  conprrcss. 

On  the  subject  of  the  facilities  furnished  by  the 
bank  to  the  g^overnment,  in  tiie  transmission  and 
collection  of  the  public  revenue,  and  its  fulfilment 
of  its  engagement  in  discharging^  the  duties  of 
corr-missioners  of  loans,  and  agents  for  military 
pensions,  tlie  accompanying  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  -h"  treasury  marked  LI.  shows  its  conduct  has 
■    been  sai  isfactory. 

There  appear  to  have  been  some  contentions 
between  t!ie  parent  board  and  some  of  its  offices, 
but  the  com!r,iitee  liave  rot  deemed  them  sufTici 
ently  connected  witji  any  practical  objects  of  en- 
quiry, to  justify  their  going  into  the  merits  of  these 
controversies,  which  would  be  a  work  of  much  time 
and  labor,  and  would  no'  re;.iay  the  trouble.  And 
it  "ould  be  unjust  to  make  any  statement,  without 
making  it  ia  detail. 

In  o-der  \o  give  this  houseful}  information  of  the 
state  of  the  hank  since  its  institution,  n  statement 
cxhibiling  its  condition  at  different  periods,  mark- 
ed XLIIl.  and  various  t<.bles  and  statements,  com- 
piled by  the  commctce,  or  by  tl)em  verified,  are 
Bubmitted;  among  them  will  be  found  statements 
of  notes  issupfl  payable  at  each  office,  and  of  notes 
returned  to  th^-  offi-.es  respectively;  reports  of  the 
committee  of  directors  previous  to  eacli  dividend; 
a  complete  list  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank. 
No.  1,  exhibiting  the  names  of  those  who  were 
Buch  at  the  first  dividend,  with  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, at  that  time,  and  at  each  subsequent 
dividend.  No.  2,  exliibiting  the  names  of  those 
who  became  stockholders  airier  the  first  dividend, 
and  No.  3,  exhibiting  those  who  bcTame  stockhol- 
ders  after  the  seconcl  dividend,  together  with  a  list 
of  those  who  held  shares  as  attorneys  for  others. 
Other  letters  and  miscellaneous  documents,  not 
specially  referred  to  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
report,  but  elucidating  the  facts  stated,  will  also 
be  found 

Statements,  obtained  from  the  offices  at  Ri>-.h- 
mond,  and  tliis  city,  are  also  swbmitted,  v.hich 
will  show  that  the  afi'airs  of  tliose  offices  have  ge- 
nerally been  conducted  with  prudence  and  ability, 
and  that  every  effort  was  m,.de  by  them  to  exe- 
cute the  directions  of  the  parent  board  in  a  manner 
tlse  least  inconvenient  to  their  customers. 

In  considering  the  question  whether  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  lias  been  violated  or  not,  the  com- 
mittee have  ihouglit  the  expression  used,  mean 
whetl)er  in  any  iitslance  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter have  not  been  complied  with?  There  may  be 
many  violations  of  the  charter,  which  could  not  be 
considered,  by  a  court  of  law.  i,s  produciig  a  for- 
feiture. 'J'lie  principle  on  tliat  subject  the  cxim- 
mitlee  believe  lobe  tliis;  those  acts  of  usurpation 
of  powers  not  granted,  of  mi.'niser  and  o^no'iiiser  of 
those  granted,  which  defeat  the  very  objects  of 
the  institution,  as  expressed  in  the  very  charter 
itself,  would  produce  a  forfeiture;  and  that  all 
other  instances  of  abuse  of  the  powers  granted,  or 
of  usurpation  of  powers,  must  be  punislied  and 
restrnined  eitlier  by  the  ordinary  process  a\'mnvdn- 
mus  and  quo  luarrauto,  or  by  other  means  than  a  dis- 
solution of  the  corporation.  The  committee  think 
llipy  are  required  by  the  resolution  to  report  all 
instances  of  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
cliartcr,  wl.ich  liave  come  to  their  knowledg'";  but 
they  do  not  ronsi'ler  tiicmselves  call'^d  u[)on  to 
state  v.hicii  of  them  would  in  their  opiri"''  oro 
(Juce  a  forfeiture  or  any  otlier  legal  consequences; 


and  one  inducement  to  this  construction  of  the  re- 
solution arises  from  the  consideration,  that,  if  thev 
were  to  confine  tiiemselves  only  to  those  violations 
which  would  produce  a  forfeiture,  and  they  should 
give  a  mist  ken  or  incorrect opinion,that  the  chartPr 
had  not  been  violated,  so  as  to  induce  a  fortei- 
tnrp,  the  house  might,  under  a  strict  construction 
of  the  act,  be  precluded  from  expressing  any  other 
opinion,  and  from  directing  the  proceedings  con- 
templated by  it;  whereas,  by  reporting  all  instsn- 
ces  of  violation  that  have  occurred,  without  re. 
ference  to  their  technical  character,  the  house 
is  left  free  to  pursue  any  course  it  may  judge 
proper.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of  violations 
of  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  commit- 
tee wish  to  be  understood  as  not  expressinp 
any  opinion  whether  such  violations  would  cause 
9  forfeiture  or  not.  They  present  the  facts,  and 
the  house  wilt  determine  whether,  under  tiiose 
facts,  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  to  direct  the  issu- 
ing a  scire  f.icias  to  ascertain  whether  the  viola- 
tions are  such  as  to  cause  a  dissolution  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

The  committee  then  are  of  the  onini.-^n,  that  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  of  the  bankof  the  United 
States  have  been  violated  in  following  instances. 

I.  In  purchasing  two  millions  of  public  debt,  in 
order  to  substitute  them  fa-  two  other  millions  of 
similar  debt,  which  it  had  contracted  to  sell,  or 
had  sold  in  England,  and  which,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  claimed  the  right  of  redeeming.  The 
fricts  on  this  subject,  and  the  views  of  this  Iransac- 
'ion  entertained  by  the  committee,  have  been  al- 
ready given. 

II  la  not  requiring  the  fulfilment  of  the  en- 
gagemerl  made  by  the  stockholders  on  subscribing 
to  pay  the  2d  and  od  instalments  on  the  stock, in 
coin  and  funded  debt.  The  facts  on  this  point  are 
fully  before  the  house,  and  they  establish,  beyond 
all  doubt,  1st.  that  the  directors  of  the  bank  agreed 
to  receive  and  did  receive  what  they  decnried  nn 
equivalent  for  coin,  in  checks  tffion,  and  the  notes 
of  the  bank  and  other  banks  supposed  to  pay  spe- 
cie. The  stibstitution  of  any  equivalent  whatever, 
for  the  specific  things  required  by  the  charter, w»s 
in  itself  a  departure  from  its  provisions;  but  2d, 
the  notes  and  checks  thus  received  were  not,  in 
all  cases,  equivalent  to  coin,  because  there  va- 
not  specie  to  meet  them  in  the  bank;  3d,  th»t 
notes  of  individuals  were  disco'  Ued  and  taken  m 
lieu  of  the  coin  part  of  the  2d  ir.stalment,  by  virtue 
of  a  resolution  for  that  purpose,  passed  before  that 
instalment  became  due;  4lli,  that  the  notes  of  in- 
dividuals were  taken  in  manyinstanccsand  toUrge 
amounts  in  lieu  of  the  v^'hole  of  the  21  and  3d  in- 
stalments, whicii  notes  are  yet  tmpaid. 

III.  In  paying  dividends  to  stockholders  who  hid 
not  completed  their  instalments,  tlie  provisions ot 
the  charter  in  that  res|iecl  were  vioUted. 

IV.  Ry  the  judges  of  the  first  and  second  elec- 
tions allowing  many  persons  to  give  more  ihw 
thirty  votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being 
attorneys  for  others,  in  whose  names  shares  then 
stood,  when  those  judges,  the  directors,  «"'^""'' 
cers  of  the  bank,  perfectly  well  knew  th.it  those 
sliarcs  really  belonged  to  the  persons  offering f 
vote  upon  them  as  attorneys.  The  facts  in  rclnUon 
to  this  violation  are  In  possession  of  the  lio«'f> 
and  es'ablish  it  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt. 

Thecomnuttee  are  of  opinion  that  no  other  in- 
.stance  of  a  vioUtion  of  the  charter  has  been  estaD- 
lished.  In  closing  this  report  of  a  most  |al)onot| 
invcstiiratio's  the  committee  observe,  ^•'*'  •  *| 
ever  difference  of,opinion  can  exist  among  'nem 
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to  the  results  and  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the 
facts  stated,  they  unanimously  concur  in  giving,  to 
the  preceding  statements  of  facts  ynd  abstracts  of 
documents,  their  sanction.  They  have  not  recora- 
mended  the  adoption  of  any  immediate  measiu-es  lo 
correct  the  many  evils  and  mischiefs  they  have  de 
picled,  excepting  that  of  the  bill  before  mentioned, 
because,  by  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  secre 
tary  of  the  treasury  has  full  power  to  apply  a 
prompt  and  adequate  remedy,  whenever  the  situa- 
tion of  the  bank  shall  require  it.  And  if,  after  the 
stockliolders  have  become  acquainted  with  the 
mismanagement  of  the  institution,  they  shall  adopt 
no  means  to  prevent  its  continuance,  or  the  direc- 
tors themselves  shall  persist  in  a  course  of  con- 
duct requiring  correction,  the  committee  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt  that  the  salutary  power  lodged 
ill  the  treasury  department  will  be  exerted,  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  and  with  reference  to  the  best 
interesv  rfthe  United  States. 

Il  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia to  state,  that  every  facility  in  their  power  was 
rendered  in  explaining  the  books,  and  assisting  the 
researches  of  the  committee. 
The  following  is  the   bill  that   accompanied  the 
preceding  report: 
Se  it  enacted  by  the  senuie  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  Uiiited  States   of  Amenca  in  congress 
aisemhieil:  I'hat   in  all  elections  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United   States,  hereafter  to   be  held, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  "act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to    the    bank  of  the   United  Slates," 
wheatver   any  person  shall  offer  to  the  judges  of 
such  ekction  more  than  thirty  votes  in  the  wliole, 
including  tliose  offered  in  his  ov/n  right,  and  those 
(iflered    by    him;    as    attorney,    pi-oxy,    or    agent 
far    any    others,     the    swid  judges    of   xhe    elec- 
tions,   or    any    one    of   them,  are  hereby   autho- 
rised and  required  to  administer  to  the  person,  so 
offering  to  vote,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
viz. 

1 ,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  afRrra  as  the 

case  may  be,)  that  I  have  no  interest,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  the  shares  upon  which  I  shall  vote  at 
this  election,  as  attorney  for  others;  that  tiiose 
shares  are  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 
truly  and  in  good  faith,  owned  by  the  persons  in 
whsse  name  they  now  stand,  and  that  in  voting  in 
this  election,  1  shall  not  in  any  manner  violate  the 
first  fundamental  article  of  the  "act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Sutes." 
And  the  said  judges  of  elections,  or  any  one  ef 
them',  shall  be  authorised  and  empowered  in  their 
discretion,  or  at  the  instance  of  any  stockholder  of 
the  bank,  to  administer  the  said  oath  or  attirmation, 
to  any  person  offering  to  vftte  at  any  such  election. 
And  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  absolutely 
swear  or  affirm  falsely,  in  taking  the  said  oath  o- 
-aiHrmation,  such  persons  so  offending,  shall,  upi-n 
due  conviction  thereof,  be  subject  lo  the  pams 
and  penalties  which  are  by  law  prescribed  for  the 
punishment  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furt/iev  enacted,  Tbat  if  the 
judges  of  any  election  of  directors,  to  be  held  as 
aforesaid,  shall  permit  any  person  to  give  more 
than  thirty  voles  in  the  whole,  at  any  such  electioi;, 
without  the  said  person's  having  taken  the  afore 
said  Qftth  or  affirmation,  such  of  the  said  judges  as 
shall  consent  thereto,  shall  severally  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  due  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to   a  fine  not  exceeding 

or  to  icnprisonment  not   exceeding 
at  the  discretion  of  the   court  btfore  which  such 
csrivittions  shall  be  h-ad. 


Monday,  Jan.  18.  Mr.  Edivards  ros^  to  offer  a  re- 
solution calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
posts,  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  United  States.  The  ob- 
ject of  hismoxioi)  was  in  itself  so  plain  as  to  need 
no  elucidation  It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
law  of  1811  authorized  the  takicg  possession,  on 
certain  contingencies,  of  that  part  of  Florida  east 
of  the  Perdido,  and  to  establish  a  government 
therein.  One  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  ascer- 
tain how  far,  if  at  all,  that  law  had  been  carried 
into  effect,  Uc.  The  resolution  was  in  the  follow- 
rig  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
be  requested  to  cause  any  information,  not  slresdy 
communicated,  to  belaid  before  tiiis  house  whether 
Amelia  Island,  St.  Mark's,  and  Pensacola,  yet  re*, 
main  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  and,  if 
so,  by  what  laws  the  inhabitants  thereof  are.  go- 
verned; whether  articles  imported  therein  from  fa- 
reign  countries  are  subject  to  any  and  what  duties, 
and  by  what  laws;  and  whether  the  said  duties  are 
collected  and  how;  whether  vessels  arriving  in  tlie 
United  States  from  Pensacola  and  Amelia  Island, 
and  in  Pensacola  and  Amelia  Island  from  the  U, 
States,  respectively,  are  considered  and  treated  as 
vessels  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  the  resolution  embraced 
some  subjects  which  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations had  had  under  consideration,  &c.  After  a 
var:  ty  of  remarks,  and  some  alteration  in  the 
words  of  the  resolution,  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
.aittee  on  military  affairs  respecting  the  Seminole 
war,  being  announced — 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  union,  to  whom  that  re- 
port was  committed,  Mr.  Piikin  in  the  chair. 

Tliere  was  some  conversation  previously  about 
postponing  the  subject  for  a  day  or  two;  but  the 
house,  by»  majority  of  tenor  fitteen  votes,  resolv- 
ed to  take  it  up. 

The  report  of  the  military  committee  was  read 
thr.iigh,  concluding  with  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  disapproves  the  proceedings 
in  the  trial  and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot 
and  Robert  C.  Ambrister. 

Mr.  Co66,  of  Georgia,  took  the  floor  in  support 
of  the  report;  and,  having  spoken  some  time  in  sup- 
port  of  the  resolution  immediately  bePjre  the 
house,  he  was  proceeding  to  the  other  questions 
arising  out  of  the  Seminole  war,  when — 

It  was  decided  by  the  chair,  that  the  discussion 
must  be  confined  to  the  question  immediately 
before  the  house. 

After  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  order  of  proceeding  in  this  case,  in 
which  Messrs,  Smyth,  Cobb,  Clay,  Poindexter,  Tall- 
madge  and  Rhea  took  part,  and  in  which  a  general 
disposition  was  manifested  that  the  luhole  subject 
should  be  discussed,  .ind  the  difference  of  opinion 
was  only  as  to  the  modes  of  getting  at  it,  toobvir 
ate  all  difficulty  on  this  subject — 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  before 
the  committee,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "Re- 
solved," the  following  matter: 

"That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  this  house, 
prohibiting,  in  time  of  peace,  or  in  time  of  war  with 
uny  Indian  tribe  or  tribes  only,  the  execution  of  any 
captive,  taken  by  the  arniy  of  ths  United  State's, 
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without  the  approbation  of  such  execution   by  the 
president 

Resolved,  That  this  hoiis»  disapproves  of  tlie 
seizure  of  the  posts  of  St.  Mark's  and  Pensacolia, 
and  the  fortress  of  Barrancas  contrary  to  orders, 
and  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  also  in- 
structed to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  prohibiting 
the  march  of  'he  army  of  the  United  states,  or  any 
corps  thereof,  into  any  foreign  territory  withou;. 
the  previous  authorization  of  congress,  except  it 
be  in  the  case  of  a  defeated  enemy  of  the  United 
States,  taking  refuge  within  such  foreign  territory. 
H.Hving  submitted  this  motion,  Mr.  C.  proceeded 
to  speak  in  support  of  those  branches  of  his  pro- 
position which  he  had  not  already  touched  upon. 
Mr.  C  spoke  about  two  hours. 

He  was  followed,  on  the  opposite  side,  by  Mr. 
Jlolines,  of  Massachusetts,  who  iiad  only  concluded 
one  branch  of  this  subject;  when,  having  given 
way  at  the  request  of  a  member — 

The  committee  agreed  to  rise;   and  leave  being 
given  to  sit  again,  the  amendment  moved  in  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesduy,  January  19. — Mr.  H.  JVelson,  offered 
for  consideration  the  foUowi.ig  rt-solntion: 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  be  authorised  to  ad- 
mit to  seats  within  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, such  persons  as  he  may  think  proper, 
having  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  memv  ers 
in  transacting  the  public  busi'  ess. 

And  on  the  question  will  the  Ijoiise  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  same,  it  was  decided  in  tlie  negative. 
Mr.  Trimble  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  .fjmerica,  in  congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  conjunctiun  with  the  district  attorney  of 
Pennsylvania,  shall  immediately  cause  a  scire  fa- 
cias to  be  issued,  according  to  the  2jd  section  of 
the  act  "to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,"  calling  on  the  corporation 
created  by  the  said  act  to  shew  cause  wherefore 
the  charter  thereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared 
forfeited;  and  that  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  said 
officers  to  cause  such  proceedings  to  be  had  in  the 
premises  as  shall  be  necessary  to  obtain  a  final 
judgment  thereon;  for  the  expeEses  of  which  con- 
gress will  hereafter  provide. 

Mr.  T.  then  said  that  he  would  briefly  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution 
■which  he  had  submitted.  He  ouglU  first,  how- 
ever, to  make  an  apology  to  the  committee  who 
had  made  the  able,  and,  he  hoped,  useful  report 
upon  this  subject.  From  that  report,  he  had  in- 
ferred that  tlie  committee  did  not  intend  to  offer 
any  proposition  leading  to  an  enqvnry  into  the 
question  of  forfeiture. — It  was  pos-sible  that  the 
committee  might,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  de- 
cline the  submission  of  any  measure  involving  the 
enquiry.  That  he  might  commit  no  mistake  in 
that  respect,  he  said  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
wait  on  the  honorable  chairman  of  that  committee; 
by  whom  he  was  authorised  to  state,  that  the 
committee  did  not  intend  to  report  a  proposition  to 
that  effect;  and  that  any  proposition  of  that  ten- 
dency  would  come  with  equal  propriety  from  any 
other  member  of  the  house. 

It  is  manifest,  said  he,  that  public  confidence  in 
the  bank  is  shaken  to  its  foundation,  and  that  it 
had  become  the  imperious  duty  of  this  house  to 
att  carefully  and  promptly  on_ihe   subject:    that. 


when  the  bai>k  was  established,  it  was  expected 
it  would  coerce  the  rewumption  of  specie  pay. 
menls:  that  it  would  curtail  the  em  inuion  of  pa' 
per  issuing  from  fugitive  country  bar.ks,  and,  bv 
every  meats  in  its  power,  assist  in  restori-g 't^j 
par  of  exch.inge  between  the  states:  that  the  trp«. 
sury  of  the  United  States  was  to  have  had  all  tlie 
aid  which  the  bank  could  render,  by  affordinpL- 
cilities  in  the  transmission  of  the  public  funds 
How  far  the  expectations  of  the  public  or  of  tlie 
tr."asury  had  been  realized,  he  would  not  stop  to 
enquire.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  sum  up  the 
advantages  which  had  grown  out  of  the  establish 
ment,  but  to  avoid  the  mischief  which  might  foj. 
low  the  disclosures  made  in  the  report. 

He  had  no  fears,  he  said,  that  the  operations  of 
the  treasury  would  be  greatly  embarrassed,  and  he 
was  sure  that  a  depreciation  of  the  banknotes 
would  produce  much  confusion  and  distress,  Mid 
perhaps  terminate  in  a  serious  loss  to  the  siock- 
holders:  that  the  bank  did  not  possess  the  power 
or  the  means  of  restoring  the  confidence  of  the 
nation;  and  that,  without  a  restoration  ofconfi. 
dence,  its  operations  would  be  feeble  and  languid 
for  years  to  come:  that  every  view  of  the  subject 
i.s  fraught  with  unpleasant  considerations  and  evil 
forebodings,  and  that,  in  fact,  nothing  is  left  us 
but  a  choice  of  evils. 

He  had  been  taught  by  experience,  he  said,  that 
a  bad  remedy,  promptly  applied,  was  better  than* 
good  one,  delayed  too  lon^.  We  see,  at  a  single 
glance,  that  public  opinion  applies  itself  to  two 
objects— the  charter  of  <he  bank,  and  the  cor- 
duct  of  the  directors.  The  first  question  whicb 
a  plain  man  would  ask  himself  is  this,— Has  the 
charier  of  the  bank  a  legal  existence.'  This  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  answered  by  a  legislative  opinion 
or  a  sol^-mn  legal  adjudication;  and,  he  though', 
the  enquiry  ought  to  be  immediately  instituted,  so 
that  public  opinion  might  not  be  suspended,  and  lis 
confidence  left  in  abeyance,  upon  a  subject  involv- 
ing  so  many  and  such  important  considerations. 
Wisdom  and  prudence  would  both  advise  us  tore- 
move,  as  speedily  as  possible,  all  uncertainty  and 
doubt  upon  the  question  of  forfeiture.  And  he  was 
confident  that  the  interest  of  the  stockholders,  the 
treasury,  and  the  nation,  would  be  equally  pro! 
nioted  by  a  speeHy  investigation.  Suppose  a  judi- 
cial decree  should  be  rendered,  announcing  that 
the  charter  is  not  forfeited.  That  of  itself  would 
remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  legal  existence  of 
the  corporation;  or  suppose  that  this  liouse  shall 
ultimately  be  of  opinion  that  the  reported  viola- 
tions are  not  such  as  should  require  the  bank 
to  be  put  upon  its  trial,  would  not  a  vote  to  that 

effect  restore   confidence   in  the  charter? The 

argument  would  be  this — The  congress  of  the  U. 
Slates  have  maturely  considered  this  subject,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  reported  violations  of  the 
charter  are  io  far  from  working  a  forfeiture, 
tiiat  they  are  not  sufficient  to  authorise  a  scire 
facias,  or  call  the  bank  before  a  judicial  tri- 
bunal. Mr.  T.  said,  that  if  a  proposition  should 
be  made  in  the  house  to  revoke  the  charter,  Jie  wU 
ready  to  give  his  opinion;  but  that,  if  the  question 
shall  be  referred  to  the  judicial  tribunals,  he  would 
not  forestal  the  decision  by  a  premature  decUra* 
tion  of  his  impression  on  the  subject.  His  prima- 
ry object  at  present,  i.e  said,  was  to  give  a  clear 
intimation  that  the  question  of  forfeiture  would 
be  urged  when  the  report  is  called  up— so  that  gen- 
tlemen may  have  time  for  reflection,  and  an  oppor- 
1  unity  of  foreseeing  and  avoiding  the  consequences 
that  may  follow. 
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Itj  ii'ion  enquiry,  said  Mr.  T.  it  shall  be  fouml 
that  the  charter  is  not  forfeited,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  congress  to  adopt  some  meassure,  which  wiil 
restore  confidence  in  tiie  directors;  and  by  some 
timely  and  well  digested  regulation,  to  interdict 
mal-practices  fir  the  future  He  would  conclude  by 
saying,  that  it  was  the  imperious  duty  of  congress 
so  revoke  and  suppress  th^  cliarter,  or  sustain  its 
reputation  by  giving  it  every  assistance  which  le- 
gisljition  can  afford. 

Mr.  Taylor  thouglit,  that  any  distinct  propositions, 
as  to  the  course  most  proper  to  be  adopted  toward 
the  bank,  had  better  be  deferred  until  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  that  subject  should  be  taken  up 
in  committee  of  t!ie  whole,  as  then  t!;e  subject 
wonlci  be  fully  under  consideration,  and  could  be 
acted  on  to  more  advantage. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  will  the  house  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution!"  And  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  71  to  53. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Piikin  in  the  chair,  on  the 
Seminole  war. 

Mr.  H'llmes  resumed  the  thread  of  the  speecli 
whicli  he  yesterd:iy  commenced,  in  support  of 
the  proceedings  of  gen.  .lackson;  and,  in  concluding 
which,  he  now  occupied  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  T.  J\f.  A'elson,  spoke  a  short  time  in  support 
of  the  report  of  the  military  committee,  and  the 
principles  therein  laid  down. 

Mr.  Juhnson,  of  Virginia,  followed,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Holmes,  and  in  opposition  to  tiie  conduct  of 
Gen.  Jackson;  in  which  he  addressed  the  committee 
near  an  iiour. 

Mr.  Harrison  entered  into  some  explanations 
touching  the  proceedings  of  gen.  Wayne,  in  the  war 
of  1792,  against  the  North  Western  Indians,  which 
had  been  referred  to  in  debate. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  M;-.  Clay, 
(who  intimated  his  wish  to  express  bis  views  of  the 
subject)  rose,  and  reported  progress;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  20.  Mr.  Trimble  stated  to  the 
house,  that,  as  his  object  in  yesterday  moving  the 
resolution  respecting  a  scire  facias  against  the 
bank,  had  been  to  give  notice  of  what  he  thought 
should  be  done  v/hen  that  subject  came  ud  for 
consideration,  and  as  that  object  was  effected  by 
having  made  the  motion,  he  should  not  at  present 
move  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Claiborne  then  said,  as  notice  Iiad  been  giv- 
en of  one  moiion  respecting  the  bank,  lie  now 
gavenotice,  that,  when  the  house  sliould  enter  on 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tiie  bunk  com- 
mittee, he  should  offer  a  proposition  to  repeal  the 
cliarter  of  the  bank  zw  loto: 

Mr.  Bassett  suhmiUed  a  motion  which  had  for 
its  object  the  accommodation  of  the  ladies  on  the 
floor  of  the  house,  to  hear  the  present  debate  on 
the  Seminole  war — the  galleries  being  excessitely 
crowded.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Tl)e  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chai;-,  on  t'te 
report  of  the  committee  of  niilitary  affairs  on  the 
Seminole  war,  with  ihe  amendments  disapproving 
of  the  conduct  of  that  war. 

Mr.  Clay  delivered  a  speech  in  support  ofthese 
resolutions,  which  occupied  upwards  of  two  hours 
In  the  delivery. 

M:.  J.hnso^i,  of  Kentucky,  took  ttie  floor  on  the 
gthev  side,  and  had  spoken  abou  .  .n  hour;  .vhen, 
having  ^iven  way  for  a  ms  ion  for  iLat  p  -rpi.se, 

'1  life  committee  rose,  and  the  i.oufie  adjourned. 


TInirsday,  Jan.  21.  The  current  business  being 
disposed  of— 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mitte  of  the  whole,  xMr.  Pleasants  in  the  chair,  on 
the  report  of  the  military  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject  cf  the  Seminole  War. 

Mr.  Juhnsoiif  of  Kentucky,  concluded  the  remarks 
which  he  commenced  yesterday,  in  a  speech  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  in  opposition  to  the  report. 

Air.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  followed  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question,  and  addressed  the  house 
until  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment;  when  the  com- 
mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 
H[The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlennen 
who  compose  the  committee  on  military  afiiiirs,  irj 
the  congress  of  the  United  States— T.  M.  Nelson, 
Va.  Gen.  Reed,  Md.  Mr.  Huntingdon,  Conn.  Mr 
Stewart,  N.  C.  .Mr.  Johnson,  Ky.  (chairman,)  major 
Peter,  Md.  and  Mr.  Gsge,  Mass.  The  four  first 
reported  m  censure  of  gen.  Jackson's  conduct.] 

[Not  any  of  the  speeches  on  the  Seminole  war  are 
yet  reported.  V/e  shall  endeavor  to  insert  some 
of  them.  The  discussion  is  called  a  "free  one," 
but  is  said  to  be  conducted  with  the  dignity  and 
temper  whicli  ought  to  characterize  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  national  legislature] 

SENATE- 

Jan.  15.  The  engrossed  resolution  to  amend  the 
constitution  so  as  to  provide  as  an  uniform  mode  of 
election  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president, 
and  of  representatives  to  congress,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

And,  after  several  motions  to  amend  the  same, 
which  failed,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  change  it  phraseology. 

Mr.  Gohlshoruiigh,  from  tl-.e  committee  on  the 
subject,  reported  a  bill  resp.-ciing  the   erection  of 
an    equestrian   statue  in  honor  of  the  memory  o 
gen   Washington. 

This  bill  provides  that  an  eqdestrian  statue  of 
bronze  of  gen.  Washington  be  erected  in  the  cen- 
tre  of  Capitol  square,  to  be  execute!  by  the  best 
artists  that  can  be  procured,  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  con- 
formable to  the  resolution  of  congress  passed  o« 
the  7th  day  of  August,  1783— and  ii  further  pro- 
poses that dollars  be  appropriated  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  thereof. 

The  bill  was  read. 

January  18.  After  disposing  of  many  minor 
matters,  or  ordinary  business— 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient  or- 
ganization of  the  ceurts  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time;  and,  on  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, the  votes  were  as  follows: 

YEAS-Messrs.  Burrill,  Cnttcndeii,  Daggett,  Eaton,  Ed  ware*. 
Fromeiitin.  Gaillard,  tiuldsburough,  Huiiti'i-,  Joliinon,  Leake,Me>- 
len,  Morrow,  Otis,  Ku^gles,  Storcr,  Tait,  Talbot,  liclienor.  Van 
Dyke  VViUiams,  of  Miss.  Wiltiams,of  Ten.— 22. 
.T^f^\?~'^*'^""-  ^'>'''>'''""'  Dickerson,  Kiijies,  Lacock,  Macon. 
Nob),-,  Palmer,  Kobi;rts,  Sauford,  Sinilli,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Themasil 
Wilson — 14. 

'I'iic  bill  passed  the  senate,  and  was  sent  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

Jan.  19.  The  report  of  tlie  committee  of  pensions, 
unfavorable  to  the  extemion  of  the  pension  act  of 
last  session,  so  as  to  provide  for  placing  the  warrant 
officers  in  the  naval  service  on  the  same  footing, 
as  to  the  amount  of  pension,  as  other  officers  iu 
service,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Some  bills  were  advanced  in  their  progress,  and 
a  number  of  reports  and  other  matters  were  in  part 
considered  a:.d  postj^oned. 
I     Jan.  2D.— Mr.  Ruggles,  by  leavej  withdrew  the 
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resolulion  offered  by  him  for  consideration  a  f»w 
days  since,  a;.-l,  in  lieu  thereof,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing-, which  was  agreed  to. 

Besolvetly  Thsitihe  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  a  reporl  to  ba  laid  before  the 
senate  at  their  next  session,  of  such  facts  as  it  may 
be  within  the  means  of  the  government  to  obtain, 
shewinj?  how  far  it  may  be  expedient,  or  not,  to 
provide  by  law  for  the  clothing  of  the  army  with 
articles  manufactured  within  the  United  States. 

January  21.     After  other  business — 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other  house, 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  establish- 
ment for  the  year  1819. 

The  committee  of  finance  of  the  senate,  to  whom 
the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported  two  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  the  first  to  strike  out  tlie  ap- 
propriation of  10,000  dollars  for  the  construction 
and  military  road-;  the  second  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Indian 
treaties,  so  as  to  cover  the  expenditures  made  ne- 
cessary by  the  late  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws,  &.c. 

On  ihe  first  of  ihese  amendments  much  debate 
took  place,  and  the  qutstion  was  finally  decided  as 
follows. 

For  striking  out  the  sppropr'ation — 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Katoii,  Eppet,  Gaillarc),  Goldsbo- 
rbugli,  Leakf,  Macon,  Mtlleii,  Mornll,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Sinitli, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  'I'icheiior,  Williams,  of  Ten.  Williams,  of  Miss. 
—  18. 

Against  striking  out  thf  appropriation — 
Messrs.   Crittenden,  Dickersou,   Forsytb,  Fronientin,   Hunter, 
.lobuson,  Lacotk,  Morrow,  Noble,  Otis,  Uuggles,  Sanford,  Storer, 
'I'ait,  Taylor,  Tbomas,  Van  U)ke,  Wilsou— 18. 

Tlic  voles  being  equally  divided,  the  prPSideiU 
voted  against  ihe  amendment. 

So  the  senate  refuicd  to  strike  out   the  appropri 
ation  of  10,t;00  dollars  for  the  conslruciion  and  re- 
pairs of  military  roads. 

The  other  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
senate  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration  ot  executive 
business,  in  which  they  remained  engaged  uaiil  a 
late  hour. 


Military  roads. — A  report  from  tjie  secretary  of 
war  on  this  subject,  was  transmitted  to  congress 
on  Thursday  last  week.  This  repurt  discloses  the 
progress  made  in  all  the  roads  which  have  been 
commenced  under  the  authority  of  the  war  depart- 
ment. The  National  Intelligencer,  in  giving  the 
leading  facts  coniained  in  the  report,  thus  remark* 
— "Of  the  road  from  Plattsburgli  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, our  readers  are  already  apprized  of  the  pro- 
gress, by  publications  in  the  newspapers. 

•Of  the  road  from  Columbia,  in  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee,  to  Madisonville,  alluded  to  in  a  de- 
bate in  the  house  of  representatives!  the  other 
day,  fifty  miles  have  been  completed,  by  the  troops, 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  ro^d,  mi.kiug  mai.y  cause- 
ways and  bridges  of  the  most  durable  materi.ds; 
and,  at  the  other  end,  about  forty  miles  liave  been 
made  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  making,  in  like 
manner,  many  bridges  and  causeways.  Tlie  most 
laborious  part  of  the  road,  it  is  added,  ha.s 
been  completed,  and  done  in  the  best  manner. 

'The  military  way  on  t!ie  north  western  frontier, 
from  Detroit  to  the  foot  of  the  K^pids  of  the  Mia- 
mi of  the  lake,  has  progressed  as  far  as  Eigh; 
Mile  creek,  that  is,  within  eiglit  miles  of  the  Ra- 
pids, making  in  all  ^  distance  of  seventy  niiles. — 
f)l"  tills  road,  the  report  of  tlie  commanding  gene- 
ral says  it  is  a.i  excellent  one,  being  eighty  feet 
wide,  tlie  low  places  on  it  being  all  causewayed, 
and  bridges  built  where  necessary.  The  number 
of  causeways,on  it  exceed  sixty,  and  the  bridges 


3S^.  ofconsiderable  length;  that  on  which  the  troops 
arff  now  employed  being  450  feft  in  Itngih,  con- 
structed  of  timber  in  the  most  durable  manner. 

"Tiiese  are  the  only  military  roads  which  have 
been  commenced. 
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Equalized  exchange.' — Bills  on  New  York  are  re- 
ported  to  be  at  7  a  10  per  cent,  discount  at  New 
Orleans — and  New  Orleans  bills  are  at  six  percent, 
discount  at  New  York!  This  is  a  thriving  business 
for  the  shavers. 

Dank  dividends. — The  Virginia  bank  has  declared 
a  dividend  of  3^  per  cent,  and  the  Farmer's  bank 
4i  for  the  last  half  year. 

United  States  mad— IX.  appears  that  the  eastern 
section  of  the  United  States'  turnpike  road,  ex- 
tending  from  Cumberland,  in  Marylanl,  to  Union 
Town,  in  I'ennsvlvania,  upwards  of  sixty  one  miles, 
cost,  including  every  expenditure,  less  than  g59j. 
000,  being  per  mile,  about  9,700  dollars,  only— and 
in  a  report  ma  le  on  the  subject,  it  is  stated  that 
the  western  section  or  last  thirty  six  miles  of  the 
same  road,  cost,  616,000  dollars,  upwards  of  17,000 
dollars  per  mile — m.iking  a  difference  of  §7,300 in 
the  mile. 

The  Kentucky  Reporter  of  the  16ih  ult.  states, 
that  gen.  Adair's  suit  agamst  gen.  Wilkiniwn, 
for  false  imprisonmeni  d'tring  Burr's  coiispirdcy, 
has  been  decided  in  the  N..tchez  court — damages 
for  the  plainiitf  g2500. 

A  new  cou  liy  has  recently  been  erected  in  the 
district  of  MIchigai),  called  the  "county  of.Michil- 
imackinac  "  The  seat  of  justice  to  be  held  at  the 
island  of  Michdimackinac. 

Jientucky.  Tiie  legislature  has  passed  a  law  to 
prevent  the  survey,  entry  or  patentingof  any  of  the 
lands  purchased  from  the  Indians  by  Jackson  and 
Shelby.  We  do  not  exactly  understand  how  it  is, 
but  are  glad  to  hear  that  ihis  law  has  prostrated 
the  hopes  of  certain  speculators. 

The  mutineers  of  the  scliooner  Plattsburg,  of 
Baltimore,  and  murderers  of  her  captain,  first  mate 
and  supercargo,  have  had  their  trial  at  Boston,  and 
been  iound  gudty,  befoi-e  the  circuit  court  of  the  U. 
States,  judge  Story  piesidnig.  They  were  to  be  ex- 
ecuted on  the  21st  inst. 

There  have  been  considerable  changes  of  presi- 
dents and  cashiers  among  the  several  banks  of  the 
United  Slates. 

A  resolution  has  passed  both  branches  of  the 
city  council  of  Baltimore,  to  obtain  u  portrait  of 
our  late  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  coin.  Jatkwi 
Barney,  to  be  placed  in  the  chamber  of  the 
first  branch  of  the  council. 

"Old  Iron  sides." — We  understand,  (says  the 
Boston  Gazette)  tiiat  an  examination  has  lately 
been  made  of  the  decks  of  the  frigate  Coasiitution, 
now  lying  at  the  navy  yard,  and  that  ihey  were 
found,  after  the  most  faithful  search,  to  be  as  firO 
and  sound,  as  when  first  ^Uid.  This  fact  pre.<.eni»  a 
high  eulogium  on  the  skill  and  integrity  of  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  U.  S.  ship  buildim; 
at  this  place. 

Ohio.  A  resolution  has  passed  both  brandies  of 
the  legislature  of  this  stale,  submitting  it  to  the 
people  whether  they  will  call  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  ameiidi.ig  the  cunsLituiion,  which  i' 
s.id  to  be  defective.  Oh, .that  the  legisUturtS  ot 
Maryland  and  Virginia  would  pass  such  a  resolu- 
tion, so  that  the  wi"joJiV^ might  rule! 
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J\I:/:erie»  of  xldit!.ri\ — W'  '..we  s'f  o  '  prcparfiHo.'^ 
wliole  week  to  publish  t'.ie  docnrnenls  atacheJ  to 
the  report  of  (he  comn^-ilt'^e  wMch  in\esfigated  the 
afTa'rs  of  the  b;:nk  of  the  United  Sial^s — nnd,  at 
last,  have  ascertained  that  th'ise  pap^.rs  c.iinot  be 
expected  here  i:r.til  this  evening.  This  stat"  of 
suspense  h.TS  ha'l  a  rra'criulefTect  upon  the  g'ene- 
ral  contents  oF  t!ns  sheei — but  enjibled  us  to  dis- 
pose of  n»Hr.y  tliine-s  wl.ich  ve  wished  to  relieve 
out"  files  of — needfr.l  to  be  inserted. 

The  documents  ailu  led  to,  we  are  given  to  lui- 
derstand,  are  very  voluminous.  We  shall  n^ake 
every  eiTort  in  ocr  power  to  spread  them  before  the 
people  as  soon  as  possible:  lor,  until  these  docu- 
ments are  considered,  the  masterly  report  of  the 
committee  cannot  have  its  due  weight  upon  the 
public  mind,  as  to  ulterior  measura.?.  The  rjiiestio.'', 
can  the  bank  be  reformed?  or  shall  it  be  destroyed? 
is  of  the  higjiest  interest,  and  ought  seriously  to  be 
reflected  upon.  Kvery  disinterested  innn  most 
heartily  apphiu'ls  w'lat  the  cor.-imit'ee  have  dnne,- 
but,  in  respect  to  what  is  yet  to  do,  agreal  variety 
ofopinirn  'exists. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  William  Jones,  esq. 
has  resigii'^d  the  presidency  of  this  bank;  his  sue 
cesser,  pro  tern,  is  James  C.  Fi.sher,  esq.  of  Pliiladel- 
phia.  Mr.  Jones  has  lately  been  sevf  rely  afflicted 
with  the  eresypilas,  or  St.  Anthony's  fire,  whicii  had 
for  several  days  cjosed  up  both  his  eyes. 

George  Williams,  esq.  has  resigned  his  seat  as  a 

director  of   tiiis   ins^titution, and   it  is  hinted 

that  other  resignations  will  take  place. 

In  our  list  of  gentienjen  recently  elected  direc- 
lors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  we  inserted 
tli«  name  of  John  CunncUy.  It  should  hive  been 
•Tohn  Connell,  whonsvt;  before  had  held  a  seat  at 
the  board  We  believe  that  Mr.  Coimeliy's  name 
was  not  on  either  of  the  tickets  run  at  that  "election. 

Wr>  Itave  already  mentioned  the  proposition  laid 
before  the  legislature  of  Kentuck\,  about  taxing- 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates— S6(),000  fro>n  each 
branch,  payable  monthly,  to  be  collected  by  the 
sheriff.     It  'is  thought  that  the  bill  will  pa.xs. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  secretiiry  of  the  treasury, 
Mr.  Crn-uford,  will  be  nominated  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  director  of  the  bank,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Jone.s;  and  an  idea  is  held  that  he 
will  be  made  president.  Mr.  Cheeves  is  talked  of 
as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  the  treasury 
department.  We  give  these  things  only  as  the  re- 
ports  of  tiie  day:  not  as  believing  them  ourselves. 

The  Washington  City  G.izette  says— Mr.  Ser- 
geant, a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
from  Pennsylvania,  has  left  this  city  for  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  reported  that  the  executive  anxiously 
Wish  the  present  directors  to  resign,  and  Mr.  S.  is 
gone  to  endeavor  to  facilitate  this  desirable  object. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Alleghe- 
ny bank  at  Bedford,  on  the  18th  inst.  they  resolved 
to  close  and  dissolve  the  bank  on  the  3d  Monday  in 
November  next. 

Banking-  matters.     The  legislature  of  Kentucky 

1  d_  •  '^  ^y!^^'  ^^'''''^'^  ^^'"  probably  pass,  entit- 
ed  A  bill  «'7'o  amemi  the  /n-ws  incorporaiing-  inde- 
P'^d^^t  bunks.''  Ti-is  bill  fixes  the  auiount  of  tax 
/^nicb  ihey  a:-e  to  pay;  and  the  m.mner  of  recover- 
"g  It;  makes  the  presidents  -mA  directors  liable 
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out  of  il)eir  irdjv  <i;i.ti  estate;-  for  all  bil's  issuer! 
af  e'-  t^  e  Is*  August  next,  nnd  the  sloekboUUrs 
l.abU-  for  the  same,  to  the  amount  of  their  indivi- 
dual stock — >\nd  makes  it  lawful  for  tlie  sto'-k- 
lu'lders  to  withdraw  their  slock  previously  to  that 
time. 

On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Bledsoe  offered  the  follow- 
ing Tf  solutions — 

1.  Hesohed  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commim- 
nvealth  of  Kentucky,  That  the  establishme  it  of  a 
monied  monopoly,  is  hostile  to  republican  U.Herty. 

2.  Kesoh'cd,  That  banks  are  such  a  monopoly, 
and  do  not  depend  for  their  prr  fi's  upon  the  cor- 
rect e'ftpl  •yrner:t  of  the  products  of  indust;-)'. 

3.  Resolved,  'i'haX  as  the  produces  of  the  labor  rf 
a  nation,  are  t!ie  only  genuine  sources  of  nati^npi 
wealth,  any  corpor.atif)r  or  institution  which  tend?, 
to  subsiitutf  specuUition,  instead  of  the  proper  and 
valu-.ible  fruits  of  Uiis  labor,  must  be  pernicious  and 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

4  Resolved,  Tliat  any  corpor:ition  not  prorro'ive 
of,  or  esseiiti;;l  to,  public  good  'jught  not  to  exi-:*. 

5  Resolved,  Tiiat  all  banks  wherein  individuals 
are  iuteresied,  are  monied  monopolies,  tending  tn 
make  profit  to  those  who  do  not  labor,  out  of  th'i; 
means  of  those  who  do;  not  tending  to  inoiease  tii-^ 
means  of  industry,  but  to  profit  ot  tho.se  means  ir- 
justly;  tending  to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
a  few;  tending  to  crea'e  a  privileged  order,  unuse- 
ful  and  pernicious  to  society;  tending  io  dfstrc\- 
liberty  and  create  a  power  unfriendly  to  hum.-.t^ 
happiness;  tending  inevitably  to  an  uiifeeiing  tr.o- 
nii.d  aristocracy  more  to  be  deprecated  than  mo- 
narchy iisclf;  tending  to  the  destruction  of  the  best 
hope*  of  man  here  and  hereafter 

6.  Renolved,  That  it  becomc-s  the  duty  of  the 
general  government,  and  of  every  individual  state 
composing  it,  (gradually  if  necessary,  but  ultimate- 
ly and  certainly)  to  abolish  all  banks  and  noonied 
monopolies,  and  if  a  paper  medium  is  necessary,  to 
substitute  the  impartial  and  disinterested  medium 
of  the  credit  of  the  nation  or  of  the  states. 

7-  Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions be  transmitted  by  the  acting  governor  of 
this  slate  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  each  of  tlie  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  from  this  state,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  this  stale,  to  be  submitted  tp 
congress. 

Hank  nf  Muskingum.  We  have  a  long  advertise- ' 
ment  in  the  Muskingum  Messenger,  signed  by  th« 
president  of  the  bank  there,  giving  an    account  of 
the    robbery  of  tlie   bank    and   abs-oaling    of  tlie 
cashier,  for  whom  1000  dollars   rewa.-d  areo-JTer- 
ed.     A  deficiency  of  from  30  to  50,000    dollars  is 
discovered.  The  property  of  the  runaway  has  bceri 
attached,  and  was  hoped   that,  if  it  had  s.ot   been 
secretly  cdveyed   away,  it  would  produce  hbout 
g25jQ00.     The  directors  express  tlujr  belief  th.u. 
the  bank,   nolwithstaivJing  this  loss,  can  uieec  its 
engi.gements,  if  not  too  .severely  pressed;  and  pro- 
pose, ifany  one  wishes  it,  to  give  the  notes  ofin  li- 
Viduals  in  exchange  for  those  of  the  bunk. 

J\Joitey— paper — stocks  credits.  Tlie  Loridon  ga- 
zeaes  express  tiie  greatest  astonishment  at  fiudi.,i' 
the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  Unittd  Stau;:  q  uit- ' '; 
at  HI,  in  the  Atnencan  newspapers,     Thev   !:,.    ■ 
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vet  lo  be  more  astonished  by  seeing  the  report  of  j  year  wiU  probably  be  about  45,000  bales  of  Ai..eri' 
the  committee  of  congress,'  and  in  learning  that  can  cotton,  instead  of  19,000  held  at  the  close  o* 
that  stook  was  only  at,  if  not  under  par.     Rut  cer-  |last  year. 

tainlv  ihe  people  of  Engl^ind  have  had  e!K)ugh  to  The  stock  of  cotton  estimated  to  be  held  in  this 
do  %v  ith  tlie  "pt  per  -ystem"  not  to  be  surprised  at  I  kingdom,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1816,  was  about 
a  'led  ne  in  the  price  of  commodiiics  whose  value   7.8,000  bags;  in    1817,  12,000  hags;  and   it  is  be- 


is 


id-d  (  pon  it:  though  her  own  sjstem,rrom  the 
rigi.  regulations  by  which  she  has  iicilged  the  pro- 
duc^  of  her  home  industry,  has  performed  wonders, 
and  t  <'ld  out  beyond  all  cdcuhtion. 

Still  mooev  is  very  scarce  in  England,  and  there 
isH  ve-y  material  difierence  between  it  »n^  paper. 
In  France,  drained  of  her  cash  by  the  liberality  of 
the  uUies  in  protecting  her  against  herself,  money 
19  said  to  be  worth  three  per  cent,  per  month— the 
rentes  hsd  fallen  from  79  >"  58— ''confidence  is  des- 
tro)  f!  and  commercial  transactions  paralized" — 
iht  i;i-'>cks  were  down  to  62.  In  the  J^'et  her  lands 
much  pecuniary  distress  prevailed— several  great 
houses  had  failed  at  Amsterdam,  and  the  rate  of 
inierpsthad  suddenly  risen  to  ten  per  cent — money 
was  scarce  ever  at  that  rale.  The  public  funds 
fell  7  per  cent,  in  as  many  days— the  government 
had  loaned  5,000,000  guilders  lo  help  the  mer- 
chants of  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp.  The  stocks 
ofJunria  tumbled  down  sixteen  per  cent,  at  once, 
and  tlicy  were  considerably  under  par  before.  Very 
little  money  circulates  in  this  empire— all  is  paper, 
greutly  depreciated  The  best  quality  of  the  Pnts- 
sian  s>ooks  had  fJleti  'o  71.  In  Jiussia,  one  ruble 
in  silver  is  worth  several  rubles  in  paper.  And  the 
quantity  of  paper  afloat  is  enormous,  I:  Sfmin — 
the  kingdom  of  the  "adored  Terdinand,"  his  vjonl 
ivord  and  paper.  Is  at  a  depreciation  of  70  or  80 
per  cent. — and  so  forth. 

q:^  Europe  as  well  as  the  United  States,  has  had 
an  artificial  state  of  existence,  as  money  masters, 
for  m-ny  years.  The  sober  times  of  peace,  and 
consequent  regularity  of  all  sorts  of  business,  is 
bringii  g  about  a  state  in  which  the  imports  of  a 
country  must  be  more  than  balanced  by  the  value 
produced  by  the  labor  on  its  exports,  to  reduce 
iheariounv  of  the  national  expenditure  caused  by 
the  late  wars— or  that  country  cannot  be  prosper- 
ous. We,  in  the  United  States,  are  very  rapidly 
becoming  sensible  of  this— but  the  operation  will 
vet  be  felt  more  severely  than  it  is  at  present,  and 
some  of  our  politicians,  who,  from  the  high  prices 
of  their  agricultural  products  abroad,  have  refused 
adequate  protection  to  home  manufactures,  will 
soon  repent  their  mistakes.  The  following  extract 
from  a  Liverpool  circular,  signed  T.  ^  1  D. 
Thornley,  dated,  Dec.  11,  is  worthy  of  very  sen 
oup  consideration — as  it  strikes  at  the  consump- 
tion of  our  great  staple  with  exceeding  force: 

"The  imn-iense  increase  in  the  import  of  East  In- 
dia cotton  is  the  most  remarkable  fact  connected 
with  the  cotton  market.  The  average  imports  of  the 
fourteen  past  years  was  25,365  bales,  of  ihe  last 
year  only  it  was  117,955  bales;  and  during  the  first 
11  months  of  thf  present  year  it  has  iimounted  U)  no 
less  than  215,000  bales.  The  low  price  at  whirl 
this  cotttn  has  been  pressed  upon  the  market,  has 
very  much  increased  the  consumption  of  it;  se- 
vev.il  mills  are  buildi.ag  for  the  spinning  of  i^ast 
India  cotton  only;  and  mixed  with  Br^tzils,  it  is 
said  to  make  an  excellent  substitute  for  American 
cottons,  it  is  in  this  way  that  we  are  to  account 
for  the  fact,  that  alvhoiigh  the  consumption  of  co". 
ton  generally  has  undoubtedly  increased  this  year, 
vtt  there  has  been  a  fulling  ofi  in  the  use  of  Ame- 
rican cotton;  for  the  im))ort  this  }ear  has  only  ex- 
reedv'i  that  of  last  year  by  abouc  9(j00  bags; 
•.vlietcjis  the  stock  in  i.iverpool  at  th.e  cjyse  of  tl^ 


lieved,  that  at  the    end    of  the  present  year,  the 
stock  will  be  from  280,000  to  300,000  hales. 

A  statement  of  these  facts  will  enable  our  frifnds 
to  draw  their  own  conclusions  as  to  the  future  pro- 
bable price  of  cotton;  and  we  may  add  tb-it  g 
scarcity  of  money  (which  is  now  considerably  Mt) 
is  likely,  in  our  opinion,  to  have  a  material  effect 
on  the  cotton  market,  and  keeping  down  the  prices 
of  all  descriptions  of  property. 

Banking!  A  country  newspaper,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  li.oivgh  not  published  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  county,  contains  sheriff's  sales  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  A  plantation  or  tract  of  land 

2  A  messuage,  plantation  or  tract  of  land 

3  Ditto 

4  Ditto 

5  Ditto 

6  Ditto 

7  Ditto 

8  Ditto 

9  Ditto 
JO  Ditto 

11  D.tlo 

12  Ditto, 


13  A  grist  mill,  saw  mill  and  plantation 

14  A  messuage,  roiling  mill,  fulling  mill,  &c. 
and  tract  of  land. 

15  Me<>uages,  tenements,  mill,  and  four  tracts 
of  land 

16  Mes-iuage,  tenant  house,  grist  mil!,  saw  mill 
and  plantation 

17  ditto     do.     do.     do. 
ISA  tract  of  woodland 

This  paper  is  published  in  one  of  the  richest 
settlements  >f  Pennsylvania.  All  'he  sales  were 
to  take  place  between  the  6th  and  2lbt  of  the  pre- 
sent month. 

Another  village  newspaper,  published  in  the 
western  district  of  New  York,  contains  twbktt- 
THREB  sheriff's  advertisements,  as  f  Hows:  fr  the 
sale  of  forty-three  tracts  of  land,  manj  of  wbicl'sre 
called  the/arm  o  i  which  the  person  whose  proper- 
ty is  seized,  "resides,"  and  ten  postponements  w 
sales.  The  same  paper  also  contains  notire^ot 
the  intended  sale,  by  ten  other  advertisements,  of 
firms  and  many  lots  of  land,  seized  as  tiie  pro- 
perty of  ten  persons  for  default  of  paying  toe 
sums  for  wl.ich  they  were  mortgaged 


Domestic  and  Foreign  Goods. 

A  g'-ntlen.an  of  grea    respc-a  .i..t;,  ^^fe:  apP"** 
bating  our  remarks  aWout  "Imported  goods,    &c. 
inserted  in  the  .supplement  to  the  Ri.gistkb  nline 
21sr  Nov.  ult.  communicates  the  following  ftc". 
which  well  deserve  consideration:     "I  am  unfortu- 
nately concerned  in  three  cotton  f^ctories—O'e » 
them  h«s  for  a  long  time  been   standing  *"''•"' v! 
other  two  were  in  operation  about  18  months,  w> 
we  stopped  one  of  them;    he  last  is  yetgomg.pu 
it  is  doubtful  whether  we  sr.all  keep  Jt  "orKin-K 
latter  originally  cost  150,0W 

„.„„...    it  at  sheriff's    sale  for  50g 

(a)— and  since  May  1817  have  had  upwards  o\w 
spmdies    running  in    ii_but  I  do  not   ^'«'''^'f_  „, 
the  profit  made 
per  annum— we 


much  longer      The 
dollars — we  b  .ught 


is  equal  to  o-^  rent  per  spmJIe^ 
therefore  think  of  stopping  tneP' 
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This  f*:TOpy  is  well  situated,  anc!    known  'o    have 
jTiade  the  very  best  floods.  ThP  c'.ildren  employed 
were  chiefly   taken  from  the    poor-mas'evs   of  the 
country  towns,  and  from  the  air;  .s  house  in  this  city, 
where  there  are  now  upwar  Is  of  700  of  tliem,  many 
of  «'hom  might  be  us^  fuHy  -'inployed  in  sucM  estab- 
lishments— t!ie    rern;iinder  were  orph.ans,  or  chil- 
dren of'nfirna  parents  or  widows,  some  oftiie  I^:ter 
also,  were  'w.  our  employ,  (h)  It  isapleasinjj  fnct, 
that  the  yo;ing  man  wno  is  the  derk  of  our  facrory 
and  k."eps  our  .-joiks,    being  a  cripple,    was  taken 
from  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  a  cr.untry   town 
about  six  yei<rs  ago,  and  is  indebted  for  his  learuinjjf 
to  the   school  nf  the  factory,  where   all  (he    children 
enjoy  the  same  advantages  that  he  did.  (c)  The  value 
that  these    children,  assisted  by  macliinery,  have 
produced,    is   to  the  counti-y  as    so  nnuch    specie 
gained  without  any  labor  at  all— a  clear  profit  to  its 
ivhle  amount,  (d)     To   estimate  this  properly,  we 
must  un^'erstand  that  one  girl,  at  Manchester,  ful- 
ly assisted  by  machinery,  produces  as  much  value 
as  eight  hborers  in  our  field;  (e)  and  if  our  work- 
shops are  in  Europe,  we  must  expect  to  be  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  w.iter  for  foreigners.     Aly 
extensive  concern  in  manufacturing  has  brought  to 
me  a  multitude  of  applications  from  emij; rants  for 
€mph>y;many  of  them  came  ou'  as  agents  for  others, 
who  would  follow  if  eacouragement  were  afforded 
totl'fm;  hut  they  hai^  unf)rtunately   to  tell  their 
friends  that  the  people  of  ttie  United  States  do  not 
possess  a  spirit  of  independence  suffii  ient  to  induce 
them  to  secure  a  home  supplij  of  their  own  apparel! 
The  loss  to  our  country,  from  the  loss  of  the  labor 
that  might  be  drawn  from  domestic,  as  welJas  fo- 
reign sources,  is    incalculable — but  I  shrink  froii. 
the  pursuit  of  this  unhappy  subject, — ar.d  will  only 
add,  that,  unless  some  further   aid  is  afforded  to 
our  depressed  manufactories,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  must  smk  under  the  crafts  and  fVauds    of  our 
foreign   rivals.     I  have  had  a  full  opportunity   of 
knowing  some  of  liiose  frauds:    since  the  late  law 
appointing  appraisers,    &n.  (g)  we  have  detected 
at  this  port  upwards  of  one  hundred  \nVQ\cts    frau- 
dulently charged  at  from  5  to  100  per  cent,  below 
the  value  of  the  jfoods.     Checks  and  other  goods, 
being  three-fourths  cotton,  liave  been  entered  as 
linens  to  evade   the  reguhtr   duty,  which  is  11  per 
tent,  different  from  cottons.     Immerse  quantities 
of  lovi'   priced  cottons  have  been   shipped   to  us, 
manufacttired  to  imitate  and  invoiced  us  domestics; 
—these  goo  's  i^re  made  out  of  the  poor  India  co- 
ton  and  are  niiserably  bad;  but,  being  sold  as  Ame- 
rican mapuf.(ctures  through  the  country,  are  very 
destructive  of  the  character  of  our  fabricks,  ant*. 
•eriously  injure  their  sile.     An  invoi^'-.e  of  this  de- 
scripvion,  amotm!i.,g  to  up-^'ards  of  10,000/.  ster- 
ling, lately  passed   througii  Kiy  hands,   ?,nd  we  al- 
most daily  have  others  of  less  magnitude.     Thest 
goods  are  consiL^ned— and,  being  acquainted  Hsiri 
the  parties  generally,   and  parliculuriy  with  the 
bouse  that  made  the  first  meniif-ned   consignn-'e^it 
and  knowing    their  prudence,— I   have  iio   doubt 
but  that  they  are  either  Jgenls  of  the    British  go- 
veyninent,  or  of  a   co^nbination  nf  manufacturers,  who 
are  willing  to  sicrifice  a  considerable  sum  to  sup- 
press   our   manufacturing   establishments.     Great 
quantities   of  linens    which  pay   low    duties.  Lave 
been  also  consigned  to  this  port— a  large  propor- 
tion  .said  to  cost  :.s   low  as  6d.  sterling  per  yar:l; 
the  British  government  allows  UJ.  bouniy,pc.ryard 
on  exportation,  which  reduces"  it  to  A^^d.  to   tl>e 
importer— and,    with  the  cost  of  importation  and 
duty  tiere,  will  bring  it  to  about  5\d.  sterling  per 
jard,  which  is  les«  than  su^,h  goods   can  be  sold 


for  by  the  manufacturers  in  Great  Britain.  The 
duties  on  li.iens  -^houM  be  made  equal  to  the  cot- 
ton p-ood-s.  The  present  is  he  time  for  the  friends 
of  domestic  tuanufacttires  to  be  or,  the  alert.  It 
OU!-  estubiishments  receive  a  second  fall,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  willf;dl  to  rise  no  more.  What  a 
fearful  calcula'ion  might  be  made  on  the  preaump- 
tio.'i  of  such  a  catastropho." 

IfOTKS— BT  TUe,  tniTon    of    THK    HErJtSTF.R. 

(i  )  We  have  f.cquently  spokei,  of  vl.e  excessive 
importations  of  1816,  ar,d  alluded  to  the  famous 
declaraiim  of  M-.  Brougham,  see  V  1.  XI,  p^ge 
298,  about  '•stifling  in  their  cradle  the  rising  numu- 
factui'es  of  the  United  Stales,"  though  a  loss  '?'as  in,- 
curred  o.-  British  exporlations,  Sec.  That  ihe  glut 
of  that  ye:«r  w^<s  designed  for  the  purpose  imima- 
•cd  by  iVr. .  B:::u\^h"m,  no  one  h:.s  doubi-d;  and  the 
project  succeeded  beyond  the  most  s\;igirine  ex- 
pect,', ti-^ns  f  owv  enemies:  ru5;;ing  many  er.terpriz- 
ing  individuals,  and  violently  casting  perh.aps 
100,000  svo.nen  and  cliildrcn,  from  t.ie  productiim 
into  Xhe  consiini-:\g  classes  of  the  people — tie-preci- 
ating  all  sorts  of  property  vested  in  niamif  cture.s, 
from  o;ie  half  to  two  thirds,  or  more,  of  its  cost! 
I*aac  Jiriggs,  vdio  w?<s  perhaps,  as  well  informed 
on  ."iuch  subjects  as  any  other  man  in  tie  United 
Scales,  and  whose  judgment  and  truth  oomn'and.'i 
the  respect  of  all  that  know  him,  infornied  us  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1816,  as  being  "pretty 
well  ascertained."  that  the  then  existing  manu- 
facturing estaidishments  of  co:^J7^  ixnd  wool  \n  ib.e 
United  States,  were  car>ahk  of  affording  direct 
employ  to  about  150,000  persons,  whose  aggregate 
of  wages  would  amount  to  ^35,400,000  dollars 
per  annum.  See  VVekkly  Ukoisteb,  Vol.  IX  p. 
391.  This  does  not  seem  to  be  unreasonable, 
when  all  tlie  facts  are  considered.  We  have  esii- 
raated  ihe  first  loss  of  the  value  of  the  labor  di- 
verted by  t  e  extr.'>^:nr>ortations  of  1816,  as  amount- 
iog  10  11,250,000  -.lotiars — see  present  vol.  p.  219, 
wLich  is  certainly  within  very  moderate  boimds; 
and  supposed  that  the  total  loss— the  specie  loss,  it 
may  be  called,  caused  thereby  amounted  to 
22.500,000  dollars.  The  capital  at  that  time  i.n- 
vested  in  buildings  and  machinary,  Sj.c.  for  the  ma- 
nufacture of  cotton  and  wo  den  gojds,  may  safely 
be  estimated  to  have  amounied  to  from  16  to 
18,000,000  dollars;— on  the  value  of -.I'lich  theie 
was  a  dead  loss  of  at  least  nine  nullions  rr.or?.- 
making  .i  total  loss  to  tlie  common  ,\lock  nfw>:ulth  that 
year  of  31.500,t/00 — for  the  people,  thrown  otit  of 
employmei'i,  required  nearly  the  same  suppoi't  as 
when  they  were  employed;  and  the  chief  psirt  of 
them  (bemg  women  and  children)  wcreofach.ss 
which  in  the  United  States  is  generally  unproduc- 
tive of  national  wealth. 

Whit  more  do  we  wa:it  than  this  to  shev.-  that  the 
present /i«?y/ iimes  and  complaints  about  the  sci;v- 
city  of  money,  originated  in  our  own  prodigalitv 
and  waste  of  the  national  resources.''  Tiie  pressus-e 
was  not  immediately  felt — we  warded  it  oO"  with 
paper,  and  suflerfd  ourselves  to  be  shaved,  a.'-.fi 
shaved,  and  shaved  by  bank  j:A^rfAeTuiii..Ha — until 
\vt*  have  arrived  at  a  point  at  which  the  shavers 
ana  tlie  shaved  arc  likely  to  sufTe*  a  common  ruin! 
Well — "experience  13  a  dear  school,"  but  we  wotdd 
not  be  tauglit  in  any  oth/.T,  and  shall  pre  fit  f,om 
the  lessons  received  therein, 

(b)  The  establishmer.ts  in  tvViich  m)  va'.uabie 
con  et.pondent  was  concerned,  when  in  full  opera- 
lion,  probably  employed  .Mt  least  300  women  and 
ciiildren,  who,  instead  of  bei:;^  a  burthen  on  the 
pubiicj  were  transformed  i'lio  benefactors  of  the 
pubnc,  by  increasing^,  instead  of  preyiag  upnn  tl.*. 
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general  stock  of  ••  ealtj;  and  '>e 
thutt'iey  had  the  advan'nijes  of  a  go 
nolhiDg- !  Goiifjress  would  derive  more  honor  from 
some  act  which  should  briup  these  •R-omen  antl  chil 
drenag-ain    into  employment,   than  for  completing 
Ihst  costU  pile,  the  cspitoi,  at  Wasliington.  Palace-: 
and  poor  houses  ure  equally  things  to  be  avoided; 
private  comfort  is  the  true  glory  of  a  country. 

(c)  What  a  interesting  incident  is  here  related  ! 
■\Vliai  heart  is  there  that  can  dwell  upon  it  with  in- 
didVrence  !— A  man  is  rescued  from  a  life-estate  in 
the  poor  hnto",  and  raised  to  a  post  of  honor  and 
confidence— from  a  cripple,  an  objecx  of  pity,  he  is 
rendered  a  respectable  being,  made  useful,  and 
qualified  for  independence ! 

(d)  It  is  uncontrovertible  true,  that  nearly  the 
•whole  value  produced  by  the  women  and  children 
employed  in  our  manufactories  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  clear  profit,  by  its  entire  amount. 

(e)  T  think  that  this  is"  over-rated— but  if  the 
■ultimate  cost  to  us  (the  consumers)  of  what  a  girl 
at  Manchester  originates  by  her  luoor  is  considered, 
the  estimate  miiy  not  be  a  great  deal  too  high. 
Her  employment  creates  emp!')yTneiit  for  others, 
that  witlioui  it,  would  re.nain  idle  and  be  unpro- 
ductive. A  late  English  paper  gives  us  this  narra- 
tive of  the  progress  of  a  pound  of  cotton: 

"T!ie  following  account  of  one  pound  weight  of 
manun^ciured  cotton  will  show  the  importance  of 
the  trade  to  the  country  in  a  very  conspicuous  mar> 
ner.  There  v;ss  sent  ofl'  for  London,  lately,  from 
Failsey,  a  small  piece  of  muslin,  about  one  pound 
weight,  the  history  of  which  is  as  folio\vs:— The 
cotton  came  from  the  East  Indies  to  London,  from 
Londcin  it  went  into  Lancashire,  where  it  wa?  ma- 
nufactured in-iO  yarn;  from  Manchester  it  was  sent 
to  Pailsey,  where   i 


ides,  ■■\  Kppearsl  considerable  i-moHnt  to  lose  in  one  year;  the  great' 
d  sciiool  f,r  er  part  of  it  with  its  interest,  lost  forever,  just  as 
much  as  if  wc  had  thrown  so  mnrl;  money  iitothe 
Red  sea — bu\  if  to  tha*  loss  ve  add  what  we  might 
have  made— what  we  ought  to  have  made,  wh«t 
England  would  have  made  under  similar  circum- 
stances,  the  sum  total  would  appear  so  enormous 
as  to  stagger  belief. 

The  great  objection  to  mmufncturing  e^;tablish. 
ments  in  the  United  States,  is,  that  th-^y  divert 
labor  from  agriculture.  This  is  not  true,  as  \ 
general  proposition:  for  of  100,000  persons  em- 
ployed in  our  cotton  mariuf\ctnries  in  1815-  16, 
were  reasonably  calculated  to  have  possessed  in 
the  whole,  a  force  equsl  to  only  16,000  laborers, 
fit  for  agricultural  purposes — see  Wi^kklt  Rigis- 
TEB,  Vol.  XII  p.  277.  But  those  16.000.  ?^ith the 
womc!-.  and  children  that  operated  with  t!iem(oiu/ 
without  them  ^vouUl  not  have  operated  at  all  J  receir- 
edfov  ^aa^es  alone,  about  tweiiti/  willicns  sf  (hUart. 
It  is  pretty  w?ll  ascertained  that  the  geneml  aver- 
age product  of  labourers  in  agriculture,  cannot  be 
e^iimated  as  being  at  the  rate  of  more  tS»an  250 
dollars  per  hand,  per  annum— then  ir^stca-l  of 
twenty  millio'js  for  toage^,  the  16,000  personi 
would  hav  .•:au  d  the  produdi.  n  of  an  uitn;i4te 
value  of  odv  2,40.0,000  -tollars.  W>-at  a  ^ifibence.' 
(g)  The  facts  detailed  in  what  follows  .ire  worth 
volumes  of  comment— and  in  themselves  so  speik 
to  us  that  they  cannot  be  misnnders'ood. 


Amelioration  of  the  Indians. 

It  has  long  been  the  de-tire  of  evi.ry  feelj-igmind, 

that  the  aborigines   of  our   coootry   migiii  be  in. 

duced  to  relinquish  the  uncerV.iiuties  of  the  chase 

was  woven;   it   was  sent  to  j  f^r  agricultural  pursuits,  and  subject  their  fierce 


Ayrshire  next,  where  it  was  tamboured;  afterwards 
it  was  conveyed  to  Dumbarton,  v/here  it  was  hand- 
sewed,  and  again  returned  to  Paiisey,  when  it  was 
sent  to  a  distant  part  of  the  county  of  Kenfrew,  to 
be  bleached,  and  was  returned  to  Paisley;  when  it 
was  sent  to  Glasgow,  and  was  finished;  and  from 
Glasgow  was  sent  per  coaclj  to  London.  It  is  difh 
cull  precisely  to  ascertain,  the  time  taken  to  bring 
this  article  to  mirk:-t,  but  it  may  be  pretty  r^ear 
the  trutli,  to  reckon  it  three  ye^rs  from  the  timt:  ii 
■was  packed  in  India,  till  in  cloth  it  arrived  at  the 
merchiini's  warehouse  in  London;  whither  it  must 
have  been  conveyed  5000  miles  by  sea,  and  920  by 
land;  and  contributed  towards  the  support  of  no  less 
than  15S  people,  whose  services  were  necessary  iiv 
the  carriage  and  uianufuciure  of  this  small  quan 
tity  of  cot.on,  and  by  which  the  value  has  been 
advanced  2000  per  cent.  What  is  said  if  this  piece 
is  descriptive  of  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
tnide." 

(f)  This  loss  is  indeed  very  great— and  is  well 
called  "incalculable."  There  can  be  very  little 
doubt  but  that  if  the  manufacturing  establishments 
that  Wire  in  operation,  or  nearly  prcpHi-cd  to  go  to 
work,  in  loi6,  had  been  fosiei  od  and  protected,  as 
Britain  has  always  protected  her  man ufac. ones, 
that  we  should  have  drawn  fron.  England  tens  of 
thous:inds  of  her  very  best  male  and  female  wo:i£ 
pe^iple,  and  witl;  them,  of  course,  all  die  experi- 
ence of  that  country  in  several  of  Us  most  impoi  t- 
ant  Tranches  of  business.  And  these  things  alone, 
would  have  prevented  die  present  gloomy  appeal  - 
ance  of  our  alFair.s,  by  existing  the  balance  of  trade 
in  oui'  tavor — causing  specie  to  abound;  for  ihe 
precious  met:d3  will  alMMvs  seek  the  best  markei 
lor  tliem.  Vv'e  h.-ive  csiiimatau  the  loss  su-mhui- 
cd  m  t!ie  ycnr  1816  at  j1,5'JO,U0O  doilais— a  preity 


passions  to  the  wholesome  restraints  of  the  moral 
law,— to  feel  it  to  be  true  dignity  to  provide  food 
and  ch)thing  by  the  labor  of  their  own  hands,  and 
secure  independence  by  sober  and  industrious  ha- 
bits. 

The  fostering  hand  of  the  goverr.ment  hasbten 
iMvariabiy  extentlc!  to  aid  any  reasonable  project 
that  miglil  effect  such  l.appy  purposes,  and  seferal 
asscciaiions,  or  s  >cietie3  of  'he  people  have  enfjaged 
in  the  work,  at  different  periods,  with  honest  hearts 
and  enlightened  views— with  tlie  sole  purpose  to 
acconipiish  their  ostensible  o^^]e.zX?i.  The  friends, 
or  qu^kers,  as  tiiey  are  most  commonly  c»llM> 
take  the  lead  in  this  business;  and  some  correct 
and  intelligent  men  and  women  of  their  society, 
have  voluntarily  given  up  the  comforts  of  ciTiu»<' 
life  for  themselves,  that,  by  their  ex«m/>;e,  the  In- 
dians might  enjoy  some  of  the  benefits  ilutflo* 
from  aknow.euge  of  agriculture  and  the  mecbwic 
arts,  and  be  res. rr.med  from  the  vices  that  too 
often  grow  up  amongst  them  as  a  white  pop«l«- 
tio'.i  approaches  them.  These  m'ssionarie*  M" 
not  dealt  in  religious  dogmas,  nsr  i'''"^^*"**!."! 
superstitions  of  cur  aborigines  by  telling  tli«n 
things,  tn...,  iiiil-.e.r  prtsenr  state,  must  ""**  ° 
incomprehensible  lu  t;\em— bui  have  simply  enc- 
vored  to  shew  them  tl>e  advantages  ^^  ***"j,]j 
home  and  regular  occupation;  to  inspire  them 
an  idea  that  labor  is  honorable,  because  it  i«  '"o  ^; 
pensibleto  their  happiness;  and  on  lluse,  |P  .^^ 
biisli  tlie  great  precepts  of  c!>rislianity— fj^^^^ 
ness  of  injury  and  a  wiUingness  to  do  unto^ 
as  they  would  that  otuers  should  do  unto  t.>em-^^^ 
We  areghidio  iearn  that  liie  '•'^ccess  of  ^^^^ 
gei.erous  men  and  women  t-as  been  g'"^Y»ws  u* 
we  apprehended.  The  statement  below  s"^  .^j 
a  pari  uf  what    they   have   done;  and  a  sang 


NILES'  REGISTER    JANUARY  30*,  1819--OF  THE  INDIANS. 


421 


hope  is  entertained  thjit  «iome  of  the  tribes  may 
soon  be  brought  "within  the  pale  of  civiiiaation, 
am!  bfcoii>e  incorporated  with  the  American  peo- 
ple." As  tliere  seems  to  be  no  alternHtive  between 
an  improved  state  and  their  total  extii^ction—  .o^ 
eret' is  the  inducement  to  foster  every  measure 
that  mav  kindly  lead  the  untutored  savage  to  hap 


pinMs, 


jind  fit  hicn  to  become  a  citizen  hi  the  lanf^ 


of  his  fathers!     But  so  many  persons   are  interest- 
ed i  i  preventinp    this   happy  transition,  that  the 
power  of  the  government   must  be  vii^orously   ex 
er^ed  on  their  behalf,  or  the  effort  will  fail. 

lo  the  REsrsTEU  of  the  12lh  of  November  ult. 
we  represented  the  stale  of  the  Indians  ,is  differ- 
ent from  what  it  now  appears  to  be,  in  some  re- 
spects, and  sincerely  lamented  the  facts  as  they 
appeared  to  us— believing^,  that  the  practice  of  re- 
serving' lands  for  them,  which  would  soon  be  sur- 
rounded by  a  white  population,  was  pernicious  to 
them,  he.  And  so  perhaps,  it  is— but  the  adoption 
of  any  other  course  of  proceeding  less  injurious,  is 
difficult,  if  not  unattainable.  In  this  case,  their 
lands  sl.ould  be  bedded  round  by  the  power  of  go 
verrsr-^e;*',  and  a  simple  code  of  lav.s  stablished  lo 
bind  both  red  end  white  people  to  the  observance 
of  certain  principles  on  which,  the  very  existeacs 
of  the  f.rmer  depends.  If  rnay  hi  said  that  sve 
have  no  ri?jht  to  legislate  for  the  civil  or  moral  go- 
vertiment  ot  the  Indians,  but  the  urgency  of  'be 
occasion  may  justify  so  r::uch  coercion  as  will  su't 
ject  them  to  the  obseivaace  of  su.-h  laws  as  rcay 
be  honestly  established  and  fui'Jifully  administer- 
ed,  for  their  own  benefit.  And  .some  who  ought  "p 
be  v/e!l  acquainted  witii  their  habits  ^ud  disposi- 
tions, are  of  opinion,  thjst  if  wholesome  restraint 
is  gradually  (;:nd  kindly)  urg'ed,  a  sufficie:vt  .!c- 
grte  of  it  ni^y  in  time  be  exercised  ovpr  t!iem 
without  difficulty.  We  should  be  much  pleased 
to.seea  project  of  a  code  of  laws  caloulaied  to 
accomplish  the  piirpos?^  liinted  at. 

In  regard  to  those  fragments  of  tribes,  sealed  on 
reservations    of  Ian!    within    the    tliickly   seUUd 
parts  of  the  United  States,  we  are  fre';  ot  a  foreign 
influence,  which  is  equally  hostile  to  them   and  to 
us.    But,  in  respect  to  those   inhabitiog  the    regi 
pnsof  the  Nor'h  and  West  and   South,   yet  uncul- 
tivated,   a^d    rai'ely  travelled    by  r.ivilizfd    men, 
some  very  severe  statues  ure  necessary      It  is  be 
lieved,  that  every  ladiun  vvar  we    iiave    liad,  since 
the  organization  of  our  government,  may  be  t/^I•l?c^ 
i^  traced  to, Brilish   iiitrigue,  natiimally  or  i'ulivi 
dually.     To  a  certain  pxte;^t,   we  claim  and  exer- 
cise sovereignty  over  all  the  linds  wiihin  what  are 
considered  i.be  limits  of  our  territory,  whether  che 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguisiied  or  not;  and  most 
assuredly,  may  legislate  upon  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  as  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  our 
own  people,  as  well  as  tho-se  of  tlie  Indians,  by  for- 
bidding all  foreiprn  intercourse  with  them.     And, 
knoving  as  we  do,  that  in  the  estimation  of  British 
traders,  a  war  that  may  destroy  ten  thousand  peo- 
ple is  of  no  account,  if  it   furnishes  them  with  half 
a  dozen  additional  paciis  of  skins,  a  law  should  ba 
passed  making  it  death  to  any  foreign  or  unautho- 
rized person,  caught  amongst  them,  witliin  certain 
I'.mits,  to  be  extended  from  time  to  lime,  as  agen- 
cies could  be  established,  whereat  ail  persons  de 
sirous  of  trading  with,  or  residing  amongst  the  In- 
dians, should  be  compelled  to  apply  for  permission 
to  do  So — and  the  agents  should  be  charged  to  au- 
lliorise  none   for  eitb.er  purpose,    unless    assured 
that  they   were  citize^is    of  u.a  United  States,  of 
I     good  lAoral  charactet^  Sec.  giving  bund  also  for  the 
ji     taitliful  performance  of  certain  conditions  which 


ough*.  to  be  imposed  on  tliem.  If 'his  is  not  done, 
we  may  very  speediH'  expect  two  extensive  Indian 
wars;  one,  on  tlie  Upper  Mississippi,  and  another 
on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri — for  the  British  will 
not  suffer  t!ie  fur  trade,  within  oiu"  own  territory  to 
T)8S9  into  our  own  hands,  until  they  cannot  help  it! 
Let  us  ihen,  in  time,  provi'f'e  against  their  remorse- 
less love  of  gain,  and  wanton  waste  of  human  life. 

It  is  du2  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  ])re9ident  of  the 
United  Stales,  to  say,  that  he  was  the  founder  and 
steady  patron  of  the  plins  at  present  operaiin*  to 
ameliorate  the  condi'ion  of  the  Indian  nations — 
and  we  are  assured  that  president  .Munn^e  holdf? 
the  same  sentiments  in  regurd  to  their),  ar^d  will 
do  all  that  he  rightfully  can  to  favor  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work. 

But  v.-e  have  rather  suffered  ourselves  to  je  lead 
from  the  subject  just  now  before  us,  wbic'^  was 
simply  to  recommend  the  following  repr.-^s'^u'  ation 
to  the  public  attention,  and  especially  to  the  care 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 


The  committees  appointed  by  the  religious  so- 
ciety of  friends  to  present  to  congress,  rncr'norials 
on  behalf  of  the  Indian  native.",  under  the  permis- 
sion of  "he  committee  of  Mie  house  of  representa- 
tives to  whom  t';ese  m'^morials  were  referred,  take 
the  liberty  of  represen-iiig  the  following  circum- 
stances and  facts,  in  proof,  th.at  under  a  judicious 
systeoj  of  care  and  protection,  the  natives  of  this 
'ontinent  may  be,  not  only  grc-atly  itf>proved  in 
their  conditio  .,  bu*  induced,  in  a  lit  le  time,  to 
absiiidon  their  w.mdering  and  savage  r  ode  of  life, 
for  "I he  more  rational  one  of  local  habitations  and 
agricul'.ural  pursuits. 

The  yearly  meetings  of  friends  held  at  Balti. 
more,  Philadelphia,  and  New  Y'-rk,  having  fbr  a 
nuoi'jt-r  of  yea's  virw>^d  wit!,  "uc'.  comnussera'ion 
and  concern,  t:e  suffering  situation  of  'he  de- 
scendants  of  the  original  proprietors  at'  tlie  soil, 
now  so  peacefully  e  joyed  by  their  more  eclight- 
ei'ed  fellow-men,  under  impressions  of  duty,  v,  ent 
into  a  particvdar  examination,  whether  there  \v?re 
a^iy  means,  within  the  power  of  the  socie-y  of 
friends,  by  which  the  situation  of  this  longne-gjpct- 
ed  and  'oo  ,)fi  "n  abused  pe.^ple  Miight  he  .-.lieviaied. 
Ill  pursua'.r^e  of  this  o!;j;.ci,  dtputatio  is  were,  some 
years  picst,  appointed  fir  the  purpose  ofiscrtain- 
ing- the  then  acl'jal  sit.Ui.tion  of  those  I.di  ms  inlia- 
biung  the  northern  iiud  A-estern  -fron.ier  '  P  the 
United  States,  who  accordingly  performed  .  visit 
to  several  different  tribes,  and  on  their  rctur:)  re- 
ported,  that  they  had  had  a  full  oppor  uni'y  of  be- 
coming acq'iainted  with  the  condition  of  ;'  e  In- 
dians amongst  whom  they  had  been:  t!iat  thev  i'ouud 
them  in  a  suffering  .situation,  expose.!  to  t.-,,:  .  ;oie- 
mencies  of  the  seasons,  with  ver\  scanty  an.l  pre- 
carious supplies  of  food  and  cl.ithing;  that  from 
ihese  causes  numbers  of  th"m  unnuallv  perished, 
and  that  unless  they  could  h~;  pr^-v.-iiled  up.;n  to 
abandon  their  mode  of  life  tiiey  would  probably,  aC 
no  distant  period,  become  extinct. 

Under  these  circums'tances  it  was  d^^emed  pro- 
per to  commence,  without  delay,  a  work,  which 
every  feeling  of  charity  and  benevolence  urged  as 
a  duty  to  the  aborigines  of  uic  country,  and  the 
approbation  of  goveriim.^nt  '"  iiig  obtained,  com- 
mittees were  appointed  and  Tu.^ls  provided,  for  the 
commencement  of  an  uude/tHking,  which  it  was 
hoped  might  not  teroiinate  short  of  having  carried 
.'.onviction  to  the  minds  of  these  unrestraint '.  sons 
of  the  forest;  th-it  their  true  interests  would  bs 
promoted,  and  preserved,  by  ubauvloiiing  the  chase 
for  the  plough  and  the  farm— th«  tomahawk  and 
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Fcalp'rijjknift,  for  the  wholesome  restraints  of  civil 
law— -I'd  the  niisconcep'ions  arising  from  th'ir 
bemch'-'d  supfvslitions,  for  the  truths  unfolded  by 
the  lig'ts  or' the  gospel. 

Fri  'i  d^  -^f  'he  yearly  niepting<)  of  Pinladelphia 
and  N  w  York  'lirecte'  their  efforts  lo  the  rem»in 
iiig  trhe^  of  'n  inns  in  the  western  parts  of  the 
states  of  Npv  York  ai  d  P^■ntlsylv;lnia,  whilst  friends 
of  t!ie  vfarly  tneetinr.  held  r^t  B  .Ui^ore  extended 
their  aid  to  so-ne  of  the  trib;  s  ve>-iding  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  river. — Persons  of  exemplary  habits 
were  empioved  to  reside  amongst  them  far  the  pur 
p.'Sf-  of  assisting  and  insiruciiiig  Uiem  i  farrnhii;. 
A  grist  and  saw-raill  have  also  Jieen  erected  for 
the  use  of  ihe  S'na'Viino^s  jit  Wa.;;pLg'  ki  nnc.tia,  a 
vliK'iK-;  "'">  t'lS  Auglaise  river,  and  a  family  of  friends 
ha?  aeon  stationed  Ihet-e  to  ."^ssist  in  the  manage- 
inen;  of  these  ni'l!--,  and  in  the  .J  .mestic  and  agri- 
culn-,''.).  coicer  .s  ot  'he  Indians;  und  we  Smvc  navv, 
after,  sever.'ii  years  experience,  the  satisfaction  of 
berog  sble  to'stuie,  that,  noUvithstandisjg  the  sus- 
pens.'in  o?  our  efforts  .hiring  the  !i!c  w\r,  owing 
to  the  unsettled  stale  of  the  Ii'.dians  .a  thut  i\a\p — 
end  :.' t.'.  ithstauding  the  fri'qieni  introduction  of 
fpir'ituoi.'s  liqiiois  into  'iieir  vil):  i^es,  and  oiher 
ob.s-^aclr-s  which  have  been  lhro«-n  in  the  v/ny  by 
evil  d;  po'icd  persons,  yet  their  rvivancement  to- 
wards civilization,  has  been  steariily  progressive — 
so  th;it  wheh  we  contrast  tl-.eir  former  sit'jation, 
with  their  present  i-f.pfoved  condition,  we  huvt 
abundant  reason  to  be  encouraged  to  a  zealous  ;.er- 
8ever?'icc  it;  the  work  in  which  •ve  lisveerobi-rked, 
and  the  suongest  gr;.und  to  hope,  that  by  the  ex 
tension  ot  siiita!>le  protection  and  care,  on  the  pari, 
of  govrrnment,  die  native  sons  of  Uus  lai:d,  i>ay,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  be  brought  within  ih;* 
pale  :f  civilization,  and  become  incorporated  with 
tiiK  American  r;t;.ple. 

The  Siiawft'  ot   indians  se'tltd  on  the  Auglaise 
river,— the  Wiari'Iots  at  Upper  Sandusky,  and   the 
Sha-vaioe^    and    Delawares    at     Stoney-Creek,    a 
brancli  of  the  fTteat  Miami,  (as  well  as  the  ajti^^is 
jrencratly  who  inhabit  the  country  northwest  of  the 
Ohio)  only  a  few  years  back  were  in  a  situation  of 
tlie  utmost  distress  ai'.d  misery. — They  had,  for  se- 
veral   generations,    been  driven    back  before   the 
white  population,    during  which   tiroe  ihey    were 
frequently   eng.iged  in  destructive  wars.     In   the 
cours:;  of  these   wars  they  both    inflicted  and  sus- 
tained the   most  barbarous  cruelties. — By   the  de- 
structive use  of  spirituous   liquors,  by  famine,  and 
by  the  scantiness  of  their  .supplies  ofcloliMng,  ma^'fy 
of  them  are  known  to  have  annually  perished;  and 
they   'ere  finally    reduced   to  a  s'ate  of  suffering, 
whicli  threatened  their  rapid    annihilation. — But, 
under   the  influence  of  ihe  huma;ie  system   which 
the  government  has  si'ce  iirroduc-:d  amongst  some 
of  those  tribes, — and  bj  the  extension  of  individual 
liberality,  we  find  them  uow,  -^o  greatly  improved  in 
their  coadition,  tliat  they  annually  raise  more  bread 
stuffs  than  are  sufiicient  fir  their  own   warns,  aad 
that  they  have  consider  .ble  stocks  of  hogs,  cattle, 
liorses  and    some    s'leep.     Tiie    prejudices  widcli 
they  formerly  cherlsled  a.(ainst  our  habits,  'Jiuuners 
and  religion  are  gr>vdu'.lly  giving  wuy  to  more  en 
ligiuened  views  of  the  henefilr  of  civilizntion,  and 
aconsiderable    desire  is  matifested    amongst   the 
more  intelligent  of  t'em  to   become    ■  cquaint -d 
with  the  mechanic  ans    It  is  with  sutisfaclion  thdi 
we  ca:i  further   state,  tha'.  so  sensible  have  these 
Indians  b''~ttmeof  the  ki'  Iness  and    immaniiy  of 
thegON  jTovnent,  a.al  sO   .igh'y  do  they  appreciate 
its  friciidship  and   protection,  di  it  during  tiie  late 
war,  in  which  the  Miamies  and  other  nations  near 


the  lakes  took  an  active  part  against  the  United 
Slates,  these  'ribas  rem:iined  steadfast  in  their  at 
tic!  ;i;ent  to  the  American  government,  and  resist- 
ed thn  many  efforts  th.at  were  made  to  aliinatethem 
from  th^  pacific  course  which  they  bad  determined 
fopnrsiie. 

Friend.s  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Philadelphia, 
will  we  expect,  lay  before  your  committee  there- 
suit  of  their  observation  and  experience,  in  relation 
to  the  Indians  thpy  h?.ve  hnd  unde"  their  care.  But 
in  addition  to  wiiat  is  above  .stated, it  has  been  con* 
fi  Ud  to  us  tc  detail  the  n'cessary  information  re- 
speciing  the  state  o*"  those  tribes  to  \vh>m  the  care 
of  Frif-i'.ds  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  New  Yorkhis 
'•■ei-n  extended.  These  Indians  consist  mo.stly  of 
•he  remnants  of  <he  Iroquois  tribes,  and  we  under- 
stui>  '  that  they  ure  now  divided  iji«o  several  dis- 
tinrv  settleox^nts  upon  reservations  in  the  western 
psrtsof  thf  Slate  of  N^w  York,  to  wit.  Ai  Brotlier.- 
town,  there  is  a  settlement  consisting  of  302  per- 
sons.  These  h.ive  about  2,000  -icres  of  land  clear- 
ed  and  in  cultivation,  Tliey  are  considerably  ad- 
vflnced  in  asrricidtur.il  knowledge,  and  have  90 
cows,  30  horses, — 16  yoke  of  oxen, — 93  yonn^  cat- 
tle,—88  sheep, --^2  grist  mills,—!  SHw'mill,— 16 
frame  houses,- 18  frame  barn-;, — 21  plotigh?,— 17 
sl;ds, — 3  carts  and  3  waggons. — Four  of  tiiemare 
carpenters,  2  blacksmiths,4  shoemakers,  2tRylors 
and  5  weavers;  tnd  they  hive  manufactured  in  one 
y-';  -  320  yarJs  of  woolen,  and  600  vards  of  linen 
cloth. 

The  S.'ockbridge  'ribe  consists  of  475  persons. 
Thty  hav-  tbout  1200  acres  of  land  cleare!,-- 
grist  ?ni!h,— 1  saw  mill,— 8  frame  houses,  -7fiame 
hnms, — 26  borses, — 20  pair  oxen,— 54  milcii  cows, 
— 44  youn^'  ca'tle, — 56  sheep  and  50  swine —50  or 
60  of  their  women  have  learned  to  •^pin,  and  anum- 
'•)er  to  wp-jve,  and  .ibotit  100  yards  of  cloth  have 
been  manufactured  in  their  families  in  a  yc.r. 

The  sout^  Oneida  settlement  consists  of  440 
persons,  in  51  families.  They  have  500  acres  of 
lamt  cleared  .tnd  in  cultivation,  25  iiorsej,  24ijxen, 
33  (  ows,  118  young  cattle,  40  si.eep,  IOOIiOl's,! 
saw  roili,  6  framed  l.ouses,  6  Trained  barns,  2  wag- 
gons and  10  plo'itirhs,  and  they  manufact'Te  to 
about  the  same  extent  as  the  Stockbridge  Lidians 
above  described. 

The  Onond;igo  tribe  consists  of  abotit  250  per. 
sons.  Tbey  have  about  500  acres  of  land  cleiTed 
and  in  cultivation,  6  pair  of  oxen, '  10  co.vs  and 
some  young  cittle.  This  settlement  has  distin- 
guished itself  for  its  sobriety,  there  being  but  few 
of  its  members  that  have  bee;-,  known  to  be  intoxi- 
cated for  a  considerable  timepi'st. 

With  the  situation  ofthe  Indians  on  the  south- 
western frontier  of  the  United  States,  we  do  not 
profess  to  have  any  further  knowledge  than  is  de- 
rived from  the  official  i  iformatioi:  of  the  ajentsof 
government,  and  which  we  believe  may  be  referred 
to  at  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade 
at  Georgetown.  We  hkve,  however,  been  led  to 
believe  that  very  considerable  progress  has  b»en 
m.ide  towards  civilization  amongst  the  Creeks,  the 


Chocl.,<i's,    the    Cherokees,    and  Chickasaui; 


and 


that  ibcir  principal  reliance  is  no  longer  upon  the 
chaser  for  food  and  clothing,  but  that  agncultui-", 
manufi.ctures  and  the  mechanic  arts,  are  pif'tied 
in  those  nations  with  an  interest  which  gives gow 
grouijd  to  hope  that  in  a  few  years  they  may  "'= 
tr^n, formed  from  cruel  and  improvident  savages  to 
p  ;act-able  and  industrious  citizens. 

l''ina!iy,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  experirnen" 
hitherto  made  to  introduce  the  arts  of  civil  li'« 
amongst  the   Indian  tribes    have  furnished  ">^ 


NtLES'  REG  [ST  ER -JANUARY  50,  1819- PUBLIC/LANDS. 


strongest  evidence  that  under  a  humane  and  pacifi'" 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  general  government,  carried 
into  effect  by  a  known  system  of  laws,  suited  ;o 
their  condition,  the  Indians  may  be  withdrawn  from 
their  migratory  habits  to  feel  sufficient  interest  in 
property  to  induce  them  to  settle  themselvs  in 
fixid  habitations. 

That  the  native  genius  of  the  aboriginesof  Ame- 
rica is  susceptible,',i'ider  a  mild  system  of  laws  a»;d 
a  wholesonie  domestic  discipline,  of  being  impiov- 
ed  in  well  reji^ulated  schools,  so  as  to  enable  vham 
to  become  competitors,  with  their  white  brethren, 
for  the  rewards  due  to  excellence  in  virtue,  in 
knowledge  and  in  all  the  acquirements  that  adori 
the  most  enlightened^in  civil  life,  is,  we  conceive,  a 
fact  that  can  no  longer  be  doubted.  How  impres- 
sively, then,  does  the  interest  of  our  country,  as 
well  as  the  justice  due  to  the  native  inhabitants 
of  this  land,  demand,  that  by  kindness  and  affection 
>we  should  win  to  our  confidence,  a  race  of  men 
capabk  of  the  highest  attainments  in  the  arts,  in 
literature,  and  in  science;  and  whose  extinction, 
would  i^)flict  upon  our  national  c!iaracter,  a  stain 
that  could  not  be  effaced  from  the  page  offvithful 
history. 

All  which  is  submitted. 


Public  Limds. 

Mstraci  of  a  letter  from  tlie  secretarn  of  the  treasiirn, 

■    transmitting  statements  of  the  satei.  :f  imblic  !imds 

during  the  i/ea^  1817,  and    the  three fi\:jt  quu-tevs 

of  thi-  year  1818.     R&adin  senate,   Dr.  21,  1818. 

No.  1.  S'  atenrient  of  lands  sold  in  the  stutes  of 
■'  Oh'o,  Indiana  un,!  liiiNois,  and  i;!  t'^-?  territory  of 
Michigan,  forth;-  1st  of  January,  1817;  to  the 
olst  December  1819,  showing  also  tli^'  receipts 
from  the  individuals  and  payments  mndc  b;  r'> 
ceivers  duriig  tiieswme  limp,  with  the  baiancf;s 
due  fr  nr-  bodi  •  n  the  Is  .7  n.  1817,  and  1st  Jaci-- 
arv  1818  No.  2,  continued,  is  a  similar  st^'e- 
men'  for  the  pcno  '  'rom  the  1st  of  January  1818 
to  the  oOlh  Sept.  1818. 

No.  1, 
No.  1,        coninu'd 
Land^  sold,  after  deducting 

lands  reverted,  ac-es,  1,482,631     1,245,106 

Value  of  the  above  dolls  3,097,253     2  571,336 

Lands  reverted  acres,      95,655  46,221 

In  ihe  hands  of  receivers,  Jnn. 

1,  1817  dolls.    415,710        167,009 

-individuals     «     4.809.439     6,184,975 


« 


1,749,146 
27,429 


<*      1,931,558 


1,471,631 
5,808 

1,310,107 
43,930 

7  290  489 

sJ84  6!J2 

7,575,092 


lleceipts  by  receivers — 
For  purchase  money 
forfeitures 
Payments  by  receivers- 
Intothe  treasury 

For  expenses  aod  re-payments  S66,v88 
Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1818 — 
Prom  individuals  "       6,184,975 

receivers  "         167,009 

Total  bjilance  due  "      6,351,985 

Total  gales  of  land  JV.  If.  of  Ohio. 
Prom  the  opening  of  the  ofUces  to  the  30lh  Sepf. 
1818— acres  10,175,637  for  ^21,545,797.     Ueturns 
from  three   districts  of  one  quarter  each,  not  re- 
ceived; to  be  concluded  in  the  amount  next  year. 

^0-  2 — is  a  similar  statement  of  lands  sold,  &c.  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  for  t,he  entire  year  of 
1817;  and  No.  2    continued  a  like  statement  re 

I  specting  the  .same  from  Jan.  1,  to  September  30, 
I'Sl^. 


No  2. 

394,767 

825  403 

33,278 

185  445 

1,340,198 


Lands   sold   af  er    deducting 

lands  reverted,  acres. 

V;iiue  of  tlie  above  dolls. 

Lands  reverted  acres. 

In  the  hands  of  receivers,  J  -n. 

1.  1817.  dolls. 

individuals    " 

Receipts  by  receivers 

For  purchase  money 
rorfiMtures 
Tayrien  s  by  receivers — 
Into  the  treasury 
For  expenses  and  re-payments  ^15,123 
Biilance  due  Jan.  1,  1818, 
From  individuals  '•      1,829,246 

receivers  •«  333,  )29 

Total  balance  due  "       2  162,776 


« 


344  590 
8,236 

181  383 


No  2, 
continu'd 

265.830 

531,805 

15,980 

.33152a 
1,829  24G 

259,9^1 
1,791 

369. 2S0 
14,750 

2,102,855 
20y,49U 
3,312.342 


No.  3— is  u  statement  of  land.s  s./ld,  &c.  in  A  i.4ba- 
ma,  for  the  (ii  ire  year  of  1817;  and  No.  3.  con- 
tinued IS  a  sii.'iUup  accirint  ofthrsnme  from  the 
1st  of  January  to  the  30;h  Sept.  1818. 


Lands  sold   after   deducting 

lands  reverted  acres. 

Value  of  the  above  di'Hs. 

Lands  revtrted  acres. 

In  the  hinds  of  receivers,  J;in. 

1,  1817,  d'dk. 

individuals  '• 

Receipts  by  receivers — 
Fo."  purch.'ve  money      " 
forfeitures  «' 

P,\yments  by  receivers — 
Into  thi-  treasury  "«' 

i^"  r  expenses  and  re-p-nments 
\^■^■.^x,ce  due,  J-n.  1,1818- 
Fr  !!-.  indivi^lui.,s  " 

■ — ri:..eivprs  " 

Total  S."j;r.;:''  due  " 


No  3. 

*  202, 465 

811.764 

4,249 

8,744 
115,775 

235,279 
4,903 

215.5G8 

§9,250 

697,1  r.3 

19.-204 

716,368 


X...  .3, 
Continu'd 

1436.020 

3,183,947 

37,807 

19,204 
697,163 

827.807 
14,833 

81?, 937 
22,817 

3  0'~"8,  36 
J1.257 
3.*  79,393 


Total  sides  rfUindin  J>ii«dssi}if>i  tunl  ^Ihihuma. 
V"rriy  the  opc-ningof  the  othnes,  to  the  30  h  Sept. 

1813,  acres  2,514,1  il;  dolls.  7,9.50,660 

On  ucc.junt  cf  tliese  sales.stock  was  re';":ve  I  to  the 

amount  sf  S'-"89'"44. 

J^'ote  No  iTiurn  fi-ori  llnntsville  fvr  the  qi;ar!er 
ending  Sept.  30,  1818— durirg  which  the  s-.ics  w-Te 
very  great.  U  is  ixportod  that  the  whol  s.ies  in 
Ai.ibama  liave  amounted  t'  the  v.ilue  of  tea  rnil- 
ii.  Uj  of  dolhifs,  and  imr>>ens-e  tracts  ofijLos;  r'e.sira- 
ble  land  are  yet  lo  be  ofiVrfd. 

Q^i'liere  is  no  .iccou"i  of  the  fal^s  of 'mv  lan^l 
in  Louisiana  or  iMisanuri.  The  oificea  have  he^-n 
but  recently  opened,  #nd  it  is  jirob.ible  tkat  not 
any  accounts  '  ave  been  made  up. 

The  priJLrt:  la>'i>s  •  ave  hecone  a  most  jnrinnrt- 
ant  national  concern,  and  d<mand  an  inr.reaaed 
care  of  the  repr-^sentatives  of  tiie  propir,  to  pro- 
vent  a  waste  of  this  vast  fund  ol pii If liC  nealtl;. 
Care  should  be  taken  to  fiuard  against  the  sales  of 
any  extensive  tracts  which  the  cur'-enr  of  emij^ra- 
tion  may  not  require,  whilst  every  reasnn  ,  le  fici- 
lity  ou;;ht  to  be  tx'-ended  in  favor  of  t(r'7^^  set/''er'^ 
— to  cjieck  specuUitiwis  'lierem,  a"d  forb:;  nonrjfin. 
ly.  In  its  general  sense,  the  wealth  of  individuals 
constitutes  tlie  national  wealth — but,  if  the  proper- 
ty  of  individuals  cunnot  be  HCted  npoi  to /n-oi/uoj' 
something.^  it  is  of  no  irnj)onanr€  to  Ihc  natioti.  Tims 
— if  a  man  buys  1000  acres  oHand  for  §2  per  acre. 


*At  HuiUsville,  Aluh^ma       acres  3,834      f406.89j 
MiUedgevitle  Georgi%  ''.     19S,€30         ?.i^l26 
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an;'  svff'rs  il  ■.>  lie  idle  that  he  maj'  pfet  lOfnril, 
the  v'lioi  j  property  is  for  the  time  being,  lost  vo 
the  nub-if,  and  bringjs  mo  profit  to  it,  except  'Jie 
small  taxes  that  the  land  itself  maybe  liable  to 
pay — w!iere:ts,  if  it  were  nrti'ceUed  out  to  indi-.-idM- 
al  cultiv  .tors,  all  that  they  raised,  bey^'id  Iheir 
own '"onsump'vion,  mi^ht  b«  so  much  cle<v--aii»  to 
thenAtio'i.  And  besides,  if  a  profit  is  to  b«  -nade 
on  the  rise  of  property,  why  may  not  th<"  Unite;1 
Slates  (he  pivsent  owners  of  tlie  laad)  as  well 
Lave  it,  ;is  unprodiictive  sprculatorsi' 

Ip  <verv  s..!e  of  pu!dic  lan'.ls,  we  apprehend,  Ui»l 
a'l  iinmrnse  future  advantage  tnight  be  i-ai:/.edby 
r.-.servin;^  evei-y  third  serlion  fro;  any  given  ptac- 
of  begiiing,  for  s\i'.>seq-ienl  disoos&l.  .Actual  s^.t 
tl-frrs  vould  perb.aps,  be  rather  benefitted  i.han  in- 
jured by  tills  pvooedure,  whilst  tiieir  labor  on  ad 
iacent  tracts,  would  rapidly  acivance  the  valne  o'' 
the  parts  reserve'l — and  creute  a  resource  fn-  the 
natio.j  in  tin)e  of  its  need,  t!;st  rf)i>5,ht  be  relied 
upon,  and  prevent  the  imposition  of  iticonveinent 
or  oppressive  taxes. 

It  is  a  fact — dial  certain  late  speculations  ii  land 
have  been  as  injurious  to  individuals  as  other  late 
specuU'ions  in  p:^p^r,  and  .he  conrimunity  has  ex- 
ceedingly suffered  by  both. 

Navy  of  the  United  States. 

NAMES  AKDF-iUCt.  OF  TUB     SH'TP-i   A*.D  VESSELS   OF    THK 
CSITiia  .-Ti.ES'  ■SKYt — Cl'RRtCTKT). 


Boston  Bills  of  Mortality. 

.Abstract  of  the  biii  of  morlHlity  for  the  town  qf 
Boston,  for  the  entire  year  181S. 

J^'.nuary, 


February, - 

March,  - 

April, 

May,       - 

June, 

July, 

Aug'iist,     - 

September, 

October,    - 

Noveinber, 

December, 


71 
60 
91 
79 

78 
83 
7.5 
77 
88 
104 
69 
75 

971 


JJanie*. 


All  IT,  stnp, 
A^p.  sciiouner, 
BIjciv  sliip  (Tehifonta) 
»;.)iiuitution,  iri^ate, 
Coiiip-^^ss,  tlu. 

Co.istellation,    <lu. 
'Cliipii'.wj,  ship, 
CorponiUDn.  scliooner, 
•ContiaiiCL-.ship, 
<;ja!i' ,  d  • 

"Daio.i,  brig. 
DcMiatcli,  scliooner, 
Eria  shi|>, 
Eiiterprize,  brig, 
E  iglf,  sc'lioonii-, 
FraiiUiii,  ">h  ;•> 
Pulto.i,  stea:ii  'licfatc, 
Fireoranri,  sc'ioo:)tr, 
7ox,  do. 

Ouerricrt".  frigate, 
•Cit..t  :-.l  V.kf,  ship, 
•Gi   i.t.  •:..liO'ju  rr, 
HimL't,      p, 
H  r'-ri.  sc  buM  r, 
lliui  ^  1  ili-nt.',  ship, 
J.nu.  If. gate, 
Jfih.i  Adams,  ship, 
•Jeft'i'isoM,  l)iig. 


Guns. 

}James. 

Guns. 

None.  I 

"Jon'-s,  biig. 

IS 

*•' 

*Louisiaiia,  sliip, 

•> 

*L.awrence,  iiiig. 

20 

44     i 

*Li;iiitt,  schooner. 

16 

3() 

Lvu.<t,          do. 

6 

t( 

'Laiiy  pfthe  Lake,  sloop. 

1 

74 

.Macedonian,  tiigate. 

36 

None. 

*.Muhawk,             do. 

32 

32 

•Madison,  brig, 

IB 

24 

*Nf-w  Oile;i.:s,  skip. 

74 

18 

*Nia2ara,brig. 

18 

2 

-Voiisiich.  schooner. 

6 

18 

Oiitaijo,  ship. 

18 

1/ 

'Ouiida,  hi-ip, 

.!•» 

12 

P -accick.  ship. 

Ss 

74 

•HorcnpiiiH,  shcooner. 

1 

"QiuiH  Charlotte, siiip. 

14 

6 

*Ranij.r.  luig, 

(* 

4 

•Rav  n,  do. 

u 

44 

•.■iup.Tiflr.  friijate, 

44 

24 

•Sjiratu^- 1,  ship. 

no 

1 

♦Sylph,  brig. 

16 

U 

Spar.k.    do. 

12 

6 

Surpiizc,  schooner. 

6 

74 

•Ticonripioga,  do. 

14 

44     , 

United  Siattrs,  frig-ate, 

4( 

21     1 

Washini;ti>i),  ship, 

74 

l«     ' 

Of-vhom — 172  were  under  1  year;  93  from  1  to 2; 
.57  from  2 'o  5;  36  from  5  to  10;  43  frofn  10  to  20; 
110  from  2')  to  30;  1 13  fi-o--.  30  to  40;  109  f'M*i  40 
to  50;  89  from  50  to  60;  71  ♦"-ont  6)  to  70;  49  from 
70  to  80;  21  from  80  to  90;  4  from  90  to  100. 

Diseases.  Consutnplion  138;  Fevers — typlius  ll?i 
oiiier  fevers,  56;  in*"iir.tine  diseases  156;  Still  born 
46;  old  age  32;  suicide  4;  &o.  &c. 


Barnes,  Galleys,  Gun  Boats,  crc. 
At  SacUrtt's  Harbor,  15  barges,  no  armaineiif. 
White  Hall,  6  galh  ys,  2  guns  each. 

JJoston,  1  anchor  iioy. 

Newport,  gun  boat  No.  P5. 

Ni  w  Y.irk,  Jo  8. 

Balli-nore.  3  barg'S. 

I^orioil.,  gun  boats  No.  72,  76. 

Ch«rle-t  n,  S.  C,  do  10,  l.«,  168, 

Ntw  Orl..ans.  Biilldog,(felueea)2giin!,and2  launches 

'i  bose  marked  thus  *  are  Lake  v.-ssels. 


Salem  Bills  of  Mortality. 

T'lere  die  .  in  -.he  lo-.vn  ol  b.u  .i ,  ,..  i.he  year 
1818—194  persons.  95  males  and  99  .%males;  of 
who..  31  wt-rfi  under  1  yeir  of  aj:»-p;  14  from  1  to 
2;  11  from  2  to  5;  8  from  5  to  10;  13  f'om  10  ^o  20; 
.;i  item  20  lo  30;  QT  fro  -  30  ■.,.  40;  14  from  40  to 
•50;;  14  fror;.  50  to  dO  3  from  60  .o  7'J;  12  fro  ii  70 
to  80;  5  from  80  to  Ov,  I  from  90  to  100. 

/haeaaes.  C-nsu,Mpiion  3D;  fevers— 1\  [dius  8; 
other  13;  intcupcrance  15.  Choi,  inflan.  4-uri- 
v-CTtain  44,  £ic.  &c. 


Forei2;u  Articles. 

AIX    I.A  CilAPELLE. 

The  allied  sovereigns  have  relumed  to  their  rfr 
S[)tr;tive  nations.  Tiie  emperor  of  Austria  Ifft 
Aix  la  Chapeilf;  on  the  17'.h  of  November,  the  king 
of  Prussia  on  the  19t)i,  and  the  emperor  of  Russia 
0  1  the  *:2d. 

Last  nets  nf  the  cone^ress  of  sovereiirns. 

London.  JYov.  29.— TiiJ  ieliberations  of  the  con- 
gress at  Aix-iaChapelle  havr;  terminated;  asd  we 
no  V  present  the  grand  official  result — the  last  pro- 
tocol iiid  declftralion  of  the  ».U.ied  sovereigns,  or 
their  mir.isters,  towards  whicJi  all  tiseir  consulta- 
tions tended,  .and  v.dth  the  signature  of  whicn  their 
assembly  is  finally  broken  up,  and  its  illustrious 
nvembersj  disp^rsj-'d.  These  document.^  ^re  interest- 
in,;-  in  point  of  ^'orin,  ns  they  es'.iibit  the  coaiplelion 


of  tie  .vork  wiiich  has  long  .i'UMcted  so  much  at- 
ten  io  ;  but  otherwise  there  contents  are  modestly 
expresse.i.  With  the  partial  good  which  is  likely 
ti  fli..-  from  t'le  conferences  at  .Mx  la-C -pellP» 
th'  re  is  certrtinly  as  liuL='  general  evii  united  as  ever 
d  d,  re.sulf,  or  ever  '-an  result,  from  the  nrVeeti'igs  of 
pe'sons  w;,o  po.^sess,  we  rnav  say.  conj  iintly,  tnil- 
i'o  ,s  of  men  ut  their  command.     O'the  fourdicu- 

■^..-uts  published  bv  cujigress,  the  fi.-st  is  an  ac- 
kTO'.vledi^ment  of  the  four  allied  pow-rs,  of  the  tran- 
quil Slate  o\'  France,  of  her  fulfilment  of  all  her 
exst:n(f  engage^nents,  of  the  adeqtiacy  of  the 
pie  !ges  which  she  oH'ers  f^r  their  co.nple'ion,  and 
K  rr.ns'quenl  acknowledgioent  of  the  propriety  of 
\vit*idriiwini?the  army  of  occupation. — The  king  of 
France  is  tlien  invited  to  make  one  of  the  congress. 

T.'Tis  inviiiti  )n  is  in  the  second  document  acrepicl, 
in  Ids  sovereign's  name,  by  iils  minister,  the  duke 
of  iiici)e!it  II,  whose  s;i;Mature  is,  of  course,  afnsed 
to  the  two  ensuing'  acts,  which  have  relation  to  the 
p^?neral  inttresl  of  Kurope.  The  sovereii^ns,  in  the 
oroiocol  and  leclaranou,  both  dated  Nov  15,  hint 
u!  the  proi'ability  of  future  co.iferinces  for  theg^ood 
oi'Kutop-;  but  deciare  in  all  their  deali -g-s  with 
e.ju!)  ctiier,  ■ami  in  their  deci.sio.ns  on  the  appeals  of 
th,-)se  powers  wl'dch  lake  i.o  part  in  t!ie  quintuple 
Rllianc*-,  they  will  be  governed  only  by  the  laws  of 
nations. 

DechirniioH  of  t'le  Allied  Sovereigns. 
"Xovv  iJiat  the  pacification  of  Kurope  is  accom- 
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plisbeJ,  by  the  resolution  of  "Mth drawing  the  fo- 
reiirn  troops  from  the  Frencli  territory;  and  now 
thatthpreis  an  er.trof  (hese  measures  of  precau- 
tion, which  deplorable  events  had  rendered  neces- 
sarv,  the  ministers  and  plenipotentiaries  of  their 
majesties  the  emperor  of  Austria,  the  kin,^  of 
France,  the  kinp^  of  Great  Britain,  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  the  emperor  ofall  the  Russias,  having 
received  orders  from  their  sovereigns,  to  make 
known  to  all  the  courts  of  Europe  the  results  of 
their  meeting  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  with  that 
view  to  publish  tlie  follo'ving  declarations:  The 
convention  of  the  9th  of  October,  which  definitive- 
ly regulated  the  execution  of  the  engagements  a- 
grfed  to  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  November  20, 
1815,  is  considered  by  the  sovereigns,  who  con- 
ctirred  therein,  as  the  accomplishment  of  t'  e  work 
of  peace,  and  as  the  completion  of  the  poliiical 
system  destined  to  ensure  its  solidity. — The  inti- 
mate union  estf-blislied  among-  the  monarchs,  who 
are  joint  parties  to  this  system,  by  their  own  prin- 
ciples, no  less  than  by  the  interests  of  their  people, 
ofiers  to  Europe  the  most  sacred  pledge  of  its  fu- 
ture tranquility. 

"The  object  of  this  union  is  as  simple  as  it  is 
grent  and  salutary.  It  does  not  tend  to  any  new 
political  combination — to  an}'  change  in  the  rela- 
tions sanctioned  by  existing  treaties.  Calm  and 
consistent  in  its  proceeding-;,  it  has  no  other  ob- 
ject than  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  the  secu 
rity  of  those  transactions  on  which  the  peace  was 
founded  and  consolidated.  The  sovereigns,  in 
fornoing  this  august  union,  have  regarded  as  its 
fundamental  basis,  their  invariable  resolution  never 
to  depart,  either  among  themselves,  or  in4;heir  re 
lationswith  other  states,  from  the  strictest  obser- 
vation of  til*  principles  of  the  right  of  nations: 
principles  which,  in  their  applic-^'ion  to  a  state  of 
permanent  peace,  can  alone  cftectually  guarantee 
the  independence  of  each  government  and  the  sta- 
bility of  the  general  association.  Faitlful  to  these 
prinaiples,  the  sovereigns  will  maintain  them  e- 
qually  in  those'  meetings  at  which  they  may  be 
personst.l'.v  present,  or  in  those  which  sliall  take 
place  amonr;  their  ministers;  whether  it  shall  be 
their  object  to  discuss  in  common  their  own  inte- 
rests, or  whether  they  shall  take  cognizance  of 
questions  in  which  other  governments  shall  for- 
mally claim  their  in'.erferenr-.e.  Tlie  same  spirit 
which  will  direct  their  coancils.  and  reign  in  their 
illplomatir  communications,  shall  preside  also  at 
tliesemeeri'igs;  and  the  repose  of  the  world  shall 
be  constantly  their  moUve  and  their  end.  It  is 
with  such  sentiments  that  the  sovereigns  have  con 
summafed  the  work  to  which  they  v/ere  called, 
Thpy  will  not  cease  to  labor  for  its  confirmation 
and  perfection.  They  solemnly  acknowledge,  that 
their  duties  towards  God,  and  the  people  v.hom 
they  govern,  make  it  peremptory  on  them  to  give  to 
the  world,  as  fur  as  in  their  power,  an  example  of 
justice,  of  concord,'of  moderation;  happy  in  the 
power  of  consecratijtg,  from  henceforth,  all  their 
efforts  to  the  protection  of  the  acts  of  peace,  to 
the  increase  of  the.  internal  prosperity  of  their 
stiites,  and  to  the  awakening  of  those  sentiments 
op  religion  and  mor.ditv,  whose  empire  has  been 
but  too  much  enfeebled  by  the  misfortune  of  the 
times. 

..  "Aix-la-ChapHle,  Nov.  15,  1813. 

Si^rne 


'«MET!F,U\1CH, 
RICHELIEU. 
C.VSTLERE.A.GH, 
WELMNGiOX, 
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BOWAPAHTE  ASn  ST.  HELEWA. 

A.  report  prevailed  at  Dublin  on  the  13th  Nov. 
of  the  escspe  of  JVupok-on.  The  Hampshire  Tele- 
graph contains  a  long  article,  as  news  from  S*.  He- 
lena—saying that  despatches  were  »o  be  sent  by 
the  Musqueto  sloop  of  great  importance  relative 
to  a  plot  to  liberate  him.  That  he  had  received, 
by  some  unknown  means,  the  sum  of  15,000  dofl- 
lars— that  his  horde  of  treasure  had  been  discover- 
ed— thatHertrand  !iad  boasted  the  emperor  could 
at  uny  time  command  a  million  sterling  A  new 
pass  to  the  top  of  theclifl'cn  the  windv.ard  of  the 
rock,  had  been  discovered,  and  every  body  was  as- 
tonishintfly  alarmed— a  new  banerv  W;s"  immedi- 
ately erected  there.  Several  suspicious  schooners 
were  reported  asliovering  about  the  island,  which 
had  been  frequently  chased,  kc. 

Bonapsrte  is  said  to  be  in  lifcilth— but  stiil  keep's 
himself  confined  to  his  h  )use.  A  new  one  anpears 
to  be  building  for  him.  Provisions  are  verv  scarce 
and  the  seamen  and  troops  are  often  on  short  al! 
lowance— the  supplies  are  drawn  fro-.n  t^eCupe  of 
Good  Hope  All  the  vessels  have  lost  many  men 
by  sickness—  the  Conqueror  74,  had  hardly  enough 
able  hands  on  board  to  work  the  shio.  Boats  are 
continually  rov/ing  round  th^  island  during  the 
night;  many  sentinels  having  fdlen  from  their''lnok- 
out  places  on  the  ciifTs,  were  ds,shc-.d  to  pieces.  &c- 
AU  this  to  keep  one  msn — "an  usurper,"  "tvrant** 
&c.  in  priso  !  If  .A'a/io/eon'was  the  tliing  that  ■his 
enemies  call  him,  why  all  this  caution.?     Why   so 

much  fear  the  release  if  sucb  a  wretched  beini?.? 

The  fact  is,  a'^d  the  world  feiinws  it,  that  he  is  yet 
dear  to  Francf  and  F-enchmeji;  wd  tiiat  the  clap- 
ping  together  of  his    hands    on   iF  -enoh    ground 
would  frighten  poor  Loits  the  desired  out  of  Lis 
ki:ig  lorn. 

Gen  Gourgaud  has  been  arrested  in  London  by 
a  warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state.  It  is  stated 
that  he  had  been  required  to  quit  the  country 
un  ler  'he  alien  act,  but  neglected  to  do  Svj.  He 
resisted  the  officers,  and  some  of  them  <vere  se- 
verely injured.  He  was  shipped  off  for  Ciu.x:  aven, 
in  the  nipht. 

The  act  of  parliament  makes  it  a  capital  offence 
for  any  British  subject  knowingly  ^tiding  or  assist- 
i.ig  to  rescue,  or  attempt  to  rescue,  Napoleon. 

Dr.  O'  Meara,  late  surgeon  to  Napoleon,  has  been 
dismissed  from  the  British  service — the  reason  al- 
leged is,  that  he  has  reflected  upon  sir  Hudson 
Lowe!  The  Doctor  says,  it  is  not  true  that  he  was 
requested  to  poison  Bonaparte — but  that  "sugges- 
tions were  made  to  him  against  which  his  conscience 
revolted."  No  doubt,  gradually  to  send  the  vic- 
ti.-n  to  the  gi'ave;  or  to  become  a  spy. 

When  the  Musqueto  arrived  at  Ports.mouth.no 
communication  with  the  shore  was  allowed  for  24 
hours.  The  despatches  brought  by  her  were  trans- 
mitted in  great  haste  to  London,  as  immensely  im- 
portant! A  cabinet  council  was  called,  which  last- 
ed nearly  four  hours.  Every  bndy  was  on  tip-toe 
to  learn  what  was  the  matter — finally,  it  was  given 
out"fhata  correspondence  had  been  intercepted 
by  sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  St.  Helena,  which  proved 
the  existence  of  a  communication  between  iliat  is- 
land and  certain  persons  resident  at  Rome,  Paris 
an  1  iVIunich. 

'That  this  communication  had  for  its  object  the 
liberation  of  Boiiaparte  frora  St  Heh-na." 

"Extreme  iiuliilseiice  and  cumpassion." 

A  London  paper  say.s — "It  is  understood,  that 
one  t)art  of  the  contents  of  the  late  despatches  from 
St.  Helena  relates  to  the  attempts  made  to  corrupt 
some  of  tiie  troops  there.    While  Bonaparte  is  ablfe 
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to  dryw  for  krgfe  stims  upon  the  bankers  in  Europe, 
to  whom  his  family  and  liis  adherents  are  doubt- 
less responsible,  it  cannot  be  wonderful  that  he 
shon'd  endertV'ir  to  make  this  use  of  his  funds.  But 
thew»>ole  of  his  conduct,  supposing;  no  such  at- 
tenipt  to  have  been  detected,  must  have  convinced 
the  allies  how  unfit  at)  object  he  is  of  the  extreme 
indulgence  Ana.  compassion  shown  to  him." 

"We  havebriefly  noticed  the  decease  of  theqneen; 
she  died  on  the  17<h  NoveTiber — was  born  in  1744, 
married  in  1761,  and  had  had  twelve  children.  - 
The  old  la^ly  w.^s  immensely  rich— her  jointure, 
from  the  time  of  her  marriage',  was  100,000/  a  year, 
and,  as  she  was  a  very  mannginff  woman,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  she  contrived  to  save  more  than  that 
sum  every  year.  It  is  agreed  that  her  private  pro- 
perty, of  all  descriptions,  wr.s  worth  five  millions 
sterling — say  twenty  five  millions  of  dollars — all 
paid  by  tlie  sweat  n'f  the  people  of  England:  who, 
however  have  this  consolation  that  she  had  to  leave 
it  all  behind.  With  this  mighty  property,  the  queen 
recentlv  sufp.red  the  nation  to  pay  the  palti-y  sum 
of  500/  for  her,  which  she  spent  in  a  little  e.'ccur. 
sion  for  her  own  health!  The  mourning  ordered 
for  h?'-  is  purple,  to  the  great  disappointment  of 
dealers  in  black. 

Sir  Samuel  Ro'iily,  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed statesmen  in  BrIiaMi,  ended  his  life  by  cutting 
his  t^.^oat  with  a  razor  on  the  2d  November,  in  a 
par 'xism  of  insanity  caused  by  the  recent  decease 
of  his  wife,  whom  he  very  tenderly  loved.  He  has 
left  six  sans  and  one  daughter  to  lament  his  loss: 
and  was  about  60  vears  of  age. 

Th'^re  were  1500  persons  present  at  the  late 
lord  mayvor's  feast.  Among  tlie  guests,  was  our  mi- 
nis'er  Mr.  Rush,  between  whom  and  the  mayor 
some  very  civil  ceremonies  took  prace. 

McGregor's  expeditioR  which,  lately  sailed  from 
England,  is  supposed  to  be  destined  for  New  Gre 
nad^  The  men  appear  to  have  been  as  openly  en 
listed  as  if  England  had  been  at  wiirwith  Spain — 
and  several  dislinguis!ied  persons  were  engaged  in 
the  business.  It  appears  as  if  Mr.  Mendex  had 
hecn  acknowledged  in  England  as  an  agent  froiTi 
Venezuela 

Spices  are  said  to  be  so  low  a  price  in  England, 
that  the  merchants  liave  resolved  to  re-export 
them  to  India;  22000  lbs.  of  nulmegs  and  cloves, 
have  been  cleared  at  the  custom  house,  for  Bom 
bay. 

Honors  are  showered  upon  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington— he  is  a  field  marshal  of  England,  Russia, 
Prussia  and  Austria.  The  king  of  France  has  pre- 
sented to  him  a  diamond  cross  valued  at  20,8301. 
sterling;  and  he  has  received  great  presents  from 
other  powers. 

Several  vessels  full  of  troops,  have  sailed  from 
Englaiul  for  South  America.  Slocks — 3  per  cents 
78  3  8. 

On  account  of  the  number  of  forgcri-s,  a  new 
issue  of  bank  of  England  notes  is  contemplated. 

Three  houses  of  great  respectability  in  the 
Manchester  Tnie,  have  stopped  payment. 

Several  very  valuable  jewels  that  belonged  to 
the  king,  and  were  kept  by  the  q^een,  are  missing. 

Sir  Francis  Bunlelthas  sent  100(*L  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  friendly  to  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hobhouse,  as  a  member  of  parliament  fi'om 
Westminster,  to  aid  in  iccnring  the  seat  of  JMr.  H. 

FRANCE. 

Marshal  Clarke,  didce  of  Fellre,  lately  died  in 
Alsace.  Talleyrand  is  at  I'aris,  as  grand  cham- 
bt;rlain  to  the  king. 


Money  is  getting  exceedingly  scarce — probahly 
on  account  of  tlie  heavy  payments  to  the  allied  sn. 
vereigns— IS  said  to  be  worth  3  per  cent,  a  month. 
The  stocks  have  fallen  very  much,  and  ruined  ma- 
ny speculator?.  One  account  says  however,  that 
they  were  reviving. 

Political  memory. — The  count  de  Scze,  president 
of  the  Cfiurt  of  cassation  in  Paris,  in  a  speech  on 
the  admission  of  M.  Freteau  (who  probably  was  a 
Bonapirlist,)  says,  "no  one  has  aright  to  remem- 
ber what  the  Moxabch  wishes  us  to  forget."  This 
doctrine  is  as  convenient  for  kings  as  for  Lawyers. 

In  P nis  an  Almanack  has  been  announced  for 
1819,  called  the  French  tvarrior'^s  almanack;  or  glory 
ewry  day.  Another  entitled  A  victory  a  day;  a  mi- 
litary calender.  The  authors  have  discovered  that 
there  is  not  a  day  in  the  year  on  which  some  bat. 
tie  had  not  been  fought  since  the  revolution,  in 
which  they  claim  success  for  their  countrymen. 
They  are,  of  course,  catching  titles  with  the  French 
soldiery. 

The  number  of  births  in  Paris  in  1817,  was 
23,768,  of  which  there  were  12,119  males  and 
11,649  females;  in  this  number  there  were  9  047 
.natural  children.  The  deaths  amount  to  22,124, 
of  which  740  died  of  the  small  pox,  and  27?  belies 
deposited  at  la  Morgue;  therefore  the  number  of 
births  surpasses  that  of  deaths  by  1634.  In  the 
same  year  there  were  6382  marriages,  of  whicli 
5171  between  yoiing  men  and  spinsters,  355 
between  young  men  and  widows,  605  between  vi. 
dowers  and  spinsters,  and  251  between  widowers 
and  widows. 

SFAIS". 

A  formidable  expedition  is  said  to  be /^tn^  ottt 
.at  Cadiz  for  South  America.  When  will  it  bt Jit- 
ted?  It  is  to  consist  of  18,000  men  !  ! ! 

But  it  seems  probable,  and  we  hope  it  is  the 
case,  that  Ferdinand  may  want  all  his  forces  at 
home  Great  numbers  of  soldiers,  not  having  been 
paid  for  several  years,  have  deserted  and  gathered 
in  the  mountainous  districts^  where  they  have  been 
joine.d  by  many  of  the  country-people,  formerly 
Guerillis — and  a  revolution  is  talked  of. 

A  decree  has  issued  requiring  all  foreigners  to 
swear  allegiance  to  the  king,  or  leave  his  dominions 
in  eight  days.     .<2  vrry  merciful  decree/ 

ronTDGAL. 

The  Rhenish  Mercury  contains  an  extremely  se- 
vere decree,  issued  by  the  king  of  Port<igal,  ajjainst 
the  freemasons,  dated  from  Santa  Cruz.  It  de- 
clares, that  every  freemason  who  shall  be  arresitd 
shall  suffer  death,  and  all  his  property  be  conhs- 
cated  to  the  state.  This  law  extends  to  foreipfri- 
ers  within  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  as  well  as  to 
native  subjects.  Not  a  word  is  said  of  trial  or 
conviction,  or  how  the  "oftence"  may  be  defined; 
but,  if  arrested,  the  unfortunate  individual  m»t 
"suffer  a  cruel  death!" 

POHTUOCESE  ROTALOBnEB. 

Lisbon,  Oct.  22,  1818.— The  royal  chamber  of 
commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures  and  naviga- 
tion, has  received  the  following  notification  from 
the  secretary  of  state: 

Government  Palace,  Oct.  21, 1B18. 

His  majesty  having  learned  that  there  huve  ar- 
rived at  the  port  of  Baltimore  a  great  part  of  the 
cargoes  of  many  Portuguese  vessels,  which,  h»ving 
been  captured  by  the  privateers  of  the  people  cal- 
led Independent  Spanish  Americans,  were  carried 
into  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
thence  shipped  on  board  of  other  vessels,  under  a 
different  flag,  and  taken  into  the  said  port  of  Balti- 
more, where  more  goods  and  merchandize  belong- 
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ing  to  the  same  prizes  were  expected,  and  also  the 
vessels  iliemselves  disguised  and  covered  by  other 
Hags;  and  it  being  proper  that  the  said  merchandize 
and  articles,  and  the  vessels,  captured  by  said  pi- 
rates, contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  carried 
into  the  ports  of  a  friendly  power,  should  be  there 
claiirs'-.d  by  their  legitimate  owners,  according  to 
the  established  forms  of  die  laws  of  the  country — 
His  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order,  that  the 
royal  chamber  of  commerce,  because  all  persons 
interested  in  the  captured  vessels  and  their  cargo, 
to  be  iiiformed  that  Don  Joaquim  Joze  Vasquez, 
the  consul  general  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  New 
York,  is  at  present  engaged  in  prosecuting  those 
important  claims,  and  that  it  is  essential  that  the 
authentic  documents  and  vouchers,  which  may 
prove  the  vessels  and  cargoes  to  be  Portuguea*r 
property  be  forwarded  without  delay,  and  that  the 
same  persons  furnish  the  consul  the  funds  whicii 
are  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  re 
spective  claims.  The  following  vessels  or  cargoes 
bave  already  arrived  at  BnUiiuore;  IJaynha  dos 
Anjos;  San  Joas  Baptistu;  Uon  Joas  Sexto;  Monie 
alegre;  Lord  Weihngton;  Vasco  Uon  G:u  a;  Montt 
Felix;  besides  many  others,  all  which  I  i  om.iiiini- 
cate  to  your  excellency,  that  you  may  ao  ify  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  and  cause  it  to  be  csfcuted. 
God  preserve  vour  txoellencv 

'MIGUEL  PEREYRAFORJAZ. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Dip/i/io  Rioeiro  Freire, 

List  of  vessels  taken  and  robbed  by  pirates  imder  dif- 
ferent flags 


taken 

do 
robbed 
taken 

do 

do 
robbed  of  ^82,000 
taken 

do 

do 

do 

do 
robbed  of  §30,000 

do 

do 

do 


Ship  Marquer  de  Pombajl 

Monte  Allegre 

Ventura  Felis 

San  Joas  Baptista 

Lord  Wellington 

Sail  Miguel 

Raynha  dos  Anj,o,s 
Brig  Globo 

Vasco  da  Gama 

Don  Joas  Sexto 

Roaalia 

Paquete  do  Portf) 

Tarao 
Ship  Ceres  do  Douro 
Brig  Hum  Paqueio  do  Bey 
Ship  Santa  Anna 

And  many  others,  the  names  and  particulars  of 
whicii  are  not  kno'vn. 

Since  the  above  v.as  written,  the  following  ves- 
sels are  known  to  have  been  taken;  sch.  Flora,  brig 
Auror  ,  s^iip  Rayn!  a,  do  Mares,  biig  Restaurador, 
•hip  Don  Pedro  and  sch.  G-ildofin. 

Several  American  ships,  brigs  and  schooners,  have 
pointed,  out  a  rendezvous,  and  taken  the  cargoes 
from  00  board  of  s.id  prizes  into  different  ports  of 
the  United  States,  where  they  enter  them,  having 
altered  their  packages  or  balings,  and  defaced  their 
marks,  which  renders  it  ditficult  to  recognize 
them.  Several  passengers  on  board  of  rhese  pri- 
zes, who  i  \  there  country  were  men  of  riches  and 
distinction,  have  been  thrown  destitute  in  strange 
and  foreign  countries.  Some  time  ago,  in  Balti- 
more, were  offered  for  sale  the  habiliments  of  some 
female  passengers,  which  were  plundered  onboard 
said  prizes.  T!ie  crews  of  these  prizes  are  dis- 
persed in  the  ports  of  foreign  nations,  where  these 
unfortunate  men,  who  are  not  able  to  make  them- 
selves understood,  are  in  the  greatest  misery. 
Among  these  prizes  were  several  vessels  bound 
from  Europe  to  the  East  Indies,  on  board  of  which 
were  a  number  of  criminals,  whose  sentence   of 


death  had  been  changed  to  banisiment,  either  to 
China  or  Africa.  These  men  have  been  hro'ight 
here,  and  are  now  free  and  at  liberty;  which  is  no 
benefit  to  the  morals  <=)f  this  country. 

Someofihe  American  v.ssels  employed  in  the 
discharging  of  t!ie  cargops  ar."  a  cer'Vm  );i-ig  Gen. 
Jackson;  a  shi;-.  heionging,  it  is  said,  to  Mr.  Kar- 
rick,  called  the  Good  Return;  sch.  Hebe.  sch. 
Good  Intent,  sch.  Mary,  sch.  Jane,  sch.  Coa^et.  sch. 
Betsy,  sch.  Nepiune,  sch.  Cuba,  and  many  others, 
not  convenient  to  name  at  present. 

NF.TaEIILAMlS. 

A  girl,  20  yetivs  of  age,  is  now  exMbitivg  at 
Brussels,  wh:  se  >v»;g|t  is  450  pcunr^s;  she  is  six 
feet  in  heigh*,  -^nl  the  san-e  in  circumference. 

It  is  officially  notified  'hat  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therJanli'  h^s,  by  his  d-^cree  of '.I-e  19th  Jun^  last, 
annulled  his  ffinner  decree,  bparing'  d;.te  of  th  ■  24t]» 
Novembt-r,  1817.  f^st.ihliship.^- discriminating  du- 
ties  to  be  ptitl  by  American  vessel^;  in  the  ports  of 
the  kingdoir;,  and  lias  been  pl-ased  to  orJfrr,  not 
only  thill  the  American  fl-sg  sbdiild  he  equalized 
with  the  national  or.e,  but  also,  th;it  all  suil.s  over, 
paid  to  the  cvistomi.  by  virtiie  of  sfod  decree  of  the 
24ls  November,  1817,  should  he  refunded. 

Tlie  mir.jster  of  finance  for  the  Netherlands,  Nov. 
20,  repor'ed  'o  ti  e  second  chamber  of  the  states 
general,  the  budget  for  that  kingdom,-  in  wliich 
to 5  expenditure  for  the  ensuing  vear  is  efit>n^jited 
at  72,703,144  florii  s,  i^nd  the  revenue  at  72,786, 691^ 
equal  to  g29.U81,2.57  and  g>D9,114,G76 

Their  highr,ef!?es,  the  margraves,  Leopold,  Wil- 
liam, and  M?.xi'i.iilia"i  of  Baden,  liave  abolished 
(as  soon  as  the  '.ourgfcsl  ;if  them  become  of  :'ge) 
in  their  lordship  of  S"Mi\eenhe-g,  or  the  Neekar, 
all  '.axes  and  charges  derived  from  the  vas.salwge 
of  the  peasants  forever,  and  without  any  indemnity 
because,  hs  it  is  stated  in  the  deed  of  abolition, 
these  charges  .-ire  not  adapted  to  the  present  state 
of  civd  society,  and  because  they  are  degrading 
and  detrirne  ital  to  agriculture. 

Certain  rersons  who  had  enrolled  themselves, at 
Hamburg,  in  the  service  of  South  America,  have 
bee;^  arrested  on  the  formal  request  of  the  Spanish 
minister. 

pnussiA. 

Berlin,  Oct.  30.  The  King,  our  august  sovereign, 
has  ordered  the  yearly  sum  of  12,000  dollar^  in 
geld,  for  fi\e  years,  to  be  paid  to  bsron  Humliohlt 
to  enable  him  to  travel  to  the  Indian  reninsuia, 
and  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Archipelngo,  to  cot;- 
tinue  his  researches  in  that  quarlprofthe  world. 
There  is  nothing  political  in  the  transciction,  any 
more  than  when  he  wis  descending  the  Spanish 
mines,  or  climbing  the  sides  of  the  Andes. 

RUSSIA. 

According  to  lists  drav.'n  up  by  order  of  t'te  em- 
peror Alesr.nder,  it  appears,  that  since  the  year 
1814,  414,000  men  have  been  discharged  from  the 
Russian  armies. 

The  works  undertaken  for  the  embellishment  of 
the  city  of  St.  Petersburg  are  rapidly  i)rogressirig; 
the  grand  iron  bridge  across  the  Moika  is  nearly 
finished;  it  contains  2,000  000  pounds  of  iron,  and 
is  estimated  to  cost  400,000  rubles. 

BALTIC  TIlAnE. 

A  gentleman  has  favored  the  editor  of  the  Kf.- 
GisTEJi  with  a  list  of  the  .Vmerican  vessels  uhicii 
passed  the  sound  in  1S18— (i.  e.  liom  April  1  to 
Sept.  8)  belonging  as  follow^:  Boston  24;  New  Y'>rk 
13;  Salem,  7;  Portland,  New  Bedford,  Newbury- 
port  and  Providence,  3  each;  Marblehead,  New- 
port, Portsmouth,  Bristol,  Baltimore,  2  each;  Salib- 
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bur..-,  Dax'.-uru,  P'i  .■?p!r>'Pb.  .V- -  O-.'-ns,  1  .cM 
— totil  sfvaitij  one  vessels  inward,  which  all  retiim- 
ed  in  the  same  year,  except  three  ordered  back  for 
quarHntine. 

lOSIAKf  ISLANDS. 

M:r  !a  Chapellc,  J\''ov.  5.— There  is  a  report  here, 
that  Russia  had  offered  to  treat  with  Great  Britain 
for  the  cession  of  tl>e  Ionian  Isles,  and  met  with  a 
direct  Refusal  to  enler  into  any  negociation  on  the 
subject.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  ou  what  au- 
thority this  report  is  founded. 

PHILLIPINE  ISLANDS. 

Spanish  valor.'  The  following  is  an  extract  of*  a 
letter,  dated  Manilla,  May  13,  1818,  received  at 
Providence — 

"I '  ave  been  embargoed  here  26  days,  on  account 
of  i-his  government  iiitiag  out  ar.  expedition  con- 
sisting of  two  sliips,  mounting  C6  guns,  one  large 
schooner,  currying  four  small  guns  and  a  long  24 
pounder,  six  gin-boats,  with  a  long  brass  24  each, 
and  upwards  of  700  men,  to  capture  one  cruiiier 
from  Bue  'OS  Ayres,  mounting  26  guns,  and  with 
certai'dy  not  more  than  120  men,  fo>-  she  has  lost 
66  o<  her  ere  v  by  sickness,  Sec.  This  expedition 
lias  bee  ;  pif-p <ring  ;ibout  50  days;  ihe  commander 
Laving  done  every  thmg  he  could  to  delay  the  time 
of  saiiiiig,  that  he  cruistU"  mighi  go  ofi'  unmolest- 
ed.— The  governor  has  at  lengdi  compelled  him  to 
pui  <o  s(?:.;  lie;  is  now  ouderway,  and  as  soon  as  be 
is  out  of  sitjht,  I  shall  iiave  liberty  to  sail." 

Prow  Paiviot. 

THE  PLAOUE 

Has  rapidly  extei^de^.  itsejf  along  the  coasts  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic  sea — It  was  brought 
to  Veiiici-  from  .llbnuia. 

A  pnysician  at  Cons<-antinople,  and  one  at  Salo- 
nichi,  have  ascerxained,  that  vaccination  is  a  pro- 
tection against  the  plague.  Of  6000  persons  vacci- 
nated <tt  tlie  former  place,  not  one  has  caught  the 
infection.  ' 

AFUICA. 

An  inhabitant  of  Sie^-u  Leone  writes,  that  the 
Engli.sii  colony  with  diilii;uhy  prosper,  because  the 
clirnale  is  so  fatal  to  Europeans;  out  of  twenty  who 
airive,  eigliteen  die. 

BHAZII.. 

A  number  of  Portuguese  slave  ships  have  recent- 
ly been  captaredofTAIarai.ham,  by  a  privateer  com- 
missioned by  Artigiis. 

CANADA. 

Montreal,  Dec.   12.— We  iind  an  act  has  passed 
settling  the  rales  andduUes  on  article,   i  npjrteil 
from  ti.e   United  States  into  Upper  Canada.     The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  articles  enumerated  as 
subject  to  d'l'y: 

Beer,  Ale,  or  Porter  in  casks,  6.1  per  gallon 

Beer,  Ale,  or  Porter  in  bottles,  'Jd  per  gallo:i 

Cable  and  tarred  rope,  2d  per  pound 

Cordage  untarred,  2d  per  pound 

Playing  cards,  Is  per  pack 

Tallow  candles,  5d  per  pound 

Cider,  5s  per  bbl.  of  36  gallons 

Sole  leather,  3d  per  pound 

Calfskins,  and  olher  skins  dressed  as  upper 
leather,  1-;.  5d  per  pound 

IIai-ne>s  leather,  4 1  per  pound 

>;:'.ils,  Id  per  pound 

Salt,  6;!  per  bushel  of  G7  pounds 

Snulf,  2'1  per  pound 
And   on    all  other  goods,  wares  or  merchandize 
not  herein  before   enumerated,    the  grawih,  pro- 
duce, and  manufiicture  ot  the  U.  Slates  of  Amen 
ca,  a  dir.y  often  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
u(l'JCilore):i,Qn  the  said  goodS;  wares  and  in;rchun- 


dize,  being  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of" 
!'(e  said  United  States  of  America. 

The  famous  Canadian  political  character,  Robert 
Gourlay,  has  been  arrested  in  Upper  Canada,  exa- 
mined and  ordered  tn  (/iiit  the  province,  on  pain  of 
being  imprisoned  if  he  does  not  obey.  He  has  re- 
fu?pd  to  conform  to  this  sentence  of  banishment, 
and  remains  in  confinement;  and  says  he  will  rot  in 
/V/?7  before  he  wdl  conform  to  such  an  order,  which 
is  given  under  a  law,  no  part  of  the  provisions  of 
which,  he  says,  applies  to  him. —  Boston  Pal. 


CONGMIESS. 

SEWATE, 

The  reader  will  recollect  (says  the  National  In- 
telligencer) that  the  Vice  President  gave  the 
casting  vote,  a  few  days  ago,  against  the  jnotion  to 
strike  out  of  t]je  military  pppropriation  bill,  the  spe- 
cific appropriation  of  10,000  dollars,  for  extra 
work  of  soldiers  on  public  roads.  The  following 
is  a  sketch  of  the  remarks  with  which  he  prefaced 
his  vote  on  that  occasion: 

"If  the  clause  proposed  to  be  expunged,  em- 
braced the  constitutional  question,  which  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee, I  should  deem  this  decision  of  great  re- 
sponsibility and  importance.  But  I  do  not  perceive 
tl\at  this,  or  any  other  constitutional  principle,  is 
iiivolved  in  the  clau.se  under  considera*i;)n.  It 
imparts  no  new  powers,  nor  gives  any  d-'finite  di- 
rections, to  the  executive  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, with  regard  to  fatigue  duty  of  the  ar- 
my or  military  roads;  but  merely  aporopviates  ten 
tliousand  dollars  to  pay  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  army  for  that  portion  of 
their  labor  which  may  be  performed  on  military 
roads,  in  1819.  The  proper  department  will,  of 
course,  be  governed  in  the  expenditure  of  that  sum 
by  a  just  construction  ofthe  clause,  with  reference 
to  the  objects  of  the  bill,  to  the  constitution  of  the 
U,  States,  and  to  the  provisions  of  previously  ex- 
isting laws. 

"Even,  if  the  opinion  were  tenable,  that  no  an- 
tecedent laws  have  vested  the  president  of  the 
United  States  with  a  discretion  of  devoting  a  part 
of  the  fatigue  duty  of  the  army,  or  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  quartermnster's  department,  to  the 
formation  or  repair  of  military  roads,  this  clause 
would  be  unobjectiona'de  and  harmless;  because 
no  lawful  application  of  the  money,  granted  by  it, 
could  take  place,  tintil  further  legijlaave  provi- 
si  n  shoul  1  be  vnade  on  the  subject. 

"Without  insisting  oi\  tiie  constitutional  prero- 
gatives of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as 
commander  in  chief  of  t!»earmy  and  navv,  or  upon 
the  express  powers  to  make  public  roads  through 
Indian  territory  and  elsewhere,  frequently  granted 
by  congress;  the  legi.sl.iture  of  the  nation  has  re- 
peatedly conferred  the  authority  of  applying  the 
labor  of  the  armv  and  general  appropriations  to  the 
objects  contemplated  in  this  section;  for,  when 
they  give  to  the  executive  plenary  powers  to  ef- 
fect any  certain  and  legal  public  object,  tiie  riglit 
to  employ  all  lav/ful  means  to  accomplish  tliat  ob- 
ject is  necessarily  implied  and  conferred.  Thus, 
the  law  which  enjoins  on  the  president  the  erection 
of  fortificalions,  implies  and  co.tipi-ehends  tiie  right 
;o  prociu'e  the  title  and  jurisdiction  of  eligible 
sites;  to  build  wliarves,  bridges,  and  edifices:  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  waters,  and  to  open  or 
rcp:ur  tlie  roads,  indispensable  to  the  occupation  of 
those  sites,  for  tlie  accommodation  of  the  persons 
errployed  m  the  woilss^,  and  for  the  conveyance  and 
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Janding  of  materials  lo  construct,  rauiiitio.is  to 
equip,  of  troops  co  garrison,  and  of  pvovisions  to 
supply  those  fortifications.  Roads  of  this  descrip- 
tion, Sii-e  mUitarij  roads,  yniihin  the  purview  of  the 
bill  before  the  committee.  In  like  manner,  under 
the  laws  which  impose  on  the  executive  the  duty 
of  guarding  and  securing  our  remote  frontier, 
when  it  becomes  indispensable  to  that  end  to  occu- 
py posts  on  Indian  tract?,  or  beyond  inhabited  ter- 
ritory, therighttoopen  and  make  roadj  of  access 
to  such  posts  is  clearly  implied  and  granted.  These, 
also,  may  be  denominated  iniUtary  roads,  on  which 
this  appropriation  may,  with  propriety,  be  expend- 
ed. In  various  other  instances,  similar  powers  are 
incidental  to,  and  comprehended  in,  general  provi- 
sions.  In  this  communily  none  other  can  be  to- 
lerated, at  the  present  time,  as  miliianj  roads,  than 
such  as  may  be  made  by  the  army,  and  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  accomplishment  of  some  present 
military  object,  sanctioned  by  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  already  enacted.  In  pursuance  of  this  ex- 
po.sition,  without  any  e^.press  provision  for  the  pur- 
pose, a  part  of  tlie  labor  of  the  army,  and  of  the 
general  appropriation  for  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, h^iv'e  beenjudiciously,  and,  in  my  opi- 
rion,  legally,  devoted,  for  a  nuinber  of  years  pas^, 
to  tlie  construction  and  repair  of  roads  of  this 
description.  To  such  roud-,  and  to  sucli  only,  the 
executive^  on  a  sound  and  legal  construction  of 
the  section,  notwithstanding  its  departure  in 
phraseology,  from  the  grants  of  money  heretofore 
made  for,  and  applied  to  the  same  purposes,  will 
be  restricted  in  the  application  of  this  appropria- 
tion. If  that  be  conceded  to  be  the  extent  of  the 
import  of  the  clause  before  us,  there  can  be  no 
solid  objection  to  its  retention  in  the  bill;  and  I, 
therefore,  request  the  secretary  to  take  my  deci- 
sion, of  the  motion  to  strike  out,  in  the  negative," 


sion, 

.hinuavy  22-     Among  the  business  transacted  thic  > 
day  was  the  folloswng: 

The  senate  took  up,  for  consideration,  the  report 
of  the  commiitee  of  claims  unfavorable  to  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Edwards,  who  prays  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  a  negro  slave,  who  was  pressed  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  at  Mew  Orleans, 
in  1814,  and  kept  on  fatigue  duty,  in  mud  and  wa- 
ter, clearing  the  Bayou  St.  John,  for  27  days,  from 
which  service  he  contracted  a  disease  which  Ciused 
his  death. 

Tho  report  on  this  case  Mr.  CritteJiden  moved 
to  reverse,  with  instructions  to  the  committee  of 
claims  to  report  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  the  petition- 
er. , 

This  motion  Mr.  Macon  moved  to  amend  so  as 
to  give  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  a 
general  bill  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  slaves  lost 
by  behig  impressed  mio  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Stales. 

On  this  proposition  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
took  place;  and  it  was  finally  negatived,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vute. 

YE  \S.— Messrs.  Eppes,  Forsyth,  Fromentin,  Johnson,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Robeiis,  Rug^lts,  SmiiU,  biukes,Tait,  Waliauis,ot  Miss. 

—  12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Dickeison,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  GoldsUorougli,  Hunter,  Leake,  Melleu,  Morril,  Otis, 
Palmer,  Sanlord,  Stokes,  Storer^  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas, Ticlie- 
nor.  Van  Dyke,  Willranis  of  ten.  Wilsou— 22. 

Mr  Cniitiideii's  motion  was,  alter  much  debate, 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  24,  nays  11. 

Mr.  Macon  then  1  dd  on  the  table  a  resolution  di- 
recting '.he  committee  of  claims  to  enquire  into 
tUe  expediency  of  repotting  a  bill  with  the  provi- 
sions embraced  hi  his  motion  above  stated. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  subject,  reported  the  resolution  proposing  an 


amendment  to  the  consritutiori  as  respects  the 
mode  of  electing  electors  and  representatives  to 
congress,  with  amendments, 

January  25.  The  senate  was  occupied  a  part  of  to- 
day on  executive  business.  Much  legislative  busi- 
ness was,  however,  acted  on  partially  and  fornard- 
ed  in  its  progress;  but  no  measure  of  a  prominent 
character  was  discussed  or  decided  on. 

[It  is  understood  that  the  senate  this  day  sanc- 
tioned the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  Great  Bri- 
tain.] 

Jajiuary  26.  The  several  bills  yesterday  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  were  now  read  a  third  time  and 
passed;  and  those  with  amendments  returned  to 
the  other  house  for  concurrence  therein. 

This  day's  session  was  occupied  with  matters 
tha*^,  so  fitr  as  they  are  generally  important  or  in- 
teresting, will  be  noticed  in  their  progress.  Exe- 
cutive business  took  tip  some  part  of  it. 

January  2^,  Sir.  Macon,  from  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  communicated  to  the  senate 
three  acts  of  tlie  British  parliament,  respecting  the 
West  India  trade,  which  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

The  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
requesting  the  senate  to  permit  two  of  its  mem- 
bers, Messrs.  Daggett  and  Hunter,  to  attend,  as 
witnesses,  tiie  select  committee  of  the  liouse  of 
representatives  appointed  to  investigate  the  ofiiciai 
conduct  of  jtidges  Van  Ness  and  Tallmadge,  of 
New  York,  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr- 
Hurrill,  it  was  resolved  that  the  leave  requested 
be  granted.  , 

Executive  business  occupied  a  part  of  this  day's 
sitting. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  22.  Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  commit- 
tee upon  the  improvement  in  the  organization  and 
ttiscipline  of  tlif  militia,  made  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

After  some  othc-.-  business — 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  acom- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pleasants  in  the  chair, 
on  the  report  of  the  military  committee  in  regard 
to  the  condt'.ct  of  t!ie  Scninole  war;  and 

Mr.  Smyt/i,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  speecli 
wiiich  he  commenced  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  followed  on  the  same 
side,  in  a  speech  of  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  had 
spoken  about  half  an  hour,  when,  giving  way  for  a 
motion  for  that  purpose, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again;  and  the  house  ;;djourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  23.  The  speaker  presented  to  the 
iiouse  a  letter  addressed  to  him  signed  by  Eh;iSB. 
Caldwell,  Walter  Jones  and  Francis  S.  Key,  a  com- 
mittee of  the  American  colonization  society,  ac- 
companied  with  an  account  of  the  measures  pursu- 
ed by  tiie  society,  for  accomplishing  the  great  obr. 
ject  of  its  institution,  and  of  the  result  of  their  en- 
quiries and  re-ieai'ches,  as  also  of  documents  shew- 
ing the  unlawful  p;^rticipation  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  African  slave  trade;  which 
letter  and  documents  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  motion  which  had  for 
its  purpose  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  tlie  me- 
mory of  Baron  de  Kalb,  at  Annapolis — agreeably  lo 
a  resolution  of  a  former  congress.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  report  a  bill. 

The  house  then  proceeded  again  to  the  conside- 
r{;tion,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Terry  in 
the  chair,  of  the  report  of  the  military  committee. 
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and  the  amendments  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Cobb. 
Mr.  Tttllmadge  resinned  tlie  floor,  and  occupied 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  concluding  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday,  against  the  report 
and  umeridmenls. 

Mr.  iVorrs  next  took  the  floor,  in  support  of  the 
report,  &.c.  and  had  spoken  some  time;  when,  hav- 
ing given  way  for  a  motion  to  that  effect — 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again;  and 
The  l)ouse  adjourned. 

jyi'jtukiy,  Jan.  25.  Mr.  Loiviuks,  from  the  select 
commiitee  appointed  on  the  '27'.h  of  Nov.  last,  to 
enquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  make  any 
amendment  in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  coins  of 
the  United  States  and  foreign  coins,  and  also  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  made  a  detailed  report 
upon  the  latter  subject;  which  was  read  and  order 
ed  10  lie  on  the  table. 

After  some  other  business — 
Tiie  house  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  again  took  up,  in  committee  of  tlie  whole,  Mr. 
Plensants  in  ihe  chair,  the  report  of  the  milit.ry 
comiTiiitep,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole 
war;  w  en 

Mr  Siorrs,  of  New  York,  conclwded  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  commenced,  in  support  of  the 
report  and  resolutions  of  censure, 

Mr.  P.  P.  Harbour,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the 
floor,  and  addn'ssed  the  committee  more  ihan  an 
hour,  against  the  adoption  of  tlie  resolutions. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  North  C;»roliiia,  followed,  at  some 
length,  on  the  same  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Mercer  {<i\er  an  unsuccessful  motion  for 
the  committee  to  rise)  proceeded  to  unfold  his 
views  in  support  of  the  res  luiions;  and  had  spoken 
»  shovt  time,  when,  a  moiion  for  the  committee  to 
rise  being  made, 

T'.io  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  f-gain. 

Mr.  Mercer  then,  agreeably  to  an  intimation 
which  he  had  given  in  committee  of  the  whole,  of- 
fered tlie  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  war  and  the 
navy  be  directed  to  lay  before  tltis  house  a  copy  of 
the  military  orders,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Negro 
Fori,  within  the  territory  of  East  Florida,  was  de- 
stroyed, in  the  month  of  July,  1816,  together  with 
the  correspondence  of  colonel  Clinch  and  com. 
Patterson,  in  relation  to  thai,  event. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  SCrolher,  the  following  was 
received  by  the  mover  as  a  part  of  the  resolution: 

And  any  tther  information,  which  may  be  in  their 
power,  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  the  Indians 
in  the  Seminole  country. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  resolution, 
in  which  Mr.  Mercer  stated  his  object  to  be  to 
shew,  by  the  papers  called  for,  &c.  that  ihe  United 
Slates  were  the  aggressors  io  the  war  which  ensu- 
ed with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

On  putting  tlie  question  on  Mr.  JJ/erc^r's  resolu- 
tion, u  was  discovered  that  there  was  not  a  quorum 
of  the  members  pre.«ent;  and 
The  'lousea  Ij  Hirned. 

Titesthiy,  .Inn.  26.  Mr.  Loivndcs,  from  tl\e  select 
conin.iitee  appointed  on  the  27ch  of  Nov.  last,  to 
enquire  wheiher  it  be  expedient  to  make  any 
amendment  •;»  tlie  laws  whicli  regulate  ilie  coins  of 
the  Uniied  Slates  and  foreign  coins,  made  a  detail- 
ed r'^porl  thereon,  accompanied  l)y  the  following 
bill  'suppiemen'.ary  to  the  act  eslablisliinga  mint.' 
Jie  it  enacted,  &c.  Tiiat  the  treasurer  of  liie  mint 
sliaU  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  retain  fouv- 


teen  grams  and  85  100th  of  a  grain  of  pure  silver 
from  every  auiount  of  371  grains  and  SS-l'OOth  of  a 
grain  of  such  silver  deposited  for  coin.ige  at  the 
mint,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  so  as  to  make 
the  dollar  of  the  United  States  contain  356  grains, 
40  lOOlh  of  a  grain  of  pure  silver,  and  399  grains, 
36-lOoUi  ofstsTdard  silver,  and  smaller  coins,  prov 
portional  f]uantitiesof  such  silver,  .•\nd  the  sum  so 
retained  shall  be  accounted  for  hy  the  said  treasu. 
rer  with  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  .Ind  be  it  furl  her  enacted.  That  the  gold 
bullion  deposited  for  coinage  at  the  mint  after  the 
p.4ssage  of  this  actslinll  be  coined  as  isnowprovi- 
ded  by  la'V  into  eagles,  half  eagles,  and  quarter 
eagles.  But  the  eagle  shall  contain  237  98-100- 
gr.dns  of  pure  gold,  s.-.id  259  61  100  grains  of  stand- 
ard g^ld,  and  the  smaller  coins  propor;ior;al  quan- 
tities ofsucli  gold  respectively.  And  the  person 
or  persons  by  w'.uim  the  said  gold  bullion  shall  have, 
been  deposited  shall  receive  in  lieu  thereof  gold 
coins  containing  an  equal  quantity  of  pure  gold 
with  that  contained  in  the  bullion.  Provided,  aU 
Ways,  that,  when  gold  or  silver  bullion  shall  be  de. 
posited  for  coinage  at  the  mint,  which  bullion  shall 
be  below  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  asum 
equivalent  to  the  expense  of  refining  the  same, 
shall  be  charged  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
act  respecting  the  mint,  passed  on  the  24tli  of 
April,  1800. 

Sec.  3  Jnd  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing- in  this  act 
s')al;  be  construed  to  affect  the  regulations  of  the 
mint  i:ow  provided  by  law,  in  respect  to  assays, 
allay,  remedy,  or  in  respect  to  the  duties  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  officers  of  the  mint  so  far  as  such  re- 
gulations are  compatible  with  the  provision*  of 
tae  precedingsection. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  parts  of  Spa- 
nish dollars,  and  coins  less  than  half  dollars,  issu- 
ed from  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  a  legal  tender  to  an  amount  e.\ceed- 
ing  five  dollars  on  any  one  debt. 

Mr.  Lo-iondes,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  continuing  the  currency.for  a  limited  time,  of 
the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France;  which 
bills  were  twice  read  and  copnroitted. 

Mr.  Basset  addressed  the  chair,  and  said,  that 
he  rose  to  perform  a  pleasing  task,  because  it  was 
connected  with  humanity.  It  was  to  give  praise 
and  honor  where  praise  and  honor  were  due.  It 
was  (continued  Mr.  15.)  said  last  night,  from  that 
chair,  thatjsensible  objects  most  forcibly  attracted 
us.  My  heart  responds  to  its  truth.  Most  sensi- 
bly did  I  feel,  on  beholding  in  that  chair  a  man 
whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  amelioration  of 
tiie  state  of  man;  one  who,  without  the  influence  of 
kindred  or  country,  and  without  any  aid  save  that 
of  a  common  tongue,  has  passed  the  vast  Atlantic, 
to  make  known  the  hidden  powers  and  blessings 
of  knowledge.  Thousands,  said  Mr.  B.  are  no*' 
enjoying  the  happy  iruits  of  his  exertions,  rnd  mil' 
Itons  to  come  will  reap  their  profits,  and  drink 
again  and  again  of  the  neverfaiiing  spring- 1  sliould 
do  injustice  to  the  feelings  of  the  house,  lo  dwell  on 
this  suhjeci.  .Mr.  li.  then  submitted  the  following 
resolu'.ion,  whicli  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Jieso'vi-il,  'I'hat  Joseph  Lancaster,  the  friend  of 
learning  and  of  m;in,  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within 
the  hall  of  iheliousf^  of  ropreseniatives. 
On  motion  of  Mi\  S/iencer,  it  was 
Jiesolvtd,  That  tlie  senate  of  the  United  St»fe$ 
be  requesied  to  permit  the  attendance  of  the  hon. 
Mr  DagJeii  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Hunter,  members  of 
their  body,  before  the  committee  of  die  house  of 
representatives,  appointed  to  enquire  into  theoiti-. 
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cial  conduct  of  Wm.  P.  Van  Ness  and  Matthias  B. 
Tallniadge,  to  be  examined  touching  the  subjeci  of 
said  enquiry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  house  took  up 
and  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  hjtn  yesterday,  near  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment, calling  for  copies  of  certain  documents  from 
the  war  and  navy  departments,  illustrative  of  the 
fenquiry  now  pending  before  the  house — and  agreed 
to  the  same. 

The  house  then  ajjain  proceeded,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chair,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  military  committee, 
and  the  amendments  moved  thereto  by  Mr.  Cobb, 
touching  ti«  transactions  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  fljor,  and 
concluded,  in  about  two  hours,  the  speech  which 
he  commenced  yesterday,  in  support  of  the  report 
and  resolutions. 

Mr.   CV^fon,  of  Virginia,  followed,  on  the  same 

side,  and  addressed  the  committee  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  S:rother,  of  Virginia,  rose  in    opposition  to 

the  resolutions,  and  had  proceeded  for  some  time 

in  his  argument;  when,  on  motion, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again;  and 
Thf  house  adjourned. 
JVedtiesday,  Jan.  -17 ■  The  amendments  of  the  se- 
nate, to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy  for  1819,  were  taken  up  and 
agreed  to 

The  house  then  took  up,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Campbell  in  the  chair,  the  amendments 
of  the  senate  to  the  mUitary  appropriation  bill, 
which,  being  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  were  reported  to  the  house,  and,  with  the 
bill,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
dfay,  and  resumed,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
H.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  ti>e  report  of  the  niililury 
fcommittee  on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  <SVro//ier,  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday commenced  in  opposition  to  the  report,  &c. 
in  v;hich  he  occupied  nearly  three  hours 

Mr.  Waiktr,  of  North  Carolina,  followed  on  the 
same  side,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  lilteay  of  Tennessee,  next  took  the  floor, 
also  against  the  resolutions  of  censure,  and  had 
proceeded  about  an  hour,  when  the  committee 
rose  (he  giving  way  for  a  motion  to  that  effect) 
obtaining  teave  to  sit  again;  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  Jan.  28. — Among  a  number  of  peti. 
tions  this  day  presented,  was 

A  petition  by  Mr.  Irvinq,  from  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  of  pensions  and 
military  claims,  on  the  memorial  of  Cornelius 
Roosa,  reported  a  resolution  "that  the  memorialist 
take  nothing  by  his  memorial;"  which  was  concur- 
red in  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  niiliiary 
appropriation  bill  (heretofore  stated  in  the  pru- 
ceedings  of  the  senate;)  when, 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  galle- 
ry was   cleared,    and  the  doors    closed;   and    the 
house  remained  in  private  session  aoo^it   wo  liours; 
when  the  doors  were  opened,    and  the  house  pro 
ceecled  to  t'le  orders  ottUe  day. 

Tiie  house  accordi'igiy  s;-.t^in  took  up,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whoicy  Mr,  Ilciberi  ia  the  chairi  the 


report  of  the  military  committee  on  the  Senunole 
war,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Mr.  Rhea,  concluded  the  remarks  which  he: 
commenced  yesterday  in  opposition  to  the  report, 
Sic. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ilopkimoni 
rose  and  reported  progress;  and  the  house  ad^ 
journed. 

[To  prevent  misapprehension  (says  '.he  National 
Intelligencer,)  from  the  house  of  representative* 
having  sat  with  closed  doors  a  short  time  yester- 
day, it  is  thought  proper  to  state  our  impression 
that  the  subject  under  consideration  was  not  of 
material  importance,  being  only  incidental  to  a 
small  item  in  the  military  appropriation  bill  of 
20,000  dollars  for  certain  expenses  attending  an 
Indian  treaty,  an  explanation  of  wldch  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  to  make  with  open  doors.  We 
thus  notice  this  circumstance,  only  because,  ever 
since  the  embargo  session,  the  closing  of  the  doors;, 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  (the  senate  doors 
being  frequently  closed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  on 
executive  business)  has  been  generally  regarded  as' 
prefatory  to  the  disclosure  of  some  important  apt 
of  lejjislation. 


CHRONICLE. 

General  Jackson,  the  mun  of  Orleans,  arrived  a*' 
Washington  city  on  Saturday  last,  in  good  health. 

Mr.  Forsyth  is  spoken  of  as  the  probable  succes- 
sor of  Mr.  Erving,  as  our  minister  at  Madrid. 

Col.  Trumbull's  celebrated  painting  of  the  de-r 
claration  of  independence,  is  exliibiring  for  a  few 
days,  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  very  room  where  more 
than  40  years  ago,  that  most  important  subject 
was  considfred  and  adopted. 

Ii  is  stated  that  a  frii  rtdly  and  animated  corres- 
pondence has  been  long  kept  up  between  presidents 
.\dams  and  jEFKKnsojf,  a  pirt  of  which  will  shortly 
be  ])ublished. — If  this  iiiformation  is  correct,  we 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  giving  this  correspon- 
dence in  our  volume  of  revolutionary  mattfrs. 

The  pirates  wiio  were  to  have  been  executed  at 
Boston  on  the  21si  inst.  have  received  a  reprieve 
until  the  18th  r-exi  month. 

The  Peacock  sloop  of  war  has  arrived  at  Norfolk 
from  the  Mediterri^nean — left  the  squadron  all 
well.  The  orly  item  of  news  is,  that  an  American 
officer  of  marines  had  embraced  Mahonietanism  at 
Cof  statitinople! 

The  corvette  John  Adams,  sailed  from  New  York 
on  the  23d  inst.  with  sealed  orders.  It  is  report- 
ed that  she  will  go  to  Cuba,  or  cruise  in  the  Gulph 
of  Mfxico. 

Thf  steam  boat  Walk-ii-the  Water,  is  advertis- 
ed to  tike  a  trip  from  Bufalo  to  Jlichilimackinac 
— to  perform  t!ie  "entire  trip  in  12  days!" 

The  steam  boatOrleitus,  on  her  voyage  to  Natchez, 
struck  upon  .»  "snag."  Sbe  was  immediately 
ran  ashore,  but  nearly  filled  before  she  reached  it» 
Though  no  lives  were  lost,  the  vessel  has  suft>,red 
gre.1t  damage.  There  appeai-s  to  be  no  possibility 
of  guarding  against  accidents  of  this  sort. 

\  Paris  paper  of  Sept.  30,  says — Mr.  Wagner, 
mechanician  and  clockmaker,  of  our  city,  has  just 
fir.islied  an  horizontal  cl(Ck  which  had  been  or- 
itered  by  an  inhabit:>nt  of  New  Orleans.  The  diul 
is  seven  feet  diameter— the  machinery  is  very  well 
executed  and  very  simple  in  its  effects.  Tii  e  bell, 
which  Wiighs  2,0ij0  pounds,  has  been  cast  at  Neuf- 
chitel,  near  Rjujii  It  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
lion  in  French  and  Eriglish-i-"B?ive  Lodislani  shs! 


432 


NILES'  REGISTER— JANUARY  SO,  1819-.-CHRONICLE. 


this  oell,  the  name  of  which  is  Victory,  has  been 
cast  in  commemoration  of  .he  glorious  day  of  the 
8th  of  .lani:ary,  1815."  The  clock  is  already  pack- 
ed  up,  and  the  whole  will  be  shortly  sent  to  Loui- 
siana. 

Seminole  wnr.  The  debate  upon  this  sHbject, 
whic!)  aas  been  a  very  able  one,  yet  continues. 
Sonie  of  the  speeches  have  been  puMished  in  the 
J^aiional  Intelligencer,  and  we  sh.ill  so  manage  it 
as  to  preserve  a  few  of  them;  prob.ibly  in  ilie  sup- 
plement for  the  present  volume.  Mr.  Clcy's 
speech,  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  unusually 
eloquent  and  impressive,  agai.ist  gen.  Jackson. 
He  was  f  iilowed  by  col.  li.  JVI.  JJvtson,  on  the  op- 
posite side,  who  is  said  to  have  delivered  tlie  besi 
speech  he  ever  made,  with  force  and  eloquence 
sufficient  to  "stagger"  the  opinions  most  strongly 
enforced  by  iiis  colleague.  Several  letters  from 
Washington  tell  us  that  the  whole  will  "end  in 
smoke"— or  m'.t  which  is  the  same  thing. 
\  S-weden.  A  letter  from  C.  Hughes,  jun.  esq.  our 
charge  de  affairs  atScockholm,  informs  us  that  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  with  Sweden  was  i.j. medi- 
ately to  go  into  rigorous  operation,  and  tiiat  cer- 
tain duUes  paid  by  American  vessels  would  be  re 
funded. 

Massachttsetts.-^lt  appears  by  the  reports  of  the 
adju  itrji  and  quarter  master  generals,  that  tlie  mi- 
lita  of  the  state  is  composed  of  66,249  Infantry, 
4123  artdlery,  2322  cav^ilry.  There  are  also  251 
pieces  ordnance,  and  162  pieces  of  iield  artillery: 
with  a  due  proportion  of  munitions  and  military 
stores. 

jVcw  York.  The  Tjegislature  convened  at  Albany, 
onthe5i;.  ii.st.  The  llotise  of  Assembly  had,  for 
the  office  of  Speaker,  four  ballotings,  as  follow: 

1st.  2d.  3d.  4th. 

Obadiuh  German,  43 

AViiliarn  Thompson,  45 

William  A.  Duer,  26 

J.  11  V;in  liensseiaer,  1 

.1.  V.  N.  Yates,  1 

Blank,  1 

Mr.  Thompson,  is  a  Republican;  Mr.  German  was 
voted  for  by  a  portioji  of  the  Jlepublicans,  and  Mr. 
Duer  by  the  Federalists.  Not.  being  able  to  make 
an  eiecHon,  tlie  House  adjourned  to  tlie  nexi  day; 
when  the  following  proceedhigs  look  place,  and 
we  copy  ihem  in  iletail,  because  they  are  novel  to 
us  : 

The  members  again  proceeded  to  ballet  for  a 
Speaker,  and  the  following  was  the  result:  (ierman, 
55;  Thompson,  36;  Duer,  2U;  and  three  scattering. 
No  choice. 

A  resolution  was  then  offered,  declaring  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Seneca,  Speaker  of  the  House.  Ne- 
gatived- 73  to  41. 

A  second  resolution,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Duer,  was 
also  negatived — 84  to  31. 

A  thud  resolution  was  then  offered,  that  Gen. 
German,  of  Chenai:^o,  he  Speaker,  which  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative — 67  to  4a. 

j\IariiUuuilej^i$luture.  The  bill  to  extend  the  same 
political  privileges   to  llie  Jews  as  are  enjoyed  by 
christians  has  been  rejected  in  ilie  iiouse  ot  dele- 
gates—24  for  50  against  it!   Keally,  we  did  not  e.\ 
pecv  this. 

T.ie  bill  to  change  such  parts  of  the  constitution 
of  Maiylar.d,  as  relate  to  the  election  ot  governot, 
has  passed  the  house  of  delegates— yej.s  4o,  nays  32. 

iicur^ia.     Toe  legislature  has  closed  i'  stnbion. 
Sevcr.il  lioeral  law.s  were  pasnjd   respecting  in.cr 
nui  improvements.      An    act    wa.*  also   p.iSoCd   to 
make  the  flouri.sliing  tov^n  or  Darieii  a  ciiv. 
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iLLrjfois, — The  emigrants  from  New  Eojrund,  at 
Cincinnati,  assembled  at  that  city  to  ceiebiite  the 
day  of  thanksgiving  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
Conner;ticur,at  which  the  following  toast  was  drank: 
"The  neiu  state  of  Illinois — Our  young  sister  is 
welcome  to  our  family.  Like  Minerva  from  the 
head  of  Jove,  she  has  sprung  into  life  in  full  matu- 
rity of  wisdom." 

Erie  and  the  Ohio.  The  legislature  of  Ohiolut 
a  bill  before  it  to  incoi-porate  a  company  to  cut  a 
cannl  and  unite  the  waters  of  Uke  Erie  to  thoseof 
the  Ohio  river. 

Georgia  rum.  We  are  infor:T.e<l  from  Darien, 
that  25  puncheons  of  rum,  shipped  to  Wilmingroii, 
N.  C.  was  there  su.'?pectc'd  to  be  sraug-gl^d,  and 
being  examined,  was  decided  to  be  the  product  of 
.Jamaica!  The  documents  necessary  to  procure  its 
release  were  forwarded,  and  it  was  admitted  as  a 

native   commodity it  sold  at  auction  for  137^ 

cents  per  gallon.     'I'he  cultivation  of  sugar  is  ra- 
pidly extending  in  Georgia. 

Very  good.'  A  certain  "taylor  from  London,"  for 
tb*^  be  lefi'.  of  the  people  of  Ballimore,  lias  located 
himself  in  this  city.and  advertises  tliat  he  .las  just  re. 
ceived  a  quantity  of  "rendu  mude  clo'hiiig"  "per  the 
brig  Ann" — because,  no  doubt,  he  thinks  thatF/ig. 
land  oug  .t  as  well  to  make  iifj  as  to  mnbe  the  goods 
whic'' she  is  Hri^/ enough  to  send  us.  How  veiy 
obliging  are  En;jlish  manufacturer.:;  and  tradesmen! 
Indian  Emissaries. — A  chief  of  the  Creek  Indians 
lately  arrived  at  Portsmouth  in  z  British  frigate, 
in  order  to  lay  before  the  Ui'itish  ministers  the  de- 
tails  of  the  sufferings  of  his  tribe,  caused  by  the 
iVmerican  army  under  general  Jackson,  'i'his 
cliief,  it  is  stated,  has  been  employed  in  the  late 
war  with  the  United  States  in  the  Indian  army  un- 
der Nicholls,  who  lately  made  so  conspicuous  a 
figure  in  the  Floridas. 

\/Iiigitsta,  Geo  Bee. 24:. — A  gentleman  of  this  city, 
who  left  Pensacola  the  6th  inst.  informs  us  that 
600  Spanish  troop-:,  destined  to  garrison  that  place, 
were  momently  expecteil  from  tlie  lljvana.  A  num- 
ber of  strange  sail  iiad  been  reported  off  the  B(\j', 
and  were  stipposetl  by  some  t<>  be  patriot  priva- 
teers, waiting  to  intercept  the  transports  in  wl(i(il 
the  above  force  had  embarked. 

Large  purchases  of  real  estate,  in  and  about  P^- 
sacola,  had  been  made  by  many  of  otir  citizens  un- 
der tiie  impression  that  the  Fioridas  were  ceded  to 
the  United  Slates.  As  none  but  subjects  can  legally 
hold  a  free  hold  under  the  Spanish  govemmeBl, 
great  losses  will  no  doubt  be  sustained  by  such 
persons  as  have  vealured  in  this  premature  specu- 
lation. 

From  the  Milledgeville  Geo.  .lonrnnl. 
Col.  AuaucKLF,,  comuiandaut  al  Fori  tudsdw, 
on  the  AppaUchicola,  observes  in  a  letter  to  thf 
Ivlitors,  of  ihe  1st  Dec.  thai  "but  few  of  the  ho|- 
tile  Indnms  have  surrendered  of  late,  owing  (I'SW 
believed)  in  a  great  measure  lo  thea*  iiaving  i-"'*" 
ed  information,  that  the  Spu/ush  governineiii  vitU- 
gain  ha~:)c  possession  of  the  Floridas. 

"Duncaii  M'liimmon  ishert— Milly,  the  I'roph^" 
Fraixi>>'s  daughter,  says  she  saved  hii  life,  or  used 
such  inHuence  as  she  possessed  to  tiiat  eff-'Ct,froin 
fceiiiif^i  of  hunianily  alone,  and  liiut  siie  wouhl 
have  rtiidered  ihesame  service  lo  any  otuer  white 
mm  siiniluriy  circumstanced — she  is  llirrclbre  iKt 
disposed  Xi  accopc  of  ids  offer  of  matrimony,  whico 
has  been  inude  a.s  an  ackiuwlcdginentofgrahh"'*" 
Tlie  d;.nution  presented  liuough  me  (by  iHs  citi- 
zens ufAliUtdgeviile)  to  Miily,  has  been  delivere'l. 
ana  she  manifestea  a  considerable  degree  of  thar.k- 
luiiiesa  for  their  kmdaess." 
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THS  FAST — THK  PEESEHT — TOR  THE  FDTtJHB. 


PKIKTEII    A>.n    PUKI.I'iHKD    BT   H.   Httlfi,   AT  $5  PER  Afl;-IM,    PAXiHIF  IM   ADTA»CE 


(Tj^Wehave  no  apolog-y  to  oiTer  for  the  want  0| 
v»rifty  ill  I'lis  sheet.  It  is  c  Mefly  nppr-priatrd  to 
the  s^i-eut  subject  which  now  agitates  the  public 
mind,  aiul  all  thinking  people  will  be  pleased  lo  set- 
the  iloriimetits  ^h-di  beloiijj  to  it — a  part  of  which 
was  kindly  furnished  to  us,  at  so  late  a  period 
in  the  week  however,  that  much  matter  designed 
for  the.  present  number  was  already  prep:ired,  and 
of  f.ecessity  laid  aside.  We  have  used  all  dili- 
gence to  hasten  the  publication  of  these  docu- 
ments by  postponir!^  almost  every  thing-  else,  and 
lio;ieiiext  week  tocomplet?  the  weiglity  series.  On 
account  of  the  tabular  statements,  the  woik  is 
very  tedious  and  requires  a  good  deal  of  manage- 
ment. 

IVeither  time  nor  roo.'a  is  allowed  to  us  this  week 
to  express  cur  views  of  the  course  that  is  wan-ant- 
ed, or  the  Slate  of  the  case  requires  us  to  pursue, 
in  respect  to  the  bank  of  the  Onited  States, — fur- 
ther than  to  say  that  we  are  for  tiie  middle  ground — 
to  restrain  the  power,  but  not  to  destroy,  the  insti- 
j.ilion.  To  secure  the  formerpurpo.se  without  ac- 
complishing the  latter,  demands  much  serious  con- 
sideration  We  certainly  wish,  that,  as  the  bank 

is  in  operatioii,  the  benefits  promised  by  its  institu 
lion  may  be  preserved  to  the  people,  provided  il^ 
mighty  force  to  do  no  harm  can  beriglitfuily  re- 
strained—  IT  IS    THE  LAST    OF     ITS  IIACE,  UJSLtSS    WE 

toSF,  OUR  ikpepe.hiijkncr;  and  we  do  not  believe, 
let  it  cease  to  do  business  wlien  it  may,  that  the 
heavenly  bodies,  the  more  distant  planets  at  le.tsl, 
wdl  f.iil  to  revolve  in  their  orbits  on  accoimt  of  i.! — 
Still,  in  the  present  state  of  liie  "paper  system,"  it 
is  apprehended  that  we  cannot  meet  its  annihila- 
tip.ii  without  an  inconvenience  and  loss,  greater 
perhaps  th.-tu  its  well  restricted  duration  may 
impose  upon  us.  In  our  next,  and  before  wl>ic') 
ills  not  probable  that  any  thing  definitive  will  be 
done,  we  propose,  with  great  respect  to  those  in 
wliose  able  liands  this  important  business  is, — to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 


*,*In  consequence  of  the  late  period  at  which  we 
nectived  the  documents,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
labor  required  to  publish  them,  some  of  our  sub 
scribers    will  receive  tliis  sheet  one  day  later  than 
usual. 
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Cj'The  congressional  journal  is  postponed,  intt 
sLall  be  preserved — the  .Seminole  war  is  yet  the 
subject  of  debate.  Nothing  important  has  been 
transacted  in  either  house  during  the  week,  except 
the  introduction  of  Mr.  .Spencer's  propositio  s 
about  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  Monday 
last,  which  are  inserted  below. 

♦"to/ roiier^, —On  the  1st  inst.  the  great  eastern 
niail,  between  Philadelphia  and  Nelv-Yrrk,  wss 
robbed  on  its  passage  to  the  latter,  between  Eliza- 
bethtown  and  Rahway,  N.  J.  by  three  armed  men, 
who  cut  openthe  portmanteau  and  carried  off  h  qnan- 
t'ty  of  packages  of  letters— tliey  also  robbed  the 
passen^^ersof  their  watches  and  money.  The  hue 
and  ciy  was  immediately  raised,  and  the  people  in 
llie  neighborhood  turned  out  en  masse  lo  catch  the 
vHlams,  but  without  success.  Two  of  them,  how- 
ever, were  caught  in  New  York  on  the  2d  inst.  and 
Vol.  XV.— —32. 


a  large  part  of  the  money  and  win,  ni, ny  .lers 
unopened,  were  recovered;  the  third  fellow  yet  re- 
mains at  large.  Two  of  them  were  Frenchme:!  and 
the  other  .an  Italian.  Further  particulars  and  re- 
marks hereafter. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Spencer  presented  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jiejrreseiitai^ 
tires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Cong-ress  as- 
sembled, That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shaii 
cause  all  the  public  deposits  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  several  offices  of  discount  and 
deposit,  to  be  withdrawn  on  the  first  day  of  July 
next;  that  after  the  said  day,  the  bills  or  notes  oi' 
the  said  corporation  shall  no  longer  be  receivable 
in  any  payments  to  the  I'nited  States;  and  the  At- 
torney-General of  the  United  States  sitall  on  that 
day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  cause  a  scire  fa-' 
cias  to  be  sued  out  in  conformity  to  the  pro^ii-ions 
of  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,"  calling- upon  the  so  id 
corporation  to  shew  cause  why  its  ch-artcr  should 
not  be  declared  forfeited;  unless  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall,  by  a  legal  act  to  be  delivered  to,  and  ap- 
proved by,  the  Attorney-General,  and  to  be  by  him 
transmitted  to  Congress  at  the  next  session  thei-e- 
of,  declare  its  assent  to  the  following  propositions, 
on  orbefoie  the  said  iirst  day  of  July  next,  viz. 

1.  ThatCongress  may  by  law  provide  snch  raeam 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  the  first  fundamen- 
tal article  of  the  said  charter  respecting  the  righi. 
of  voting  for  directors,  and  particularly  to  provide 
that  transfers  of  stock  shall  always  be  made  to  the; 
real  owners  thereof,  or  to  some  person  or  })ersons 
in  trust  for  the  ov.-ners,  who  shall  always  be  named 
in  such  transfer;  that  stock  shall  always  be  deemed 
to  belong  to  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  nann^ 
it  may  stand,  or  for  whose  use  it  may  be  declared 
in  the  certificate  to  be  held,  and  that  no  evidence 
whatever  shall  be  received  in  any  court  to  contra- 
dict or  explain  the  certificates  ot  ownership. 

2.  That  Congress  may  provide  for  tltc  redtictloit 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank.  In  a  just  and  equal 
proportion,  by  tlie  stockholders  thereof,  when  con- 
vened in  a  general  meeting. 

3.  That  tlie  power  of  removing  any  director  for 
misconduct,  may  be  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  That  the  bank  may  purchase  not  exceeding 
five  millions  of  dollars  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  and  may  hold  the  same  without  be- 
ing subject  to  redemption  unless  consented  to  by 
it,  until  the  time  or  times  specified  in  the  certifi- 
cates thereof. 

5.  That  no  by-law  of  the  corpor.ation  shall  exclude 
the  directors  appointed  by  the  government  from  a 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  and 
of  the  accounts  of  every  person  dealing  with  it;  and 
that  the  .assent  of  at  least  one  ptiblic  director  shall 
be  necessary  to  allow  any  discount,  and  to  render 
valid  every  act  of  the  board  of  directors. 

6.  That  the  provision  in  the  second  fnnolamental 
article,  prohibiting  any  director  from  holding  hi'i 
office  more  than  three  years  out  of  for:r  in  .sncoea- 
slon,  may  be  moijifi^d  or  repeals^  hy  Congress- 
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7.  No  discount  shall,  in  any  case,  be  made  by  the 
bank  at  Pniladelphia,  or  by  any  office,  without  the 
consent  of  at  least  touv  directors  of  the  Lank,  or  of 
the  olRce,  as  the  case  may  be. 

8.  Congress  may  authorize  the  bank  to  deal  and 
trad^'  in  other  thing's  than  those  eniunerated  in  tlie 
nintli  fiindamental  article,  so  as  to  receive  pledges 
of  its  owu  stock,  and  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  insecurity  for  loans,  and  to  sell  such 
pledges  on  u  foneiture  thereof.  _  ^ 

9.  That  persons  holding- stock,  upon  which  any  I  proposed  to  give  the  resolution,  was  the  best  wav  to 
instalment  shall  have  been  paid  by  the  proceeds  of  I  afford  it  a  full  consideration,  because  the  report 
notes  discounted,  sliall  be  compelled  gradually,  and  |  was  already  committed,  and,  by  referring  his  reso- 
les soon  as  circumstances  will  ailmit,  to  pay  the  full  luiion  to  the  same  committee,  the  whole  subject 
amount  of  such  instalment  in  coin,  or  in  coin  and  '  would  be  presented  for  discussion,  &c.  He  would, 
funded  debt,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  however,  give  way  to  the  course  moved  by  Mr. 
charter;  and  no  dividend  of  profits  shall  be  allowed  Joiinsoh,  and  consent  to  laying  the  resolution  for 
to  such  stock,  until  the  said  pa}  meat  is  completed,     tue  present  on  the   table.  '  Mr.  S.  then  withdrew 

10.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be   his  motion  to  commit  tlie  resolution,  and 


member  should  do  so,  to  move  to  instnict  ^he  com. 
mittee  op  the  judiciary  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
charterof  the  bank.  The  patient,  Mr.  J.  said,  wa* 
too  far  gone  to  be  recovered;  expedients  were  use- 
less, as  dissolution  was  inevitaole,  and  it  was  better 
to  meet  the  question  at  once.  He,  therefore,  mo- 
vcd  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  aswiiring  as  any  one  to  meet  the 

question  fully,  and  to  give  the   subject   a  fair  and 

I  ain])le   discussion;  and  he   tliought  the  coui-se  he 
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permitted  at  any  time,  either  in  person,  or 
to  be  appointed  by  him,  to  inspect  all  the  books, 
papers,  correspondence,  minutes,  and  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  and  of  all  its 
oflices,  and  of  all  their  officers. 

11.  That  Congress  may  extend  the  time  for  the 
pavment  of  the"  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  sum  of 
l,iOO,UOO  dollars,  required  to  be  paid  by  the  20tli 
section  of  tiie  charter. 

12.  Tiiat  a  sf/r.°/acias  may  be  issued  out  of  any 
circuit  court  in  the  United  States,  in  the  case  stated 
in  the  ciiarter;  and  whenever  it  shall  be  issued  out 
of  any  otiter  court  than  the  circuit  court  of  Peniisyl- 
vania,  sworn  copies  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank  shall  be  received  as  evidence,  instead  of  the 
ori^^'inals. 

i'he  foregoing  provisions,  or  any  of  them,  may  at 
anv  timu  be  enacted  into  a  law  or  laws,  by  congress, 
and  shall,  therefore,  become  a  part  of  the  charter 
uf the  bank, 

Tlie  resolution  having  been  read,  and  the  ques- 
t-ion stated  whether  the  house  would  now  consider 

Mr.  Spencer,  with  the  view  of  removing  any  ob-^ 


It  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 


British  Treaty. 


nr  THK  PRESIDENT  OF  TKK  UNITf  D  STATES  OF  AMEHIC^, 

A  FHOCLAMAI  lOX. 

Whereas  a  ci^nvention  between  t  e  Uniied  Sta'es 
of  America  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  thf  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Briiain  and  Ireland,  was  made 
and  concluded  at  I/mdon,  on  the  20Ui  day  of  Oc» 
tober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lcrd  oue  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  by  Albert  Gallatin,  envoy 
exdaordiiiary  and  nii.iser  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  Siates  to  the  court  of  France,  and  Uiciiard 
Uash,  their  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pie* 
nipotent:riry  to  tlie  court  of  his  Britannic  majesty; 
and  the  right  honorable  Frederick  Jo.'m  Ke'liinson, 
treasurer  of  his  m  .j^siy's  navy  and  president  of  the 
privy  council  for  trade  and  plantations,  and  Heriry 
Goulburn,  esq.  oieof  his  majes'j's  under  secreta- 
ries of  state;  fully  au  horised  and  empowered  by 
t.eir  respective  governments:  And  wlierras  the 
said  convention  was  <lnly  ratified  by  his  ro}  al  liiffh- 
ness  the  prince  regent,  in  the  name  and  on  Lehalf " 


jection  wkich  might  be  felt  to  the  consideration  of'  of  bi^  Brivannic  m;<jesty,  on  the  second  day  of  Na- 
the  motion,  stated  that  it  was  not  now  his  wish  to  go  I  vember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
into  a  discussion  ofit,  but  only  to  be  enabled  to  have    hundred  and  eiglitcen;  and  by  the  president  of  the 


it  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
to  whicii  had  been  committed  the  report  concern- 
ing the  management  of  tlie  bank. 

Mr.  Ti/ler  asked  leave  to  make  one  remark.  He 
honed  the  house  would  agree  to  consider  the  reso- 
hrt'ion,  that  it  might  take  the  coui-se  suggested  by 
the  mover,  and  have  a  full  and  fair  discussion.  He 
wi.shed  that  every  member  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exhibiting  his  views,  and  that  the  house 
might  make  its  Miial  decision  with  all  the  lights  to 
be  derived  from  deliberate  discussion  and  mature 
refleiTtion;  but  he  v.ould  here  say,  that,  whenever 
the  question  on  the  adoption  of  this  motion  should 
be  pvesesited  to  him,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote 
for  its  rejection,  under  the  hope  that  the  house 
would,  in  preference,  direct  a  scire  facias  to  be 
forihwlth  isBtied. 

riic  house  luiving  agreed  to  consider  the  resolu- 

tio:i, 

Mr.  Spciicer  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  v-hole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  manage- 
nicnt  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jo/nison,  of  \'irginia,  hoped  the  resolution 
v,-(>rdd  not  be  committed,  but  that  it  would  be  laid 


U  ited  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
ofthe  senate  vhereof,  on  the  tw;  nty-eighth  day  pf 
January  following-:  And  whereas  the  ratific.uions 
of  vhe  two  governments  were  exchanged,  in  the 
ci^y  of  Washington,  on  the  thirtieth  diy  of ;  he  pre- 
s-.nt  iiionth  of  January,  by  John  Q.'.incy  Adams,  se- 
cretary of  state  of  the  Unied  S  ates,  on  the  part 
ofthe  United  Siaus,  and  the  right  hon.  Cnarles 
Bagot,  his  Britannic  niajesty^s  envoy  extraordiii*- 
ry  and  minister  plenipo'.enliary  near  t!ie  Uni'.ed 
Sates,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  m:ijesty;  the 
articles  of  which  convention  are,  word  for  word, 
as  follows: 

Tl'.e  United  S'ates  of  America,  and  his  m'-jesiy 
the  king  ofthe  Ui.ited  Kingdom   of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,   desirous    to  cement  the  good  under- 
standing   which   happily   sub-^ft-    Leiw-en  ihem, 
have,  fir  tliat   purpose,  named  tneir    respective 
plenipotentiiries,  that  is  to  say:  the  pres-tlent  of 
the  Utiitcd  Slates,  on  bis   part;  has  appoiited  Al- 
bert Gallalm,  tiicir  envoy  ex'raordinary  and  mims- 
,er    plenipotentiary    -o  the  court  of  Fr.ince;  and 
Rich      I     Kush,    their    envoy    extrv>rdi:iary  and 
minisiv-T  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  hi'*  Uritan- 
nic  mHJesty:    and    his   m.ijesty   nns  appointed  the 
right  honorable  Frederick  Julr,,  Robio:-0'  >  troasii- 
on  the  table.     He  hoped  the  question    would  be    rer   of  i.i^  m.ijesty's  navy,   :^nd  pres.dent  of  the 
fuijv  met;  tmd  it  hiid  been  lus  iiit.entipn,  if  no  other  |  coiiyniuce  of  j^rivy  council  for  trade  and  plan^*; 
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liois;  an;!  Henry  GoiiUinrn.  esquire,  onf"  of  his 
majesty',  under  secretary's  of  state:  who,  after 
liavir.g  cxch;tng-e  I  their  rt  spective  full  powers, 
found  to  be  in  due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed 
to  and  concltuled  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLK    I. 

Whereas  differences  have  arisen  respecting  the 
liberty  cl  .inied  by  the  United  Sutes,  foi'  tlie  inha 
bitants  thereof,  to  tuke,  dry,  and  cure  fish,  on  cer- 
tain coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  of  his  Bii- 
tnp."ic  tnajesty's  doiTi'nions  in  America,  it  is  agreed 
bet'veen  tli^  high  co'traciinj^  parlies,  that  thein 
habitants  of  the  said  United  Scales  shall  have,  for- 
ever, in  common  wiih  the  subjects  of  his  liritannic 
majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind,  on 
thai  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Newfoundland, 
which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to  tl^e  Remueau 
isl»n  is,  on  the  western  and  northern  coast  of  New 
foiiiiiand,  from  the  s  lid  Cape  Rn  to  the  Quirpon 
islands,  o.i  the  sliores  of  the  M  gdalen  Isl^uids, 
and  ilso  on  the  coasis,  bays,  harbors  and  creeks, 
from  Mriunt  Joiy,  on  tlie  s  uthern  coast  of  Labra- 
dor, to  and  through  the  Sireights  of  Bellisle,  and 
thence  northwardly  indefinitely  along  the  coast, 
without  pi- 'ju''ic  ,  however,  to  nyofthe  esolu- 
sivfTighis  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company: — And  tliat 
the  American  fishermen  shall  also  liave  liberiv, 
forever,  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unset- 
tled bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  of  the  southpiii 
part  of  the  coast  of  Newfotm  Hand,  hereabove 
described,  and  of  the  coast  of  Labrador;  but  so 
soon  as  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  be 
settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  tlie  said  fisher 
men  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  portion  so  settled 
without  previous  agreement  for  such  purpose,  with 
the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  possessors  of  the 
grouvid.  And  the  United  Statts  hereby  renounce 
forever,  any  Ifberty  heretofore  enjoyed  or  claimed 
by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  take,  dry,  or  cure  fish, 
on  or  within  three  marine  miles  of  any  of  thecous  s, 
bays,  creeks  or  harbors  of  his  Britannic  m:-.jest\*s 
dominions  in  America,  not  included  within  the 
abovementioned  liiiiits:  Provided,  however,  that 
the  American  fishermen  shall  be  admitted  to  enier 
such  bays  or  harbors,  fur  the  purpose  of  shelter 
and  of  repairing  damages  therein,  of  purchasing 
wood,  and  of  obtaining  wa^ er,  and  thv  no  other  pur- 
pose whatever.  But  they  shall  be  under  such  re- 
strictions as  may  be  necessEry  to  prevent  their  tak- 
ing, drying,  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever  abusing  the  privileges  hereby  re- 
served to  them. 

AnTictK  ir. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  lake  of  theWoo''.s,  along 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  or  if  the 
said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  tlien  that  a  line,  drawn  from  the 
said  point  due  north  or  sou;l!,  as  4he  c;ise  may  be, 
until  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  said  pi-.rallel 
of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point  of  >uch  iiitc  - 
section  due  west  along  and  with  the  said  parallel, 
shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  Svate«  and  those  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  and  tliat  the  said  line  sliall  form  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  said  territrries  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  southern  l>.i!iidary  of  the 
terruoriea  of  his  Brit:.nnic  mnjestv,  from  the  lake1 
ot  the  Woods  to  the  Stony  mou:. tains. 

AIITICLK  III. 

It  is  Agreed,  that  any  coui^trv,  tli.at  may  he  claiip- 
fd  by  either  parly  on  the  uor'  ,^  si  coast  of  Ame- 
rtca,  wesf.vard  of  the  Siony  mouot.ins,  shall,  toge- 
*i>er  with  i[ts  harbors,  bays  and  creeks,  and  the  na- 


vigation of  all  i-ivers  \vi-l:in  the  same,  be  free  and 
open,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the 
sigi.ature  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  vessels, 
citizens,  and  subjects,  of  the  two  po.vers:  it  being 
well  under-tood,  that  this  agreemeent  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  ei- 
t'  erof  t^e  two  high  contracting  parties  rnay  have 
to  any  part  of  the  said  country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken 
to  afr<,:ct  the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  stale  to 
any  part  of  the  said  country;  the  o:ily  object  of  the 
high  contractin^r  parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to 
prevent  disputes  and  differences  amongst  them- 
s  Ives. 

AnxrctE  IV. 
All  the  provisions  of  the  convention  "to  regtil-ite 
the  comm'-rce  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stales  and  of  his  Britannic  majesty,"  concluded  at 
London,  on  the  third  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
wit!)  the  exception  of  the  clause  which  limited  its 
duration  to  four  years,  and  excepting,  also,  so  far 
;:3  tlie  same  was  affected  by  the  declaration  of  his 
majesty  respecting  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  are 
hereby  extended  and  continued  in  fova  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  from  tlie  date  of  the  signature 
of  the  present  convention,  in  the  same  m;mner  as  if 
all  the  provisions  of  the  said  convention  were  here- 
11  specially  recited. 

ATITICLE    V. 

Whereas  it  was  agr.-pd  by  the  first  article  of  tlrs 
treaty  of  Client, that  "All  territory,  places  and  pos- 
sessions, whatsoever,  t:iken  by  either  party  from 
the  other,  during  the  u'ar,  or  which  may  be  taken 
uf'er  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the. 
islands  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  res'.ored 
without  delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
tion, or  carrying  away  any  of  tfije  artillery  o."  otlier 
public  properly  originally  captured  in  the  said 
forts  or  places,  which  .shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
exchange  of  the  ratificatiois  of  this  treaty,  or  any 
slaves,  or  other  private  proper  y;"  and  whereas, 
under  the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  StUes  claim 
for  their  citizens,  and  as  their  private  prop^rtv,  the 
restitution  of,  or  full  compensation  for,  :ill  slaves 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification.^ 
of  the  .said  treaty,  were  in  any  territory,  places,  or 
possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the  s -Id  trea- 
ty to  be  restored  to  the  United  States,  but  theii 
still  occupied  by  the  Brili-h  forces,  whetlier  sucU 
slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  shore,  or  ('ii 
board  any  Britiah  vessel,  lying  in  waters  within  tliv3 
territory  or  juiisdiction  of  the  United  States;  an:! 
whereas  difl'erences  have  arisen,  whether,  by  th:^ 
true  ii'.ent  and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  article  of 
the  treaty  of  (ihent,  the  United  S'ates  are  entiiled 
to  the  restoration  of,  or  full  coiupen.sation  for,  a!i 
or  any  slaves,  as  above  described,  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  hereby  agree  to  retVr  the  said  dit'- 
feif'uces  to  some  friendly  soverfign  or  state,  to  be 
n^^med  for  that  purpose;  riml  the  liigh  contracting 
parties  further  engage  to  consider  the  decision  <:f 
such  friendly  sovereign  or  state  to  be  final  and  con- 
clusive on  all  the  matters  referred. 

ARTICLE  vr. 
Tills  convention,  when  the  s  4me  shall  have  been 
duly  ratified  by  tl'.e  preyident  of  thp  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  :idvicc  and  consent  of  their  senate, 
and  by  his  Britanoic  nii'.jtsty.  and  the  respective  ra- 
tifications mutually  exfJianged,  sliall  be  bindir-.p- 
and  obligatory  on  the  said  United  States,  and  on 
ilia  majesty;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exciiang- 
cd  in  six  montlis  from  this  dat?,  or  3:>oner,  if  possi- 
ble. 
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In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipoten- 
lia'-ies  have  signed  the  same,  and  have  there- 
unto affixed  the  se?.l  of  th^ir  arms. 

Done  at  London,  this  twentieth  day  of  October, 
ill  the  yexr  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundretl  and  eicjhteen. 

[l.  s]  1L15ERT  G  \LL\TIN. 

It.  s.]         HIOMARD  RUSH. 

[T..  s.]  riiF.DKRlCK  JOHN  ROBINSON". 


[L.   S 


IIKXRYGOULBURN. 


ISO",  therefore  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Mon- 
roe, president  of  the  United  States,  have  caused 
the  ;•  il  convention  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end 
that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article  thereof, 
rray  be  observed  and  fulfilled,  with  good  faith,  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  wiicreof,   I   have  hereunto   pet  my 

fi..  s.]     hnnd,  and  caused  the  s£fil  of  the  Uniied 

States  to  be  afRxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  thirtieth 

day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

on<!  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 

and  of  independence  the  forty-third. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Dy  the  president: 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  secretary  of  state. 


many  cati9«s — from  fear,  from  envy,  from  coward- 
ice, from  ip^norance  But  the  red  man  only  is  un- 
just from  feeliig;  he  is  alone  open  in  his  injustice. 
We  may  po  to  the  graves  of  our  fathers,  and  with 
hooks  among  them  who  were  buried  ten  thousand 
moons  ago,  and  catch  better  men,  than  some  who 
now  bear  the  names  of  great  men  among  us,  both 
red  and  white.  These  are  my  feelings,  and  1  speak 
them.  The  young  men  wish  to  be  friendly;  this 
will  be  the  case  when  justice  is  done  us.  The 
young  men  only  ask  that  which  the  bip  men  of 
both  colors  v/ithhold  from  us — a  f.iir  equivalent 
f^^  our  services  in  the  late  war.  Tell  us  the  reason? 

Corn  broo:us  and  American  C/ieese  have  recently 
been  shipped  in  considorableqnaiitities.toEiijrland. 

Intercourse.  Some  idea  maybe  formed  of  the 
immense  number  of  persons  who  travel  through 
Bedford  in  the  course  of  a  year,  when  they  learn, 
that,  during  the  month  of  October  last,  there  pas- 
sed tlirough  the  gate  at  Stevenson's  mills,  west- 
'vardly,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
souls,  snd  eastwardly  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
.-ind  seventy  nine  souls! — Bedford,  Pa.  Gaz. 


MiscellaiiittSj 

TLroisvinto  fiuiit)  a  vnca.irii  tint  -v old d  not   admit 

of  (in If  mor;' ituhortant  ma'ter^j  in  t>-pc. 
LMi'OR  lANT  DECISION. 

J,e:vin7tou^  K'j.  Jan  15.  The  suits  v/hich  were 
ins>'iuited  by  this  commonv.-ealth  against  the  direct- 
ors and  OMicer.s  of  the  U.  S-  branch  bank  ir  Lexing- 
ton, respectively,  for  the  recovery  of  the  fines  and 
penalties  incurred  by  the  refusal  of  the  branch  to 
i^siy  the  state  tax,  came  on  for  trial  before  the  ge- 
neral cnur'  sitti  g  at  Fr:  nk'o  t,  on  Friday  last.  The 
one  ap,ainst  the  I'urter  of  tiie  Office  vc&s  selected  for 
irial.  .\:"ter  a  hearing  of  3  days,  the  cause  was 
dcr.iL'.ed  i:i  his  favor.r. 

'!'he  counsel  for  the  office  of  the  U.  States' bank 
ilenHirrcd  to  the  declaration  on  two  grounds— first, 
th.e  deficiency  of  the  declaration,  and  mainly  the 
unr'.or.siitittionality  of  the  state  law.  The  court  sus- 
t!iii:ed  ih.e  deniurrer,  and  gave  an  opinion  that  a 
state  has  no  rij^ht  to  impose  a  penalty  acting  un- 
der a  law  of  the  U.  States. 

An  appeal  '.vns  taken  to  tlie  supreme  court  of  the 
commonweaUh,  vvhich  is  \o  sit  in  April  next — litde 
doubt  is  f  nVertained  of  a  coi.hrmation  of  the  pre 
sent  decision. 

Attorney  general  Blair  and  B.  Hardin  uppeared 
as  proseruiing  counsel — V,'  T  IV^rry,  M  I).  Ih.rdin 
and  liobt.  VVickLfle,  as  counst-l  for  the  deRudant. 


IxnTA?;  spr.tiH.  [The  following  speeclj  (says  the 
Milleiigevillc  Reflec^or)  was  delivered  by  Slafuche 
Barnard,  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Indians  at  Fort 
J  law  k in "^.J 

U  lute  and  red  Jro!  Ic.' — Wl:o  can  see  this  world 
and  not  pi'.y  t)  c  people  in  jt  After  the  world 
was  made,  our  Fatjier  put  his  children  below  wliere 
cur  brothers  are,  and  we  feel  unhappy  on  tlicjr  ac- 
c.oun\ — not  our  own.  I  wish  the  white  and  red 
may  b..'Come  one  people;  that  there  shall  be  no  dis- 
tinction of  color  or  feeling.  The  Indian  has  no 
sense  but  his  Ciod,  and  liis  arms  are  by  l.is  side: 
Some  white  men  want  sensc-,  and  the  practice  of 
justice.  I  wish  thn  red  j.eople  may  remam  immers- 
ed in  their  prese:  l  ignorance — if  ihey  are  to  be 
hrin:i;hi  by  education  v.ci  expfrience  to  go  out  of 
the  ^lalh  of  jrtstict.     The  white  man  is  luijv.st  from 
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Documents  accompanyiiij:;  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  the  United  States'  bank. 

I.-^Copy.) 
Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  tr^asurif,  to  Me»m. 

Jones,  Girurd,  IVillinff,   Leiper,  and  Evans,  com- 

missio^:ers. 

TiiKAscnr  bp-pahtmknt,  15/^  Augvst,lS\6. 

Get^tlkmf.n — The  information  communicated  to 
this  department  renders  it  probable,  tliat  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  the  sum-of  8^.400,000  i:.  fold 
and  silver  coin,  and  in  public  deb',  will  have  been 
actually  received,  on  account  of  ihe  subscriptions 
to  the  capital  of  the  bunk  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
clusively of  the  public  subscription;  and  it  will 
then  be  your  duty,  to  no  ify  a  time  and  place,  with- 
in the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  election  of  di- 
rectors, wl-.o  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  stockholder". 
As  an  incident,  in  the  perforraancp  of  this  du- 
ty, it  is  presumed,  that  you  will  deem  it  proper, 
to  provide  a  suitable  building  for  commencing 
the  busi-ess  of  the  b.ank,  at  the  place  designated 
for  holding  the  elcc  ion;  and  conforn/mg  to  the  ge- 
neral nature  of  your  irus.,  you  will,  no  doubt,  be 
disi-osea  to  make  such  othr^r  preparatory  arrange, 
n.ents  as  will  facilitate  and  accelerate  the  open- 
tions  of  tli"  institu.ion. 

Ii  is,  indeed,  of  high  importance  to  the  peopl', 
as  well  as  to  the  g..vert.nient,  that  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  in  an  organized  andacUrt 
slH  e,  before  the  20ih  of  Fehmary  next,  when  itie 
paper  cf  the  state  banks,  which  have  not  rettirnel 
to  mctaliic  payments,  musv  be  rejected  in  the  col- 
lection of  t[»e  dHties  and  taxes,  a^.d  when  sucn 
bai-.ks.  will,  unavoulably,  cease  to  be  the  deposito 
ries  of  ih.e  public  revenue.  .     ,  . 

In  Jiis  view  of  the  sunject,  I  am  autborisetl  d) 
t  iC  president  to  recommerul,  that  you  ci'ise  to 
pr<  pared  si'.ch  books,  engravings,  and  paper,  as) 
shall  deem  :.ecpss:irj  for  vl  e  commencement  ot  in 


business  of  the  bank,  as  S'  on  as  the  directors  so 

by    the  ..tock:  olders.     If.  »'°*'''"' [J 
opporttmitv    iccurs,  it  will  be  proper  to  constU 

upon 

t!)e  measures  pursued  in  consequence  of  tli<-  P 
sent  recommendation. 


be  chosen    by    the  ^tockl  olders 
opporttmity    iccurs,  it  will  bepn 
directors,  who  have  been  apponiti 
ment,  altiiough  tiot  members  of  your  boaru, 
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Wti)  t'.'C  advantag-es  of  ihe  propoff d  anticipa- 
tion, it  is  believed  that  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
,  may  b-'  in  operation  before  the  1st  of  Jani-iary  next; 
and  a  hope  is  still  indulged,  that  the  state  banks 
will  eithsj"  conform  to  that  evei  t,  or  adopt  the  pe 
riod  conteniplated  by  the  legislature,  (the  20tli 
February  next,)  for  a  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  gentle- 
men, your-  ob't  servant,  A.J  DALLAS. 
Messrs.  Jones,  Girarri,  Willing,  Ltiper^ 
and  Evans^  coinmisdoners. 

II. 

(Copy.) 
Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  IV.  Jones, 

esq.  president  nf  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 

TUEASUIIT  DEPiBTJilENT,  J\  Qff'mier,  29,1816 

S;r— Yfiur  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  corniuni- 
eating  the  preparatory  ti;easu»es  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  brink  <.f 
the  U  ■iter'.  State?,  and  their  disposition  to  moke 
every  &xer;if  n  in  their  power  consistent  with  the 
interest  a.id  security  of  the  bank,  to  emble  this 
department  to  execute  the  intei\tions  of  the  legis- 
lature, in  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  after 
the  20th  February  next,  has  feeen  received  by  due 
course  of  mail. 

You  observe  that  the  operations  of  the  bank  must 
necessarily  be  very  limited,  until  the  second  instal- 
ment shall  be  received,  and  the  principal  loc:-l 
banks  evince  a  sincere  dispositinn  to  co-operate  in 
the  important  and  indispensable  workof  invigor.it- 
ing  public  confidence,  by  resuming  specie  pay- 
ments. With  that  co-operation,  the  board  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  attainment  of  this  great  object  is 
neither  difficult,  nor  incompatible  v.ith  the  safety 
and  real  interests  of  all  the  solid  banks. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  a-  well  as  from  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  means  with  which  the 
ba;.k  of  the  United  States  will  have  to  commence 
its  operations,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  it  will 
have  to  purirount,  if  the  state  banks  do  not  make 
a  simuiu;ncous  effort,  is  manifest,  that  without 
their  co-:jperntion,  a  national  currency,  equal  to  th.e 
11  i  sp^nsable  demands  of  the  communiiy,  cannot 
be  obtained  by  the  20ih  of  February  next,  fiam  the 
effo;-ts  of  the  bank  and  trea=ury,  under  the  exist 
ing  lei^;d  provision.s. 

As  the  priiicipal  banks  in  the  middle  states,  in 
the  month  of  August  last,  explicitly  stated  to  this 
department,  their  determination  not  to  resume 
specie  payments  before  the  Isi  of  July,  181",  .her' 
is  no  reason  to  expect  their  co-operation  before 
that  per-  id;  unless  a  change  has,  in  the  mean  time 
be-n  effected  in  their  silUoti..n;  or,  unless  induce 
meHt-:  nr.ore  powfrful  tiar^  -hose  presented  in  the 
treas  .jy  proposi  ion  of  the  22d  July  last,  can  now 
bepresenteii  t<.  them. 

Although  the  precious  metals  have,  in  the  inter- 
val, between  that  declaration  and  the  present  pe- 
riof!,  continued  to  flow  into  the  country  from 
abroad,  ii  quantities  sufficient  to  reduce  the  pre- 
mium on  «pL-cieby  exceeding  the  demands  for  ex- 
portation, and  for  subscriptions  to  the  bank  of  the 
^nited  States,  it  is  not  believed  that  the  state 
banks  have  replenished  their  vaults  from  that 
source.  The  influx  of  specie,  however,  cannot  but 
be  considered  higiily  favorable  to  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments.  By  satisfying  the  current 
demands  for  specie,  the  irducement  to  run  on  the 
banks  has  been  generally  diminished.  But  admit- 
tmg  what  is  nut  clearly  established,  that  the  dis 
proportion  bettvecn  the  specie  in  their  vaults,  and 


their  circulating  p.iper,  shall  render  it  unsafe  to 
discharge  tlieir  notew  in  specie  on  dem.'ind,  simul- 
taneously with  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States,  it 
does  not  f.dlow  that  an  augmentation  of  their  sti.ck 
of  the  precious  metals,  it  is  indispensable  to  that 
operation,.  If  this  disproportion  can  be  re  Uiccvl 
within  its  proper  limit  by  other  meai-s,  the  gi'eat 
object  of  the  government  will  be  secured. 

The  requisite  reduction  of  the  circuliting  paper 
may  be  eil'ec'ed  by  the  state  bsnk?^,  cither  by  c\ir- 
taiiing  their  discounts  or  by  the  sate  ot  the  pub- 
lic debt,  of  which  they  are  known  to  be  the  liold- 
ers. 

If  this  reduction  is  effecled  in  the  latter  ir,o<^e, 
no  inconvenience  will  be  sufVered  by  the  comaiuiii- 
ty,  and  no  positive  pecuniary  loss  will  be  sustained 
by  the  banks.  If  it  is  effected  ui  tiie  fornver  mode, 
groat  individual  suffering  must  necessarily  be  pro- 
duced. At  a mo^nent  wlien  excessive  imi)ort;tions 
of  foreign  merclnndise,  had  involved  i!ie  mercan- 
tile and  manufacturing  clajsts  in  the  gve,slest  dis- 
tress,  and  menaced  them  with  impendli'g  bii^k- 
ruptcy,  reason,  humanity,  and  soiuul  policy,  all 
united  against  the  curtailment  of  bank  discount':. 
Yet,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  treasury  ex- 
tends, the  reductio  !  of  the  circulating  paper  has' 
in  no  instance  been  attempted  by  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic debt  held  by  the  b.i'iks. 

Curtailment  of  discounts  has  been  the  only  pro- 
cess resorted  to  by  them,  where  any  effort  has  bt-cn 
made  to  prepare  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pr;\- 
ments. 

The  disregard  to  individual  snffeiing  manifested 
by  this  procedure  of  the  slate  banks,  has  been  the 
result  of  a  conviction,  that  when  the  national  cur- 
rency shall  be  restored  by  the  efforts  of  the  go- 
vernments and  of  tl'.e  hank  of  the  United  Stjites, 
the  public  debt  which  they  hold,  v/i!l  be  greatly 
increased  in  value.  This  is  demonstrable  from  the 
consideration,  that  the  curtailment  '-■f  discounts,  in 
good  paper,  produces  a  loss  of  about  seven  per 
cent,  per  ?.nnu:n,  w!iilst  the  sale  of  an  equal  amount 
of  public  debt  Would  produce  the  same  effect  uiiois 
the  relative  proportion  between  their  specie  and 
circulating  paper,  and  could  not  reduce  tjjeir  pro- 
fits but  six  per  cent.  In  calling  upon  them  to  sell 
the  public  debt,  which  they  hold  as  the  proper  and 
effectual  mode  of  prepuriiig  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, no  sa-'rifice  is  required  of  then.  The  pub- 
lic debt,  every  where,  bears  a  cousido'ahis  pre- 
mium, upon  the  price  at  which  they  obtain?;!  it. 
The  determination  therefor^,  which  tliey  have  form- 
ed,  not  to  resume  specie  payments  l>efore  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1817,  is  an  explicit  derlanaion,  that 
they  not  only  will  not  bear  any  part  of  the  sacri- 
fice required  to  restore  the  disoi-dered  state  of  the 
currencj',  but  that  ;hc-y  will  not  forego  any  of  the' 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  event. 

If  the  view  here  presented  be  substantially  cor- 
rect, although  changes  in  the  situation  of  the  banks 
may  have  taken  place,  favorable  to  the  e.iriy  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  yet  there  do^s  not 
appear  to  be  any  well  founded  reason  to  expect  any 
change  in  the  detcrminaliun  which  they  have  form- 
ed on  that  subject. 

^Vl)en  the  friendly  character  of  the  proposition, 
made  by  he  treasury  to  the  banks  on  the  22d 
of  July  last,  and  the  extraordinary  n.anncr  in 
which  it  was  received,  is  well  considered,  it  dot.s 
not  appear  probable  that  any  induceretnt  cun  be 
offered  by  the  cjovernment,  sufficiently  strong  to 
divert  them  from  the  policy  of  makiny  the  hi  ■lie.'et 
possible  profit  up.m  the  public  de'.c,  whic'i  tin-'.- 
hold.     In  direcll}  addressing  theii-  love  uf  accKiii.i. 
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tioi.,  we  can  ofTer  them  notbinp  eqiiivalent  to  tlie 
gain  wliic.h  they  expnct  from  an  adherence  to  tli«ir 
previous 'let er;niiiation.  To  fippeal  to  their  fears 
by  refusing'  'o  receive  their  bills  in  payments  to  the 
govr-r:  ment,  if  that  appeal  should  be  inefl'ectual, 
\v(>ul<l  h^  to  visit  the  sins  of  the  banks  «pon  tlie 
jrrfat  mas',  of  unoftending  citizens,  crrilcss  the  go- 
vernment was  prepared  to  Hirnish  a  siilticjent  le- 
j:al  currci'cy  to  meet  the  indlspens-ble  dennan's 
(f  tlie  romnuinity.  I*  is  impo;  tant,  thereforr,  a' 
this  time,  to  a^ceriain  the  extent  to  which  the 
opcr;itions  of  the  hank  will  be  able  to  supply  a  na- 
tional currency,  by  theSOlh  I<Vbru;iry  next,  unaid 
cd  by  the  state  banks.  Is  it  po^jsible  for  rhe  bank 
10  supply  the  demand  in  the  commercial  cities, 
wlilch  the  collection  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
imporis  and  tonnrige,  will  create  in  tlie  interval  be- 
tween that  period  and  the  Ist  of  July  next?  If  the 
emission  of  bills  by  the  bank  of  the  U'  ited  States, 
diirini;  the  period  that  the  state  banks  refuse  to 
discount  their  bills  in  specie,  must  necessarily  be 
Ro  rxtreniely  liinited,  :',s^th;it  a  national  currency  to 
that.txteni,  could  not  be  expected  fiom  tha'  s-uce 
vithln  tie  first  months  of  its  operauons,  the  go 
vernment  must  either  furnish  a  na'aonal  currency, 
or  it  niusl  suspend  the  collection  of  its  revenue, 
at  least  parti:!l!y,  until  the  operations  of  :he  bank 
of  the  Unlti'd  States,  shall  have  thro-.vn  into  circu- 
lation  a  suflicient  quantity  of  iN  bil's  to  furnish  the 
necessary  facilities  for  that  purpose.  The  period 
■^vi'hin  which,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  -./ill, 
consistently  with  iis  security,  be  able  to  put  into 
cite  ila'ivin  bills  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  com- 
munity, will,  in  a  greut  meafure  depend  upon  the 
faciljiy  and  clieapness  with  which  specie  can  be  ob- 
tained From  foreign  countries.  If  tlse  importations 
of  foreign  merchandise  shall  continue  to  exceed 
the  value  of  oui  expo4",aUons,  as  Viuy  have  done 
since  the  pence,  the  balance  must  be  paid  m  specie, 
or  by  the  transfer  to  foreign  hands  of  t!i$  bank 
stock,  or  funded  debt  of  the  nation.  Tlie  foni.er 
modfi  of  settling  the  balancf ,  will  impose  upon 
the  bank  tl)e  constant  necessity  of  supplying  the 
vacuum  ])roduced  by  the  exp-.rtation  of  specie, 
and  the  laiter  will  tend  to  procrastinate  the  du- 
ration of  that  bidiince.  The  suspension,  by  law, 
of  ti;e  collection  of  the  revenue,  under  existing 
circumst:inces,  would  be  an  apparent  admission 
of  the  dependence  of  the  government  upon  the 
^taleb;'nks,  in  its  fiscal  transactions,  which  could 
not  fail  to  give  them  a  direct  influence  ovtr  the 
natii-nal  currency.  Tlie  public  interest  recjuires 
that  an  admission  of  tliat  nature  should  be  expre'is 
ly  n  jected,  and  that  thai  conU-ol  should  not  be  ex- 
ercised. 

It  aj.'pears  probable  that  the  deficiency  in  the 
circulalrg  medium,  which  must  be  produced  by 
the  rejection  of  the  bills  of  the  state  ba-'ks,  in  all 
payin-Jnis  to  the  goveriiment,  on  the  2Ulh  of  Feb. 
next,  must,  for  some  time,  be  principally  supplied 
by  government  paperof  some  description.  Justice 
and  sound  policy  forbids  the  continuance  of  the 
present  system  of  trejsury  notes.  With  a  large 
surplus  of  revenue  in  the  treasury,  tne  government 
i;annoi  continue  in  circulation  a  paper  which  sub- 
jects them  to  the  payment  of  interest,  or  wiiich  m  y 
be  funled  at  even  six  per  cent,  as  the  period  is 
approaching,  when  it  is  prob;dde  that  that  stock 
luust  rise  above  its  nominal  value. 

If  the  government  takes  upon  itself  the  principal 
burden  of  re. vorlngi  he  circulating  medium  to  specie 
vaii.e,  il  is  j  '-proper  thai  all  the  advar.tage  result- 
ing flora  u;a!  operation,  should  be  fxclubively  en- 
joyed by  the  bunk  of  the  Uuiied  SuVes.     As  the 


credit  of  ihe  n  .i-n  is  to  h'^  exe<-ipd  in  vi'liicinp 
this  revolution  in  the  state  of  the  currency,  it  is 
but  reasonible  and  just,  t'lat  a  part  of  the  prnfit 
resulting  from  that  exertion  should  ensue  to  the 
bpnefit  of  the  national  ireisu"v. 

Tl.f  niore  readily  ro  effect  this  object,  govern- 
ment paper,  not  beariig  in-erest,  receivable  in  all 
pavmenis  to  the  goverr  ment,  and  which  shall  not 
be  funded  at  a  b'glier  rate  of  interest  than  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  may  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  the  liank  of  the  finiled  S'ates,  to  b"  put  in  cir- 
culation, fur  which  the  bank  shall  pay  a  stipulated 
interesi;  or,  it  may  b"  issued  by  tlse  bmb  f  r  tlie 
benefit  of  the  government,  upon  receivirg  funded 
debt  at  the  rntes  fixfd  in  the  act  incorporuinsr  the 
b.ink;  or,  bank  stock  of  any  incorno-ated  bank,  to 
t'  e  amount  issued  to  any  individual;  for  which  sev- 
vi.  e  the  bank  shad  receive  a  reasonable  compensa- 
t  on:  or,  a  board  of  directors  may  be  appointed,  fir 
the  purpose  rf  puUine  this  paper  in  circulation  fur 
tlip  benefit  fif  the  government,  confining  their  ope- 
rations always  to  applications,  where  interest  bear- 
ing  securities  shall  be  pledged  by  the  borrower. 
It  IS  probable,  that  t'lis  system  will  not  interffre 
with  the  operations  of  the  b^nk,  as  long  as  tliat 
i'lstiiuiion  shall  not  be  able  to  put  in  circulation, 
a  sufficient  amouni  of  tlieir  bills  to  furnish  a  cir- 
culating medium  equal  to  the  indispensahle  de- 
m.nds  of  the  community.  \V';e<ievpr  this  s'  all  be 
tfl'cr'.ed,  the  issue  and  re-issue  of  government  bills 
to  cease. 

Sliould  the  balance  of  trade  continue  to  be  tin- 
favorable,  or  should  the  price  of  s])ecie  ri-se  in  fo- 
reign countries,  the  bank  would  find  it  ex'rmnely 
d.fii.  lilt,  during  the  first  year  of  its  operations,  to 
sustain  the  continu  .1  run  upon  it,  v.'hich  such  astute 
of  things  could  not  fail  to  produce.  In  an  emer- 
gency of  this  nature,  t'le  govrnment  paper  could 
not  fail  10  bc'  a  powerful  avjxiliary  to  the  bank,  and 
,1  great  advantage  to  the  community.  The  s-ims 
drawn  from  its  vaults  for  exportation,  would  necs- 
a>  ily  withdraw  from  circulation  an  equal  amount 
^■f  its  bills,  and  leave  a  void,  which  could  not  sufrrly 
bt-  filled,  bui  by  the  issue  of  government  p  per, 
Whatever  portion  of  this  papier  should  com^'  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  bank,  might  be  re-issued  without 
exposing  their  remaining  specie  slock  to  furtiier 
diminution.  By  limiting  the  amount  of  governmont 
paper,  to  be  put  in  circulation,  to  the  probiibl"  sur- 
plus revenue  during  the  year  1817,  its  credi'  r'ljd 
value  would  every  where  be  equal  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver 

li  is,  however,  most  ardently  desired  by  the  go- 
vernment, that  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the 
issue  of  government  paper  may  be  avoided  by  t'le 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  state  banks, 
on  or  brfore  ttie  20Ui  of  February  next.  As  an  in- 
ducement to  this  measure,  tlie  governn  ent  can  only 
aid  their  operations  by  withholding  from  circuU- 
tion  as  much  of  their  paper,  now  in  the  treasury, or 
which  may  lereafter  be  received,  as  the  demands 
u|)on  the  treasury,  during  the  ensuing  year,  will 
permit.  As  the  sum,  which  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  governme'.t  to  retain  in  the  treasury,  wdl  be 
considerable,  it  may  present  a  sufficient  inducement 
io  change  their  determination,  not  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments  before  the  1st  day  of  July  inxt. 

How  far  the  discrediting  of  their  paper,  by  rfr 
fusing  to  receive  it  ir  discharge  of  duties  ana 
taxes,  will  influence  tlieir  conduct,  can  only  be  as- 
certained by  the  experiiusnt. 

I',  may  he  proper,  inclosing  this  long  letter,  to 
inform  you,  tluu  no  decision  has  been  made  upo" 
any  of  the  points  presented  in  it.    It  must  be  Jft  • 


NILES'  REGISTER— FEBRUARY  6,  1819-BANK  DOCUMENT*.  459 


sidecPt^,  therefor'^,  is  mei-ply  S'^imflinfr  this  delicate 
and  ini])ort'in*  subject,  with  a  view  to  obtain  all  tlve 
information  wliirh  may  be  neressai-y  to  enllgiiten 
the  understandings  of  those  wlio  must  ultimately 
decide  upon  it. 

A  commnnicatlon  of  youv  views  upon  tbe  whole 
question  will  he  i-eceived  n>  ah  n;uch  pleasure,  and 
will  receive  the  respec^fisl  consideration  to  whicli 
Ihey  are  so  hiphly  eniitU'd. 

WiM)  sentiments  of  the  hij^hest  respect,  I  have 
tht  honor  to  Le,  your  most  obedient  and  very  !mm- 
ble  serv  !nt, 

WM    H.  Cll\WFOIiD. 

William  Jones,  enq  president 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 

III. 

Jtesolution  and  arrangement  with  the  state  banks,  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payment. 

A^  meetinis^  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
b.ink  of  the  United  Staies: 

January  ols^  1817. 

T)]e  board  took  into  consideralijn  the  proposi- 
tion oT  tlie  convemion  of  banks,  made  throii^^-h  a 
comnnttee  from  ^his  board,  and  reported  by  the 
latter  at  the  last  mf^eting;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  in  considering  (he  satne,  certain  reiodilications 
wer.  m«de,  avcl  tiie  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
bank,  authorized  to  agree  to  the  propositions  as 
modified,  as  fallows,  viz: 

"Tiie  committee  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States 
resp'.cl fully  submit  tl'e  following-  modifica  ions  of 
the  propositions  received  from  liie  committee  of 
the  Slate  banks,  viz.- 

Isc  That  the  incorporated  banks  of  Xew-York, 
Philadelphia,  Raltimore,  llichmond,  and  Norfolk, 
engage,  on  th--  20th  oftlie  ensuing  month,  to  com- 
mence, and  thenceforth  to  continue,  spt-cie  pay 
ments  for  all  dema  ds  upon  them,  and  recipr>)Ci'lly 
to  support  the  credit  of  each  otlier,  in  their  seve- 
ral districts,  upon  any  emergency,  until  the  balan- 
ces, existing  between  them,  shall  be  finally  paid  oft'. 

3d.  That  the  whole  of  the  pub.!icbaUiices  in  the 
recf^iviii}^'  banks  of  Ne-.v-Yoik,  Philadelphia,  IJalti- 
more,  Richmond  and  Norfidk,  be  immediately 
transferred  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
retained  in  its  vaults,  (except  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
lo  meet  the  current  expenditure)  until  tlip  first  day 
of  July  ne.Kt,  when  the  same  shall  be  paid  oif,  toge- 
ther with  the  interest  thereon. 

3d  That  payment  of  the  balances  which  may  ac- 
cumulate against  the  afi-jresaid  banks,  subsequmily 
toth?  transfer  of  the  balance,  first  mentioned,  shall 
not  be  demanded  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
Un'il  the  said  bank,  and  its  branches,  shall  have 
discounted  for  individuals,  (other  than  tliose  haV- 
ing  duties  to  pay)  the  following  sums,  viz: 

For  those  in  Nc-w-York,  two  millions. 

For  tliose  in  Plsiladelphia,  two  miUioiis. 

For  those  in  Baltimore,  one  and  a  half  million. 

For  those  in  Virginia,  five  hundred  tiiousand 
dollars.  Provided,  that  if  the  said  bank  shall  be 
•Willing  to  discouni,  and  shall  not  hjive  the  reijuired 
amount  of  good  paper  ofiTered  within  the  t(  rm  of 
60  days,  from  the  20th  of  the  ensuing  month,  ai 
New-York,  Philadelphia  and  IJaliimore,  and  wiihin 
the  same  term  after  the  operations  of  the  offices  of 
the  said  bank,  in  Virginia,  shall  have  commenced, 
the  aforesaid  banks  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  at  the  aforesaid  places,  respectively,  pay  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stat-s  the  balances  due  by 


them  respectively,togetber  with  tlie  inten'st  ther?"- 
on.  . 

4th.  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  w"1!  e-i- 
gage  to  discount  the  required  smount,  at  their  re- 
spective plares,  and  within  the  time  nien'ionrd,  in 
the  preceding  ariicIeR;  provided  good  paper,  fo 
tliat  amount,  be  offered. 

51  h.  That,  in  t!ie  event  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
S'.aies,  and  its  iuanches,  not  having  a  suflii^ifnt 
aiTiount  of  good  paper  rff't-ed  at  t)ic  risjifC  ive 
places,  men'ioied  in  the  third  article,  witliin  the. 
period  therein  stipuVnted,  then  the  Ijaiik  "f  the  U. 
States  will  engage  to  discount  for  the  said  banks, 
the  amount  of  the  dt'firienrv,  at  tl'e  resp' ctive 
places,  according  to  the  amount  of  tiis  c:-pit:i!s  of 
the  said  banks,  respectively. 

6\\'..  That  the  banks  iforcsaid,  shall  engape.  re- 
spectively, and  in  the  proponion  wliirh  tlieir  loans 
may  bc-sr  tt)  their  capitals,  to  reduce  t'^e  arrif.iuit  of 
the  sail!  loans,  in  iheraio  of  the  discounis,  requir- 
ed of  the  hank  of  the  U  S'litovi,  and  i's  brmch-.e, 
and  that  the  said  reduction  shall  t:;ki'  place  by  the 
l-^t  of  July  next. 

rth.  That  the  bank  of  the  United  S'ates  will  in- 
terchange pledges  of  good  fiiih  and  friendly  offi- 
ces with  the  respective  banks,  and  upon  any  emer- 
gency uiiic!)  may  menace  t!ie  credit  of  a!:y  of  the 
aforesaid  banks,  will  cheerfully  contvibuie  its  re- 
sources to  any  reasonable  extent,  in  support  there- 
of, coT.fi  ling  in  the  justice  and  discretio-n  of  the 
banks,  respectively,  to  circumscribe  their  affdrs 
wiihin  the  just  limits  i!idic::tcd  by  their  re^pe.- tlve 
cipiials,  as  soon  as  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  community  will  admit. 

8th.  That  upon  iheimjtual  agreement  of  the  par- 
ties,to  these  stipulatio'iis,  the  same  shall  be  .subinii- 
ted  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  his  decision 
upon  those  points,  which  involve  the  public  balan- 
ces; and  when  approved  by  him,  shall  be  obligatory 
on  all  tiie  contracting  parties." 


IV 

Loans  at  the  Bankoff/ie  Uiuted  States  up  to  the  It'lh  of  lehrunfij 
1817,  and  ilchls  due  to  it  on  that  day,  by  other  Batiks- 

Loan  to  the  l'iiit.'d  Statis  500,000 

Bills  (liseomitiil  for  iiidiudiials,  on  pledged 
Slock  lor  2il  instalment  199.921  37 

For  payiriij  bonds  at  customhouse  25.'?93l  83 

For  oth.  r  |)Ucpo.si's  2)(i,i5.i  24 

Debts  <iue  tVoui  '170,403   44 

State  liank.  Boston  350,022  »y 

Kogil-  Williams's  liank,  Providence.  R.I.      2,520  2J 
PUiBiiix  bank,  Hantoid,  CoiinesilcUt  520  aJ 

Trenton  Bai'kii'g  CoTin>;itjy  548   14 

Bauk  ot  Pennsylvania  36.631  42 

370,248  33 

Abstract  respecting  No/cs  in  circulation. 
1R'.7. 

Feb.  20.   Amount  of  notes  issued  2,621,389  01 
Di  duciioiis 
On  hand  at  Bank  United  States    66t5,390  55 

1».                                         New  'Solk  20.858  64 

20.                                      Bo.ston  4'^l,r'15  (lO 

17.                                      Baltimore  373,900  CO 
Notes  charged   to  ofRce,   Baitinioreon 

their  passage  15S.00C  00 

Feb.  20.                                   do  loo.'oo  00 

I,-?.                                New  York  432.000  oo 

20.                                    do  100.000  CO 


Amount  in  oirctilation 


2,302.803  I'J 
Dls.   318.585  82 


Loans  at  offices^  and  debts  due  to  the  same  tip  to  20t/i  Feb,  1 

1817. 

Feb.  19 


17. 


20, 


Amount  of  loans  at  Kew  York  office,  for  what 
purposis  not  kir.uiiat  l)<mkor;Unitnl  St^iici  473.083   ■;<) 

Notes  on  N.w  'Ycirli.  banks,  on  hanil  tliere  707,837   8.* 

Anionnt  of  loans  at  B.illiniore  otilee,  for  what 
pnrposes  not  known  rt  bank  of  tJuaeel  Stales  394,Sfi4  40 

Not.-s  of  Baltimore  banks  on  liaiid  ih.  ic  15,i-81  !'  . 

Amount  of  lu-.nis  at  liosion  oftii>"  .'or  «li.<)t  pur. 
pos.js  iiol  known  at  htuk  of  United  States     118.0^4  43 

Notes  of  Boston  baulis,  en  haii'd  tben  A';,0i7  ou 
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VI 


lelter  t«  offiie  nt   l.exin'^ton   lefnoving  it  for  circulating  State 
liiinki''  lmj)tr  niid  directinfi  it  to  draw. 
Af  a  ii'e-liiiic  i)f  tlie  prt^i(ltut  anil  direttois  of  tli'-  bsuk  of  the 
Uniti'd  St/t"S— 

\V.  Jones,  jiresiJi-nt. 

B  il-i",  Li-iper, 

Binwdf,  Kvans, 

Ualsioii,  W.'Utitrill, 

Piif  ,  M  Eu^i), 

Bohlen,  Savage, 


Messrs. 


Bryan, 

Gorl.lart, 
Fish  r, 
ConiKlly, 
UdUou. 
Oaober  7th,  1S17. 

Thp  foUowr');  If-tter  prepared  by  the  presiJ  nt,  was  read,  and 
ordt  red  lo  lir  forwarded  to  tlie  ofiic'   at  L-xiiiRton.  viz: 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  Octobcrith.  1817. 

Gentlemen— \x.  a»pears  from  indubitsble  sources  of  information. 
»Uli"»el'""  ofticialintiniation  of  the  tact  had  been  receiv.H,  that 
yon  have  been  pLasid  to  adopt  ct-rtain  measures  in  relation  to 
tXv  .xchaiise  operations  of  your  office,  and  the  ciroulalioii  of  Ideal 
bank  paper,  as  a  sulisiitute  for  that  which  has  been  traasmided 
to  you  from  this  bank,  which  in  their  churacter  and  effect,  are  no 
less  »t  variance  witli  tlie  interest  of  the  institution,  and  of  the 
pubhc,  than  iliey  an  contrary  to  the  letter  .ind  spirit  of  the  rules, 
rigiilations.  and  instructions,  prescribed  for  your  government,  to 
which  I  he^-  I,-ave  to  refer  in  support  of  this  d.  cl.aration. 

It  is  affirmed  that  you  have  for  some  time  past,  been  in  the 
practice  (,(■  wltldioldini;-  from  circulation,  the  bills  pre-pared  for 
your  ofiice-  of  s  lliii^,'  them  at  a  premium  of  one  and  a  haJf  per 
ctnt,  and  issuing  frooi  your  counter,  in  lieu  thereof,  only  the 
notes  of  the  local  lianks,  or  specie. 

It  isasimpossibi-  to  account  tor  th -se  novel  proceedings,  upon 
principles,  in  afiy  diq;ree  compatible  with  the  obligations'  inte- 
rest, and  character  of  the  instiiiition,  as  Ibr  your  silence  upon  so 
inonientousa  subjeci;  and  it  maybe  tiiundas  difl'.-rent  to  sustain 
thnr  I-  Kal  proprii  ty,  as  it  is  to  prove  their  utility,  or  to  allay  ihe 
consf  qiient  discontent  which  has  already  been  manifested. 

No  doubt  is  enterlainuli.ithe  purity  of  your  nmtives.  and  the 
respect  in  which  you  are  h- Id  b\  the  parent  boanl.  and  that  which 
IS  due  to  Its  own  character  and  authority,  f.rbids  the  idea  of  any 
mtemionaldisrefrarilof  the  rules  and  instructions  which  it  had 
prestriiifd  lor  your  conduct. 

Your  ohj.ct  was.  no  <iouhf,  to  check  the  practice  of  remittinj; 
the  notes  of  thr-  office,  to  the  eastward,  as  a  suhstitnte  for  ex- 
chang>,  .IS  individuals  pr.fe r  them  for  that  purpose,  either  to 
tpecie,  or  your  draiiprhts,  unless  the  latter  can  be  obtained  at  a 
very  small  premium;  but  in  selling  your  notes  at  a  pre- 
Wiuin  yoi.  pervert  their  use.  withhold  them  entirely  from 
m-cii!.-)ti(m,  and  substitute  the  notes  of  the  state  hanks;  thus 
Ucprivmg  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  public  of 
tUc  Ltnedu  ol  that  circulation,  ai.d  transferriiig  the  adv:.i.."iees 
extlusivcly  to  :janks,  who  are  your  debtors,  and  whose  eredit  is 
incitDj  tMiiided  to  tlic  prejudice  of  this  institution,  while  its 
olticts  ,s  U,  graded  to  the  level  of  the  humblest  money  dealer,  and 
«n..priiici,,ajoijtcts.  public  and  private,  for  which  the  bank  was 
createu,  are  perverted. 

lilt  wauls ol  ii.c  country,  and  the  interest  of  fh"  hank,  re- 
quire au  extensive  circulation  of  its  pap  r,  and  it  is  the  policy  of 
tucpaicul  boanl  to  encourage  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  notes 
uj  tli(  bank,  reserving  fur  in.perious  circumstances,  and   inevita- 


of  any  state  bai.K,  otli-'r  than  those  of  the  state  in  whidi  your 
offict  is  located,  and  of  these  only  ofsncli  as  may  enable  you  to 
exchange  notes,  and  liquidate  balances,  with  the  necessary  prompt 
n  ss.  tacility,  and  punctuality;  the  deposits  made  on  account  of 
the  public  revenue,  will,  now- ver,  (orm  ariexceptiou  to  this  rule, 
but  )..u  will  be  pleas,  d  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  notes  ufsiich 
banks  only,  as  ac'iiall)  pay  tliem  on  (K-mand  in  specie,  can  be  re- 
Ciiv  il  xs  A  g  picraldi  posit  or  in  payment. 

I  have  h<  -n  particularly  dir>-cted  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
regulations  and  instructions  heretofore  transmitted,  and  to  the 
nioJilications  contained  in  the  Ion  going  articles,  from  which  ii  is 
confidently  exi>tcted,theie  will  be  oo  material  uevi;,tiou,  without 
the  previous  sanction  of  the  parent  board. 

I  have  th.  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  celitlemen,  your 
oh.  client  servant,  (Sigmd)  W.  JONJES,  PitivrffjiJ. 

Tlie  president  and  directors,  of  tlie  office,  bank  United  Slates, 
Lexington,  Kentucky, 


Vll 


Statement  of  the  special  deposits  received  mi  account  of  tlie  treasurer 

oft  he  United  Slates.  

1817. 
April 
June 


Treasurer's  draft  on  the — 

11  Baok  ot  P  niisylvania        ■        • 

12  Cheshire  bank 
16| Nashville  bank 

do.  'uniberland  bank  of  Portland 


bic 
of  a. 


occasions,  tile  exercise  of  the  legal  right  which  it  possesses 
■  eliiiiog  to  r.-ceive  or  pay,  exc  pt  at  the  respectiv.-  places 
Where  iiayineni  is  pi-uniisedon  thefaceof  tile  notes'.  Theretiare, 
to  rttaii;  III  local  circulation  the  paper  of  any  ofiice,  against 
winch  the  course  ol  exchange  may  operate,  it  is  0:ily  necessary  to 
rCMiuvcall  temptation  to  remit, in  its  current  notes  by  furnishing 
flraughts  on  thi  bank,  or  its  i, dices,  at  a  very  low  premium,  or 
even  at  par,  winch  will  ettcctuall;  r.^mcdy  tlie  evil.  You  receive 
value  torjour  draughts,  and  should  the  cmirs'  of  exchange  con- 
tinue so  adverse  as  to  j^reclude  the  reimbursement  of  tie  amount 
uy  the  purchase,  ami  reunttance  of  bills  of  exchange,  on  the 
eastern  or  southern  cities,  there  is  no  alteroalive  but  to  transmit 
thespeci,,  which  is,  however,  an  extreme  case,  not  likely  to  oc- 
'"■■iHarich  and  Liuurisliing  country. 

'1  iiis  simple  view  oi  the  subject,  it  is  believed,  will  emirace  eve- 
ry 1  uvi  fy  of  -j-e  which  can  occur,  and  supercede  the  necessity  of 
further  am  plificaticn. 

,  1  an.,  llniel'yic:,  i.istrHcted  to  prescribe  for  your  government, 
thi;  foUowingailitional  regulations,  to  wit: 

Istly.  You  will  cease  to  issue  the  paper  of  other  banks  from 
jour  urtlcc,  except  in  such  small  bills  and  sums,  as  may  be  iiidis- 
Jieusabl.  from  llie  want  oi  the  paper  ot  theofHce. 

2<lly.  On  no  account  demand  a  premium  on  the  notes  issued 
from  lilt  office;  but  circulate  them  frrtly,  and  rec  ive  on  Ue|>osit, 
or  ill  payin,  nt,  the  notes  ol  this  lank  and  an>  of  its  offices. 

3<lly.  Draw  on  this  bank,  and  any  ol  its  offie.  s.  south  or  west 
of  this  (,laet.  at  a  moderate  premium,  or  at  par,iryou  should  fiinl 
it  ii.csvii ,,  111  order  to  prevent  the  substitution  of  your  notes  for 
Jour  draughts. 

4tlily.  K  iiiiburse  the  bank  and  its  offices,  on  which    you  may  I 
draw  m  opportunities  for  purchasing  bills  may  occur,  and  for  this 
I'lirpose  you   m.;y  purchase  bills  of  exchange,  having  not  more  | 
than  lour  iiiunths  to  run,  i 

ilhlj.  "\Vlie.i  the  notes    of  any  of  the  banks  in  your    vicinity,' 
have  aecmmilated  in  your  vaults,  to    the  sum  of  20,000    dollars, 
)o«  will  demaiid  payiiif  nt,  either  iii  specie,  or  i;i  such  bills  of  tx- 
thaiige,as  may    enable  you  to  remit   to  this  bank,   or  any  of  its 
nfiicis.east  of  the  mom. tains,  or  lo  iheoffice  at  New  Orleans,  and 
il  thcdtn;aiui  shell  not  oe  satislied,  you    will  cease  to  receive  the 
iiotcs  ul  any  such  bank,  uiih-ss  it  shall  engage  lo  pay  inteiest,  and  ' 
litiniilate  the  oalance  in  a  reasonable  tinie. 
ethty.  You  will  !;ct  iveeJYi  ou  deposit,  or  in  liaynient,  the  notes.. 


d<i. 

24 
20 

do. 
28 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

dn. 

do. 

do. 
30 
7 
10 
16 
18 

do. 


Narraganset  bank 

Kastoii  bank  ..... 

Penn.  agricnl.  and  manufacturing  bank 
Hank  ol  New  Brunswick  ... 

Rani,  of  K,-niucky  .... 

Br.  of  do.        Louisville    ... 

Bank  of  Chester  County         ... 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania        .... 

Allegheny  bank  of  Pennsylvania  - 
Bank  of  Chambtrsburg    '.        -        .        . 
Westmoreland  bank        .... 

Bank,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania 
Branch  of  bank  of  Penn.  Pittsburg 
State  bank  oi  Morris,  N.  J. 
July        7  Bank  of  Washington,  DC.     . 

Juniata  bank  of  Pennsylvania  -        -       . 
Bank  of  Columhia  .... 

Bank  of  Tennessee    .        .        - 
do.        ....... 

do.lNashville  bank  -        .        .       ,        . 

d«.  iBank  of  Kentucky         .... 

do,  Branchof  do.  at  liussellsville - 

do.Du.  do.  at  Louisville    ... 

do..  Do.  do.  at        do.    .        •        .        . 

do.  Do-  do.  at  Bardstown 

do.jDo.  do.  at  Danville 

do.Kenfucky  insurance  company 

do.'Baiik  of  bteubenville        .        -        .         . 

do.  Dayton  manufacturing  company 

do   W,  stern  reserve  hank      .... 

clo.|Muskingum  bank  .... 

do.'  do.  do 

<lo.,Bank  of  Chillicothe        .... 
A  ugustSO  Bank  of  Tennessee  .        .... 
K.  H.  Taylor's  deposit  at  Lexington 

Do.  do. 

Treasurer's  draught  on  the— 
Br.  of  the  bank  of  Penn.  Lancaster 
Juniata  bank  ..... 

Miani  exp.  co.  Cincinnati         ... 
Bank  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania     - 
Branch  of  the  bank  ol  Penn.  Pittsburg 
1818.  ti.  Wuclay's  (h;posit  at  Bellefoute,  Penn. 

Do.  do.     - 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

S.  TheobaM'silepositat  Lexijigton 
I.  H.  Moriuii's    do.  do 

Wm.  Brown's     do.  do.         • 

Treasurer's  draught  on  the  branch  of  bank 

ol  Peansyhania,  Pitlbborg 
C.  S.  Clarkson's  deposit  at  Pittsburg 
C.  U.  Sherman's        do.        Chillicothe 
Jno.  Havs  do.         tit.  Louis 

I.  Sloan's  do.        Pittsburg 

Treasurer's  draught  on  the— 
Gree'isbiiigliank        '        '        I        - 
Blanch  of  Farmer's    bank   of    D.  laware, 

New  Castle 

.Mamitac.  and  exp.  Co.  of  Charlestown,  Va. 

Do.  bank  ot  Kentucky 

Branchof  do  at  Louisville   • 

Muskingum  bank      .        -        -        .  "    . 
I.  Sloai.'s  check  on   the   office  Pittsburg, 
payable  in  special  money  - 
do.iG.  Morgans  do.         .... 

2?;I.  Merritt's  deposit  at  New  Castle 
do.  S.  Finley's  deposit  at  Chillicothe      ■ 
15  Tr.asuier's  draught  on    MuNliingum    bank 
i8  C  riiticiite  of  deposit  in  hank  of  Kentucky 
do.  Do.  in  Muskingum  bani, 

do.  Certificate  ot  deposit    in  the  Faruieis'  .'luf 
Mec.'ia   ics' bank  of  Uil.iware     - 
2i  Do.        in   th^  branchof  state  bank 

i    of  N.  CaioUua,  JCwbtrn       ,       .       . 


Oct. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


1 

25 

26 
do, 
do. 

27 
do. 


17 


Feb. 
March 


M!»y 


June 
July 


Oct, 


Ifi 
21 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

lie- 
8 


dollars. 

358,952  7^ 
3g,373  14 
32,331   71 

.^,443  20 

7,129  75 

tiOO  OQ 

331   14. 

24,310  20 

44,724  81 

.lti,587  24 

1.933  00 
45,264  84 
22,0  16  4?. 
S4,93l  5S 
27.351  12 
62,134  et> 
633,127  04 

«,308  34 
502  50 
64,478  61 
1S.9C3  11* 
21,424  81 
.'^5,343  4'3 
<J7.946  79 
41,193  69 
22,335  51 

4,117  53 
92,879  37 
i4,2S3   10 

5,985  00 
47,319  09 
17,664  16 
15,235   15 

7,194  40 

52,464   34 

144,973   10 

134,6y2  52 

5,760  00 
10,283  CO 
12,955  00 

86.117  31 

13,S15   32 

6,767  00 

4.500  OO 

255.880  35 

3.255   11 

9«     87 

955  00 

188  oa 

4,920  2a 

184  00 

1,679  78 

20,848  00 
15,000  00 

1,940  00 
136  00 

8.708  CO 

6,202  06, 

4.603  00 
2,613   00 

16,«09  30 
14  .105    4;! 

54,784  00 

15,63«  00 

8,300  CO 

870  00 

12,7-:.    IS 

1 1 5.6    ■<  00 

2,000  00 

1,30.  eo 

2,3  8  00 
12,353  60 
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30 


Nov.     2PjTreasiirev's  (lniii?lit  on  tliL-  Alleglii'iiy  hank 
1     of  Pennsylvania  .... 

Culiliuatiol'  deposit  in    llie   Milledgevilli- 
brancli  ot  bank  of  trtoi's^ia    -        • 
Do,  do.  iln. 

Do.  in  tlie  hiaiicli    of  tile  state 

banli  of  N.  Carolina.  Ni-wljcrii 


Dec. 


Deduct  amount  Mrawn  hy  the 
ircasiircf  ii>  favor  of  the  liinic 
ot  Coluniljirt 

Decinvt  note*  and  draughts  rem'd. 
tu  Baitini6re  and  Washinirioii 


On  hand  at  tliis  date 


468,588 
S7,372  Oa 


4,054  63 

77,351   00 
5,490,00 

4,500  CO 

3..*78,710  U3 


525,960  37 

2,752,750  01 

87,311   00 


Balanc".  hcine;  the  amount  assumed  by  the 

bank  as  cash J,865,40y  61 

Bank  United  States,  Dece?)iber21,lBl3. 
VII  I. 
Communication  from  JI'm.  Jones,  esq.  restiecting  C/inric.ston  office. 
Bun'':  of  the  United Stt.les.  Dccrmficr  2^,1S\k. 

SIR.— .\<  a  further  ilhistralinn  of  ih<- ditKcnltieswith  which  the 
bank  of  the  V'nited  Stalis  has  had  tu  conterul  in  its  ititerconrie 
V'ith  thn  staf  bunks,  whose  paper  is  r'eeived  in  payments  due  to 
Ilie  bank,  as  well  as  to  the  UfUted  Stales,  1  deem  it  niy  duty  to  ex- 
hibit to  the  eommittee  of  inquiry  of  the  house  oirnpreseotatives 
of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  prcsidenl  of  the 
office  of  discount  and  di'po«it  at  Chirhston,  dated  the  4(li  inst.  by 
vhicli  you  will  p  neeive  th.' unwarrantable  excitement  and  hosti- 
lity pvoduct'd  by  the  sioiple  demand  of  a  pJirt  of  the  very  larfje 
liaiaiiees  which  have  been  sufferei!  to  continue,  fro'U  tinieto  tine, 
on  the  books  of  tlie  ofiic-  againvt  the  banks  in  that  place,  under  the 
assurances  of  those  banks,  and  of  the  late  president  of  the  oilU--, 
that  they  wereatall  times  rtady  to  pay  the  amount  on  demand  in 
specie. 

As  the  temporary  vault  of  the  office  of  discouirt  and  deposit, 
was  inadequate  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  specie,  the  deniaud  has 
lieen  suspended,  until  the  urgent  circumsta-TCT^ftlilch  iudnced 
the  report  of  thecommitlee  on  the  state  ot  the  bank,  on  the  30th 
of  October  last,  retid.Ted  it  indispensable.  The  Charleston  banks,_ 
liave  never  h^-en  charged  with  interest  on  the  lar^e  balances  eon 
stantly  owing  by  them,  because  the  amount  was  considerei!  as 
lieUI  in  safe  keepini;;  for  the  Iwnk  of  the  United  States;  andal- 
ihouijli  th-y  have  for  a  Ion;;  time  enjoyed  the  gratuitous  use  of 
liom  5  to  800,000  dollars  of  th.-  capital' of  the  hank  of  th'- United 


States,  they  are    now  unwilliag  to   relinquish  this  siMirce  of  pain  

jiot  that    the  payment  will    compel  them  to   press  tlif-ir   debtors  i  dose  ours,  and  be  led  in  an  awkward  pi- dieament. 


(Copy.) 
Offtrc  of  discount  and  delmsi! .Charleston.  -Mli  Dec,  1818. 
To  tl-e  f>re.-;,lcii/  and  directors  of  the  bun/:  of  tl:t  United  State), 

OF.N  I  LK.MRX,— We  recrive-l  your  ilitfirent  ns^miiioas  through 
ourcishier,  and  pr  ■vided  to  tie- utmost  of  our  ab-liiy  for  Iheirnc- 
eiition:  we  have  sMi;>[>ed  100.000  d  illais.  in  Siieci^,  1 1  Sivamtah 
liiaticli.  and  are  now  shipping  150,000  dollars  to  you,  in  the 
G-  ortjia  I'ack'  t. 

The  r.  inainder  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  Savannah 
branch,  we  will  provide  in  bills  of  eNehaiiE;e,  ami  such  other  cre- 
ilits  in  Ge(M;ii,  gs  will  satisfy  lhein,>iiid  greatly  reti  v ;  ii«.  The 
safely  o!  the  insliiution  being  the  paramount  cunsiH-ratinn  «« 
have  informed  th -m.  that  the  ba'ance  cannot  be  seiit  iiKpecir. 

The  appr-heiHi.ii!  of  dranglits  for  specie,  for  the  Kast  Indii 
trade,  ami  the  S|iecii!ations  of  brokers  and  oth-ri,  ohh?'>(lthe 
banks  generally  to  reduce  their  discounts,  at  a  time  when  a  lat^ 
proportion  of  their  funds  were  instock  notes:  onr notice tulh-o, 
that  they  must  reduce  their  balances,  and  that  w  wmil  I  call  fur 
specie,  iiureas-d  the  alarn,  and  your  recent  draughts  have  con. 
pleted  thi- pniiic.  The  calls  lor  money  were  increased  by  thy  cur- 
rent of  busi  ess,  which, at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  inerchiMi 
of  gnat  respectabilitv.  accustomed  to  draw  and  redraw  for  fiin4i 
to  purchase  our  produce,  are  now  embarrassed  hy  their  accrp- 
tanc-s.  Tliis  want  of  available  funds  is  ioercas'd  by  reaction,  for 
the  ])lanter  b-  ing  unable  to  sell  his  crop,  the  merchant  is  tlictchjr 
disappointed  in  his  well  founded  fxpeciatlon  of  payoiiiil  for  Crc. 
diis  and  advances:  so  that  merchants,  plaiiteri  and  tradesiiieii,  are 
all  pressi'ig  Ib-ir  applications  to  us,  with  such  iinpurtuaity  UiK 
they  cani.ot  be  resisted,  although  we  had  resolved  that  ^&.t- 
counts  should  every  Wiek  be  less  tiian  the  receipts. 

These  embarrassments  are  all  charged  to  us;  We  are  accused  of 
hostility  to  the  otiier  ha;, ks,  and  of  oppressive  draughts  on  thffli 
for  their  specie  capital:  the  sensation  excited,  is  great,  in  pro|m(. 
tioii  to  the  wants  and  disappointments  of  each  individual:  llie 
olherbanks  encourage  tli^  impression,  and  we  und-rstaiiil  thit 
tlie  bank  of  the  state  will  apply  to  the  legislature,  nowinicnioo, 
to  tax  or  ntht  rwise  eivibarrass  us. 

Besides  this,  the  solvency  of  some  houses,  otherwise  saffj  be- 
comes questionable;  and  the  banks,  if  call -d  too  hastily  for  specie, 
will  no  doubt  unite  to  refiis",  and  rely  on  the  confidence  of  the 
community  as  iheir  shield.  In  thise«tremity  of  the  uiiiDii.  ttitrels 
reason  to  fear  tliat  they  would  be  shielded,  as  happened  duriuj  the 
late  war. 

If  your  resolntion  in  such  a  contingency,  must  be  enffirceil, 
w4iat  would  be  the  consequence?  There  is  no  other  circulatin); 
nietlium;  very  few  of  our  notes  ar^  seen  here,  and  dollars  arc  iiot 
to  b- had  at  any  pnce.  Neith-r  payment  nor  deposit  csn  hein«Je 
j  witli  us;  our  deposits  would  be  withdraw-),  and  the  otii'  r  h«iik( 
I  strengthened  by  them.  They  being  r-lieved  hy  the  stand  assuinMl, 
Cat  least  fir  a  time.)  will  resHine  their  iliseou'nts,  while  we  muil 


hut  to  sell  their  funded  debt,  or  other  stocks,  upon  which  they  are  | 
also  drawing  an  int-rest. 

The  statement  bonk,  to  which  I  l)eg  leave  to  invite  your  atten- 
tion, will  show,  that  the  situation  of  the  offie.-  at  that  place  has, at  ' 
all  times,  been  better  than  any  other:  ami  that  its  ample  means  of 
accommodation  have  been  extended,  with  uithoimdcd  liberality  to 
the  state  banks.  Yet,  as  you  will  perc-ive  by  the  letter  of  the  pn- 
sid'-ntof  the  office, they  have  menaced  the  bankwitb  their  efforts 
to  excite  the  state  legislature  to  tax  the  otfic-^.  I'iiis.in  all  pro- 
liability,  has  neen  attempted.as  '.'jq  piihlie  announc-  the  prompt 
rejection  of  a  proposition  to  that  enligbtentd  body  for  that  pur- 
pose. Their  groniidless  resentment  will  not  iivert  the  ilirectors  |  Letter  of  the  president  of  the  United  States''  bnnk,in  anrieerHi'- 
of  the  bank  of  the .  United  Stat' s  from  a  steady  perseverance  in  i  quiries  resj/ectiu);  the  jjaymcnt  of  notes  nfihe  hank  nnd  itx  offca. 
their  duty  to  the  public  and  the  institutioir,  nor  from  the  liberal  |  Bank  of  the  United  Steles,  Deccniher  'WA  '^J»- 

course  ofcoiiduct   which  has,  at  all  times,   marked  its  infrcourse        SIR,— To  the  interrogatories  pat  to  me  in  your  letter  olioelltll 
with  the  state  batiks  wheiievi  r  it  could  be  indulg.d  without  sacri- 1  instant,  I  l.ave  the  honor  to  reply: 

ficing  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  the  ccrj/oiatioo,  ior  tie-  bene-  j      To  the  first:  That   in  no   instance  within  my  knowM.^e  M^i^ 
lit  of  a  particular  eooimnnity,  whether  of  baiiks,  or  ofiiidividoals.  j  any  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  been  refused  P^)'™*";. 
power  of  taxing  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  is,  fortunately, 


There  is  no  want  of  stability  in  any  of  the  banks;  they  holilt 
large  amount  of  funded  and  other  stock,  and  possess  the  enure 
confidence  of  the  community.  We  liehcve  they  only  wint  i  lil- 
tie  time  for  the  resources  of  the  country  to  unfold  thrmseltB. 
for  money  to  be  sent  from  abroad  to  purchase  our  produce,  »nd 
enable  them  to  reduce  their  discounts.  In  the  mean  t ime,  a liKle 
forbearance  would  prevent  much  mischief. 

With  much  respect  and  esteem,  I  remain  voiir  humble  ier»«nt 
[Signed]         JOS'li,  .fOHNSO.V,  Frcs't.  fin.  tem- 

IX. 


Th  . 
not  in  tlie  hands  of  its  ungenerous  jivals;  but  that  ot  suspending 
specie  payoients  they  have  alread\  exercised  with  impunity;  and 
thi-  Worst  feature  in  the  l-.tter  of  ttK  president  of tlit  office,  is  the 
intimation  thatthf-y  may  probaMy  suspend  specie  payments. 

Till- last  statem- lit  from  the  office- at  Charleston,  of  the  8th  inst. 
aftirth-  draughts  had  b-^'ii  inadewliich  produe-d  the  excitement, 
exhibits  an  aggri-gate  balanc  -  against  the  banks  of  that  place,  of 
upwards  of  600,000  dollars,  iiicludiiig  their  notes  on  hand  * 

Von  will  please  ob8i.rve,  sir.  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
balances  (including  notes)  du- by  the  Charleston  hanks,  on  the 
lOth  of  November,  when  theresoluiinn  of  the  30  «f  October  reach- 
ed the  office,  was  742,462  44  dollars;  and  the  statenient  of  the  8th 
inst.  exhibits  p.  similar  balance  of 'iU,s!()b  96;  tlieexciteinrnt  nuist, 
therefore,  have  been  prodiu-i d  by  draughts  of  not  more  than 
3j0..S(i5  50,out  of  (he  larg 
ol  November,  to  the  10th  Deceuilier,  instant 


in  specie,  when  demanded  at  the  place  designated  in  the  body  Oj 
the  note  according  to  the  obligation  th.-reiu  e.-spress  il;  '"'fl  'fv 
notes  of  the  corporation  made  payable  at  the  bank  in  Pniwacr 
pliia,  and  at  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  severally,  h«" 
been  refused  payment  in  spieie.  when  demanded,  where  |«)" 
nieiit  was  not  obligatory,  "according  to  the  contract,  proinise.w 
undertaking  thenin  expressed."  . 

Ih-  reasons  for  such  refusal,  are  to  be  found  in  the  »'"™".'' 
derived  from  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation.  iM'" 
manifest  impossibility  of  proviling  for  the  indi«criniiiiater«le"'r 
tion  of  the  hills  of  the  corporation,  at  nineteen  distinct  plscei,eiii> 
hrati-ng  tlie  extremes  of  the  union.  ,     ■ 

Toihesec.md:    That  notes  of  the  bank  have  been  "^""^^ 
ceptaneeas  private  deposits,  and  in  pavraeiit  of  (!ebts  due  to 

II  by  the  hank  as  the   offices  generally,  m  c»«''    "Z, 
'  oiiiise  ol  psTioeni 


bank,  as  well  by 


balancr  first  inenti-.mcd,  from  the  lOtll  ',  the  not-s  thus  offered,  have  not  contained  the  P"  ■  ^-^,j 

at  the  place  where  the  same  may  have  been  presonteo:    to  rea» 


This  statement  of  facts  is   respectfully    submitted,  in  order  to     them  on  deposit,  is  an  engagement  to  pay  that  '''^""''  '['  'J^J 
covri  ct  the  misrepresentations,  wbieli  are  industriously  disseu.iiiat-    and  to  receive  them  in  payment  of  debts    due  to  the  DaiiK.      ^. 


cd,  in  ri-spectlo  the  conduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  iu 

its  intercourse  with  state  institutions. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  8ic.  W.  JOtiRS,  president, 

'[he  hiin.  J.  C.  Silencer. r/iairninn  of  therommiltee  of  cncjninj. 


•BalauccSjiiKluiliiig  u.nes,  due  the  oHices,per  statements: 

181U.      " 


August 

4,     601,000 

September 

1,     865,000 

October 

1,     931,000 

November 

3,     740,000 

Dtcenibei- 

1,     735,000 

5)2,881000 

Average    776,200 

produce  the  same    ettect' indirectly,  for  it  debtor   *""''' yfuj'^, 
debt  to  the  bank  in  those  notes,  in  preference  to  the  l»c»n 
which   he  might  possess.  i  -     i   .h  cilrt 

For  th<;  ciremnstanees    under  which  the  refusal  m  ™'^'^^^^  | 

'1 
Mardi 


took  [ilace,  and  liir  furth-r  veascms  in  support  of  the  "J^^  '^i 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  copy  ol  a  l.tter  '''>"'  T^ 
of  the  office  of  discount  anddeposil  at  Boston,  on  ""■.',''  „. 
last,  when  that  board  came  to  the  resolution  of  decliiunKf 
ccive  the  southern  hills  of  the  corporation:  also,  to  lliej  Y"  ^^ 
oommitlee  on  the  slate  of  the  bank,  which  ^a !  adoptra  ;  ^^ 
boar!  of  directors,  and    entered  on  the  minutes  on  tl»e  /» 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great   >espec«' 'i^ 'O"''. '-rffrt. 
servant.  W  M.  JON  ^^,'7  J"; 

The  hgn.  J.  C.  Spencer,  chairman  of  ihc  (;oinnii(((e  ojenp  * 
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/Copy.)  Boston,  MmrhWfh.    818. 

SIR— i'ht- directors  of  the  branch  baiilc  in  Boston,  pncoiirage'i 
tiy  the  ivlation  wliich  tiny  stoml  to  tin  liank  of  the  Uiiile<l  Stat,  s, 
hav -now  in-octH-tled  in  business  mure  thai  one  year.  It  bus  li  en 
known  to  the  pai-  rt  bank,  that  the  diivciors  of  this  iiistitntion 
have  bern  united  in  the  opinion,  tliat  there  w  ,s  not  appropriated 
to^this  branch,  an  aiVqiiste  capiial  to  meet  those  grent  and  irnpor- 
tsnt  ohjeow  which  « .r-  expected  from  it.  Wb.  n  a  bank  like  tnat 
of  the  Uuited  Slat' s,  with  an  adequat  ■  capit  il.  is  set  in  upeix. 
tioii, and  puts  info  circulation  its  paper,  r-'deeniubb'  at  ditf  rent 
jilai'f*  by  its  branches,  undt-r  theid-a  that  the  general  issue  of  all 
iK  fiaper  is  lobe  responded  to  at  each  place,  it  w>)u!d  seem  to 
follow  irresistably,  that  to  eeet  these,  demands  should  lerehitn-ly 
and  proporlionutely  ilistributrd;  if  however  evidence  were  coinjjt- 
tciil  to  this  (wliich  may  b;-  donbi.  il)  .lany  important  consequen- 
ces would  follow,  in  the  equalization  of  exchanije,  convenir■nc^  in 
intercourse,  and  other  wants  hip;lily  beueiicial  to  the  eommuiiity. 
The  ioiportance  ofthis  groat  system,  as  well  as  the  dang.rs  that 
would  follow  from  wantui  success,  have  given  a  high  degree  of  in- 
'terest  to  the  experiment 

Tht-ri-luctant  departure  from  this  system  is  first  with  us  and 
we  are  desirous  to  sliow  what  our  state  and  means  were,  that  th- 
directors  of  the  national  hank,  may  have  the  materials  for  juilging 
Irom  what  causes  it  was  procteded,  and  under  what  circuinstaoces 
it  can  again  he  recurred  to,  if  ev  r.  We  hope  to  be  excused  if  in  v- 
marking  on  the.  causes  which  lead  to  this,  our  oiservarioDs  app  ar 
partial  or  limited.  We  suggest  them  from  a  sense  of  duty.  In 
pving  them  just  weight  with  your  general  and  more  extensive 
knowledge,  we  trust  some  utility  may  be  derived  from  experience, 
and  the  ben  fit  of  the  institution  promoted.  It  would  be  a  '  iiricnlt 
thing  in  the  short  compass  of  a  letter,  to  say  what  the  capital  of 
thebranahin  Bostonis.  Their  discounts  are  short  of  900,00'  f'ols. 
and  yet  such  is,  and  has  been  their  situation,  tliat-wiili  a  vast  faci- 
lity, and  aid  of  the  stite  hanks.  the\  hav.-notbee^>  able  to  main- 
tain tbeir  credit  without  th  ■  greatest  dilRculty.  Ifthewiole  sum 
dhcounted  were  capital.  We  should  doubt  its  adequacy  lo  the  pro- 
posal useful  objects  of  the  bank  But  when  placed  in  its  due  rela- 
tion to  the  sum  discounted,  it  would  prnbably  by  this  rule,  consist 
of  little  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  ev.  ry  other  estimation 
vouldmakeit  much  less,  and  it  wouhl  appt-ar  frooi  a  subjoined 
statement,  th«t  its  amount  w  is  no  more  iban  2 10.000  dolhirs.  This 
would  give  this  branch  l-175tli  part  of  the  pr<-9»  nt  national  capi- 
tal, the  whole  sum  discoiiHttd,  if  to  be  considered  capital,  would 
be  but  about  one  thirty  fifth  part. 

The  old  bank  of  the  United  Slates  allowed  to  the  Boston  branch 
about  one  fourt-enth,  and  this  with  very  limited  operations. 

We  may  consider  tliis  place  as  one  entl  of  a  great  balance,  rest- 
ing on  a  common  centre,  the  pan  lit  bank.  If  great  emissions  of 
paper  fake  place  at  the  olh-  r  extrem' ,  there  must,  of  course,  be 
a  counterpoise  here;  many  facts  will  show  this  not  to  have  been 
the  case,  nor  shall  We  say,  that  this  difficult  .idjustmeiii  is  praciica- 
llle.  When  the  state  banks  Wi  !■••  diseounting  here,  though  not 
largely,  this  branch  called  in  from  its  debtors,  about  thirty  i>er 
tent,  regularly,  this  placed  them  in  a  bi  tt  r  slat. ;  by  reducing 
their  sums  discounted  considerably,   they   acquiied   a   balance  a- 


Uednct  nores  of  this  ofHce  /tttived,  forming 
part  o    said  balance,         .... 

Deduct  notes  of  the  n:npni  bank  and  branch- 
es, redeemed  at  this  office,        ... 


To  which  may  be  added,  the  bills  of  this 
branch,  which  ;iay  have  been  redeemed 
by  tlK  other  branches,  suppose 


558,000 
30J,530 


—  8fi?,53(> 

163,235 

47.000 
Doth.  £10,23.1 


Report  ofcomnvMcr  recommrmtlng  rrsolufinn  to  rrftiir  kmimtJit  cfnotc 
of '/if    'rim:,  ii/il  ilirtrtinx  "Jfice-'i  to  do  tfw  timt: 

At  a  meeting  of  tli^-  jnesidcnt  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  Uu- 
(ed  Stales:  August  ^'.S   ISiS-      • 

Present:— W,  Jones,  President, 

Messrs.  Butler.        <'onl^■lly,        U  ilston.        Price.         Bohlen. 
Lei|)er,        K\;ii.s,  M-Enen.  .      tiavage, 

Gnddari.      Se -g  ant,        Lipiiencntt.    Lisle, 

The  com  oittee  on  the  slate  ofthe  banks,  in  eo'  tinuation  of  theii 
report  on  the  20th  .Inly  last,  having  niatu: -h  reilected  upo  i  the  par- 
tial circulation,  and  quick  return  of  the  bills  of  the  carporatio.i  up- 
on the   bank,  and  sncb  of  itsoliices  as  the  course  of  eNchanjf.  the 
facility  of  converiin?-  the.ii  iino  StHcie,  for  exportation,  and  the  con- 
venience of  adetJiitniers  111  ly  induce,  respectfully  repiesen':   'bat  a 
retrosjiecf  of  the  nnnagenieiit  of  the  bank,  under  ihe  (ii.Jicultie.s 
which  have  attended  it*  li;il>ililv,  for  the  payment  in  sipcie  ..f  the 
bills  of  slate  banks,  received  on  de;io»it,  hot!i  in  piiiilic  and  ;''.ivate, 
and  in  ]ia>  laent,  as  weilof  Lii.'lividual  bills   and  notes.   tiiT.s  oiited 
from  place  to  place,  f 't  colleelion.  as  for  debts  due  to  the  ha  k,  and 
for  the  draughts  of  tlie  bank,  and  its  offices,  recii)rocaliy  at  i<yr.  af- 
fords a  iiple  evidence  of 'he  liberality  and  pu  lie  spirit  of  us  iiKasiaes, 
as  the  'brbeavnijee  of  .he  I'irection  with  the  numerous  state  banks 
its  debtors,  does  of  the  cofiViliatory  policy  by  wlneh  the  institniioti, 
lias  been  governeil;  that  this  course  was  in  the  coiii.iie'Ke/ue.'tl  of  lb..* 
operations  of  t!ie  banks,  iiidisnensaMe  to  ibe  ge.ieral  '.■esniuption  of 
specie   pay;ne'  ts  liv  llie  prineip.il  slate  ba'iks.  and  the  r  Juctiim  of 
tbeexcessivediTerei.ee  in  iht  exeiiaage  betwvn  the  cities  ia  wliicli 
they  are  located;  that  with  the  sanic  vie  v,  the  bank  :ind  its  bianehes, 
(with  the  discretionary  exceotion  of  those  at  New  Orleans.  S;iva;!:iah, 
and  Chaile  ton.  and  recenfh  that  at  Boston.)  have  received  ilie  bills 
of  the  corporation  indi-ciiminalely.  without  regard  to  iheobjtctor 
plice  of  payment;  that   in  order  to   invigorate  and  confirm  pnlilie 
confidence,  and  to  facilitate  t!ie  conimereial  inte'course  of  'he  Union  , 
at  large,  the  same  course  has  Ixen  continiud,  and  the  five  western 
ufiices  have  fifrnisbed  diauglits  on  the  bauks  and   its  eastern  ofiices, 
at  a  iritling  premium,  ahogether  inadequate  to  ilie  specie obiigaiions, 
which   these  diauohts  iinnoie,    or    the  real  ditl'.reiiee  of  exchange 
against   the  placKs  in  wblcli  they  are  located;  that,  notwitJistaiding 
this  cheaii  and  convenient  mode  of  rcimt'ai'ce,  the  i>ills  of  tJie  cor- 
poration, instead  of  circulifing  as  a  cinreiicy  are  co  v.  rted  iiiio  a 
medium  ol' equal  exchaige.  piyalile  at  sight,  in   any   >f  theeaster:i 
nd'-rs  the:n 


cities,  because  this  quaiiiy  lend'-rs  then  more  valuable  tliau  any 
gainst  the  other  hanks  for  a  few  days,  but  this  on|  j  induced  a  call  !  otlier  cnviency  in  genera  I  circulation,  imd  -.is  the  course  of  exchange 
Irom  the  slate  banks  of  tluinhhlors;  th.-  result  is,  that  as  they  I  is  constantly  adverse  to  the  western  cuuniry.  an  ample  coin)ieii- 
operate  upon  tbtir  whole  system,  immediately,  as  it  were,  by  its  j  sation  for  the  risk  of  miscarriage,  is  found,  in'  the  neans  hey  every 
trangibility,  they  have  a  reniedj'.  But  this  branch  has  not  merely  •  w  here  alVord  of  a  prompt  par  le'nittaece  to  any  part  of  the  Union; 
Sts  want  of  sufiicient  capital  to  cope  with,  but  the  mass  of  pajier  j  that  the  influx  of  tliese  bills,  and  others  from  the  south,  at  tM  hank 
thrown  out  at  an  opposite  extreme  to  providefor,  of  which  it  can-  i  and  its  ofllces  at  New  York  and  Boston,  has  been  at  times  so  suorien, 
not,  in  any  case,  have  the  wished  for  information.  l:i  times  of ,  and  of  such  magnitude  as  to  produce  serious  inconvenience,  tx-cau.se 
pressure,  these  things  are  tested,  and  a  recent  OMcnrreiie.-  will  show  |  it  is  as  impossible  to  estimate  at  iu\y  time,  the  anionnt,  or  anticipate 
now  extensive  their  opeiations  may  be.  On  Monday  lastj  thf  hank  j  tlu- point  at  w'.ich  payment  may  he  demanded,  as  it  is  to  coni[ire- 
nadeno  discuniit  to  be  mentioned,  nor  had  they  so  done  for  ma-  j  Iieiul  tbe  probable  extent,  and  diir.ition  of  their  circulation,  while 
Tly  weeks  previous' they  had  a  balance  of  9  3, 000  dolls,  against  the  ]  tbey  aniad  the  best  medium  of  evehaiige,  and  fiicilitate  as  tin  ^  are 
other  hanks  in  town,  and  in  specie,  about  2i,n00  dollars.  Tuesday  |  ni-ade  to  do.  the  pernicious  v,lioIesa'ii.  traffic  in  specie,  by  eoipoiaie 
took  from  them  about  30,000  dollars, and  Wednesday,  about  50,000  ■  us  well  as  private  dealers;  that  were  it  not  for  the  deluge "oi  si>iai.)0« 
dollars;  and  it  followed  that  as  a  great  proportioi  of  this  is  in  |  bank  paper,  whii  h  has  vitiated  the  morals,  and  driven  from  ciicnla- 
southern  bills,  produced  by  the  scarcity  of  money  her*-,  and  ill  itfect  tioii  the  lawful  cunency  oftlit  couitry.  it  is  reasonable  tocoecind- 
of  the  existing  circulation  or  balance  trad.,  this  must  produce, by  j  that  the  facilities  and  .idvant.-ige,  wliicii  the  bank  of  the  United 
■what  is  equivalent  to  mathematical  denionstration.  a  demand  States  has  aiforded.  and  the  peculiar  value  in  a  conimerii-,i  view, 
■which  the  specie  of  the  bank,  and  its  biilance  against  all  the  other  ;  imparttKl  to  tbe  bills  of  ihe  eoriioration  by  the  certain  currency, 
banks  in  the  town,  would  not  hall  discharge.  i  and  ready  eonversion  into  specie,  ;^t  Its    nuiiierons  offices,  could  not 

This  has  induced  the  calling  a  special  meeting  ofthe  directors,  ]  have  failed  to  enhnnce  the  reiiiii:  'ion  am',  iecnase  the  utility,  (i  cw. 
totakeinto  consideration  the  stale  ofthe  bank:  andalthuiigh  the    laf  ion,  and  profit  of  llieinstitni  ion;  but  uiilianpiiy  forihecountrs,  tb.- 


alternative  is  most  painful  to  them,  and  will  disappoint  tbe  di 
lectors  ofthe  parent  hank,  as  well  as  public  txp.  ctatiou;  still  the 
experiment  has  been  continued,  till  the  institution  is  on  the  verge  ■ 
of  a  failure,  to  fulfil  its  most  important  and  essential  duties,  and 
they  are  compelled  to  decline  receiving  the  southern  bills,  at  least 
for  the  present,  ltispresuuied.no  doubt  can  he  had,  that  unchr 
existing  circumstance:.,  the  experiment  had  been  su/ficiently 
tried.  The  only  fiar  of  the  directors  is,  that  with  more  than 
300,(300  dollars  interest  to  pay  on  the  first  of  April  next,  to  the  ' 
public  creditors,  they  have  too  tar  yielded  their  julgment  tn  those 


reveisi  of  all  these  have  been  f  li  to  an  ii^jurious  degree;  an-.i.  there  - 
fotc,  prurit  nee  appears  to  reqiiiie.  and  duty  to  tlie  piilirie,  as  well  !» 
the  corpoiation,  to  demand,  a  change  of  system,  by  which  the  rights 
and  innnunities  of  the  insiiiiition  may  be  tairlv  enjoyeri,  and  its  utili- 
ty extended  without  hazaiding  its  capital,  or  impairing  its  just  pco- 
lits  bv  un.vasonable  atiil  usehss  sacnliees. 

Under  t  ese  impresMons  vour  committee  respectfully  reco:nmend 
the  adoption  m*  the  fiillowimr  ii  solution^: 

Ke.ioizrd.   That  all  the  ofRoes  of  this  bank  fnttbwith  cea=e  to  pay 

,_     ^     _   _   ,  _     -.,      o  or  receive  in  [laynient,  or  on  I'eno.it.  any  bill  or  noKs  of  thb- eorpo- 

who  saw,  in  the  equalization  of  exchange.  b\  the  gtneial  ctivreii-  ,  ration,  other  than  tiiose  which  are  specially  made  payable  at  tbe  sai'l 
cy  of  the  bills  of  the  parent  bank,  a  favorite  the.oi'j,  but  too  exten-  .  ofiices,  resiiecfively.  unless  the  same  shall  be  tendered  in  payiiieiai 
•ive,  as  we  far,  to  be  carried  into  praiticaKtf  cf.  due  to  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  directors  will  avail  themselves  j  Stc.  1.  That  the  sold  ofiices,  resp.  otive'y.  cea«e  to  receive  anil 
of  every  mean  of  support  in  their  power,  and  ba>e  to  request  transmit  to  this  bank,  or  anv  of  its  oflic:  s.anv  bill  or  note  for  coUee- 
such  aid  of  the  general  dirK^tors,  as  their  ability  may  enable  them  tion.  uidrss  the  paviv  deposunig  the  same  shall  :\gree  to  acc-.pt  pay- 
to  afford,  and  the  critical  situation  of  this  institution,  so  strikingly  nient  -.u  the  plice  of  eolleciun  crunl.  ss  tl'eufiiee  shall  find  it  cunve- 
and  imperiously  require.  nient  to  rcrf:vc.  pi:  i  the  party  depositing  ;h    siinc  shall  agree  to  al- 

I  have  the  hunur  to  be,  with  much  respect,  ynur  most  obedient  low  a  reasonable  co  nneiisat'on  for  reniinieg  the  amount  to  ihe  offic!^ 
servant,  (Signed)        WM.  GKAY.  Prcst.        where  such  bill  ov  note  shall  have  been  depesiteii;  liut  it  v.ill  be  vh" 

__  Perortleroftliedirerfun;  dot}  of  the  o!Tices  to  decline  reviving  bills,   or  dringlits.  forc<illec. 

Thehon.  IPVliam  Jones,  liresiiknt  ofthe  bankU.  S.  Pluladdphia.  .  tion,  when  it  may  be  considered  incw;!rpMtible  with  liis;  Interest  ol  tbe 

oiaiement  accomprtnying  coi)ij  of  thd  Idler  of  Il'itlicm  Gray,  president        Sec.  3.  That  the  said  oiliccs-.  forthw kb  cease  to  <!rav\  on  this  hmlc, 
,_  of  the  Boston  Office,  of  i9tfi  March,  1818.  I  or  on  each  other,  unless  for  tbe  proceeds  of  bills  or  notes  fijiinded  on 

Saijnee  to  credit  of  the  bank  .".ud  branches,  -  1,025,705  |  ler.!  bti  siuts>  tiausuctioiis,  ;;iiJ  purchased  at  the  ctartnt  rate  of  e;.- 
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chnnije,  exclusive  of  tlie  discount  for  the  tiinc  the  same  may  havf  to 
run,  which  must  not  exceed  120  day^,  imluding  the  time  reqnii-cd  to 
transmit  by  mail  any  such  bill  or  note,  to  the  jiliice  at  whicli  the  •.nine 
shall  Ik;  payable,  unless  :i  |jrtmiiim,  ei|uivaleiit  at  least  to  the  t  xpcnse, 
risk,  and  loss  o!"  lime  incmied  in  triiiiiuiitting  specie  to  llie  bank  or 
the  ottice,  (as  the  case  may  oe,)  on  which  ^ueh  diauijht  may  be  drawn, 
shall  he  allowed  lor  the  same;  and  provided  that  the  otiices  west  of 
the  mountains,  confine  their  exchange  operations  t,.  eastern  bills,  or 
bills  payable  at  New  Orleans,  and  draw  on  tJie  bank  and  iis  oftices 
only,  tor  the  procitds  ihereot'.  and  for  iio  other  obj<  ct.* 

•  liule  by  the  comnntfef  oflhc  li.use  vJ'Repracntaiives.    The  above 
resolutions  wert  adojilcd  by  the  board. 
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ij'Mccliamcal  conv'-nience  hai  compelled  ua  to  place 
A'o,  Xn  after  J\'o.  XIV. 

xni 

Resfiecting  Bnllimo  e  discouvts  and  draughts, 
Jjaiilc  nf  ihe  Unit'ul  Stales,  .hine  27th,  1818. 

Sill— The  boird  oFiiirectors,  tvking-  into  consi. 
cJcraiion  Ihe  uiiUquiclaled  b.siances  flue  to  the  bank 
of  tlie  Unitet]  S'.aies  by  tiie  b;inks  of  this  city,  Ba|. 
timore,  and  l!ie  dislncl  of  Columbia;  the  large  ba- 
l.nces  due  to  and  rapidly  i  .creasing'  in  favor  of  the 
br-inch  and  banks  in  New  York,  for  wliich  it  is  &b. 
soiiuely  necessary  to  provide;  the  low  state  of  the 
specie  and  individual  deposits  at  your  office,  aad 
thcmagniludi?  of  your  discounts,  atid  those  at  this 
bunk,  as  well  as  for  Baltimore  as  tliis  place,  and 
the  very  inadequate  and  disprop^rtioned  amount  of 
discounts  to  wliich  the  office  of  New  York  has  been 
res'.ric  ed  in  consequence  of  the  daily  and  excessiv* 
draughts  from  yoiir  ofnce  and  this  bank  which  has 
become  the  subject  of  just  animadversion,  has  di- 
recied  nie  to  c nnmunicate  to  your  boird  the  io- 
j'!:ction  of  the  parent  board  to  restrict  your  fuUire 
discounts  to  an  amount  which  shall  not  exceed  tJie 
actu.!  a  iiount  which  niay  be  discounted  at  yuur 
offi<  e  ov  the  receipt  of  cliis  letter. 

1  h.'tve  the  honor  to  be,  with  i.Teat  respect,  sir, 
your  ohd't  sei  v't,  W  JONES,  preside. 

James  .1.  lluchaiiuv,  esq. 

president,  office  bunk  f  the  U.  States. 


XIV. 


Letfr  to  the  office  at  A'fw  Yo}k  instructing  not  to 
collect  draughts  for  batiks,  and  ndmitt-ng  thutilhad 
been  impropc'ly  restricted  in  its  uptvatins. 

liaiik  of  the  United  Stnten,  June  23th,  1817. 
Sni— Indi'^pcnsable  avocations  have  postponed 
my  reply  to  your  Ictier  of  the  21st,  ur.d  as  misap- 
prehensions appear  to  exist,  in  regard  to  the  ope- 
rations of  exc'.  ange,  as  intended  to  be  con  '.ucted 
by  the  ba'>kof  tlie  United  States  and  its  offices, an 
exposition  of  the  views  of  tlie  board  of  directors 
on  that  subject,  may  prevent  any  future  miscon- 
ception, and  serve  as  a  rule  for  future  operations. 

The  two  CHses  wjiich  you  appear  to  consider  as 
pprfecdy  analagous  are,  in  the  view  of  the  board, 
not  only  distinct,  but  entirely  opposite  in  tlieir  na- 
ture and  eftVcts.  I:  never  has  been  in  the  contem- 
pla  ion  of  this  board,  to  furnish  to  the  state  banks 
all  the  faciliucs  of  exciiaiige,  and  the  means  of  ex- 
tending tlieir  credit  and  circulation,  while  the 
bank  and  its  offices  alone  should  undertake  ihein- 
v.dious  task  of  demanding,  ai  d  the  expense  and 
risk  of  ira'.isporiing  specie,  to  liquidate  the  l)«- 
linces  which  these  very  facilities  would  create  be- 
tween tiie  state  b»iiks,  and  always  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  bank  of  the  Unitec!  Slates,  for  neither  the 
bank  nor  its  offices  would  be  made  tiie  medium  of 
coiieciion,  viiere  money  was  most  in  demand.  An 
accommodation  of  this  nature  would  enable  the 
s'ate  banks  to  extend  to  their  customers  all  the 
facilities  and  advantages  in  exchange,  which  the 
b:u.k  of  the  United  Slates  could  do;  remove  the 
inducement  whicli  good  customers  would  other- 
wise have,  to  give  ihe  bank  and  iis  offices  the  pre- 
ference; and  liius  the  slate  b.inks  would  escape 
the  odium,  cxptMise  and  trouble  of  supplyi'ig  'he 
en.  ire  specie  demand,  and  fix  them  upon  the  bank 
of  the  Uiiilfd  Slates. 

The  stale  bai  ks  have  the  ready  means  of  collect- 
ing the  dv-bts  v.hicii  may  accrue  among  them  by 
t'.eir  own  oj)traiions,  and  there  is  no  reason,  eiiher 
in  equity  t^r  policy,  why  t!ie  bank  of  tlie  United 
States  shoald  be  m.ide  the  u'ip(;j)'dar  instrument 
of  tlxeir  convenience.     11"  it  is  their  policy,  or  theif 
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interest,  to  establish  a  reciprocal  credit  they  are 
bound  to  provi  le  tlie  meai>s  of  reirnbursement. 

The  real  object  of  tbe  b  ink  of  the  Uniteil  St:UPS, 
IS  to  supply  the  individual  demands  for  exci  ange; 
to  aflbrd  the  merchant  the  means  of  remiuing 
witliout  loss;  and,  by  facilities  and  advantaj^es 
which  he  cajmot  obtain  elsewhere,  to  make  it  his 
interest  to  transact  iiis  business  with  the  bank  and 
its  offices.  Y-nir  board  will  therefore  be  pleased 
in  future  to  decline  receiving  for  collection,  tlie 
draugli'.s  or  checks  of  the  barks  in  your  city,  upon 
the  banks  in  othsr  cities,  until  otuervyise  authori- 
zed ^y  ti.is  board. 

It  is  not  necessary  again  to  refn'  to  the  unfavora- 
ble effect  which  the  indul{;;ent  con'btruction  of  the 
articles  of  the  compact,  in  rej^ard  to  tl>e  checks  of 
your  banks  on  those  of  this  city  and  Baltimore,  sub- 
sequently to  the  adjustment  of  the  primitive  balan 
ces,  has  produced,  or  indeed  to  any  other  part  of 
the  compact,  as  it  will  expire  on  ll>e  30ih  iustani: 
noi'  can  it  be  useful  to  enter  mto  a  discussion  of  the 
propriety  of  discounting  to  the  extent  which  il  is 
■presumed  has  been  done  in  this  place  and  Bilti- 
inore. 

The  board  of  directors,  witli  an  impartial  view  to 
the  interest  of  the  stockholders  at  L^rge,  and  its 
means  of  diffusing  the  benefits  of  tlip  bank,  has 
most  earnestly  desired  to  place  your  office  in  a 
better  siuiation,  but  it  ha^  had  difficulties  of  no 


ordinary  character  to  conend  witl  .  and  I  .tu  per- 
suuied,  the  character  of  your  board  is  too  intelli- 
gent and  liberal  ;a  judge  of  theac'ions  of  this 
board  by  the  local  and  temporary  inconvenience, 
which  the  state  of  ehings,  e.xistir.g  prior  'o  the 
operations  of  thebaiik,  h.id  forced  upon  your  office. 

To  remedy  these  evils  will  be  tbe  steady  pur- 
pose of  the  bc-^rd  of  directors,  and  its  ability  to 
effect  a  favorable  change  cannot  be  doubted. 

You  will  please  to  consider  the  restriction  on  the 
discounts  at  yoor  office  as  re-r.ovfd.  and  until 
otherwise  instructed,  the  discretion  of  the  board 
at  which  yoti  preside,  will  regulate  the  amount  of 
future  discounts:  the  stockholders  in  your  city  are, 
in  common  wih  those  of  every  otUer,  entitled  to 
equal  accommodation. 

On  the  receipt  of  this,  be  pleased  to  send  a  con- 
fidential officer  to  take  charge  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  \^  specie,  which  will  be  prepared 
for  your  uffit  e:  tiiis,  I  presimie,  will  suffice  for  your 
banks  and  we  shall  immediately  press  our  debtor 
banks  to  place  funds  in  New  York,  to  enable  us  to 
pay  offthe  brtlance.  They  (the  banks  in  New  York) 
ought  not  to  forget,  however,  that  this  balance  did 
nni  originate  in  their  claims  upon  the  bank  of  the 
U.'i;ed  States, 

With  grea  respec  ,  I  have  the  honor  to  Hp,  sir, 
youi- obedient  serv\.  W  JO^V.S,  president. 

J.  J.  Astor,  esq.  presi.  OJf.  B.  U.  S.  JVew  Yorh. 


XII. 

Drafts  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Baltimore,  on  the  different  offices,  from  April, 

1317,  to  November,  1818,  inclusive,  viz. 


Since  Oc  .1817** 

AfHOI'llI 

1817. 

Pliiladelphia. 

New-York 

Boston. 

(->t>;er  Brancues 

carried  on^. 

DOLLS 

DOLLS 

DOLLS 

DOLLS 

DOLLS 

April         :         s          :,         : 

152,509 

68,470 

220.979 

May       :          :          :          : 

S00,031 

63.49,3 

263,524 

June          :         :         :         ; 

229,850 

165,i^I4 

65.853 

400,917 

July       :         :         :         : 

253.292 

126,349 

136.413 

516,054 

Aut^ust     :         ;         :         : 

114.162 

143,669 

184,267 

442,098 

September    :         :         : 

776,026 

172,851 

129,736 

1,071,613 

October    :         :         :         : 

297,587 

121.4^9 

64.062 

483,148 

Novevember          :         t 

209,221 

139,291 

81,506 

430,018 

December         :        :        : 

16'!,410 

77,902 

55,050 

297.362 

1818. 

January     :         :         :         : 

2O0.622 

49.792 

33,000 

286,414 

February       :         :         : 

73,024 

28,718 

21  750 

123,492 

March       :         :         :         : 

167,049 

150,417 

15.218 

332,684 

April     ;          :          :          : 

91,434 

25,048 

3.518 

120,000 

May            :          :          :          : 

211,550 

40,981 

6,000 

258  531 

June      :         •.         :         : 

I  271,868 

27,672 

299,540   , 

July            :          :          :          : 

85,000 

14,911 

72 

99.983 

August           :          :          : 

342,124 

1,660 

2,000 

345,784 

September        :         :         : 

140,126 

1,000 

102  60P 

243,726 

October         :         :         ; 

28,000 

10,300 

1,000 

39,300 

November        :         i 

25,812 

181,700 

45,000 

252.512 

1,294,000 

1,294,000 

Totals         :          :          : 

3,684,157 

1,831,514 

1,07:?,'08 

7.881,679 

*i'rior  to  October,  those  drafts  wert:  of  itCiJUfiderable  a.   ou  r,,     ;.  \,  t;ieretore,  WJ^re  no;  noi'   .  i:ie,i; 
after  that  time,  drafts  were  principally  on  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah  and  New  Orleans; 
some 
intended 

XV,  (now  dtsiraiis  of  redeeming  tliat  pledge,  in  order  to  place  it  upon 

Lftters  rcrerreil  to,  in  answer  t»  2(1  question  under  -ith   ^cne7-a/    more  lav.ira'jleandduralilL- ttrnis  in  London,  the  directors  luve, 

head,  rexficcting  the  luan  of  one  million,  effected  in  London  on  a   at  tlieir  request,  a  gr.-'<l  to  iratistiiit  to  y.>u,  ttie  certitifate's  ofthe 
,  pledge  of  stockf  I-------... ..... 


mat  lime,  araiis  were  principally  on  ixiuiMnu.m,  iii-nuuv,  v/na.i^  ^..^,,,  ^^^.,, ..,.  „..vi  ...x. ..  v-.  .^ 

of  the  iargest  amounts  were  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Smith,  cashier  of  the  Bank  United  States,  and 
led  to  reduce  the  balances  against  the  Branch  of  Baltimore,  at  P'.iilade.lphia. 


Bank  of  the  United  Sintis.  March  3d,  1818. 

SIRS,— Bv   this  coaveyanee,  the  c.iihicv-  will  tcaiiscnit  to  you 

's  bill  on  your  huiise  fur  twu   hundred  and  twentytive 

thousanii  jjoiinds  sterling,  piiyable  ninety  days  after  sight,  to  the 
order  otJonathan  boiith,eashii'r  of'the  bank  otthe  United  Stat.  s. 

Tlie  respeetable  drawers  ot  this  bill,  tog.  tlier  with  other  very 
larije  »io2kholders  of  wi^altli  and  standing,  having  obtained  a  iuan 
of  this  bank, on  tde  pledge  of  tcu  thousand  bank  shares,  aad  being 


said  ten  thousanil  shar.s,  in  tlie  nania  oi'  the  tashi.r  oflliis  h.ink, 
1  who  has  executed, and  will  also  transmit  to  you,  along  with  thP, 
siiid  Cerlificates  the  necessary  powers  of  attorney,  and  of  substitu- 
tion to  trunsl'er  the  said  sl)ares,a3  soon  as  the  pu)  uient  of  the  said 
bill  at  maiurity  shall  be  guaranteed  by  your  luci  |)lanee. 

I  undv  rstand  their  oliject  is  to  obtain  a  loan  on  the  said  shares  at 
the  parvilue  thereos.  and  witlmui  d  rigatin),-  fro.ua'iy  ..tberspe; 
cies  of  security.  I  tUink  it  may  b.;  onsidereil  equal  to  a.iy  that 
can  be  otTtred  in  this  or  any  o'.Sier  country.    The   high  respeci.a- 
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bilityof  the  parties,  ami  tlicir  A-v[>  mki  ii>  ttiis  institution,  justi-t 
Jics  111.'  ill  savnstlius  iimch,  arid  in  the  I'nittier  e>piessioii  ot'ilie  I 
saii<ractioii  whicii  I  am  ,iirettif.  lioar  I  ot"  directors    would  ilerivc  I 
foi-aiiy  scrvico'S(lr(;leiliti^s  you  may  liiul  it  compatible  with  your 
ilili>rest  ;liid  eoiive.iieiic't  to   aiord.  sliouli!  any  uiifoi-eseeii  ubsta- 
c\-  pr.-v-iit  your  fTt'.  eiiiii;  the  loaii,ot  wnich  they  desire  to  give 
voii  the  preier-  nee  upon  rqiial  tcrtii*. 

Tiieir  r  sp  ciable  ag-iit,  3aiiiii-l  M'Culloh,  esquire,  will  no 
doiUn  exiii  .itt.>  y  HI  a'lipli  authority  Iron  the  proprietors  of  the 
ha'/l<  Jl;li■e^,  provi'liufffor  any  tuniui^  iioy  whieh  may  occur,  and 
shoulii  eii\-umst:ine,  s  induce  him  to  les.irt  to  other  housei,  in  or- 
der i,j  .rt"  .-t  the  ouj  et  ol'iii;  coiis.ituenti,  you  will,  upon  satislae- 
tory  s  ciirity  bei'.pr  e;iveii  tiir  the  payment  at  uatuiity  ol' th-  'lill 
i!rawu  upini  you  by  Messrs.  S.  S.uitli  and  Biiehamiiii  as  ator-- 
said,  deliver  the  cerliticates  of  the  said  ten  thousand  bank  shares  | 
to  tli.jir  order.  ! 

I  he^  leav?  p  rsoiially.  to  ivconiniend  Mr.  vrCuUoh  to  your  j 
good  olflcei,  as  a  very  amiable,  iiitellis  nt  a:id  honoiable  gentle-  | 
man. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir*,  your  o  idt.  servt 
[Signed]  W.  JONES,  Prett. 

Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  ami  Co.  London. 

XVI. 

Resolution  appropriating   .300,000  dollars,  ns  a  fund  at  Boston,  to 
redttia  iIk  nmcs  of  the  bunk. 
At  a  meeting  of  tile  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  btates: 

Mare/iSr/j,  1817. 

Present.  M^  .JONES,  president. 
Messrs.   Butler.  Evans.  Connelly, 

Haiston,         Eyr?,  Willing, 

Price,  b  i\  age,  Loyd. 

iiohlen,  Goddard, 

Ltiper,  Fisher, 

Arrreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  board  resumrdtbe  consi 
deration  of  tilt  prcaniideaiid  resoluiions  ort  jcu  at  the  last  meet' 
in^.wiiich  being  modified,  were  in  the  words  folkuvjiig  to  wit: 

Wheras,  the  honor,  resources  and  enuit  ol  the  oank  of  the 
United  States,  are  pledged  to  protect  and  support  the  respective 
banks  o;  New  York,  I'hiUdelphia  and  Baltimort,  under  liie  com- 
pact for  the  r-sumpiioH  of  specie  paynirnts,  which  has  happily  re- 
established public  confidence;  while,  by  the  operations  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  its  branchvs,  th- commercial  cxcliaiii,'es 
between  those  cities  have  been  equalized,  and  are  rceiprocallj  and 
freely  supplied  to  the  full  extent  of  thed  maud;  thus  siip' rseding 
the  necessity  of  liansporting  specie  from  city  to  city,  than  winch 
nothing  can  more  embarrass  trade,  or  impair  public  conlidence  in 
the  ability  of  the  banks  to  maintain  the  ground  they  have  taken; 
and  whereas,  any  inequality  in  the  exchange  between  these  cities 
and  those  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  union,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  former, during  the  coiitinuania  of  the  con.pact,  must  enalile 
and  induce  the  latter  to  draw  the  balance  in  specie,  to  the  great 
detriment  and  hazard  of  the  banks,  which  are  parties  to  the  com- 
pact; and  whereas,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  otilee  ol  discount 
and  d-posit  of  this  bank,  at  Boston,  under  a  miseouception  of  the 
views,  and  of  the  nature  and  extent  ot  the  ngag  meiits  of  this 
board,  for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  aforesaid,  has  proceeded  to 
<lisC"Unt  freely  upon  the  notes  ot,  and  payable  at  tbisliank;  and, 
having  refused  to  honor  the  same  at  the  office  in  Boston,  the  said 
notes  were  ttvrtby  depreciated  and  sold  at  a  discount  in  that  mar- 
ket, although  abun>iai)t  means  had  been  provided  at  that  office 
by  this  board,  which  might  and  cenainly  ought  to  have  been  appli- 
ed to  the  redemption  of  the  said  notes,  at  least  until  this  board  had 
been  advised  and  consulted  upon  the  merits  of  the  course  intended 
to  be  pursued;  and  whereas,  the  inevitable  result  oi  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  office  at  Bostaii,  will  be  the  immediate  demand  for  pay- 
ment of  the  notes  thus  dishonored,  and  probably  in  speeii,  to  be 
transported  to  Boston;  and  as  the  general  interest  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  credit  and  safety  of  the  bank,  and  the  importance  of  the 
objects  contemplated  in  the  arrangements  which  it  has  niade, 
ought  to  supersede  all  interests  and  considerations  merely  of  a  lo- 
cal nature;  thercf  ire, 

Resulverl,  tst.  That  until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  engage, 
ments  of  this  bank  require  the  appropriation  of  such  portion  of 
its  mo:.ied  resources,  in  those  districts  which  are  not  included  in 
the  compact  for  the  resumption  ot  specie  payments,  and  which 
may  be  favored  by  the  present  course  of  exchange,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  lacilitate  and  supply  the  demand  for  that  objtct,  upon 
terms  of  r-qnality,  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  drains  of  spe- 
cie, winch  this  bank  must  ultimately  replenish. 

2d.  Ihat  for  the  foregoing  purpo^se,  the  board  of  directors  ot  the 
cfficv  of  disctiunt  and  deposit  at  Boston,  he  required  to  reserve  as 
a  distinct  fund,  300,000  dollars,ouiuf  the  means  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  said  office,  by  or  on  account  of  this  bank. 

3d.  I'hat  the  said  fund  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  all  such 
draughts  or  notes  of  this  bank  or  its  offices,  at  New  York  and  Haiti- 
more,  win  n  due  and  payable,  as  niay  be  paid  at  the  office  at  Bos- 
ton .during  the  )ieri(id  aforesaid,  and  with  the  amount,  when  paid, 
of  all  draughts  and  acre-ptances,  payable  ill  N.  w  York,  Pliilailel- 
phia,  or  Baltimore,  which  may  be  lodged  with  the  said  oilice  for 
coll.ciion. 

4th.  That  the  snid  fund  be  credited  with  the  amount  of  all  snch 
bills,  notes, acceptances,  or  reiniliaiicf  s,  when  in  cash  for  the  smiie, 
as  the  said  office  may  htreafter  r  eeivefroni  tins  banU.  or  any  of 
its  hraiiebes,  during  the  perioil  afiir-said;  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  cashier  of  the  snid  olliee  to  transmit  weekly  an  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  said  fund  to  the  cashier  of  lhi>  bank. 

5tb.  That  so  long  as  the  said  fund  <;li,ill  be  siillicient  during  the 
period  aforesaid,  to  meet  the  payments  ctniteiiiplat.  d  in  the  third 
article,  the  said  hoard  of  directors  shall,  when  required,  fr^  ilypay 
all  such  draughts  and  notes,  and  collect  and  credit  all  sucli 
diaitghts  and  accepianccj  as  arc  d^signatcU  i^  the  third  artivle. 


6tli.  Thit  the  boai-d  of  directors  of  the  said  office  at  Bostiin  be 
required  so  to  regulate  and  ri  strict  their  gen.  raldiscuinits  tlurinr 
the  periiid  aforesaid,  as  to  leavH  unimpaired  the  aforesaid  fumlor 
,300.000  dollars;  and  so  to  apportion  their  discounts  on  accouDtof 
the  revenue  bonds  fslliig due  from  time  to  time,  as  not  toetCMd 
on  the  average,  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds. 

7th.  f  liat  .18  the  course  pursued  by  this  board,  in  respc  ct  tithe 
state  hanks  has  beinjust,  lilicra  1  and  confoling;  a  reciprocal  cliipo. 
snionon  the  part  of  those  banks,  will  insure  a  coniinuaiicmf  ilit 
saiue  policy;  but  as  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  institution  of  die 
bauUol  th'  United  States  was  to  provide  a  national  currency,  it 
is  essential  that  its  paper  should  be  freely  received  by  tin-  itM 
banks,  andiherefure  when  the  banks  of  Boston  sh-.tl  accredit  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  all  inequalfti.-s  hi  the  n. 
changi  will  cease,  and  the  restrictions  on  the  operations  of  tbt 
office  at  that  plac  ■  will  be  immediately  removed. 

On  the  question,  "shall  the  preamble  and  resolutions  be  ailupifj 
as  modified.'"'  The  veas  and  nays  were  called  tor,  and  wtrenj  fol- 
lows, vii; 

Y  as.— M■s^rs.  ButWr,  Ralston,  Pric,  Bohlen,  Leiper,  Evinj, 
Eyre,  Savage,  Goddard,  Fisher  and  Connelly. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Willing  and  Lloyd. 

So  th  •  question  was  d-termiiied  in  the  affirmative< 
XVII 
Statement,  showing  the  actual  amount  of  specie,  with  which  tke- 

offices  of  discount  and  deposit,  at  Boston  and  New- York,  luie 

been  respectively  supplie.-t  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  'sutei, 

from  the  cominenctnient  of  its  operations,  to  Dec.  4th,  iiU. 
OFFICi-:  AT  BOSTON. 


.,1-f  el 

'ILIVKI 

EH. 

Sent  from 

liiipurtiji 

Sent  from 

Bank 

•  direct  to 

New-York 

U.  States. 

Boston. 

DOLLS 

DOLLS 

DOIiLI 

18ir.  Mnrch 

2U0,000 

April 

300,000 

September 

84.000 

October 

200,000 

213,000 

November 

100,000 

100,000 

December 

150,000 

1818.  tVbruiU"v 

25,000 

3O,UU0 

May 

100,036  09 

D  cember 

100,764 

525,800  09 

800,000 

297000 

Specie  sent  from  the  office  at  New-York,  dolj.  i2i,80«  » 

Do.  Bank  of  the  United  States  600,000 

Specie  imported  by  Uie  Bank  U.States  direct  to  Boston  297,000 


OFFICE  AT  NEW-YOKK. 


1,622,800 


1817.  May        : 
July    :         : 
Sejnember 
October 
November 
December  : 

1818.  .laimavy  : 
Mircll  : 
A^ril       : 

M  ay    : 
J  tine 

July    :         : 
August  : 
September 
Oc  ober 
November  : 
December 


e  c'i  !>t.Liv 


Sen.  from 

Bank 

Uniied  States 


DOLLS 

100,000 

30U,009 

1,100,000 


100,000 
150,000 


47 


108.747 
220,000 


06 


I  rp  r  ed 

direct  to 

N">v  York. 


2.u78,74753S285148S_9? 


DOLLS 


506,073 
196,258  9r 
149,9i)l 
441,000 

400,000 
75i  929  28 
634,081  7i) 
694,563  14 

15,807 
508.207 
164  716 
806,893  60 
393  365  SO 
186,600 


Specie  sent  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  ^^tes,  doh.  2,07»."J  ^ 
Specie  imported  by  Bank  U.  S.  direct  to  New-York  S,»JVi ^ 

Deilnct  specie  received  at  Bank  U.  S.     l.lll.O^l  42 
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XVIII. 

asamended  ami  adopted  hy  tht  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of 

till'  Untied  Stiites.  Jidij  18,  1817. 

Thecomn)itUeaii|iiiiiittd  to  (ievisL  ami  lejioit  a  plan  for  the  traiis- 

actioii  of  txcliaagf  business  in  the  batik  of  ilu;  Uiutcil  Stait- s  ai.d 

its  branches,  bt;;  leave  to  submit  ihe  loiiov.iin;  ie|jort:  — 

Votircoiiimitte,   pivvioiiOy  to  eilgayhig   it.  the  woik  sp.cially  as 

"^^|,j,.l,  the  bank  iii.d  its  branches  sluoil  in  resiicet  to  theguien- 
Ifiitaiiilcoiriinevceoi  the  ViiitetJ  States.  Without  taking  u|)  the 
ti.neof  the  boa'd,  in  ili  tailing  the  various  views  wh.ch  have  been 
,.|.p„„f  this  siibjeei,  ionr  ceinn;iltce  will  simply  state  their  eotivic- 
tiim  that  the  bank  ol  the  United  States  must  netessaiilj  bear  the 
kurdeii  of  legulatiiig  inl  iihI  exdiiiiiges,  aiul  of  rurnisbing  iJte  funds 
lomeet  the  vai-yiiig  bahinees  of  tiade,  which  arise  out  of  tiie  ooivi- 
mercial  ■nteicourse  between  iJie  diiierent  cities  and  sections  of  these 

•I'lie  bank  is'  bound  by  contract  to  transfer  tlie  public  money  from 
rihuT  lu  pl^ce  Mithin  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States,  without 
claiming  any  allo»:inte  on  account  of  the  ditferenee  ef  e\eboiige;  I'ut 

«tch  obligaliun  exists  in-relatioii  to  the  money  of  individual-.:  they 
the  alleviialive  of  leniitting  either  in  the  cnrient  bills  of  tliK 
bank  or  in  specie:  the  difierence  of  exchange  ;Iier>  fore,  will  at  all 
limesbe  liniiled  by  the  expense,  risk,  and  uncertainty,  atiti;ding  the 
Itaiismission  of  bank  notes  or  of  specie.  _ 

fhe  interests  of  commerce  however,  combine  with  those  of  the 
tank  in  the  espedieiicy  of  funiisbiog  to  individuals, a  nieditnn  of  ex 


■0 


tlritige  within  the  rates  j  lescribt 
tbiit  may  find  ;i  clieap,  certain. 


Seventh,  A  suitable  compensation  shall  he  required  in  the  exchange 
department,  for  the  security  and  facility  afforded  in  the  transmission 
of  funds  fiom  place  to  place;  ;iiid  ttie  rate  Oiall  be  settled,  from  time 
to  time,  by  the  meiobersuf  the  exchange  departmunt,  according  ta 
the  course  of  trade. 

Eigiith,  Rills  of  ex  hange,  ov  other  draughts  or  notes  payable  out 
of  Piiiladelphia  and  ofti  red  for  collection,  shali  be  chargeable  with  a 
late  per  cent,  not  les-  than  m.-.y  be  r(  quired  for  dr.iughts  on  Fhiladel- 
])hia.  at  the  place's  wliere  such  bills  are  made  pn)able.  And  whAi 
advised  of  pajment,  the  proceetU  shall  be  paid  to  the  depositor,  fve» 
of  any  other  charge. 

Ninth,  Ihe  uiawers  and  endorsers  of  bills  pincliased  by  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  iitnuitd  under  piutest  of  iion-))ajineiit, 
shall  be  held  aud  considered  litible  to  pay  on  demand  the  anionnt  of 
such  returned  bills  with  interest  from  the  dale  if  i>urchase  till  p:uil, 
jiostages,  costs  of  protest,  and  damages.  And  no  party  to  a  bill  un- 
der protest  for  non-accejuance  shall  have  crv  lit  at  hank,  luiless  the 
aiiioiuit  of  said  bill  bedi  |iosited  in  bank,  as  a  security  lor  the  accept- 
ance or  payment  thereof. 

'rciu!i,  Theijankof  ihe  United  States  and  its  offices  will  collect  bills 
of  exchange,  notes  or  riiaiigbis.  forwarded  to  them  by  banks  or  indi- 
viduals fiom  any  pan  of  the  Uniitd  Slates,  provided  that  the  amuniit 
of  such  collections  shall  be  held  pajubie  at  the  bank  or  office  where 
the  collections  a.e  made. 

Klevenlh,  Bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  Europe  or  other  foreign 
countries  upon  any  of  the  commercial  cities  in  the  United  States,  and 
made  payable  in  Philadelphia,  will   he  received  by  the  bank  oif  the 


scribed  by  these  limits,  tii  which  the  nier-  |  United  StiUes,  forwarded  for  aceeptance  .and  returned   to   the  bank 

'  — "-  "" "'"'  *'"  ■  tor  collection,  free  of  charge,  except  the  costs  of  protest  in  case  of 

non-acceptance  Or  iioii-paymem,  and  when  coliecttd,  the  proceeds  of 

such  billsshallbe  held  subjict  to  order,  at  sight. 

l^tan,  No.  2,  as  amended  (rid  nd^.^jited  bi/ t/ie  baard  of  directors  oftfte 

bdnit  nf  the  United  stales. 
Rules  and  regulations  l't;r  the  tiansaeiion  of  exchange  business  in 

the  oiiiccb  of'  discount  and  of  deposit  of  the  bank  of  lUe  United 

States. 

First,  A  department  shall  be  establishctl  in  the  ofllces  of  discount 
:»nd  deposit,  to  be  called  the  ,  xchange  department,  and  managid  by 
the  piesident  and  cashier,  and  a  cumniiitee  of  two  directors,  to  be 
appni;ited  monthly  and  in  rotation. tbn  eof  wliom  shall  be  a  quorum. 

Second,  The  committee  of  dirtctors  shali  iittt  iid  ilaily  at  (lie  etfice 
at  a  convenient  hour,  previous  to  which,  the  hills  offered  for  sale  shall 
be  liKlged  in  the  baek. 

ihird,  Bills  of  exchange  shall  be  purchased  at  the  rates  to  be  fixed, 
from  tiuH  to  time,  by  the  mcinbers  of  the  txcli.nnge  department,  ae- 
eoiding  to  ttie  course  of  trade,  subject  nevertheless,  to  the  conttol  of 
the  boiiid  of  c'irccturs. 

Fonrth.  Bills  of  exchange  purchased  by  the  exchange  department, 
shall  have  at  least  two  respoi.sibb  names,  one  of  which  shall  be  a  re- 
sident jf  the  place;  they  ulial!  net  have  more  than  ninety  days  to  rfW, 
o\er  and  above  the  Usual  tiitie  of  conveyance  by  mail,  and  shall  be 
;nade  iiayable  at  Philadelphi.;  or  some  place  where  the  bank  has  an 
ullice  or  connexion  establis'.rd. 

fifth,  No  bill  shall  he  purchased  if  objected  toby  a  member  of  thn 
deh:irtliienl. 

Sixth,  Bills  drawn  or  endorsed  by  a  member  of  the  departroer.t 
sh".li  not  be  passed  upon  u.itil  ull  ottier  bills  are  disposed  of,  and  the 
meifilier  so  interested  sliail  have  retired,  when  his  place  shall  Iv filled 
b)'  any  other  meri.bcr  of  the  board  of  directors  whom  the.  president 
may  call  for  that  puipose. 

.'Jev.  nth,  A  suitable  compensation  shall  be  required  inl!ie  exchaiige 
department  for  the  security  and  facility  afforded  by  the  transmissiof* 
of  fundi  from  place  to  plac^-.  The  rate  to  be  settled,  from  time  In 
time,  by  the  members  of  ttie  e.\i;liange  depaitment  according  to  the 
course  of  trade. 

I'-iglsUi,  Billsof  exdiange,  notes  ar  draughts,  offered  to  an  office- 
for  collection  out  of  the  place  ol  its  esiaiilislin»iil,  shall  be  cbaigea- 
b;e  with  a  rate  per  cent.  n';t  less  than  may  be  required  at  the  places 
where  they  are  made  payable  for  draughts  on  the  office  to  which  they 
are  presented,  and  the  picceeds  shall  be  |iai«i  to  the  depositor  when 
advice  of  pa\meMt  shall  have  been  n-ccned. 

Ninth,  Uii  all  bills  purchased  b>  the  officei  which  sh-d II  be  return- 
ed under  jirmest  for  noii  payment,  the  drawers  and  endorsers  shall 
be  held  and  considered  li:dile  to  pay  on  demand  the  amount  of  said 
bills  with  interest  from  the  date  of  purchase  till  paid,  posliig.js, 
costs  of  protest  and  damages. 

Provid>-d  nevertbel.  ss,  that  in  case  of  protest  for  noD-accept- 
ance,  Ihe  drawer  and  emiorSHis  sliiill  hr  exonerated  frotn  dama- 
p"es,  hy  lodging  with  the  cashii  r  the  anioui-.t  of  such  bill  or  hilts 
within  live  clays  a^t^r  notice  of  such  protest,  as  security  for  at- 
ccoiiint*  ov  pay  i.ieiit 

An  endorsf-r  makinf^  such  cautionar)'  payment,  shall  be  enfitled 
to  all  the  rights,  ur.A  pi>.ile!^es  of  the  I  itill,  in  n  latitm  to  preced- 
lui;  p-.irtiesjand  wilhuul  sutn  payment,  ail  the  parlies  shall  Ccantt 
to  have  credit. 

Tenth.  Bdls  purchas.d  by  the  ofBees,  shall  he  forwarded  direct 
to  the  places  of  payment. 

A  Weekly  list,  showing  in  detail  the  fxehmge  business  of  tile 
week,  ^lall  be  sent  to  the  cashl'-rof  the  parent  bank. 

And  attnclitd  to  their  usual  wtelh-  statement,  there  shall  be 
such  aMHxhihii  of  tht-ii-  (Xchnnge  :(  count  witb  t!ie  parent  lank 
and  its  of  [lees,  ;is  will  nmble  the  hoiidto  ascertain  the  cunrse  of 
trade  between  the  principal  ci:i4;»iii  the  United  States. 

Klevi  r>th.  '!  be  ofl'c  ..-i  shall  be  uDowifl  to  phss  dniiigh's  nn 
each  other  and  oo  the  pureiil  bank,  under  sucii  lii.iitatioiis  a*  the 
pan  lit  bank  may  prescribe . 

Tw -ll'ih.   The    lOlces  will    collect   bills  of  exchange,  notes  or 
urHugiit*    fiirwiinitd  to  itn-in  by  l-aiiks   i-r  iiii!ividual4.  from  aiiv 
part  ol  the  Ui.in-'l  Sisttes;  prn\  idi--ii,    thiit  the  a"  ot.nt  of  such  coS- 
le'-tions  sin'.ll  be  lielri  payable  at   lilt  'jai.ks    cf  us  utiicc,    v.Iii;!;^"' 
lUc  cuUecuuns  ave  aniiic . 


anil  convenient  remittance,  and  the 
iaiik  a  reasonable  indemnity  for  the  labour,  certain  expense,  and  oc- 
casiiDial  losses,  incident  to  the  perforniance^of  this  service;  and  more- 
(i«-r  sustain  the  virculalion  of  its  pa|>er,  by  superseding  the  use  of  its 
current  bills  as  a  medium  of  exchange. 

Hiat  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  an4)le  power  to  deal  or 
tiadc  in  bills  of  exchange  will  not  be  doubted.  In  the  piohibilory 
sriitic  of  the  lundamenial  i  iiles  prescribed  by  the  charter,  w//.f  oj  ta' 
fjoii?','  ate  expressly  exc<  pitd,  and  wisely  too;  for  the  Itgislauire  uii- 
donbttiUy  contemplated  the  great  advantages  which  the  eomiuvrce  of 
thetcantiy  both  fbieign  and  domestic,  would  derive  from  the  facili- 
ty, promptitude,  and  regularity  with  whieh  the  exchange  operations 
ollhe  country  would  be  conducted  l>y  the  bank. 

Happily  for  the  bank,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  fro  :i  this  resource 
nill  leqnire  th.  adoinion  of  a  liberal  anJ  extensive  system  of  opeiu- 
titins,  wliitli  will  iilenlify  the  interests  oJ'  all  the  active  and  useful 
classes  of  society  with  those  of  the  bank,  and  will  give  to  our  coun- 
trj  that  great  desideratum,  the  means  always  at  command,  of  a  safe 
Slid  rapid  transmission  of  money  throughout  the  United  States. 

lu  the  course  of  their  reflections  on  this  impolant  subject,  your 
committee  cotild  not  refrain  from  casting  tb.eir  eyes  over  the  map  of 
the  United  States,  and  indulging  themselves  in  the  most  pleasii.g  an- 
licipatiuns. 

Tliey  see  before  than  a  country  Including  within  its  bounds,  on 
txtent  of  suifice  and  a  fertility  of  soil,  afibrdiiig  ample  space  n:  d 
pr^seiiting  a  certain  reward  for  the  kibour  of  almost  inniinierable  iu- 
iiahitaiits.  Cities  increasing  in  magi.itud.-,  in  number,  wealth,  pid 
magnificence:  Ihe  ample  surplus  of  the  vaiied  productions  of  al- 
most every  climate  on  tire  globe  flowli.-.g  into  those  cities,  to  be  con. 
simied  or  tiaiispoi-lt-d  to  coui.-tiirs  abroad,  prodticii-p-  an  iiitert;al  and 
(■NttTral  comnierc-  ,  wiiicli  will  Keep  millions  of  moi.e>  on  the  wing, 
Ixiweeu  contiguous  and  distant  cities,  sections  and  divisions  of  this 
great  001111117. 

But  your  committee,  reclining  to  our  ,)wn  times  and  tlroum- 
slances,  with  plain  facts  and  sure  expeiience  for  their  giiitle,  conii- 
di-ntly  believe  that  tlie  existing  state  of  commerce,  co'ineeied  as  it  is 
with  the  agriculture;  and  manfifactures  of  the  United  State  s,  presents 
afidel  for  exchange  operations,  which,  if  judiciously  conriuctc-d,  will 
freatly  accelerate  the  advancement  of  these  iuteiests,  and  ainjily  re- 
muniiate  the  bank  liir  its  services. 

Yuur  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  board  and 
to  recommend  to  tb.eir  consideration  the  fulluwing  plans:  No.  1, 
for  (jonductingexclianae  business  in  t!.!ir  bank  of  the  United  Stafs; 
and  No.  2,  for  conducting  the  saeje  business  in  the  offices  of  di-,- 
comit  and  deposit,  wliich  are  or  shall  be  established  in  the  Uiiiied 
Stales. 
Plati,  No,  1,  as  amended  and  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors  vj  the 

bank  iif  the  United  S!a*cs. 
Rules  and  regulations  for  uonelncting  exchange  business  in  tiic  bank 
of  tlie  United  States. 
First,  There  shall  be  estabbsiiid  in  tlie  Bank  of  tlie  United  States 
•  ileiiartment,  to  t;e  denominated  the  ••exch:iuge  depailmeut  "  under 
'llcdinction  .and  managtiiient  of  the  presiiient  and  crishier.  and  a 
wmihittet.'  of  three  directors,  to  be  appointed  momhly  in  rotation, 
tliieeol  \<hom  shall  be  a  quorum. 

Second,  All  the  exchange  business  of  the  bank  and  of  its  ofli- 
cei  shall  pass  lhr-:iigh  the  excliaige  department,  and  once  a  we-  k  at 
Itwt,  a  statement  of  the  aHMrs  of  the  department  shall  be  laid  before 
1  'lie board  of  diiectors.  Tliis  statement  shall  embrace  th'  operations 
I  'f'l'i  iif  the  pare  ni 'lank  and  of  its  offices,  and  shall  present  s«ch  a 
1  ''""w  of  thin,  as  wil!  eshibittlie  (oius.-  of  trade  between  all  the  cities, 
I     'f 'he  Uniled  Stat(<5.  wht  r.  iiffiees  are  or  may  be  estahlished. 

Tliiid,  Bills  iirexcl;aiigt  shall  be  |nirchast-d  at  the  i-;ites  to  befi.xed 
I     'fin  lime  to  lii-.ie.  Ir.  f'-e  members  of  the  exchange  departiuent  ac- 

turding  to  the  oe.ni  it  of  tra'V. 
l,       Fiiuith,  Nti  bill  shall  be  purchasetl  if  objected  to  by  a  single  mem- 

Wof  the  department. 
1       Fifth.  Bills  of  exchange  pure^based  by  the  exchange  departments 
'    '"lall  have  at  least  two  responsible  names  as  drawers  or  entlorsers,  erne 
I     'fwhich  shall  be  a  resident  jf  Pbiladelphi:.;  they  shall  tie  made  pay- 
'WPat  som.-  place  where  an  office  or  conaexie.n'of  the  bank  of  ibe 
Inited  States  isestablisbed,  and  shall  not  have  more  than  ninety  days 
u  i-iin  ovpf  :i,id  above  the  usual  ti.ne  of  ci:P.ve>ance  by  niiiil. 
!>Bitli,' Bills  drawn  or  endjirs.d  ly  a  nieinber  of  the  dfi>artmeiit, 
f    "wll  not  be  passed  upon,  uiitil  he  ilmW  have  leiired. 
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Supplementarii  report,  a^  nmcnrleil  nnt!  a'!o;>tedhii  thfhonril  of  di- 
rectors of  tlic  hank  of  the  United  SliUcs,  Jiily  18,  1817. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  and  report  a  olan  for  tlie 
tran«aclianof  e.xpliaiic;e  biisiiicss  in  tlie  hank  oftlie  U.  States, 
begr  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  a  suppltmeni  to  their  re- 
port. 

In  the  plans  presented  by  your  committee,  they  have  confined 
themselves,  as  respects  the  purchase  and  sale  of  bills  ofexcbanpre, 
to  the  inland  operations.  Th>  y  wished  tif  SMbj^'ct  of  foreign  ex- 
ehauge  to  be  kept  separate  and  lilstinct  from  the  domestic  busi- 
ness. They  have  not,  therefore,  prepared  rules  und  regulations  for 
the  manaij'nientof  fortiga  exedangt-,  'out  th^-y  feel  it  a  dury  to 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  colisiiltration  of  ilie  board,  as  a  cer- 
tain resoursefor  the  profitable  employitient  of  all  the  surplus  capi- 
tal of  the  bank. 

Your  committee  can  readily  perceive  some  of  the  great  advan" 
tages  that  woidd  rt  suit  to  the  bank  and  the  cwintrv,  from  the  pur- 
cliase  and  sale  of  foreign  hills,  by  the  bank  of  the'  United  States, 
and  th  y  confidently  believe,  that  from  the  nature  of  thq  busi- 
ness, t'le  pro;;ress  of  it  would  (tivel()|)e,  from  time  to  time,  new 
mid  increasing  beuelits  to  the  people  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the 
bank 

It  would  facilitate  the  operations  of  our  merchants,  by  placing 
■within  th'ir  r,  aeli,  and  at  the  m.iment  required,  the  purchase  or 
sale  or  hills  upon  t^urope,  xnl  thus  put  an  end  to  those  fyreed 
fluitu.itions  of  exchange,  which  li.tve  uo  IbunUatioii  in  the  course 
.of  trade. 

It  would  cjive  character  and  a  certain  and  easily  ascertained  va- 
lue in  Europe  to  the  money  of  the  United  States,  which  might 
lead  to  the  nefrocihtion  id  bills  upon  the  United  States,  a;id  thus 
aild'me  mori  item  to  the  quotations  of  exchanges  in  the  princ  ipal 
money  markets  of  Europe. 

The  advantiges  to  the  bank,  however,  are  less  speculative; 
they  are  more  s^isceptible  of  certain  calculatinn. 

All  rellecting  merchant^  will  arimit  tliat  bills  drawn  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  would  command  a  preference  over  the 
bills  of  iiidividiiiils,  and  at  a  did'erence  of  rate  amounting  to  a 
pretty  good  prolit,  this  simjde  fact  might  alone  be  sufficient  to 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  bnanl.  The  (lauk  of  tJie  United 
States  wotdd,  huwev  r,  command  otlier  and  almost  peculiar  ad- 
rantasres  in  this  business.  It  would  afford  the  means  ofjirovid- 
ing  advantageously,  for  those  paynf  nts  in  Europe  which  tlie 
bank  iias  necessarily  obligated  itself  to  luruish,  ami  would  enable 
the  bank  to  place  the  remiitaiices  of  gov  rnment  on  that  sure  b»; 
sis,  which  wdl  relieve  them  fro::)  all  the  uncertainties  and  ha- 
zards inseparalde  from  tlie  cugagements  of  in  lividuals. 

Through  the  medium  of  its  offices,  the  most  profitable  part  o\' 
the  exchange  business  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  countries 
would  centre  in  the  bank.  Dnriug  the  busy  season,  in  thesouth, 
nearly  all  the  merchants  are  drawers,  and  hitherto  they  have  been 
compelled  to  send  their  lulls  to  the  norihn-n  cities  to  he  disposed 
oi,  and  to  have  their  proceeds  rettuned,  suVtject  to  the  inconve. 
Diences  t)f  delay  and  expense  cons'  qoeiit  on  the  then  existing 
course  of  trade.  iMonied  nien  avail  themselves  of  these  circiim- 
stauctjs  with  connexions  in  the  north  rn  cities,  have  carried  on, 
<rom  year  to  year,  extensive  and  prolkabl-  op  r:uions. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  might  aviil  itself  »f  the  same 
advantages,  .ind  by  reducing  the  rate  of  profit  to  a  more  mode- 
rate standard,  render  its  operations  highly  iieiieiieial  to  the  great 
majority  of  iis  customers. 

For  its'purchasers,  it  would  h»vi>  all  foreign  agents  acting  un- 
der ordri  fr.iin  abroad,  and  all  tlie  cautious  and  the  timid  acting 
Ulion  their  own  aeconut. 

These  classes  woidd  compose  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  pur- 
'hasirs  of  exchange,  that  the  generalily  of  drn  vers  would  find  it 
their  interest  to  sell  to  the  h;tnk  of  the  'Uuitefl  States.  C.reat  ca- 
pitalists, who  always  st.i-id  In-li  in  the  mercantile  commniiity, 
would  perhijps  for  a  time,  coii'liiue  the  sale  of  their  own  bills  to 
•  odividiials.hut  it  would  be:itfen<!"d  both  witli  too  much  uncer- 
tainty, and  the  number  of  their  customers  wouM  he  I  lo  limited 
tor  large  opcnitions;  even  these,  therefore,  would  (inally  fall  in 
with  the  general  currtiil. 

For  all  'Vistantopera!io;!stlie  bank  draughts  would  certainly  be 
taken;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  they  might  soon  be  lusde 
a  substitute,  in  part  at  least,  lor  the  specie  now  drawn  from  this 
country  for  the  traile  to  India. 

Hills  of  exchange  being  generally  considered  a  cash  article,  are 
therelbre  not  easily  ohtai!icd  lor  notes  of  hand,  at  least  the  rate 
IS  usually  expected  lo  be  so  nincJi  high-rtor  not.  s  than  liir  mon<y, 
that  few  buy  for  notes  if  they  can  command  cash.  The  United 
States  bank  would  ileiive  girat  advantages  iVo.n  this  state  of 
things;  good  notes  with  discHint  allowed  would  be  equally  or 
more  desirable  to  the  bank  than  money;  it  would  increase  the 
iiuinher  of  its  customers  and  eonseqnently  lessen  the  nuoibir  of 
buyers  in  the  market,  wh-cb  liesides  oili  r  aiWantag  s  would  fre- 
queuily  enable  till'  hank  greatly  to  extend  its  discounts  with  lit- 
tle ellect  upon  the  state  of  its  accounts  with  the  state  banks  lo- 
cate.l  ill  ti„.  same  place. 

From  these  consideratieuj  your  committee  beg  leave  to  re- 
eomtuend  that  measures  be  adopted  as  early  as  practicable,  which 
shall  enable  the  hank  to  engag"  extensively  and  systematically  in 
the  p'Mi'hase  and  sale  of  foreign  exchange. 

resolution,   viz 
Dppointe,!   to   prepare  and  re- 
port a  plan  for  conducting  foirign  exchaiuje  business  in  the  bauk 
r>T  (lie  United  Slates  an.l  its  bianchcs- 


Your  couimiltee,  therefore', odcr  the    following 
Jie.iolvcd,  That  a  committee  be  appoiiite.l   to   i 


XIX. 

Letter  of  president,  to  office  at  SHvmnah,  Dec.  5th 

1817.  ajit/im-'ihiff  the  sale  of  draughts,  mid  on  the 

subject  of  exchange. 
Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  December  5th,  1S17. 

The  biMrd  of  directors  ha.s  orgatiizei  ;<nd  prepar- 
etl,  .a  sys'.em  of  regulations  for  conducti'^i^  ex. 
change  operalioiis  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates 
aid  its  offices,  hut  tiie  irrei^uiarities  w'lic'i  still 
oervade  the  bankliiff  system,  (but  which  it  is  hop. 
ed,  will  ere  lonf^,  be  corrected)  and  die  einbar- 
r.Hssin^j  state  of  domestic  exchange,  as  it  effects 
the  operations  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Su^es, 
prevent  the  imrnediale  adopnon  o£  the  ge.ierjl 
plans,  and  dic'.atea  substitute  of  a  more  li(iiite,i 
nature. 

TheboirJ  at  which  you  preside,  will  iherefnre 
pi°a.seto  observe  the  following  regtilaiions  in  re- 
gard to  exchange  operations,  iinlii  otherwise  i:i. 
stnicted  by  the  authority  of  the  parent  board,  to 
wit: 

1st  Theb>ard  will  authorize  the  pu  chase  of 
b  Ms  of  exchange,  having  at  le''«t  two  re.spongibie 
nanes,  one  ofwiiich  shall  be  a  resident  of  Savannnii. 
T  .ey  .sliall  not  have  more  than  ninety  day.s  lorun, 
over  and  above  the  usual  'ime  of  conveyance  by 
mi:!;  .sh;dl  Sr  made  payable  at  B  )ston,  Provideice, 
II.  I  Ne^v  York,  Philadelphia,  or  D.d-innore,  and 
slia'i  bf>  transmitted  to  ihe  bank  of  tiie  United 
S  t'.es  by  mail. 

2d.  rhe  board  may  authorise  the  purchase  of 
sterling  bills  of  exchange,  having  a',  least,  two  re- 
spo'isiole  names,  one  of  which  shall  be  a  resident 
of  Savannah;  they  shall  be  made  payable  in  Lon- 
don, at  not  more  than  sixty  days  after  sight;  sliall 
not  cost  more  than  the  par  of  exchange,  and  shall 
iv.jt  exceed  in  amount  the  sum  of  twenty  tlioiisaml 
pounds  sterling,  until  ot!ierwiseautl!oriz''d  by  the 
parent  board;  the  said  bills  shall  be  drawn  at  least 
four  to  a  set,  one  of  wMch  shall  be  transmitted  by 
the  office  to  Messrs.  During,  Brothers,  andCo.of 
L)ndon,  to  the  credit  of  the  presidem,  directors, 
<nd  company  of  the  bank  of  the  U  lited  S'a  es;  one 
■if  the  same  sh  ill  be  retained  on  the  h^esufthe 
office,  and  the  remainder  shall  be  transmitted  by 
n  uito  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  Uuied  Stales. 

J  i.  A  weekly  list,  showing  in  d -Uiil  the  exciianp 
opi^rations  of  the  week, shall  be  se.it  to  the  cashier 
oftlie  b.mk  of  the  United  Sla'es. 

4Lh.  'I'he  board  may  continue  to  discount  goo! 
bills  or  U'ltes,  madi- p;iyable  in  Charleston  or  Au- 
gusia,  haviig  .ii  least  two  responsible  names,  an 
not  having  more  th.iii  ninety  days  to  run,  sn  long  a- 
this  practice  may,  in  ll>e  oplnio:\  of  the  bour.l  con 
iribuLe  to  preve:it  the  acciunulation  of  the  debit 
of  t;ie  office  at  t'-.ose  places,  or  until  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  parent  board. 

5  h  'i'rie  b  larl  may  au.iiorlze  the  cashier  of  tb- 
ifBce  a»  Iraw  ou  he  bank  or  its  ufiicea  at  Uo<to:, 
I'r  .vide.ice,  11.  I.  New  York,  Baltimore  or  Wash- 
ington c'ty,  and  determ'ue  the  rate  of  exchange  »t 
wliicli  draughts  shall  be  sold. 

6:'i.  In  the  event  of  aj»,-  unforeseen  demani, 
\v  lich  may  menace  the  safety  of  the  office,  the 
b  lard  mwy  authorize  draughts  on  the  office  at 
Cliarlestoii,  st;.tiiig  lo  said  otfir-e  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  ci  ing  this  authority,  and  reimbursing  the 
amouiU  so  drawn  for,  as  soon  as  may  be  prMcdcable, 
ei  her  from  the  local  resources  of  the  office,  or  by 
•lie  sale  of  draugtics  on  the  bank  or  either  of  ttif 
offices  mentiiined  in  the  preceding  ar'icle. 

lfinthecour.se  of  your  operaiioi.s  between  thU 
liiiie  and  the  month  of  May,  you  can  'raasmit* 
considerable  amount  in  good  bills  at  short  sie'h  j 
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when  the  volume  is  bound.  The  miscellaneous  arti- 
cles in  the  present  sheet  commence  in  pae^e  462. 


payable  in  New  York  or  Boston,  it  will  contribute 
to  reduce  the  balances  aB;ainst  our  offices  in  those 
places,  and  thus  far  protect  our  specie.  Having 
observed  some  hostile  movements  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  your  stale,  the  board  of  directors  will,  1 
apprehend,  suspend  the  operations  of  the  office  at 
Augusta,  until  the  result  is  known.  With  the  ful- 
lest confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  disposition 
of  the  board  at  which  you  preside,  and  in  your  in- 
dividual exertions  to  promote  the  interests  and  re- 
putation of  the  institution, 

I  remain  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  W.  JONES,  pran't. 
It.  Richardson,  esq. 

Pres'i,  office  li.  U.  S.  Savannah. 

XX. 

Extracts  from  correspondence  of  the  president,  prin- 
cipally on  the  subject  of  exchange. 
In  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  bank  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  November  21st 
1818:  "It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  with  the 
modicum  of  coin,  derived  from  the  first  instalment 
(spread  over  the  surface  of  the  union,  at  twenty 
distinct  places  of  deposit)  of  which  454,000  dol- 
lars only,  are  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank;  iis  opera- 
tions must  necessarily  be  very  limi.ed,  until  the 
second  insvalment  shall  be  actually  receive:!,  and 
the  principal  local  banks  evince  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  co-operate  in  the  important  and  indispensa- 
ble work  of  invigorating  public  confidence  by  re- 
suming specie  payments." 

In  another  of  the  27t!i  November:  ••The  board 
.of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  al 
though  satisfied  that  there  is  actually  wiihin  the 
Uniud  States,  an  abundance  of  gold  and  silver 
coin  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  circulating  medium, 
upon  the  legitimate  principles  of  banking,  are  yet 
sensible  that  public  confidence  having  received  a 
deep  wound  from  the  abuse  of  that  system,  re- 
quires more  than  ordinaiy  means  to  restore  that 
confidence  to  its  wontec'  vigor  and  repose,  and  have 
sent  an  agent  to  England."  he. 

April  19di  1818  In  a  letter  to  the  president  of 
the  Charleston  branch:  '-Tlie  discount  of  one  and 
a  half  per  cent,  is  merely  the  index  of  the  course 
of  exchange  between  Ciiarleston  and  Pidladelpiiia, 
which  may  be  no  bar  to  tlieir  interior  circulaiion, 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  revenue,  and  as 
a  convenient  source  of  remittance  from  ihe  west- 
ern states  to  the  city.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
parent  board  to  contract  the  course  of  exchaiige; 
though  the  ample  resources  of  the  bank  will  ena- 
ble the  direction  to  produce  a  teniporHry  equality 
where  the  emergency  shall  justify  the  sucrihcc;  as 
to  specie,  there  would  be  as  little  demand  for  sp  - 
cie  here,  as  there  appears  to  be  in  Charleston,  but 
for  the  adventurers  to  India  and  Cliii!!,  who  are 
giving  thrte  per  cent,  premium  tor  Spanish  dollars, 
although  they  may  be  had  in  Liondon  ai  ten  per 
cent,  below  par  for  sterling  bills,  which  bear  a  pre- 
tnium  here  of  three  per  cent." 
Vol.  XVr ^. 


The  presideiti  sta  e.*,  tha'.  at   the  time   of  sub- 
scription to  the  stock  of  the  bank,  specie  w.is  sis 
per  cent.  »t  tlie  westward,  and  at  fotir'een  percent, 
at  Philadeiphi:i,  Boston  and  New  York.     May  16lli 
1817.     To  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,     "in  thin 
state  of  things  the  directors  believed  it  to  be  their 
solemn  duty,  by  a  rigorous  employment  of  the  cre- 
dit and  resources  of  the  bank,  and  the  assumption 
of  a  high  r-sponsibiliiy,  to  renovate  the  currencv 
by  the  only  efTectual  menns,  therf  sumption  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  all  the  banks  in  the  cities  of  New 
Y^ork,   Fi^iladeipliii,   Baltimore   and  Virginia;   the 
inttiience  and  examp'e  of  whicli  it  was  not  doubl- 
ed would  soon  pervade  the   union.     These  efforts 
have  been  crowned  with  complete  success,  but  in 
order  to  effect  this  the  bank  I\s.s  been  exposed  tn  exi 
traordina!\  hazards,  and  fnctirred  very  considerable 
actual  expense  and  privation.     With  a  capital  and 
resources  untouc'utl  and  ui. contaminated,  the  ba^  k 
engaged  to  snpporl  wit!i  all  is  credit  and  mejn«, 
the  wliole  of  the  b  r  ks  above  mentioned,  ('he  statf 
banks  which  acceded  to  the  propositions  of  the  hank 
of  the  U.  Stales,)  and  the  treasury,  and  in  order  to 
protect  them  and  itself,  against  the  inevitable  and 
destructive  drains  of  specie,  wluch  must  have  taken 
place,  while  inequalities  in  the  exchimges  were  suf- 
fered to  exist,  tlie  bink  of  the  United  States  alone, 
undertook  the  Herculean    task  of  equalizing,  whe- 
ther real  or  artificid,  from  the  district  of  Coltimbifi 
to   Boston,  and   not  only  the  commercial  b.nlancers 
between  the   rcspectivr.  cities,   but  ihe  immec.se 
balances  existing  between   the   banks  themselves, 
the  operation  of  v/hicli    has    been  to  accumuhile 
at  the  most  unfivorable   points    of  excliatige,   th« 
greater   part  of  the    public    balatxts    which  have 
been  transferred  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  real  amount  of  debts  vhich  were  du<^ 
by  the  southern  to  tiie  cistern  states.     A II  thhs  th« 
bank   has    efi'ected    and    maintained,  regardless  of 
the   expenses,  loss  and   inconvenience,  .so  Inpnr  .,.^ 
the   vital  object  of  its  efforts  was  efi'ectually  se- 
cured." 

May  28,  1817.  Presi.lent  to  OhMideston  branch: 
"In  the  meaiitime,  as  the  subject  of  exchange  is 
extremely  interehiing,  and  may  be  nuAtlc  a.verv 
productive  operation,  if  managed  with,  prudenco 
and  a  jiuliciout  foresight  of  tiie  liuctuations  of  com- 
mercial exchange,  and  l!;eir  periodical  causrs,  yon 
are  at   liberty  to   draw  upon  the   office  at  Boston, 


New  York,  and  Bdltjmore,  particularly  the  latter 
and  upon  this  hank,  whenever  the  board  of  direc- 
tors at  which  y  ii  preside,  shall  deem  it  for  the  in- 
teres    of  the  i   s  i'ution,  viz: 

Upon  the  office  at  Boston,  glOO,000 

Do  New  York  100,000 

Upon  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  anv 
amotint  that  can  be  favorably  negociated. 

Upon  the  office  at  B,  lliinore  the  same.  Tlie  of- 
fices  above  named,  will  also  have  authority  to  draw 
upon  your  offic  for  thf  ir  reimi  urse  ,  ent,  whenever 
It  can  be  done  to  adv;.  tagc .  It  is  no  to  be 
wished,  th«i  y(;ii  had  poss-s.-iyv  of  the  post  notes 
of  this  bank,  now  in  circulation  in  your  qnarici,  as 
they  vvi.t  be  sub-tiluted  I'o  excliAUj^e  on  ih>-  nr-rt!-- 
ern  citie^,  and  tins  far  dlmii.ish  the  aniount  wi.ich 
you  might  draw  to  advantage." 

August  13,  1817.     Letter  tobrancli  at  New  Yck 
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direciing  Iht  application  of  S'itJ^.OOO,  received  by 
frigate  liiconsi^nl. 

August  14,  1817  To  Charles'.on  branch.  "The 
oniy  ohjecis  (ia  ihe  letter  of  the  president  of  the 
Ciinlestoii  br.incii,)  vvliich  I  have  not  :dready  !io- 
liced,  are  ihe  iar^e  accession  ot  monied  capiud  at 
your  (.iiice  by  Ihj  stockiiylderij,  puyin^j  tlie  vhird 
instalment  wholly  in  casii,  ins>lead  of  the  audio- 
riz-i*.  pr.'poftioii  of  funded  debt;  and  your  sug- 
prsiiou.  Sec.  (a:)out  purchusiug-  funded  debt,)  ibe 
boiu  J  ol  directors  h^s  foreseen,  with  regre'.,  the 
teni[)ori,ry  inconvenience  wiiich  the  privation  of  a 
lur^e  amount  of  the  produciive  capital  of  the  bank, 
by  tt^e  suostitution  o!  casn  for  funded  debt,  will 
produce  Uiuil  its  gre  it  monied  capital  can  be  ac- 
tivelv  and  safely  tmployedin  the  manner  provided 
by  t;ie  direction." 

September  2,  ISir  Lisi  of  arrivals  of  specie, 
ai..  exed  to  a  letter  lo  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  and 
Co.  aiiiouniiig  to  J^bu2,486. 

Sipiember  3,  lol7.  To  Messrs.  Baring,  Bro- 
thsis  and  Co.  on  the  su  )jeci  of  purchasing  and 
selling  fortigii  bills  of  exchange. 

Sep'.eiiiber  10,  1817.  To  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Co  Ja^naiia,  directing  §500,0^0  to  be  immediately 
shipped  in  specie,  and  2UU,(J00  monthly,  until  the 
ovuer  is  revoked,  to  obtain  dollars  at  4s.  6d.  ster- 
ling, including  expe.ises;  and  doubloons  at  65.52 
shillings  sierimg,  mciuding  all  expenses. 

To  Savannah  brancii.  December  5,  1817.  Tlie 
bank  of  the  Lidted  States  is  integral  in  its  organi- 
zation, but  indjvisable  in  its  interests.  I's  ofiices 
altj.ougli  distantly  located,  have  no  a'ialogy  to  iii- 
stiiudons  established  by  local  authority,  and  the 
apparent  interest  of  any  particular  office,  must 
nLcessaril}    be  subordinate  to  the  general  interest. 

L  tterr  to  Charleston  branch.  February  6,  1818. 
Y^ur  b:'ard  will  please  observe,  sir,  that  it  .s  no 
p^rl  of  the  system  of  the  parent  board,  to  give  a 
dt. finite  capital  to  tlie  respective  offices,  lo  be  em- 
ployed for  the  benefit  of  iheir  several  districts, 
but  to  extend  or  control  their  operations,  as  the 
exigencies  of  commerce,  the  requisitions  of  the  go- 
wriureit  and  the  general  interest  of  the  in&titulioii 
shall,  from  time  to  lime  direct. 

XXI. 

Exlrcict  r,f  a  letter  from  the  president,  to  office  at 
Charlesion,  approving  ijf  the  purchase  of  the  iioica 
oflncal  banks  at  a  discount,  referred  to  in  d<  position 
if  Urn.  Jones-,  as  having  been  sanctioned  by  tlie 
board  of  directors. 

.^pril  I8th  1818. 
The  question  you  have  submitted  relative  to 
the  notes  of  the  local  banks  in  North  Carolina  and 
Ceoigia,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  involved  in 
the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
to  which  you  refer.  A  bank  note  is  not  money;  it 
is  a  promissary  note  lo  pay  money  on  demand  at  a 
given  place,  wiierc  alone  payment  can  be  demanded. 
It  is  in  the  nature  of  an  acceptance,  and  is,  I  con- 
ceive, as  fair  a  subject  of  exchange,  as  any  indivi- 
dual bill  or  note  of  like  i:npori:  To  receive  iheui 
at  p.u',  is  to  deal  and  trade  in  them  as  eHcciually, 
as  to  receive  them  at  any  other  rate;  they  are 
worvh  whatever  me  course  of  excliange  may  at  tiie 
time  indicate,  as  a  bill  at  sight  on  the  same  plate 
would  be.  l  hey  are  therefore  in  my  view,  clcariy 
within  the  exception  to  die  prohibition,  and  may 
lawfully  and  equitably  be  dealt  in  as  a  bill  of  ex- 
cLai'ge. 

XXII. 
Jlesolutions  authorizing  tttscoun'.s  to  pay  specie  part 
of  Id  instalmtnt. 


At  a  meetii  g  of  the  president  aid  direct  irs  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Staif-s, 

December  16th,  1817. 
Present  W.  JONES,  Presideut. 


Biyan.  LC'iper, 

WetheriU,  B<hlen, 

Goddard,  Lloyd, 

Willing,  Boyd, 


Messrs.    Girard, 

Evans, 

Butler, 

R  lis  ton. 

Eyre. 

On  motion, 

A  resolution   relating  to  the  commencement  of 

making  dijcounts  on   the   deposit   of  stock,  was 

read;  and  after  some  co  isideration,  ordered  lo  lis 

on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 

Wednesday  next. 

December  18th,  1817. 
Present  W.  JONES,  President. 
Messrs.   Lloyd,        Willing,  Evans, 

Bohlen,       WetheriU,      B.jtler, 
Eyre,  Goddard,        Rilston. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fol. 
lowing  resolution  laid  on  the  table  at  their  last 
meeting,  and  made  the  order  of  this  day,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  olsi  instant,  the  board 
will  proceed  to  discount}  notes  or  bills,  having  not 
more  than  sixty  days  to  run,  and  made  payable  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  secured  by  a  deposit 
ot  an  equal  amount  of  the  stock  of  this  bank,  or 
on  an  equal  amount  in  public  debt,  at  ninety  per 
cent,  upon  the  par  value  thereof,  with  power  to  sell 
and  transfer  the  said  slock  or  debt,  in  default  of 
payment,  when  due,  of  the  notes  which  may  be  dis- 
counted as  afoies.id;  aad  that  the  respective  boards 
of  directors  of  the  •  ffices  of  discount  and  deposit 
at  Boston,  New  York  and  Bdiimore,  be  authorized 
to  discount,  in  like  manner,  upon  the  same  terms 
and  conditions,  and  to  an  extent  no'  exceeding  one 
euth  of  tiie  amount  of  the  subscrip  \m\  to  the 
Capital  of  the  bank  at  theiF  respective  places. 

After  some  time  spent  in  considering  the  samfj 
it  was  adopted. 

xxiir. 

Resolutions  explanatory   of  those  of  18</t  December 
on  subject  of  loan  to  pay  second  instalment. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  bank  of  the    United  Slates,   December  27lli, 
1816: 

Present,  W.  JONES,  President. 
Messrs.   Butler,        Goddard,        M'Eiien, 
Eyre,  Girard,  Bdilcn, 

Winherill,    Ralston,  Leiper, 

AVilling,       Evans,  Lloyd, 

Bryan. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
Resoived,  That  the  directors  of  the  office  ofdii' 
count  and  deposit  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
ai  B  js'on,   be  instructed  to  restrict  the  discuuot 
permitted  of  >.en  per  cent,  on  the  subscription  ex- 
clusively to  stockholders,  or  to  withhold  the  saiiie 
altogether,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  brancli, 
and  tlie  interests  of  this   institution,  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  said  directors,  be  most  expedient. 
Oa  motion, 
Jicsolved,  That  the  loan  which  may  be  effected, 
in  coiiioniiiiy  to  the  resolution  of  this  board,  passed 
on  tlie  18tii  instant,   be  regulated  in  tlie  following 
manner;  and  the  president   and   cashier  be  aiitno- 
nzcd    to  accept  notes   tor   the  purposes  therein 
:.icntioned,  from  day  to  day,  from  the  Slstinstani, 
to   uie  2Jd  January   ensuing  inclusive,  upon  the 
terms  ai.d  coiulitions    stipulated  in  the  resoliU'*^ 
above  mentioned,  and  in  the  manner  herein  o'^*'^ ' 
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1st.  The  loan  fo  be  effected  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  stockholders  exclusively,  and  to  the 
amount  of  their  respective  proportions  of  the  pay 
ments  in  coin,  on  account  of  the  second  insliilment 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank. 

2d.  The  notes  to  be  accepted,  shall  all  be  dated 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  payable  sixty 
days  after  date,  inchrJing  the  interest  thereon. 

3d.  That  the  stock  to  be  deposited  as  a  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  notes,  shall  be  transferred 
in  trust  to  the  cashier  of  this  bank,  or  to  the 
cashiers  of  the  ofHces  of  discount  and  deposit  re- 
spectively,, and  their  successors  in  office;  and  tiie 
discounters  shall  be  required  to  sign  a  special 
ayreemenl,  stating  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
luan,  and  authorizing  the  president  and  directors 
forthwith  to  sell  the  pledge,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  deem  most  advantageous,  immediately 
upon  the  failure  to  pay  the  notes,  on  vlie  last  day 
of  grace,  in  specie  or  bills  of  this  bank. 

4lh.  And  the  loan  before  mentioned,  shall  be 
made  only  to  stockhokleis  paying  in  full  the  se- 
cond instalment,  on  the  shares  by  them  respective- 
ly held  m  this  bank. 

XXIII.  A. 

Form  of  engagement  ffiven  by  those  ivho  obtained  ac 
C'jmmodat. on/or  the  specie  part  of  the  second  instal- 
ment. 

Philadelphia,  January — ,  1817. 
In  default  of  payment  of  my  note,  dated  this  day, 
payable  60  days  after  date,  to  the  order  of  tlie  rast.- 
ier  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  or  his  successo  ■  iroflice, 
in  specie  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  for  value 
received  by  me,  in  a  loan  obtained  of  the  said  bai;k, 
for  the  specie  proportion  of  the  second  instalment 
of  the  Capital  loereof,  due  by  me  this  day.  It  is 
hereby  distinctly  undeistood  and  agreed,  that  the 
said  cashier  as  trustee  of  the  annexed  certificate 
^'.  pledged  for  the  payment 

of  the  note  aforesaid  in  specie,  or  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  shall  forthwith  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem 
expedient,  and  apply  tlie  proceeds  thereof  in  the 
h  St  place  to  the  discliarge  of  the  said  note  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with  interest  un- 
til paid,  and  all  charges  of  protest,  brokerage,  &c. 
and  pay  over  to  my  order,  the  balance  thereof,  if 
any  sliall  remain, 
M'itness. 


January 
F'ehruary 
March 
April 
May    - 
June 
July   - 
After  July  to  March,  1818, 

Month. 
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i^rtract  of  a  fetter  from   the    cashier  of  the  United 
Stales' dank,  to  J.  If.  JlcCalloh,  esg.  cashier,  Bui- 
tiniove,  dated  Jainiary  16th,  1817. 
E.iclosed,  you  have  the  form  used  at  this  bank, 
ot  an  engagement  to  be  entered  into  by  those  who 
obtam  ail  accommodation  for  the  specie  part  of  the 
sero.id  instalment.     f$y   George  ^ViUiams.   esq.  l 
forward  you  a  number  of  copies  of  tlie  rules  and 
leguluiions  for  the  government  of  the  offices. 
I  am  with  respect, your  obedient  servant, 
^  JONA.  S.MITH,  cashier. 

{  Ihe  ab.veform  isfuruishiid  by  Mr.  Smith,  as  the 
fl'w  tndusediu  said  kt!er.  ) 


Letter  from  JK  Jones,  esq.  to  J.  A.  Bnrhannn.  president  of  the 
office  of  tlie  bank  uf  the  UniteU  Stntet  at  Briltiinorc,  residing 
discounts  on  stock  heini;  made  at  tlie  parent  burin!;  anil  agree- 
ing to  a  disivunt  for  George  li'Miaim  of  370,000  dollars,  upon 
pledged  stock. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  27tli,lSn. 
SIR,— Your  letter  of  the  24th  was  this  day  suhmiited  to  the 
hoard  of  dinotors,  and  it  was  agived  to  (jraiit  the  distouiil  at  tliit 
linnk,  lor  wliieh  Mr.  George  Williams  had  applied  at  tlir  iittice  in 
uliith  you  preside,  and  upon  the  following  conditions,  to  witi 
upon  3700  Shares  of  stock  of  the  b^nk  of  the  United  Slates,  to  he 
transmitted  to  the  cashier,  togfUber  with  a  power  of  attorney,  duly 
executed  a),'reeahly  to  the  form  herewith  enclosed,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams'note  of  hand  forthepar  value  of  the  amount  paid  on  the 
said  sliares  pi.yfible  to  the  cashi.r  ot  tJie  hank  of  the  United 
States,  or  Ills  order,  without  dftalcation,  sixty  days  alter  tlate,  at 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

These  terms  heinp  complifd  with,  a  cheek  on  your  office  wiU 
he  liansmittid  to  Mr.  Williams  for  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of 
Ins  note,  which  it  is  undirstood  will  heappli-d  lu|  thii  rediictioix 
of  the  balance  due  jhe  bank  of  th^  United  States,  by  the  Union 
bank  of  your  city,  iu  the  manner  suggested  in  your  letter  ot  the 
24(h. 

Uponinrestigation  it  appeared  to  the  hoard,  tliat  a  gcmril  .iii- 
ihorily  to  all  the  offices  to  grant  those  extensive  dise<niiits  upon 
stock.  Would  prubahly  ])rodu<;e  consequences  not  contcnujlateil  by 
the  board,  and  that  a  partial  auihurity  might  he  considered  iuvi- 
diuiis. 

It  was  therefore  determined  to  confine  all  discounts  upon  stock 
ofconsidtrablf  magnitude  to  the  board  ol  the  parent  bunk,  ta 
which  appiiealioii  can  be  maile  with  facility  through  the  offices  in 
the  natureol  that  winch  you  have  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 
se'vant.  (Signeil)  \\.  iO^iV.'A,  president. 

James  A.  Biiehaiinan,  esq.  pres-  oftlic  ojjice,  B.  U.  S.  BuUimvre.. 

C^  Kor  No.  26,  see  next  pag--. 

B. 

XXVTI. 

Amount  of  discounts  on  stock,  to  the  30th  July,  1817,  andantOuai 

remaining  unpaid  at  stinieti'me. 

From  the  time  tin  bunk  commenced  iliscoiint- 
iiip  to  the  3otli  of  July,  1817,  notes  ».  eiircd  by 
pieilges  of  stock,  Wltc  discounted  to  the  amount 
"»' -         -        dlls.  3,046,032(11 

And  thi  amount  of  notes,  with  similar  ]>li(lt];'.-s, 
w  hieh  had  been  disconntid  within  the  time  afore- 
said, and  remained  unpaid  un  the  30th  July,  1817, 
i«        -         -        -        ■  S,22l,267  60 

Amount  of  the  above,  paid   off  to  th"  30th  ,fu-  -— _ 

'r>  mi^.  is -        f         ?,SlJ,},C65  0.l 
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xxviia 

Copy  of  a  letter  tothe  secretary  of  the  treasury,  accompanying  and 

e.rplaining  the  sfafcment  uf  the   s/iecie  furnished  the  offices  at 

Boston  and  New  Turk,  respect ivel if. 

Brink  oftlie  UniUit  States  December  9th.   1813. 

SIR,— Having,  ill  my  "leuei-  <■!' tli.  11th  ultimo,  accoiiip;iiiyiiig 
the  statements  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  secretai>  ol'ilie 
treasiiry,  in  cunturinity  to  the  residiition  ot  the  senate  <it  tin-  15th 
April  last,  observed,  that  "of  the  laine  iniponations  uf  spetie  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  at  a  great  expense,  not  on.-  dollar 
lias  been  expended  south  or  west  of  Philadelphia,"  1  have  now 
the  honor  tn  transmit  a  statement,  showing  theainoiiiit  of  specie 
with  wjiich  the  ofFiev'S  ofdiseount  and  deposit  at  New  Voik  and 
Boston,  respectively,  have  been  supplied  since  their  estahlisliinent 
which,  you  will  perceive  considerably  exceeds  the  v.  hole  aniount 
import!  d  by  this  bank. 

This  specification  is  exclusive  of  the  original  specie  part  of  the 
capital  oftlie  hank,  paid  into  the  offices  at  Boston  and  New  York, 
respectively,  and  of  vast  sums  paid  froin  time  to'time  in  specie,  at 
the  l)aiik  and  its soiilhcrii  offices,  to  lastern  age  .ts,  for  eastern 
banks  and  individuals.  There  is  no  distinct  accuunt  of  the  sums 
thus  paid,  bnt  the  magnitude  and  frequ-ncy  of  (he  demands  and 
transportation  of  the  specie  eastward,  are  facts  of  pn'iUe  iiotorie- 
ly.  It  is  also  exclusiv -of  similar  drains  from  the  office  ai  New 
York,  for  east<  rn  account. 

Subseqently  to  the  IPtii  March  last,  when  the  directors  of  the 
office  at  Boston  came  to  the  resolution  of  refusing  to  jay  or  re- 
ceive on  deposit  ^eXi'i'pt  on  public  account)  d:iy  "f  the  notes  of  the 
corporation  madt  payalile  elsewhere,  they  were  collected  by  east- 
ern banks  and  iiulividnals,  in  order  to  draw  the  specie  from  the 
office  at  Nfw  York,  or  the  b.iiik  in  Philadelphia;  and  since  the 
general  restriction  by  the  board  of  directors,  on  the  28lii  August 
iast,  of  the  payment  oftlie  notes  of  the  corporation  to  tlie  terms  of 
'■the  contract,  promise,  or  undertaking,  therein  expressed,"  they 
liave  been  presented  at  the  respectiv;  places  of  payment,  or  ex- 
changed for  the  notes  of  other  banks  in  New  York  and  Philadel. 
]>hia.  by  thi  deposit  of  which  the  specie  has  been  directly  or  indi- 
rectly drawn  fiiDU  this  bank. 

I  have  theh'inorto  be,  with  great  respect,  sir.  your  obedient  ser- 
Tsnt,  (Sigurd)  W.  JOiiKS, president. 

The  honorable  J!'.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  if  the  treasury,  Ifhshingtoncity. 


bnr.k;  in  addition  to  which,  thefol- 
lo'viiig  is  an  esximate  of  the  Ions  of 
prenijiim,  andof  intfrest  wb.ichtlie 
bank  has  sustained  by  the  importa- 
tion of  specie: 

1st.  Of  the  premium,  (at  the  rate  nt 
which  iho  bills  were  then  seliing) 
on  the  immint  of  its  funds  in  Lon- 
don, applied  to  the  reimhiirsemen^, 
agency,  interest,  &.c.  of  the  specie 
imported  in  the  thirteen  vessels 
first  mentioned  147,130  5Y 

2d.  O'  five  moi-itlis  interest  on  the  sum  of 
S4,'.'27,845  2.5,  allowing-  3  months 
from  the  time  of  purchase  to  the 
time  of  maturity  of  bills  remitted 
to  London,  in  payment  tor  specie, 
and  two  mn^iths  for  the  shippinj; 
and  transit  of  the  specie  to  the  U 


Stales, 

3d.  Of  the  premium  on  tlie  amount  cf 
the  b:il'ince  of  specie  imported  to 
tliis  date,  s.'iy  go, 791.389  13  cents, 
at  ^tlis  per  cent. 


105.696  13 


28,435  4-2 


Slatemevi  rf  the  amovnl  of  specie  imported  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  tvith  its  costs  <mil  expenses, 
difitinirxit^himr  the  time  tmd  conn  try  from  luhich  eui  h 
imfio''iittivn  7tias  made,  and  also  bet\i'eev  gold  and 
silver. 

[  I'tiis  is  a  very  l^irge  table,  occupy-n-T  full  a  iialf 
sheet  in  the  official  documents — and,  beiievinp 
that  every  useful  purpose  may  be  ;is  well  ttttainetl 
by  making  an  abstract  of  it  as  in  pub;  shinj;^  it  in 
extenso,  we  have  preferred  'o  (ijive  our  ti/ne  to  tiie 
former  r.iiher  than  spare  the  room  ihr  \hc  latter. 

T!ie  w'lole  amoiuit  of  specie  imported  in  fift} 
vess -Is,  was  $57,311,750  50  -  of  which  there  was  in 
gold  the  v-..lue  of  nearly  SSOO.OOO — about  one-half 
received  froui  London,   and  the   other  half  froi,-. 
Lisbon — the  rest  was  in  silver. 

The  first  importation  arrived  in  the  U.  States  on 
oOih  July,  1817— the  last,  on  the  5:h  Dec.  1818. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  places  from 
wherce  and  at  wliich  the  vessels  arrived,  und  of  the 
specie  received  from  each  pl.ice: 


From 

At 

At 

At 

At 

At 

Nf  w-York 

Philad'lp'a 

Boston. 

Baltimore. 

Norfolk 

.■     — 

Leghorn 

136,376  86 

46,119  92 

Lisbon 

297,422  90 

6ibraltar 

242,185 

70,000 

.taniaica 

1,35J,<391 

224,621  56 

son.ooo  00 

London 

716, IJl   11 

123,467  02 

Havre 

,1,1  J  9,842  43 

186,600 

Antwerp 

101.200 

Bordeaux 

26.840 

Havanna 

327,929  28 

which,  severally  added  tofyether,  makes  the  amount 
of  S7;31 1,750  50,  :is  above  stated. 

Exfienses  of  importation. 
Here  is  a  long  statement  of  the  cost   and  charges 
of  irriporiation,  including  freights  and  insurance— 
but  in  a  general  way,  and  iiot'showing  the  particu- 
lars of  such  costs  and  charges;  the  aggega-p  is, 

S244,G35  26 
1  he  table  concludes  thus — 
The  forej.- oing  is  the  amount  of  the  cost 
Slid  c-i|ieii,-.es  uctvally  nuid  bv  tie 


And  the  real  cost  and  expenses  are,  ^525,297  38 
(jjfAll  the  contracts  for  specie  appear  to  i  ave 
been  made  in  London,  except  one  with  Thurei  h. 
Co.  of  Paris,  for  nearly  half  a  million.  Thos.  Vd-oii 
8c  Co.  we  e  t  e  chef  ageut.s  in  L  .ndon;  Tiuring, 
Brothe  s  &.  Co.  and  Reid,  Irving  and  Co.  were  in« 
t'  rested  to  about  one  fourth  of  the  whole.] 

XXIX. 

Agreement  between  the  bunk  and  Messrs.  Baring  for  tiic  purchase 
of  specie. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  ofthebankof  the. 
United  States,  held  the  2Pih    April,  1817,  the    following  coiUracr 
was  laid  before  the  board: 

Directors  present,  29th  April,  1817, 
W.  JONES,  President. 
Messrs.  Girard,  Willing,  Savage, 

Butler.  L  iper,  Go-Idard, 

Ralston,  Evans,  ConnellVj 

Price,  M'Euen, 

Agreement  made  this  12ih  day  i>f  March, in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1817,  between  the  presidi  nt,  direitors  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  their  attorney  in  fact,  John  Serg  'ant.  of 
the  one  part,  and  Alexander  Baring,  H-'iry  liaring,  Thomas  Nix- 
on, .folni  Deaco'i, and  Swinton  C.  Htdiand.in  copavinersbip,  .inder 
thefirraof  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.  a:id  Thomas  ileii!.  Job')  Ir- 
ving, George  Irving  and  John  Ha-  R<  id  in  copartnership,  under 
the  (irmof  Ui'ii.,  Irving  and  Co.  of  th- other  part. 

1.  '1  he  said  parties  of  th"  second  part,  agree  and  engage  to 
tend  to  the  said  parlies  of  the  first  part,  th  •  sum  of  sfven  hun- 
dred and  forty  five  thousand,  five  hundred  pounds  sterling, equal 
to  three  miliions,  one  hundred  and  ninety  five  thousand  dollars, 
(vstiniating  eachdollarat  tour  shillings  and  etj^hl  p,-ne-i  sterliii'<; 
t'roi;i  the  date  of  this  agreement,  till  the  first  day  of  Jar.ii  iry  1SI9  , 
atan  intfrest of  five  per  cent,  per  annum;  to  be  computed  tmm 
the  date  of  this  agreement  and  to  be  pail  in  London  lulf  yearly, 
the  first  payment  of  interest  to  be  made  0!i  the  twelith  -'ay  of 
September  next. 

2.  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  8p;ree  and  engage  to  de- 
liver to  the  saiti  parties  o(  the  first  part,  within  six  iiontbs  from 
the  date  of  these  presents,  the  sloivsaid  amount  or  ium  of  three 
m.llions  one  hundred  a-id  ninety  five  llioiisanJ  dollars  as  loll  iws, 
that  is  to  say— not  less  than  one  half  th>reof  in  gooil  Spanisli  dol- 
lars, of  full  Weight  and  standard  fineness,  and  the  u'liaini  ghalii 
either  in  the  same  kind  of  dollars,  or  in  th-  g-dd  co.iis  c!  Porui- 
gal,  France  or  Spain  of  thv  present  standard,  such  i-'ll  cd^us  ifj  be 
estimated  and  received  at  the  following  rates  to  witithe  ■j;a':\  i.iiis 
of  Portugal  at  the  rate  of  on  dollar  fjr  every  twenty  s.  v-n  graim; 
tht  gold  coins  of  Fr.s.ue.at  the  rate  of  o.ie  dollar  fors  v  -ry  twen- 
ty seven  and  a  half  gains,  and  the  gold  coins  of  Sp.iiu  at  i!le  riile 
of  one  dollar  fiir  every  twenty  ■  ight  and  a  half  grai  s  The  s -.id 
amount  or  sum  of  three:  niiliiuiis.  oue  butidrd  and  ninety  live 
thousand  dollars  in  the  d  ■scnpl'O.i  of  com  .iforesi'ft,  tub- deli- 
vered to  the  presiilent. dir  cto;s  andconpany  oftli?  b-ank  U:-.it.d 
States,  within  til  •  afore.aid  period  of  six  months,  in  the  United 
Stat'S,  free  .jf  »11  charge,  at  so.ne  one  or  more  of  the  folluVving 
ports, tci  wit.  Philadelphia.  N.>v  York.  Bo>;.ia  or  Bil.ioi' r^.i'  be- 
ing cl.aily  understood  and  agiv;  d,  that  th"  afMres-.iid,iric  •  or  sum 
offour  sbllliiigs  and  eight  p  nee  sterling  the  dollar,  is  to  lie  iii"^i!l 
ot  ail  cliarges  of  whatsoever  kind,  as  wtll  for  th--  iiegv.-iiiii'ei.  as 
foroliiairiii  g,  f'lipjijiig,  and  d'livering  tie- said  ammint  nl  i.iree 
millions  one  hundred  and  einety  five  thousand  doUiirs  in  the  ;,rnre- 
said  di-scripiion  of  coin. 

3.  Ills  also  uiiderslood  and  aj  -ed,  t'lit  ii'a  '     p-jrf  ofrhe  said 
,  BiDouii:  of  three  laUiions,  one  hundred  aitdniaity  five  liiyujai!-* 
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dtillars  siioiilO  be  delivered  »t  the  pbrts  aforesaid,  or  either  of 
them  aftir  tlie  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  six  moiitlii,  and 
wiihiii  the  period  ol  nine  months  from  the  date  of  ttiis  aeiee- 
Difiit,  the  same  sliall  be  received  by  the  said  parties  ot  the  first 
liari;  but  the  said  parties  of  tUe  second  part,  shall  allow  tothesaid 
parlies  of  tlie  first  part,  interest  therenpon  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  iieranniim,  to  be  computed  from  the  expiration  of  the  said 
period  of  six  months  totiictimeof  the  delivery;  but  it  is  aUn  tx- 
JJTessIy  nnderslood  and  ai;reed,  tin  t  the  said  parlies  of  the  'irst 
part,  !>re  not  to  be  considc  red  as  hound  to  receive  on  accotnit  of 
tliis  ajjrremeni,  any  part  of  the  said  amonnt  or  siim.aJter  tlieex- 
pirn'inn  of  the  said  period  of  nine  months   from  the  date  of  this 

acre-ment.  ,    .      .,  ,        . ,        ..       ,. 

4.  It  is  further  understood  and  agreed,  that  iftlie  stud  parties  ol 
tlie  second  part. after  havin«  used  their  best  endeavors  to  deliv.r 
tl>e  gold  and  silver  coins  Hforesaid,  in  the  manner  and  witliin  ttie 
4)eriod  herein  before  stipulatcil  and  apreed,  should  not  be  ablt.  to 
deliver  the  whole  ainenutcontractKl  for  asalbresaid,  then,  and  in 
th.it  ease,  the  ifr -sent  operation  in  all  its  parts,  as  well  in  relation 
to  the  loan  and  interest  ai  otherwise,  shall  be  considered  as  limit- 
ed from  the  hesinning;,  to  the  amount  or  sum  that  shall  be  so  de- 
liveieJ,  estimating  the  doUir  atfonr  sliilhngs  anil  right  pence 
sterling;  and  the  said  parties  of  th*  second  paVt  sliall  fortliwuh 
restore  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  a  proportionable  part 
of  the  certificates  of  funded  ileM,  "^and  powers  deposited  as  pro- 
vided for  ii.  the  sixth  article;  that  is  to  say,  one  dollar  of  funded 
dehl,  for  every  dollar  short  delivered;  and  if  before  that  time  any 
payment  of  interest  shall  have  been  made  by  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  on  account  of  the  said  loan,  the  excess  of  such  iuts- 
rest,  beyond  wliiit  oup,ht  to  have  been  paid,  having  r(*ganl  to  the 
sniiitint  ofCDin  delivered,  shall  beplacidto  their  credit  on  account 

ol  the  priiicip:il.  ,«.•>., 

5.  The  said  partii  s  of  the  first  part,  hereby  engage  and  a^ree 
to,  and  with  the  said  parties  oftlio  s'>cond  part,  that  the  saiil  par- 
ties  of  the  second  part,  well  and  faithrully  perforiniii;;  their  eo. 
ff:.f;eiiie!ils  and  agreements  afon  said,  (hey  will,  on  (,r  hetuve  the 
sail!  first  of  ,Iani]ary,13IP.  wtll  and  fiiitlifully  repay  to  them,  tlit 
said  parlies  of  the  second  part,  the  amount  of  tlitf  said  loan  Wiih 
the  ai  reus  ot  interest,  tint  may  remain,  if  any  there  shall  he, 
such  repnvnient  to  be  made  in  London;  and  tiiat  in  the  mean 
time,  thev 'will  pay  in  London,  to  the  said  parties  of  thi;«.  cond 
part, the  interest  upon  the  said  loan,  lixlf  yearly,  at  the  rate  offivK 
ptr  Cent,  per  anmini, computing 'he  same  (ioin  ihedate  of  these 
presents,  so  (hat  the  liist  payment  shall  be  n;ade  on  the  12th  of 
St  pieml'er  iiext- 

6.  Tosecuie  the  repayment  of  the  said  loan,  a!  the  time  ami  in 
the  manner  her  inbc  lore  stipulated,  tlic  said  (.aviies  of  the  first 
part  agree  and  engage  to  deposit  as  a  pledge,  certificates  of  six 
per  cent,  funded  li'  bt  ol  the  United  States,  (o  the  amouol  of  threw 
millions,  one  hundred  and  ninety  five  thousand  dollars,  wiihsiil- 
ticicnt  powers  of  transfer;  audit  is  unrlerstood  and  agreed,  that  if 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  not  in  some  manner,  have 
provided  fifteen  days  before  the  said  first  of  .January,  1819,  I'd,- 
The  repayuii  nt  of  the  said  loan,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
may  proceed  to  sell  the  said  funded  debt  for  their  reimbursement, 
for  the  best  prices  tlK-y  can  ohta'ni. 

.  7.  Itis  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  reserve  to  thems«  Ives  the  liberty  of  paying  off  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  said  loan,  before  the  said  first  day  January,  1819. 
giving  two  niontlu  notice,  and  of  withdrawing  a  jiroportioiiahle 
part  oftlie  deposit  or  pledge,  and  Irom  the  time  of  any  such  pay- 
ment the  interist  shall  cease  upon  the  amount  so  paid  o(f. 

8.  The  said  parties  of  (he  second  part,  agree  antl  engage  to  and 
•ttith  the  said  parties  ol  the  first  part,  that  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  paying  offany  portion  of  the  said  loan  in  manner  afore- 
said, they  will  immediately  restore  t«  the  said  parlies  of'tbe  first 
part,  a  proportionable  part  of  the  certificates  of  United  States 
fiindrd  debt,  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  and  of  the  powers  ol  transfer 
accompanying  the  same,  and  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part, 
paving  oft"  and  discharging  the  whole  of  the  said  loan  as  herein- 
hefiire  stipulated, (hey  will  well  and  faithfully  restore  the  whole 
of  the  said  certificates  of  funded  debt,  and  tbe  powers  of  transfer 
a'-Companying  the  same. 

9.  For  the  true  and  faithful  perform.-jnce  of  all  and  singular  the 
stipulations,  articles  and  agierments  hereinbefore  contained,  the 
parties  bind  tlvmselves  mutually  to  each  other  firmly  by  these 
presents- 

In  witne«  whereof  they  have  hereiinto  interchangeably  set  tlieir 
lianas, and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 
XXX. 
Renolntion  allmving  coniperisf/llon  to  My.  Ser,^cnnt. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  (lie  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Nnvemha-  2^th,  1818.. 
Present.  \V.JONP:s,president. 
JiJessrs.  Oirard,        Buchanan,        Ralston, 
Willing,      Sergeant,  Lloyd. 

Smith,        Bohlen,  Kodney. 

Leiper,      Kvans,  Wetherill, 

Hoyd,  Kyre,  W'EuHi, 

Goddard,  Kutler, 
Dcsoheil.ThjiixUe  comnensation  to  be  allowed  John  Serreant, 
esquire,  tor  his  services  as  the  agent  otthis  bank, be  twenty  ilioii- 
saiid  dollars,  to  include  all  his  expenses,  together  with  the  com- 
pensation and  expenses  of  his  assistant;  and  that  if  he  shall  be 
employed  on  the  business  of  said  agency,  for  a  longer  period 
than  twelve  months,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  pro-rata  compensu 
tiou. 

XXX  f 
Resolution  authori-int;  nffires  to  disrouut  on  lilrilged  stock. 

Extract J'lotH lilt  iniuutei-,  25th  Jui-j,  1.B17. 


Present,  AV.  JONES,  president. 
Messrs.   Ralston,  Evans,  Savage. 

Williugj^  Wetherill,       Goildard, 

Bohlen,  Eyre,  Connelly, 

Lwper,  .M-Enen,         Bolton. 

Whereas,  It  may  be  convenient  and  desirable  to  stockholders  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  other  p-rsoiis  holding  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  to  obtain  teoiporary  loans  upon  their 
notes  made  payable  to  the  cashier  of  the  office  of  discount  and 
deposit  at  the  plact;  of  their  residence.and  secured  by  a  iileilge  of 
stock  of  this  l)a;ik,  or  funded  debt  of  the  United  States  at  the  par 
value  thereof,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  required  loan;  be  it 
therefore  resolved,  that  the  offices  of  this  bank  be  respectively 
authorized  to  grant  such  loans,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  this 
board;  that  the  weekly  st.atements  of  such  offices  shall  exhibit  the 
amount  of  such  loans  distinct  from  the  amount  of  bills  and  notes 
discounted:  and  that  blank  powers  of  attorney  to  transfer  and 
sell  the  stock  or  debt  so  pledged,  in  conformity  to  the  powers  used 
for  similar  loans  obtained  of  this  bank,  but  with  such  modifica- 
tion as  tlie  substitution  of  the  offices  for  the  hank  may  require.be 
traosoiitted  to  the  offices  respectively  for  that  purpose. 

xxxn. 

Ciirnlar.  respecting  payment  of  thud  imtnlment,  by  which  tintsg 
are  agreed  to  tie  received, and  iiitere.vt  is  directed  to  be  charifiU. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mat/  — ,  18 1?'. 


SIR— You  will  please  to  cause  the  eJiclosed  notice  "to  be  pub- 
lished at  least  twenty  days  prior  to  th.;  first  of  July  next,  in  two 
newspapers  printed  at  each  of  the  places  for  which  your  office  is 
designated  as  the  place  of  payment  ol  the  third  instalment  of  the 
eapna!  subscriheil  at  those  places  respectively,  and  yon  will  re- 
ceive in  conformity  to  the  said  notice,  and  at  the  rates  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  nicorporation,  the  payments  which  may  be  tendered 
O'l  account  thereof 

It  is  not  intended  to  exact  from  the  subsoribers,  the  actual 
paymentof  the  specie  proportion  in  com,  provided  they  tender  to 
you  aji  equivalent  amount  in  the  notes  of  this  bank,  or  any  of 
Its  offices,  which  may  be  then  payable  on  demand,  or  id'any  liank 
in  your  place,  which  is  known  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie  on  de- 
mand. 

.■ihoold  the  payments  on  account  of  the  subscriptions  to  the 
capital  oi  the  bank,  which  you  are  authorised  to  receive,  he  in 
any  case  dekayed  after  the  first  of  July  next,  you  will  not  grant  a 
receipt  for  aoy  such  pajuu'iit  until  the  interest  from  the  first  of 
July  next,  to  the  day  ol  actual  payment  be  also  paid,  on  the  whole 
amount,  if  the  instalment  of  the  whole  shall  be  paid  in  coin;  and 
nil  the  specie  part  only,  if  the  funded  debt  proportion  shall  be  so 
transferred  to  the  baok.as  to  convey  to  it  the  interest  thereon, 
from  the  1st  of  July. 

The  enclosed  order  will  enable  yon  to  procure  from  the  com- 
missioners of  the  hank  the  transcript  of  the  original  subscription 
books.aiid  such  other  documents  in  relation  to  the  payinents  on 
account  of  the  second  instalment,  as  may  be  necessary  to  regulate 
the  receipts  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  The  stockholder* 
are  requested  to  produce  the  coinmissioners  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ments which  have  been  made,  or  the  certificates  of  stock  which 
may  have  been  issued  in  lieu  thereof;  and  it  is  extrem  ly  desira- 
ble that  they  should,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  which  the 
want  ol  these  references  will  occasion,  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
stock  account  of  the  bank;  but  their  production  is  not  to  be  con- 
sideied  as  indispensable  to  the  receipts  of  such  payments  as  may 
be  tendered,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  authority  of  the 
party  to  claim  a  distinct  receipt  for  any  such  payment. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  ohf .  serv'^. 

'  ,  prcnidc'it. 

,  president,  office  B.  IT,  S.  at  

xxxir  A. 

Blank  farm  of  transfer  stock  to  Wain  discounts. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  wh.reai  have  ob- 
tained a  discount  from  the  bank  oftlie  United  Slates,  on pro- 
missory note  bearing  date  the dav  ot  IHI  ,  fiu-  the  sum 

ol ,  payable  ill  sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  and have 

agreed  to  pledge belonging  to ,  tbe  certificates  whereof 

have  been  delivered  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  previous  to  the  execution  hereof,  for  securing  as  well  the 
payment  of  the  same,  as  the  payment  of  aiiv  other  discount  lli:i( 

may  hereafter  obtain  from  the  said  bank:  Xuw  know  ye, that 

in   consideration    of  the   premises    and    for    val He  received, 

hereby  assign  all interest  in  the  said  stock  to  the  cashirr  of 

the  b.iuk  of  the  Uiiite-I  States,  in  trust  and  for  the   purposes  a- 

forcjaid,  and ilo  .authorize  and  empower  the  said  casliicr.in 

person  or  by  substitute,  to  transfer  the  said  stock  to  ihi-  pr.sidiiil, 
ilirectors  and  company  of  the  said  bank  at  any  time  they  shall  de- 
mand the  same  of ,  to  beheld  by  them  in   trust  fiir  the  like 

purposes,  and  in  default  of  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  note,  or 

in  tliedufaultotthe  paymuit  of  any  other  note  on  which lint- 

after  may  obtain  a  discount, .  do  authorize  and  empovfer  the 

said  cashirti-,  or  ths-  said  president,  directors  and  company,  iu  case 
the  said  stock  shall  be  then  standing  iu  their  nanus,  in  pirsonor 
by  substitute,  to  sell, assign,  and  tiaiisti  r  unto  any  pi  rsoii  or  pir- 
soiis,as  much  of  the  said  stock  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  what- 
ever may  be  due  on  the  aliires.iiil  note,  or  any  other  note  to  be 
discounted  as afiiresaiil,  together  with  the  neces.-,ary  exjieiis-s  at- 
tending the  same.     In  witness  whenof have  hen  luiios.  t-- 

hand  and  seal  the  d.iy  of ■,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord,  «ni: 

thousand  eight  liundr>daiid  — . 

.'iealcdand delivered  \ 

in  tlic  prcsenir  i,f'^  /,.  S. 

Beit  kiiowii,iliaton  (he day  of ,  A.  D.  ISl  ,  before  me 

Cleimnt  C.  Bidille,  esquire,  notary  jiublic  for  the  commuiiweslth 
of  Pi  nnsvlvaiiia,  residing  in  tin- city   of  Philadelphia    persoiiall) 

ajipiaied above  named,  and  acknowledged  the  above  assigii 

uicut  and  letter  of  attorney  to  be net  and  deed. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  h.^reiiiito  set  my  hand  and  affix- 
ed my  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  afuresaid. 

xvx'.n. 

Itesnliitionauihori sing  the  prcsiilc-t*  nnil  cnsfiier  to  reiwiv  notes  on 
stuck. 
At  a  meeting:  of  the  presiileiu  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Viiited  States— 

September  30th,  1817. 

Pit  sent.  W.  Jones.  i)re.»ident. 
Messrs.   Bnrlpr,  I-'^lier,  Bryan, 

Girard,  Evans,  flodrtart, 

Wjllinsj,  R\re,  Fisli-r. 

BohlPD,  M'Kiien,  Connelly. 

Savae;r,  Bolton, 

On  motion . 
neiolvei],  Thattlip  prrsident  9»d  cashipr  bt»  authorized  to  dis- 
conntfor  thf  renewal  ofsuch  notes  as  may  hee<iiiie  due  between 
discount  days  on  stock,  until  othtrwise  directed. 

X\viV 
Jietolufion  authorizing  substitution  nf  note  of  ptirchnser  of  stock. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Voited  States: 

Vlnvemher  6lh,  1818. 
Present.  W.  .TONES,  president. 
Messrs.   Ruth  r,  Evans,  Connelly, 

I.eiper,  M'Euen,        Willinp^, 

Price,  Savage,  Coulter, 

Bohlen,  Goddard,        Lippincott. 

Lisle.  Bolton, 

On  motion. 
Kesotved,  That  the  president   and   ca^hinr  he  authnrtzml,  in  all 
oases  when  required  by  thf  party,  to  substitute    th>-  note  arid  hy- 
pothecation of  the  person  to  whom  the  sfoek  may   be  transferred, 
and  on  which  loans  at  par  have  hern  made  b)  this  bank. 

XXXV 
Resolution  niithnrizing  discounts  on  stock  at  125  dolls,  per  share. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  presidtnt  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U- 
Qited  Stales: 

August  26.  181V 
Present:— W  Jones.  President, 
Messrs.  »irard        Willing         Leiper        Savige.  Connelly 

liutl,  r         Smith  Evans  Gcddarr.        Bolton 

Ralston       Bohlen  F.Tre.  Fislier. 

^solved.  That  the  substitution  of  money  in  li-  u  of  funded  debt, 
in  the  payments  to  the  capital  stock  of  this  biiik.  and  the  r.v 
demptionof  upwards  of  thirteen  'nillions  of  th-  luudeil  debt,  pro- 
portion of  the  capital  stock,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sinkiHg 
fund,  renders  it  necessary  to  extend  the  diseounts  of  the  hank,  in 
proportion  to  tht- increase  of  the  moaii'd  capital,  in  order  to  afford 
a  reasonable  dividend  to  the  stockholders;  that  as  no  better  sVeu- 
rity  can  be  offered  than  the  stoek  of  the  bank,  at  a  safe  and  re.i- 
sonabh"  valuation,  and  as  therf- is  good  nason  to  believe,  that  th« 
banks  it)  Nw  York,  and  elsewhere,  have  loaned  ii|>on  the  stoi:k  of 
this  haidi  at  the  rat"  of  120  dollars  per  share,  and  perhaps  more, 
andof  course,  that  little  or  none  can.  under  the  existimj  regula- 
tion, be  expected  to  be  offered  to  this  bank,  when  th  •  actual 
market  value  is  so  much  above  par:  therefor-,  it  is  expedient. that 
the  loans  on  the  stock  of  the  bank  be  extended  tn  the  rate  of  125 
dollars  per  share,  upon  notes  to  ihjt  amount,  with  cwu  approved 
names.* 

XXXVI. 
Resolution  to  discount  on  hands  after  tlie  20th  Fehrtiary,  1817,  paya- 
ble in  notes  ofsfx-ie  pa'jing  banks. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 

United  States— 

January  9th,  1817. 
ResiAved,  That  tlie  board  Uking  a  deliberate  view  of  the  present 
and  pi'ospective  resources  of  the  bank,  and  of  th'  disposition  and' 
means  exhibited   by  the  government  to  aid  the  op-rati-ms  of  the 
bank,  and  sustain  its  efforts  to  facilitate  the  fiscal  measmes  of  the 
treasury,  and  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,   is  of  o|>inioH, : 
that  the  bank  will  be  enabl-d  to  afford  the  required  facilities  during 
the  period  meiitioneil  by  the  sv cretarv;  and   to  this  end,   the  hank 
and  Us  branches  will,  from  the  29th  ofFibruary.   to  th^  1st  of  July 
next,  discount  approved  bills  on  notes  not  having  more   than  sixty  I 
days  to  run,  and  made  payable  in  specie,  or  not  -s  of  the  bank  of  th>' 
United   States,  or  other  banks  actually  paying   specie    for  their 
notes  on  demand,  lor  those  who  may  hav.-    bonds  to  pa)    (hiving 
that  period,  on  a'-eount  of  th>-  revenue  arising  frura  imports  in   the  j 
principal  commercial  cities. 

XXXVFT.  I 

Resolution  rating  puhUc  funded  debt  at  par,  instead  qfn.  i 

At  a  meeting  of  the    president   and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
llie  Unitetl  States- 
May  20fA,  1317.      I 
Present,  W.  Jones,  president. 
Messrs.  Girard      Willing        Bryan       Goddard       Fishev 
Butler        Bohlen         Coivelly     Evatis  Price 

Bowne  Ltiper  HaUton 
Savage. 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  reselntion  of  this  hoard,  as  di- 
rects thnt  the  six  per  cent,  slock  of  tht-  United  Slatrs  shall  be 
rat  d  iit  SO  per  cent.  l)e  rescinded,  and  until  olh  rwise  (liri:e,ed,the 
said  stoek  shall,  in  all  deposits  to  sueure  the  payment  of  notes,  be 
rated  at  par. 

*Xote  by  the  committee.— The  practical  construction  given  to 
this  resolution  was,  that  an  endorser  was  required,  and  was  held 
lia^k  only  fui-  tlic excess  a^ove  the  par  value  of  the  stock.  I 


xvxv  u 

Resolution  requiring  reduction  of  discounts  on  pledgr-r stock  ,ahox'e 
its  par  value,  or  the  substitution  of  stork  nl  par. 
.\X  a  meeting  of  the  prssident  ami  directors   of  llie  bank  of  thii 
United  States: 

Ortofier  20ih,  1318. 
Present.  AV   JOMF.S,  president. 
Messrs.  Buller,        Willing.        Rians,       Cmilt.-r       Lisle, 

Cmn-IIy.     Leiyer.  M'Euin.    Litipiiicott  Goddard. 

Res'ih'i'd.  That  thecashif-rs  ol  th"  rfsp»ctivi  olie  s,  at  «hir!i 
discounts  oil  the  eolhifn  il  S'  curifv  iiP  stock  <if  this  ''a  k  rw.y  have 
hopu  granted,  be  iiistrin-i  il  to  inform  t'losp  who  ■iia\  hav^  honow- 
ed  at  a  rate  excfpiling  t'l-  par  vn.lii-  t'ler  of,  «h  it  a  itmIio'!  in  of 
twcntv  five  per  cut.  ol'th.  excrss  will  lie  r- quirr'l  i-vi  ry  siUy 
days,  until  the  whole  of  the  jaid  exe  ss  v!i:ill  h-  extitigiiishe  1;  or 
t'lat  atiy  such  liorrower  may.  at  his  option,  phdec  sueli  in  a'rtiti- 
oiial  amount  of  funded  debt  of  tin-  Uoiteil  States,  or  stock  o!  tilis 
bank  at  th-  par  valae  thereof,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount  of 
such  excess. 

XXXTX 
Resolution  ntipoiiiting  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
on  'tgc'icy  in  Fjjni'ir,  to  pay   ''/ink  dtviiicnds. 
At  a  melting  of  the  presi.lent  and  ilii -etors  of  the  Ijank  of  the 
United  States: 

November  llh,  IBlo. 
Present.  W   JONES,  president. 
Messrs.  Girard,      Ruiler,    Bnehanan,        llahlon,    Piiee 

Willing',    Lloyd,      Ch.)uncey  Smith,       liolikTi, 

Li  per,      Evais,     Whetherill,        M'F.inn    Sivige, 

Eyre,  Bry  <u,     Boyd,  Gerlflird,  ]>  i    he''. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Smith    offered  the  following  resolution,   wliieh    \vm 

adopted: 

WejO/ir7,  That  a  committee  be  appolMtei  to  tak'into  consiile- 
ration  the  propriety  of  estaldishing  an  ageney  io  London,  for  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  upon  siicli  proportion  of  th"  eipit,il 
stock  of  this  bank,  as  may  '>e  held  by  persons  risidiogin  l.iir'ipi  • 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  report  to  the  board  on  .Moiel.ij-,  thv 
2,sth  instant. 

Messrs.  RalitOQ,  Price,  AViliing,  Bjlilcn  and  Ej  re,  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Xf. 

Report  of  committee    unfavorable  to  an  agency  in  England  to  pay 
bank  dniilcnds. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  nr'sidi'iit  an;l   directors    nrih"  linnU   of  the 
United  States,  held  '^Oth    November,  1816,  the  following  report  of 
a  committee  was  consider-''. vii: 

Present,  W.  .lONKS.  pre,sidpnt. 
Messrs.  Girard.         Leiper,       Lnyd.       BoliK'i,       Williu'r. 
Aslor,  Rodney,    Evans,     Serg^nt,    Gj.llar,!. 

Buchanan,  MF.nen.  Eyre,         Boyi), 
Livingston,  Smith,       Butler.      Wctherill. 
The  committ  -e,  appointed  to  tak-  i:;to  oonsid.'ralion  (he  propriety 
of  establishing  an  ag  ney    in  London,  to    provide  for  ti.e  pay- 
ment of  the  Hivid'nds  on  the  portion  of  the  capital    stm  I;  belli 
by  persons  residing  in  Europe,  and  to  whom  was  referr.-d  a  let- 
fprfroni  James  Renwick,  esq.  hf  g  leave  to  R  port- 
That,  in    considering  the  suoject  of  .\n  agency  for   paying  the 
divid.ndsin  Europe,  the  advantacr'  s  to  be  derived  by  enhaneing 
the  valne  of  the  shares  of  the  capital  stock   -f"  the  fiaok.  am'  the 
probable  effect  which  such  a  measure  wou'd  have  on  r  do -ing  the 
rate  of  exching",  by    indii(i»g  capifaliils  to  invest  tl'ilr  funds  in 
the  stock. and  tlvrehy  faeilifiii'ig  the  resu-vptioii    o!  speeie  pay- 
ments, have  hei-ii  (Inly  appreciated;  an  I  nothing  hot  a   smIous  ap- 
prehension that,  under  the  existii.g  nnfavorabi  ■  balance  of  trade, 
a  heavy  loss  \ttonld   proha'-Iy  accrne  to  the  bar,k,    could  influence 
the    committee  to    decline  th     iinqnalified    rernmnn  n'stion  of 
such  a-gency    But  if,  as  it  is  supposed,  a  considerable  additional  sum 
to  th-'  nominal  dividends  would    be  necessary  to  iw-jke    payoieitts 
in  Europe,  there  wcmid  jiiitlv  he  grent  cause  of  coaiplaint  on  the 
part  of  the  Amrrica'i  stockholder.     T</    remit,  howevtr,  the  divi- 
dends to  Enirland  for  the  aecount  of  the  holders  of  the    stoek  in 
Europe,  cannot,  in    the  opinion  of  vour  cim-.iittee,  be  obirtirj 
to;  for  which  purpose,  an  agent  ndglit  be  -ippninted  tf)  act  for  ihii 
proprietors  of  the  stock,  as  well  as  for  the  hank. 

In  considi'ving  the  proposition  of  Mr.  R.  nwick.  as  t'le  afent 
of  Messrs.  Ri  id,  Irving  an. I  Co.  of  London,  to  supply  the  Uaid; 
with  ten  millions  of  doll  ars  in  stieeie.  the  committee  Aere  h  d  i9 
make  the  following  inquiries  of  ilist  gi  iitleinan,  \\i.— 

In  the  event  of  an  arrangement,  can  the  pledge  of  stoek  de  dis- 
pells'd  with? 

Can  a  lower  price  be  named,  nt  which  the  specie  would  be  fur- 
nish'd? 

Can  the  condition  of  future  exclusive  agency  for  the  bank  he 
disp> used  with? 

And  on  wliat  terms  would  a  loan  iie  npgi,ei.Tted,to  be  remiitcil 
in  specie,  or  drawn  fi'r.  at  theopiinu  of  the  bank? 

Mr.  Reiiwiek  replied  to  the  firit  Lupiiiy,  that  the  pledge  of 
stock  c:innot  bt-disp.  used  wiili. 

To  the  seeond.  that  he  wa-  not  authorized  to  conclude  any  o,)ii- 
traci  but  Ht  the  price  of  four  shillings  and  ;  iglit  penC'.  {is.  Hd)  per 
didlar. 

To  the  third,  that  the  inducement  to  make  the  offer  of  ten  miir 
lions  oi  dollars  in  specie,  was  the  hope  ufob'^inios  the  jg'jncy  of 
the  hank  in  I'iurope. 

To  the  fi.iirtli,  tliai  the  co-^missioi-  fir  ni-j'Kia'ing  a  loan, 
would  lie  th-  same  as  pai  '  by  the  |;it'  bani;  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  otiier  f'onign  currespond  iits  for  aeccptiiig  i,i  avlvance.  iie. 
gociating    loans,     and    pmenring   specie,    thai    it    is  aseei'iHl.ieij 

Would  ao.oiint  to per  cent,  on  (h  -  \vlio!e  of  tlx-  (I'a  isaetio.'is 

ihe  proposition,  as  couiaiued  in  Mr.Keiiwick's  letter,  appears 
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to  be  the  only  tenns  on  wliuli  it  is  in  his  power  to  contract  for 
«he  specie.  It  also  is  the  impression  of  Mr.  Heiiwiuk,  from  ad- 
vices latHy  received  iroiii  the  hotise  in  London,  that  there  is  iit- 
«le  hope  ol  obtaining  any  large  supplies  u(  specie  on  belter  terms 
than  those  they  oS'er. 

Th-  cdininittee  are  deeply  impressed  with  ilu- importance  ol  ac- 
foinplishiug  an  object  sO  well  caleiilatcd  to  inspire  public  tonn- 
■le/.cc,  as  the  importation  oj  a  large  sum  iu  spieie;  and  they  hav« 
sx-asoii  to  litlieve,  that  several  ol  the  sute  banks  will  be  desirous 
«'(  a  participation  in  an  arrang;*>ment  of  this  kin  l,  wliicii,  .'"''•• 
operation  on  the  public  mind,  would  have  the  same  salutary  innn- 
eiiee  as  if  the  whole  was  contined  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  Th^^  benetit.  however,  to  be  derived  from  the  measure,  will, 
in  th  opinion  o!  your  committee,  very  miith  depend  upon  the 
liromptitude  with  which  an  attention  is  given  to  this  object. 

The  commiitee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  suhinil,  lor  the  tonsiile- 
l^Btiiin  of  the  board,  the  tollowingresulnlions.  Mi— 

Jicsij/vcei.  1  hat  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  establish  an 
age  ey  in  England,  for  the  payimnt  ol  the  dividends  tipon  such 
portion  of  the  capital  stock  of  this  ha'di,  as  may  be  hi  Id  by  ^t-T- 
Bons  residing  ii)  E,n.„pe,  but  upon  terms  that  will  preserve  the 
b^nlc  from  contingency,  eitlitr  in  tlie  purchase  or  price  of  ex- 
change. 

Jiesu/vcfl,  'Hmt  thepronosition  mad-- by  James  Renwick,  esq.  on 
bthai!  of  MesMs.  K(  id.  Irving  ami  Co.  ul  London,  to  supply  ten  mil- 
lions of  <!,i|lars  in  sjieeie,  though  much  lo  be  appreciated  in  some 
^larfieulais.  cannot,  under  all  the  circumstances,  be  acceded  to 
by  thra  bank. 

Rfi-tlved.  That  this  bank  will  pursue  (>i-onipt  and  efficient  mea- 
siiris,  tr)  import  into  the  United  States  lio.n  Europe  a  b.miu  spe- 
cie, not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars. 

XLl 
Jiesalutian  respecting  establishment  of  agency  in  England  to  puy 
hank  (iivideyidi. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  diteetors  of  the  bank  of  the 
united  States— 

November  2Slli,  1816. 
Present,  M'.  JONES,  president. 
Me»srs.  Girard,  Buclianmi,  Willing, 

Sniith,  Bnhien,  Leiper, 

Astor,  Kyre,  Sergeant, 

Kvans,  Livingston,         llodney, 

M'Euen,        Godilaid,  Lloyd, 

Bryan,  BomI,  Wctherill. 

Butler.  lialston. 

The  hoard  resumed  the  consid  ration  of  thp  resolution  postpon- 
fd  on  the  26th  iimni.t;  which     eing  anx  nded,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

fiesotved,  That  it  i^  -xpedi.  nt  ai  this  lime  to  establish  an  ageii- 
icy  in  England,  for  (ho  irayment  oi  the  dividends  on  such  portion 
?ifthe  canital  slock  ot  this  bank,  as  may  be  held  by  persons  resid- 
ing \v  F.nrop; ;  and  that  John  Sergeant,  esquire,  be  instructed  to 
Jnake  such  arrangements  ibr  the  payment  there,  at  the  par  of  ex- 
change, nt  the  risk  and  expense  of tlie  bank. 

And  on  the  qiiesti  111, 'shall  the  resolution  asamendid  pass?" 
ihe  yeas  anil  nays  wei-e  called  for.  and  \iire  as  follows,  viz. 

YEAS.-.Messrs.  Buchanan.  Se'geant,  Smith,  Leiper,  Evans, 
"W  U-rrill,  Eyre,MEuen,  Bryan,  Goddard  and  Jones,  president. 

XAYS.— M.ssrs.  Girard,  Butler.  Astor.  Ralston,  Willing,  Ll«yd, 
Bohle,.,  Rodney.  Livjngsti.n  and  Boyd.— 10. 

So  the   resolution  as  ameiideil,  was  .idopted. 

The  following  letter  from  John  Oonnell,esq.  was  read,  and  or- 
4efed  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  viz. 

Sensharv's,  2Sth  November,  IS  16. 

SIR,— Understanding  that  a  (iiustiim  will  be  raised  this  day,  as 
to  the  paym-  nt  al  par  of  the  dividends  when  due,  on  such  part  of 
»he  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  may  be  owned  in 
Kurope,  anil  eimvinctd  that  the  interest  of  the  stockholUers  will 
be  promoted  hy  deciding  this  question  in  the  afiirmarive,  I  f*el 
infinite  solicitude  to  record  my  vote  upon  the  question.  Not- 
withstanding thi  refore,  my  severe  indisposition  .  I  will  proueed  to 
tlie  bank  fi>r  this  purpose,  nnhss  my  vote  can  be  reeeivtdin  my 
chamber, or  by  letter  addressed  to  the  board.  Will  you  then  do 
me  the  favor,  if  I  cannot  be  indulged  in  the  alternative  of  voting 
iby  letter,  or  in  my  chamber,  to  inform  me  when  the  question  is 
nbout  to  be  taken,  that  I  may  olitain  lor  myself  fhe  high  gratifica- 
tion ofliaving  contributed  to  a  decision,  which  more  than  any 
o:her  yet  adopted,  will  procure  for  the  directors,  the  approbation 
andfntnie  countenance  of  their  constituents?  The  measure  if  not 
inow.  will  hereafter  to  a  ceriainty  be  adopted,  and  I  should  be  very 
finwilling  ind- ed,  tliat  any  pan  of  its  merit  should  he  lost  by 
•)!bose  with  wliqin  I  have  heretofore  acted,  and  whose  energetic 
^nd  liberal  administration  has  already  been  so  useful.  Althotigh 
it  may  be  considered  sup-rlUious,  I  will  add,  that  I  do  not  expiet 


%o  buy  iirsell  any  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  !?tates;  what  I 
own  I  ineun  to  keep;  lint  I   feel  it  my  imperative  duty, 
^n  iiiy  power  to  give  to  that  stock,  its  highest  value,  and  n 


I  remain,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed;  JOHN  DONNELL. 

fF^.  Jones,  esq,  president  of  the  United  States  bunk. 
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XLIV. 

His/tecting  apflropriafiotis  of  KO, 000  dollar. i,  tothc  dis/tesal  of  the 
prtiiiknt  andcnshicr. 
Ata  meeting;  of  tlie  president   aiiJ  directors  of  tlie  bank  of  the 
Vuited  States— 

Aiigu.1t  5th,  1817. 
Present,  WIl,r,I AM  JONKS,  Prr sidnit. 
!MeSsrs.  Girard,        Willing,        Eyre,        Coiuielly, 
Bntler,         Liiper,  M  Eiit'Ti,  Bulton. 

Williams,    Kvaiis,  (iudilard. 

KaKion,      Wlit-therill,  Knli<r, 
Thp  followint;  rrsolutioii  wasdftVred  liy  Mr.  M'Eiien— 
Sfioiterf, That  the  (ircsideDt  and  eashi'T beaiitlidrized  to  maj<e 
Inans  on  the  stork  of  this    bmiU.and  on  six  pi-r  cent,  stock  ofthe 
Vnitvid  States,    reporting  to   the  board  at  each  subsequent  meet- 
ilig. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  fahle. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Viuteil  Slates— 

August  ithiWn. 
Present.  WILLIAM  .TONES,  president. 
Me6»rs.  Ralston,  Kyre,  Fisher, 

Willing,  M'Enen.  Connelly, 

Leipfr,  Godriard,         Bolton, 

The  hoard  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  resolution  movwl 
by  Mr.  MEuen  at  tlie  last  mwtinj!;;  when,  im  motion,  the  same 
T>as  postponed,  in  order  to  introtlHce  the  following  substitute,  of- 
ff  red  by  Mr.  Connelly,  which  substitute  was  aduptid,  as  follows, 
viz — 

Whrveas,  it  may  frequently  «!ccnr,  that  after  the  discounts  for 
the  day  shall  have  been  closed,  there  may  still  remain  a  holance 
ofthe  income  unemployed,  or  it  maybe  thought  expedient  that 
thediscounts  should  be  extended;  therefore, 

Resolved,  Thaf  this  hoard  will  jilace  at  the  disposal  ofthe  pre- 
sident and  cashier  a  certain  sum.  which  they  shall  be  authorized 
to  loan  Inclusively  on  a  deposit  of  stock  ofthe  United  States,  or 
the  stock  of  this  bank,  and  that  they  report  accordingly  to  the 
board,  at  the  next  meeting. 

In  pursuance  ot  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  hoard  directed, 
that  a  sum  of  500.000  dollars,  be  placed  under  the  contwlof  the 
president  and  cashier,  in  the  interval  between  this  and  the  next 
meeting  ofthe  hoard- 

At  a  meeting  ofthe  pivesident  and  directors  of  the  bank  ofthe 
Vuited  States: 

Artsust  I2/A,1818. 
Present,  W.  JONES,  president. 
Messrs.  Girard,        Bohlen,        Eyre,        GoddanI, 
Ralston,      Leiper,         M'Eiien,  Connelly, 
Willing,    Evans,  Savage,     Bolton. 

On  motion, 

IJeaoh'ed,  That  5OO.00O  dollars  he  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  preiident  and  cashier,  agreeably  ttj  a  resolution  of  the  hoard  of 
the  8tb  instantt 

September  Zd,  1817. 
Present,  WILLIAM  JONES,  presidei.t. 
Messrs.  Girard,        Willing,        Evans,        Goddurd, 
Butler,        Smith,  Eyre,  Fisher, 

Williams,  Bohlen,         Savage,      Connelly, 
Halston,     Leiptr,         Bryan,        Bolton. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  500,000  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  pre- 
sident and  cashier,  as  usual. 

September  5M,  W17. 
Present,  WILLIAM  JONES,  president, 
Messrs.  Butler.        Smith,        Evans,        Savage,        Bolton. 
Halston,      Bohlen,      Eyre,  Goddard, 

Willing,     Leiper,       M-Euen,    Connelly. 
On  motion, 

Hesulved,  That  S00,000  dollars  be,  as  usual,  placed  under  the 
control  ofthe  president  and  cashier. 

September  9,1817. 
Present,  WILLIAM  JONES,  president. 
Messrs.  Girard,        Bohlen,        M'Enen,        Connelly, 
Halston,      Leiper,  Goddard,        Bolton, 

Willing,     Eyre,  Fisher,  Butler. 

On  motion, 

Scsolved,  That  the  president  and  cashier  be  anlhori/.ed  to  dis- 
ctiunt  tor  tlie  renewal  of  notes  on  s!uck,  which  Duy  iail  due  be- 
tw'.tu  this  aud  the  next  day. 


XI,  V 


-^  I ,  V  . 

Abstract  of  tlie  price  of  United  States'  bank  stock, 
from  Groijaii's.  and  Day  and  Turner's  Prices 
Current,  und  M'Eiien's  statement. 
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XLVI. 

Paper  and  statements  relative  to  the  Rkhmond  office. 

OJJire  bank  U.  States.  Richmond,  January  (<t/i,  1819. 

Dear  Sir.  In  answer  to  the  enquiries  contained  in  Vdiii-  letter 
of  to-Jay.I  have  to  say,  that  no  draughts  have  been  gninteil  upon 
premium  at  this  ofiicc,  nor  .my  rtgnlations  adopted  npon  that 
snhieet,  nor  towards  the  regulating  of  exchatis*.  tnnher  than  an 
ordirofthe  board  to  the  cashier,  lo  c-oinplv  with  t!i'  resolutions 
and  instruetions  of  the  pan  nt  hank  ,  of  the  28th  AnK"!>t  l|>st»  «' 
which  you  have  copies,  and  which  order  has  been  duly  attended  to. 
Nor  have  any  inland  hills  (lu  soch  I  understand  you  exclusively 
allude)  lieen  bought  or  s(dd  at  this  office.  Sonw  lew  inland  lulls 
and  diau(;lits  have  been,  as  usual,  necjociated  hy  discount,  or  other- 
wise, under  circumstances  where  the  interest  of  the  institution  ren- 
dered it  exjiedient;  but  the  business  of  drawing,  and  of  collections, 
raninto  other  chanmls,  and  was  reii'  qnished,  after  the  reeeipt 
of  the  resolutions,  &e.  of  the  28th  Aiii,'ust. 

Inconsequence  of  soaie  conversation  I'elitiv"  thereto,  I  t^ke 
this  opoortunity  to  state,  that  under  what  siands  upon  the  rpfoid 
of  the  'proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  otlicf,  of  the 
6tli  and25lli  August,  2817,  in  the  shape  of  resolutions,  hut  which 
never,  in  my  opinion,  deserved  tube  so  considered,  or  worthy  oi 
record, (since  the  operation  thev  direct  could  not  possilily  be  at- 
tended vmh  injury,  being  daily'  subject  to  the  observation  ol  its 
members,  and  weekly  tK  the  correction  of  the  hoard)  conditional 
loans  were  made,  for  a  very  short  time,  to  about  50  or  60,000  dol- 
lars. 

The  discounting  for  the  term  of  Pmr  months,  became  almost  in- 
istantly  objectionable,  and  was  abandoned,  after  an  cNperimeiit  ol 
only  three  weeks. 

1  am,  most  lesnectfully, your  ob'tserv't. 

J.  «.  OAJiDV.lDQr.,Cas!i!er. 

The  han.  John  Ti/ler. 

You  will  please  pardon  the  hurry  with  which  you  see  this  is  done. 
No.  2.  Extract  from  the  proceedings  efthe  6th  Aui;nsl.  1817. 

JResalved,  That  the  cashier  of  this  otfici  be,  and  is  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  lend  money  on  the  usual  terms,  not  exceedi:>g  sixty 
days,atany  time,  when  application  maybe  made,  iijioii  a  deposit 
in  pledge  of  the  stock  of  the  United  Stat'  s,  lunde<i  debt,  or  stork 
of  the  bank  of  Virginia,  or  of  the  Farmers'  hank  of  Virginia;  and 
that  he  be,  and  is  hereby  required  to  report  the  satue  to  the  next 
hoard  succeeding,  an\  man  he  inav  so  mnks." 
No.  3.  Of  the  2Slh  August.  \S\7. 

'•Hesulved.ThatOM  cashier  of  this  offiee  be  anthori/ed  to  dis- 
eoiiiit,  (or  a  eeriod  not  exceeding  four  months. on  notes  accompa- 
nied by  a  pledge  of  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  at  par  ' 
Nf'  4 
At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Vnite.1  States,  on  Friday,  August  the28lh,  1818,  the  following  re- 
solution was  adopted,  viz— 

Resolved,  1  hat  all  llie  offices  of  this  bank  forthwith  cease  to 
pay,  or  r.  ceive  in  payuient,  or  on  deposit,  any  bills  or  notes  of  the 
corporation,  otl'Cr  than  those  which  are  specially  made  layable 
at  the  said  offices  respectively,  unless  the  same  shall  be  tendered 
in  payment  due  to  the  United  States. 

Stc.  2.  That  the  said  ofKces  respectively  cease  to  receive  and 
transmit  to  this  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices,  any  bill  or  notes  for 
collection,  unless  the  party  depositing  the  same  shall  agree  to  ac- 
cept payment  at  the  place  of  collection,  or  unless  the  office  shall 
find  it  convenient  to  receive,  and  the  pa'-ty  depositing  the  same, 
shall  allow  a  reasonable  compensation  fur  remitting  the  amount 
to  the  office  where  such  bill  or  note  sliall  have  been  deposited; 
but  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  offices,  to  decline  reci  iving  hills  or 
draughts  for  collection,  when  it  may  be  considered  incompatille 
Witli  the  ii.terestof  the  bank. 

Sec.  3-  That  the  said  offices  forthwith  cease  to  draw  on  this 
kaiik.oron  each  other,  unless  fur  the  proceeds  of  bills  or  notes 
founded  on  real  business  transactions,  and  purchased  at  the  cur- 
rent rate  of  exchange,  exclusive  of  the  discount  for  the  time  the 
same  may  have  to  run,  which  must  not  exceed  120  days,  including 
the  time  required  to  transmit  by  mail,  any  such  bill  or  note 
to  the  place  at  which  the  same  shall  be  payable;  unless  a  pitrni- 
um equivalent  at  least  to  the  expense,  risk,  and  loss  of  time,  in 
curred  in  transmitting  specie  to  the  bank  ur  the  offices,  (as  the  case 
way  be)  on  which  sncli  draughts  may  b<'  drawn,  shall  be  allowed 
for  thesanie  And p' uvided,  i\\9.{.t\K  offics  west  of  the  moun- 
tains,eontine  their  exchange  operations  to  eastern  bills, or  bills 
payable  at  New  Orleans;  ami  draw  on  the  bank  and  its  offices  only 
foi'  tbe  proceeds  thereof  and  for  no  other  object. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

.TONA.  SMITH,  Cashier. 
Office  of  the  Bank  United  States-  at  Richmond, 
1th  September,  1318. 
'    IPiUiam  Jones,  esq.  president  bank  U.   States. 

Sir— The  board  of  directors,  at  the  same  time  that  they  have 
resolved  to  direct  the  cashier  of  this  office  to  c6mply  with  tie  in- 
structions contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23th  ultimo,  and  the  re- 
solutions thereis  enclosed,feel  it  encumbent  on  th.-m  to  state  to 
you,  and  through  you  to  the  board  of  directors  at  inMla-.blphia, 
for  their  consideiafion,  some  of  the  injurious  etlec  ts  wlncli,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  board,  the  compliance  with  th,-  said  ivsolniions  anil 
iuslructions  will  have  on  the  attairs  of  this  particular  office,  viz 
It  iscalciiiaieil  to  excite  a  prejudice  agaiii'.t  this  bank. 
It  will  circumscribe  the  circulation  of  our  paper,  and  create 
more  general  demand  for,  and  circulation  of,  the  paiwr  of  the 
state  banks. 

It  is  calculated  to  lessen  onr  individual  deposits,  as  is  already 

experienced, and  it  will  embarrass  the  regular   mercantile  receipts 

and  remittances  now  in  train,  and  predicated  on  our  former  oi>e- 

ratlons.  ,,      .        _ 

And  it  maj-j  in  some  cases,  prevent  the  due  collection  ol  moneys 


Owing  to  this  branch,  and  even  endanger  the  safety  of  some  of  th* 

debts,  by  causing  protests,  or  otherwise  injuring  private  credits. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  !S:c.     (Signed  by  order  of  the  board.) 

JNO.  RICHARD, />rw(rf«c.<  P.  T. 

XLVI!. 

State  of  the  number  of  shures  stibsrribed  at  the 

several    places    of  subscirption,    for     stock    in 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Slatss,  with  the  proper- 

f'on  of  shares  i"  '■  tes  in. 
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BaUimore  li  id  more  th.Tn  l-4th  of  the  vote.s  air 
tonzed;  she  liad  less  than  l-7ih  of  the  slisres,  (ex- 
cepting  government  shares;)  Philadelpliia  liac 
'learly  l-^>  <>f  the  shares,  and  about  2-9ths  of  thi 
votp.s  authorized. 

*la  IJiltiinore  there  were  1,172  shares  taken  ii 
1  172  names,  by  <L;eoru,-p  WlUiauib,  as  attorney. 

XIA-III. 

Ilcsohri'jii  tHreciiiiq-  post  iir,tps  to  be  paid  out  as  p-o- 

CffU  '  /"  tUifCiiTmts 

At  a  Tnce^inR-  o^  '.he  presiiient  a-id  directors  of 

the  bank  of  the  United  States,  lOtl)  rehniary,  18  8, 

the    f()l'io>vh;g    propositiwn    from ^vas 

read,  viz. 


I'resent.  W.  .TONES,  President. 
Messrs.  Buller,  Leiper,  Fisher,  Couuclly,  Evais, 
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Bolton,Ralston,Wetherill,Coul.er.  Price.  M'K;i  n 
Lippincott,  Willing,  Savage,  Lisle,  Bohlen,  God- 
dard. 

I  propose  to  borrow  from  20,000  to  30,000  dol- 
lars  in  post  notes,  payable  at  tlie  end  of  90  or  120 
days,  to  be  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  to  pay  the 
sanie  amont  at  Philadelphia,  in  United  States  bank 
or  any  of  the  bra;ic!ies  of  said  bank,  at  the  ma- 
turity of  said  notes,  or  sixly  d:iys  after;  the  last 
would  be  preferred.  The  security  for  tlie  pay- 
ment,   the    counting     house    of worth 

§500,000  will  be  bound,  as  I  liave  a  power  to 
bind     then»    in     such    an    arrangement.      Major 

and  I  have  a  power  to  hind  him  and 

myself,  or  any  additionul  security  that  may  be  re- 
quired inKcn lucky,  at  liie  branch  bank  cf  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Whereupon  rosfolved, 

Tliat  a  loan  of  20,000  dollars  be  granted  to  Mr. 

on,  the  sectsrity  odered  in  a  tiote  payable 

attliis  bank,  at  60  days,  the  post  notes  to  be  drawn 
at  sixty  d;iys  after  date. 

XLIX. 

Jiesohttion  authorieiu^  ducounts  to  be  paid  in  post 

VOlCH. 

At  a  raretinfjof  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Elates: 

January  ZOth,  1817. 
Present,  W.  .TONES,  President. 

Messrs.  Evans,  Goddard,  Oirard,  Sav^j^e,  I'i-iher, 
Price,  Connelly,  L".wrence,  Welherill,  Ho've;;,  Boh- 
len, U  nmell.  Smith,  Cyre,  Cults,  Leiper,  Williams, 
M'Euen. 

On  ifioiion, 

lidio'ved,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  the  ot- 
tice  of  discount  and  deposit  at  B  lUimore;  be  autho- 
rized to  grant  discounis.lo  the  amount  of  §100,000 
to  be  paid  in  post  notts  of  this  bank,  at  sixty  days 
dale,  on  the  draug!  t.s  of  tlie  cashier  of  the  ofhce,  for 
that  purpose;  aufi  to  be  Iransmitled  to,  and  at  the 
expense  and  risk  of,  ihe  parly  applying,  by  this 
bank. 


L.  a. 


Resohition  for  the  purchase  of  funded  stock  far  go- 

'i-enuiient. 

At  a  meeting  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates: 

June  24</i,  1817- 

Tlie  board  having  under  consideration  the  argu- 
ments and  conclusion  of  the  honorable  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  exliibiied  in  his  letter  of  the 
18t!i  instant,  in  npijosition  to  tlie  arguments  of  the 
b'jard,  and  tlie  o]jinion  of  counsel  submitted  to  him, 
in  support  of  the  right  of  lite  bank  to  sell  the  two 
millions  of  war  six  per  ceni.  stuck,  i.i  {...ondon,  iipun 
the  leims  of  redemption  ozpressed  on  tlie  f;icc  of 
the  ccriilicates,  came  to  the  following  detrrinina- 
tion,  to  wil:  That  de|)recaliiig  llie  ungracious  as- 
pect of  a  litigation  willi  tiie  government,  w!.io.-ie 
rights  and  autlioi'ity  it  is  equally  tlie  dib[K)si".ion 
and  duly  of  the  ho.ud  to  respect  and  supixa-t;  and 
although  the  reasoning  upon  whicii  the  secretary 
rests  the  right  of  the  govc:nment,  in  the  case  in 
ques'.ion,  has  failed  to  j)i-o('.uce  convic'ion  in  the 
bo-rd,  yet  preferiing  a  pMiiial  l;)ss  to  the  tiiij-Iei 
sant  and  unprofitable  collision  which  fuillier contro- 
versy would  produce;  be  it  therefore 

JRc^olved,  That  tlie  board  accepts  the  alternative 

b^l'ereil  by  the  secretary  of'lic  iicasur),  in  behalf 

■jfthe  commissioners  ot'tlie  Kinkini^  finid,  and  will 

5urcliast',  as  the  sgent  of  the  s'tid  commissioners, 

ivo  millious  of  '.va.-  si-^  per  c.iU  sU'-k  of '.he  United 


I 


States,  in  lieu  of  tliat  order'-d  to  bp  fold  in  Lond-in 
on  account  of  the  bank,  and  will  deliver  tlte  stock 
so  purchased  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  at  the 
par  value  thereof,  upon  condition  that  the  two 
millions  ordered  to  be  sold  on  account  of  the  bank, 
sh^ll  be  redeemable  only  at  the  periods  and  upon 
the  terms  specified  in  the  certificates  thereof. 

L.  i. 
(C  ,.py.) 
Hank  of  the  United  Scales,  Sept.  I7th,  1817. 

Sin — 1  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
twetity-six  certificates  of  funded  debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  account  and 
scliedule,  amounting,  at  tlie  ])ar  or  nominal  value 
thereof,  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  being  thai  which 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  authorized  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinki:ig  fund  to  purchase 
and  deliver  to  thein,  (upon  the  terms  and  conditioos 
staled  in  the  enclosed  account)  in  lieu  of  the  two 
millions  ordered  to  be  sold  in  London,  on  account 
of  the  bank:  the  par  vidiie  of  the  fur.ded  debt  now 
transmitte ',  having  been  received  by  the  bank  of 
tl,e  United  States,  in  a  draft  of  tlie  treasurer  of  the 
United  Slates  on  tlie  cashier  of  the  said  hank,  for 
two  millions  of  dollars,  dated  July  Ist.  1817. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respen,  sir, 
vour  obedient  .<;erv't  W.  30}il\S, president. 

Hun.   jr.  H  Cranfrd, 

secreturii  of  the  trtusuri/,  IVuihington  citv. 

Account  of  funded  debt  transferred  by  order  of 
the  secret&ry  of  the  tre.-istiry,  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund,  to'i'liom-dS  T.  Tuck- 
er, treasurer  ot  the  U.  S.  in  trust  for  the  s.iid  states; 
the  said  debt  having  been  ptirchased,  and  is  now 
delivered  upon  the  terms  and  conditioos  specified 
in  the  foilowing  copy  of  a  resolution  of  tlie  board 
of  directors  of  the  United  States,  which  the  secre- 
tary of  the  tieasary,  in  be'.ialf  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  sinking  fund  lias  recognized  and  confirm- 
ed. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  24th  June,  1S17. 
Resolved,  Titat  the  board  accep's  ihe  allerii.itive 
oflered  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  behalf 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund;  and  will 
purchase,  as  the  agent  of  the  said  commissioners, 
two  millions  of  war  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  U. 
S'ates,  in  lieu  of  that  ordered  to  be  sold  in  Lon- 
don, on  account  of  the  bank,  and  will  d  liver  the 
stock  so  purciiased  to  the  co.nmissioners  aforesaid, 
at  the  par  vidue  thereof:  upon  con.'.i>ion  th.it  the 
two  millions  ordered  to  be  sold  on  accoont  of  the 
bank  shall  be  redeemable  oaly  at  the  ppriods,  and 
upon  the  terms,  specified  in  the  ctrtiticates  there- 
of. 

L  c. 
Cost   of  2,000,000  fiiudtd  stock,  purchased  by  the 

bank  for  the  giivernment. 
Cost  of  two  millions  of  war  six  per  cent,  stock, 
purchased  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as 
the  agent  of  the  commissioners  of  the  siukiii? 
fund,  puisnant  to  a  resolution  of  the  board  "f 
di:ectors,  of  the  24tli  of. lane,  1817,  liie  cerlili- 
cates  of  which  were  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  on  the  17lh  September  iSl7. 
2,000,000  six  per  cents,  cost  «^2,054.264  36 

Hunk  of  the  United  States,  h-:c.  I'Jlh,  V^S. 


LI. 


Letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  trensitr;/   t<i  the  com- 
viiitee. 

'J'reasnri/  department,  Alh  December,  ISIS. 
Sir., — 1  have  lbs  lio:!or  to  acknowledge  tiie  re- 
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ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  inquiring 
whet;  er  I  have  sny  informaaon,  which  I  think  pro- 
per to  commiuiicate  to  the  committee,  appointed 
unJer  the  resohition  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
of  the  oOth  ultimo;  and  particularly,  whethei 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  faithfully  per- 
formed its  engagements  to  the  governmen';  — and 
whetlier  it  has  rendered  the  expected  facilities  in 
the  transmission  of  the  public  inon9y,and  in  the  col- 
leriion  of  the  duties  to  theUnited  States. 

In  reply  to  the  specific  inquiries  which  you  made 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  state;  that  the  bank  Jius  cor- 
rectly discharged  the  duties  of  commissioners  of 
loans,  and  agents  for  the  payment  of  militi^fy  pen- 
sien'--,  as  far  as  it  has  been  required  by  law. 

It  has  promptly  transmitted  the  public  money 
wherever  and  whenever  it  has  been  required  to 
perform  that  service.  It  is  presumed  that  the  fa- 
cilities expected  from  it  in  the  collection  of  duties 
have  been  furnished,  as  no  information  has  been  re- 
ceived at  tills  department,  stating  that  such  facili- 
ties h:ive  been  withheld. 

Upon  the  general  inquiry  presented  in  your  let- 
ter, Ism  not  certain  what  kind  of  information  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  committee.  Such  hovvever  as 
is  is  in  the  possession  of  tlie  department,  in  the 
form  of  rettirns  from  the  baiik,  and  its  offices,  ac- 
company this  letter.  These  returns  are  made 
monthly  by  the  bank  and  its  offices,  and  exhibit  at 
their  several  dates,  the  amount  of  discounts  to  in- 
dividuals, by  the  bank  and  its  offices  respec- 
tively, and  the  state  of  the  accounts  bet'^eea  them, 
and  the  state  banks  in  their  vicinity.  They  also 
show  in  most  case?,  the  amount  discounted  upon 
pledged  funded  debt,  and  bank  stock,  discriminat- 
ing between  them.  The  amount  of  specie,  di^iin- 
guishing  between  gold  and  silver  co  n,  in  the  vaults 
of  th^bank,  and  offices,  is  distincily  exhibited  in 
most  of  the  returns. 

The  resolutions  of  the  board  of  directors  rela- 
tive to  domestic  exchange,  by  whic'i  a  premiuuT 
is  authorized  to  be  demanded  for  checks  drawn  by 
the  casiiiers  of  the  bank  and  its  offices,  upon  eacii 
Other,  are  in  the  possession  of  this  department. 

As  much  time  would  be  required  to  copy  the 
documents  which  are  described  in  the  foregoing 
observations,  t!ie  oiigin.!t!s  are  submitted  to  ttie  in- 
spection of  the  committee,  with  a  reqtiest,  that 
they  may  bercturned  when  they  are  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  tlie  investigation  with  which  the  com- 
mittee h  ts  been  churged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  ©bedient  ser- 
vant, WM.H  CIIAVVFOUD. 
Hun  J.  C.  Spencer, 

diuinnan  of  the  bimk  commiltee, 
LII. 
In'.€rrr,g(  .ories   to    IVillium  Jones,  esq.  presiileht,  and 
to  Jonathan  Smith,  esq.  cashier  of  the  bunk  of  the 
United  Statts. 

1st.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  money  which 
has  been  placed  by  the  board  of  directors  at  the 
disposal  of  the  president  and  cashier  under  the  re- 
solution of  8th  August,  1817.' 

2d.  H.is  any  written  account  of  its  employ- 
ment been  pre^erv-  d  distinct  from  the  common  dis- 
count books?  If  so,  produce  that  account.''  it  not, 
point  out  in  tlie  discount  books  the  loans  which 
were  made  under  that  authority.? 

od.  Were  any  loans  renewed  by  the  president 
and  cashier  under  the  resolution  of  9th  September, 
1817,  authorizing  tltcm  to  make  such  renewals.'  If 
so,  to  whom  were  those  loans  renewed!" 

4ih.  Are  any  of  the  loans  thus  made,  or  rencM'ed, 
y*t  unpaid.'    If  so,  state  them.' 


5th.  Was  the  an.ount  so  authorized  to  be  em- 
ployed, placed  to  the  credit  of  the  president  and 
cashier,  on  the  books  of  the  bank.'  Were  they  to 
draw  for  it  in  their  own  names?  Or  was  it  to  be 
drawn  for  by  the  discounters? 

6ih.  Does  a  similar  regulation,  to  your  knov."- 
ledge,  exist  at  any  of  the  branches?  Or  has  any  au- 
thority been  given  by  the  parent  board  to  the  di- 
rectors of  any  of  the  offices,  tb  make  a  similar  ap- 
proprialion? 

7di.  At  the  time  of  making  the  loans  by  the  pre- 
siflent  and  cashier,  what  was  the  agreement  or  un- 
derstniiding  between  yo'i  and  the  discounters  re- 
specting the  time  of  payment? 

Btii.  What  did  you  understand  to  be  the  reason 
for  passing  the  resolution? 

9th.  Has  a  similar  power,  to  your  knowledge, 
ever  been  given  by  any  other  bank.  If  so,  name 
the  b^nk  or  banks? 

Second  genei  ill  head. —  On  subject  of  notes  pledged  for 
stock. 

1st.  Were   those  notes   which  were  disciiunted 
prior  to  the  SOth  January,  1817,  on  pledged  sU;ck,    ^ 
p  lid  at  the  times  wlien  tliey  res!.jecuvely  fV-ll  due? 
State  an  average  amount  of  those  which  were  paid 
and  of  those  that  now  remain  unpaifl? 

2d.  Was  there  any  understanding  a^^ong  the  di- 
rectors, or  between  them  or  tlielr  officers,  and 
these  stockholders,  that  those  notes  should  be  re- 
newed? If  so,  state  the  nature  of  such  understand- 
ing, and  how  long  the  renewals  weie   .•  be  made. 

3d.  With  respect  to  notes  discounted  to  stock- 
holders on  pledged  stcck,  before  the  30lh  July, 
1817,  was  there  any  understanding  between  the 
directors,  or  their  officers  and  the  discounters, 
th;it  such  notes  should  be  renewed  in  preference 
to  others. 

4th.  Was  there  any  such  understanding  in  re- 
spect to  notes  disc'iunted  on  pledged  slock  after 
the  20' h  July,  1817? 

5iii.  What  appropriation  was  generally  made  by 
the  stockholders  of  the  proceeds  of  notes  discount- 
ed on  pledg-ed  stock?  That  is,  were  such  proceeds 
drawn  out  of  the  bank,  or  otherwise  applied  and 
how? 

6th.  Do  you  understand   the  resolutions  of  the 
directors  allowing  discounts  on  pledged  stock,  to 
authorise  such  discounts  upon  the  nominal  value  of 
the  shares,  or  upon  the  sum  actually  paid  in  upon 
each  snare? 

7sh.  Where  discounts  made  to  stockholders 
upon  pledged  stock  before  the  second  instalment 
or  any  pari  of  it  was  paid? 

SUi.  If  so,  state  according  to  the  information 
you  possess,  what  amount  u;.on  each  share  was  thus 
discounted. 

9th.  Was  it  understood  by  the  public  generally, 
and  by  the  SMbscribers  to  the  capital  stock  parti- 
cuiarl}-,  previous  toJainury,  1S17,  that  the  second 
instalments  would  in  all  cases  be  required  in  cash 
and  funded  debt.? 

lOih.  Was  it  generally  known,  or  were  any 
means  adopted  by  the  directors  to  cause  it  to  be 
known,  that  the  notes  of  the  stockl  olders  would 
be  received  in  payment  of  any  part  of  the  second 
instalment?  State  particularly  what  those  means 
were,  if  any,  and  at  wliat  places  such  information 
was  received  and  when. 

Third  general  head  —  Exchanges. 

1st.  have  any  regulations  been  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors  on  the  subject  of  the  exchange 
business  between  the  bank  and  its  ofiices,  and  be- 
tween  the  diiferent  offices? 

2d.  Hasanyrate  ot  exchange  of  tariff  been  es  - 
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tablished  by  the  board  of  directors,  or  communica- 
ted by  you  to  any  of  lire  offices  of  discount,  rej^u 
lating   the  price   for   which    draughts    sliould   be 
sold?     Produce  any  such  regulation  or  conimuni 
cation. 

3d.  Was  you  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1818, 
apprised  of  the  resolu. ions  of  the  directors  of  thai 
date,  by  which  the  notes  of  the  bank  were  to  be  re- 
ceived and  paid,  only  at  the  offices  where  they 
were  made  payable?  And  did  you,  or  did  you  not, 
pay  out  of  the  bank,  notes  of  the  offices,  afier  you 
was  apprised  of  tiie  said  resolutions? 

4th.  Did  )(ju  know,  or  had  you  reason  to  believe, 
at  any  time  before  the  28ih  August  1818,  that 
such  resolutions  as  are  referr<=d  to  in  the  last  ques- 
tion, would  be  adopted?  And  if  so,  did  you,  or  did 
you  not,  ufier  such  knowledge,  pay  out  of  the  bank 
its  notes  which  were  payable  at  other  places? 

5  h.  What,  notes  w.re  Urns  paid  out?  Describe 
them  generally. 

6th  Slate  generally  the  distribution  of  the  notes 
of  die  bank  atuoiig  its  offices,  and  refer  to  the  books 
of  the  bank  containing  an  account  ol'  the  distribu- 
tion. 

7th.  Where  the  resolutiojis  adopted  on  the28.h 
August,  1818  above  referred  to,  immediately  made 
pub.ic? 

Fourth  general  bead. —  The  trust  stock. 

1st.  You  appear,  from  the  dividend  books,  to 
hold  eleven  thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 
batik  in  tru.st — for  whom  are  you  trustee? 

2d.  Do  you  hold  any  other  shares  in  trust — if  so, 
for  whom? 

3d.  Has  any  part  of  the  stock  thtis  held  by  yon, 
in  trust,  been  pledged  in  security  for  any  notes  dis- 
counted at  the  bank?  If  so,  by  whom,  and  what 
amount  by  each  person? 

4lh.  Da  you  know  ef  any  other  stock  being  held 
in  trust  for  othersi"  If  so,  state  the  name  of  the 
trustee,  and  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
bald. 

General  Inqitiries. 

1st.  Has  any  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
pledged  in  security  for  disco"nts,  been  sold  under 
the  authority  given  by  the  ov/ners  when  pledged? 
If  so,  state  the  same  particularly. 

2d.  Has  coin  ever  been  sold  by  the  bank,  or  any 
of  its  offices  at  a  premium? 

3d.  (Afterwards  withdrawn.) 

4lh.  Have  any  of  the  state  bunks;  to  your  know- 
ledge, dealt  in  the  business  of  exchani^c? 

3th.  Have  the  dividends,  or  any  of  ^thcm,  been 
paid  to  the  delinquent  stockholders? 

6lh.  Have /)oi<  notes  !>een  issued  on  the  applica- 
tion of  persons  who  have  had  notss  discounted? 

TO    BE  CONTINUED. 


CONGHESS. 

The  usual  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  congress 
is  again  postponed — all  that  is  generally  useful 
shall  be  carefully  preserved  for  refeience.  No- 
thing important  h.s  occurredexcept  a  termination 
of  the  debate  on  the  Seminole  war,  and  the  matters 
stated  below.  The  former  was  brought  to  a  point 
on  Monday  last  by  a  call  for  the  previous  question, 
though  fears  were  entertained  lli:»t  the  speeches 
upon  it  might  last  until  the  end  of  the  preseiu  con- 
gress: 

As  to  the  Seminole  -.uar,  the  report  of  the  milita- 
ry committee  and  Mr.  Cobb's  resolutions,  were  dis 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

On  the  question,  tberv,  to  concur  in  disagreeing 


to  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  case  o 

.\rbuthnot,  the  vote  was,  byy?as  and  nays — 

i'^jr  concurrence  in  disagreeing  to  it.  108 

Against  it  62 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  disagreeing  to  so 

much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  Ambrister — 

For  concurrence  in.  disagreement  107 

Against  it  63 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cohb,  that  the 
house  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  late  seizure  of  the  Spanish 
posts  at  ''ensacola  and  St  C  .rlos  de  Barancas,  in 
West  Florida,  by  the  ar,-ny  of  the  United  S'ates,  was 
contrary  to  the  constiiution  of  the  U.  Stntes. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
further  consideration  of  the  proposition,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative: 

For  the  postponement  83 

Against  it  87 

Tue  main  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative: 

For  agreeing  to  it  70 

Against  it  100 

(J^^Particulars  hereafter,  with  yeas  and  nays,  &c. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Among  the  memorials  presented  to  the  house  of 
represent  tivcs  on  Mondav  last,  wastlic  foUo  ■  n  c- 
Tutkc  hunorahlethc  hnuse  of  representatives  ofthi'   United  S  a'es* 

the  incniortai  of  li'Ulinm  Jones,  late  president  of  the  bank  of  the 

United  States,  respe'tfulltj  sheweth— 

I'hatyour  memoraliNt  has,  fi)i' some  time  past,  been  afflicted 
Willi  a  severe  riis-asi.-,  which,  until  the  present  moment,  has  pre- 
cluded the  prcparjtiiiii  of  the  papers  which  he  has  now  the  ho- 
nor to  submit,  ill  explanation  of  the  testimony,  tuucliing  his  pri- 
vate tonctrns,  which  was  delivered  to  the  committee  appointed 
by  your  honoralile  house  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  of  the  UinttJ  States;  that  your  meniurialist,  solicitous  to 
exhibit  these  transactions  in  their  true  light,  and  .to  submit  his 
public  conduct  to  the  candid  scrutiny  of  your  honorable  bodr, 
begs  leave  to  reftr  to  the  statement  of  his  private  transactions  iQ 
the  stock  of  the  bank,  which  he  delivered  to  your  committee,  and 
to  the  statement  of  facts,  and  the  documents  thereto  annexed,' 
herewith  submitted,  which  he  trusts  will  establish  thej  lawfulneij 
and  innocence  of  these  transactions;  that  the  only  stook  u-hich 
your  memoraJist  sold  to  prolit,  was  the  two  contracts  mentioned 
in  his  statement  to  your  committee,  which  contracts  were  sold  to 
s  dirtclor  of  the  bank,  who  was  not  likely  to  become  the  dupe 
ol  artiticial  measures,  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  stock;  that  the 
shares  whi«h  )iiur  memorialist  subsiqueiitlr  disposed  of, in  ordit 
to  meet  his  eiigiigements,  were  sold  at  a  great  loss;  tlrnt  the  whole 
amount  of  stock  jvhich  he  now  actually  holds,  as  stated  toyout 
eoinuiittet,  cost  him  153  dollars  per  share,  and,  if  valued  at  the 
reduced  prici  s,lhe  result  of  his  entire  stock  traLsactions  will  exhibit 
a  very  hiavy  loss;  tualin  this  amount  are  includ,.d  1070  shars,  now 
plodged  ill  London,  (the  sale  of  which  is  to  this  day  restricted  to 
3-41.  sterling  per  share,)  for  the  payment  of  a  loan  which  he  nt- 
giiciated,  inordtr  to  avoid  borrowing  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
^tates,of  which  he  has  no  loan  whatever— nor  is  hu  indebted  or 
responsible  to  that  institution,  either  on  his  own  account,  or  tor 
any  other  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  a  cent;  that  he  has 
held  the  stock  which  he  now  holds,  during  the  progressive  decline 
in  the  price,  while  he  has  been  earnestly  engaged  in  his  official 
capacity,  in  promoting  all  those  measures  of  precaution  and  olei- 
pLiise  incurred  by  the  importation  of  specie,  which  were  indis- 
pensable to  the  satety  of  the  institution,  but  which  it  was  clearly 
loiesecn  Would  diminish  the  profits  and  dividends  of  the  bank; 
and  greatly  depress  at  least  for  a  time,  the  price  <if  its  stock. 
Your  inemoriaJist  further  declares,  that  his  dealings  in  the  stock 
of  the  bank  were  founded  upon  his  confidence  in  the  pr.ispefiiy 
and  productiveness  of  the  institution,  in  the  many  important  ad* 
vantages  which  il  fairly  enjoyed,  he  believed  it  to  possess  over  ma- 
ny other  institutions,  the  market  value  of  whose  stock  approxima- 
ted to  the  highest  rates  which  that  of  the  bank  of  xUt  U.  State* 
had  attained— and  in  the  recollection  of  the  fact,  that,  towards  the 
close  of  tlie  charter  of  the  old  bank,  the  government  of  th,'  United 
States  sold  to  Mr.  Baring  the  whole  of  the  public  shares,  at  the 
rate  of  S80  dollars  per  sbare;that  ui  regard  to  his  public  conduct, 
as  a  director  of  the  bank  of  the  U  Sutes,  your  meinorialist  doei 
most  solemnly  assure  your  honorable  house,  that  be  has  been  ac- 
tuated by  Uie  purest  muiivts,  and  with  perfect  fidelity,  dilig«nce, 
and  /.eal,  has  employed  his  best  rtn'ulties  and  judgment  in  pi»- 
niotiiig  such  measures  as  he  believed  at  the  time,  were  best  cal- 
ciilate-d  to  advanc.;  the  interest  of  tbe  public,  and  of  the  institu- 
tion— the  private  transactions  which  have  attracted  the  aniinM- 
Versions  of  yt.nr  committee,  have  in  no  wise  influ  need  hisju'lg' 
mint  or  decision  upon  theimportant  measures  in  which,  as  a  di- 
rector he  has  participated — and  that  the  reasons,  and  nioiivts  b»- 
sipiudin  his  written  ariswei-s  to  the  questions  put  to  hira  by  yout 
cumniiiiee,  toiiehiiig  the  procee<lings  of  tbe  nank,  and  those  whic|> 
are  ri  corded  in  the  minutes  and  correspondence  of  the  board  ul  "i- 
rectors,  are  the  iriie  and  only  motives  by  which  he  has  been  go- 
verned in  his  official  touduet— tbat,inadvoeating  Uie  loans  oulte 
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pledge  of  stock,  lie  was  influenced  by  tire  additional  consideration 
Ihit  the  original  consimilionoltlie  capital  stock  ot  the  hank  cum. 
prehendcd  tWf  Illy-. igiii  niiHions  luiid-d debt,  and  simii  aiiliions 
ill  money. whereas. by  theiisiot  funded  debt  to  and  above  its  par 
value,  so  large  an  aiiiouiitol  the  latter  was  substituted  lor  the  f'oi- 
mer,l)y  the  siihsciiliei»  tu  the  tiank,  and  su  large  a  sum  redi  emed  by 
the  guverunit-nt,  and  sold 'ly  Oie  bank  to  procure  specie,  as  to  crt'- 
att  an  aggicgatt  o!  upwards  ol  twenty  niilliuns  ol' dollars  in  mo- 
ney, substituted  lor  so  much  of  the  lunded  debt  part  ol  the  capiuil; 
hence  your  memorialist,  considering  the  extreme  facility  which 
bank  accommodation  hart  given  to  ovi  r-trading,  and  its  coiist-queiit 
ctfect  upon  mcrcantilt  credit,  believed  that  at  least  ten  millions  el 
dollars,  loaneil  on  the  pledge  of  stocks,  would  best  ftiltil  the  origin- 
al design  ol  the  institution,  and  leavi  aslarg.-  an  amount  ol  mo- 
nied  capital  as  could  be  Jalely  loaned  on  personal  stcuntj  and 
this  belief  has  not  been  impaired  by  the  result  of  his  observation  in 
regard  to  the  existing  loans  of  the  bank,  which  according  to  the 
documents  before  your  honorable  house,  are  in  the  propoi  tion  ot 
about  iwenty-seveii  millions  in  bills  and  notes  resting  upon  per- 
sonul  securu)  alone,  to  nine  niilliuns  on  notesofhand,  secured  by 
a  Pl'^dge  ol  stock.  ,  .  ,   , 

Willi  tJiis  brief  exposition  of  the  views  and  motives  which  have 
regi.lated  his  official  conduct, )  our  aiciinurialist,  with  prof'junu  re. 
spcct,  submits  Ins  case  to  your  wisdom  ainl  justice,  in  full  conli- 
deiice  that  Ins  rcputauoii  will  not  be  subjected  to  obluqiiy,  by  in- 
fcreuccs  alike  rcpngiiant  to  his  pnncipli  >,  and  to  the  whole  tei.or  of 
bis  private  a.id  public  life— allle,  ilieliist  perils  and  jirivatioiis  of 
which  are  ideutihed  with  those  of  his  country,  in  the  darkest  pe- 
riod of  her  revolutionary  sirnggh,  as  Ins  late  tailhful  services  in  a 
higblj  responsible  tiust  are  wuh  her  ivceiit  and  not  less  momen- 
tous contest.  Your  lilt  morialisl  moreover  reposi^s,  with  conscious 
rectitude  and  traiicjinhti,  in  the  beliel,  that  wlieii  truth  snail  have 
jicnctrated  tinougliihe  ii.ist ol  pr.juilice  which  has  obscured  the 
services  and  uients  ot  the  mstituiion  in  which  he  bad  the  honor  lo 
preside,  public  sentim<-i<(  will  award  to  those  who  nave  niaisagtU 
Its  critical  couctrns  thatiuilice  which  is  now  withheld. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

Philadelphia,  ith  Feb.  1819. 

Tiie  aoovc  uieiiioiial  was  read  and  orUered  Vo  he 
on  ilie  uuie. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  petition  iiave 
not  yet  been  received — we  sliall  publish  Uiem 
wLen  received,  as  foon  .is  we  can  IIe(}isteii. 

Tuesday,  Fch.  9.  Among  the  petitions  presented  this  inorinng, 
w.nsoneby  Mr.  jtfofun,  from  sundry  inhabitants  ol  Boston,  and 
ils  ncmity,  stockholder*  ot  the  bank  of  the  United  Siates,  upon 
thesuujcctot  the  concerns  of  the  bank;  praying  that  the  inanage- 
Bieni  thereof,  it  improper,  may  be  reclitied,aiiil  any  evils  correct- 
ed; but  deprecating  the  prostiatioii  ol  the  institution,  &«,  The 
petition  was  read  and  ordered  to  iie  on  the  table. 

Mv.  Jo/insan,ot  Va-  submiiied  the  loUuwiiig  resolution— 

Awniif/,  I'liat  the  coiiimiiiee  on  the  juuiciary  ue  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  t)ic  act  entitled  "An  act  lo  incorpoiaie 
'llie  subscribers  to  tile  bank  of  the  United  Stales,"  passed  April 
lOili,  i«ib. 

Mr.  Juhnson  said  he  had  not  submitted  a  proposition  of  su  much 
importance,  without  considering  all  the  coiisinucnces  winch  weit 
likel)  to  result  from  it.  He  had  looked  at  the  siaie  ol  the  coun- 
try; he  knew  the  deep  and  great  interests  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion; was  aware  that  some  embarras. Clients  in  the  tinancial  oprra- 
timis  of  the  government  would  result;  and  that  soinelliing  w.iuld 
be  said  ol  the  pledge  ol  the  public  faith.  But,  alter  taking  luiu 
view  all  these  consideiaiious,  he  ihonglit  it  imposed  un  him,  as  a 
solemn  duty,  to  make  tins  propositioii.  What  was  piihlic  iaiih, 
Mr.  J.  asked, and  wnat  lis  b.st  security?  WheiitTer  any  corpo- 
tatioii  in  this  country,  either  moral  or  political,  shall  violate  its 
obligations,  that  tins  house  should  apply  the  corrective.  1  his  was 
its  best  security.  Ihis  great  banking  corporation,  winch  was  to 
Jirumute  the  great  interests  cl  the  country,  lias,  by  its  nnsconduel, 
coiiipli  tely  deltated  theoJjects  of  tliecoinuiunii)  ;  and  would  not 
the  puUic  lailli  be  best  preserved  by  putlingdown  tins  torpora- 
tiuii,  which  had  thus  abused  us  powers,  and  comiuuteu  such 
frauds  as  had  been  dtvelopcu;  Have  we  the  power  lo  put  it  Uowiu' 
Tins,  said  Ali.  .1.  is  the  only  question  which  could  create  a  single 
<ioubt.  Have  we.  who  created  this  eliartei,a  right  lo  repeat  u? 
Mr.  J.  said  he  had  paid  some  auenlion  lo  this  subject,  and  tlio 
Biauner  ol  procecdir.g  in  such  caics  in  Kngland.  1  lien  then-  c<<i- 
poratious  were  somewhat  ihrtlreutlj  coiisiructed— ilure  the  king 
himscll  grui.ttd  charieis,  and,  when  liiey  were  Mnia(ed  he  an- 
Dulled  tlieiH.  Here  the  legislaiuie  creates  the  charier,  and  it  bad 
*s  luuch  right  as  any  oilier  tribunal  to  decide  en  a  i»vocaiioii  of 
it.  We,  said  Mr.. I.  have  no  more  interest  in  ili  s  corporaUou 
than  the  supreme  court,  winch  it  is  said  ought  lodiiiiUe  (bL<i4ies- 
tiuii  between  tlic  bank  and  tile  nation,  llie  hous-,  he  said,  cuuid 
meet  It  aslcee  Irom  pnjudice,  or  any  improper  Lias,  as  the  su- 
preme court.  It  appeared  lo  hini  there  was  no  choice  lor  those 
uitiDbtrs  who  believed  the  constitution  had  been  violated  by  tliii 
corporation,  but  to  avail  themselves  of  tlie  earluit  oj.poriunit)  to 
ftve  themselvrsfrom  itaiid  relieve  the  consiitution.  Mr.  J.  eoii- 
chided  by  sajiiig  his  present  object  was  »o  have  his  resolution  ri-- 
ferttd  to  ihc  committee  of  the  whole  to  wli  ich  the  bank  report  had 
Wen  referred. 

Mr.  Spencer  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring  to  the  same 
coniniittee  the  resslutioi:  wluati  he  bad  laid  un  ihc  lalile  uu  .Mon- 
day week,  and  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Ti  i/iibtvon  the  lytb 
tilt,  to  issue  a  scire  facias.  Mr.  S.  noticed  brielly  tire  remarks  of 
Mr..)olinson.  llicy  were  strong,  he  said,  and  inipressive;  but 
tliwt  were  other  considerations  to  be  nmeuiuered.  I'lie  luune- 
diaie  destruction  of  this  bank,  Mr.  S.  said,  would  bring  iiiits  con- 
sctiueiices  rulU  to  ttiuusitiids  upoiultj^tirdiid^  who  had  bccumi;  ii:i 


j  debtors;  it  would  inflict  a  wound  upon  the  public  credit, and g» 
'  far  to  tarnish  the  national  faith  abro.td.  The  bank  had  loaneit 
otit  the  siiui  of  thirty  eiglit  millions  of  dollars.  Could  this  sunt 
be  called  ill  ii.imediately.  when  there  was,  as  it  was  stated,  but 
sevciileen  millions  of  dollars  in  the  whole  union.'  If  called  in, the 
state  banks  iniist  pay  all  they  owe,  and  must  iiecussarily  curtail 
thi  ir  discounts,  which  were  rieennd,  at  a  low  estimate,  to  amoutit 
to  IttO  millions.  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  would  operate  on  the  bor- 
rowers from  the  United  States  bank,  awd  thro'  iheni  on  those 
from  the  state  banks.  The  ,i;real  importance  of  this  stibject,  Mr. 
S.  said,  ami  the  great  Interest  at  stake,  ought  to  make  the  house 
proceed  with  iiiiuch  circumspection.  II  the  corporation  conflicteil 
Willi  the  cnnslitniion,  he  was  willing  to  f\u  with  gentleinca 
against  it;  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  seen  that  the  conslilulion 
mii^lit  be  jnesc  rved.  without  creating  the  scene  of  distress  and 
ruin  he  had  adverted  to. 

Mr.  A';i/i  was  unwillinpto  sustain  the  proposition  in  any  shapes 
because  it  was  only  creating  iisi  less  iilarm  through  tin  commu- 
nity, liy  holding  out  the  idi  a  that  the  bank  was  to  be  desiroyeil. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  It.  said,  he  wmild  iievt  r  cons  nt  to  proceed 
against  the  United  States  bank  in  any  manner  until  he  could  see 
the  state  banks  conduct  their  afliiirs  correctly,  which  he'  had  yet 
to  learn.     He  hoped  the  house  would  not  consider  the  resolution. 

.Ml.  Lvwitilct  made  a  few  remarks  in  faVor  ot  nfirriiig  the  re- 
solution to  the  eomn.ittee  of  the  whole;  for,  wlnther  the  house 
was  disposed  to  destroy  an  institution  which,  if  properly  niansg- 
ed,  woiild  be  highly  btntlicial  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  aiul 
had  been  productive  of  miieli  good  to  tin  public,  or  whether  it 
meant  to  sustain  that  institiiiion,  the  question  could  be  better  de- 
liberated on  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

'Ihe  resoliilion  was  then  r-f  rred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  liank  report,  as  were  also  those  of  Mr.  Syyc/iecvand  of  iMr. 
Tiinihlf,  on  their  respective  motions. 

O.'  If'eiliu'sdiiy  ast,  pri.iciples  of  consider.thle  im- 
poriancc  were  decided  in  the  liouse  of  representa- 
ives—  g. '85, 000  •>  ere  appropri:ited  for  coTipleting 
t'lc  Cu'fiberUtnd  rord,  afior  considerable  debate — 
66  to  61;— and  in  coinmittee  of  the  whole,  it  was 
agreed  to  incre.tse  tiie  salaries  of  tlis  hea<}s  of  tie- 
partmen  s,  and  of  the  chief  justice  and  circuit 
judges  of  the  Uni'el  Stales.  Mr.  Clay  stated, 
'ha',  for  reasons  that  had  great  weight,  he  should 
defer  iiis  inieniion  of  agitating  the  question  re- 
.specting  the  acknowledgement  of  the  independence 
of  certain  parts  of  Siutii  America,  until  the  nest 


session  of  congress. 


Partictilars  hereafter. 


THK  ii.VNK  DocuMKNTS.  It  Wiis  ouly  Oil  Thursday 
last  that  we  Jiad  a  complete  copy  of  thedocuirjents 
accompitnying  the  report  of  ilie  conunittee  of  in- 
vestigation, and  are  truly  aslomsiicd  at  the  great 
work  which  that  conriHiittf'e  perfornried.  To  a  vo- 
Itiine  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  clo'iely  prl  ited  8vo. 
p.tgesf,  is  annexed  tv.-i-nty  two  iiulf  sheet  tables, 
some  of  which  are  very  heavj! — With  a  free  use  of 
our  small  type,  and  otir  best  man  gement  to  cotxv- 
press  the  tables  into  the  sm.illest  possible  space 
without  losing  any  of  their  conte-its,  we  have  no,5f 
only  reached  the  »3rd  page  of  die  pamphlet, ;ind  in- 
serletl  only  nine  of  thohC  tablt-.s; — itaving  fi"  pa^ 
ges,  and  1:1  of  tiie  large  tables  yet  to  be  printed. 

The  15ih  or  cuireiit  vol.  of  the  Register  closes 
oil  SaUiiday  next;  and,  as  it  is  utterly  impossihl!:  for 
IIS  to  compass  tht:  T'  niainder  of  tiie  documents  into 
the  sheet  lo  be  p'lblislied  Oii  tltat  tlay,  tho  igh  w« 
shall  press  iuto  il  as  uiuch  mailer  as  we  can,  tiie 
very  unpl*?asaiU  necessity  results  that  a  psrt  oi" 
tliose  doctimeius  inusi  be  laid  over  for  the  sub- 
Sftjuent  volume.  This  will  not  be  material  tosucli 
geiitit-inen  as  receive  lliis  work  in  numbers;  and  for 
our  numerous  fiends  wiio  take  il  in  vuluiiift!,  exUa. 
copies  «f  such  slieels  as  contain  the  remaiiuleT  of 
'Jiose  documents  will  be  prinleil,  Vo  be  gratuitous- 
ly given  to  such  as  muy  please  lo  ask  for  them,  for 
imiiiediute  exami.  ation.  This  is  all  that  we  can 
do  to  accommodate  t!ie  wislug  of  all,  in  the  con<Ji- 
tion  of  tni:igs.  We  did  iio^  expect  that  tlie  volume 
of  documents  would  be  so  ponderous  as  ii  is,  iho' 
ensible  that  it  must  needs  be  weigiity. 

(j:;7'^'-""<^''"0*-'^  typoi,raplilcal  errors  in  the  docu- 
men  is  have  beeu  corrected;  we  regret  to  express  a 
belief  iii.>t  someyet  remain,  w;iic;i  1  ;i.ii:re  has  nut 
beenafibrdcd  to  d-,.trci 
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Seeing'  Ihe  exertion  we  are  makinj^  at  an  extra- 
ordinary expense  of  labor,  to  give  to  tlie  people  the 
important  series  of  rlocuments  spoken  of  above — 
the  editor  l^opes  that  he  will  be  renrlil}-  excused 
for  postponing;  many  thlng^s  which  naturally  belon;^ 
to  the  periods  of  the  last,  present  and  some  sub<;e- 
quent  numbers  of  the  Registeh,  under  the  hssijp- 
»nce  that  nothing  needful  to  record  shall  be  lost. 

The  suppiEMETtT  designed  for  this  volume  will  he 
uncommonly  valuable;  as,  from  the  multiplicity  of 
papers  laid  before  congress,  a  great  body  of  matter 
that  ought  to  have  been  inserted  in  the  volume^ 
must  be  cast  into  it.  We  never  recollect  a  session 
so  productive  of  those  things  called  dccumen*^  as 
the  present  has  been — and  some  of  the  debates 
must  also  be  preserved.  The  synpiement  cannot 
be  printed  until  about  two  weeks  after  the  close  of 
the  volume. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

In  our  last  we  expressed  a  desire  to  give  an  op"- 
nlon  about  ihe  course  that  miglit  be  safely  pursued 
in  respect  to  the  bunk  of  the  United  States,  bef  )re 
any  dtfinitive  measures  siiculd  be  adopted  as  to 
that  insti;ution. 

We  are  not  vain  enough  to  believe  that  our  opi- 
nion would  have  effect  upon  those  measures;  but 
we  wished  to  record  it,  simply  for  the  use  of  any 
that  may,  hereafter,  impeach  our  motives  or  cavil 
at  our  conduct — to  give  them,  a'>d  all  others,  a  full 
opportunity  of  understanding  what  we  would  wish 
to  have  done.  For  this  purpose  an  article  of  con 
siderable  length  was  nearly  prepared — we  have  not 
room  for  it,  and  the  following  brief  expoailion  mus; 
answer  for  our  present  purposes. 

1.  We  believe  thai  the  incorporation  was  wrong- 
in  its  origin;  and  has  been  so  incorrectly  managed 
in  its  progress,  as  justly  to  forfeit  the  rights  it  pos 
sessed — admitting  thos<e  riglits  to  have  been  con- 
stitutionally granted. 

2.  Yet,  the  bank  did  much  good  in  restoring  a 
more  wholesome  currency,  and  its  bills  are  the  best 
of  any  as  a  common  medium;  and  it  is  not  ahvays 
expedient  to  destroy  that  which  we  esteem  to  hnve 
been  improperly  f.islened  upon  it — or,  which  does 
not  wliolly  pci-ibrm  what  we  wish  it  to  do. 

3.  We  think  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  prescrvea 
— but  that,  as  the  opportunity  is  fitting,  its  im 
mense  power  to  do  mischief  should  be  restrained. 
He  must  be  a  dolt,  indeed,  who  does  not  see  that 
it  m:iy  become  a  political  machine,  to  make  all  offi 
cers — from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
down  to  the  very  scavengers  of  an  incorporated 
town;  and  that,  if  it  can  attain  such  power,  it  will 
exercise  it,  is  tmdeniable — uiiless  its  directors  be 
"angels  in  the  form  of  men," — aMd  seek  truth  rather 
than  speculation;— which  is  not  to'be  expected,  let 
it  be  managed  by  what  sort  of  politicians  it  may. 

4.  The  best  restraining  power  that  we  can  dis- 
cover is  —  in  AN  ACK-COWLKDGED  KIOUT  I.N  THE  STAT.KS 

TO  TAX  IT  THE  l'KOl»LE  ARE  THE  ONLY  bAFE 
])ErOSirORYOF  I  HEIR  OWN  IMERESIS.  If 
it  does  well,  it  will  be  permitted  to  exist,  with  its 
branches;  if  it  does  ill,  it  ni:iy,  after  a  reason:<hle 
time  allowed  ttt  wind  up  its  affairs,  be  driven  from 
any  of  tiie  slate<;.  That  the  slates  have  a  right  to 
tax  it,  \  cannot  hesitate  to  believe — or,  their  sove- 
reignly is  as  nothing:  still  it  is  doubted  by  some 
wlu -.her  this  right  exists,  and  its  f^fnh/is/unent,  with 
a  few  wholesome  regulations  by  congress;,  would 
secure  the  people  against  the  corrupt  influence 
wliicli  this  mig'.ity  corporation  may  be  expected  to 


possess,  if  its  chain  of  power  through  the  union  is 
notbr'krn  But  no  slate  should  have  a  i-ight  ro  tax 
it,  unless  the  local  b(V:ki>  therein  mere  compplled  to  pari 
thei^  o-vn  debts  on  demand,  or  fo-feit  their  chnrters,  by 
statute  * 

5.  And,  to  the  bank^  thus  restrained,  all  reasona- 
ble facili'ics  should  he  given  for  the  ransaction  of 
its  la-vful  h«isinps>: — to  fill  up  the  demand  f^r  a  w^U 
k'lovn  and  respectable  curren -y,  and  b-e'ikdown, 
by  i'S  legitim:tte  force,  the  paltry  rag-shops  scat- 
tered through  the  country,  at  which  the  substance 
of  our  citizens  is  consumed  by  the  insolent  'barons' 
who  govern  them. 

On  these  things  a  m<»n  might  write  for  a  week, 
and  not  finish  their  subjects. 


CHRONICLE. 

Horrid  duel.  As  genilemen  often  fight  with  and 
kill  each  other  for  fame,  we  generally  do  all  that 
we  can  to  disa. point  them  of  their  expected  re- 
ward, by  refusing  to  men' ion  affairs  r^f  honor;  but 
we  feel  it  right  to  hold  up  the  following  for  public 
dep-ecation. 

fie  1.  A  T.  SMasoii,  of  Virginia,  who  was  a  senator 
from  that  slate  in  the  14' h  congress,  and  John  M. 
j^VCarty,  esq.  of  the  same  state,  met  at  BladenS' 
burg  on  Satunlay  last,  to  settle  an  old  and  rancor- 
ous dispute,  long  carried  on  in  the  newspapers,  in 
a  manner  that  was  not  honorable  to  either  of  them, 
though  gen.  M.  was  always  considered,  except  in 
this  dispu'e,  as  a  most  amiable  gentleman.  'I'hey 
were  armed  with  muskets,  each  charged  with  three 
balls,  and  fou'rjht  at  the  distance  of  six  paces. 
G^n.  Mason  received  his  antagonist's  ball  in  his 
heart,  and  instantly  died;  Mr.  McCarty  was  wound- 
ed in  the  arm,  not  severely.  They  were  cousins, 
— the  deceased  has  left  a  wife  and  child. 

Q  !  Mondsy,  last,  Mr.  Morrill  submitted  to  the 
senate  a  resolution  to  request  the  president  to  dis- 
miss from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  any  of- 
ficers concerned  as  counselling,  aiding  or  abetting 
in  this  abominable  affair  (and  we  are  told  that 
three  officers,  high  in  the  public  estimation,  had 
something  to  do  with  it) — but  he  modified  his 
resolution  the  next  day  so  as  to  instrucl  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
punishment  of  duellmg  within  the  district  of  Co- 
I  mbia. 

J^lail  robbers.  All  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  robbery  of  the  gieat  eastern  mail,  as'n.an*  inned 
in  our  last,  have  been  taken,  and  their  gniUi  it  is 
believed,  will  be  easily  established.  The  third 
robber  was  seized  near  Lancaster,  by  some  spirited 
citizens  of  that  place.  The  happy  detection  of 
those  persons,  and  the  certainty  of  their  melan- 
choly fate,  will,  we  hope,  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  things  in  future. 

As  every  man  is   deeply  interested  in  the  safety 

of  the  mail every  man  should  lend  his  aid  to 

detect  depredators  upon  ii;  and  a  standing  reward 
shouM  be  offered  by  the  post  master  general  to  re- 
quite the  trouble  and  risk  of  doing  it. 

*Mosl  of  tlie  banks  idai  have  not  yei  tailed  must 
soon  become  bankrupt,  or  cease  to  do  a  business 
that  will  yield  an  interest  of  more  than  4  or  5  per 
cent,  per  annum.  And,  as  every  man,  (or  corpo- 
ration,) otiglit  to  be  considered  best  qualified  to 
settle  up  his  own  affairs,  we  would  seriously  re- 
commend that  reflecting  persons  holding  stocks  in 
such  banks,  shotild  contmune  together  and  ascer- 
tain ti;e  propriety  or  necessity  of  dissolving  their 
institutions,  whilst  they  have  any  controul  over 
them. 


PnIjLES'  week  LI   KEGISTEK. 
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Xj"To  SHve  trouble  in    refereice,  as  t,.e  matter 
in  the  last  number  is  immfdiately  connected  u  itl 
that  in  the  present,  we  have  resumed  the  continua- 
tion  of  ihe  bank  documents  in   our   first   pages. — 
The  miscellaneous  ar.icles  commence  in  pHp;^  474. 


.ANSWERS  OF  WILLIAM  JONES, 
President  oftlie  bauknj  tlie  Uidtcd  States,  to  the  intei-rogntories  put 

to  him  by  the  comniittee  ufimjtiiiii  oj  the  house  of  repiesciitrttivcs 

of  I  he  United  Stoles, 

Bnnkofthe  United  States.  December  23d,  18l8. 

To  the  inteiTOgatorii's  put  l)y  the  cuniniiiter  o(  the  house  ol 
rfprest-iilativts  nt  the  United  .States,  to  William  .Jones,  president 
of  the  bank  (if  the  United  States,  he  respectfully  submits  the  lol- 
lowing  aii.swer*: 

'lo  the  first:  that  he  is  unable  to  state  the  total  amount  which 
the  president  and  cashii  r  were  authorized  to  loan  exclusively  upon 
the  deposit  of  the  stock  ot  the  United  States,  or  the  stock  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  conlbrmity  to  the  resolution  of  th. 
board,  oil  the  Stli  August,  1817,  but  that  those  discounts  Were 
continued  under  the  sanction  of  the  board  from  time  to  time 
dining  the  intervals  belv^■l-en  the  discount  da)s,  until  about  the 
9th  of  Se;it'  nihi  r  following. 

To  the  second:  that  he  knows  of  no  other  written  account,  than 
theintrieson  the  common  discount  books,  in  the  ordinary  niau- 
lieruf  other  loans  or  discounts,  which  bonks  were  regnlarfy  sub- 
initted  to  the  examination  and  correction  of  the  board  »l  directors, 
each  discount  daj ;  and  he  is  unalile  at  this  time  to  distinguish  the 
loans  made  between  the  discount  days,  and  those  done  at  the 
board,  because  there  are  fri  qoent  verbal,  or  louse  written  appli- 
cations made  during  the  sittings  of  the  board:  when  these  are 
done,  they  are  subsequently  entered  in  the  discount  books,  and 
have  notthe  usual  distingmshinij  mark  (nj  of  those  which  are 
previously  entered  and  discounted. 

To  the  ihird:  that  discounts  on  the  pledge  of  stock,  as  well  the 
reinwals  which  fell  due  betweiii  the  discount  dajs,  as  those  -jf 
lii-w  applicants,  were  speuaily  tliitcttd  by  the  board,  Iroin  the 
<ltli  to  the  30th  Septeinbir,  1817,  when  the  board  'r.  solved,  th.it 
the  president  and  cashier  be  anthorizt-d  to  discount  (or  the 
iifwal  of  such 
un 

notes 

president  and  cashier,  as  thi  y  became  due;  «oitered  i;'i  the  stock 
discount  book,  and  reported  every  discount  day  to  the  lioaid  oi 
dinciors;  that  he  is  unable  to  designate  the  p  isons  to  whom  th. 
renewed  loans  wt  re  grantetl.as  it  has  licen  the  practice  ol  the  board, 
to  renew  the  loans  on  the  pledg-  and  security  of  the  stock,  at  the 
far  value,  without  regard  to  the  payer  of  the  note,  who  may  in 
llirniienm.havesidd  the  whole,  or  ai.y  part  of  the  stock,  sulyect 
tu  the  redemption  ot  the  pieilgi  ;  iiiat  from  the  nature  and  duties 
olliis  iilfice,  h.-  i»  less  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  bank,  and 
hS!  qiialihidto  iiive  the  desired  explanations,  than  those  ulio 
fiakethi  entrus.  with  the  knowl.dge  of  the  particular  circum- 
naiices  of  each  case.  He  is,  however,  perfectly  satisfied,  that  i.o 
disccunt  has  at  any  time  been  entered  upon  the  discount  hook, 
williout  the  sanction  of  the  board  of  directors. 

There  ai-e  a  variety  of  circumstances,  susceptible  of  explanation 
rrnin  the  stock  discount  book  itsrif,  to  show  the  letter  (uj  usually 
anuexed  to  each  accepted  not^.  is  hut  a    partial  elite riou    in  that 


r  picsiMtriji  anil  cHsiiier  oe  aiiinoiiZfU  10  riiscoiint  lor  the  {\- 
;wal  of  such  imtes,  as  may  become  due  between  discount  dajs 
1  Slock,  until  ..thrwis,.  dirtetid"— in  coi.turniity  to  wliicli,  til. 
ites  therein  (!•  scribed,  were  lenewtd   by  tlie    boaril,  or   by  the 


liookjiodisignat^  the  actual  discounts,  finally  sanctioned  by  the 
board.  1  ht-  tact  is,  t  hat  the  stock  loans,  have  been  uiin'or.rily  coir- 
sid-redby  the  dnectois,  as  a  subsiitute  in  part  lor  that  portion 
oitlie  capital  ot  the  baik,  which,  according  to  the  t.  rms  ul  the 
cnailer,aod  the  reasonahle  expectations  of  the  stockholders  was 
tobave  constituted  (our  fifths  of  the  whole,  and  it  is  lu  ibisvi  w, 
-nal  tilt  y  have  been  coiuiiiu.  d  in  the  manner  and  form  which  has 
oetnc.xhii  ited  to  theeommidee. 

Tu  thelourili:  he  believes  ihat  loans  thus  made  or  renewed  are 
oluir!;^'^'  '^'"'  ''*M>a"iculars  ot  which,  he   is  u..aequaiiiied,'but 
01  «liich  he  presumes,  the  cashier  can  furnish  a  statement, 
nlmtri  1        !'  "^   '"".'    "'    """  amount  so  authorized  to   be  em- 
pwjed,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  pr.sident  and    cashier   or 

tin Vh"'"'-  ""  ""  '"•■'^^  "'   '*"-    '''"^-     '1''^    disco.uits  w.  re 

ff?.dat'ion  at' a',  v'  f"!"".  ■''■""'"'S''  "''^'e  existence  of  a  similar 
'S';?  tLt-'I"  ,\  }"'^"''^*''-:"'  «""""■>')  h«'  i^ee.i  given  by 
"" '""pproplfa'tlon  "■'^''""  "'  *"^  "'  ""=  "*"'^"'  ""  "'^''^-  » 
m^mir  m'.J'n",'"  i*""  ""'"  '"»'="'">«e<''  expressed  the  only  agree- 
1  A      .^"^  *"°  t'"^  president  and  cashier. 

tV  CrVw,'',"'';.*'""  *,''.''  '"'^^\'"''  ^"h'tl' induced  the  resolution  ot 
«<ara,»,re  the  sudden  redemption  by  Hk  govern 


their  notes  subsequently  received  on  account  of  the  revenue,  the 
iinpossibihty  of  converting  which, into  sp.  cie,  was  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic notoriety,  and  no  less  so  of  placing  it  in  the  easiern  brnnehes, 
even   at  great  loss,  because  it  would  have    been  absorbed  by  the 
debts  due  to  the  eastern  section  of  the  Union,  and  rendered    Jiuit- 
less  as  a  fund  for  the  capital  of  the  ensterii  branches,  as  the  bank 
v.»s  at  that  time  engaged  in  th.-  herculean  task   of  equalizing  the 
e.xcha.ige  between  Bostoii  and  the  intermediate    places   to   Rich- 
mond, including  as  well  the  exchange  required  by   individuals,  as 
that  which  the  state  hanks  within  the  sphere  of  these  nperationn 
availed  themselves  of,  to  hquidate  their  balances  respectively:  that 
the  directeirs  deemed  it  ex|)edient   to  employ  these  funds,  where 
they  were  current,  for  the  benefit  of  the   institution,  upon  indu- 
bitable security,  and  as  a  substitute   ill  part  for  the    funded    debt 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  redeemed  by   the  government, 
for  which  they  had  receiv.  d  in    payment  the   debts   and  notes  of 
state  banks,  instead  of  gold  and  silv.r;  that  the  leans   were  gene- 
ral, without  r.  gard  to  person,  place,  or  amount;  and   impartially 
made  to  .ill  who  appiyed,  either    on  th.-  security  of  the    fundeii 
debt  of  the  United  States,  or  the  stock  of  the  bank,  because  these 
loans  w.  r.-  not  considered   in  the-  light  e.f  discounts  on    mere  per- 
sejnal  security,  which  the  board  did  not  d.-em  it  prudent  materially 
to  extend  in  the   cities  where  the  snuk    loans  have  been    princi- 
pally ii.ade,hut  looked  to  an  equitable  distribution  of  tlin  capital 
of  the  bank. as  soon  as  the  state  of   the  currency,  the  course  of   ex- 
change, and  the  circumstances  of  the  institution  would  a'lmit;  that 
in  respect  to  the    authority    or  direction    to    the    president    and 
cashif-r,  to  discount  to  the  extent   limit,  d,  such    notes  as  niiglit  be 
ottered,  with  a  pledge   of  stock    between   discount   days,  at   the 
rates  which  had  been  prescribed  by  the  board,   and  subsequently 
to  renew  notes  which  had  li^eii  discounted  on  a  similar  pledge,  as 
they  became  due  betw*-eu  discount  days;  and  lo  report  these  trans- 
actions to  the  iioard,  from   time    to    tim.;  the   motives    was,   the 
prompi  employment  of  the  disposable  fund  above  mentioned,  anil 
that  the  duties  anil  trust  assigned  to  ih.    president  and  cashier,  in 
relation  to  these  discounts  and  renewals,   wer.   considered  by  the 
board  as  mere  ministerial  acts,  involving  no  discretion   o.'i  the-ir 
part,  or  derogation  from  the  duties   specially   enjoined  upon  the 
board  by  the  charier,  and   the  rules  and  by.  -laws  of  the  corpora- 
tion.    The  president  ai  d  cashier  had  iiotthi-  control  of  a  single 
dollar  thus  appropriated:  tlie  manner  in  which  the  discounts  were 
to  he  done,  the  nature  and  i  xtent  of  the  cri-dit  and    security,  anj 
of  the  sums  thus  employed,  were  d.-cided  upon  by  the  board,  exe- 
cuted according  to  its  order,  entered  in  the  discount    I'o.ik  an.l 
reported  to  the  l.oard  on  each  discoynt  day;   were,   if  aii\  errors 
app.  ared,  they  were-  corrected  or  explained  to  the   satisliietion  of 
the  board:  In  fine',  lor  all    the  purposes  of  the  trust,  it  might  as 
Well  have  been  executed   by  the  discount  clerk,  as  the  pr.sident 
and  cashier,  who  have  never  been  authorized  to  discount   a  single 
negotiable  note  on   the    personal    credit  of  the   parties,   how.-ver 
small    the  amount,  because  it  would  involve  the  ess.-ntial  /.rinci- 
ple  o!    security  to  the  institution,  which  most  depend  upon    the 
sididity  of  the  parties,  of  which  the  board  alone  is  competent  ta 
deciile. 

'lo  the  ninth:  he  dots  not  know  of  a  si.-nilar  power  having  b.  en 
given  to  any  oih.  r  bank.  He  has  hi-«rd  of  the  exereist  ol  similar 
powers  by-the  officers  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States,  which, 
il  true  to  any  ext.  nt.  he  has  no  doubt  was  by  the  authority  of  the 
directors  uf  that  bank. 

Second  general  head. 
The  committee  having  p.  rniitteet  bin.  to  refer  to,  and  adopt  the 
answers  of  the  cashiers  where  they  aecoril  with  his  own  knoulrdge 
or  belief,  he  has  examined  them  and  aile.pts  the  cashier's  !iiisw>rs  to 
th-  first  and  second  interrogat.jries  under  this  h.ail;  and.  i.ls...  the 
third,  as  far  as  it  goes, but  adds  that  th.-  b..arit  has  end.avoie-,'  by 
such  nie-aiis  as  it  could  employ  short  ol  Coercion,  to  eir.et  tlit  re- 
duction o!the  loans  made  to  large  stockhohl.  rs,  since  the  lircmn- 
stauce-s  of  the  bank  requir.  d  the  ciirtHilments  of  its  discounts 
and  has  effected  Very  conside-rable  ridiietion  in  that  way:  the  of- 
fice at  C'harleste.-i  (where  a  considerabii-  amount  ol  the  stock  of 
the  hank  has  r  cciitly  been  publish. d;h;:s,  hi.w,  vtr,  iiicr.-asrd  its 
loans  eeii  stock,  npwarils  of  six  hundred  thousand  ri.illars,  within 
tilt-  last  six  months.  T  he  board  called  upon  all  the  state  banks 
wliii.h  had  obtained  loans  on  stock,  to  pay  up;  they  have  made 
partial  payments,  accompanied  with  reinonstrance-s  and  solicita- 
tions lor  forth,  r  indulgence,  which  has  been  graiiteil. 

To  the  fourth:  that  the  only  understanding  lieiwe-en  the  direc- 
tors and  officers  of  tli^-  bank,  and  the  discounters  on  pledgi-d  stock 
after  ihe  20th  July,  was  the  engagement  expressed  in  the  notes 
which  wer.  iliscuuntod. 
'lo  the  fifth:  he  adopts  the  answer  of  the-  cashier. 
To  tile  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth:  That  discounts  upon  pledged 
stock  leave  only  been  made  upon  the  sums  acinally  paid  in  on 
each  shart;  that  discounts  have  been  made  to  stockholders  upon 
pledged  stock  simultaiieou',ly  with  the  payment  of  the  second 
instalment,  but  notbeture,  which,  until  the  gene  ral  resiimpti..ii  of 
speci.- payments  were  limited  to  ten  dollars  ..i  .  acli  share,  upon 
which  the  second  instalment  was  to  be  paid,  s.  eiired  by  a  ideilge 
of  stock  equal  to  the  amount  hormwed,  estimating  the  pledge  at 
sixty-file  dollars  per  share;  he  has  also  see  tt.e  ai.sw.rul  tli;t 
cashier  to  these  questions,  and  pert,  clly  accoins  with  the  .xp)v 
nations  he  has  gi?en,  which  ar«  corroljorated  by  the  book  ofo.i 
ginal  entrf. 


tO() 
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To  tbriiiiilb:  tliKtas  far  as  his  oppuitunilies  of  ascertaining: 
t]ie  oiiiiiKi'i  uftlie  jjiiljlit.ami  those  ot  the  substiib.  is  to  the  I'aiik 
in  regard  tj  (hriu)  luriii  ul'tl-.e  Sttonil  iiislalncm  e\te;iil(  tl,  it  al'' 
lKar*tl  I- hi"'  to  Ix  the  irmeral  icii|jrissioii  that,  pajuitiit  wmild 
be  ret|  (UeU  111  cui'i  Slid  in  fundiii  <i<  bt,  but  that  a  vi  ly  small 
portioii  of  the  iiisi-.lmciit  would  be  paid,  in  coiiseciueiic.  uf  the 
preiii.u  11  oiispfCie;  the  iimliility  ut  tbebaiiU  to  coerce  p:iy"ueiit; 
iTie  |'r<ispeLt  ofthe  rirjt  dividend,  btiiig  less  than  the  legal  iut  rest 
of  !i:one).  Tluisenlimrnt  appeared  to  pri  vail  ■.imoiig  many  ol 
thelarK^'  stockhold^  rs.so.iie  of  vvIjohi  notwiilistandiii|j  the  tacili- 
ties  iji\  n  by  the  ba..k,  did  not  pay  their  iiisialiuents  until  the 
appiojch  of  tliedividcHd;  and  uiilil  ihi-  state  banks  resumed  spe- 
cie pa;,  uieiits  on  the  20lh  February  fullowi;!^,  tliere  was  an  aver- 
sion l^'  the  stipiilittiou  i.i  tin;  notes  iliseomited  by  the  bank  ol  the 
United  .')tal'S,  on  liie  pledge  of  stock,  as  it  bound  tlie  stock  tor 
the  p.iVMieiit  ot  the  iiute  ill  sp' cie,  for  whith  ilie  borrower  luifrht 
liave  to  pay  a  iiigh  premium,  uid'-ss  specie  payments  should  be 
{reiii  lally  rLSunie>!;  that  the  reasons  for  Kiaiitiu,;  the  faeiiili-s  to 
the  puiieiiial  pr.ymel.lof  the  second  iQStalinenc,  which  tlic  reso- 
lution of  the  boH:-'!  ou  the  latli  D.  c.  1316  a^brded,  were  a  pev- 
teaci'iiviotion  u:i  the  part  of  the  board,  that  without  these  facul- 
ties ;.  Very  siiiu'd  portion  of  that  iM»t:ilmeiit  wiuildtie  paid  while 
tlie  ci.iii  i:i  the  \  .»uiis  ol  ib  -  state  banks  was  wiihiirUI  lio  o  <  ircuki- 
tioii,  and  thill  I  .  [he  mjiK;l  uor'  a  lumli  iireniiiiui;  that  wiili  oii- 
Ij  tile  specie  part  oi  llie  tiist  i:is°uliiieni.  dilfused  thiouijhoiit  tli-- 
United  "jtates,  in  the  iwenty  plates  ot'  sulisenption,  tli-  op-ra- 
tions  oi  the  Ijank  would  he  wholly  inadtquate  to  the  velitf  of  the 
comiiiui'.ityj  tlie  renovaiiou  of  liie  currency;  the  iiidispensabk  ac- 
coninioi!a;ioii  to  ihe  state  banks  in  th  ir  eiliirts  to  resume  specie 
pavinenis  )  the  suiislilutioii  of  the  circulation  of  the  bills  ol  (lie 
bauk  of  the  I'niteil  iit:;tes,  and  particularly  tbi  urgent  soiieitude 
for  t^i  frarly  ana  efficie  t  oj  eratioiis  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stat's  ex|.rrS5?.i  lei  the  lrtt!,rof  tlur  sc  erctary  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  ilh  of  August  1816.  to  the  commi:isioners  for  receiving  sub- 
scrip  ions  to  tne  bank  in  P:iiladt  Iphia;  lU  that  of  the  29th  No- 
venihf  i.  1S16.  to  tli.,  dir  clors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
a;i  i  thatoi  ih?2'i  Deceniher,  1S16  to  the  same,  prior  to  the  com- 
njfnctmeiit  if  itsoptraiioiis.  asking  a  loan  of  live  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  paj  the  ditideiids  on  the  public  debt  in  the  state 
of  MajsacI  Msetts,  stating  that  the  guvirnment  had  no  altfrnative, 
buti!eis  u.  jf  treasurj  notes  tor  that  purpose,  btarir.g  an  inter- 
est ot  SI  vtn  ;jer  cent. 

To  the  tenth:  that  he  lias  no  knowledge  of  any  means  adopted 
by  the  hoard  to  cause  it  to  be  generally  known  that  the  notes  of 
stecMiei.f^rs    would  be  rectivfd    in  payment  of  any   part   of  the 
sfcoiid  ii:stainient.    The  resolution  of  the   board  on  the  18  th  De- 
cember, Ha- immediately  communicated  to  the  otKces  at  Boston, 
Nfw  ycrk,    and  Balliinore,;respectively,wliich  wire  the  only  otfi- 
cis  lb'  1.  iiga.iizedand  the  circular  ts  the  eommis-ioners  for  receiv- 
iiiu  ill'  sL-'..id  instalment,  g>ve  the  snhscribi  rs  to  the  bank,  the 
option  of  i'aying   at  the  place  of  subscription  or  at  the    bank  in 
Pliil;ii.i,:l:ia,  «li:  re  their  agents    could,  and  he  has  n»  doubt  did, 
aval:  .  .C'listivts  of  the  anvantagts  ot  resident  subscribers.  While 
die  directors  deemed  It  tlieir  ii.dispensable  duty  to  held    out  in- 
du;-p;i;'  ris  to  punctuality,  to  those  whom  it  was  believed  would 
oti.tiwise  be  dt  f'iiulters    upon  a  scale  extremely  iiijurious  to  the 
ba;.k  and  the  public,  it  was  not  deemed  exptdient  to  invite  the 
sfiibst.iutioii  of  their  faiilitiis  for  thecuiii  which  subscribers  might 
have  already  prtpartd  to  pny  the  stcoud  iiistiilment. 
T/uict gcncitd  Iv^nil. 
To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answ-. rs:  that  the  board  of  direc- 
tors did  adopt  on  the  I3ili  July,  1817,  certain  regulations  lor  con- 
ducting  the  exchange  ojii  rations  of  the  bank,  which  wire  printed 
jr.  a  pamphlet  torni,    a  copy  of  which  has  been  laid  before   the 
committee.     These  regulations,  however,  liave  not  been  conimu- 
liicated  to  the    oflices  or  carrit  d  iiitoefFrct;  the  irregularities   in 
the    curreiuy,  the  dflinquency  of  debti.r  banks,   the  paucity  of 
coin  compared  with  the  excessive  circulation  of  bank  paper;  the 
enhancd  price  of  the   (Mreciims  metals  in  foreign  countries,  and 
consrtpieiu  hi^b  premium  in  our  own;   the  extraordinary  demand 
for  silver  coin  lor  exportation;  the  incessant  current  of  exchange 
toward  the  eastern  s.  ctionofthe  union,  aiu^  the  heavy  payment 
of  the  bank  furihi  expi  niitures  of  the  government  in  thalqu  .t  r.s 
and  the  rtdenipiiiin  of  tht;   public  deiit.  particularly  that  portion 
whicii  was  held  by  foreigui  rs,  have  bafHedall  the  attempis  ot  the 
bo  rd  to     iju.ih/t  ani  n  gulate-  its  operations  upon  any  tctilcd  sys- 
t'.  ni  The-  .■  ehai.geopnatious  ol  ibe  bank  liavt  therefore  been  ten. 
yornry  hikI  niiciuatiiig,  according  totlie  state  ofthe  currency  and 
the  tidelii)  of  state  b  inks  in  the  actual  not   (ostensible)  payment 
of  their  debts  ■>■  speci.-.    The  bankdiil  n.aiutain  an  absolute  equa- 
lity ill  the  (xel.anges  between  the  cities  Irom    Itostuii   to    Uicli 
inoni.  inclusive,  tVoiii  the  20tb  F.bruary,  1817,  (wh>n  the  banks  of 
the  niiddlf-  states  resumed    specie  payment)  to  the    J9th    jMarch, 
181-,wheii  tlieollice  at  Boston  suspended  the   receipt  and    pay- 
ment of  il'e  iiotis  ol  the  bank,  and  its  other  ofTices;  and  this  (uiit 
o;  ly  l«<r  the  giyverniiicnt  wliicb  it  is  bound  to  do  every  where)  but 
aetu;.lly  sustained    the  buiilen  of  liquidating  the    itebts    between 
thosi  places,  whither  arising  from  sliiie  bank  balances  with  each 
otber.or  thos--  of  individuals,  iiltludiugan  immeiist:  supplj  ol  spe- 
Ci'    lor  ilie  Asiatic  trade.    From  the  ilute  last  nienlioueU,  until  the 
38hol  A'lgust  last, (when  it  was  li.niiU    utt-rl).  impracsicable  to 
to  itr  ue  the  system  a.i)  longer  without   exlreiiic  hazard    totlie 
insiitution)  everj  eilnri  was  inacte  to  sustain  the  sjsteui  between 
all  lliecititiiliroMi  N\w    Voikto    Hicbniond    inclnsivi,    where  the 
bank  and  iisothces  c<>iijbii>ie<l  to   lecriveapd  pay  in  specie  the 
XUiUt  of  the  corporation  wiihoui  diM  rimination. 

Since  the  .Stli  if  August  last.  th.  W.^t.U.  lias  liniited  the  extent 
of  i.s  xcliaru;e  operations,  according  to  the  demands  and  circuni- 
sta!icrs  of  the  insiituiion,  always  ciutiuiMg  the  premium  (where 
an.N  has  been  charged)  witliiii  the  actual  .Vxpeiise  and  risk  i-ttend- 
iiig  ihe  tiansporiatiou  o(  specie  from  the  place  where  the  exchange 
yasdwiwn,  to  .thatat  whjca  it  was   payable,    lu  liie  exchange 


operations  between  the  western  oRic' s.  and  the  bank  and  its  ess. 
cm  otfices,  the  bank  has  never  been  remunerated  upunihescale 
|ust  m.-ntiuned,  they  have  drawn  eiih  r  dt  a  trilling  premium  ol'a 
half  pfr  cedt.orat  par.for  which  they  have  rtceivtd  thepapcrof 
uaiiks  V,  Inch  claim  the  privih  ge  of  pa\  iiig  according  to  th.  ir  con- 
venience, i'liere  are  occasional  partial  instructions  to  the  wes- 
tern otiices  on  this  subject,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  president  ot  the  liank.  the  principal  ob.ject  of  which, 
has  I),  en  to  rxf^  ml  the  eirmlation  of  the  bills  of  the  bauk  in  that 
quart- r,  by  moderating  or  extiiiguishing  the  prfioiuni,  but  the 
state  ol  the  western  currency  lias  frustrated  the  efforts  of  the 
bank.  He  begs  leave  to  refer  to  his  lett' r  of  the  4ih  Ociober, 
1817,  to  the  office  at  Lexiiigtoii,  (page  ll,)a!id  the  circular  to  the 
offices  at  Louisville,  Cuiciiinati,  and  Chihcotlie,  November  Sill, 
1817,  (page  232.) 

The  exchange  operations  of  the  ofi'ices  in  the  southern  states, 
have  been  conducted  accoi'ling  to  the  discretion  of  their  boardiof 
directors  respectively,  always,  as  he  believes,  within  the  actual 
current  rate  of  exchange,  and  with  a  view  to  the  ex|ien$-^  and 
risk  attending  the  transportation  of  specie,  as  the  general  criteri- 
on. 

The  bank  lias  conducted  its  exchange  operations  upon  the  same 
principles. 

I'o  the  second,  tliat  bis  answer  to  the  first,  includes  his  reply  to 
this  inti  rrogator;'. 

The  third,  tburth.  fifth  and  sixth  interrogatories,  are  marked  by 
the  committee,  as  applicable  only  to  the  cashier 

To  ibe  seventh;  that  the  resolutions   adopted  by  the  board  on 
the  23ih  .Vugusi,  1818,  were  immediately  made  public. 
l-Hurlhgciicrnl  henil. 
The  first  interrrgatory  is  marked  by  the  committee, "not  appli- 
cable to  Mr.  Jones."' 

To  the  second  and  third;  that  he  does  Dot  hold  any  stock  is 
trust. 

To  the  fourth:  that  Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Co.  of  London, 
hold  in  trust,  as  he  has  understood,  and  believes,  one  thousaml 
shares  of  the  stock  of  this  bank,  for  Jonathan  Smith,  which  is 
pledg.  d  lor  the  payment  of  a  luaiijobtiiined  of  them  by  Mr.  Smilli; 
that  the  cashier  of  this  bank,  holds  in  trust  ten  thousand  sharesof 
the  stock  of  this  bank,  in  the  manner  represented  in  the  letters  of 
the  president  of  the  bank  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  aud  Co. 
under  date  of  the  .Id  March,  and  ;th  June,  1X18, 

He  knows  of  no  other  stock  held  in  trust  for  others. 

General  inrjiiiries. 
To  the  fi.-st  interrogatorv ;  that  he  has  nn   knowledge  of  anf  of 
the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  or  stock  of  the  bank  of  tlie 
United  States  pledged  in  security  for  discounts,  hnviiig  been  sold 
under  the  authority  given  by  the  owners  when  pledged. 

To  the  second;  that  a  small  amount  in  Spanish  duHars,  wii 
sold  at  a  premium  by  the  otfice  at  Boston,  the  practice  was  fur- 
bidden  as  sooti  as  the  fact  vas  known,  and  for  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  prohibition  was  founded,  hcrelersto  the  preamble  and 
resolution  on  the  luiiiUtes  of  the  buard,  2Sth  Xovcmkr,  1817, 
(page  254.) 

He  has  an  imperftct  recollection  of  a  similar  case  having  o^ 
curred  at  the  oflice  at  New  York. 

To  the  third;  that  upon  the  principle  which  had  licen  adnpttd 
by  the  hoard,  ot  calling  upon  the  banks  which  bad  obtaimd loans 
upon  pledged  stock,  to  pay  their  obligations  for  the  same.as  d«y 
became  due,  notice  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Giraid,  that 
the  note  of  J.  H.  Roherjot,  leterred  to  in  the  resolution,  should  be 
reduced  140.000  dollars. 

Mr.  Girard  had  transferred  to  Mr.  R.  a  large  amount  nfstockot 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  the  board,  (knowing  him  to 
be  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Girard.)  was  induced  to  believe  had  not  m 
reality  changed  hands,  and  as  Mr.  Girard's  bank  had,  in  all  in- 
spects, been  recognizt  d  by  the  bank  of  the  United  Statei,  and 
had,  at  titat  time,  a  large  lialance  against  the  bank,  the  reduction 
of  Mr.  Roberjot's  note  was  required.  The  note  of  Mr.  Hobeqot, 
referred  to  in  the  resolution,  was  for  240,000  dollars,  P")"'* '* 
the  cashier  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  secured  by  a  pWB' 
ot  stuck  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  the  par  v.^Uie. 

To  the  fourth;  that  he  believes  it  to  be  the  general  pr«ctiee« 
the  state  banks,  to  deal  in  exchange  whenever  they  can  opCTllf 
to  advantage,  and,  be  believes,  the  purchase  of  bills,  |i»jrMle  I" 
the  cities  outlie  si  a  board,  to  be  one  of  the  priucipal  soutetsw 
profit  to  the  banks  in  the  western  country. 

I'o  the  lifth:  that  he  believes  dividends,  to  a  very  small  amount, 


have  been  paid  to  two  or  three  delinquent  stockholders,  undCTpe- 
culiar  circunistsnces,  forlhe  particulars  ot  which,  be  begi  leaie 
to  rtter  to  the  cashier. 

To  the Purther  questions,  he  am-mers.  . 

To  the  first:  that  thedirecluis  paid   their  proportion  of  ewn  on 
ibe  second  instalment,  either  in  coin,  or  in  the  notes  ot.  or  ««'>• 
on,  the  bank  ol  the  United  States,  which  Were  equivalent  tocoi" 
as  with  either  thjy   could  have  drawn   the  coin  from  the  txinK.w 
pay  the  ins  almeiit. 

Further  guestiovt,  continued. 

To  the  filth:  that  he  .Iocs  noikuow  at  wnat  prices  direcionni'y 
have  sold  their  bank  sharesj  . 

To  the  sixth:  that  he  believes  directors    have  purehateil  swn^ 
at  various  prices,above  13a  dollars  p.  r  share.    ««• ''»'5'""""  , 
stood,  that  Mr     Williams    purchase.'  largely.  *','*''.,   ''•J,,irt 
share,  and   upwards.     He  has   also    understood,    that  Mr.  »»    '» 
purchased  at  more  than  150  dollais  per  slian-.         _^  irr'if' 

To  the  sncond.  third,  and  JUirfh  '/'•'''''"•  V-"''""^',. '"T^ji,. 

/u  his  pnvnlc  taiifut  cui'uerm,  unconnected --•Uh  mt  ujpcm 

lies,  he  answers:  „tnth' 

To  these!  Olid;  that  he  did  not  subscribe  in  his  own  namew 
caj.ital  of  the  bank  id  the  United  Statei.  .         yi.. 

To  the  third:  that  a  friend,  S.imuel    Clarke,  of  tins  '■^^J.-,^^ 
scribed  and  paid  for  twenty  shsres  for  his  use,  and  tMt  ue  '— 
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olher  interest,  directly  nv  indirectly,  in  the  capital  stock  subscrib- 
ed to  tlie  hank  of  tlie  Unit«l  States. 

To  the  fourth:  tliat  on  the  24th  September,  1817.  M'Eiien,  Hale, 
and  Davidson,  binight  by  his  order  one  hundred  shares  ol' bank 
Vnited  Sta(e«  stock,  at  148  dollars  per  share;  and  on  the  7th  Oc- 
tober. 1S17,  he  bought  of  M'Eiien,  Haleand  Davidson, 'JSS  shares 
bank  United  States  stock,  !U  153  dollars  per  share,  irayable  and  de- 
jiv^^rablr-  on  or  before  the  15th  Dect  rnber  f  jllowinf;';  that  M'Kuen, 
Hale  and  Davidson,  bought  by  his  order,  on  the  1st  Jat'Uary,  1818, 
470  shares  bank  United  States  stock,  at  153  dollars  per  share,  that 
hereturned  to  Samuel  Clarke  tvteoty  shares,  in  lieu  ol  the  twen- 
tvshares  fapital  subscribed  and  paid  for,  for  his  use;  that  he  has 
placed  in  London  1070  shares, transPrrH  to  Thomas  Wilson  and 
Co.  as  a  pledgee  for  the  payment  of  133.333  6s.  8d  strling,  advan- 
ced to  him  on  the  pledge  of  the  said  shares,  which  are  now  his 
property,  the  sale  of  v\hicli  remains  limited  at  134  sterling  per 
share;  and  that  in  the  month  of  July  last,  M'Euen,  Hale  and  Da- 
vidson, sold  (or  bini  370  shares,  at  '39  to  140  dollars  per  share, 
that  ill  Vui^ust  last,  he  sold  to  William  Youug  one  time, 40  shares 
at  140  dollars  per  share;  that  lie  sold  about  ten  shares,  from  time 
to  time,  at  prices  which  he  does  not  now  recollect,  and  that  he 
holds  BOW,  in  bis  own  name,  sixty-five  shares. 

He  also  contr.octed  to  buy  United  States  bank  stock,  and  sold 
the  same  before  the  day  of  payment  and  delivery,  viz: 

In  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1817,  he  bought  ofGeorge 
AVilliams  the  tra'isfir  of  his  right  in  a  contract  for  one  thousand 
shar^'!  of  United  St.ites  hank  stock,  which  a  committee  of  the  Com- 
mercial hank  of  Pennsylvania  had  contracted  to  deliver  to  him 
on  the  2d  day  of  .January,  1818,  at  132  dollars  per  share;  and  a 
sliorttime  afli  r.  a  contract  made  by  S.  and  J.  Kevins  and  Co. to 
deliver  o!!e  thou' and  shares  in  the  month  ol  November  following, 
at  13.i  dollars  ptr  sh:ire,  payable  on  delivery;  early  in  the  month 
of  September  following,  Ik-  sold  both  these  contracts  at  ISO  dol- 
lars per  share,  to  Dennis  A.  Smith;  and  these  trai.sactions exhibit 
the  entire  disposition  of  all  the  stock  in  which  he  lias  had  any 
tonceni.  H- has  not  examined  his  account  in  the  stock  led?,er; 
fhfre  may  have  been  half  a  do/.en  shares,  more  or  less,  lent  and  re- 
turned, of  which  he  has  no  distinct  recollection. 
further  rjucstioiivto  Mr.  Jones,  arn-were'l  on  his  Jirt  examination. 

1st.  Oid  the  directors  pay  their  proportion  of  com  on  the  second 
instalment? 

2il.  What  was  your  orif!;inal  subscription  to  the  stock? 

Sd.  M'  reany  sbnri'S  subscribed  for  you  by  others,  with  orwith_ 
out  your  know  It  dirt? 

4tli.  H«veyou  sold  out  shares  held  in  your  name,  or  held  by 
others  for  y()U,  when  and  at  what  prict?  and  what  do  you  now 
own?  What  is  the  total  amount  of  shares  you  have  owned  since  the 
Ofganiiition  of  ilie  hank! 

ith.  Have  the  directors  sold  out  at  prices  beyond  130  dollars  per 
sliire,and  wlun? 

6th.  Htive  directors  purchased  at  a  price  beyond  130  dollars  per 
ihare,  ai:dwhen? 

Mr.  Jones''  second  examination. 

On  the  subject  of  a  resolution  respecting  tht-  discounts  on  pled- 
i;e<l stock  at  Boston,  he  observed,  that  from  the  inliirniatioii  of  Mr. 
LloyJ,  one  of  the  directors  at  th^  time,  that  the  amount  subscrib- 
ed at  Boston  was  small,  and  that  the  hanks  tli' re  were  paying 
specit  i  the  board  tliought  it  would  be  best  to  qualify  the  original 
resolution  allow  in^H  discretion  to  the  directors,  and  that  tlius  a 
Isrgir  amount  of  specie  would  be  obtaine<!  than  if  the  resolution 
wereahsolute.  On  the  subject  of  the  discounts  on  pbdged  stock, 
tie  ohserved.  that  the  board  did  not  believe,  that  good  bnsiiU'Ss  pa- 
|>ercould  be  obtained  at  tlie  time,  and  tliat  it  was  his  own  bJief; 
indlhey  conceived  the  stock  diseounps  the  best;  and  it  was  deem- 
fit int-xiiedient  to  have  gone  much  further  vi  Pnihidilphia  and 
Haltiniore. on  personal  security.  Good  papir  might  have  been  Ob- 
taiiieil  in  Nl'W  York  and  Boston,  but  the  funds  ol'  the  bank  wi-re 
not  such  ascoiild  be  appropriated  in  those  places;  and  the  fund 
*ete  secured  with  a  view  to  the  suiiSfquent  appnintmeiit  of 
branches,  and  the  distribution  of  the  capital.  The  public  debt 
wieenied  by  the  treasury:  was  p  lid  by  draughts  of  the  treasury 
up<inits  deposits  in  the  bank,  which  deposits  had  been  prinei- 
pslly  received  from  the  state  banks.  .Mr.  Jones  was  asked, 
what  was  the  amount  of  dis|>osable  funds  which  the  directors 
CDUld  have  emjdoyed  on  the  8ih  August,  1817?  To  which  he 
siiiwered,  that  the  board  supposed  there  were  several  millions;  he 
taiinot  give  an  account  of  the  precise  amount;  no  statement  was 
made  to  the  board.  Mr.  Jones  was  asked  whethrr  the  discoiinis 
madp  by  the  president  and  cashier,  were  apxlied  to  the  payment  of 
tile  2d  and  3d  instalments?  He  cannot  aiiswir;  and  he  cannot  de- 
signate thos- discounts  from  the  others  in  the  discount  book-  .Mr. 
Jones  was  asked  whether  the  branch  at  Charleston  had  purchased 
tiotes  ol  state  banks,  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  his 
Mter  of  April  18,  181?  He  does  not  know  whether  the  opinion 
txpesscd  in  his  letter  to  Charleston  hrancli  ref  rred  to,  has  been 
Mopted  and  acted  upon  or  nut.  Those  remarks  in  retirence  to 
t'lepurchaie  of  North  Carolina  and  oth'r  noti  s.  wtre  aneNpression 
«l  th"  opinion  of  the  board,  to  whom  he  read  the  letter.  Mr.  Jones 
tnid!  an  extract  Irom  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
*liich  lie  states  the  price  of  specie  on  the  6tli  January.  1817  at  6 
A^a'I"*' ''"''  '""'"^'!  *"''  believes  that  it  would  rise  to  20  p.  rent. 
And  he  obs  rvi  s,  that  he  is  not  the  borrower  of  a  dollar  from  the 
™iiK,eitli(  r  directly  or  indireitly.  and  is  not  responsible  to  the 


Ikiiik  foi 


r  a  single  dollar,  either  as  drawer,  discounter,  or  endorser. 


ANSWER  OF  JONATHAN  SMITH. 

'■'"'"""  rfthehnnk  of  tlieUnited  States  tu  the  iuterrm^nlorics  nfthe 

tnnmitter  of  the  liouse  of  ret'resentatives  of  the  Vi'iiied  States. 

Tj"'"^  hfst  qutsi ion,  lie  answers:  That  ii  is  not  in  his  power  to 

Ik    f       ""'""'"'  '""  fierriig  to  the  discount  books,  it  appears, 

I     Sit*"""-  '''^^^''  of   August,  1817,  to-tlie  9th  September lollow- 

llj    "iJitnie  lime  when  the  authority  to  the'  president  and  CMliier  ceas- 


ed, the  amount  of  loans  made  on  stock  by  the  president  and  cash- 
ier, between  each  discount  day.  and  those  made  by  the  board  on 
di<coiiiit  days,  averages  382,749  53  dollars,  perdiscuunt  day.  See 
statement  A. 

To  the  second,  he  answers:  That  the  prooeeds  of  loans  made 
under  the  authority  of  (he  hoard,  by  the  president  and  cashier, 
have,  in  no  instance,  been  diawn  by  thein,  or  either  of  then;;  the 
notes  of  the  individuals  who  olitaiiied  these  loans,  were  enter,  don 
the  discount  books,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  proceeds  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  respective  accounts,  as  will  appear  from  the 
discount  books  laid  before  the  board  each  discount  day;  but  the 
notes  discount'  d  by  the  president  and  cashier,  are  not  distinguish- 
ed on  the  books  from  those  iliscounted  by  the  board. 

To  the  tl::id,  he  answers:  Tint  in  consequence  of  the  authority 
to  the  president  and  cashier,  hnving  ceased,  at  their  r.-qin  st,  the 
resolution  referred  to,  was  passed  to  obviate  the  diffivuliii  s  ttiat 
might  arise  to  those  who  had  notes  to  be  renewed  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  board.  Th:  antboriey  was,  hoWevir,  agiiin 
given  by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  ibe  30th  Siptt  inbir,  13l7.  to 
the  jiresideiit  and  cashier,  to  discount  for  the  renewal  of  such 
notes  as  niight  become  due  between  discount  days  on  stock, until 
otherwise  directed.  He  cannot  distinguish  those  renewed  by  the 
board  from  those  renewed  by  the  pr'  sideiit  and  cashier  Pbe 
letter  {a)  being  marked  on  the  discount  book,  is  evidence 
that  the  note  opposite  to  which  it  is  writeii,  has  been  accepted 
by  the  board,  but  its  omission  is  not  evidence  that  the  note 
was  discounted  without  the  sanction  of  theboard:in  no  instirce 
has  i;^  note  been  put  upon  the  books  and  discounted  with- 
out  the  consent  of  the  board,  either  to  the  particular  note, 
or  by  the  resolutions  of  the  board.  All  the  not.  s  witb'iiit  the 
mark  {a)  have  bi'en  discounted  by  the  board,  either  by  giving 
their  consent  to  the  particular  note,  or  by  r.  solutions  pr.  vii.usiy 
adopted;  and  the  omission  ot  the  n^ark  is  owing  to  the  circum- 
stance, that  the  notes  Were  not  entered  on  the  discount  hunk  pre- 
vious toils  being  laid  before  the  boai-di  which  was  occasioned  liy 
there  having  been  verbal  applications  for  discounts  by  the  direc- 
tors, for  themselves  and  others,  by  apidicatiuns  having  been  made 
by  letter,  and  by  notes  being  sent  to  the  directors,  after  they  Were 
in  s.-svion:  there  were  notes  eiiter<-d  as  discounted  on  days  which 
the  board  did  not  niect.  they  were  done  under  prerioiis  direciion* 
of  the  board,  these  directions  Wt^re  in  virtue  of  the  resolutions 
before  alluded  to,  or  consisted  in  the  letter  (^nj  being  marked  on 
the  application,  by  the  president;  in  some  cases  the  directions  wcrs 
Verbal. 

To  the  fomtli,  he  offers  as  an  answer  statement  marked  A. 

To  the  Ijfili,  he  off  rs  as  an  answer  that  given  to  the  third. 

To  tlie  sixth  he  answers:  that  he  has  no  knowbdge  ofsuch  8 
practice  at  any  of  the  offices,  ami  does  not  ret:ollect  that  the  board 
gave  them  auihority  lor  it. 

To  the  seventh  he  answers:  that  the  time  for  ".vhieh  loans  are 
mn<le  at  the  bank,  depends  on  its  siiuaiion;  and  at  thepeii  .ds  r(- 
feiird  to,  the  presilent  and  cashier  observed  the  practice  of  tlie 
board  as  to  the  time  when  notes  oH'.rid  became  pajaM!'.  'J'he 
general  rule  of  the  bank  is  to  decline  an  agree;nieiit  as  to  the  re- 
newal of  notes;  and  there  has  not  to  bis  knowl  ,lge,  an  iinder< 
standing  existed  in  flie  case  ivferreil  to  contrary  to  ibis  rule. 

To  the  eigliih  he  answers;  that  upon  reftiring  to  the  prean  !ile 
to 'he  resolutions  passed  on  the  8th  of  August,  1817,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  board  was  dvsirous  that  tlie  discounts  should  be 
kept  Up  to  the  amount  of  the  income  or  that  it  mif^hi  be  expedi- 
ent to  extend  tliein.  In  consequence  of  the  greater  pu'tion  of 
the  funded  debt  held  by  the  bank  having  been  recently  red.-enied  , 
it  was  thought  desirable  that  the  surplus  <:apital  thnstbiown  upon 
it,  should  be  profnalily  employed;  and  it  w.ts  detuitd  to  be  a  con- 
venience to  the  discounters  to  have  th' ir  not.  s  f  newcd  o  (  the 
day  they  oecame  due, particularly  to  those  who  di.l  not  reside  iri 
Philadelphia.  There  Was  no  instance  of  a  loan  lieing  refnstd  oii 
stock, from  the  8th  August  to  tbePtli  ot  Septeaibrr.  HI"; 

To  the  ninth  he  answers:  tliat  he  does  not  know  of  a  Similar 
power  having  been  givni  iiy  any  beard. 

Senind general  head. 

To  Hip  first  question  lieoiftrsas  an  answer;  statenient  markri! 
B.  made  by  one  of  the  discount  clerks. 

To  the  second  he  answers;  that  there  has  nn  such  upder^itand. 
ing  been  had  to  his  knowledge,  and  that  lisiving  no  aut.'iority  for 
the  purpose,  he  ha>  never  givt  n  such  iiitiinat'on. 

To  the  third  he  answers;  that  tin  re  vias  no  such  understanding 
to  his  knowledge,  previous  to  the  period  alluded  to;  bol  that  in 
the  cnrtaiiwieiit  oi  discounts, since  that  period,  the  board  has  pn..- 
ferred  calling  upon  payers  of  notes  without  a  pledge  ol  stock  for 
partial  paynientsi 

lo  ilie  fourthhe  offers  as  a  reply,  his  answer  ta  the  third;  ge- 
nerally he  has  not  known  <d' such  uinlerstanding  or  of  any  ex- 
pect;itniu  Of  the  kind  having   been  authorised  by  any  act  of  the 

boaid. 

To  the  fifth  he  answers:  that  all  notes  discounted  at  the  bank, 
whether  on  pledged  slock  or  otln  rwise,  afe  entered  on  the  dis- 
eoiiiit  boi;l<sand  their  iiett  prbceeds  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
disi  .nintcrs  in  their   aceoiiiiLs  curteiit   subject  to   their  coniroul 

solely. 

.  To  the  sixth,  seven  thand  eighth  he  answers;  that  by  a  n  solu- 
tion of  the  I8th  of  December,  181R,tlie  hoard  ivsolv.d  that  on  the 
31st  of  that  month,  they  Would  proceed  to  discount  on  tb.  pl.dg,- 
of  stock,  to  any  extent  not  i  xceeding  One  tenth  of  the  Wmoeot  of 
the  subscripiion  to  the  capital  of  the  bank;  that  no  loans  to  hia 
knowledge  were  made  in  pursuance  of  said  resolutions  en  pi,  dgcs 
of  slock  until  the  first  and  second  instalments  were  paid  in;  ih.dis- 
eouiit  of  a  note  on  pledged  stock  and  the  payment  oi  I'be  instal- 
ment were  considered  simulfaiH  ous;  discounts  wer.-  never  made 
on  the  nominal  amount  of  shaves  until  all  the  instaliipenis  upon 
then),  hud  be.n  jiaidup;  loans  <m  pledged  stock  to  aid  in  pay- 
ment of  the  ?d  instalment   jirevious  to  the  20th  Fthruary,  18J7, 


46S  iNiLES'  REGIS lER— FEBRUARY  £0, 1819  -BANK  DOCUMENTS. 


(wlit-n  specie  payments  wire  itsumeil)  wtre  applied  exclusively  to  To  tlie  seventh,  lie  answers;  that  no  step  was  taken  by  him  to 
pay  ihe -iJecir  portion  of  the  instaliiicnt  and  in  all  sneh  cases  the  '  make  the  rrsulntiun  puhlie  in  any  uther  way,  than  by  cnnnvuni- 
■  1-.1..1 — 1.  ...,.  1.  .1 i,..i..... I ......     eating  it  to  the  cashiers  ot  the  offites.  and  of  banks  in  thi*  city  of 


I'unded  (leht  poi  tion  was  r<  ceived;  the  hank  stock  thus  pledged  was 
Uk;'n  ai  th.'  rale  of  65  dollars  per  share. 

'I'j  the  ninth,  he  answers;  that  he  has  no  recollection  what  the 
i)UhliciJi)iniiin  was  on  the  sir\jj(  ct;  and  that  liis  tune  being  eiifjros- 
6td  with  details  pr  paratory  to  the  comnieiicenieiuof  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank,  be  did  not  pay  particular  attention  to  it,  his  ge- 
jn-ral  impression  is,  that  it  was  deeiued  important  to  the  bank, 
that  the  second  injialnient  of  coin  and  funded  debt  should  be 
paid.  But  at  tlir  same  time  he  was  convinced  that  at  the  p.riod 
prescribed  bv  Hit  chart i-r  for  the  payment  of  this  instalment  but  a 
small  portion  ot  it  would  be  paid  in  coin  and  funded  d.  bt  as  both 
Wert  so  much  ai><VL-paras  to  i-.lnce  the  stockholders  to  risk  the 
fori'  iture  ol  llieir  fust  divulend  al  least,  rather  than  porcbase 
them.  H>^arM)  states  that  such  discounts  as  may  ha"e  been  ap- 
pli  (1  by  scockbolilers  to  the  payment  of  their  second  instalment, 
positively  insored  the  paynient  of  a  certain  sum  in  legal  currency 
oi!aj<ivt-n  ilay  into  the  bank  il  n  cjnirt  d;  l)eeause  it  held  their  pro 
niissHiy  notes  and  slock  «s  a  pb  dgi  on  which  the  first  and  second 
instalments  had  been  paid.  t>ee  form  uf  engagement  herewith  de- 
livered. . 

'I'o  tiietenth  lie  answers;  that  he  has  noknowltrigeof  any  mea- 
surf  sharing  been  taki  n  localise  il  to  be  known,  that  the  notes  of 
Mockh  )bh  Is  with  s(o.  k  pledgt-d  foi  tlieir  (laymeiit,  would  bcdis 
counteilfr  the  purpose  ol  paying  their  s.  cniid  instalOHnt,  oranj 
part  ther>of;  but  briieves  that  the  discunnts  made  at  llie  several 
ofliceMi.i  tlie  pledge  of  simk,  were  made  by  \irtuc  of  the  resolii- 
tionoltbe  board  oftbe  13tb  ol  Ui-cember,  1816.  or  ofthe  I5th  ar- 
ti>!e  of  the  rules  :ind  regulations  for  tl^f-  gov<  riiinciit  ofthe  oHices 
1  copies  of  tvhich  iiave  been  delivered  to  the  lomn.iitee.)  By  the 
nirolir  oftbe  pr.  sident  of  this  bank,  dat -(I  tlie  5th  of  November, 
isln.it  was  left  to  the  option  ol  the  stockholders,  to  p»y  the  se- 
cond instal  on  nts  at  the  original  place  ot  subscription,  or  at  the 
bank  iu  Pliiladi  Ipbia. 

Third  general  hccid. 
To  the  first  question,  b  answers;  that  in  October  and  Notcm- 
f>er.  1S17.  authority  was  given  to  the  \«esterii  offices  to  fornish 
draughts  on  the  bank  axd  its  offices  a',  a  rei^  low  premium, or 
evtii  at  par,  to  prevent  tiie  notes  of  thus  olhcesfrom  returning 
to  the  bank  as  remiltaiicts;  there  wa*  also  authority  givi-ii  in  De- 
temlier  of  the  same  )eai.  to  the  ofliccs  at  bavannab.  Ctiarh  ion. 
Norlolk  and  Hiiiim'oiid,  to  purcbain-  bilb;  since  whicli,  a  com- 
iii  ttep  of  the  directors  wereappoiot.  d  to  prepare  regulations  on 
tbr  s-iliji-ct  of  exchange, (a  copy  of  which  lir.s  been  handed  to  the 
committee)  which  were  reported  to  the  board  and  adopted.  AI 
though  tile  boarti  has  not  directed  them  tube  put  into  operaiioii 
in  iletail,  yet  he  considers  their  adoption  as  authority  for  doing 
exchange  liiisinessin  the  manner  now  (iractised. 

In  the  .c-cond,  he  answers;  that  there  has  not  been  a  tariff"  esta- 
lilislied  or  cominuiicated  lor  that  jiurpos< ;  and  that  no  general  or 
permanent  regulations  have  been  made,  allbuugh  there  has  been 
sonic  corn  >poii<leiice  on  the  subject  with  some  of  tlu  offices. 

To  the  ibinl,  he  answers;  that  on  tin  day  of  its  adoption  lie  was 
appn/.' d  of  tiie  resolution,  and  made  it  known  to  the  first  and  se- 
cotul  t>lier  i  iinicdiatel) ;  if  either  of  th.  in  paid  out  any  notes  of 
tbeoliics  al'ur  the  2Sih,  they  acti  d  conlrary  to  liisorders;  to  his 
knowleiige.iione  were  paid  out  alter  that  day,  uokss  such  as 
wtreask.  ij  for  as  a  lavor.  On  the  eveinng  of  tiie2Stli,  lie  addres- 
sed a  leti.-r  to  the  cashiers  of  the  banks  in  thecitj  aiHlNortlnrn 
Lib.-rties  (a  copy  of  whiih  is  handed  to  the  tu'ninitlee.;  On  the 
tie-Nt  iiiorning,  ihe  notes  niadc  payable  at  the  offices,  wliieb  were 
lec  ived  by  ihee  banks  on  the  2Sili,  wi  re  rec-  iv.  dfrom  thi  ni;all 
.ithers  wt  re  refused  paynient  or  acceptance,  unless  for  duties  to 
tiie  govirnmeiit,  except  such  parcels  as  it  apjieared  had  been  pre- 
viously |iaid  out  at  the  bank,  or  such  ai.  wtrc  received  from  tra- 
ViUtrs  (or  their  accominodatiuii,  uiid.r  the  direction  of  the  board 
in  their  case,  which  continues  to  be  observed.  The  board,  wiieii 
there  is  no  special  business  before  ihem,  geiierallj  ailjourn  about 
lialtaft'  r  one  o'clock,  V.  M.  when  tinre  is,  lliey  set  to  a  late 
hoii,.  He  does  not  recolli  ct  bow  long  they  sat  on  tlu  ;^8in.  It 
was  uiideistood  liy  bim,  that  no  change  in  the  payment  or  re- 
ceipt oinotes  w  js  to  be  made  on  the  23th,  but  that  il  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  ayth  ol  August,  1818. 

To  the  foutli,  he  answers:  that  from  tlie  coinmencempnt  of  the 
operations  ofthe  bank,  this  subject  had  been  matter  of  conversa- 
tion with  the  directors,  and  that  il  li.id  been  fieipKiitly  asserted  by 
si.mi  ,  thai  the  bank  could  not  continue  to  pay  its  noits  at  any 
place  except  where  pajnient  was  promised  on  llieir  lace.  When 
the  coniniiitee,  on  the  statoftlic  bank,  who  recommended  the 
lueasure,  uen  appointed,  he  did  not  know  that  the  suljeci  would 
be  considered  by  them.  No  alteratiun,  however,  «as  made  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  bank  under  any  expectation  that  might  liavebem 
entertaiiied  that  the  ineasur-^  would  be  adopted.  It  was  not  ongi- 
llslly  intt  nileil  that  any  notes  should  be  paiil  out  ot  the  tiaiik  or  its 
„jf;,.^v.  exeeptiiiEr  those  which  were  made  payable  at  each  re- 
si),  ctivelj  ;  a  piaclic.  contrary  to  this  intention  became  necessary, 
ir.im  the  circnoistaiice  of  inabibty  in  the  proper  officers  to  sign 
n  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the    demand  at  llie  bank  and  its  otii- 

For  an  a:.swpr  to  the  fifih,  he  refers  to  the  teller. 

To  llie  sixth,  lie  answers;  that  siatement  inarktd  C, herewith 
Cxlnintrd,  taken  from  the  general  ledg.rs,  vii.  No.  1,  pages  501. 
an,  ami  iZi;  and  No.  2,  png>  sio-l,  56«,  and  5  72,  will  show  the  ori 
Xin'il  .bstribiilion  of  the  bank,  and  poi)i  notes  issued.  Notes  of 
lb.  offices  r'  e  ived  at  the  nank,  and  retnrnrd  to  rlieiii,  have  been 
tbargi  i  to  their  respective  accouuts  in  theg.  neral  ledger,  In  no 
lost  ;nee  h^ive  the  notes  ot  one  office,  been  sent  by  the  i.anU  to 
aiiolb.r  iffic  fori  ireiilati. Ml,  to  liis  knowledge.  In  one  iiisiane.  . 
theotr.ce  at  Wasliinguni,  was  supplied  with  the  notes  of  the  i^i- 
r.nt  bank,  to  accuminudute  persons  co)iiiec:-ed  Willi  (he  gut  cm- 
lueul. 


Philadelphia  and  Norlliern  Liberties;  his  circular  on  the  sulijectr 
waspnulished  rn  one  of  the  Philaddpliia  newspapers,  uu  the  JOtb 
of  30tU  of  August. 

Fourth  general  he^td. 
To  the  first  question,  he  answers:  that  ibi  re  are  thirt"en  thou, 
sand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  nine  shares  of  stock  of  the  hank  of 
the  United  States,  standing:  in  his  name,  in  trust,  as  collateral 
security  (or  the  payment  of  thirteen  bun.lred  and  sixty-two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tilty  dollars,  he  refers  the  couiniiiice  to 
statein.  nt  marked  O 

Totliesicond  he  answers:  that  there  are  ten  thousand  shares  of 
stock  of  the  bank  ol  the  United  States,  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  cashier  thereof;  for  an  explanatiaii  of  this  transaction,  he  re- 
fers to  the  letter  ol  the  president  of  tli.^  bank,  to  messrs.  Baring, 
Hiotbers  and  company,  dated  March  3d,  1H13,  a  copy  of  which  it 
herewith  delivered.  The  hill  of  exebang.-  alluded  to  in  that  lel- 
ler,  was  purchased  at  3-1  p.  r  c.  nt.  .ijvance,  and  the  same  having 
since  been  paid,  the  ten  thousand  shares  are  releas-d  from  the 
lien  which  ihe  bank  had  on  them;  the  stock  was  pledged  iu  Bal- 
timore. 

H\s  answi  r  to  the  first  question,  he  ofTers  as  a  re|dy  to  the  third. 
To  the  fourth,  he  answers  that  it  is  usual  for  stock  to  b;-  iraiis- 
ferr.  d  in  trust,  a'ld  no  doubt  there  are  oilier  instances  uf  the  kind 
on  the  slock  books;  Out  lie  is  unacquainted  with  the  nature  ofthe 
trusts  in  any  of  them,  .  xcep.  those  iderred  to  in  his  answer!  to- 
the  first  and  second  questions,  and  except  in  bis  own  case.  He 
has  translirred  one  tlioiisaiid  shares,  to  fbonias  V.'ilsun  andco. of 
London,  on  \\hich  he  bad  obtained  a  loan,  and  nnderstands  tlmt 
the  president  of  the  bank  has  made  a  similar  arrangenieiit,  fur  a 
like  nunibi  r  of  shares  with  the  same  house.  The  slvar^s  pledged 
by  him,  cost  bim  more  than  one  hundiid  and  fiftv  dollars  per 
sliare,  and  areall  he  holds  in  his  (rivate  capacity.  direClly  or  in- 
directly. He  believes  that  the  shares  held  by  the  president,  did 
not  cesst  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  share.  He 
further  states,  that  he  has  no  discounts  at  the  liaiiknr  its  offices, 
directly  or  indircctiy,  exc.-pt  the  sum  of  eighteen  tbuusaud  ilolltn. 
General  linjuiries, 
To  the  first  be  answers  in  the  in  gative. 

To  the  second  he  answers:  that  tlirrehas  l*en  no  authority 
given  by  the  board  lor  selling  coin;  and  none  has  been  sold  at  ihii 
bank;  but  some  sales  have  taken  place  at  the  offices  at  N  vr  York, 
Boston  and  Portsmouth,  vvithoiit  the  knowledge  oreouseiil.ifthe 
board;  the  practice  is  not  countenanced,  and  has  been  forliidden 
at  Boston,  and  he  believes  it  is  now  generally  understood  at  the 
offices,  tliat  the  practice  is  iuailmissable. 

to  the  third,  heaiiswers.-  that  .n  the  Ifth  of  December,  1810, 
Steplu  11  Girard,  transferred  to  J.  !l.  Koberjot,  his  ekrk,  seventeen 
thousand  four  huiidi'cd  and  seventy  two  shares  ofthe  stuck,  in 
the  bank  ot  the  United  States,  on  a  pledge  of  part  of  which,  lie, 
Mr  Kobe-jot,  olilained  loans  from  the  bank  to  a  considerable a^ 
mouni;  this  stock,  notwithstanding  the  transfer,  was  considered  by 
the  directors,  as  still  the  property  of  .Mr.  Girard.  a.nl  as  he  wM 
carryi.ig  on  hanking  operations  in  the  usual  way,  the  dirt-cMfJ 
thongbt  it  right  to  call  on  liini  for  payment  at  the  time  tht;y 
were  calling  on  other  lianks. 

Kepli/fo  the  fourth  qucjl-i'm. 
He  understands  that  the  Sciiuylkill   bank  deals  in   inland  ei- 
chaiige. 

To  the  fifth  question,  he  answers:  that  when  a  stockliolat-r 
came  forward  to  pay  his  instalment,  after  the  regular  period,  but 
licfore  any  diMileii.l  was  d.  dared,  interest  al  the  rate  ol  6  P""' 
cent,  perannum,  was  paid  by  liitii  on  the  amount  of  his  srcoiiil 
i  .alalment,  tro.n  the  Isl  of  .laiiUary,  1817,  to  the  time  ol  his  P»)''''ff 
Uji.  If  became  to  pay  ihe  second  instalment  slier  »  dividend 
wasdeciar  d,  vi/,— 7tli  .July,  1817,  the  lirsl  di\id.  ndwas  coiuiu"- 
ed  as  forfeited,  and  interest  on  his  iiistaloieiits  was  paid  I  rum  llie 
Isl  July,  1817,  to  the  limeoi  bis  paying  up. 

lo  the  sisth,  he  answers:  that  the  foil. wing  instafccs  only 
have  occurred  of  stockholders  r.ceiving  ammint  of  divideiidi  >»■ 
i!,  on  their  shares,  which  dividind  accrued  prior  to  tJie  tinie  f 
theirpjiiig  up  the  third  instalmeit,  vi^:  , 

Stock  ol.lers.  Shares.  Div.  No.  2.  When  paid.  When  3iiii.  Pjl- 
Samu,  I  Archer,  Phil    250  1000       Api.  22,  1818       Apl.  22,  "" 

.lohn   Dowers         do.    IcO  400  8,  Feb.  19, 

fC.  Van   1  rump,    do.     5  20     Aug.  2Q,'  21, 

S.  E.  Borrows,  Cont.  10  40    June  11,  March  20, 

Post  Soles,  . 

Post  nor;  s  at  sixty  days  date  have  irequenlly  been  issuHton  l" 
api<licalioii  ol  p  rsons  who  have  had  notes  discounted,  wltlie«t'''y 
allowance  of  interest,  but  it  has  never    been    the  cmidilion  ot  W 
discount.      Ihe  discount  and  the  issning  of  post  notes,  aiv  oH>«- 
d.  red  as  distinct   transactions.     Soon   alter  the coinmeiiteinentt'j 
the  operations  ol  ihe  bank,  post  notes  wire  directed  to  be  "™^ 
on  a|. plication,  at  sixty  days,  to  be   pai'l  tor  out  of    ihe  P""^"!^ 
Ol  discounts  if  required,     'i  he  r.asoii  lor  lixitig  the  li'"*  »'  "  .^ 
dajs.  Was  lo  prevent   their  being  used  to  dia«   specie  ''••  .  *■    j. 
general  resumption  ol  specie  paymeiits:  the  operation  was  il'>_f'.^^ 
ed   lor  llie    acco  niiiodalion    oflhose,  wl.o    wished  to  Ose  tl'*    ^j 
llic  purchase  ol  produce  to  the  sour,  and  west.    I'lie  f'"'    j!    „.,, 
cusbnr  issin-  post  a  .Is  when  de.imnoed.as  they  Would  bank"     ^ 
uiidirlb.    general  autlior.iy    of   the  board.     No    pw. I  notes 
long'  r  dale  liuve  been  issD.  d. 

Sinletneiit  D, 
The  cashier  of  the  bunk  tf  the  Umteil  States  intrust. 


10  sinues  pled[;ed  lor  Piter  Care's  jr.  note 
154  do.  .I.io.  S-nag-  's 

Si)0  do,  Savagv  and  Uugau's 

300  do.  IX.  IS:  S.  White's 

3CU  do.  (Iu. 


dulU. 


S.«l 
I5.jei 

jOOOl 
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465 
fOO 

:,ooo\ 

3  50 J 

4,000 
3,650 
2,500 


do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


33,729  shares. 


Wm.  J.  Bell  !)iid  co's.  4fi.500 

R.  Hipjinhothonrs  so,ooo 
S,  Smith  and  Buchanan's  pn"^ 
doispd    hy  G.  o.    Williams  >-     125,000 
aM(l  .1.  W.  M'Ciilloh,            J 

Rich'd.  M.  Johnson's  40n,noo 

Geo.  Williams'  Sfi5,00'i 

.lames  W.  M'CulIoh's  2SP.oof 

dolls.  1,362,850 


(Copy  of  a  circular  to  cifv  hank"!.) 

Bank  oj'i/ic  Lhiilnl  Sintts,  Atif;ust  28,  1818. 
SIR— I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  notes  of  this  hank, 
wliich  are  iiiadepayahle  at  its  S(  vcial  offices  of  disceiiiit  anddi- 
posit,  will  not  be  received  in  this  liaik  after  this  day,  except  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  Ui;ited  States.  Such  notes,  however, 
of  the  offices  as  your  bank  may  have  n  ceived  during  thjs  day, 
will  he  reci  ived  in  exchange  to-morrow  morninir. 
I  am  with  niueli  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  S' rv,int. 

(Signed]  JONA.  SMITH,  CashUr. 

— ,  F.%quire, 

Cashier  of  the  bunk  uf -, 

Mr,  Jonathan  Smitli's  second  f.vnminalion,  in  continuation  of  that 
l>vev:nushj  taken. 
His  stock  pledeed  in  London,  reli  rn  d  to  iti  his  former  exami- 
nation, was  pledg*!!  at  150  dollars  per  share. 

There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  amount  of  disposable 
funds  there  were  on  the  8th  August,  1817,  which  could  have  been 
tniplovi  d. 

The  post  notes  delivered  to  R.  M.  .Tohnson,  referred  to  in  his 
former  examination,  w.  re  i)ayable  at  this  bank. 

Ansiver  to  name  of  the  r/tiestionswhich  ifere  put  to  ilirectorf. 

lull.  Mr.  Goddaid  sold  out  stock,  when,  or  to  what  amount,  he 

does  not   know.     The  president  sold  to  pay  an  East  India  debt. 

12th.  Mr  Savagf  purchased  largely,  he  tliinks,   at  1'2  dollars. 

The  president  made  a  contract  with   Mr  Hunt,  through  M'Euen, 

for  the  purchase  of  stock. 

13th.  There  was  a  gnat  many  contracts  made  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  8J7;  he  has  understood  that  large  contracts  had  been 
made  liy  Mr.  George  Williams.  He  has  some  indistinct  recol- 
lection of  a  eontraet  made  by  him,  with  the  bank  o<  North  Ame- 
rica, to  the  amount  of  100,000  dollars,  or  more;  he  thinks  it  was 
something  iti  which  D.  A.  Smith  was  concerned. 

Tlirrt  was  a  great  ileal  of  that  business  carried  on  by  D.  A. 
Smith,  and  jn-obalily  by  George  Williams;  he  never  had  any  per- 
sonal knowledge  ofsuch  contracts. 

D.  A.  Smith  had  madea  contract  in  New  York,  forthe  purchase 
of  stock,  when  his  difficulties  came  on,  anil  the  contract  had  ex- 
pired, he  bouiflit  IfiOO  shares,  p.u-t  of  the  contract,  and  they  were 
delivered  immediately. 

He  has  pinihased  and  sold  a  good  deal  of  stork  at  different 
tiiiits.  Ht  was  at  out  time  a  gaiii  r.  perhaps  50.000  dolhn-s;  but 
he  lias  puvch/isid  stock  at  a  higlurrate  than  lie  ever  sold;  and  upon 
the  whole,  hebrlifves  he  basbeen  a  loser.  He  was  required  by 
govirnur  Findi.iy,  to  subscribe  100  shares,  for  him,  and  he  re- 
qiieM.d  M'Euen  to  subseiibe,  who  did  so.  lu  November  pr  De- 
cember. 1816,  liH  mpde  a  contract  with  D  A.  Smith,  for  tlie  sale  of 
ICOOshints,  d.  livHi-ahle  in  January,  ISIS.  He  g.ive  credit  at  the 
same  tiaie.  Ur^O  dollars  advance,  on  each  share:  he  does  not  re.- 
Collect  wheihei  the  stock  wasactualy  transferred,  or  whether  he 
paid  the  did  rei.ce,  but  iliinks  the  latter  was  the  case;  stock  had 
risen  to  at  least  150  dollars.  I'his  is  the  only  contract  he  ever 
made.  He  purchased  a  conaact  ot  Riddle  and  Wharton,  bro- 
kers, sonip  time  in  1817,  of  250  shares,  he  thinks, but  can  state  no 
further  p!irticul:ns.  He  bought  olMr.  W.  Smith,  a  contract  for  250 
shares,  he  thinks,  but  does  not  know  the  rate;  and  had  no  other 
contracts. 

loth.  He  knows  nothing  more  about  it  than  appears  from  the 
resolniiou  o!  .50th  Septemlier,  1817. 

19th.  Ihey  have  preferred  such  renewals;  and  he  thinks,  they 
would  have  preferred  a  discount  on  stock,  to  adiscount  on  good 
uusines  paper,  or  bilU  of  e.\changr. 

Mir. 

Examination  of  directors  at  PhitadHithin.  and  officers  at  Baltimore 

and  fVas/iiufitiin. 

Questions  to  directors, 

1st.  Do  you  know  viliat  disposition  «as  made  by  the  president 
and  cashier  of  the  fund  put  at  their  disposal  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors? 

2il.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  the  president  and 
cashier  discounted  original  notes  (iu)t  beitig  renewals)  under  the 
authority  given  by  the  resolutions  of  August  8th,  1817,  and  those 
subsequent  to  that  time,  rin  the  same  subject? 

3d.  Was  any  account  of  such  discounts  made  by  the  president 
and  cashier,  rendered  to  the  board  of  directors? 

4th.  Canyon  designate  from  the  book  of  discounts  on  pledged 
stock,  now  lying  before  you,  those  made  by  the  president  and 
cashier,  from  those  made  by  the  board  of  directors?  If  so,  state 
some  oi  them. 

Stii.  Have  you  any  other  reason  to  assign  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  above  ref'-rred  to  than  those  contained  in  its  preamble? 

6th.  Do  you  know  of  any  stock  of  the  United  Slates'  bank  bf- 
mg  held  hy  any  person  in  trust  for  others?  If  so,  name  the  trus- 
tee, and  the  ptrson    or    persons  for  whose    benefit  the   stock  is 

cp  the  sub- 
Willian 


7th   Uo  you  know  of  any  stock  having  been  held  since 

s'Tiptions  tirst    commenced,  by  any  person   in  trust  for 

.lones,e5q.  president,  or  Jonathan  SmiJi,  esq.  cashier  of  the  bank. 


for  any  director? 
and  its  disjiosal. 
,w.  .'j^Y'""-  proportion  of  the    sp -cie  pcirt  of  the   second  insta! 


what  proportion  by  the  proceds  of  a  note  or  note*,  discounted  on 
pledged  slock,  or  otherwise? 

0th.  What  amouiit  of  stock  ilid  you  snb^ciibe  for  in  ynurown 
naoie?  Wliai  amount,  it  a"). ''id  you  subscribe  for  as  »h'- attorney 
of  others?  '  nd  if  forany,  have  such  shares  hi  pu  sii,ice  tl■an5ferr^'d 
to  you?  i\nd  if  any.  had  you  any  authority  from  the  jjersons,  so 
to  subscribe  forthpui? 

lOth.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  stock  you  have  held? 

11th.  Do  you  know  of  any  director  of  the  bank  of  the  Uiiitei' 
States,  for  the  present  y>  sr,  or  for  the  past  yeor,  having  purchased 
any  stock?  wh'n?  at  what  !)rice?  of  whom? 

12th.  Do  you  know  of  any  director  or  the  present  or  the  last 
year,  hariuir  sold  any  stock?  when?  at  what  price?  to  whom? 

13th.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  director  lor  the  presenter  the 
last  year,  having  made  any  contract  for  the  sale  of  stock?  with 
whom?  \vhi-n?at  what  price?  when  was  it  to  be  delivered:  when  to 
be  paid  for? 

14il).  Do  von  know  of  any  such  director,  for  the  present  or  the 
past  year,  having  made  any  contract  for  the  purchase  of  stick  ? 
with  whom?  wb^-n?  at  what  pric?  wh'-n  was  it  in  be  delivernd? 

15iii.  Do  vou  know  ol" any  such  director,  for  the  present  ortb^ 
past  ye.ir,  having  purchased  any  eontraci,  or  any  shar  >  in  any 
contruct,  for  the  sale  of  any  stock,  'ir  for  the  purchase  of  any 
stock? 

Ifitli.  Was  there  any  understanding  or  expectation  among  the 
directors,  that  the  notes  discounted  on  pledged  stock,  previous  to 
the  20lh  July.  1817.   should  be  renewed? 

17th.  W.1S  llnre  suili  an  understanding  or  expectation  amoi:g 
the  other  stockhcdders?  Was  any  information  given  to  the  other 
stoekhold-rs  hy  the  directors, to  induce  such  an  exp  ctalion? 

isth  What  amount  have  your  notes  discounted  on  pledged  stock, 
if  V  oil  have  any,  been  curtailed? 

19lh.  Have  the  directors  generally  preferred  tlie  renewal  of 
notes,  for  the  payment  of  which  stuck  or  funded  debt  was  pledged 
to  lb-  renewingof  those  on  personal  security?  and  if  so,  for  what 
reasons? 

20th.  Was  the  stock  contracted  to  be  delivered.'  deliver-d  at  the 
time  agreed  upon, or  was  it  paid  for  according  to  agreement? 

Thomas  M'Euen''s  examination. 

Uece,n'ier  21,  1813. 
Answer  to  the  first  Tuestion.    The  disposition  of  that  ftind  was 
hy  loans  on  slock;  which  loans  were  reported    to    the  hoard  at  the 
next  meeiiiig.    and    w  re  ent.ri-<l  on  the    ofl'eriug  book,  and   be 
thinks  the  amount  due  was  put  on  a  slio"f  pap»r. 

2d.  AnsW'  r.  That  it  was  done,  but  cannot  recollect  any  partidl- 
lar  instanc-s  in  which  the  president  and  cashier  have  made  such 
an  original  discount. 

3d.  H  '  has  -hi  other  answer  than  that  already  given. 
4  h.   He  ca-inot  designate  th^  in. 

5th.  The  redemption  by  the  government  of  a  large  amount  of 
debt,  rendered  it  iiici  ssary  to  loan.  He  thought  that  loans  on  ptr- 
son:d  seciiriiy  would  be  hazirdous;  those  on  slock  w.re  preferred, 
as  accnmplisiiiiig  iwo  objects,  the  increase  ol  securitj,  and  the 
obtaining  the  pty^ent  of  the  secotid  instalment.  He  does  not 
believe  that  s  >  huge  a  prnporjioii  on  the  second  instaimeiitas  was 
paid,  would  Ijave  been  ifthat  measure  had  not  b  en  adopted;  and 
it  WIS  bis  opinion,  that  in  consequence  tboreof,  a  less  sum  would 
be  drawn  out  of  the  bank. 

6|I<.  It  is  a  Very  comnion  thing;  he  has  transferred  to  Mr.  Ral- 
ston, in  trust  'or  Mrs.  Raistoii  and  her  children;  he  cannot  speci- 
fy any  others.  There  were  general  transfers  to  the  cashier  in 
trust,  at  tlu  coninieiic  ment  ot  ihe  loans  on  stock,  but  altcrwards 
a  power  of  attornev  was  mlopied. 

7th.  lb'  house  of  M'Euen.  Hale  and  Davidson,  made  a  pnr- 
cb.ise  in  cnmnany  with  Mr.  Jones,  whi eb  was  in  tin  ir  names,  of 
917  or  1000  shorts,  at  153  dollars  p'r  share. he  thinks;  he  does  not 
know  of  any  others  ti>t  Mr.  Jones.  A  contr;ict  was  originally  made 
hy  D  niiis  A.  Srnitli.  with  Mr.  Girard,  (or  four  thousand  shares, 
previous  to  th.  h;ink  going  into  op"ialiou.  It  was  made  -n  the 
name  of  Mr.  Hohirjoi,  guarante'  <l  hy  Mr.  Girard,  hy  «  hieh  he 
ctoitractcd  tod' livt  I  to  1).  A.  .Smith  4000  shaivs,  previous  to  [lie 
second  in^talineie;  lUe  first  instJ>lnieiit  li;»d  b.-eii  paid  b>  Mr.  (if 
rard;  D.  A.  Sinitii  .?|>i  lied  to  M'Euen,  Hal  f-c  Davidson  to  com- 
plete the  [lurclias.  ;  they  obtain;  d  a  loan  of  2fi0,ci00  <lol!*irs,  on  the 
samp  slock,  by  which  they  paid  for  the  stock  and  the  second  in- 
stalment; ilie  third  instalment  wa^  complefd  in  the  same  w.iy.hy 
a  loan  of  the  ba'  k  of  uO.OOn  dollars,  together,  making  400,000 
dollars,  alter  the  third  iustaiment  (15th  June,  1818)  it  was  trans- 
ferred 10  Smith  Xt  Bnebanan.  I'hev  wc  re  paid  as  lirokers  fi>r  ne- 
gociating  tiie  transaction.  Tin  loan  to  pay  the  ilnrd  instalment 
was  mad'  ly  tin  request  of  Smith  &  Buchanan,  subsequent  to  the 
original    .gre,  loent. 

8th.  r.'n  y  paid  the  whole  of  their  second  instalment  in  specie 
and  infiiinii  d  de'i!,  without  any  disconnt,  excepting  a  sin;.il  dis- 
count of  2021  didlarS,,  which  In- does  not  think  was  aojnie'l  tu  tlie 
payment  ol  ill  second  inst;dm  nt  on  tin  ir  account,  hut  proliab'.y 
was  for  some  stockholder  (or  whom  they  were  ag'-nts. 

<)[h.  Thfi-f- were  1000  shares  origin:dl)  subscrilied  for  the  benefit 
of  the  house;  pioliitbly  one  hundred  sbari  s  in  the  nanrs  of  1  pcii 
one  ot  the  bouse;  the  remaining  siiarts  were  sHhscrib-d  in  t!i" 
name  of  a  number  of  persons,  in  the  proportion  of  fiom  ten  to 
thirty  shares  to  a  nam.;  that  this  was  done  to  obtnjii  the  qi;aiiiiiy 
of  slock  they  vau'ed.a  .d  not  to  effct  the  election.  They  s;ib- 
si'ribed  as  attorneys,  in  their  own  and  in  different  persons  naiii'-s, 
for  675  shares,  b.si;l>  s  the  1  00  hefore  mentioned.  0;ie  hundred 
shari  s  for  Joiiatbaii  Smith,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Findiay,  w^iiether 
Mr.  Findiay  ol  Baltimore,  or  Wiliia  o  I'iiillay,  he  do  s  not  know; 
be  does  not  recoil  ct  any  oth.-rs.    The  sums  w -re  not  v-ry  i^trge. 


lifut  did 


If  so,  name    the  trustee,  the  amount  of  stock   |  Tie-  wh<il-  were  transferred  to  the  house,  and  afterwm!,  r-tlac.s- 

ferred  to  tbi'  parti 's  be  lial  authority  to  su'iseribe  lor.'    Alter  the 
si|iiseribtioi;s  wer"  opened  lor  the  residue  of  tlie  st(u.l;.  previously 


you  pay  in  coin,  upon  th*;  sfjarcs  then  held  by  you,  and  1  unsHnscrro;d  fur, and  Mr.  Girard  had  obtained  t!:c   wiiole.  'jc  1.^ 
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tfaeliouse  have  2,825  shares;  of  that  niiniber325  belonged  to  the 
house;  the  residue,  beloiigtiig  to  the  lliilailelphia  Insurance  co.; 
1000  sliai  s  for  D.  A-  Smith;  otht  rs  lor  Henry  Joseph  Steer  of 
A  nt" .  i-y.  and  a  part  for  his  sou,  a  part  for  Mr.  Van  Hanier;  and  a 
8  ft"  wirelbr  Goilfn y  Hagay. 

lOtli.  Cannot  answer;  thtir  transactions  have  heen  vei'y  large  in 
buying  and  I'lljng  forth  msclvrs  and  as  Inukers  for  others- 

ilili.  H  knows  there  art- some  wlio  have  purchased:  Mr.  Ral- 
«ton  ,;iir8ii  >e<l  sine-  the  last  dividend,  not  to  a  large  amount;  he 
Cannot  iia  ■  a'ly  other  director  as  having  purchased,  hut  lias  no^ 
doubt  th  re  are  otht  rs,  who  havf  bought  larg' ly  on  their  uwn  ac- 
count. -'11  the  7th  Octob.  r,  13 17.  they  were  employed  as  brokers 
to  sil.  PR5  shares,  di  liverahle  and  payaliie,  on  or  ht-Tore  the  15th 
Dece-  lur,  1817.  They  were  on  tie  7tli  October,  l8 1 7.  sold  to  Mr. 
■Wiii.  JuiifS,  8t  153 dollars  per  shirt;  the  contract  was  completed 
«fttrwnrds;  the  stuck  never  was  transferred  to  the  house;  they 
HI'  r<  .y  niadt  the  contract. 

In  November,  1817,  they  ^o^,l  one  hundred  shares  to  Joshua  Li- 
pincoti.  on  credit  lor  3ur  i  months,  for  15,594  -IS,  including  in- 
tere!,i;they  made  an  investineut  oftuiided  debt,  at  therequ  stof 
Mr.  Jo-ies  for  thi  biiiefit  of  Mr.  Aspy,  of  London,  by  funds  ans- 
ing  JiiiM  dividends  on  hank  stock. 

In  D.-ctniber,  18  6,  they  transferred  165  shares  to  John  God- 
i^ai'd;  hs  cannot  ti  ll  whether  it  was  a  sale  or  loan,  without  refer- 
ence to  hs  hook;  4lh  Marcli,  1814,  they  trans'err'-d  to  the  cash- 
ier ;ii  tiUit  fora  loan  made  of  20,000 dollars  for  the  house. 
5lh  March,  1818.  he  tran>ferred  to  Chandler  Price,  10  j  shares. 
AaswevtQl2th.  7th  Jan.  1818,  Robert  llalston,  transferred  110 
fhares. 

12th  January,  1818,  Robert  Bowne  transferred  100  shares- 
Do.  do.  UOshar.s. 
He  doi's  not  know  that  they  were  sold,  and  cannot  tell  the  rates 
ofsale.  if  aii)i  he  cannot  giveaii  explanation  of  their  value. 

I3tli  They  h -VH  made  contracts  both  to  receive  and  deliver. 
About  a  year  ago,  they  had  contracts  for  ?  or  400  shares;  thty  have 
never  done  it  to  an  amount  exceeding  600  sliarts  oii  thtir  own  ac- 
count. In  Dtceiuber  last,  thej  mad.-  a  contrast  v.  ith  Mr.  W. 
Sniith,  for  ICO  sbarei,  for  153  or  154  dollars  per  share, and  the  in- 
terest to  be  deliverid  in  January,  and  payable  at  that  li'ne;  and 
Avith  MLSsrs.  Nevins  and  Co.  about  the  same  tim  -  for  100  shares, 
at  the  sani,  raw?,  payahl.-  and  deliverable  in  January.  The  por- 
ch isers  Were  to  receive  the  dividends;  there  may  have  been  some 
juoie,  but  they  wer.»  small  sunis.  We  art  under  contract  now,  to 
^rC  ivt:  100  shares  of  Nevins  and  Co.  in  the  beginning  of  Jainary, 
at  11"  ■lollars  p.r  share,  dividend  on;  we  liav.- a  contract  with  Mr. 
Ly^le.  made  sometime  since  tod  :liv-r  loO  shares  Jn  January  next, 
at  1^0  dollars  per  share,  dividend  on,  be  does  not  recollect  mak- 
ing any  coitractin  1817,  on  their  own  account;  he  does  not  re- 
coil ct  any  contract  made  through  his  house  by  ajiy  other  direc- 
tor, for  the  purchas*  or  sale  of  stock,  except  as  stated  in  other 
answers.  Tb  stock  spoken  of,  was  delivered  on  the  days,  and 
paid  for  as  contracted. 

14th.  He  dwesnot  know  of  any,  except  from  i^eneral  rumor,  and 
liis  r-.-idleetion  of  that  is  not  sufficiently  distinct  and  precise,  to 
eii8'>le  him  to  identify  any  particular  ease, 
litb.  Tilt  same  answer  as  to  the  14th. 

Mr,  M^Euoi's  examination  continued- 
16th.  He  does  iiot  recollect  that  there  was  such  an   uuderstsnd- 
ing  at  the  time  the   discounts  were   made,  but  when  the  notes  be- 
can:e  due,  renewals    were  granted.    It  was  Uu  own  impression, 
that  such  notes  would  Vie  renewed. 

7.7tb.  The  stockholders  wert  apprised,  that  notes  viould  be  dis- 
counted on  pledged  stock,  and  can  give  no  ojicr  answer. 


Mr  Ro'ierjot,  are  transferred  to  him  b*-  Mr.  Girard, 
who  had  no  interest  in  them  afterwards. 

11  and  12  He  has  not  himself,  bought  or  sold 
a'  y  slock,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  any  other  di. 
rec'or,  for  the  last  or  present  year,  havinjj  done 
SO;  lie  ;  as  aided  Mr.  lloberjot  in  selling  some  of 
his  stock. 

13th  nd  I4th.  He  has  not  himself  made  any 
contract  fur  the  purcl>ase  or  sale  of  stock  and  does 
not  know  of  any  other  director  having  done  so. 

I5th  He  answers,  that  he  cannot  say  any  thing 
of  his  own  knowledge. 

16th.  The  bank  has  been  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing and  paying  out  branch  notes,  but  cannot  speak 
accup.iiely  as  to  time. 

Mr  Giiddard's  examination. 
1st.  and  3tl.  lie  answers  that  the  president  and 
cashier  did  make  discounts  under  the  resolution 
referred  o  in  these  questions,  and  reported  to  the 
board  ai  their  next  meeting,  the  discount  so  made, 
on  a  slip  of  paper,  which  were  approved  by  the 
board.  He  does  not  recollect  the  particular  in< 
stances.  A  similar  authority  has  been  given  by 
other  banks;  he  recollects  an  instance  in  wbich 
,e  himself  obtained  a  discount  on  a  note  at  four 
m  )nths,  from  the  president  of  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  bank;  he  has  understood  it  to  be  the 
pr.tctice  also  in  the  Pi  iladelphia  bank. 

6th.  He  does  not  know  of  any  inst.-.nce  in  which 
stock  is  held  by  any  person  in  trust  fjr  another, 
excepting  where  s'-ock  has  been  transferred  to  the 
cashier  in  pledge  for  discounts  obtained  at  the 
'tank. 

8th.  He  paid  no  proportion  of  the  specie  part 
of  the  second  instalment,  on  the  shares  held  by 
him  in  coin;  he  gave  a  note  to  the  cashier,  paya- 
ble in  specie,  for  about  §12,000,  the  amount  of  Lis 
2d  instalment  on  1189  shares,  wliich  was  discount- 
ed, and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
j  instalment.     The  payment  of  the  note  was  secured 
by  a  pledge  of  185  shares  of  bank  stock,  at  par, 
I  including  the  two  instalments,  and  was  retired  at 
I  mamrity. 

I  11th  and  l2th.  He  subscribed  originally  for  20 
I  shares:  he  albO  obtained  from  Mr.  Girard,  through 
hi',  friend,  M.".  J.  W.  M'CuUoh,  500  shares,  apart 


8tb.   The  notes  of  his  house  'ou  pi.  dged  stock,  have  been  '  of  the  30,000  subscribed  by  Mr.  Girard.     In  Oclo- 
paid  oft. except  a  small  loan  of  -,000  dollars.  i.  .o»^    u      _        i         a  ^c  m>i.'..«.„    HoIb  un'1  n«. 

'^  19th.  The  directors  have  always  given  preference  to  such  notes   ber,  1816,  he  purchased  of  M  Lien,  Hale  antiua 

because  they  jredeennd  safest.  The  board  givesa  preference  toa  :  vidson  165  shares  at  6  50  advance.      In  NovemDer, 

jiotefor  which  slock  is  pi  dgid,  without  any  endorser,  to  business  or  December  sam"  vear   he  purchased  50  shares  at 

pi-.per  or  hills  111  exchange  toa   moderate  extent,"  because,  as  he  ;,  ,    ,    ,,  J  "  ■'    ,   '  t-»        ~.K«„     oomo  vp«r  R 

thinks,  iheyar.  thesafen.  In  his  opinion  a  considerable  propor- ,  14  dollars  advance.  In  December,  same  year,  n. 
tioii  of  discountsoii  pledged  stock, is  for  the  t|enefit  of  merchants  1  Caldcleugh  bouglit  600  shares  in  one  parcel,  ana 
KT  H.  ^^^rhirif  always  opposed  to  lining  on  stock  above  1  ^08  in  another.  Of  these  parcels  Mr  Goddard  r^ 
par;  he  was  n..t  present  when  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  can- 1  ceived  454;  the  latter  parcel  Was  bougni  on  a^crt 
not  give  the  reasons. 


.lii-    Girard's  e-vamiiiaticn.  ' 

Isi  and  oil.  He  is  un  ihle  now  to  say,  what  dis- 
pQS!' ion  of  the  fund  referred  to  in  these  questions, 
■was  made  by  the  president  and  cashiei^or  whether 
the\  made  any  report  to  the  board,  of  the  dis- 
counts made  by  tliem. 

6i'  .  He  knov'sof  no  instances,  in  which  stock  is 
held  b.k  any  person  in  rust  for  others,  u'lless  where 
the  stock  lias  been  pledged  as  security  for  loans 
obtained  from  ihe  bank  of  ilie  Uiii;fd  States,  and 
bis  own  bank.  Tae  stock  taken  by  him  in  pledge, 
was  taken  it  par. 

8tl..  He  p. id  the  whole  of  th«  2d  instalment 
upon  the  siiares  held  by  him,  in  specie  and  funded 
debt,  according  to  law,  or  in  notes  of  a  bank  pay- 
ing sp'cit.  Hf  had  no  note  discounted  on  pledg- 
ed steck  or  otherwise.  At  the  time  of  paying  the 
s-econd  instalniem,  he  held  three  thousand  shares 
in  bis  own  name.    The  shares  standing  in  the  name 


dit  of  90  days;  both  parcels  at  an  advance  off™™ 
10  10  15  dollars.     In  January,  1817,  he  bought  jO» 
shares  of  Biddle  and  W>arion  .u  20  dollars  »d. 
vance  on  -he  first  and  second  instalments,  at  6,  % 
a  d  12  months  credit;  the  shares  were  transfetrel 
at   the   lime  of  purchase  and  satisfactory  not" 
given  for  the  amoint;  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1817,  ne 
piirchasrd  850  shares  payaVdeonthe  1st  of  August 
following  a    seventeen  do. lars  advance  on  the  two 
insi.lments.     Th-s  stock  was  bought  by  a  broter, 
it  was  to  have  been  immediately   ti's^sferred  »no 
note.*  given  for  the  amount.     The  broker  "''«"'" 
comply,  for  some  time,  but  afterwards  gave  up  « 
name  of  Lis  principal;  and  finally  tlie  s;ocK  »» 
transferred,  and  the  notes  given  for  the  price- 
this  time,  Mr.  Goddard  held  2339  sliares_    inrj 
bniary,   55  odier   shares  were  bought  by  nim,  w 
shorily  afterwards  sold   at  a  small   advance.     ^^ 
the   9th  August,  1817,  he  purchased  75  snare 
Biddlf,  ^Vharton  and  Brothers  at  140  doUars,  on 
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?9th  Auejust,  exchang-ed  200  slinres  of  U.  States 
insurance  stock,  for  19  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 
Lank  of  tlic  Uni:ed  States;  the  iiisurir.ce  stock 
wav,  nominally,  worth  fiom  twelve  to  thkeen  dol- 
J.'irs  per  share:  .June  5tl.,  1817,  150  shares  more 
were  transferred  to  him  by  Jn.  Smith  as  security 
for  an  accepfance  for  I).  A.  Smith;  when  the  ac 
cpptance  became  due,  Mr.  Godd.ird  bouglit  ihe 
sliares  at  33  'lollars  sdvunce.  Id  .lane  or  July, 
1SI7,  he  sold  100  shares  thro'igli  W.  W.  Smih  at 
.11  50  acvance.  Jtdy  15-Ji,  sold  500  shares  to  Wil- 
liam Sansom  at  97  fur  tlie  two  insialmepts:  Sep- 
tember SOih,  sold  100  shares  to  J.  W.  M'Cnlioh 
for  the  C'iesapealie  insurance  company  at  H  ilti- 
more,  at  150  doilurs.  October  8Ui,  B:dd!e,  Whar- 
ton and  Brothers,  sold  for  him,  140  shares  at  150 
dollars.  Oc'ober  23  I,  same  brokers  sold  for  him 
200  shares,  at  §151  50  In  Aiij.;ust,  1817,  he  sold 
eighteen  shares  to  Samuel  L;ivins,  at  the  price 
which  it  bore  in  Febru  try  or  March,  of  that  year. 
He  knows  of  stock  having-  been  purciiased  and 
sold  r>y  Georfje  WUiams,  viz:  on  or  about  the  1st 
February,  1817,  850  shares,  bought  by  W.  \V. 
Smith,  broker,  of  D.  A.  Smith,  at  17  doUiirs  advance 
on  the  two  instalments. 

Ill  explanation  of  his  answer  to  the  6'.h  interro- 
gatory, he  states:  tliat  on  the  14th  Jur.e,  1817, 
three  thoustnd  shares  ware  transferred  to  him 
under  a  povir  from  J.  Roberjot,  in  trust,  for 
George  Williams,  S.  Smith  and  Buchanan;  they 
were  transferred  in  security  fir  un  acceptance  for 
George  Williims,  S  Smith  and  Buchanar;  they  re- 
mained in  Mr.  Goddard's  name  till  Januai'y  last, 
when  they  were  transferred  by  him  to  sundry  per 
sons  in  New  York,  by  the  directions  of  George 
Williams.  John  Bolton  informed  him  that  he  had 
sold  some  shares,  in  wluch  be  was  ir.tsresied  with, 
by  I).  A.  Smith,  in  1817. 

loth  and  14th.  He  answers,  that,  in  the  spring 
of  1817,  he  bought  of  Biddle  and  Wharton,  20Q 
shares,  to  be  delivered  ou  the  10th  Januiiry,  1818. 
at  l2o  dollars,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  of 
paying  the  price  and  taking  the  transfer  at  any  in- 
termediate time.  1.1  July  or  August,  he  agreed  to 
receive  the  ditterence  between  the  120  dollars,  and 
the  price  <.f  tiie  stock,  at  that  time,  which  was 
133  dollars;  an  allowance  was  also  made  for  what 
the  dividend  might  be,  and  in  that  manner  closed 
the  contract.  The  stock  thus  coitr;icted  for,  be- 
longed to  D.  A,  Smith.  In  July,  18J7,  Biddlle, 
Wharton,  and  Brothers,  made  a  coniract  for  him 
with  William  Sansom,  for  500  shares,  deliverable 
early  in  December  following,  at  135  dollars,  with 
interest;  which  was  completed  accordingly.  In 
October,  1817,  Biddle,  Wharton  and  Brothers,  sold 
to  William  Sansom,  on  iiis  account,  850  shares, 
deliverable  early  in  December,  at  153  dollars  with 
interest;  which  was  completed  accordingly.  Since 
that  tiii.e  he  has  not  bought  on  sold  a  share,  and 
holds  at  present  1"5  shares.  He  knows  of  no  other 
director,  of  ihe  present  or  past  year,  having  made 
any  contract  for  the  purchase  or  sale  of  stock. 

15ih.  He  answers  in  the  negntive. 

16:h.  The  resohition  of  the  28th  August,  1817, 
authorizing  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  on  stock 
pl-dged  for  discount,  was  passed  with  a  view  of 
employmg  the  funds  of  the  institution,  which  had 
considerably  accumulated  by  reason  of  the  payment 
of  the  third  instrilment. 

i/Wr.  JVillinj's  examination. 

1st  and  3d.  He  answers,  the  president  and  cash- 
ier were  directed  to  report  to  the  board,  what  dis- 
position tliey  had  made  of  the  fund  placed  at  their 
disposal;  he  presumes  the  particulars  of  the  report 


will  appear  from  iiie  discount  book  The  presi- 
dent and  cashier  were  in  the  hab;t  of  makinc:  their 
discounts  on  the  days  intervening  the  meeting  of 
the  directors,  and  tiie  sums  s,o  do -.e  were  placed  on 
the  di.s-;fiUKt  book  and  laid  before  the  board  at 
their  nex  meetiiit;:  this  was  theonly  mode  of  mak- 
ing the  report.  There  has  occurred  no  instance, 
to  his  knowledge,  in  which  tlse  di.scount  of  notes 
discounted  by  the  president  and  caf.hicr,  has  been 
disapproved  by  the  boar:!;  or  iias  been  .snch  as 
wo. lid  not  h;ive  bef'n  discounted  by  a  rr,  ■jo'l'y  of 
the  directors,  if  originally  proposed  to  tiie  board. 
6!;ti.  He  has  no  knowledge  of  any  stock  transac- 
tion, in  trust,  excepting  his  own.  He  subscribed 
100  shares  for  hiamcU',  fifty  in  trust  fiir  his  wife, 
and  forty  Fir  his  father. 

8th.  He  cannot  say  what  proportion  of  the  spe- 
cie part  of  the  serond  instalnent  he  paid  in  coin, 
he  rather  supposes  lie  paid  his  secohd  invl.dment 
in  funded  debt  and  noes  df  this  bank,  or  by  a 
check  on  the  bank,  but  ha  never  borrowed  of  the 
bij.k,  or  had  a  note  discounted  for  the  utu-pose  of 
paying  any  part  of  it. 

llth.  To  this  question  he  answers  generally  in 
the  negativr.. 

12th.   He  has   no  knowledge,  excepting  that  he 
has  heard  Mr.   G  iddard  and  Mr.  M'E  len  say,  that 
they  had  sold  stock,  he  cannot  say  to  what  amount, 
at  what  period,  to  vhom,  or  f'>r  what  price. 
I3ih.  He  answers  in  the  negative, 
14h.   Hea'iswer'i  in  the  netrative, 
15di.  He  answ:^;'s  ip  the  .iPi^ativp. 

J\lr  •Snvag't'.s  e.rani'iciUon 
1st  and  3d.  He  answers,  tlat  he  does  not  know 
what  particular  disposi>ion  was  made  by  the  presi- 
dent and  cashier,  of  tl)e  fund  referred  to  in  these 
questions.  He  believes  il'e  p;'e,sident  and  cashier 
rendered  an  account  to  tiie  board,  of  the  discounts 
made  by  them,  by  entering  them  upon  the  discount 
book,  which  was  laid  before  the  board  at  their  next 
meeting. 

6ih.  He  presumes  stock  is  held  by  p-^rsons  in 
trust  for  others.  He  holds,  himself.  100  .shares  m 
trust  for  Lemuel  Taylor,  of  B;d!imore.  Tlie^tock 
Was  originally  pledged  to  bink  by  a  Mr.  l->,-.  ;!S, 
who  is  unknown  to  Mr.  S-.vage,  and  by  v.'hom  it 
was  u-ansferred  to  the  house  of  S;;va  ^e  and  Duuan, 
lipoii  their  giving  their  note  in  bank  for  the  sum 
for  which  it  had  been  phdged.  Messrs,  Savage 
and  Dugan  hold  the  stock  in  trust  for  .Mr.  Tttylor, 
pursuant  to  an  arrangement  made  previous  to  the 
•ransfer.  It  v.-as  bought  by  a  col.  f  .-evost.  a  bro- 
ker, for  Mr.  Taylor.  Tiiio  tr.msaction  lojk  place 
about  the  last  of  October,  or  bcg.i.iiin^j  of  Kovem- 
bf>r,  1818.  He  knows  of  nh-T  ins'ances  i^i  which 
Slock  IS  held  in  trust,  biiL  declines  mentioninij 
diem. 

Sth.  He  cannot  state  preclsci}',  v.-Iut  proportion 
of  the  specie  part  of  the  second  i;ni;<lment  he 
paid  in  com,  or  wliclher  he  paid  any  uart  of  the 
proceeds  of  a  noie  or  notes  diocounte';  he  might 
t'.ave  paid  a  part  by  the  proceeds  of  suc'i  notes, 
but  cannot:  say  how  much;  but  believes  ;t  vas  » 
very  small  part,  if  any. 

In  answer  to  the  "llth,  12th,  I3th,  14th  and 
I5th  question.s,  he  an.s.v^rs,  ^ip  kn.^ws  no  hing  of 
the  pre-Nident,  Mr.  Jones,  having  purchased  ov  soiJ, 
but  by  report.  H^-  kn-nvs  noihir.g  of  P.  Burler, 
and  rothing  of  W.  Bowne.  He  knows  thai  G-  orge 
Williams  is  a  large  stockholder,  a:'.d  has  no  doubt 
sold  and  bought,  but  dues  not  know  any  pa'iicular 
instance  of  his  having  purch.ised  or  sold.  H3 
knows  nothing  of  John  Coi. nelly,  or  of  Robert:  Il.il- 
ston,  having  any  stock  transact ioi.s.     Hs  ii-as  un- 
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dersiood  that  C'landler  Price  li  s  bought  and  sold, 
and  has  no  doubt  of  the  fact;  but  knows  noparticii 
lar  instance.  He  does  not  believe  that  Mr.  Willing' 
h:is  eiiher  bouglit  or  sold.  He  does  not  t!unk  tliai 
J')l)n  Doiinell  ever  bought  or  sold.  Dennis  A. 
Smitli  lias  bought  and  sold,  but  knows  no  particu- 
lar instance.  I'bos.  Ltiper  has  not.  Hr  can  sa\ 
nothing  about  C.  Evans,  jr.  He  prfsumes  James  C. 
F  .filler  luis  not.  He  presumes  N  Prime  has  done 
a  great  deal  at  it,  but  knows  of  no  particular  in 
stance;  Prime  is  a  large  and  extensive  broker. 
H»  cannot  say  respecting  Joshua  Lippinrot^,  but 
thinks  he  bus  not  sold.  I  :tm  ignorant  of  Samuel 
Witheral!,  bn'  presume  he  has  neither  bought  or 
sold.  H  knows  of  no  particular  instance  of  Mr. 
JVl'Euen's  having  bought  or  sold.  Report  says  John 
Godilard  has  bouglii  and  sold  stock,  but  has  no 
knowledge  of  u'.y  particular  iusianc'.  He  makes 
the  same  re  nark  respecting  Mr.  K  iton. 

He  does  not  ki  ow  wbnher  Mr.  Sergeant  has 
nought  or  sold.  He  cannot  say  respecting  Joun 
Coulter. 

John  Lysle  has  bought  to  qualify  him  as  a  direc- 
tor, but  lias  not  known  of  his  having  otherwise 
bouglit  or  solri.  His  own  siock  tran^.^utions  incii- 
vidually,  hav'i  been  very  small;  the  rer»ark  does 
no  apply  to  the  interest  lie  lias  in  the  purchase  and 
sale,  by  the  house  of  Savage  and  IJugan;  the  house 
have  piuchased  a  great  deal, f  and  sell  but  little; 
tliey  could  not  sell  without  a  loss,  and  it  is  not  in 
his  power  to  specify  either  the  time  or  the  prices 
at  which  he  bought  or  sold.  D.  A.  Smith  had  con- 
tracts with  Mr.  Astor  and  Prime,  but  cannot  state 
the  particulars,  it  was  at  the  first  establishment  of 
the  b.uik;  the  contract  he  believes  was  at  15  or  20 
dolh.rs  per  share.  With  respect  to  all  the  other 
directors,  he  knows  of  i.o  insiance  of  their  hav- 
ing made  any  conirbCts,  either  for  the  purchase  or 
sale  of  stock,  deliverable  at  a  fu  ure  period. 
JMajor  Pierce  Butler's  ejcumiiuttion. 

1st  He  knows  not  what  disposition  was  made  of 
that  fund. 

2J.  Tlie  president  and  cashier  discounted  one 
note  for  §30.000  on  pledged  slock,  but  it  was  not 
to  pay  tiie  second  instalment. 

Sd.  The  president  and  cashier,  always,  to  tlie 
best  of  his  recollection,  brought  a  statement  of 
what  had  beer,  discounted  by  them  on  the  inter- 
vening days;  whether  distinct  from  the  books  or 
not,  it  is  not  within  his  recollection. 

4th.  He  cannot  designate,  but  presumes  the  let- 
ter a,  is  the  distinguishing  mark  between  those 
which  were  accepted  at  the  board. 

6th.  He  does  not  know. 

7th.  He  does  not  know. 

8th.  He  paid  the  coin  of  2d  and  3d  instalment, 
and  gave  19  1-2  per  cent,  fur  that  at  the  second  in- 
instalment;  for  the  first  he  tliinks  he  gave  12  per 
cent. 

9th.  He  owns  1,000  shares,  originally  subscribed 
for;  he  never  bought  or  sold  a  sliare. 

11th  and  12th.  He  does  not  know  of  any,  but 
has  an  impression  that  they  'id;  but  it  is  only  an 
impression  from  general  rumor. 

I3ih  14'h  and  15ih.  Hf- does  not  know  any  thing 
about  it  of  his  own  knowledge. 

16th.  When  the  payments  of  the  2d  instalments 
where  refused,  he  objected  to  discounting,  to  enable 
them  to  be  made,  but  saw  that  it  wks  abs  dtiteiy 
r.ecessarv,  tor'nable  the  bank  to  go  into  ojieration, 
and  then  yielded  to  it;  he  never  heard  of  any  sucli 
understanding;  it  was  practised  however. 

19th.  They   have    never  rcfusi-d   a  renewal   on 
stock    .otes;  in  respect  to  the  disposition   of  the 


board,  such  prefei-enoe  was  felt,  but  their  vas  no 
order  on  the  subject;  he  has  never  known  any  good 
paper  refused  on  account  of  the  amount  of  stock 
notes  ofT"-'red. 

20ih.  He  thinks  the  president  informed  'he  board, 

that  all  the  banks  in    Vew  Yoik  and  Philadeiphi'i, 

had  discounted  on  pledged  stock  at  125  dollars  per 

share,  he  was  himself  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Chandler  Price^s  examination. 

1st  and  31.  That  fund  was  loaned  on  pledged 
security,  and  an  account  of  the  loans  was  rendered 
at  every  meeting  of  the  board;  he  thinks  it  was  a 
verbal  account,  but  that  what  was  done  was  placed 
on  the  books. 

6lh.  Me  does  not  know  of  any,  except  that  be 
owns  a  little  intrust  for  his  family,  and  a  small 
amoun'   in  trust  for  Mr.  Morgan,  of  Xevv  Orleans. 

8th.  He  paid  the  1st  and  2d  instalment,the  specie 
part,  in  coin. 

11th  and  12th.  He  does  not  know  of  any  other 
director  having  purchased  or  sold*  stock;  he  has 
heard  rumors,  but  no  pf^rsonal  knowledge.  The 
22d  .April,  1818,  or  thereabouts,  he  purchased  250 
shares  which  he  yet  holds,  at  145  dollars  per  share, 
and  some  time  in  1818,  he  tiiinks  in  the  spi'ing,  he 
purchased  100  shares  at  139  dollars  per  share.  In 
\ugusi,  1817,  he  left  instructions  that  if  stock  rose 
to  150  dollars,  his  clerk  sliould  sell  enough  to  pay 
his  3d  instalment,  and  a  sale  was  effected  for  up- 
wards of  200  sharps,  at  about  159.  He  cannot  now 
state  any  other  purchases  or  sales.  Before  July, 
1817,  he  sold  several  hundred  shares,  at  a  rate  va- 
rying from  117  to  134  dollars;  and  he  has  bought 
and  sold  at  different  times  in  1817,  and  1818,  seve- 
ral hundred  shares,  both  on  his  own  account  and  on 
account  of  several  of  his  friends;  the  stock  wliich 
he  botight  for  others,  as  well  as  for  himself,  pas- 
sed generally  in  his  own  name,  and  was  afterwards 
transferred  as  directed.  He  never  bougltt  of,  or 
'o\A  to,  or  held  in  trust,  or  as  attorney,  any  stock 
for  a  director  of  the  bank. 

13th  and  14th.  He  does  not  know  of  any  contract 
on  time  being  made  by  any  director,  either  for  the 
purchase  or  sale  of  stock 

I5th.  He  has  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Depositions  of  .Messrs .  Hohlen,  Lysle,  L'-pbincott,  &€• 
J\Ir.     Bohlen — his  exami'iatiun, 

6th  qu'^stion.  He  has  no  Information  which  he 
can  rely  on  touciiing  the  subject.  His  house  hold 
2010  shares  in  its  own  name. 

8th.  He  paid  the  full  amount  in  specie,  on  ail 
'ds  stock  held  at  the  time  of  the  second  instalment; 
be  paid  five  or  five  and  a  half  per  cent  advance  for 
the   spt-ci^. 

llih  and  r2th.  His  house  has  purchased  stock; 
it  origin  .lly  held  lOOO  shares,  and  have  piirchased 
^t  variou-i  limes;  at  one  time  he  purchased  189 
shares,  at  ano'her  191,  and  at  other  period-;,  .5U  and 
120  shares.  The  120  he  purchased  early  in  1817; 
the  189,  191,  the  latter  part  of  that  year;  the  3U 
siiares  in  last  of  Jamiary  orFebruary.  For  i.hel91 
shares  he  paid  150  <lollars;  all  his  purchases  were 
made  through  the  agency  of  a  broker.  He  ha* 
made  no  sales:  he  has  no  knowledge  of  ilie  transac- 
tions of  other  direc'ors.  For  the  shares  purchased 
in  1817,  to  the  best  of  his  recoileciijn,  he  paid  l34 
dollars,  and  144  dollars  per  sii..re,  and  for  the  tliir- 
'y  purcl)as«d  in  1818,  he  paid  14.}  dollars. 

13  h  and  14!h.  He  has  no  direct  information  on 
the  subject;  he  has  heard  reports  to  that  effect, 
he  never  made  any  contract  himself,  nor  has  any 
one  for  hint. 

J5lh.  He  has  no  knowledge  on  t'.ie  subject. 
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.Mr.  John  Lysle — his  examiuation. 
6th  question.  I  do  r.ol  know  of  j.ny. 
8f!i.  He  vvas  not  an  original  subscriber,  and  held 
no  stock  at  that  time. 

11 1^  and  l2th.  He  purchased  100  shares  of 
Job  -  Sav;ige,  on  the  5«h  day  of  January,  1818,  a' 
§150  50,  per  share;hesoldfifiy  siiares  at  gl46  50, 
per  sliare,  to  Vl'Euen,  Hal-  .;>d  Davidson,  on  the 
10th  of  M  rc!»,  ^ad  on  f.e  10th  of  S-p  ember,  to 
Bid-lie,  Wharton  an'  Brohtvs,  h^  sold  thirty  ;it 
§125  25  nei-  s'  are  He  hns  understo  id  that  .Mr. 
Goddard  sold  a  tolerably  large  ai'iount  of  stock, 
but  as  to  hinci  and  others,  i.e  !.as  iio  positive  know- 
lede^e. 

Ijlh  and    14th.  He  has  no  information   on  the 

subject;  he  has  had  no  concern  of  tha   sort  himself. 

15th.  He  has  no  kn  iwledge  that  can  be  relied  on. 

J\fr.  Lippincott—  his  examination. 
6th  ques.  H^  has  lo  knowledge  on  the  subject. 
8th.  He  paid  the  specie  part  of  his  second  instal- 
ment, by  means  of  a  note  discounted  at  bank,  which 
note  \\v.^  paid  at  maturity. 

11  (h.  He  purchased  of  Biddle,  Wharton  and 
Brothers,  48  shares,  and  252  of  Dennis  A.  Smith; 
he  does  not  recollect  the  time  of  the  purchase,  nor 
distinctly  tlie  advance.  He  also  purchased  of 
M'Euen,  Hale  ^nd  Davidson,  on  or  about  the  9>li  of 
.Tanu.ary,  1018,  100  ^hires,  for  which  he  gave  rat',  er 
upwards-  of  150  dollars  per  share  He  has  never 
sold  stock  He  knows  nothing  of  the  purchases 
or  sales  of  other  directors,  except  by  common  re- 
port. 

loth  and  14th.  He  has  no  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

15th.  The  same  answer  as  the  last. 

J\tr.  George  JViUiams — His  examination. 
1st.  That  the  fund  was  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  resolution:  he  does  not  recoiiect 
wheilier  he  obtained  any  loan  from  the  president 
and  cashier,  under  that  authority;  but  it  is  proba- 
ble lie  did. 

,3(1.  He  does  not  recollect  whether  there  was  any, 
a*  he  seldom  was  present  at  the  board;  but  has  no 
doubt  there  was. 

6th.  Some  stock  belonging  to  himself,   is  held 
by  the  casliie-,   in  trust,  being  pledged  for  lotns. 
Mr.  Savapre  has  held  some  slock  in  irus    for  Mr. 
Taylor,   of  Baltimore;    he  has,    himself,   a  large 
amount  of  stock,  held  in  New  York  and   Massa- 
chusetts, pledged  with  different  persons  and  pub- 
lic  institutions,   on   which  he  has  obtained  loans; 
.  he  has,  also,  900  shares  held  by  his  friends,  and 
whicii   is  not  pledged  for  any  loans.      Hs   is    also 
interested  in  a  large  number  of  shares  which  were 
sent  to  England,  and  which  were  pledged,    and   a 
loan    had  tliereon.     OF  the  stock  held  in  company 
with  S.  Smith   and  Buchanan,  and  Mr.  M'Culioii, 
sone  part  of  it  is  held,  he  believes,  in  trust,  and 
.loans  obtained  thereon  in  different  places. 

8th.  Not  liaving  his  book,  he  cannot  say  positively 
he  owned  297-  shares,  he  thinks  that  is  the  luini- 
ber  which  he  originally  subscribed  for,  of  which  800 
shares  were  subscribed  for  a  fiend  in  the  western 
countr}',  on  account  of  a  Mr.  Firdey  and  himself 
He  paid  tlie  whole  of  the  second  instalment  on 
these  shares  in  coin,  and  he  paid  the  specie  part 
of  the  second  instalment,  of  the  remainii  g  2172 
shares,  by  a  loan,  he  thinks,  in  part;  he  gave  thir- 
teen per  cent,  for  the  specie  paid  on  the  western 
shares. 

9th.  The  wliole  amount  subscribed  by  him,  in 
Baltimore,  amounting  to  1172  shares,  was  taken  in 
the  names  of  individuals,  one  share  to  each  name; 
that  subscribed   in  Hie  woetern   couittry,  was  in 


snail  Parcels  of  ten  and  twenty  shares;  he  sub- 
scribed as  attorney  for  '.\\t  whole  1172;  he  could 
g)  into  the  market,  and  buy  nwrnes  at  eleven  pence 
each,  and  ''lat  was  the  practice.  The  whole  of  the 
shares  thus  subscribed  for  were  consolidated,  and 
thinks  they  were  transferred  to  him. 

12  h.  He  knows  of  none  but  himself,  except  as 
her>Mn:tfter  mentioned,  but  has  no  doubt  they  have, 
thong!  he  cannot  say  positively.  About  the  20th 
June,  1818,  he  sold  150  shares,  at  Sl44  per  share; 
he  has  sold  no  other  shares;  he  has  purchased 
largely,  and  is  a  large  stockholder;  he  has  pur.- 
chased  some  at  high  prices;  he  bought  of  N.  Prime, 
about  21  of  Jmuary,  1818,  five  hundred  shares,  at 
8153  per  sha  e;  he  botight  of  Biddle,  Wharton  and 
B  others,  500  sliaresat  the  same  time,  he  declined 
stating  at  what  price;  he  fi'equently  bought  of  va- 
rious persons;  he  had  groat  confidence  in  the  s*ock, 
a  id  went  very  largely  into  it.  He  bought  of  Robt. 
Gilmore  5t  So'is,  100  shares,  at  §126,  he  thinks  in 
1817.  but  does  not  recollect  the  precise  time;  he 
do'  s  not  now  recollect  any  other  particular  in- 
stances;  be  cannot  say  whether  he  bought  in  June 
and  July,  1817,  or  not. 

13  h  an  '  14fli.  He  was  concerned  in  a  company 
•vho  purchased  largely;  he  believes  they  were  con- 
trac's,  'be  most  of 'liem;  Smith  &  Buchanan,  and 
Mr.  M'CuUoh,  of  Baltimore,  together  with  himself, 
composed  the  company;  he  cannot  recollect  the 
a  nount  of  shares  contracted  tor,  but  remembers 
t'le  prices  of  some  of  the  contracts,  and  declines 
s  ating  ihem;  he  thinks  it  must  hare  been  in  1817; 
he  d-clines  giving  any  further  information  respect- 
ing contracts  made  by  him. 

15th.  The  company  before  mentioned,  together 
witli  Dennis  A  Smith,  bought  4000  shares  of  Mr. 
Gir„.rd,  at  ^51,  he  thinks.for  %35  paid,  of  whiclj 
M  .  Savage  iiad  1000  shares,  Mr.  Jones  had  1000 
shares,  which  he  purchased  at  ^^32,  the  pur- 
ctiaser  receiving  the  July  and  January  dividend, 
which  would  reduce  it  to  about  gl26;  that  the  com- 
pany adcoitracted  for  this,  thro'  Wm.  W.  Smith, 
of  the  Commercial  ,d  Farmers'  bank;  \\e.  recol- 
lects  no  other  contract,  or  purchase  of  any  share  \n 
a  contract,  in  which  Mr.  Jones  was  concerned. 
Having  large  transactions  of  stock,  he  cannot  spe- 
cify particular  instances  without  reference  to  his 
books,  whiah  he  has  not  here. 

He  is  positive  that  Mr.  John  Donnell  has  never 
bought  or  sold  any  stock.  He  holds  4000  shares; 
a  puit  of  which  he  subscribed  for  in  his  own  name, 
or  as  attorney  for  others,  and  the  residue  he  pur- 
cliased  of  Mr.  Girard,  immediately  after  the  sub- 
scrip. ion  by  him;  and  he  has  never  made  any  con- 
t  -act  for  the  purcbase  or  sale  of  stock,  nor  pur- 
chased any  interest  in  any  such  contract.. 

J\lr.  John  Connelly — his  examination. 
6!h  qaeiiion.  He  docs  not  know  of  any. 
Sth.  fie  paid  the  whole  of  the  specie  part  of  his 
s:-contl  ijistalment  in  silver.    He  thinks  specie  was 
about  5  per  cent.     And  Manuel  Eyre  also  paid  the 
whole  of  his  in  coin.     He  knew  that  a  note  could 
be  discounted  at  the  bank  for  the  specie  part  of  the 
second   instalment,  but  felt   himself  particularly 
bouwd,  as  a  director,  to  comply  strictly  with  the  law. 
He  lias,  himself,  never  had  any  discount  at  the  bank, 
llih  and  12th.     He  does  nut  know  any  whose 
names  he  could  designate,   e.xcept  Manuel  Eyre, 
who  he  thinks  sold  some  stock,  but  he  is  not  cer. 
tain  of  it,  he  tliinks  he  never  bought  any  stock;  he 
has  him>ielf  never  nought  or  sold  stock. 
13th  and  14ih.  He  does  not  know  of  any, 
15ih.  He  does  not  know  of  any. 

(to  be  conclcijed  in  tub  next  volujtb." 
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Mr.  Jones'  Memorial. 

The  following  are  vhe  documents  accompanying' 
the  memorial  of  Witliam  Jones,  laie  president  of 
the  bank  of  the  U.iited  States,  inserted  in  our 
last,  page  462. 

The  facts  and  circumstances  attending  the  con- 
,tract  (of  which  the  annexed  is  a  copy,  marked  A) 
fxecuted  by  Cl.a*.  Pleasants  and  John  Lysle,  esqs 
directo'"s  and  agents  of  the  Commerrial  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  assignment  thereon  to  me, 
by  Ge  Tgc  Williams,  esq.  of  his  right  in  the  s^id 
contract,  whenever  1  should  indemnify  him  for  his 
responsibility,  hy  sn'ostiaiting  other  satisfactory 
security  in  lieu  of  his  note,  or  provide  the  means 
of  paying  the  said  note  at  maturity,  are  strictly  as 

foUov/S; 

Mr.  Williams  mnde  the  said  contract  in  his  name, 
but  in  my  behalf,  and  for  my  use,  as  declared  in 
his  assignment.  Tlie  execution  of  the  contract  was 
made  known  to  me  some  short  time  after  the  date 
thereof;  the  particular  lime  I  do  not  now  recollect, 
but  it  was  a  considerable  time  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  assignment  of  Mr.  Willams'  right  to  me,  which 
was  delayed  by  his  absence  from  PJiiladelphia. 

The  annexed  paper,  JJ,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Williams  to  Messrs. Pleasa-iis  and  Lysle,  which  was 
not  delivered;  because,  upim  my  assuring  him  that 
I  would  sell  the  contract,  and  substitute  satisfac- 
tory paper,  other  than  my  own;  or,  according  to  tlie 
alternative,  provide  the  nneans  to  pay  his  note  at 
jnaturity.he  sutfered  it  to  remain,  holding  the  ori 
ginal  contract  in  his  name  and  possession,  as  se- 
curity liable  to  be  disposed  of  at  any  time,  had  he 
apprehended  a  decline  in  price,  upon  my  failure  to 
Gomple'e  his  indemnity  when  required. 

On  the  25th  day  of  August,  1S17, 1  made  an  actual 
sale  of  my  right  in  the  said  contract,  to  Dennis  A. 
Smith,  for  26,000  dollars,  iscluding  the  two  divi- 
dends, which  by  the  terms  of  the  sale,  he  was  entit- 
led to,  and  did  receive  by  his  assignee,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  contract,  and  I  received  of  him  his 
note  for  that  sum,  payable  on  the  2d  January  follow- 
ing, according  to  my  receipt,  of  which  a  copy, 
marked  C,  is  hereto  ansiexed,  by  which  D,  A.  Smith 
was  bound  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  assign- 
ment of  the  said  contract  by  George  Williams  to 
myself,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  annexed. 

This  note  was  lod.ged  by  me  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  for  collection;  paid  at  maturity  by 
James  W.  M'Gulloh,  to  whom  D.  A.  Smith  had  as- 
signed his  right  on  the  back  of  my  receipt,  returned 
to  me  by  Mr.  M'Culloh. 

Mr.  Williams  has  stated  to  me,  that  on  his  exa- 
miaiition  before  the  committee,  absent  from  his 
books  and  papers,  he  stated  the  contract  price  of 
the  stock  from  recollection,  at  125  or  126  dollars 
per  share;  but  that  he  referred  to  the  net  price, 
deducting  the  amount,  whicii,  at  the  time  of  the 
contract,  the  two  dividends  were  estimated  at; 
whereas,  in  niy  statement  to  the  committee,  I  men- 
tioned the  acLual  price  per  share,  as  expressed  in 
the  contract. 

Whatever  Messrs.  G.  Williams,  J.  W.  M'Culloh, 
and  Dennis  A.  Smith,  may  have  said  in  regard  to  my 
transactions  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  tliey  do  not, 
I  am  sure,  refer  to  any  other  than  the  contract  herein 
described,  as  having,  either  jointly  or  individually, 
any  agency  or  concern,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
purcliase,  or  procurement  thereof,  for  my  account. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Smith  is  rt  presented  to  have  s'.ated  to 
the  committee,  "tltat  he  was  one  of  the  persons  who 
made  one  of  these  contracts  a  present  to  Mr  Jones; 
that  the  slock  never  was  transferred;  and  that  the 


profit,  imo-mting  o  ^15,000,  w-s  pnid  to  Mr.  J  ,:  es 
in  money."  If  Mr.  S  r-.ith  has  been  riirh'ly  u:ider. 
stoo  1,  the  extent  and  diversity  of  his  stock  t  unsac- 
tions,  must  have  impaired  his  recollection  'ipon  this 
particular  question;  and  as  he  undoulnedly  refers 
to  the  contract  I  have  described,  t!ie  conditions  of 
my  receipt  for  his  note,  with  his  asignment  thereon, 
>'how  that  he  has  mistaken  the  fic.  That  the  stock 
never  '.vas  transferred,  either  to  Mr,  Williams  or 
myself,  is  true.  The  terms  of  tlie  contract  preclud- 
ed the  transfer  until  the  2d  January;  and  I  sold 
my  right  therein  on  the  26th  .\ugust  preceding. 
The  stock  never  was  in  the  possession  of  those 
who,  according  to  the  alleged  testimony  of  Mr.  U, 
A.  Smith,  presented  it  to  me;  nor  was  any  money 
paid  to  or  for  me  on  account  thereof,  but  that  which 
1  received  in  payment  of  D.  A.  Smith's  note,  de- 
scribed in  my  receipt,  as  the  ftir  and  actual  con- 
sideration  for  the  sale  and  transfer  of  my  right  in 
the  said  contract.  The  real  character  of  the  trans- 
ii«tion  is,  that  Mr.  Williams,  as  an  act  of  personal 
friendship  and  accommodation,  lent  me  the  use  of 
his  na.me  in  the  said  contract,  and  held  the  original 
as  his  security,  upon  a  rising  market. 

I  do  most  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  declare 
ajid  affirm,  that  the  foregoing  declaration  of 
facts  and  circumstances  is,  in  all  things,  just 
and  true.  W.  JO-\ES. 


Be  it  known,  that  on  this  30th  day  of  Januaiy, 
A.  D.  1819,  before  me,  Clement -C.  Blddie,  esq.  no- 
tary public  for  the  commonwealtii  of  Pennsylvania, 
residing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  ap- 
peared William  Jones,  of  said  city.  Esquire,  and 
made  affirmation  in  due  from  of  lav/  to  the  facts 
and  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  decla- 
ration; and  1,  the  said  notary,  do  also  hereby  certify, 
thit  the  several  documents  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  A,  B,  and  C,  and  referred  to  in  the  said  af- 
firmation, are  just  and  true  copies  of  the  several 
instruments  of  writing  of  which  they  purport  to  be 
copies,  carefully  compared  by  me  with  their  said 
originals,  and  that  the  signature  "Geo.  Williams," 
at  the  foot  of  the  assignment  on  the  back  of  the  pa- 
per writing,  of  which  the  copy  is  hereunto  annexed 
marked  A.  is  well  knov/n  to  me  as  the  proper  hand 
writing  of  George  Williams,  esquire,  of  Baltimore; 
tliat  the  signature  "George  Williams,"  at  the  foot 
of  the  letter,  of  which  the  copy  is.  hereunto  annexed 
marked  B,  is  also  well  known  to  me  as  the  proper 
hand  writing  of  the  said  George  Williams;  and  tliat 
the  signature  "D.  A.  Smith",  at  the  foot  of  the  as- 
signment at  the  bottom  of  the  receipt,  of  which 
the  copy  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  C,  is  well 
known  to  me  as  the  proper  hand  writing  of  Dennis 
.\.  Smith,  esquire,  of  Baltimore,  and  that  the  said 
assignment,  to  wit:  "I  hereby  assign  my  right  to 
the  within,  to  J-imes  Wiii.  M'Culloh,"  is  written 
in  the  hand  writing  of  the  James  Wm.  M'Culloh, 
esquire,  of  Baltimore. 

In  testimony  whereof,   I  have  hereunto  set  my 

[l.  s.]  hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal  of  office, 
the  day  and  year  aforesnid. 

CLE.VIEN  r  C.  BIDDLE, 

J\''uta7-i/  FiibUc. 
A. 

Whereas  we  have  sold  to  Geo.  Williams,  esq.  onff 
thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  llie  U.S. 
at  tiie  rate  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  iloUars 
for  each  share,  payable  on  the  second  day  of  Jan. 
1818,  for  which  we  have  received  his  note  of  Isand, 
for  one  liundred  and  thirty-tuo  t'.jousand  dollars, 
drawn  in  our  favor;  we  do  hereby  engage,  that,  in 
case  said  note  is  paid  at  maturity,  we  will  forth- 
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wi;  <fer    n  t'.e  s  id  G<  ort^e,  or  his  order,  one 

thousand  shares  of  the  said  stock,  and  will  pay  over 
to  him,  at  said  time,  wha'PV'^r  dividends  v/e  mav 
receive  on  said  stock,  it  beitig  understood,  thra,  in 
case  the  said  note  is  not  paid  ai  maturity,  we  sh:i!l 
have  the  right  of  spllinfr,  at  the  markei  price,  the 
said  shares,  and  of  claiming  and  receivnt^  from  the 
said  Gct)rg:e,  the  dittVrence  between  tl'.e  proceeds 
of  the  sale,  deducting  expenses,  and  the  said  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  tiiirty  t'vo  thou--and  dollars 
As  witness  our  hands  t'is  lOdi  dav  of  Ma\,  1817. 
[Signed]  CHMl'S  PLEASANTS 

JOHN  I.YSLE. 
''   It  is  understood,  that  sr^id  shares  are  to  be  com- 
pleted prior  to  delivery,  by  the  payment  of  the  last 
instalment. 

[Signed]  JOHN  LYSLE. 

Jiruv  \Oth,  1817. 
Thewii'iin  is  n  ropy  of  an  orii^inal  cc  t  ctmade 
for  the  sole  benefit  and  use  of  William  Jones,  to 
Whom  I  hereby  assign  all  my  right,  ti'le  and  inte- 
rest therein,  and  engage  to  deliver  ove-  to  him,  or 
his  assigns,  the  original  contract,  with  n»y  assign 
ment  thereon,  in  due  form,  whenever  he  shall  sub- 
stitute other  satisfac  ory  security  in  lieu  ot  my 
note,  or  provide  the  means  to  pay  the  said  note  ut 
maturity. 

[Signed]  GEO.  WILLIAMS. 

J'hiUide'phia,  12th  July,  1817- 
B. 
Philadelphia,  I2th  July,  1817. 
Gentlemen — Having  disponed  of  the  lUOO  shares 
of  the  United  States'  bank  stock,  which  I  purchas- 
ed of  you  some  time  since,  to  Williani  Jo:.es,  esq 
I  am  desirous  of  ■  nbstituting  his  no.e  for   mine, 
which  I  hope  will  be  acceptable  to  you. 
Respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  GEO.  WILLIAMS. 

Chas.  Pleasants  and  John  Lysle,  esqrs. 

C. 
Received,  Philadelphi  ,  August  25tli,  1817,  of 
Dennis  A.  Smith,  esquire,  his  note  of  hand,  dated 
Philadelphia,   August  26th,    1817,  payable  to  ry 
order,  on  the  2d  January  next,  fir  twenty-six  tliou 
sand  dollars,  upon  the  payment  of  which  n^te,  1 
tngage  to  assign  and  transfer  to  the  said  Dennis  A 
Smitii,  and  to  his  assigns,  all  my  right,  title  and  in 
terest,  in  a  certain  contract  for  tin  sale  and  deli 
very  of  one  thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  th^ 
bank  of  the  United  States,  entered  into  on  the  lOii' 
day  of  May  last,  between  John  Lysle  and  Charles 
Pleasants,  of  the  first  part,  and  Geo.  Williams,  of 
tiie  second  part,   he,   the   said  Dennis  A.  ST.ith, 
agreeing    to  be  bound  by    the  conditions  expres- 
sed   in    an    assignment    of  the    said   contract  by 
the  said  George  Williams  to  myself,  written  and 
executed  on  a  copy  of  the  said  contract  in  my  pos 
session. 

[Signed]  W.  JONES. 

I  hereby  assign  my  right  to  the  within,  to  James 
Wm.  M-Culloh, 

[Signed]  D.  A.  SMITH. 


The  New  York  Canals. 

FR  'M   XIIK   NKW   TOIIK.   COLUMUIAN. 

Mr,  Spooner — The  inclosed  letter  contains  so 
great  a  mass  of  valuable  information  in  so  few 
w®rds,  that  I  cannot  deny  the  public  the  advantage 
and  pleasure  of  its  perusal.  Pacts  are  siubbnyn 
things.  W.  D 

Ai-DAHT,  1st.  mo.  16, 1819 
Jill/  esteemed  friend. — I  duly  received,  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Herkimer,  thy  iavor,  of  22d  ultimoj  re- 


questing information  of  the  actual  state  and  pro- 
fcrss  of  the  work  on  t!  e  canals  oftlie  state  or  Ne^v 
York,  and  that  I  v\ould  promptly  answer  the  fol- 
l.jwina:  queries — 

**l.  How  much  of  the  canals  is  actually  complet- 
ed.? 

2.  W'lat  places  are  connected  by  the  parts  which 
are  fi  iished? 

3.  The  names  of  the  engineers  employed  and 
where.? 

4.  Any  other  circumstances  that  you  may  deem 
of  importance  respecting  the  canal*  r" 

.W  the  time  I  rec -ived  thy  letter  I  was  engaged 
almost  night  and  day,  in  \naking  laborious  calcula- 
tions for  a  detailed  report  to  the  boai-d  of  canal 
commissioners,  and,  fearing  that  the  .'ihort  space  of 
time  until  this  report  ought  to  be  preser.ied  "  ctdd 
scarcely  admit  of  my  doing  justice  to  the  suhjer.tjl 
requested  my  friend  D;ivid  Holt  to  make  to  ihee 
my  apology  for  the  delay  of  my  answer,  which  I 
found  would  be  un,4void-»ble.  I  now  embrace  with 
pleasure  the  first  opportunity  which  my  arduous 
duties  hive  permitted,  to  answer  thy  queries, 

1  Portions  of  the  canals  amounting  to  63  miles 
are  actuaVy  completed — 46  1-2  miles  of  tl'.e  western, 
an  1  18  1-2  miles  of  the  northern;  15  miles  more  are 
half  done,  and  there  is  as  much  work,  perfornred  on 
the  remaining  part,  as  is  qdite  equal  to  the  finish- 
ing of  those  15  miles;  nuking  un  aggregate  equal 
t)  80  miles  of  fiidshed  canal. 

2.  No  important  places  are  yet  connected  by  the 
parts  tinislied,  on  accoutit  of  some  woiks  not  com- 
pleted— crossing  streams  in  the  western,  and  locks 
in  the  northern  canal.  But,  in  tlie  course  o*'  next 
season,  \Vlii;ehan  on  lake  (Jhamplain  will  be  con- 
nected with  fort  El  ward  on  Hudson's  river,  by  28 
miles  .'f  CHiial;  and  the  salt  works  at  Onondaga  with 
Utica  on  the  Mohawk,  by  60  miles— between  Utica 
and  Onondaga  the  canal  passes  inexhaustible  beds 
of  the  finest  gypstim;  so  that,  unless  the  weather 
should  be  beyo;id  probability  unfavorable,  or  some 
-)ther   impiobable  occurrence,  83    miles   of  canal 

•ill,  befor-.;  the  close  of  next  season,  begin  toyield 
r  V;  nue. 

3.  The  engineers  are  Benjamin  Wright,  .Tames 
Geddes,  a^d  Isaac  Brigt^s;  Canvass  White,  James 
Ferguj;on,  Valentine  Gill  and  Asa  Moore,  have  also 
been  employed.  I  believe  Canvass  White  has  been 
placed  in  the  rank  of  engineer,  and  James  Fergu- 
son still  remains  an  assistant.  \'alentine  Gill  has 
been  etnploycd  as  a  drjif'sman,  and  Asa  Moor  as 
surveyor  During  the  late  season,  AViight  and 
White  have  been  employed  on  the  middle  section 
of  the  western  caiial;  Geddes  and  Ferguson,  on 
♦  lie  northern;  and  Briggs,  Gill  and  Moore,  in  ex- 
ploring and  locating  the  canal  and  its  locks,  on  the 
eastern  section,  from  Utica  down  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk. 

4.  In  my  answer  to  the  2'1  query,  T  have  said  that 
83  miles  of  c  mal  will,  before  the  close  of  next 
seaso'',  begin  to  yield  revenue.  I  will  here  add, 
that,  in  fair  probabi!ity,the  season  after  next  (1820) 
may  commence  with  an  pctive  navigation  on  117 
miles  of  canal;  and,  if  the  legislature  should  at 
their  present  session,  authorize  the  -whole  of  the 
western  canal  to  be  made  as  speedi'y  ns  it  can  eco- 
hoii'fcahiy  he  tinie,  there  may  be  at  tlie  close  of 
1  ■■■20,  many  miles  more  in  great  forwardness,  and 
the  whole  of  the  canal  may  be  finislied  before  the 
close  of  1825,  as  easily  as,  and  at  ;.  smaller  expense 
th.an  in  any  longer  pc-riod. 

By  a  sound  and  jirudent  fiscal  management,  no 
bui-ihens  on  the  people,    beyond  the  present  taxes, 
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and  those  only  f^r  me  yar  more,  will  be  necessary 
to  accomplish  this  noble  work. 

When  the  expense  of  a  great  project  is  previously 
estimated,  it  usually  happens  that,  after  the  thing' 
is  finished  the  actual  expense  greatly  exceeds  the 
estimate.  In  the  wh-^'le  of  the  .»ork.  hitherto  done, 
the  contrary  is  found  to  be  the  fact,  and  an  animat- 
ing f  ict  it  is  that  ttie  actual  expense  falls  considera- 
bly short  oFthe  fjceral  '^sfimite  made  in  1817, when 
the  subject  was  prop  >sed  to  the  leffisla'ure.  Al- 
though experience  ifTorded  such  encour:i^ement 
in  the  middle  sectio-i,  yet  there  remained  doubts 
res{t?ctia^  the  eastern  section  where  probably,  the 
greatest  difficulties  exist.  I  have  durinf^  the  lale 
season,  carefully  and  minutely  examined  40  miles 
of  this  section,  which  portion  includes  some  of  tbe 
principal  difficulties,  and  it  is  my  decided  opinion, 
that  ^^is  por'ion  of  the  canal  can  be  made  for  an 
expense,  averag;i..'r  16  per  cent,  or  §2,700  per  mile, 
less  than  the  estimate  of  the  commissiuiiers. 

I  have  said  that,  after  one  year  more  of  the  pre- 
sent taxes  no  burdens  on  the  people  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  canal.  Suppose  no  more  than  120,000 
tons  to  be  transported  in  one  year,  a  distance  of 
117  miles,  at  a  toll  of  one  cent  per  ton  per 
mile — this  would  yield  140,400  dollars,  the  interest 
of  g,2  340,000,  at  6  per  cent.  Every  succeeding' 
year  would  add  more  freight  and  bring  into  use  an 
sdditiouhl  portion  of  canal.  Tlie  consequences  are 
so  obvious,  that  lam  persuaded  it  is  unnecessary 
further  to  pursue  t'le  calculation.  A  stimulus  to 
useful  industry  and  an  increase  of  individual  hap- 
piness— the  extension  and  enlargement  of  all  the 
resources  of  the  state — -.n  accelerated  augmenta- 
tion of  its  population,  wealth  and  power — and  in- 
stead of  burdens,  an  abundant  revenue.  T'lese 
would  be  the  consequences  of  a  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened policy.     Ilespectfully  thy  friend, 

ISAAC  BRIGGS. 
WiLWAM  Dauby. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,    he. 

On  the  12'h  of  December,  there  was  a  considrr- 
able  sensation  in  the  money  market,  owing  to  the 
l)ank  of  England  having  come  to  the  determination 
to  limit  their  discounts;  the  bank  had  thrown  out 
"an  immense  quantity  of  bills,  presented  by  bank- 
ers and  individuals  of  the  first  respectability." — 
Specie  was  so  scaice  in  the  city,  that  good  bills 
were,  with  difficulty,  cashed  at  5  perce:it. 

The  issue  of  one  and  ttvo  pound  notes  by  the 
bank  of  England,  averages  .'50,000  pounds,  daily. 

T'le  bark  of  i'^n^land  lias  given  notice,  that  the 
money  advanced  by  the  b^nk  o  i  the  Omnium  lodg- 
ed there,  must  be  redeemed  by  the  12lh  of  Febru- 
ary. The  fimds  fell  in  consequence  a  halfper  cent. 

A  IJristol  paper  slates  that  a  df  p'!t.'»tion  will  be 
sent  by  p^overnment  to  the  pi-incess  of  Wales,  to 
negociatc  her  return  to  England,  "nootlier  person 
bearing  a  right  to  hf»!il  a  drawing  room."  The 
flulchess  of  York  had  been  talked  of  as  the  person 
possessed  of  this  very  imporuint  "riglit."  If  the 
princess  of  Wales  should  return  and  claim  it,  there 
will  be  much  "trouble  in  the  uipwam." 

A  meeting  o'"tlie  common  council  of  the  city  of 
London  h,is  been  held  (or  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  propriety  ofije'/itiouiner  p  irliament  to  revise  and 
alter  the  penal  code,  in  order  to  diminish  thenum- 
berof  capital  punishments  f'r  minor  oH'ences  .Mr. 
Elavel,  one  of  the  sp";<ker.5,  observed,  tliat  during 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII!.  twrj  thousand  persons  were 
executed  annua'.lv- 


It  the  court  of  exchequer,  several  mo'-e  convic- 
tions against  venders  of  imitative  tea,  coffee  and 
tobacco,  have  take  place.  Mr.  Cope,  a  grocer  in 
Leeds,  has  been  fine;!  1425/.  and  T,  &.  G.  Neeson, 
of  M..nch ester,  3000/. 

The  search  for  the  king's  jewels  bas  been  re- 
newed in  every  direction,  but  without  success;  the 
casket  which  cont.iined  them  has  been  found 
emnty. 

A  niortal  fever  still  prevails  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  the  amiable  governor  of  St. 
Helena,  it  is  said  is  apiointed  to  succeed  to  tlie 
gfovernment  of  Ceylon,  lately  legitimated  ^o  the  Bri- 
tish by  the  capture  and  transportation  of  its  native 
princes,  and  by  the  killing  off  of  their  adherents. 

Lord  Melville  is  spoken  as  governor  general  of 
Trn^in. 

London  pipers  of  the  25ih  Dec.  have  been  re- 
ceived. They  contain  nothing  important  except  a 
report  from  Spain,  saying  that  tlie  king— his  "ador- 
ed" majesty,  had  either  destroyed  himself,  or  been 
murdered,  or  had  absconded.  Though  a  crisis  in 
Spain  seems  to  be  at  hand,  we  do  not  put  any  reli- 
ance on  this  rumor;  believing  that  accounts  consi- 
derably later  have  been  received  direct  from  that 
country. 

L>rd  Elienborotiijh  and  sir  Pliilip  Francis  are 
dead.  Among  the  papers  of  the  lattf^r,  it  is  staled 
that  evid'^nce  exists  to  prove  that  he  was  ilie  au- 
then"  of  Jiinijts. 

FTIA'^CE. 

The  printers  and  publishers  of  the  two  editions 
of  general  Gourgan's  work,  entitled,  "Campayne 
de  1815,"  have  been  cited  to  appear  before  the 
judge  of  Instruction. 

In  France  there  are  upwarls  of  one  thousand 
schools  on  the  Lan;asterian  plan. 

SPAI?«. 

T,ist  week  we  liad  a  r^-port  th:tt  Ferdinand  was 
killed  or  missing — see  the  head  "England"  above. 
Tliis  report  is  contradicte  1;  hut  a  late  arrival  from 
Gibraltar    spates   that  liis  wife,  who  was  aboit  to 


lie 


di'=d  in  convulsions  o'l  the  2  1  of.lanuarv. 


A  tax,  ecjual  to  8s.  4d  sterlifig,  is  levied  up  >n  all 
persons,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners,  who  enieror 
depart  from  Spain. 

PKUSSIA. 

The  population  of  the  f  ussi-in  dominions  has 
been  lately  aicertained  to  u  iiount  to  IU,65S,000. 

NETHKUL.VXnS. 

The  persons  who  had  bf^en  arrested  at  Brussels, 
were,  on  the  5  h  December,  under  examination; 
they  were  charged  witli  "plots  tending  to  excite 
a  civil  war,  by  armi'ig  the  inliahi'ants  agxin^t  eac!i 
other,  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands." 

The  king  of  the  Ne'heriands  lias  forbidden  his 
ministers  to  present  him  with  any  project  whicii 
may  involve  any  increase  in  the  national  expendi- 
ture. 

ATSTRH. 

Madame  de  Stael's  work,  Cnn^i  leratimt  on  the 
French  liex'ohition,  has  been  prohibited  in  Austria. 

One  of  the  first  great  objects  to  be  submitted  to 
the  H^noverian  Diet  is  the  abolition  of  the  toi-ture 
in  judicial  examination. 


Present  fjofndalian  of  the    Hermnn  confederated  prhi- 
ces,  ULCordmrr  to  a  late  njjiciully  puhlisheil  li.st. 
Ausiria,  (inhabitants)  9.480.226     . 

Prussia,  7,9:3,439 

Sax-iiv,  1  2OO,OU0 

B.varia,  3.560,000 

JIaiiov.r,  1,305,3  j  I 
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Wurtemburg,  1,395,462 

Baden,  1,000,000 

Churhissia,  540,000 

Grand  Dvichy  Hessia,  619,500 

Holstein  and  Lauenburg',  2I4,0.t8 

Luxenihurg,  214  058 

iiiinswick,  209,600 

Meclenburg  Schwerin,  858,000 

Nassau,  302,769 

Saxony  Weimer,  201,000 

Snxpny-tiotha,  185,628 

Saxony  Coburg,  30,012 

Saxony-Meiningen,  54,400 

Saxony-ll.ldburghauser,  29,706 

Mecklenburg  Strelitz,  71,769 

Holstein-Oldenburg,  217,769 

Anbalt-Dessau,  52  947 

Anhalt-Bernburg,  37,046 

A^itialiCo'heu,  32,454 

SchwartzburgSoudershausen,  46  117 

Schv  artzburg  Kudnlstadr,  13.947 

MohenzoUern  Heehingen,  14  500 

Licbter.sieiii,  5  546 

H'llienz illeni  Sieginaiingen,  35,560 

Waldcck,  51,887 

Ueuss,  eldest  line,  22,255 

Rl'Upss,  youngest  iine,  52,205 

Schaumburg-Lippe,  24,000 

Lippe,  69062 

Iltssiallomburg,  20,000 

Lubec,  40,650 

rrar.cfbrf,  47,850 

Hiemen,  4!S,500 

Hamburg,  129,800 

Total,     30,094.050 
lldinhurir  Correspondent. 

THE   PLAGLTK, 

jRages  dreadfully  along  Uie  Barbary  coast.     Tbere 
were  407  deaths  by  it  at  Tangiers  in  20  days. 

WEST  INDIES. 

The  royal  revenues  of  the  island  of  Cuba  for  the 
year  ltil8,  according  to  the  official  .stalemems, 
amounted  to  the  enormous  8un\  of  §4,104,666!  — 
Wliat  might  his  delightful  island  become  under  a 
Wise  and  liberal  government! — fVttired  as  the  peo- 
ple now  are,  it  has  latterly  prospered  exceedingly. 


The  Editoi'  to  hi.s  Headers. 

Tl\e  present  nuuiber  concludes  the  I5th  V(  lume 
ef  the  Kegisteii — the  proper  title  page  and  index 
for  it,  wdl  be  delivered  with  the  2d  No.  of  our 
subsequent  volume,  and  the  large.si;ppi.EMENT  which 
is  priming  far  it  will  be  furnislied  shortly  after. 

In  tiie  coui  se  of  seven  years  publication,  tiie  odd 
day  ill  each  year  more  than  ,52  weeks,  has  advanc- 
ed the  period  of  our  volumes  one  week:  to  begm 
the  next  volume  in  March,  we  shoul,!  have  publish- 
ed a  gratuitous  number;  but  must  defer  it,  because 
the  present  volume,  much  heavier  than  any  we 
have  ever  printed,  will  already  be  too  large  when 
the  supplement  for  it  shall  be  added.  The  extra 
matter  contained  in  this  volume,  has  cost  the 
editor  at  least  six  hui.dred  dollars:  he  mentions 
this  only  to  excite  those  of  his  subscribers  wlio  are 
yet  in  arrears,  to  manifest  an  equal  spirit  of  arcom- 
modalion.  Various  cause.* — the  derangement  of 
the  currency  in  some  parts  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  the  common  scarcity  of  money  in  almost  every 
part,  with  other  circumstances  not  needful  to  men- 
tion, have  caused  a  remarkable  accumulation  of 
debts  that  became  due  to  liim  in  the  last  six  months 
— butjiow  iie  hopes  that  the  most  of  them  will  be 


speedily  settled,  enabling  him  to  pursue  his  way  re- 
joicing. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  this  work  has  presented  a  more  mono- 
tonous appearance  than  it  ever  did  before,  for  so 
great  a  length  of  time.  We  have  not  been  without 
unpleasant  feelings  on  this  account — the  world  is 
(iinA  of  variety,  and  we  also,  desire  a  little  of  it — 
yet,  we  are  more  zealous  te  be  useful  hereafter 
than  to  contribute  to  present  amusement.  Still,  a 
quantity  of  matter  that  must  be  inserted— (reports, 
debates,  messages  and  speeches,  &c.  &c.  with  ma- 
ny original  articles  on  various  subject."?,)  lies  over^ 
to  enrich  the  supplement  for  this  volume,  or  to  be 
embodied  in  the  regular  work 

Amidst  all  the  distresses  of  the  times,  and  the 
secret  opposition  of  some  powerful  persons  whom 
the  truth  has  offended,  tliotigh  our  practice  ha^ 
been  "principles,  not  men"~the  Hegisteu  bas 
maintained  -a  steady  increase  of  its  circulation,  and 
been  the  i^iedium  ol  conveying  to  the  />f o/j/e  many 
mo'iienlous  things,  which,  before  its  establish- 
ment, were  in  the  hands  of  a  few — and,  at  a  very 
cheap  rate — the  doruments  alone,  contained  in  this 
volume,  would  probably  cost  from  10  to  12  dol- 
lars, if  purchased  as  they  are  usually  printed: 
hence,  perhaps  it  is,  that  this  work,  seems  to  have 
acquired  a  standing  in  the  public  estimation,  be- 
yond the  hopes  or  deserts  of  its  editor.  Yet  wi:ti 
this  stimulant,  he  cannot  promise  to  do  any  thing 
more  in  the  future,  than  he  endeavoured  to  do  in 
the  past — but,hy  permission  of  Divine  PI(OVIDE^CE, 
will  continue  to  use  his  exertions  to  conduct  this 
paper  as  heretofore — according  to  the  impulses  of 
his  own  mind  and  conscience,  too  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge any  earthly  master;  though  liable  to 
misispprehensio'  s  of  facts,  as  well  as  to  weaknesses 
in  their  application;  :«nd  suffering  severely  from  the 
want  of  that  fervid  eloquence  and  classic  diction 
with  which  a  work  so  favored  as  this  is,  ought  to  be 
distinguished;  notwitlistanding  its  chief  purpose  is, 
tliat  it  may  become  a  b  ok  of  reference. 

Having,  as  we  hope,  nearly  finished  our  pact 
against  the  "paper  system"  generally,  and  believ- 
ing that  the  people  are  prepared  to  do  theirs,  we 
trust  that  we  shall  feel  it  right  to  take  a  formal 
l<='ave  of  it,  as  soon  as  we  can  get  room  for  a  vale- 
dictory view  of  the  subject.  Whether  what  we 
have  sai<l  about  it  was  to  the  purpose  or  not  to 
the  purpose,  we  claim  this  credit— ihat  the  editor 
i^as,  on  personal  responsibility,  said  more  upon 
it  than  perhaps,  any  other  man.  Happily  for  him, 
the  public  sided  with  him — had  it  been  otherwise, 
his  ruiii  was  certain.  .Mercy  or  justice  may  as 
well  be  expected  of  a  tvger  in  the  desert,  pantine; 
to  flake  his  thirst  in  blood,  as  from  unknown,  and 
i  responsible  associations  of  were  money-makers 
"  Corporations  have  no  soiih" 

Among  the  leading  topics  proposed  to  be  dis- 
cu-istd  in  the  next  volimie,  is  a  serious  examina- 
tion of  the  business  of  lotteries,-  and  an  attempt  to 
ascertain  what  can  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  our  colored populuiiun,  especially  the  slaves. 
No  one  supposes,  or  if  so,  turns  with  horror  from 
the  idf^a,  t:at  this  description  of  persons,  must 
forever  remain  as  they  are.  If  it  can  be  shewn  that 
it  is  the  inieresi  of  the  master  to  treat  his  slave 
kindly,  and  bring  hiv  mind  to  act  as  well  as  his  per- 
son—not retaining  him  as  a  mere  ivoi king-machine 
— these  unfortunate  beings  may  be  prepared  for  h 
much  belter  state  than  they  are  in  now — though 
the  period  of  their  entiie  emancipation  may  be  ve- 
ry distant.  We  ulso  expect  to  say  more  upon 
eduMtion  than  beretofort;  and  gUdly  resume  stn 
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Ttilics  ai.il  po'itical  economy.  Il  is  not  pro. able  that 
any  incident  will  speedily  occur  to  lead  us  into 
politicul  discussions — but  if  so,  we  trust  that  we 
shall  be  fi)und  on  the  side  of  country,  unfettered  by 
party,  as  in  past  titnes.  Speculation  in  politics — ;o 
put  one  man  out  and  another  man  in,  unless  some 
priBciple  be  involved  in  the  matter,  is  as  much  to 
be  deprecated  as  speculations  in  banks,  and  equ*!- 
ly  detrimental  to  the  public  good. 


fTj^Speakin^  of  EiiucATfojr,  we  are  naturally  re- 
minded of  a  delightful  exhibition  that  we  had  ac- 
cidentally the  pleasure  to  witness,  at  Asbury  col- 
lege, in  Baltimore,  some  months  ago,  and  about 
the  system  of  which  we  ever  since  desit^ned  to  say 
something.  The  facts  were,  that  a  considerable 
number  of  boys,  from  14  to  16  years  of  age,  who 
iiad  been  studying  mathematics,  in  ihe  extensive 
meaning  of  the  term,  from  9  months  to  a  year,  de- 
monstrated with  astonishing  facility,  several  hun- 
dreds, we  believe,  of  the  mosl  difficul?  problems, 
and  gave  their  answers  in  a  manner  which  shewed 
that  they  understood  what  they  said — nnd  those 
boys,  as  we  were  informed,  had  in  that  time  also 
chiefly  learned  to  read  Latin,  in  many  books  up  to 
Juvenal  and  (^icero,  and  Greek  in  Zenophon,  Homer 
and  Longinus!  A  regular  examination  takes  place 
next  week,  to  which  parents  and  otheis  are  in- 
vited. We  see  wli&t  Lancaster  has  done  by  sys- 
tem in  \.he  rudiments  of  education;  and  are  con- 
vinced that  a  similar  attentit^n  to  the  "science 
of  the  human  mind,"  will  produce  the  happiest  ef- 
fects, as  to  the  higher  brxnches.  The  great  duty 
of  a  teacher  is  to  learn  his  pupil  -to  t/niifc:  accord- 
ing to  the  old  plan,  it  was  enough  if  he  remembere/I. 

Bank  of  England  notes.  So  numerous  are  the 
counterfeits  on  this  bank,  and  so  completely  are  the 
people  disgusted  with  the  e.^ecutions  tliat  have 
taken  place  to  support  the  "paper  ststem,"  that, 
on  the  6th  and  7th  of  December  last,  the  juries  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  in  fouv  succeeding  instances,  re- 
fused to  convict  certain  persons  for  uttering  forged 
notes,  though  it  appeared  that  they  had  dealt  pret- 
ty largely  in  them,  and  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
was  deci.-iive  that  the  facts  alleged  were   proved! 

"Thu;;,  (says  the  Courier  of  the  8th  Dec.)  is  this 
great  corporation  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
law." 

Onr  own  banks.  If  we  were  to  notice  all  the  pro 
ceedings  that  are  going  on  in  the  different  states, 
with  a  view  to  correct  our  own  paper  system,  we 
should  not  have  room  for  any  thing  else.  The  results 
shall  be  attended  to,  as  we  hear  of  them.  In  Ohio,  a 
state  bank  is  talked  of — probably  as  an  engine  to 
annihilate  her  too  numerous  local  banks;  but 
whether  any  increase  of  paper-money-making  es 
tablishments  at  this  time,  however  judiciously 
planned  they  may  appear  to  be,  will  prove  benefi- 
cial, is  a  very  serious  enquiry. 


Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  is  understood  that 
Langdon  Cheves,  of  Charleston,  will  ^e  elected 
president  of  this  institution,  if  he  consents  to 
accept  of  the  oiHce — though  he  may  meet  with  con- 
siderable opposition,  judging  by  what  we  learn 
from  Philadelphia. 

Messrs.  John  Connelly,  Nicholas  Biddle,  and 
John  Steel,  of  Philadelphia,  Walter  H  iv.ne,  of 
New  York,  and  John  M'Kim,  jun.  of  Baltimore, 
have  been  appointed  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
U  S.  on  behalf  of  the  government. 


I      The  Boston  anfl  X  -  >•  York  memori  ]•■-  nhont  the 

' '■'.ink  of   'he    United  States,    topeth'-r  wih    Mr. 

George  Wi'liams's,  vindicating  his  conduct,  shall 

be  inserted  as  soon  as  we  can  make  room  for  them. 


Mr.  Spencer,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  United  Slates  bank, 
is  personally  assailed  by  several  anonymous  w.i- 
t -rs  There  must  be  ten  assortment  of  persons  to 
raske  up  a  wo  Id— and  "defend  me  from  my  friends" 
is  as  good  a  saying  now  as  it  ever  was— as  some  of 
the  advocates  of  x.he  proceedings  of  that  institution 
may  find  to  their  sorrow. 


CONGRESS. 

The  vice  pr;  sifle^t  of  me  U.  S.  retired  from  his 
seat  in  the  senate  on  Monday  las  ,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session,  and  Mr  Birbour,  of  V&.  was 
chosen  president  pro  tempore  of  that  b-niv. 

On  JVIonday  last,  a  decision  ook  place  in  a  com. 
mittee  of  t'ne  whole  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
.vhich  (as  observes  tlie  National  Intelligencer,)  if 
confirmed  by  the  house,  may  be  expected  to  have 
.in  iniportant  bearing  on  the  political  relations  of 
the  several  states,  ai^d  t.)  have  a  wider  scojie  of 
operation  than,  on  the  face  of  it,  would  be  suppos- 
ed. It  was,  to  annex  a  restriction  on  the  embryo 
state  of  Missouri,  from  admitting  into  the  consti- 
tution which  the  people  are  to  be  suthoriztd  to 
form,   the  recognition  of  the  principle   of  slavery. 

On  Tuesday— X.\\e  whole  of  the  amendmc.ts  made 
in  committee  of  tlie  wliole  were  agreed  to,  with  the 
exception  of  that  which  prohibits  slavery  or  invo- 
luntary servitude  in  the  proposed  s'ate. 

On  this  question  the  debate  -.vhich  commenced 
yesterday  was  renewed,  and  pros'^cuted  with  con- 
siderable s;'irit.  Messrs.  Sou,  Colston,  Tallmadgc, 
Storrs,  Taylor,  Simkius,  JMills  Spc»cer,  H  hnes,  Bar- 
(toa;\  Campbell  of  O'. 10,  Butler  of  Lou.  Ttrry  and 
Beecher  taking  part  in  it. 

After  along  debate  on  the  subject,  the  questioa 
was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  firs:  member  of  the 
proposed  amendinent,  in  the  following  words: 

" Tliat  the  further  introduction  of  slavery,  or  in- 
voluntary servitude,  be  prohibited,  except  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  full)  co.  vie  ed." 

On  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  fol- 
low: 

YE  AS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen.  Ms.  An(3prson,  Pa.  Barbour  Ohio, 
Batemaii,  Btrtelier.  Btiiiiett,  Boden,  Campbill  Clagt-tt,  Conistock, 
Crat'ts,Ciishnian,Darlington.Dake.Elliott,Folger,  Full-  r.Guge,  Gil- 
bert, Hale,  Hall,  Del.  Hasbrouck.  Hendricks.  Herkimer, Htrrick, 
Hiester,  Hiichcook,  Hopkijison,  Hosutter.  Hubbard,  Hiiiiter.  Hunt- 
ingdon, Irv.ng.  X.  Y.  Kii\s(  ,  KirUand,  Lawyer,  Liiieohi^inn,  Li- 
vtrmnre,  W.  .Maclay.W.  P.  .Maelay.  Marchaiid,  vlason,  R.  1.  Mer- 
rill, Mills.  Hdbt.  Moore.SainucI  Moore,  Mortc.i.Moseley.  Murray, 
Jcr.  Nelson,  Oglt,Orr, Palmer,  Patteison.  Pawling,  Pilkin,  Kice, 
Ritli,  Ricliards,  Rogers,  RnggUs,  Sampson.  Savage,  Schuyler, 
Scuddrr,  Sergeant,  Sherwood,  Silsliy,  Southar!.  Spencer.  Tall- 
niadge,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Townstnd,  Upham,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Wcsterlo.  Vliiteside,  Wilkin.  Williams,  Conn.  Wil- 
liams, N.  Y.  Wilson,  Mass.  Wilsim.  Pen.  — 87. 

NAYS.  Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson.  Ky.  Austin.  Ball.  Barbour, 
Va.  Bassi  tt,Bayley,  Bloomfidd.  Blount,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Lou.  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Cruger.  Culbreth.  Davidson,  Desha,  Ed- 
wards, Ervin,  S.  C.  Fisher,  Garnett,  Hall,  N.  C.  Harrison,  Holmes, 
Johnson,  Va.  Johnson,  Ky.  Jones, Lewis.  LittU-,  Lowndes,  M  Lane, 
J)el.  M'Lean.  UI.M'Coy,  Mnrr,  Mason,  Mass.  Middleton,  H.Nel- 
son, T.  M.Nelson  Nesbit',  New,  Ncwton,  Ogden.  Owen,Parrott, 
Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed, Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, RohertsoH.Sawyer,  Settle.  Shaw,  Si  nkins,Slocunih.  S.  Smith, 
Bal.  Smith.  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S  Smith,  Speed.  Stewart.  N.  C. 
Storrs,  Stuart,  Md.  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  3.  C. 
Tyler,  Walker, N.  C.  Walker,  Ky.  Williams,  N.  C— 76. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
second  member  of  the  said  amendment,  which  is  in 
the  foUov.  Ing  wor  Is: 

"And  that  all  children  bom  within  the  said  statc> 
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after  tlie  admission  thereof  into  the  Union,  shall  be 

free  at  the  age  of  25  years." 

On  which  question  the  vote   was,    by  yeas   and 

nays,  as  follows: 

For  the  said  second  part  S2 

Against  it  78 

So  the  whole  of  the  amendments,  as  proposed  by 

Mr.  TaUmacls^e  were  agreed  to. 
Some  other  amendments  having  been  made  to  ihe 

bill- 
Mr.  Slorrs  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  says  thui  the  new  state  shall  be  admitted  in 
to  the  ui  ion  on  an  equal  fijoting  iiiith  the  original 
states.  Alter  ihe  vote  just  taken,  Mr.  S.  said,  there 
was  a  manifest  inconsistency  in  retaining  this  pro- 
vision. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Desha, 
Colli'  and  Rhea,  to  shew  why  ihey  should  now  vote 
against  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  Pitkin  on  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Ky  greatly  as 
they  had  been  opposed  to  the  insertion  of  the  pro- 
vision, wliich  had  been  so  much  deNated,  yet  pr^  - 
ferred  taking  the  bill  as  it  siood,  to  rejecting  i^. 

The  question  on  orderi;Tg  the  bill  to  be  engros- 
sed ft'r  a  th.ird  reading  was  then  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  '.'8  to  56. 

Among  the  petitions  received  and  referred  by 
the  senate,  on  Tuesday  last,  was  one,  presented  by 
Mr.  King,  fiom  Uie  stockholders  of  the  bank  of 
tiie  United  S;ates  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
deprecating  the  abrogation  of  the  bank  charter, 
and  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted  by 
congress  to  restore  the  bank  to  the  confidence  of 
the  public. 

It  appears  from  some  proceedings  in  the  senate 
on  U'ednpsd.'iy,  that  the  committee  to  whom  tlie 
subject  war.  inferred  may  yet  be  expected  to  report 
on  the  Seminole  war! 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  Missowt 
into  a  state,  as  amended,  passed  the  house  or: 
Wednesday — but  when  the  bill  came  up  to  provide 
for  a  territorial  government  for  the  southern  part 
of  the  present  territory,  {Arkansas  county)  the 
committtee  of  the  whole  refused,  80  to  69,  to  in- 
sert a  ])rovision  forbidding  the  introduction  of 
slaves.  [This  iiowever,  from  subsequent  proceed- 
ings, still  appe.irs  to  be  partially  undecided.]  The 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Alabama  to  form  a 
constitution,  &c.  was  considerably  progressed  in. 

'I'he  following  curious  petition  has  been  pre- 
sented,read  andrefersed  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures. 

I'he  memorial  of  Benjamin  Dearborn  of  Rosto.i, 
represents  tiiat  he  has  devised  in  theory,  a  moile 
of  propelling  wiieel  carriages  in  a  manner  proba- 
bly  unknown  in  any  country,  and  has  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied his  own  mind  of  the  practicability  of  con 
veying  mails  and  passengers  with  such  celerity  a.*^ 
has  never  before  been  accomplishe<l,  and  in  com- 
plete security  from  robberies  on  the  highway. 

For  obt  ining  these  results,  he  relies  on  carria- 
ges propelled  by  .".team  on  level  rail  roads;  and 
contemplates  furnishing  them  with  accommndati 
ons  for  passengers  to  take  tkeir  meals  and  their 
rest  during  the  pass;ige,  as  in  a  packet,  that  they 
be  sufiiciently  high  for  persons  to  walk  in  without 
stooping,  and  so  capacious,  as  to  contain  20,  30, 
or  more  passengers,  and  their  baggage. 

The  inequalities  of  the  earth's  surface,  wlil  re- 
quire levels  of  various  elevations  in  the  rad  road; 
and  your  memorialist  has  devised  means  which  he 
believes  will  be  completely  effectual  for  lifting  the 


carriage  by  the  inherent  power  of  its  machinery 
from  one  level  to  another,  as  also  for  the  passage 
of  carriages  by  eacli  other  on  the  same  road,  and 
he  feels  confident  that  whenever  such  an  establish- 
ment is  advanced  to  its  most  improved  state,  the 
carriage  will  move  with  a  rapidity  at  least  equal  to 
a  mile  in  three  minutes 

Protection  from  assailants  will  be  ins'ired,  not 
only  by  the  celerity  of  movement,  but  by  weapons 
of  defence  belonging  to  the  carriage,  and  always 
kept  ready  in  it,  to  be  wielded  by  the  number  oC 
passep.gers  constantly  travelling  in  this  spacious 
vehicle,  in  which  they  may  stand  erect,  and  act  in 
their  own  defence. 


The  expected  debate  about  tlie  bank  of  the  United 
St.itps,  commenced  on  Thursday,  on  the  several  re- 
solu'ions  offered  by  messrs.  Trimble,  Jofinson,  of 
Va.  and  Spencer.  We  have  not  time  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  it  at  present.  Mfssrs.  .Tohnson,  of  Va. 
Spencer  and  i'iiidall,  severally  spoke  on  the  subject; 
and  Mr.  L  )wndes  intimated  a  desire  then  to  ad- 
dress the  committee,  if  disposed  to  hear  him;  but 
it  being  late,  the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
g;Fs-,  &c.  Nothing  occurred  indicative  of  any  re- 
sult. 

The  Seminole  rear.  The  yeas  and  n.iys  on  the 
several  questions  regarding  the  Seminole  war,  shew 
that  it  was  made  more  a/ffn-/^' question  of  in  congress 
than  some  have  supposed.  W'>en  we  bring  up  our 
journal  of  [jroceedings,  we  shall  designate  the  facts 
more  particularly,  for  reference-sake.  There  are 
only  abou'  38  *  f-;i!er  lis  s,"  in  the  present  house  of 
represeniative«,  of  whom  35  voted  on  the  first  ques- 
tion taken — thirty  of  these  were  against  general 
Jackson. 

The  long  debate  on  this  subject  consumed  so 
long  a  time,  that  much  business  important  to  the 
pviblic,  and  a  great  number  of  private  claims.must 
lie  over,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  people,  and 
perhaps,  the  ruin  of  some  honest  claimants — who 
have  spent  nom  25  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of 
their  claims  in  attend i:.g  to  urge  them  forward,  in 
numerous  cases  it  may  be,  where  there  is  no  sort  of 
doubt  about  the  propriety  of  their  payment — and 
merely  for  the  want  of  time,  or  of  the  will,  to  ex- 
afTiine  lliem.  Srrch  things  »iight  not  to  be  suffered — 
they  are  highly  detrimental  to  the  honor  fif  our  countr^^ 


An  erior  of  a  word  in  the  report  of  the  remarks 
of  .Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.  on  his  mo. ion  respecting  the 
bank. of  the  United  Stales,  oa  Tuesday,  [see  last 
No.  Reristkh,  page  463  ]  gives  an  incorrect  view 
of  one  of  liis  arguinems^  Mr.  J  was  understood, 
from  lieari:ig  him  indistinctly,  to  speak  of  a  "mo- 
ral or  political  corporation;"  but  he  said  that  wlien- 
ever  any  person  or  body,  either  mora!  or  political, 
sh.dl  presume  to  violate  the  laws  of  t!ie  country, 
let  the  corrective,  exemplary  punishment,  be  ap- 
plied. J^ut.  Int. 

CHIIOMCLE. 

General  Jackson  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on 
Monday  evening  las',  and  was  expecied  to  partake 
of  public  dinner  there  oii  Thursday  following. 
During  hi.«  short  stay  in  BaMn-ore,  there  was  al- 
most a  continued  snow  sloiTi);  he  was  waited*tspor), 
however,  by  great  numbers  of  our  most  respecta- 
ble citizens,  and  it  is  understood  that  he  will  make 
a  linger  stoppage  on  his  return,  when  som  -  tes- 
timony of  the  public  respect  will  be  offer,  d  to 
hiin. 

The  general  visited  the  Olympic  theatre  in  Phi- 
ladelphia—the very  ring  m  whi&h  tbe  etjuestrian 
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exercises  are  performed  was  filled  with  men  and 
w;.men!  When  he  made  his  ap[)earance,  there  were 
shouis  of  applause  that  shewed  how  abundant  was 
the  love  of  the  people  for  the  saviour  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

The  JVational  liitelligencer  of  Tuesday  last  says 
—  We  vinderstand,  that,  at  a  late  period,  it  was  de- 
termined to  launch  the  ship  gf  the  line,  building  at 
ihe  navy  yard  here,  before  the  adjoin-nment  of  con 
gress,  in  consequence  of  a  desire  expressed  on  the 
part  of  the  members.  Great  efforts  have,  in  conse- 
quence, been  made  to  get  her  ready;  and,  to  give 
un  idea  of  the  extraoi'dinary  exertions  of  the  me- 
chanics to  accomplish  the  object,  we  can  state,  tliat 
on  Friday  last,  at  1  o'clock,  they  commenced 
coppering  the  ship's  bottom,  and  finished  it  at  the 
same  hour  the  next  day.  This  is  an  instance  of 
expedition  which  perhaps  was  never  equalled  m 
any  nalitm. 

JW-w  York  claims.  It  appears  that  the  United 
States  are  willing  to  allow  to  this  stale  a  larj^e 
amount  fur  military  services  performed  during  ihe 
iaie  war,  by  having  advanced  a  considerable  sum 
as  part  payment  iliereof,  though  tlie  accounts  have 
not  been  liquidated.  It  will  be  recollected  that, 
tiianks  to  the  energy  of  the  then  governor  and  peo- 
ple of  this  stale,  no  hesitation  was  manifested,  on 
any  occasion,  to  refuse  a  co-operation  against  .he 
common  enemy  ot  our  country . 

Virginia  may  be  said  lo  mourn  the  loss  of  'gen. 
Mason.  What  a  pity,  that  such  a  man  as  he  was 
should  have  lefius  uncalled  for  by  his  God,  or  his 
coumry! 

Mr.  Bagot,  the  Hrilish  minister  is  about  to  re- 
turn home.  Mr.  Antj'obus,  secretary  of  legation,  is 
to  remain  as  charge  des  affaires. 

John  Conard  is  appointed  by  the  president,  with 
the  consent  of  the  senate,  to  be  mjrohal  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Peinsylvarda,  vice  6'.  D.  Ingham, 
who  declined  accepting  the  app  tiniment. 

TUe  supreme  court,  of  Ihe  U.  S.  is  now  in  session 
at  Washington  ciy,  in  ihe  splendid  room  provided 
for  it  in  the  capitol.  The  court  is  busily  eng.iged, 
and  has  made  several  very  impuriaut  deciaions — 
some  particulars  of  which  v/e  expect  to  detail 
when  received.        , 

General  IViUiam  jW L  tosh,  the  celebrated  Indian 
warrior,  attended  by  several  otiier  chiefs  and  war- 
riors, is  at  present  on  a  visit  to  the  seal  of  govern 
inent. 

The  great  wja?7  between  Pliiladelphia  and  Balti- 
more, is  to  be  Carried  by  the  Union  sleam  boat  line 
afier  the  1st  of  April  next. 

A  Canala  p;tper  intun.ai- s  that  Mr.  Monroe,  be- 
iw^friglitiiudby  the  threats  o/'.V/ a;//,so  easily  resign- 
ed the  C0i;quests  of  the  ^'gallant  genercd,"  as  tlie 
editor  ironically  calls  gen.  Jackson,  i-'rightened 
by  S(>ain! — "iliat's  a  good  one." 

^Vm.  Cobbett  has  again  had  a  memorial  before 
the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  remune- 
ration of  a  tine.  Sec.  incurred  when  he  edited  "Por- 
cupine's (i^zette."     It  lias  been  aj,aiii  rt-ji^cud. 

A  law  has  just  been  passed  by  ilie  legislature  of 
Penn.sylvania  and  approved  by  Uie  governor,  which 
enacts,  Tlial  no  feiiuUe  s'lall  be  urrenttd  or  im/jvisoiied 
for  or  by  reason  of  any  dchl  coniracied  utier  tl«e 
passing  ot  Ihe  act. 

'I'lic  aiinivtrsary  of  ine  8tli  of  January  was  cele- 
brated in  the  cily  of  New  Urleatis,  by  a  sjilendid 
military  parade,  by  religious  solemniiie*,  and  b\ 
the  discharge  ofariillery.  Among  the  incidents  of 
llie  day  w.is  the  public  i/resentatiun,  to  major  ge- 
neral Uipley,  of  u  sword  voted  lo  iiun  by  lue  stale 
'd"  New  V'oikj  and  the    laying  of  the  corner  sione 


of  ne  firsi    Prfsbyterian  church,    by    the  severaj 
masonic  lodges,  8ic. 

Baltimore.  On  Monday  last,  our  much  beloved 
fellow  ciiizen,  capr.  George  Stile  ,  resigned  the 
the  mayorality  of  this  city,  in  consecjuence  of  se- 
vere ill  health.  Tlie  electors  met  the  next  day, 
and  Edward  Johnson,  esq.  formerly  mayor,  was 
chosen  to  succeed  him.     Particulars  hereafter. 

J\''t'^u  Yorlc.     The  returns  lately  published  of  the 
militia  of  New  York,  give  the  following  angregates: 
I.fantry  109.274 

Heavy  artillery  7,326 

Ligiitdo.  75i 

Cavalry  1.142 


118,496  men. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  now  a  senator  of  the  Uni>ed  States 
from  Gtorgia,  has  been  apoointed  env  >y  extraordi- 
nary aid  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Sp:dn,  vice 
Geo.  W.  Erviiig,  esq.  who  has  reques'ed  permis- 
sisn  to  return  home. 

J^'etv  Hampshire.  Gov.  Plumer,  who  has  so  long 
and  so  benefi-rialK  presided  over  New  Hampslure, 
having  declined  a  re-election,  Samuel  Bell,  esq.  has 
been  named  as  his  successor. 

Franklin  Fund.  The  UOOl.  bequeathed  by  Dr. 
Fraukiin  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  lent  out  to  young 
mechanics,  now  amounts  to    ^15,774  28. 

Portuguese  Consuls. —  The  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  acknowledged  Ph'.lip  Mareti,  as  Por- 
tuguese vice  consul  for  the  states  of  New  Hsaip- 
shire  and  Massachusetts — John  ViUghan,  as  ditto 
for  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  West  J-rsey;  and 
S.  B.  Nones,  as  ditto,  for  the  State  of  Viri^inia. 

The  Portlai.d  Argus  states,  that  Capt.  Stoddard 
jr.  of  llingh;im,  had  been  coi  victed  of  knowingly 
entering  on  board  of  his  vessel  as  one  of  ilie  crew, 
a  deserter  from  the  United  Stat^-s  service — and  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  one  mo.ith,  and  p^iy  a  fine 
ofjjU  dollars  and  piy  cos's 

All  the  mail  robbers  have  acknowledged  their 
guilt.  The  gri^ Hter  part  of  the  money  and  bills 
that  they  carried  off  has  been  recovered.  A  quan- 
tity had  been  deposi'cd  by  them  in  a  hollow  tree, 
not  far  from  the  scene  of  of  action. 

Major  generals  Brown  and  Macomb  are  now  at 
the  seat  of  government. 

Internal  improvement.  The  route  for  a  Canal  be- 
tween Seneca  hdce  and  the  Tioga  river  has  been 
explored;  and  it  is  found  that  an  abundant  supply 
of  water  m!<y  be  obtained  on  th"  summit  level. 

Tlie  United  States. — A  Bri  ish  writer,  spe'^king 
of  the  Congress  at  Aix-la  Chapclle,  concludes  a* 
follows: 

'•O.ie  power  only  appears  to  form  no  object  of 
the  contemplations  '  f  the  Congress,  and  yet,  per- 
hap.s,  (.here  is  none  whose  present  attitude  and  fur- 
ther pro.spects  the  Legitimates  should  keep  more 
in  view — we  mean  ihe  U.iited  States  of  America. 
Wliilst  European  statesn.en  are  in  close  cabinet, 
arranging  their  political  bargains,  those  of  Ameri- 
ca are  aiming  at  the  glorious  objects  of  naiional 
inilependi'nce  and  coir.merci-al  success.  'J'/i^y,  alone, 
rank  in  importance  at  this  nioment  luith  the  ^iutocrnt 
of  Russia.  For,  whilst  circumstances  promise  hnn 
the  prepnnder.ince  in  the  territorial  rule  of  Europe 
— the  .\nit'ricans  emulate  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  s«as.  I'lieir  succiss  is  progres- 
sive and  unquestionable,  ami  whilst  their  interfer- 
ence in  the  coniests  which  dis'ract  tl.eir  neighborr 
ing  con' inent  becomes  more  mild  and  unobtrusive, 
they  strengtlien  apace  in  their  claims  to  thai  nc"" 
traliiy  on  which  their  commercj&l  interests  will 
require  tf>  be   ouiuled." 
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Military  Pensions. 

Ifav  Department,  Pension  office,  March  23,  1819. 
An  act  of  congress  of  the  third  of  the  presen* 
month,  requires  that  an  examination  shall  be  had 
biennially  of  all  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United 
States,  except  where  the  pension  shall  have  been 
originally  granted  for  a  total  disability,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  other  cause  which 
canuot  either  in  whole  or  in  part  be  removed— 

escepiing  also,  those  invalid  pensioners  of  the  re- 1  of  application  lor  the  paymt-nt 
volution,  who  have,  since  the  passage  of  the  law  of  -e-'  ':^^:r^S::^ 
the  18lh  of  xM^ircb,  1818,  availed  themselves  of  the 

provisions  of  that  act. 

Notice  is  therefore  given,  that  the  subjoined  blank 
form  of  a  certificate  for  the  examining  physicians 
or  surgeons,  is  hereby  directed  to  be  observed  in 
ill  cases  embraced  by  the  law  of  the  third  instnnt. 

The  annexed  table,  showing  the  amount  of  pay 
for  each  grade  of  pensioners,  according  to  the  ratic 
of  disability,  will  enable  the  examining  physicians 
or  surgeons  to  ascertain,  by  referring  to  the  certi- 
ficate of  pensions,  the  degree  of  disability  for  which 
the  pension  was  originally  granted. 

Approved,  J.  C  CALHOUN, 

Secretary  of  war. 


And  further,  that  the  degree  of  disahility  under  which  he  lahors 
at  present,  is  [one-half,  one-third,  as  the  case  may  be]  being;  [here 
state  the  degree  or  insert  the  word  not]  less  than  thi:  original  degree 
of  disability  for  which  he  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

Sworn    and  subscribed     to    before     me") 
this day  of .  A,  B.  J 

I  certify,  that  the  deponents  are  credible") 
persons.  A.  B.  3 


We  the  subscribers,  practising  physicians  [or  surgeons,  as  the 

caie  may  be]  of  the  town  [county  or  city]  of do   hereby 

certify,  that,  after  a  careful  examination  in  the  case  of who  ' 


An  act  regulating  the  payment  to  invalid  pensioners. 
Beit  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled.  That  in  all  cases 

of  pensions  to  invalids,  under  the 
g  pensions  to  invalids,  the  aflidavit 
whose  credibility  as  such  shall  be 
certified  by  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  affidavit  is  made,  stat- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  disablilty  for  which  the  pension  was 
originally  granted,  (desciibirg  it.)  and  the  rate  of  such  disability 
at  the  time  of  making  the  affidavit,  shall  accompany  the  applica- 
tion of  the  first  payment  which  shall  fall  due  after  tht-  fourth  day 
of  March  next,  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  thereafter;  and 
if,  in  a  case  of  continued  disability,  it  shall  be  stated  at  a  rate  below 
that  for  which  the  pension  was  originally  granted,  thw  applicant 
shall  only  be  paid  at  the  rale  stated  in  the  affidavit:  Provided, 
That  where  the  pension  shall  have  been  originally  granted  for  a 
total  disability,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  other 
cause  which  cannot  either  in  whole  or  in  part  be  removed  the 
above  affidavit  shall  be  necessary  to  entitl(»  tlie  applicmt  to  pay- 
ment: And  provided  also.  That  this  act  shall  not  extmd  to  tiie 
invalids  of  the  revolution,  who  have  been,  or  shall  bi»,  placi-d  on 
the  list,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  cjjigress,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engage  d  in  the  land  and  navy  service  of  the 
United  StatPS. in  the  rfvidutionary  war,"  approved  th.- eightrentii 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  iiuudreU 
and  eighteen. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  houst-  of  representatives. 
■TAS.  BARBOUR, 
President  of  the  senate,  pro-tempore. 
March  3,  1319— Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


now  on  the  pension  roll  of  the  state  of— we  are  of  opinion  that 
his  disability  does  [still,  or  not,  as  the  case  may  be]  continue.  [Here 
describe  it.] 

A  TABLE, 

Showing  the  amotmt  of  pav  for  each  gride  of  pensioners,  according  to  the  ratio  of  disability 


Degree  of  dis- 

Lieut. 

1st 

2d 

3d 

Non-commissi- 

ability. 

col. 

Major. 

Captain. 

Lieut. 

Lieut, 

Lieut. 

Ensign. 

oned  officer,  mu- 
sician, or  private 

soldier. 

Total, 

S30  OU 

S25  00 

§20  00 

S17  00 

S15  00 

%U  00 

§13  GO 

S8  00 

Three  fourths. 

22  5'J 

18  75 

15  00 

12  75 

11  IS 

10  50 

9  75 

6  00 

Two-thirds, 

2U  OU 

16  662  3 

13  331-3 

11  3313 

10  00 

9  331-3 

8  66  2-3 

5  331-3 

One-half, 

15  00 

12  50 

10  00 

8   50 

7  50 

7  00 

6  50 

4  00 

One-third, 

10  00|       8  331-3 

6  662-3 

5  662  5 

5  00 

4  66  2-3 

4  3312 

2  662-3 

One-fourth, 

7  50 

I       6  25 

5  00 

4  25 

3  75 

3  50 

3  25 

2  00 

Note. — The  highest  pension  aliovved  is  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel.     All  grades  below  that 
rank,  and  not  included  in  the  above  table,  receive  allowances  proportioned  to  their  monthly  pay. 


A  Picture  for  the  Duellist. 

The  following  remarks  are  highly  inteiesting  in 
amoral  sense  of  view;  and  will  be  read  with  feel- 
ings of  strong  sen.sibility.  They  were  delivered  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Barbovr, 
while  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Morril,  of  N.  H.  for 
punishing  the  seconds  in  the  late  murderous  duel, 
was  under  consideration: — 

Mr.  President — The  event  to  which  the  resolu- 
tion relates,  has  filled  me  with  the  deepest  afflic- 
tion. I  claim  the  melancholy  privilege  of  being  the 
chief  mourner  here.  Mason  was  my  friend — a  long 
and  intimate  acquaintance  ripened  into  a  sincere 
friendship  by  an  associaiioii  in  this  body  fur  several 
years,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  apprecia  ing  his 
distinguished  worth.  Virginia  loved  him  as  one 
of  her  favorite  sons;  in  war  her  shield — lier  orna- 
msnt  in  peace.     With  h'.^r  the  very  name  had  been 


consecrated  to  patriotisnn,  through  successive  ge- 
nerations. Its  lustre  lost  nothing  in  the  person  of 
the  deceased.  He  united  the  amiable  qualities  of 
the  man  to  the  higher  virtues  of  the  patriot.  His  loss 
will  be  mourned  by  his  country  as  a  public  calami- 
ty. In  the  vigor  of  life,  uniting  boih  tlie  affection 
and  confidence  of  »!1,  and  surrounded  with  every 
blessing  that  promised  liappiness,  he  has  suddenly 
fallen  the  victim  of  a  barbarous-  practice.  Cutoff 
in  tlic  commencement  of  a  splendid  career,  he 
leaves  a  wretched  mother,  a  disconsolate  widow,  a 
fatherless  child,  and  a  weeping  country. 

Oh,   what  a    scene    was    there!     but   yesterday 
Selma  was   the  abode  of  happiness;   to   day  it  is 
wrapped  in  mourning.     See  on  yesterday  the  affec- 
tionate hjshand,  the  amiable   wife,    the  tender  in- 
ifant — t!ie  pledge    and   cement  of  tfieir    happiness. 
To-day  beliold  thiit  litisb  nd    carried  into  the  pre- 
'aenceof  his  wife,  bathed  in  yoie.     See  he;-,  fraatis 
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with  despair,  precipitating  bcrsHf  upon  the  co-pse 
of  her  bleedinj;^  husband,  mintjlinc:  her  tears  with 
his  fl  'Wi')g  bjodd,  and  contending  with  the  irj 
arms  of  death  for  the  lifeless  prize  She  lifts  her 
cyps  to  ho  rveji^  the  lust  refuge  of  die  wretched,  and 
in  tones  of  aj-^ony  cries  out,  my  G;'d,  my  God,  re- 
store nny  bitsband!  Sfer  prayers  are  given  to  the 
wird.s;  his  disembodied  ^pir':t  has  found  its  refuge 
and  its  bene  in  the  bosom  of  its  Gvid,  while  his 
erirt'.'Iy  remains  are  consigned  to  the  cold  and  nar- 
row liouse  .-ppointed  for  nil  the  living.  Peace  be  to 
!)is  ashes!  And  may  a  kiivl  Froviderre  become  the 
frieid  of  Mie  widow;  pour  bnlm  irito  herafRictecl  b'l- 
som,  and  bind  up  the  broken  heart;  be  the  father 
o*"  tl.e  fat  itrless  and  let  him  be  the  mo'Jiei's  prop; 
ro"k  tiie  rndle  of  her  declining  years,  ind  be  a 
cotisoiitinn  in  her  dying  hour.  If  any  tiling  can 
now  udministe-  to  the  afP.iction  of  his  surviving 
fiiends,it  will  oc  tlie  kiioule  !ge  ih^t  Virginia,  this 
day,  through  all  her  border.s,  v.eeps  his  untimely 
fall. 

As  to  the  prartire  of  dt-ielling,  1  have  already, 
loi^g  since,  given  proofs  of  my  sentiments,  more 
substantial  than  mere  profession?.  Whitever  cre- 
dit, if  a:  y  be  due  lo  it,  to  m^  it  belo  !gs.  of  having 
first  presented  *o  the  legislature  of  my  native  state, 
the  la*'  against  duelling.  What  will  be  i;s  result 
on  society,  all-trying  '.me  must  decide.  The  best 
hi'pes  of  humanity  ate  connected  with  its  success; 
«ov  is  it  presumptuous  to  hope  that  heaven  may 
smilpon  our  efforts. 

And  yet,  sir,  with  these  sentiments,  1  mtist  still 
be  opposed  to  i)ie  resolution  under  consideration. 
As  to  tne  ruiiorsto  which   the  mover  refers,  and 


on  which  he  rests  in  pari,  at  le.ist,    the   success  of  public   and   jtoI^or^»ble   employmerls       The 


'•fan  individual  a  submissinn  to  what  is  roost  Iti- 
n-operlv  calh-d  the  l.iws  of  lionor,  to  maintain  hi? 
■AT  .de  in  socie  y,  it 's  as  caprici'^us  as  'ininst  to  ana. 
t'lematisp  those  who  submit  to  its  decrees.  Let 
the  press — let  your  schools — let  the  pulpit — let 
your  legislatures,  throughout  the  nation,  make  a 
simultaneous  eff'trt,  and  con!inue  it  with  zeal  .md 
perseverance,  to  extirpate  this  pr<»ctice,  the  unrlis- 
puted  progeny  of  a  barbarous  age.  Upon  stic^  an 
undertakjiig,  let  us  hoppfor  thf  Messing  of  Heaven^ 

■  H^UUIMI     ■!  Ill    !. 

The  Holy  Inquisition. 

fTrmislutedfrom  a  PaHs  paper,  of  Oct.  28,  for  the 
Colitmbian.J 
The  first  volume  of  the  history  of  the  I.iqtiisl- 
tion,  by  Don  Juan  Antonio  Fl  ireiit'*,  ancient  score- 
tary  of  the  inqtiisition  :<t  the  court  of  SpaiT,  has 
appeared  last  week,  and  has  furnislf^d  new  mate- 
rials to  persons  who  stu^y  the  interests  of  mankiirl, 
philosophy  and  religion,  to  give  undeniable  proofs 
of  the  evils  of  f.<na-icism.  We  shall  entertain  our 
re.iders  with  it — who  perhaps  believe  they  know 
what  theinqusition  is,  and  who  are  far  from  know- 
itig  or  even  of  imagining  the  number  of  victims  to 
that  tribunal.  The  life  of  Tot-qtiemanda  will  give 
them  a  slight  insight  of  it.  This  celebr^ited  in- 
q-\isitor  presided  during  eighteen  years  in  the 
tribtuiai  of  faith,  from  the  y^ar  1481  'o  1499.  In 
the  space  of  time  that  his  inquisitorial  funciion  lus 
lasted,  he  caused  10,220  victims  to  parish  in  the 
flames;  6  860  have  been  burnt  in  effigv.  and  marie 
their  escape  f .om  der-.th  by  flight;  97,321  have  tin- 
dergone  the  penalty  of  infamv,  .md  exclusion  from 

"■      total 


liis  motion,  they  may  or  may  not  be  true.  Inci 
der.ts  of  this  kind  are  generally  attended  with  tlie 
inost  exaggerated  statements  If,  indeed,  they  be 
true,  as  represented,  I  should  feel  no  hesitation  in 
pr  nouncing  li  em  as  deserving  the  deepest  abhor- 
rence. Of  som.e  of  'he  persons  coricerned  in  this  j  jurisdic'inn  likewise  over  books;  an 
■melancholy  tragedy,  I  know  nothing;  with  o  hers  I  not  satisfied  with  this  last  kind  o 
have  a  slight  acqiaintmce.  Their  cliaracters  for- 
bi  '  the  belief  that  they  h. v^  ac'cd  dishonorably. — 
T'^-*  statement  made  by  the  mover,  unsustained  by 
poof,  furnishes  a  si  roitg  reason  against  liie  adnp- 
tioo  of  he  resolution.  For  it  is  palpably  an  ex- 
p.<ri  e  procee  ling,  and  we  are  cijled  upon  to  consign 
to  infamy  men  who  have  had  no  opportunity  of  be- 
ing heard  in  their  defence.  Let  us  not  muUi,dy  the 
regrets  a'.:  ending  this  eveiU,  by  doing  an  act  of  in- 
justice. Let  tis  noi  coma^it  the  dignity  ot  the  se- 
nate,by  taking  cognizance  of  a  subject  which  belongs 
to  otiters 


amount  of  these  exectiions  is  114,401,  the  number 
of  families  forever  extinguished  in  consequence  ot 
these  condemnations. 

The  iadefavigable  zeal  of  Torquemanda  was  not 
limiied  to  personal   prosecution;  he   exercised  a 

and  why  was  he 

„„ _.,   „  .^     f  persecution? 

In  the  year  1490,  he  ordered  a  great  numbtr  of 
Hebrew  bibles  to  be  burnt,  nnd  at  S.damanca  only, 
more  than  6000  volumes,  amongst  which  were  the 
most  precious  manuscripts. 

The  censorship  of  books  was  established  in  Spam 
bv  ordonnance  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  datcl  on 
the  8th  of  Julv  15U2;  but  then,  it  was  not  confi'ied 
to  the  inquisi'ors.  It  was  Chat  les  V  who,  the  first, 
ordered  Ferdinand  Valds,  general  inqnisttof,  to 
proliibit  books  rejected  by  the  universiiy  ol 
Louvain.  Philip  II  extended  this  com'.r.isston  all 
over  Spain, and  over  all  books.     I'  will  be  ie;naiked 


If  a  crime  has  been  committed,  the  ofienders  are   rhat  the  freedom  of  the  press  was  in  full  force  m 


aubject,if,  as  the  resolution  supposes,  they  be  mi 
iiiary  nten,  to  trial  by  court  martial,  and,  in  any  e- 
ventj  by  a  civil  tribunal.  To  the  President,  as  com- 
in::nder  in  chief,  oelongs  the  former;  the  latter  to 
tht.  civil  magistrate.  Ky  this  irregvilar  proceeding, 
should  it  prevail,  we  depart  from  our  own  duly,  in 
prescribing  to  others,  to  whom  of  right  the  subject 
belongs,  and  of  whose  remissions  there  is  no  impu- 
tation. The  crime  of  duelling  is  not  to  be  correct- 
ed by  a  proceeding  of  this  kind.  The  roots  of  evil 
are  too  deep  to  be  extirpated  by  a  solitary  paroxisra 


France.— Cha-les  III.  and  the  council  of  Caslile, 
in  vain  endeavored  in  the  year  1767,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  abuse  which  the  holy  ofhce  made  of  ii;  he 
persisted  to  order  tlie  proliibilion  without  giving 
any  knowledge  to  the  sovereign  of  it,  without 
hearing  the  authors,  without  letting  the  m")'"" 
be  known  on  which  the  censors  founded  tneir 
arrests.  It  was  the  severity  of  the  inq'tisitiMi  thai 
stopped  the  main  sp.ing  of  Spanish  liie'-aUire.  «n 
he  year  1543,  tl  ev  forbid  the  pn»'i"ff.  ''.'V.  ,,"  ' 
tion  or  re;i<Ii'  g  of  tales  and  romances;  m  loJO  ii.ey 


fzeal.    I^ublic  opinion  is  llie  only  corrective.    No  |  prohibited    all    works    relative    to    the    ?*    ".''    ^j 
matter  what  may  be  the  number  or  severity  of  pe-|  Amerio;  in  1558,  th.e  introduction  of  *^"'^/''_J^p  j„i 


as  with  us,  the  law  executes  itself  by  disrianchisin;': 
'!'.c  oil'cnder.     So  long  as  public  opinion  requir.i 


Tiiese   details  seem  to  ncquire  a  Ingnti  ^■''^y^ 
of  inicrcsL  at  thii  lime,  when  the  Icarncu,  ana 
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publ'shers,  reclaim  amongst  us,  no'  only  theind.-|    "In   1179,  the  snow  was  eight  feel  deep  in  Aus 
per  fl=nc ■■  but  the  legal  freedom  of  the  publication  tt-i  •, 


of  thoui'ht. 


History  of  the  Weathev. 

The  following  mierestin^-  ariiclf  is  ;in  extract 
from  'he  dissertotioii  on  Pol*i'  Icf,  Sec  which  ap- 
pears in  a  Lite  n  imber  of  the  Edinburf,h  Review:— 

"  r  is  very  difficult  to  asceriain  the  pivcise  con- 
di'.ion  ot  the  we.ther  in  dis.ant  ages.  The  ther- 
mometer wus  not  inv-iit-d  i  11  1590,  oy  ne  celebr,. 
ted  S'anclorio;  nor  wis  ihal  valu-iile  instrument  re- 
duced to  a  correct  st.mdard  r?efore  the  ye^r  1724, 
by  the  skill  of  P'lhn-nheit.  W-  have  hence  no  ob- 
servations of  'ciT.p'eraiu'e  which  go  fnrtiier  bicic 
than  a  cenUirv  Prior  to  this  period,  we  must  glean 
our  information  trom  the  loose  au'i  scanty  notices 
which  are  scattered  through  the  old  cl  ronicles,  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  the  harvest,  the  quality  of  the 
vint.ige,  or  the  endurance  of  frost  and  snow  in  the 
win;,^r. — Givat  dlowance,  however,  should  be  made 
for  the  spirit  of  exaggeration,  and  the  love  ol  the 
marvellous,  wliich  infect  all  those  rude  historical 
monuments.  Toaldo  und  Pilgnm  have,  with  incre 
dible-  industry,  prosecuted  this  research;  ml,  from 
a  bulky  work  of  the  latter,  prmte'i  in  the  German 
language  at  Vienna,  in  17-S3,  we  sh  dl  select  the 
most  rem^rkabl--  passag-s  conceiving  the  state  of 
the  weather  for  more  than  a  thous  md  vears  back, 
and  combine  with  them  the  observations  made  oy 
Professor  Pfaff,  of  Kiel.  The  following  years  are 
noted  for  the  severity  of  the  winter: — 

"In  A.  D.  491,  the  Black  Sea  w^s  entirely  frozen 
over. 


and  lay  tUl  Easter.     The  crops  and  viii.tage 
failfd,  :md  a  great  murrain  consumed  the  caltlf. 

'♦The  winters  of  1209  and  1210  were  both  of  them 
very  severe,  insomuch.that  the  cattle  died  for  vvant 
ot'  fodder. 

"In  1116,  the  Po  froz2  fifteen  ells  deep,  and  'wine 
l)urst  tlie  casks. 

"In  1234,  the  Po  was  again  frozen,  and  laaded 
Waggons  crossed  the  Adriatic  to  Venice.  A  pine 
forest  was  killed  by  the  frost  at  Ravenna. 

"In  1236,  '.he  D'-mube  was  frozen  to  the  bottom, 
and  remained  long  in  that  state. 

"Ill  1261,  the  frost  w:is  most  intense  in  Scotland, 
and  the  ground  bound  up.  The  Cattegat  was  fro- 
zen between  Norway  and  Jutland  > 

"la  1281  such  quantities  of  snow  fell  in  Austria 
as  to  bury  the  very  houses, 

"In  1292,  the  Rtiine  was  frozen  over  at  Braypach, 
bore  loaded  waggons.  One  sheet  of  ice  extevuled 
between  Norwa)  and  Jutland,  so  that  travellers 
passed  with  ease;  and,  in  Germany,  600  peMsants 
were  employed  to  clear  away  the  snow,  for  llie  ad- 
vance of  the  Austrian  army. 

''In  1.105,  the  rivers  in  Germany  were  frozen;  and 
much  distress  was  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions snn  ftuage. 

'In  1316,  the  crops  wholly  failed  in  Germany. 
Wheat,  which  some  years  before  sold  in  England  at 
6-;.  a  qu  irt  r,  now  rose  to  2! 

"In  1323,  the  winter  was  so  severe,  that  both  horse 
and  foot  passengers  travelled  over  the  ice  from  Den- 
msrk  \o  Lubec.  and  Diintzic. 

"In  1339,  the  crops  failed  in  ScotLind;  and  such 
1  f:'.m"i  ■  "nsujd,  that  the  pooi'er  sort  of  pL^ople  were 
reduced  to  feed  on  grass,  and  m:tny  of  them  perlsh- 


"In  462,  the  Danube  was  frozen,  so  that  Theodo- 
mer  marched  over  the  ice,  to  ;.venge  his  brother's  jed  miserably  in  the  fields.    Yet  in  England  wheat 
deatii  in  Swabia.  jwas  ai  this  time  sold  so  low  as  3s.  4d.  a  quarter. 

"In  545,  the  cold  was  so  intense  i.:  winter,  thatj     ..j,^  ^n^^^  j^  ^^^  ^.j^^^.  f^.^^^  ^,.^j^  November  to 


the  birds  allowed  themselves  to  be  caught  by  the 
hand. 

"In  763,  not  only  the  Bhtck  Sea,  but  the  Straits 
of  the  Dardanelles  was  froz  -n  over.  The  snow  in 
some  places  rose  fifty  feet  high;  md  the  ice  was  so 
heaped  in  the  cities  as  to  push  down  "he  walls. 

"In  800,  the  winter  was  intensely  cold. 

"In  822,  tiu'  threat  river.'^  of  Europe,  such  as  the 
Danube,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Seine,  were  so  hard  fio- 
zen  as  to  bear  heavy  waggons  for  a  month. 

"In  860  the  A  iriaiic  was  frozen. 

"In  874,  the  winter  wis  very  long  and  severe 


M.'i.rcl),  and  all  the  rivers  in  Italy  were  frozen  over. 

"In  1392,  the  vineyards  and  orchards  were  de. 
stroyed  by  the  frost,  and  the  trees  torn  to  pieces. 

"The  year  1408  had  one  of  the  coldest  winters 
ever  remembered.  Not  only  the  Dinube  was  fro- 
zen over,  but  the  sea  between  Gothland  and  Oc- 
land,  and  between  Norway  and  Denmark;  so  that 
wolves  driven  from  their  forests,  came  over  the  ice 
into  Jutland.  In  France,  the  vineyards  and  orchards 
were  destroyed. 

In  1424,  both  the  Nerth  Sea  and  the  Baltic  were 


The  snow  continued  to  fill  frcna  the  beginning  ofifrozen.  Travellers  passed  on  foot  from  Luhcck  to 
Kovimber  to  the  end  of  .March,  and  incumbered  the|Dantzig.  In  France,  the  frost  penetrated  into  the 
ground  so  much,  that  the  forests  were  inaccessible! very  cellars.  Corn  and  wine  failed,  and  men  and  cat- 
for  ihesupply  of  fuel.  tie  perished  for  vvant  of  food 


"In  891,  and  again  in  893,  the  vines  were  killed 
by  the  frost,  and  the  cattle  perished  in  their  stalls. 

"In  991,  the  winter  lasted  very  long,  with  ex- 
treme severity.  Every  thing  was  frozen,  the  crops 
totally  failed,  and  famine  and  pestilence  closed  the 
year. 

"In  1044,  great  quantities  of  snow  lay  on  the 
ground.  The  vines  and  fruit  trees  were  destroyed, 
and  famine  ensued. 

In  1067,  the  cold  was  intense,  that  most  of  the 
travellers  in  Germany  were  frozen  to  death  on  the 
roads. 

"In  1124,  the  winter  was  uncommonly  severe  and 
snow  lay  very  long. 

"Ill  li33,  it  was  extremely  cold  in  Italy;  the  Po 
Was  frozen  f  om  Cremona  to  the  sea;  the  heips  of 
snow  rendered  the  roads  impassible,  the  wine  c.i.sks 
Were  buist,  and  even  the  trees  split,  by  the  action 
pf  the  frost,  witii  immense  noise. 


'Tlie  successive  winters  of  1432,  1413,  and  1434,, 
were  uncommonly  severe.  It  snowed  40  days  with, 
out  interruption.  All  the  rivers  of  Germany  were 
frozen;  and  the  very  birds  took  shelter  in  the  towns. 
The  price  of  wheat  rose  in  England,  to  27s.  a  quar» 
ter,  but  was  reduced  to  5s  in  the  following  year. 

"Ill  1460,  the  Baltic  was  frozen,  and  botii  horse 
and  foot  passengers  crossed  over  the  ice  from  Den- 
mark to  Sweden.  The  Danube  likewise  continued 
frozen  for  two  months;  and  the  vineyards  in  Germa- 
ny were  destroyed. 

"In  1458,  the  winter  was  so  severe  in  Flanders, 
that  the  wine  distributed  to  the  soldiers  was  cut  in 
pieces  with  hatchets. 

"In  1514,  the  same  thing  happened  again,  the 
wine  being  frozen  into  solid  lumps. 

"In  154S,  the  winter  was  very  cold  and  protracted. 
Hetvveen  Denmark  and  Rostock,  sledges  drawn  by 
liarse.s  or  oxen  Iravellfd  over  tin;  ice. 
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'  "In  1564,  aiid  again  in  1565,  ttie  winter  was  ex- 
tremely severe  over  all  Europe.  The  Sclieldt  froze 
so  hard  as  to  support  loaded  waggons  for  three 
months. 

"In  1571,  the  winter  was  severe  and  protracted. 
AU  the  rivers  in  France  were  covered  with  hard  and 
solid  ice;  and  fruit  trees,  even  in  Languedoc,  were 
killed  by  the  frost. 

"In  1504,  the  weather  was  so  severe  that  the 
Rhine  and  the  Sclieldt  were  frozen  and  even  the 
sea  at  Venice. 

"The  year  1678  was  uncommonly  cold,  and  snow 
lay  immense  deptli  even  at  Padua.  Wheat  rose,  in 
the  Windsor  market,  from  069  to  56s  a  quarter. 

"In  1621  and  1622,  all  the  rivers  of  Europe  were 
frozen,  and  even  the  Zuyder  Zee.  A  sheet  of  ice 
covered  the  Hellespont;  and  the  Venetian  fleet  was 
cho3ked  lip  in  the  lagoons  of  the  Adriatic. 

"In  1655,  fhe  winter  was  very  severe,  especially 
in  Sweden.  The  excessive  quantities  of  snow  and 
rain  which  fell  did  great  injury  in  Scotland. 

"The  winters  of  1658,  1659,  and  1660,  were  in- 
tensely cold. — The  rivers  in  Italy  bore  heavy  car- 
riages; and  so  much  snow  had  not  fallen  at  Kome 
for  s  veral  centuries.  It  was  in  1658  that  Charles 
X.  of  Sweden  crossed  the  Little  Belt  over  the  ice 
from  Kolstein  to  Denmark,  with  his  whole  army, 
foot  and  horse,  followed  by  the  train  of  baggage 
and  artillery.  During  these  years  the  price  of 
grain  was  nearly  doubled  in  England;  a  circum- 
stance which  contributed,  among  other  causes,  to 
its  restoration. 

"In  1590,  the  frost  was  most  intense  in  England 
and  in  Denmark,  both  the  Little  and  Great  Belt  be- 
ing frozen. 

"In  1684,  the  winter  was  excessively  cold.  Ma- 
ny forest  trees,  and  even  the  oaks  in  England, 
were  split  by  the  frost.  Most  of  the  hollies  were 
killed.  Coaches  drove  along  the  Thames,  which 
was  covered  with  ice  eleven  inches  thick.  Almost 
all  the  birds  perislied. 

"In  1691,  the  cold  was  so  excessive,  that  the  fa- 
mished wolves  entered  Vienna,  and  attacked  the 
cattle  and  even  men. 

"The  winter  of  1695  was  extremely  severe  and 
protracted.  The  frost  in  German)^  began  in  Octo- 
ber, and  continued  till  April,  and  many  people 
were  frozen  ^o  death. 

"The  years  1697  and  1699  were  nearly  as  bad. 
In  England  the  priceof  wheat,  which,  in  preceding 
years,  had  seldom  reached  to  30s  a  quarter  now 
amounted  to  71s. 

"In  1709  occurred  that  famous  winter,  called  by 
distinction,  tlie  cold  winter.  All  the  rivers  and 
lakes  were  frozen,  and  pven  tlieseasto  the  distance 
of  several  miles  from  tli?  shore.  The  frost  is  said 
to  have  penetrated  three  yards  into  the  ground.— 
Birds  and  wild  beasts  were  strewed  de;.d  in  the 
fields  and  men  perished  by  the  thousands  in  their 
houses.  The  more  tender  shrubs  and  vegetables 
in  England  were  killed;  and  wheat  rose  in  price 
from  2t.  to  4:1.  a  quarter.  In  the  south  of  France, 
the  olive  plantations  were  almost  entirely  destroy- 
ed; nor  have  they  yet  recovered  that  fatal  disaster. 
The  Adriatic  Sea  was  quite  fi'ozen  over,  and  even 
the  Mediterranean  about  Genoa;  and  th,e  citron  and 
orange-groves  suff-ired  extremely  in  the  finest  parts 
ofltaly. 

v"In  1716,  the  winter  wis  very  cold.  On  the 
Thames  bootlis  were  erected  and  fairs  held. 

"In  1726,  tiie  winter  was  so  intense,  that  people 
trKvelled  in  sledges  acioi.s  theS'rait,  from  Copen- 
hagen ty  the  I'ruvm.ve  oi  Scania  in  Sweden. 


"In  1729,  much  injury  was  done  by  the  frost* 
which  lasted  from  October  till  May.  In  Scotland' 
multitudes  of  cattle  and  sheep  were  buried  in  the 
snow;  and  many  of  the  forest  trees  in  other  parts  of 
Eiirpe  were  killed. 

"The  successive  winters  of  1731  and  1732,  were 
likewise  extremely  cold. 

"The  cold  of  1740  was  scarcely  inferior  to  that 
of  1709  The  snow  lay  8  or  lO  feet  deep  in  Spain 
and  Portugal.  The  Zyder  Zee  was  frozen  over, 
and  many  thousand  persons  walked  or  skaited  oni 
it.  At  Leydon,  the  thermometer  fell  ten  degrees 
below  the  zero  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  All  the  Lakes 
in  England  froze;  and  a  whole  ox  was  roasted  orl 
the  Thames. — Many  trees  were  killed  by  the  frost; 
and  postillions  were  benumbed  in  their  saddles.  la 
both  the  years  1739  and  1740,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Church  of  Scotland  ordained  a  national 
fast  to  be  held,  on  account  of  the  dearth  which  then 
prevailed. 

"In  1744,  the  winter  was  again  very  cold.  The 
Mayne  was  covered  seven  weeks  with  ice;  and  at 
Evora,  in  Portugal,  people  could  hardly  creep  out 
of  their  houses  for  heaps  of  snow.  The  winters  du* 
ring  the  five  successive  years,  1745,  1746,  1747, 
1748,  and  1749,  were  all  of  them  very  cold. 

"In  1754,  and  again  in  1755,  the  winters  were 
particularly  cold.  At  Paris,  Fahrenheit's  thermo- 
meter sunk  to  the  beginning  of  the  scale;  and,  in 
England,  the  strongest  ale,  exposed  to  the  air  in  a 
glass,  was  covered  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
with  ice  an  eighth  of  an  i.:ich  thick. 

"The  winters  of  1766,1767,  1768,  were  very  cold 
all  over  Europe.  In  France  the  thermometer  fell  6 
degrees  below  the  zero  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  The 
large  rivers  and  the  most  copious  springs  in  many 
parts  were  frozen.  The  thermometer  laid  on  the 
surface  of  the  snow  at  Glasgow  fell  two  degrees  be- 
lov»  zero. 

"In  1771  the  snow  lay  very  deep,  and  the  Elbe 
was  frozen  to  tlie  bottom. 

"In  1776,  much  snow  fell,  and  the  cold  was  in^ 
tense.  The  Danube  bore  ice  five  feet  thick  below 
Vienna.  Wine  froze  in  the  cellars,  botli  in  France 
and  in  Holland.  Many  people  were  frost-bitten, 
and  vast  multitudes  both  of  the  feathere.i  and  of 
the  finny  tribes  perislied.  Yet  the  quantity  of  sno\y 
which  lay  on  the  ground  had  checked  the  penetra- 
tion  of  the  frost.  Van  Swinden  found  in  Holland, 
that  the  earth  was  congealed  to  the  depth  of  21 
inches,  on  a  spot  of  a  garden  which  liad  been  kept 
cleared,  but  only  9  inches  at  another  place  near  it, 
which  was  covered  with  4  inches  of  snow. 

"The  successive  winters  of  1784  and  1785,  were 
uncommordy  severe,  insomuch  that  the  Little  Belt 
Was  fr(iz«n  over. 

"In  17S9,  t!ie  cold  was  excessive;  and  again  in 
1795,  when  the  republican  armies  of  France  over- 
ran Holland. 

"The  successive  winters  of  1799  and  1800  were 
both  very  cold. 

"In  1809,  and  again  in  1812,  the  winters  were  re? 
markably  cold. 

"The  years  which  were  extremely  hot  and  dry,  wiU 
be  more  e.isily  enumerated: — 

"In  763,  the  summer  was  so  hot  that  the  springs 
dried  up. 

"In  870,  the  heat  was  so  intense  that,  near  Worms, 
the  reapers  dropt  uead  in  the  fields. 

"In  993,  and  «gain  in  994,  it  was  so  hot  that  tl.e 
corn  antl  -.uil  w,  re  burnt  up. 

*'The  year  1000  was  so  hot  and  dry,  thnt  in  Ger- 
nuiiy  ih;;  pools  of  water  disappeared,  and  the  fiih, 
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being  left  to  stink  in  the  mud  bred  a  pestilence. 

"Ill  1022,  the  heat  was  so  excessive,  that  both 
men  and  cattle  were  struck  dead. 

"In  1130,  the  earth  yawned  with  drought. 
Springs  and  rivers  disappeared,  and  even  the  Rhine 
was  dried  up  in  Alsace. 

"In  1159,  not  a  drop  of  rain  fell  in  Italy  after 
the  month  of  May. 

"The  year  1171  was  extremely  hot  in  Germany. 

"In  1232,  the  heat  was  so  great,  especially  in 
Germany,  it  is  said  that  eggs  were  roasted  in  the 
sands. 

"In  1260,  many  of  the  Hungarian  soldiers  died 
of  excessive  heat  at  the  famous  battle  fought  near 
Bela. 

"The  consecutive  years  1276  and  1277,  were  so 
hot  and  dry,  as  to  occasion  a  great  scarcity  of  fod- 
der.' 

"The  years  1293  and  1294  were  extremely  hot; 
and  so  were  likewise  1303  and  1304,  both  the  Rhine 
and  the  Danube  having  burnt  up. 

"In  133i,  the  corn-fields  and  vineyards  were 
burnt  up. 

"The  years  1393  and  1394  were  excessively  hoi 
and  dry. 

"In  1447)  the  summer  was  extremely  hot. 

"In  the  successive  years,  1473  and  1474,  the 
whole  earth  seemed  on  fire.  In  Hungary  one  could 
wade  across  the  Danube. 

"The  four  consecuiive  years,  1538,  1539,  1540, 
and  1541,  were  excessively  hot,  and  the  rivers  dri- 
ed up. 

"In  1557,  the  drought  was  so  great  that  the  springs 
failed,  in  England,  wheat  rose  from  8s.  to  53s.  a 
quarter. 

"The  years  1615  and  1616  were  very  dry  over 
Europe. 

In  1646,  it  was  excessively  hot. 

"In  1652,  the  warmth  was  very  great,  the  summer 
being  the  driest  ever  known  in  Scotland;  yet  a  total 
eclipse  of  the  sun  had  happened  that  year,  on  Mon 
day  the  24th  of  March,  which  hence  received  the 
appellation  of  Mirk  Monday. 

"The  summer  of  1679  was  remarkably  hot.  It 
related  that  one  of  the  minions  of  tyranny,  wlio  in 
that  calamitous  period  harassed  the  poor  presbyte- 
rians  in  Scotland  with  captious  questions,  having 
asked  a  shepherd  in  Fife,  whether  the  killing  of  tlu 
notorious  Sh  irp,  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  (whicl 
had  huppended  in  May)  was  murder;  he  replied, 
that  he  could  not  tell,  but  there  had  been  fine  wea 
ther  ever  since. 

"The  first  year  of  the  ISih  century  was  excessive- 
ly warm,  and  the  two  following  years  were  of  the 
same  descx'iption. 

•'It  IS  a  singular  coincidence,  that  in  1718,  at  the 
distance  precisely  of  100  years  from  the  present, 
the  weather  was  extremely  hot  and  dry  all  over 
Europe.  The  air  felt  so  oppressive  that  all  tlie 
theatres  were  shut  in  Paris. — Scarcely  any  rain  fell 
for  the  space  of  nine  months,  and  the  springs  and 
rivers  were  also  dried  up.  The  following  year  was 
eqtially  hot.  The  thermometer  at  Paris  rose  to  93 
degi-ees  by  Fahrenheit's  scale.  The  grass  and  corn 
were  quite  parched.  In  some  places,  the  fruit  trees 
blossomed  two  or  three  times. 

"Both  the  years  1723  and  1724  were  dry  and  hot. 

"The  year  1745  was  remarkably  warm  and  dry, 
but  the  following  year  was  stdl  hotter;  insomucli 
that  the  grass  withered,  and  the  leaves  dropt  from 
the  trees.  Neither  ram  nor  dew  fell  for  several 
months;  and  on  the  continent,  prayers  were  offered 
»p  in  the  churches  to  implore  the  bounty  of  refresh- 
ing showers. 


"In  1748,  the  summer  was  again  very  warm. 

"In  1754,  it  was  likewise  extremely  warm. 

"The  years  1760  and  1761  were  both  of  them  re- 
markably hot;  and  so  was  the  year  1763. 

"1774,  it  was  excessively  hot  and  dry. 

"Both  the  years  1778  and  1779  were  warm  and 
very  dry. 

"The  year  1788  was  also  very  hot  and  dry;  and  of 
the  same  character  was  1811,  famous  for  its  excel- 
lent vintage,  and  distinguished  by  the  appearance 
of  a  brilliant  comet." 


Banking. 


The  following  article  appe.is  as  Chapter  30,  of 
Melincourt,  an  English  satiric.\l  work.  It  describes 
u  scene  of  vexation  and  distress  in  England,  occa- 
sio!i-d  by  the  explosion  of  a  swindling  Bunk.  There 
have  been,  in  our  good  country,  too  many  shocks 
given  to  the  credulity  of  honest  people,  in  these 
days  of  piper  money.  And  the  similarity  of  feel- 
ing, upon  ascertaining  the  worthlessness  of  paper 
trash,  whether  the  loss  be  felt  here  or  elsewhere, 
imparts  a  lively  interest  to  such  matters,  even  when 
coming  from  abroad. — Helmont  Journal. 
THE   PAPER  MILL. 

Taking  leave  of  mr.  O'Scarum  and  major  O'Dog- 
skin,  they  continued  their  wanderings  as  choice  or 
chance  directed.  Passing  through  the  town  of  Gull- 
gudgeon,  they  found  an  immense  crowd  assembled 
in  a  stale  of  extreme  confusion,  exhibiting  every 
symptom  of  hurry,  anxiety,  astonishment  and  dis- 
may. They  slopped  to  enquire  the  cause  of  the  tu- 
mult, and  found  it  to  proceed  from  the  sudden  ex- 
plosion of  a  paper-mill;  in  other  words,  the  stop- 
page of  the  country  bank  of  messrs.  Smokeshadow, 
Airbubble,  HopUietwig,  and  Company.  Farmers, 
bumpkins,  artisans,  mechanics,  tradesmen  of  all 
descriptions;  the  innkeeper,  the  lawyer,  the  doctor, 
and  the  parson;  soldiers  from  the  adjoining  bar- 
racks, aiid  fishermen  from  the  neighboring  coasts, 
vviih  their  shrill  voiced  and  masculine  wives,  rolled 
in  one  mass,  like  a  stormy  wave,  around  a  little 
shop,  of  which  the  shutters  were  closed,  with  the 
word  BANK  in  golden  letters  over  tlie  door,  and  a 
large  board  on  the  central  shutter,  notifying  that 
messrs.  Smokeshadow,  Airbubble,  Hoplhetwig,  and 
Company,  had  found  themselves  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  suspending  their  payments:  in 
plain  English,  had  found  it  expedient  to  fly  by  night, 
leaving  all  the  machinery  of  their  mill,  and  all  the 
treasures  of  their  mine,  that  is  to  say,  several  reams 
of  paper,  half  a  dozen  account  books,  a  desk,  a  joint 
stool,  an  ink-stand,  a  bunch  of  quills,  and  a  copper- 
plate, to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  distracted  multi- 
tude, who  were  shoaling  in  from  all  quarters,  with 
premises  to  pay  of  the  said  Smokeshadow,  Airbubble, 
HopUietwig,  &  Company,  to  the  amount  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Fax  addressed  himself  for  an  explanation  of 
particulars,  to  a  plump  and  portly  divine,  who  was 
standing  at  a  little  distance  from  the  rest  of  the 
crowd,  and  wliose  countenance  exhibited  no  symp- 
toms of  the  rage,  grief,  and  despair,  which  were 
depicted  in  the  physiognomies  of  his  dearly  belov- 
ed brethren  of  the  town  of  Gullgudgeon,  "You 
seem,  sir,"  said  rar.  Fax,  "to  bear  the  general  cala- 
mity with  christian  resignation.  "I do,  sir,"  said 
the  reverend  gentleman,  "and  for  a  very  orthodox 
reason — I  have  none  of  their  notes — not  I.  I  was 
obliged  to  take  them  now  and  then  against  my  will, 
but  I  always  sent  them  off  to  town,  and  got  cash 
for  them  directly." 

"You  mean  to  say,"  said  mr.  Forester,  "you  got  a 
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Threadneedle-Strcet    [Baiik   of  England]   note    for  i  losophers  governors;  a^d  that  all  the   evils  which 
them."  this  country  suftirs,  and  I  fear  will  stiffer  to  a  much 

••To  be  sure,  sir,"  said  the  divine,  "and  that  is  the  'greater  extent,  from  the  bursting  of  this  fatal  bub- 
saire  thing  as  cash.  There  is  a  Jacobm  rascal  in  ble  of  paper  money — tins  clumericjl  symbol  of  ima- 
thie  town,  who  says  it  is  a  bad  sign  when  the  chil-  ginary  riclics — are  owing  to  the  want  ot  philosophy 
dren  die  befoie  the  parent,  undiUat  tlic  day  ofreciand  true  political  wisdom  in  our  riders,  by  which 
koning  must  come  sooner  or  later,  for  the  old  lady  j  they  might  have  seen  things  in  their  causes,  ;.ot 
as  well  as  her  daughters;  but  myself  and  my  bro-  fell  them  only  in  their  effects,  as  every  the  most 
thi-r  magistrates  have  taken  measures  for  him,  and  vulgar  man  does;  and  by  which  foresight  all  the 
shall  soon  make  the  town  of  GuUgudgeon  too  iiot  mischiefs  that  are  befalling  us  migiit  have  been 
to  hold  him,  as  sure  as  my  name  is  Peppertoasl"    [prevented." 

"You  seriously  think,  sir,"  said  mr.  Fax,  "that  "Very  hard,"  said  an  old  soldier,  "very,  very 
his  opinion  is  false?"  Iiard — a  poor  five  pounds  laid  up  for  a  rainj  day— 

"Sir,"    said    the  reverend  gCHtleman,  somewhat !  hardly  got,  and  closely  kept,  very,  very  hard." 
nettled,  "I  do  not  know  what  right  any  one  can  have  ,      "Poor  man!"  said  mr.  Forester,  who  was  inter- 
to  ask  a  man  of  my  cloth  what  he  seriously  thinks,  tested  in  the  soldier's  physiognomy,  "let  me  repair 


when  all  that  the  world  has  to  do  is  with  what  he 
seriously  says." 

"Then  you  seriously  say  it,  sir,"  said  mr.  Fax. 

"I  do,  sir,"  said  the  divme,  "and  for  this  very  or- 


your  loss.     Here  is  better  paper   for  you;  but  gfet 
gold  and  silver  for  it  as  soon  as  you  can." 

"God  blefes  your  honor,"  said  the  soldier,  "and 
send  as  much  pow  rasgood  will  to  all  such  gener- 


thodox  reason,   that  the    sys' em  of  paper-money  is  lous  souls.     Many  is  the  worthy  heart  that  this  day's 
inseparably  interwoven  with  the  present  order  of  j  work  will  break,  and  here  is  more  d:im;ige  than  one 


things,  and  the  present  order  of  things  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  to  stand  by  precisely  as  long  as  it 
Lists." 

"And  no  longer?"  said  mr.  Fax. 

"1  am  no  fool,  sir,"  said  the  divine. 

•'But,  sir,"  said  mr.  Fax,  "as  you  seem  to  have 
perceived  tiie  instability  ot  what  was  called  (like 
lucu3  a  von  tucetido)  the_/?)vn  of  Smokeshadow,  Air 


man  can  mend.     God  bless  your  honor." 

A  respectable  looking  female  approached  the 
crowd,  and  addressing  herself  to  mr.  Fax,  who 
seemed  most  at  leisure  to  attend  to  her,  asked  him 
what  chance  there  seemed  to  be  for  the  creditors 
of  messieurs  Smokeshadow,  Airbubble,  Hopilietwig, 
and  Company,  "liy  ivhat  I  can  gather  from  the 
people  around  me,"  said  mr.  PdX,  "none  whatever." 


bubble,  liopthetwig,  and  Company,  why  did  you ';  The  lady  was  in  great  distress  at  tins  intelligence, 
not  warn  your  flockof  the  impending  danger.^"  and  said  they  were  her  ba  ikers,  and  it  was  these- 

"Sir,"   said  the    reverend   gentleman,   "I  dined  I cond  misfortune  of  the  kind  that  had  happened  to 


every  week  with  one  of  the  partners 

Mr.  Forester  took  notice  of  an  elderly  woman, 
who  was  sitting  with  a  small  handful  of  dirty  paper, 
weeping  bitterly  on  the  step  of  a  door.  "Forgive  my 
'1 


her.  Mr.  Fax  expressed  his  astonishment  that  she 
should  have  been  twice  the  victim  of  the  system 
of  paper  coinage,  which  seemed  to  contradict  the 
adage  about  a  burnt  child;  and  said  it  was    for  his 


need  not  ask  you  why  you  \  pait  astonishing  to  him  how  any  human  being  could 


latrusion,"  said  he; 

weep:  the  cause  is  m  your  hand."  "Ah,  sir!"  said  1  be  so  deluded  after  the  perils  of  the  system  had 
the  poor  woman,  who  could  scarcely  speak  for  sob- [been  so  clearly  pointed  out,  and  .tmongst  other 
bing,  "all  the  savings  of  twenty  years  taken  from;  things,  in  a  pamphlet  on  the  Insubslantiality  of 
me  in  a  moment;  and   my  poor  boy  when  he  comes  j  Smoke.     "Indeed,"  she  said,  "she  had  sometliing 

from  sea '"     She  could  say  no  more,  grief  cliok-,  better  to  do  than  to  trouble  iierself  about  politics, 

ed  iier  utterance.  jand  wondered  he  should  insult  her  in  her  disli-ess, 

"Good   God!"    said    mr.  Fax,  "did  you  lay    by  1  by  talking  of  such  stuff  to  her." 

"Was  ever  such  infatuation?"  said  mr.  Fax,  as 


said    mr 
your  savings  in  country  paper?" 

"O  sill"  said  the  poor    woman,   "how  was  I  to 
.  know  that  one  piece   of  paper  was  not  as   good  as 
another?   And  every    bouy   said  that    the    firm  of 
Sniokeshadow,  .\irbubble,  Hopthelwig,  and  Compa- 
ny, was  as  good  as  the  Bank  <;f  England."     She  then 


the  lady  turned  away.  "This  is  one  of  those  per- 
sons who  choose  to  walk  blindfold  on  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  because  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  see, 
and  quarrel  with  their  best  friends  for  requesting 
them  to  miike  use  of  their  eyes.     There  are  many 


unfolded  one  ot  liie  promises  to  pay,  and  fell  to  j  such,  who  think  they  have  no  business  with  politics! 
weeping  more  bitterly  tiian  ever. — Mr.  Forester  J  but  they  find  to  their  cost,  that  politics  will  have 
comforted  her  as  well  as  lie  could;  but  he  found  thej  business  with  them." 

purchasing  of  one  or  two  of  her  notes  much  morel  "A  curse  light  on  all  kite-flyers!"  vociferated  a 
efficacious  than    all    tlie  lessons  of  his  philosophy.  I  sturdy  farmer.     "Od  rabbit  me!  here  be  a  bundle  o' 

"This  is  all  your  fault!"  said  a  fisiierman  to  iiis  j  trash,  measters!  not  worth  a  voive-and-zixpenny 
wife:  "you  would  be  iioarding  and  hoarding,  and  dollar  altogether.  This  comes  o' peaper  mills.  'I 
stinting  ine  of  my  drop  of  comtort  when  1  came  in  promise  to  pay,' ecod!  O  the  good  old  days  o' goul- 
after  a  hard  day's  work,  tossed,  and  beaten,  and  j  den  guineas,  when  I  used  to  ride  wlioam  vrom  mur- 
wet  through  with  salt  water;  and  there's  what  jket  with  a  great  heavy  bag  in  my  pocket;  and  when 
we've  got  by  it."  I  wapped  it  down  on  the   dd  o..'k  teabie,  it  used  to 

"It  was  all  your  fault,"  retorted  the  wife:  *'when  |  make  ^uch  a  zound  as  did  one's  lieart  good  to  hear 
we  had  scraped  together  20  as  pretty  golden  guineas  lit.     'Kopromine  to  pat/ ihen.     Now   a  man  may  eat 


as  ever  laid  in  a  chest,  you  would  sell  'em,  so  you 
would,  for  27  pounds  of  mr.  Smokeshadow's  paper; 
and  now  you  see  the  difference." 

"Here  is  an  illustration,"  said  mr.  Fax  to  mr. 
Forester,  "of  the  old  maxim  of  experience  tciiddiig 
iviidoin" 

"Weouglit  now  to  be  convinced,  if  not  before," 

said   mr.  Forester,  "that    what    Plato    has  said   isjtheir    own   dirty  bits  o' pe..,.^.  ...    o 

strictly  true,  that  there  will  be  no  end  of  human  jiher,  they  would  mkeit  out  as  cl -ar  as  d.'jJ'S'J 
misery,  till  governors  become  philosophers,  or  pin-  that  they  were  as  rich  as  zo  ma<iy  Jews!  and  w 


liis  whole  vortin  in  a  zandwicii,  or  zet  fiie  to  it  in 
avardin  rushligiit.  Promise  to  pay!  The  lying  ras- 
cals, they  navtr  meant  to  pay— they  kne.w  all  the 
while  they  ii..d  no  effects  to  pay;  but  zuch  a  pi^"y» 
zmooth-.>ipoking,  p;ilavering  zet  of  fellers!  Ihejd 
ha'  made  you  b.lieve  black  was  white!  and  thouph 
vou  could  never  get  any  thing  of  'em  but  some  o 

per  in    change  vor  ano- 
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were  all  vools  enough,  to  believe  'ern,  and  now  mark 
the  end  o'u" 

"Yes,  father,"  said  a  young  fop  at  his  elbow,  "all 
blown,  curse  rrit!" 

"Eps,''  said  tiie  firmer,  "and  thee  beest  blown, 
and  thee  mun  zell  thy  hunter,  and  turn  to  the 
plough'tail;  and  thy  zisters  mun  churn  butter,  and 
milk  the  cows,  instead  of  jingling  penny-vorties,  and 
dangling  at  race-balls  wi'  squires.  We  mun  be  old 
English  varmers  again,  and  none  of  your  vine  high- 
flying promise-to-pay  gentlevolks.  There  they 
be — spell 'em:  I  promise  to  pay  to  J\tr.  Gregory  Gat,\ 
or  bearer,  on  deinnid,  the  zum  o'  vuive  ponnds.  Giili- 
gudgeon  Bank,  Jlpril  the  virst.  Vor  Smokeshadoiu, 
Mrbubble,  Ze!f  and  Company,  Henry  Iloplheticig 
Entered,  William  Walkoff.  And  there  be  their  coal 
o'  arms:  two  blacksmiths  blowing  a  vorge,  wi'  a 
chimnt-y  vor  a  crest,  and  a  wreath  o'  smoke  coming; 
out  o't;  and  tlie  moiio,' you  ca?i't  catch  a  boivl'vull.  Od 
rabbit  me!  here  be  a  whole  handvul  of 'em,  and  I'll 
zell  'em  all  vor  a  voive-andzixpenny  dollai." 

The  "Jacobin  rascal,"  of  whom  the  reverend  gen- 
tleman had  spoken,  happened  to  be  at  the  farmer's 
elbow.  "I  told  you  how  it  would  be,"  said  he, 
*'Master  Sheepshead,  many  years  ago;  and  I  remem- 
ber you  wanted  to  put  me  in  the  stocks  for  my 
trouble." 

"Wliy  I  believe  I  did,  Measter  Lookout,"  said 
the  farmer,  with  a  very  penitent  face;  "but  if  you'll 
call  on  me  zome  day,  we'll  drown  old  gru.lges  in  a 
jugo'  ale,  and  light  our  poipes  wi'  the  promises  o' 
Measter  Hoplhetwig  and  his  gang." 

"Not  with  all  of  thsvn,  I  entreat  you,"  said  mr. 
Lookout;  "I  hope  you  will  have  one  of  them  framed 
and  glazed,  and  suspended  o'er  your  chimney,  as 
a  warning  to  your  children,  and  your  children's 
children,  forever,  against  the  blessed  comforts  of 
paper-money." 

"Why,  Measter  Lookout,"  said  the  farmer,  "we 
shall  ha'  nothing  but  peaper-money  still,  you  zee, 
only  vrom  another  mill  like." 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

THE  JEW  BILL — FROX  A  CORHESPONDEIfT. 

This  question  after  a  debate  of  three  days,  was 
on  ths  22d  of  January,  decided  in  the  negative. 

It  is  something  remarkable  that  every  time  this 
question  has  been  agitated  in  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  the  votes  in  favor  of  the  measure  have 
been  exactly  the  same,  twenty  four  members  voted 
in  the  affirmation  in  1801,  1804,  and  1819. 

In  1801,  a  bill  in  iheir  favour  was  brought  in  by 
Mr.  John  Scott,  then  a  member  from  the  city  of 
Baltimore— the  votes  in  favor  of  tUe  bill,  were  as 
follows,  viz. 


Baltimme   city. — Messrs 
Dickson. 


John    Scott,   Thomas 


Baltimore  county.— Toh'i&s  E.  Stansbury,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Alexis  Lemmon,  Tiiomas  Love. 

Fredeiick.—Thom3iS  Hawkins,  Roger  Nelson. 

JVashiiigton. — John  Cellar. 

Prince  George's.— Peier  Wood,  Samuel  Carr.  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn. 

•4nne  trundle.— WiWhm  Dorsey. 

^nna/)o/is.— AHen  Quynn,  Kichard  Ridgely. 

ffarford.—john  Montgomery,  John  Forwood. 
James  Lytle. 

Cao7._WiUiam  Miller,  Thomas  Moffit. 
JCent.~J,hn  Thomas,  Alexander  Sleuart, 
V'e^^j  ^«»es.— Stephen  Lowrev. 
Curo/u,e._Thonias  Mason. 
See  votes  and  proceedings,  Dai:.  26,  180 J. 
Sep.  TO  Vot,  XY. 


In  1804,  a  bill  in  their  fr.vor  was  brought  in  by 
Mr.  John  Stephens,  then  a  member  from  Baltimore 
city;  on  the  5lh  Dec.  amotion  was  made  to  post^ 
pone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  first 
day  of  June,  [to  reject  the  bill]  whicli  was  de- 
termined in  the  affi'  mative — those  who  voted  in 
the  negative  or  against  postponement,  were. 

Baltimore  city. — John  Stephens,  Andrew  EUicott. 

Ba'iimore  county. — Tobias  E.  Stansbury,  Alexis 
Lemmon,  George  Harryman. 

Frederick. — Thomas  Hawkins,  Joab  Waters. 

lVushington.—3o\\n  Bowles,  William  Yate's,  Tench 
Ringgold. 

Prince  George's. — William  Lyles,  Alexander  Co- 
vington, Alexander  Cunte'>. 

Calvert. — Richard  Mackall,  William  SomervillCi 

Harford. — John  Montgomery,  John  C.  Bond, 
Thomas  Ayres,  John  Forwood. 

Cecil. — Daniel  Sheredine,  William  Miller. 

Jtent. — John  Moore. 

Queen  Anne. — Stephen  Lowrsy. 

Caroline. — Fr-derick  Hoibrook. 

And  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  in   their  favor, 
brought  forward  in  the  present   session   (Dec.  ses- 
sion 1818)  the  following  members  voted  for  it. 

Bhltimore  city. — Messrs.  Thomas  K611,  II.  M. 
Breokenridge. 

Baltimore  county. — Ebenezer  S.  Thomas. 

Frederick. — Thomas  Hawkins,  Thoinas  C.  Wor- 
thingion. 

fVashinirton. — William  Yat«s,  Thomas  Keller, 
Thomas  Kennedy. 

Culvert. — James  A.  D.  Dalrymple. 

Annapolis. — Joiin  Stephens,  Dennis  CKude. 

Harford. — Israel  D.  Maulsby,  Alexander  Norris, 
James  Sieel,  George  H.-'nderson. 

Cacil.— John    Wiotl),  David  Mackey. 

Kent. — William  Pryor. 

Queen  Anne's. — James  Brown,  (speaker)  Henry 
Harrison,   William  R.  Steuart. 

Caroline. — Fredrick  Hoibrook. 

Somerset — Henry  K.  Long,  Levin  R.  King. 

The  following  are  the  nays,  or  the  question  as 
last  taken: 

Messrs.  Blackestone,  Hej<rd,  Greenwell,  Plater, 
H  Tilghman,  Knight,  Hinson,  Marriot,  Estop,  T. 
Dorsey,  D.  Stewart,  Becket,  Kent,  C  Dorsev,  Jeni- 
fer, Brouner,  Garner,  Showers,  S  lowdcn,  Oirick, 
Goldshoroughj  T.  Frazier,  W.  Hay^vard,  Dashieli, 
Eccleston,  LeCompte,  S.  Frazier,  MofFett,  Patton, 
Simmes,  Digges,  Somerville,  Claggett,  Qninlon, 
Wilson, Williams,  Corkey,  Saulshury,  Willis,  White- 
ly,  Schenebly,  Washington,  GaiUier,  Linthecum, 
Forrest,  Tomlinson,  Shaw,  S.  Thomas,  Tidbal, 
Murray — 50. 

Of  these  in  the  affirmative,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Hawkins  of  Frederick  has  voted  for  the  principles 
of  free  toieration  to  the  children  of  Israel,  in  1801, 
1804  and  1819.  Messrs  Tobias  E  Slansbary, 
Alexis  Lemmon,  John  Montgomery,  John  For  ood, 
William  Miller  and  Stephen  Lowry,  in  180.  and 
1804 — and  M'Ssrs.  John  Stephens,  Willi  tm  Yates, 
and  Frederick  Hoibrook,  in  1804  and  1819. 

It  will,  we  are  well  convinced,  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  posterity,  that  so  much  opposition 
.should  now  exist  to  the  adoption  ofa  measure  which 
reason  says  is  right,  and  which  revelation  does  not 
forbid.  The  advocates  of  the  bill  contended,  that 
if  there  was  no  such  thinq  as  revealed  religion,  a 
test  would  not  be  required,  but  as  thtre  was  n 
revefded  religion — a  path  to  immortaliiy  made 
known  to  the  sons  of  men  in  the  sacred  scripuras, 
it  became  those  who  were  Advocates  of   tests,  to 
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shew  wliere   they   were  required  in  civil   affairs, 
either  ['•  the  old  or  new  testaments.     That  chrisii 
anity  did  not  require  th>-  aid  of  temporal  power — 
that  it  W:.s  all  powerful  in  itself,  and  that  ihe  f)l 
lowers  of  Crist  were  not  to  luok  for  rewards  in  this 
world,  but  on  tl-e  contrary  were  taught   to  expeci 
persecu  ion.     That  he  who  emphatically  declared 
when  his  hnal  hour  was  a'jproacliing,  "my  kingdom 
i6  not  of  ;his  ^vorld" — did  not  teach  his  disciples  to 
consiler  this  earth  as  their  liome;  that  ne  who  told 
them  to  love  iheir  enemies,  to  do  good  for  evil,  and, 
who  even  in  the  agonies  of  death,  could  pray  for  his 
persecutes,  never  could   be  supposed  to  counte- 
nance any  system  that  had  in  it  even  the  semblance 
of  persecuiion  or  prosTiption — and    he  who  said, 
"do  as  you  would  be  done  unto" — m^^de   no  excep 
tions  when  he  gave  this  commandment. 

They  wiio  opposed  the  bill  did  not — nor  could 
they  refute  the  arguments  which  were  urged  in  its 
support — the  principal  reason  they  urged  was  that 
the  provision  was  contained  in  the  constitution  of 
?«laryland — and  ought  to  remain  there — that  those 
who  firmed  the  constiluiion  thought  it  right  and 
proper  that  none  but  christians  should  be  trusted* 
as  legislators,  &.c.  and  yet  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  requires  no  religions  test — nor 
does  any  octier  states  in  the  union,  except  Massa- 
ciiusetts  and  M..rylan-i  require  any. 

I'erliaps  one  cause  operated  strongly  to  defeat 
the  passage  of  the  bill  Parties  are  nearly  balanced  ' 
in  Maryland,  and,  altlioygh  it  seems  a  strange  idea 
that  doing  justice  would  :njure  any  party,  it  is  pro- 
bable iliat  some  persons  voted  against  the  bill, 
who,  but  f  jr  polilical  considerations,  would  have 
voled  dilurwrnly. 

C^  There  is  much  force  in  the  concluding  re- 
marks of  our  f»)rrespondent.  Tilings  are  too  ofien 
weighed  by  the  influence  that  they  may  have  upon 
aviicpart^  spirit,r  iher than  balance  '  byjustice:.md 
me  "running  of  scrub  races"  for  popularity,  as  the 
])hrase  is,  uniiappily,  is  not  conhned  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  editor  of  the  National  Advoca  e,  at  New- 
York,  Mr.  Noah,  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  and 
iiimseif  a  Jew,  after  makingsuch  remaiks  upon  the 
jyrocecdings  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  as  the 
case  properly  warrants,  iniroducs  the  following 
letters,  on  which  it  is  not  needful  to  make  a  com 
i»ent: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  .Tejftvson,  dated 
MoNTictLLo,   .May  28,  1818 

"Your  sect,  by  its  sutlerings,  has  furnished  a  re 
markable  proof  of  the  universal  spirit  of  religious 
intolerance  inherent  in  every  sect,  di.sclainied  by 
all  while  feeble,  and  pracused  by  all  w  hen  m  pow- 
er.  Uur  Uws  have  appiicd  the  only  antidote  to 
thi*  vice,  prolecving  our  religious  as  thf-y  do  our 
civil  rights,  by  putting  all  on  an  eqnai  fooling.— 
Hut  more  remains  to  be  done — for  attliough  we  are 
IVrte  by  the  law,  we  are  not  so  in  practice.  Public 
opinion  trects  iisclf  into  an  ii.qnisiuon,  and  ex-^r- 
cises  its  office  with  as  much  fanaticism  as  fans  the 
l^ames  of  ai.  aUto  da  fe.  Twc  ia-cjndice  still  srowl- 
inp  on  your  sect  of  our  religion,  althougii  the  elder 
tmc,  cannot  be  ui.felt  by  yourseives.  It  is  to  i)e 
hoptd  that  individual  dispositions  will,  at  length, 
mould  themsi.'ves  to  the  model  of  the  law,  -..nd 
consider  tlie  moral  baMS  on  which  our  religion  rest, 
as  the  rallying  point  which  un  t  •;  tlum  in  common 


thi-  point,  which  would  have  the  further  effect  of 
doi;g  away  the  hypocritical  maxim  of  "ir.ius  ut 
lobei,  foris  ut  moris."  Nolhi  ig,  I  hink,  wonldbe 
so  likely  to  effect  this,  as  to  your  sect  partirula^ly, 
as  the  more  careful  attention  to  education,  w'lirh 
you  recommend;  an'l  which,  placing  its  members 
on  the  equal  and  commanding  benches  of  science, 
^  ill  exhibit  them  as  equal  objects  of  respect  and 
power." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Jidams,  dated 
QuTNCT,  July  31,  1818. 

"You  have  not  extended  your  i.Uas  f  the  rights 
of  private  judgme  nt  and  the  liberty  of  conscience 
both  in  religion  and  philosophy,  further  than  I  do. 
Mine  are  limited  only  by  morals  and  proprietj. 

I  have  Irad  o -casi  n  to  be  acquainted  \vith  several 
gentlemen  of  your  nation,  and  to  transact  business 
with  some  of  thpm,  whom  1  found  to  be  men  ofii. 
beral  mind>,  as  much  honor,  prohi'y,  generosity, 
and  g)od  breeding,  as  an}  I  have  known  in  any  sect 
of  religion  or  philosophy. 

I  wish  your  nation  may  be  admitted  to  all  the 
privil-ges  of  citizens,  in  every  country  of  the  world. 

This  country  lias  done  much,  I  wish  it  may  do 
more;  and  annul  every  narrow  idea  in  religion,  go- 
vernment and  commerce. 

Let  the  wits  joke;  the  philosopher  sneer!  What 
tlien!  It  has  pleased  tie  Providence  of  the  "Finsx 
CirsR,"  the  Universal  Cause,  tliat  Abraham  should 
give  religion,  not  only  to  Hebrews,  but  to  Chris- 
tians and  Mahometans,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
modern  civilized  world!! 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jaws  Madison,  dated 
MoNTPi  LiF.ii,  Mat  15,  1818: 

"Having  eve"  regarded  the  freedom  of  religious 
opinions,  and  worshippers,  equally,  belong. ng  to 
every  seot,  and  the  secure  eiijovme:>t  of  it  as  ihe 
best  human  provision  for  bringing  all  into  the  same 
way  cf  thinking,  or  into  that  mutual  clurity  which 
is  the  oi'ly  proper  substitut •■;  I  obverse  ".vith  plea, 
sure,  the  view  you  give  of  the  spiri;  in  wliicli  your 
scct,p  rt  keofthe  common  Lle^jsings,  ati'orded  by 
0!ir  government  and  laws." 

T,e  commitee  appointed  to  consider  the  justice  and 
expcdtenco  of  extending-  to  persons  pnfessing  the 
Jtivisli  religion,  the  same  {irivi'eges  that  are  enjoi/ed 
by  Chrisiinns,  h<  ve  taken  the  satne  into  their  serioitl 
C'insideraiion,  and  ask  leave  to  report: 
I'liAT — Willi  respect  to  die  justice  of  the  case 
submi..ted  to  tlieir  consideraiio  i,  yur  committee 
think  thtre  can  be  n'<  qa<  slioi:;  in  society,  mankind 
have  civil  and  political  duties  to  perforin,  but  with 
;i-gii:-d  *o  religion,  tlsat  is  a  quf-stion  w!  ic!i  rests, 
or   ought  to  rest,  between  man   and   his  Creator 
alone;"  there  is  no  law  can  reach  t!:e  heart— no  hu- 
man tribunal  that  has  a  riglu  to  take  cognizance  of 
tins  matter. 

But,  taking  this  subject  up  in  a  religions  point 
o*  view,  your  committee  would  appeal  with  con- 
fidence to  the  autho''iiy  ;f  the  Clinssian  r  lig'on 
its^'lf,  contained  in  tlie  Gospel,  and  the  Epu.ilfS, 
a-,  a  system  that  instead  of  persecution  and  pro- 
scription, bi-'  athes  rn  every  sen'euce  aiul  in  every 
line,  p^-ace  and  good  will  to  .*11  minkind- 

P.uil,  the  giea  apos  le  of  the  Gentiles,  hin.sell 
once  a  persecutor  ^1  C.iristians^,  after  his  mir;iciiliius 
Conversion,  thus  expresses  liims.  .f.  "I  cou.d  ^i»l» 
that  niyaeif  w<  r^  a'  cursed  fV)in  Ciirisi  for  my  bre- 
theren,  my  kin.srien,  accoi ..  i-.g  t  •  the  fi  sK.  w 
interis'.  whie  the  peculiar  d.gmas  braochii.gfiom  1  are  Israelii  es— to  wiiom  pci-tainrt^  Hie  a  _(>p  ^'"^ 
it  are  .»-i'e  exclu..ive  concern  of  me  respective  sets  and  t.ie  glory,  and  the  cov.-.ants  a:.d  the  gn  '^^^ 
"uil.r..cinR-  iheis  aid  no  rigntful  subjec.  of  no::.  the  law,  and  tie  service  of  God,  .md  t^e  P'"  ;  _'.  ; 
lu  ai-    other     rubli=  opinion  needs  reformaion  on  j  Whose  are  the  futhers,  and  of  wuom  as  cjncern.  -b 
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imp;irtially,  and  upon  general  rules  and  prinriples 
towards  all  his  creatures;  he  makes  no  exc^r^Hons; 
whatever  a  man's  faith  may  be,  or  whether  'le  in 
destitute  ofrfaith  entirely,  he  shares  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  mankind  the  blessing's  and  cim- 
foris  of  this  life.  A.fi^-iin  he  tells  us,  "Judge  not 
tba'  ye  br  not  ju  '.g-ed  " 

T.iere  is  still  another  and  a  stronger  command- ' 
'nent,  a  coinmandment  which  if  we  are  Christians 
were,  "all  things  to  ali    nen,  tiiat  hk  mi^ht  by  all'in<leed   we   ought  to   olr-y:  for  this    is  the   gr-at 
means  save  so-ne."     "Unto  the  J- ws  (he  says)   licritdnon  laid  down  by  Christ  him^^elf,  "bv  thisshall 

all  men  know  that  ye  ;ire  my  dis'-ipl^s  if  ye  k-'ep 
mv  cftminandments."  Tlie  co.ninandm''nt  to  which 
your  committee  refer,  has  been  universally  kn.^wn 

e 
e 


the  flesh  Christ  came."  And  what  was  the  rule  of 
his  conduct  ?  Instead  of  asking  them  to  subscribe 
to  his  belief,  he  submitted  to  their  riifi*  and  cere- 
monies — he  submitted  to  the  law  of  nurification, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  circumcise  Tioiolheus, 
who  was  afterwardf  ordained  tlie  firy.  bishop  of  the 
Eihesians. 

T'a    gteat  man  thought  it  liis  duty,  in  order  to 
make  converts  to  Christianity,  to   become,   as   it 


became  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  gain  the  Jews — to 
thern  ihat  are  under  the  'iw,  as  under  the  law,i,that 
I  inight  g.iin  them  thit  are  under  the  law  "  H- 
kn  w  liuman  natui'e  too  well  to  u^e  tests  or  quali- 
fcations,  fire  or  faggots  to  aid  tlie  lioly  cause  in 
which  .e  was  engaged,  heweUkne  v  *hat  persecu 
tioii  may  make  m;"n  hypocrites,  bui  never  can  make 
them  true  b-lievers.  ■  He  also  declares,  "circumci- 
sio'5  is  othi  g,  :And  •m'-.ircumeisi  >a  s  no'hing,  but 
keepiJig  t!)?'  rommandments  of  God."  And  again, 
"God  Will  render  to  every  mm  according  to  his 
deeds,  (not  according  to  his  faith.)  Tribulation 
and  anguish  up  n  ev  rv  soul  of  man  th;it  doeth  evil, 
of  ihe  Jew  firsi,  aad  als  .  of  the  G—  ile,  but  glory, 
honor  ^nd  p°ace  to  "v.-ry  man  tliat  worketli  good, 
to  the  Jev/  fi.-st  a:id  ilso  to  the  Gentile— for  there 
IS  no  rejp?ot,  ,,f  persons  with  God."  And  ag;iin, 
•'It  is  one  God  who  shUl  justify  the  circumcision 
by  faith  and  the  uncircumcision  through  fdt'-." 
At  another  plane,  he  pnts  t  lis  vtv  importa "t  que-- 
tion.  "Wli  t  advantage  then  hat'  'he  Jew?  or  w*,at 
profi'  is  there  of  circunicision  ?"  (To  which  he 
iniik'^s  this  rem;irk.ble  reoly.)  "Much  everyway 
'-■hiefly  because  t'at  uutp  them  were  committed 


and  distinguished  as  the  great  rule  of  eq-i'i<v— th 
golden  rule— "Therefore  nil  th.ngis   wha  soever  y, 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you"  do  ye  evei  so  "to 
them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

This  plain  and  simple  rule  which  he  "wiio  runs 
may  read— who  reads  may  understand,"  embraces 
more  in  a  few  words  than  any  o'her  sent-nce  that 
ever  was  recorded.     H.-rr-  is  no  room  f  )r  sofjhistry 

—no  cans     for  cavil—  o  doub'— rno   mvs»ery no 

excepti-in;  all  is  clear,  convincing  nnd  conclusive. 

A  I  thi  igs,  all  mitters  of  faith  or  pr.ictice,  all 
that  regards  our  social  and  common  inercourse, 
all  that  regard*,  our  du.ies,  civil,  p  diiical  or  re- 
li^  u  ,  IS  i.ere  included,  i«  here  embraced.  "What- 
soeve:,"  m-rk  well  the  words,  they  cannot  be  too 
of  eii  repeated,  they  connot  be  too  often  held  tip 
to  our  recollection,  "  IVhatsoever  you  tumid  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

And   if  we   examine  the  history   of  the  great 
ider  of  Ch  istianity,    from    his   cradle    to    his 


tou. 


cross,   we  always  fiiui  liim   expressing  himself  in 


the  oracles  of  Gid."  Indeed  all  the  wri'incrs  of  I  ^''^  ^'^^  '^''•d.  generous  and  liberal  manner,  and 
this  d'ustriotis  apos'de,  particularly  his  epistle  toT'^^y^  preferring  Wiq  doers,  to  the  Aearers  of  he 
the  R)mans.  he.u'  testimony  that  he  nrofessed  the  ^^^'■*^^'  "^<"^  <^^'-*''y  0"e  that  saiih  unto  me  Lord, 
true  spirit  of(;!ii.<tanitv,tiie  true  spirit  ofC  risHan  '  ^'^'■'^'  ^  '"^^  ^"^*^'"  ''"^o  ^^e  kingdom  of  Heaven,  but 
"'"     "  ■•  ■  -  he  tha'  do-th  the   will  of  my  faiher   who  is    in 

H  aven."  Not  the  empty  professors  of  religion,  not 
the  mere  subscribers  to  a  belief  in  the  truths  of 
the  gospel. 

But  if  we  are  Christians  indeed  and  in  truth,  w 
must  believe  that  the  Jcwidi  nation  will  again  be 
restored  lothe  favour  and  protection  of  God.  The 
s.ory  of  ih.4t  wonderful  people,  W-ora  the  days  of 
Abraham  unto  the  present  time,  is  full  of  interest 
and  instruction;  their  iirst  emigration  to  E '•ypt; 
their  leaving  that  cotmiry  for  the  la-id  of  Caiiaan,* 
their  passage  tlirough  the  Red  sea;  their  journey 
m  the  wilderness;  their  settlement  in  Cmaan;  their 
captivity   at  Babylon;    their   restoration   and    final 

d.spersion,  atlb-d  a  theme  that  never  has  been 

never  can  be  ^-xhausted.  They  were  once  the 
P  culiir  people  of  God— hey  are  yet  a  peculiar 


chaity— which  '  beareth  all  thingj,  believeth  all 
thiogs,  hopeth  all  things"— ?/*(!«  charity  w^vcli 
never  fail "tli—f/irz;  charity  which  he  declares  is  far 
superior  to  fnith  and  hopz—that  sni  it,  which  ano- 
ther  apostle  (J  ,mes)  says  is  first  pure,  then  pe.ice- 
a-ble,  geoile  rmd  easv  o  be  e  itreated,  full  of  .mercy 
*iid  good  fruits,  wi  hou*  partiality  and  withoir 
hypocrisy.  And  the  s'lme  apostle  (J  mes)  asks, 
^'What  doth  it  pr^fi^  my  br^tliren,  'hough  a  man 
say  he  hath  ftii.h,  and  have  not  works— can  faith 
save  him  ^  Fiit'i  wi'hout  works  is  de«d.  Yea,  a 
man  may  say  ihou  hast  faith  and  I  have  works; 
shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will 
shew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works — thou  b  dif^vest 
that  th^re  is  one  God— tliou  doest  well — the  devils 
als^  believe  and  t-em'  le." 

Your  committee  v.'ou'd  also  ref?r  to  another  au-  .      -  .  ^-.  ..  , 

^thoriiy,  an  authority  paramount  to  all  others,  and  P^^l'le;  tlioug  i  scattered  a  id  dispersed  in  eyery 
on  which  alone  they  would  be  willing  to  submit  j  ^^"""''7  '^'^^  '"  f^very  clime,  their  future  state  will 
the  question;    hey  mean  that  of  the  divine  author,"^  doubi  be  mor2  glorious  .ban  ever.     And  he  who 


of  CSris'ianity  itself. 

In  tliat  celebrated  sermon  delivered  on  the 
Mount,  a  sermon  which  takes  r.inkof  all  others,  and 
d''velopes  a  system  of  divinity  more  to  be  valu'd 
than  ail  other  systems  in  the  world;  he  tells  us, 
"Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law  or 
the  prophets;  I  came  not  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil 


led  their  fathers  through  the  desar,s,  has  promis.-d 
t)  lead  them  agiin  to  their  native  laid.  lie  who 
raise  I  up  and  called  Cyrus  by  name,  can,  by  tiie 
sine  power  and  with  the  same  ease  raise  up. a 
deliverer  to  his  once  ftvored  nation;  ^nd  it  is  prub- 
able  that  the  ti  ne  is  no;  far  disl  mt  when  this  great 
event  shall  take  place.     Wiio  that  has    ever  con- 


and  again,  "Love  your  enemies — bless  tliem  that; templated   the   rise  and  progress    of  the  Russiin 


curse  you — do  good  to  them  that  hate  you — and 
pray  for  Ihem  that  despiteftilly  use  you  and  per- 
secute you."  And  he  then  adds  ♦he  reason,  "That 
ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  father  who  is  in 
Heaven,  for  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil 


em^jire,  and  noticed  that  of  the  decline  and  fall  of 
that  of  Turkey,  but  will  agree  that  wondrous 
changes  will  ere  long  t^ke  place  in  that  part  of  the 
world;  and  when  the  crescent  shall  submit  to  the 
eaijle,  may   we  not  hope  that  the  banners  of  the 


and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  'children  of  Israel  shall  again  be  unfurled   on    th3 
on  the  unjust."     The  Creator  of  all  thiiijs   ac'.s  '  WitHs  of  J^-rusalein- on  the  IIol:-  H:ll  of  iiior, 
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Yoif  committee  could  rofer  you  to  many  declara- 
tions in  M-ises  and  the  Prophets  that  spe:ik  of  the 
fall  and  restoration  of  the  Jews.  Moses  says,  "TSe 
Lord  shall  scatter  thee  among  all  people  fmm  the 
One  end  nf  the  e»rth  even  unto  the  other;  so  tha' 
all  nation'?  shall  say,  wherefore  hath  the  Lord 'lone 
thas."  And  aeain,  speaking  of  their  final  restora- 
tion, he  says,  «'If  any  of  them  be  driven  out  unto  I  rights  of  hospitality  in  that  now  hospitable  state, 
the  remote  parts  of  Heaven;  from  thence  will  the  except  he  would  take  the  oath  of  supremacy  and 
Lord  thy  God  gather  thee,  and  from  thence  wil;  |  of  allegiance.  Shall  Maryland,  which  ought  to 
he  fetch  thee.     And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  bring  lead  the  van  in  the  glorious  cause  of  freedom,  civil. 


kmwiedge  is  fast  increasing  Shall  we  not  also 
improve  in  thearts  of  government;  and  shall  Mary- 
land— sh.ili  that  very  state  which  was  originally 
settled  by  Catholics,  by  those,  who  in  their  turn 
iiad  been  proscribed  and  prohibited  from  making 
settlements  in  Virginia,  and  whose  first  founder, 
sir  George  C  ilvert,   was  almost  even  denied  the 


thee  into  the  land  which  thj-  fathers  possessed,  and 
^ou  shall  possess  it.  For  the  Lord  shall  judge 
liis  people  and  repent  himself  for  his  servants, 
when  he  seeih  that  their  power  Is  gone.  Israel 
shall  then  dwell  in  fafety  alone.  The  fountain  of 
Jacob  shall  be  upon  a  land  of  corn  and  wine:  also 
liis  heavens  shall  drop  down  dew.  Happy  art 
thou,  O  Israel,  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people 
saved  by  the  Lord,  the  shoulder  of  thy  help,  and 
wlio  is  the  sword  of  thine  escellency,  blessed  is 
he  that  blesseth  thee,  and  cursed  is  he  thatcurseth 

thee.' 

And  the  prophet  Isaiah  thus  exnres'ses  himself, 
"I  will  restor?  thy  j  id^es  as  at  the  first,  and  thy 
cnu".sellors  as  at  the  beginnincr,  .ifterward  thou 
.shalt  he  crdled  the  city  of  righteousn'='ss;  ihe  f.dth- 
ful  city,  for  the  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  Jarob, 
and  will  yet  choose  Israel  and  set  them  lu  their 
o'-n  h.nl'' 

Tour  committee  could  go  on  to  multiply  proofs 
upon  proofs  on  this  '-iubiert,  unnl  t'jis  rtp  irt  ('o'lg 


♦•nough  alreadv)  would  he  swelled  into  a  volume;  .tions  for  sea  ports  in  abundance;  it  is  therefore  her 


bMt  let  theni  rather  ref-r  you  to  the  Gospel  and  the 
Boistles — to  Moses  and  the  Prophets — to  the  law 
and  thp  testimony. 

It  is  indeed  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the 


political  and  religious,  be  the  last  to  adopt  a  system 
which  the  other  states  in  general,  and  which  the 
United  States  have  adopted. 

Shall  your  committee  be  told,  that  however  just 
it  may  be  to  abolish  all  distinctions  among  religious 
sects;  yet  that  it  is  inf.xpebifnt  to  make  innova- 
tions on  the  constilulion  of  Maryland.  This  is  the 
language  of  prejudice — this  savours  too  much  of 
that  narrow  doctrine  so  often  used  in  other  coun- 
tries by  those  who  are  stiled  lf.gitimatk  monarchs 
and  by  their  adherents.  Our  own  government,  from 
its  very  foundation,  was  an  innovation — the  declara- 
tion of  independence  was  an  innovation — the  re- 
formation of  Luther  was  an  innovation — and  to  use 
the  languigf  of  the  eloquent  Gerald,  who  fell  a 
victim  to  tyrunny — Christianity  itself  was  aninnqva- 
tioi). 

Maryland  possesses  numerous  advantages  over 
many  other  states.  IHest  with  a  fruitful  soil;  with 
numerous  navigable  streams;  with  a  noble  bay,  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world,  with  situa- 


interest  to  draw  men  of  enterprize  and  of  capital 
to  her  sliores.  The  tide  of  emigration  which  is 
now  flowing  fast  to  the  west,  has  already  taken 
from  Maryland  many  of  her  best  and  most  indnst- 


truth  of  Christianity,  that  there  is  such  a  pcople|rious  citizens,  and  altiiough  we  need  not  hold  out 


as  the  J.ws.  Take  away  the  Jewish  nation — take 
away  Mosps  and  tlie  Prophets,  and  what  becomes 
of  Christianity  ?  You  would  in  fact  tear  away  some 
of  its  strongest  foundations,  destroy  some  of  its 
most  incontrovertible  evidences.  The  Jewish  and 
the  Christian  systems  ai'C  nearly,  very  nearly,  aUied; 
are  they  not  even  a  species  of  Christia;>s  ?  What 
does  the  apostle  Paul  say  on  this  point  when  talking 
of  Moses  ?  "'Hp  esteemed  t^e  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of  Egypt."  The 
Jewish  nation  believe  in  Christ — in  a  saviour — i" 
k  Messiah  yet  to  come — and  the  same  apostle  also 
says,  •'!  would  not  brethren,  that  ye  should  be 
ignorant  of  this  mystery,  lest  you  should  be  wise 
in  your  own  conceits,  that  blbulnesi  in  part  is 
bappened  unto  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in — and  so  all  Israel  shall  be 
saved,  as  it  is  writtc,  there  shall  come  out  of  Zion 
the  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from 
Jacob." 

'  It  is  the  interest,  and  it  ought  to  be  the  wish,  of 
every  religious  sect  amoi-g  u«  to  see  all  political 
clistinctions  for  ever  abolished.  Under  the  con- 
Blitution  of  the  Uni  ed  States,  the  most  perfec: 
freedom  is  alio  ved  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  surely 
inconsistent,  it  is  surely  strange,  that  a  Jew  who 
jnay  hold  a  seal  in  congress  wlio  may  even  be  raised 
|o  the  highest  and  mx)st  honorable  station  in  the 
iiniverse,  the  c'lief  magistrate  of  a  free  people,  can- 
iiot  I'.old  any  oflri-e  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  con- 
.''titutiori  of  Maryland. 

■"*  In  I'lr-^e  founl)"?,   or  more,  of  the  other   states, 
pai-licul;;rly  in  all  those  whose  consti'u  ions  have 
been  recently  formed,  free  unrestrained  freedom 
of  religious  opinion   is  enjoyed;  mankind  are  im 
proving   in   the  arts   and  £ciences'—t!ie  slock  of 


nducements  to  emigrants,  we  ought  to  let  it  be 
known  that  in  Maryland,  men  enjoy  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  in  as  great  a  degree,  as  they  do  in 
any  other  state  in  the  union. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  are  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  just,  that  it  is  expedient,  that 
Jews  and  Christians  should  be  placed  on  an  equal 
footing  in  regard  to  theu"  civil  rights  and  privileges. 
That  the  adoption  of  this  measure  is  recommended 
by  reason  as  well  as  by  scripture;  stronger  argu- 
ments are  surely  imnecessary.  The  mists  of  ignor- 
ance and  of  .superstition  are  pas.sing  away  at  the 
approach  of  the  sun  ©f  liberty;  they  are  scarcely 
seen  in  the  other  states;  let  them  no  longer  cast 
a  gloom  over  our  beloved  Maryland;  let  their  bane- 
ful influence  be  felt  no  more;  let  them  vanish  for- 
ever. 

Your  coiTimittee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  extend  to  the  sect  of  peo- 
ple professing  the  Je.vish  religion,  the  same  rig'its 
and  privileges  that  are  enjoyed  by  Christians."  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order,  JOHx\  W.  PRESTON,  elk, 

AN  ACT— To  exfeiidto  the  sect  of  people  professing 

the  Jewish  religion,  the  same  rights  and  privileges 

that  are  enj jt/ad  by  Christians. 

IVherens,  It  is  the  acknowledged  right  of  all  men 

to  worsliip  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 

own  consciences.     And  whereas,  it  is  declared  by 

the  thirty-sixth  section  of  the  bill  of  rights  of  this 

state,  "i'liat  tiie  manner  of  administering  an  oaln 

to   any   person   ought  to  be  such  as  those  of  the 

religious   persuasion,  profession,  or  denomination 

of  which  sucli  person  i-^  one,  generally  esteem  t.ie 

ajost  elfectui.*  ccufirnialiou  by  the  allcsiation  ot 
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the  divine  beirp.  And  •^"hereas,  religious  tesis  for 
civil  employment,  thouprh  intended  as  a  barrier 
ag'ftinst  the  depraved,  f  pq-.ienlly  operate  as  a 
restraint  upon  ihe  corscieniiou';;  and  as  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Unitpd  Slates  requires  no  religions 
qmlifi'^ation  for  civil  nffire.     Ther'^fore, 

Skc.  1.  Bs  it  eniicted.  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Mar L land,  T\\\x.  \^o  rel.frious  lest,  declaration,  o'- 
su'  scfiption  of  op^ni  m  as  lo  '■eliglon,  shnl'  be  re 
quired  fr.  m  any  jersoii  .f  the  s^-ct  (^alifd  Jews,  as 
a  qudific.itinn  'o  iiold  or  <  xercise  any  office  or  em- 
ployr-ent  of  ■  lofi'  or  tru^t  in  this  state. 

Skc.  2  And  be  it  enacted.  That  every  oath  to  he 
admi'isered  to  sny  person  of  ihp  sect  of  peopl" 
called  Jp'vs,  shall  be  administered  on  the  five  books 
of  Mosfs,  ag-eebly  to  the  '-eligious  education  of 
that  people,  and  not  o'herwise. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  ■<  enacted,  That  if  this  act  shall 
be  confi'med  hy  the  general  nssenblv,  -"fter  the 
next  election  of  delegates,  iti  the  first  session 
after  such  new  election,  as  the  constitution  and 
form  of  government  directs;  that  in  such  case, 
this  act  and  tlie  alterations  and  amendments  of 
the  consiitution  and  f>rm  of  government  therein 
coRtained,  shall  be  taken  and  considered,  and 
shall  constitute  and  be  valid  as  part  of  the  ssid 
constitution  and  form  of  government,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  any  thing  in  the  declaration  of  rijrhts, 
constitution  and  form  of  government  contained,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  several  clauses 
and  sections  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  constilu 
tion  and  form  of  government,  and  every  part  of 
any  law  of  this  state,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  so  far  as  respects  the  sect  of  people  afore- 
•said,  sliall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  repealed  and  annulled  on  the  co"fi''''^^^i*^"  here 
Pf. 
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Naturalization. 

FBOM  THS  NATIONAL  1  NTELLIOEKCFn. 

Many  aliens,  desirous  of  becoming  ritizens  of  the 
United  States,  have,  from  the  want  ofpre^iie  infor- 
mation on  the  subject,  experienced  difficulties  in 
effecting  their  objc-t.  Soire  of  the  courts  of  the 
states  and  of  the  United  States  have  occasionally 
misapprehended  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April, 
1802,  entitled  "An  act  ft  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  pass- 
ed on  that  subject"  The  fo!lo"'ing  instructions  v^ill 
be  found  to  correspond,  in  every  particul;;r,  vjth  the 
act  in  question.  They  should  be  carefully  perused 
and  preserved  by  all  those  whom  it  may  concern. 

Jnstruclinns  to  aliens  arriving  in  the  Z^nited  States, 
who  may  be  desirous  of  becoming  citizens  thereof. 
Three  things  are  indispensible  to  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  an  hlien,  namely: 

1.  A  report  of  himself  on  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States. 

2.  A  declaration  of  bona  fide  intention  to  become 
a  ciiizen. 

3.  A  declaration  upon  oath  or  afHrmation,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  renunci.ition  of  all  foreign  allegiance. 

First — A  report  of  himself,  if  of  the  ageof  twen 
tyone  years;  or,  if  under  that  age,  the  report  to  be 
made  f.r  him,  by  his  parent,  guardian,  master,  or 
mistress.  It  must  be  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict csiirt  of  tlie  district  where  the  aliens  .arrives, 
or  to  some  otlier  coiu-t  of  record  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  of  either  of  tlie  territorial  districts,  or  of 
» particular  st;i':e. 


Dated  fat  the  place  of  arrival, ~y 

or  i.f  residence  J    where  ihe  C 

report  is  made.  j 

JAMES  ALVIV, 
far  himself  and  family . 

(Ij="  T' e  f  iregolng  is  an  example  of  a  report  for  a 
whole  family. 

Individuals  of  twenty-one  years  of.-tge,  having  no 
family,  may,  of  course,  report  themselves  separate 
ly,  obsernng  the  same  form. 

In  the  case  of  a  minor  arriving  alone,  and  having 
no  parent,  guardian,  master,  or  mistress,  he  should 
h.°  reported  by  some  adult  friend,  residing  in  the 
United  States. 

The  clerk  will  receive  and  register  the  report; 
and  his  fee  for  so  doing  is  fifty  cetits. 

S'-condly—Tivo  years  after  the  date  of  the  pre- 
ceediiig  report,  (but  no  sooner)  the  aliens  therein 
may  proceed  to  take  the  second  preparatory  step, 
which  is  a  declaration  of  bona  fide  intention  to  be- 
come citizens,  and  must  be  made  before  the  su- 
preme, superior,  district  or  circuit  court  of  some 
of  thf"  states,  or  territorial  districts  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  following  form: — 

JVo.  //.  For7n  of  a  declaration  of  bona  fide  intention  to 
become  a  ciiizen. 
I,  James  Alvin,  a  native  of  Cork,  in  Ireland,  of 
the  age  of  42  years,  and  now  or  lately  owing  alle- 
giance fo  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Bi'ilain  and  Ireland,  do  hereby  de- 
clare, that  it  is  bonafde  Tf.y  intention  to  become 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  to  renounce  for- 
ever all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince 
potentate,  state,  or  sovereignty  whatever:  and  par 
ticularly  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and  fi- 
delity to  the  said  mtjesty  the  king  of  the  United 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

JAMES  ALVIN. 
Sworn  to,  or  affirmed,  in  open  court. 

Thirdly — Declaration  upon  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  support  the  constitution,  and  renunciation  of  fo- 
reign allegiance.  This  is  the  final  step.  It  may  be 
made  three  years  after  the  declaration,  (No-  II,) 
but  not  sooner. 

AVhenthe  alien  is  about  to  make  it,  he  must  ap- 
ply to  the  clerk  of  the  court  with  whom  he  filed 
his  report,  (No.  I )  who  will  furnish  him  with  a 
certificate  thereof,  for  a  fee  of  fifty  cents:  and  also 
to  the  clerk  of  the  court  wherein  his  declaration, 
(No.  II.)  has  been  made  and  recorded,  from  whom 
he  may  likewise  procure  a  certificate  of  such  a  de- 
clarauoii  having  been  made. 

The  alien  must  then  apply  to  a  supreme,  supe- 
rior,  district,  or  circuit  court  of  some  of  the  Mtates, 
or  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the  United  States, 
or  a  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United  Stutes, 
and  with  the  two  certificates  meDlic-ncd,  presfcnt 
tlie  following  application- 
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No.  TIT.  F  rm  of  Hie  apnlir,<)tif)n. 

To  the  honora'le  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Maryland,  pow  sitting  in 
the  citv  of  Ballimopp: 

The  application  of  James  .\.lvm  respectfully  show- 

eth: 

The  said  applicant  has  made  report,  and  caused 
regfistry  to  be  made  of  himself,  with  a  view  to  his 
naturalization,  iccorlincj  to  the  law  of  the  Uiite' 
States  in  that  case  enactpd;  a  certificate  of  whicli 
repoft  and  registry,  is  Iierewith  sxhibited;  and  has, 
moreover,  made  a  declaration  of  his  bo7ia  /Iflf  inten- 
tion to  become  a  ciMzen  of  the  Unit-d  S*.t'"S,  as 
required  by  law,  of  which  a  certifi  -ate  is  I'kewlse 
hera  presented.  Wherefore,  the  said  applicant 
respectfiiUv  prays  the  honorable  the  cour*,  that  he 
may,  in  the  usual  form,  be  admitted  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Slates. 

J.WIES    \LVIV. 

Upon  this  application  the  court  must  be  satisfi- 
ed— 

1st.  That  the  alien  has  resided  within  the  United 
'States  five  years  at  lea-^t. 

21.  That  he  has  resid -d  within  the  state  o-  ter- 
ritory, where  the  court  is  at  the  lime  held,  o'le 
year  at  least. 

3d.  That  durinjr  the  five  years,  the  alien  has  be- 
haved as  a  man  of  ar^od  moral  charartpp,  attached 
to  the  priiciples  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  well  disposed  to  the  good  order  and 
happiness  of  *he  same. 

The  oath  of  the  applicant  will  in  no  case,  be  al- 
lowed to  prove  his  residence. 

Upon  beingf  satlsfi  d  on  these  points  the  court 
will  admit  the  alien  to  citizenship,  upon  his  making 
the  followinsj  declaration: 

No.  IV.  From  the  final  declaration. 

I,  James  Alvin,  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  will  sm- 
port  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
I  do  abs-ilutely  and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure 
all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince, 
potentate,  st.-.te,  or  sovereignty  whatever;  and  par-j 
tioularly,  I  do  hereby  absolutely  and  entirely  re- 
nounce and  abjuT'e  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the 
king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Grea'  Britain  and 
Ireland.  J\MES  ALVIN. 

S-^uor7i  to,  or  affirmed  in  open  court. 

If  the  alien,  applying  for  admission,  has  borne 
any  hereditary  title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of 
nobilitj',  he  must  add  to  the  next  preceeding  de- 
claration as  f)llows:  And  furthermore,  I  do  hereby 
expressly  renounce  all  claim  to  any  hereditary  ti- 
tle, or  order  of  nobility,  and  especially  to  the  title 
of  viscount,  earl,  or  marquis  (as  the  case  may  be,) 
which  I  have  heretofore  borne. 

The  clerk  of  the  court  will  record  those  proceed- 
ings, and  will  furnish,  on  application,  a  certifi- 
cate of  citizensliip,  which  will  be  evidence  that  the 
alien  has  been  duly  naturalized. 

GENF.KAL    OUSEUVATIONS. 

Every  court  of  record,  in  any  individual  state, 
having  common  law  jurisdiction,  and  a  seal  and 
clerk  or  ppothonotary,  is  considered  as  a  district 
court,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  concerning  na- 
tural ization- 

The  provisions  of  the  act  respecting  naturaliza- 
tion lias  reference  to  free  white  aliens  only. 

Aliens  residing  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  between  the  18lh 
'dayoFJune,  1798,  and  the  14th  day  of  April,  1892 
and  who  had  continued  so  to  reside,  may  be  ad 
initted  citizens  without  a  compliance  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  law  which  requii-es  a  law  of  bonajide 
inteiuioil. 


Any  alien  who  has  made  report  on  '^is  arrival  in 
the  United  States,  (as  in  No.  I.)  and  who  has  made 
a  declaration,  [as  in  No.  II]  of  bona  fide  intention, 
dying  before  he  is  actually  naturalized,  his  widow 
and  children  are  considered  hs  sueh,  uoon  taking 
the  oath  prescribe  1  by  law,  [as  in  No.  IV. ] 

The  children  of  persons  duly  naturalized  under 
any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  S  a'es — or  who,  pre- 
viously to  the  passing  of  any  l-»w  on  that  subject  by 
the  govern'oent  of  the  United  S^tes  [i.e.  previons. 
ly  to  the  26th  of  March,  1790,]  may  have  become 
citiz'-ns  of  any  one  of  the  states  under  the  laws 
thereof,  being  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  at  the 
timeof  their  parent's  being  naturalized,  are,  dweU. 
ling  i.n  the  United  States,  considered  citizens. 


Promotions  and  Appointments. 

Adjutant  &  fnsfiect'ir  Gi'tiernrs  OJice, 
10th  March,  1819. 
General  Order. — Promo'ions    and  appointments 
mad*"  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,    since  the 
publication  of  tiie  register,  for  January,  1819. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

Lt.  col.  W  K.  A'-miste^d,  to  be  col.  I2th  Nov. 
1318,  vice  S  vift,  resigned. 

Brevet  c^l.  W.  M'llee,  maj>r,  to  be  lieut.  col 
12li  Nov.  1818,  vice  \rmistead,  promoted. 

B-evet  Tfut.  col.  J  G.  To^ten,  captain  to  be 
major,  12  n  Nov    1818,  vice  M'R'-e  promoted. 

ist.  lieu^  T  W.  .Maurice,  to  he  captain,  l2th 
November,  1818,  vice  Totten,  promoted. 

2:1  lieut.  G.  Blmey,  to  be  first  lieut.  I2ih  Nov, 
1S18,  vice  Maurice,  pr^mo'ed. 

First  regiment  of  infanf't/. 

1st.  lieut.  Robert  L.  Coomb,  to  be  captain,  7th 
January,  1819,  vice  Amelung,  resigned. 

2'  lieut  Wm.Seaton,  to  be  1st  lieut.  1st.  Jan, 
1819,  vice  Smith,  resigned. 

2  1  It  Wm.  Harney,  to  be  1st  It.  7th  January, 
1819,  vice  Coomb,  oromoted.  ^ 

Fourth  rcqiinetit  of  infantry. 

1st  It,  Joseph  Stiomo,  to  be  captain,  1st  March, 
1819,  vice  M'Intosh,  promoted. 

2d  It.  Tuomas  Williamson,  to  be  1st.  lieut.  8th 
January,  1819,  vice  Bunting. 

2d  It.  John  Hull,  to  be  1st.  lieut.  1st,  March, 
1819,  vice  Shomo,  promoted. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infintry. 

2d  It.  George  Murdoch,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st 
January,  1819,  vice  M'Donald,  resigned. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infivtry. 

Brevet  col.  G  orge  M.  Brooke,  mijor,  to  belt, 
col.  1st  Mai'ch,  1819,  vice  Trimble,  resigned. 

Capt.  John  N.  M'Intosh,  of  the  4th  infantry,  to 
be  major,  1st  March,  1819,  vice  Brooke,  promoted. 

1st  lieut.  R.  Hu?nphreys,  to  be  captain,  24th  Dec, 

1818,  vice  Houston,  deceased. 

l«t  lieut.  Nathl.  Young,  to  be  captain,  1st.  Jan. 

1819,  vice  Wright,  resigned. 

2d  lieut.  Wilsoii  Whatley,  to  be  1st  lieut.  24th 
Dec.  1818,  vice  Humphrevs,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  George  W.  Allen,  to  be  1  si  lieut.  1st  Jan 

1819,  vice  Vv^ung,  promoted. 

APPOINT.MENTS. 

W  II.  Livingston,  S.  M.  light  artillery,  to  be  post, 
surgeon,  3d  Feb.  1819. 

Chas.  M'Crudy,  to  be  surgeon's  mate,  light  ar- 
tillery, 3d  Feb.  1819. 

Rd.  M.  liirrison,  It.  2d  infantry,  to  be  assistant 
deputy  quarter  master  general,  3d  March,  l^y- 

Abraham  C.  Fowler,  to  be  2d  lieiit.  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 3d  March.  1819. 
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Joseph  Honkins,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
3d  Mnrch,  1819. 

Divid  V.n  Ness,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artille- 
ry, 3d  March,  1819. 

Joel  Spencer,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artillery, 
3d  March,  1819. 

John  R.  Morg-ati,  to  be  2d  lieut.  corps  of  artille- 
ry, 3d  March,  1819. 

Thomas  Barker,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  Infantry,  3d 
Feb. 1819. 

Elij  ih    D,.vis,  to   be  2d    lieut.  1st   infantry,  3d 
Feb.  "1819. 

Bradford  Bradly,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  infantry,  3d 
March,  1819. 

Alfred    Mitchell,  to  be  2d    It.    1st   infantry,  3d 
March,  1819. 

Edwin  V.  Sumner,  to  the  2d  lieut.  2d  infantry, 
3d  March,  1819. 

Samuel  W.  Hunt,  to  be  2d  lieut.  3d  infantry,  3d 
Feb.  1819. 

Peter  T.  January,  to    be   2d   lieut.  3d   infantry, 
3d  March,  I8l9. 

Wm.  H.  Mann,  to  be  2d.  lieut.  4th  infantry,  3d 
Feb.  1819. 

Robert  B.  \  Tate,  to  be  2d  lieut.  4th   infaotry, 
3d  Marc!),  1819 

R.    H.  Branch,  to   be  2d  lieut.  7th    infantry,  3d 
Feb.  1819. 

Solomon  Chambliss,  to  be  2d  lieut.  7th  infantry, 
3d  March,  1819. 

Edward  Webb,  to  be  2d  lieut.  8th  infantry.   3d 
Feb    1819. 

Fiederiok  Lazarus,  to  be   2d.  lieut,  8th  infantry 
3d  Feb.  1819. 

W.  B.  Everitt,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
Marcli,  1819. 

James  W.  Paxton,  to   be 
infantry,  3d  Feb.  1819. 

Gideon  Lowe,  to  be  2d  lieut.  Rifle  reut 
1819. 

Daniel  Keith,  to  be  2d  lieut 
1819. 

Wm  D.  M'Cray,  to  be  2d  lieut.  rifle  rest.  3d 
Feb, 1819. 

Orroinel  Johnson,  to  be  surgeon's  mate  rifle  re^t 
3d  March,  1819.  ° 

The  officers  promot.ed,  will  report  for  duty,  ac- 
cording to  their  promotions.  Those  appointed 
have  received  special  orders  from  'his  office. 

1st  lieut.  Felix  Ansart,  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  9ih  March, 
1819- 

1st  lieut.  Thomas  C.  Legate,  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence.  9tl) 
March,  1819. 

Brevet  captain  Samuel  Spotts,  1st  lieut.  corps 
of  artillery,  to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsist 
ence,9th  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Richard  Bache,  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 
assistant  commissary  of  subaisteuce,  9th  March 
1819. 

1st  lieut.  Joseph  P.  Taylor,  corps  of  artillery,  to 
be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March 
1819.  ' 

1st  lieut.  Cliarlea  S.  Merchant,  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence.  9th 
March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Timothy  Green,  corps  of  artillery,  to 
oe  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March 
lol9.  I 

1st  lieut.  N.  G.  Wilkinson,  corps  of  artillery,  to ' 
tie  assistant  commissarv  of  subsistence,  9th  March 
iol9. 


8th  infantry,  3d 
surgeon's  mate,  8th 
id  Feb. 
rifle  regt.  3d  Feb. 
regt. 


1st  lieut.  H.  H.  Mlnton,  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 
assistant  commissary  of  subtistence,  9th  March, 
1819. 

1st  lieut.  11.  K.  Mead,  corps  of  artiller}',  to  be 
a'^sistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March, 
1819. 

Isl  lieut.  W.L.  Booth,  corps  of  artillery,  to  be 

assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

2d  lieut  W.  B.  Adams,  c  >rps  of  artillery,  to  be 

assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9fh  March,  1819. 

2d  lieut.  J.  P   Deterich,c  .rps  of  artillery,  to  be 

assist,  commissary  of  subsiitence,  9th  M  irch,1819. 

1st  li'Ui.  Christopher  K^izer,    ordnance,  to   be 

assist  commissary  of  sub-iiistence,  9ih  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Elijah  Lyon,  ligSt  artillery,  to  be  assist. 

commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  Marcli,  1819. 

2d  lieut.  W.Smith,  light  artillery,  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819 

2d  lieut.  Andrew  M'In'ire,  light  artillery,  to  be 
assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  .March,  1819. 
2d  lieut.  Thomas  Barker,  1st  inf.  to  be  asst.  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

2d  lieut.  Bradford    Bradly,    Is    infantry,    to   be 
assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9tl)  M  irch,  1819. 
1st  lieut.  James  Young,  2d  infantry,  to  he  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  B.  Griswold,  2d  infmiry,  to  be 
assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March, 1819. 
1st.  lieut.  W.dter  Bicker,  2d  infantry,  to  be  asst. 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9fh  M-.rch,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  John  B.  Clark,  3d  infantry,  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9ih  March,    1819 

1st  lieut.  E.  E.  B"ooks,  3  3  inf.tntry,  tobe  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

2d  lieut  Charles  Harrison,  3d  inf  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9tli  March,  1819. 

1  tlieu?.  Francis  W.  Brady,  4th  inf.  to  be  assist, 
commis  ry  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut;  Joseph  Gleason,  5ih  infantry,  to  be  asst. 
commi.ssary  of  subsistence.  9th  M.nrcb,  1815. 

1st  lieut.  Nathan  Clark,  6ih  infantry  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  .-iubsistence,  9.h  M.rcl),  1819. 

Isi  lieut.  T.  Hunt,  5  h  infantry,  to  be  assi.st  com- 
missary of  suisistence,  9  h  Marcii,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Robert  H.    Hammond,    5th  inf    to    be 
assist,  commissary  of  subsistence,  9di  March,  1819. 
2d  lieut.  S.  S.  Stacy,  5th  infaitry,  tobe    assist. 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  Isaac  Clark,  6'.li  infantry,  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  s»bsistance,9di  March,  1819. 

1st  lieut.  H  zel  Bedel,  6th  infantry,  to  be  assist, 
coipmissaryf  subsistence,  9th   March,  1819 

2d  lieut.  Charles  Buibridge,  6th  infantry,  to  be 
assist,  commisbary  .f  subsistence,  9th  March,  1819. 
2d  iieut.  H.  S.  M  illory,  7th  infantry,  to  be  jiseist. 
commissary  of  sub.sistence,  9h  March,  1819. 

2  1  lieut.  A.  M.  Houston,  7tli  infantry,  to  be  asst. 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9ih  M  .rch  1819. 

2d  lieut.  Wm.  W.  Bronaiigli,  7  h  inf.  to  be  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9ih  March,  1819. 

2d  lieu'.  Edward  Webb,  8th  infantry  tobe  assist, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  9ih  March,  1819. 

The  assistantcomiiiissai"ies  will  report,  bylettcr, 
to  colonel  George  Gibson,  cotTtmissary  general   ot 
subsistence,  at  Washington,  and  receive  hid  instruc- 
tions relative  to  \.heir  duties. 
By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  insp.  gen. 

JVbte.  By  general  order,  of  27th  January,  1 819, 
previous  to  the  resignation  of  lieut.  colonel  Trim- 
ble, major  Brooke,  of  the  4tii  infantry,  and  major 
Dinkins,  of  the  8th  infantry,  were  transferred,  on 
their  mutual  application. 
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MeteorologicaL 

The  politeness  of  the  Registers  of  land  offices 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  several  othpr  genile- 
men,  has  enabled  me  to  collect  meteorolog-ical  facts 
and  observations  for  nearly  twenty  ypa"s  past.  Tb  t 
places  of  observation  extend  from  Dr:roit  to  Oua- 
chita, JVeiv  Orleans,  and  Savamiah;  including  a 
space  of  12  degrees  of  lor.giiude  and  latitiije. 

The  Temper ntures  by  F.iluenheit's  thermometer; 
and  the  JVinds  and  the  IVeather  are  noted  in  the 
Morning,  at  2  P.  M.  and  in  the  Evening.  If  such 
observations  are  continued,  (as  I  hope  they  will  be,) 
for  a  few  years,  much  interesting  knowledge  of 
the  meteorology  of  our  country  will  be  effr-cted. 
The  following  result  of  the  observations  for  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  made,  at  UcCroit  hy  Peter  Auiiruin  Esq. 
Register  of  the  land  office,  and,  at  Savannah,  by 
Augustus  G.  Oelmer,  Esq.  wiU  serve  as  a  specimen. 

DETROIT. 

3ha7i    temperatures — Morning, 
2  P.  M. 
Evening, 
For  the  month. 
Highest  on  the  2,5th, 
Lowest  16lh, 

Range  of  mercury. 
Winds. — From  the  western  semicircle, 
From  the  Eastern  do, 

From  the  cardinal  points, 
IVeather.— Clear, 
Cloudy, 
Rain  or  snow, 

SAVANNAH. 
J\Iean    temperatures. — Morning, 
2  P.  M. 
Evening, 
For  the  month. 
Highest  on  the  10th, 
Lowest  21  St, 

Range  of  mercury, 
Winds. — From  the  western  semicircle. 
From  the  eastern         do. 
From  the  cardinal  points. 
Weather.— C\t-i.v, 

Cloudy, 
Rain, 

Quantity^of  rain,  linch  46    100 
The  mean  temperatures,  for   the   month  at  5a- 
■vanvah,  was  almost  double  that  at  Detroit. 

The  winds  from  the  luestern  semicircle  of  the 
horizon  was,  at  Savannah,  three  times,  and  at  De- 
troit nearly  (wzce  more  frequent  than  from  the 
Eastern.  But,  in  the  sumnitr,  the  proportion  varies; 
for  in  July  1818,  at  Detroit  the  west  was,  talhe<;as/, 
.58  10  il — at  Savannah,  as  31  to  '^3. 

Savannah  is  nearly  on  the  colliwiuinm  ot  the  varia- 
ale  and  the   trade  winds,     In  the  winter  the  great 
xrial  current  declines  Lo   the  south,  and  the  wes 
tern  winds  prevail  at  Savannah. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  ai  led  my  wishes, 

JOSIAH  MEIGS. 
Washington  March  11  1818. 

JDe^roit  is  in  latitude,  north,  42"  40'    0" 

longitude,  W.6f  the  capUol  6"    2' l2" 
.SaT'fl/ma/i— latitude,  north,  32"    8'    0" 

longitude,  W  of  the  capitol  4"  14'  12" 
DETROIT-July  1S18. 
-Meaji  temp&i-alure — Morning,  66  29 

2  P.  M.  «3  25 

Evening,  71  b7 


21 

27 

28  72 

24 

09 

28 

14 

42  00 

4 

00 

33  00 

54 

18 

21 

43 

39 

11 

42 

87 

59 

68 

50 

25 

50 

93 

74 

00 

24  00 

50 

00 

55 

29 

9 

68 

18 

9 

For  the  month, 

73  80 

Highest,  11th  day. 

96  20 

Lowest,  1st 

51  00 

^riM</s— Western  semicircle. 

32 

E.istern, 

13 

Cardinal  points, 

48 

Weather— C\^dv 

, 

58 

Cloudy, 

26 

Rain., 

« 

9 

SAVANNAH— July,  1818. 

Mean  temperature — Morning, 

73  39 

2  P.  M. 

92  54 

Evening, 

81  84 

For  the  month. 

82  59 

Highest,  3d  day, 

loi 

L'west,  lOih  day 

72 

W.nds — Western  semicircle. 

47 

Eastern, 

19 

Cardinal  points — N  4.  S  35 

E 

I 

4,  W 

4. 

3 

Weathef—CXesir, 

67 

Cloudy, 

24 

Rain, 

7 

Quttntity  of  rain,  3  inches 

21  100. 

JOSlAil  MEIGS 

Washington  city,  March  18, 1819 

Washington  City,  March  30,  1818. 
Dear  sir— As  it  is  gratifying  to  the  curious  and 
learned  to  preserve  from  oblivion  meteorological 
observations,  made  in  v  .rious  partsof  our  country, 
I  have  collected  the  following  minutes  of  the  ex- 
tremis of  cold,  in  several  places,  at  different  times, 
and  transmit  tliem  to  you  for  publication.  Taken 
by  Fahrenheit's  thermometer. 


February  13th  or  Uth  1 

817. 

deg. 

Washington  city. 

at  zero. 

Philadelphia,            2  1-2 

below  zero. 

Trenton,  N.  Jer.      3 

do 

Baltimore,                 4 

do 

Newark,  N.  J.           6 

do 

New  York  City,      7 

do 

Albany  city,             13 

do 

Harifoidcity,  Con.  14 

do 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  14 

d» 

Providence,  R.   1.  15 

do 

Amherst,   N.  H.     17 

do 

Portland,  Maine,    19 

do 

Newburyport,         '20 

do 

Gardinier,  Me        24 

do 

and 

on  the  iDlh  Feb.         52 

do 

Hanover,  N.  H.       30 

do 

Montreal,  Canada,  30 

do 

Sackelt's  Hitrbor  32 

do 

.Tan. 

10,  1810,  Amherst     14 

do 

Jan. 

30.  1818,         do         22 

do 

Feb 

13,  do             do         22 

do 

Jan. 

30,  do  Epsom,  N.  H.  22 

do 

Jan. 

31,  do  Concord           11 

do 

Feb 

11,  do  Washington      7 

above  zero 

IJoston                       14 

below  zero- 

Portsmouth,  N.H.  15 

do 

Concord                    19  1-2 

do 

Springfield,  Ms.     20 

do 

Windsor,  Vt.           28 

do 

Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  28 

do 

Cavemlish,  Vt.        30 

d» 

Hallowell,  Me.       32 

do 

Sackcti's  Harbor  33 

do 

Albany                      34 

do 

Fianconia,  N.  H.   39^ 

db 
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KEPT  AT  CHULICOTITE,  OHIO,  BY  SAXUEL  WHLIAMS;   BEIXG  THE  0B3ERTATI0XS  ?IA1)£  FOB  ON-E- BITrlHE  TEAH, 

FROM  JULY  1,  18ir,  TO  JUjYE  30,  1818. 

EXPLANATORY  REMARK?. 


There  are  three  observations  made  each  day — to  wit:  morrUng,  110071,  (or  2  o'clock,  P.  M.)  and  evening,  vhic,h 
are  entered,  respectively,  imtler  those  tliree  primary  divisions  (,f  the  table.  Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
hour  of  observation,  accord iiii;  to  the  changes  of  the  seasons;  but  since  the  fust  of  April  last,  they  are  regularly 
caade  at  simrisf,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  JIT.  and  at  sunset 

The  first  cohtmn  contsiins  the  day  of  the  month,  with  the  dominical  letter  for  the  year  prefixed  to  each  Sunday. 

The  first  column  in  each  of  the  divisions,  shews  the  temperature  of  the  atmos])here.  The  thermometer  used  is 
a  mercurial  one,  made  by  Gilbert  i3  Co.  London.  The  tube  is  fixed  in  a  brass  plate,  with  the  scales  of  Fahrenheit 
and  Reaumur:  the  former  is  the  one  used.  The  thermometer  is  suspended  .six  feet  from  the  floor,  and  four  inches 
from  the  wall,  in  a  porch  nine  feet  wide,  fronting  the  south — botii  ends  of  vliich,  as  well  as  tlie  front,  being  open, 
admits  a  free  circulation  of  the  atmosphere.  And  while  the  thermometer  is  entirely  defended  from  the  direct  sun- 
beams, a  sufficient  influence  is  admitted,  by  reflection  from  the  surface  of  a  grass  plat  in  front  of  the  porch,  to  shew 
the  true  atmospheric  temperature. 

The  second  column  shews  the  points  from  which  the  winds  blow.  This  is  always  ascertained  fi-om  the  courses  of 
he  clouds,  when  there  are  any;  otherwise,  by  the  smoke  from  chimniis.  From  the  position  of  the  hills  on  tlie  east 
and  "est  sides  of  Chillicothe,  the  indications  of  the  vane  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  the  course  of  the  winds.  The 
letters  "/^"  in  this  colum;i,  signify  a  light  zephyr,  imperceptible  to  the  senses  al  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  knowiv 
only  by  the  gentle  progress  of  theclouds.  When  the  points  only  are  given,  a  light  perceptible  breeze  is  nv  ;i:if.  A 
brisk  wind  is  denoted  by  tlie.  letters  "6r.";  and  a  very  strong  wind  by  the  letters  "sA-."  "  l^ir."  signifies  vari.-ible. 
When  two  opposite  currents  of  wind  are  observed,  the  upper  current  is  expressed  first. 

The  third  column  shews  the  state  of  the  weather,  briefly  desei-ibed.  'I'he  word  "f^'a?-"  is  intended  to  denote  ;x 
clourlless  sky;  an<i  w  hen  tiiere  ai-e  a  few  detached  "fjjitig  c'loifik"  those  words  are  added. 

Miscellaneous  remarks  are  added  at  the  bottom  of  the  rej^ister  of  each  nionth,  with  reference  to  the  day  on  whivh. 
Ithey  are  made. 

The  last  year  does  not  iurnish  a  fair  example  of  the  meteorology  of  Ohio.  The  cold  of  the  h-st  winter  exceeded 
by  several  degrees  that  of  any  former  year  since  the  settlement  of  the  state;  and  by  reason  of  the  lateness  and  cold- 
ness of  the  spi-ing,  vegetation  was  three  or  four  weeks  later  than  it  usually  is.  Yet  so  j-emarkably  rapid  bus  it  advaii- 
'ded  siwje  the  warm  weaUier  cotanienced,  that  it  is  now  as  near  maiiuity  as  it  generally  is  at  this  season. 


JULY,  18 17. 


MORjfixcr,  (7  o'clock) 


D'ys 


1 

a 

3 

4 
5 
'  Be 
7 

8 

9 
10 
II 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

'     19 

K20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I      26 

(B27 

S3 

20 

30 

Si 


Thr 


64° 

62 

63 

67 

69 

76 

70 

69 

66 

65 

72 

V2 

65 

61 

65 

72 

70 

69 

73 

78 

63 

71 

63 

62 

56 

54 

63 

74 

76 

75 

74 


Winds 


Weather. 


W 

calm 
calm 
calm 
calm 
WNW 
,AV 
W 
E 

SW 
S 

Wit. 
NW  It. 
N  It. 
K 

calm 
calm 
calm 
calm 
NW  It. 
NE 

NWbr. 
NW  It. 
Wit. 
calm 
calm 
W  it. 
calm 
TJW  It, 
KW 
N 

NOTES-On  the 


Clear 

Liffht  cloads 

Foggy 

Clear 

Fo^gy 

Cloudy 

Foggv 

Cloudy  and  some  raiu 

Seme  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy— threatens  rain 

Thin  clouds 

Cleav  (at  6  a.  m.  ther.  59) 

Clear 

Clear,  (light  fog) 

Clear 

Clear,  (light  fog) 

Clear,  (light  fog) 

Cloudy,  threatening  rain 

Cloudy,  threatening  rain 

Cloudy,  light  showers 

Clear,  fine  weather 

Cloudy,  rain 

H'vy  fog,  cl'd  off  at  C  a.m. 

Heavy  fog 

Cloudy,  some  rain 

Cloudy 

Thin  clouda,  some  rain 

Cloudy 

Char,  light  fog 

3d  the  first  ih^  thi?  f  iirarocr 


jrooN. 


Thr 


70 
78 
82 

87 
33 
76 
«4 
77 
79 
87 
88 
82 
80 
82 
90 
90 
85 
83 
84 
69 
79 
82 
68 
76 
80 
77 
84 
84 
83 
87 


Winds 


Weather. 


W 

calm 

NE 

E   It. 
WNWbr 

ssw 

NW 

E 
S 
W  br. 

NW  br. 
NW 

E 
E 
Eva. 

E 
S 

Wbr, 
NW  bk>. 
ESE 
NW 

NNW  It. 
WJiE 
E  It, 
SE 

SWbr. 
NNW  It, 
W  It. 
NW 
,N 


Clear,  flying  clouds 

Some  light  clouds 

Clear,  tlying  clouds 

Clear,  some  clouds 

Clear,  some  clouds 

Clear,  some  cloudii 

Cloudy 

Flving  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Flying  clouds 

Dense,  flying  clouds 

Flying  clouds 

Clear,  fine  weaiher 

Flying  clouds 

Dense  flying  clouds 

3ense  flying  clouds 

Dense  flying  clouds 

Some  clouds 

Dense  clouds,  lowering 

Cloudy,  light  showers 

Clear,  cs'd  up  at  10  a.m. 

CI'r,thin  cl'dson  horizon 

ri'gcrds.raincfdu  a.m. 

Clear,  some  clouds 

Flying  clouds 

Flying  clouds 

FIjing  clouds 

A  few  thin  clouds 

Cloudy 

Flying  clouds 


EVEAING,  (7  o'clock.) 


Thi- 


73 

71 
80 
78 
83 
74 
75 
80 
«9 
?2 
77 
75 
73 
77 
77 
78 
79 
76 
83 
70 
76 
72 
78 
66 
69 
72 
74 
82 
84 
77 
Ij   81 


Winds 


W 
calm 
NE  It. 
Wit. 
calm 
NNW 
SW 
NW  It. 
E 
S 

Wit. 
SW  It. 
NWIt. 
SE  It, 
SW 
calm 
calm 
calm 
calm 
N  U. 
S 

calm 
W  It, 
NE 
calm 
calm 
SW 
calm 
calm 
NW 
Icatia 


Weather. 

Clear  ~ 
Cloudy 

Clear 

/'I'r.somern  4p.!n.fr.:'I 
Clear 

Rain,  at  3  p.m.  ther.  £■!• 
Cloudy 
Clear 

Flying  clouds 
crdy.show'rs  fr.3to5p.m. 
Some  thin  clouds 
Clr'gup  aft.-rheuvvrain 
rhin  clouds 
Clear  and  serene 
Cloudy  and  lowei-inpj 
Klcar,  some  thin  cloiid'<! 
Clear 

1  hin  clo'ids 
Clear,  some  thin  cloud"! 
Thin  d'ds,  rain  in  afi'n 
Cloudy,  light  showers 
Clear  and  serene 
Hazy,  threatens  rain 
Clear 
Clear 

Cl'r,  thin  cl'Us  on  horizon 
Cloudy 

Some  thin  clouds 
CPdy.  (at  3  p.  Hi.  ther.<l2 

ci'dv/:?p.nnh'T.92!  .>. 

'-leav 


Sep.  TO  Voi.  %V. 


-10th,  Whsat  harvest  begiijs. 
C 
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AUGUST,  1817. 


^K^to 

^^^am 

MORNIXG,  {7  o'ctOCK.) 

NOON. 

EVENING,  (7  O'clock,) 

D'ys 

Thr 

Winds. 

Weather. 

Thr 

83 

Winds. 

Weather. 

Thr 

75 

Winds. 

Weather  • 

1 

67 

calm 

Clear  (at  6  a.  ra.  thr.  5Sj 

calm 

Clear 

calm 

Clr.  in  atVn  cl'ds  fr.  east 

2 

t.S 

calm 

Clear 

7P 

S  It. 

Cloudy 

73 

calm 

Clear 

R    3 

67 

calm 

F".?e:y 

80 

W  It. 

Cloudy,  light  showers 

74 

calm 

Clear,  It.  showers  inaflV. 

4 

7.! 

calm 

Clear 

78 

W 

Cloudv 

73 

W 

Clear 

5 

Si 

calm 

Flippy 

79 

W 

Some  (lying  clouds 

72 

calm 

Clear 

o 

65 

calm 

Clear 

80 

S  It. 

Thin  clouds 

74 

calm 

Cloudy 

7 

70 

■i\V 

Cloudy,  rain 

78 

W 

Cloudy 

79 

W 

Cloudy,  afternoon  clear 

8 

(<i 

NW 

Cloudy 





CNo  observation  made) 

70 

calra 

C  loudy 

9 

02 

calm 

Cloudy  and  hazy 

80 

np: 

Flying  clouds 

72 

calm 

Clear 

1P.10 

.*8 

calm 

Fo^^t^j- 

1  ^"^ 

NE  It. 

Clear 

fin 

calm 

Clear 

11 

5y 

calm 

Foij^y 

82 

E 

Clear 

74 

SE 

Cloiidy 

12 

■,3 

cairn 

Some  thin  clouds 

7S 

SE 

Cloudy,  lit^ht  showers 

71 

E  It. 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

13 

f)'i 

calm 

Foggy 

85 

Elt. 

Clear,  some  clouds 

70 

E  It. 

Cloudy,  showers  fr.  4  p.m. 
Cloudy,  rain 

1-1 

72 

SElt. 

Cloudy 

82 

SWlt. 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

-72 

SE  it. 

U 

70 

S 

Cloudy 

79 

sw 

Clear 

75 

calm 

Cleat 

16 

68 

calm 

Foggy 

82 

SW  It. 

Flving  clouds 

75 

calm 

Clear 

E17 

69 

cnlin 

Voggy 

87 

w 

Flying  clouds,  (obs.  2  p.  m. 

78 

calra 

Clear 

18 

73 

calm 

Clear 

yo 

w 

Clear 

80 

calm 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

1'-' 

72 

calm 

Clear 

89 

w 

Clear 

80 

calm 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

20 

1'J 

Wit. 

Clear,  some  tliin  clouds 

85 

w 

Clear,  shower  at  10  a.m. 

72 

W 

Cl'dy.  h'vy.  r.  fr.  4  30  p.m. 

21 

77 

VV 

Clear 

85 

w 

Clf-ar 

74 

W 

Clear             [thun.  &  It'ng, 

22 

62 

calm 

Vopfi-y 

85 

w 

Clear 

76 

WNW 

Clear           [cleared  uji  at  8 

23 

6y 

W 

Cloudy, clear  at  sunnsc 

75 

w 

Cloudy,  shower  at  9  a.m. 

56 

N  br. 

Cloudy,  r.  1  p.  m.  wind  N. 

E24 

5-1 

N  \n: 

Clear 

68 

N 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

61 

N.lt. 

Clear,  thin  clouds 

25 

47 

calm 

I'oggy 

72 

NE 

Clear 

63 

NE 

Clear 

26 

48 

calm 

Foicgy 

75 

F. 

Clear 

66 

calm 

'I'hin  clouds 

27 

53 

K.  It. 

Cloudy 

77 

E 

Clear 

66 

calm 

Clear 

2S 

52 

calm 

Koggy 

— 

(No  observation  made) 

66 

calm 

Clear 

2g 

55 

calm 

Foggy 

7!) 

W  It, 

Clear 

70 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

30 

— 

i'No  observation  made) 

86 

NE 

Flying  clouds 

76 

NE 

Clear,  thin  cloud* 

E31 

66 

calm 

'■'"gffy 

86 

NE 

Clear 

74 

calm 

Clear 

NOTE— On  the  7lli,  about  8  o'clock  P.  M.  the  wind,  being  then  W.  veered  to  tl»e  N.  W.  when  ft  severe  storm  of  wind,  rain.amt 
Jiail.  couimenceU,  accompanied  with  almost  incessant  and  vivid  lightning,  and  tremendous  thunder,  all  which  continued  for  thire 
houi's;  a  fjreat  quantity  of  rain  fell,  but  I  had  no  rain  Ruage  to  measure  it.  There  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  betwet:!  this  slorm, 
and;thai  wtiich  was  so  destructive  m  various  parts  of  the  Atlantic  states,  which  occurred  about  the  same  time.  Some  curious  fiels 
might  be  obta!4ied  by  a  comparison  of  the  observations  made  on  this  phenomenon,  as  it  occtirred  in  various  parts  of  the  I'.  States. 


SEPTEMBER,  1817- 


Mousi-vo,  (7  o'clock.) 

NOON. 

r.TKMNG,  [(>  oVlocr.) 

E-;, 

Ihr 
60 

^\inds 
calm 

Weather. 

Thr 

86 

Winds. 

W  It. 

Weafher. 

Thr 

77 

Winds. 

Weather. 

Foggv 

Clear 

calra 

Clear,  thin  (Slouds 

1 

64 

NE  It, 

Clear',  thin  clouds 

86 

w 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

78 

calm 

Clear 

71 

calm 

Clear 

yo 

SW  It. 

Clear,  flving  clouds 

80 

eaVra 

Clear 

1 

74 

VV 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

84 

W 

I- 1)  ing  clouds,  like  for  rain 

75 

W 

Cl'dv.  r'n  commcnc  d  5p.ni 

s 

70 

N 

Cloii  -y,  occasional  showers 

82 

w 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

74 

W  It. 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

6 

64 

NE 

Cloudy 

80 

W&E 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

73 

Wll, 

Clear 

1"   '' 

68 

calm 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

30 

Wit. 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

78 

calm 

Clear,  thin  cloudi 

8 

70 

W 

Cl'dv,  r'n  last  nt.  8  to  10  p.m 

77 

\v 

Cl'dv,  rain,  began  at  10a.m. 

75 

calm 

Cloudy,  ram  ceased  1  p."' 

72 

SW 

riiin  clouds 

85 

w 

Clear,  flving  clouds 

80 

calm 

crr,gustof  r'n  fr.NW'P"'- 

iO 

71 

NW 

Cloudv,  threatens  rain 

80 

SW 

CI  'dy,  r'n  fr.  7  to  9  a.  m. 

TJ 

W 

Cloudy,  ram  m  afternoon 

J1 

70 

NW 

Cl'dy  '&  hazy,  r'lr  lust  night 

72 

N 

Cloudy,  rain 

72 

NW 

Cloudy,  clearing  up 

12 

64 

calm 

Fog^v 

80 

NK  br. 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

70 

NEbr. 

Cloudy 

y: 

57 

NE  br. 

Cloudy,  rain 

57 

NE  br, 

Cloudy,  rain 

Cl'y,  r'n,  ceased  at  9  a.  m. 

i  56 

NE 

Cloudy,  ram 

1',  U 

57 

KNE 

Cloudy,  rain 

64 

NE 

63 

NE 

Cloudy,  hazy  and  loweniji; 

15 

62 

NE 

Cloudv  and  hazy 

70 

W 

Cl'dy,  seems  to  be  cl'ring  up 

65 

W 

Cl'dy  &dark,threa tens  rn 

16 

60 

NW 

Cloudy,  light  raia 

69 

NW 

Cl'dy,  appears  to  be  cl'sr  up 

1  63 

calra 

Clear                       , .  _^ 
Cl'dy,  It.  showenafi'BoW 

rr 

56 

W  var. 

Flving  clouds 

74- 

W 

Cloudv 

70 

W 

JS 

02 

NE 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

79 

SE 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

69 

calm 

Clear 

it 

fl3 

SK  var. 

Clear 

SS 

W 

Clear,  flvini;  cloiuls 

78 

calm 

Clear 

2f 

72 

chIiu 

Clear 

84 

w 

Cleai",  fl\'ing  clouds 

74 

W 

Clear 

P.n 

€9 

W 

Cloudy,  much  r'n,  lightning 

81 

w 

Flying  clouds 

76 

calm 

Thm  clouds 

^2 

f'3 

W 

Cl'dv.  [and  tliuuder  last  n't 

79 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

75 

W 

Thin  clouds 
Cloudy,  showers  all  U»> 

23 

70 

SW 

Cloudy,  raiu 

71 

SW 

Cloudv,  rain 

69 

NW 

24 

•Or 

w 

Clear 

68 

W  - 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

53 

W 

Clear 

2i 

44 

calm 

Clear 

65 

w 

Clear           >.• 

61 

calm 

Clear 

26 
27 

42 

57 

culm 
NW 

Fogcjy 

Cloudv,  r'n  fr.  6  30  n.  ro. 

72 

57 

w 

NW 

Clear 
Cloudy,  rain 

72 

59 

c;Hm 
NW 

clear.r'necas'd  about  nooi^ 

E-'S 

J-'-i 

calm 

Foggy,  slight  frost 

64 

NW 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

57 

NW 

Clear 

i'l 

33 

calm 

Foggy 

69 

NW 

Clear 

61 

NW  It. 

Cloudy 

.36 

i2 

calm 

Cloudy,  some  rain 

54 

NW 

Cloudy,  i-ain 

54 

NW 

Cloudy,  rain 

NOTE.— 2Sth  the  rains  had  swellsd'  the  waters  very  much.    The  Sciottf  river  is  as  high  as  it  usually  is  at 
iV.uM'ities  ot  torn  and  other  crops  on  the  low  river  Ijottuins  will  necessarily  be  destroyed. 


the  spring  floods.    Gw^ 
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D'ys 

] 
2 
3 
4 
V.    S 


8 

Q 
10 
11 

E12 
13 
14 
15 

16 
17 
18 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2S 

27 
21 
29 
30 


MOltXi  -(^li.    (/    O'CLOCK. 


Ihr 


Slj  47 


Winds. 

NE  var. 

NE  It. 

NEIt. 

calm 

W 

S 

W  br. 

calm 

calm 

calm 

calm 

W 

calm 

calm 

NW 

NW 

NAV 

calm 

calm 

calm 

NW 

NW 

W 

w 

N 

SE  var. 

W  br. 

WNW 

NW 

calm 

S 


Weather. 


Clear,  thin  fljiiig  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Fogsy 

Cloudy 

€loudv,  r.ain 

Clear,  lijing  clqu^a 

Foggy 

Fogpy 

loggy 

Foggy 

Cry,(began  to  cloud  atCam 

Foggy 

Cloudy,  some  rain 

Cloudy 

Cl\ly,  light  rain  last  niglii 

Light  clouds 

Clear,  slight  frost 

Foggy 

Clear 

Clear 

Flying  clouds 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

Cloudv   rain 

Cloudy 

Cloudv,  (Note.) 

Cl'dy, 'rains  (at  8  wind  NW 

Clear,  some  tliin  clouds 

Cl'r,  ice  half  an  inch  thick 

Cl'r,  ice  halt' an  inch  ihlckj 

Cloudy,  light  rain  I 


OCTOBER,  1817. 


NOOX. 


Fhr 

AVinds. 

6S 

NE            1 

65 

NE           1 

76 

NWlt. 

74 

W 

73 

w 

63 

s 

59 

W  br.      1 

72 

W          1 

S3 

N               1 

64 

calm 

67 

NW          1 

65 

w 

68 

NW 

60 

NW 

5i 

NW          ! 

Weather. 


.50  Inw 

68     W 


NW 
NW 

NW 


80  -W 

66  iW 

67  iW 

56  In 

57  SW 
55  :nw 

49     W 
41     NW 
60   iNW 
53   )S 


Clear,  flying  clouds 

Cloudy 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Clear 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Cloudy,  rain 

Clear,  heavy  flying  clouds 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear  and  serene 

Clear 

Cloudy 

(No  observation) 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Clear,  flying  cUuids 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Clear 

Cli-ar 

Clear 

C!ear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Cloudv,  rain 

Cloudy 

Cl'y,  r'n  commenced  10am 

Cloud)', ocoasiunal  showe 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy,  light  rain 


EVENING,  (6  o'clock.) 


rhr 


60 
64 
66 
67 
66 
63 
56 
58 
«3 
54 
58 
63 
60 
59 
54 
46 
4S 

Je 

63 
Ci7 
73 
72 
65 

6i 

55 
67 
51 
34 
35 
41 
55 


Winds. 


NE 

SE 

calm 

SW 

W 

S 

W 

W 

N 

calm 

calm 

W 

NW 

calm 

calm 

cal  m 

caliu 

calm 

calm 

cnim 

calm 

W 

W 

'N 

'SE 
AV 
NW 

iNNAV 

I'NW 

I  culm 

IS 


NOTE  —At  8  last  evening,  wind  veered  to  AV.  and  cleared  off— soon  returned  to  S.E.  with  Clouds. 


Cloudy 

Cloudy 

CUar 

Clear 

Thin  clouds 

Cloudy,  r'n  in  fight  showers  ajl 


AVeather. 


Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clf-ir 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 


[day 


Cl'y,  appears  like  clearings  oiT 

Cloudy,  rain  ceased  at  1  p.m. 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy,  drizzBng  rain 


NOVEMBER,  1817. 


Jiot;  ,1  .. 

r,    (r  O  (-LIKS.) 

SOU  A  . 

hS  >.s  ■.\  :,  i^d  o'l„  -CK.) 

D'ys 

Ihr 

Winds 

Weatlier. 

Thr 

AVinds 

Weather. 

Thr 

Wi,ds 

Weather. 

1 
E   2 

52 

N 

Cloudy,  light  rain 

56 

N 

Cloudv,  rain 

52 

Nbr. 

Cloudv,  rain 

43 

N 

Cioudy-rainceasedat  lo  last 
I  hick  fog                      [even. 

54 

NAV 

Clear.'flying  clouds 

48      NW 

CleKr,'lhin  clouds 

3 

30 

calm 

56 

NAV 

Cloudy 

50   |4i»lm 

Cloudv 

4 

3/ 

calm 

Thick  fog 

Cloudy,  light  shower 

Clear 

47 

calm 

Cloudy 

42    1  clear 

Smoky 

5 
6 

Si 
52 

calm 
SAV 

64 
67 

calm 
W  br. 

Clear,  thin  clouds 
Clear,  flying  clouds 

54    !cal\n 
B8  ,calra 

Cloudy 
Clear 

8 

E9 

10 

47 

calm 

68 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

64   icalm 

Cloudy 
Light  clouds 

61 

SW 

Cloudy,  rain 
Cloud),  rain 

Foggy 

67 

SW 

Cloudy,  (at  3  P.  M.  Thr.  73) 

71    !S 

61 

SAV 



Rain  ceases 

60   ISW 

Clear,  fljing  clouds 
Clear 

51 

calm 

71 

SW 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

67     SW 

11 

61 

AV 

Clear,  threatens  rain 

77 

SW 

Clear,  shjjwer  at  8  A,  M, 

12 

(tTFroni  the   l2tb  to  the 

li 

2ist  inclusive,  prevented  bv 

14 

ill  health  from  making  ob- 

15 

servatjuDs. 

£16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

29 
30 

17 

AV 

calm 

calm 

Clear 

No  observation 

4S 

NAV 

Clear 

Ezi 

Clear 
Clear 

do 
do 

33 
35 

calm 
calm 

Clear,  (time,  5  o'clock. ^ 
Clear            do 

24 



25'    17 

calm 

Clear 

do 

do 
Clear,  (time,  3  oM'k  P.  M.) 
Clear               do 

37 
35 

cal  m 
calm 

Clear           do 
Clear           in 

26i    19 

cahu 
calm 
calm 

Clear 
Clear 
Clear 

27i   21 
28     19 

58 

58 

calm 
calm 

^30 

I  32 

calm 
calm 

Clear 
Clear 

59 
!  59 

calm 
calm 

Clear                 do 
Clear                do 

£0 
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.in;;:  IXO,   {7  o"CLOCK.) 

3 

o'clock,    V.  M. 

EVENING,  (5  o'clock.) 

D'y 

Thr 

Winds 

\Veather. 

Thr 

Winds 

^^>ather. 

Thr 
32 

Winds 
W 

Weaiher. 

1 
2 

31 
30 
21 

c::lin 
W 

Ttiin  clouds 

Cloudy,  rain  last  night 

ClouUv,  light  suow  last  n't 

ii 

W 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

3 

W 

21 

NW 

Occasional  squalls  of  snow 

21 

23 

Clear 
Clear 

(CTThe  evening  obser- 
vations were  omitted  to  he 
made  during  the    rtinaii,- 
der  of  this   month,  nnA  a 

4 
S 
6 
B   7 
8 

20 
8 
IC 
26 
22 

xw 

call), 
calm 
N  W 
calm 

Cluiidy 
Ck-ar 
Clear    - 
Cloudy 
Clear 

30 
34 

36 
39 
62 

NW 
calm 
NW 
NW 
NW  It 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear 

calm 

9     32 

10  jg 

11  45 

cnliu 
cal... 
c:>!.r. 

Ck-ar 

Tliiu  clouds 

Clear,  some  r'n  last  even'g 

64 

64 
64 

calm 
W  It. 
SW 

C  lear 

Cloudy,  threatens  rain 

Thin  clouds 

few  days  in   the  month  of 
January,  IB  1.6. 

12  i    S9 

tjW   1.1-. 

Flying  clouds,  some  rain  I'st 

55 

^V 

Cloudy 

13     37 

W 

Cloudy                       [evening 

43 

E 

Cloudv 

£u     41 

W  bi-. 

Cloudy 

47 

\V 

Cliiuily 

IS     20 

NW 

C  i)ud> ,  light  snow 

19 

XW 

Chitidy 

16     2i 

\V 

Cloudy,  snowing 

32 

WSW 

Cloudy 

17 

2S 

XW 

Cloudv,  snow  4  inclics  depp 

34 

XW 

Flying  cloudi 

IS 

33 

NW 

Clondv,  snow  I  1-2  ni.  fell 

37 

x\\^ 

Cloudv 

19 

20 

N\V 

Flying;  clouds,  thin 

28 

XW 

Cloudy 

20 

fi-S 

N\V 

Cl^ar 

12 

XW 

I'hiu  clouds 

E21 

0-4 

NW 

Clear,  Scioto  shut  up  with 

24 

NW 

Clear 

23 

16 

XW 

Cloudy                               [ice 

43 

XW 

Clear 

2j 

20 

NW 

Cj.jar 

53 

calm 

Clear 

24 

38 

3W 

Cloudy,  some  rain 

50 

SW 

Cloudy 

25 

43 

NW 

Cloudy,  rain  last  evening 

40 

XW 

Cloudy 

2rt 

34 

XW 

Cloudy 

51 

XW 

Clear 

J7 

32 

sw 

Thin  cloudi 

54 

sw 

Clear 

Eis 

82 

'•V 

Thin  clouds             [evening 

40 

w 

Cloudy 

'■i'j 

39 

Ciihn 

ClMv  &  hazy,  som-  r'n  last 

45 

enim 

I  Tdy  l<ihazy,  driz/ling  i"u 

3^ 

41 

w 

Ci'dr,  light  I'n  all  ni^lit 

44 

XW 

Ci"dy,  app'rs  to  be  clV'g  ap 

5«, 

33 

NW 

Cloudy 

34 

NW 

Cloudy 

:rANUAIlY,  1818. 


MOit.MNG,    (7  o'clock.) 

!    ' 

o'clock,  i>.  m. 

EVEXI.VG,    (0  O'CLOC.'i..) 

lyys 

Thr 

'.V'iuds 

Weather. 

Ihr 

Winds 

Weather. 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather 

1 

2i 

XW 

Cloudy 

34 

XW 

Cloudv 

2 

J8 

w 

Some  thm  clouds 

42 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

3 

31 

w 

Cl'dy,  iiiow  Itll  1  1-2  in.  d"p 

30 

NW 

Occasional  squalls  of  snow 

i>   4 

19   'SW 

Clear 

27 

NW 

Thin  eluudt 

i 

30  \SV' 

Clear 

44 

NW 

Clear 

t 

36 

calm 

Clear 

56 

sv/ 

Clear 

7 

30 

W 

■hin  clouds 

39 

w 

Thin  clouds 

S 

20 

W 

Citar 

44 

w 

Clear 

9 

22 

w 

Thin  clouds 

32 

NW 

Cloudy,  threatens  rain 

10 

30 

XW 

Foggy  and  hazy 

35 

NW 

Ci'dv,  r'n  &  snow  at  int'v'ls 

S)IL 

6     iN  VV 

(.  lear.  light  snow  last  night 

18 

XW 

Clear,(oliservation  at  2  o't'k) 

11 

NW 

Thin  clouds 

l-i 

0     N  X  W 

I  hin  clouUs.Scioto  river  sh't 

21 

nw 

Clear. 

11 

NW 

Some  thin  clouds 

IS 

4    NW 

Clear                    [up  with  ice 

2S 

NW 

C  lear 

21 

NW 

Clear 

14 

14    XW 

Clear 

36 

w 

Clear 

calm 

Clear 

i* 

12    tahn 

Clear 

30 

w 

Clear 

38 

W 

Cloudy 

16 

Zi    '" 

XV 

Thin  clouds 

5?, 

NW 

Clear 

41 

calm 

Clear 

17 

:  ■) 

cnlm 

Clear 

54 

sw 

Clear 

53 

SW 

Some  thin  clouds 

JIB 
1& 

:<4 

w 

XV,- It. 

s 

Some  flying  clouds 

63 

W 

Some  flying  clouds 

f2 

W 

Some  flying  clouds 

Cloudy,  «ome  rain 

58 

W 

Cloudy,  rain  hegins 

w 

Clear,  light  shower  at   2  .'0 

'  loudy 

40 

NWIt, 

Clondv 

40 

SW  It. 

Cloudy                          [P.  M. 

21 
22 

38 

Cloudy 

54 

NW 

Cleared  up  at  10  a.  m. 
Clear 

43 

calm 

Clear,    some  thin  clouds  on 

43 

Calm 

Clear,  some  thin  cl'ds  on  hor. 

62    WNW 

calm 

Clear                        [east  hor. 

SJ 

\  VV 

Clear 

45    NW 

Clear 

35 

NW 

ClPHr 

24 

B2S 

33 

W 

Cloudy                                         1 

*fi    ^ 

Cloudy 

50 

W 

(  Idy,  rain  befan  at  5  P.  M. 

Clear,  (r'n  oeas'd  at  7  I'tev'g' 

50    W 

Clear 

45 

w 

Cloudv                                        ; 

20    Hi 

>v 

CI  ri)  8c  h'zy.some  r'n  I't  e'g  j  45    N 

Cl'dv,  r'n.  hpgan  at  11  A.  M, 

40 

K 

Cloudv,  rain  continues,  light 

28 
39 

30 
31 

JO 

X  w       1 

CI  dy,  r'n  &  sleet  confniues     33    NR 

Cl'dy,  rain  Ik  sleet  continues 

33 

XF, 

crdy,  r'n,  lieht  &  driz/.Ung^ 

Cl'dy,  snou,  succ'ds  the  r'n    34    NW 

Cl'dv,  snow  ceased  at  noon 

31 

NV.- 

Cloudv          [Ireez.  asit  fa|U 

1')    calm        j 
13  IXW 

Cleqr,  cleared  up  last  ev'jig     33   NW  it. 
Clear                                            II  29    K 

I'lying  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

31 

NW  If. 

Thin  clouds 
No  uhser\alion 

16  I 

N.\W      J 

Clear                                         ' 

33  '. 

NK 

30 

XU 

Cloudy 

M.?T^'~!l"  '"'  """""'nn  of  ihc  21it  smoke  and  vapoun  floated  near  the  surfave  of  the  earth. 
ffelractUig  the  pn-..uatic  colors  most  beamiluUy. 


A  larp:  halo  eneirclcd  the  wooft, 
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FEBRUARY,  lhl8. 


D'y. 

Tbr 

\Viiids 

D    1 

24   'calm 

V 

29 

NE 

.1 

27 

NNW 

4 

15 

calm 

a 

19 

NW 

fy 

0-7 

calm 

7 

21 

NW 

T»   « 

20 

NW  br. 

9 

0-10 

NW 

•10 

0-2\ 

calm 

11 

0-11 

NW 

17 

0 

NW 

13 

10 

W 

14 

36 

w 

BIS 

16 

NW 

16 

0-2 

calm 

17 

6 

caliu 

IS 

22 

NW 

19 

ft 

calm 

20 

34 

NNW 

21 

49 

SW  var. 

•n22 

36 

W 

23 

18 

calm 

24 

28 

NW 

2S 

23 

NW 

26 

23 

NW 

27 

23 

calm 

2S 

44 

calm 

Weatlier. 


1  hill  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy,  snowing 

Cl'dy.  snow  ccas'il  at  7  P.  M 

Clear    [last  ev'ii'g  8  in.  d'p 

Clear 

Clear 

Snow  storm  with  hiph  wVls 

Clear,  (riv.  shut  up  «itU  iccy^ 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Cloudy,  rain 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear  and  pleasant 

Clear 

Clear,  snow  thaws  rapidly 

Cl'dy  &  hazy,  light  showers 

Clear  &  pleasant,  Scioto  r's'g 

Cl'dy,  light  siiow  last  night 

Clear 

Clear  and  very  pleasant 

Clear  and  very  pleasant 

Clear 


2  o'clock,  p.  m. 


Thr 


Winds 


NW 

NK 
NNW 
NW 
NW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NW  br 

NW  It. 

NW 

NW 

W 

W 

NW 

NW 

NNW 

calm 

NW 

Wbr. 

WsW 

NNW 

NW 

NW 

WNW 

NW 

S  br. 

S 


Weather. 


Cloudy 
Cloudy 

Cloudy,  snow  continues 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Hazy 
Clear 

Cloudy  and  hazy 
Cloudy,  snow 
Cl'dy  &.  hazy,  light  drizzl'g 
Clear  [rain 

Hazy 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 

Cloudy  and  clear  alternately 
Clear,  a  tew  thin  clouds 
Cloudy,  shower  at  10  A.  W 
Clear 
Clear 

Clear,  some  clouds 
Clear 
Clear 
Iciear 


EVEMXG,    (6  o'clock.) 


rhr 


Winds 

NW 

NE 

NNW 

NW 

NW 

calni 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

W 

NW 

NW 

NW 

calm 

NW 

NW 

NW 

WSW 

NW 

NW 

W 

NW 

calm 


31 
32 
26 
23 
20 
23 
26 

7 

3 
11 
25 
23 
30 
31 
16 
18 
41 
23 
30 
51 
51 
23 
29 
41 
40 
35 

58  S 

59  I  calm 


Weather. 


Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy,  snow  continues 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Hazv 

Clear 

Crdy,  (cleared  up  at  7  P.  Mi 

Cl'dy,  snow  ceased  -it  4  P.M. 

Cl'dy,  snow  (cl'rM  up  IkjIow 

Clear  [7  P.  M. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cl.ar,  some  thin  clouds 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cleai- 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 


NOTE— lOih.  This  morning  was  the  coldest  which  has  been  known  in  the  state,  since  its  settlement.  The  lowest  temperature  which 
I  have  heard  of  as  being  lelt  here  before,  was  II  degrees  below  zero— 10  degrees  warmer  than  this  morning.  Judging  from  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  evening  of  the  9th  that  the  mercury  would  be  sunk  lower  the  next  morning  than  it  had  ever  been  before  here,  I  observed 
it  frequently  till  midnight,  and  the  following  is  the  ro>ult:  at  8  o'clock,  ther.  2  degrees  below  zero;  at  10  o'clock.  9  degrees  tx-Iow;  at  11 
o'clock,  11  degrees  below;  and  at  12  (midniglit)  12  1-2  degrees  below  zero.  The  observation  on  the  10th  was  made  15  minutes  before 
sunrise.  An  awful  silence  reigned.  The  air  was  as  still  as  though  it  were  congealed  into  a  solid  mass.  The  smoke  from  the  cliim- 
piesrose  slowly  and  majestically,  in  dense  volumes;  and  gradually  intermingling,  and  floating  in  the  atmosphere  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  houses,  seemed  like  a  dense  vapour  or  cloud  over  the  town,  which  entirely  obscured  the  rising  sun.  Wlien  the  sun  rose,  the  lior- 
fizon  was  soon  filled  with  vapour,  and  before  10  o'clock,  the  whole  sky  was  overcast  with  thin  grey  clouds  or  haze.  21st.  'I'be  snow 
ivhich  fell  on  the  3d  is  all  thawed;  llie  Scioto  rivej:  clear  of  ice.    27th.~  Sugar  making  begins.    28th,  A  flock  of  wild  geese  pass  to  nurtb° 
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MORNING,  (7  o'clock.) 


D'ys 

Thr 

Winds 

Weathtr. 

D   1 

45 

S 

Cloudy  &  very  hazy,  rain 

2 

35 

NNW 

crdy,  It.  snow,  began  at  6 

3 

36 

NW 

Some  thin  clouds 

4 

21 

N 

Cl'dy,  It.  snow  2  in.  deep 

5 

26 

NW 

Clear 

6 

12 

NW 

Clear 

25 

NW 

Clear 

T)   8 

33 

calm 

Clear 

9 

32 

calm 

Clear 

.10 

33 

calm 

Clear 

11 

35 

calm 

Clear 

12 

38 

calm 

Clear 

13 

57 

S  It. 

Clear,  smoky 

14 

57 

NW  hr. 

Cloudy,  rain 

SIS 

30 

NW 

Clear 

16 

16 

NW 

Clear 

17 

22 

NW 

Clear               ^ 

18 

26 

calm 

Clear 

19 

25 

calm 

Clear 

20 

36 

Sit. 

Thin  clouds 

21 

40 

S  It. 

Cloudy,  light  rain 

.022 

40 

N 

Cloudy,  rain  com.  It.&driz 

25 

40 

XT 

Clear 

24 

30 

calm 

Clear 

25 

37 

calm 

Clear 

26 

50 

W 

Thin  clouds 

27 

36 

NW 

Cloudy,suow,  began  at  C 

28 

27 

NW 

Cloudy 

D29 

28 

NW 

Cloudy 

30 

42 

W 

Cloudy,  shower 

31 

30 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

2  o'clock  p.  m. 


Thr 


Winds 

SSE 

NW 

NW 

N 

NW 

NW 

calm 

calm 

culm 

calm 

SW  It. 

SW 

SW 

NW 

NW 

NW 

NE 

calm 

calm 

S 

NW 

N 

N 

calm 

W 

NW 

NW 

NW 

W 

W  str. 

WNW 


Weather. 


EVENiJfff,  (6  o'clock.) 


Thr 


Cl'dy,  r'n  con.  with  h'vy  m't 

CI  y,  snow  ceased  at  10  A.M. 

Cloudy 

Clear,  cleared  up  at  10 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

C  lear 

Clear 

Clearing  up,  (r'n  ceased  at  8' 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

C  lea  r 

Thin  clouds 

CWiudy.  light  drizzling  rain 

Cl'dy,  r'u  cont.  at  intervals 

C  lear 

Clear 

Clear 

Thin  clouds 

Cl'y,  sn.  ceas'd  at  n.  2  in.  d. 

Flying  clouds 

Clear 

Flying  clouds 

Clear 


Winds 


ssw 

NW 

N 

c.ilm 

NW 

calm 

calm 

calm 

calm 

calm 

calm 

calm 

S 

calm 

NW 

>;w 

NE 

calm 

calm 

S  br. 

NE 

N  br, 

N 

calm 

calm 

Ciilm 

NW 

NW 

W 

calm 


Weather. 


NOTES— 3d.  The  Scioto  river  higher  than  it  has  been  for  four  years  precedinir.  as  are  likewise  all 
iMuntry.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  late  rains  and  the  melting  of  the  snow.  7th.  Lilac  put  out  leaves.  1 
:o  ua>-Uij  and  paraquets  appear.    23d,    Weeping  will(jw  w's  torch  leaves.    24th.  Gooseberry  leaves  a 


Cl'y,  r.  cont.  (at  10  w.  NNV." 

Cloudy  [and  r'n  ceased 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear,  occasional  squalls  of 

Clear  i^uo.v 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear,  a  little  hazy 

Clear 

Clear,  a  little  hazy 

Clear,  a  little  hazy 

Clear,  and  hazy 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Cl'y,  r-  (w'd  shift.  toNE  at  S 

Cl'y  but  appears  to  be  cleai- 

Clear  [ing  up 

Clear 

Clear 

Thin  clouds 

Cloudy 

Klying  clouds 

Clear 

(No  observation) 

Clear 
the  streams  in  this  part  of  t!ie 
Ith.  Flocks  of  wild  geese  passeif 
jipear.    31st.  Martins  appeaj^f 
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?ion5fisa,  (sunrise.) 

2 

o'clock,  p.  M. 

EVEXINK,    (sunset.) 

r>\s 

TUr 

3o 

Winds 
calm 

Weather. 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

riu- 

63 

Winds 
calm 

Weather. 

1 

Clear 

70 

calm 

Clear 

Clear 

o 

^4 

calm 

Light  ci'ds,  much  I'tn'p   & 

77 

W 

Clear 

77 

W 

Clear 

3 

5.^ 

calm 

Clear    [th.  in  tlieu't,  uo  r  n 

70 

SW 

Cloudy 

57 

S 

Cloudy,  rain 

4 

■42 

NW 

t'loutlj-  and  hazy 

45 

N 

Cl'dy,  r'n  began  at  9  A.  51. 

44 

N 

Cloudy,  rain  continues 

1)   5 

■«2 

N 

Cloudy,  i-aiu  over 

5-0 

N 

Cloudy 

49 

N 

Cloudy 

6 

■in 

calm 

roL'gy 

60 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

5S 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

7 

40 

calm 

Clear 

70 

NW 

Clear 

61 

NW 

Clear 

s 

•»1 

caliu 

Cleai- 

5S 

NW 

Clear,  flying  cloud? 

51 

NW 

Cloiidy 

9 

40 

NE 

CI  d)-,  light  r'n  in  the  night 

52 

N 

Cloudy 

4S 

N 

Cloudy 

10 

•»3 

N 

Cloudy 

65 

N 

Clear 

58 

N 

Clear                                    ; 

11 

3i 

calm 

Clear 

70 

calm 

Clear 

67  icalm 

Clear 

Ul2 

40 

NE 

Clear 

63 

NE 

Clear 

57   NB 

Clear                       4 

13 

36 

N 

Clear 

66 

N 

C  iear 

58 

N 

Clear 

14 

3S 

calm 

C  lear 

60 

W 

Hazy 

58 

W 

Hazy 

IS 

■14 

X 

Hazy  and  smoky 

7(5 

w 

Clear,  gust  at  10  A.  M.  with 

60 

|NW 

Flying  clouds 

16 

50 

calm 

Clear 

74 

NW 

Clear         [uncommon  dark.. 

6.3 

NW 

Clear 

17 

S4 

W 

Ha^y 

72 

W 

Clear                                         y  55 

NW 

Klvinc:  cl'ds  Ct  blaSleriiiK 

18 

38 

N\V 

Cl'dj-,  liffht  ram  last  night 

46 

NW 

Kly'g  cl'ds,  It.  gusts  ofsuow 

41 

NNWstr  FIvine  clouds 

0  19 

28 

NNW  St. 

Flying  cTds,  ice  1-4  in.  thick 

33 

NNMstr 

Cl.mdy 

35 

NNW 

Cloudy 

20 

29 

N.VW 

Thin  cl'ds,  ice  1-4  in.  thick 

44 

NW 

Thin  Hying  clouds 

.36 

\W 

Cloudy 

21 

32 

NW 

Cloudy,  tl^iu  ice 

41 

NW 

Cloudy 

,3R 

nw 

Cloudy 

22 

34 

calm 

Hazy 

43 

NW 

Cloudy 

,39 

NW 

Cl'dv,  It.  r.  6c  so.  in  aftem'n 

23 

32 

>W 

Clear 

52 

NW 

Clear 

4-^ 

NW 

Clear 

24 

32 

calm 

Clear 

70 

calm 

Clear 

63    calm 

Clear 

25 

53 

mlm 

Cloudy  and  hazy 

60 

W 

CI'dy  ?ihazv,  some  rain  in 

52    NNV/ 

Clearing  up  after  a  showet 

D  26 

40 

NW 

Clear 

08 

WNW 

Flvinfr  cloudt         [forenoon 

61    WNAV 

Clfar 

77 

41 

calm 

Verv  clear 

04 

NW 

1  hin  clouds 

61    NW 

I'hin  clouds 

2S 

46 

NW 

Cloudy,  light  rain 

04 

W 

Clear 

52    NW 

Clear,  thin  clouds 

29 

32.;, 

1  clear 

Some  ihia  clouds 

nl 

NW 

l'"lying  clouds 

53    .\W 

Ckar 

30 

33 

INW 

Clear 

ri6 

■calm 

Hazy,  not  cloudy 

J  63 

NW 

Hazy,  thin  cloud* 

NOTES— 1st.  Currant,  peach,  quince,  and  rose  put  forth  leaves.  6th.  Pear,  apple  and  cherry  put  out  leaves.  7th.  Service  berry  and 
hyacinth  bloom.  Isth.  Gooseberry  and  red  currants  in  bloom.  17th.  lied  cherry  in  blossuiii.  From  the  17th  to  the  end  of  the  mont  h 
the  weather  "as  remarkably  cold  tor  the  season.  Vegetation,  which  had  advanced  considerably  hv  the  pleasant  and  tenipenite  wea- 
Uier  of  Murcli  and  the  early  part  of  this  month,  was  now  at  a  stand,  and  in  many  casts  d;stroyeii  by  the  chilliiij  NW  winds. 


MAY,  1818. 


MOi;.<ING,    (SUNHISK.) 

2 

o'clock,  r.  M. 

D'ys 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

43 

calm 

83 

SW  str. 

I 

Clear,  a  little  hi-zy 

Clear,  smoky                           I 

9. 

54 

WSW 

Cloudy  and  hazy 

56 

W 

Cloudy,  light  drizzling  rain| 

D  3 

3S 

NW  br. 

Cloudy 

48 

NW  str. 

Cl'dv,  app'rs  to  be  cl'r"g  up, 

4 

40 

NW 

Cloudy 

47 

NW  br. 

Cl'y,  the  cl'ds  dense  Kcbr'k'u 

.5 

33 

calm 

Clenr 

65 

calm 

Clear,  some  few  clouds 

6 

47 

.S 

CI'dy.  r'n,  began  at  4  A.  M. 

71 

Wstr. 

Clear,'                                      ' 

7 

40 

NNW 

Cloudy 

53 

NW 

CI'dy,  dark  and  broken  cl'ds 

R 

44 

NW 

Cloudy,  thin  dark  clouds 

59 

NNW 

Some  thin  white  clouds 

9 

40 

calm 

Very  clear 

71 

calm 

Clear 

Bio 

52 

calm 

Clear 

«5./l 

W 

Clear 

11 

63 

WN  W 

Cloudy,  dark  thin  clouds 

66 

WNW 

Cloudy.t 

12 

60 

W 

Cloudy,  r.  began  at  3  A.  M. 

84 

W  br. 

Clpar,  flying  clouds 

13 

60 

W 

Clear 

68 

NNW 

Dark,  flying  clouds 

14 

48 

WNW 

Thin  light  clouds 

72 

WNW 

Clear,  some  clouds 

15 

50 

calm 

Clear,  uiicominonlv  fine 

76 

calm 

Thin  clouds 

16 

58 

NNE 

Cloudy,  light  driz/!":;  rain 

0') 

NK 

Cloudy,  liyjht  drizzling  rain 

317 

45 

NE 

Clear,  some  thin  white  cl'ds 

74 

NK 

Clear,  somt  thin  clouds 

IS 

5(i 

W 

Cloudy,  i-aiu 

63 

W 

Cloudy,  occasional  >Iiowcrs 

19 

51 

N 

Clear 

72 

N 

Clear 

9.0 

43 

calm 

Clear 

72 

WNW 

Clouding  up,  threatens  rain 

2'. 

60 

WNW 

Ciear.a  few  thin  clouds 

88 

W 

Clear,  very  fine 
Clinr 

22 

60 

calm 

dear 

88 

Wit. 

2.3 

68 

V.-SW 

Clear 

91 

WSW 

'  !iar,  somp  living  clouds 

»24 

74 

W 

C  I'r,  dark  cl'ds  ris'g  in  the  w 

68 

w 

Cloudv,  liijht  shower 

25     51 

calm 

Clear 

82 

NW 

Clear 

26     51 

NW 

Cl,.ar 

87 

NW  It. 

Char 

27     61 

W 

Clear 

88 

WSWst. 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

28     60 

NW 

Clear,  ijust  of  r'n  last  night 

78 

NW 

Clear 

29,   60 

WNW 

Cl'dv.  it.  r.  early  in  morn'g 

73 

WNW 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

30.  55 

NK 

Cloudy,  rain 

58 

NR 

Cloudy,  rain  eoiitiiiues 

X>31 

"  1 

NE 

CI'dy,  cun.  r.  from  4  A.  M. 

•  59 

NW 

Cloudy,  rain 

EVEXIM;,    (SU.VSET.) 


Clear,  smoky 
Cloiidy,  rain  increases 
Cl'v.  occa.  It.  g'ts  of  r,  &  h'l 
Cloudy 

1  hill  dark  clouds  in  NW 
I  Cloudy, dark  clouds 
!  crdy,  cloud";  d:4rk  )k  broken 
j  Some  thin  dark  cl'ds  on  hor. 
Thin  clouds 
■  Thin  d.ark  clouds,t 
Thin  clquds,^ 

A  sh.  ifith  th.  &  I'tn'g  and 
Flying  clouds       [high  wind 
!  Clear 
Thin  clouds 
Clearing  up 
Cloudy 

Cloudy,  occasional  showen 
Clear  ' 

Clear,  very  It.  r'n  in  aftem 
Clear 
Clear 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 
Clear 
C  iear 
Clear 

Clear,  shower  in  afternoon 
Char 

Thill  dark  clouds 
(  r>,but  littler,  since  2AM 
crily,  no  rain  since  5  P.  M. 

•  FIjing  clonds,  rain  from  0  to  11  A.  M.  with  thunder  and  lightning.       t  Showirs  with  thunder  and  litrhtning  from  8  to  1  oclock. 

t  LtLclit  s'ower  at  5  wiih  very  high  wind.  ^  Cleared  up  at  3  P.  ,M.  ami  1  her.  72. 

NO'IT.S— ?tli.  Dogwood  and -viid  plumb  blossoms.  7th.  Corn  planting  beginsi  9th.  Black  i>:ik  tints  out  leaves,  red  bud  blossoms. 
JOlh.  Lilac  iilossomH.  liih.  Caialpa  puts  out  lesives,  pawpaw  and  buckeye  blossom.  15th  Quiiu- ■  in  liltmm.  25tli.  Black  locust  blus- 
(ioiiis,  Until  the  9tli  this  month  has  becu  very  -injis'iallv  cold  (or  the  season.  Vegetation  has  uev  lt  bjurc  been  known  to  be  so  haclc- 
v.arKat  ■-bis  s'j.ison.in  this  ;'u!e. 


Thr 

Winds 

78 

SW 

54 

W 

43 

NW  br. 

46 

NW  br. 

57 

caJjn 
Whr. 

52 

50 

N\V 

52 

calm 

65 

calm 

66 

NW 

66 

NW 

66 

W  br. 

62 

WNW 

6: 

WNW 

68 

calm 

60 

NE 

68 

S  It. 

54 

NNW 

66 

N 

72 

WNW 

73 

calm 

78 

calm 

81 

WnW 

66 

SW 

68 

NW 

7,3 

calm 

7?, 

WSW 

74 

NW 

6H 

WNW 

57 

NE 

57 

W 

Weather. 


NILES'  REGISTER-SUP.  TO  VOL.  XV-NAVY  AGENTS' 


23 


JUNE,  1818. 


MORNING,    (SUXKISE.) 

2 

j'cloCk,  v.  m. 

ETENING,   (SUS-SET.) 

D'ys 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

Thr 

Winds 

Weather. 

1 

50 

W 

Cloliily 

67 

WSW 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

50 

W 

Clear 

2 

50 

W 

Clear 

77, 

W 

Cloudy 

70 

w 

Thin  clouds 

3 

51 

w 

Clear 

82 

W 

Clear 

72 

w 

C  Icar 

4 

68 

w 

Thill  (lark  cloticls 

87 

w 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

83 

w 

Some  thin  brok'n  cl'ds&h'ze 

5 

70 

w 

CloJldy 

76 

w 

Flying  clouds,* 

74 

w 

Thin  clouds  and  hazy 

6 

72 

w 

Thin  clouds 

80 

w 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

7b 

w 

Clears  some  thin  dark  cl'ds 

D   7 

70 

w 

Clear 

88 

W  str. 

Clear 

74 

W  str. 

Clear,  wind  hasjust  fallen 

8 

64 

N 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

78 

N 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

71 

N 

Clear 

Q 

55 

calm 

Fo?^ 

81 

NW 

Clear 

70 

NW 

Clear 

10 

58 

NW 

Clear 

85 

NW 

Clear 

78 

calm 

Clear 

11 

60 

Clear 

8q 

W 

Clear 

80 

W 

Clear 

12 

70 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

82 

WSW 

Clear,  It.  shower  at  11  A.M. 

74 

WSW 

Clear.t 

U 

77, 

WSW 

Low  bi-oken  clouds 

80 

WSW 

Cloudy 

72 

WSW 

Cl'dy,  occasional  It.  showers 

T>H 

72 

,NE 

Cloudy,  rain  last  night 

70 

NE 

Cloudy 

69 

N 

Cloudy 

11 

r>?. 

N 

Clear 

32 

N 

Clear 

71 

NNW 

Clear 

16 

59 

NNW 

Clear,  very  fine 

81 

NNW 

Very  clear  and  fine 

68 

NNW 

Vei-y  clear 

17 

51 

(.'■aim 

Fog,  cleared  off  at  7 

85 

calm 

Very  clear 

/J 

calm 

Clear 

IS 

111 

N 

Thin  broken  clouds 

80 

NE 

Clear,  some  flying  clouds 

68 

NE 

Clear 

19 

52 

NE 

Clear 

82 

NE 

Clear,  a  few  flying  clouds 

l»8 

NE 

Clear 

?0 

5P 

NE 

Clear 

81 

ENE 

Clear 

68 

ENE 

Clear 

PXl 

5« 

ENR 

Cl'r,  some  thin  white  br"k"n 

85 

ENE 

Cl'r,  thin  vail  of  white  cl'ds 

70 

ENE 

Clear,  thin  vail  of  white  e'ds 

2'2 

65 

ENE 

Clear,  thin  clouds      [clouds 

88 

ENE 

Thin  elouds 

74 

RNE 

Thin  clouds 

23 

68 

NE 

Thin  clouds 

69 

S 

Cloudy,  a  shower  just  past 

69 

NE 

Thin  cl'ds,  rain  in  afternoon 

24 

67 

SE 

Thin  low  clouds 

81 

var. 

Flying   clouds,  at   1    P.  M. 

76 

NWvar. 

Thin  clouds 

'      25 

70 

WNW 

Clear 

86 

W 

Clear            [shower  from  N 

78 

W 

Cle.ir 

2b 

70 

W 

Clear,  gust  about  midhight 

86 

W 

Cleai- 

77 

W 

Clear 

27 

65 

calm 

Foggy 
Clear 

88 

w 

Clear 

82 

W 

Clear 

D28 

72 

AV 

92.  A 

W  br. 

Clear,  flying  clouds 

85 

W 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

29 

74 

W 

C  leaf 

y2./i|w 

Clear,  flying  clouds 
Clear,  some  tlying  clouds 

85 

W 

Clear,  some  thin  clouds 

30 

76 

AV 

Clear 

90 

iw 

78 

NW 

Clear 

•  Light  gust  at  11,  with  hail  as  large  as  musket  balls.  *  Heavy  shower  at  S  P.  M.  from  very  low  clouds. 

NOTES— 2d.  Red  rose  in  blossom.  7th.  Green  peas  fit  to  use.  8th.  Scioto  river  very  high,  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  much  raia 
'towards  its  source,  as  there  has  been  very  little  here.  lOih.  Strawberries  ripe.  22d.  Ked  curnvnts  ripe.  25th.  Cataipa  blossoms. 
20tli.  Raspberries  ripe.    28tli.  Piuks  in  bjjbum. 


Navy  Agents. 


Report  oftUe  committee  on  naval  of  airs,  on  the  resolu- 
tion concerning  navy  agents,  accompanying  "a  bill 
concerning  navy  tigenis.'" 

January  5,  1819. 
Read,  and  with  the  bill  commitied  to  a  committee 

of  the  whole  house  to-morrow. 
The  committee  on  nav.l  afiairs,  to  whom  wa.<>  re- 
ferred a  resolution  "directing  ihem  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  amount  of  tiie  se- 
ci-rity  to  be  hereafter  required  from  navy  agents, 
and  also  of  requiring  security  to  a  greater  amount 
from  those  now  m  office,"  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and 

Report: — The  committee  find,  upon  exareination, 
that  most  of  the  bonds  given  by  navy  agents  now  in 
office,  are  in  the  sum  of  §20,000,  with  two  sureties; 
in  some  few  instances,  the  sum  is  less,  and  the  num- 
ber of  sureties  smaller;  and  in  one  or  two  cases,  the 
/lumber  larger.  The  committee  refer  to  a  document 
annexed  to  this  report,  marked  A, giving  the  names 
of  agents  now  m  office,  their  places  of  residence, 
amount  of  bond,  and  number  of  sureties.  The  com 
mittee  also  rtfer  to  a  documei;.  ..mexed  to  this  re- 
port, marked  13,  giving  a  list  of  liie  names  of  agents 
now  out  of  office,  against  whom  balances  stand 
charged  In  favor  of  the  public,  with  the  amount  of 
those  balances,  &c.  The  amount  of  bonds  given, 
vfith  the  number  of  sureties,  as  heretofore  directed 
by  law,  has  been  at  the  discretion  of  the  president. 


The  committee  think  tliat,  from  the  large  sums  of 
money  continually  passing  through  the  hands  oi 
those  officers,  it  will  be  proper  to  fix,  by  law,  the 
minimum  amount  of  the  bond,  with  the  number  of 
stireties  to  be  given  by  eacl>,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  liis  office;  and  thitt  after  a  stated  period, 
those  agents  at  present  in  office  shall  conform  to 
the  same  rule  by  giving  new  bonds,  with  tha  requisite 
number  of  sureties;  to  effect  these  objects,  the  com- 
mittee lierewith  report  a  bill. 

J^''avij  department,  Dec.  2l3t,  1818. 

SiH— -In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  naval 
committee  of  the  hotise.of  representatives,  under 
date  of  the  9th  inst.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you,  herewith,  a  list  of  the  navy  agents  now  in  office, 
marked  A,  wliich  designates  their  residence,  the 
amount  of  bond  given  by  each,  and  the  names  of 
their  respective  sureties. 

Also,  an  abstract  statement,  marked  B, containing' 
tile  names  of  former  agents,  and  the  amount  of 
balances  due  by  them  to  the  United  States,  and  with 
which  they  stand  charged  on  the  books  of  the  fourth 
auditor  of  the  treasury. 

The  losses  will  eventually  be  considerable  upon 
the  two  last  naval  agencies  \>  Norfolk  The  precise 
state  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  nnvy  agent  at  New- 
York  Cannot,  at  present,  be  ascertained. 
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Tite  r.MJnis   'ruu.   n.ivj   ag  i-ts  :^rc  m-.dr-  every  i  Theodk.  Armistead,  Norfolk,  Va.      241,21?  86 
thr'-:  moiulis,  by  ;i  special  reqiusitinr  m-ocp  this  de-(John  H.  Fawn,  Ditto,  151,483  9o 

par  meiu,  J  it  d  21st  Noveniber,  1817,  ^adresoed  Nuihiiiucl  Ingraham 


to  'iie  -jgents  itsprciively.  m  the  l'o;n.  of  a  circular 
I  h:<ve   tlie  iionor  to  be,  witji  gieat  respect,  sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

'  J    C    CALHOUN, 

Jlciing  sec'ry  navy. 
Ho:«.  James   i'lf.asants,  jti 

Chairman  navul  covxmittee,  house  of  representatives. 


Names  of  li.e  navy   a^;ents  of  the  United  Slates, 
where  situ  .ted,  the  amount  of  their  bonds,  and 
the  number  and  names  of  the  sureties  to  each. 
Jo, 111  L.  Siorer,  Portland,  D  M'-. — i^mount  of  bond. 


and  Son. 
John  Strieker, 
Juhii  BuUus, 


Charleston,  S.C.  21,649  95 
Haltimore,  50 

New-York,  560,141  94-H- 

UK  MARKS. 
*Transferred  from  the  sccouiitant's  office,  to  first 
Compirolleroftitf  treasury,  20lh  January,  1810. 
t  l^'llo  20th  January.  1816. 

t  Ditto  28;h  July,  1810 

§  DitU>  20lh  Januar\,  1810. 

11>iUo  20th  January,  ISIO- 

I!  Ditto  9lh  March,  1810. 

*■*  DiUo  28lh  July,  1810. 

Tliese  balances  havinp^  been  transferred  from  the 
O.uOO  doll. as — .-.ureties,  Seih  Stover,  .loseph  Storer. ; bo.iks  of  the  Accountant  of  the  navy,  to  the  books 
Henry  S.  Lingdon,  Portsmouth.  N.  H. — 20,000 1  of  the  Reg-jster  of  the  treasury,  previous  to  the 


dollars— sure  lies,  John  Lanj^dm  jun.  Edrtrird  Cutts 

Ainos  Bsnney,  Boston,  Mass.— 2t, 000  dollars — 
sureties,  J  cob  Ruoades,  Joseph  N  Howe,  Eben. 
Lai  kin.  Jiiim  Binney. 

Constant  Taber,  Newport,  R.  1—20,000  dollars- 
surety,  James  F*  nner. 

Joseph  Hull,  Midiiletown,  Ct.— 10,000  dollars— 
suitiiPs,  Canficid  Gdlet,  Wm.  Thompson,  Smuel 
I.  Andrews,  Jas.  Lewis. 

Rob'irt  Swartwou  ,  N-^w-York — 10,000  dollars — 
sureties  John  Sw^rtwout,  Wl>     Iivinj^. 

George  Harrison,  Philadelphia — 20,000  dollars — 
surety,  Charles  Francis. 

J.^mes  Riddle,  Neweastle,  Del— 20,000  dollars- 
surety,  George  Reed. 

J.mies  Beatty,  Baltimore,  Md.— 20,000  dollars- 
sureties,  Nathan  Levering,  George  Williams. 

Joshua  Potts,  W.imingion,  N  C— 20,000  dollars 


establishment  of  this  office,  Uieir  final  result  can 

onl\  be  known  by  a  reference  to  the  Registei's  office. 

ft  To  this  balance  of  560,141  91 

must  be  added  tliis  sum  credited 

b}  him.  in  his  accounts  on  file,  in 

this  ofiice,    under  examirtation, 

received  for  the  sale  of  the  U.  S. 

brig  Tom  Bowline. 


From  which  amount  is  to  be  de- 
ducted his  expenditures,  from 
1st  January  to  30th  June,  1818, 
as  appears  by  his  accounts  on  file 
in  this  office. 


6,388  OQ 
566,529  94 


268,458  5r 


Leaving  a  balance  against  him  of  ^298,071  57 
As  no  account  of  his  expenditures  from  1st  July, 


sureties,  Hanson  Kelly,  Aaron  Liizarus,  Richard jl8l8,  to  the  day  of  his  death  (ihe  litter  end  of 
Bradley.  Sep  ember  following)  h.'»s  been  received,  the  actuat 

Arch.  S.  Bulloch,  Savannah,  Geo.— 10,000  dollars  jbaUnce  against  him  cannot  be  ascertained.  His  ex- 
— sureties,  John  H.  Morel,  Thomas  Boulke.  pendittires  for  that  period,  judging  from  those  of 


Jeremiah  Brown,  Newbern  N.  C. — 20,000  dollars 
— surety,  William  HoUister. 

Miles  King,  Norfolk.  Virg. — 20,000  dollars — sure- 
ties, Robert  C  Jennings,  John  Hodges 

James  Morrison,  Lexington,  Ken. — 20, 000  dollars 
— sureties,  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis  Sanders. 

John  Morgan,  Hartford,  Ci.— 20,000  dollars- 
sure. y  Moses  Tryon,  jr. 

John  Robertson,  Charleston,  S.  C— 20,000  dollars 
— sureties,  Richard  Cunningham,  Stephen  Shrews- 
bury, Frederick  Kohn. 

John  Randall,  Annapolis,  Md  —10,000  dollars- 
sureties,  John  Muir,  John  J(,hnson. 

John  K.  Smith,  New-Orleans— 2o, 000  dollars- 
sureties,  William  Hawkins,  D.  A.  Smith. 

(B.) 

A  list  of  navy  agents,  who  are  now  out  of  service, 
exhibiting  the  balances  due  from  e^ch,  as  appears 
by  the  books  of  this  office,  and  those  of  the  ac 
countant  of  the  navy. 
Jsi'ames.       Place  of  Residence.  Balance  due  U  S. 
Diniel  Ludlow,  New-York,  1,769  27* 

Dmiel  B-dinger,  Norfolk,  Va.  18  .'.3| 

Wm.  bmitii,  senr.       Charleston,  S.  C.  1,421  64t 

Ditto, 
IJoston, 


Wm.  Smitii,  &  Co. 

Samuel  Brown, 

Aichibald  Campbell,  Bahimire, 

William  Crafts,  Ciiarle>,'oii,  S.  C. 

Samuel  Storer,  Portland,  Me. 

Joiiii  Boekman,  New  York, 


863  56§ 
1  527  0;-^ 
3.030  73«J 
707  64*' 
271  61 
30 


the  two  preceding  quarters  will  probably  amount 
to  aboiu  Sl30,000,  to  which  may  be  added  the  last 
remittance  mude  him  of  S40,00'0,  and  by  him  re- 
reived,  a  few  hours  previous  to  his  death,  no  part 
of  which,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  expended. 

By  a  regulation  of  the  treasury  department, 
adopted  the  21st  November,  1817,  the  agents  were 
required  to  transmit  their  accounts  for  settlement 
quarterly.  This  regulation  has  been  generally  com- 
plied  with  by  the  agents  since  that  period. 

Treasriry  department. 
Fourth  Auditor's  o'^ce,  lUih  Dec.  1818 

(Signed)  CONbT.  FREEMAN, 

4th  Avditor. 

dj'It  appeari  probable  that  some  of  those  ba- 
lances on  the  books  do  not  really  exist,  as  stated, 
as  we  see  the  following  in  a  New-York  paper. 

[En.  Reg. 

Tlie  representatives  of  Dr  Bullus,  late  n-vy  agent, 
have  published  a  statement  which  contradicts  a  late 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  that  he  was 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  indebted  to  the  govern- 
ment upw.rJs  of  §200,000.  Ii  appears  from  the 
statement  of  the  representatives,  tliat  the  actual 
balance  agains'  Dr.  Bullus,  is  §37,285  41,  which 
sum  they  declare  themselves  ready  to  pay  when 
called  upon. 

Mr.  D.  Ludlow,  junr.  also  states  to  the  public, 
that  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Daniel  Ludlow,  (who  is 
published  by  the  government  .ss  a  delinquent)  were 
settled  many  }  ears  since,  and  that  he  has  in  bis  pos- 
session a  receipt  m  full. 
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Indian  Trade. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  WAR  DEPARTMEXT 

Dr.PARTMEST  OF  WaU,   > 

December  5,  1818.       5  j 

Sin — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  tliellouse  [ 
of  Reprc-scntaLivcs,  of  tlic  4tli  of  April,  1818,  di- j 
recting- liie  Secretary  of  War  to  prepare  and  re- 
poi-t,  at  tlieir  next  session,  "a  system  providing  for 
the  abolition  of  the  existing  Indian  Trade  Estab- 1 
lishments  of  tlic  United  States,  and  providing-  for  | 
the  opening  of  tlie  Trade  with  the  Indians  to  indi- ! 
viduals,  under  suitable  reg-uiations,"  I  have  the  ho-  j 
nor  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  nations  of  Indians  who  inhabit  this  portion  j 
of  our  continent,  were,  on   its  first  discovery,  in  ai 
state  of  the  most  perfect  commercial  independence,  j 
'I'heir  knowledge  of  the    useful  arts  was,  indeed,' 
very  limited;  but  it  was  commensurate   with  theiri 
wants  and  desires.     With  thtir  rude  implements  of  j 
husbandry,  their  hook,  and  bow,  in  the  consu-uc-j 
tion  of  which  they  were  well  instructed,  they  drew  i 
a  scanty,  but  for  tliem  a  sufficient  supply  from  the 
soil,  the  water  and  the  forest.     A  gre.at  change  has  : 
since  taken  place,  such  as  a|ipcars  to  be  inevitable,  j 
by  a  fixed  law  of  nature,  in  the  intercourse  between 
a   civilized    and  savage    people.     Helplessness  iias 
succeeded  independence.     Svhile  tlieir  wants  liave ' 
been  greatly  midtiplied  and  enlarged,  by  tlieir  in- 
tercourse with  their  more  civilized  neighbors,  their 
knowledge  even  of  their  former  rude  arts  has  been 
lost,  without  acquiring  those  which  are  necessary 
in  their  new  condition.     The  niauufacture  of  the 
axe  and  the  hoe,  by  which  they  now  clear  and  cul- 
tivate the   soil,    and  the  gun    and  ammunition  by 
'a-hich  they  take  their  game,  are  far  above  tlieir 
skill;  anil  with  the  exhaustion  of  the  present  stock, 
without  a  new  supply,  they  would  be   reduced  to 
extreme    want.     On  trade,  then,  with  those  from 
whom  they  can  draw  these  and  other  supplies,  they 
are    wholly    dependent.     We  have  the  exclusive 
Tight  to  trade  with  those  within  our  limits;  and  cut 
off,  as  the  soutliern  tribes  are,  by  our  acquisition  in 
the   late  war,  from  intercourse  with  foreigners  on  i 
the  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we  have  the  means, 
by  a  ^iroper  extension  of  our  posts  on  the  lakes,  the 
Mississippi,  and    the    Missouri,    (to    effect  whicli, 
measures  have  already  been  taken)  to  enforce  sf- 
fectually,  without  much  additional  expense,  this  im-> 
porLant  right.     The  period  seems  then  to  have  ar- 
rived,  to  give    to   our   control  over  the  Indians, 
through  an    exclusive  supply    of  their  wants,  the  i 
greatest  efficiency;  and  to  promote  theirs  and  our  J 
interest,  by    a  judicious  system  of  trade,  fairly  and  | 
justly  directed. 

A  similar  view  of  this  branch  of  our  trade  seems  j 
to  have  been  taken  at  an   earh'  period  by  our  go- 
vernment.   It  directed  its  attention  to  this  interest-' 
iug  and  important  subject,  as  early  as  the  j-ear  1775, 1 
when  a  committee  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  j 
devise  a  plan  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  Indians.  I 
In  the  next  year  a  very  consideraljle  ynirchase>of ) 
goods  was  directed  to  be  made  for  the  Indian  tr.ade;  j 
and  trade  with  them,  except  under  license  or  bond, 
was  strictly  prohibited.    The  subject  was  frequent- 
ly acted  on  during  the  confederation;  but  no  syste- 1 
matic  effort  v,as  made  to  regulate  it  til!  1786,  when  j 
an  ordinance    was  passed,  dividing   tlie  Indian  de-f 
partment  into  two  districts,  and  appointing  a  super-' 
intcndent,  with  a  deputy  to  each.    It  was  made  their 
duty  to  execute  such  regulations  as  congress  mig'lit 
establish  in  relation  to  InJ.ian  affairs;  to  correspond 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,    through  whom  th-^ir 
communications  were  directed  to  be  made  tc  con- 
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grcss;  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  War  Dej^art- 
ment;  and  to  grant  license  to  trade  with  liniians. 
Tills  ordinance  directed  that  no  license  sliould  be 
grunted  to  foreigners,  and  only  to  citizens  whose 
good  moral  character  should  be  ceilified  by  tlie 
governor  of  a  state,  under  the  sea!  of  the  state, 
and  tluit  boiids  sliould  be  g-iren  to  confurai  to  estab- 
iished  regulations.  Licenses  were  granted,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  one  year  only,  and  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  fifty  dollars.  To  trade  without  licens',- in- 
curred a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dcllars,  and  fur* 
feiture  of  goods.  Tiie  superintendents  and  their 
deputies  w  ere   prohibited  from  engaging  in  trade. 

'l"he  cliange  in  the  form  of  the  government,  tt- 
few  years  after  the-  pas.sing  of  this  ordinance,  and 
the  de!>ility  into  which  public  affairs  fell,  about  Uvs 
termination  cfthe  confederation,  j)re vented  tliis 
judicious  system  from  being  carried  into  efiect. 

Under  the  pi-esent  constitution,  the  subject  of  In 
dian  trade  attracted  the  attention  of  coiigr(.'ss<  as 
early  as  the  year  1790,  The  system  of  trade  by 
licenses  was  retained:  they  were  directed  to  be 
grained  for  two  years,  by  persons  to  be  appointed 
ijy  ihe  President,  to  applicants  of  good  char.icter, 
vviio  gave  bonds  to  conform  to  regulations;  andtrad- 
ii.g -tvithout  license  was  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of 
merchandise.  The  act  contains  no  prohibitions  t(> 
foreigners,  and  requires  nothing  to  be  paid  fen-  the 
licenses.  In  the  years  1793  and  1796,  acts  were 
passed,  very  similar  iu  their  provisions  to  the  one 
just  recited;  and  in  the  year  1802,  an  act  repealing 
former  acts,  and  wiiich  still  continues  in  force,  was 
passed.  It  inflicts  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dolhus, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  forfeiture  of  goods,  for  trading  without 
license;  and  directs  licenses  to  be  granted  on  bond, 
with  sufficient  security  to  conform  to  law  and  recru- 
latinns,  without  making  a  good  character,  or  tu'.i. 
zenship,  a  requisite. 

By  an  act  of  1816,  the  last  passed  on  this  subject, 
foreigners  are  prohibited  from  trading  with  the  In- 
dians, except  permitted  by  the  President,  and  un- 
der such  regulations  as  he  should  establish.  In- 
structions have  been  given  under  this  act  to  pro'ii- 
bit  foreigners  from  passing  into  the  Indian  country, 
except  as  boatmen,  and,  under  certain  condition^, 
as  interpreters. 

The  system  of  trade  by  public  factors,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  abolished,  commenced  in  tlie  \  tar 
1796;  but  without  superseding  the  original  motie  of 
carrying  on  the  trade  by  license.  The  President 
was  authorized  to  establish  trading  houses,  and  to 
appoint  an  agent  to  each  house  to  carry  on,  as  the 
act  states,  "a  liberal  trade  with  the  Indians."  The 
act  appropriated  ^150,000,  as  the  c;ipital  of  this 
trade,  and  the  additional  sum  of  §8,000  aniiuaily 
for  the  payment  of  agents  and  clerks;  and  directed 
the  trade  to  be  carried  on,  so  as  not  to  diminish  the 
capital.  It  was  limited  to  two  years;  but  was  by  a 
subsequent  act  continued  in  force  till  1806.  A  Su- 
perintendent of  Indians  was  then  appointed,  and 
the  capital  increased  to  §260,000,  and  g  13,000  w-iu 
annually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  superin- 
tendent, agents,  and  clerks.  This  act  was  limited 
t'J  three  years;  but  afterwards  continued  in  force  til! 
1811.  The  capital  was  then  increased  to  S^OOjOOOj 
with  an  annual  appropriation  of  £19,350  ibr  the 
paymeiit  of  superintendent,  agents,  and  clerks.  It 
v.-as  limited  to  three  years;  but  has  been  extended 
by  subsequent  acts  to  the  first  of  March  next. 

The  capital  at  present  is  distributed  among  eight 
trading  houses,  or  factories,  established  at  the  fol- 
lowing places:  Fort  Mitchell;  the  Chicka.sa".-  Bluffs; 
Fort  ConfedcratioKj  ontli^  Tombigbee;  FcrtOT-n-g.  , 


a:^ 
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on  the  Missouri;  Praire  ilu  Chien,  on  tlie  Mississip- 1 
])i:  Sulplmr  Fork,   on  Ked  l{iver;  Green  Bay,  and 


Such  is  the  rise,  progTess,  and  present  condition 
of  our  Indian  trade.  It  was  commenced  and  has 
been  contiiuiedfrom  motives  botli  r?"  prudence  and 
hiimanity;  and  though  it 'nay  not  have  fully  realiz- 
ed tlie  expectations  of  its  friends,  it  has  no  doubt 
produced  beneficial  efiects.  If  wars  have  not  been 
entirely  prevented  I>y  it,  they  probably,  without  it, 
would  have  been  more  frequent;  and,  if  tlie  Indians 
have  made  but  little  advances  in  ci\  ilization,  they 
probably  without  it  would  have  made  less.  If  great- 
er effects  have  not  residted,  it  is  to  be  attributed 
not  to  a  want  of  dependance  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians on  commercial  supplies,  but  to  defects  in  the 
system  itself,  or  in  its  administration.  Scarcely  any 
attempt  has  been  made  till  lately  to  exclude  fo- 
reigners, aiKl  the  gTanting  of  licenses  has  not  beeit 
subject  to  those  checks  whlcli  are  necessary  to 
give  to  it  the  most  salutary  effects. 

Should  it  bethought  unadvisahle  to  continue  the 
present  trading  syst era  by  factories,  by  permitting 
llie  act  to  expire,   by  its  limitation,  on  the  first  of 
March  next,  it  will  th'^;;   of  course  terminate.     In 
winding,  up  its  concern.-^,   two  points  are  to  be  re- 
garded; to  sustain  as  little   loss  as  possible;   and  to 
withdraw  from  the   trade  gradually,  in  order  that 
the  capital  employed  may   be  supplied  from  other 
sources.     To  cHect  t)oth  of  these  objects,  1  would 
suggest,  that  so  much  of  the  act  of  1811,  as  autho- 
rizes the  a{)pointmeut  of  a  superintendent  and  fac- 
tors, be  continued  in  force  for  one  year;   and  that] 
they  be  authorized  to  make  sales,  as  heretofore,  of  j 
the  goods  anil  effects  on  hand,  and  those  which*may 
be  acquired  from  the  Indians. 

The  Swperintendent  of  Indian  trade  should  also 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  exhibit  at  his  office, 
for  inspection,  an  inventory  of  the  stock  in  trade, 
with  the  pi-operty  attached  to  the  respective  facto- 
ries; and  he  should  he  directed  to  sell  the  same  on 
th.e  best  terms  ottered,  provided  the  sales  can  be 
eUectedat  cost  and  cliarges.  It  would  be  proper  to 
allow  considerable  credit  upon  approved  bonds  and 
security;  and  the  President  ought  to  be  empower- 
edto  annex,  as  the  condition  of  the  sale,  if  he  should 
think  it  advisable  to  sell  the  goods  to  the  Indians,  at 
the  place  at  which  the  factory  is  established,  a  pro- 
vision that  the  sales  be  effected  within  the  period 
of  one  }ear.  The  factory  at  Port  Clark,  being  es- 
tablislied  by  a  treaty  with  the  Great  and  Littla  Osa- 
ges  in  the  year  1808,  must  be  continued  by  the  go- 
vernment, or  sold  out,  subject  to  tlie  condition 
of  being  continued  so  long  as  the  Indians  may  de- 
sire it.  It  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  direct  a 
new  treaty,  rcsinding,  on  suitable  compensation,  the 
.stipulation  referred  to. 

The  establishnient  woidd  by  .these  means  termi- 
nate gradually,  without  the  hazard  of  any  consider- 
able losses. 

To  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to  individuals, 
under  suitable  regulations,  is  a  task  of  much  great- 
er difficidty.     Tlie  vast  extent  of  the   country  in- 
habited  by  the  Indians;  and  the  numbers  aud   vari- 
ety of  the    tribes,  render  it  impossible   to  apply, 
with  propriety,  aiiy  uniform  system  to   the  whole. 
The  various  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  may,  I 
ho'Aever,  he  compreheniled  in  two  classes.     Those  j 
in  our   immediate    neighborhood,    surrounded  byi 
our  settlements  and  our   military  posts,   and  who, ' 
from  longintercoiuse  with  us,  have  become  partial-] 
iy  civilized;  and  tliose  more  remote,  who  still  retain 
their  original   character  and  customs.     la  the  for- 
itier  are  comprehended  the  four  southern  tribes. 


the   Osages  and  the  small  tribes  immediately   wes 

of  the  Missisippi,  those  within  tlie  limits  of  Illinois, 

j  Indiana,  Ohio,  andthat  part  of  the  Michigan  tcrrito- 

;  ry  east  of  lake  Michigan.     The  latter  eumpreliends 

[  all  the  tribes  without  those  limits.     I  propose  to 

consider  the  system  of  trade  best  calculated  for 

each  division,  beginning  with  the  former. 

After  giving  the  sul^ject  that  full  consideration 
which  its  importance  merits,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  ])rovisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1786,  with  a  few 
additions  and  modifications,  particularly  in  the  ad- 
ministrative part,  so  as  to  adjust  it  to  our  present 
form  of  government,   are,  for  tliis  division  of  our 
Indian  trade,  the  best  that  can  be  devised.     The 
provisions   of  the  acts  now  in  force,  in  relation   to 
licenses,  are  not  as  well  guarded  or  as  efficient  as 
!  those  of  the  ordinance  referred  to.     The  introduc- 
itionofthe  factories  seems  to  have  relaxed  tlie  at- 
tention of  government  to  the  system  of  trade  under 
'  Ficense.     I  would  then  propose  to  assume  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ordinance  referred  to,  as  the  basis  of 
j  a  system  to  open  the   trade   with   the  contiguous' 
I  tribes  of  Indians,  to  individual  enterprise.     Instead 
however,   of  appointing    two    superintendents,  1 
woukl  propose  a  superintendent  of  Indian  afl'airste 
be  attached  to   the  War  Department,  with  a  salary 
of  S3,00U  per  annum:  the  superintendent  to  be  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  war,  and  to  be 
charged,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  prescribe,  with  the  correspon.dence,  su- 
perinte-ndencc,  and  general  management  of  Indian 
alfairs;  and  to  be  authorized,  with  the  a])probation 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  grant  license  to  trade 
with  the  Indians.     Licenses  to  be  granted  to   citi- 
zens of  good  moral  character,  and  to  continue  in 
force  till  re\oked.     A  sum  not  less  than  100  dollars, 
nor  more  than  500  dollars  to  be  determined  under 
regidations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  President;  to 
be  paid,  for  the  privilege  of  using  it,  at  the  time  oi 
granting  the  license,  and  annually  during  its   con- 
tinuance; and  bonds  with  sufficiei.t    security  to  !) 
taken,  to  conform  to  law  and  regulations.     Licer 
ses  to  be  re^  oked  by  the   President  whenever  lie; 


may  judge  pr;>pcr.  To  trade  witliout  license  to 
be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol 
lars,  and  imprisonment  not  to  e.xceed  six  month.s. 
with  a  forfeiture  of  the  goods.  Licenses  to  be 
granted  to  trade  :it  specified  places,  to  be  selected 
by  the  applicants,  and  not  to  be  changed  without 
the  consent  of  the  superintendent.  All  peddling 
and  sales  of  spirituous  liquors  to  be  strictly  prohi- 
bited. Each  trading  house,  or  estaldishment,  to 
require  a  sejiarate  license,  and  books  to  be  kept 
at  the  estublishmerit,  in  which  the  prices  of  the 
goods  sold,  and  the  articles  purchased,  should  be 
regularly  and  fairly  entered,  and  to  be  subject  at 
all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  Indian  agent,  or 
such  person  as  tlie  superintendent  ma}'  appoint. 

The  reasons  for  most  of  these  provisions  are  so 
obvious  a^  to  require  no  illustration.  They  will 
all  be  passed  over,  accordingly,  M'ithout  observe 
tion,  except  the  provision  which  requires  tlie  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  sum  for  the  use  of  license,  and 
tliat  which  requires  tlie  trading  establishm.ent  to  be 
fixed.  The  former  provision  is  taken  from  th» 
ordinance  of  1786,  which  directed  licenses  to  be 
granted  for  one  year  only,  and  on  ]jayment  of  fifly 
dollars  to  the  superintendent,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States;  a  sunv  nearly  equal  to  that  now  ]ir0- 
posed,  if  the  value  of  money  at  that  tim«  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

But  it  will  probably  be  objected,  that  it  is 
our  interest,  and,  :is  we  ])ropose  to  monopolize 
their  trade,  our  dutv  tto,  to  furuibh  the  Indians 
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with  g"oods  on  as  moderate  terms  as  possible;  and 
that  ihc  sum  to  be  paid  for  a  license,  by  acting'  as 
a  duty  on  the  goods  sold  under  it,  will  tend  to  en- 
hance their  price.  In  answer  to  which,  it  may  be 
justly  observed,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
iinportance  that  they  should  obtain  their  supplies 
for  a  few  cents  more  or  less,  as  that  the  trade  should, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  put  effectually  under  the 
control  of  the  government,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  protected  against  the  fraud  and  tlic  %  iolence  to 
whick  their  ignorance  and  weakness  would,  with- 
out such  protection,  expose  them,  it  is  this  very 
ignorance  and  weakness  wliich  render  it  necessary 
for  tile  government  to  interfere;  and  if  sucli  inter- 
ference is  proper  at  all,  it  ouglit  to  be  rendered  ef- 
fectual. Such  will  be  the  tendency  of  this  provi- 
sion. Its  iirst  and  obvious  eli'ects  will  be  to  dimi- 
nish more  certainly,  and  with  less  injurious  effect, 
than  any  other  provision  wliich  can  be  devised,  the 
number  of  traders;  and  to  increase  the  amount  of 
capital  which  each  would  employ.  The  profit  of 
a  small  capital  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  would 
scarcely  pa}^  for  the  license;  while  that  on  a  large 
one  would  not  be  much  diminished  by  it.  Both  of 
these  effects,  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  tra- 
ders and  the  increase  of  the  capital,  would  add 
sjreatly  to  the  control  of  the  government  over  the 
ti'ade.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  inspect  the 
conduct,  and  consequently  control  the  actions  of 
the  multitude  *of  traders,  with  small  capitaU,  dif- 
fused over  the  Indian  country,  and  settled  at  remote 
and  obscure  places.  The  greatest  vigilance,  on 
the  part  of  the  superintendent  and  his  agents, 
would  be  unequal  to  the  task.  By  diminishing-  tiie 
number,  and  bringing  each  more  permanently  be- 
fore the  view  of  the  government,  a  due  inspection 
and  superintendence  becomes  practicable.  Again; 
what  control  can  the  government  have  over  the 
conduct  of  a  trader  with  a  capital  of  a  few  hundred 
dollars  only?  Suppose  he  should  violate  the  express 
injunctions  of  law  and  regulations,  what  serious 
loss  v.ould  he  sustain  by  the  relocation  of  his  li- 
cense, or  by  the  putting  his  lioad  in  suit?  To  him 
it  would  b-*  nothjns"  to  wind  up  his  business  and 
give  his  capital  another  direction;  and  as  to  the 
bond,  in  such  distant  and  obscure  transactions,  he 
m'ght  pretty  safely  calcuUte  on  escaping  its  penal- 
ty. Very  different  v/ould  be  tlie  case  With  the  tra- 
der of  a  large  capital.  To  rev^oke  his  license 
would  be  a  serious  evil,  which  must  subject  him 
to  certain  loss;  and,  should  he  break  the  conditions 
of  his  bond,  lie  would  be  much  more  in  danger  of 
feeling  its  penalty.  Tlie  control  of  the  govern- 
ment would  not  only  be  greater  over  such  traders, 
but,  what  is  of  equal  importance,  their  influence 
v.ilh  the  In  Wans  would  have  a  more  salutary  direc- 
tion. A  war  between  them  and  us  would,  in  all 
cases,  be  injurious,  and,  in  many  cases,  wotdd  be 
ruinous  to  the  trader  of  a  large  capital;  but  not  so 
v/ith  one  of  small  capital;  a  single  profitable  specu- 
lation may  be  of  more  importance  to  him  than  the 
continuance  of  peace.  From  the  effects  of  war  he 
can  as  easily  escape  as  from  the  revocation  of  his 
license,  or  the  penalty  of  his  bond.  Let  the  cha- 
racter of  the  former  be  what  it  may,  lv£  m.ust,  from 
interest,  be  the  advocate  of  peace,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  his  own  government;  while  the  latter,  un- 
less influenced  by  virtuous  motives,  would  feel  in 
.  cither  but  little  interest. 

From  the   nature  of  the  trade,  t!ie  more    it  can 
be  concentrated,  providerl  there  is  reasonable  com- 
petition, the  better  it  will  i)e    for  the   Indians   and 
ourselves.     The  very  opposite,  it  is  true,  v.'ould  be 
'.-efuct,  if  thev  had  tlbi  capacity  tnd  inte'ligeficit 


to  take  care  of  their  own  interest,  without  <Hir  pro- 
tection; but,  situated  as  they  are,  indefinite  compe- 
tition would  be  no  less  injurious  to  them  than  lo 
our  citizens;  and  such  appear  Lo  be  tlieir  sentimenb^. 
The  Chickasaws,  in  a  late  treaty,  complained  of  the 
injury  which  they  had  sustained  from  pedlars  and 
small  traders;  and  they  had  a  stipulation  inserted, 
against  the  granting  of  any  license  trade  with  their 
nation,  as  the  only  effectual  means  which  suggested 
itself  to  prevent  it. 

The  reasons  for  fixing  the  trading  establishments 
are  no  less  strong.  By  rendering  them  stationary, 
and  compelling  the  proprietors  to  keep  books,  con- 
taining regular  entries  of  all  their  sales  and  pur- 
chases, important  checks  will  be  presented  to  pre- 
vent fraud  and  exorbitant  cliarges.  It  will  alio 
strongly  tend  to  prevent  collision  l)etween  the  tra- 
ders, and,  consequently,  the  creation  of  parties 
among"  the  Indians,  for  or  against  particular  traders; 
a  state  of  thing's  unfriendly  to  their  interest,  and 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  frontier.  Besides, 
the  trading  establishments  being  fixed,  as  they  will 
be,  in  the  most  advantageous  positions,  each  \v\\], 
in  time,  become  the  nucleus  of  Indian  settlements, 
which,  by  giving  great -r  density  and  steadiness  to 
their  population,  will  tend  to  introduce  a  division 
of  real  property,  and  thus  hasten  their  ultimate 
civilization. 

Such  are  the  provisions  under  which  the  trade 
with  those  tribes  of  Indians  in  our  immediate  neiglw 
borhood  may  witli  safety  and  advantage  be  opened 
to  individual  enterprlze,  AVith  a  vigilant  adminis, 
tration,  it  will  produce  results  equally  salutary  to 
the  Indians  and  ourselves.  In  fact,  the  knowledge 
of  the  use  of  money,  and  the  prices  of  most  of  the 
ordinary  articles  of  trade,  is  so  far  advanced  among' 
Uiem,  as  to  guard  them,  to  a  considera!)le  exteni, 
against  mere  fraud  and  imposition;  and,  with  the 
control  which  the  government  may  exercise  over 
the  trade  with  them,  they  would  generally  receive 
their  supplies  on  fair  and  moderate  terms.  Tlie 
system  is  not  less  calculated  to  secure  peace.  The 
regular  traders,  who  have  paid  for  the  use  of  their 
licenses,  will  be  the  most  active  to  prevent  vexa- 
tious peddhng  and  retaihng  of  spirituous  Hquors,. 
whlcii  are  the  bane  of  the  frontier.  They  will,  be- 
sides, become  the  most  active  promoters  of  industn, 
for  the  almost  tot.al  destruction  of  game  has  rendered 
the  amount  of  peltries  and  firs  of  little  value  in  this 
branch  of  Indian  trade,  and  the  capacity  of  paving- 
for  the  goods  purchased  must,  consequently,  "in  u 
great  measure,  depend  on  the  product  o'f  tlie  soil. 
In  fact,  the  neighboring  tribes  are  becoming  daily 
less  warlike,  and  more  helpless  and  dependent  oil 
us,  through  their  numerous  wajits,  and  they  are  ren- 
dered  still  more  pacific  by  the  fear  of  jTorfeiting 
their  lands  and  annuities.  Tliey  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  ceased  to  be  an  object  of  terror,  and  kue 
become  that  of  commisL-ration.  The  time  seems  to 
have  arrived,  when  our  policy  towards  them  sh'juhl 
undergo  an  important  change.  They  neither  are 
in  fact,  nor  ought  to  be,  consideretl  as  indcpeTident 
nations.  Our  views  of  thfir  interest,  and  not  ilicir 
own,  oughtto  govern  them.  By  a  pi-nj)er  combina- 
tion of  force  and  persuasion,  of  punishments  and  re- 
wards, they  oughtto  be  brought  M'ithin  the  ]iales  of 
law  and  ci\ilization.  I. eft  to  themselves,  tlie\'  v.  ill 
never  reach  that  desirable  condition.  Before  the 
slow  operation  of  reason  and  experience  can  con- 
vince them  of  its  superior  a<lvantagcs,  they  must  be 
overwlielmed  by  the  mightv  torrent  of  our  popula- 
tion. Such  smidl  bwlics,  with  savage  customs  aiv-l 
character,    cannot,  and  ought  net,  to  be    permitleii 
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of  CivilJzecl  society.  Om- laws  ami  manners  ovight  .these  des'irubic  results,  foreign  adventurers,  whose 
to  supersede  their  present  savage  manners  and  I  influence  must  at  all  times  be  hostile  to  our  inter- 
cus'oins.  Beginning'  witli  those  most  advaneed  iu' csts,  ancldang-erous  to  our  peace,  must  be  excluded, 
civilization,  and  surrounded  by  our  people,  they  j  With  tliis  view,  and  to  protect  our  own  trade,  means 
pug'IVi  to  !)'.>  made  to  contract  their  settleniLiits  witli-jliave  been  taken  to  extend  our  military  posts  on  the 


in  rc.f.onahle  bounds,  with  a  distinct  understanding,  Mississippi  and  Missoui-i.  Whatever  character  our 
that  t'le  United  States  intended  to  make  ho  further  i  trade  in  that  qviaiter  may  assume,  the  extension  of 
■acq  I'sition  of  land  froth  them,  and  tliat  the  settle- 1  our  posts,  as  contemplated,  will  be  indispensable  to 
men's  reserved  arc  intended  for  their  lui-rnanentjitserdarged  and  successiul  prosecutior.;  but  it  is  be* 
home.  The  Jand  ought  t«  be  divid.ed  among  faiiii-}  lieved  tliat  with  all  t!ie  advantages  which  they  will 
Tues,  und  the  idea  of  mdividual  prop'i-rty  in  tlic  soil  {afford,  unless  tlie  trade  be  properly  and  efficiently 
carefully  inculcated.  Their  aimuities  would  con- j  organized,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  complete,  with 
stiiute  an  ample  school  fund,  and  education,  com-  entire  success, '>vith  the  British  companies  on  the 
preh.-ndihg"  as  well  the  comnion  arts  of  life,  as  rearl-i  no)-th,  nor  to  acquire  that  decided  control  over  the 
ing,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  ouglit  not  to  Ije  left  dis- 1  Indians,  which  is  indih'pensaljlc  to  its  complete  suc- 
creilnnary  M-lth  the  parents.     Those  who  might  not  j  cess. 


chi'isc  to  submit,  ought  to  be  permitted  and  aided 
jn  forming  ricw  settlements  at  a  distance  from  burs. 
\>''u;n  surliciently  advar.w  d  in  civiliiatiou,  they 
v.'oul  1  be  [.e.rmilted  to  particijiate  in  siicli  civil  and 
political  rights,  as  the  respective  states  within 
\vhosc  limit's  they  arc  situated  mi^yht  safely  extend 
to  them.  It  is  only  by  causing  our  opinion  of  their  in 


In  order  to  have  juEt  ideas  on  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  into'  consideration  not  only  tlie 
vast  extent  and  remoteness  of  the  region,  over 
which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  our  trade,  but  the 
character  of  the  numerous  tribes,  who  inhabit  it. 
They  are  idl  more  or  less  migratory;  in  the  summer 
moiing  towards  the  north,  and  in  the  winter  to  the 


tercst  to  prevail, thattlveycanbe  ci^•ilized,  andsavedj  soutli,  in  puriait  of  the  Buffaloe,  and  olhergame 
jVom  extinction.  Under  the  present  policy  they  are ',  They  are  thus,  in  the  summer,  brought  into  the 
contir.u'.illy  decreasing  and  degenerating,  notwith-j  neighborhood  of  tke  British  establishment  to  the 
gtanding  tlie  gover;unent  has,  under  all  its  adminis-  north  of  our  limits,  where,  notwithstanding  our  mi- 
trations,  been  actuated  by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  !  litary  posts  and  tlie  advantage  of  our  position,  much 
promote  their  happiness  and  civilization.  The  fault ;  of  the  trade  and  influence  over  these  fierce  and 
has  been,  not  in  the  want  of  zeal,  but  in  the  mode  j  warlike  tribes  will  centre,  unless  our  means  of  ear- 
in  which  it  has  been  atttempted  to  efleot  these  der;i- 1  r3'ing  it  on  should  be  as  well  organized  and  efiicient 
rable    o!)jects.     The  Indians   are    not    so  situated !  as  theirs.     The   difficulty,  though  of  an  opposite 


as  to  leave  it  to  time  and  experience  to  eifect  their 
civilization.  By  selecting  prudently  the  occasion 
for  the  change,  b}'  establishing  a  few  essential  regu- 
lation%  and  by  appointing  persons  to  administer 
them  fairly  and  honestly,  oiir  efforts  could  scarcely 
fail  of  success.  Nor  ought  it  tube  feared,  that  the 
power  would  be  abuseil  on  our  part,  for,  in  addition 


kind,  is  no  less  consideralile  on  the  southern  fron- 
tier of  this  portion  of  our  country.  Tlie  line  be- 
tween us  and  the  .Spanish  posses.sicns  in  Mexico,  is, 
in  its  whole  extent,  a  subject  of  discussion;  and, 
even  should  it  be  adjusted,  will  probably,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  be  without  natural  and  visible 
boundaries.     To  a  trade  thus  situated,  extending 


to  the  dictates  of  benevolence,  we  have  a  strong  in-i  over  so  vast  a  region,  inhabited  by  numerous  tribes 
terest  in  their  civilization.     The  enmity  even  of  the!  not  less  warlike  than  savag-e,  with  the  competition 


rontier  settlers  towards  them,  is  caused  principally 
by  the  imperfection  of  the  present  system;  and,  un- 
der the  one  which  I  have  suggested,  it  will  g-reatly 
abate,  if  not  entirely  subside.  The  natural  Innnanity 
and  generosity  of  tlie  American  ch.u-acter  would  no 
longer  be  weakened  by  the  disorders  and  sa\age 
cruelty  to  which  our  frontiers  are  now  exposed. 
A  deep  conviction  of  tlie  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  a  strong  desire  to  arrest  the  current  of  events 
w'licli,  if  permitted  to  flow  in  their  present  channel, 
must  end  in  the  annihilation  of  those  ^lio  were  once 
V-'.c  proprietors  of  this  prosperous  counLry,  must  be 
my  apology  for  this  digression. 

It  remains  to  consider  in  what  manner  our  trade 
can  be  most  successfully  prosecuted  with  the  numer- 
ous Indian  tribes  who  occupy  the  vast  region  extend- 
ing west  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean.  It  is  obvious  that  tlie 
sy.'item  proposed  for  the  partially  civilized  triLics, 
bordering  on  our  settlements,  would  prove  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  this  brancli  of  our  Indian  trade. 
It  willrequi.'c  a  sy.stem  of  far  more  energy,  to  effect 
the  great  Objects  which  ought  to  be  pursued 
through  it.  To  establish  a  decided  control  over 
the  nuiiierousand  savage  tribes  within  these  vast  li- 
mits, and  to  give  to  our  trade  with  them  its  utmost 
<';ton.?ion,  are  deemed  to  be  objects  of  g'reat  nation- 
■d  iinpoi'tance.  It  is  believed,  tliat  w  ithin  our  limits, 
along  t!ie  range  of  tlie  Hooky  Mountain,  quite  to  tlic 
JVIexican  frontier,  is  the  best  region  f  >r  furs  an:l 
peltries,  on  ttiis  continent.  With  proper  clTort.s, 
the  whole  of  this  valuable  trade,  extend'iig  fpiite 
ac.'oss  to  the  great  western  ocean,  would  in  .■:  fev/ 
years,  be  exclusivclv  in  our  possession.     To  rirod  .;ca 


of  powerful  and  long  establislied  companies  on  one 
side,  and  danger  of  collision  on  the  othei',  the  unor- 
ganized efforts  of  individuals,  always  with  jarring,, 
and  frequently  with  opposing  interests,  appear  to 
be  wholly  inadecjuate  to  its  successful,  or  safe  jiro- 
secution.  The  riv;Ury  of  trade,  v.hich,  in  well  regu- 
lated communities,  gives  the  greatest  prosperity  to 
commerce,  would,  in  these  distant  regions,  beyond 
the  control  of  law,  or  superior  authority,  amongst 
fierce  and  ignorant  savages,  lead  to  the  most  fiital 
consequences.  Each  trader,  or  as'^ociaiion  of  tra- 
ders, would  endeavor  to  mono]juli/.e  the  trade  with- 
in certain  limits,  and  would  exert  their  cunning  and 
influence  to  render  the  savages  their  partizans,  and 
the  enemies  of  their  rivals  in  trade.  Among  a  peo- 
]>le  at  once  so  fierce  and  so  easily  fluped,  the  result 
may  be  readily  anticipated.  A  state  of  disorder  and 
violence  would  universally  prevail,  equally  unfor- 
tunate to  the  Indians  and  ourselves;  and  which  would 
strongly  tend  to  turn  the  trade,  and  with  it  the  in- 
fluence over  the  Indians,  to  the  well  organized  for- 
eign fur  companies  ne::r  our  limits. 

If  these  obs(-rv;itions  are  correct;  if  the  uncombin- 
ed  eflorts  of  individuals  are  inadequate  to  a  success- 
ful competition  with  the  British  for  companicf^;  if 
thoy  will  endanger  our  peace  with  our  southern 
neighbors,  and  le;id  to  fierce  and  dangerous  livalry 
among  themselves,  it  only  remains  to  consider, 
whet'ier  a  mode  can  be  devised  of  carrying  on  tliis 
brancii  of  our  Indian  tr.aile,  which  will  obviate  these 
evil.',  and  accomplisli  the  desirable  objects  of  giving 
the  g.-eatest  extension  to  it,  accom[)anied  with  the 
inos.  efRcient  control  oser  the  Indi;.tns  tlieiiisclvt-s. 
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rhe  united  influence  and  combined  efforts  of  the  sable,  with  the  exception  of"  the  provisions,  which 


mr  companies  referred  to,  can  be  met  succeisfiiUy, 
it  is  believed,  only  b}  an  equal  concentratioa  of  in- 
fluence, and  effo!-'ts  (m  onr  part;  the  jealous  rivalry 
of  independent  traders,  with  its  fatal  consequences, 
can  be  obviated  only  by  removing  the  diversity  of 
interest,  by  wliich  it  would  be  exeited,  and  the  dan- 
g-er  of  collision,  on  our  southern  limits,  by  subject- 
ing- the  trade  completely  to  the  will  and  control  of 
the  g-ovcrnment.  I'lie  mode,  then,  which  I  would 
pro})ose,  \w)uld  be  to  vest  the  trade  in  a  company 
with  sufficient  capital;  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each;  and  to  be  limited  to  the 


require  the  trade  to  be  located,  and  that  regular 
books  of  sales  and  purchases  should  be  kept.  In 
lieu  of  which  provisions,  I  would  propose,  that  the 
goods  intended  for  this  branch  of  Indian  trade,  an(,i 
the  articles  acquired  by  purchase  from  the  Indians, 
should  be  entered  under  oath,  the  former  with  a 
copy  of  the  invoice,  and  the  latter,  «:ith  a  statement 
of  prices,  with  the  Indian  agent  at  Mackinaw,  St. 
Louis,  Belle  Point,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  or  Natchi- 
tochez,  on  Red  river;  or  such  other  places  as  the 
President  may  designate. 
The  entry  can    be  m:ide  without  much   inconve- 


tcrm  of  twenty  vears;  to  pay  an  annual  tax  on  its' nience  to  the  trader,  as  the  geography  of  the  country 
subscribed   capital,  for  the  privilege    of  exclusive  |  is  such,  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  trade  to  pass 


trade,  and  to  be  subject,  in  like  manner,  as  private 
traders,  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed.  It  is  thus  th.at  most  of  the  evils  to  be 
apprehended  Ijy  leaving  the  trade  open  to  the  com- 
petilion  of  private  atlvcnturers  would,  it  is  believed, 
be  {avoided.  The  eflbrts  of  the  company,  undis- 
turbed by  rival  interests,  would  be  directed  to  es- 
tablish its  control  over  the  various  tribes  of  indiaiw 
—to  exclude  foreign  adventurers,  and  to  give  the 
greatest  degree  of  profit  to  its  trade.  Tlie  success 
of  such  a  company,  ]iroperly  condu':ted,  scarcely 
admits  of  a  doubt.  Our  position  in  reg-ard  to  this 
trade;  the  facility  which  the  navigation  of  our  gre;it 
and  luimerous  rivers  in  that  quarter  would  aflbrd; 
and  the  protection  from  our  military  posts,  would 
speedily  destroy  all  foreign  competition,  and  would. 
In  a  few  years,  push  our  trade  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
The  most  profitable  fur  and  peltry  trade  in  the 
world  would  be  ours,  accompanied  with  a  decided 
influence  over  the  numerous  and  warlike  tribes  in- 
habiting those  extensive  regions.  The  mere  objec- 
tion, that  it  would  create  a  monopoly  ought  not  to 
outweigh  so  many  advantages.  The  txade  with  the 
Indians  has  never  been  opened,  without  restrictions 
to  our  citizens.  Licenses  from  the  government 
have  at  all  times  been  required,  and  the  government 
has  itseif,  througli  its  factories,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, monopolized  tlie  trade;  and,  by  an  extension 
of  its  capital  only,  might  engross  the  whole  of  it.! 
All  of  tltese  provisions,  however  necessary,  in  the  i 
Indian  trade,  would  be  absurd  in  any  other  branch 


by  one  or  the  other  of  the  points  proposed,  at  each 
of  which  there  is  now  an  agent. 

It  is  believed  that  these  provisions  would  be  as 
effectual  as  any  that  can  be  devised,  short  of  a  com- 
pany incorporated  for  the  purpose,  but  it  is  proper 
to  observe,  that  they  are  0]5en  to  the  objections 
which  have  already  been  stated.  In  fact  they  equal- 
ly apply  to  any  system,  so  long  as  the  trade  is  ex- 
posed to  the  effects  which  must  flow  from  the  jeal- 
ous rivalr)  of  independent  traders,  where  law  and 
authority  cannot  step  in  to  restrain  its  consequences 
within  proper  boiuids.  The  Indians  themselves  are 
not  proper  judges  of  their  own  interests,  and  so  far 
from  restraining  the  etfects  of  such  rivalry,  they 
would  become  the  instruments  of  the  most  cun- 
ning and  vicious  of  the  traders,  to  wreak  their  ver.- 
geance  on  stich  as  miglit  stand  in  thcs  way  of  their 
profits. 

All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

j'.  C.  CALHOUN, 


Hun.  H.  Clay,  c^c. 


Military  Ei^tablisliment. 

Report  of  the  Secretdrif  of  IVar,  tipon  the  subject  of 
the  redurtinn  of  the  e.vfienfies  of  the  JMilitary  feace 
Esiablhhment  of  the  United  States;  on  a  change  in 
the  ration  establifhetl  by  laii',-  and  of  a  system  for 
the  establishment  of  a  ('nmmissariai  for  tlie  Jjnny. 
Dr.PARTMKXT  OF  A\'An,  ) 

Dec.  11th,  1818.      5 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hotise  of 


of  our  commerce.     Besides,  the  profit  of  the  trade 

with  the  Indians,  has,  at  all  times,  been  confined  to  |  Repj-esentatives,  passed  tiie  17th  April  last,  direct- 

a  few  individuus,  and  it  is  highly  probalde   tluit  a  ing  "the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  at  an  early  pe- 


greater  portion  of  the  community  would  participate 
in  it  by  carrying  it  on  in  tiie  m.auner  proposed,  than 
.in  any  other  mode.  In  fact,  absurd  as  commercial 
monopoly  would  be,  where  law  and  atitlnnity  exist 


riodof  the  next  session  of  congress,  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  mi- 
litary peace  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
with  safety  to  the  public  service;  and  whether  any. 


to  rcpreas  the  mischievous  efl"ects,  which  n)iglitumd,  if  any,  what  change  ought  to  be  made  In  the  ra- 
sprlng  from  unbounded  rivalry,  and  to  give  to  such  jtion  established  by  law,  and  in  llie  mode  of  issuing 
rivalry  salutary  consequences;' just  in  the  same  de-  the  same:  aiul  also  to  report  a  system  for  the  estab- 
gree,"would  it  be  wise  and  advantageous  to  carry  hshment  of  a  commissariat  for  the  army,"  I  have 
on  the  trade  under  consideration  by  an  incorpomted  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report: 
comjiany.  A  nation  discovers  its  wisdom  no  less  in  j  In  order  to  form  a  rurrect  opinion  on  a  subject 
departing  from  general  maxims,  where  it  is  no  Ion-  iinvolving  so  many  p;irticu!ars,  as  the  expense  of  our 
ger  wise  to  adiiere  to  them,  than  in  an  adherence  to  j  military  establishment,  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
thcm  In  ordinary  circumstances.  In  fact  it  evinces  |sider  it  under  distinct  and  proper  he;ids:  To  as- 
a  greater  efibrtof  reason.  The  first  advance  of  ajcertain,  then,  "whether  any,  and,  ifany,  what  reduc- 
Tiation  is  marked  by  the  establishment  of  maxims,  itions  may  be  made  in  the  expenses  of  our  military 
which  are  deemed  universal,  but  which  further  ex- j  establishment,"  I  propose  to  consider  its  number, 
perience  .and  reflection  teach  to  be  only  general,  | organization,  pay  and  emoluments,  and  aciministra- 
admittlng  of  occasional  modifications  and  excep-  lion.  To  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  heads  all  of 
lions.  I  its  expenses  ma\-  be  traced;  and,  if  they  are  greater 

Should  the  Hottse,  however,  not  adopt  these  j  than  what  they  ought  to  be,  we  must  search  for  the 
views,  but  prefer  to  open  the  tr;ide  to  the  enter-  cau.se  in  the  Improper  extent  of  the  establishment — 
prize  of  siugh:  in;lividuals,  or  sucli  i'.s.-^ociations  as 'the  excessive  number  ofolflccrsin  proportion  to 
might  be  formed  fur  the  purpose,  I  would  su;',gcst  ;the  men — the  extrava."-ance  of  the  p.iy  or  cmohi- 
provisions  already  ])ropr.,;cd  for  the  traile  with  ;ments,  or  the    want   of  proper   rcsj.ousibility    and' 


neighbnvlni.^  tribes  vf  lu'lian^. 


;:>st.advi-  economv  in   its  adminlstratj<tij. 
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Pursuing'  the  subject  in  tiie  order  in  which  it  has 
been  staleJ,  the  fii-st  question  wlilch  offers  itself 
for  coiiiideration,  is,  whether  o\ir  military  estab- 
lishment can  be  reduced  "with  safct}'  tojllic  public 
service,"  or  can  its  expenditures  be,  with  proprie- 
ty, reduced,  by  reducing^  the  army  itself.  It  is  ob- 
vious that,  viewed  in  the  absti-act,  few  questions 
present  so  wide  a  field  for  observation,  or  are  so 
well  calculated  to  produce  ag-reat  diversity  of  sen- 
timent, as  the  one  now  proposed.  Considered  as 
an  orig'ina'  question,  it  would  involve  in  its  discus- 
sion the  political  institutions  of  the  country,  its  ge- 
ographical position  and  character,  the  number  and 
distance  of  our  posts,  and  our  relations  with  the  In- 
tiian  tribes,  and  the  principal  European  powers.  It 
is  conceived,  however,  that  a  satisfactory  view  of 
it  may  be  taken,  without  discussing  topics  so'ex- 
tcnsive  and  indefinite. 

The  military  establishments  of  1802  and  1808, 
liavebeen  admitted,  almost  universally,  to  be  s!iffi- 
ciently  small.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  received  nn  en- 
Jargement  from  the  uncertain  state  of  our  foreig'n 
relatioas  at  that  time;  but  the  former  was  estab'.isli- 
ed  at  a  period  of  profound  quiet,  (the  conunence- 
nieiit  of  Mr-JciTerson's  administration)  and  was  pro- 
fessedly reduced,  with  a  view  to  economy,  to  the 
smallest  number  then  supposed  to  be  consistent 
with  the  public  safetv.  Assuming  these  as  a  stand- 
ard, and  comparing  the  present  establishment,  (tak- 
ing iiito  the  comparison  the  increase  of  our  coun- 
try j  with  them,  a  satisfactory  opinion  maybe  for- 
med on  a  subject,  which  otherwise  ni'ght  admit  so 
great  a  diversity  of  opinion. 

Our  military  peace  establishment  is  limited,  by 
the  act  of  1815,  passed  at  the  termination  of  the 
iate  war,  to  10,000  men.  The  corns  of  engineers 
and  ordnance,  by  that  and  a  subsequent  act,  v>ere 
retained  as  they  then  existed;  and  the  President 
was  directed  to  constitute  the  estabhshment  of  such 
portions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  rlHemen  as  he 
miglit  judge  proper.  The  general  order  of  the 
17th  May,  1815,  fixes  the  artillery  ttt  3,200,  the  light 
artillery  at  650,  the  infantry  5,440,  and  the  rifle  660 
privates  and  malrosscs.  Document  A.  exhibits  a 
statement  of  the  military  establishment,  including 
the  general  staff,  as  at  present  organized;  and  B. 
e.xhibits  a  similar  view  of  those  of  1S02  and  1808; 
by  a  reference  to  which,  it  will  appear,  tliat  our 
military  establishments,  at  the  respective  periods, 
taken  in  the  order  of  tlieir  dates,  present  an  agg-re- 
gute  of 3,323,  9,996,  and  12,656.  It  is  obvious,  that 
ihe  establishment  of  1808,  compared  with  the  then 
wealth  and  population  of  the  country,  the  number 
and  extent  of  military  posts,  is  larger  in  proportion 
than  the  present;  but  the  vuisettled  staite  of  our  re- 
lations wltii  France  and  Eng'.uid,  at  that  ])eriod, 
renders  the  comparison  not  enti^cdy  just.  Passing, 
tiien,  that  of  1808,  let  us  compare  the  establishment 
of  1802  V  ith  the  present.  To  form  a  correct  com- 
parison, it  will  be  necessary  to  compare  the  capa- 
i;ity  and  necessities  of  the  country,  tlien,  with  those 
of  the  ])roscnt  time.  Since  that  period,  our  jjopu- 
)ation  has  nearly  doubled,  and  our  wealth  more  than 
doubled.  We  have  added  Louisiana  to  our  posses- 
sions, and  with  it  a  great  extent  of  frontier,  both 
maritime  and  inland.  With  the  extension  of  our 
fro'.itier,  and  the  incr'.asc  of  our  conuncrcial  cities, 
our  military  posts  and  i'orfiiiral  Ions  have  been  !,^reat- 
13/  multiplied.  Document  marked  C.  exhibits  tlie 
numl)erand  positions  of  posts  in  the  year  1802,  and 
document  D.  those  of  the  present  time;  by  a  refer- 
ence to  whicli,  it  will  be  seen  that,  at  tlie  former 
p.-rlod,  we  had  but  27  posts,  the  most  remote  of 
vvliicliwus,   to  L!;c  north,  at  ^Mack'nav.-.  and  to  'lie 


south,  at  Fort  Stoddert,  on  Mobile  river;  but  nov,- 
we  have  73,  which  occu]n'  a  line  of  frontier  propoi^' 
tlonally  extended.  On  the  Lakes,  the  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Arkansaw,  and  lied  River,  our  posts  are 
now,  or  will  be  shortly,  extended,  for  the  protection 
of  our  trade,  and  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of 
the  frontiers,  to  Green  Bay,  the  mouths  of  the  St. 
Peters,  and  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  Bellepoint  and 
Natichitoches.  Document  marked  J-',  exhibits  a 
statement  of  the  extent  of  the  line  of  our  frontier, 
inland  and  maritime,  with  the  distance  of  some  of 
the  more  remote  ])osts  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, drawn  up  by  major  Long,  of  the  topographi- 
cal engineers,  from  the  most  approved  maps. 

If,  then,  the  military  establishment  of  1802  be 
assumed  to  be  a  small,  as  was  then  consistent  with 
tJ)e  safety  of  the  country,  our  present  establishment, 
wlicn  we  take  into  comparison  the  prodigious  in- 
crease of  wealth,  population,  extent  of  territory, 
number  and  distance  of  military  posts,  cannot  be 
pronounced  extravagant;  but,  on  the  contrary,  after 
a  fair  and  full  comparison,  that  of  the  former  period 
must,  in  ])roporiiou  to  the  necessities  and  cajiacity 
of  the  country,  be  admitted  to  be  quite  as  large  as 
the  present;  and,  on  the  assumption,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  1802  was  as  small  as  the  public  safety 
would  then  admit,  a  reduction  of  the  expense  of  out 
])resent  establishment  cannot  be  made,  with  safety 
to  the  public  service,  by  rerlucing  the  army.  In 
coming  to  this  conclusion,  I  have  not  ovoi  looked  the 
maxim,  that  a  large  standing  army  is  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  of  tlie  country,  and  that  our  ultimate  re- 
liance for  defence,  ought  to  be  on  the  militia.  Its 
most  zealous  advocate  must,  however,  acknowledge, 
that  a  standing  ami}',  to  a  limited  extent,  is  necessa- 
ry; and  no  good  reason  can  be  assigned  why  any 
should  exist,  but  what  will  equally  prove,  that  the. 
present  is  not  too  large.  To  consider  the  preseiit 
army  as  dangerous  to  our  liberty,  ])artakes,  it  is  con- 
ceived, more  of  timidity  than  wisdom.  Not  to  h\- ' 
sist  Oft  the  character  of  the  officers,  who,  as  a  body, 
are  high  minded  and  honorable  men,  attached  to  the, 
priiiciples  of  freedom  by  education  and  reflection; 
what  v/ell  founded  apprehension  can  there  be  from 
an  estal)lishment  distributed  on  so  extended  a  fron- 
tier, with  nvxny  thousand  miles  intervening  between 
the  extreme  points  occupied?  But  the  danger,  it 
may  be  said,  is  not  so  much  from  its  numbers,  as  a 
spirit,  hostile  to  liberty,  by  which,  it  is  supposed, 
all  regular  armies  are  actuated.  This  observation 
is  probably  true,  when  applied  to  stantling  armies 
collected  into  large  and  powerful  masses;  but,  dis- 
persed as  ours  is,  over  so  vast  a  suH'ace,  the  danger, 
I  conceive,  is  of  an  opposite  character,  that  both 
ofiicers  and  soldiers  will  lose  their  military  habits 
and  feelings,  by  sliding  gradually  into  those  pure- 
ly civil. 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  whether  any  reduc- 
tion can  be  made  with  pr!)priety  by  changing  the 
organization,  or  by  reducing  the  number  of  officers 
of  the  line,  or  the  slafF,  in  proportion  to  the  men. 
It  is  obvious,  that,  as  the  officers  are  much  more  ex- 
pensive in  pr<i])orlion  to  their  numbers,  than  the 
soldiers,  that  the  pay  of  the  army,  in  relation  to  ag- 
gregate numbers,  must  be  increased  or  dimiaished, 
in  the  increase  or  the  diminutioii  of  the  former.  It 
is  impossible  to  fix  any  aljsolnte  jri-oportion  bc:tween 
ofiicers  and  men,  which  will  suit  every  country  and 
every  service;  and  the  organization  of  dlflerent 
countries  and  of  different  periods,  in  tlie  same  co>m- 
try,  has,  accordingly,  varied  considerably.  Our 
present  organization,  ofv\hich  dociunent  marked 
A.  contains  an  exhibit,  isproliably  as  well,  or  better 
adapted  '.0  'lie  r.a'ure  of  our  country  and  service. 
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than  any  other;  p.s  it  seems  to  be  the  result  of  expe- 
rience: for,  b}'  a  reference  to  document  marked  B. 
it  will  be  seen,  that  it  is  nearly  sim'lar,  with  the 
exception  of  the  general  sta/l,  in  which  the  present 
is  more  extensive,  to  the  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary eptabl-siiments  of  1803  and  1808.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  the  proportion  of  officers  of  the  line  to  the 
men,  \|vill  require  no  farther  observations. 

The  staff,  as  organized  by  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, combines  simplicity  with  etHciency;  and  is 
considered  to  be  superior  to  that  of  the  periods  to 
which  1  have  reference.  In  estimating  the  expen- 
ses of  the  army,  and  particularly  that  of  the  staff,  the 


only  adds  to  the  expense  of  the  army,  by  rendering' 
a  more  numerous  staff  necessarv,  but  it  cncreases 
the  price  of  almost  every  article  of  supply,  and 
the  difficulty  of  enforcing  a  proper  respoasibilitv 
and  economy.  To  an  army  thus  situated,  tiie  ex'- 
penses  and  losses  resulting  from  transportation 
alone  constitutes  a  considerable  sum.  Under  the 
best  management,  our  army  must  be  more  expen- 
sive, eveii  were  our  supplies  equally  cheap,  tlian 
European  armies  collected  in  large  "bodies,  in  the 
midst  of  populous  and  wealthy  communities.  These 
observations  are  not  made  to  justify  an  improper 
ma»^g"enient,  or  to  divert  tlie  attention  of  the  house 
two  most  expensive  branches  of  it,  the  engineer  ;  from  so  important  a  subject,  as  the  expense  of  our 
and  ordnance  departments,  ought  not  fairly  to  be  i  military  estabhshment.  Thej-,  in  fact,  oiieht  to 
included.  Tlieir  duties  are  connected  witli  the  per- !  have  an  opposite  effect;  for,  just  in  the  same  pro- 
manent  prep,tration  and  defence  of  the  country,  portion  that  it  is  liable  to  be  expensive,  ought  the 
and  have  so  little  reference  to  the  existing  estab-:  attention  and  effort  of  the  government  to  be  roused 
lishment,  that,  if  the  army  were  reduced  to  a  single  [  to  confine  its  expenses  within  the  most  moderate 
regiment,  no  reduction  co*dd  safely  be  made  in  limits  which  may  be  practicable, 
either  of  them.  To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  The  next  question  which  presents  itself  for  con- 
duties  of  the  other  branches  of  the  staff,  and,  con-  sideration  is,  can  the  expenses  of  our  military  estab- 
sequently,  the  number  of  officers  required,  we  must  I  lishment  be  reduced,  without  injury  to  tiie  public 
take  into  (>)ns:deration  not  only  the  number  of  |  service,  by  reducing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
troops,  but,  what  is  equally  essential,  the  number  of^  oliicers  and  soldiers?  There  is  no  class  in  the  com- 
posts and  extent  of  country  which  tiiey  occupy.  I  niunity,  whose  compensation  has  advanced  less. 
Were  our  military  establishment  reduced  one  half,;  since  the  termination  of  the  war  of  the  revolution' 
it  is  obvious,  that,  if  the  same  posts  continued  toitiiaii  that  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  army! 
be  occupied,  which  nov,'  arc,  the  same  number  of  j  ^V'llile  money  has  depreciated  more  rapidly  than 
officers,  in  the  quartermaster's,  commissary's,  pay-j  at  any  other  period,  and  the  price  of  all  of  the  ne- 
master's,  medical,  and  adjutant  and  inspector  ge-1  cessaries  of  life  has  advanced  proportionably,  their 
neral's  departments,  would  be  required.  compensation  has  remained  nearly  stationary.   The 

To  compare  then,  as  is  sometimes  done,  oar  staff  |  clfects  are  severely  felt  by  the  subaltern  officers, 
with  those  of  European  aniiies,  assembled  in  large  ]  It  requires  the  most  rigid  economy  for  tliem  to  sub- 
fcodies,  is  manifestly  unfair.  The  act  of  the  last  ses- i  sist  on  their  pay  and  emoluments.  Documents 
sion,  it  is  believed,  has  made  all  the  reduction,  |  marked  b\  and  G.  exhibit  the  pay  and  subsistence 
which  ought  to  be  attempted.  It  has  rendered  the  I  during  the  revolution,  and  as  at  present  established- 
staff  efficient  withoiit  making  it  expensive.  Such  I  and  document  marked  H.  exhibits  the  allowance  of 
a  staff  is  not  only  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  of '.clothing,  fuel,  forage,  transportation,  quarters 
the  army,  but  is  also  necessary  to  a  proper  economy  j  waiters,  stationary,  and  straw,  at  the  termination  of 
in  'ts  disbursements;  and  should  an  attempt  be  made  the  revolutionary  war;  and  in  1802,  1815,  and  181S- 
at  etrenchment,  by  reducing  the  present  number,  jUy  a  reference  to  those  documents,  it  will  be  seeii, 
it  would,  in  its  consequences,  probably  prove  waste- (tiiat  under  most  of  the  heads,  the  variation  of  the 
ful  and  extravagant.  I  different  periods  has  been  very  small;  and  that,  on 

In  fact  no  part  of  our  military  organization  re- 1  a  comparison  of  the  whole,  the  pay  of  an  office'r  is 
quires  more  attention  in  peace  tlian  the  general  j  not  near  equal  now,  if  allowance  is  made  for  the 
staff.  It  is,  in  every  service,  invariably  the  last  in  [depreciation  of  money,  to  what  it  was  during  the 
attaining  perfection;  and,  ifneglecl-d  in  peace, '  revolution.  I  will  abstain  from  further  remarks  as 
\yhen  there  is  leisure,  it  will  be  impossible,  in  the  |  it  must  be  obvious  from  these  statements,  that  the 
midst  of  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  war,  to  bring  it  to  j  expense  of  our  military  establishment  cannot  be  ma- 
perfection.  It  is  in  peace,  that  it  should  receive  a  j  terially  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
perfectoi-ganization,  and  that  the  officers  should  be  ;  vice,  by  reducing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
trained  to  method  and  punctuality,  so  that  at  the   officers  and  soldiers. 

commencement  of  a  war,  instead  of  creating  anew.  It  only  remains  to  consider,  in  relation  to  this 
notliing  more  should  be  necessary  than  to  give  to  it  j  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  House,  whether  the 
the  necessary  enlargement.  In  this  country,  parti-  expense  of  our  miUtary  estsiblishment  can  be  rediic- 
cularly,  the  staff  cannot  be  neglected  with  impuni-;  ed  by  a  proper  attention  to  its  administration,  or 
ty.    Asdifficultasitsoperationsare,  inactualservice,    by  a  more  rigid  enforcement   of  responsibility  and 


every  where,  it  has  here  to  encounter  great  and  pe^ 
culiar  impediments,  from  the  extent  of  the  country, 


economy.     Our  military  establishment  is  doubtless 
susceptible  of  great  improvement  in  its  administra- 


■the  badness,  a^ul  frequently  the  want  of  roads,  and  j  tion.     The  field  is  extensive,  and  the   attention  of 
the  sudden  and  unexpected  calls  which   are  often   the  government  has  not  heretofore  been  so  strongly 


made  on  the  militia.  If  it  could  be  shown,  that  the 
staff,  in  its  present  extent,  was  not  necessary  in 
peace,  it  would,  with  the  view  taken,  be  unwise  to 
Ibp  olfany  of  its  briinches,  which  would  be  neces- 
sary in  actual  service.  With  a  defective  staff,  we 
must  caiTV  on  our  mlhtary  operations  under  great 


d;recttd  towai-ds  it,  as  its  importance  deserves. 
Here  all  savings  are  real  gain,  not  only  in  a  monied, 
but  a  moral  and  political  point  of  view.  An  ineffi- 
cient administration,  without  economy  or  rcsnonsi- 
bility,  not  only  exhausts  the  public  resources,  but 
strongly  tends  to  contaminate  the  moral  and  politi- 


disad  vantages,  and  be  exposed,  particularly  at  the!  cal  principles  of  the  officers,  who  are  charged  with, 
commencement  of  a  war,  to  great  losses,  embar-  the  di,.bursement3  of  the  army.  To  introduce, 
Tassments  and  disasters.  '  ... 

As  intimately  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
subject,  it  is  ]iroper  to  observe,  that  so  many  and 
stfCl\  distaiit  small  posts  as  our  stn%-ice  requires,  not 


however,  a  high  state  of  economy  and  resnonsibili 
ty  in  the  management  of  a  subject  s^,  extensive  and 
complicated  as  otu-  military  establishment,  is  a  task 
of  great  difficulty,  and  requires  cot  only  a  perfect 
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organization  of   the   department  charged  with  it, ,  gives  the  impulse  to  allits  operations;    and  if  this 
but  a  continued  energetic  and  judicious   enforce-!  essential  be  withdrawn,  even  i'or  a  few  days,  the 
ment  of  the  laws  and  regulations  established  for  its  I  whole  must  cease  to  act.     No  absolute  staud'urd  can 
government.      'I'he    organization    is     the    proper 'be  fixed,  as  it  regards  either  the    quantity  or  qua- 
sphere  of  legislation,  as  the  application  of  the  laws'lity  of  the  ration.     These  must    vary,  according  to 
and  regulations  is  that  of  admuiistration.     The  for- 'the    habits    and    products  of  different    countries.' 
mcr  has  done  all,  or  nearly  all  that  can  be  done.     It  The  great  objects  arc,  first  and  maiidy,  to  sustain 
is  believed,  that    the  organization  of  the  War  De-  the  health  and  spirit  of  the  troops;  and  the  next,  to 
partment,  as  well  as  the  general  staff  of  the  army,  do  it  with  the  least  possible  exprnse.  The  system 
is  not  susce[)tible  of  much  improvement.     The  act -which  effects  these  in   the  greatest  degree,  is   the 
of  the  last  session  regulating  tlie  start  has  not  only 'most  perfect.     The    ration,  as  established  by  the 
jnade  important  savings,  in  the  expenses  of  the  ar-;act  of  the  16tii  .March,  1802,  experience  proves  to 
my,  but  has  given  both  to  the  department  and  the  |  be  ample   in  quantity,  but  not  of  the   quaUty  best 
staff  a  much  more  efficient  organization,  than  tlieyj  calculated  to  secure  either   hea  th  or  economy.     It 
ever  before  hud.     Every  department  of  the  army,  consists  of  eighteen  ounces  of  bread,  or  flour,  one 
charged  with  disbursements,  has  now  a  proper  head,  i  poiuid  and  a  quarter  of  beef,  or  thre(?.-quarters  of  a 
who,  under  the  liws  and  regulationsj  is  responsible!  pound  of  pork,  one  gill  of  rum,  brandy   or  whiskey, 
foi'  its   adminisLration.     The  head   of  the  depart- and  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt,  four  quarts  of 
ment  is  thus  freed  from  detail,    and  has  leisure  to  |  vinegar,  four  pounds  of  soap,  and  one  pound  and  a; 
inspect  and  control  the  whole  of  the  disbursements.  ]  half  of  ciuulles,  to  ever)  luuidi-ed  rations. 
Much  time  and  refiection  will  be  required  to  bring f     'I'he  objections  to  it  in   relation  to  the  health  of 
the  system  into  complete  operation,  and  to  derive  the  army,  are  fully   stated  in    a  report  of  the  Sur- 
from  it  all  the  advantages  which  ought   to  be  ex- jgeon  General  to  the  War  Department,  (marked  I) 
pected.     The  extent  of  the  saving  which  may  re-;  which  I  would  respectfidly  annex  as  a   part  of  this 
suit  from  it  can  only  be  ascertained   by   time  and 'report.     Under  this  view  of  the  subject  more  need 
experience;  ijut,  wich  an  attentive  and  vigorous  ad- 'not  be  added,   except  tourg-e  its  importance,  both 
liiinlstration,  it  doubtless  will  be  considerable.     In  ion  the  score  of  humanity  and  polic\'. 
war,  it  will  be  much  more  difhcult  to  enforce   eco-]      Our  people,  even  the  poorest,  being  accustomecl 
nomy  and  responsibility;  but  with  a  s)  stem  well  or-! to  a  plentii'ul  mode  of  living,  require,  to  preserve 
ganized,  and  with  ofticers  trained  to  method  and !  their  health,  a  continuation,   in  a  considerable  de- 
punc'uaiity,  much  of  the  waste  and  frauds,    which  [gree,  of  the  same  habits   of  life,  in  a  camj);  and  » 
would  otherwise  take  place  in  war,  will  be  j)re-j  sudden  and  great  departure  from  it  subjec's  thcn>, 
vented.     In  peace  there  can  be  no  insuperable  dif-  as  is  proved  bj' experience,  to  great  mortalit}'.    Our 
ficulty  in  attaining  a  high  degree  of  responsibilit}' losses,  in  the  late  and  revolutionary  wars,  from  this 
and  economy.     The  mere  mouied  responsibilty  orj  cause,  were  probably  much  greater  than  from  the 
that  of  purchases  and  disbursements,  will  be  easily  | -sword.     However  well  qualified  for  war  in  other 
enforced.     The  public  now  sustaiiss   much  geatcrl  respects,  in  the  mere  capacity  of  bearing  privations, 
losses  in  the  waste  and  improper  use  of  })ublic  pro-{  we  are  inferior  to  most  nations.   An  American  would 
perty,  than  in  its  monicd  transactions.     In  our  mi- 1  starve  on  what  a  Tartar  would  live  on  with  com- 
litary  establishment,  responsibility   in  the  latter  is' fort.  In  fact,  barbarous  and  oppressed  nations  have, 
well  checked,   and   not  badly  enforced.     'I'heac-|in  this  particular,  a  striking  advantage,  which,  how- 
counts  are  rendered  with  considerable  punctuality,  ■  ever,   ought  to  be  much  more  than    compensated 
and   are    promptly   settled;   and    even  neglect  or  [by  the  skill  and   resources  of  a  free    and  civilized' 
misapplication  of  public  funds,  by  the   disbursing, people.     If,  however,  such  a  people  want  the  skill 
otficers,  are  not  often  accompanied  with  ultimate  I  and  spirit  to  direct  its  resoiu'ces  to  its  defence,  the 
Josses,  as  they  are  under  bonds  for  the  laithfu!  dis-jvery  wealth,  by  v.  hichit  ought  to  defend  itself,  be- 
charge  of  their   duties.     Accountability,  as  it  re- 1  comes  the  motive  for  invasion  and  conquest.     Re- 
gards the  public  property,  is  much    more  difficult,  i  sides,  there  is  something  shocking  to  the  feelings, 
•and  has  heretofore  been  much  less  comjilcte.     Ke-jthat,  in  a  country  of  plenty  beyond  all  others,  in  a 
turns  of  property  in  many  cases,  particularly  in  the  i  country  which  ordinarily  is  so  careful  of  the  happi- 
medical   department,  have  rarely  been  required;  jness  and  life  of  the  meanest  of  its  citizens,  its  brave 
and  even  where    tliey   have    becii,  they   have  not  j  defenders,  who  are  not  only  ready,   but  anxious  to 
been  made  Witli  punctuality.     It  cannot  be  doubted  jex])0se  tiieir  lives  for  the  safety  and  glory  of  their 
but  what  the  public  has  sustained  very  considerable  j  country,  should,  through  a  defective  system  of  sup- 
damage  from  this  want   of  accountability.     Every  ply,  be  pernutted  ahnust  to  starve,  or  to  perish  by 
article  of  public  property,  even  the  smallest,  ought,   the  poison  of  unwholesome  food,  as  has  frequently 
if  possible,   to   be  in   charge  of  some  person,  whojbcen  the  case.     If  it  could  be  supposed  th'At  these 
should  be  responsible  for  it.     It  '.vill  be  difficult  toj  consideralions  .ire  not  sufficient  to  excite  tiie  most 
attain  this  degree  of  perfection;  but  it  is  hoped  by  I  anxious  care  on  this  subject,   we   ought  to  remem- 
niaking  each'of  the  subordinate  departtnents  ofthe  ber  that  notliing^adds  more  to  the  expense  of  mili- 
War   Department   liable    f)r   the    property  in  its  tary  operations,  or  exposes   more  to   its  disastersi, 
charge,  a  very  considerable   improvement   and  re- J  than  the  sickness  and  mortality  which   result  fVom 
duction  of  expenses  will  be  iuiido.  uUfective    or   unwholesome    supplies.     Impressed 

On  the  quality  ofthe  ration,  and  tlie  system  of  with  tliis  view  of  the  subject,  considerable  changes 
supplvingand  issuing  it,  which  I  propose  next  to  have  been  made  in  the  :'ation,  under  the  authority 
consider^  the  health,' comfort  and  efficiency  of  the  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  staff  of 
army  mainlv  depend.  Too  much  care  cannot  be;  the  army,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 
bestowed  o'u  these  important  subjects;  for,  let  the^  The  vegetable  part  ofthe  ration  has  been  much  in- 
rnilitary  system  ^e  ever  so  perfect  in  other  particu-^  creased.  Twice  a  week,  a  half  allowance  of  meat, 
lars,  any'con.sidcrable  deficiency  in  these  must  in' witli  a  suitable  quantity  of  peas  or  beans,  is  direct- 
all  great  military  operations,  expose  an  army  to  the  edto  be  issued.  Fresh  mtat  has  also  been  subst;- 
greatest  disasters.  '  All  human  efforts  must,  of  nc-  tuted,  twice  a  week  for  salted.  In  the  southern  di- 
cessity,  be  limited  by  the  means  of  sustenance,  vision,  bacon  and  kiln  dried  Indian  corn  meal  have 
Food  sustwns  the  imm'ense  jnacliinery  of  war,  and;  b;^n,  to  a  certain  cxter.t,  substituted  for  pork  an4 
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wheat  flour.  In  addition,  orders  huve  been  given  dent  to  appoint  the  assistant  commissaries,  ei- 
&t  all  tile  permanent  posts,  where  it  can  be  done, '  ther  from  the  line,  or  citizens.  When  the  ai5- 
to  cnitivate  a  sufficient  supply  of  ordinary  g;u-den  j  sislant  commissary  is  not  taken  from  the  line,  to 
veg-otablc-s  for  the  use  of  tlie  troops;  ami,  at  tlie  make  his  pay  equal  to  that  of  a  subaltern  apTJointcd 
posts  remote  from  the  settled  parts  of  the  country,  from  the  line,  it  ou^^-ht  to  be  g50  per  month,  with 
the  order  is  extended  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  jtwo  rations  a  day.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  de- 
and  to  the  supply  of  the  meat  ])art  of  the  ration,  ^  puty  commissaries  to  perform  such  service  as  the 
both  t.  avoid  the  expense  of  distant  and  expensive  conunissary  general  mlg-ht  prescribe,  and  particular- 
transportation,  and  to  seoure,  at  all  times,  a  supply  i  ly  to  inspect  the  principal  depots,  and,  in  cases  of 
within  the  posts  themselves.  j  necessity,  to  make  the  necessary  purchases.    Whcji 

In  addition  to  tliese  chang-es,  I  am  of  opinion,  the  ja  smtab'le  subaltern  caimot  be  had,  or  when  his  ser- 
spirit  part  of  the  ration,  as  a  regular  issue,  ought!  vices  are  necessary  in  the  hue,  the  power  prcjjosed 
to  be  dispensed  with;  and  such  appears  to  be  the  to  be  ^■ested  in  the  President,  to  select  fiom  citi- 
opinion  of  most  of  the  officers  of  the  army.    It  both  j  zens,  would  be  impoilant.     It  is  hot   believed  that 


produces  aud  perpetuates  habits  of  intemperance, 
destructive  alike  to  the  health  and  moral  and  phy- 
sical energy  of  the  soldiers.  The  spirits  ought  to 
"be  placed  in  depot,  and  be  issued  occasionally,  un- 
der  the  discretion  of  the  commander.  Thus  used, 
5ts  noxious  effects  would  be  avoided,  and  the  troops, 
when  great  ettortswere  necessary,  would,  by  aju- 
<licious  use,  derive  important  benefits  from  it.  Mo- 
lasses, beer,  and  cider,  according  to  circumstances, 
might  be  used  as  substitutes.     The  substitution  ot 


uiy  other  alteration  would  be  necessary  in  peace, 
but  the  system  woidd  require  great  enlargement  iii 
war,  to  render  it  sufficiently  energetic  to  meet  the 
many  vicissitudesincidentalto  the  operations  of  war. 
It  would  then  be  necessary  to  divide  the  system 
into  two  divisions,  one  for  purchasing  and  thj  other 
for  issuing  of  rations,  with  as  many  deputy  csinmis- 
saries  of  purchiises  and  issues,  as  there  may  be 
armies  and  military  districts,  to  whom  ought  to  be 
added  a  suitable  luimber  of  assistants.     The  basis  ( i" 


bacon  and  kiln-dried  corn  meal,  in  the  southern;  the  system  ought,  in  v,ar,  to  be  Un.-  same  as  is  now 
divisioix,  will  bave,  it  is  believed,  valuable  effects.  |  established.  The  ordinarv  supplies  ought  to  be  by 
They  are  both  much  more  congenial  to  the  habits  ,  contract  on  public  proposals.  By  a  judicious  coi- 
ofthe  people  in  that  section  of  our  country.  Corn  I  lection  of  provisions  at  proper  depots,  combined 
meal  lias  another,  and,  in  my  opinion,  great  and  al-  i  with  an  active  and  energetic  s\-stem  of  transporta- 
most  decisive  advantage;  it  requires  so  little  art  to  j  tion,  it  would  be  seldom'  necessary  to  rtsort  to  any 
prepare  it  for  use.  It  is  not  easy  to  make  good  i  other  mode  of  purch:ising.  To  provide,  howevei, 
bread  of  wheat  flour,  while  it  is  almost  impossible  |  for  contingencies,  the  purchasing  department  Ought 
TO  make  bad  of  that  of  Indian  corn.  Besides,  wheat  j  to  be  efficiently  organized,  and  a  bj-anch  of  it,  as  al- 
is  much  more  liable  to  be  damaged  than  the  Indian  ready  stated,  attached  to  each  army,  and  militar" 
corn,  for  the  latter  is  better  protected  against  dis- 1  department.  As  it  is  the  means  to"  be  resorted  to 
•ea-se  and  the  effects  of  bad  seasons  in  time  of  har-j  in  cases  of  necessity,  it  ought  to  possess  those  hi-h 
vest  than  any  odier  grain;  and,  when  injured,  the  I  and  discretionary  powers,  whicli  do  not  admit°pf 
i^ood  is  easily  separated  from  the  bad.    Experience  j  exact  control.     It  is  in  its  nature  liable  to  n\any  lil 


Hi'oves  it  to  be  not  less  nutricious  than  wheat  or 
any  other  grain.  Parched  corn  constitutes  the  prin- 
cipal food  of  an  Indian  warrior;  aud  such  are  its  nu- 
tricious qualities,  that  they  can  support  long  and 
fatiguing  marches  on  it  alone. 

I  next  proceed  to  consider  the  system  of  supply- 
ing the  army  with  provisions,  or  the  establishment 


buses,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being  grea^  D^ore 
efficient  regulations  and  checks  are  required  thu;; 
in  any  other  branch  of  the  genend  staff. 

The  defects  of  the  mere  contract  system  are  so 
universHlly  acknowledged  by  those  who  have  expe- 
rienced  its  operation  in  the  iate  war,  that  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  make  many  observations  in  relation 


of  a  commissariat,  and  as  they  are  connected  in  their  i  to  it.  Nothing  can  appear  more  absurd,  than  that 
nature,  I  propose  to  consider  that  part  of  the  reso-jthe  success  of  the  most  important  n.ilitarv  relations, 
lution  m  relation  to  a  commissariat,  and  the  mode  |  on  waich  the  very  fate  of  the  country  may  depend', 
ol  issuing  the  rations,  at  the  same  time.  |  should,  ultimatel'v,  rest  on  men,  who  are   subjecr 

The  system  established,  at  the  last  session,  will, '  to  no  military  responsibilitv,  and  on  whom  there  is 
m  time  ot  peace,  be  adequate  to  the  cheap  and  cer-  j  no  other  hold  than  the  penalty  of  a  bond.  W'lea 
tarn  supply  ot  the  arm;/.  The  act  provides  for  the  j  we  add  to  this  observation  that  it  is  often  th-^  inter- 
appointment  of  a  commissary  general,  and  as  many  }  est  of  a  contractor  to  fail,  at  the  most  criti-al  June- 
assistants  as  the  service  may  require,  and  authoriz- 1  ture,  when  the  means  of  supply  become  the 'mos' 
es  the  President  to  assign  to  them  their  duties  in  I  expensive,  it  seems  strange  that  the  system  should 
purchasing  and  issuing  rations.  It  also  directs,  that  j  have  been  continued  for  a  single  cympaign  It  may 
the  ordinary  supplies  of  the  army  should  be  pur- j  be  said,'  that,  when  the  contractor  tails,  the  coirf- 
chased  on  contracts  to  be  made  by  the  commissary  j  mander  has  a  right  to  purchase  at  his  rs]:,  bv  wh'cli 
general,  and  to  be  delivered,  on  inspection,  in  the  .the  disasters,  which  naturaUv result  from  a  fi-iiure, 
bulk,  at  such  places  as  shall  be  stipulated  in  the  mav  be  avoided.  The  observation  is  more'^p-cious 
contract.  Document  marked  J.  contains  the  rules  than  solid.  If  on  failure  of  the  contractor  there  ex- 
and  regulations  which  have  been  established  by  or-  isted  a  well  organized  system  for  pm-chasinp-  t]i- 
der  of  the  President,  and  presents  the  operation  supplies,  there  would  be  some  truth  in  it- b^-t'vit'-. 
of  the  system  in  detail.  It  is  believed  that  it  is  as  out  such  a  svstcm,  without  depots  of  nrovisicns 
well  guarded  against  fraud,  as  any  other  depart-  and  with  the  "funds  intended  for  the  si.ppiv  of  t!i:- 
mentof  our  military  supplies;  and,  judging  from  army,  perhaps,  in  the  hands  of  the  contrac'tor,  his 
the  contracts  already  formed  under  it,  will,  v/hen  faUure  must  generally  be  fatal  to  a  campai.-n  Tt  i^ 
imi)roved  by  experience,  probably  make  a  very  believed  that  a  well  organized  .-oinmissavitt,  wliose 
considerable  saving.  It  would  improve  the  system,  ordinary  supplies  are  obtained  by  contract  founded 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  two  deputy  com-  en  public  notice,  posses:  c-  (besid'es  these  peculiirty 
missaries  one  for  each  division,  with  the  pay,  rank,  itself  j  all  tlie  advantages  fairlyiittributabie  to  the  sy-,- 
and  emoluments,  of  major  of  infantry,  to  be  taken  tern  of  issuing  rations  bv  contract.  It  is  equaliV 
from  the  hue  or  from  cilizen.s  and  so  to  amend  the  guarded  against  fraud,  and  its  purchases  can  b'-- 
actot  the  last  session,  as  to  authorkc  th.:  rrcsi-,ma:k-  ot;  it rm- mere  adva::iiaf..-nn,is-       .\  cons-c'-t-.- 
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:;si-,ma:!-^  ot;  ivrm^  mere  advan1ac;-oous.      •'V 
E 
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i)le  objection  to  the  system  of  issuing  the  ration  by 

contract,  is,  that  the  nicrcliunts  and  cn,pitalisls  are 
deterred  fiom  Uidcjiu!:^-,  by  the  hazard  of  issuing' the 
ratioi:;  and  tiius  the  sjihere  of  competition  is  con- 
tracted, ami  the  contracts  for  supphing  the  army 
olien  thrown  into  the  liaiids  of  adventurers.  This 
■.ibjection  is  avoided  under  the  present  system,  l)y 
kvliich  the  nation  will  be  cheaply  supplied,  and  the 
dang'er  ot  luilure  almost  w  Liolly  removed. 
All  which  is  respectfully  suijinitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Army,  Fortifications,  &c. 
ijEPOKT  rntm  the  ^var  department. 

DluPAm-MENT  OF   WaH,         ^ 

December  19,  1818.  5 
Sir — I  have  received  your  three  letters  of  the 
l6th  and  17th  inst.  in  relation  to  the  estimates  of 
!l»c  War  Department  forthe  year  1819;  in  answer 
To  v.hich,  1  respectfully  submit  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  cannniitee  the  repoits  and  statements, 
o;i  which  the  eslimates  were  formed.  It  is  believ- 
^  d  that  tiiey  will  afford  a  much  fuller  and  more 
satisfactory  view,  of  the  reasons  which  governed 
tlic  iiepartnient,  in  delermiiung- the  amount  of  the 
respective  appropriaLioas  which  have  been  asked 
for,  than  could  be  presented  within  the  ordinary 
limits  of  .1  letter.  The  documents  are  so  volumi- 
iious;  that,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  co]iyinf^-,  I  have 
transmitted  the  originals;  and  I  must  i-equest  you 
(o  treturn  tlu.m,  afler  the  committee  shall  have 
done  with  them.  Should  it  be  thought  advisable 
to  lay  any  part  of  them  before  the  House,  tiiey  can 
;)e  copied  for  that  purpose. 

Under  the  head  of  pay  of  the  army,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  will  be  a  probable  balance;  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  of  about  ^o(JO,(JOU,  and,  consequently,  tliat 
sum  Tnay  be  deducted  from  tiie  appropriation  of  the 
tnsuing'year. 

Orders  have  been  g-iveit  to  suspend  the  works  at 
House's  Point,  until  the  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Lower  Canada  shall  be  deternined. 
The  sum  of  g-'OO^OOO,  which  was  estimated  for  it, 
"f.'ill  probably  not  be  required;  and  may  be  omitted 
in  the  appropriation  Ibr  fortifications. 

Since  the  estimates  were  formed,  the  contracts 
under  the  new  s}  stem  for  suppl3ing  the  army  with 
provisions,  after  the  first  ofMiuie  next,  have  l>een 
completed;  and,  it  is  ascertained,  that  a  reduction 
may  be  made  under  the  head  of  subsistence.  The 
contract  system  will  terminate  on  the  1st  of  June 
next.  To  complete  the  deliveries  under  the  pre- 
sent contracts,  until  that  time,  will  probably  require 
the  sum  of  S3C3,441;  and  it  is  estimated  that  the 
expense  of  subsistence,  from  the  1st  of  June,  1819, 
at  which  time  the  system  of  supplying-  th.e  army 
by  commissai-ies  viill  commence,  nntil  the  1st  of 
June,  1820,  cannot  exceed  §503,700;  but,  as  four] 
lifth.s  of  tlie  rations  will  be  required,  by  the  terms 
of  the  contracts,  to  be  delivereil,  between  the  1st 
of  June^  1819,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1820,  the  sum 
of  Sj403,160,  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  deliver- 
ies in  1819;  and,  conaequently,  the  whole  appropri- 
ation rcr|uired  for  the  next  year,  tinder  this  head, 
will  be  ^?'06.60I,  instead  of  §863,125,  the  sum  stat- 
ed in  the  estimate- 
On  a  review  of  the  estimate  for  clothing-,  it  is 
l.elieved  that  the  sum  of  ^400,000  will  be  "ample; 
iuni,  consequently,  §30,000  may  be  subtracted  from 
the  estimate. 

Doctmient  marked  E.  will  show  on  wliat  ground 
the  sum  of  ?).5(j,00J  is  asked  for  the  medi'-al  an-i 
hospital  department.     On  the  1*«.  of  January  last  it 


was  estimated  that  there  was  a  balance  of  gl5,000, 
which,  added  to  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  viz.  §15,000,  makes  §30,000  as  applica- 
ble to  the  service  of  this  year;  in  addition  to  which, 
there  was  transferred  to  this  item,  by  order  of  the 
President,  during  the  present  year,  the  sum  of  §50, 
000.  The  disbursements  in  the  medical  and  hos- 
pital department  will  probably  not  fall  short  of  §70, 
000  during  the  present  year. 

By  the  statement  from  the  Ordnance  Department, 
marked  G.  it  will  appear  that  no  new  contract  has 
been  made,  during  the  present  year,  for  cannon, 
except  with  Wirt  and  Clark;  and  consequently,  the 
estimates  under  diat  item  are  on  account  of  old  con- 
tracts; and  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  engage- 
ments under  them.  It  will  also  appear,  that  the 
sum  of  §70,000  instead  of  §50,000  will  be  required 
for  the  arsenal  at  Augusta.  The  estimate  for  the 
arsenal  at  Frankfort,  is  to  complete  the  works  com- 
menced there. 

The  appropriations  already  made,  of  §200,000 
on  account  of  subsistence,  and  50,000  for  arrear- 
ages for  holding  Indian  treaties,  will,  of  course,  be 
deducted  from  their  respective  itei-  s,  in  the  gene- 
ral appropriation. 

There  will  probably  be  a  balance  uuder  the 
heatl  of  bounties  and  premiums,  of  near  §30,000, 
which  sum  will  be  ajjplicable  to  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year,  and  may  lie  taken  from  the  sum  con- 
tained in  the  estimates. 

The  appropriations  made  for  the  cinrent  ex- 
penses of  tlie  army,  for  the  year  1818,  amounted  to 
§3,599,245;  which,  of  course,  excludes  the  dis- 
bursements for  fortifications  and  ordnance,  which 
are  of  a  permanent  nature.  The  appropriation  ask- 
ed for  the  current  expenses  of  the  year  1G19,  ex- 
cluding the  same  disbursements  and  estimating  the 
expense  of  subsistence,  under  the  new  system  of 
supplying  the  arniy,  for  seven  months  only,  (viz. 
from  the'lstof  June,  1819,  until  the  1st  of  Januarj', 
1820)  amounts  to  §3,077,789;  making  a  difference 
of  §521,456. 

The  estimates  have  been  formed  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  our  military  establishment  being  full;  which, 
in  that  case,  would  cionsist  of  12,656  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians  and   privates. 

If  further  information  should  be  required,  it  will 
afford  me  pleasure  to  give  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Riost  obedient  ser-- 

vant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  11.  M.  JoiiNsotr,  Chairman,  8s,c. 


En^iiifi.er  ilep::rt>ripttt,  Ortober  1?,  1  818. 
Sh._Agreeal)lv  to  your  orders  of  29th  August,. 
5th  and  25th  of  September,  I  have  the  honor  t» 
present  the  subjoined  report  and  estimates  of  the- 
scms  which  will  be  reqnifcd  to  he  appropriated  for 
the  engineer  department,  for  the  year  1819,  com- 
prising the  following-  heads  and  a:nounts: 
Eortifications,  as  per  statement  and  sche- 

dule  A,  §838,000  09" 

Militarv  Acadr-jnv,  B,        35,640  0» 

Engineer  oHice, '  G,  3,990  00 

An^arages,  .      D,  5,440  00 

Survey  of  western  waters,  E,  6,500  Ow 

Total  amount  of  dollars,  887,570  0^ 

[A.l 

vDaTTFKATIOSH. 

It  has  Ijccn  determined  bv  the  War  Department, 
that  the  fortifications  which"  may  hereafter  lie  con- 
structed upon  the  .\tlanlic  and  tivilf  of  Mexico  tion-- 
tiers,  sluiU  be  permanent  works>  and  of  dnnensions 
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adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  positions  or  passes  'i'he  contj-acts  are  m:\cle  for  tlie  fonndution  of  th.-» 
which  they  may  occupy.  This  mode  of  construe- 1  workupouthe Rip  K:ip  Shoal,  and  for  Old  Poiiit  Com- 
tion  is  the  best  calculated  to  secure  the  object  for 'fort:  the  work  at  the  foitner  place  is  profjrcssing' — 
wliich  fortifications  are  erected  upon  the  extreme  |  about  two  millions  of  brick,  and  about  twenty  tliou- 
sea  coast  of  the  Union,  namely,  to  protect  the  im-!sand  perch  of  building- stone,  are  colL'cted  at  Old 
portant  and  valuable  points;  it  is  also  true  economy.  I  Point  Comfort,  under  tlie  c:ire  of  an  of'icer  of  eu- 
The  expense,  once  incurred  upon  the  above  prin-igineers.  Tiie  work  at  this  position  will  commence 
ciple,  will  not  require  to  be  repeated  An  impor-jnext  spring-;  of  the  other  contemplated  works  in 
tant  variation,  in  the  mode  of  conducting;  the  dis-l  Chesapeake  Bay,  between  the  Middle  Ground  and 


bursement  on  account  of  fortifications,  bus  also  been 
commenced,  by  ord»r  of  the  War  Department,  to 
wit:  in  lieu  of  the  common  mode  of  purchasing- 
materials,  an«l  hiring  artizans  to  put  them  together 
in  the  works,  the  whole  \^orks  are  to  be  contracted 
for,  to  be  erected  and  finished  for  a  s])ccified  sum; 
tl»e  contractors  fu'i-nishing-  every  material  and  work- 
manship, sufficient  bonds  being  taken  to  ensure  a 
faithful  execution  of  the  contract,  under  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  an  officer  of  engineers.  In 
relation  to  the  foregoing  principles,  the  following 
works  are  to  be  constructed,  viz:  On  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  frontier,  at  (No.  1)  Barataria,  on  the  west 
end  of  Grand  Terrce,  commanding  the  entrance 
into  Barataria  bay;  (No.  2,)  Placquemine  turn,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,  sixty  miles  be- 
low New-Orleans,  (No.  3,)  Bayou  Bien  Venue, 
near  lake  Borgne,  covering  the  approach  to  New 
Orleans,  through  that  lake 


No.  4,  C.  ci  Menteur. 
No.  5,  Regolets. 


These  two  works  are  to  be 
3      upon  the  margin  of  the 
passes    into    Lake    Pon- 
cliarLj-ain,    to   cover  the 
approach  to  the  rear  of  |  lSi9 
New    Orleans,    and    the 
country  above. 
■j>    These    two    works    com- 
3     mand  the  entrance   into 
Mobile  bay. 
The  whole  expense  of  these  works  will  be  three 
nilUoiis   of  dollars.     Of  the  above  mentioned,  the 


Horse  Siioe,  or  Folk  river,  St.  Tfarv's  imd  Balti- 
more, I  refer  to  the  repoi-tupon  that  subject,  made 
1)}'  the  board  of  engineers. 

DKLAWAHE     RVT. 

Tlie  key  to  the  water  aijproach  by  this  bay,  is  the 
Pe?  Patch:  an  enclosed  w oik  has  been  recommend- 
ed and  adopted  for  this  position,  to  mount  120  can- 
non, which  will  cost  ^o 00  000.  Tor  tlie  year  1819, 
I  recommend  that  §100,000  be  appropr'ated  from 
the  fund  on  hanrl,  and  from  what  mav  be  appropri- 
ated. The  work  is  progressing,  under  the  direction 
of  an  officer  of  engineers,  who' will  have  completed 
the  foundation  of  this  work  in  th.e  course  of  a  few 
weeks.  The  founchtion  is  altogether  of  piles,  the 
Pea  Patch  being  an  island  of  soft  mud.  Stone  are 
collecting  to  commence  the  superstructure  of  this 
work  at  the  opening  of  the  next  spring.  To  com- 
plete the  defence  of  this  pass,  it  will  he  necessarv 
to  ocupy  with  v.'orks  the  s!v)a!s  of  the  a'ljacent  Del- 
aware and  New  Jersey  slun-es,  and,  to  aid  the  whole, 
two  steam  batteries  will  be  requisite.  As  this  paii 
of  the  plan  is  not  yet  mature,  I  shall  not  recommeniJ 
any  further  appropriation  for  this  pass  for  the  vear 


No.  6,  Mobile  Point, 
No.  7,  Dauphin  Island 


XEW-TORK  hahhovk. 
The  only  work  now  progressing  in  this  harbour, 
is  a  castellated  tower,  building  at  the  narrows,  upoi> 
Hendrick's  reef;  it  will  mount  96  cannon,  and  will 
cost  §275,000;  it  is  more  than  half  finished,  and 
can  be  completed  in  the  year  1819,  and  will  require 
g  110,000  to  he  appropriated.     The  other  positions 


years. 

Dauphin  island,  g632,000,  to  mount  118  cannon. 
Mobile  point, 
Uigolet, 
Chef  Menteur, 


632,000, 
268,000, 
268,000, 


do. 
do. 


118 
64 
64 


do. 
do. 
do. 


Total  amount,  §1,800,000 


364  cannon. 


most  important  have  been  contracted  for,  to  wit, }  which  must  of  necessity  be  occupied,  to  coraoleti 
Nos.  4,  5,  6,  and  r.  These  four  works  will  costi  the  defence  of  New  York,  are,  1st.  Sandy  Hook,  2d 
§l,8o0,000,  and  are  to  be  completed  within  four  State n   Island,  3d.  v/est  end  of  Long  island,   4th. 

" "  Brooklyn  Heights,   and  5th.  Frog  Point,  near  the 

Sound.  The  estimates  for  these  woi-ks  not  being 
completed,  I  shall  not  recommend  any  specific  ap- 
propriation for  thenx. 

LAKE    CHAIMPLAIX, 

The  position  which  it  has  been  thonglit  necessarv 
to  occupy  at  the  nortliern  extremity  of  this  Lake, 
are  Rouse's  and  Island  Points,  in  the  viclnitv  of  eacl'i 
other,  and  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  5hiited 
States  and  Canada.  The  whole  of  these  works  hf. 
ing  .  ontemplated  to  widistand  a  siege,  and  wltf 
mount  nearly  300  pieces  of  cannon.  For  these 
works,  for  tlie  year  1819,  I  recommend  that  g20G- 
000  be  apjoropriatcd.  The  works  have  been  com- 
menced under  the  direction  of  .in  engineer  officer, 
and  are  now  progressing.  I  do  not  at  tliis  time  re- 
commend any  apjiropriation  for  the  positions  at  the 
eastern  extremity  of  Long  Island,  Pdiode  Island, 


Consequently,  for  the  year  1819,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  appropriate,  for  these  four  v/orks,  from  the 
fund  on  hand,  and  which  may  be  apjji-opriated, 
§450,000.  Two  of  the  contractors  for  the  above 
have  left  the  Atlantic  states,  wltli  artizans,  and  car- 
goes of  materials,  to  commence  the  works,  in  the 
ensuing  Deceniber,  under  the  direction  of  officers 
in  the  corps  of  engineers. 

CHESAPEAKE   BAT. 

The  fortifications  to  be  constructed  at  this  im- 
.  poi-tant  estuary,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the- 


-,  which  I  Boston,  Portsmouth,  Pordai  d,  or  Penobscot  har- 
disembogiie  into  the  b-ay,  are  de[)en;ling  upon  some  j  bors,  or  for  tliose  positions  wl:lcli  are  south  of  Chc- 
contingencies  not  yet  adjusted:  they  have,  however,  |  sapeake  Bay,  on  the  Atlantic  frontier;  because  the 
been  so  far  settled  as  to  enable  the  government  to  I  board  of  engineers  have  not  vet  lia  '  an  opportunity 
determine  to  fortify  the  entrance  into  H-ampton  |  to  examine  and  report  in  relation  to  them'. 
Roads,  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  upon  the  Rip  Rap  I  The  following  statement  and  recapitihition  of  th- 
Shoal.  The  work  contemplated  for  Old  PointCom- 1  foregoing  items  will  show  that  it  v/lll  be  necessary 
fort,  is  to  mount  250  cannon,  and  ihe  one  upon  the  !  w  appropriate  §838  000,  for  fonificatio.ns,  for  llie 
Rip  Rap  Shoal,  to  mount  250  cannon.  These  ex- 1  vear  ISl'l^  in  addition  to  the 'inexpendedf.ind  which 
tensive  works  will  cost  about  §3,0o0,00o.  The  I  will  be  on  hand  31st  Dec.  ISIS.'  The  reason  wliy 
contracts  entered  into  win  require  an  appropriation  tills  unexpended  balance  remains  on  hand  will  be 
for  the  year  1819,  from  the  fund  on  hand,  and  from  obvious,  v.hen  it  is  considered  that  the  works  cor- 
i  ,  v/hat  may  be  appropriated,  amou:iting-  to  ;g330,000.  templated,  when  tiie  las::  appropriatiou  v,a3  madt> 
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have  not  been  commenced,  because  the  plans  of 
them  were  not  fully  determined  upon  until  hile  in 
the  current  year,  to  wit: 


Gulf  of  Mexico  frontiej-  §450,000 

Chesapeake  }?ay  ooO,000 

Delaware  Bay  100,000 

Ke\v  York  Harbof  110,OOU 

Lake  Champlain  200,000 

To  which  sum  T  add  the  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
joined  statement,(  1.438,000)  wliich 
difi'ereuce  will  be  required  for  such 
new  works  as  nsay  be  adopted  from 
the  surveys  whicli  are  now  making-, 
and  the  contingenciesattending  the 
same 


[C] 


Estimate  of  tiir  expmse  of  an  office  for  the  Engineer  ' 
Df/>urt7nent,  for  the  year  1^19. 

Rent  of  an  oiiice  until  Ist  of  June,  1819, 
four  rooms:  one  ibr  the  chief  eng-ineer; 
one  for  the  c'erks;  one  for  maps,  plans, 
books,  kc.  and  one  lor  drawing-  g     200  00 

Hire  for  two  clerks,  ^1,000,  and  §1)200      2,200  00 
1,190,000  00  j  Fuel  for  7  months     '  '336  OQ 

Uooks,  maps,  :uul  stationery  1,000  00 

Advertisements  254  00 


[D.] 


§3,990  00 


Bl,438,000  00 

Statement  of  the  uneTpcnded  balance  of  Fortification 
Funds 

On  hand  16th  April,  1818  gl,038,289  82 

Amount  expended  to  6th 
Oct.  1^18,  as  per  re- 
port F  S3G3,030  00 

Amount  that  will  proba- 
blv  be  expended  on 
the  31st  Dec,  1818  75,259  92 

-: —    438,289  92 


1  Estimate  of  arrearages,  infoiirdng  the.  Engineer  Dcj 
partment  at  IVanhington. 
48,000  00 !  Office  rent  §    120  00 

Clerk  hire,  8  months  at  §90  720  00 

For  the  purchase  of  ma]>s,  charts,  and  plans, 

by  order  of  the  War  Department  2,000  00 

Stationery,  tables,  chairs,  drawing  boards, 
advertisements,  &.C.  600  00 


S  3,440  GO 


Amount  of  fortification  fund  on  hand, 
unexpended,  31st  Dec.  1818, 

To  this  sum  I  add  the  amount  which 
is  recommended  to  be  appropriated 
Jfbr  the  ye^r  1819. 


Estimate  of  the  expense  of  making  a  sm-vet/  of  the  ivg- 
ter  conr.ies  tributary  to,  and  ivest  of  the  J\tissi'idppit 
also  of  those  tributary  to  the  same  river,  and  north- 
icest  of  tiw  Ohio  river. 

For  a  small  steam  boat,  to  draw  IS  inches 

{     of  water,  witli   the  requisite  equip- 
600  000  00 '     T^'^^  ^^^  ^^^^  voya^-e  g  5,000  00 

'  I  For  astronomical  aud'surveying  instru- 

ments, and  stationery  1,000  GO 

838  OOO  00  Contingencies  500  00 


g  1,438,000  00 


[B.] 


£stimafe  vf  the  cxfjendilures  necessary  to  be  made  at 
the  JMiIitary  Aradeinu,  in  the  year  1819. 


For  quarters  for  the  superintendent 
Four  houses  for  professors  and  teachers  at 

S3.900  each 
Stationery 
iJooks  and  library 

Fuel  for  30  cadets"  rooms,     940  cords, 
Vor  the  staff,  steward^  offices, 

bombardiers  aiiJ  o'uard     700 


5,000 

15,600 
2,000 
2,000 


S  6,500  00 
Respectfully  snbmittcd, 

'  J.  G.  SWIFT,  Chief  Engineer. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoux,  Secretary  of  War. 


»"   rSH*  Miflf  M*"  ^nf  — I 


Tie  pairs 
jTonting-cnciqs 


1, 640  cords,  at  S  5  1-2 
?-. l-2fordistributing  9,840 
2,000 
3,000 


Amount  of  fund  on  hand  IGtIi 

■  April.  1818  S9.591  14 
'frohable  expenditure  to  31st 

■  pec.  1818  5,791   14 


39,440 


5,800 


Amount  nccr-.'^sary  to  be  appropriated  for 

'  the  year  1819         '  ^  §35,640 

N.  B.  The  two  first  items  in  the  above  estim.ate 
for  the  military  academy,  amountint^  to  §20,600,  are 
for  buil'lings  long-  since  contemplated.  Thcv  are 
re-]. fired  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  the 
pfficers  of  that  institntion.  The  existing  buildings 
<io  not  afford  the  room  required.  As  the  buildings 
will  be  of  a  permanent  structure,  it  will  be  seen 
^at  the  current  annual  expense  of  tho  academy  will 
tt>«  reduced  \o  §18,  840. 


Affair  of  the  Cheliaw  Tillage. 

We  had,  duringthe  last  summer,  several  account|.s 
of  the  unfortunate  expedition  in  which  t1ie  Chehaw 
Village  was  destroyed.  The.  account  of  it  given  by 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  has  not  yet  been  before 
the  Public.  The  following  Documents,  among  those 
transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
12th  ult.  relating  to  this  subject,  we  have  not  yet 
seen  in  print. 

From  theGovem.or  of  G:--^rq-ia  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
ExErrTivE  DEPAiiFMrNT,  Gr.onfjiA, '} 
Miliedgevillc,  1st  June,  1818.      5 

Sin — You  will  no  doubt  have  been  informed  by 
^e.y\.  Jackson,  ere  tliis  reaches  j'ou,  of  an  imfortu- 
nate  attack,  recently  made,  by  a  detachment  of 
Georgia  militia,  untler  the  command  of  capt.  Obed 
Wright,  on  a  vilhige  in  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians, 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  Flint  River,  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Chehaw. 

In  order  to  bring  the  circumstances  of  this  tran";- 
action  fully  before  you,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  trt  a  copy  oC  a  letter  written  by  myself  to  s;o\\- 
Jackson,  (lierewilli  enclosed)  by  whicli  you  will 
perceive,  that,  soon  after  tlie  army  entered  the  Na- 
tion, and  passed  Fort  Karly,  the  Indians  in  that 
neighborhood,  especially  from  two  towns  situated 
on  the  east  side  of  Flint  llivef,  generally  denomina- 
ted Ilopiiimees,'  and  i'hilemmecs,  from  chiefs  of 
that  name,  liiul  recommenced  their  depredations  on 
our  frontier.  After  hiiving  waited  a  considerable 
tini.',  in  expect.ation  of  receiving  an  answer  from 
the  gerjcr.al,  but  in  vain;   and  being  repeatedly  and 
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'earnestly  requested  by  the  distressed  inhubitauts  of" 


should  be  known  on  the   subject.     Capt.  Wright 


that  frontier,' to  afford  them  jirotection  against  the  was  arrested  by  order  of  Gen.  Jackson,  but  was  re- 
inroads  of  the  savages;  ami  being-  fully  satisfied  by  I  leased  by  the  civil  authority.  I  have  since  had  him 
letters  from  respectable  citizens  from  that  quarter,  [  arrested,  and  shall  keep  )iim  confined  to  await  the 
that  the  murders  and  depredations  committed,  were  i  President's  decision.  1  have  the  honor  lo  transmil; 
by  Indians  from  the  above  named  towns,  Hook  up- 1  a  copy  of  gen.  Jackson's  letter  to  rne,  demanding 
on  myself  the  responsibility  of  ordering  a  detach-  forthwith  the  deliver}'  of  capt.  Wright  to  tiic  offi- 
ment  into  service  for  tlie  special  purpose  of  de-  cers  sent  by  him  to  arrest  and  confine  him.  It  is  a 
stroying  them,  having  been  convinced  by  expcri-  production  as  inflammatory  and  indecorous,  as  it  is 
ence,  tliat  small  detachments,  stationed  on  the  frou- j  unbecoming  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier.     Enclosed 


tiers,  were  not  sufficient  to  ensure  protection  to  the 
inhabitants,  as  the  Indians,  acquainted  with  their  si- 
tuation, watched  favorable  opportunities  for  coming 
in  on  some  unguarded  point,  committing  murders, 
and  returning  with  impunity.  On  the  24th  of  No- 
vember last,  !  received  a  requisition  from  the  War 
Department,  requesting  mc  to  cause  to  be  detailed 
fi-ora  major-general  Floyd's  division,  five  hundred 
men,  for  the  special  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  re- 
duction of  Amelia  Island.  Orders  for  this  purpose 
•were  immediately  given  to  major-general  Floyd, 
ivho,  viewing-  it,  as  1  did,  a  case  of  emergency, 
drew  the  whole  of  the  requisition  from  the  first 
brigade  of  his  division,  under  the  impression  that 
liieir  services  would  be  required  on  th.at  occasion 
only.  Before  the  organization  of  the  troops  could 
be  completed,  Amelia  Island  fell  into  the  hands  of 
tlie  regular  force  sent  against  it.     Gen.  Floyd,  not 


}ou  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  ge- 
neral in  rcph'. 

Should  it  meet  the  approijation  of  the  President, 
I  would  prefer  that  the  case  of  capt.  Wright  be  re- 
ferred to  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  United  States, 
wJiich  will  be  held  in  S:iv;uinah,  in  December  next. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RABUN. 
The  Hon.  J.  C.  CALuor:,', 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington, 

From  General  Glasscock,  of  the  Georqia  Militia,  'cb, 
Jilajor-Gcneral  Jlndrew  Jackson. 

rOIlT  KARLT,    APEIL  30,  1818. 

Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  }ou,  that  my 
command  has  safely  reached  this  place,  liiiving  suf- 
fered some  little  for  the  want  of  meat.     The  gods 


withstanding,  completed  the  organization,  and,  with-   have  proved  equally  propitious  to  us,  on  our  return 


out  consulting  me  at  all,  they  were  ordered  to  the 
frontier  at  different  points.  Some  were  ordered  to 
Hartford,  tojoin  the  two  regiments,  which  were  then 


as  on  our  advance  at  Mickasuky.  Some  of  my  men 
were  nearly  out  of  corn,  and  searching  about  some 
old  houses  that  had  not  beer,  consumed,  to  see  if 


organizing-  to  go  against  the  Indians,  agreeably  tol  they  could  make  any  discover}-,  in  entering  one  of 
a  request  of  %g!\.  Gaines.  Among  these  was  capt.  j  them,  to  their  great  astonishment  and  surprise,  they 
Wright's  conspany,  from  Savannah.  At  the  time  i  came  across  the  man  who  was  lost  from  capt.  Wat- 
theym-arched,  however,  the  captain,  from  ill  health, !  kin's  company,  on  the  2d  of  April.  It  appei'.rs, 
was  unable  to  accompany  them,  but  shortly  after !  from  the  statement,  that  he  was  taken  with  a  kind 
followed  on  to  Hartford  and  assumed  the  command  \  of  cramp,  and  was  unable  to  move  and  became 
of  a  small  detachment  left  there,  although,  it  since  |  senseless.  When  he  recovered,  he  became  corn- 
appears,  he  had  never  been  mustered  into  tlie  ser- i  pletely  bewildered,  and  never  could  reacli  the 
vice  of  the  United  States.  Capt.  A^'right  having ;  camp^  he,  therefore,  concluded  it  was  prudent  to 
tendered  his  services  to  lead  the  expedition,  and,  1  secrete  himself  in  some  swamp,  and  after  wandering 
from  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  believing  i  about  some  time,  came  across  a  parcel  of  corn,  o;i 
I  had  the  right  to  command  him,  they  were  accept- ;  which  he  subsisteil  until  we  found  him:  lie  was  very 
eu.  I  accoi-dingly  ordered  two  com])anies  of  caval- imuch  reduced,  and,  apparently,  perfectly  wild.  On 
ry  from  two  adjacent  comities,  and  two  companies  .that  night  Gray  struck  a  trail,  pursued  it  about  a 
of  infantry,  which  I  had  previously  ordered  to  dif-jmile  and  a  half'!,  came  to  a  small  hut,  which,  fortu- 
ierent  posts  on  the  frontier,  to  rendezvous  at  Hart- j  nately,  contained  50  or  60  bushels  of  corn,  some 
.ford,  and  report  themselves  to  capt.  Wriglit,  and  potatoes  and  peas,  which  enabled  us  to  reacii  the 
also  directed  ca])t.  Wright  to  call  on  capt.  Bothwell,  I  Flint,  opposite  Ciiciiaw  village;  when,  arriving' 
then  in  the  service  off  lie  United  States,  stationed  |  within  tiiirty  miles  oftlie  place,  I  sent  Oii  major 
at  Fort  Early,  for  assistance,  should  it  be  necessary.  iRo!)inson,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  men,  to 
The  only  reason  I  have  to  offer  for  calling  on  the  i  procure  some  beef.  On  his  arriving  there,  the  In- 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  is,  the  ,  dians  had  fled  in  every  direction — the  Clicliaw  town 
danger  to  which  the  frontier  was  exjiosed,  and  the  i  having  been  consumed  about  four  days  htfore  by  a 
necessity  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  incursions  of  the  !  party  of  men  consisting  of  230,  under  a  captain 
savages,  whicli  could  only  be  done  by  the  destruc-  Wrigv.t,  now  in  command  at  Hartford, 
tion  of  their  towns,  in  order  that  the  inhabitants ;  It  appears,  that,  after  he  liad  assumed  the  corn- 
might  return  to  their  homes,  and  prepare  their  niiind  of  that  place,  he  obtained  the  certificates  of 
farms  for  cultivation,  the  season  for  doing  so  having  several  men  on  the  frontier,  that, the  Chehaw  In- 
tlien  commenced.  The  party,  on  their  march,  learn-  dians  were  engaged  in  a  skirmish  on  the  Big  Bend, 
ingthat  Ho'paunee  had  left  his  own  village,  and  had  He  immediately  sent  or  went  to  ths  Governor,  and 
taken  up  his  residence  at  the  Chehaw  town,  took  recei-sed  orders  to  destroy  the  towns  of  Fiiemme 
on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  pursuing  them  and  Oponee.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  were  iin- 
there:  and  having  reached  the  town,  commenced  i  mediately  oi'dercd  out  and  placed  under  his  com- 
an  attack  on  it;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  seve-jmand,  and  on  the  22d  lie  reached  this  ]dace.  He 
Tal  of  the  friendly  Indians  were  killed.  As  the  de-|  ordered  Captain  Rothwell,  to  fui-nisli  him  with  25 
tachment  M-as  (-irdered  into  sfrvice  by  the  state's  ;  or  30  men  to  acconijian}  him,  Inning  been  autho- 
authority,  and,  as  tJiey  had  violated  their  orders  by  j  rized  to  do  so  by  the  (iovernor.  Tlie  order  v.-as 
destroying  a  friendly  town,  1  had  ordei-td  an  invcs-:  complied  with.  Captain  Bothwell  told  him,  that  he 
•tig.ation  of  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer ,  could  not  accompany  him,  disapjiroved  the  plju>, 
before  a  mifitary  tribunal;   but  I  have   since  deter-  and  informed  Captain  Wright,  that  tlicre  could  b^^ 


Jiiincd  to 
pleasure 


stay    all    fuither  proceeilings,  until   the 


of  the  frcsidcnt   of  the  United  Slates  quarter;  gind  .stated,  tl-,at  Oponne  liad 


na  doubt  of  the  friendship 


of  ihe  In;Iiiuis  in  that 


Urought  -,p.  '<). 


3b 


^^ILES'  REGISTER— SUP.  10  VOL.  XV— EDUCATION,  &c. 


public  lioi'se  that  had  been  lost  that  day.  This  avail- 
ed nothing;  mock  patriotism  burned  in  their 
brCHStSi  they  crossed  the  river  that  nig'ht,  and  pusli- 
cd  for  the  town.  When  arrived  there,  an  Indian 
%vas  discovered  grazing'  some  cattle;  he  was  made  a 
pi-isoner.  1  am  inibnned  by  sergeant  Jones,  that 
the  Indian  immediately  proposed  to  go  with  the 
interpreter,  and  bring  any  of  tjie  chiefs  for  the  cap- 
tain to  talk  witli.  It  was  not  attended  to.  An  ad- 
vance was  ordered,  the  cavalry  rushed  forw.ard  and 
commenced  the  massacre.  Even  after  the  firing 
and  murder  commenced,  Major  Howi^rd,  an  old 
chief,  who  fiirnished  you  with  corn,  came  out  of  his 
house  with  a  white  fl;igin  front  of  the  line.  It  was 
not  respected.  An  order  was  given  for  a  general 
fire,  and  nearly  4'JU  guns  were  discharged  at  him, 
before  one  took  effect — he  fell  and  was  liayonetted 
— his  son  was  also  killed.  These  are  the  circum- 
stances relative  to  the  transaction.  Seven  men 
were  killed,  one  woman  and  two  ciiildren.  Since 
then  three  of  my  command,  who  were  left  at  Fort 
Scott,  obtained  a  furlough,  and  on  their  way  one 
was  shot,  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  canoe  to  cross 
the  Flint.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  the  officer 
commanding  Fort  Scott,  apprising  him  of  the  affair, 
and  one  to  Adjutant  Porter,  to  put  him  on  his  guard 
On  arriving  opposite  Cliehaw,  I  sent  a  runner  to  gel 
some  of  them  in,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so.     Ti 


of  the  treaty,  and  murder  of  your  people;  and  yo^^ 
shall  also  be  paid  for  your  houses,  and  other  pro- 
perty that  has  been  desti-oyed;  but  you  must  not 
attemi)t  to  take  satisfaction  yourselves;  this  is  con- 
trary to  the  treat)',  and  you  may  rely  on  my  friend- 
ship, and  that  of  3'our  father  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

I  send  this  by  my  friend,  major  Davis,  who  is 
accompanied  by  a  few  of  my  people,  and  who  is 
charged  with  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  capt. 
"Wright:  treat  them  friendly;  they  are  your  friends; 
you  must  not  permit  your  people  to  kill  any  of 
the  w  hites;  they  will  bring  down  on  you  destruc- 
tion. Justice  shall  be  done  to  you;  you  must  re- 
main in  peace  anH  friendship  with  the  United 
States.  The  excuse  that  capt.  Wright  has  made 
for  this  attack  on  your  village,  is,  that  some  of  your 
people  were  concerned  in  some  murders  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia;  this  will  not  excuse  liim.  I 
have  ordered  capt.  Wright,  and  all  the  officers  con- 
cerned in  this  transaction,  in  confinement  if  found 
at  Hartford.  If  you  send  some  of  your  people  with 
major  Davis,  you  will  see  them  put  in  irons.  Let 
me  hear  from  you  at  fort  Montgomery.  I  am  jour 
friend  and  brother. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj.  Gen.  Com'dg.  Division  of  the  South. 


ley 

are  at  a  loss  to  know  the  cause  of  the  displeasure  of  The  following    let'er    from    Governor    Rabun, 

the  white  people.     \Vo\i'  has  gone  to  the  agent  to  which  was  accidentally  omitted  in  the  communica- 

have  it  inquired  into.     We  obtained  from  them  a  tion  from  the   Department  of  State  to   the  Senate 

suflficient  quantity  of  beef  to  last  us  to  Hartford,  at  on  the  4th  ultimo,   w  as  transmitted  to  that  body  by 

which  [dace  1  am  informed  there  is  a  plentiful  sup-  the  President,  on  Monday  last. 

ply  of  provisions.  Govenior  Itahun    to    the   Secretant   of  State,   dated 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  "     " 
friend  and  obedient  serv;mt, 


THOMAS  GLASSCOCK,  Brig.  Gen. 
Going.  Ga.  Militia,  U.'S.  S. 
Majov-General  A.  Jacksox. 

*7s;i.  Jackson  to  the  C/drfi  and  Wat^iors  of  the  Che- 
hira-    Village. 
On  mi'  7iiarch  to  the  west  of  the  i 
Jjfjulacldcola,  J\'Iaij  7,  1818.    3 
Frimds  and   Brothers:  1    have    this   moment  re- 
«eived,  by  express,  th-  intelligence  of  the  unw.ir-i  your  request,  and  would  have  cheerfullv  submitted 
nintahle  attack  of  a  parly  of  G>.'orgians  on  the  Che-,  j^j^^  ^^  ^^le   custody  of  the  Marshal,   whenever  he 
ig  it,  and   killing  six  men  and'.n^ig.,,^   have  appeared:   but  the  President's  instruc- 
tions to  the  District  Attorney  were   unfortunately 


Executive  Di.part:\ik.\t  of  Gv.onr.iA,  ^ 
Milledgeville,  29th  July,  1818.      5 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  containing  the  determination 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 
the  case  of  capt.  Obed  Wriglit;  and  was  highly 
gratified  that  tlie  affair  should  be  brought  bef  .re 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  where 
I  have  no  doubt  but  ample  justice  would  have 
been  administered. 

I  had   determined  to   detain    him  '.'.^rceably  to 


fills  my  I  iT^mie  p„])iic  ;„   the  newspapers  of  Savannah,   and 
Wiienjf,,^j^  theni  copittd   into  others,   and  were  thereby 


haw  village,  burisin 
one  woman. 

Friendt  and  Brothgrs:  The  above  news 
heart  with  regret  and  mv  eyes  v/ith  tears. 

I  passed  through  your  village,  you  treated  me  with  I  jjj^pj.oppj.j^.  co'mniunicated  to  capl.  Wriglit,  wlio, 
friendsliip,  and  furnished  my  army  with  all  the  sup-  i^gjj^j^  .j]^P,.^g,^  ^^_  ^1^^  prospect  that  awaited  him 
plies  you  covdd  spare;  and  your  old  chiefs  sent  their  ^^^  "Jj^^  ,^jg,],^  ^f  ^j^^  grth  inst.)  made  his  escnpc 
young  warriors  with  me  to  fight,  and  put  down  our  :  f,,^^  ^^ic  custody  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  this 
common  enemy.  1  promised  you  prutection:  1 1  state,  (wlio  had  "been  instructed  to  aiTCst  and  de- 
promised  you  the  protection  and  fostering  friend- ,  ^^j,,  j,;,^,-j  ^^^^  j  jj^^,^  received  no  information  of  him 
ship  of  the  United  States  as  long  as  you  contmued  1  smcc- 

to  hold  your  father,  the  Presklent  of  the  United  1  j  g|,,jj  ,,53  every  possible  exertion  to  cause  him 
States,  by  the  hand  of  friendship.  |  ^^  ^g  arrested  asraln,  and   hold  him  subject  to  the 

Fiieiuh  and  IJruthers.-  I  did  not  supposv-  there  pJ.op^;,.a^.^]^(,J.•,^^."^oftlJ^  United  States, 
v.as  any  American  so  base  as  not  to  respect  a  flag;  I  ,1^.^^,^  ^[^g  honor  to  be,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
♦>ut  I  find  I  am  mistaken.  I  find  that  Captain 
Wright,  of  Georgia,  h;>s  riOt  done  it.  I  catmot 
bring  \  our  old  men  and  women  to  life,  but  I  have 
written  to  your  fatiicr,  tlic  President  of  the  United 
.States,  the"  whole  circumstance  of  your  case,  and  I 
have  oi'dered  Capt.  Wright  to  be  arrested  and  put 
in  ii-0!«,  until  your  father,  tiie  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  makes  known  his  wiil  on  l!;is  dis- 
tressing subject. 

Friends    an  >  firother^:    TJeturn   to   your  village; 
there  you  sh.A]  be  protected,  and  Captain  Wright 


most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser\  ant, 

WM.  RABUN. 
Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Sec'y  of  State. 

Educaiion  &  Internal  Improvement. 

IMPOIlTikXT  UEPIIIITS  ■•""•rnK  LEfflSLATURE  OF  THE 
STATK    OF   AIIICIN'IA. 

Of  the   literttr^f  fund. 
The  prpsldeiiv   !in;i  directors  of  the  litcnry  fond, 
in  contorniily  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitlea 


wiU  l,e  tried  r.nd  punished  vj\'  thii  daring  outrage  •;  "an  act  to  rrovide  iov  the  education  of  the  poor. 
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which  requires  them  "to  report  to  the  general  as  ! 
sembly,  once  in  every  year  the  state  ot  the  funds 
commitied  to  their  charge,  with  such  recommenda 
tions,  with  regard  to  the  improvement  thereof,  iS 
to  them  shall  seem  advisable,"  beg  leave  to  submi 
the  following  statements  and  observations. 

[Here  follows  a  statement,  which  we  are  obliged 
to  condense,  the  aggregates  of  which  are  as  follows:] 
Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  1st,  1818,  JS255,c56U  77 
Amount  of  stock,  of  various  descrip 

tions,  belonging  to  the  literary  fund  811,613  59 
Add  interest  and  dividends  due  on 

various  stocks  46,655  09 


Total  of  principal  and  interest       gl, 114  159  2>& 

The  preceding  statement  shows  that  the  whole 
fund  amounted,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1818,  to 
gl, 114,159  36.  To  this  is  to  be  added  liie  balance 
yet  due  from  the  government  of  the  Unued  States 
to  this  commonwealth,  for  advances  made  by  the 
latter  for  military  services  during  the  war;  the 
amount  of  wlucli  is  not  known  to  ilie  president  and 
directors.  The  above  sum  (all  of  which  either  is, 
or  will  be,  under  ths  laws  on  the  subject,  made  pro- 
ductive capital")  will,  with  the  addition  of  the  usual 
revenue  of  tiie  fund  arising  from  tines,  forfeitures, 
escheats,  and  lotteries,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors,  yield  an  annual  income  little 
short  of  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

The  legislature  have,  by  appropriations,  made 
last  session,  to  primary  schools  and  an  university, 
laid  the  foundation  of  iwo  of  the  most  essential  parts 
of  the  pUn  of  public  instruction.  The  view  of  the 
fund  which  the  preceding  statements  exhibit  justi- 
fies the  belief  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  increase  the  appropriations  for  pri- 
mary schools,  to  provide  farther  for  intermediate 
seminaries,  or  to  give  additional  aid  in  tlie  extension 
and  endowment  of  the  stiite  universiiy. 

The  president  and  directors,  since  the  last  session, 
and  at  as  early  -»  period  as  they  could,  took  measures 
to  ascertain  wliat  portions  of  the  sum  appropriated 
to  primary  schools  eacli  county  and  town  was  entitled 
to,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  apply  for  and  use  the  same 
as  the  law  directed.  They  annex  hereto  a  table 
.shewing  the  atnount  allotted  to  each  county  and 
town,  by  the  census,  the  criterion  fixed  on  by  law. 
Many  of  the  counties  and  towns  have  drawn  the 
quotas  they  had  a  ngiit  to:  others  have  failed  to  do 
so.  Tlie  president  and  directors  have  received, 
from  Albemarle  county,  N.jrfolk  borough,  Laudoun, 
Northumberland,  and  Hanover  counties,  reports 
shewing  how  the  money  appropriated  has  been  ap 
plied.  They  may  serve  to  give  son^.e  idea  of  tlie 
numbers  of  p<x)r  children  to  be  educated  in  any 
given  population,  and  of  the  expense  of  effecting 
the  same. 

The  number  of  poor  children  in  the  counties  who 
are  incapable  of  obtaining,  without  the  aid  of  the 
fund,  even  the  first  elements  of  education,  is  greater 
than  could  have  been  expected.  Tiie  sums  appro- 
priated are  inadequate  to  impart  the  benefits  of  the 
law  to  all;  but  yet  the  number  who  will  derive 
advantages  from  it  is  sufficiently  great  to  show  that 
it  wdl  produce  importiuit  and  incalculable  benefits. 
Thousands  of  poor  children  will  receive  the  advan- 
tages of  instruction,  who,  but  for  the  beneficent 
inflii'^iice  of  tne  literary  fund,  would  have  been 
do  .'med  to  grope  out  tlieir  lives  in  a  state  of  utter 
d..rk'ie9s  and  ignorance. 

The  preaidem  juJ  directors  beg  leave  to  state  to 
tj»*  legislature,  that  the  power  given  them,  under 
(he  secorttl  section  of  the  act  of  FeOruary  12,  1811, 
entitled  "an  act  t9  orovide  for  the  education  of  the 


poor,"  to  raise  money  by  lotteries,  and  also  that 
bestowed  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  passed 
Feb.  20,  iSl'i,  entitled  "an  act  concerning  the 
literary  fund,"  of  selling  the  privilege  of  drawing 
lotteries,  will  have  expired  after  the  month  of  Feb. 
next.  It  is  submitted,  whether  these  powers  should 
not  be  renewed  for  sucli  additional  period  as  may 
appear  proper  to  the  general  assembly.  Ttie  pre- 
sident and  directors  also  think  it  proper  to  remark, 
tliat  there  are  defects  in  the  present  laws  for  sup- 
pressing private  and  unauthorizeil  lotteries.  Persons 
exliibiting  such  lotteries  are  frequently  itinerant,  if 
not  dissolute,  characters,  who  leave  the  state  as  soon 
as  their  lotteries  are  completed;  and,  although  pro- 
secutions are  instituted,  and  fines  imposed,  yet  their 
effects  are  eluded  by  the  departure  of  the  offenders. 
The  courts,  too,  have  construed  the  provision  of  the 
act  which  imposes  the  forfeiture  of  the  sum  to  be 
raised  by  an  unlicensea  lottery,  to  mean  the  sum 
which  will  ha  a  clear  gain  on  tlie  drawing;  so  that, 
where  such  lottery  is  made  use  of,  as  is  very  com- 
mon, for  the  sale  of  property,  if  the  person  does  not 
over-rate  the  property  in  the  price  fixed  on  it,  he 
can  draw  without  license,  and  with  impunity,  and, 
even  if  he  over-rates  his  goods,  h'-  only  forfeits  the 
excess  beyond  the  real  value.  It  is  indispensable, 
m  order  to  secure  the  benefits  to  wiiich  lotteries, 
drawn  under  the  authority  of  the  law,  are  entitled, 
and  to  make  the  privilege  of  disposing  of  them  of 
any  value,  that  a  remedy  should  be  applied  to  thesR 
defects  in  the  existing  regulations.  This  would  be 
eflfected  by  dfcl:tring  that  all  penalties  imposed  on 
the  exhibitors  of  unlicensed  lotteries  may  be  recover- 
ed by  information  or  action  of  debt,  brought  in  the 
name  and  fur  tjje  benefit  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  tlie  literary  fund,  in  aid  thereof,  or  in  the 
n.'.me  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  same  use:  and 
that,  in  all  actions  so  brought,  the  defendant  may 
be  held  to  bail;  and,  by  a  farther  provision,  that  all 
persons  exhibiting  such  unauthorized  lotteries  shall 
forfeit  the  whole  sum  to  which  the  tickets  in  said 
lotteries  shall  amount,  estimated  in  the  scheme 
thereof,  or  the  value  of  the  goods  or  other  property 
which  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  said  lottery. 

The  president  and  directors  have  received  from 
the  proprietor  of  a  house,  which  was  erected  for  an 
academy,  ^t  ■Marion  hill,  near  Richmond,  at  a  very 
great  expense,  an  oS'er  to  place  tlie  same  under  the 
control  of  the  public,  provided  some  portion  of  the 
literary  fund  can  be  applied  to  its  endowment  as  an 
academy.  No  power  to  accept  such  offer  resides  in 
tlie  president  and  directors;  nor  has  atiy  legislative 
provision  yet  been  made  for  seminaries  of  this  grade. 
Should  any  arrangement  be  adopted  comprehending 
academies,  it  may  be  well  worthy  of  consideration 
how  far  such  offers,  as  the  present,  of  very  valuable 
buildings,  and  the  grounds  contiguous,  may  not  be 
mxde  subservient  to  a  plan  of  establishing  academies 
in  certiiin  districts  of  country  which  maybe  designat- 
ed by  law.  For  a  farther  illustration  of  this  idea, 
the  president  and  directors  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
their  report,  on  the  subject  of  a  general  system  of 
public  instruction,  which  is  to  be  found  on  the 
journal  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  th<?  session  pre- 
ceding the  last  The  documents  G.  II.  contain  the 
offer  which  has  been  spoken  of. 

By  order  of  the  board; 

JAMES  P.  PRESTON,  president. 
Richmond,  Dec.  19.   1818— Test, 

WM.  MUNFORD,  clerk  of  the  literary  fund. 


Of  the  board  of  public  iiiorks. 
"The  presidi-nt  and  directors  of  the  board  of  pub- 
i  lie  works,"  in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  "an 
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act  U)  create  a  fund  for  internal  improvement,"  b>*p- 
le.iv-   to  report    to  llie  >jeneral  assembly,  th:it  tii 
capital  of  ;!ic-  .'and  for  riternal  improvement,  coij 
sisfe(I,«)n  tiie  Is.  day  of  November,  islb*,  of  the  !oi- 
lowing  stocks,  VIZ.    [T.iis  statement  we  are  obli.cfe, 
to  abstract,  to  sliew  tlic  aggregates  merely  of  tju: 
statfnipnt:] 

Toal  of  permanent  funds,  S1.364>261   11 

Funds  acqui'-ed  hy  the  application 
of  tile  incom ;  cf  the  fund  for  internal 
improv'jment,  nd  .subject  to  he  dis^ 
posed  of  imder  the  direction  of  the 
legislature,  by  virtue  of  the  13ih  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  173,300  GO 


SI.  537,561  11 
On   the  productive  part  of  this  st<<ck,  iliere  hus 
i^en  received,  between  the  1st  liav  of  Nov.  1817, 
and  the  1st  day  of  Nov.  1818,  §118,810  75. 

It  is  believed  that  tiie  income  of  the  fund  for 
internal  improvement,  for  tlie  current  year,  will  be 
about  S125,000,  including  the  balance  of  the  last 
year's  income,  undisposed  of.  Upon  which  will  be 
charged: 


inost  convenient,  in  all  respects,  for  makmgsurvej's. 
1'  IS,  therefore,  r.  sfr-ctfully  submitted,  wlieii.cr  it 
.i')ul(I  not  be  pro[).M'  to  provide  that  the  i.nnual 
!■!  etingfs  of  the  bo. id  shall  iiereafter  take  place  on 
ilie  ifd  Mon.iiiy  in  D-cembC!'. 

Communications  fi-om  various  companies  con- 
ncctt  i  with  the  ooaid  oKpuijlic  works,  ;ind  from  the 
[>resident  of '. iie  Shenandoah  navigation  company,  are 
herewith  submitted;  from  wliic!!  may  be  ascervained 
the  present  cor.dition  and  tuiuie  prospecl.s  of  these 
comp  imes. 

The  report  and  extract  (marked  B,)  shew  the 
progress  made  by  the  James'  river  company  during 
the  present  year,  in  iiirprovjng  t!ic  navigation  of  tiie 
river  and  can;d,  together  with  tiie  amount  and  appro- 
priation of  the  income  of  that  ccnipany. 

The  conditions  of  the  act  r-qiiiring  tlie  board  of 
public  works  to  subscribe  S*^0,000  to  the  stock  of 
the  Koanoke  navigition  company,  having  been  fully 
complied  with,  the  president  of  tlie  board,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  resolution  to  thai  efiecl,  in  March  last, 
subscribed  that  sum  to  the  slock  of  that  compiny,. 
and  appointed  Benjamin  W.  S.  Cabell  proxy,  on  the 
part  of  tlie  board,  to  represent  ilieir  stock  in  the 
general  and  other  meetings  of  tlie  comp.iny.     The 


The  annuul  expenses  of  the  board,  includ- 
ing salaries  and  expenscsof  surveys,  probably  §6.000  i  report  of  the  Romoke  navigation  comp.ii  y,  (marked 
The  3d  instalment  on  the  Roanoke  stock,   12,000  C,)  and  Mr.  Cabell's  leUer.  (n,arked  D,)  siiew  satis 


The  4th         do.  do.  do.         16,000 

Tiie  last  instalment  on  the  Dismal  Swanip 


fictorily  that  tiie  company  are  pursuing  their  object 
with  a  ze.d  whlth  musl  speedily  verify  all  their  ex- 


canal  stock,  15,500  j  pectalions 

Tiie  1st  instalment  upon  the  stock  of  the  The  report  of  the  Dism  tl  Swamp  canal  company, 

Monongahela    navigation    company,    which  (marked  E,)  shews  that  work  also  to  be  earnestly 

will  probably  be  subscribed  at  an  early  period,  15,000  pi  osecuted,    and   with    just   expectations    of    full 

success.     Indeed,  so  confident  are  the  directors  in 

§64,500  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  and  great  value  of 

Leaving,  of  the  income  of  the  present  year,  nbout  i  the  stock,  that  although  the  stock  is  now  at,  or 
§61,000  unappropriiited.  above  par,  and  there  could  be  no  difhculty  in  selling 

In  April  last,  Lttlelon  \V.  Tazewell,  esq  by  iiis  new  stock  to  any  extent,  tiiey  believe  it  to  be  more 
letter,  (marked  A.)  declined  to  accept  the  ofiice  of  advantageous  to  the  present  stackholdei-s,  to  borrow 
a  director  of  the  board  of  public  works;  an  1  the  money  for  completing  the  wrrk,  to  be  repaid  out 
board,    at   their    meeting    in  July   last,  appointed   of  liie  profits,  rather  tlian  to  admit  other  stockhold- 


George  Newton,  esq.  of  Norfolk,  to  supply  the 
vacancy,  who  has  accepted,  and  acted  under  the  ap- 
pomtment. 

The  period  for  which  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  former 
engineer,  was  engaged,  exp'red  on  the  5  h  of  M.iy 
last,  and  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue 
longer  in  the  service  of  the  board.  At  a  meeting 
of  tlie  board,  early  in  July,  Mr  Tluinuis  Moore  was 
appointed  tlie  successor  of  .Mr.  Haldwin.  After  the 
passing  of  the  resolution  of  the  25Ui  of  February  last, 
ilirecting  a  survey  of  Jatnes'  nvcr  and  its  branches, 
the  residue  of  tlie  period  for  whicii  Mr.  Baldwin 
was  engaged  was  too  siiort  to  enable  iiim  to  execute 
tiie  duly  prescribed  by  tlie  legislilure;  but  im- 
mediately upon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Moore,  he 
Was  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  survey  of  tiie  Jimss' 
river  and  its  branches,  accordinjj  to  tlie  directions 
contained  in  the  resolution  ot  the  legislature,  uud 
he  has  since  been  diligently  engagtd  in  executing 
that  duty,  which  he  has  completed  is  to  James'  I'ivt-r 
and  part  of  its  branciies.  His  maps,  surveys,  ana 
report  are  not  yet  prepared;  but  they  will  be  pre- 
pared, it  is  believed,  in  good  time  to  enaoL  the 
legislature  to  act  upon  liiem  during  the  preseiU 
siession.  The  highly  interesling  suojecls  of  tiie 
J  inies'  liver  navigation^  ami  the  roin;.'inpl.i'ed  con- 
i.eclion  hfttween  .he  J.iiiies'  river  and  Keiiltawa,  will 
be  prcsentea  to  the  iegidlaiure  in  a  supplcmenial 
report. 

The  experience  of  the  hoa:d  of  public  works  hits 
shown  tliul  the  [jeriod  pre-cribed  by  law  for  liie 
unnu'il  nici'litig,  is  inconveirh-iil.  The  engineer  can- 
ivot  ni.ike  h.s  n  ports  to  ilie  board  at  that  time,  wilh- 
out  abandoning  his  woili  h\  tiie  field,  at  a  season 


ers.  They  have  accordingly  made  an  application  to 
the  board  of  public  works,  for  a  loan  ot  #50,000,  'is 
will  appear  by  their  resolutions,  (marked  F  )  SucU 
an  arrangement  is  not  within  the  i)Ower  of  ihe  board;. 
But  this  work  is  recommended  to  the  patronage  of 
the  legislature,  as  worihy  of  any  aid  which  the 
legislature  can  give  it,  consistently  with  the  exist- 
ing claims  upon  ihe  fund  for  internal  improvement, 
and  such  other  appropriations  us  the  legislature 
may  have  in  view.  This  is  almost  the  only  object 
of  internal  improvement,  v/hich  the  lower  district 
of  Virginia  presents;  and,  although  the  boatd  of 
public  works  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining 
wh -ther  the  sanguine  expectations  of  the  company 
will  be  rei'lized,  that  the  traae  of  the  Koanoke  and 
Arbeniarle  Miuno,  will  piss  through  this  channel,  yet 
if  this  expectation,  which  does  not  appear  lo  be  un- 
founded,  should  be  dis-ippointed,  it  is  still,  (not  to 
say  any  thing  of  its  value  in  a  ii./tional  point  of  view,) 
an  iniportiUit  work  to  Norfolk  :ii;eclly,  and  indirectly 
to  tlie  greater  ])art  of  lower  Virginia.  To  Norfolk 
directly,  by  conveying  to  tliH.i  market  great  quantities 
of  lumber,  naval  stores,  and  materials  for  ship  build- 
ing. 'I'o  the  lovver  parts  of  the  state  indirecily,  by 
},iving  Uiem,  in  the  increase  of  Norfolk,  a  great  and 
growing  m.irket  for  all  their  coinniodides,  .»nd  thus 
!  Hording  a  new  stimulus  to  iiuUisiry  ana  enierprize. 
Tne  whole  of  the  siock  of  the  R  .ppuhaimock  com- 
puiy  is  not  yet  sub.scnbed,  but  e.'vpectaiions  are 
nlertained  by  thos;  who  are  engigeu  in  tli.aentcr- 
[)rizp,  tiiat  the  stock  Will  be  subsci  lixd  in  the  course 
ol  the  next  sprin„,  an;!  sucli  ..rraiij; -n'tnis  made 
duriii;^  the  succeeding  sunmier,  ;;s  will  .  luible  i.^e 
company  to  call  upon  the  board  of  public  wori-.";. 
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at  ihe  next  annual  meeting,  for  the  appropriation 
heretofore  made  to  that  object. 

It  will  appeal-  Ji-oni  tlits  letter  of  gen.  Joiin  G. 
Jackson,  (marked  G,)  that  three-fifihs  of  the  stock 
of  the  Monongalia  navigation  com|).iii},  lus  been 
subscribed,  in  consequence  of  which,  tlie  board,  .-l 
the  last  annual  meeting,  passed  a  re.soluUon,  a  copy 
of  winch  is  annexed. 

The  letter  of  Richard  N.  VVnahle,  (marked  1,) 
will  disclose  the  condition  of  the  Appomalox  canal 
compan}-. 

No  report  has  been  made  by  the  Potomac  canal 
company.  The  board  of  public  work>  have  no  means,  j 
but  bv  solicitation,  of  acquiring  inforniaiion  as  to  the  | 
conJilion   and  progress  of  tlie  several  works,  in  j 
which  the  tiind  for  internaliniprovement  is  interest- 
ed, and  as  to  which  they  are  required    by    law   t0| 
make  a  report  annually  to  the  legislature.     Hereto- j 
fore,  the  information  required  hns  been  procured  , 
from  tlie  several  companies  without  diffictdty,  and 
the  present   omission   on  the  part  of  the  Totomac 
coniiJuny  lias  prob.ibly  arisen  from  accidental  cnuse?*. 
The  subject  is  only  noticed  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
gesting to  the  legislature  the  expediency  of  a  legal 
provision,  enforced  by  adequate  sanctions,  requir- 
ing of  ill  companies  with  which  the  board  of  pub- 
lic works  may  hereafter  connect  itself,  to  make  to 
the  board  an  annual  report  of  the  circumstances  of  I 
the  company,  and  progress  of  its  works,  and  to  p:»y! 
into  the  treastu-y,  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  for  in-] 
lernal   improvement,   any   dividends   to   whieli  the! 
board  of  public  works  may,  from  time  to  time,  be' 
entitled.  I 

The  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Shenandoah ! 
company  (m-trked  K,)  gives  a  gratifying  account  of  | 
the  prospect.s  of  that  company,  an-l  contains  a  sug-j 
ge.-itidii  in  relation  to  the  s"ate  of  the  Potom;iC  below] 
the  junction  of  Shenandoah,  well  worthy  of  atten-l 
tion.  The  labors  of  the  Shenandoah  company  will  I 
be  in  vain,  unless  in  some  way  the  fotoniac..  below  | 
themontii  of  that  river,  can  be  rendered  conveniently  | 
navig.ible. 

The  letter  from  Jonah  Thompson,  treasurer  ofj 
the  Littlfe  River  turnpike  company,  (marked  L,) ; 
slwws  that  work  to  be  nearly  or  quite  completed,! 
and  that  the  slock  will  probably  in  future  be  very  I 
pro  luctive. 

I\Ir  Baldwin,  after  completing  the  survey  of  the 
uppfT  part  of  James'  river,  and  of  a  route  from  the 
iroull;  of  Dunlap's  creek  to  the  great  falls  of  the 
Kenawha,  and  of  the  Kenawha  below  the  falls,  and 
making  his  report  thereupon,  at  the  inslatice  and 
expense  of  the  Richmond  dock  compnny,  was  engig- 
ed  ill  making  a  survey  and  plii  of  the  dock,  and  a 
survey  ot  James'  river,  from  Rocketts  to  Warwick 
His  report  upon  that  subject  is  marked  M.  He 
also,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  the  association  in 
Petersburg',  surveyed  the  route  of  a  contemplated 
canal,  between  the  Ro.noke  and  Appomattox:  his 
report  thereupon  is  m^'.rkcd  N.  He  also  surveyed,  at 
the  request  aiid  cost  of  an  association  at  Alexandria, 
the  route  of  a  contemplated  canal  from  Goose  creek 
to  Alexandria,  which  w  .s  found  impracticable,  and 
the  project  abandoned  by  the  parties.  His  report 
on  that  subjtci  is  not  annexed,  being  considered  as 
tiseless. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  a  letter  from  John 
Brockenbrough,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  R.ch- 
mond  d.)ck  company  (marked  O.  and  P.)  was  laid 
before  tlie  board,  in  consequence  of  whicti  the  boarc. 
enterd  into  a  resolution,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
(marked  Q.)  At  the  present  meeting,  Ur.  John 
Adams,  in  behalf  of  liie  company,  laid  before  the 
board  a  plan  of  the  works  of  the  dock  company. 
Sup.  to  Voij,  XV.  F 


v/h  ich  ar.  in  great  forwardness,  and  a  report  (marked 
R  )  The  board  of  public  works  iiave  investigated 
tins  subject,  .tnd  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  v.ork  is  of 
of  grent  inijjortance  and  value,  not  only  to  the  city 
of  Echmoiid,  but  to  tlie  country  on  James'  river, 
above  and  below  the  fall. ,  since  every  thing  which 
dimiiiishL-s  the  expense  of  the  (r.-nsportaiion  of  pro- 
duce to  it.s  uhimale  and  consuming  market,  in  some 
degree  enhances  its  value  in  the  hands  of  the  grower. 
'I'lie  work  is  ascerlainpsl  to  be  practicable,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  prufiis  of  the  stock  will  only  be 
limited  by  the  rate  prescribed  by  lnw,  to  wit,  15 
per  centum;  since  not  only  the  greater  part  of  the 
products  pas.^ing  through  the  James'  river  canal-— 
upon  which  the  James'  river  compan\  received,  in 
the  year  1817,  tolls  to  the  amount  of  ^34,370  57, 
Will  pass  through  the  dock,  upon  which  the  dock 
compmy  will  be  entitled  to  tolls  but  little  short  of 
i\*Q.  tolls  of  the  James'  river  comp;^ii_\;  but  produce 
to  a  great  extent  which  comes  (o  Richmond  by 
waggons,  will  be  exported  through  the  same  chan- 
nel. The  company  will  mcreover  be  entitled  ta 
tolls  upon  all  foreign  commodities  carrying  isp  the 
river,  and  p..ssing  through  the  dock,  and  upon  the 
%'essels  themselves,  whilst  more  than  one  half  of  the 
expen.se  of  the  transportation  of  commodities,  to  and 
from  Rocketts,  will  be  saved.  Tlie  company  will 
also  have  other  sources  of  revenue  in  the  rents  of 
wharves  and  water  for  working  various  machinery- 
It  is  believed  that,  with  the  assistance  ofasubscrip. 
tion  by  the  board  of  public  works  of  ^50,000^  pay- 
able in  four  uinual  instalments,  the  works  in  the 
course  of  the  next  year  will  be  in  a  situation  to  btf 
useful  and  profitable,  and  in  less  than  four  year.s 
completed.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  the 
legislature  to  patronize  this  work  by  authorisicj^ 
the  board  of  public  works  to  subscribe  to  its  stock 
^50,000,  p  yable  in  four  equal  annual  instalmt-nts. 
Tne  subscription  to  be  made  upon  the  terms  and 
conditions  prescribed  by  the  act  creating  a  fund  for 
internal  improvement. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  board  of  pub- 
lic works  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  legislature, 
whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  appropriate  such  a 
portion  of  the  income  of  the  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement, not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  annual 
income,  to  the  aid  of  turnpike  companies,  as  that 
wnilst  it  shall  produce  an  immediate  advantage  to 
many  considerable  districts  of  country  which  cannot 
otherwise  receive  any  direct  bent-fit  from  the  fund, 
shall  not  obstruct  the  execution  of  other  more  im 
portmt  and  extensive  works.  This  policy  seems  to 
be  recommended  by  the  considerations,  that  exten- 
sive districts  cmiiol  otherwise  participate  directly 
in  the  benefits  of  the  fund,  and  that  all  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  works  on  a  small  scale  wdl  be 
speedily  reKllzed. 

If  the  legislature  should  adopt  tliis  policy,  then 
the  board  recommends  to  the  patronage  of  the  le- 
gislature the  Swift  Run  Gap  Turnpike  company, 
and  the  Leesburg  Turnpike  company.  The  first 
of  those  companies  has  already  completed  upwards 
of  twenty  miles  of  the  road,  and  cleared  the  road 
for  several  miles  further.  A  sub-sciption  of  ^46,000,"" 
on  the  part  of  the  board  of  public  works,  payabl« 
in  four  annual  instalments,  would  enable  them  to 
complete  the  road  This  sum  would  be  equal  to 
two  fif  lis  of  the  slock  of  t!ie  company,  ol  wlilcii 
three-fifths  are  already  taken  by  individuals;  a  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  this  company  is  ^uhjoined 
(mtirked  S.)  The  latter  of  these  comp.anies  has  also 
completed  a  consid'-rable  poi-tion  of  th.e  rop.d.  Mid  a 
subscription  by  the  boird  ot  puUic  works  of  $33,600, 
payable  in  four  ar,nua,l  instalments,  equal  to  two-fifths 
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of  the  stock  of  the  company,  of  which  three-fifths 
aie  ah-eudy  t:.ken  by  individuals,  would  enable  them 
to  complete  the  road:  a  statement  of  ihe  situation  of 
lliis  company  is  subjoined  (marked  T.) 

The  board  of  public  works  have  culled  tiie  atten- 
tion of  the  Icgislauire  to  such  otjjects  of  internal  im 


a  continent  of  vast  extent,  spread  out  beneath  eve- 
ry climate,  embracing  every  variety  of  soil,  and  in- 
halnted  by  a  mucli  injured  and  deg-raded  portion  of 
the  human  race. 

But  your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  ac- . 
knowiedging  that  they  derive  a  yet  stronger  in- 
proveniMit  as  appear  to  be  proper  for  the  public  jccntive  to  recommend  this  enterprise  to  the  coun- 
putronage.  If  the  whole  siiould  not  meet  with  the  i  tenance  and  favor  of  the  house,  from  considerations 
approbation  of  ihe  legislature,  they  will  have  it  in  Ipecuhar  to  the  United  States.  These  were  pre- 
tiieu'  power  to  m;.ke  a  selection  of  the  njost  import-  seiited  to  the  last  congress  by  the  report  to  which 
aut  tu  l!ie  public  interest.     To  enable  the  letisla-  vcur  committee  have  referred 


legi 
tme  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  the  pioposed  appro 
priations  upon  the  income  of  the  fund,  a  statement 
(marked  V.)  is  subjoined,  shewing  that  efl'ecl. 


and  they  deem  it  un- 
necessary, therefore,  to  press  them  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house.  They  caimot,  however,  forbear 
to  remark,  that  time  is  unceasingly  aggravating  all 


Ti^e  board  is  not  unmindful  of  the  important  con-;  those  domestic  evils,  for  which   the  memorialists 


sKKi-ations  coiuiected  with  the  navigation  oj'  the 
.Vimes'  river  and  Kenhawa,  and  the  connection  of 
the  waters  of  ihefie  rivers  by  some  convenient  mod-; 
of  comnumicatiou,  to  which  tiie  attention  of  the 
legislature  will  be  called  more  distinctly  in  a  sup 
picri:eiU<.!  ivport.  Ii  issuppnsed  iIihI  the  prelindnavy 
aiTangcnients  necessary  to  be  m.ide  before  any  woiki 
can  oe  actualiy  commenced  on  the  James'  "river  or 
Kenhaw.ior  the  iiuermediate  country,  if  the  legisla 
ture  .sJiould  direct  any  thing  to  be  done  in  that  re 
spect.  Will  consume  the  next  year. 

A  note  is  annexed  to  the  statement  Y.  shewing 
that    the    fund   will    bear,    without   impairing    the 


propose  the  only  competent  remedy,  and  that  the 
most  auspicious  circumstances  conspire  at  present 
to  promote  its  successful  application. 

Europe,  after  passing  tlirough  a  war  of  unprece- 
dented extent  and  calamity,  enjoys  a  repose  which 
she  has  rarely  know  n,  and  which,  for  the  honor  of 
humanity,  it  may  be  hoped  she  will  be  disposed  to 
signalize  by  some  act  of  distinguished  generosity. 
She  will  not,  surely,  be  content  with  a  mere  for- 
bearance of  farther  injr.sticc;  but  seek  to  repair  the 
\^•rongs  which  she  has  inflicted  upon  an  unhappy 
race  of  men. 

The   people  of  the  United  States  have  retired 


Oi-igiiKd  capital,  appropriations  additi(,iial  to  those ;  from  the  same  conflict,  to  enjoy  a  prosperity  which 
reonimended  in  this  repori,  of  ^60,000  per  annum,  I  has  never  been  surpassed  'in  the  history  of  the 
at.er  tlie  next  year,  until  1 822,  and,  afier  that  time,  j  world.  IJespected  abroad,  thev  possess  abundaitce, 
oj  abt.ui  SiULi.OOO  per  annum.  If  larger  sums  are  1  tranquillltv,  and  happiness  at  home, 
necessary  to  any  important  object,  some  of  the  most  j  A  surveV  of  such  blessings,  naturally  inspires  a 
y.duable  of  these  now  recomniended  must  be  passed!  sentiment,' the  existence  of  which  is  illustrated  not 

only  by  the  formation  of  the  society,  from  which 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMBS  P.  PRESTON,  Pres. 


Colonization  of  the  free  blacks. 

jRfpurt  i:J  tlie   Committee,    to  ivhum  ivas   referred  the 
.Meinurial  of  the  President  and  Board  of  JManagers 
of  tli,e  American  Societi/  far  c(jlonizing  the  free  pea- 
pie   of  color  of  the    L/nited    States — Head    in  the 
Uomse  of  liepresentutives  .ytril  Iti,  1818. 
The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
fnorial  of  the  "President  and    board  of  managers 
of  the   American  Society  for  colonizing  the  tree 
people  of  color  of  the  United  States,"  have,  accor'd- 
jag  to  order,   had  the  same  under  their  attentive 
consideration. 

Ileferrlng  to  the  memorial  itself,  and  to  the  re- 
bort  of  the  committee  on  the  slave  trade,  to  the 
l-lth  congress,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  a  new  interest  has  been  recently  imparted  to 
the  benevolent  enterprise  of  the  memorialists,  by 
the  prospects  of  a  speedy  termination  of  that  odi- 
ous trathc;  which  has  been  so  loii^-  the  crime  of 
Europe,  the  scourge  of  Africa,  and  the  affliction 
atid  iiisgrace  of  America.  Spain  and  Portugal  have 
at  length,  concurred  in  that  just  and  humane  [)oli- 
cyofthe  United  States,  which  (ireat-Pritalu  was 
the  hrst  to  imitate,  and  which  by  hvr  liberal  and 
unremitting  zeal,  she  has  successfully  extCHdcd 
throughout  the  civilized  world. 

So  far  as  the  civilization  of  Africa,  the  victim  of 
'.his  inhuman  traliic,  is  embraced  among  the  views 
of  the  memorialists,  the  removal  oi'this  formidable 
impediment  to  their  sticcess,  is  calculated  to  elevate 
the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  and  to  secure  to 
their  enterprise  a  larger  share  of  public  confidence. 
America  cannot  but  sym])athize  in  the  wish  to  re- 
dtcm  from  ignorance,  barbarism,  ;cnd  suporslition, 


this  memorial  proceeds;  a  society  embracing  indi- 
viduals of  every^  religious  and  political  denomina- 
tion, and  inhabitants  of  every  state  in  this  wide 
spread  union,  but  by  the  almost  unanimous  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislatures  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Ten- 
nessee, Georgia,  either  recommending  or  counte- 
nancing the  same  benevolent  object. 

It  caimot  be  supposed  that  the  liberal  and  en- 
lightened polic}-,  which  dictated  the  resolutions  and 
acts  of  those  particular  sratcs,  is  confined  to  them- 
selves alone.  Their  neighbors  alike  circumstan- 
ced, actuated  by  the  same  interests  and  feeling;}, 
will  be  conducted  lo  the  same  conclusions,  in  rela- 
tion to  questions,  not  only  of  vital  importance  to 
them,  but  in  tlicir  remote  bearing,  of  scarcely  less 
moment  to  the  st.ability  and  prosperity  of  the  union. 

The  auxihary  colonization  societies  which  arc 
daily  spring'ing  up,  in  other  quarters  of  the  United 
States,  evince,  that  if  the  feehngs  v.hich  animate 
thein,  were  local  in  their  origin,  they  required  only 
to  be  manifested,  in  order  to  awaken  the  sympathy 
and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  rest  of  Ameri'^ 
ca,  in  the  attainment  of  their  common  object. 

Your  committee  w  ould  not  thus  favorably  regar«il 
the  prayer  of  the  memorialists,  if  it  sought  to  im- 
pair, in  the  slightest  degree,  the  rights  of  private 
property,  or  the  yet  more  sacred  rights  of  personal 
liberty,  secured  to  every  description  of  freemen  la 
the  United  States. 

The  resHlution  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  the 
subsequent  acts  and  declarations,  as  well  as  the 
high  character  of  the  memorialists  themselves,  add- 
ed to  the  most  obvious  interest  of  the  states,  wh« 
have  recently  sanctioned  the  purpose,  or  recognised 
the  existence  of  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
tv,  exclude  the  remotest  apprehension  of  such  m- 
jusiicc' or  inhumanity. 

The  nxeinoriallsls  "propose  to  attain  the  nojlest 
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end  which  benevolence  can  concede,  by  temperate 
and  practicable  means. 

As  preliminary  to  their  success,  and  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  acts  of  the  government,  they  have,  at 
considerable  expense,  sent  out  agents  to  explore 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  select  a  seat  for  their 
contemplated  colony.  Those  agents  were  instruct- 
ed first  to  visit  Europe.  Their  reception  in  Eng- 
land, and  tlie  intelligence  which  had  been  received 
from  them  down  to  the  period  of  their  late  embark- 
ation for  Africa,  were  as  favorable,  as  coidd  have 
been  anticipated,  to  the  success  of  their  mission. 

This  success,  however,  cannot  be  complete,  un- 
til the  object  of  the  memorialists  Bhall  have  receiv- 
ed the  sanction,  and  their  eftbrts  the  aid  of  the  fe- 
deral government. 

If  their  memorial  does  not  furnish  sufficient 
ground  for  the  interposition  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture, in  their  behalf,  it  appears  to  your  committee, 
that  the  resolution  of  Virginia,  wliich  thlsy  beg 
leave  to  subjoin  to  tliis  report,  subsequently  sus- 
tained by  a  similar  resolution  of  Maryland  and  Ten- 
nessee, unquestionably  do  so. 

Whether  a  treaty  for  the  territory  of  the  propo- 


committee.  lliey  beg  leave,  however,  to  remark- 
that  the  beneficial  efTect  to  be  exjiectcd  from  any 
improvement  of  the  pre-existing  laws,  in  relation 
to  the  former  species  of  traffic,  which  commences 
its  enterprise  against  humanity,  and  foreign,  and 
remote  coast,  and  matures  it  on  that  of  America,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  elude  detection  by  ordinary  vi- 
gilance, must  depend  on  the  efforts  of  another 
branch  of  the  government. 

It  does  not  become  your  committee  to  do  more, 
in  relation  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  charged 
upon  them,  than  to  intimate  their  opinion  that  no 
act  of  legislation  whatever,  would  be  so  likely  to 
put  down  this  iniquitous  traffic,  as  the  nuihipiicri- 
tion  of  the  revenue  cutters,  upon  the  American 
shores  most  frequented  by  the  vessels  engaged  in 
it,  and  the  employment  of  such  part  of  t!ie  navy  as 
would  be  best  adapted  to  Such  service,  in  occasion- 
al visits  to  the  African  coast,  at  the  season  when  it 
isfrequcatedby  the  same  description  of  vessels. 

Your  Ciimmittee  ;!sk,  therefore,  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  2d  and  3d  le- 
sohuions,  to  which  tliey  have  referred,  and  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  the  house,  in  relation  to  the 


sed  colony  is  to  be  opened  with  the  native  tribes  of  j  first,  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Africa,   or  with  the  European  governments  whicli  |      Resolved,  That  the  President  o'fthe  United  States 


claim  cei'tain  portions  of  the  shores  of  that  conti- 
nent, it  is  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  a- 
lone,  that  such  negotiation  can  be  effected. 

The  several  states,  having,  by  their  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution  surrendered  the  power  of 
negotiation,  to  the  general  government,  have  an 
imdoubted  right  to  claim  the  exercise  of  that  sove- 
reign authority  for  their  benefit,  whenever  it  can 
be  exerted  consistently  with  the  welfare  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  add  another, 
to  them  a  very  solemn  consideration,  as  an  induce- 
ment for  the  exercise  of  this  authority  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virgi- 
nia. The  act  of  congress  v»hich  interdicts  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  subjects  the  citizens  of  the 
United  St.ates  who  engage  in  its  prosecution,  to 
merited  punishment,  has  left  the  unfortunate  be- 
ings, whom  the  violations  of  this  law  are  daily  cast- 
ing upon  the  American  shore,  to  the  separate  pro- 
visions of  the  respective  states  within  whose  juris- 
diction thev  may  chance  to  be  found. 


be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  t.ake  such  mea- 
sures as  hemay  d'j.  i.i  proper,  to  ascertain  whethe? 
a  suitable  territoiy  can  be  procured  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  for  colonizing  such  of  the  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  willing  to  avail 
themselves  of  such  an  asylum,  and  to  enter  i-ito 
such  negotiation  with  the  iiative  tribes  of  Africa,'or 
with  one  or  more  of  the  governmeiits  of  Europe  as 
may  be  necessary  to  obtain  such  territory,  and  to 
secure  to  the  contemplated  colony  every  advantage 
which  he  may  deem  esscRtialtoits  future  indepen- 
dence aijd  prosperity. 

"Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have 
repeatedly  sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the 
hmits  of  the  United  States,  for  such  persons  of  co- 
lor, as  had  been,  or  might  be  emancipated  under 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto 
found  all  their  efforts  frustrated,  either  by  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  other  nations  or  domestic  causes 
ecpudly  unpropitious  to  their  success; 


They   now  avail  themselves   of  a  period  wheVi 
lo  say  nothmg  ot  the  abstract  projn-iety  of  trans-  peace  has  healed  the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the 
ferring  such  an  authority  over  the  persons  and  lib-i  principal  nations  of  Europe  have   conr-i-r'red  witl- 


erty  of  these  foreigners  from  the  national,  to  the 
state  legislatiires;  entertaining  no  apprehension  that 
congress  will  be  rendered  thereby,  accessary  to  any 
act  of  cruelty  or  inhumanity;  it  must  be  yet  apparent, 
that  the  individual  states  luue  a  right  to  require  the 
aid  now  sought  to   be  obtained   from  the  general 


the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  abolishing 
the  African  slave  trade  (a  traffic  wliich  this  com- 
monwealth, both  before  and  since  the  revolution, 
zealously  sought  to  termin.atc)  to  renew  this  effort' 
and  do  therefore  Jieaolve,  That  the  executive  be  re 
quested  to  correspond  with  the  President  oflli". 


government,  in  order  to  enable  themselves  to  dis-]  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtainuig  a  terrl 
charge  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  without  a  viola- {tory  upon   the  coast  of  Africa,  or  at  some,  other 
tion  of  their  local  policy,  or  injustice  to  those  un-  place,  not  within  any  of  the  states  or  territorial  go 
fortunate  Africans,  placed  at  their  disposal,  by  tlie  ^  vernments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  a 
laws  of  the  United  States.  |sylum  for  such  persoTis  of  color,  as  are  iKav  fre'c 

\our  committee  were  instructed  by  two  other  re-  land  may  desire  tlie  same,  and  for  tliose  \A\o  may 
solutions  of  the  house  to  inquire  into  the  expedien-i be  hereafter  emancipnted  within  this  common 
cyof  making  more  effectual  provision  by  law,  for  we aUh;  and  that  the  senators  and  representative- 
preventing  the  p.articipation  of  the  citizens  of^of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
the  United  States  in  the  African  slave  trade,  and  be  requested  to  exert  their  best  efforts,  to  aid  tlio 
of  correcting  certain  abuses  which  .are  pr.actised' President  of  tjie  United  States  in  the  .attainment  of 
m  the  internal  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  above  object:  /^otvVv/,  Th.at  no  contract  or  .ar- 
Both  these  objects  have  been  accomplished  by' rangement  respecting  such  territory  shall' be  obli 
bills  whicn  subsequently  originated  in  the  other, gatory  on  this  connnonwealth  until  ratified  by  the 
branch    of   the    national    legislature,    and    wliich | legislature." 

came  down  to  the  house  of  representatives  uader;      Passed  bv  the  FIousc  of  Delegates,  Dec.   15tii-_ 
circumstances  which  ensured  to  them  an  eariier  de-'  by  the  Sf-na'te  with  an  amendment,  Dec.  20th— cop 
Wsion  than  would  liavQ  followed  a  report  from  your  '  ciirred  in  by  the  il.   of  Delegates,  Dec  '^!  V^.]'. 
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ColoniZ:  tion  Society. 

>77m;  American  Socit;:t/  for  Culonizin^  the  Free  Peo- 
ple bj  color  of  the  United  States,"    hehl  its  annual 

viceting  on   Saturday,  January  9th,  1819,  at  Dr. 

Laii.rie's  Church. 
In  the  absence  of  the   Hon.  Bushrocl  Washing'- 
ton,  I^resiiieiit   ot  ihe  Society,    the  Hon.    Henry 
CJay  presided. 

liie  meeting  v/as  opened  by  the  reading  of  the 
annual  Report  of  tlie  Board  of  Manag-ers. 

General  Jolin  Mason  being'  calk-d  to  take  the 
chair,  Mr.  Clay  withdrew  in  order  to  ofier  the  fol- 
lowing- resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Itesolvfd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed to  lay  before  the  cong-ress  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  L-ommittee  or  committees  which  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  either  brunch  thereof,  the  information 
\vluch  has  been  collected  throiigli  the  means  of 
this  society,  shewing' tiie  practicability  of  the  ob- 
ject of  its  institution,  and  to  respectfully  but  ear- 
nestly, solicit  (he  oountenance,  aid,  antl  support  of 
cong-ress  in  the  acconijihshment  of  tii at  object. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Key  compose 
the  committee. 

On  mclion  of  Mr.  Mills, 

Resolved,  una  ni  mi' I!  sly,  That  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
dety  be  presented  to  the  President  and  Board  of 
Managers,  for  the  zeal,  intedigeKce,  aiul  ability 
vhich  they  have  evinced  in  the  management  of  the 
concerns  of  the  Society  the  past  yeai-;  and  that  the 
report  of  the  Boardof  Managers  be  printed. 

The'SocieU-  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  ofhcers  for  the  present  year;  when  the  following 
persons  were  elected: 

The  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  President, 

TICE-FRESIDEN'TS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia; 

Hon.  Henry  Clav,  of  Kentticky. 

Hon.  William  Phillips,  of  Massachusetts. 

Col.  Henry  Kutgers,  of  New-York. 

Hon.  ,T()hn  E.  Howard,     "p 

Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,     (.  Maryland. 

jsaac  McKim,  Esq.  j 

John  Taylor  of  Caroline   Esq.  7    Vu-ginia. 

Gen.  John  Haitwell  Cocke,       >         ° 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 

Kobert  Kalston   Esq  )   .  Philadelphia. 

Hight  Rev.  Bishop   \Vhite,    5 

Gen.  John  Mason,  District  of  Columbia. 

Band.  Bayard,  Esq.  New-Jersey. 

51ANACERS. 


yrancis  S.  Key, 
Walter  Jones, 
Edmmui  1.  Lee, 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie, 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balch, 
Jtf.v.  Oljadiah  B.  Brown, 

Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.  Secretary. 

John  Underw  cod,  Recording  Secretary, 

David  English,  Treasurer. 


Rev.  William  Wilmer, 
Henry  Foxail, 
John  Laird, 
Rev.  ^'/illiam  Hawlcy, 
Will  am  H-  Fitzhugh, 
William  Thornton. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


pr.o>r  THK  nicHMOXD  compileii. 
America,  Europe,  tlie  whole  feeling  and  civilized 
V.  i)i';  •.  have  been  in  arms  against  the  Si.ive-trade. 
The  complaint  has  been  just,  and  the  remedy  is  in 
a  c<:  fise  of  operation.  Virginia  was  tlie  iirstto  for- 
bid it  by  her  laws.  The  Ujiited  States  have  solemn- 
ly interdicted  it  by  t'leir  constitution.  England  lias 
roused  liers-lf  in  liie  cause  of  humanity — and  tiea^ 
tits  are  regiilarly  .'»nd  earnestly  draughted   for  li- 


niiting  the  range  and  the   duration  of  this  abomi- 
.ia')le  traffic. 

Rut,  is  it  known  to  oil  our  readers,  that  an  evil  s„, 
affecting  in  the  eye  of  liunianity,  had  its  prii'C'jjal 
origin  In  the  bosom  of  one  of  the  most  humuiie  en- 
thusiasts that  ever  lit  upon  this  globe — that  it  wa.s 
Las  Casas,  the  friend  of  the  Indian,  who  org.inized 
tlie  servitude  of  the  African  into  a  regular  trade.^ 
Those  who  sow  the  wind,  know  not  always  how  to 
perceive  the  whirlwind  that'is  to  be  reaped.  I.aS' 
Cases,  in  the  spirit  of  a  false  enthusiasm,  sowed  a 
seed,  which  has  vegetated  into  a  Upas  tree  of  tlie 
most  frightful  dimensions  and  tlie  most  poisonous 
qualities. 

'I'he  history   of  the  slave  trade   is   briefly   tl;is.:- 
Witliin  a  few  years  after  the  discovery  of  America, 
the  native  Indians  were  rcdiiccdto  a  most  humilia- 
ting and  intolerable  sense   of  servitude   by  their 
Spanish  conquerors. — Humanity   shudders  at   the 
picture  v.iiich   history  presents  to  her.     We   are 
told,  that  when  Columbus  discovered  Hispaniola  in 
1 192,  the  numi)er  of  its  inhabitants  was  computed 
at  a  million.     In  the   space  of  fifteen  years,  tliey 
wei'e  reduced  to  sixty  thousand!     Their  constitu- 
tion was  too  feeble  to  support  the  labour  they  were 
doomed  to  by  their  Spanish   task-masters.     Their 
food  too  was  scaiity,  and  supplied  but  little   nou- 
rishment.— "M.iny  (s:i\s  Dr.  Robertson)  sunk  under 
the  fiitigue,  and  ended  their  \STetched  days.    Others 
prompted  by   impatience  and    despair,  cut    short 
their  lives  with  a  violent  hand.     Famine,  brought 
on  oy  compelling  sucli  numbers  to  abandon  tlie  cul- 
ture of  their  lands,  in  order  to  labour  in  the  mines, 
proved  fatal  to  many.     Diseases  of  various  kinds, 
some  occasioned  by  the  hardships  to  which  they 
were  exposed,  and  others  by  their  intercourse  with 
the  Europeans,  completed  the  desolation  of  the  isl- 
and."— For  a  short  time  a  miserable  substitvite  was 
found  for  this  decreasing  population  in  the  trans- 
porta'ion  of  the  nallvesof  the  Lucayo  islamls  to  His- 
panioia,  under  the  pretence  of  ci\"ilizing   and  con- 
verting them  with  more  facility.     Thus  is  the  name 
of  the  sticred  God  eternally  prostituted  to  the  vile 
purposes  of  man!  Forty  thousand  of  these  simple 
Lucayans  were  decoyed  into  the  island,  oidy  "to 
mingle  their  groans  and  tears"  with  those  of  the  op- 
pressed residents  of  the  island. 

By  degrees,  all  the  indulgencies,  originally  grant- 
ed to  the  Indian,  v.ere  done  away. — "The  small  gi'a- 
tuity  paid  to  them  as  tlie  price  of  their  labour  was 
withdrawn;  and  at  the  same  time  the  tasks  imposed 
upon  them  were  increased.  Ovando  (a  S]5anish 
governor,)  without  any  restraint,  distributed  Indians 
among  his  friends  in  the  island.  Ferdinand,  to  whom 
the  queen  had  left  by  will  one  half  of  the  revenue 
arisinj^'  from  the  settlements  in  the  New  ^^■orld,  coii- 
feired  grants  of  a  similar  natui-e  upon  his  courtier.s, 
as  the  least  expensive  mode  of  regarding  their  ser- 
vices. They  farmed  out  tlie  Indians,  of  wliom  they 
were  rendered  proprietors,  to  their  countrymen  set 
tied  in  Hispaniola;  and  that  wretched  people,  being 
compelled  to  labour  in  order  to  satisfy  the  rapacity 
of  both,  the  exactitms  of  their  oppressors  no  longer 
knew  any  bounds." 

In  the  year  1517,  a  census  oT  the  Indians  in  His- 
paniola was  taken,  and  it  was  found  tiiat  in  nine 
years  they  had  dwindled  from  sixty  to  fourteen 
thousand.  For  this  miserable  remnai»t,  there  \yas 
no  touch  of  humanity  in  the  bosom  of  the  Snani.sh 
government.  They  were  cast  into  separate  lots, 
and  bestowed  upon  .such  as  v.ouH  give  the  highest 
Ijrices for  them. 

The  Ecclesiastics  soimdcd  the  alarm — they  dc 
nounced  these 


proceedings  in  tlie  B'lost 


indignai. 
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'crms.  Tlie  Dominicans  in  particular  remonstrated 
against  the  reparlimientos,  or  distributions.  The  dis- 
pute was  rcftrred  to  the  cabinet.  The  evil,  how- 
ever, went  on,  in  spite  of  the  pulhatives  which  were 
Jittempted  to  be  applied.  In  this  state  of  things  Las 
Casas  appeai'ed  on  the  theatre  of  action. 

Dr.  Hobeilaon  describes  him,  as  a  native  of  Se- 
ville, and  one  of  the  clergymen  sent  out  with  Co- 
lumbus, in  his  second  voyage  to  Hispaniola,  in  or- 
der to  settle  on  that  island. — He  early  adopted  the 
opinion  most  prevalent  among  the  ecclesiastics — 
became  the  avowed  patron  of  the  Indians;  in  whose 
behalf  he  exerted  all  the  abilities  he  possessed  and 
all  the  influence  attached  to  his  character. — He 
laid  his  complaints  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  The 
ti^ibjeet  was  referred  to  commissioners,  who  visited 
the  scene;  they  reported  in  favor  of  the  repartimien- 
ti)s,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Spanish  inhabitants 
were  too  few  to  work  the  mines  and  cukivate  the 
country;  and,  that  "if  they  were  deprived  of  the  la- 
bour of  the  natives,  they  must  instantly  relinquish 
their  conquests,  or  give  up  all  the  advantages 
which  they  dei'ived  from  them." 

Las  Casas  was  dissatisfied.     He  proposed  various 
schemes  for  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  In- 
d'tans:  but  he  was  uniformly  met  b}'  the  objection, 
tliat  the  improvement  of  America  could  not  be  car- 
ried on,  "unless  the  Spanish  planters  could  command 
the  labour  of  the  natives."     To  obviate  this  objec- 
tion, he  sowed  the  seed  of  the  slave  trade.     He 
proposed  to  purchase  a  sufficient  number  of  natives 
from  the  Portuguese  settlements  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  and  to  transport  them  to  America,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  employed  as  slaves  in  working 
the  mines  and  cultivating  the  ground.     One  of  the 
tirst  advantages  which  the  Portuguese  had  derived 
from  their  discoveries  in    Africa,   arose  from  the 
trade  in  slaves.     As  early  as  the  year  1503,  a  few 
negro  slaves  had  been  sent  into  the  New-World. 
In  the  year  l.'^ll,  Ferdinand  permitted  the  impor- 
tation  of  them  in   greater  numbers.     They  v.ere 
found  to  be  a  more  robust  and  hard)'  race  than  the 
natives  of  America.     They  were  more  capable  of 
enduring  fatigue,  more  patient  under  servitude,  and 
the  labour  of  one  negro  was  computed  to  be  equal 
to  that  of  four  Indians.     Cardinal  Ximenes,  howev- 
er,  when  solicited  to  encourage    this    connnerce, 
peremptorily  rejected  the   proposition.      But  Las 
Casas,  from  the  inconsistency  natural  to  men  who 
hurry  with  headlong  impetuosity  towards  a  favorite 
point,  was   incapable   of  making  the  distinction," 
which  evidently  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  tlie  trans- 
action.    "In  the    warmth  of  his  zeal  to    save   the 
Americans  from  the  yoke,"  he  pronounced  it  expe- 
dient to  curry  on  a  trade  with  the  natives  of  Africa. 
His  plan  was  adopted.     "Charles  granted  a  patent 
to  one  of  his  Flemish  favorites,  coirtaining  an  exchi, 
sive  riglit  of  importing  4000  negroes  into  America. 
He  sold  his  patent  (continues  Dr.    Robertson)  to- 
some  Genoese  merchants  for  25000  ducats,  and  they 
were  tlie  hrst  who  brought  into  a  regular  form  that 
commerce  for  slaves  between  Africa  and  America, 
which  has  since  been  carried  on  to  such  an  amazing 
extent" — And  whicli  let  us  repeat,  Virginia  was  the 
first  to  interdict  by  hev  laws,  and  tiie  United  States 
by  a  solemn  provision  in  their  constitution. 


Legislature  of  Mnssachiisetts. 

GOVERNOR?S  MESSAGE. 

gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  mid 

Gentlemen  nf  tlie  Houne  of  Represejitntiven, 
,    Having  been  informed  by  your  joint  committee 

that  {lie  two  b;"tncl;os  of  th;;  legislature    are  read}- 


to  receive  tlie  customary  communications,  I  avail 
myself  of  the  occasion  to  welcome  3'our  return  to 
this  ancient  seat  of  legislation,  to  pledge  to  you  tU» 
assurances  of  my  ready  concurrence  in  t!ie  adop- 
tion of  any  measures  which  may  pi-omise  utility  to 
the  public,  and  to  congratulate  you  on  the  continu- 
ed prosperity  of  tlie  commonwealth,  and  of  our  na- 
tion. It  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  your  feelings, 
as  it  has  been  to  mine,  to  observe  the  assurances  of 
the  first  P"unctionary  of  the  United  Stales,  tha.t 
"Commerce  is  flourishing,  that  the  revenue  has 
exceeded  tlie  most  iavorable  anticipation,  and  that 
peace  and  amity  are  preserved  with  foreig-n  nations* 
on  conditions  just  and  honorable  to  our"  country." 
The  completeness  of  our  pohtical  and  secular 
enjoyments,  however  it  may  repress  the  hope  of 
tiigher  attainments,  admonishes  us  of  our  obliga- 
tions to  preserve  them.  The  annals  of  our  country 
testify  that  for  almost  two  centuries  a  struggle  has 
been  maintained  to  establish  governments  founded 
on  the  natural  rights  of  men.  This  struggle  has 
been  successfully  terminated  only  by  the  present 
generation;  and  we  who  have  been  the  last  actors, 
owe  it  to  our  children  and  heirs,  the  transmission 
of  the  inestimable  acquisition. 

The  augmentation  of  the  population  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  a  singular  phenomenon  in  the  history 
of  nations.  In  the  space  of  forty  years  we  liavc 
witnessed  more  tlian  a  triplif-ation  of  our  numbers. 
Even  the  primitive  states  have  experienced  an  aug- 
mentation, wliile  continual  emigrations  have  fur- 
nished a  youthful  and  vigorous  population  for  new 
states.  Thus  have  been  formed,  and  arc  progres- 
sively forming,  additional  common^  ealths,  con- 
structed upon  the  original  models;— the  principles 
of  liberty,  the  habits  of  order,  and  the  arts  of  peace 
and  civihzation  are  rapidly  spreading,  and  lands 
lately  unexplored  are  teeming  with  the  luxuriant 
and  gainful  products  of  improved  culture. 

Our  numerical    increase,  hov/ever,  is   not  to  be 
assumed  as  the  ratio  of  melioration  in  the  acts  of 
life.     Agrlcidture,  and  many  of  the  manufacturing 
arts,  have  improved  in  much   greater  proportions: 
and  it  is  with  pleasure,  not  unmingled  with  pride, 
that  we  can  particularly  recognize  the  high  degree 
of  perfection  to  which  some  "branches  of  tlie  ma- 
nufactures of  this  state  have  attained.     The  delicate 
and  Iieautiful  fabrics  of 'cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
and  the  elegant  specimens  of  cut  glass,  exhibited 
to  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Society  at  Brigli- 
ton,  in  October  last,  reflect  honor  on  the  artists  aiid 
our  country.     They  do  more:  they  demonstrate  our 
capacities  for  prosecuting  successfully  some  of  tlie 
most  useful  branches  of  maiuitactures  from  domes- 
tic materials,  and  inspire  the  hope  that  at  no   far 
distant  period,  our  domestic  demands  and   sup|)ljes 
willbe  commensurale.     The  facilities  with  wliich 
Massachusetts  abounds  for  efiocting  a   vast  exfen- 
tion   to  these  and  many  other  kinds    of  manufac- 
tures are    satisfactory  jiledges  of  their  future   at- 
tainments.    And  I  may  add,  that  the  numerous  and 
inexhaustible  sources  of  water  power,   in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  superadded  to  extensive  tracts   of 
fertile  soil,  and   unequalled   Jidvantages  for   inland 
as  well  as  marine  navigation,  designates  that  coun- 
try as  the   destined  seat  of  improvements,  and  of 
wealth.     Peace  and  good  governments,  witli  which 
under  the  smiles  of  heaven  we  are  blessed,  will  ac- 
celerate that  desirable  period. 

While  adverting  to  these  objects  I  might  notice 
many  otlier  branches  of  nianulFactures  aiad  nsefvil 
labor,  which  give  eir.ployment  I0  numerous  arti- 
zans  and  tiieii-  families,  are  in  a  state  of  progressive 
inuirovciii.ent,  and  tlie  soorc-- of  public   conven:- 
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ence  and  domestic  comfort.  But  I  will  detain  you 
only  a  moment  on  one  of  the  most  important  branch- 
es of  the  useful  arts — Naval  Architecture.  Noth- 
ing, I  am  sensible,  need  be  urged  to  impress  your 
■minds  with  a  sense  of  the  inestimable  value  of  this 
art  as  a  source  of  private  wealth,  of  public  revenue 
and  national  aggrandizement:  And  1  should  hardly 
venture  to  suggest  the  subject  were  it  not  from  a 
serious  conviction  of  the  deep  interest  the  people 
of  this  state  have  in  this  great  brancli  of  produc- 
tive labor  and  political  economy.  The  official 
statements  of  the  department  of  the  treasnry  assign 
■to  Massachusetts  about  one  third  part  of  the  whole 
amount  of  tonnage  of  tlie  United  States.  To  main- 
tain tliis  ratio,  and  if  practicable  to  increase  it,  an 
inquiry  into  t!ie  means  of  doing  it,  and  especially  an 
examination  of  the  productiveness  and  permanence 
of  the  sources  whence  the  materials  for  ship  build- 
ing are  to  be  derived,  becomes  nccessaiy.  Their 
abundance  heretofore  has  led  to  prodigality  and 
waste.  Ship-timber  is  daily  becoming  less  plenty; 
and  the  increased  demand  suggests  the  ex)}ediency 


circumstances  of  the  different  sections  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to   their  relation  with  foreign  na- 
tions, could  impart  such  force  and  activity  to  the 
energies  of  our  citizens  as  is  now  witnessed?  By  a 
happy  adaptation,  and  faithful    execution  of  com- 
mercial regulations,  the    several  departments    of 
agriculture,  of  the  fisheries,  manufactures,  naviga- 
tion and  trade,  are  in  a  state  of  vivid  action,  mutu- 
ally supporting  and  supported  by  each  other.     And 
so  accurately  do  the  several  great  branches  of  po- 
litical economy  appear  to  be  balanced,  that  any  es- 
sential cliange  in  the  adjustment  of  either,  might 
destroy  the  equilibrium. — P'acts  speak  a  language 
intelligible  and  decisive.     Tlie  lucrative  results  of 
oiu'  mercantile  intercourse  with  other  nations  can- 
not be  misconstru£d. — They  can  only  be  elaborated 
under  the  protection  of  good  laws,  by  the  entev- 
prize  and  professional  skill  of  our  citizens.     Capi- 
tal  is  the   offspring  of  trade;  and  by  encouraging 
the  fisheries  and  an  active  foreign   commerce,  be- 
sides that  a  prolific  source  of  seamen  for  the  nation- 
al navy  is  substantiated,  importations  from  other  na- 


if not  the  indispensable  necessity  of  artificial  aids' tions  yield  a  copious  revenue,  and  the  gains  of  the 
for  its  reproduction. — The  great  length  of  time  re- '■  merchant  constitute  afund  of  private  wealth,  which 
quired  for  forest  trees  to '  reach  maturity,  and  the  the  government,  faltlifal  to  its  engagements,  may 
little  attention  individuals  are  disposed   to    betsow  I  at  pleasiu-e  command. 

upon  interests  precarious  and  remote,  arc  conclii-j  If,  under  existing  regulations,  men  engaged  in 
sive  considerations  to  justify  the  interposition  of  commercial  pursuits,  are  seen  to  suffer  embarrass- 
legislative  encouragement.  Tiie  forecast  of  go-  ment  and  distress,  the  causes  rnu.t  elsewhere  be 
vernment  only  can  guard  tlie  body  politic  from  the 
evils  of  private  improvidence. — From  the  present 
limited  quantity  of  tlie  o;ik,  would  it  not  be  pru- 
dent at  least,  to  adopt  some  prospective  measures 
to  ensure  a  succession  of  that  essential  material. — 
The  prosperity  of  this  state  must,  and  the  safety  of 
the  nation  may,  at  some  future  jierlod,  be  seriously 
affected  by  a  destitution  of  so  important  an  ingredi- 
ent in  naval  architecture.  Might  not  a  moderate 
endowment  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, applied  to  this  specific  object,  be  competent 
■to  its  ultimate  accomplishment? 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  woollen  manu- 


sought  than  in  the  laws.  Trading  without,  or  on 
artificial  capital,  is  their  too  frequent  origin.  What 
agency  the  multiplication  of  banks,  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  bank  paper,  may  have  in  occa- 
sioning eventual  perplexity  and  failure,  I  am  not 
possessed  of  sufficient  data  to  enable  me  to  ascer- 
tain. Evils  of  this  class,  howevei',  occurring  in  dis. 
tricts  of  country  where  the  elements  ot  banking  ai"e 
comprehended  and  duly  appreciated,  and  where 
banks  ai-e  established  on  maxims  of  justice,  and  re- 
gulated in  their  operations  by  fair  and  honorable 
considerations,  must  be  transcient  ar.d  partial.  In 
situations  where,  much  business  being  done,  money 


factures  so  important  to  the  people  of  this  state  I  j  is  often  changing  hands,  and  individuals  may  be  be- 
am unwillhig  to  suffer  tlie  present  occasion  to  pass  j  nefited  by  short  loans,  the  utility  of  banks  seems  to 
without  referring  to  the  advantages  possessed  by  ]  be  conceded.  But  in  free  governments,  the  rights 
this  state  for  raising  and  improving  sheep.  How-  of  all  the  people  are  committed  equally  to  the  guar- 
ever  individuals  might  suffer  from  large  specula-  dian  care  of  the  legislature,  and  all  have  equal 
tions  in  Spanish  flocks,  their  introduction  ought  to  i  claims  to  its  protection.  Jlonopolies  and  exclu- 
be  considered  as  highly  auspicious  to  our  manufac-  sive  privileges  are  admissible  only  as  means  of  ob- 
turing  interests.  Should  this  subject  be  deemed  taining  some  great  good,  in  which  the  whole  com- 
worlhy  the  patronage  of  the  legislature  in  addition  |  munity  has  an  ultimate  interest,  and  which  can  by 
to  the  enc(mragement  given  tlu-ough  the  channel !  no  other  expedient  be  so  well  effected.  Hence 
of  the  agricultural  societies  of  the  state,  I  should  i  the  fitness  of  limiting  the  charters  of  banks  in  their 


cheerfully  concur  in  any  measures  calculated  to  ef- 
fectuate the  object 

To  regulate  commerce  is  the  exclusive  preroga 


duration;  and  license  likewise  the  duty  of  the  legis- 
latiu'e,  while  it  gives  perfect  security  to  bankbook, 
to  restrain  tliese  instit\itions  from  transcending  the 


commercial  regulations  must  stand  or  fall  by  its 
results.  Commerce  being  of  vital  importance  to 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  they  must  nccess.arily 
be  alive  to  whatever  can  accelerate  or  retard  its 
activity.     They  too,  ever  ready  to  render  the  tri 


ive  of  the  national  government.     Every  system  of  rules  of  justice   anl  g'ood  faith,  and  of  securing  the 

people  ;it  large  from  deception,  and  the  complica- 
ted evils  ofa  redundant  and  depreciated  paper.  In 
concluding  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  feel  sin- 
cere satisfaction  in  expressing",  what  I  deem  to  be 
due  to  tiic  banking  establishments  of  this  metropo- 
bute  of  gratitude  and  respect  vdien  it  is  due,  as 'Us,  and  of  Massachusetts  generally,  the  high  sense 
vigilant  to  guard  their  riglits,  derive  high  satisfac-  jl  entertain  of  the  correct  and  honorable  manner  in 
tion  from  the  nptional  system  of  commercial  laws  j  which  their  concerns,  in  times  of  peril  and  extreme 
tiow  in  successful  operation,  under  the  auspices  of  (pressure,  have  been  administered.  An  inflexible 
the  Illustrious  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  |  perseverance  in  the  principles  u])on  which  the  banks 
whose  admuilstration  connnands  our  confidence  ,  of  the  cornmonwcalth  were  incorporated,  is  iiuhs- 
und  our  approbation.  pensably  necessary  to  maintain  the  utility  of  those 

The  flourishing  and  happy  condition   of  our  be-   institutlon.s,  and  to  avert  the  mischiefs  which  a  de- 
loved  country,  both  p'.iblic  and  private,  is  the  best  reliction  of  those  principles  are  seen  to  produce, 
•timment  and  tlie  highest  eulogy  that  can  l)c  ad- 1      A  resolve  passed  tlie  legislature  on  the  loth  ot 
dressed    to  the    wisdom  of  our  uational  councils.  '  yebruary,  1818,  authori/.ir.g  the  governor,  with  the 
^Vhat  iiideeJ  but  wise:  la-vs — laws  adapted  to  the  ladvicc  of  council,  to  apijoint  and  commission  three 
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-suitable  persons  to  treat  with  the  Penobscot  tribe  collectors,  and  the  respectable  sumef  casli  on  hand 
of  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  in  the  treasury,  at  the  abovementioned  date,  are 
cicumstances  and  situation  of  the  said  tribe,  and  highly  creditable  to  that  department.  The  exhi- 
tlie  lands  they  possess,  and  devising  and  arrang'ing  bit  shows  that  the  treasurer. has  had  no  occasion  to 
some  means  for  improving  their  condition  as  men,  ^  avail  himself  of  any  part  of  the  50,000  dollars  he  was 
and  for  agreeing  with  them  for  a  rehnquishment  of,  authorized  to  bori'ow,  by  a  resolve  of  the  tenth  of 
their  right  and  claim  to  such  parts  of  the  land  on  June  last;  that  the  debt  of  the  state  is  reduced  to 
both  sides  of  the  Penobscot  river,  and  such  islands!  549,847  dollars,  13  cents;  that,  exclusive  of  bonds 
in  said  river,  as  the  tribe  now  possess  or  claim,  and '  and  notes  due  to  the  state  from  individuals,  the  trea- 
shall  be  inclined  voluntarily  and  freely  to  dispose  surer  holds  United  States  deferred  6  per  cent,  stock 
of,  for  a7i  equivalent  to  be  agreed  upon  with  them;  1 155,618  dollars,  89  cents;  new  6  percent,  stock 
and  for  other  purposes  specified  in  the  resolve.  |  9,901  dollars,  59  cents;  7  per  cent.  C9,187  dollars. 
Conformably  to  the  powers  vested  ia  me  by  the  '  and  of  3  per  cent.  249,187  dollars,  so  that,  estimating 
said  resolve,  the  hon.  Edward  II.  liobbins,  the  hon.  i  these  various  descriptions  of  stock  at  the  current 
Daniel  Davis,   and   the  hon.    Mark  Laugdou  Hill,  !  value,  they  would  produce   an  aggregate  of  about 


were  appointed  and  commissioned  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  intentions  of  the  legislature.  Tlie  com- 
missioners accordingly  proceeded  to  Bangor,  at  the 
time  assigned  in  the  resolve,  and  having  met  and 
•conferred  with  the  chiefs,  captp.ins  and  men  repre- 
senting the  whole  tribe,  on  the  29th  day  of  June, 
1818;  they  concluded  a  treat}-,  which,  with  some  ex- 
tracts of  a  letter  from  the  first  commissioner  of  the 

land  office,  dated  the  ninth  instant,  connected  with  j  must  necessarily  restrain  our  fiscal  operations  to  the 
the  subject  of  the  ti'eaty,  will  now  be  laid  before  |  support  of  government  and  the  payment  of  the  in- 
you.  terest  of  the  debt. — The  question  therefore  recurs. 

By  a  resolve  that  was  passed  on  the  18th  of  June,  whether  some  new  source  of  revenue  ought  not  to 
1818,  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  was  be  provided  by  the  commonwealth.,  for  the  payment 
authorized  and  requested  to  appoint  an  officer  of  j  ofthe  principal  of  the  debt,  forthe  encouragement 
the  mihtia  to  attend  in  behalf  of  the  conimon.wealth  i  of  agriculture,  the  fisheries,  the  arts,  and  otlier  ob- 
at  the  surrender  of  Moose,  Dudley  and  rrcderick  1  jects  of  public  improvement  and  general  utility, 


398,400  dollars;  consequently  the  total  amount  of 
the  present  debt  of  the  state,  and  that  at  five  per 
cent,  interest  per  annum,  laying  out  of  the  account 
the  exceptions  abovementioned,  and  including-  the 
abovementioned  stocks,  may  be  stated  at  about 
152,000  dollars. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  this  favorable  view  of 
the  treasury;  the  present  limited  system  of  taxation 


islaftds,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  in  relation 
thereto,  as  in  his  judgment  tlie  interest  and  dignity 
of  the  commonwealth  might  require.  Pursuant  to 
that  resolve  lieut.  col.  Henry  S;trgcnt  was  appoint- 
ed to  attend  the  surrender  of  thosa islands  by  the 
British  government,  to  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  accordingly  proceeded  to  Moose 
Island  in  company  v/ith  general  Miilei-,  who  was 
5.uthorized  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  the  same  in  their  behalf;  and  agreeably 
to  his  instructions  performed  the  duties  of  his  ap- 
pointment. A  copy  of  those  instructions  and  of  his 
report,  will  be  communicated  to  you. 

It  will  be  proper  for  me  to  state  tliat  the  compa- 
ny of  artillery,  and  the  company  of  light  infantry, 
at  Eastport,  are  re-organized;  and  that  the  muskets 
and  accoutrements  received  by  col,  Sargent  from 
the  officer  commandir.g  the  British  troops  at  East- 
port,  are  placed  in  tl\e  hands  of  the  selectmen  of 
that  town,  subject  to  your  directions.  After  pos- 
session w»s  obtaijied  of  the  several  islands,  as  above- 
mentioned,  a  preclamation  announcing  the  event, 
and  calling  on  all  the  citizens,  and  more  especially 
all  public  officers,  didy  to  notice  the  same,  was  is- 
sued; a  copy  of  which,  together  Avith  all  the  docu- 
ments referred  to  in  this  communication,  wifl  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  secretary. 

During  the  i-ecess,  I  received  a  letter  from  each 
of  the  governors  of  the  states  of  New-Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  Ohio  ami  Mississippi,  ac- 
companied by  suncb-y  resolves  of  the  legislatures  of 
those  states  respectively,  relating  to  several  propo- 
sed amendments  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
fitatee,  which  communications  are  now  submitted 
to  you. 

The  secretary  will  at  the  same  time  lay  before 
ypu  an  exhibit  of  the  sUite  of  the  treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month,  presented  to  me  by 
the  treasurer  for  your  inspection.  From  the  mag- 
nitude of  some  items  of  debts  due  to  the  common- 
U'calth,  you  may  probably  deem  it  advisable  to  in- 
stitute an  enquiry  into  their  astual  situation.  The 
small  ajnoinit  of  outstanding'  taxes  in  the  hands  of' 


which  should  be  worthy  of  herself,  and  serve  to  a- 
waken  into  greater  activity  the  resources,  and  the 
best  energies  of  the  state, 

JOHN  BROOKS. 
Council  Chamber,  Boston,  Jan.  14, 1819, 


Education. 

RErOllT    SUBMITTED  TO    THE    LEGISLATURE    OF    NOHTH 
CAttOLINA,    1317,  BY  A.  D.    MCBPHET. 

Tlie  committee  to  ichoin  luere  referred  so  mitch  of  the 
message  of  Ids  excellency  the  governor,  us  relates 
to  public  instruction,  repout  is  part — 
Tiiat  we  have  mucii  reason  to  thank  Providence 
for  the  arrival  of  a  period,  when  our  country,  en- 
joying peace  with  foreign  nations  and  free  from 
domestic  inquietude,  turns  her  attention  to  improv- 
ing her  physical  resources  and  the  moral  and  intet? 
iectual  condition  of  her  citizens.  The  war  of  party 
spirit,  which  for  twenty  jears  has  disturbed  her 
tpanquility  and  perverted  her  ambition,  has  terminat- 
ed; and  political  strife  has  yielded  its  place  to  an 
honorable  zeal  for  tlie  public  welfare.  Enlightened 
statesmen  will  avail  thems'elves  o{  this  auspicious 
period  to  place  the  fortunes  of  the  state  upon  a 
basis  not  lo  be  shaken;  to  found  and  to  cherish  in- 
stitutions which  shall  guaranty  to  the  people  the 
permanence  of  their  government,  and  enable  them 
to  appreciate  its  excellence.  The  legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  giving  to  their  ambition  an  honor- 
able direction,  have  resolved  to  improve  this  period 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  state;  to  adopt  and  carry 
into  effect  liberal  plans  of  internal  improvement^; 
lo  givs  encouragement  to  literature,  and  to  diffuse 
the  lights  of  knowledge  among  all  classes  of  tlxe 
community.  Let  us  foster  the  spirit  which  has 
gone  abroad;  it  will  lead  to  the  happiest  results. 
If  we  ourselves  should  not  live  to  witness  them,  we 
shall  at  least  have  tlie  satisfaction  of  having  con- 
tributed to  produce  them,  and  of  seeing  our  child- 
ren receive  from  uur  hands  a  country  growing  rich 
in  physical  resources,  and  advancing  in  moral  and 
iiiteUeclual  excellence.    This  is  the  true  way  of 
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giving  strength  and  permanence  to  the  government: 
of  giving  to  it  root  in  tlie  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
nurturing  it  with  tlieir  aiTeciions.  What  people 
will  not  love  a  governmsint  whose  constant  solicitude 
is  for  their  happiness,  and  wljose  ambition  is  to 
elevate  their  character  in  the  scale  of  intelligent 
beings.  Having  commenced  this  great  work  of 
Humanity,  let  us  persevere  in  it  with  a  patience 
that  shall  not  tire,  and  with  a  zeal  that  shall  not 
abate;  praying  to  the  Father  of  all  good,  that  he  will 
enlighten  and  direct  our  course,  and  finally  crown 
our  labors  with  success. 

Your  committee  have  entered  upon  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  with  a  full  conviction  of  their  im- 
portance, and  of  the  difiiculties  which  aUend  their 
discharge.  But  believing  that  let  the  subject  be 
taken  up  when  it  may,  those  difficulties  will  exist, 
and  avading  tiiemselves  of  the  light  thrown  upon 
the  subject  by  tiie  wisdom  of  others,  they  have  pre- 
pared u  system  of  public  instruction  for  North- 
Carolina,  uhich  with  much  deference  they  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. In  digesting  this  system,  they  have  adhered 
to  the  general  principles  of  the  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, submitted  by  a  committee  to  the  l.ist  legisla- 
ture; and  have  embraced  a  provision  for  the  poor 
as  well  as  the  rich,  and  a  gradation  of  schools  from 
the  lowest  to  the  highest. 

To  give  effect  to  any  general  plan  of  public  educa- 
tion, it  is  essentially  necessary  that  ample  funds  be 
provided,  and  that  the^e  funds,  and  also  the  execu 
tion  of  tike  general  plan,  be  committed  to  the  care 
and  direction  of  a  board  composed  of  intelligent  and 
efficient  men.  Your  committee  reserve  for  a  more 
special  report  their  views  with  respect  to  the. crea- 
tion of  a  fund  for  public  instruction.  Tiiis  subject 
requires  a  minuteness  of  detail,  v.hich  would  only 
embarrass  the  general  views  which  it  is  their  ob- 
ject now  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly. 

Your  committee  have  considered  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  them  under  the  followir)g  divisioas; 

1st.   The  creation  of  a  fund  for  public  instruction. 

2d.  Tiie  constitution  of  a  board  to  manage  the 
fund,  and  to  carry  into  executiou  the  plan  of 
pabhc  instruction. 

3d.  The  organization  of  schools. 

4lh.  Tlie  course  of  studies  to  be  prescribed  for 
e;ich. 

5lh.  The  modes  of  instruction. 

6th.  The  discipline  and  government  of  the  schools. 

7th.  The  education  of  poor  cJtildren  at  the  pub- 
lic expense. 

8th.  An  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Having  reserved  for  a  more  special  report  the 
creation  of  a  fund  for  public  instruction,  your  com- 
mittee will  first  submit  liieir  views  with  respect  to 
the  constitution  of  a  board  for  the  m.migement  of 
Ihis  fund,  and  the  execution  and  superintendence 
of  the  general  plan  of  educition  which  they  recom- 
mend. 

'J'he  boand  of  public  instruction. 

As  tlie  whole  community  will  be  interested  in  the 
plan  of  education,  the  members  of  this  board  should 
be  selected  from  dlifereiit  p.irts  of  the  state.  They 
will  liive  charge  of  all  our  literary  institutions;  and 
to  give  more  weight  and  respectability  to  their 
delioerations  and  resolves,  the  governor  of  the  state 
should  be-  placed  at  their  head.  It  will  be  their 
province  to  manage  and  apply  the  funds  committed 
to  their  care,  to  carry  into  e.\ecutlon  from  lime  to 
time  as  it  shall  be  found  practicable,  the  different 
parts  of  the  plan  of  pulalic  education;  to  superintend 
the  same  when  in  lull  operation;  to  prescribe  gene- 


ral rules  and  regulations  for  the  discipline  and  gor 
vernment  of  the  schools;  to  make  annual  reports  to 
the  legislature  of  their  proceedings  and  of  the  state 
of  the  schools  under  their  charge.-^ Your  committee 
do  therefore  recommend: 

1st.  That  there  shall  be  elected  by  joint  ballotr 
of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  six 
directors,  who  sliallbe  styled  "The  board  of  pub-, 
lie  instruction;"  that  three  of  the  directors  shall 
reside  at  or  to  the  eastward  of  the  city  of  Raleigh, 
and  three  shall  reside  atoV  to  the  westward  thereof. 

2d.  That  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall 
be  "ex  officio"  president  of  the  board;  but  the  board 
may  appoint  a  vice  president  who  shall  preside  in 
the  absence  of  tlie  governor. 

3d.  The  board  shall  appoint  a  secretary  and  such 
other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  conducting 
their  business,  who  sludl  receive  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  services. 

4th.  Uniil  otherwise  ordered,  the  members  of 
the  board  shall  receive  the  same  compensation  for 
their  travelling  to  and  from  the  place  of  tlieir  meet- 
ing;  and  the  same  "per  diem"  during  their  attend- 
ance on  the  board,  as  is  now  allowed  by  lav/  to  menif 
hers  of  the  general  assembly.  They  shall  hold  aA 
annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Raleigh  at  or  near  the 
time  of  di  #neeting  of  the  general  assembly.  The 
president  oi  ihe  board  may  at  his  own  pleasure,  or 
shall  at  the  recjuest  of  any  two  dn-ectors  thereof, 
convene  extra  meetings  of  the  board  for  the  transac- 
tion of  any  extraordinary  business.  A  majority  of 
ths  whole  muTiber  of  directors  shall  be  necessary  to 
constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
but  tiie  president  or  any  single  director  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  until  a  board  be  formed. 

5lh.  i'he  board  may  at  any  time  enact,  alter  op 
amend  such  rules  as  to  them  may  seem  proper  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  order  of  their  pro- 
ceedings; they  may  adjourn  for  any  period  or  meet 
at  any  place,  where  they  may  think  the  public  in'-, 
lerest  shall  require.  They  shall  have  power,  sub'- 
ject  to  the  limitations  to  be  provided  by  law,  to 
establish  and  locate  the  several  academies  directed 
by  law  to  be  established;  to  determine  the  number 
and  titles  of  the  professorships  therein;  to ex-4mine, 
appoint  and  regulate  the  compensation  of  the  several 
professors  and  teachers;  to  appoint  in  th"  first  in- 
stance, the  trustees  of  the  several  academies;  to 
prescribe  the  course  of  instruction  and  discipline  of 
the  several  academies  and  primary  schools,  accoinf- 
iag  to  such  general  rules  as  shall  be  established' by 
law;  to  provide  some  just  and  particular  mode  of 
advancing  from  the  primary  scfiools  to  the  academies', 
and  from  the  academies  to  the  university,  as  mati^ 
of  the  most  meritorious  chihlren  educated  at  tlie 
public  expense,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  for  pub- 
lic instruction  may  suffice  to  educate  and  maintain, 
after  the  whole  system  of  public  instruction  hereby 
recommended,  shall  have  been  put  in  operation;  te 
manage  the  fund  for  public  instruction,  and  apply 
it«  proceeds  in  carrying  into  execution  and  support- 
ing the  plan  of  education  committed  to  their  rare; 
aiid  in  giving  effect  to  this  plan,  the  board  shall,  it- 
giird  the  primary  schools  as  its  foundation,  and  care 
shall  be  t;.ken  that  the  procerds  of  the  fund  for  pub- 
lic iiistruciion.sitall  not  be  applied  to  the  esfabhsh- 
mentof  an\  academy,  so  long  as  it  is  probable  that 
sticii  an  application  may  leave  any  primary  schools 
unprovided  for.  Antl  the  board  shall  have  poWer 
to  enact,  alter  or  amend  such  hye-laws,  rules  Aftd 
regulations  relative  to  the  various  objects  (Committed 
to  their  trust,  as  to  them  may  seein  expedient:— 
Provided  the  same  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  laWS 
of  the  state;  and  they  shall  recommend  to  the  genfc- 
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Val  assembly  from  time  to  time,  such  general  laws 
111  relation  to  public  instrsiction,  as  may  in  their 
tipinioii,  be  C;<!cul  iled  to  promote  t!ie  intellectual 
and  moral  improvement  of  the  siale. 

6lli.  The  directors  of  tiie  boai-d  of  public  instruc- 
tion (or  'lie  time  b'lng  sliall,  ex  officio,  be  trustees  of 
the  university  of  this  state. 

7th.  The  treasurer  of  the  state  shall  Jiavechirge 
of  the  fund  for  public  instruction,  and  liie  proceeds 
thereof  sh.Ul  be  paid  Upon  Warr:ints  drawn  by  the 
president  of  the  board;  and  all  expenses  incurre, 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  system  of  public  instruc 
tioii  .lid  sup|>orting  the  same,  .shall  be  charged  up- 
on I  his  fund  and  |)aid  out  of  the  proceeds  tliereof. 

8th.  The  board  of  public  instruction  shallannu  dh 
'  submit  to  the  general  assembly  at  or  near  ihf  com 
-  inencement  of  iheir  session,  a  view  of  the  state  ot 

•  public  education  within  the  state,  embracing  a  his 
.  lory  of  the  progress  or  decleRsion  of  the  university 

in  the  year  next  preceding,  and  illustrating  its  actual 

•  condition  and  future  prospects;  and  also  setting  forth 
the  coniition  of  the  fund  committed  to  their  trust 
for  public  instruction. 

9tii.  Tlie  board  of  public  instruction  shall  be  a 
body  politic  in  law;  sii  dl  iiave  a  common  seal  and 
perpetual  succes?ion;  sliall  by  the  name  and  style 
of  "rhf  board  of  public  instruction,"  be  capable  of 

■  suiiif,'  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  beiii^-  implead- 
.  ed;  and  shall  hive  and  enjoy  all  tiie  rights  and  pri- 
..  vjleges  of  a  corporation. 

The  org-anzati'in  of  schools. 
Tn  arranging  the  system  of  scli(><;ls,  your  com- 
mittee have  endeavoured  to  make  the  progress  of 
education  natural  and  regular;  begiiiing  With  pri- 
mary schools,  in  which  the  first  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing iire  laurkt,  and  proceedmg  to  Academies,  in 
vvliicii  youth  ^rc;  to  be  inslrucled  in  l.iiigu.iges,  anci- 
ent and   modern  historyj    mathematrcs  and  otherj 

■  branches  of  science,  preparatory  to  entering  inio  the 
,  university,  in  whicli  insiiiictioii  is  to  be  given  in  all 

the  higher  branches  of  the  sciences,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  useful  arts. 

Ill  m.kiiig  ihis  arrangement  the  greatest  difficul- 

Jties  haveoccurred  in  org  ouzing  the  primary  sciiools. 

.; These  difHculties  arise  from  the  condition  of  the 
tiountry  and  the  state  of  its  population;  it  being 
found  impossilile  to  divide  the  state  into  small  sec 
tions  of  territory,  each  containing  :in  a  leqiiate  pop- 
ulation for  the  support  of  a  scl^ool.  Any  attempt 
to  di^de  the  territory  of  the  state  into  such  small 
sections,  with  a  view  of  locating  a  school  in  each, 

•  would  prove  uiiav.  iling;  and  however  desirable  it 
may  be,  that  a  school  should  be  established  con- 
venient to  every  family,  the  time  has  not  arrived 
when  it  can  be  done.  But  so  far  as  it  is  practicible 
to  extend  tiie  convenience  it  should  be  done.  Tliese 
primary  schools  are  of  the  first   importance  in  any 

.  general  plsn  of  piildic  education;  every  citizen  has 
an   interest  in   them,  as  the   learning   indispensible 

■  %&  all,  reading,  writing  :ind  aritiim  tic,  is  here  to  be 
taught.  By  julicious  man.igement  and  a  proper 
selection  of  books  for  children  while  they  are  learn- 
ing to  read,  much  instruction  in  their  moral  and 
eeligious  duties  may   be  given   to  them   in   these 

.sciviols.  Your  committee  have  diligently  examined 
:"the  different  jjlms  of  public  instruction  whi.  h  hive 
been  submitted  to  the  general  assembly  of  our  sister 
state,  Virginia,  and  also  those  which  have  been 
carried  into  effect  in  some  of  the  New-England 
states:  they  have  .dso  eximmed  the  plan  wliich  was 
drawn  up  and  adopted  by  the  national  convention  ot 
France,  and  v/hich  now  forms  the  basis  of  pulilic 
instruction  in  all  the  communes  of  tha'  empire,  and 


deriving    much    aid    fi-om 
Scr.  TO  Vot,  XV, 


this   e.iaromation  upon 


every  part  of  the  subject  referred  to  them,  they 
have  digested  a  system  winch  tiiej'  iiope  may  be 
found  to  suit  the  condition  of  Norik  Carolina.  ln\ 
designating  the  schools  of  difi'ercnt  grades,  thej 
have  adopted  the  names  in  common  use. — Your  com- 
mittee do  therefore  recommend  that  as  to, 
'J7ig primary  scftools. 
i.  EiCli  county  in  tins  state  be  dlvicted  into  two 
or  more  townships;  and  that  one  or  more  primary 
schools  be  established  in  each  tov.mship,  provided  a, 
lot  of  ground  not  less  than  four  acres  and  a  sufficient 
house  erected  thereon,  be  provided  and  vested  in 
tiie  board  of  public  instruction.  And  that  every 
incorporated  town  in  the  state  containing  more 
than  one  hundred  families,  shall  be  divided  into 
wards.  Such  town  containing  less  than  one  Inindied 
families  shdll  be  considered  a.s  forming  only  one 
wird.  Ench  w  ird  upon  conveying  to  the  board  of 
public  instruction  a  lot  of  ground  of  the  value  of 
two  hundred  dollars  or  upwards,  and  erecting  thf^re- 
on  a  house  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  sliall  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  bene- 
fits of  a  primary  school. 

2.  The  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessiohs!  shall 
annually  elect  for  eacli  tovvusinp  in  their  respective 
counties,  five  persons  as  trustees  of  the  primary 
schools  to  be  established  in  ^iich  township,  who 
shall  have  power  to  fix  the  scites  of  tlie  primary 
schools  to  be  established  therein,  superintend  an«l 
manage  the  same,  make  rules  for  their  gcrernment;) 
appoint  trustees,  appoint  t^achet-s,  and  remove 
tliem  at  pleasure.  Tliey  sliall  select  such  childreni 
residing  within  tli"ir  township,  whose  parents  arc 
unable  to  pay  for  their  .<jch  ooling',  w!io  shall  bti 
taught  at  the  said  schools  fir  three  years  without 
charge.  They  shall  repcrt  to  the  board  of  public 
instruction,  the  rules  which  they  may  adopt  for  the 
government  of  said  Schools,  and  shall  ann'uiily  f-p., 
port  to  the  said  board  the  state  of  the  schocis,  tlie; 
number  and  conduct  of  the  pupils,  and  their  pro- 
gress in  learning;  the  conduct  of  the  teacher  ami 
also  every  thing  connected  with  the  schools  of  any 
importance. 

3.  In  addition  to  the  ptipils  who  are  to  be  tat;ghfc 
free  from  charge,  the  teaci^ei  of  any  primary  school 
may  receive  as  many  other  si^holars,  and  at  the  rates,* 
vvfhich  the  trustees  of  the  school  may  establish;  and 
the  trustees  may  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  pupils 
educaied  at  the  public  espense^  such  books,  station^ 
ary  and  other  implements  for  learning,  aS  may  ba 
necessary. 

4th.  The  teacher  of  each  primary  scliorl  shalj 
receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  fund  for  public  instruct  ion. 

This  plan  for  establishing  primary  schools  is  sim- 
ple, and  Can  easily  b-e  carried  into  execution.  In 
divides  the  expenses  of  these  schools  between  the 
public  and  those  individuals  for  Whose  immediate? 
benefit  they  are  established;  it  sectires  a  regular' 
stijiend  to  the  teachers,  .sn  1  yet  holds  oiit  indi/ce- 
meuts  to  them  to  be  active  and  faithful  in  thei:* 
calling;  and  it  enables  every  neighbourhood,  whe-- 
ther  the  number  of  its  iniiabitants  be  few  or  many^ 
to  have  a  primary  school,  at  the  cheap  price  of  » 
small  lot  of  ground,  and  a  hmiae  erected  thereon 
sufficient  for  the  pUi  poses  of  the  School— Were  these 
sell  lols  in  full  operation  in  every  sec' ion  of  tlie  state, 
even  in  the  present  state  of  our  population,  ttior<? 
than  fifteen  thousand  children  would  be  annually 
latight  in  them.'  Tiiese  Schools  would  be  to  thij 
rich  a  convenience,  and  to  (he  poor,  a  blessing, 
Acadcmien. 

After  children  shall  have  gone  through  the  Course* 
, of  studies  prescribed  for  the  pi-imary  schools,  tlf^n 
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of  lliem  \vl\f>  are  to  be  further  advanced  in  ediica 
tion,  will  be  placed  in  tlie  Academic«,  where  ihey 
Will  be  in^truc^ed  in  Itr.guages,  ancient  and  moderH 
hisloiv,  mathematics  and  otlier  brandies  of  science 
prepari'firy  to  their  entering  mto  the  university. 
The  Acttdemies  sinll  be  located  in  different  dis- 
tricis  of  the  slate  for  (he  convenience  of  the  peo 


ment  thereof  assured  to  tlie  board  of  public  instruc- 
tion. 

5ih.  When  any  conveyance  of  the  lot  of  ground 
on  which  the  buildings  are  to  be  erected,  shall  be 
accepted  of  by  the  board,  they  shall  appoint  eleven 
persons  residing  within  the  district,  trustees  of  the 
.\cademy,  who  Kb.iU  be  deemed  a  body  corporate 


pie,  and  the  expenses  of  purchasing  suitable  scites  ,  by  such  title  as  the  boird  of  public  instiLUCiioii  shall 
and  ereclmg  thereon  the  nec-ssaiy  buddings,  shall  prescribe;  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  :!nd 
be.  divided  between  the  public  at  large  and  the  priviliges  of  a  corporation;  shdl  have  power  to  elect 
several  districts.  Private  liberality  has  of  late  ■,  president  from  their  own  body,  and  to  fill  all 
erected  many  small  Acalsmies  in  the  state,  which  vacancies  which  shall  occur  therein.  They  may 
deserve  the  consideration  and  patronage  of  the  le-  make,  alter  or  amend,  sucli  bye  laws,  rules  and  re- 
gislature.     From  the  benelits   which  have  accrued   guhlions,  as  they  shnll  deem  nec^ss  uy  or  expedient. 


to  the  public  from  these  snuU  Academies,  we  may 
form  an  opinion  of  tlie  gooil  wiiich  would  How  from 
larger  institutions  of  t!ie  same  sort,  if  regularly 
located  throughout  the  state,  and  aided  with  suit- 
able fund*.  The  state  of  learning  among  us  w.iU 
i)cver  become  respeci;ible,  until  we  have  such  re- 
gular Academical  institutions — Your  committee  do 
therefore  recommend, 

1st.  That  the  board  of  public  instruction  shall 
divide  the  state  into  ten  Acidemical  districts,  con- 
taining e.ich,  one  or  more  counties,  and  as  near  as 


for  the  government  of  their  own  body,  and  of  the 
professors,  teachers  and  pup- Is  of  the  Acideniy  of 
which  they  have  charge;  provided  they  be  not 
inconsistent  with  such  general  regulations  as  the 
board  of  public  instruction  may  provide  for  the  ge. 
neral  government  of  the  Academies  of  the  state. 

6ili.  Tlie  trustees  shall  provide  by  contract  for 
tiie  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  for  their 
Academy,  and  appoint  a  treasurer  who  shall  haVe 
authority  to  collect  the  several  sums  subscribed 
thereto,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  virtue  of 


practicable,  an  equal  number  of  white  population,  |  their  order  upon  the  board  of  public  instruction, 
and  number  the  districts  from  one  upwards.  ! signed  by  their  president,  such  sums  of  money  as 

31.  When  in  any  of  the  districts  there  is  an  [''''^  l^o^"'^  •" '>' ^"of"  time  to  time,  appropriate  for 
Aclidemy  already  established,  the  trustees  thereof  i  '•he  erection  of  the  buildings,  their  r^p  drs  or  altera- 
•may  submit  to  tlie  board  of  public  instruction,  a  re-''''"is,  salaries  of  professors  and  le.ichers,  and  other 
port  of  the  actual  condition  of  their  institution,  its '  purposes  of  the  Academy. 


relative  position  to  the  houndaiiesof  the  district, 
ihe  number  and  dimension^  of  the  buildings,  their 
value  and  state  of  repair,  the  extent  of  ground  on 
which  they  -^ve  erected:  the  number  uud  Oenomina- 
lion  of  the  professors  and  teachers  employed  there- 
in, and  of  the  pupils  educated  thereat.  If  the  board 
should  think  the  Academy  properly  situated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  district,  .md  that  its  buildings  and 


/th.  As  soon  as  any  Academy  is  ready  for  the 
admission  of  pupils,  the  trustees  may  recommend 
to  the  bo.ard  of  public  instruc.  ion,  any  person  to  be 
a  professor  or  teacher  therein,  who,  if  approved,  after 
examination  in  some  mode  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
board,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  professor  or  teacher 
of  such  Academy,  but  subject  to  removal  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  trustees  or  of  the  board.     Where 


th 


rrounds  will  answer  their  intended  purposes,  notice 'vacancies  sliall  occur  among  the  professors  or  tea- 
:hereof  .shall  be  given  to  the  trustees;  and  upon  con- |Chers  during  the  recess  of  the  board,  the  trustees 
veyance  being  made  of  the  said  ground  and  houses  i  r"^y  '"^'^^  tenjpurary  appointments,  to  be  confirmed 
to  the  board  of  public  instruction,  the  Academy  i  "''di-^approved  by  the  board  at  their  nest  sCbsion. 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefits  which  may  j  8;h.  Tiie  trustees  of  any  Academy  may  fix  (he 
be  extended  to  any  Academy  that  :Tiay  be  erected,; salaries  of  their  respective  teachers,  subject  to  the 
and  shtll  be  subject  to  the  same  rtiles  and  regula- -control  o*  the  board  of  public  instruction:  One 
tions  in  relation  to  the  government  iherf^of,  which  1  ll"rd  part  of  the  salaries  shall  be  paid  by  the  board 
the  board  of  public  instruction  or  the  general  as  ja'^  such  times  and  in  siicli  w  .y  as  they  shall  prescribe 


sembly  may  provide  for  the  general  government  of 
the  Academies  of  the  state. — But  the  trustees  of 
such  Academies  may  continue  to  hoLt  their  offices 
and  fco  supply  vacancies  occuring  in  their  body. 

3d.  Jn  c  ise  the  buildings  of  any  Academy  already 
esiablislied  an^l  so  iccepted  by  tiie  board  of  publi; 
in^lruciion;  requu-e  repaiv  or  any  enl  irgem^nt  f)r 
aller.ition,  the  board  shall  appropriate  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  repair,  alter  or  enlarge  tf.e  said  buddings, 
provided  the  sum  so  a|)propri.«ted  shall  no;  exceed 
one  third  part  of  the  entire  value  of  such  ouihlings, 
wiien  so  altered,  repaired  or  enlarged.  Th  ^  altera 
tions  or  enlai'gcnient  of  tiie  b'uiumgs  slvdl  be  plan- 
ned ov  (..he  bo  u'd  of  public  instruction  and  executed 
according  to  their  order. 

4tli.  Tn  any  Academical  district  where  there  is 
no  Acadeniv  ww  f sta'olisbed,  or  none  which  the 
board  ot  public  iiwtruc  ion  shdl  ihmk  will  answ-r 
their  intended  purpostr,  tiie  board  may  accept  a  lot 
of  ground,  of  sufRcient  extent  in  ttieir  esnuation, 
and  convenien'ly  situaied  for'  the  erection  of  an 
Academy  for  the  dis.rict;  provided  that  two  lliii\i 
parts  of  the  snm  required  for  tli"  erection  of  suit 
a:>;..'  b'lil'i.ngs  'ov  the  s^.id  Acidemy  be  previously 
sabscribed  by  one  or  more  j>ersons,  and  the  pay- 


9th.  The  prufes.sors  an  i  teachers  in  any  Academy 
shall  be  bound  to  instruct,  free  uf  charge  for  tuition, 
th-'  pupils  whom  the  board  of  public  instruction  may 
designate  to  be  taught  in  said  Academy  at  the  pub- 
lic expense. 

Your  committee  have  perhaps  pone  into  imneces* 
saiy  details  respecting  the  Academies.  Theirplan 
simply  is,  to  divide  the  state  into  ten  Academical 
districts,  and  that  one  Academy  be  erected  in  ea«h; 
tl-..it  the  state  shall  advance  one  third  of  the  sum 
required  for  the  erection  of  Oi^cessary  buildings,  and 
one  ihird  of  th.e  sum  to  be  paid  in  salaries  to  pro- 
fessors and  teachtrs—^Hi  thing  it  their  duty  to  teach 
poor  children  free  of  cb.ariff. 

The  Univert'hf. 

This  institution  lias  been  in  operation  for  twenty 
years,  and  has  been  eminenily  useful  to  the  state. 
It  has  con'i.buted,  pi'rhap.>,  more  than  any  other 
cause,  to  difliise  a  iiste  for  reading  tmong  ihep-;0' 
pie,  and  excite  :i  spiri'  of  liber<l  impr-vcment;  it 
h.is  contributed  to  changi-  our  manners  and  elevate 
iiur  character;  it  has  given  lo  .society  many  useful 
mf-moers,  not  only  in  the  liberal  professions,  bnt  in 
ae  w  dks  of  priv*  ■?  life;  and  the  nunio-r  of  its 
pupds  wiio  ari  honored  wiUi  seats  in  thj^  legislature 
is  a  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  they  are  iwU 
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by  th  ir  f -ll ow-citizL-ns.     When  this  institution  was 
Ill's!    founded,  it  was  fondly  hoped  thut  it  would  be 
cherished  with  pride  by  the  legislature:     T'.ut  un- 
fortutuitcly  the  nature  of  tlie  funds  with  which   it 
Was  endowed,  in  x  shori  time  rendered  it  odious  'o 
some,  and  cooled  the  .irdor  of  others      The  toiT^-nt 
of  prejudice  could  not   be  stemmed;  tlie  fostering- 
protection  of  the  legislature  was  withheld,  and  the 
institution  left  dependent  upon  private  munificirnce. 
Individuils  co.'itrihuted  not  only  to  relieve  its  neces- 
sities, but  to  rear  up  its  edifices  ;ind  establish  a  per- 
manent fund  for  its  siipp.irt.     At  the  head  of  these 
individuals,  stood  the  late  governor  Smith,  Ciiurles 
Ger  ird  and  g-eneral  Thomas  Person.     T'.ie  first  two 
01  )de  vahiible  itonations  in  lands,  and  the  last,  in  a 
sum  of  money  with  which  one  of  the  halls  of  the 
.university  has   been  erected.     To  enable  them  lo 
complete  the  main  edifice,  the  trustees  have  been 
compelled  to  sell  most  of  the  lands  devised  to  them 
by  Mr.  Gerar  1,  and  as  the  lands  conveyed  to  them 
by  gover.ior  Smith  lie  within   he  Indian  boundary, 
the  trustees  havr   ■loi  been  able  as  yet  to  turn  them 
to  a  productive  account      With  the  aid  thus  derived 
from  individuals,    together  with   occasional  funds 
derived  from  escheats,  the  institution  has  progressed 
thus    far.      Tlie   legislature,  after  exhausting   its 
•patience  in  endeavoring  to  collect  the  arrearages  of 
.debts  due  to  the  state,  transferred  to  the  trustees 
of  the  university  those  aiTearages,  with  the  hope 
that  they  would  be  able  to  enforce  payment.     But 
110  better  fortune   has  attended  their'eftbrts  than 
those  of  the  state,  and  this  transfer  lias  proved  of 
no  avail  to  the  institution.     The  surplus  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  administraiors,  where  the  next  of 
kin  have  made  no  claim  wiiiiin  seven  years,  have 
also  been   transferred  to  the  trustees;  but  this  has 
as  yet  yielded  a  very  small  fund,  and  probably  never 
will  yield  much.     The  legislature  have  enlarged  the 
rights  of  inlieritance,  and  in  this  way  have'  ne.ji-ly 
deprived  the   institution  of  the  revenue  from  es- 
cheats.     Amidst   all     these   embarrassmenis,   the 
trustees  have  never  lost  sight  of  the  necessity  of  ac- 
cumulating a  fund  in  bank  stock,  the  annual  pro- 
ceeds of  which  would  enable  them  to  continue  the 
operations  of  the  institution;  and  they  have  succeed- 
ed so   far  as  to  be  able  to  support  two   professor- 
ships, and  employ  two  or  three  tutors.     But  (here 
is  little  prospect  of  adding  to  this  fund,  until  the 
lands  given  by  governor  Smith  can  be  sold;  and  if 
that  period  be  waited  for,  the  institution  must  neces- 
sarily languish  and  sink  in  respectability.     It  is  at 
this  m.oment  almost    deititute  of  a  Library,  and 
entrely  destitute  of  the  Apparatus  necessary   for 
instructing  youth  in  the  mathematical  and  physical 
sciences.     Add  to  this,  tii;it  onehalf  of  the  necessary 
JBuildings  have  not  been  erected. 

In  this  state  of  things,  and  at  a  moment  when 
former  prejudices  have  died  away,  v/hen  liberal 
ideas  begin  to  prevail,  when  the  pride  of  the  state 
ii  awakening  and  an  honorable  ambition  is  cherished 
tor  her  glory,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  patriotism 
and  the  generous  feelings  of  the  legislature  in  favor 
of  an  institution,  which  in  all  civilized  nations,  has 
been  regarded  as  the  nursery  of  moral  greatness, 
and  the  palladium  of  civil  'liberty.  That  people 
who  cultivate  the  sciences  and  the  arts  with  most 
succe.w,  acquu'e  a  most  enviable  superiority  over 
others.  Learned  men  by  their  discoveries  and  works 
jjive  a  lasting  spl>='ador  to  national  character;  and 
such  is  the  enthusiasm  of  man,  that  there  is  not  an 
individual,  however  humble  in  life  his  lot  may  be, 
who  does  not  feel  proud  to  belong  to  a  country 
honored  with  great  men  and  magnificent  institu- 
tions.   II  is  dne  lo.  North  Carolina,  it  is  due  to  the 


great  man.*  who  first  proposed  the  foundation  of  the 
university,  to  foster  it  with  parental  fondness  and 
to  give  to  it  an  importance  commensurate  with  the 
iiigh  destinies  of  the  state.  Your  committee  deem 
this  subject  of  so  much  interest,  th  .t  ihev  beg  leave 
in  a  future  report  to  suiimit  to  the  two  houses  a  plaa 
for  increasing  tlie  funds  of  the  university- 

This  institution  has  viniformly  labored  under  the 
double  disadvantage  of  a  want  of  funds,    and  the 
wantt)f  subsidi  ry  institutions,  in  which  youth  could 
be  instructed  preparatory  to  their  entering  upon  a 
course  of  the  iiigher  branches  of  science   in   the 
university.     Tins  latter  disadvantige  has  been  so 
great,  that  the  triistef\s  have  been  compelled  to  con- 
vert the  university,  in  part  into  a  grammar  school. 
This  disadvantage  h  is  been  of  late  removed  in  part, 
by  the  establishment  of  academies  indifferent  parts 
of  the  state;  but  it  will  continue  to  be  much  felt, 
until  regular  academical  institutions  shall  be  made 
and  the  course  of  instruction  prescribed  for  them. 
Another  serious  disadvantage  and  a  consequence 
of  tiie  one  last  mentioned,  is  the  necessity  which 
the  peculiar  state  of  academical  Irarning  has   im- 
posed upon  the  trustees,  of  conferring  the  honorary 
degrees  of  an  university  upon  young  men  who  have, 
not    made  that  progress  in   the  sciences,  of  whicii 
their  diploma  purports  to  be  a  testimonial.     This 
is  an  evil  that  is  found  in  almost  all  the  universities 
of  the  union.  A  young  man  enters  into  an  university 
with  only  slight  acquirements  in  classical  education, 
and  after  remaining  four  years,  during  which  time 
he  is  instructed  in  only  the  outlines  of  the  general 
principles  of  science,  he  receives  a  degree-  the  con- 
sequence is   that  he  leaves  the  university  with  his 
mind  trained  only  to  general  and   loose  habits  of 
thinking:  and  if  he  enters  into  professional  life,  he 
has  to  begin  his  education  anew. — The  great  object 
of  education  is  to  discipline  the  mind,  to  give  to  it 
habits  of  activity,  of  close  investigation;  in  fine,  to 
teach  men — to  think.     And  it  is  a  reproach  upon 
almost  all  the  literary  institutions  of  our  country, 
that  the  course  of  studies  pursued  in  them  teach 
most  young  men  only  how  to  become  literary  triflers. 
Their  multifarious  occupations  dissipate  their  time 
and,  attention:      Tiiey    acquire   much    superficial 
knowledge;   but  they  remain  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
founder  and  more  abstract  truths  of  philosophy. 
Indeed  the  road  to  the  profound  sciences  is  of  late 
so  infested  with  pleasant  elementary  books,  Com- 
pilations,  Abridgments,  Summaries  and  Encyclo- 
pedias, that  few,  very  few,  in  our  country  ever  travel 
it. 

To  remove  this  reproach  upon  the  state  of  learn- 
ing among  us,  a  new  plan  of  instruction  in  our  uni- 
versity must  be  organized;  a  plan  which  shall  give 
to  the  different  classes  in  the  institution,  an  arrange- 
ment founded  upon  a  pliilosophical  division  of  the 
present  improved  state  of  knowledge;  and  wliich 
in  its  eiecution  shall  train  the  mind  both  to  liberal 
views  and  minute  investigation. 

Your  committee  have  been  thus  particular  in  sub- 
mlting  to  the  two  hou.ses  an  exposition  of  the  actual 
condition  of  the  university,  with  a  view  of  recalling 
their  consideration  to  the  solemn  injunction  of  tlie 
constitution  as  to  every  part  of  the  subject  referred 
to  them;  "that  a  school  or  schools  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  (he  legislature  for  the  convenient  instruc- 
tion of  youth,  with  such  salaries  to  the  ina.sters, 
paid  by  the  public,  as  may  enable  them  to  instruct 
at  low  prices;  and  all  useful  learning  shall  be  dnlv 
encouraged  and  promoted  in  one  or  more  univei-si- 
ties."     Our  university  is  the  only  institution   whicli 

*  General  William  II.  Duvil,' 
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the  leg-islatiire  has  yet  founded  and  endowed  in  com- 
filiancp  wiUi  this  injiincunn;  but  even  as  to  tliis  in 
stiiution  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  is  far  from 
being  comiilled  .with.  Wf  have  not  buildings  for  the 
accomrnqdation  of  joi'th,  nor  books  nop  appnatus 
for  their  instruction — your  conimiilee  do  iherefote 
reconimend, 

1st.  That  three  additional  buildings  be  erected 
ut  the  univei'sity;  two,  for  tlie  accommodation  of 
st'iaents,  and  one  for  the  library  and  apparatus. 
This  last  building  to  contain  suitable  rooms  for  the 
delivery  of  lectures  by  the  different  professors. 

2nd.  Thnt  a  library  and  suitable  apparatus  for 
jnsu-ucting  youth  in  the  mathematical  and  pli3sical 
s-i  nces,  be  procured  for  the  use  of  the  said  institu- 
tion. 

ord.  That  funds  be  assigned  for  endowing  two 
proft'ssorihips,  ^nd  suppprling  sis  additional  tea- 
chers; ,,",  '  y,   V ■/..,; 

Tliese  are'tl)'?  pment' Wants  of  the  unlvfrsity;  as 
our  populitinn  encreases,  the  number  of  buildings 
must  be  e«creu.sed,  and  more  funds  be  provided  'or 
supporting  teachers.  In  a  subsequent  part  of  this 
report  your  committee  have  recommended  th  .t 
•there  be  four  cUsse?  m  the  university  with  a  pro 
fes:,or  at  th?  head  of  each,  who  shall  be  assisted 
with  such  iidj  unct  professors  or  teachers,  as  the  state 
of  theinslilution  m  y  require. 

■^    'Jliti  course  of  sluJics. 

1st.  ifi''tK"S"priiTiary  schools  sliould  be  tauglit 
reading,  writinj,-  and  arithmetic.  A  judicious  sel;c 
tion  of  books  should  from  time  to  time  b  >  made  b\ 
the  bqirdof  pa  )liC  instruction  fqr  the  use  of  small 
children:  Book<  which  will  excite  their  curiosiiy 
and  improve  their  moral  dispositions.  .\nd  the 
board  should  be  empowered  to  compile  an  i  hivf 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  primary  schools,  such 
books  as  they  may.thmk  will  best  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  intJll.'Cluiiand  moral  instruction.  In  these 
books' should  he  contained  miny  of  the  historical 
parts  qf- the  old  and  new  tegtameht,  that  ciiildren 
may  eaily  be  made  accjuainted  with  the  book  which 
contains  the  word  of '  truth,  and  the  doctrines  of 

ettrnal  life. 

2  In  ihe  aca4ein"ies  should  Ije  taught  t1ie  Latin, 
Grtek,.  French  and  Enj;]  sii  langu.ges,  the  higher 
rules  of  arithmetic,  the  six  (irst  books  of  Euclid's 
elements,    Algehra,     geoijrapljy,    the   elements    of 

'       '  e  use  of  tlie  Globes, 


:noral  improvement;  and  that  mode  of  instruction  is 
!<■)  be  preferred  which  best  serves  to  effect  this  ob- 
j-'ct.  That  mode  is  to  he  foiinit  only  in  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  humnn  iriind,  its  hibi's,  passinup, 
and  manner  of  operation.  Tlie  philosophy  of  th«* 
mind,  which  in  ages  preceding  had  been  cultivntfd 
only  in  its  detached  branches,  has  of  late  years  I'e- 
ceived  form  and  systetn  in  the  schools  of  Scotland. 
This  new  science  promises  the  happiest  results.  It 
has  sapped  the  foundation  of  scepticism  by  estab- 
lishing tlie  authority  of  those  primitive  triillis  and 
intuitive  principlfs,  which  form  the  basis  of  :dl  de- 
monstration; it  has  taught  to  man  the  extent  of  his 
intellectual  powers,  and  marking  the  line  which 
separates  truth  from  h\pothptical  conjecture,  has 
pointed  out  to  his  view  the  boundaries  which  Pro- 
vidence  has  prescribed  to  his  enquiries,  li  has 
determined  the  laws  of  the  various  faculties  of  the 
mind,  and  furnished  a  system  of  philosophic  logic 
for  conducting  our  enquiries  in  every  branch  of 
knowledge.  I'liis  nrw  science  lias  given  birth  to 
new  mf  thnds  of  instruction;  methods,  which  being 
'oundt'd  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  faculties 
of  tlie  mind,  have  emin'='ntly  facilitated  their  de- 
ve  oiemeni.  Pes'alozzi  i  Swi'zerland,  and  .Toseph 
Lancaster  in  England,  seem  to  have  been  mos*  Suc- 
cessful in  tlie  application  of  n>"W  methods  to  the  in- 
struction of  rlill  Iren.  Their  methods  are  diffrrent, 
but  each  is  founded  upon  a  profound  knowledge  rif 
the  human  mind.  The  basis  of  "I'ch  method  is;  the 
eTcitement  o/jfie  curioDJty  of  children;  iherehy  awak- 
•ning  their  minds  and  preparing  them  to  receive 
instruction.  Tl.e  success  which  has  attended  the 
application  of  their  methods,  particularly  that  of 
Luirasler,  h  is  been  astonishing.  Although  hut  few 
leu's  have  elapsed  since  Lancastrian  schools  were 
(ir^t  pstalilish  d,  they  h.ve  .spread  over  the  KritisU 
empire,  extended  into  the  continent  of  Europe,  the 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  United  States.—- 
Various  improvemen's  in  the  details  of  his  plan 
have  been  suggested  by  experience  and  adopteo; 
and  it  is  probable  that  in  time,  his  will  become  tlie 
universal  mode  of  instruction  for  children.  The 
Lancastrian  plan  is  equ  dly  distinguished  by  its 
simplicity,,  its  f;ci!)ty  of  application,  the  rapid  in - 
tellectii  li  improvemen'  which  ii  Rives,  and  the  exact 
di>.clpline  which  it  enforces.  The  tnoral  eHects  of 
the  plan  are  also  astonishing;  exact  and  correct 
habi's  are  the  surest  safeguards  of  morals;  and  it  has 


Asironomy,  t'.ught  with    t!  ^ 

ancient  and  modern  history:     The  basis  of  a  good  '  been  often  rem  -.iked,  that  out  of  tlie  Immense  mim 

educaion  is  classical  and  mutliernatical  kn()\vledge;j  her  of  children   and    grown   persons  instructed  in 


and  no  young  mm  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
university  withoiit  such  knowledge.^  ^  .;• 

3,  In  th'i  iiti'versiiy  the  course  of  edticatioti  should 
occupy  four  years;  and  liierc  should  be  four  classes, 
^0  be  designated, 

l.st.  The  cliss  of  languages— In  this  class  should 
be  studied,  1st.  the  mo;'?  difficult  Latm,  Greek  and 
Ancient  and  modern  li.iSj.iory 


Lii.ic-ister's  schools,  few,  very  few,  have  ever  been 
pro.secuted  in  a  court  of  justice  for  .any  ofl'ence. 
Yotir  committee  do  therefore  recommend,  that 
.whenever  it  be  practicable,  the  Lancastrian  mode- of 
instruction  be  introduced  into  the  prim:iry  schools. 
The  genp,  il  principles  of  the  method  may  be  suc- 
cessfnllv  introduced  into  the  acdemles  and  um- 
ver.sitv: — And  jour  committee  indulge  the  hope. 


French  classics;  2    Ancient  ana  moaern  lusj.iory:  o, 

iJeUes  letteis:  4.  Rhetoi  ic.  '.''.■;'.,*_,,  .'.f.'i ''^that  the  board  of  public  instruction,  and  the  pro- 

2d.  ThecUssofinathein;itics— In  this  cfass  should  I fessors  and  teachers  in  these  respective  institutions, 
be  studie  I,  1.  iiii;e  inUhe;uaiics:  2.  Tiielr  applicf-  will  use  their  h^sl  endeavors  to  adopt  and  enforce 
tion  to  tl,L- purposes  of  physical  .science.         _  the  best  metliods  of  instruction  which  the  present 

.".  Thtcla.ss  of  the  physical  scienc's — In  this  class  state  of  knowledge  will  enable  tliem  to  devi.-^e. 


should  b«:  laugiii,  1  p'lysics:  3.  Chemistry:  3.  The 
philosophy  of  naturaj  history:  4.  Mineralogy:  5^., 
Botany:  6.'  Zoology.  '^''':   ''■"";' I 

lie  cias-  of  the  moral  and  poll'ical  sciences 


.Tfie  dificiplijie  avil  governn  ent  of  the  schools. 
In  a  repiihlic  the  fir'it  duty  of  ;i  cltizenis  obedi- 
ence  tq  the  law.     We  acknowledge  no  sovereign 
hut   tht:    law,   and    from    infancy   to   nianhood  oui? 


—Ill  ihiscl.iss  should  be  tiiUght;  1st  The  philosophy  children  .should  be  tnut^ht  to  bow  with  reverence  to 
of  the  human  mind:  2d.  moi-als:  3d.  The  law  o,f  nature' its  m.ajesty.  In  childhood,  parental  authority  en- 
giid  of  nations:  4th.  goveniineiit  and  legislation:  5lh.  forces  the  first  lessons  of  obedience;  in  yoii'h,  tins 
nolitical  economy.  ',"'.''.  I  authority  is  aided  by  the  municip.al  law,  winch  iH 

1  Tfic  modes  rf  inxtntctloh.  1  manhood   wields    the    enlire    supremacy,      -^s  the 

Th?  great  object  of  cducatioa  ia  in'.elleclual  and  !pol:t;cal  power  and  the  social  ijappiness  of^  stn':? 
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dep  ri  1^  upon  tlie  obedu  i.c-  of  its  ciiizens,  it  be- 
comes an  object  of  tae  first  itnportaiice  to  teach 
youth  to  revei-ence  vlie  lav/,  at.d  cherish  hnbits  of 
implicit  obedienct  to  its  authority.  Such  obedience 
not  OJily  coiitnautes  to  Uie  strength  and  tr  .nqnility 
of  the  state,  but  also  constitutes  the  basis  ot  jjood 
manners,  of  defeieuce  -.ma  repeci  lu  soci.d  inter 
course.  But  in  our  cuuiUry,  youth  generally  be- 
come ,icqttaini.ed  with  the  freedom  of  our  political 
institutions,  mucli  sooner  tlian  wiih  the  principles 
upon  which. thitfreeaom  is  bi)Uoir:ed,  and  by  whicii 
it  is  to  be  preservea;  and  i'tw  le.-.rn,  until  expt  vi- 
ence  teaclies  them  m  the  scho;)!  'd'  pr  .ctic^i  life, 
that  true  liber  y  consists  not  in  dou.g  wh.ii  they 
please,  but  in  doing  tha.  which  tlie  I  iw  permits. 
The  consequence  h>is  been,  that  riot  .nd  disoraer 
h-ive  dishonored  almost  all  the  coll  ges  and  uni- 
versities of  he  union.  The  'emples  of  scitnce  liave 
been  convcited  into  tlie  ties  for  acting  disjir^r.eful 
scenes  of  lictntiousness  and  lebellion.  Huw  often 
has  the  geiit-rous  pntriot  shed  tears  of  re{,rct  for 
such  criminal  follies  of  youth  !  Follies  wii.sh  cast 
reproacii  upun  learning,  and  bring  scandal  ipon  'he 
stite  Tins  evil  can  only  be  corrected  by  the  moi  al 
effects  of  early  education;  b)  instilling  into  chi'dren 

_  upoa  the  first  dawnnigs  of  reason,  ih  principles  of 
duty,  and  Oy  nurturing  thos.;  principles  a.s  reasoi) 
advmces,  until  ooedience  to  authori  y  siiall  become 
a  habit  ot  '.heir  nauire.  When  his  cour.^e  siiall  be 
found  inefiecual,  the  arm  ol  the  civii  power  must 
be  stretched  forth  to  its  aid. 

The  discipline  of  a  university  may  be  much  aided 
by  the  arrangement  ot  itie  building.-j,  and  die  loca- 
tion of  the  different  ci;)sses.     E  cii  clf^ss  siiould  live 

.  together  in  separate  buiLlings,  and  eitch  l)e  imder 
the  special  c  ire  of  its  own  protissors  and  teachers 
A  regular  system  of  subordination  may  in  this  way 

.  be    established;    each    class    would    have   its    own 

.character   to  maintain,   ind  the  Esprit  de  Corps  of 

g.the  classes  would  influence  all  their  actions.  S.milar 
arrangements,  may,  in  part,  be  made  in  the  several 

o^ac.idcinies,  and  the  like  good  effect  expected  from 

-.them. 

The  amusements  of  youth  may  also  be  made 
auxiliary  to  the  e.xactness  ot  discipline.     The  late 


intelligt-nt  ciiildren.  Pover'y  is  the  school  of  geiuu*:: 
it  is  a  school  in  which  the  active  powers  of  man  are 
developed  and  disciplined,  and  in  which  that  morsl 
cour;ge  is  acquired,  which  enables  him  to  toil  witli 
Jifficiilties,  pr  v.'Jtions  and  want.  From  this  school 
generally  come  forth  those  men  who  act  the  princi- 
pal parts  upon  the  theatre  of  life;  men  who  impress 
a  character  upon  the  age  in  which  they  live.  But 
it  is  a  school  which  if  left  to  itseFruns  wild;  vice 
in  all  its  depr  ived  forms  grows  up  in  it.  Tiie  sVate 
should  take  this  school  under  her  special  care,  and 
nurturing  the  genius  which  there  grows  in  rich 
luxii.i  ;nce,  give  to  it  an  honorable  and  profuabl^i 
lii-pction — poor  ciiildren  are  the  pectiliai'  property 
of  the  state,  ^.n.l  by  proper  cult,ivation,  they  will 
constitute  a  fund  of  intellect u  I  and  moral  worth, 
whicli  will  geatly  subseive  the  public  interest. — 
Your  commiUee  h:ive  therefore  endeavoured  to  pro- 
vide  for  I  he  education  of  all  poor  children  in  tlie 
primaty  schools;  (hey  have  also-  provided  for  tlifc 
ai'v.ncement  into  tlie  academies  and  university,  of 
such  of  those  children,  as  are  most  distinguished 
for  gpuius  and  give  the  best  assurance  of  fiituie 
usefulness.  For  three  years  they  are  to  be  educated 
in  the  primary  schools  free  of  charge;  the  portioiv 
of  them  who  shsll  be  selected  for  further  advance- 
ment, shall  during  the  whole  course  of  this  future 
education,  be  clothed,  fed  and  t.-mght  at  the  public 
expanse.  The  number  of  children  who  are  to  be 
thus  advanced,  will  depend  upon  the  state  of  the 
fund  set  apr-rl  for  public  instruction,  and  your  com- 
mittee think  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  lei^ve  the 
number  to  the  discretion  of  the  board,  who  shall 
have  charge  of  the  fund:  and  also  to  leave  to  them 
the  providing  of  some  just  and  particular  mode  of 
advancing  this  number  from  the  primary  schools  tf> 
the  academies,  and  from  the  academies  to  the  uni- 
versity. 

^n  asylum  fur  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

If  there  be  any  part  of  our  species  who  are  en'',tl. 

ed  to  the  peculiar  consideration  of  the  government, 

it  is  sureh  the  deaf  and  dumb.     Since  tlie  method 

of  instructing  them   in  language  and  science  h;''s 

been    discovered,    numerous    nsylums    in    different 

cnvmtries  have  been  establ'.slu d  for  their  instnictior*. 

j  pr<;sideiit  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Jefferson,  hasj  Wiiile    we    are  tngagcd    in   making   provision   fot.' 

,^fecoinraended  upon   this  part   of  the  subject,  thati  others,  humanity  demands  that  we  should  m.d^:e  a 


j_.  through  the  whole  course  of  instruction  ut  a  college 

;.  or  university,  at  the  hours  of  recreation  on  certain 

,^  days,  all  tlie  students  should  be  taught  the  manual 

^exercise,  military  evolutions  and  mancjuvres,  should 


suitable  provision  for  them.  Your  committee  do 
therefore  recommf-nd  that  as  soon  as  the  stale  of 
the  fund  for  public  instruction  will  admit,  the  board 
who  h  .ve  charge  of  that  fund,  be  directed  to  estab- 


r;  be  under  a  standing  org.'ni7ation  as  a  military  corps,  j  lish  at  some  suitable  place  in  tiie  state,  in  asyluis 
_.and  with  proper  ofHceis  to  triin  and  command  ihem.j  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 


,  Til -re  can  be  no  doubt,  that  much  may  be  done  in 
this  way  towards-enforcing  h.ibits  of  subordination 
and  strict  discipline — it  WiU  be  the  province  of  the 
bo.ird  of  public  instruction,  who  have  tha  general 
superintending  care  of  all  the  literary   institutions 

,.oi  the  state,  to  devise  for  them  s\  stems  of  disc'.plns 


Yi)ur  committee  have  now  s-v-Tiitted  to  the  two 
hotises  their  general  views  upon  the  subject  refered 
to  them  They  have  proposed  the  creation  of  a 
fund  for  public  instruction,  and  the  appointment  of 
a  bo'rd  to  manage  tiiis  fund,  and  to  carry  into  eflPect 
the  plan  of  educ.ition  which  they  have  recommend- 


and  government;  and  ;  our  committee  hope  they  will  |  ed.     This  plan  embraces  a  gradation  of  schools  from 
discharge  their  iluty  With  fi  lelily.  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  aird  contains  a  pi-ovision 

The  education  of  poor  ch'ldren  at  the  public  expense,    for  the  education  of  poor  children — and  of  the  deaf 

One  of  the  strongest  reasons  which  we  can  have  1  and  dumb, 
^or  establishing  a  general  plan  of  public  instruction,!  Wlien  this  or  some  otlier  more  judicious  plan  of 
js  life  condition  of  the  poor  children  of  our  country.}  public  education  shall  be  carried  into  execution. 
Such  always  has  been,  and  probably  always  wdl  hej  when  light  and  knowledge  shall  be  shed  upon  al!, 
the  a'lo;ments  of  human  life,  that  the  poor  willlmay  we  not  Indulge  the  hope,  that  men  will  be  con- 
form a  large  portion  of  every  community^   unl  it  is  [  vinced  that  wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  p!eis.intnes<; 


the  duty  of  those  who  manage  the  aflairs  of  a  state, 
to  extend  relief  to  this  unfortunate  part  of  our 
species  in  every  way  in  their  power.  Providence, 
in  the  impartial  distribution  of  its  f'^vour.'j,  whilst  it 
has  denied  to  the  poor  many  of  the  comforts  of  life, 
has  generally  beslO'iVed  upon  them  the  blessing  of'- 


and  all  her  paths  are  paths  of  peace:  and  be  inductl 
by  such  conviction  to  regulate  their  conduct  bv  th:5 
rule  of  christian  morality,  of  doing  unto  others  as 
they  wisli  they  would  do  un'f>  them;  and  that  they 
will  learn  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy  and  to  walk 
humblv  before  tiieu*  God. 
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•  Your  committee  will  forthwith  report  bills  to 
carry  into  eftlct  the  several  measures  recommended 
in  this  report — Respectftillv  submi'ied, 

A.  D.  MURPHEY.  chairman. 
JMvember  29,  1817. 


Foreign  Coins. 

Jiepovt  to  congress,  of  .lssai/s. 

Treasurv-  department,  DrC  8,  1818. 
Sib— In  obedience 'to  the  act,  entitled  ^m  act 
re'Tiilatiug  tlie  currency  within  the  United  Stales,  of 
the  gold  coin  of  Gre-it  Urit  lin,  France,  Poriugal, 
and  Sp:iin,  and  the  crowns  of  France  .nd  five  franc 
pieces,"  p.issed  '-lie  2i}th  of  April,  1816  I  h^ve  tl»e 
lio.ior  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  director 
oi  the  mint,  givincc  the  re:*ultof  suiidrv  assays,  made 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respect  fully,  sir  your 
obedient  servant.  wSl.  II.  CRAWFORD. 

The  htriorable  the  speaker 

of  the  home  of  rcpresenlaiirct. 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  Dec.  5.  1818. 
StH— xVgreeably  to  the  general  directions  con- 
tained in  your  l-iter  of  Ibp  2ath  J.unisry  Inst.  I  have 
caused  ass-^ys  to  be  made  of  tlie  set'eral  specie?  of 
foreii^n  gold  and  silver  coins,  mn.de  current  in  the 
United  States,  by  an  act  of  congress,  passed  liie  29lh  i  friendly  to  \h 


April.  Itil6. 

.     The  result  of  tlie  assayer's  report,  is  as  folio'.vs:— 

car.  grs. 
Gold  coins  of  G.Br,  made  of  2  i)ie's  (t"iin's)22  0 
Do.  3  do.  (sov'gns)  22  0 

D').  of  Ponugal,  5  do   birely       22  0 

Do.  of  France, 
Do.  of  Spain, 

i  ;--.:•.'■  <>'•  wt.  grs. 

Silvercoinsof  Fr.  madeof  5pic.  (crowns)  10  18  18 
Jitv.  5  do.  (Vfrs.)    10  16  00 

From  the  above  it  appears — 

1.  That,  as  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
Portugal  are  of  the  same  quality  with  those  of  the 
United  States,  their  intrinsic  value  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  100  cents  for  2"  grains,  as  regulated  by  law. 

2.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  tiie  gold  coins  of 
France,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  100  cents  27  351  691 
grains,  or  one  dollar  in  3455  worse  than  their  legal 
value. 

3.  That  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Spain,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  100  cents'for  28  r6-]S3 
grains,  or  one  dollar  to  399  worse  tlian  their  legal 
value. 

4.  That  the  itvtrinsic  value  of  the  silver  French 
crowns,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  11/8  10  cents  per 
ounce,  2-10  of  a  cent-  in  the  ounce^  better  than  their 
legal  value.  ;->f:rii  lo  Jo.  .>.'";/  j 

5.  That  the  intrinsic  v.ilue  of  the  silver  five  franc 
pieces  of  France,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  116  4  10 
cenis,  nearly,  per  ounce,  or  4  10  of  a  cent,  nearly, 
per  ounce,  better  than. their  legal  value, 

It  m.iy,  however,  sir,  be  observed,  that,  from  long 
experience  of  the  assayer  of  llie  mint,  it  is  foimo 
ihtt  the  quality  of  foreign  coins,  especially  of  silver, 
is  so'newhat  variable,  as  will  appear  by  comparing 
the  above  report  with  those  of  former  ye:irs:  their 
respective  values,  therefore,  as  regulated  bv  the  law 
of  1816,  are  probably  as  near  their  average  intrinsic 
valu~,  a.s  can  well  be  ascertHinfd-oo  c-?.  a^  '•'. 

T  luve  tlif^  honor  to  be,  sir,  willi  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servjint,  < 

ROBERT  PATTliRSON. 
The  hcnorabk  Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  treasurv. 


Jjcgislature  of  New- York. 

Albany,  Jamiary  7,  1819. — Yesterday  his  Excel* 
lency  the  Governor  met  the  two  Houses  of  the  Le" 
gisiatuve  in  the  Assembly  chamber,  at  12  o'clock' 
and  opened  the  session  with  tUe  following  speech.  ^ 

GentJemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Assembly, 

A  meetiiigof  the  repi-es-entativcs  of  a  free  people 
for  the  piu-poses  of  legislation,  is  at  all  times  an 
event  interesting  to  the  commtinity  and  honorable 
to  the  human  chai'Rcter:  but  its  importance  is  gre.atly 
enhanced,  where  they  are  called  upon  by  tlie  pe- 
culiar stiitc  of  Uie  country  to  deliberate  and  to  de- 
cide upo!t  subjects  intimately  associated  with  its 
prosperity  and  its  honor,  .ind  witlt  the  cardinal  in- 
terests of  all  tuture  genei-ations.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, you  have  now  assembled,  and  fortunate- 
ly at !'.  time  the  most  propitious  to  patriotic  views, 
to  wise  deliberations  and  to  energetic  decisions. 
At  no  period  within  my  recollection  has  the  public 
mind  been  in  a  state  of  greater  tranquillity',  more  ex- 
empt from  the  impulses  of  ambition  and  the  agita- 
tions of  faction,  and  more  accessible  to  the  influ- 
ence of  reason  and  patriotism.  Our  country  is  in  a 
state  of  profound  peace,  which  promisesa  long  dura- 
tion, and  even  the  civilized  nations  of  tiie  eastern 
hemisphere  have  sheathed  the  desolating  sword 
All  enlightened  and  exalted  spirit  predominates 
primary  interest  of  the  state,  to  the 


promotion  of  ajfriculture,  manufactures,  commerce 
and  the  arts — to  tiie  encouragement  of  literature 
and  science,  of  schools,  academies,  colleges,  univer- 
sities and  learned  societies — to  the  advancement  of 
those  rfrcat  internal  communications  which  form  the 
basis  of  individual  and  public  wealth,  and  to  the  cIct 
5  do.  (XXfrs.)  21  2  3-8  j  vation  of  our  national  chai-acter,  by  works  of  public 
Ado.  20  3  I-O  and  permanent  utility,  and  by  acts  which  consult 


the  welfare  and  the  dignity  of  the  human  race.  In 
addition  to  these  distinguished  advantages,  we  have 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  a  healthy  season  and  of  ai» 
abundant  harvest.  Our  seminai'ies  of  instruction 
have  increased  in  usef\ilness:  our  population  is  aug- 
menting bcyund  all  former  experience:  justice  is 
administered  with  purity  and  ability;  the  majesty  of 
the  laws  is  respected:  the  influence  of  religion  and 
morality  is  spreading:  and  after  fully  estimating 
those  afflictions  which  must  be  experienced  by  all 
human  beings,  and  those  evils  which  are  incident  to 
all  human  institutions,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
we  never  had  more  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  Al- 
mighty Dispenser  of  all  g'ood.  At  a  period  so  aus- 
picious, we  cannot  therefore  anticipate  disappoint- 
ment from  your  deliberations:  As  the  faithful  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  possessing  their  confir 
dence,  you  will  not  hesitate  to  obey  their  voice. 
And,  in  discliarging  an  important  duty  assigned  to 
me  by  the  constitution,  I  shall  exhibit  to  you  with- 
out reserve,  but  with  the  mo.st  profound  respect,  my 
views  of  the  policy  which  ought  to  be  pursued — of 
the  e\lls  which  ought  to  be  corrected,  and  of  the 
measures  which  ought  to  be  adopted. 

The  progress  of  oar  internal  improvement  has 
equalled  our  most  sanguine  expectations,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  season,  the  northern  canal  ex- 
tending from  Whiteludl  at  the  head  of  J,.akc  Cham- 
plain  to  Fort  Edward,  cr.  the  Hudson  river,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-three  miles,  and  the  whole  of  the 
middle  section  of  the  v/cstcrn  canal,  comprising 
nrnet}  -four  miles,  and  reaciiingff^m  the  Seneca  riv- 
er to  the  M(,ha\\  k  river,at  Utica,  will  be  completed 
and  in  a  navigable  state.  Thus,  in  less  than  two 
and  an  li.-jlf  years,  canals  to  the  extent  of  one  hun- 
dred and  .seventy  miles  will  be  perfected:  And,  as 
the  cailcrn  ajid  wc^terr.  Kectious  of  t]ie  canal  from 
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Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  river  will  be  about  two 
tiundred  and  sixty  miles,  it  is  evident  tliut  by  the 
application  of  siiailai-  means  and  the  exertion  of 
similar  powers,  the  whole  of  this  internal  navigation 
can  be  finished  in  six  years,  from  the  present  peri- 
od, includiHg'  alio  the  nnprovements  essential  on 
Hudson  river  from  Fort  Edward  to  the  head  of  sloop 
navig-ation.  it  is  satisfactory  also  to  know  that  so 
far,  as  we  can  judge  from  the  lig'hts  of  experience, 
the  actual  expenses  iiave  not  exceeded  the  esti- 
mates of  the  commissioners:  And  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages arising-  from  encreased  knowledg^e,  from 
improved  skill,  and  from  circumspect  experience, 
we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  the  aggregate  expense 
will  fall  short  of  the  total  estimate.  It  is  also  a  most 
gratifying  consideration  to  find  that  from  the  pro- 
gressive and  flourishing  state  of  the  fund  appropri- 
ated to  this  object,  the  whole  undertaking  can  be 
completed  without  providing  any  auxiliary  resour- 
ces, and  without  imposing  any  taxes  on  the  commu- 
uity. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  next  year,  the 
finished  portions  of  the  canals  will bq.^iiasititte  pro- 
ductive of  considerable  reveiuie..       .  .:  -.>  .  , 


carious  markets  of  Canada,  or  to  places  more  dis- 
tant, less  accessible,  or  less  advantageous.  When 
the  great  wester*  canal  is  finished,  the  expense  of 
transportation  from  Buflalo  to  Albany  will  not  ex- 
ceed ten  dollars  a  ton.  Almost  all  the  ascending 
tracle  of  the  west  will  be  derived  from  the  city  of 
Ne\v-York,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  descending 
products  will  accumulate  in  that  important  depot, 
if  half  a  miUion  of  tons  are  at  the  present  period 
transported  on  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  river,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  time  is  not  distant, 
when  the  commodities  conveyed  on  the  canals  will 
be  equal  in  tlie  amount. 

A  small  transit  duty  will  consequently  produce 
an  immense  income  applicable  to  the  rapid  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  contracted  for  the  canala» 
and  to  the  prosefcution  of  other  important  improve- 
ments. In  these  works  then,  we  behold  the  ope- 
ration of  a  powerful  engine  of  finance,  and  of  a  pro- 
lific source  of  revenue. 

It  is  certainly  more  important  that  the  productive 
classes  of  society  should  have  good  markets  out  of 
the  state,  than  tliey  should  be  exclusively  confined 
to  indifferent  or  fluctuating  markets  in  it.     In  the 


By  the  act  respecting  navigable  communications  former  case  wealth  is  diffused  over  the  whole  coun- 
between  the  great  western  and  northern  lakes  and;  try,  while  in  the  latter  it  is  limited  to  a  few  great 
the  4ttlantic  ocean,  passed  the  loth  April,  1817,  the  jtowns.  A  wise  government  ought  to  encourage 
commissioners  are  only  empowered  to  make  canals  jcomuuinications  v/ith  those  places  where  the  far- 
between  the  Mohawk  and  aeneca  rivers,  and  be- j  mer  and  manufacturer  can  sell  at  the  highest  and 
tween  Lrake  Champlain  and  the  Hudson  river.  Pos-j  buy  at  the  lowest  price.  And  as  the  acquisition  of 
sessing,  however,  under  that  act,  and  the  act  to  j  many  m;irkets  encreascs  the  chance  of  gootl  ones, 
provide  for  t'.ic  improvemeiit  of  the  internal  naviga-  diminishes  in  many  instances  tiie  expenses  oftrans- 
Xion  of  the  state,  passed  the  17th  April,  1816,  au- 

.>,^liority  to  make  tlie  necessary  surveys,  and  to  lay  out 

'the  proper  routes  for  the  whole  of  t  e  western  and 


^•nortliern  canals,  they  have  not  overlooked  the  latter, 
although  tlfeir  attention  haisbeen  principally  devot- 
ed to  tile  former  otjject.     liy  that  initiatory  arrange- 
ment, it  was  obviously  the  intenLiouof  the  legisla- 
ture to  bring  the  calculations  of  the  commissioners 
to  the  toacli  stone  of  e\;;eriment,  and  to  determiiie 
,.. .whether  the  resources  of  the  state  are  adequate  to 
^^the  whole  operation.     I'his  trial  has  taken  place  in 
-J;  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  there  cannot  exist 
•;-a  doubt  of  the  feasibility  of  the  work  or  of  the  abili- 
\Xy  of  the  state.     It  is  therefore  highly  expedient 
that  a  law  should  be  passed  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, authorizing  the  completion  of  lUe  whole  work 
as  soon  as  possible.     In  the  course  of  this  year,  the 
-  iputes  can  be  then  so  far  definitively  settled  as  to 
,1. enable  the  formation  of  conlracts  to  take  effect  in 
.jthe  spring  of  1 82U;  by  which  means  a  whole  year 
.-wilt  be  saved  to   the  operation,  and  the  state  will 
have  the  benefit  of  experienced  contractors,  who 
^might  under  a  difl'erent  state  of  things  be  employed 
.,in  otber  undertaking's.     And  when  we  contemplate 
the  immense  benefits  which  will  be  derived  from  the 
consequent  promotion  of  agriculture,  manufactures 
,  and  commerce,  from   the   acquisition  of  revenue, 
J^i^■om  the  establishment  of  character,  and  from  the 
/,  consolidation  of  the  federal  union,  we  nmst  feel 
ourselves  impelled  by  the  most  commanding  mo- 
•  tJves,  to  proceed  in  our  honorable  career,  by  per 
...  fecting  with  all  possible  expedition  this  inland  navi- 
gation 

At  the  prtsent  period,  a  ton  of  commodities  caii 
,  be  conveyed  from  Builalo  to  Albany  by  land  for 
,  one  hundred  dollars,  and  to  Montreal  principally  by 
;.  waterfor  twenty -five.     Hence  it  is  obvious  that  the 
,:  whole  of  the  vast  region  to  the  west  of  that  flourish- 
ing village,  and  the  gi-eater  part  of  the  extensive 
,  ami  fertile  country  east  of  it,   are  prevented  from 
sending  their  productions  to  our  commercial  empo 


portation,  and  g-aards  agaiiLSt  the  pernicious  fluctu- 
ations of  price,  1  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the 
speedy  arrival  of  the  time,  when  the  state  will  be 
able  to  improve  the  navig-ation  ofthc  Susquehan- 
nah,  the  Allegany,  tiie  Genesee  and  the  St.  Lav.-- 
rence,  to  assist  in  connecting  the  waters  of  the  great 
lake  and  of  the  Mississippi; — to  form  a  junction  be- 
tween tlic  western  canal  and  lake  Ontario  by  the  Os- 
wego river,  and  to  promote  the  laudable  intention 
of  Pennsylvania  to  unite  the  Seneca  lake  with  the 
head  waters  of  the  Susquehannah. 

But  there  are  other  and  more  important  con.-^i- 
derations  connected  with  this  subject  which  enter 
into  the  very  essence  of  our  liberty  and  prosperity. 
The  gloomy  and  comfortless  doctrine,  whiciisup- 
po.ses  man  incapable  of  free  government,  necessa- 
rily implies  that  he  must  be  subject  to  a  bad  one, 
because  it  presupposes  his  utter  iucompetence  to 
govern  either  others  or  himself.     In  hereditary  and 
elective  monarchies,  and  indeed  in  all  governments 
not  founded  on  the  bro.ad  basis  of  equal  represen- 
tation, the  actual  ruler  is  the  prime  minister  ofthc 
day  elected  from  time  to  time  by  the  prince  to  gc- 
vernthe  country.     Whether  this  right  of  choosing 
be  vested  in  an  hereditury  elector,  or  in  an  elector 
for  life  appointed  by  a  diet  or  conclave,  or  in  an 
ejector  chosen  by  an  army  of  janissaries,  it  is  clear 
that  it  is  a  faint  recognition  of  the  representative 
principle  transferred  from  the  body  of  the  people 
to  an  irresponsible  individual  totally  unfit  from  liis 
situation  and  education  to  exercise  it  with  patriotism 
and  intelligence.     Who  then  can  doubt  the  superi- 
or excellence  of  a  free  government — its  entire  as- 
cordance  with  the  dignity  of  man  and  its  almost  ex- 
clusive  devotedness  to   his  happiness?  But  in  the 
United  States,  our  liberty  and  union  are  insepara- 
bly connected.     A  dismemberment  of  the  republic 
into  separate  confederacies   would  necessarily  pro- 
duce the  jealous  circumspection  and  hostile  prepa- 
rations  of  bordering  states:  large  standing  armies 
would  be'immediately  raised;  unceasing  and  vindic- 


riuin,  and  that  they  must  either  resort  to  the  pre«  Itive  wars  would  follow,  and  a  military  despoti';Ti 
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Mould  reign  triumphant  on  the  ruins  of  civil  liber-  j  tlie  state,  and  is  not  limited  as  to  time,  it  is  hoped 
ty.     A  dissolution  of  the  union  may  therefore  be   that  the  public  confid;;nce  will  be  completely  re- 


considered the  natural  death  of  our  free  g-ovcrn- 
jnent.  And  to  avert  this  awful  calamity  ail  local 
prejudices  aud  geographical  distinctions  should  be 


stored,  under  the  administration  of  the  present  man- 
agers. In  order  to  promote  this  desirable  entl,  and 
to  mitigate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  demoralizing  de- 


Uiscarded — ^the  people  should  be  habituated  to  fre-  fects  of  lotteries  (which  can  only  be  accomplished 
<juent  intercourse  and  beneficial  intcrcommunica- 1  by  rapid  drawing)  and  to  guard  against  fraud  and 
tion,  and  the  whole  republic  ought  to  be  bound  to-j  negligence,  I  have  caused  certain  instructions  to  be 
slather,  by  the  golden  ties  of  commerce  and  the  I  communicated  to  the  managers,  a  copy  of  wliich  will 
adamantine  chains  of  interest.  When  the  western  [be  laid  before  you;  and  it  wUl  be  expedient  for  you 
canal  is  finished  and  a  communication  is  formed! to  protect  the  lotteries  against  the  control  of  con- 
between  lake  Micliigan  and  the  Illinois  river,   or  !  tractors,  by  means  which  will  be  related,  and  whicll 


between  the  Ohio  and  the  waters  of  lake  Rric,  the 
^eater  part  of  the  United  States  will  form  one  vast 


will  be  erficacious. 

Having  on  a  former  occasion  solicited  the  atten- 
island  susceptible  of  circumnavigation,  to  the  ex- !  tion  of  the  legislature  to  the  encouragement  of  ag» 
tent  of  many  thousand  miles.  The  most  distant  riculture,  I  have  to  express  my  regret  at  the  failure 
parts  of  the  confederacy  will  then  be  in  a  state  of  of  a  racasure,  generally  admitted  to  be  proper  and 
approximation,  and  the  distinctions  of  eastern  and  expedient;  on  account  of  a  lifforcnce  of  opinion  ag 
western,  of  southern  and  northern  interests,  will, to  its  modification.  That  this  important  pursuit  is 
be  entirely  prostrated.  To  be  instrumental  in  pro-;the  foundation  of  wealth,  power,  and  prosjr.-iity — ■ 
ducing  so  much  good,  by  increasing  the  stock  of|that,  it  requires  the  energies  of  the  mind  as  well  as 
human  happiness — by  eritablishing  the  perpetuity  i  the  labours  of  the  body — that  it  demands  the  light 
of  free  government,  of  knowledge,  of  refinement,  of  science  to  guide  its  progress,  and  t!ie  mu-iihcence 
and  of  religion,  is  an  ambition  worthy  of  a  free  peo-  of  government  to  accelerate  Hs  movem',-uts,  to  ex 


tend  its  usefulness  and  to  diffuse  its  blessings,  are 
positions  which  caiuiot  be  contraverled.  Wiiy 
should  the  countenance  of  the  state  be  requiredfor 


pie.  The  most  exalted  reputation  is  ^that  which 
arises  from  the  dispensation  of  happiness  to  our 
fellow  creatures,  and  that  conduct  is  most  accepta- 
ble to  Gon  which  is  most  beneficial  to  man.  Cha- !the  encouragement  of  the  arts  and  sciences  in  gen- 
racter  ii  as  important  to  states  as  to  individuals,  and  \  eral,  and  agriculture,  the  uiost  important  of  all  arts, 
the  glory  of  a  republic  fouruded  on  the  promotion  of  1  the  most  useful  of  all  sciences,  be  alone  proscribed 
the  general  good  is  the  common  property  of  all  its  (from  participation  in  its  Ijounty*  A  spirit  favonible 
citizens.  !  to  this  great  improvement  is  rising  and  spreading  in 

Lnportant  however  as  the  imprbvements  are,  yet  j  all  directions,  and,  wherever  it  is  experienced,  it 
they  ought  not  to  engross  all  our  attention  nor  com-  i  carries  in  its  train,  extensive  .and  innumerable  ble.s- 
mand  all  our  resources.  There  are  other  objects] sings.  The  societies  already  instituted  have,  by 
of  primary  consequence  which  demand  the  munifi-  j  stimulating  emulation,  and  dif^'using  information,  ef- 
cence  of  the  government,  and  I  am  happy  to  say'fected  great  good;  and  if  they  be  assisted  in  their 
that  ample  means  are  at  our  disposal.  j  useful  and  honorable  career,  by  pecuniary  ap])r»- 

The  fund  appro]5riated  for  the  benefit  of  comn^on  ;  jiriations,  and  if  a  board  of  agriculture,  connected 
schools,  consists  of  a  million  of  dollars  invested  in  j  with  a  course  of  appropriate  studies  be  instituted, 
bank  stock,  and  in  bonds  and  mortgages  and  about  \  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  most  ben- 
eighty  tiiousand  acres  of  land.  Heretofore  sixty  jeHcial  consequences  will  result,  in  multiplying  the 
thousand  dollars  have  been  annually  divided  among- 1  products  of  the  country — in  increasing  tiie  value 
the  common  schools,  and  at  the  present  period  se-  j  and  ameliorating  the  quality  of  our  commodities — 
venty  thousand  dolLu-s  may  be  distributed;  but  it  is  |  in  preventing  the  und;ie  augmentation  of  the  learn- 
supposed  that  this  cannot  be  done  with  propriety,  \  ed  professions,  and  in  maintainiiig  the  eciuilibrium 
in  consequence  of  tlie  varying  and  increasing  stale  j  of  society,  by  restoring  the  mn^t  .mportant  inter- 
ofour  population,  until  a  new  census  is  taken,  est,  and  the  most  numerous  calling  to  its  merited  in- 
There  is  also  a  considerable  fund  denominated  the  jtellectual  rank. — The  boai-d  of  agriculture  ought 
literature  fund,  and  the  regents  of  the  university  I  also  to  be  invested  with  authority  to  make  a  statis- 
distributed  during  tiie  last  year  among  several  aca-  tical  survey  of  the  state,  and  to  obtain  periodical 
demies,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  which  j  returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  A  know!- 
they  will  be  able  to  continue.  edge  of  our  resources,  of  our  animal,  vegetable,  riiid 

Without  adverting  to  a  million  of  acres  of  unap-  mineral  productions;  of  the  condition  of  our  agri- 
propriated  land,  some  of  which  is  very  valuable,  culture,  manufactures,  and  trade;  and  generally 
and  the  whole  of  which  is  competent  to  the  e.xtin-  speaking,  complete  informalrion  of  the  state  of  the 
g'uishmcnt  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  sudicient  to  ob-  country,  v.ith  a  view  to  its  amelioration,  would  effect 
serve,  that  tbe  surplus  of  ordinary  revenue,  beyond  great  imi^rovements  in  the  practical  pursuits  of  life, 
the  current  demands  of  government  for  the  present  and  would  open  new  and  important  views  in  the 
ve.ar,  will  be  about  ninety  thousand  dollars;  which  I  science  of  political  philosophy — a  science  of  all 
will  be  augmented  by  the  payment  of  the  arrcar- 1  others  the  most  interesting,  and  the  least  under- 
ages  of  taxes,  seventy"  thousand  dollars;  and  also  by  stood.  The  special  design:ition  for  a  fund  for  these 
tiie  payment  of  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States,  objects,  eitlier  by  some  of  the  expedients  proposed 
so  that  without  taking  into  view  large  sums  of  mo-  j  at  the  last  session,  or,  by  others  which  can  be^easily 
ney  which  may  come  into  the  treasury  from  other 
sources,  there  will  be  in  all  probability,  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollai-s  applicable  to  objects  of  pub- 
lic utility. 

The  legislature  having  deemed  it  expedient,  to  j  low  ebb  in  foreign  markets,  that  it  sells  from  one 
apply  the  avails  of  certain  lotteries  to  the  encour- 1  and  a  half  to  two  dolhirs  less  by  the  barrel  than  that 
agcinent  of  echication  and  other  beneficial  purposes,  j  exported  from  Philadelphia  and  B;dtimore. 
it  was  not  witlu)ut  extren»e  regret  th;vt  I  have  ob- j  This  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  inferiority  of  the 
served  the  credit  of  these  institutions  seriously  im-  seed,  to  the  sterility  of  the  soil,  or  to  its  natural  m- 
pair;rl.     ,\r  tl;'' p;iyt.TMit  of  prizes  is  guaranteed  by  I  aptitude  for  such  produGtions.     On  tlie  contrai-y. 


devised,  is  required  by  every  consideration  of  pub- 
lic spirit  and  public  duty. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  the  reputation  of  our  flour  is  at  such  a 
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there  is  reason  to  believe  that  vyheat  is  one  of-our  In  the  yearvl814,  a  gi'aiitof2(/0,000  dollars  v/:is 
Indigcnioiis  plants,  and  v/e  are  certain  lliut  our  made  toUnion  Coilt-g-e,  of  40j0U0  dollars  to  Ham- 
Eoil  and  our  climate  are  admirably  adapted  for  its  ilton  Collejje,  and  of  the  boti'nic  g-arden,  on  the 
growth.  The  fault  must  be  with  the  farmer,  tlie  island  of  New-Ycrfc,  to  €oluinhiaCuikg-c,  on  c^m-. 
manufacturer,  or  the  inspector.  ; .       ,duionthat  the    establishniont  be  removed    to  that 

The  value  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  the  last  ten  place  within  twelve  years  from  the  time  of  the  do- 
years  has  avcrag-ed  from  one  and  a  half,  to  two  dol-  nation.  It  was  imrloubtedU'  iiitend.-d  that  the  ^-rajit 
larp,  and  the  flour  inspected  in  New-York  is  about  to  C'olunibia  CoUeg-e  should  be  s-ahstanlial  and  be- 
SOOjU'JO  barrels  a  year.  The  immense  loss  sustain-  nehcial,  but  it  was  fettered  with  a  condition  under 
ed  by  the  bad  state  of  this  staple  commodity  re-  the  mistaken  impression  t'lat  a  removal  of  the  in- 
quires an  efficient  remedy.  The  chamber  of  com-  stitutiou  would  be  expetlient.  The  operation  of 
Inerce  of  the  city  of  New- York  have  instituted  an  this  change  of  i)lace  would  be  the  conversion  of  jk 
tijquiry  on  the  subject,  and  their  commendable  city  into  a  country  Colleg-c,  and  a  conseq-ient  ex- 
zeal  wi'J,  I  am  persuaded,  prove  honorable  to  their 'elusion  of  the  youth  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  froin  its 
institution  and  beneficial  to  their  country.  I  benefits,  unless  they  incurred  gfreat  and  unnecessa- 

As  the  prosperity  of  agriculture  is  essentially 'ry  expense.  And,  as  many  persons  pi-efer'the  edu- 
connected  with  easy  and  cheap  means  of  transpor- 'cation  of  their  children  in  cities,  it  is  unqueitiotia- 
tation,  the  importance  of  good  communications,  by  ;bly  best  that  Columbia  Colleg-e  shoiiid  continue  in 
Ijmd  as  well  as  by  water,  cannot  cscajie  your  atten-  its  jiresent  position,  in  erder  tisat  ail  the  }  out-^^-  me:t 
tion.  All  roads  leading-  to  navigable  rivers  and;  of  the  state  niay  be  accomr.-odat&d  accOrdin,?^  10 
lakes — to  cities,  towns  aiid  villages,— to  maiiufac- 1  the  views  of  their  parents.,    A. com^^liance  wifh  the 


turing-  establishments  and  depositories  of  produce 
and  merchandise,  are  entitled  to  your  countenance: 
An<!  in  places    of  a  dill'erent  description,  where   a 


condition  of  the  grant  bngliit,'  therefore,  not  be  e?:-' 
pected;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  legishif.ure  will 
look  with  a  benign  eye  upon  thJSLtncier.tand  mosi: 


tKiii  ami  commencing  ])opulation  prevents  the  ex-   excellent  seminary,  and  consent  to   extend  its  bles- 
tensive  and  useful  application    of  individual  exer-.l'iiiigs  by  the  substitution  of  an  equivalent  donation. 


tion,  there  is  every  iiiducement  on  your  part,  to  en- 
courage the  gTowth  and  settlement  of  the  country, 
by  opening  the  means  of  communication.  Tiie  im- 
provement of  old  and  the  creation  of  new  re/.ids  is 
at  all  limes  an  incumbent  duly  and  a  benefieiid  ex- 
ercise of  power.     It  cannot  have  escaped  your  ob- 


Nor  ought  the  iiitei-ests  of  the  other  colleges  to  ht 
overlooked.  The  character  of  Union  Co'iege  can- 
not be  encreascd  by  any  eulogium  froni  t  >is  ydace. 
And  'the  infant  est.ihlishment  of  Hamilton,  ^'isir.n;' 
into  usefulness  and  reputation  with  rapid  stvide-% 
under  lheg;uidance  of  distingQishc-ilnien,  not  old}- 


servation,  that,  in  many  Instances,  the  vvorst.high-requii"es  but  descv^■es  the  bounty  of  the  state;  Hav^ 
waysare  in  the  mostancientajid  opulent  settlements  ling,  during  the  last  year^  recommended  to  your 
— that  several  turnpikes  have  injured  insteadof  fa- 'piUroiiage  the  colleges  ofj:ihysiciaiis  and  surgcuiiSj 
cilitating  intercom-sc,  and  that  the  laws  on  this  sub- j  anil  the  societies  de\oted  to  literature,  science  aiicl 
ject  do  not  reach  the  sources  of  the  evil.     In   our  the  arts,  I  have  only  to    siiy  that  these  institutions 


zeal  however  to  estabhsh  new  and  good  roads  in 
dWerent  sections  of  the  country,  let  us  not  tran- 
scend the  limits  of  private  right  and  ])ublic  utility. 
It  is  a  novel  and,  to  say  the  least,  a  questionable  ex- 
ercise of  audioiity  to  coerce  contributions  to  the 
stock  of  turnpike  companies;  and  it  is  apprehended 
tliat  cases  have  occurred  where  meritorious  settlers 
and  non-resident  proprietors  have  grievously  suf- 
lered  by  the  exaction  of  assessments  to  open  com- 
munications artfully  contrived  for  the  benefit  of  in- 
dividuals without  any  view  to  the  public  accommo- 
dation. 

I'he   provision  for  elementary  instruction    is  so 
liberal   that  no  further  pecuniary  assistance   is  re- 
quired: but  your   interposition  in  pther  respects 
■would  be  attended  with  decided  advantages.      The 
I  most  durable  impressions  are  derived  from  the  first 
,   stages  of  education.     Ignorant  and  vicious  precep- 
tors, and    injudicious  and  ill  arranged   systems  of 
>  education,  must  have  a  most  pernicious  infliietice 
,    upon   the    habits,   manners,   morals,   and  minds   or 
our  youth,  and  may   vitiate   their  conduct  tliroug'h 
life:  .and  it  is  a  subject  no  less  of  regi-et  than  of  as- 
tonishment, that  beyond  initiatory  instruction,  the 
education   of  the    female  sex  has    been    entirely 
excluded  from  the  contemplation  of  OUT  laws.     The 
;   ex]iediency  of  Instructing  teachers  in  the  Ijancastc 
I  ri.ui  system  and  of  promoting  its  general  adoption, 
i  has  heretofore  been  intimated  to  the  legislature. 

Wlien  it  is  considered  that  education  is  the  giiar- 

I   dian  of  liberty  and  the  bulwark  of  rtujrulity — and 

I  tliat  knowledge  and  virtue  arc,  generally  spi-aking, 

inse])ara')le  companions,  and  are  in  the  moral,  what 

!   liglit  and  heat  ai'e,   in  the  natural  world — -the  illu- 

minatiiig  and  vivifving  principles — I   trust  that   1 

I   Heed  no  apology  in  soliciting  ihc|extensioa  of  your 

I  patronage  to'  the  higher  .seminaries   of  education 

Sep.  -ju  vol,.   XA"  II 


continue  to  merit  by  their  indefatigable  activity^ 
well  directed  indusay  and  distinguished knovrledge; 
the  high  character  then  ascribed  to  them,  and  tl)at; 
in  every  respect  they  are  entitled  t^i  the  public 
munificence.  '    :  ■ '••  '  •  ■     • 

Among  the  numerous  and  interesting"  objects 
which  have  experienced  the  benevolence  of  hidi'. 
viduals  and  the  countenance  of  the  governmeritj  it 
is  pleasing  to  observe  that  the  interest  of  the  du;nb 
and  the  insane  have  not  been  overlooked,  tvv'o  nn-t 
fortunate  descriptions  of  cur  fellow  creatures  shut 
out  from  the  blessings  of  social  communion^  and  en* 
titled  to  our  deepest  sympathy.       .i  ..^i.  i.  ^...  .t.',  > 

The  liberal  grant  of  10,000  dollai-s  a  year  tb'  the 
governors  of  the  New-Yoik  liosi)ital  has  enabled 
t-hem  to  erect  a  most  spacious  and  accommodating 
a-;}  lum  for  lunatics,  about  seven  niilep  from  the  cityj 
and  on  the  island  of  New-York:  And  the  applicatiotl 
of  this  fund  has  been  so  judicioiisly  directed  bv  its 
bettevrilent  administratoiSi  that  the  contemplpted 
edifices  and  accommodations  wilt  be  completed 
during  the  next  season,  and  without  the  existence 
of  any  debt  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  yearSi 

In  April  1817,  the  New- York  institution  for  thd 
instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  was  incbi-poi'atedj 
and  it  now  contains  thirty-two  peisons  in  a  state 
of  rapid  improvement,  commr.nicriting  ideas  by 
signs  and  vocal  sounds,  and  favored  with  able  nnd 
excellent  teachers,  who  by  a  combination  of  the 
French  and  English  system  of  tuition,  conbeis-ed 
with  singular  ingenuity  and  txeciited  with  arli:!i- 
rable  lehcity,  have  d^^sen,  ed  well  of  the  friehdi  of 
humanity. 

I  cherish  the  fullest  confidence  that  you  Will 
take  this  inter<  sting  eslablislnnent  imdel-  ycnr  spe- 
cial protection,  and  that  your  munificence  will  only 
be  ex,ceeded  by  its  merits-     A  iib'^rid  parti&l.  i*?"' 
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adoption  of  such  measures  as  shall  be  most  condu' 
civc  to  the  attainment  of  these  desirable  objects. 

Otir  code  in  relation  to  the  African  population 
lias  been  arranged  with  a  two-fold  view;  as  a  re- 
quirement of  numanity  to  prevent  tlie  separation 
unrortu:uitc  races  of  men,  who  will  be  forever  in-  of  near  relations  ami  their  being  conveyed  in  a 
Kulatcdfroui  the  great  body  of  th-j  people,  by  un-  state  of  slavery  to  distant  lands,  by  prohibiting  the 
controllable  s  ircuinslance-i,  and  who  ougiit  tore-  exportation  of  slaves  and  servants:  And,  as  a  dic- 
ceive:n:ir  protection  and  benevolence.  1  refer  to  tate  of  policy  to  preclude  the  increase  of  an  un- 
the  I;idiaa  .i!\d  African  population.  welcome  population,  by  interdicting  their  impor- 

The  erratic  ami  migratory  spirit,  Vvliich  marks  '  tatio'n,  A  steady  adhercnee  to  this  system  will,  irt 
the  character  of  all  sAv-age  nations,  has  been  che-  course  of  lime,  liave  the  intended  etlect:  And  it 
risv.ed  in  oiik- (ncljans,  by  persons,  either  interested  may  be  proper  to  fortify  tlie  existing  provisions,  on 
in  reinovin/^thcia  from  their  tcmtory.  or  who  feci  ■  account  of  the  artful  evasions  which  are  practised 
an  anxiety  to  protect  tliein  from  the  contaminatinj.,  *  .o  procure  the  exportation  of  servants.     Thestrong^ 


th/  school  fimd  applicable  to  the  city  of  Ne-v-York 
is  one  of  tlic  many  means  by  wiiich  its  exigencies 
may  be  supplied. 

In  attending  to  the  general  interests  of  the  com- 
munis', Icr  us  not   overlook  the   concerns  of  two 


and  e\.t!rpatin^  contiguity  of  a  white  population.  ■  propensity  of  this  race  to  congregate  in  our  g'reat 
Oil  ihe  otJier  hand,  this  propensity  has  been  conn- j  towu?,  where  they  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the 
terac'v  l  by  individuals,  who  eiiiicr  derive  emolu-  contagion  of  bad  example,  and  the  degraded  light 
mcut  iroiii  their  continuance,  or,  who,  governed  in  which  they  are  contemjilated  by  public  opinion, 
by  the  piu'cst  benevolence,  are  anxious  to  bring  i  must  not  lead  us  to  expect  from  them  many  exhi- 
tlicm  v.'itinr!  the  pals  of  civilization  auvl  Christianity,  bitions  of  extraordinary  virtue  or  talents.  It  is  due, 
'i'bis  coliiilon  has  produced  a  state  of  continual  un-  however,  to  justice,  to  say,  that  the  establishment 
«ii*iness  aiul  agitation  amoiig  this  unfortunate  peo-  of  scliools  antl  churches  for  their  benefit,  under  the 
V)!e,  A-*  experience  h.is  almost  uniformly  demon-' ai'spices  of  benevolent  men,  have  had  a  benign  in- 
st;-:.tid  livat  tlif'lr  diminution  in  nutijber  uitd  reces-!  iluence  in  the  improvement  of  their  minds  and  their 
sicn  fi't^'u  virtue,  have  been  in  jiroportlon  to  theiri  morals;  and,  it  is  believed,  tliatlhe  benevolence  of 
pvopitiqiii'.y  to  a  civilized  people.  1  have  never ; the  state  wiJl  never  be  withheld  from  the  encou- 
cea^ed  tj  Oi-lieve  that  the  departure  :,-;  tssential 


l!~/eir  prescrvatioii:  iiut,  in   my   coniinniunications 
witii  tiiem,    I  Iiave  thought  it  pn>per,  until  the  sense 


io;i-igement  of  such  laudable  undertakings. 


Although  tlic  militia  code  enacted  at  the  last  ses- 
sion is,  in  some  instances  liabJe   to  objections,  and 


<ji  the  lei^islature  is  expressed,  to  abstain  from  urg-jrequiresyourcoiTecting  interposition;  yet,  on  the 
ing  tliis  measure,  leaving  it  to  their  own  volition  |  whole,  it  has  been  productive  of  salutary  effects, 
witiiout  pressing  ujion  them  the  iufiuenc.e  of  the  I  In  order  to  accommodate,  as  far  as  practicable,  our 
govcri'.iuent,  and  ass.iring  them  that,  in  any  alterna-j  arrangement  to  tlie  most  approved  system,  I  con- 
I'ivc,  ihey  shall  ex]icrience  the  fa^•or  and  protec-l  stituted  two  brigades  into  a  division,  and  distribu- 
tion of  tiie  s'.ate,  and.  its  best  exertions  for  their  hap-j  toil  the  whole  militia  into  twenty -five  divisions,  in- 
piiiesi.  j  cicpendcntly  oftliose  of  artillery  andcavaln*.     The 

In  j-.vusianre  of  a  law  of  last  session,  I  .authorized'  gtnends  of  division,  v.ho  were  in  many  cases  be- 
mcas:ji-es  to  be  taicen  for  the  erectioii  of  a  cliureh  in;i(?re  mere  nominal  officers  on  account  of  the  ex- 
th'e  (Oneida  territory,  which  were  gratuitously  exe-  tended  sphere  of  their  commands,  are  now  enabled, 

without  essential   sacrifices,  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion totheirduties,  and  bv  the  exertion  of  their  cx- 


rulvl  by  two  disting'uishcd  gentlemen  of  Ontida 
county.  The  first  Christian  part}'  of  Indians  agreed 
to  increase  the  sum 


ore  a 


the  sum  of  fjur  thousand  dollars  liereto- 1  pcricnce  and  skill  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  the 
ji-iated  by  die  second  Cliristian  party,  by  ^military    art.     A   dis|>osition  tD  improve  in  tactics^ 
adding  a  thousand  dollars  from  tlicir  annuity:  And,  j  ur.d  disci]dinc  has  generally  manifested  itself  dur- 
botii  sections  having  also  united  in  designating  the' ing  the  last  year,  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent, 
site  of  tlie  edifice,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  tlnit  the  tends' which  reflects  honor  on  the  militia.     Fullv  persua- 


v\liich  have  heretofore  separated  then.,  v. ill  be  ex- 
tinguished by  the  mild  influence  and  benign  spirit 
of  christianitv . 


per 

dcd,  that  you  justly  a]>prec!ate  this  bulwark  of  na- 
tional safety,  and  this  palladium  of  free  states,  I  con- 
sider it  untiecessary  to  press  the  importance  of  its 
During  the  continuance  of  this  people  among  us,  encouragement,  if  the  physical  force  of  the  state 
it  will  certainly  be  our  duty  to  protect  them  against  jvvcre  properly  instructed  in  the  military  art,  it 
frauds  and  intrusions  and  to  m.ake  such  arrange-!  would  form  an  impregnable  defence  of  the  coun- 
rients  as  may  best  promote  their  welfare.  In  tlie  Itrv:  and,  I  do  not  despair  to  see  the  accomplislHnent. 
partial  sales,  which  frequently  take  place  of  1  heir  | of  lluit  desirable  obiect^  by  the  establishment  of 
territory,  it  migiit  be  useful  to  reserve  certain  por-  militarv  schools  and  l)y  the  extension  of  beneficial 


tions  for  advancing  tlielr  improvement  in  tlie  arts  of 
civilized  life;  and  it  may  essentially  accommodate 
tiiem  if,  in  cases  of  emergency,  particularly  of  scar- 
city, t!ie  treasury  were  audiorizedto  p:iy  tlui;  aiuiui- 
lies  in  advance.  It  is  the  opinion  (;!"  m:in',-  pious 
arid  benevolent  men,  who  have  directcil  t!ieiratten- 


iniTuunities.  An  exemption  from  personal  taxation,^ 
either  wholly  or  to  a  limited  amount,  in  favor  of 
those  portions  of  the  militia,  who  uniform  them- 
selves in  fabrics  of  American  manufacture,  would,  I 
am  persuadeil,  induce  the  whole  body  to  array 
themselves  in  a  militarv  dress:  And,  by  these  means, 


tion  to  this  subject,  that  the  condition  of  the  [ndians  that  useful  class  of  the  community  employed  in  ma- 
inlght  be  immeasurably  ameliorated,  by  the  estab-  nufacturcs  would  be  materially  benefitted.  On  the 
iisiiment  of  a  bo  u-d  of  commissioners,  selected  fromj  subject  of  the  medical  stall" of  the  mihtia,  I  shall  di- 
tfie  diiTc'cnt religious  societies,  who  have  m.anifest-  rect  to  be  laid  before  vou  an  able  and  luminous  re- . 
ed  an  interest  for  their  welfare,  and  with  authority  port  from  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  pre^ 
to  lake  Milo  consideration  all  m.\»tcrs  relating  to  the!  sides  over  that  import;uit  department. 
J;iclhuis  in  this  sva'e, — to  investlgiite  their  situation  I  The  embarrassments  arising  frHm  the  disordered 
ai-.d  waiit*, — to  redress  tlieir  g-rievances, — to  diffuse   state  of  our  currencv,  have  incre;iscd  instead  of  di- 


aiiiong  (hftui  education,  agricuilur.^,  mora'i'y  and  re- 
ligion, :.ad   to  recomnu'iul  to  tlie    h-gisJHtiire  the 


minishing,  since   I  liad  the  honor  to  .address  the  le- 
gislature on  this  subject.    The  vast  excess  of  paper 
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Pitiide,  in  \\liich  profilg-iicy  is  inculciied  m  j^s  most 
odious  fonns  and  in  all  its  terrible  enormities. 

Oifenders  luiving-  thus  tne  amuyenjenls  of  society, 
being-  exempt  from  grievous  privation  and  severe 


fibove  metalic  money,  at  least  treble  in  amount,  and 

the  constant  demand  for  the  latter,  have  produced 

a  state  of  alarm  and  anxiety,  and  have  created  g-reat 

distress,  not  only  in  the  mercaiitile  cities,  but  in  all 

tlie  departments  of  productive  industry.     And  un- 1  iaijor,    and    entertaining'  a  persuasion  tliat  the  in- 

less  efficient   preventives  are  adopted,  and  suitable   creasing-   influx   into  the  ]H-ison  must   soon  release 

remedies  apphed,lhe  evil  will  be  in    a  Ptatc  of  pro-  them  from  confinement,  view  thoir  j-'inishmerjt  vvilh- 

£-ressive  aug-mentation.  Thei3upplies  of  the  precious   out  terror,  and  return  into  society  v.  itli  corrupt  prin- 

metals  have  decreased   in  consequence  of  tiic  ag-i-   ciples,  with  depraved  i'eelings,  and  v.ilh  every  dis- 


''tations  in  Spanish  Ameiica,  and  our  metalic  money 
is  continually  diminishing  by  its  conversion  into  ar- 
ticles of  luxury  and  accommodation,  and  by  %ast  ex- 
portations  to  Asia.     On  the  other  hand,  paper  mo 


position  to  renew  their  crimes.  Heuce  we  some- 
times see  ciyenders  imprisoned  on  a  third  convic- 
tion; aiid  frequently,  on  the  day  of  their  release  by 
pardon,  or  expiration  of  sentence,  witnesses   their 


r.ey  is  aug-menting-,  by  the  improvident  conduct  of  apprehension  for  new  ofl'cnces 


the  g-overnment,  in  the  creation  of  banking  insti- 
tutions, for  every  new  bank  will  increase  tlic  quan- 
tity of  paper  money  by  a  forced  circulation  of  its 


In  consequence  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  pri- 
sons, the  executive  is  reduced  to  this  dilemma — ei- 
ther to  exercise  the  pardoning-  pov.er  to  a  pernicious 


notes.  A  proposition  to  invest  banks  witii  the  pow-  e.xtent,  or  to  witness  the  destj-uction  of  the -vhole 
er  of  coining-  raoney,  would  have  no  advocates,  and  ipenitcnti.iry  system.  lie  is  also  frequentlv  deceiv- 
5^et  it  migiit  not   be  so  pernicious  as  the  authority  led  by  misrepresentation;  and  pardoi^s  are  sometina-s 


already  g-ranted  of  emitting  bank  notes;  for  in  the 
former  case,  the  money  would  have  no  intrisic  va- 
lue, and  its  emission  would  be  limited  by  the  ability 
of  the  banks  to  procure  the  precious  metals,  and  in 
the  other  its  value  would  depend  upon  the  mode  in 
which  these  institutions  were  established  and  .td- 
ininistered,  and  the  extent  of  their  issues  might  be 
tl'.eirabilitjto  obtain  the  engraving-  materials. 

To  ai-rest  the  progress  of  e\ils  so  alarming  will 
require  the  cordial  and  energetic  co-operation  of 
the  people  and  tlieir  governmenLs.  If  we  i-eturn 
to  the  observance  of  that  economy  and  simplicity 
jnost  becomlng'the  dignity  of  freemen,  we  may  con- 
fidently calculate  upon  being  rescued  from  this  un- 
enviable situation.  Waving  uniformly  opposed  the 
niiiltiplicaticn  of  banks,  I  now  only  express  opin- 
ions formed  fi:)r  many  years,  -.ifttr  mature  delibera- 
tion, and  which  are  every  day  sanctioned  liy  tlie  pro- 
gress of  time,  and  the  voice  of  experience 


granted  to  the  worst,  on  the  recommendation  of  tiic 
best  men  in  the  communit}-,  who,  in  Ustciiing  to 
their  sympathy,  lose  sight  of  their  patriotism,  and 
who  submit  themselves  to  the  influence  of  a  sicklv 
and  fastidious  humanity,  whicii  cenHnes  its  view  to 
the  oll'endei-»  and  does  not  perceive,  in  his  punish- 
ment, the  esrablishment  of  the  general  seciirity. 

Another  effect  is  iii.evital.le.  Instead  of  render- 
ing labor  productive  and  niaint  iniiig  the  establish- 
ment without  expense  to  the  state,  approp Nations 
for  its  support  are  annually  c;illed  for  and  are  in  a 
state  of  constant  aceumulallon. 

In  N:,vcmber  last,  there  w.ere  in  the  State  Prison 
at  New-York  about  603  convicts,  of  v\boni  410  were 
convicted  of  grand  larceny  and  86  for  ofieuces  re- 
lating to  the  counterfeiting  and  utteringbank  notes. 

There  were,   at  that  time,    in  the   state  jjrison  r.t 
Auburn,  about  131  convicts,  of  whom  50  ware  con- 
fined for  g-rand  larcenj',  and  36   for  couiUerfeiting 
The  state  of  our  penitentiaries  requires  your  .se-|  and  passing  bank  notes, 
jious  consideration,   and  must  excite  your  sincere       Tlie  total  number  in  both  prisons  was  734.     And 


3-egret.     As  the  only  legitimate  object  of  punish- 
ment is  to  prevent  crime,  by  reforming  the  nllV-n 


the  ofi'enders  guilty  of  grand    larceny  and  counter- 
feiting-and  uttering  bank  notes  weie   o82,  Icaving 


der,  by    incapacitating  him  from  perpetrating  fu- ;  only  152  convicted  of  other  crimes 


tiu'e  mischief  or  by  deterring  others  by  the  inflic- 
tion: and,  as  none  of  tiiese  coiisequences  has 
resulted,  the  failure  must  be  imputed  to  the  system, 
its  defective  arrangement,  or  improper  administra- 
jon.  Ai  it  has  succeeded  in  other  ]:)!aces  and  is 
strongl}- recommended,  by  the  voice  of  reason,  as 
■well  as  of  luimanity,  tlie  fault  must  be  ascribed  to 
other  causes  than  to  the  system  itself.  In  order  to 
reform  anofliender,  he  must  be  placed  beyond  the 
influence  of  bad  advice  and  example — his  mind  and 
his  passions  n\ust  be  disciplined  by  intellectual,  mo- 
ral and  religiou^s  instruction:  and  he  must  be  sub- 
jected to  privations,  to  labor  and  to  solitude:  and  in 
order  that  his  punishment  may  have  effect  on  the 
conduct  of  others,  it  is  equally  necessary  that  it 
should  be  certain  and  that  its  realities  shovdd  be  un- 
questionable. On  the  present  plan  there  is  no  clas- 
sification of  age  or  crime.  Each  apartment  is  cal- 
cvdated  for  about  eighteen  ]iersons.  All  descrip- 
tions of  convicts  are  crowded  together  without  dis- 
tinction— tlie  young  and  the  old — the  healthy  and 
the  unhealthy — the  novice  and  the  adept  in  crime. 
And  here  the  hardened  offender  boasts  of  his  vices, 
unfolds  his  expedients,  and  completely  eradicates 
any  remaining  impressions  of  rectitude.  Such  is  the 
pc:  versitv  of  human  nature  that  a  man  destitute  of 


As  one  main  source  of  the  evil  is  the. inordinate 
number  of  prisoners,  an  efhcKcious  remedy  might 
be  administered,  by  reducing  the  number  of  those 
confined  for  gn-and  larceny  and  offences  against 
banks. 

If  solitan'  cells,  for  the  punishment  of  offenders 
below  the  degree  of  grand  larceny,  were  establish- 
ed in  the  counties;  and  if  stealing  below  the  value 
of  fifty  dollars,  were  considered  petit  larceny  only, 
it  is  believed  that  our  penitentiaries  would  be  re- 
leased from  the  great  crowd,  which  destroys  their 
usefulness. 

A  law  was  passed  in  Lower  Can:ida  in  ISll,  pro- 
viding against  counterfeiting  the  bank  pu]:ier  of  oth- 
er countries,  and  against  making  the  materials  for 
that  purpose,  which  renders  the  offender  liable  to 
p-anishmentby  imprisonment,  whipping  and  the  pil- 
lory. Notwithstanding  that  statute  and  the  good 
disposition  of  that  government  to  suppress  the 
crime,  it  is  certain  that  the  counterfeiting  of  our 
bank  pajjer  is  principally  carried  on,  in  a  remote 
part  of  that  country,  at  a  distance  from  the  coercion, 
of  tiie  m:ig-!stracy.  f)ffenders  of  this  description 
may  be  chissilied  as  follows: 

1st.  The  engravers  of  plates,  makers  of  paijcr, 
and  signci-s  of  notes,   who  generally  reside   out  oi 


virtue  will  he  vain  of  his  vices.     And,  as  a  spirit  of  [our  jurisdiction. 

pi'oselytism  prevails  among  the  wicked,  as   well  as  i     2d.  Messengers  who  are  constantly  passing  fro:ri 

lie  goad.  ov:r  penitentiaries  become  schools  of  t'lr-' various  parts  of  the  country  to  the  seat  of  counter- 


oU 
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fciting,  to*obtatn  spurious  money  and  convey  it  to  u 
place  of  deposit. 

3u.  Those  who  keep  places  of  deposit,  generally 
in  the  vicinity  of  lai-g\*.  io\vns,  and  who  delivered 
the  bad  notes  to  otlu^rs  to  pass, 

4th.  Utterevs  of  counterfeit  monev. 


jc'cts  will  undoubtedly  present  themselves,  in  the 
coLirse  of  your  deliberations,  which  may  require 
your  attention.  P-rinit  uie  to  mention,  attliis  t-nie, 
the  pi'opi-iety  of  placing-  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  iiessions,  in  the  counties,  on  tlie  same  foot- 
iig'  a;j  that  of  the  citv  of  New- York;  and  also  of  al- 


As  these   crimes  are  of  dlrierent  enormity  they  iterinp;'  the  law  on  the  subject  of  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators, by  g'iving  tliem  time  to  arran<»'e  their - 
trtisls  before  the  institution  of  suits;  by  abrf>f^ating' 
i)rcferencesin  payment  of  debts,  and  by  facilitatinjj  ^ 
the  proving  and  recording  of  wills,  and  the  sales  of 
real  estates. 

After  assuring  you  of  my  cordial  co-nperation  in 
all  measures  for  the  jjublic  good,  I  shall  only  vle- 
tain  you  fiorn  your  important  duties  by  informing 
you  of  m}'  ])roceedings  in  the  execution  ofcertaia 
statutes  passed  at  the  last  session.  I  appointed  a 
commissioner  to  examine  the  outlet  of  Buifalo 
creek,  and  to  report  on  the  site,  plan  and  (-xpense.  , 
of  a  commodious  harbor  i'or  that  irnporiunt  jjlace. 
[  have  also  made  a  similar  arrangement  in  relation 
to  Little  SodusBay  and  Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario. — Commissioners  have  been  associated  witl\ 
the  attorney-general  to  perform  the  duties  assigned 
h}'  the  act  relative  to  the  claims  on  certain  lands  in 
the  comity  of  Putnam: — And  also  \*ith  the  surveyor 
general  t>i  lay  out  the  village  of  St.  l>eg;s,  and  to 
execute  the  other  requirements  of  the  actreh.tiag 
to  the  lands  Ijelonging  to  the  people  of  this  state  in 
the  St.  Keg;is  reservations.  An  agent  bus  lieen  a])- 
pointed  under  the  act  relative  to  the  demands  of 
tills  state  against  the  United  States,  and  he  has 
been  vigilantly  and  actively  engaged  in  the  per-  " 
formance  of  his  trust,  which  is  now  in  a  fair  train  of 


ought  to  be  subject  to  coi-respondent  punishmenti 
— and,  if  the  couiiterfeiters  and  the  proprietors  ot 
the  deposilaries  were  treated  with  the  utmost  se- 
verity, it  is  believed,  that  these  oiicnces  wotild  be 
much  diminished. 

1  shall  cause  the  statute  of  Lowci*  (Janada  to  be 
laid  before  you:  and  if  a  similar  act  were  ]jassed  in 
tills  st:;te,  it  niigiit  facilitate  such  arrangement  as 
would  effectually  crush  the  evil,  in  its  incipient 
stages. 

It  is  essential,  tljat  our  prison^  should  be  so  con- 
ptvucted  as  to  snbjsct  convicts  to  complete  and 
constant  inspection.  Er.cli  oiiendcr  snould  have  a 
separate  dormi':ory:  and,  as  in  the  day  tlirie  the 
prisoners  wouKl  be  employed  in  labor,  and,  under 
the  eye  of  keepers,  prevented  from  speaking  to 
each  other,  and,  in  the  night  time  in  a  scate  of  in- 
sulation, punishment  v>'ou!d  be  appalling-,  and  clean- 
liness, order  and rerulavity  would  predominate,  and 
as  no  conspl)-acies  could  be  An-uicl,  no  riots  or  in- 
surrections would  occur,  and  no  military  guard 
would  be.  re([uired.  A  mtiltipliclty  of  pardons 
woul'd  be  rendered  unnecessary,  by  the  improved 
condition  of  the  prisons,  and  the  prerogative  -mercy 
might  be  restrained  witliln  sah.iiar}"  limits,  by  ren- 
dering it  the  duty  of  the  district  attornies  to  trans- 
iliit  after  the  adjournment  of  every  criminal  court 
!i  detailed  statement  of  the  case  of  every  cpnvict 
Vo  the  executive  for  his  information. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year  a  serious  ins\trrec- 
tion  took  place  in  the  state  prison  at  New-York; 
»nd  at  various  times  a  refractory  spirit  has  been 
Diianifested,  injtu'ious  to  discipline,  destructive  of 
the  public  property  and  subversive  of  the  very  ends 
of  the  establisiimcnt.  Tills  dangerous  spirit  ought 
to  be  crushed,  by  the  infliction  of  exemplary  pun- 
ishment, and  the  inspectors  ought  to  be  expressly 
armed  with  power  to  compel  obedience  in  defi- 
ance of  all  consequences.  In  considerhig  these 
subjects  there  are  several  minor  arrangements, 
which  may  be  suggested  as  ]>roper.  In  case  no 
contract  can  be  made  for  the  supply  of  the  stsite 
prisvm,  or,  in  case  of  disadvantai^eons  (iffers,  a  dis- 


comy)letion.  The  duties  confuh-d  to  me  by  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  honor  the-  memory  of  general 
Richard  Montgomery,"  were  executed  under  a  full 
conviction  tliat  every  great  exam.ple  of  heroic  vir- 
tue ought  to  be  cherished  as  an  important  acqulsi- 
tign  to  the  hpnoc  and  dignilv  of  tlie  human  race. 

\)\-:  ■\M  TT  CLINTON. 
Albany,  6th  Jamtarv,  1819. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

COVEUNOirs   MESSAGE 

To  the  senate  uHil  house  -jf  vpresMitatives  of  the  com' 

mon~oealth  of  Pcnnsy'vnnia. 

FKLi.ow-ciT!7,r:xs — The  bentllcenc   of  l)ivins  Prn- 

viience  continues  to  be  exten  led  to  our  country  in 


cretionary  power  for  obtaining  supplies  ought  tolihe  general  diifusion  of  health,  the  blessings  of 
be  vesied" in  the  inspectors.  No  authority  has  been  pe  ce,  and  the  abui'.dant  fruits  of  the  earth,  und  de- 
given  for  disciplinirig  the  militia  gu:u'd  attached  to  j  mauds  oui-  devout  acknowledgments. 

In  observing  the  federal  ad.ministration  pursuing 
an  enliglitened  and  imp;ii-tl;d  course  of  poUc\',  nei- 
ther indulging  ambl-  i on  nor  evincing  timidity;  i  eady 
to  do  justice,  to  other  n.itions,  and  to  rerlress  tl'.e 
wioiigs  und  maint-iln  the  rights  iuid  independence 
of  our  own;  and  ;»s  public  agents  of  Pi-iiiis\  Ivanii, 
witnessing  the  pi-otectioo  which  every  worthy  man 
eaj'ivs  in  Ids  person  his  religion,  his  laboi",  .tod  his 
p  ■o;ie'-iy,  and  tracing  the  gradu:d  extension  of  his 
seitlemMits,  and  *he  rapid  progress  of  internal  im- 
provements; a  fair  occasion  is  prestnied  to  us  foi" 
niu"  vai  cou,.:r;itu!ation. 

TUiS  p.riod  of  tianqndity  and  prpspei'ity  'affords 
Hii  opporunilty  ;ui'i  sti'oagly  invites  us  to  persevere 
in  tlis  me;isures  liiat  have  b-en  cqnunenced,  and  to 
:id(»pt  such  others  as  may  be  deemed  necess:u-y  for 
r.he  pi-omotion  of  liie  happiness  of  llie  people;  tlie 
truean<l  legitimate- end  o!' a  repn'olicun  gov..Tninent. 
To  the  att;i!iinent  of  tills,  the  establishrnc  nl  ot  a. 
sys'em  of  educaii on,  as  enjoin^  1  by  the  consliniiion, 
is  essenti-d,  and  h.is  been    but  parlhiUv'complici 


the  state  prison  in  New-York.  The  inspectors  of 
the  two  penitentiaries  hold  their  offices  under  dis- 
tinct authorities,  and  it  is  diilicult  to  disicover  any 
g-oqd  reason  for  this  discrepance.  When  revising 
and  perfecting  this  code,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
combine  it  in  one  statute. 

There  is  no  question  but  that,  if  the  laudable 
efforts  of  the  societies  instituted  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  for  the  sujiprcssion  of  vice  and  the 
promotion  of  mora'lty,  were  enforced  by  additiomU 
und  j'owerful  sanctions,  many  of  tile  criinet?,  which 
fill  our  prisons  with  unhappy  ofFciuleis,  woidd  !iot 
be  perpetrated.  In  the  resorts  of  gambling,  druid;- 
iennc!;s  and  prcjslitution,  wc  must  look  for  the  sour- 
ces of  those  crimes,  which  poison  the  peace  offa- 

nilies  and  violate  the  good  order  of  society. 

'I'lie  statiites,  passed  at  the  last  session,  for  limit- 
ing the  n-arii)er  c/m;igistratcs,  extending  the  juris- 
tljct'on  of  tlie  interior  courts,  ancl  restraining-  abu- 
;,es  in  the  pi-actice  of  tiic   law,  li;i\-e   been  attended 

„,ith  salut;u-y   effects.     And  ether  important   sub- 
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will:  r,  is  a  r'lcr  of  genei-.il  HOlorieiy,  lliat  there 
is  not  1  srrii  a\'  of  learning  in  tlie  interior  of  ilis 
G  at,%  a\  uluc  .  Mie  pr  p;irau)ry  education  consider 
ed  b\  ':-ver;il  stcis  of  chn.st^^.ns  a'S  indispensble  to 
the  iice  is.nt;  ;i  ju-'-ach  ••  ot  ttie  G  )Spel,  or  which  is 
nece>sHry  for  '.he  highei-  brunches  of  mech:inic.e,  csin 
b:'  a.-,qu;red  O;  coirse,  m.my  of  our  youth  who 
have  tliosi-  pursuits  in  view,  as  wdl  as  otiier.s  wlio 
are  desirou--  of  obi  iininga  liber  d  education,  resort 
to  the  colleges  of  our  sister  states;  Iheiehy  aUduig' 
to  the  expense  of  Ih-ir  collegiate  educ.iion,  aiul 
withdruwing  the  amount  of  it  from  the  cii'cultting 
medium  of  our  own  siate.  The  cause  of  religion, 
tiierefoie,  the  inter  sis  of  general  science,  lud  of 
tiie  useful  and  ornamental  arts,  as  well  as  the  prin 


ouglit  to  be  songlit,  an  1  a  proper  remedy  afforded. 
I<  must  be  oivious,  tliai,  bowe-vr  equi  able  and 
saliUaiy  our  Lnvs  may  be,  their  beneficial  eftects 
must  be  >;reatly  diminisiied,  unless  our  public 
t:  ibuiinls,  by  wiiytevrr  name  they  m  y  be  c;dled,  be 
orgiinizL'd  in  such  a  form,  and  their  proceedings  re- 
gul  ite  I  in  such  \  m  inner,  that  they  may  expedi- 
tiously and  safisfactorily  apply  the  provisions  of  t!ie 
laws  to  tile  cases  th.it  arise  and'>r  them. 

The  delays  incident  to  the  prosectition  of  suits  to 
a  final  deiermiitition,  amount,  in  some  instruices, 
nearly  to  a  denial  of  justic  ■.  It  is  ascertained,  fronl 
^mihi.-ntic  sources,  that  one  hundred  and  seventy 
suits  in  error  are  now  pending  bi  (ore  the  siipieme 
oiirt,   the  period   of  the  decision  of  which    is  so 


ciples  of  economy,  urge  m:^  to  suggest  for  your  con- 1  distant  and  uncertain,  that  the  procrastination  may 

sideration,  either  the  relieving  of  Dickinson  college,    jji-ove   ruinous   to  many   worthy  suitors.     As  a  re- 

~ '  missness  of  duty  has  not  b'een  alleged  or  insinuated 


at  Carlisle,  from  its  pacuniary  embarrassments,  so  as 
to  enable  it  to  resume  its  functions  on  a  secure  and 
re.'^p^'c' able  basis;  or,  what  might  be  more  conducive 
to  the  credit  of  ihe  cunimonweal'h,  and  to  the  piii>- 
lie  b-iieiit,  the  consolidating  ihe  funds  ..nd  interests 
of  two  or  more  of  our  literary  institutions,  under 
such  modifications  as  tliey  v/ould  approve,  and  estab- 
lishing a  university  iu  a  central  part  of  tiie  state 
An  institution  of  tiiis  nature,  should  be  -ndowrd  in 
such  a  manner  that  tiie  tutors  or  professocs  m  ly  not 
be  entirely  dependeiu  on  the  c.isual  profit  of  tuition, 
or  the  number  of  students,  wliicli  nnght  oper.ite 
against  the  maintenance  of  good  ord.T  and  disci- 
pline, nfjr  yet  so  liberally  that  they  would  have  no 
motive  left  for  individual  exertion;  and  its  depari- 
ments  sliould  he  so  arraiig'd  tiiattlie  ddf^-re'it  grades 
of  educaiion,  from  the  ruli ments  of  grau.mar  to  tlie 
highest  scientific  and  professional  learning,  might 
be  attained. 

To  provide  for  the  education  of  tli?  poor,  gra'ui- 
tously,  is  also  a  dut_\- eqinHy  imperative  and  import- 
ant. This  sub j;-ct  lias  at  (iiiT'ren.  periods  occu[)ied 
the  attention  of  tir;  legislature:  but  the  measures 
bitiierlo  adopted,  have  not  proved  commensurite 
wiih  the  laii.Iible  motives  by  which  they  were 
diet  lied.  Tiie  diversity  of  languatces,  taught  in  tlte 
.state,  with  oilier  circumstavices,  present  great  dif 
ficulties  in  esiablishing  i  general  system,  that  would 
be  wiioUy  free  from  oi)j.-ction;  but  I  trust  they  are 
not  insurmountable.  Concenirating,  as  you  do,  a 
knowledge  of  the  local  situiiion,  and  views  of  the 
Jieople  in  every  quarter  of  the  state,  aided  by  the 
Jiglit  derived  fiom  expT-iinienife  iwude  by  your  pre- 
decessois,  you  must  be  competent,  and,  I  trust, 
desirous,  to  devise  a  system  that  will  accommodate 
the  wants,  and  f  vour  the  wishes  of  every  section  of 
the  commonwealth.     Arduous  and  diffi-.ult  as  the 


tgainst  tiie  judges  of  the  court,  this  serious  and 
j^'rowliigevil  must  be  attributed  to  sum"  othe,  cnuse, 
^'hich  it  is  wortiiy  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to 
•race,  and  their  duty  to  remove. 

As  aLj'-icidture  and  munuficlures  are  tiie  great 
>o.)rces  of  wealth,  and  the  only  solid  foundation  i/f 
our  comforts  and  independence,  they  are  pari  iculaily 
^'lUi'l-d  to  the  fostering  care  of  government.  Tiie 
jiower  of  cherishing  iwd  protecting  manuficturts, 
on  an  extended  scaK-,  or  be}ond  those  of  the  hou.se- 
hold  directly  connected  with  agriculture,  belonga 
more  immediately  to  the  general,  th  ui  the  state  go- 
vernment. Agricidture,  the  b.isis  of  manufactures, 
and  the  most  essential  of  ail  the  arts  to  the  general 
welfare,  is  fully  within  the  scope  of  our  constitu- 
tional powers  to  aid  and  encourage,  and  lias  a  strong 
cl  dm  to  legislative  p.itronage.  Pennsylvania,  from 
the  {fee  principle  of  her  politic d  institutions,  her 
genial  clim.Ue,  the  fertility  of  her  soil,  and  the  enler- 
piize  of  her  citizens,  without  havin.i;  received  siiy 
direct  support  from  the  government,  more  than  the 
common  protection  ■ift'ortlei.i  to  labor  and  property, 
deservedly  sustains  the  character  of  an  agricultural 
state.  Tlie  knowledge,  however,  of  the  art  of  hus- 
bandry, may  be  improved;  and  it  is  not  only  the 
interest,  but  siiould  be  the  prid-^  of  the  representa- 
tives of  an  agricultural  people,  to  promote  its  .".d- 
vaiicement.  Tiiougii  the  art  m;ty  be  enlightened 
and  assisted  by  science,  it  is  not  from  speculation 
and  theories  alone,  but  from  various  and  rct>eaied 
experiments,  together  with  close  observation,  that 
a  proper  knowliilge  of  it  is  to  be  attained.  The 
cxpensf:  of  making  such  exp':rinienis,  frequent  ly  un- 
certain in  their  results,  few  individtuds  huve  the 
abili'y  or  inclination  to  encounter.  II  might  there- 
fore be  advantageous,  if  the  commonweaitli  were  to 


task  m^y  be,  its  p-rformance  would  bring  with  it  an  j  purchase  within  her  limits,  several  small  farm.s, 
ample  reward  Education  has  sue!)  an  influence  in;  situate  I  in  difi'erent  latitudes  and  embmcing  v.ii  ious 
improving  aniexpmUng  the  imellectual  power.s,  j  qu  dities  of  soil,  and  plice  them  under  tlie  super- 
and  in  infusing  into  youtiiful  and  untainted  minds,   intendance  of  boards  of  managers,  or  voluntary  so- 


correct  ideas   of  religion,  justice  and  honor,   that 


cisties,  formed  for  the  purpose,  with  directions  re- 


crimes  are  not  so  frequently  associated  with  it  .i.s  speclively  to  make  exp^'iments  of  the  effects  of 
wi^h  ignorance  and  debasement  of  mind.  The  ge-  i  native  manures;  of  the  different  modes  of  tillage;  of 
neral  disseinin nion  of  information,  by  enabling  At\  'he  cultivation  of  grains  and  grasses;  of  breeding 
to  become  acqu'inievl  with  their  duties  ind  rig!its,!  domestic  animals;  of  rearing  fruit  trees;  of  the  pre- 
tends to  prev,-nt  the  cimmi.ssion  of  crimes;  an  efiVct  I  nervation  of  fruits;  of  the  utility  of  newly  invented 
Hut  to  he  exp-^cted  from  penal  law,*  alone.  It  may  i  implements  of  husbandry,  intended  to  facilitaie  or 
indeed  be  questioned,  how  far  it  is  correct  m  a  go-  abridge  labor;  of  the  cheapest  and  most  durable 
vernment  to  jjunish  ofiVnces  without  miking  an  ef-  ni:>de  of  fencing;  and  whatever  else  may  be  con- 
*^rt  to  en^ible  the  people  to  acquire  a  knowledge  ofinected  wiiii  agi-icuitiire;  and  periodically  to  publish 
the  Iv.vs,  and  ih.-ir  iv^lative  duties  in  society.  tiii  results  with  obsei'vations  tliereon.  Tlie  expenses 

The  defects  in  the  a;lmini'i>ration  of  jusliee  con-|of  suc;i  establishmeti's  would  be  trivial,  when  com- 
tinue  to   be  a  topic   <»f  complaint.      Wiietiier   tiiisiparel  with  the  knowledge  that  might  be  thereby 
arises  liom  ralical  errors  jn  the  organlz  ition  of  iliej  acquired  and  diffused  on  a  sttbject  in  which  every 
whole,  or  any  pirtof  our  jiidici'iry  system,  or  f.orii  <  cii  ;zen  is  deeply  inteivsted.. 
lite  rulco  ofpr  .c.ice  aJ  ipied  ur.dir  it;  the  iiuecaiiso'     To  cncaunge  kwl  stiiiud-ite  iriduEtry,  ti.e  ^^rcat 
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springof  Iheimprovement  ami  extension  of  arricul- 

tiire,  .>.isy  Mtd  sufc  clianncis  of  traiiipoi-tation  ihr  ll^e 
pi-odiicis  of  the  soil  ^)  a  certain  market,  me  indis- 


■nto  tlip  AIlejjhe:\v,  rlcsipnated  in  its  vicinity  by  tlie 
name  of  Potato  creek.  4tli.  15y  Pine  creek,  winch 
approiiclKrs  near  to  tlie  s-ources  of  the  Allej^hcny. 


i)cnsible.  Hy  the  bounty  of  former  legislatures,  and  1  It  is  also  considered  practic.ble  to  coon»?ct  tlie 
ilie  meritorious  exertions  of  comp-mies  incorporated!  waters  of  like  Erie  witli  those  of  the  Allegheny 
tor  the  purpose,  about  nine  hundred  and  eighty  miles  j  riwi-,  by  FiTnc'i  ct-ek,  or  by  theC'ictaque  l.k.-  and 
of  turnpike  road  h.ive  been  completed,  and  inimer-  Cnncw:in(.fo  cref.k.  If  the  l.ittr*r  route  should  be 
ous  elegant  and  substantial  bridges  erected  across  prr^f'ernid,  the  previous  conseut  of  the  state  of  NVw- 
our  principal  streams;  but  much  still  remains  to  be|  York  would  be  nect-ssary;  which  from  her  known 
performed.  The  completion  of  ro.ids,  tliat  are  now  j  liber  dity,  could  doubtless  be  obtained.  la  some, 
from  want  of  funds  proi^ressinj^  slowly  under  thej  and  perjiap?  in  all  of  these  routes,  short  poitagei 
direction  of  companies,  nH[;ht,  by  an  accession  there-  mif;ht  be  necessary.  It  is,  however,  said,  wiih  some 
to,  be  accelerated,  and  tlie  public  interest  promoted.!  degree  of  confidence,  by  those  who  hive  a  loc  «l 
Internal  navigation  alFords  the  cheapest,  the  most  j  kiiowledi,e  of  the  coiiiUiy  and  the  diflereni  sire:  ms, 
certain,  and  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  trans- j  that  a  water  communication  may  be  opened  from 
portation:  yet  there  has  not  been  much  efil^cted  to  Philadc-lptiia  to  like  K>-ie,  without  the  interruption 
wards  its  improvement,  nolvvriihstanding  the  num  of  a  sini^le  port  ige.  The  water?  of  the  Potomac, 
ber,  relative  situations  and  diversified  courses  oM  as  a  branch  of  this  great  system  of  water  commnnica- 
our  streams,  are  admirably  weii  calculated  for  the  ;  lion,  might  also  h^  conn  'cted  with  •  lie  Susquehanna 
purpose.  AV'iien  you  reflect  on  tli^;  l.m  iable  spirit  j  by  means  of  the  C mococheMgue  and  the  C'in.)do- 
<)f  enterprize,  displiyedon  tins  iiitereslii-.g  subject,  .^uinet  creeks;  the  Conococ'ieague  being  tributary 
by  some  of  our  iieig'iboring  states,  I  am  persuaded  'to  the  Putomac,  ;mj  navigable,  at  certain  se.isoiis, 
vou  will  concur  willi  me  in  the  opinion,  tli.it  to  avail !  up  to  and  within  the  limits  of  oi;r  state.  Th  •  dis-^ 
ourselves  of  t!ie  benefits  that  ivi.iy  be  derived  from  J  tance  from  the  Susnuehanna  at  II  u-risburg,  to  the 
our  loc-d  position,  and  the  other  intm-al  advantages  |  point  at  which  the  C oiiococlie  .gu-^  crosses  the  line 
which  we  possess,  a  general  and  comjirehensive  sys- 1  belwe^-n  Marvland  and  fViinsvlvania  is  about  six-y- 


tern  fi)r  tiie  improvemeiit  of  our  internal  navigitlon, 
ought  to  be  adopted;  and  tliat  after  a  proper  plan  of 
operations  is  m.ilurely  formed,  it  sliowl  1  be  uiii- 
liinnly  adhered  to  and  steadily  pr»)secuied. 

Tne  idea  of  connecting  the  western  waters  of  tlie 


five  miles,  and  tlie  ground  rem.vikably  level.  1  h  ve 
also  understood  from  sources  entitled  to  respect, 
that  those  rivei's  might  be  connecied,  east  of  the 
Soutii  Moun  ain,  by  tlie  Monoeosey  .sn  I  Coiiewago, 
'he  head  w iters  of  which   iiearh-  iii'erlock      Ii  is 


Oiiio  and  the  great  Ijikes  with  the  tide  water  of  I'^e  iobvlou?,  th  it  the  connection  of  these  rivers  between 
IJelaware,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Pudadeljiliia,  hasjany  of  the  points,  would  draw  some  of  the  prouucis 
been  often  stiggested,  and  many  believe  it  to  be 'of  two  of  our  sister  ststes,  and  of  several  counties 
jn-iclicable.  There  is  no  object  of  publi'^  improve- j  in  our  own  slate,  wiiich  now  find  a  market  elsewlie.e, 
luent  more  worthy  the  energies  and  enlerprize  of  ]  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  solong  as  that  city  main- 
ihe  legislature,  and  the  active  industry  of  the  citi-j  tains  her  ascendancy  in  c.npital  over  the  sniilhern 
;<,ens,  or  one  that  when  accomplished  would  be  pro- jseaporl?;.  The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
ilnctive  of  iTi(we  beneficiui  consequences.  It  would  [the  rivers  referred  to,  with  iheir  tribut-o-y  sire  mis, 
link  together,  a.nd  facilitate 'the  mierco'irse  between  .witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  as  fir  up  and  as 
the  various  paits  of  oi4r  territory;  be  invaluable,  in  |  near  -.o  their  sources  as  possible,  would  form  an  es- 
everv  point  of  view,  in  time  of  peace;  and,  during  [ssrjfial  part  of  the  g>^iieral  system,  and  widdy  dill'use 
\var,'enable  us  to  transport  our  means  of  defence  or  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 
annoyance  to  any  part  of  the  St.  te  with  cspediti<m  ■  r.,  •         .       ■  .        ^r 

and  safety.  Tlie  celerity  with  which  the  Schuvlkil!  .  ^'^  P^senUng  a  view  of  this  extensive  system  of 
navigation  company  has'progrcssed  in  their  ..^rler- i '"^«'"^'  '"'P';."»-'^'T^^"t.  f"r  your  consideration,  1  am 
takl..^,  promises  an  earlier  completion  of  it  than  p'^^f'^.  "^■''^  'f  ''PP'-'>ved  of,  U  cannot,  Irom  our  pre- 
was  anticipated;  and  furnishes  probable  evidence  of  l'^^"'-  '--isoorccs,  be  immediately  accomplished,  but 


exoectation   that   a   water    c(mimiinication   can   be    ''''^•^'^     .  ,     ,  .,  ,  ... 

en-ected  from  tlie  mouth  of  the  Tnlpehocken  on  the  '"  '-  ■•dUive  pracl.cabdily  and  expense  of  improving 
Schuylkill,  to  the  mouih  of  Swatara  on  the  Sus-  ^'le  navigation  by  the  dilTereut  routes,  may  be  as- 
cuehmna,  which  some  h  .d  hitherto  deemed  im-  cerlamul,  the^  most  e  igible  o.:e  se  ecied;  and  the 
I  racticiib  e.  U  is  alleged  that  those  tu  o  rivers  may  !  P|:"seculio.,  ot  the  work  aud.onsed.  1  he  magii.  udc 
be  also  connected  bv  a  can.d  from  Mill  Creek,  at  the  |"f  ^''^.  "^  lertak.ng  would  neccssarJy  uUr.ct  aa 
l.eal  of  Ih-  SollU^■lkill,  to  a  certain  point  on  n^c  !  ^'^f ''"'""  "^  mechanica  and  common  l.ibor  from 
Ilea  I  m   ui  .  ,  i  i  other  slates  and  countries,  and  it  might  thereiorc 

Tll^rbeen  likewise  said  bv  a  skilHil  ^,,^lr^.,y,^h.  .c<^>mpUsh.d  ^.\±aul  injuring  our  ^i^|-icu!t..re 
that  a  can.^l  could  be  made,  leadoig  iiom  the  Sus- '^"'J,  "^i'^^';. '"•^"f'>'^^  "*  "idiistry.  oy  w.lhira«ini, 
quehamu  at  the  town  of  .;  .himbri^  by  the  city  of  I  ^'°'-l^''"^''»  ''•«'"  ^''^"'^  pnvsm^s. 
iijincaster,  to  the  waters  oi'  tlie  ))  liware.  If  the  |  We  have  no  data  at  present  for  estimating  the 
Delaware,  by  means  of  the  SeJuiylkill,  or  otherwise,  i  cxp^'iise  of  coinjileling  the  s)stem.  It  is,  however, 
can  be  united  wish  tlie  waters  of  the  Susquehanna,  j  probable,  liiat  it  would  exceed  what  could  be  ex- 
it; ijroduces  a  powerful  incentive  fm'  coinicciing  thej  peeled  to  be  paid  by  companies  associated  for  the 
litter  witii  the  Allegheny;  which  is  consi.leied  prac-  purpose,  together  with  any  sum  thit  could  be  ad- 
^ic^'.debv  various  routes.  1st.  IJy  the  rrai-,kstown;  vanced  from  the  ordiniry  funis  of  the  conimon- 
•  I- .inch  of  Juniata,  and  the  O.ni'ni.iogl!.  ^,1.  liy  the!  wealth;  and  thai  to  render  eRicienl  aid  to  ihe  coin- 
Js  II  ieiTiaho'.iiiig  and  ■!'ob)'s  creek.  .).!.  Hy  tlie  north  jpinies  tint  inighL  emb  irk  in  tUe  measure,  it  wonhl 
b.T.-..cU  of  Sr.iiicmahoninij-  and  a  streaia  that  fiows'b;  iiccessary  to  .;reale  a  dij'-iucr  revenue,  and  pledge 
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it  for  the  payment  of  the  stock  that  tne  stale  might 

auDscribe. 

I'.iC  iiicorporaiion  of  companies  for  c;;iTying  ou 
inlenijl  improvements  li;»s  oeen  object^'d  to;  out  it 
is  (;  fficuii  to  devise  a  bctiei-  of  more  eii'ectual  i)lan 
for  ihe  purpose — As  they  are  already  niimeioiis, 
and  iheii-  number  is  an;uially  increasing,  ;ipprel>en- 
sioiis  fire  enLertuiued  that  t!iey  may,  by  combining 
logftber,  acqiin-e  darii^pious  infltience:  u  might 
tiiei-ej  .rt  be  pi'opei',  in  oi-iler  to  all.<y  ihe.su  appre- 
ht-nsions,  as  well  as  fVoui  other  considerations,  to 
cruJie  a  {'tiHd,  and  periodically  apply  its  proceeds  to 
the  purcliasing  the  interests  of  some  of  the  com- 
panies in  these  improvements.  They  mijfht  then 
cither  be  used  by  the  public  free  of  expense,  or  tolls 


security  for  the  p  lyment  of  the  sum  legally  ascer, 
i.amed  to  be  due  him. 

'i'he  laws  lespecting  marriages  may  deserve  the 
attention  of  the  legislature.  The  mode  of  con- 
tracting marriages  is  so  various  and  unsettled,  that 
someti'Hes  disagreeable  consequences  result  from 
it.  Many  of  them  are  uncertain  in  the  public  eye, 
and  often  incapable  of  proof.  As  they  are  the  ba- 
sis of  our  hwvs  ot  descent  and  inheritance,  the  im- 
portance of  which  is  daily  increasing,  from  the  e:j- 
tention  of  population  and  the  accumulation  nt' 
wealth,  it  is  necessary  for  their  due  administration 
that  m'trriages  be  celebrated  in  a  regular  manner, 
easily  complied  with,  and  susceptible  of  ready 
proof     It  is  therefore  submitted  for  your  conside- 


collected  for  the- commonwealth,  as  the  stats  of  her  j  ration,  that  w'lile  the  solemnization  of  msrriages  by 
finances  ini(,lu  justify,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla- 1  ;'ny  religious  society,  agreeable  to  their  respective 
tore  diri.-ct.  'rules,  be  us  at  present  sanctioned  by  law,  tlie  form 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legislature,  1  and  manner  by  which  the  civil  authority  shall  cele- 
have  received  commiuiications  from  the  governors  brate  them,  might  be  m.(ve clearly  defined  and  b£t- 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  inclosing  resolutions  of  ter  regulated;  and  whether  it  would  not  contribute 
their  respective  stales,  m  relation  to  the  appoint- Uo  the  good  orderand  strength  of  society,  if  all  mar- 
ment  of  cominissioiiers  for  eximining  the  obslruc-'riages  wtredirecti-d  to  be  registered  in  the  proper 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Ohio  between  {county,  within  a  certain  period  after  their  celebra- 
thc  city  of  Pittsl3tii-g  and  Sl)ippini,port;  of  which  jtion.  It  may  be  proper  also  lo  mention  theprac- 
the  commissioner,  ap[)oinled  by  your  predecessors  'ice  of  granting  licenses  for  the  celebration  of  mar- 
for  a  similar  pur|)ose,  was  immediately  notified. ;  riages,  on  payment  of  certain  fees  to  the  state. — 
But  the  season  was  then  too  far  aavanced  to  proceed  This  pr.ic  ice  originated  in  other  countries,  and 
in  the  business;  und,  Ian  informed,  arrangeinenls  j  was  introduced  into  [Pennsylvania  as  one  of  the 
will  be  made  to  prosecute  it  e;a-ly  in  the  next  sum-  perquisites  of  the  proprietary  governors  and  their 


iTter. 

1  litve  also  received  a  communication  from  the 
board  of  commissioners,  appointed  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  Kenluck)',  entitled  "an  act  to  incor- 
porate tlie  K  'utuck*  Oiiio  canal  company,"  request- 
ing a  subscription  on  behalf  of  this  commouweaUh 
in  the  stock  of  the  company,  with  a  copy  of  tlie  act 
referred   to.      The  act  directs   that  five  hundred 


secretaries.  The  power  of  issuing  them  has  not 
been  contimied  by  any  positive  law,  but  is  recog- 
nised in  several  of  our  acts  of  assembly.  The  term 
license  implies  a  pov,'er  to  prevent;  which  ouglit 
not  to  be  applied  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  natural 
right.  The  government  may  modify  and  regulate 
its  exercise,  but  cannot  claim  the  authority  to  pro- 
hibit it.     Though   mariiagfs   msy  be  legally  celc 


shares  of  the  stock  of  the  company  be  reserved  for  J  bra' ed  without  litenses  fiom  the  state,  still,  as  the 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  like  number  for  recognition  of  the  power  of  granting  such  licenses, 
each  of  Ihe  states  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  implies  the  power  to  withhold  them,  it  might  be 
of  the  United  States.  The  completion  of  the  con- .proper  to  abolish  them  altogether, 
templated  canal,  so  as  to  afford  a  safe  navigation!  The  lawsf  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immo- 
past  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  near  Louisville, 'rality,  will  admit  of  some  beneficial  alterations  and 
would  be  peculiarly  advantageous  to  a  great  [XM-tion  I  additions;  and  parliculnrly  that  of  providing  more 
of  Penns^  Ivania,  as  well  as  the  three  states  that  have !  <flectually  for  their  due  execution.  It  is  proper 
been  mentioned.  We  have  therefore  the  induce- jalso  to  remark  that  mucli  inconvenience  annually 
ment  of  interest,  stimulated  by  a  just  spirit  of  emula- :  arises  from  the  late  promulgation  and  distributioii 


tion,  to  contribute  a  proportionable  share  for  the 
promotion  of  thfi  undertaking. 

The  secretary  will  iay  before  you  copies  of  ll-e 
act,  with  the  commuuicatioas  and  resolutions  re- 
ferred to;  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  soliciting  aid 
for  the  J\  Itches  hospital,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of 
a.  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  state  on  the 
subject. 


of  the  laws.  It  is  .t  ground  of  complaint,  that  ma- 
ny of  them  are  in  force  before  the  people  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  their  provisions. 

I  am  noi  aware  that  the  principles  ot  our  penat 
code  require,  at  present,  any  material  change.  I'hc 
punishment,  however,  of  kidnapping,  is  not  propor- 
tioned to  the  offence,  and  requires  to  be  increased, 
Tn  connection  «'ith  this  subject  I  have  to  observe, 
that  it  is  "isual  to  take  colored  persons,  in  numbers 


The  utility  of  the  arbitration  system  hfts  been  p'l"""*''!  together,  through  our  state,  and  especial 


tested,  and  the  aihantages  resulting  from  it  gene 
rally  admitted.  These  advantages  may  be  increased 
by  occasionally  reviewing  and  modifying  such  of 
its  provisions  as  experience  may  have  slicwn  to  he 
necessary.  The  present  laws  on  the  subject  con- 
tain no  authority,  without  tlie  consent  of  the  parties 
to  a  suit,  to  supply  vacancies  occasioned  liy  the 
death  of  arbitrators.  This  omission  is  frequently 
injurious  to  one  or  other  of  the  parties.  The  de- 
fendant is  iv'quired  to  enter  special  bail  on  the  ap- 
peal from  the  award  of  arbitrators,  whicli  bail  is 
not  li.ible  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  if  the  sum 
recovered  in  court  be  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
award.  .Justice  would  require,  that  the  reduction 
of  :lic  awaid   should  not  diminish  ttie  plaintiff's 


ly  in  the  south  western  parts  of  it,  without  enquiry 
being  made  into  the  cause  or  object  of  the  proce- 
flure.  This  practice  affords  inducements  to  th* 
commission  of  the  crime,  and  facilities  in  escaping' 
from  detect i'jn. 

In  May  last  information  was  communicated  by 
the  major  of  ordnance  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
city  ot  Pittsburg,  thai  he  was  prepared  to  deliver, 
at  any  point  on  tlie  western  waters,  upon  a  requisi- 
tion being  made,  artillery,  with  their  carriages  and 
implements  complete,  muskets,  rifles,  swords  and 
pistols,  in  such  number  and  proportion  as  might  be 
required,  not  exceeding  the  quota  due  to  Pennsyl- 
vaiiia  under  the  act  of  congress  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  whole  body  of  militia.    The  ai-scnal 
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at  Meadviile  was  not  then  cor.ioleted;  and  shere 
beinfr  no  o.her  nlace  on  the  wes'.ern  waters  were 
they  coii'.d  be  conveniently  received,  be  \v.»s  re- 
qrested  loretiiiii  hem  m  )ui  possession  f)valiiT»il- 
cd  time.  The  arsenal  has  snice  bren  coiTipiclyd, 
and  it  belongs  to  the  let;lslature  lo  direct  the  pro- 


commend   th'-ir    bejn^  uppli'='d  to    ti^e  objf-ci  for 
which  they  wrre  origin.illv  inteiiiled. 

The  trust  co  .fided  to  the  leiji-lative  and  execu- 
tive lepartmenls,  is  ard'ious,  and  imposes  hij^li  re.- 
spotisi'/iiities.     Iri  the  ;Iisc';arge  of  our  respective 


du'ies,  it  is  incumbent  on  us,  v.i'hout  abandoning 
porUon  of  the  enumera'ed  ariicles,  tliut  it  would  ipoliticai  p.-iii'-iple,  to  endeavor  lo  allay  the  asperi- 
be  proper  for  the  stale  to  receive.  iti^s  of  p^-rty  rancour,  and    to  incilrate,  hv  the   ex- 

So!Tie  of  the  arms  that  may    be  directed    to   be '.liople  ofowr  perso^i.d  intercourse,    bv  private  and 
collected    and   deposited  nt  the   arsenal  at  Mead-    public  ac'is,  th.e  principles  of  b-nevoience  and  har- 


ville,  ;s  well  as  those  which  are  now  iii  i!ie  siate 
^rsen^ls  at  Philadelphia  and  II.u  rioburp,  req".ire 
rep-^.irs;  for  which  an  appropriation  is  necess;iry. 

The  last  enrol  •  en  of  our  militia  exliibits  vhe 
number  of  one  luindred  and  eig^neen  thi"i':saivd  and 
sixteen,  ready  to  be  callrd  into  li»e  public  service, 
whenever  the  cxi.^er.cies  of  the  country  may  re- 
quire it.  To  av^rt  the  d;ingcr  and  supercede  the 
necessily  of  standi'jj  arniie*.  the  auspicious  season 
ofpeace,  might  be  profi.:tbiy  embraced  lo  amend 
the  derects  of  iiur  miruiasy>.te!n. 

Copies  win  be  laid  before  you  of  rPsoliitlor:s 
adopt'xl  by  ihe  legislatures  of  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New  Hampshire  and  Mississippi,  relative  to 
amendments  to  ihe  consti'iiMon  of  the  United 
Stares,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the 
governors  of  thrse  slates. 

Tlie  duties  enjoined  upon  the  executive  by  the 
laws  of  ihe  last  session  of  tlie  legislature,  o;-  that 
Jiave  oiherwise  occurred,  have  been  performed,  or 
are  in  a  lr?ln  (,f  execution. 

It  is,  however,  with  regret  I  have  to  state  that 
the  medals  directed  to  be  procured,  and  presented 
to  commodore  P°rry  and  his  associates  in  arms,  are 
not  coir.pleled.     To  apprise  you  luUy  of  the   cir 


niony,  the  solace  and  happiiie.>s  ofsoci.il  life.  By 
pursuin.g  a  policy  thus  m^gnanimou.«,  »nd  di- 
vesiini):  oursrlves  of  every  feeling  in  our  official  ca- 
reer,  but  that  oi  z-ai  'o  p'orno'e  th^  welf.re  ynd 
prosperity  of  our  coun'ry,  we  car.noi  f  il,  under  the 
favor  of  Providence,  to  coiili^.ue  a  gre^t  and  h  :ppy 
people,  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  dist'''!,'ns!ied 


lessmgs  we  enjoy. 


WILLIAM  VINDLAY. 


/f.iriisbuvif^  Decemlifir  3,  IS '..5 


Legislature  of  Kentuci 
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GOVERXORS   MESSAGE. 

FeVo~o  citizens  nf  the  senate, 

and  of  '.he  house  of  representatives — 
I  regret  that,  owing  to  he  tK-clinrng  hi-'allh  of  an 
affectionate  iiid  promising  son,  for  some  montiis 
past,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  so  full  a  view  of  tiie 
state  of  tiie  commonwt-altli,  as  1  woukl  wi^li  to 
communicate.  Un^er  the  pres^sure  of  don-estic 
affliction  the  most  <li<;tressing,  1  find  some  consola- 
tion in  contempliting  tlie  envi.^bie  condition  of  our 
country.  Our  nation;il  character  placed  on  the 
most  elevated  ground,  free  and  happy  at  home,  re- 
spected abroad,  we  seem   to  be  blessed  among   the 


cumstanccs   which  have   debyed   their  execution,!,,  .tions  of  the  earth.  Our  arms  have  been  triumphant 
the  secretary  will  lay  before  you  copies  of  the  cor-!  by  sea  and  land;  hut  let  us  not  forget  that  dunns: 


respondence  on  the  subject,   Wiiich  passed  during 
tl»e  recess  of  the  legi^hturo. 

The  accounting  otFici  rs  ".vill  shortly  deliver  to 
vOl'!,  .Tgreeable  to  law,  a  ilet;.iled  statement  of  the 
financts  of  the  commomveidtli.  The  revenues,  if 
their  sources  remain  undisturbed,  will  besutKcien^ 
<o  ciefray  the  expenses  of  the  government,  sustain 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  commonwealth,  liberally 
patronise  agriculture  and  education,  and  uid  inter- 
nal iinprovenient  of  every  description,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  an  expensive  system  of  inliind  navigation, 
lor  whicli  a  provision  has  been  suggested. 

As,  however,  the  periods  of  making  demands  on 
the  treasury  for  appropriations  for  some  of  those 
objects,  are  contingent  and  irregular,  il  may  be 
cccasionally  necessary,  as  heretofore,  to  negociate 
temporary  loans,  in  order  to  enable  t!ie  common 
weHllh  to  fulfil  her  eugagemputs.  The  legislauire 
at  tiieir  last  session  made  provision  for  such  con- 
'.ii'.gencies.  and  in  {)u;'f>uance  of  die  act  of  tiie  22d 
of  Ai.irch  l.tsl,  1  negociated  a  loan  of  50,0U0  dollars 
in  the  month  of  April,  and  »nother  of  tlin  like  '.ii  . 
in  the  month  of  .\ovember,  with  the  Phi!:idelp:iiu 
bank,  at  5  per  cent.  i\iterest;  both  payable  wivhin 
four  years  from  die  dales  of  the  loans,  in  such  in 
stalm^nis  as  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth 
iniglit  justify.  Whedier  it  may  be  necessary  to 
tnake  fji  ihcr  loans  under  ilie  autiiori  y  of  the  act 
J'cfctrrcd  to,  withii  the  pi?riod  whicli  ii  prescribes, 
depencls  upon  circumstances  which  cannot  before- 
seen  or  controulpd. 

M.my  iif  ihe  materials  tiiat  hive  been  collected, 
for.tlie  e.-eriion  of  the  capilol  at  Harrisburg,  may 
i)C  injured  bv  time;  and  wit!;  all  the  vn'ilaiice  that 
has  been  exercised  for  their  preservation,  i  hey  have 
been  gradually  wasiing.  I  would,  ih?r<-f >rf,  with 
d?:fcrer.je  to  the  judjni.'iU  of  the  legislaluiC,  re- 


this  season  of  internal  tranquility,  it  is  our  duty  to 
improve  and  mature  our  civil  institutions.  Un- 
fortunately for  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind, they  have  been  too  much  concerned  about 
the  afTairs  of  other  countries,  to  aitend  to  those 
needful  r^gulatio.is  of  internal  policy,  upon  whicli 
their  security  and  welfare  essen'idly  depend. — 
While  it  is  our  duty  to  be  prepared  to  repel  every 
assailant  of  our  rights  and  honor,  our  chief  object 
shouhl  be,  as  it  is  that  of  every  jusi  aiK'  wise  govern- 
ment, to  render  the  people  free  and  happy  Tiiis  is 
best  attained  by  a  diligent  attention  'o  our  civil  in- 
stitutions. If  these  are  wise  and  well  regulated,  if 
tlie  internal  administration  of  the  state  is  faithfully 
conducted,  the  people  have  little  to  fear. 

With  regard  lo  the  pecuni  uy  alfjirs  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, I  have  nothing  to  communicate.  You  will 
be  informed  on  tiiat  subject  by  the  report  of  the 
auditor  of  public  accouins,  winch  will,  I  jjresume, 
lie  laid  before  \ou  at  an  e  ndy  pe-riod  of  you  present 
session.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  busines."; 
is  by  law  particularly  assigned  to  thai  officer.  I 
again  most  earnestly  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  building;  it  is  not  stiflicient  to  accom- 
modate h.df  .he  number  confined,  ami  is  now  in  a 
state  of  rapid  decay.  I  entreat  you  gi'ner;dly,  or  by 
a  large  committee,  lo  eximiof'  i',  and  the  situation 
of  the  unfortuna  e  victims  of  fdly  and  vice  there 
confined.  The  humane  and  ]ihi'.anthropic  spirit  of 
our  country  gave  birth  to  the  insiiiution,  an/l  it  will 
not,  I  hope,  be  abandon  h1.  If  lhi:i  system  ofpun- 
ishm-.Mit  and  reformation  is  to  hv  conliimed,  both 
justice  and  humanity  tlem  utd  the  attention  and 
immediate  interference  of  the  legislature  The 
ponilentnry  house  musi  be  repaired  and  consider- 
ably enlarj,ed.  It  is  ceitainly  the  duty  and  jjolicy 
of  the  government  to  extend  to  ihoie  unforluiute 
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and  suffering  beings,  all  the  comfort  and  Hccom- 
modation  which  theii-  health  requires,  and  is  con- 
sistent with  their  condiiion  and  the  end  oF  their 
confinement.  The  thanks  of  the  government  are 
due  to  the  Kentucky  Auxiliary  Bible  society  ;md 
Lexington  Independent  Bible  society,  for  bibles 
gratuiionsly  furnished  tlie  penitentiary  since  the 
last  session.  Before  I  take  leave  of  this  subject,  1 
must  remind  you  that  neither  the  keeper  nor  agent 
is  authorized,  by  law,  to  furnish  those  disch<rged 
with  even  a  sm.ill  pittance  to  d-^fray  their  expenses 
until  they  can  engage  in  some  honest  employment; 
nor  are  they  entitled  to  ordinary  clothing  to  disguise 
the  evidences  of  their  past  oflfences.  It  seems  tome 
inconsistent  with  the  design  and  spirit  of  th«  in 
stitnlion  to  cast  them  off,  naked  and  pennyless,  witii 
their  m'J.rks  of  infamy  exposed  to  public  view. 

The  money  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  last 
legislature  for  tl»e  improvement  of  our  internal  navi- 
gation, liHS,  I  believe,  been  expended.  Of  the 
probable  success  of  this  expei-inient  I  am  not  in- 
formed, nor  hcis  there  been  suHicient  time  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  lasting  advaiiiages  are  likely  to 
result  from  it.  The  re|)ort  of  the  commissioners 
(o  wlioni  this  business  has  been  confided,  will,  1 
expect,  throw  some  light  on  the  subject.  The  ob- 
ject, however,  is  of  too  much  importance  to  the 
peopl'=',  to  be  relinquished  Whether  the  mode 
adopted  is  best,  I  will  not  lecide;  btit  that  great  im- 
nrovtinems  are  practicable,  tio  doubt  can  be  enter 
tamed.     Deeming  tiie  subject  of  vital   importance 


what  cases,  relief  ougitt  to  be  extended,  is  most  re* 
speclfully  submitted  to  your  consideration. 
;  I  beg  leave  once  more  to  suggest  the  expediehcy 
of  commeftcing  a  state  library  at  the  seat  of  govern^ 
ment.  Besides  its  general  utility,  such  an  establish- 
ment is  necessary  for  the  convetiience  and  informa- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  judges  of 
courts,  and  other  public  officers.  It  is  belietcci 
that  the  surplus  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  the  property  of  the  commonwealth, 
with  a  small  annual  appropriation,  would  be  sulH- 
cient  for  the  object. 

On  the  subject  of  e.iucaiion  T  have  nothing  to  ftAA 
to  my  la.«t  communication.  I  have  only  at  this  time 
to  remark,  that  we  have  neither  free  schools  for  the  ' 
edtf.ition  of  the  poor,  nor  colleges  or  universities* 
sttfRciently  endowed,  to  vie  with  the  literary  iit- 
stitutions  of  our  sister  states.  I  have  on  formt-r 
occasions  given  mj  views  so  much  at  large,  in  favoi;** 
of  a  perfect  method  of  education,  that  I  feel  reluct.-.nt 
to  press  it  again  on  your  attention.  In  my  last  Com- 
munic:ition  1  recommended  to  the  legislatul-e  to  laf 
oil'  the  state  into  school  distric  s  for  the  convenience 
of  the  poor  part  of  the  people,  but  they  s^em  to  havf^ 
thought  it  better  to  accommodate  the  country  With 
a  number  of  banks,  tlian  go<Kl  scliools. 

The  condition  of  our  banks,  and  especially  of  the! 
State  bank,  in  which  the  commonwealth  has  a  lalgsfi 
interest,  lately  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay^ 
ments,  as  I  understand,  by  the  pressure  for  speCitS 
from  the  United  States  bank,  the  refusal  of  tli-:?. 
bank  to  pay  the  tax  imposed  on  her  brandies  loCateti 


to  the  agricultiu'al  and  comm-^rciHl  interest  of  our 

state,  1  must  recommend  to  the  legislature  a  per-  in  this  slate,  are  subjects  of  primary  importance,  ;uid 
severance  in  tiie  object,  in  tiie  best  mode  which  j  claim  the  early  attention  of  tlie  legislattire.  Vvhr- 
wisdom  and  experience  may  from  time  to  time  sug-itiier  congress  can  erect  an  immense  monied  corpnr;>' 
gest.  I  tion,  with  power  to  locate  branches  in  the  difi'efent 

I  must  again  cdl  your  attention  to  the  state  of  our  j  stales  without  their  consent,  and  exempt  the  stock 


public  roads,  so  necessary  and  useful  in  the  inter- 
course between  diffiirent  parts  of  the  country,  and 
tlie  tratisportation  of  our  produce  to  market*  The 
"cipital  necessary  to  luake  paved  roads,  the  aversion 
of  the  people  to  pay  tolls,  and  otlier  circumstances, 
render  a  resort  necessary  to  some  other  mode  for 
their  improvement  and  keeping  them  in  repair.  A 
lew  for  the  purpose,  allotving  each  individual  to 
pav  in  work,  on  the  road  for  which  he  may  be  taxed, 
has  been  tried  witii  success  in  other  states,  and 
would  probably  succeed  in  this.     For  the  in'orma- 


tnd  capital  employed  from  the  common  burden  oi 
taxation,  to  whicli  the  stock  and  capital  ot  the  state 
institutions  are  subject,  is  a  question  of  somenoVelty 
and  of  the  first  magnitude.  If  the  power  of  taxisi^J 
has  been  improperly  assumed  by  the  legislature,  ii 
ought  to  be  disclaimed  by  the  legislature  and  ths 
law  repealed;  but  if,  upon  an  impartial  and  dispaE" 
sionate  review  of  the  subject,  jou  should  be  iCun» 
vinced  that  the  power  exists,  the  representatives  Oi 
the  people  owe  it  to  themselves  and  the  state,  to  er  • 
force  it.     In  making  these  suggestions,  I  beg  leavi 


on  of  travellers  and  mditia  companies,  and  as  a !  to  assure  you  and  my  countrymen  generally,  that  i 


guide  to  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  placing  sign 
bojrds  on-  stones  on  tiie  different  roads,  at  the  cros- 
sing of  the  county  Ime,  to  designate  it.  The  ex- 
pense wotild  be  small,  and  the  measure  useful  and 
convenient. 

Several  applications  have  been  made  to  me  to 
release  large  tracts  of  land  forfeited  for  faikire  to 
enter  them  for  taxation,  or  stricken  off  to  the  state 
for  taxes  due.  The  applicants  seem  to  rely  on  the 
ground  that  the  failure  to  enter  and  pay  the  taxes, 
iias  been  ocoasioned  by  the  fraud  and  negligencs  of 
agents,  and  other  circumstanc:;s  entitling  tiiem  to 
the  lenity  of  the  government.  Altiiougii  cases  of 
this  nature  may  be  witlnn  the  scope  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  it  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
revenue  of  the  common^\ealth,  and  may  be  so  seri- 
ous in  its  consequences,  that  I  deemed  it  advisable 
to  present  the  subject  to  your  notice.  Pe.-mit  me 
to  suggest  the  justicrt  atid  expediency  of  passing  ;\ 
l:»w,  providing  for  those  cases  in  which  satisfactory 


am  not  prompted  by  any  particuUr  hostility  to  \h 
national  bank,  or  a  disposition  to  excite  uufounde.i 
or  unworthy  prejudices  against  it.     I  am  consclmi,-i 
only  of  a  salutary  zeal  for  the  rigi.ts  and  indepeli 
dence  of  the  sta'e,  over  which  1  have  the  hohnt*  tv 
preside.     I  am,  indeed,  ready  to  confess  before  ttiv 
countrymen,  that  my  sentiments,  or  perhaps  pl'c- 
judices,  ever   have    been,   and  still  are,    strongly 
ag!iin.st  the  banking  systein.     Time  and  expefiencr. 
instead  of  conquering  these  prejtidices,  have  tendsti 
to  confiri-n  them.     1  have  ever  viewed  these  motliiif. 
corporations  with  jealousy — l  consider  the  corpo)'»tr' 
powet's  and  privileges  conferred  on  them,  as  so  rnttc:!' 
taken  from  the  power  of  the  people,  and  a  con>!-i' 
vance  to  rear  up  in  our  country  a  monied  aristoCrr.f"-  . 
.Money  is  power  in  whatever  hands  it  is  placedi  hi: 
it  is   less  dangerous  when  divided  amongjt  llid; 
viduals,  than  when  combined  and  organized  in  Ihf 
form  of  banks.     In  vain  did  tlie  American  peOpK- 
during  their  struggles  ior  liberty  and  independt-i.e  . 
destroy  t.he  landed  aristocracy,  then  existing  Uii-.- 
(H-idence  shall  be  adduced,  that  the  failures  have  ]  thelaw  audiorizingeslates  tobeeiitailed,  if  amtsn.t 
happened  in  consequence  of  the   fraud  (U-  miscon- j  aristocracy  is  to  be  suby'.-.tuteti.     Instead  of  htivhij" 
duct  of  agents,  and  other  causes  not  irn;)Utable  to    our  national  and  state  legislatures  filled  With  tti    ■ 
the  negligence  of  the  owners,     ilow   fjr,  and   in  ]  rep,res''nting  tb.p  feel  ngs  ar,(l  in'eres's  rf  tb^  gff-a'- 
Siu'.  TO  Vox,.  XV.  i 
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RgriciiltiirJ  cbss  of  tlie  community,  I  fear  we  shall  r  the  people  a  distrust  of  bank  paper  g'^nrrally,  a 
sue  these  baiikint?  aristocracies  greatly  pieponderate  circumstance  wlii-h  r.p,-  aies  injuriously  upon  banks 
on  tl)e  legislative  floor.  I  musL  ever  be  opposed  to  of  the  soiindesl  ca;)ital,  and  uufier  the  best  manas^e- 
any  system  of  policy,  which,  independent  of  its  ment.  To  guard  the  public  as  far  as  praciicable 
pernicious  and  c.aruptin>j  infliienct.-  in  other  re-  against  a  false  and  delusive  cunency,  is  among  the 
tspecis,  tends  to  diminish,  if  not  destroy,  the  weight  first  dtities  of  f^overnmeot,  and  in  oriier  to  insure  a 
and  influence  of  tlie  farming  interest,  upon  whose  Ifaithful  and  punctual  redempiion  by  theb.<i)k- of  the 
virtue  and  independence,  the  duration  of  our  free  papnr  they  may  i-i^ue,  1  would  recommend  the  enac- 
institutions  so  esseniially  depends.  tion  of  some  cautionary  provision,  which  instead  of 

Vvliile  this  system  exists  in  other  states.  Ken-    injuring,  would  be  higdy  beneficiid  to  bank-',  fouiid- 
tucky  can  do  little  to  rescue  the  country  from  the    ed  on   solid  capital,  an<l  under  prudent  manage 


t-Vils  and  anti-republican  tendencies  of  these  monied 
corporations.     Let  us  tliereiote  invite  a  co-operation 
jii  some   plan,  co-extensive  with  the  Union,   to  re- 
ileem  tins  yoi;ng  and  rising  republic  from  the  mis- 
chiefs  and  dangers  of  this  paper  system,  before  it 
li  too  late.     If  permitted  to  progress  and  interweave 
jtseif  will)  all  llie  interests  and  concerns  of  society, 
it  may,  in  a  more  advanced  and  densed  state  of  our 
popidation,  explode  in  a  convulsion  of  tiie  govern- 
ment,    'I'lie  uisense,  it  i.s  true,  has  taken  deep  root, 
but  ti»e  American  republic  is  young,  and  l)y  a  vigor- 
ous and  d'Mermined  cflort  may,  in  a  lew  years,  exier- 
minaie  it — Son»e  time  may  be  necessary  to  emdde 
those  instituiions  to  wind  up.     To  effect  so  desir. 
able  au  objecl,  I  would  recommend  to  tiie  legisla- 
ture, to  propose  an  amendment  to  tiie  federal  con- 
stitution, providing,  that  after  a  certain  period,  no 
i:icorporuied  biiik  should  exist  in  the  United  States; 
or,  if  this  should   be  thought   going    too  far,   and 
banks  in  any  shape,  or  to  any  exient,  are  useful  and 
necessary,  let  the  banking  power  be  limited,  and  the 
system  so  regul-.ited  and  restricted,  as  to  secure  the 
conuTiunity  against  the  wide  spread  ruin  and  mis- 
chief with  wliich  we  are  threatened.     These  obser- 
vations are  not  dictated  by  any  design  to  awaken  an 
improper  indignation  against  the   U    States  bank, 
or  to  encoura;.;ean  unconstitutional  opposition  to  its 
legitimate  operations.     No  patriot,  no  American, 
who  holds  in  just  estimation  the  free  principles  of 
constitutional  government,  for  wiiich  our  ancestors 
bled,  wouitl  consent  to  inflict  a  wound  on  our  sacred 
constitution,  lor  any  amount  this  gigantic  corpora- 
tion could  pay.     I  most  sincerely  exhort  you  to  give 
Vlie  question  .in  impartial  and  dispassionate  conside- 
ration, unbiassed  by  state  pride,  or  state  jealousy.  If, 
;d'ter  a  mature  and  candid  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, you  shall   be  convinced  of  the   consulutional 
right  of  the  siaie  to  impose  the  tax,  I  would  recom- 
mend an  amendment  or  modification  of  the  act  im- 
posing the  tax,  so  as  to  authorize  its  collection  b)' 
ciistrtss  or  atlacluTient.     If,  as  I  have  supposed,  the 
riglit  exisls,  it  ought  to  be  maintained;  and  I  am 
re.uly  to  admil,  that  my  partialities  are  on  the  side- 
of  the  state  institutions.     The  card'nal  point,  how- 
ever, with  me,  is  not  so  mucii,  what  bank  shall 
prevail,  as  how  the  country  is  to  be  saved  from  tlie 
evils  and  oppressions  of  both. 

As  ih.*  cli  rter  of  die  bank  of  Kentucky  will,  if 
not  renewed,  expire  on  die  lust  day  of  D-.cember, 
18'21,  it  would  seem  to  me  proper  for  'lie  legislature, 
at  tlieir  present  session,  to  deciile  on  the  expediency 
of  re  chartering  it  Coiisulering  the  time  it  lias  been 
in  operaiion,  the  ex\eni  of  its  business  and  the  num- 
ber of  its  branciies,  two  years  will  be  little  time 
enougii  to  close  its  concerns. — If  the  legislature 
ihouUl  be  opposed  to  continuing  the  bank  under 
any  modificatiuns,  I  v;oul  1  advise  the  passage  of  a 
Law,  authorizing  the  princij)!!  bnik  and  branches,  to 
receive  t!)e  stccli  at  par  in  i)ayiTient  of  ucbis.  Tins 
woul  !  eiili.iiice  t!ie  value  of  tlic  stock,  and  faciliiale 
ihe  cidlection  of  debts. 

The  frauds  .  nd  swin  'ling  pr.actised  on  tlie  com- 
n,\t,'^y,  by  blinking  instiitUiQDSj  have  cre-.a.d  ;\iriOi>g 


ment,  and  at  the  s.ime  time  operat?  as  a  salutary 
check  on  those  of  a  different  description.  Among 
other  things,  I  would  r»commend  the  passage  of  a 
law,  mi  king  the  stockholders  and  directors  of  every 
bank  responsible,  to  a  reasonable  txtent,  in  their 
individual  capacity,  fir  the  notes  that  may  be  issued. 
Doubts  may  be  entertained  by  some,  of  the  puwer 
of  the  legislature  to  alter  or  amend  acts  of  incor- 
poration, and  in  mj  min  '.  there  w.;s  some  difficulty 
on  the  first  view  of  the  subject;  but '.'  Ithout  decid- 
ing on  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  repeal  an  act 
of  incorporation,  any  modificaUon  or  amendment 
which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  the 
people  sgai'Tsi  fraud  and  abuses,  seems  o  me  to  bs 
within  the  legitimate  po.vei-  of  the  .  overntiient. — 
Wiiiiout  revoking  the  corporate  privileges  granted, 
such  avisitorial,  superintending  authority,  is  inhe- 
rent in  tlie  sovereignly  from  which  they  enr.anate, 
and  essential  to  the  safsty  of  die  co.nmunity. 

I  have  dur.ng  the  last  recess  received  sundry  coir« 
municaiioiis  from  executives  of  other  states,  which 
will  in  a  few  dnys  be  laid  before  you. 

1  cannot  closf  this  c  •itnmunication,  without  con- 
gratulating you,  and  my  fellow-citizens  gfui^rally, 
on  tl.e  flattering  p-  sture  of  our  !lalion^d  affui^s,  at- 
pourtrayed  in  the  late  message  of  the  [-"resident  of 
the  United  Slates  to' both  housps  of  congress, — our 
finances  in  a  flourishing  state,  peaceful  and  honora- 
!de  relations  maintained  witli  all  die  world,  the 
constitutional  land-muik-;  preserved  inviolate.  In- 
dial'  hostiii iy  almost  extir guished,new  states  emerg. 
ingfioin  tlie  western  wiidtrncss,  and  receiving  the 
hand  of  fellowship  from  flie  elder  members  of  the 
federal  family;  and  I  would  add,  a  degree  of  har- 
mony, toleration,  independence,  and  intelligence, 
pi-rvadlng  our  country,  ha;dly  before  witnessed  in 
this,  \vith(Ail  an  example  in  the  history  of  0!.!ier 
nations,  lieaveii  seenis,  indeed,  to  be  lavishing 
widi  a  partial  hand  her  bi  undes  on  this  infmt  re- 
public. And  can  a  peop;e  tJiiis  favored  •.  vcr  forget 
COD.''  Impossible!  Let  our  hearts  then  be  deeply 
ptnetruted  wiih  a  sense  of  gratiuide  and  love  to 
our  great  benefactor,  the  author  of  every  GOOD 
1  HiNC.  GAimiKL  SLAUGHTER. 

Frai  kfort,  Ky.  December  8d.,  1818. 


Legiskilure  of  North- Carolina. 

GOVEIINOU'S  MK8SAGE. 

Executive  OFrici;,  N.  C. 

Rah'igh,  J^'oveinber  17,  1818. 
To  the  Ihiiorabk  the  Geverul  .h.^embly  of  the  State 
uf  J\yirth  Caroiiiui. 
(iiiNTi.K.WEX — Tile  unparalleled  pfosperity  of  our 
country,  in  a  national  ]ioint  of  viev.",  combined  'vithi 
the  devclopemcnts  of  state  emergencies,  wiiich 
have  been  submitted  to  you  by  the  executive  de- 
partment from  year  to  year,  and  the  annua!  con- 
ventions of  the  legishiture  to  deliber:'.tc  on  those 
emergencies,  have,  ostensibly,  so  circumscribed 
my  limits,  and  of  course  your  legislative  duties,  as 
almost  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  firther 
wa:;te  of  ti.Tic  and  treasure;  .and  in  truth  but  fnrthf^ 
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increased  importance  of  old  matter  which  has  been  ,gard  to  the  best  interests  of  society  but  will  be 


accumulating'  from  session,  to  session,  I  should  have 
but  little  of  moment  to  which  to  invite  your  delibe- 
rations. 

However,  when  we  reflect  on  the  Itjthargy  which 
has  pervaded  our  state  and  enchained  her  energies 
until  a  few  months  past,  and  the  manner  in  wiiicli 
our  physical  resources  have  been  suffered  to  lie 
dormant  for  the  want  of  a  moderate  portion  of  en- 
ergy in  the  legislature  to  elicit  and  call  them  into 
action;  and  at  the  same  time  take  into  considera- 
tion the  extraordinary  excitement  of  public  feeling 
at  the  present  time,  I  am  persuaded  that  with  me 
you  will  be  fully  sensible  of  the  more  than  ordina- 
ry responsibility  under  which  you  are  placed. 

The  impulse  from  public  sentiment  is  too  strong 
to  be  mistaken,  and  requires  only  a  proper  organi- 
zation and  d-rection  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  to  arrest  tiie  progress  of  emigration,  and 
to  render  our  slate  in  an  eminent  degree  prosper- 
ous, and  our  citizens  contented  and  hap]>y. 

1  shall  therefore  in  a  plain,  brief,  and  1  trust,  a 
candid  manner,  unfold  to  you  my  views  of  a  slate 
policy,  so  fiir  as  I   believe    them  to  be  connected 


criminal  in  the  highest  degree. 

For  wise  purposes,  no  doubt,  the  framers  of  om* 
constitution  have  granted  to  you  the  power  of  re- 
gulating from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  might  re- 
quire, this  co-ordinate  de])ar!mcnt  of  our  govern- 
ment; foreseeing,  from  the  various  changes  that,  in 
all  probability,  \vould  necessarily  take  jilace  in  so- 
ciety, corresponding  modifications  of  tliis  depart- 
ment would  be  indispensible. 

The  tenure  by  which  the  judges  hold  their  offi- 
ces, being  during  good  behaviour,  it  remains  only 
for  the  legislature,  in  the  arrangement  of  ih'i  court 
system,  to  prescril)e  their  duties,  limitM  and  re- 
strained as  by  the  constitution. 

AVhere,  however,  power  is  bestowed;  there  is  a 
correspondent  accour.tability;  v.lierefore,  allhough 
the  legislature  can,  consistent'.v  with  'heir  delegat- 
ed powers,  alter  the  court  svr.icm  and  incre;ise  tiir 
duties  of  the  then  or  present  incumbents,  !  thin^ 
I  shall  not  hazard  a  contradiction,  when  I  assert  th-it 
they  are  morally  bound  in  the  same  ratio  in  which 
their  duties  are  increased,  to  increase  their  com- 
pensation  also;  this,  it  appears  to  me,  is  a  self  evi- 


with  an  intelligent  and  coiTect  discharge  of  your  dent  proposition,  and  I  am  fully  pci-suaded  that  the 
legislative  functions.  liberal  and   dispassionate  mind  will  unhesitatingly 

In  a  government  like  ours,  where  the  sovereignty  [admit its  truth, 
resides  in  the  people,  and  where  all  power  ema- 1      When  the  present  salaries  were  nxeil,  what  were 
nates  from,  and  at  stated  periods,  returns  to  them  Ithe  duties  of  the  judges'"  Not  half  as  iiurthensoir.c 
for  the   ]>urpose   of  being  again   delegated,  it  is  of  I  venture  to  say,  as  this  day. — Session  after  session 
the  last  importance  to  the    well-being  and  to   the  '  have   duties  been    prescribed,    and   burthens   im 
existence  of  government,    that   the    public  mind  ;  posed,  without   a   correspondent  augmentation   of 
should  be  enlightened. — Our  sage    and  patriotic   salarv. 

ancestors  who  achieved  the  liberties  of  our  coun-  '  Independent  of  this  t'lere  is  another  view  of  the 
try,  and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  our  present  subject,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  equally  conelu- 
benign  and  happy  form  of  government,  duly  im-isive,  and  that  is,  the  extraordinary  advance  in  i lie 
pressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  anx- 1  market  price  of  every  necessary  and  convenience  of 
jously  solicitous  to  inipart  stability  to  our  institutions  life,  owing  either  to  a  depreciation  in  the  intrinsic 
and  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  inestimable  boon  value  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  or 
for  which  they  fought  and  bled,  have,  as  regards  to  some  other  cause;  which  in  eitlier  case  the  Le- 
this  subject,  with  more  than  parental  caution,  im-  gislature  is,  in  accordance  with  the  plainest  prin- 
posed  the  most  solemn  obligations  on  all  those  who    ciples  of  equity  and  justice,  bound  to  take  cogni- 


ruay  be  called  to  administer  the  government 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  refer  you  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  to  this  solemn  injunction  contained  in 
the  constitution  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  Art. 
41,  "That  a  school  or  schools  shall  be  established 
by  the  legislature  for  the  convenient  instruction  of 
youth,  v.lth  such  salaries  to  the  masters,  to  be  ])aid 
by  the  public,  as  may  enable  them  to  instruct  at 
low  prices,  and  all  useful  learning  sliall  be  duly  en- 
couraged and  promoted  in  one  or  more  universi- 
ties." 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  by  this  chart,  we  are 
bound  as  the  servants  of  the  people  under  the  so- 
lemnities of  an  oath,  to  steer  the  vessel  of  state; 
and  when  we  connect  this  imperious  duty  with  the 
luminous  and  impressive  appeals  which  have  been 
so  often  made  to  the  legislature  for  the  last  year  or 
two,  I  apprehend  that  nothing  tliat  I  could  add 
would  impart  additional  force.  It  surely  will  not 
be  denied  that  it  is  a  subject  of  all  others,  in  a  re- 
publican government,  of  the  most  vital  importance; 
for  it  is  in  this  way,  and  this  alone,  that  our  re])ub- 
llcan  institutions  can  be  perpetuated,  or  that  radi- 
cal changes  can  be  efTected  in  the  morals  and  man- 
ners of  the  people. 

The  present  organization  and  debased  condition 
of  the  judiciary  department  is  entitled  to,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will  receive,  the  marked  anention 
of  the  legislature.  The  evil  has  been  submitted  to 
already  beyond  what  Ouglit  to  have  been  expect- 
ed; and_  it  appears  to  me  that  further  forb'ar.uicc 
"/ill  indicate    not  only  a  <:?tal  inatleutlon  and  disre- 


zance  ot. 

Let  us  not,  however,  in  the  indulgence  of  our 
sensibility  for  the  Judges,  lose  sight  of  the  import- 
ant and  paramount  obligations  which  we  are  under 
to  the  people  generally;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  an 
increase  of  salary  alone,  wilho\it  u  radical  change  in 
our  Judiciary  System,  would  be  ])roductive  of  very 
little  good — and  indeed,  would  rather  have  a  ten- 
dency to  perpetuate  the  present  organization.  I 
woidd  pref':r  a  diminution  of  their  labours,  wliich 
would  be  virtually  an  increase  of  their  salaries:  con- 
nected with  a  moderate  advance,  the  Judges  would 
tiien  be  enabled  to  dispense  justice  as  justice  should 
be  dispensed,  after  mature  research  and  profound 
inves'-gation.  The  present  hurried  manner  in 
which  our  business  is  but  too  often  done,  meets  with 
an  apology  in  tlie  breast  of  every  man,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent to  all  conversant  in  business,  that  the  present 
Judges  are  unable  to  discharge  systematically  and 
correctly  the  duties  requh-ed  of  them,  '(".less  they 
were  endowed  with  supernatural  faculties  both  of 
body  and  mlud. 

Tliere  are  various  way.';  by  which  their  burthen^; 
may  be  lightened,  and  justice  mtire  correctly  .admin- 
istered. I  will  take  the  liberty  of  recommending 
that  three  additional  Judges  be  appointed  to  pre- 
side in  our  Supreme  Court,  with  su-Ticient  salaries 
attached  to  the  offices  to  command  the  first  legal 
talents  of  the  state;  and  further,  thattl^e  whole  state 
be  divided  into  small  districts  of  tv/o  or  three  conn- 
ties,  thereby  restoring  something  of  the  old  District 
Systcai;  guarding,  at  'He  same  tl;n'-',.  ag-^in'^t  the  in- 
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•  aveuiences  to  which  mam- parts  of  the  State  were  J  sorting- at  this  time  to  the  erection  of  a  penitentl- 

.      jccted  ill  consequence  of  the  e:stent  of  territory  arv,  1  cannot  undertake  to  decide,  and  will  there- 

•   ..  unrlsed  in  a  single  district.     Under  such  a  system  fore  beg-  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  subject  to 

* .  thiy,  we  mig-ht  confidently  rely  on  the  imelli-  your  better  judi^nneut. 

,.-,iice,  intcgnt}'  and  independence  of  Juries,  Men.  1  have,  I  must  confess,  however,  been  favorably 

■v 'lose  minds  would  disdain  a  subserviency  to  the  impressed  towards  the  system;  because  I  believe 

'.  ;ntrary  encroachments  of  the  Bench  or  Ear,  would  it  has  orij^inated  fi-om  the  noblest  efibrts  of  the  hi- 


.  n  be  the  legitimate  protectors   and  guardians  of 
;•  hvch,  liberties  and  propert}'.     I  should  rejoice 


man  heart,  and  is  founded  on  the  immutable  princi- 
ples of  justice;  but  my  opinior.  further  is,  that  we 
ny  native  State,  to  see  so  inestimable  a  system  [are  bound  by  as  sacred  obligations  in  point  of  mo- 
...-ce  more  restored,  amended  and  modified,  so  as  to  rality,  and  by  the  additional  injunctions  of  our  con- 
>  j).iaie  the  principal  objections  that  existed  against  |Stitution,to  endeavor  by  all  practicable  nieanstoen- 
-,  ;.e  old  District  plan.  lighten  the  minds  of  the  people;  not  only  by  a  libe- 

As  to  our  Chancery  system  it  appears  to  me  from  ral  endowment  of  our  University,  but  by  tlie  erec- 
ijy  own  oli.'ier\ation  that  all  must  aduiit  the  indis- ,tion  of  Academies,  Schools,  Sec.  in  difterent  parts  of 
■  -jnsible  necessity  of  either  a  renovation  of  the  man-  ithe  state.  Hence,  with  me,  the  amelioration  of  the 
Hei' in  which  equitable  justice  is  administered  in!  penal  code,  by  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary,  is  a 
viiis  state,  or  a  total  abandonment  of  it  altogether,  .secondary  consideration. — The  advantages  to  be  de- 
ri«e  delays  to  which  equitable  claimants  are  sub- j rived  from  the   first,  connected  with  un  energetic 


jecteu,  amount  substantially  to  a  denial  of  justice; 
i'jv  indeed  the  prosecution  of  a  suit  of  this  descrip- 
tion is  a  mere  farce  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
Th<-  Judge  professes  to  know  but  little  of  this 
b!';i-iicii  of  jurisprudence;  tlie  clerks  and  masters  to 
\  li"-ii  the  business  is  idtimately  turned  over,  evi- 
C'jiiiiy  know  less,  and  hence  in  this  unpleasant  di- 
lemma it  is  better,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  to  abandon 
the  claim  altogether.  And  yet  rights  of  this  descrip- 
tion are  oftcn^r  than  otherwise  vested  in  the  feeble 
and  defenceless  widow  and  orphan:  who,  under  all 
the  disadvantages  above  enumerated,  and  many  oth- 
ers, have  to  contend  with  tlie  deep  laid  devices  and 
iichemes  of  the  artfal  and  desig-ning-  veteran. 

The  spirit  for  internal  improvement  which  has 
go  extensively  pervaded  our  state,  will,  I  have  no 
doubt  (as  it  oug'ht,)  receive  the  fostering  patronag-e 
pf  the  legislature.  Accompanjing-  this,  is  a  coni- 
jnunicutionfroin  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  covering-  a  resolution  of  congress,  so- 
liciting information  as  to  the  progress  of  public  im- 
provement in  this  state,  for  the  purpose  therein  ex-  'y  conflicting,  will  suppress,  on  this  occasion,  the 
pressed  of  co-operating  with  tis,  on  certain  contin-  h"-"^P''cssi04i  of  those  feelings  and  sentiments  which 
g-encies,  in  such  undeilakingsas  may  seem  to  re-H^»*  ^'ll'^i'T  inflicted  on  a  highly  meritorious  part  ot 
g'jire  national  aid. 

The  companies  which  have  been  incoiTDorated  by 


and  enlightened  system  of  internal  improvement, 
are  indisputable  and  obvious  to  the  most  ordinary 
capacity — from  tlie  last,  somewhat  problematical 
even  with  a  considerable  portion  of  our  most  use 
ful  and  intelligent  statesmen.  It  is  certainly  sound 
policy  for  us,  first  to  apply  our  resources  to  tlie  at- 
tainment of  objects  which  are  manifestly  fraught 
with  salutary  results  before  we  enter  into  the  wide 
field  of  speculation. 

The  long  pending  controversy  between  this  state 
and  tlie  state  of  Tennessee,  relative  to  perfecting 
titles  to  lands  lying  in  that  state,  has  at  tlie  lasi  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  holden  in  the  cit\ 
of  Washing-ton,  met  with  a  partial  hearing  and  de- 
cision, and  much  do  I  regret  to  inform  you  tiiat 
tliat  decision  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  rights  of 
this  state;  but  recognizing-,  at  the  same  time,  the 
justice  and  equity  of  our  cause. 

The  respect  due  to  the  national  government  and 
to  the  state  with  which  we  have  been  unfortunate- 


our  citizens  is  so  well  calculated  to  inspire;  but 
one  thing-  is  manifest,  that  substantial  injustice  has 
the  legislature  for  the  improvement  of  the  iiaviga-  '^een  done  to  tiie  state  of  North  CaroUna.  The  me- 
tion  of  the  Roanoke,  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  riveVs,  ^^'^  "•  "^'^'S  unpleasant  controversy  have  been  so  ol- 
appear  to  have  at  command,  the  means,  and  so  far  ^en  discussed,  and  the  just  claims  of  our  state  so 
iis  [  can  learn,  are  vigorously  employed  in  the  ap-I^''-.^'  sust;uaed,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessai-y  at  Uus 
plication  of  them  for  the  attainment"  of  the  impor-jtime  to  enterfurther  into  the  subject, 
tant  objects  which  they  have  in  view.  But  there  |  Tnc  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  in  1816» 
remains  mucii  to  be  done  in  other  sections  of  the  ;  relative  to  the  mihtia,  diri-cls,  among  other  things, 
fctate;  where  individual  capital  and  enterprise  seem  j  that  the  grades  of  our  militia  officers  shall  be  con- 
jiot  as  yet  to  be  excited  into  action,  cither  from  a  j  formed  to  those  of  the  United  States,  and  in  pur- 
consciousness  of  a  deficiency  in  native  strength  and  jsuance  of  that  act  my  predecessor  proceeded  to 
w-^nergy,  or  from  some  other  ca-ase  equally  worthy  of  commission  the  respective  officers  throughout  the 
consideration.  I  state,  and  at  the  last  session  as  usual,  various  reconi- 

This  certainly  is  the  time  when  the  nation:'.!  arm  i  mendations  were  made  to  supply  vacancies  occa- 
is  about  to  be  extended,  that  we  should  put  our  .sioned  either  by  resignations  or  otherwise;  on  ex- 
i^houlders  to  the  wheel;  having  hithertq  received  { amination,  however,  I  find  that  in  many  counties  of 
but  little  aid  from  tliat  quarter,  we  have  a  rig-lit  to  the  state  where  tliere  are  nominally  two  or  three 
r  xpecl  nuich.  The  opening  a  communicition  be-  regiments,  thev  are  entitled  by  tlie  aforesaid  act  but 
j-.vcen  the  Aibeii"'.:irle  sound  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  one  set  of  officers  in  consequence  of  a  deficicn- 
if  practicable,  is  in  my  opinion,  fraught  with  more  cy  of  numbers.  It  would  be  weii,  I  think,  tliere- 
:nipqrlant  consequences  to  the  state  of  Noi-th-tJaro- 1  fore,  to  provide  some  efficient  means  to  enforce  a 
lina,  and  is  more  intimately  con;iectcd  with  its  fu-|  rigid  adliei-ence  to  the  .act  above  alluded  to.  1  have 
itu-e  prosperity  and  growth,  tlian  any  measure  of  a  j  no  doubt  but  tliat  manv  officers  were  commisslon- 
Pimilar  nature  that  has  been  brought  to  the  view  of  led  ;m  the  last  assemlily  in  direct  opposition  ta  tiie 
the  legislature  for  years  j)ast.  '    |  act  of  1816,    but  in  obedience,  however,  to  the  re> 


Our  criminal  law  is  doubtless  susceptible  of  ame- 
;ipr.atif;n  and  improvement,  but  whether  it  is  prac 


coiTimcndalions  of  l>oth  houses.  \ 

In  the  file  marked  B.  von  will  find  sundrv  reso- 


tl^^^ble  so  to  modify  .';i;d  amend  its  objectiona>)le  dutlons  which  have  been  received  from  the  execu- 
icatures  as  to  reconcile  it  with  t!ie  policy  and  well  I  tives  of  the  difierent  states,' relative  to  certain  a- 
L.iown  Imiiaauit}'   cl"  our  iuititutions,  w itho-.it  re- ImeuJniCiits  waidi  hr.vc  been  pi-opo:3cd  to  the  eon: 
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«titution  of  the  United  States;  a  part  of  them  are 
entitled  to  your  particular  attention. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  newspapers 
published  in  this  pjace,  th:it  books  of  subscription 
are  to  be  opened  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  for  the  unsubscribed  stock  in  the  state 
Dank  of  North-Carolina.  I  feci  it  to  be  my  duty'  in 
a  j)articular  manner  to  draw  your  attention  to  this 
subject.  For  why  should  not  the  public  derive  her 
due  proportion  of  the  advantages  of  this  institution, 
designed  orig-inally  for  her  benefit?  By  a  vestn>ent 
o/our  surplus  funds  in  stock  of  this  description  we 
jnight  'rationally  calculate  on  lightening  the  bur- 
thens of  the  farmers,  inasmuch  as  in  a  short  time 
we  might  anticipate  a  handsome  revenue  to  the 
state  therefrom.  With  respect  to  the  terms,  the 
•jooks  are  to  be  opened  as  above  mentioned  and 
the  money  paid  in  as  follows,  viz.  one  fourth  at  the 
time  of  subscribing;  one  fourth  in  three  months 
lliereafter;  one  fourth  in  six  months,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  twelve  months.  In  June  1821,  two 
years  and  a  half  from  the  time  the  first  instalment 
is  paid,  the  new  stock  will  be  entitled  to  draw  a 
dividend.  But  what  becomes  of  the  profits  on 
this  stock  In  the  mean  time,  which  I  suppose  must 
be  something  very  considerable,  say  from  one  hun- 
tlred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars? 
Why,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  they  are  to  be  put 
into  the  pockets  of  tlie  old  stockholders. 

I  would  ask  if  this  is  a  chartered  rigiit,  or  what 
equivalent  \lo  they  propose  to  give  the  state  there- 
for? I  should  like  to  know,  for  I  must  confess  1 
have  examined  their  charter  in  vain  for  satisfaction 
on  this  head. 

I  will  readily  admit,  that  the  new  stock  shoidd  be 
subjected  to  its  proper  proportion  of  the  expend! 
tares  that  have  been  incurred  in  stationary,  &.c.  be- 
fore it  islet  into  an  equal  participation  of  its  profits: 
and  indeed,  but  for  information  derived  from  a 
source  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  sums  expended  in  erecting  build- 
ings ought  also  to  have  been  included — But  I  learn 
that  the  buildings  are  considered  us  a  part  of  the 
permanent  and  original  stock,  and  that  the  same 
issues  and  profits  are  made  thereon  as  on  any  part 
of  the  capital. 

Will  it  be  said  th.at  the  old  Stockholders  are  enti- 
tled to  the  profits  of  the  new  stock,  for  a  year  or 
two,  to  reimburse  them  for  their  inconsiderable  or 
moderate  gains  while  the  bank  was  getting  into 
operation?  Surely  it  cannot  seriously  be  pretended, 
for  have  they  not  already  received  ample  remune- 
ration in  the  way  and  the  only  way,  in  which  they 
or  the  legislature  contemplated,  viz:  in  a  dividend 
since,  of  from  12  to  sixteen  per  cent,  per  annum, 
including  the  bonus.  If  such  sophistry  as  this  de- 
serves notice,  the  legislature  some  six  or  eight 
years  hence  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  creating 
new  stock,  and  vesting  the  proceeds  for  a  ftiw  yeai"s 
in  the  new  Stockholders  to  gratify  their  cupidity, 
yo  far  as  gentlemen  have  subscribed  and  paid  they 
are  entitled,  and  no  farther.  With  much  more  pro- 
])riety  might  the  m^n  who  explores  the  forest  and 
tests  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  sidubrity  of  the  cli- 
mate, by  hazarding  his  all,  contend,  that  all  others 
locating  themselves  on  the  imapproprlated  soil  ol' 
the  country  lying  contiguous,  should  become  tri- 
butary to  him.  For  whose  benefit  vv'ere  hooks  di- 
rected to  be  opened?  For  tlie  benefit  of  the  public 
and  not  for  the  exclusive  advantage  (;f  the  old  stock  - 
holders. 

Again  it  will  1)e  seen  by  a  farther  reference  to 
the  advertisements  above  alluded  to,  that  proxies, 
tli.e  old,  faitliful,  and  wdl  tried  friends  of  banker?. 


are  discarded  and  forbidden  to  enter  even  the 
threshold  of  the  bank.  But  if  I  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  you  will  find  them  ushered  in  at  the  back 
door,  and  cordially  greeted  with  all  the  warmth  na- 
turally excited  by  a  grateful  recollection  of  pas.t  fa- 
vours. 

Tiie  high  character  which  this  bank  has  so  deser-' 
vedly  sustained,  and  the  private  worth  and  hor.ora- 
ble  deportment  of  the  gentlemen  who  controul  and 
direct  its  operations,  has  I  must  confess  made  me 
enter  reiuct.antly  into  the  subject.  But  as  an  exe- 
cutive officer,  and  as  a  centinel  upon  the  wall,  I 
have  felt  it  to  be  my  imperious  duty  to  sound  the 
tocsin  of  alarm,  when  I  see  such  gross  attempts- 
made  by  an  institution  already  sufficiently  formida- 
ble to  trespass  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to 
gull  the  credulous  and  unsuspecting  part  of  thjs 
community. 

Some  few  days  after  the  rise  of  the  I'ast  General 
Assembly,  it  was  made  known  to  me  that  a  vacancy 
existed  on  the  bench  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
mise of  the  honorable  Samuel  LoWrie,  that  he  died 
on  the  twenty  third  of  December  last,  the  day  be- 
fore the  rise  of  the  Assembly,  at  his  late  residence 
in  the  county  of  Mcck!e!iburg,  which  lies  at  a  re- 
mote distance  from  the  seat  of  government.  I 
therefore  proceeded  to  convene  the  council  of  state, 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  with  them,  as  to  the 
pro])riety  of  filling  the  vacancy,  by  making  a  tempo- 
rary appointment.  After  the  most  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  that  we  were  capable  of 
bestowing  on  it,  it  was  our  unanimous  opinion,  that 
we  were  constitutionally  bound  to  do  so:  and  ac- 
cordingly in  the  first  instance,  appointed  Bartlett 
Yancey,  esq.  of  the  county  of  Caswell,  who  for  co- 
gent and  substantial  reasons  contained  in  his  com- 
iiunication,  declined  to  accept. — The  council  was 
a  second  time  coiivened,  and  Robert  H.  Burton, 
esq.  of  Lincoln  county,  was  selected — who  from 
patriotic  motives  no  doubt,  accepted,  and  rode  the 
spring  circuit — but  for  reasons  assigned  in  his  letter 
ef  resignation,  resigned, 

I'rior  to  the  fall  circuit,  viz'  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, the  council  was  a  third  time  convened  and 
concurred  unanimously  in  recomm«nding  that  a 
commission  be  tendered  to  Blake  Baker,  esq.  of 
the  county  of  Warren;  which  was  accordingly  done, 
and  on  his  part  accepted;  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
he  discharged  with  fidelity  and  ability  the  ardu- 
ous duties  which  thereby  devolved  upon  him. 

The  melancholy  catastrophe  that  closed  his  cir- 
cuit and  his  existence  nearly  at  the  same  time,  T 
apprehend  you  are  already  apprised  of. — On  you 
will  devolve  the  more  important  duty  of  making  u 
permanent  appointment. 

The  constitutional  question  involved  in  the  a- 
above  appointments,  was  in  North  Carolina,  one  of 
new  impression,  and  hence  it  v/as  that  our  difficul- 
ties were  considerably  augmented;  but  on  reference 
to  the  construction  put  on  similar  phraseology,  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  the  sages 
of  several  successive  administrations,  we  were  con- 
firmed in  the  correctness  of  the  course  which  we 
ultimately  pursued.  However  to  "make  assurance 
doubly  sure,"  and  to  guard  against  the  possibility 
of  mischief  resulting  to  the  community  from  thf; 
reversal  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  Judicial  de- 
cisions of  the  person  appointed,  on  the  ground  of 
his  not  being  a  constitutional  oflicer,  I  solicited, 
and  inform:d!y  obtained  the  opinions  of  the  pre- 
sent judges,  a  majority  of  whom  decidedly  concur- 
red with  the  council  in  the  above  opinion.  It  was 
therefore  evident  tliat  no  immediate  bad  conse- 
cjuences  cotiid  ensae,  bvicause  we  were  supported 
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by  tlie  judiciary,  and  as  much  good  In  all  probability 
Mould  be  done  by  fillinjf  the  vacancy,  we  proceed- 
ed to  act  as  1  have  before  mentioned. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  is  the  session  for 
an  election  of  a  Senator  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  congress  of  the   United  States. 

In  the  file  marked  (4)  you  will  find  sundry  re- 
signations of  justices  of  the  peace  and  field  officers; 
which  have  been  received  at  this  office  during  the 
recess. 

That  a  kind  and  beneficent  Providence  may  illu- 
mine your  counsels  and  conduct  them  to  the  hap- 
piest results,  is  my  most  ardent  desire. 

With  the  hig-iiest  respect  and  consideration,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Obe't  Servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

Legislaliire  of  South-Carolina. 

(JOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 

We  luve  again  met,  at  the  Constitutional  period, 
to  discharge  those  duties  which  we  owe  to  our  con- 
stituents and  to  each  other;  and  it  is  with  the  most 
cordial  satisfaction,  that  I  greet  you  upon  this  occa- 
sion, under  circumstances  so  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire confidence  and  mutual  good  will. 

Although  we  come  together  from  the  Seaboard 
and  from  the  Mountains,  we  feel  that  our  own  inter- 
ests are  the  same,  and  sliould  unite,  in  the  most  de- 
vout and  thankful  acknowledgments,  to  the  great 
ruler  of  Nations  and  governor  of  the  universe,  for 
the  very  extraordinary  degree  of  health  with  which 
we  have  been  blessed  for  tlie  past  year,  and  notwilh- 
standing  we  have  not  been  fiivored  with  abundant 
harvests,  yet  we  own  infinite  gratitude,  that  there 
is  no  fear  of  famine  in  the  land. 

Permit  me  to  congratul.-ite  you  upon  the  tranquil- 
lity and  peace  which  prevail  throughout  the  greatest 
portion  of  tlie  civilized  world,  and  particularlv  for 
the  wonderful  prosperity  and  happiness  which  we 
enjoy,  as  a  people,  peculiarly  fu.ored  of  Heaven. 

The  law,  passed  in  December,  1816,  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  negroes  into  this  State,  is  again, 
with  great  reluctance,  brought  before  you.  It  is 
believed  that  this  law,  v.hich  is  thought  so  repug- 
nant to  the  int  M-ests  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, is  violated,  in  many  instances,  with  impunity; 
as  no  one  will  incur  the  odium  attached  to  the  cluir- 
acter  of  an  informer.  It  is  therefoi-e  made  a  ques- 
tion, proper  for  your  determination,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  repeal  it  altogether,  than  it 
should  remain  a  nullity,  upon  our  own  statute-book, 
only  as  it  presents  a  difficulty,  to  prudent  and  con- 
scientious men,  who  would  be  valuable  acquisitions 
to  our  society. 

It  being  of  very  great  importance,  th;>t  the  re- 
cords of  the  State,  shoidd  be  in  perfect  s.ifety,  afire 
proof  building  at  Columbia,  and  one  in  Charleston, 
where  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  Of- 
fice: those  of  the  Offices  of  romptroller-Gcneral, 
Tueasurer,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Court  and  Coiwt 
of  Appeals,  upon  which  the  ri.ghts  of  individuals  and 
the  quiet  of  society  so  m'ich  depend,  is  thongiit 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  is  (here- 
fore  recommended  to  their  consideration. 

Every  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens,  being  so 
much  alive  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  say 
much,  now,  upon  that  subject.  I  would  however, 
beg  leave  to  recommend  lliat  a  ])arlicul:ir  fund  be 
set  apart,  to  be  expended,  ammally,  for  tliat  purpose, 
under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  may  be 
Uiought  expedient.— Some  years  since,  tea  thou- 


sand dollars  were   appropriated,  by  this    State,  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  Savannah  river,  and 
commissioners  appointed,  with  power  to  expend 
that  sum,  so  soon  as  a  like  sum  should  be  granted, 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  same  purpose. — 
Some  years  afterwards,  the  State  of  Georgia  appro- 
priated ten  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  sum  grant- 
ed by  this  State;  but  owing  to  untoward  ciscumstan- 
ces,   these   commissioners   never  commenced  the 
work.     That  State,  at  the  last  session  of  its  Legisla- 
ture,  made  an   appropri.ition  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Sa- 
vannah ami  Tugaloo  rivers,  frojn  Augusta  to  the 
mouth   of  Panther   creek:  on   condition  that  tliis 
State  grant  a  like  sum  for  tliose  rivers.    And  as  these 
rivers  are  the  mutual  boundary  between  us,  and  em- 
brace, by  their  watei-s,  a  very  rich  and  important 
part  of  this  St.ate,  policy  and  justice  seem  to  unite 
in  recommending,  that  twenty  thousand  dollars  be 
api)roprlated  for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  and 
Tugaloo  rivers. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  slating,  that  agriculture, 
the  most  important  and  usefid  occupation  of  man, 
and  rura'.  affairs,  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  eve- 
ry nation  must  principally  depend,  are  beginning  to 
assume  their  proj^er  places  in  the  affections  of  our 
fellow-citizens.     As  theie  are  some  societies,  in  the 
state,   established  for  the    promotion  of  improve- 
1  ments  in  agricultural  and  rural  affairs,  it  is  rccom- 
I  mended  as  worthy  the  attention  of  the  legislature, 
j  to  afford  them  every  patronage  necessary  for  the 
!  furtherance  of  their  laudable  views.     For  this  pur- 
pose, it  may,  perhaps,  be   expedient  to  allow  each 
society,  a  certain  sum,  out  of  the  treasury,  to  be 
distributed  in  premiums,  to  such  persons  as  may 
;  contribute  most  to  Improvements  in  agricidlnre  and 
!  domestic  animals.     This  patronage  of  the  legisla- 
i  ture  would  be  attended  with  the  most   important 
■  advantages  to  the  state,  by  exciting  emulation  and 
I  rivalry,  between  individuals  and  different  parts  of 
the  state,  in  the  most  useful  and  laudable  pursuits. 
I  lay  before  you,  resolutions  from  the  legislatures 
of   several   states,   recommending   certain  amend- 
I  ments  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
j     I  also  lay  before  you  the  report  of  the  commis- 
isioners  appointed  by  me  to  sell  the  lands  purchased 
by  this  state  from  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

I  have  also  tlie  honor  of  laying  before  you  the  re- 
port of  the  civil  and  military  engineer. 

It  will  afford  me  mucn  pleasure.  If  I  can  render 
any  assistance  in  promoting  t!ie  interests  of  our  con- 
stit\ients;  and  if  I  can  he  the  most  himible  instru- 
ment in  contributing  to  the  general  good,  either  in 
my  ]mblic  or  individual  capacity,  it  will  be  the 
proudest  and  happiest  period  of  mv  life. 

ANDREW  PICKENS. 
J\/'ovember  24,  1818. 


General  Assembly  of  ]\Iarylantl, 

EXECUTIVE  CONlMUNICATlbv. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Prefiident  of  the  St'iiat'-,  ami  the 
Speaker  'if  the  House  of  Djle^ates. 

GEXTLV.MEX, 

The  peaceful  and  prosperous  condition  of  the 
state  during  the  last  year,  leave  to  the  executive  on- 
ly the  duty  of  communicating  the  arrangements 
which  have  been  made,  under  the  resolutions  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly. 

Under  the  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  public  buildings,  and  enclosing  and  im- 
proving the  ]mblic  circle,  the  buildings  haVe  been 
improved  and  repaired.  Some  alterations  luve  been 
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inade  in  the  fitting  VI p,  and  furniture  of  the  apart- 
ments of  the  house  ot  delesyates  and  the  senate,  and 
several  new  arrangements  made  to  render  them 
more  comfortable  and  convenient.  The  pubhc  cir- 
cle has  been  enclosed  with  a  wall  of  masonry,  which 
is  an  effectual  and  lasting  enclosure,  while  it  serves 
the  very  important  purpose  of  preventing  the  abra- 
sion and  washing  away  the  hill  on  which  the  State- 
house  is  placed.  On  tiiese  objects  the  appropria- 
tion has  been  exhausted;  the  specifications  and 
vouchers  for  which  have  been  regularly  preserved. 
Agreeably  to  the  wish  of  the  honorable  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  tlie  go- 


considerable  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in 
proving  the  particular  oflences,  so  as  to  recover  the 
penalty  attached;  especially  as  from  the  nature  of 
that  institution  the  notes  of  a  branch  in  ftny  other 
state,  could  be  and  were. issued  in  paymeat.  The 
bank,  however,  having  early  determined  to  stand  a 
suit,  negotiations  were  entered  into,  and  as  it  pro- 
fessed a  sincere  desire  to  bring  the  question  of  con- 
stitutional right  before  the  legal  tribunals  of  tlu'^ 
country  (to  which  their  right  to  resort  was  unques- 
tionable,) and  to  wave  at  once  all  legal  delays,  and 
to  carry  it  to  the  highest  appellate  jurisdiction,  the. 
supreme  court  of  the  United    States,  an  amicable 


a  memorandum,  by  wliich,  in  the  event  of  the  suit's 

being  determiued  in  favour  of  the  state,  the  penalty 

is  not  to  be  exacted,  but  the  bank  is  bound   to  pay 

I  into  the  state  treasury  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 


vernors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  respecting  j  arrangement  was  entered  into.  A  suit  beint, 
the  grievances  under  which  the  citizens  of  Mury- ;  brought  in  Baltimore  county  court,  judgement  was 
land  labor,  from  the  protection  and  encouragement ;  entered  for  the  state;  and  an  appeal  taken  to  the 
given  to  run-away  slaves.  No  answer  has  been  re- i  court  of  appeals  for  the  western  shore  which  met 
ceived,  in  consequence  it  is  presumed,  of  the  le-.in  June  last,  upon  a  ease  slated,  so  as  to  rest  the 
gislatures  of  those  states  not  having  been  in  session  I  question  upon  the  constitutionality  of  tlie  act.  A 
since  the  correspondence  was  commenced.  A  let-  |clecision  in  favour  of  tlie  state  w.is  there  laid  by  con - 
ter,  liowever,  has  been  received  from  his  excellen-  j  sent,  and  the  appeal  earned  up  to  the  supreme  court 
cy  the  governor  of  Delaware,  enclosing  a  resolve  j  of  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime  the  Presi- 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  state,  in  answer  to  j  dent  of  the  bank  has  lodged  in  the  council  chamber 
certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland,  at  December  sessit-n,  1816,  and  re- 
lating to  the  same  subject.  The  letter  and  resolve 
are  laid  before  you. 

A  communication  is  transmitted  from  the  Rev.  |  dollars,  specified  in  the  act,  ibr  the  year  commenc- 
Neal  H.  Shaw,  containing  an  estimate  of  the  ex-!  ing  on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  the  day  on  which 
pense  of  putting  in  execution  his  plan  for  ascer-jthe  act  went  into  operation;  and  the  same  sum  an- 
tahiing  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle.  |nually,  as  long  as  the  act   continues,  or  the  bank 

The  bond  given  by  Francis  Dawes  and  William  j  chooses  that^allernative.  In  the  event  of  the  suit'ft 
<5.  Goldsmith  fof  a  certain  lot  in  Baltimore  has  been  [being  determined  against  the  state,  no  costs  are  to 
released;  the  attorney-general  being  of  opinion  that  \  be  exacted,  and  no  further  steps  taken,  under  the 
the  state  h.as  no  claim  to  the  property.  j  said  act,  against  the  bank. 

An  enquiry  has  been  made  into  the  situation  of  The  assumption,  by  the  United  States,  of  thf- 
the  several  turnpike  roads  leading  westwardly  payment  of  the  money  advanced  by  the  state  of 
Through  the  state,  and  much  information  collected  S  Maryland  for  the  payment  of  troops  and  other  ex- 
iVorn  the  presidents  of  the  several  companies.  The  jpenses  brought  on  the  state  by  the  late  war,  was 
reports  have,  however,  been  delayed,  in  order  that  j  communicated  to  the  legislature  previous  to  their 
xhe  latest  information  might  be  had,  and  the  actual  adjournment  last  winter. — The  agent  of  the  state 
situation  of  these  works,  up  to  the  present  time,  be  jthen  at  the  city  of  Washington,  was  informed  that 
laid  before  you.  With  respect  to  the  bank  road  in  jit  was  impr;icticable  to  enter  on  an  examination  of 
particular,  the  delay  will  enable  us  to  communicate  the  vouchers  and  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  the 
the  satisfactory  information,  that  the  whole  of  that  claim,  during  the  continuance  of  the  session  of  con- 
road  to  Cumberland,  has  been  let  out  in  small  con-  igress.  lie  therefore  urged  the  appointment  of  a 
tractsof  one,  two,  or  three  miles,  to  actual  workmen  [time  when  this  cause  of  dalay  should  not  exist. — 
or  contractors,  who  are  ail  bound  to  complete  their  |  Finding  in  .July  the  officers  of  the  war  department 


still  so  much  engaged,  that  it  was,  as  they  alledged, 
wholly  impracticable  to  take  up  the  Maryland 
claim,  the  agent  repeated  a  proposal  which  he  had 
made  very  early  to  the  secretary  of  the  war  de- 
partment, to  make  an  advance  to  the  state  on  ac- 
count  01  the  claim  which  had  been  assumed.  Ta 
this  the  secretary  assented   in  August:  but 


on  ex- 


contracts  by  the  month  of  December,  1820.  Cn  two 
years,  therefore,  the  work  will  be  completed,  and 
liie  state  of  Maryland  partially  put  in  possession  of 
those  means  nature  has  bestowed,  of  increasing  her 
trade  and  intercourse,  and  thereby  fostering  her 
resources,  her  strength,  and  her  wealth,  in  the 
investigation   of  the    subject   some  considerations 

which  are  daemed  highly  important  have  present- lamination  of  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  states 
cd  themselves;  and  in  the  execution  of  that  part  of 'such  balances  as  might  be  found  due  to  them,  he 
the  resolution  calling  for  any  sug-gestions  that  might  I  limited  the  amount  to  40,U00  dollars.  The  sum  has 
be  likely  to  promote  these  desirable  improvements,  accordingly  been  received  and  deposited  in  tlie 
the  executive  have  tliought  it  consistent  v.-ith  its  state  treasury, 
spirit  to  offer  a  view  of  the  subject,  with  its  bear- 
ings, on  the  imp'-ovement  and  v*elfarc  of  the  state 
The,i<e  rem, irks  will  accompany  the  final  commiini- 
cations  of  the  presidents  of  the  road  com|)anies. 

Under  the  act  imposing  a  tax  on  all  banks  in  thejorderof  assumption,  not  yet  fi!>aliy  adjusted.  Tliejus- 
state  of  Maryland  not  cliartered  by  the  legislature,  {tice,  however,  of  the  general  government  will  no 
an  application  has  been  m.adc  to  the  treasurer,  and  doubt  make  provision  for  the  speedy  settlement  of 
complied  with,  for  stamp  jiaper  for  an  office  of  pay  the  debt;  and  the  same  zeal,  attention,  and  ability  on 
and  receipt  established  at  Frederick  by  the  West-  tlie  part  of  tlie  agent,  which  has  hitherto  explained 
minster  bank.  The  penalties  of  the  lu.'.v  applying  ami  enforced  the  justice  of  the  claim,  will  no  doubt 
equally  to  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  continue  to  present  its  merits  in  such  a  favorably 
State.s,  established  in  Baltimore,  a  demand  was  early  view,  that  no  unnecessary  or  u.navoidable  delavs  vail 
.-Biada  on  that  bank.     It  ^yus  found  however  that  procrftsllnati  its  final  -Jd^istra'cnt. 


We  should  have  had  great  satisfaction  in  stating 
the  final  settlement  of  this  account — but  the  engage- 
ments in  the  war  ofiice  are  stated  still  to  continue, 
and  the  claims  of  other  states  \vdiich  are  first  in  the 
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The 


to  subscribe  for  a   certain  number  of. 


shares  reserved  to  the  state  in  the  Murine  Bank  of 
Bahiniore,  lias  been  purchased  out  by  tiie  bank  at 
an  advance  often  per  centum. —  The  same  right  to 
subscribe  for  a  certain  number  of  shares  in  the  Uni- 
on Bank  of  Maryland  was  sold  by  the  treasurer  to 
Thomas  Fairfax,  esq.  of  Virg-inia,  who  paid  the  ad- 
vance into  the  state  treasury.     Upon  application, 


Legislature  of  Virginia. 

GOVERNOR'S  COMMUNICATION. 

CotixciL  Chamber. 
Richmond,  Dec.  7th,  1818. 
Fello-o-Citizeru  of  the  Sninte, 

and  of  the  lloif^e  of  Delegates, 
Your  leg-islative  labors  for  the  present  session  wili 


however,  of  Mr.  Faii-flix  to  the  bank,  to  permit  him  i  commence  under  circumstances  peculi.irly  favorable 
to  subscribe  for  the  shares,  the  bank  refused;  al-  for  the  performance  of  those  duties  that  have  de- 
leging",  that  although  the  state  had  a  right  to  .w6-  volved  upon  you  from  your  constitution.  At  no 
scribe  for,  and  tlien  dispose  o/the  sliares,  yet  it  iiad  time  since  the  origin  of  the  government  have  its 
no  right  to  dispose  of  the  mere  right  to  subscribe,  prospects  been  more  flattering  than  at  present. — 
The  case  has  been  submitted  to  the  attorney-gene-  The  demands  necessary  for  its  support,  and  for  tlie 
ral,  with  directions  to  institute  such  legal  process  maintenance  and  advancement  of  its  public  institu- 
as  may  compel  the  bank  to  do  speedy  justice.  In  itions,  subtract  so  small  a  portion  from  the  labor  and 
the  mean  time  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 1  industry  of  the  community,  that  they  are  scarcely 
tween  the  treasurer  and  the  officers  of  the  bank  are  jfelt,  and  are  paid  by  the  people  with  alacrity  and 
transmitted,  in  order  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Fairfax  Isatisfaction.  Tlie  prosperity  and  happiness  produc- 
Tvho  still  remains  deprived  of  the  valuable  consider-  ied  and  secured  to  us  by  the  free  institutions  we  en- 
ation  for  wliich  he  has  paid  to  the  state  the  advance  ijoy,  are  now  completely  demonstrated  in  the  envi- 
of  TE!^  per  cent,  may  be  fully  taken  into  view,  and  able  condition  of  our  rapidly  increasing  population, 
such  measures  adopted  for  his  relief  as  may  seem  land  in  the  vast  improvement  of  our  country.  The 
best  to  the  wisdom  of  the  honorable  the  General  As-  tranquil  state  of  the  public  mind,  produced  by  the 
sembly.  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  favorable  prospect  of  its 

The  finances  of  the  state  not  being  under  the  i  uninterrupted  continuance; — our  increasing  corn- 
control  of  this  department,  a  statement  of  their 'merce;  the  lapidly  improving  state  of  our  agricul- 
.situation  will  belaid  before  you  by  the  treasurer,  jture;  and  superabundant  products  of  our  soil,  in 
Of  tlie  sum  whicii  he  was  authorized  to  borrow  un-i  which  the  bountiful  hand  of  Providence  is  so  kindly 
der  the  advice  of  the  executive,  only  twenty  thou- 1  manifested,  ought  justly  to  inspire  our  hearts  with 
sand  dollars  have  been  wanted.  adoration  and  gratitude. 

Sundry  commi;  nications  are  transmitted  from  the  The  strength  of  every  government  is  acknowl- 
governors  of  diil'erent  sister  states,  proposing  alter- 'edged  to  depend  on  the  facility  and  energy  with 
ations  and  in  answer  to  proposed  alterations  of  the  jv/hicli  its  physical  force  can  be  wielded  in  times  of 


constitution  of  the  United  States,  also  three  copies 
each  of  the  laws  of  New-Hampshire  and  New- 
York. 

Three  setts  of  V/aite's  edition  of  state  papers 


war  and  exigency.  'I'he  period  to  prepare  for  such 
occasions  is  when  peace  and  unanimity  prevail.  I 
will  be  pardoned  then  for  calling  your  attention  to 
our  Militia  svstem.     Its  defects  are  so  numerous  and 


have  been  also  received  from  the  departm.ent  of  [obvious,  that  I  fear  an  entire  want  of  confidence  in 
state  under  a  resolution  of  ccngi-ess,  one  for  the  I  ourselves  would  be  the  result  of  any  military  effort 
-use  of  the  executive,  and  one  for  each  branch  of  the  j  which  necessity  might  impose;  and  however  remote 
legi.slature.  jthat  necessity  may  appear,  we  are  boimd  to  be  pre-- 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  honorable  the  gener-  pared  for  it,  or  we  hazard  our  own  liberties  and 
al  assembly,  the  ofRce  of  register  of  wills  for  Hart-  itJie  very  existence  of  the  government.  The  impor- 
ford  co'inty  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  tance  of  this  subject  must  force  itself  upon  the  con- 
Richardson.  The  executive  appointed  Thomas  S.  sider.ation  of  the  legislature,  whose  wisdom  alone 
Bond,  Esq.  to  fdi  the  vacancy.  The  office  of  reg-jcan  provide  against  the  evils  consequent  upon  the 
;3terof  ifiills  for  Allegany  county,  also  became  va-| present  imperfect  system. 

cant  by  the  resignation  of  George  Bruce,  Esq.  in  '  Tlie  superintendent  of  the  armorj'  continues  tp 
■W'hose    place    the   executive    appointed     Charles  {conduct  tlie  ojjerations  of  that  institution  with  his 


Hick. 

The  eligibility  of  the   governor  under  the  con 
stitution   having    expired,  it   would  be  ungracious 


usual  attention  and  success. — The  arms  now  manu- 
factured there  are  of  superior  quality. 

An  effort  was  made  by  the  executive  to  contract 


not  to  express  t.ie  deep  satisfaction  felt  in  retiring ,  with  the  general  government  to  manufacture  at  the 
at  a  time  when  the  prosperity  of  the  state  appears  armory  of  Virginia  the  arms  which,  under  the  laws 
fixed;  when  her  finances  have  been  relieved  from  !  of  congress,  were  to  be  furnished  by  the  govern- 
the  pressure  brought  on  by  v.ar  and  invasion^  when  iment  of  the  United  States  to  the  militia  of  this 
the  injuries  inflicted  on  her  defenceless  shores  state,  but  this  efTort,  .as  will  appear  by  my  letter  tn 
liave  been  repaired;  when  the  di  iiand  for  the  pro-]the  secretary  of  war,  and  his  answer  (marked  A.) 
ductions  of  her  soil  is  g'iving  vigour  to  her  ug-ncui-|  proved  imavailing. 

turc;  when  a  turn  for  improvement,  evidently  |  An  arrangement  with  the  general  government  iS 
spreading  in  the. stUe,  bids  fair  to  increase  tiie  coiii- 1  now  progressing,  under  the  direction  ofMr.  .fohn 
forts  and  happiness  of  her  citizens;  when  animosi-  Chew,  (the  agent  of  this  state,  employed  in  the  set- 
ties  are  healing,  excitement  of  foeling  wearing  tlement  of  our  accounts  with  the  United  States  at 
away,  and  honest  difference  of  opinion  fairly  ad- [the  city  of  Washington)  to  ascertain  the  quota  of 


milted;  and  when,  above  all,  the  spirit  of  religion 
and  l)iety,  manifestly  exciting  and  increasing  its 
influence  in  all  classes,  is  preparing  to  estabi'sh 
the  general  welfire  on  that  foundation  of  rightcous- 
uess  which  alone  "exallcth  a  people." 


arms  to  which  1  his  state  is  entitled  under  the  laws  of 
congress. 

The  arsenal  at  Lexington  having  been  completed 
for  tlu-  reception  of  arms,  the  executive  ordered 
the  removal  often  thousand  stand  from  the  armory 


AVe  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  to  be  deposited  there,  as  soon  as   h.alf  the  num'^er 


most  obedient  liumble  servants, 

C.  lillJGELY,  (of  ILimpton.) 


of  the  guard  required    bylaw  siiouM  be  enlisted. 
In  the  attempt   to    accomplish  this  object,  .grcirt 
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diificuky  has  been  found,  inconsequence  of  the| 
higli  price  of  labor;  and  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that  no  provision  has  been  made  by  the  law  for  the 
enlistment  of  musicians,  as  to  which  an  amendment 
of  the  act  of  assembly  is  sug'gested,  it  being  the 
opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  that  music  is 
indispensible  in  drilling  and  regulating  his  com- 
mau/l,  wiucii  must  be  done  by  signals. 

The  number  of  the  public  guard  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
property,  has  been  nearly  completed,  under  the 
law  oftiie  last  session.  It  is  due  to  the  officers,  to 
aay  tuat  they  have  been  attentive  to  their  duty,  and 
have  there oy  improved  the  appeamnce,  reputation 
and  utility  of  the  guard. 

From  the  quarterly  reports  made  by  the  directors 
of  the  p<s*»iteiitiary,  herewith  enclosed,  (marked 
B)  vou  will  see  tiie  progress  of  that  institution, 
am  inclmed  to  believe,  from  an  examination  of  the 
interior  of  the  building,  that  the  discipline,  neat- 
ness and  in  iustry  maintained  among  tlie  prisoners, 
by  the  present  keeper,  will  entitle  him  to  approba- 
tion. 

The  legislature  will  certainly  not  permit  the 
present  session  to  close  without  devoting  a  part  of 
its  deliberations  to  the  state  of  the  county  jails. — 
Their  condition  generally,  renders  the  case  of  r 
debtor  deplorable;  and  the  frequency  of  escapes  by 
criminals  is  a  subject  of  constant  complaint  and 
unik'ersal  regret.  In  point  of  eco«o?jii/,  the  saving 
to  the  state,  which  would  arise  from  diminishing 
the  heavy  expense  of  guards  in  the  country,  and 
of  rewards  so  frequently  paid  tor  apprehending  of- 
fenders, is  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 

The  executive  proceeded  after  the  time  allowed 
by  law  had  expired  for  the  former  assistant  assessors 
to  make  their  returns,  "forthwith"  to  appoint  as- 
sistant assessors  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
operation  of  the  law  on  that  subject.  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  that  the  assessment  is  suU  uii.'inished,  as  from 
many  counties  no  returns  have  ever  been  received, 
"whicn  circumstance  only,  has  prevented  the  com- 
plete execution  of  the  law  "for  arranging  the  coun- 
ties into  districts  for  the  election  of  senators,  and 
for  equalizing  the  land  tax." 

The  Board  of  public  works,  at  their  called  meet- 
ing, since  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  appoint- 
ed Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  their  principal  engineer, 
vrho  was  immediately  employed  in  making  a  survey 
of  James  lliver  and  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  tl\e  practicability  and  expense  of  such 
improvemenls  as  would  render  those  important 
streams  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  three  feet 
■water.  A  detailed  report  of  the  result  will  be  sub 
mitted  as  soon  as  received,  together  with  the  an- 
nual report  shewing  the  present  state  of  the  fund 
for  internal  improvement. 

To  shew  what  has  been  done  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  concerning  the  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  river,  between  Pittsburg  and 
Shipping  Port,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  copy 
(marked  C)  of  my  letter  addressed  to  the  gover- 
nor of  each  state,  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Under  the  law  of  the  last  session,  appropriating  a 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  the  execu- 
tive discharged  the  duty  which  devolved  upon 
them  by  appointing  the  "board  of  commissioners 
for  the  university,"  whose  duty  it  is  to  report  to 
the  legislature  at  their  present  session. 

As  soon  as  the  annual  report  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  literary  fund  can  be  prepared, 
which  will  be  in  a  few  days,  that  report  will  be 
submitted  to  the  general  assembly.  From  the  li- 
mited experiments  hitherto  made  by  the  "school 
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commissioners"  for  the  education  of  poor  children, 
from  aome  of  whom  reports  have  been  received 
we  are  justified  in  believing  that  most  important 
advantages  to  the  community  may  be  derived  from 
their  efforts  under  the  law  of  the  last  session.  No 
object  can  be  presented  to  an  enlightened  legisla- 
ture, better  calculated  to  inspire  unanimity,  and 
produce  a  liberal  policy^  than  that  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  the  human  mind,  upon  which 
the  real  happiness,  not  only  of  society  at  present, 
but  of  future  generations,  so  much  depends;  it  is 
therefore  confidently  believed,  that  a  more  enlarg- 
ed system  of  public  education  will  be  adopted  by 
the  legislature;  a  system,  honorable  to  themselves, 
and  worthy  of  the  free  people  which  they  repre- 
sent. As  an  unusual  desire,  among  the  citizens 
generally,  for  the  attainment  of  knowledge  in  eve- 
ry branch  of  science,  is  now  manifesting  itself,  the 
state  of  Virginia  may  soon  acquire  a  distinguished 
reputation  for  leai'ning  and  wisdom,  if  the  genius 
and  talents  of  every  citizen  be  properly  encourag- 
ed and  cherished  by  the  fostering  hand  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  present  state  of  our  voluminous  accounts, 
contracted  with  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  summary,  and  by  a 
letter  (marked  D.)  from  Mr.  Hagner,  the  auditor  in 
the  treasury  department  at  Wa>;hington:  together 
with  the  statement  of  our  agent  Mr.  Chew,  and  his 
explanatory  letter  (niarked  E.) 

The  question  respecting  the  interest  claimed  by 
Virginia,  and  chargeable  to  the  general  account  up- 
on the  sum  advanced  to  the  United  States,  remains 
unsettled.  This  subject  was  introduced  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  government  long  since,  as  will  appear 
by  the  enclosed  papers  (marked  F.)  I  thought  it 
most  proper  not  co  press  the  question  until  nearly" 
the  whole  amount  of  the  principal  sliould  be  paid, 
lest  the  settlement  might  be  embarrassed  or  de- 
layed on  that  account.  From  the  cordial  and  libe- 
ral temper  manifested  b}'  the  general  government 
throughout  the  settlement  of  those  complicated  and 
perplexed  accounts,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  per- 
fect justice  will  be  ultimately  done. 

It  was  thought  advisable  by  the  executive  to  de- 
cline entering  into  further  contracts  for  surveying 
the  residue  of  the  state,  under  the  law  entitled 
"an  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  provide  an  accurate  chart  of  each  county,  and  a 
general  map  of  the  territory  of  this  commonwealth;" 
since  the  will  of  the  last  legislature  was  not  ascer- 
tained, in  consequence  of  the  senate's  not  havinjj 
had  time  to  act  on  the  subject,  and  since  it  was  be- 
lieved tliat  no  serious  injury  could  result  to  the 
community  by  the  postponement. 

Instructions  were  renewed  to  the  commissionera 
appointed  to  receive  voluntary  donations  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  late  gen* 
eral  George  Washington.  The  result  of  their  ef- 
forts cannot  be  entirely  ascertained  until  after  the 
15th  inst.  the  period  limited  for  their  i-eturns — No 
model  for  a  monument  has  been  offered  to  the  ex- 
ecutive, althovigh  the  public  attention  has  been  in- 
vited to  the  subject  upon  the  terms  prescribed  by 
the  resolution  of  the  legislature. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  to  provide  a 
suitable  seal  for  the  superior  court  of  law  of  each 
county  in  the  commonweahh  upon  the  lowest  terms 
tiiat  could  be  obtiiined,  and  the  work  is  now  pro- 
gressing in  the  hands  of  the  artist. 

The  improvement  of  the  public  square  and  ne- 
cessary rejjairs  of  the  capitol,  have  not  been  com- 
pleted. The  work  has  been  interrupted  by  the 
insufficiencv  of  the  fund  raised  bv  the  sale  of  the 
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and  equitable  principles.     Yovi  will  receive  here 
with  a  copy  of  uir.  Brinckle's  report  to  iiic  on  the 

SUDJCCl. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  assembly  re^ 
spectiug-  the  anus  belonging'  to  the  state,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  stands  have  been  collected, 
cleaned,  boxed  up  and  stored  by  the  commissary 
of  military  stores  of  Novcastle  county,  in  the 
court  house  at  Newcastle;-  and  three  hundred  ami 
eighty-three  stands  have  been  cleaned  and  stor- 
ed  by  the  commissary  ol'  military  stores  of  Ken't: 


lot  ciilied  tiie  governor's  garden,  and  by  the  im- 
praciicability  of  gelling  the  hemp  house  lot,  a  pro- 
perty whicii  was"  estimnt^;d  at  from  twent\  -live  hun- 
dred to  ten  thousand  dollars:  a  sale  of  the  lot  last 
mentioned  has  been  prevented  by  an  individual  who 
contested  the  commonwealth's  right,  and  lias  at- 
tempted to  take  possession  by  enck/sing  the  ground. 
A  svatement  oi  the  fund  raised  by  the  lots  sold,  and 
oftiie  disbursements  ofthatf\ind  towards  the  re- 
pairsof  the  capitol  and  improvements  of  the  public 
square,  together  with  an  estimate   of  the  probable 

sum  t^Kit  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  whole, !  county,  in  the  court-house  at  Dover;  copies  of  the 
Mill  be  submitted  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared  for  Recounts  of  the  comn.issioners  of  these  counties, 
the  legislature  or  the  services  rendeied  m  this  business,  are  here- 

As  ilie  public  square  and  the  capitol  are  the  pro-l  ^^itb  submitted.  There  still  is  in  each  of  these 
]>erty  of  the  people  of  \'irginia,  the^  cannot  forbear  counties  a  number  of  the  public  arms  in  the  hands 
indulging  a  laudable  and  rational  jiride  in  couipar-' of  individuals,  from  whom  the  commissaries  have 
ing  even  the  present  appearance  of  the  square!  "Ot  been  able  to  collect  them.  In  Sussex  county 
(though  unfinished,)  with  its  former  deep  and  ilau-^  the  office  of  conunissar}'  of  military  stores  has  been 
gerous  gullies,  and  the  splendid  edifice  in  which  |  long  vacant;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  a  suit.. - 
your  session  is  now  held,  destined  when  completed,!  L)le  person  could  be  found,  for  a  reasonable  com- 
to  be  an  ornament  to  the  state,  wiih  its  recent  ne-j  pensation,  to  take  charge  of-the  pubhc  arms  in  that 
glected  and  dilapidated  condition.  The  improve-  count}'.  Such  a  person,  however,  was  apjiointed 
luent  and  rcp-iirs  have  been  thus  far  effected  with  in  November  last,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  col- 
the  money  arising  from  tbe  sale  of  about  two  aci-es :  lecting  and  cleaning  the  arms  that  are  there, 
of  grovmd  previously  disregarded  and  useless.  It,  llie  arms  of  the  slate,  although  cleaned  and 
is  sub.nitted  to  the  legislature  whether  tlie  work 'stored,  wdl  require  frequent  attention,  in  order  to 
shall  be  completed,  by  authorizing  the  sale  of  other  I  pi'cserve  them  from  injury  and  decay.  Uy  ex- 
ground  of  slaular  description,  or  whether  the  im-,  i^ting  laws,  it  is  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
prc.-x-nK-nt,  nearly  finished,  shall  be  abandoned.       i  commissaries  of  military  stores  "to  obey  and  carry 

Daring  tne  recess  of  the  legislature,  a  vacancvj  i'lto  execution  all  orders  and  regulations  of  the 
was  jiFoduced  in  the  ciiaiicery  coui-ts  of  the  Wil-'  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the  stale,  issu- 
liainsburg  an  Fredericksbiu'g  districts,  by  the  much!  ed  for  the  safe  kcejiing,  cleaning  and  transportation 
lamented  death  of  judge  Nelson,  John  Green,  esq.j  of  the  public  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  all  other 
has  been  appointed  by  the  executive,  in  conformitv  |  property  of  the  state  belonging  to  the  military  do~ 
witii  the  constitution,  to  succeed  him  in  office.      "    partment  of  the  state;"  yet,  notwithstandingthe  du- 

The  ■esignation  of  Linah  Minis,  the  late  heute-:  ties  thus  enjoined  on  the  military  commissaries, 
iiant  governor,  has  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  the  pi-i-  there  is  no  r^ilowance  made  to  them  by  law  for  their 


vy  council,  which  remains  to  be  filled  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

In  concluding  this  communication,  allow  me  to 
add,  tliat  the  solemn  obligations  imposed  by  the  du- 
ties ofthe  office  conferred  upon  me,  have  been  dis- 
charged, regardless  of  all  personal  considerations, 
with  fidelity  and  purity  of  motives,  according  to  the 
iiiipanial  dictates  ofa  fallible  judgment. 

Bound  as  1  am,  by  every  lunuan  tie,  to  the  inte- 
rests of  llie  commonwealth,  I  do  most  fervently  im- 
plore tile  Almighty,  that  our  united  efforts  for  the 
public  good  may  be  guided  by  wisdom  and  energs 


services,  and  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  these 
services  can  or  will  be  rendered  without  a  ctrtainty 
of  compensation.  1  therefore  suggest  the  ])roprit- 
ty  of  allowing  a  certain  annual  sum  to  each  of  ihesc 
officers  in  compensation  for  their  services. 

In  every  free  state  there  should  be  a  well  trained 
militia.  Ours  is  at  present  in  a  most  disordered 
condition.  The  laws  relating  to  it  are  defective 
and  ineffectual;  and  for  some  time  past  no  ;ittempt 
has  been  made  in  any  part  of  tlie  state  to  execute 
them.  The  subject  is  well  worthy  the  serious  con- 
sideration ofthe  legislature;  and  1  recommend  a  re- 


happiness  of  our  common  country 

.1  AMES  "r.  I'KESTON 


and  may  result  in  promoting  the  virtue,  hbertv  aiid  vision  ofthe  laws:,  and  a  complete  and  thorough  or 

ganization  of  the  militia. — If,  however,  you  should 

notsee  proper  to  act  so  fully  as  1  have  recommended, 

I  beg  leiive  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the 

following  points  in  relation  to  the  subject:  by  the 

laws  of  the  state,  and  by  the  acts  of  congress,  it  is 

G(>\  r.KNOR'a   MESSAGE.  I  made  Uie  duty  ofthe  .adjutant-gc  neial  to  make  re- 

Uorer,  Jautuiry  T,  1819.     This  day  at  12  o'clock  i  turns  ofthe  state  and  condition  ofthe  militia,  annu- 

the  following   message   from  the  governor  was  de- 1  ally,  to  the  president  cf  tiie  United  States  and  the 


Legislature  of  Delaware. 


livered  by  mr.  Ridgel}",  secretary  of  state. 
J'^cllov-Chizeiis  ofthe  Senate 

and  of  the  Il'iuse  of  Jic'/iresentativcs, 


governor  of  this  state;  this  duty  has  not  been  per- 
formed for  several  years,  because  returns  are  not 
made  to  the  adjutant-general,  and  because,  in  con- 


l]y  virtue   ofthe  resolutions  of  the  General   As-j  sequence  of  nocompensation  being  allowed  to  him 
semidy  of  the  3i,th  .lanuary  last,  1  ;q)pointed  Joshua  for  his  services,  no  person  wil!  accept  that  appoint- 

f       ll..:„l    T.,       ,...«         tl 1      1     „1        ir       ".I-  .      .  .  .  1     •  1  C    !    .; ..^iir 


G.  Jirinkle,  esq.    the   agent   on  behalf  of  this  state, 
to  settle  the  claim  against  the  United  States,   for 


ment. — And  in  consecjuence  also  of  provisions  now 
existing  in  our  militia  laws,  voluntary  association  of 


niiliiary  ex|)enditures  made  by  this  state,  in  sup- 1  citizens,  for  the  purijoses  of  military  exercises,  are 
port  of,  and  in  consequence  of  the  late  war.  The  |  prevented:  1  siiggest  then  tlie  propriety  of  at  least 
claim  is  not  yet  finally  settled,  but  mr.  Urinckle  has    permitting  vohr.ueer  companies  of  militia  to  be  es- 


veceived  on  account  of  it,  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  paid  over  to  the  trea- 
sui'er  of  this  st;ite,  t.ie  sum  of  iwenty-five  thousand 
fiollurs.  The  balan^-e  ofthe  claim  is  in  a  course  of 
iidjuiJimcnt,  and  wil;,  1  doubt  not,  be  settled  oa  lair 


tablished,  and  of  making  such  provisions  by  law  as 
that  returns  ofthe  militia  may  be  duly  made. 

The  dockets  of  justices  ofthe  peace  are  declar- 
ed bylaw  to  be  i)uijlic  records;  and  in  their  care- 
ful preservation;  and  in  having  easy  access  to  them, 
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the   people  are  very  much  interested.     Many  ofi  entitled  "an  .irt  for  establishinf,'- a  health  office,  and. 


the  jiisticfs,  liowever,  seem  to  suppose  that  their 
dockets  are  tlieir  own  private  property,  and  when 
they  cease  to  act,  keep  them  as  such  and  carry 
tbem  with  them  withersoever  they  go;  and  in  case 
of  their  deaths,  their  executors  and  administrators 
act  generally  On  the  same  palnciples.  I  recom- 
mend, tlierefore,  tliat  provision  be  made  b}'  law, 
that  upon  the  deatii,  resignation,  removal,  or  other- 
wise ceasing  to  act,  of  any  justice  of  tlie  peace,  his 
dockets,  and  all  the  pa]oers  belonging  or  relating 
to  h's  Oifif-e,  be  dc])ositedin  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  county  wliere  tlie  jus' ice  officia- 
ted, and  that  copies  from  such  dockets  and  pa])ers, 
duly  certified  by  the  prothonotary,  i)e  admitted  as 
evidence  in  all  cases  where  the  originals  would  be 
received. — And  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  such 
law  efiectual,  and  also  for  the  greater  security  of 
the  peo])le  in  ail  cases  arising  before  justices  of 
the  pe:;cc,  the  justices  should  be  required  to  enter 
into  bond  or  recognizance  with  sufficient  sureties, 
for  the  fiiithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
office. 

I  recommend  a  revision  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly of  tlie  third  ofFebruaiy  last,  entitled  "an  act 
for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small 
debts:"  among  the  many  objections  that  migiit  be 
urged  a,;  linst  the  provisions  of  this  law,  I  particu 


to  secure  the  city  and  port  of  }'!)dadelpbia  from  the 
introduction  of  pestilential  and  contagio-is  diseases^ 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the  other  entitled 
"an  act  for  regulating  the  importation  of  German 
and  other  passengers;"  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania invite  your  adoption  of  regulations  similar  to 
those  contained  in  the  said  acts. 

With  this  message  you  will  receive  resolutions  of 
the  leg-islature  of  North  Carolina,  New-York,  Con 
necticut  and  New  Hampshire,  pro|)osing  an  amend 
ment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  an  uniferm  mode  of  choosing  Rep- 
resentatives in  congres's  and  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  similar  to 
the  mode  proposed  b3'the  refiolntion  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New-Jersey,  adopted  on  tlie  thirteenth  of 
February  1817",  andsidimitted  to  the  general  assem- 
bly f>f  ibis  state  at  its  last  session — and  also  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislaturesof  Georgia,  Ohio,  and  Missis- 
sippi, disapproving  the  said  amendments  so  propos- 
ed as  aforesaid. 

J  lay  before  you,  resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of 
Georgia  and  'renness-je,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  exactly  sim- 
ilar to  that  proposed  by  the  resolution  of  Kentucky 
of  the  17th  January,  1817,  which  was  submitted  to 
the  general  assembly  of  this  state  at  its  last  session. 


lariy  solicit  your  attention  to  the  following:  It  is  { and  which  provides  "that  no  law  varying  the  com 
declared,  that  the  return  day  of  every  execution  is- 
sued by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  not  he  more 
than  six  months,  nor  less  than  hfteen  da}s  fi-om  the 
issuing  of  such  execution;  this  is  a  discretionary 
power  granted  to  the  justice,  that  may  be  abused 
to  the  oppression  and  injury  of  the  people,  and  nvxy 
operate  as  favor  or  ill  will  may  dictate,  eitlier  a- 
gainst  plaintiff  or  defendant;  it  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. The  same  act  also  authorizes  the  issuing 
of  writs  of  vcmditimii  exponas,  and  holds  out  in- 
ducements for  doing  so;  it  certainly  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  issue  such  writs  in  cases  arising  before  jus- 


pensation  of  the  members  of  the  cong-ress  of  the 
United  States,  shall  take  efiect  until  the  time  for 
which  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  that  congress  by  which  the  law  was  passed,  shall 
have  expired," — and  also  resolutions  of  tlie  legisla- 
tures of  Ohio,  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont,  dis- 
approving the  said  last  mentioned  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

And  I  also  communicate  a  resolution  of  the  legis- 
ture  of  Vermont  disapproving  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United   States,  as  it  regards  the 


tices,  and  until  within  a  very  few  years,  such  a  prac-j  choosing  of  representatives   in    congress    and  ap- 


tice  was  not  known  in  the  state;  the  issuing  of  them 
tends  only  to  accumulate  unnecessary  costs  against 
the  defendant,  without  any  benefit  to  the  plaintiff — 
nay,  indeed,  to  his  injurv,  by  causing  delay  in  the 
recovery  of  his  debt;  this  practice  siiould  be  abol 


pointing-  electors  of  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  States. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  general 
assembly,  T  have  received  three  copies  of  Waile's 
edition  of  *■"  lerican  State-papcrs;  three  cop'esof  the 


ishod.     According  to  the  construction  given  by  tlif" !  laws  of  ^lassachusetts  from  the  28lh  Nov.  1780,  to 


court  of  common  pleas  to  provisions  exactly  simi 
Tar  to  those  of  the  twelfth  section  of  said  act,  no 
appeal  will  lie  in  case  where  the  report  of  the  audi- 
tors or  referees  is  against  the  plaintiff,  or  for  a  less 
sum  than  fifteen  dollars,  notwithstanding  the  claim 
might  be  for  fifty  dollars;  and  thus  the  plaintiff  is 
V,  ithout  redress  in  proportion  to  the  injury  done 
him  by  tlie  decision  of  the  referees;  it  seems  to  be 
necessary,  therefore,  that  this  section  should  be 
amended.  Many  other  amendments  will  occur  to 
you  on  revising  the  act,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  suggest.  I  will  only  add  that  the  operation 
of  the  law  is  most  sensibly  felt  by  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  by  that  portion  of 
them,  too,  who  are  least  able  to  defend  themselves 
from  oppression  and  wrong,  and  that  it  therefore, 
more  ptu'ticularly  deserves  to  be  eareful'v  examined 
s.nd  amended. 

And  1  recommend,  gentlemen,  in  a  very  particu- 
lar manner,  to  your  protection  and  patronage,  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
state. 

At  the  request  )fthe  general  asS'^mbly  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  communicated  to  me  liy  che  governor 
of  that  state,  T  subinit  to  your  consideration,  copies 
oi"tv/o  acts  passed  by  them  at  their  bst  session,  one 


the  16th  Feb.  1816,  and  three  copies  of  the  la.\vs  of 
that  state  passed  at  the  January  and  May  sessions 
1818;  three  copies  of  Brevard's  Digest  of  the  public 
statue  laws  of  South  Carolina,  and  three  cop.es  of 
the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  general  a-sembl}- of 
that  state  passerl  at  the  March  and  December  se-^- 
slons,  1817;  and  three  copies  of  the  havs  of  New- 
Hampshire  passed  at  the  June  session,  1818,  of  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania  passel  at  the  December  ses- 
sion, 1817,  and  of  the  journals  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
'u^  the  first  session  of  the  fifteenth  congress:-— of 
these  laws  and  state  papers  I  have  caused  one  copy 
to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  another 
to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
the  tliird  will  be  retained  in  the  secretary  of  state's 
office. 

I  have  received  one  copy  of  a  compilation  of  the 
laws  of  Georgia,  from  the  year  1801  to  the  year 
ISIO,  inclusive,  and  also  one  copy  of  tlie  laws  of  the 
following  states;  viz: — Of  Cc>nnectic'ir,  to  October 
session  1817,  inclusive,  of  Ne-v  Jersey,  p-is".ed  at 
Oclol)er  sess)n  1817,  of  Virginia,  pa'^sed  at  Decem- 
Ijcr  session  1817,  of  North  Oaro'.ina  passed  at  No- 
vember session  1817,  of  Tenness'^e,  passed  at  Sep- 
^tember  session  lt'17,  and  of  Vennont,  passed  at 
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October  session  1817,  and  also  the  third  volume  of 
the  laws  of  the  last  mentioned  stnte,  to  the  close  of 
the  session  of  the  legislature  in  1816 — all  of  which 
are  placed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  use  of  the  g'overnment. 

JOHN  CLARK. 
Janunnj  6th,  1819. 


Legislature  of  Indiana, 

GONKIINOR'S   MESSAGE. 

Communicated  by  Robert  A  New,  esq.  secretary 
of  state,  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  con- 
vened in  the  representatives  cliumber,  on  the  ninth 
of  Dec-niher,  1818. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  represeritatives: 
In  meeting  you  again  for  the  discliarge  of  our 
co-relative  duties,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  recom- 
mend to  your  consideration,  such  mi-asures  as  are 
deemed  important  to  the  interest  of  our  constituents, 
and  to  the  welfare  of  th2  stHie. 

When  the  importance  of  the  undertaking,  and  the 
limited  time  wliich  the  general  assembly  occupied 
in  revising  the  undigested  materials  which  had  pre- 
viously composed  the  statute  laws  of  the  state,  are 
duly  considered,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  some  of 
our  statuary  provisions  should  again  require  legisla- 
tive interference.  The  existing  provisions  do  not 
render  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  suf- 
ficiently certain  to  ensure  the  support  of  the  public 
credit  The  act  for  assessin?;  and  collecting  revenue, 
should  require  thtt  the  assessment  should  be  made 
annually,  at  an  earlier  period,  which,  woidd  afT'ord 
more  time  for  collection,  and  render  the  payments 
to  the  treasury  more  certain  and  less  burthensome 
to  the  people. 

The  act  requires  the  prosecuting  attornies,  in  the 
several  counties,  to  prosecute  in  ull  cases  connected 
with  the  revenue,  and  that  suits  be  instituted  against 
delinquent  sheriffs  in  the  name  of  the  au  iii'u-,  al- 
though their  bonds  are  given  to  the  f^overnor  and 
his  successor  in  office;  yet,  it  has  been  doubted 
whether  suits  thus  instituted  could  be  sustained. 
This  mode  of  coercing  payments  from  delinquent 
sheriffs  is  objectionable  on  .iccount  of  the  frequent 
changes  made  by  the  courts  of  thei  prosecuting 
♦  attornies,  with  other  co-opcratiiig  causes,  of  wliich 
the  auditor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  direct  the  institution 
of  revenue  suits,  being  uninfoimed.  produces  pro- 
crastinations, unaToidable  as  they  are  injurious  to 
the  revenue. 

The  better  to  enforce  the  payments  of  the  revenue 
of  the  state,  on  the  part  of^  those  cliarged  with  its 
collection,  it  is  recommended  that  all  suits  connect- 
ed therewith,  be  instituted  in  the  Harrison  circuit 
court,  and  that  the  appointment  of  an  attorney  ge- 
neral be  authorized  by  law,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  prosecute  thereon,  and  in  the  supreme  court 
where  the  state  may  be  a  party,  and  such  other 
duties  a.s  shall  be  enjoined  by  Lw,  with  such  pro- 
vision for  his  services  as  may  be  deemed  adequate 
and  proper.  At  present  there  is  no  law  officer  of 
uhom  it  can  be  required  as  a  dutv,  to  afford  legal 
advice  to  either  of  the  ex°cutive  officers  of  the  state, 
atl.!i)ugh  questions  must  srise.  connected  with  the 
revenue,  as  well  as  oilier  subjects  requiring  legal 
abilities  to  decide. 

To  provide  the  ways  and  means  for  the  support 
cf  government  for  the  current  year  will  claim  your 
attention,  and  the  reports  whicli  jou  will  be  furnish 
«d  by  the  auditor  an  I  treasurer,  will  afiorci  a  correct 
view  of  tlie  fi^nnces  of  the  state. 

t  is  believed,  '-hat  a  valuable  salt  spring  is  known 


to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  late  purch,.s<  of  In- 
dian lands,  which,  if  ratified  by  the  treaty  ni'-king 
power  of  the  United  States,  and  the  lunos  uilowed 
for  the  use  of  such  saline,  could  be  .speedily  set  up  it, 
a  revenue  would  the  sooner  be  uenveu  rom  that 
source,  while  'he  monopolized  article  of  salt  would 
be  furnished  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  to  a  great  por- 
tion of  our  citizens. 

The  provision  of  the  act  organizing  the  ciicujt 
court,  that  requires  all  pleas  that  deny  the-  cause 
of  action  wiien  founded  on  a  written  instrument,  to 
be  supported  by  an  oath  or  .iftirnuition,  jnvst  nts  i«. 
ducements  to  commit  perjury,  Mid  is  olctdnt'd  to 
add  imnecessarily  to  the  expense  of  the  suiter^. 

The  act  subjecting  real  and  person^il  est..ies  to 
execution,  has  left  to  uncertainty  wh:;l  disposUion,o 
slijll  be  made  of  real  property,  which,  after  1  eing 
exposed  to  sale  under  execution,  for  the  term  of 
seven  years,  fails  to  satisfy  the  demands  agmiist  it, 
although  a  jury  under  the  authontj  ofihissia's  iias 
determined  otherwise.  It  is  believed  likewise,  diis 
act  contemplated  \\\.<\  the  mansion  of  a  debtor  siiould 
be  last  taken  in  execution,  and  not  prior  to  t!ie  ex- 
piration of  one  year  after  jiHf^meiu  rendered,  though 
from  its  phraseology  the  construction  is  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

Nearly  all  the  statutes  which  were  in  force  prior 
to  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  have  been 
repealed,  but  there   is  no  provision  that  such  suits 
and  prosecutions  as  had  been  instituted  under  the 
repealed  st.atutes,  slinula  be  kept  alive  and  pro- 
secuted  to  final   judgment.      This  defect,  unless 
remedied,  may,  in  some   instances,  tend    to    pre- 
Ijudice  individual  rights,  and  lead  to  impunit\   of 
I  crime.     There  are  also  suits  in  chancery,  in  which 
the  presiding  judges  of  the  circuits  have  been  in- 
I  terested  as  counsel,  and  will  not  progress  to  trial 
until  the  supremecourt  is  vested  with  original  juris- 
diction in  such  cases,  and  iintd  the  mode  of  trans- 
ferring those  suits  from  the  circuit  courts  shall  be 
prescribed  by  1  iw. 

The  constitution  has  provided  that  no  act  of  the 
general  assembly  shall  be  in  force  until  it  shall  be 
published  in  print,  unless  in  cases  of  emergency  — 
This  provision  is  too  indefinite  in  it-i  character,  and 
requires  legislative  aid,  either  by  a  general  act,  or 
a  special  cl.>use  in  eicli,  prescribing  a  certain  period 
sufficiently  dist.int  to  insuie  the  previous  promulga- 
tion of  the  laws,  from  which  tlicir  operation  shall 
commence. 

Tlie  humane  princi"ples  wf  our  government  forbid 
the  idea  that  any  unnecessary  pinnshment  or  rigor 
should  be  inflicted  on  tho-e  whom  misfortune  or 
crime  have  sulijected  to  imprisonment;  notwitli- 
standing  the  situation  of  many  of  our  prisoners  are 
calculated  to  invite  disease  upon  limited  confinement 
therein,  and  to  inflict  punishment  before  trial. 

The  internal  improvement  of  the  state  forms  a 
subject  of  the  grotesi  importance,  and  deserves 
tiie  most  serious  attention.  Roads  and  canals  are 
calculated  to  afford  ficiliiies  to  the  commercial 
transactions  connected  with  the  exports  and  imports 
of  the  country,  by  lessening  the  expenses  and  time 
attendant,  hs  well  on  the  transportation  of  the  bulky 
articles  whicii  compose  our  exports,  as  on  the  im- 
portation of  articles,  the  growth  and  manufactures 
of  foreign  countries,  wliicli  luxury  and  habit  have 
rendered  too  commoii,  and  ilmost  indispensable  to 
our  consumption.  They  eniiancc  the  value  of  the 
soil,  b)  affording  to  llie  iigriculiurist  the  means  of 
deriving  g:'e:i.er  gain  from  its  cultivation,  with  an 
equal  proportion  of  labor,  thereby  presenting 
stronger  inducements  to  industry  and  enterprize, 
and  ^t  Uie  same  time  by  various  escilenicnts  invite 
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to  a  more  general  intercourse  between  the  citizens,  | 
wliich  never  tails,  in  a  great  me^isurf-,  o  remove  ''e 
jealousies  of  local  interest,  and  the  imbitt^red  vio 
lence  of  political  feuds,  wiiich  too  of'.eii  proiiuce  the 
most  undign.fied  results  to  our  republican  institu- 
tions, and  secretly  d-;siroy  some  of  the  greatest 
blessings  which  social  intercourse  is  calculated  to 
afford. 

Tlie  success  which  hus  attended  the  exertions  of 
til.' Jr-ffeisoiiville  Ohio  canal  company,  Hffi>i-ds  ihi 
flattering  prospect  o''  a  speedy  commencement,  up- 
on the  great  object  for  which  the  corporation  was 
created,  and  presents  still  stronger  claims  upon  the 
general  assembly  to  aid  its  ultimate  execution.  It 
is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  whether  the 
township  of  land,  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
tlie  French  Lick,  which  was  reserved  and  vested  in 
the  state  for  the  use  of  a  saline,  and  which  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  of  no  importance  for  the  manufacture 
ot  salt,  ought  not,  with  the  assent  of  congress,  to  be 
disposed  of,  and  the  funds  arising  therefrom,  under 
the  direction  of  the  legislature,  to  be  vested  in  canal 
stock  in  behalf  of  the  state. 

With  the  tliree  per  cent  fund  appropriated  by  an 
act  of  congress,  it  is  in  your  power  to  lay  the  founda 
tion  of  a  system  of  mternal  improvement  co-exten- 
sive with  the  state,  which  if  managed  with  economy 
and  a  due  regard  to  the  objects  for  which  it  W:«s 
intended,  will  progressively  eff-^ct  the  grand  pur- 
pose, without  exhausting  the  means  of  its  progress, 
until  it  s1k*11  iiave  been  fully  accomplished.  Until 
a  site  for  the  seat  of  government  shall  be  established 
whicli  will  be  considered  permanent,  from  which 
as  :i  centre,  substantial  leading  roads  may  be  made 
to  the  impoitant  points  on  the  limits  of  the  state, 
the  expenditure  of  this  fund  would  be  disbursed  to 
purposes  but  limitedly  advantageous, if  notultimately 
useless.  This  fund,  if  it  were  invested  in  an  in- 
terest bearing  stock,  together  with  its  semi-annual 
dividends,  would  entble  the  state,  after  the  hpse  of 
a  few  years,  to  appiopriate  thirty  thousand  dollars 
annuilly  for  making  roads  and  canals,  without 
liiaterially  affecting  its  resources;  tind  the  experi- 
ence alfoided  from  the  policy  of  an  adjoining  state, 
furnishes  ample  proof  of  the  impropriety  ol  making 
any  disposition  of  this  fund,  other  than  such  as  will 
accomplish  improvements  of  durable  character. — 
This  fund,  as  the  subject  of  a  general  trust,  has  been 
committed  to  your  care  under  a  solemn  compact, 
between  ?he  general  government  and  this  state,  with 
no  other  limitation  tlian  that  it  shall  be  applied  to 
the  use  of  making  roads  :ind  canals  within  the  latter; 
— without  any  expression  witli  regard  to  tlie  time 
and  manner  of  its  application,  these  being  left  to 
your  discretion  as  the  trustee,  no  good  reason  can 
be  assigned  why  congress  might  not  countenance 
such  measures,  not  inconsistent  with  the  trust,  as 
you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  further  the  in 
terest  of  the  state  for  whose  benefit  it  wasorginally 
designed.  Such  a  disposition  of  the  fund,  would 
enable  the  state,  within  a  few  years,  to  commence 
upon  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  while  the 
intermediate  time  would  greatly  enlarge  the  means 
of  its  execution,  the  number  of  laborers  would  be 
multiplied,  the  price  of  labor  rendered  more  reason- 
able, and  if  vested  in  the  authorized  stock  of  the 
state,  would  aid  in  supporting  a  circulating  medium, 
so  necessary  to  give  impulse  to  our  industry  and 
enterprize,  the  want  of  which  is  seriously  felt  by 
almost  every  description  of  our  citizens. 

The  products  of  our  soil,  v.-!iich  form  the  basis 
of  our  public  and  private  wealth,  are,  unavoidably, 
nisposed  for  a  depreciated  medium,  upon  winch, 
T.'hen  ppplied  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  the  Unit 


ed  States,  a  loss  must  be  sustained  from  five  to  »en 
per  cent,  and  in  this  indirect  but  certain  mode,  the 
hard  earnings  of  the  laborious  and  farming  interest 
of  the  coun  ry  is  more  exhorbitantly  taxed,  by  a 
mere  regulation  adopted  to  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  national  bank,  aided  with  the  power 
from  the  treasury  department  of  preventing  all  other 
paper  currency  from  being  received  in  payments  to 
'he  United  States.  The  power  which  this  bank 
exercises  over  the  payments  of  the  United  States 
treasury,  has  greatly  involved  those  who  have  be- 
come public  debtors  for  Imds  purchased,  under  the 
general  belief,  that  the  paper  of  solvent  banks, 
would  continue  to  be  accepted  in  discharge  of  such 
demands  against  them,  but  the  operations  of  this 
institution  prove  its  intention  of  gradually  destroy- 
ing the  reputation  of  tlie  stale  institutions  disenab- 
ling thereby  those  who  are  indebted  to  the  United 
St'ites  to  meet  their  payments  in  due  time  to  avoid 
a  heavy  interest  or  forfeiture,  which  must  result  in 
immense  sacrifices  on  their  part,  and  commensurate 
oppoi  tunities  for  speculation  tor  those  who  can  com- 
mand funds  which  .ire  receivable,  unless  congress 
shall  interfere  in  their  behalf 

With  an  entire  confidence  that  these  and  such 
other  subjects  as  your  superior  wisdom  may  sug- 
gest, connected  with  our  inestimable  religiou.s  and 
political  privileges,  will  meet  your  consideration, 
with  that  moderation  and  concert  so  essential  to  the 
important  trust  committed  to  your  charge,  you  have 
the  assurance  of  my  co  operation  in  every  object 
calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  state 
and  the  happiness  of  its  citizens. 

JONATHXN  JENNINGS, 


French  Legislature. 

OPEWING   OF  THEFnK«<CH   LEGISLATURE. 

Translated  fnr  the  Columbian. 

Pahis,  11th  Dec  1818.  Yesterday,  at  1  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  salutes  of  artillery  announced 
the  departure  of  his  majesty  from  the  Chateau  of 
the  Thuilleries,  in  order  to  repair  to  the  chamber 
of  deputies. 

The  procession  moved  in  the  following  order: 

A  detachment  of  gendarmerie,  or  household 
dragoons;  a  squadron  of  gendarmerie  des  chasses; 
the  superior  stnff  officers  of  the  garrison  and  of 
the  first  division,  having  at  their  head  the  generals 
Df  Ilochechouart  and  D'Espinois;  the  superior  staff 
of  the  national  guard,  and  a  squadron  of  the  na- 
tional guard  mounted;  a  carriage  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans — a  carriage  of  duk"  Dr>  Rerri;  t^vo  car- 
riages of  ^Monsieur's;  ten  of  the  kin<.':'s  carriages, 
containing  several  dukes  and  peers,  marechals  of 
France  and  general  officers;  a  squadron  of  hussars 
of  the  royal  guard;  the  superior  staff  of  the  royal 
guard;  a  squadron  of  the  bodv  guard/  the  four 
heralds  at  arms;  the  king's  coach,  in  which  was 
his  majesty.  Monsieur,  on  his  left,  and  in  the  front 
the  dakes  de  Berri  and  Orleans.  These  three 
princes  wore  the  robes  and  mantles  of  peers.  TI>.e 
marechals  du'  e  of  Tiagusa  and  duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg were  on  the  right  of  llie  cnsch,  the  duke 
of  ILivre  and  the  general  Bourmont  were  on  the 
left. 

The  bodv  guards  on  font,  commanded  by  the 
duke  de  Mortemar;,  fjrmed  in  files  on  each  side 
of  the  coach;  a  ."quitdron  of  ciiir<ssiers  anl  a  de- 
tichment  of  gendarmrrie  closed  the  march.  The 
national  guard,  the  royal  guard,  and  the  legions  in 
garrison,  lined  the  streets  through  which  the  pro- 
cession passed. 

A  deputation  consisting  of  twelve  members  o^ 
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the  chamber  of  peers  and  twenty  five  of  the  cliKm-i  msintenance  of  all  those  liberties  which  are  so  dear 
ber   of  deputies,  received  the  king:  at  the  foot  of  to  my  people. 

th"  stair  case  leading  to  the  grand  Peristyle  of  the  I      In  uniting  your  vows  with  mine,  and  in  second- 
lepislauve  paiace.  I  infj  my  efforts,  you  will  not  forget,  gentlemen,  that 

On  his  m  jesly's  entrance  into  the  hnll  of  sit  I  this  charter,  in  delivering  F-ance  from  despotism, 
ting,  the  whole  assembly  rose,  uncovered,  and  '  lias  fixed  the  termination  of  revolutions.  1  confi- 
greetd  the  monarch  with  exclamations  of  T'l're  leroi.  I  dently  anticipated  your  aid  in  rebelling  those  ppn- 

Tbe  king  being  seated  on  the  thi-one,  having  on  i  ciples,  which  under  the  m-sk  of  liberty  attack  so- 
his  rij^'hi  Monsieur  and  the  duke  D'Orleans,  and  on  |cial  orders,  and  through  anarcliy  terminate  in  ab- 
his  left  the  duke  D'nerri,  addressed  himself  to  the  I  sohite  power;  whose  fatal  success  has  cost  the 
peers  and  desired  them  to  be  seated;  and  the  chan-  world  so  much  blood  and  so  much  te.irs. 
cellor,  in  his  m.ijesty's  name,  gave  the  same  per-  My  ministers  will  lay  before  you  the  estimates 
mission  to  the  deputies.  of  the  expenses  which  the  exigencies  of  tlie  pub- 

His  majesty  then  delivered  the  following  speech:  j  lie  service  at  present  demand.     The  prolonged  ef- 

Gcntlemen—\X  the  commencement  of  the  last ,  fects  of  events  to  which  we  had  to  submit  in  order 
session,  we  all  deplored  the  evils  which  weighed!  to  avoid  greater  evils,  have  not  yet  permitted  me 
«o  heavily  on  our  country.  to  propose  to  you  the  alleviation  of  those  burthens 

I  had  the  satisfiction,  however,  of  hoping  for'  which  necessity  had  imposed  on  my  people;  but  I 
llieir  speedy  termination;  a  generous  effort,  of  j  have  the  consolation  of  perceiving  that  tiiis  period 
•which  I  have  the  noble  pride  of  saving,  no  other  |  is  at  a  short  distance — a  period  whose  arrivil  will 
iiation  has  afforded  a  more  b'=".'.utlful  example,  has   eminently  contribute  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  my 


enabled  me  to  realise  these  h'P'='s.  My  troops  solely 
occupy  ;dl  our  fortresses;  one  of  uiy  sons  has  run  to 
ioin  in  tlie  first  jjyful  transports  of  our  liberated 


heart,  whose  chief  wishes  are  for  the  prosperity  of 
our  country. 

From  the  present  moment,  the  termination  of  an 


'provinces,  and  with  his  own  hands,  amidst  the  ac-  \  increase  of  debt  is  definitively  fixed.  We  have  al 
clamations  of  my  people,  has  hoisted  the  French  [  so  the  consolation  of  knowing  with  certainty,  that 
flag  on  the  ramp'irls  of  Thionville:  to-day  tiiis  flag!  its  diminution  will  take  place  in  r^pid  progression, 
waves  over  tlie  wl'ole  territory  of  France.  j  This  certainty,   and  the  loyality  of  France  in  the 

The  day  on  which  my  children   have  been  deli- :  execution   of  her   engagements,  have  established 
vered  from  the  burdens   of  an   occupation  which !  public   credit  on  a  founriatioii   not  to   he   shaken, 
■they  bore  with  courage  fnr  more  than  three  years,'  though  it  may  for  a  moment,  have  been  slightly  af- 
will  ever  be  to  me  one  of  the  most  happy  days  of  fected   by  temporary    circumstances,   common  to 
•niy  life,  and  my  heart,  truly  French,  does  not  feel  I  other  states. 

less  joyful  for  the  terminaiion  of  the  evils  undtr!  Tlie  French  youth  continue  to  give  noble  proofs 
which  they  labored,  than  it  does  for  the  liberation  i  of  their  love  of  couniry  and  of  their  king.  The 
of  our  country.  j  law  for  recruiting   the   army   is    every  wliere  exe- 

The  provinces  wliich  to  the  present  day  have i  cuted  with  submission,  and  in  m^ny  places  with 
caused  me  so  many  doleful  reflections,  merit  the  j  joy.  While  the  young  soldiers  procv^ed  to  join  the 
attention  of  the  nation,  which  has  admired,  as  1  franks  of  the  army,  their  brothers  remain  in  tiie 
have,  their  heroic  resignation.  [bosoms   of  their  families,  and   the  veterans   who 

The  noble  unanimity  of  heart  and  sentiment  |  have  fulfilled  their  honorable  engagements  to  their 
that  you  manifested  when  I  required  the  means  for  j  country,  return  to  the  enjoym'-nL  of  the  'peaceable 
satisfying  our  engagements,  is  an  enlightened  proof  comforts  of  their  domfstic  fireside— both  classes 
of  the  attachment  of  the  French  to  their  country,]  exhibiting  living  examples  to  futuri.y  of  inviolable 
of  the  confidetice  of  the  nation   in  her  king;    and  1  fidelity  to  the  laws. 

Europe  has  received  France  with  eagerness  in  tbei  After  the  calamities  of  a  scarci'y,  the  recollec- 
rank  amongst  nations  to  which  she  IS  entitled.  j  lion  of  which    still   grieves   my  sou!.  Providence, 

The  declaration  which  has  announced  to  the  |  tiiis  year,  prodigal  in  his  bounties,  has  covered  our 
world  the  principles  on  which  the  union  of  the  five!  fields  with  abundant  harvests— the  sure  pledges  of 
powers  are  fouiided,  is  at  the  same  time  a  siffi-jthe  reanimation  of  commerce,  whose  operations 
cienl  proof  of  the  friendship  which  exists  amongst  I  cover  every  sea  with  oin-  ships  and  cause  the 
the  sovereigns.  This  salutary  union,  dictated  by  i  French  fl  ig  to  he  displayed  on  the  coasts  of  nations 
justice  and  c-msolidatcd  hy  morality  and  religion,  Uhe  most  remote. 

having  no  other  end  in  view  than  preventing  the!  Industry  and  the  arts,  extending  their  sway,  have 
flames  of  war.  by  the  maintenance  of  treaties  andj  added  to  the  blessings  of  geieral  peace. 
the  preservation  of  existing  rights,  permits  us  to  To  independence  of  couniry  and  to  public  seen. 
hfTl»e  for  the  coniinuaiice  of  the  blessings  of  a  long-  rity,  may  be  added  individual  liberty,  which  T-'iance 
peac  ',  >vl)ici  such  an  alliance  is  so  emineu'.ly  calcu-  [  never  before  enjoyed  so  complete  and  entire.  Let 
iated  to  jM-eseive  in  Europe.  '  i  us,    therefore,  uniie  in    our  sentiments  and  in  our 

I  have  waited  in  sdence  for  this  happy  epoch,  in  i  acknowledgements  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  that 
order  to  celebrate  t!ie  national  solemnity  wherein;  these  benefits  may  be  rendered  durable.  Lei  us 
religion  couF^crates  the  intimate  union  of  people ;  pertbrin  our  parts  for  the  perpinua'ion  of  thess 
nnd  king.  When  receiving  the  oyal  unction,  in  i  blessings,  by  banishing  all  recollections  which 
the  midst  of  you,  I  will  cail  God  to  witness— <iod  |  might  tend  to  awaken  anim)silies— let  us  stiHie  all 
by  whom  kings  reign— the  God  of  Clovis,  of  Char- 1  reseoiments— let  Frenchmen  be  well  convinced 
lemagne,  of  St.  Louis;  I  will  renew  on  liie  altar  the  \  that  political  and  individual  liberty  are  insepara- 
oath  to  support  those  instituiinns,  fbuRded  on  that}  hie  from  order,  and  that  they  repose  on  the  throne 
charier,  which  I  cherish  still  oioie  dourly  since  it  Us  tlieir  only  palladium.  My  duty  is  '" /^ *;..'!,, 
has  served,  as  a  rallying  point,  to  consolidate  the  •  them  against  their  common  enemies— 1  ^vlll  talm 
unanimous  sentiments  or  Frenchmen.  In  the  laws  '  this  duty,  and  I  will  find  in  you,  gentlemen,  that 
that  will  be  presented  to  yon,  1  will  take  rare  that  j  aid  which  I  shall  nesk-r  call  fn-  in  v;iii.." 
their  .'spirit  shall  be  such  "as  to  ad;l  to  the  security  I  His  uiajestv  had  scarcely  Hiushed  his  speech, 
of  the  public  rights  of  Frei.climen,  and  preserve  to{  when  cries  of  vive  le  roi  propeeded  I'rom  all  parts 
the  monarchy  that  strength,   so   essenUal  for  tiiej  of  tlic  h^ll. 


NILES'  REGISTER— SUP.  TO  VOL.  XV— VIRGINIA  UNIVERSITY. 


79 


The  cliaucelloi-  having  received  the  order  of  the 
kxuff,  announced  that  his  majesty  would  receive 
the  oilh  (jf  the  newly  elected  deputies.  He  thea 
read  the  formula  of  the  oath,  which  is  conceived  in 
the  follovvinfj  terms.*— "I  swear  to  be  faithful  to 
the  king-,  to  ohey  t!ie  constitutional  charter  and  to 
conduct  myself  in  all  respects  as  beconiing  a  good 
and  loyal  deputy." 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  the  interior  then 
called  over  the  names  of  the  deputies  composing 
the  new  series,  when  each  rose  in  his  plrce  unco- 
vered, and  pronounced  these  words,"!  swear  it." 

Af^cr  the  o.itii  had  been  administered,  the  cha.i 
cellor  declired,  in  the  name  ot    the  king,  that  the 
session  of  ISld  was  opened. 

His  majesty  then  descended  from  his  throne  and 
quitted  the  hall  amidst  unanimous  acclamations. 

lleport  on  the  University. 

The  follow  nit,'  papers  were  addressed  to  both 
branches  of  tiie  Virginia  legislature.  We  need 
scarcely  say  with  how  much  delight  we  give  place 
in  our  columns  to  ihe  report  which  they  embrace. 
The  press  discliarges  its  highest  office,  and  proves 
itself  a  benefactor  \o  mankind,  when  it  becomes  die 
means  of  circulating  suc/i  essays  on  such  subjects 
We  t:ike  a  son  of  national  pride  in  seeing  such  pa- 
pers— from  an  American  pen.  It  would  do  honor 
to  any  age  and  any  nation.— It  is,  we  believe,  with  a 
fesv  variations,  from  the  ever  luminous  pen  of  Tho- 
mas Jefferson.  Enqiurer 

MojfTicELLO,  Nov.  20,  1818. 
SIR— The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act 
of  the  last  general  assembly  for  appropriating  a 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  and  for 
other  purposes,  met,  according  to  law,  at  Ruckfish 
r.ip,  on  the  Istof  An!,Mist  last,  and  having  continued 
their  session  by  aiijuui'iiments  until  the  4th  day  of 
thit  month,  agreed  to  a  report,  which,  being  signed 
in  duplicates,  individually  and  unanimously,  by  all 
the  members  who  attended,  they  instructed  me  to 
transmit,  to  bolii  houses  of  the  legislature.  In 
obedience  to  that  instruction,  I  now  inclose  one  ot 
the  said  original  reports,  with  a  copy  of  their  jour 
nal,  and  of  the  documents  exhibited  and  left  in  their 
possession. 

Some  of  the  outstanding  subscription  papers 
therein  mentioned,  h  ive  been  returned  with  addi- 
tional subscriptions  lo  the  amount  of  2650  dollars, 
and  a;i  additional  purcliase  has  been  made  of  48^' 
acres  of  land  adjoining  tiie  site  of  the  central  col 
lege,  necess.iry  lo  the  probable  extent  of  buildings, 
should  that  be  .adopted,  as  proposed  by  the  report, 
for  the  site  of  the  university;  which  circumstance 
having  taken  place  since  the  date  of  the  report,  1 
have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  mention  as  supplementary 
lo  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 

*l'his  oath  contains  ev^^ry  tiling  tha'  is  riecessur 
in  a  few  words.  How  unlike  the  long  and  blasphe- 
1710US  oath  adiTiinisiered  to  English  members  of 
p.irliament  in  the  19lli  century,  whicli,  amongst 
other  precious  matter,  implies  thvitkiug  James' son, 
born  upwards  of  130  years  since,  was  a  bastard,  and 
makes  ihe  juror  posiiively  declare,  "that  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  mass  is  d.tmnable*' — Nay,  the  "Bul- 
wark" f)!ks  pretend  to  know  what  is  going  on  in 
Heaven,  hs  a  borough  monger  cannot  sit  in  the  ho- 
norable Iiouse  till  he  swears  "that  the  Virgin  .Marv 
has  no  more  power  than  any  other  saint  or  angel." 
Translator. 


highest  respect  and  consideration,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Vir^iina. 

Proceedings  of  the  board. 
The  commissioners  for  the  "university  of  Vir- 
ginia" having  been  required  by  law  to  meet  at  the 
tavern  in  Rockfish  dp  on  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  the 
1st  day  of  August,  1818,  the  following  members 
attended,  viz:  Creed  Taylor,  Pe'cr  Rmdolpli,  Wil- 
liam Brockenbrough,  Archib^d  Rutherford,  Archi- 
bald Stuart,  J.'S.  Breckenridge,  Henry  E  Wa'kins, 
James  M  idison,  Armistead  T.  M-json,  Hugh  H.dmes, 
Philip  C.  Psndlelon,  Spencei  Roan. ,  John  M.  C. 
Taylor,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thom..s  Wilson,  Philip 
Slaughter,  Wm.  H.  Cabell,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Thorn  IS  Jpfferson,  Wm  A.  G  Dade,  and  William 
Jones,  and  their  appointmnts  being  duly  proven, 
they  formed  aboard  md  proceeied  to  (he  discharge 
of  the  duties  prescribed  to  them  by  the  act  of  the 
legislature,  entitled  "an  act  appropriating  a  part  of 
the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  board — and  Thomas  W.  Maury  ap- 
pointed secretary,  who  appeared  and  took  his  seat 
as  such. 

Tlie  board  proceeded  to  the  first  duty  enjoined 
on  them,  to  wit,  to  enquire-and  report  a  proper  site 
for  the  university;  whereupon  tjie  towns  of  Lexing- 
ton and  Staunton,  and  the  central  college,  were 
severally  proposed;  and  after  sometime  spent  in 
debate  thereon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rutherford,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  be  postponed 
for  th;^  pr^-sent. 

On  mo! ion  of  Mr.  Dade,  (who  stated  it  to  be  his 
object  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  board  on  the 
question,  whether  the  board  would  visit  the  several 
places  proposed  for  the  site  of  the  university,  at  the 
s  ime  moment  that  he  himself  was  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  such  resolution,)  that  when  this  board 
adjourns,  it  shall  be  to  Lexington,  in  the  county  of 
Rockbridge,  it  was  unanimously  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  a  select  committee  of 
six  members  be  appointed  by  ballot,  to  consider  anfl 
report  on  all  the  duties  assigned  to  this  board,  ex- 
cept that  relating  to  the  site  of  the  university;  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Madison,  Mi.  Roane,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Dade,  and  Mr. 
Breckenridge 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  Stuart,  that  when  the  board 
adjourns,  it  shall  be  to  the  town  of  Staunton,  in  the 
county  of  Augusta,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative^ 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  when  this  board  ad- 
journs, it  will  adjourn  till  9  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning. 

And  the  board  was  accordingly  adjourned  tili 
9  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

j\Ionday,  August  3, 1818. — The  board  having  meet 
according  to  adjournment — 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  resolved,  That  the 
board  will  now  proceed  to  declare  its  opinion  w  hich 
of  the  three  places  proposed,  to  wit,  Lexington^ 
Staunton  or  the  central  college,  is  most  convenient 
and  proper  for  *he  site  of  the  university  of  Virginia: 
And  on  a  call  of  the  votes  nominally,  Mr.  Breck- 
enridge, Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  C.  T„ylor 
voted'  for  Lexington;  .Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Wilson 
for  Siauntoii:  and  Mr.  Crt-ed  Taylor,  Mr.  Rmdolpb, 
Mr.  Brockenbrongh,  Mr.  Ru'herforr,  Mr.  W.<ikins, 
V(r.  Mjdison,  Mr.  ;vl  son,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Roane, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Slaughter,  Mr.  Cabell.  Mr.  Cbi^ 


so 
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borne,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Dade  and  Mr.  Jones  voted 
for  the  central  college. — So  it  Waa  resolved  that  the 
central  college  is  a  convenient  and  proper  place  tor 
the  si!e  of  the  university  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  this  dechration  of  the  opinion  ot 
the  bo.rd  oe  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  Saturday,  with  instructions  that  they  include  it 
with  the  other  matters  referred  to  them,  and  report 
thereon;  and  that  they  retire  forthwith  to  prepare 
and  makp  their  report. 

Wii  -reupon  the  committee  withdrew,  and  after 
some  ume  returned  to  tlveir  seats  and  delivered  in 
their  report;  which  liaving  been  considered,  and 
sundry  amendments  made  thereto,  was  upon  the 
question  put,  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  tlie 
board. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  prepare  without 
delay,  two  fiir  copies  of  the  said  rsport,  to  be  signed 


county  of  Albemarle.  E.ch  of  thesr'  w.is  unexcep" 
tionable  as  to  healthiness  and  fertility — It  wjs  the 
degree  of  centrality  to  the  whitepopulaiion  of  the 
slate  which  alone  then  constituted  the  inipoitant 
point  of  compari.sion  between  tliese  places;  an  I  the 
board,  after  full  enquiry  ;ind  impartial  anu  m 'ture 
consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  the  central  point' 
of  the  white  population  of  the  state  is  H'-arer  to  the 
Central  College  than  to  either  L  xmgtoii  or  Staun- 
ton, by  ^'reat  and  iiiportHnt'lifT',  rences,  and  :iU  other 
circumstances  of  tiie  place  in  general  being  favor- 
able to  it  as  a  position  for  an  university  they  do  re- 
port the  Central  College  in  Albemarle  to  be«i  con- 
venient .ind  proper  part  of  the  state  for  the  university 
of  Virginia. 

2  The  board  having  thus  agreed  on  a  proper 
site  for  the  university,  to  be  reported  to  the  legis- 
lature, proceeded  to  the  2d  of  tiic  duties  assigned 


•ach  by  every  member  present,  and  to  be  forwardr-d    to  them,  that  of  proposing  a  i  Ian  f-yr  its  buildings; 


by  the  president,  one  of  them  to  the  speaker  of  the 
senate,  and  the  other  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
delegates. 

And  the  board  adjourned  to-raorrow  morning 
9  o'clock 

Tuesday,  August  4,  1818 — The  board  meet  ac- 
cording to  adjournment. 


and  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  consist  of 
distinct  houses  or  pavilions,  arranged  at  proper 
dis'a'ices  on  e'^ch  side  of  al.-.wn  ofa  proper  br-adih 
and  of  indefinite  extent  in  one  direction  at  least, 
in  each  of  which  sl.ould  be  a  lecturing  room  with 
from  two  to  four  ap.irtments  f'^r  the  acconimoJa- 
t'on  ofa  professor  and  his  family:     Th.it  these  pa- 


Tlie  secretary,  according  to  order,  produced  two   vilions  should  be  united  by  a  range  of  dormi'-ories. 


stifficienl  each  for  the  accommodation  of  two  stu- 
dents only,  this  provision  being  deemed  advanta- 
geous to  morals,  to  order  and  to  uninterrupted 
studv;  and  tl^at  a  passage  of  some  ki^d,  under 
cover  from  the  weather,  should  give  a  communi- 
cation along  the  whole  range.  I"  is  suppised  that 
such  pavilions,  on  an  average  of  the  larger  wnd 
smaller,  will  'ost  each  about  $55000,  each  dormi- 
tory, about  §350,  and  hotels  <.f  a  single  room  for 
a  refectory,  and  two  rooms  for  the  tenants,  neces- 
sary for  dieting  the  students,  will  cost  abou  §3,500 
each.  The  number  of  tiiese  pavilions  will  dt-peiul 
on  the  number  of  professors;  and  that  of  the  dor- 
mitories and  hotels,  on  tlie  number  of  students  to 
REPORT.  I  be  lodged    and   dieted.     The  -.  dvaiitages  of  this 

The  commissioners  for  the  university  of  Virginia  i  plan  are,  greater  security  against  fire  and  infection, 
having  meet,  as  by  law  required,  at  the  tavern  in  j  tranquility  and  comfort  lo  the  professors,  and  tl.eir 
Kockhsli  Gap,  on  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  firft  day  of  I  families  ihus  insulated,  retirement  to  thf  s  iid^nts, 
August  of  this  present  year,  1818,  and  having  j  and  the  adndssion  of  enlargement  to  any  degree  l-j 
formed  a  board,  proceeded  on  that  day  to  the  dis- 1  which  the  institution  may  exend  in  future  times, 
charge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the  act  |It  is  supposed  probable  that  a  building  of  somc- 
of  the  legislature,  entitled  "an  act  appropriating  i  what  mo:e  size  in  the  middle  of  tlie  grounds  may 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  literary  fund,  and   for    be  CHlled  for   in  time,  in  which  tnay  be   rooms  for 


fair  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  amend 
ed  and  agreed  to  by  the  bo.rd,  which  were  then 
signed  by  the  attend-ng  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  seconded  by  Mr  Breck- 
enridge. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
board  be  given  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  for  the 
great  ability,  impartiality  and  dignity,  with  which 
he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations. 

The  question  being  then  put. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  is  now  dissolved. 
(Signed)  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Attest,  Th.  W.  Maurt,  sec'y. 


other  purposes,"  and  having  continued    tiieir  pro- 
ceedings by  adjournment  from  day  to  day,  to  Tues- 
day, the  4ih  day  of  August,  have  agreed  'o  a  report  jtions,  for  a  library,  for  the  sc! -ools  of  music,  draw 
on  the  several  matters  with  which  they  were  charged,  i  ing,  and  other  .associated  pui  poses 


religious  \'.orsliip  under  such  impartiul  regnlitions 
as  ilie  visiior>  shall  pri'scribe,  for  puMic  exmina- 


which  report  they  now  respectiully  adaress  and  sub- 
mit to  tlie  legislature  of  the  state. 

The  1st  duty  enjoined  on  them  was  to  enquire 
and  report  a  site  in  some  convenient  and  proper 
part  of  the  state  for  an  university  to  be  called  the 
"University  of  Virginia."     In  this  enquiry  they  sup- 


3.  4  In  proceeding  to  tlie  3  '  and  4th  duties  pre- 
scribeil  by  the  legislature,  of  reporting  "the  branch- 
es of  learning  which  should  be  taught  in  the  uni- 
versity, and  the  number  and  description  of  *he  pro- 
fessoi ships  they  will  r.qnire; — the  commissioners 
were  first  to  consider  at    what  point  it  was  under- 


posed  that  the  governing  considerations  should  be   derstood   ilat   university   education   should   com 
the  liealitiiness  of  the  site,  the  fertility  of  the  neigh- '  mence. — Certainly  not  with  the  alphabet,   for  rea^ 


boring  country,  and  its  centrality  to  tlie  white  popu 
lation  of  tiie  whole  state:  for  altiiough  the  act  an 
thorized  and  required  them  to  receive  any  voluntary 


sons  of  expediency  and  im' rar.iicabiiiy,  as  wellas 
from  the  obvinus  sense  of  thf  legisUure,  who, 
in  the  same  act,  make  other  provision  for  the  pri- 


contributions,  whether  conditional  or  ab.'olit^-,  which  n.ary  instruction  of  poorclildren,exp  cling,  doubt 
might  be  oflered  thiouga  them  to  the  president  and  le^3,  that,  in  other  c.  st-s,  it  wouli.  b^  provi  '.ed  by 
directors  of  tlie  literary  fund,  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  i  the  parent,  or  become  perh  p  a  suiject  of  future 
university,  yet  they  did  not  consider  tills  as  estab- j  a  d  further  alteniion  for  the  legislature.  The  ob- 
lishing  an  auction,  or  as  pledging  the  locition  to  thejjects  of  tliis  primary  educa'ion  detfrnine  its  cha- 
highest  bidder.  jracterand  limi.s.     These  objec  s  would  be: 

Three  places  were  proposed,  to  wit.— Lexington,  To  give  every  citizen    he  in'.rmation  he  needs  for 
in    the   county    of   Rockbridge,    Siauiiton,    in    the        the  transaction  of  his  own  business, 
opunty  of  Augusta,  and  the  Central  College  in  the  ,To  enable  bim  to  calculate  for  himself,  and  and  to 
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express  and  preserve  his  ideas,  his  contracts,  and 
accounts  in  writing: 
To  improve,  by  rei^ding^,  his  morals  and  faculties; 
To   understand  his   duties  to   his   neighbors  and 
country,  and  to  discharge  with  competence  the 
functions  coniided  to  him  by  either; 
To  know  his  rights;   to   exercise  with  order  and 
justice  those  he  retains;  to  choose  with  discre- 
tion tae   riducia.ies  of  those  he    delegates;   and 
to  notice  their  conduct  with  diligence,  with  can- 
<lor  and  judgment; 
And,  in  general,  to  observe  with  intelligence  and 
faiilifulness  all  the  social  relations  under  which 
he  shall  be  placed. 

To   instruct  the  mass  of  our  citizens  in  these 
their  rights,  interests  and  duties,  as  men  and  citi 
sens,   being  then   the  objects  of  education  in  the 
priiHary  schools,  whether  private  or  public,  in  tl)em 
should  be  taught  reading,   writing  and   numerical 
arithmetic,  the  elements  of  mensuration  (useful  in  so 
many  calling,)  and  the  outlines   of  geography  and 
history.     Ami  this  brings  us  to  tlie  point  at  which 
we  are  to  commence  the  higher  branches  of  educa 
tion,  of  which   the  legislature  requires  the   deve- 
lopement:— those,  for  example,  which  are 
To  form  the  statesmen,  legislators  and  judges,  on 
whom  public  prosperity,  and  individual  happiness 
are  so  mucli  to  depend; 
To  expound  the  prmciples  and  structure  of  govern- 
ment,  the   laws   which  regulUe  the  ii.tercourse 
of  nations,  those  formed  numicipally  for  ourowh 
government,   and   a  sound  spirit  of  legislation, 
which,  banishing  all  the  arbitrary  and  unneces- 
sary restraints  on  individual  action,  shall   leaVe 
us  free  to  do  whatever  does  not  violate  the  equal 
rights  of  another; 
To   harmoniz'-    and  promote  the  interests  of  agri 
culture,  manufactures,   anf'   commerce,  and  by 
wtll  informed  views  of  political  economj,  to  give 
a  tree  scope  to  ih"  public  indusity; 
To  develope  the  reasoning  faculties  of  our  youth, 
enlnrge  ihrir  minds,  cultivate  their  monds,  and 
instil  into  them  the  precepts  of  virtue  and  order; 
To  enlighten  them  with  mathematical  and  physical 
sciences,  which  advance  the  arts,  and   adminis- 
ter to  the  liea'tl),  the  subsistence,  and  comforts 
of  human  life; 
And,  generiilly,  to  form  them  to  habits  of  reflection, 
and  correct  action,  rendering  them  examples  of 
virtue  to  others,  and  of  happiness  within  them- 
selves. 

These  are  the  objects  of  that  higher  grade  of 
education,  the  benelits  and  blessings  of  which  the 
legislature  now  propo.se  to  provide  for  the  good  and 
ornament  of  their  country,  tiie  gratification  and  hap- 
ppiriess  of  their  fellow  citizt-n^,  of  ilie  parent  espe- 
cially, and  his  progeny,  o.i  which  all  his  affections 
•are  concentrated. 

In  entering  on  this  field,  the  commissioners  are 
aware  tliat  tiieyhave  to  encounter  much  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  extent  v;l)ich  it  is  expedient 
that  liiis  institution  should  occupy.  Some  good 
men,  and  even  of  rcspectahle  information,  consider 
the  learned  sciences  as  useless  acquirements— Some 
think  that  they  do  not  better  the  condition  of  man; 
and  others  thai  education,  like  private  and  indivi- 
dual concerns,  should  be  left  to  private  and  indivi- 
dual efiort;  not  reflecting  that  an  estiiblishrrent, 
embracing  all  the  sciences  which  may  he  useful  or 
even  necessary  in  the  various  vocations  of  life, 
with  tiie  bull  dings  and  apparatus  belonging  lo  each, 
ere  far  beyond  the  reach  of  individual  means;  and 
must  either  derive  existence  from  pu!]!ic  patronag-", 
Srrr,  TO  Vor,.  XV,-  '  £, 


or  not  exist  at  all.  This  would  leave  as  ihen  without 
those  callings  which  depend  on  education,  or  send 
us  to  other  countries  to  seek  the  instruction  they 
rieqtiire.     But  ihe  commissioners  are  happy  in  con- 
sidering the  statute  under  which  they  are  assem- 
bled us  proof,  that  the  legislature  is  far  from  the 
abandonment  of  objects  so  interesting.     They  are 
sensible  that  the  advantages  of  well  directed  edu- 
cation,  moral,  political  and  economical,  are  truly 
above  all  estimate. — Education  generates  habits  of 
application  of  order,  and  the   love   of  virtue;  and 
con.rols,  by  the  force  of  habit,  any  innate  obliqui- 
ties in  our  moral  organization.     We  sliould  be  far 
too  from  the  discouraging  persuation,  that  man  ia 
fixed,  by  the  law  of  his  nature,  at  a  given  point', 
that  his  improvement  is  a  chimera,  and  the  hope 
delusive  of  rendering  ourselves  wiser,  happi.  r,  oi' 
better  than  our  fbrefathers   were.     As  well  miglit 
it  be  urged  liiat  the  wild  and   u  ci;luvated   treCj 
liitherto  yieldiHg  sour  an  i   bitter  fuitonly,  can 
never  be  made  to  yield  better.     Yet  we  know  that 
the  grafting  art,  implants  a  new  tree  on  the  savag6 
Slock,  producing  what  is  more  estimable  both  m 
kind  and  degree.     Education,  in  like   manner,  en- 
grafts a  new  man  on  the  native  stock,  atid  improves 
what    in    his   nature    was    vicious   and    perverse, 
into  qualities  of  virtue  and  social  woi-th.     And  it 
cannot  be  bat  tiiat  eacii  generation,  succeeding  to 
the  knowledge  acquired  by  all  those  who  preced- 
es! it,  adding  to  it  their  own  acquisitions  and  dis- 
coveries, and  handing  the  maps  down  for  succes- 
sive  and  constant  accumulation,  must  advance  the 
knowledge   and    well-being   of  mankind    no^    »Vi. 
finitely,    as    some    have     said,     but    inclnfi' itiveltfi 
and  to  a  term  which  no  one  can  fix  or  foresee.    In- 
deed, we  need  look  back  only  half  a  century,  to 
times  which  many  now  living  remember  well,  and 
see  the  wonderiiil   advances  in  the    sciences   and 
arts  which  have  been  made  within  that  period. — 
Some  of  these  have  rendered  the  elements  them- 
selves subservient  to  the  purposes  of  man,  liave 
harnessed  tl.em   to  tlie  yoke  of  his  labors,  and  cf- 
fected  the  great  blessings  of  moderating  bis  own, 
of  accomplishing  what  was  beyond  hla  feebie  force, 
and  of  extending  the  cohifor's  of  life  to  a  much 
enlarged  circle,  to  tho-;e  who  had  before  known  its 
necessaries    only.     That    these   are  not   the   vain 
dreams  of  sanguine  hope,  we  have  before  our  eyes 
real  and  living   examples      What,   but  education^ 
has  advanced  us  bejond  the  condition  of  our  indi- 
genous neijrhbor«?     .\nd  what  chains  thetn  to  theii* 
present  state  of  barbaiism  and   wretrhedness,  but 
a  bigotted  veneration  for  the  supposed  suijerhiiive 
wisdom  of  their  fathers,  and  the  prepis  erous  idea 
that  they  are  to  look  backvVard  for  better  things, 
and  not  forward,  loKgr.^g,  as  it  shotjid  seem,  to  Re- 
turn to  the  days  of  eating  acorns  and  r  ots,  father 
than  indulge  in  the  degeneracies  of  civilizfttion:  and 
how  mucii  ir.ore  encom  agiiit,'-  to  tlie  achievements 
of  science  and  improver,  ent  is  this,  thun  thie  dis- 
ponding  view  that  the  condition  of  nmn  can-iot  bt 
ameliorated,  tliat  what  haS  been  ninst  cVef  be,  and 
that  to  secure  ourselves  where  we  are,  we  must 
iread  with  hwful  rever'^nce  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
fathers.     Tiiis  doctrine  is  the  iTntihic  f  uit  of  the! 
alliance  between  cluu'fili  and  state,   tlie  terianis  of 
which,  finxlihf^    themseives    b'Jt   too   well   in  their' 
present  condition,   oppose   all    advantages  which 
m  ghi  unmask  their   u'jurpatio;is    and  monopolies 
oi'honors,  wial.h  and  p'uver,  and  fe:-.!- every  citange 
as    eiidp.ngi.ring    the  comforts  they    now    hoid.--'. 
Nor  muf5t  we  omit  to  mention,  aniong  the  benefits! 
of  edifcat'T!,  '.h.?inc2lc! liable  sdv.:int:ig<=  of  traifvinit 
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up  ;-.bie  coaiis'iio  s,  to  a  Iministcr  tlie  .ifi'airs  of  o>ir 
country,  in  all  iis  deijartmeii-.s,  lejjis  alive,  extcu 
live  Hiui  judiCi:;ry,  and  to  btai-  ih^ii"  pi-op'.  r  share 
in  the  councils  ot  otir  national  govenunent;  notliing-. 
more  than  p;lticaiion,  acU.nciiij^'  the  jii^.stjenty,  the 
the  po.ver  a  .d  k/re  happiness  ofa  nation. 

lliicourHged,  iherr-j;.,  c,  by  the  senllinents  of  the 
Iegi..lature',  manitesled  in  tliis  slitiitc,  we  present 
the  following  talnilai-  statement  of  the  branches  of 
learnin.n  nlucli  we  I'link  !*hoald  be  lauj^ht  in  the 
unsvtrajiy,  ibriiiing  tliem  into  groupes,  eacli  ot 
which  ai-e  within  the  powers  of  a  siufcle  professor. 

■)  Latin. 
1.  Langtiag-cs,  Ancient,  s Greek-. 

jHtOrew. 
■~j  French, 
I  Spanish, 
"2.  languagea.  Modern.  )-l  a:iun. 

I  G  riiian. 
J  Anglo  Sason, 
~^  Alt^ebra. 
I  Fluxions. 
,    XT  .V        .•        Ti         I  Geometry  elementary. 
3.  Mathematics,  Pure.  j>        ,.         transcendental. 

I  Architecture  miliiary. 
J  "  naval. 

*^  Mechanics. 

Statics. 

l)j  iiatics. 

l-.Pliys SCO  Mathematics  y  ^ 


5. 

6. 

7. 


10. 


coustics. 
Optics. 
Astronomy. 
Geogiviphy. 
■^  Physics,  or  natural  philo- 
I  sophy. 

(Chemistry. 
J  Mineralogy. 
^  Botany. 
5  Zoology. 
i  Atiuto  i>y. 
^  Medicine. 
"^  Government. 
}  Pulilical  economy. 
I  Law  of  nature  and  nations 
.'History    (being  interwo- 
!      vcn    with   poiilicii  and 
J       law. 

I..aw  municipal. 
^  Ideology. 
I  (ieneraal  Grammar. 
^Kthics. 


I  Rhetoric.  [arts. 

J  Belles  Ir^ttres  and  the  fine 

Some  of  the  terms  used  in  this  table  being  sub 
ject  'o  a  difference  of  acceptation,  it  is  proper  to 
define  the  meaning'  and  comprehension  intended  to 
be  given  iheni  liere. 

Georrietry  elementary,  is  that  of  straight  lines  and 
of  'lie  circle. 

Geometry   trans'-endental,  is   that  of  all  other 
CKi-ves;  ii  i.cUides,  (if  course. 

Projectiles,  a  leadinj;  branch  of  the  military  art. 

Miiitary  architecture  includes  fortification,  ano- 
ther ji  aach  ot  that  art. 

Statics  respsc'  matter  generally,   in  a  state  oi 
res',  an'l  includes 

Hydrostatics,  or  the  laws  of  fluids  particularly, 
,it  res.  or  i'l  equilibrio. 

Dynamics,  used  as  a  general  term,  incltide 

Dyiamics,  proper,  or  the   laws  of  solids  in  mo- 
tio  .;  ai^d 

•iydrodynamics,  or  hydraulics,  those  of  Jluids  in 
niotion. 


Pnciima.ics  tear.h  the  theory  of  ai',  its   weigh', 
inotijn,  condi'isa  ion,  rarefaciinn,  £cc. 

.V  •ousiio'i,  or  p';oni(■.^,  the  theory  of  sound. 

(.)ptics,  the  laws  of'li.niit  atid  visi-jn. 

P  ys:cs,  or  ph\si!dogy,  in  a  general  scnsr,  mean 
the  jjoctrine  of  the  p.iy^ical  obj'rc's  if  our  stnses. 

Chemistry  is  meant, v- ith  its  other  usual  branches, 
'o  corr.preltend  the  theory  of  figriculture. 

M'nfralo;:y,  in  addition   to  its  peculiar  stibjec's. 
!m  here  understood  to  embrace  what  is  real  in  gej- 

logy. 

Ideology  is  'he  doctrine  of  th.otight. 

General  grammar  explains   the  construction  of 
languMge. 

Some  articles  in  this  distribution  of  sciences  will 
need  observation. 

A  professor  is  proposed  for  ancient  languages, 
the  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew  particularly.  But 
these  languages  being  the  foundation  common  to 
all  the  sciences,  it  is  difncult  to  foresee  what  may 
be  the  extent  of  this  school.  At  the  same  time,  no 
greater  obstruction  to  industrious  sluuy  could  bi: 
proposed,  than  the  presence,  the  intrusions  anl 
(lip  noisy  turbulence  of  a  multitude  of  sm;dl  boys; 
and  if  they  are  to  be  placed  here  i'nr  the  rudiments 
of  the  languages,  tliey  ma}'  be  so  nuirerous  th..t  \h 
character  and  value,  as  an  university,  will  be  merged 
in  those  of  a  grammar  scliool.  It  is,  therefore, 
greatly  to  be  wished,  that  preliminary  schools, 
either  on  private  or  public  establishments,  could 
b'i  distributed  in  districts  thro'  tiie  stale,  as  pre- 
paratory  to  the  entrance  of  students  into  the  uni- 
versity.— The  tender  age  at  which  thispirt  of  edu- 
cat  inn  commenceF,  generally  about  the  tenth  jear, 
would  weigh  heavily  with  parents  in  sending  their 
sons  to  a  school  so  distant  as  the  central  establish- 
ment would  be  from  most  of  them.  Districts  of 
such  extent  as  that  every  parent  should  be  witliin 
a  day's  journey  of  his  son  at  sehool,  would  be  desir- 
able in  c  ises  of  sickness,  and  convenient  for  sup- 
plying their  ordinary  wants,  and  might  be  made  to 
lessen  sensibly  the  expense  of  tliis  part  of  their 
education.  And  v.'here  a  sparse  population  would 
not,  within  such  a  compass,  furnish  subjects  siifn- 
cient  to  maintain  asciiool,  a  competent  enlargement 
of  district  mu.st,  of  necessity,  there  be  submitted 
to.  At  these  district  scb.ools  or  colleges,  boys 
should  be  rendered  able  to  read  the  easier  author<i, 
Latin  and  Greek.  Tliis  would  be  useful  and  sufii- 
cient  for  many  not  intended  for  an  university  educa- 
tion. A.t  these  too  might  be  taught  English  gram- 
m  ir,  the  higher  branches  oi"  numerical  arithmetic, 
the  geometry  of  straight  lines  and  of  the  circle,  the 
fk-nients  of  navigation  and  geography  to  a  sufficient 
degree,  and  thus  afford  to  greater  numbers  the 
means  of  being  qualified  for  the  various  vocations 
of  life,  needing  more  instruction  than  merely  menial 
or  praedial  labor,  and  the  same  adv-intages  to  youths 
whose  'education  may  have  been  neglected  until  too 
Ute  to  lay  a  foundation  in  the  learned  languages. 
These  institutions,  intermediate  between  the  pri- 
mary  schools  and  university,  might  then  be  th« 
passage  of  entrince  for  youths  into  tlie  university, 
where  their  classical  learning  might  be  critically 
completed,  by  a  study  of  the  aiitliors  of  highest 
legree;  and  it  is  at  th'is  stage  onlj'  that  they  should 
be feceived  at  the  university.  Giving  then  a  portion 
of  their  time  to  a  finished  knowledge  of  the  L  tin 
and  Greek,  the  rest  might  be  appropriated  to  the 
modern  languages,  or  to  the  commencement  of  the 
course  of  science  for  which  they  should  be  destined. 
'1  .lis  would  generally  be  about  the  15lh  year  of  their 
age,  when  they  might  go  with  more  safely  and  con- 
tentment to  that  distance  from  their  parents  Until 
this  preparatory  provision  shall  be  made,  either  the 
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university  will  be  (iverwhelme.l  with  the  f^ramman 
school,  01-  a  sepirate  establishmeni,  under  one  or 
more  ushers,  for  its  lowor  classes,  will  be  H(Uis..ble, 
at  a  mile  or  two  distant  from  the  ireneral  one,  wli  -if 
loo  may  be  exercised  tlie  stricter  governinen'  neces- 
sary for  young  boys,  but  unsuitable  for  youths  ar- 
rived at  ye;irs  of  discretion. 

The  considerations  which  have  governed  the 
specification  of  lani;uacces  to  be  tau.c;ht  by  the  pro- 
fessor  of  modern  linj.'Uages  were,  that  th?  Fn-ncli 
is  the  language  of  general  intercourse  ..mong  na- 
tions, and  as  a  depository  of  iiuman  science,  is  un- 
surpassed by  any  otiier  language,  living  or  dead: 
tiiat  the  Spanish  is  highly  interesting  to  us,  as  tiie 
languftge  spoken  by  so  great  a  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  our  continents,  with  whon  we  shall 
probably  have  great  intercourse  ere  long,  and  is 
that  also  in  which  is  written  the  greater  part  of  tlip  | 
earlier  iiistory  of  America:  the  Italian  abounds  willi 
works  of  very  superior  order,  valuable  for  their 
matter,  and  still  more  distinguished  as  models  of 
the  finest  taste  in  style  :ind  composition;  and  tiiC 
German  now  stands  in  a  line  wi'di  that  of  the  most 
learned  nations  in  richness  of  erudition  anl  advance 
in  'die  sciences.  It  is  too  of  common  descent  wiili 
the  hnguage  of  our  own  country,  a  branch  of  the 
Sjme  original  Gothic  stock,  and  furnishes  valuabie 
illustra'ions  for  us.  But  in  this  point  of  view,  the 
Aug!  i  Saxon  is  of  peculiar  value.  We  have  placed 
st  among  the  modern  1  mguages,  bee  use  it  is  in 
fact  that  whicli  we  speak,  in  the  earliest  form  in 
which  we  have  knowledge  of  it.  It  has  been  un 
dergoing,  with  time,  those  gradual  changes  which 
all  l.uigu  *ges,  ancient  and  modem,  have  exiierienced; 
and  even  now  needsonly  o  be  printed  in  the  moiiein 
character  and  orthography  to  be  intelligible,  in  n 
considerable  degree,  to  an  English  reader.  It  h's 
this  V  due,  too,  above  the  Greek  and  Latin,  that, 
while  it  gives  the  radix  of  tiie  mass  of  our  language, 
they  exjilain  its  innovations  only.  Obvious  proofs 
of  this  have  been  presented  to  the  modern  reader 
in  ih;  disquisitions  of  Horn  Tooke,  and  Fortescue 
Aland  has  well  explnined  the  great  instructi<»n 
which  may  be  derived  from  it  towards  a  fidl  un  ier- 
statiding  of  our  ancient  common  law,  on  which,  as 
a  stock,  our  whole  system  of  law  is  engrafted  It 
will  form  the  first  link  in  the  chain  ot'^an  hisorical 
review  of  our  language,  thro'  all  its  successive 
changes  to  the  present  day;  will  constitute  the 
foundatiou  of  that  critical  instruction  in  it  whic!) 
ought  to  be  found  in  a  seminary  of  gener:d  learning, 
and  thus  reward  amply  the  few  weeks  of  att*^nlinii, 
which  would  alone  be  requisite  for  its  attainment; 
a  language  alre.ady  fraught  with  all  the  eminent 
science  of  our  parent  country,  the  future  veiiicle  of 
whatever  we  may  ourselves  achieve,  and  destineti 
to  occupy  so  much  space  on  the  globe,  claims  dis- 
tinguished atttntion  in  American  education. 

Medicine,  where  fully  taught,  is  usually  subdivid- 
ed into  several  professorships,  but  this  cannot  weli 
be  without  the  accessory  of  an  iiospit.d,  where  tiie 
student  can  have  the  benefit  of  attending  clinical 
lectures,  and  of  assisting  at  operations  of  surgery. 
With  this  accessory,  the  seat  oi"  our  university  is 
Hot  yet  prepared,  either  by  its  population,  or  by  the 
nuiiibLTs  of  |)oor  who  would  leave  their  own  houses, 
and  accept  of  the  charities  of  an  hospital.  For  tiie 
present,  theiefore,  we  propose  hut  a  single  profes^of 
for  both  medicine  and  anatomy.  By  him  the  ele 
iiienls  of  me.iical  science  may  be  taught,  with  a  his 
tory  aud  e.xplanations  of  all  its  successive  theories, 
from  Hippocrates  to  the  present  day:  and  anatomy 
may  be  fully  treated.  "N'egetdile  pharmacy  will 
make  a  p^rl  of  the  botanical  course,  and  iniueral 


and  chemic;d  phu-macy  of  those  of  Tnirieralog\  sntl 
cl)  tiiistry.  This  degive  of  medical  iiii'oni.u'.ion  is 
sticfi  as  the  mass  of  scientific  students  would  wish 
to  possess,  ii.s  enabling  them,  m  their  cource  (hrougli 
life,  to  estimate  with  sal  is!'"Ct  ion  the  ex'ent  fcnd 
hmits  of  the  aid  to  hnni  m  life  anii  health,  which 
'hey  may  understnndingly  expect  from  that  art:  iind 
it  constitutes  such  a  foundation  for  those  intended 
for  the  profession,  that  the  finishing  course  of  pr.'ic- 
tice  at  the  bedsides  of  the  sick,  and  at  tlie  opera- 
tions of  stirjrery  in  a  hospital,  can  ueiiher  be  long 
nor  expensive.  To  se<  k  this  fi.iu^hi.ig  eLev.diere, 
must  t!ierefiji-e  be  submitted  to  fur  a  w  liilf. 

It)  conformity  with  th''  principles  of 'jur  constitu- 
tion, which  pi  ices  all  sects  of  religion  on  an  equal 
footing,  with  the  jedousies  of  the  dilTrrent  sects  in 
gii  n'ding  that  equality  from  encroachnien!  ann  sur- 
prise, and  Vv'ith  tlie  sentiments  of  the  Ivgislattire  in 
favor  of  freedom  of  religioti,  manifested  on  f-rniei- 
occasions,  we  have  proposed  no  professor  of  divi- 
nit}-;  and  the  rather  as  tlie  proofs  of  the  being  of  a 
God,  the  creator,  preserver,  and  siiprcine  ruler  of 
(he  universe,  the  author  of  all  tlie  reliiions  of 
inorUity,  atidof  the  laws  and  obligations  these  Inffci, 
will  be  within  the  province  of  the  piaifessor  of  e'hic-; 
to  which  adding  the  developements  of  tiiese  moral 
obligations,  of  those  in  which  all  sects  agiee,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  languages,  lltbrew,  Gr  "di  and 
Litin,  a  basis  will  be  formed  common  to  fdl  sects. 
Proceeding  thus  far  witliout  oflLMice  to  the  codstitu- 
tion,  we  have  thought  it  projjer  at  this  point,  to 
leave  every  sect  to  provide  as  they  think  fittest,  the 
means  of  i'urlher  instruction  in  their  own  peculiar 
i^enets. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  after  declaring 
b)'  law  that,  certain  sciences  shall  be  taught  in  the 
university,  fixing  the  number  of  profes.soi'S  they  re- 
quire, which  we  think  should,  at  present,  be  ten, 
limiting  (^except  as  to  the  professors  v.ho  shall  be 
first  engaged  in  each  br.uich)  a  inaxiir.iim  for  tlieir 
salanc-  (which  should  be  a  certain,  hut  moderate 
subsisteiiC",  to  be  made  up  by  liberal  tuition  fees, 
as  an  excitement  to  assiduity)  it  will  be  best  'o  len.v.i 
to  the  discretion  of  the  visitors  the  f;ro'.iping  of 
these  sciences  together,  arcoulingio  the  accideniai 
qti  ilific  (tions  of  the  professors;  .md  the  iritroditc- 
lion  ,dso  of  other  branches  of  science,  whf-n  enabled 
by  private  donations,  or  by  public  ])i(n'ision,  u\\il 
called  for  by  the  increase  of  population,  or  other 
chiiige  of  circtimstances;  to  establish  b^'ginningf!  in 
shf-ri,  to  be  developed  by  titne,  as  ihesp  who  C'nie 
after  us  shall  hud  <xppilient.  'I'hey  will  he  nvn-e 
aiivanced  than  we  are  in  science  and  in  ii.s;'f«i  arts, 
and  will  know  best  v.'hat  will  suit  the  riicii'iist.Mices 
of  their  day. 

W^'  have  proposed  tio  formal  provision  '"oi-  the 
gymnastics  of  the  scho-)l,  aMiougli  a  proper  ohirct 
of  attention  for  every  institution  of  youth.  .1  lusc 
exercises  with  ancieiU  nations,  constituted  the  prin- 
cipal jiart  of  the  educttuin  of  their  youtli. — T'heir 
arms  and  mode  of  warfare  rendered  them  severe  in 
he  extreme;  otirs,  on  the  same  correct  principle, 
siiould  be  adapted  to  our  arms  and  Warf  re;  and 
the  manual  exercise,  military  uiar.aiivres,  and 
tactics  generally,  should  be  the  frequent  ex'-rcises 
of  the  students,  in  their  hours  of  recreation.  It  is 
at  that  age  of  aptness,  docility  and  emulation  of  tlie 
practices  of  manhood,  that  such  things  are  soonest 
learnt,  aud  lc>nger.t  rerm^mbned.  'I'he  use  of  tir)is 
too  in  the  manual  arts  i.^  worthy  of  enconragenifin, 
by  facilitating  to  such  as  choose  it  ati  admission 
into  tlie  neighboring  workshops.  To  these  shfjuid 
be  a-ided  the  arts  which  emoLdlish  life,  dancing, 
music,  and  drawing;  the  last  more  es[.eciaUy,  as  an 
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imp'>rtani  pirt  oK  military  education.  Tliese  in 
noc'-nt  arts  furnish  amusement  and  happiness  to 
those  who,  having  time  on  their  hands,  might  less 
inoifensively  employ  it.  Needing,  at  the  same  time, 
no  regulir  incovporaMon  wit;J  the  institution,  they 
miv  be  lefi  to  iccesson  teachers,  who  will  be  paid 
by  'he  individuals  employing  them,  the  university 
only  providing  proper  apartments  for  their  exercise. 

The  5Ui  duly  prescribed  to  the  commissioners  is 
to  propose  such  gener.il  provisions  as  may  be  pro- 
p?vly  enacted  by  the  legislature,  for  the  better  or- 
g'.n  z  .t^  .ind  governing  the  university. 

In  tlie  education  of  yoiUb,  provision  is  to  be  made 
for,  1,  tuition,  2,  diet,  3,  lodging,  4,  government 
and  5,  honorary  exciiements.  The  1st  of  thece  con- 
stitutes the  proper  functions  of  the  professors:  2, 
the  dieting  of  the  students  should  be  left  to  private 
boarding  houses  of  tlieir  own  choice,  and  at  their 
own  expense,  to  be  regulated  by  the  visitors  from 
tim  .  t)  time,  tiie  house  only  being  provided  by  the 
universirv  within  its  own  precincts,  and  thereby  of 
course  subjected  to  the  general  regimen,  moral  or 
sumptuirv,  which  they  sliall  prescribe:  3,  they 
should  be  lo.iged  in  dormitories,  making  a  part  of 
the  general  system  of  buildings:  4,  the  best  mode 
of  government  for  youth,  in  large  collections,  is 
certainly  a  desideratum  not  yet  attained  with  us. 
It  may  will  be  questioned  whether  fear,  after  a  cer- 
tain age,  is  the  motive  to  which  we  should  have 
ordin.irv  recours'?.  The  Imman  character  is  suscepti- 
ble of  other  incitements  to  correct  conduct,  more 
worthy  o!"  employ,  and  of  better  effect.  Pride  of 
character,  laudable  ambition,  and  moral  dispositions 
»rp  innaVc  con-ectives  of  the  iwrliscretions  of  that 
lively  age;  and  when  strengthened  bv  liabitu'^l  ap- 
peal and  exercise,  have  a  happier  et^'i-ct  on  future 
cliaracler  than  the  degrading  motive  of  fear. — 
Hardening  them  to  disgrace,  to  corporal  punish- 
mt-nts,  and  servile  humiliations,  cannot  be  the  best 
process  for  producing  erect  character.  The  affec- 
tionate deportment  between  father  and  son  offers 
in  truili  thi  best  example  for  that  of  tutor  and  pupil; 
aivl  the  experience  and  practice  of*  other  countries, 
in  this  respect,  may  be  worthy  of  enquiry  and  con. 
sideration  with  us.  t  will  be  then  for  the  wisdom 
and  discretion  of  the  visitors  to  devise  and  perfect 
3  proper  system  of  government,  which,  if  it  be  found- 
ed in  reason  and  comity,  will  be  more  likely  to 
nourish,  in  the  m'uds  of  our  youth,  the  combined 
spirit,  of  order  and  self  respect,  so  congenial  with 
our  political  institutions,  and  so  important  to  be 
woven  into  the  American  character:  5,  what  quali- 
licaiions  shall  be  required  to  entitle  to  entrance  into 
the  university,  the  arrangement  of  the  days  and 
hours  of  lecturing  for  the  different  schools,  so  as  to 
f.icilitate  to  the  students  the  circle  of  attendance 
on  them;  the  establishment  of  periodical  and  public 
examinations,  the  premiums  to  be  given  for  distin- 
guished merit:  whether  honorary  degrees  sliall  be 
conferred,  and  by  what  appellations;  wliether  the 
title  10  these  shall  depend  on  tlie  time  the  candidate 
Iia<  been  at  the  university,  or  where  nature  has  given 
a  greater  share  of  understanding,  attention  and  ap- 
plication; whether  he  shall  not  be  allowed  tbe  ad- 
vantages resullinj  from  these  endowments,  with 
other  minor  items  of  government,  we  are  of  opinion 
should  be  entrusted  to  tlie  visitors;  and  the  statute 
under   which  we  act,  having  provided  for  the  ap 

•A  police  exercised  by  the  students  themselves, 
under  pr.iper  direction,  has  been  tried  with  success 
in  some  countries,  and  the  rather,  as  forming  them 
for  initiatian  into  the  duties  and  practices  of  civil 
JifO. 


n-imiment  of  these,  we  think  they  should  moreover 
he  charged  with. 

The  erection,  preservation,  and  repair  of  the  build- 
ings, the  care  of  the  grounds  and  appurtenances, 
and  of  the  interests  of  the  university  generally; 
That  they  should  have  power  to  appoint  a  burser, 
employ  a  proctor,  and  all  other  necessary  agents: 
To  appoint  and  remove  professors,  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  visitors  voting  for  the  removal; 
To  prescribe  their  duties,  and  the  course  of  educa- 
tion, m  conformity  with  the  law; 
To  establish  rules  for  the  government  and  discipline 
of  the  students,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
land: 
To  regulate  the  tuition  fees,  and  the  rent  of  the 

doimitories  they  occupy: 
To  prescribe  and  control  the  duties  and  proceedings 
of  all  officers,  servants  and  others  with  respect 
to  the  buildings,  lands,  appurtenances  and  other 
property  and  interests  of  the  universitj: 
To  draw  from  the  literary  fund  such  monies  as  are 
by  law  charged  on  it  for  this  institution,  and  in 
general 
To  direct  and  do  all  matters  and  things  wliich,  not 
being  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  to 
them  shall   seem  most  expedient  for  promoting 
the  purposes  of  the  said  institution;  which  several 
functions  they  should  be  free  to  exercise  in  tiie 
form  of  by-laws,  rules,  resolution^,  orders,  instruc- 
tions or  otherwise,  as  they  should  deem  proper. 
That  they  should  have  two  stated  meetings  in  the 
year,  and  occasional  meetings  at  such  times  as  they 
should  appoint,  or  on  a  special  call  with  such  notice 
as   themselves  shall  prescribe  by  a  general  rule; 
which  meeting  should  be  at  the  university,  a  ma- 
jority of  them  constituting  a  quorum  for  business; 
and  that  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  a  member, 
or  on  his  removal  by  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  literary  fund,  or  the  executive  or  such  other 
authority  as  the  legislature  shall  think  best,  such 
president  and  directors,  or  the  executive,  or  other 
authority,  should  appoint  a  successor. 

That  the  said  visitors  should  appoint  one  of  their 
own  body  to  be  rector,  and  with  him  be  a  body  cor- 
porate, under  the  style  and  title  of  the  rector  and 
visitors  of  the  university  of  Virginia,  with  the  right, 
i  as  such,  to  use  a  common  seal;  that  they  should  have 
capacity  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  courts  of 
justice,  and  in  all  cases  interesting  to  the  university, 
which  may  be  the  subjects  of  legal  cognizance  and 
jurisdiction:  which  pleas  should  not  abate  by  the 
determination  of  their  office,  but  should  stsnd 
revived  in  the  name  of  their  successors,  and  they 
should  be  capable,  in  law,  and  in  trust  for  the  uni- 
versity, of  receiving  subscriptions  and  donations, 
real  and  personal,  as  well  from  bodies  corporate,  or 
persons  associated,  as  from  private  individuals. 

And  that  the  said  rector  and  visitors  should  at 
all  times  conform  to  such  laws  as  tlie  legislature 
may  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  enact  for 
their  government;  and  the  said  university  should,  in 
all  things,  and  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  legislature. 

And  lastly,  the  commissioners  report  to  the  legis- 
lature the  following  conditional  offers  to  tiie  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  literary  fund,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  university:  ' 

On  the  ccmdition  that  Letington  or  its  vicinity 
shall  be  selected  as  the  site  for  the  university,  and 
that  the  same  be  permanently  established  there, 
within  two  years  of  the  date,  John  Robinson,  of 
Rockbridge  county,  has  executed  a  deed  to  the 
president  and  diiectors   of  the  literary  fand,  to- 
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take  effect  al'nis  death,  for  the  foUowiiig  U-acts  of 
landjtowil: 

400  acres  on  the  north  fork  of  the  Jaincs  river, 
known  by  the  nam''  of  Hart's  bottom,  purchased  of 
the  lute  gen.  Bovyer. 

171  acres  af'joming  the  same,  purchased  of 
Jam<=s  Origi^shy. 

203  acre-i  joinini^  the  last  mentioned  tract,  pur 
chase  i  of  Win.  I'.ixton 


lar.ds.  (if  the  l)t!i!(!tnpfs,  and  other  works  f.'o  .. ,  ^^^^ 
for  existing  contr;icis.  For  the  conditional  trans- 
fer of  these  to  tiie  president  and  dirfclors  of  the 
literary  fund,  a  regulrr  power,  signed  by  the  sub- 
scribers and  founrlers  of  the  college  genrraHy,  has 
b?en  given  io  its  visitors  f.nd  proctor,  ynd  a  deed, 
r(;nveying  tlip  said  y)rnpfrty,  accordi'iR  to  'he  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  literary  fund,  hws  been 
diily  excc'Jted  bv  the   said    oroctor,   and   acknow- 


112  a-res  lying  on   the  North   river,  above  the    ler'ged  for  rrro'-d  in  tt'e  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
lands  of  Ar'liur  Glasgow,  conveyed,  to  him  by  Wm.    county  court  of  AlpetTiarle. 

Sip-ned  ;f  id  rertified  h_\  the  members  present, 
e<ch  in  liis  proper  hand  writing,  this  4th  day  of 
August.  1818. 


iy>:  ./ jTI  rson, 
Creed  Tciijlov, 
Pfter   Ii.i'v(Mf:h, 
IVru  B'.  nki'itbrotigh, 
J)-  chtl.  .Rn:hei'fur(l, 
^Hiclu!   Stuart, 
J:i*.<i   liierktnriilq-e, 
Jfi'n^j/  E.  Hatkim 
J  nws  A  J  It  di  suit, 
Annistfod  7'.  Alason, 
Hugh  I/'Jinet, 


Phi'.  C.  Pendletov, 
Slirvcfr  Tinavef 
inhu  M  C.  Tav'or, 
./.   C    farksoii, 
'I'hmnas  Wilavn, 
Phil.  Slaut^hier, 
Urn.  H.  Cobelt, 
.'\'(it    H    C'lnhorng, 
JVm    .t  n.  Ihtde, 
H'illiam  Jo::es. 


Pa.K'o.i's  heirs 

500  aores  joining  the  lands  of  Arthur  Glasgow, 
Benj  min  Caml>deii  and  D.ivid  Edmondson. 

545  'icres  lyi'\g  in  Pryur's  g;ip,  conveyed  to  him 
by  '.he  heirs  of  William  PiXlou,  dece;^sed. 

260  acres  lying  in  Childer's  gap,  purchased  of 
Wm.  Mitchel 

300  acres  lying  also  in  Childer's  gap,  purer  ased 
of  Nicholas  Jot^es. 

500  acres  lyi^g  on  Buff.lo,  joining  the  lands  of 
James  Johnstu.i. 

340  acr.^s  on  the  Cov/pasture  river,  conveyed  t) 
him  by  Geo.  Ja    es  Br?  ckenr'dge:  Res  rving  the 
right  of -elling  the  two  last   menuo  ed  u'acs  and 
coi:verling  them   in  to  o-her  binds    contiguous  to 
Har.'s   bottom,  for  ihe   benelit  of  ti>.e  unlveivsitv: 
also  the  whole  of  liis  slaves,   amounting   to   57  i" 
number:  one  loi  of  tweenty  two   acres  joinir.g  the 
town  (jf  L?xii«gtoa,  .o  pass,  imme  iiately  on  tho  es- 
tablishment of  the  university,  tog-^thfr  with  ail  i!ie 
personal  estate  nf  ev-ry  ki-t^  '.ulject  only  to  the 
payment  of  his  debis  and  fulfilmt-Ht  of  his  contracts. 
I;  has  not  escaped  'iie  sirction  of  the  ronimls 
s'oners,  that  the  deed  referP' d  'o  is   insufficient  to 
pass  the  estate  in  thel>t'ds  ii  tended  to  be  conveyed, 
and  may  be  otherwise  defective;  bui  if  necessary, 
this  defect  may  be  remedied  before  tlie  mceiiug  "t 
the  legislature,  which  the  commissioners  are  ad 
vised  wdl  be  done. 

The   board  of  trustees  of  Washington   college 
have  also  pr.-.posed  to  transfer  the    wh»le   "f  their 
funds,  viz.  100s''ares  in  the  funds  of  the  James  ri 
ver  company,  31  r.cres  of  land  on  which  all   the 

buildings  stand,  their  philosophical  apparatus,  liieir  1  tors,  to  be  appointed  forthwitli  by  the  governor, 
expected  interest  in  the  funds  of  tiie  Cincinnati  j  xvitli  the  advice  of  council,  notifving  thereof  the 
society;  the  libraries  of  t!ie  Graham  nnd  Washing- .persons  so  appointed,  and  prescribing  to  tliem  a 
ton  societies;  and  IgoOOO  in  cash,  on  condil ion  ihat  |  day  for  their  first  meeting  at  the  said  university, 
a  resonable  provision  be  made  for  thenre.-ent  pro-|\vitk  suppicmen.tarv  instrurtions  for  ]r,-oci:ring-  a 
fessors.     A  subscription  had  also  been  ofTeied  bji  jxieeting  subsequently,  in   thu  event  cf  faihire  at 


The  follov,-ing  is  a  copy  of  an  act,  considered  of 
great  importance  to  "\'i!giniu,  by  tl'.e  friends  of  sci- 
ence in  that  state,  which  has  just  passed  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia: 

An  Act  establishing  an  University. 

JBe  it  enacted  Ini  the  ^eivr-al  asscndi'i/  nf  Virghda, 
That  the  conveyance  of  the  lands  and  other  pro- 
perty appertaining-  to  the  central  college,  in  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  which  has  been  executed  b\ 
the  proctor  thereof,  under  authority  of  the  sub- 
scribers and  foundci's,  to  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  literary  fund,  is  hereby  accepted,  for 
the  use,  and  on  the  conditions  in  the  said  deed  of 
conveyance  expressed. 

And  bs  it  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  established, 
on  the  site  provided  for  the.  said  college,  an  uni- 
versity, to  be  called  "TAe  Univer-itti  of  Virjy-i:dn;" 
that  it  shall  be  under  the  govci-nmcni:  of  seven  visi- 


the  people  of  Lexington  and  Its  vicinity,  aniotmling 
to  §17,878,  all  which  will  appear  from  the  deed 
and  other  documen  s,  reference  thereto  being  liad. 

In  this  case  also,  it  has  not  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  commissioners,  that  quesiions  may  arise  as 
to  tiie  power  of  the  trustees  to  make  the  above 
transfers. 

On  the  condition  that  the  Central  college  shall 
be  made  the  site  of  the  univerty,  its  whole  proper- 
ty, real  or  personal  in  possession  or  in  action,  is 
offered.     This  con.sisis  of  a  parcel  of  land   of  47 


the  time  first  appointed. 

The  said  visitors,  or  so  many  oftliem  as,  being  a 
majority,  shall  attend,  sliall  appoint  a  rector,  of 
their  own  body,  to  preside  at  their  meetings,  and 
a  secretary  to  record,  attest,  and  preserve  their 
proceeding's,  and  Kh:i!l  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  propert}'  conveyed  as  aforesaid; 
shall  make  an  inventory  of  the  same,  specifying-  the 
items  whereof  it  consists;  shall  notice  the  buildings 
and  other  improvements  already  made,  and  those? 
whicli  are  in  progress;  shall  take  measures  for  tlitir 


acres,  whereon  the  buildings  of  the  college  are  completion;  and  for  tlie  addition  of  such  others, 
begun,  one  prtvilion  and  its  appendix  of  donnilo- jfi-omtime  to  time,  as  maybe  neces.sar}-. 
ries  being  ah-eadyfiF  advanced,  ttud  with  one  otherj  In  the  said  university  shall  be  taught  the  Latin, 
pavilion,  and  equal  annexation  of  dormitories, being!  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages;  rrencli,  Spanish, 
expected  to  be  completed  buring  tlie  present  sea-  Italian,  German,  and  Anglo-iiaxon;  the  different 
son — of  another  parcel  of  153  acres  near  the  for-,  brandies  of  matlicm:itic.5,  pure  and  phvfical;  n.itu- 
mer,  and  including  a  considerable  eminence  very|  ^al  philosopliv;  the  principlosof  agric-.Tlturc;  che- 
favorable  for  the  erection  of  a  future  observatory;  of,  rnistrv;  mineralogv,  including  geolpgy;  botany;  20c- 
thepDceeds  of  ihe  Sile  of  two  globes,  amounting  to  ;  logy;  anatomy;  medicine;  civil  governnent;  politi- 
§3280  36  cents;  and  of  a  subscription  on  papers  j  cal  economy;  the  law  of  natui-e  and  nations;  muni- 
in  hand,  besides  what  is  on  outstanding  p.aper  of]  cipal  law;  hi.storv;  ideology;  general  grammar; 
unknown  amount,  not  yet  returned;  out  of  these  '  elides:  rhetoric,  and  belles  lettres;  which  brandies 
stims  are  to  be  taken,  however,  the  cosls  of  the  '  of  science  shall  be  so  distributed,  and  under  so  many 
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pj,Qi-       •■''  '-^^  exceecling'  ten,  us  the  visitors  sliall 
♦j^iiK.  proper  and  expedient. 

Each  professor  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
apartments  and  arconimodations  provided  for  him; 
andtliose  iirst  emjHuycd  such  standing  salary  as  the 
visitors  shall  think  proper  and  sullicieut,  and  their 
successors  sucli  standing-  ralarv,  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  as  the  visitors  shall  think  proper 
and  sufficient;  with  such  tuition  fees  from  each 
student,  as  the  visitors  s!iall,  from  time  to  time,  es- 
tablish. 

The  said  visitors  shall  be  charged  with  the  erect- 
ion, preservation,  and  repair  of  the  buildings;  the 
care  oi  the  grounds  and  appurtenances,  and  of  tlie 
interests  of  the  university  generally:  they  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  bursar,  employ  a  proctor,  and 
all  other  necessary  agents;  to  appoint  and  remove 
professors,  two-thirds  ot  the  whole  number  of  visit- 
ors votuig  for  the  removal;  to  prescribe  their  du- 
ties, and  the  course  of  education,  in  conformity 
with  the  law;  to  establish  rules  for  the  government 
and  discipline  of  the  students,  not  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  land;  to  regulate  the  tuition  fees,  and 
the  rent  of  the  dor.mitories  occupied;  to  prescribe 
and  control  the  duties  and  proceedings  of  all  offi-j 
cers,  servants,  and  others,  witli  respect  to  the  build- i 
ings,  lands,  appurtenances,  and  other  property, 
ani  interests  of  the  university;  to  draw  from  the! 
literary  fund  such  monies  as  are  by  law  charged  on 
it  for  this  institution;  and,  in  general,  to  direct 
and  do  all  matters  and  things  wliich,  not  being  in- 
consistent with  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  them  shall 
seem  most  expedient  for  promoting  the  purposes 
of  the  said  institution;  which  several  functions  they 
siiall  be  free  to  exercise  in  the  form  of  by  laws, 
rules,  resolutions,  orders,  instructions,  or  other- 
wise, as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

They  shall   have  tv,o   stated  meetings  in  every 
year,  to  wit:  on  the  first  Monday  of   April  and  Oc-j 
tober,  and  occasional  meetings  at  such  other  times' 
as  they  shall  appoint,  or  on  a  special  call,  with  such! 
notice  as  themselves  shuH  pri^cribe  by  a  general 
rule;  which  meetiiv;-  shall  be  at  the  imiversity,  a 
majority  of  the.n  consiituting  a  quorum  for  busi- 
ness; and  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  a  member, 
or  failure  to  :xt  for  the  space  of  one  year,  or  on  his 
removal  out  of  the  comm(;nwealth,  or  by  the  go- 
vernor, wit'n  the  advice  of  council,  the  governor, 
witli  like  advice,  shall  appoint  a  successor. 

The  said  proctor  and  visitors  shall  be  a  body  cor-| 
porate,  under  the  siyle  and  title  of  "The  Rector  i 
and  Visitors  of  the  Lhiiversity  of  Virginia;"  with  j 
the  right,  as  such,  to  use  the  common  seal.  They  j 
shall  have  capacity  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all , 
courts  of  justice,  and  in  all  cases  interesting  to  the  j 
university,  which  may  be  subjects  of  legal  cogni-i 
iiance  and  jurisdiction;  which  pleas  shall  not  abatej 
by  the  detenr.ination  of  their  oflicc,  but  shall  stand 
revived  in  the  name  of  their  successors;  and  they  J 
khall  bo  capable  in  law,  and  in  trust  for  the  univer-i 
sity,  of  receiving  subscriptions  and  donations,  real, 
and  personal,  as  well  irom  bodies  corporate,  or  per-| 
sons  associated,  as  from  private  individuals.  j 

And   the  said  rectors  and  visitors  sliall,   at   all 
times,  conform  to  such  la'.vs  as  the  legislature  may,  j 
Irom  time  to  time,  think  proper  to  enact  for  theiri 
(^■overnmeiit;  and  the   said  university  shall,  in  all| 
iiiings  and  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  control  of, 
the  legislati're.     And  the  said  rccior  and  visitors  of 
t)ie  univerri'ly  of  Vii-glnia,  shall  be,  and  they   are! 
hereljy,  rcf^Viired  to  make   report,  annually,  to  the 
president  antl  directors  of  the  i.i*erary  Fund,  (to  be  l 
laid  before  the  legislature  at  their  next  succeeding 
session,)  embracing  a  full  account  of  the  disburse- 


ments, the  funds  on  hand,  and  a  general  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  said  university. 

The  said  boai-d  of  visitors,  or  a  majority  thereof, 
by  nomination  of  the  board,  shall,  once  in  every 
year  .at  least,  visit  the  said  university;  enquire  into 
the  proceedings  and  practices  thereat;  examine 
the  progress  of  the  students;  and  give  to  those  who 
excel  in  an  V  branch  of  science  there  taught,  such 
honorary  marks  and  testimonies  of  aj^probation,  as 
may  encourage  and  excite  to  industry  and  emula- 
tion. 

On  every  29th  day  of  February,  or,  if  that  be  Sun- 
day, then  on  the  next  or  earliest  day  thereafter,  on 
wliiclia  meeting  can  be  effected,  the  governor  and 
council  shall  be  in  session,  and  shall  appoint  visi- 
tors of  the  said  university,  either  the  same  or  oth- 
ers, at  their  discretion,  to  serve  until  the  29th  day 
of  February  next  ensuing,  duly  and  timely  noti- 
fying to  them  their  appointment,  and  prescribing  a 
day  for  their  first  meeting  at  the  university;  after 
which,  tlK'ir  meetings,  stated  and  occasional,  shall 
be  as  herein  before  provided:  Provided,  That  no- 
thing in  this  act  contained  shall  suspend  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  visitors  of  the  said  Central  College 
of  Albemarle;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
the  objects  of  the  said  institution,  they  shall  be  au- 
thorized, under  control  of  the  governor  and  covm- 
cil,  to  continue  the  exercises  of  their  functions,  and 
fulfil  those  of  their  successors  until  the  first  actu.-.l 
meeting  of  their  said  successors. 

And  be  it  fiiriher  enacted,  That  the  additional  sum 
of  twenty  thous.and  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  education  of  the  ]30or, 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Literary  Fund,  in  aid  of 
the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  to  that  object,  and 
to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon  the  same 
conditions  in  all  respects,  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  appropri- 
ating part  of  the  revenue  of  the  Literary  Fund,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  2l3t  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1818. 

This  act  shall  commence,  and  be  in  force,  from 
and  after  the  passing  thereof. 


Le2;islature  of  Oliio. 

GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 

Felloiv-citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  House  of  Represeniath-en; 

Among  the  measures  whicli  1  have  heretofore 
reconmiended  to  the  legislature,  for  their  conside- 
ration, and  on  which  they  have  not  acted,  a  good 
plan  for  the  education  of  the  rising  generation,  has 
been  considered  first  in  importance. 

Time,  and  further  reflection  have  confirmed  me 
in  the  opinions  I  have  before  communicated;  and 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  state,  I  must  again  re- 
commend the  subject>to  your  attention.  Surely,  no- 
thing can  be  more  important  than  information,  to 
the  citizens  of  a  goverimient,  free,  as  ours  is.  In- 
deed, I  feel  convinced  a  perpetuation  of  the  free- 
dom we  now  possess,  greatly  depends  on  the  means 
which  may  be  used,  under  Providence,  to  produce 
tuRt  state  of  general  information,  which  will  enable 
the  jieople  to  appreciate  the  liberty  they  enjov. 
From  m\  own  observation,  I  am  fully  convinced,  it 
is  the  first  duty  of  tiie  Legislature  to  adopt,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  a  system  for  tlie  estabhsh- 
ment  of  elementary  schools,  throughout  the  state. 
In  the  first  settlement  of  a  country  like  ours,  the 
hibours  necessary  to  clear  the  lands,  and  produce 
the  means  of  subsistence,  prevent,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure those,  who  arc  thus  employed,  from  giving  to 
their   childi-en,   even  a  common  education.     The 
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more  wealthy  citizens,  who  possess  the  means,  will  i  deed  I  rear  it  may  be  found  impracticable  under  ex 
educate  tlieh-  clnldren,   wl.ile  tnose  of  the  ];oorer  j  isting'  circumstances,  to  answer  public  expectation 


class,  whose  pareiUs  have  not  tlie  means  in  their 
poo.er,  yet  ^y  tlicir  labor  are  greatly  promoting  tJie 
prosperity  ofthe  staie,  will  be  broiii^^lit  up  in  a  s.ate 
of  comparative  ig-norance,  unable  to  Jiumage,  with 
propriety,  their  private  concerns,  mucii  less  to  taii.e 


The  great  diriiculty  experienced  by  the  people  in 
payineut,  and  the  collectors  and  treasurer  ofthe 
state  in  the  receipt  of  the  public  taxes  of  the  state, 
makes  it  in  my  opinion  absolutely  necessary,  that 
tlie  legislature  sliouli  designate  by  law  v/hat  shall 


any  part  in  tiie  management  of  public  attiiirs:  and  j  be  received  by  the  collectors  of  public  money  in 
wii.it  is  stiil  more  to  be  lamented,  unacquainted  with  |  payment  of  state  and  county  taxes.  Whether  the 
those  rilig-ioiis  and  moral  precepts  and  princii)ies,  j  estaljlishment  of  a  slate  :jauk,  wliich  should  be  com- 
vrithout  wliich  tlie-y  cannot  be  good  citizens.  1  am  j  poseil  of  such  banks  already  incorijorated,  who 
fully  aw  are  that  all  cannot  be  learned;  receive  tue  niight  be  willing  to  surrender  their  pre.ient  char- 
advantages  of  an  education  of  the  higliest  order,  '  ters,  and  become  branches  of  a  3t;ite  bank,  whose 
nor  is  this  necessary:  yet  1  am  as  fully  convinced  it  I  paper  should  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes,  may 
is  witliln  the  power  of  the  state  to  disseminate  age- 1  tend  to  lessen  the  dl!ii..-vi!ties  now  felt,  time  alone 
ncral  state  of  information;  wliich  will  be  productive  ;  can  detcrmi  nc.  To  the  consideration  ofthe  legis- 
of  the  best  effects.  The  wealthy  are  deeply  inter- 1  lature  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  suii/nit  the  expc- 
ested  in  such  a  state  of  things.  Information  and  the  jdiency  of  such  a  measure.  The  great  responslbili- 
practice  of  moral  and  religious  principles  never  fad  .  ty  now  placed  on  the  state  treasurer,  while  it  makes 
to  produce  order  and  secure  the  rights  of  property  his  situation  a  painful  one,  subjects  him  to  public 
in  society;  they,  therefore,  should  feel  a  willingness  censure  and  great  risk  In  the  receipts  of  pribiic  mo- 
te contribute  toward  elfecting  objects  of  so  much  i  ney.  Knovving  the  responsibility  of  his  situation, 
importance.  Information  is  common  stock,  or  na-  and  satislied  with  the  integrity  of  his  conduct,  I 
tional  v/ealth,  and,  in  proportion  as  it  is  increased,  |  have  believed  the  public  interest  makes  itm,y  duty, 
are  our  means  enlarged;  and  national  liberty  secur- 1  gentlemen,  to  request  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
cd.  I  avail  myself  of  this,  the  last  opportunity  of- !ject  at  an  early  period  in  your  session,  and  to  re- 
fered  me,  of  recommending  to  your  serious  attention  .  commeni  that  the  salary  of  the  state  treasurer  be 
a  subject  of  so  much  importance,  and  propose  for  increased;  fully  persuaded  that  the  present  salary 


your  consideration,  gentlemen,  the  jnopriely  of  ap- 
pointing one  person  from  each  judicial  circuit  of  the 
state,  who  together  shall  form  a  board  for  school  pur- 
poses; and  v.ho,  in  the  recess  ofthe  legislature,  shall 
collect  such  information,  relative  to  the  school  funds 
of  tlie  state,  and  who  shall  lay  before  the  next  le- 
gislature such  a  system  for  the  establlshmeHt  of  e- 
lementary  schools  tliroaghout  the  slate,  as  they  ma}' 
be  enabled  to  devise  from  all  die  informalion  to  be 
obtained  on  the  subject. 

Next  to  a  well  regulated  system    for  the  educa- 
tion ofthe  rising  generation,  the  internal  improve- 1  December  last,  I  submitted  to  the  leg-islature  a  let- 


allowed  that  olhcer,  bears  no  proportion  to  the  du- 
ties and  responsibility  of  his  station. 

The  increasing  population  of  the  state,  aifR  the 
consequent  increase  of  counties,  adds  proportiona- 
bly  to  the  duties  of  tile  judges  of  the  courts.  Im- 
pelled by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  judges,  I  recom- 
mend to  yotir  consideration,  gentlemen,  the  pro- 
priety of  increasing  their  .salaries  accordingly. 

From  the  communication  ofthe  auditor,  you  will 
have  the  satisfaction  to  Snd  that  the  finances  of  the 
stute  are  in  a  nourishing  condition.     On  the  10th  of 


raents  ofthe  state  require  the  attention  of  the  le 
gislatui-e,  especially  the  navigable  streams  and  pub- 
lic highways.  The  present  road  law  is  radically  de- 
fective. Having  in  lormer  communications  jjointed 
out  some  of  its  defects,  autl  having  had  no  reason 
for  changing  my  opinions  on  tlie  subject;  to  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon,  with  one  additional  re- 
inark.  As  the  country  becomes  more  thickly  set- 
tled, the  roads  will  be  so  much  the  more  used,  and 


ter  from  that  officer  suggesting  improvements  in 
the  revenue  system  of  the  state,  which  have  not 
been  adoptetl,  and  which  he  deems  necessary.  The 
improvements  suggested  in  that  letter  are  submit- 
ted to  your  cons. deration. 

The  Agriculture  and  Manufactures  of  the  state 
arc  objects,  at  all  times,  worthy  the  attention  of  tlift 
gener.d  assembly;  under  present  circumstances  thee" 
are  jiarllcularly  so.     A  proper  attention,  to  the  road  i 


will  require  repairs  accordingly;  it  is  evident,  there- ;  and  navigable  streams  ofthe  state  are  the  best  mean : 
fbre,  that  the  sooner  they  are  made  to  be  durable,  I  of  promoting  the  former,  and  small  sums  as  premi- 
the  better.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  gentlemen, ;  urns,  to  those  who  excel,  v/ould  be  productive  of 
to  lay  before  you  copies  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me, '  good  effects.  Tlie  continued  importation  of  foreign 
by  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury,  relative  to  internal  i, manufactured  articles  is  producing  the  v/orct  efFects 
improvements,  together  with  my  answer,  and  a  co-  j  on  the  country.  To  this  cause,  and  the  sales  of  the 
py  ofthe  map  of  the  state,  ha\Ing-  the  roads  deem- 1  public  lands  ofthe  United  SlateS;  may  be  attribu- 
ed  most  important  and  requiring  the  attention  ofj  ted  in  a  great  measure  the  extraordlnarj'  scarcity  of 
the  gencrjil  g-overnment,  paper,  (No.  1).  I  have  ex-   money,  so  universally  felt  among   us. — When  we 


crcised  m}'  best  judgment  on  the  subject;  and  should 
the  legislature  approve  the  views  taken,  especially 
.13  to  the  continuation  of  the  national  road  from 
"Wheeling,  westwardly,  considering  ail  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  making  this  road;  I  have 
no  doubt  whilst  the  interest  of  the  state  seem  to 
make  it  proper,  that  an  expression  ofthe  opinions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  as  to  the  direction 
this  road  shall  take  through  the  state,  will  greatly 
influence  congress  in  its  location. 

The  disordered  state  ofthe  paper  currency  of 
the  country  will  claim  your  serious  attention.  The 
g'ood  people  ofthe  stiite  look  to  you,  gentlemen, 
for  such  remedy  as  may  be  within  your  power.  The 
obstacles  you  have  to  encounter  in  effecting  an  ob- 
.jcct  of  so  much  importance  cannot  be  disguised:  iu- 


consider  the  great  abundance  ofthe  raw  raaterialf. 
we  possess  to  manufacture  mo3t  of  tlie  clothing-  ne- 
cessary  for  our  comfort;  and  convenience,  and  thf» 
state  of  improvement  of  ouro.vn  manufacttires,  it  is 
to  be  deeply  regretted  that  our  fellow  citizen", 
should  give  a  preference  to  foreign  manufactured 
articles,  generally  inferior  to  those  we  can,  and  do 
make  of  the  same  kind  at  home;  the  result  must  be 
a  state  of  dependence  and  embarrassment,  produc- 
ing the  worst  consequences  on  the  country.  I  am 
aware,  gentlemen,  that  you  cannot  at  once  control 
sticb  a  state  of  things,  yet  I  feel  fully  sitlsfied  by 
setting  an  example  yourselves  in  using  domestic 
apparel,  and  encouraging-  by  such  mean.-?  as  in  your 
'.visdom  may  be  best  calculated  to  produce  this  ci- 
f^ct,  much  may  be  done.     I  am  peP:iuaded  yorrr  (*y- 
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-  ample  and  earnest  recommendution  would  be  great- 
.  ly  regarded  by  our  fellow  citkcns.  Some  of  our  sis- 
ter states  arc  setting'  an  example  worlliy  of  muta- 
tion; and  I  feel  a  pleasure  in  ret'erriiig  lu  tlie  peojjle 
of  the  states  of  Nfiw-Vork,  and  Masaaciiusetts,  par- 
ticularly. 'I'he  mear.s  adopted,  and  exertions  made 
to  encourage  the  ugrieulture  and  domestic  manu- 
factures of  these  states,  wiidst  tiiey  are  liighh  nou- 
orable  to  our  fello'.v  citizens,  cannot  fail  to  eiis\u-e 
eaccess  and  produce  tlic  most  happy  eilects  on  the 
country,  if  generally  adopted,  impressed  as  1  am 
Oil  tliis  subject,  I  must  earnestly  recommend  it,  gen- 
tlemen, to  your  consideration. 

'i'lic  act  'Ho  autliorize  the  establishment  of  poor 
bouses,"  leaves  it  discretionary  with  the  commis- 
Gioners  to  p\ir chase  land,  on  wlticli  to  erect  a  poor 
.house.  The  advantage,  which  would  result  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  viev/  to  every  county  from  pur- 
chasing lands,  before  the  price  becomes  advanced, 
and  by  maintaining-  tiie  poor  in  houses  erected  for 
that  purpose,  are  so  evident  as  in  my  opinion  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  purchase 
lands  with  tiie  least  delay.  The  present  mode  of 
maintaining  the  poor,  besides  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pense it  incurs,  is  not  calculated  to  ensure  to  tiicm 
even  humane  treatment.  Put  off  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der, their  food,  raiment,  and  treatment  must  be  pro- 
portionately wretched.  I  therefore,  gentlemen, 
recommend  to  your  consideration  that  the  act  be  so 
amended  as  to  efi'ect  tlie  objects  just  stated. 

During  the  late  war,  arms  were  delivered  over  to 
the  militia  of  Ohio,  by  the  genaral  government, 
which  were  charged  to  account  of  the  state. — 
The  arms  thus  received  were,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, returned;  but  from  a  variety  of  causes  re- 
ceipts were  not  taken  for  the  re-delivery  of  the  arms 
in  some  cases,  and  when  taken  were  kept  by  the 
person,  who  delivered  them.  Two  years  since,  I 
was  furnished  by  the  war  department,  with  an  ac- 
count from  which  it  appeared  the  state  was  charg- 
ed with  5999  stands  of  arms;  and  that  the  credits, 
although  all  the  arms  due  the  state  under  the  act 
of  1808  were  included,  were  such  as  to  leave  a  bal- 
ance of  1443  stands  of  arms  against  the  state.  It 
was  proposed  to  the  executive  to  settle  this  account. 
On  examination  it  appeared,  to  be  inadmissible,  as 
I  knew  the  arms  charged  were  not  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  state,  nor  could  I  believe  that  they  were 
in  the  hands  of  individuals. — Orders  were  issued  to 
the  otHcers  of  militia  requiring  them  to  forvvard  all 
receipts,  and  other  evidences  of  the  delivery  of  arms 
to  the  oiiicers  of  the  United  States.  Such  re- 
cci'pts  and  other  vouchers,  as  would  enable  me  to 
settle  the  account  were  received,  and  soon  after 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  1  considered  tliat 
the  interests  of  the  state  made  it  my  duty  to  go  to 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  closing  this  account 
with  the  executive  of  the  United  States.  This  has 
been  effected,  and  on  just  and  liberal  principles, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  papers  marked  No.  2. 
The  state  is  now  entitled  to  arms  in  value  near 
J510U,000,  which  may  be  received  as  soon  as  i)roper 
places  of  deposit  are  prepared.  I  have  directed  6 
pieces  of  ordnance  to  be  forwarded  to  the  s.ate,  of 
which,  as  yet,  only  2  have  been  received. 

I  Ua^'e  considered  it  my  duty,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  general  assembly,  to  attend  as  many  of 
llie  nnisters  of  the  officers  as  practicable,  and  with 
the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  examine  into 
The  state  of  discipline,  wliich  prevailed,  and  give 
ovory  aid  in  pi-omcting  it.  I  feel  great  satisfaction 
in  finding  a  general  disposition  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  duties  evinced  by  the  officers  of  four- 
teen brigades,  which  were  reviewed.     And  I  am 


persuaded  that  with  the  proper  encouragement  and 
attention  of  the  generiil  assembly,  we  should  have 
a  militia  equal  to  any  in  the  nation.  That  part  of 
I  he  mihtia  law  which  provides  for  the  collection  of 
hues,  &c.  will  require  your  attention.  Abuses  on 
the  part  of  the  collecting  officers,  are,  I  fear,  too 
common,  and  it  becomes  my  duty,  gentlemen, 
from  re-presentations  which  have  been  made  to  me, 
on  which  reliance  ■  ay  be  placed,  to  recommend 
this  subject  to  your  consideration. 

l$y  law  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral, to  attend  the  governor,  when  he  may  review 
the  militia  of  the  state,  but  no  provision  is  made 
for  his  compensation  while  in  that  service.  I'he 
duties  in  his  office  have  greatly  increased  and  the 
salary  allowed  by  law  is  only  §200  annuall}-. 
From  my  own  knowledge  this  salary  is  by  no  means 
an  adequate  compensation  for  the  duties  he  is  re- 
quired to  perform.  1  am  persuaded  that  the  gen- 
eral assembly  will  see  the  propriety  of  allowing 
additional  compensation  to  tliat  officer. 

For  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  arms  with  the 
United  States,  besides  the  arms  now  due  the  state, 
more  will  be  received  annually  under  the  act  of 
congress  of  18U8,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the 
mililia.  It  will  become  necessary  to  erect  an  ar- 
senal in  which  they  may  be  safely  deposited  and 
kept,  and  perhaps  no  better  situation  can  be  se- 
lected, than  Columbus  for  this  purpose.  The  of- 
fice of  quarter  master  general  of  the  state,  created 
at  the  last  session,  is  an  important  and  responsible 
one,  as  it  will  be  charged  with  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  arms  of  the  state;  no  compensation  is  allowed 
that  officer  by  law.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  affixing  such  a 
salary  as  to  you  may  seem  just. 

The  treaty  of  last  year  with  the  Indian  tribes^ 
within  Ohio,  has  been  so  amended  and  explained, 
as  I  am  informed,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  as  to  its 
ratification  by  the  president  and  senate.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  the  plan  proposed  relative  to  this 
territory,  in  my  message  of  the  10th  of  January 
last,  is  ag-ain  reconmiended  to  your  consideration. 
A  line  has  been  run  under  the  direction  of  the 
surveyor  general,  from  which  a  line  due  east  front 
the  southern  extremity  of  lake  Michigan,  intersects 
the  western  boundary  of  this  state  to  lake  Erie. 
The  paper  marked  No.  3.  contains  a  plat  of  the 
lands  acquired  by  the  late  treaty,  and  exhibits  the 
line  al)ove  mentioned,  and  the  line  run  last  year  aa 
the  north  boundary  of  the  state  according  to  the 
constitution.  I  have  believed  it  to  be  my  uuty  to 
lay  this  information  before  you,  to  enable  you  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  contained  in  their  resolution  of 
Dec.  25,  1817,  Jacob  Lewis,  then  under  sentence 
of  death,  in  Muskingum  county,  was  reprieved  until 
the  1st  Saturday  of  Febmai-y,  1818.  In  the  nieaa 
time  the  act  entitled,  "an  act  to  provide  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  persons  that  may  be  reprieved  by 
the  governor"  was  passed  by  the  legislature.  The 
1st  section  of  this  act  points  out  the  manner  in 
which  the  executive  may  reprieve  conditionally. 
The  2d  section  authorizes  the  executive  to  confine 
in  the  penitentiary,  the  person  reprieved;  and  the 
third  section  provides  the  punishment,  in  case  of 
escapes,  &c.  The  constitution  authoriz.cs  the  gov- 
ernor to  reprieve  or  pardon,  after  conviction.  Af- 
ter giving  the  subji-ct  the  fullest  consideration  in, 
my  power,  having  first  consulted  with  gentlemen 
.)f  talents  and  integrity,  I  could  not  see  that  the 
)0wer  of  reprieve  conditionally  was  given  to  tlie 
governor;  nor  could  I,  from  the  facts  exhibited  to 
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me,  pardon  the  criminal,  although  from  the  testi- 
monj,  which  was  given  on  the  t'-iul  as  exhibited  to 
ine,  tliere  were  circiinisUmces  which  OLiglU  in  m} 
opinion  to  lessen,  in  some  degree,  the  heinousness 
of  the  oHence:  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  I  have  believed  it  my  duty  to  reprieve  the 
criminal  until  thfe  last  Wednesday  of  Dec.  1818, 
and  confine  him  in  virtue  of  the  autiiovity  of  the  be- 
fore recited  act,  in  a  solitary  cell  in  the  penitentia- 
ry. I  feel  full  confidence  that  I  have  in  this  case 
done  what  I  beiieved  to  be  my  duty;  but  if  I  have 
erretl,  I  have  the  consolation  to  know  it  has  been 
with  the  ])iirest  motives,  and  on  the  side  of  mercy. 
I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  calling 
your  attention  to  one  othersubject,  whichi  sincerely 
hope  you  will  take  into  serious  consideration  and 
make  such  provisions  as  the  case  requires.  The 
immoderate  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  productive  of 
much  evil  in  society.  Need  I  attempt,  gentlemen, 
to  ])rove  to  you  how  often  the  unhappy  mother, 
ami  lier  innocent  children  are  brouglit  to  poverty 
and  distress,  and  often,  to  an  untimely  grave,  by 
the  iiitemperance  of  the  more  imhapjiy,  and 
wretched  fatlier?  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  riots 
and  litigation  which  have  their  origin  in  this  vice; 
and  is  there  not  good  ground  to  believe  that  many 
of  the  worst  crimes  against  society  have  their  ori- 
gin in  the  same  source? — Nothing  aids  more  in  the 
practice  of  this  vice,  than  what  are  usually  called 
tippling  liouses,  or  dram  shops.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  putting  down  such  houses  would  have  the 
best  effects,  as  they  are  really  nuisances  in  society, 
lu  addition  to  which  to  provide  against  the  evils  re- 
ferred to  in  families,  would  it  not  be  proper  in  such 
cases,  as  might  require  it,  of  confirmed  drunkards, 
to  appoint  trustees,  or  guardians,  who  should  take 
charge  of  the  prop  rty,  and  manage  it  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  wife  and  children. 

Feelings  of  gratitude,  in  which  I  am  persuaded 
all  must  partici])ate,  impel  me  to  notice   the  extra- 
ordinary  blessings  of  Providence,  extended  to  our 
favored  nation.    Our  constitutions  have  secui-ed  the 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  on  the  firm- 
est base.     Peace,  health  and  plenty  exist  through- 
out the  land;  and  our  great  and  important  national 
aflTairs  are  managed  v.-itli  wisdom  and  integrity,  com- 
manding approbation  at  home  and  respect   from  a- 
broad.     Whilst   we  unite  in  srratef'ul  acknowledij- 
ments  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  gift,  fer  the  bles- 
sings we  enjoy,  let  us   not  forget   that  they  ha\  e 
been  bought   with  a   great  price.     The  sufferings 
of  our  forefathers,  their  blood  and  treasure,   shed 
and  expended  in  achieving  our  independence,  and 
establishing  the  liberty  we  enjoy,  should  never  be 
forgotten,  but  shovdd  stimulate  us  to  preserve  in- 
violate, the  blessings  which,    under  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, they  have  handed  down  to  us.     It  cannot  be 
disguised,  that  our  form  of  government,  the  princi- 
ples it  inculcates,  the  happy  effects  it  produces,  are 
at  war  with,  and  a  reproach  to  the  other  govern- 
ments of  the  world,     in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
they  have  no  good  will  for  it,  or  wish  it  to  prosper. 
The  principles  of  republicanism,  established  by  the 
founders  of  our  republic,  should  be  cherislied,  and 
every  approach  towards  aristocracy,   or  monarchy, 
should  be  resisted,  and  especially  by  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom  they  have 
committed  the  guardianship  of  their  rights  and  pri- 
vileges.    The  state  governments  are  the  pillars,  on 
which  the  great  national  fabric  must  rest,  and  rely 
for  support.     To  provide   for  the  wants  of  the  in- 
creasing population  -f  the  state,  to  develope  its 
resources  and  bring  them  into  use,  to  watch  over 
its  liberties  and  to  give  it  a  station  equally  respec- 
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■  table,  among  the  other  states  of  this  union,  are  the 
important  duties  to  you  committed;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  gentlemen,  but  the  zeal,  patriotism  an<l  ta- 
lents, in  your  honorable  body  will  be  so  applied,  as 
to  answer  the  expectations  of  your  constituents,  in 
the  very  responsible  station  in  which  they  have  pla- 
ced you.  Having-  made  such  communications  to 
you,  gentlemen,  as  my  duty  and  the  interests 
of  the  state  seemed  to  require,  I  have  only  to 
take  my  leave  of  you.  About  to  separate  from 
gentlemen  with  many  of  whom,  I  have  been  long 
associated  in  public  life,  and  from  whom  I  have 
received  indulgence,  kindness,  and  respect, 
feelings  are  excited,  which  1  shall  not  attempt 
to  express. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  \\ishes,  that  a 
kind  Providence  may  preside  over,  and  direct  your 
deliberations  for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  and  ex- 
tend its  blessings  to  you  individualiv. 

T.  WORilllNGTON. 

CWumbus,  Dec.  7,  1818. 


GOVERNOR  BROWN'S  SPEECH. 

On  the  14t\i  inst.  a  joint  committee  of  both  hou- 
ses of  the  legislature  waited  on  governor  Brown, 
and  conducted  h  m  .o  the  representative's  hall, 
when  the  oath  of  olflce  being  administered,  he  de- 
livered the  following  speech: 

Felloia- Citizens  of  the  Senate 
and  Houae  of  Jfeptesentatives, 

Under  various  and  sometimes  trying  circumstan- 
ces, the  free  governments,  in  the  United  States, 
have  hitherto  stood  the  test  of  successful  experi- 
ence. The  superior  security  and  prosjoerity  they 
afford,  are  now  evident  to  all  but  the  prejudiced 
admirers  of  monarchy  and  privileged  orders.  It  is 
surely  a  subject  of  honest  pride,  that  our  nation  can 
exhibit  to  the  friends  of  the  rights  of  man,  a  high 
degree  of  individual  liberty  combined  and  comj)a- 
tible,  with  great  strength  in  the  government;  and 
that  the  fancy  of  the  philanthropist,  looking  into  fu- 
turity, may  feel  every  rational  assurance  of  the  du- 
rability of  this  splendid  work  of  our  statesmen, 
thougli  war  again  assail  us  from  abroad,  and  organi- 
zed faction  kindle  the  torch  of  discord  at  home. 

Among  the  greatest  improvements  which  philo- 
sophy has  afforded,  in  modern  times,  to  the  science, 
of  politics,  is  the  system  of  representative  legisla- 
ture, cliosen  periodically  by  the  citizens  from  among 
tlieinselves;  liable  to  the  same  public  services  and 
contributions;  equally  interested  in  the  operation 
of  the  laws,  and  responsible  at  the  bar  of  public  o- 
pinion.  Such  assemblies,  under  order,  delibera- 
'ion,  and  acquaintance  with  the  wants  and  resour- 
ces of  the  different  parts  of  a  country,  ofi'er  the 
fairest  promise  that  has  yet  been  devised  by  hu- 
man ingenuity,  of  a  guard  against  op])re3sion,  mo> 
narchy,  or  convulsion;  a  preservation  of  what  is  va- 
luable,  with  a  progressive  improvement  in  our  laws 
and  institutions,  suited  to  that  improving  change  in 
society  which  science  and  the  arts  produce;  and  our 
own  experience  and  that  of  others,  may  introduce, 
for  increasing  the  happiness  of  the  community. 

We  have  also  much  reason  for  congratulation,  in 
the  proof  of  the  utility  of  visiting  the  administra- 
tion of  tlie  government  and  laws  in  different  depart- 
ments; assigning  to  each  its  definite  powers  and  du- 
ties; producing  a  beautiful  regularity  without  inter 
ference  or  confusion,  preventing  usurpation,  and 
providing  responsibility. 

While  recognising  the  excellence  of  the  princi- 
ples which  form  the  base  of  our  constitution,  and 
laws  in  general,  it  would  be  arrogant  indeed  to  pre- 
tend that  we  have  attained  that,  eminenoeef  wis- 
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doiii,  iro.n  whence  we  can  look  down,  and  pro- 
nounce lUiit  coiisutution  and  those  hiws,  ailog'eiuer 
fanlllcss.  On  the  contvur}',  we  must  expect  expe- 
rience to  discover  some  detects,  to  detect  some  nn- 
periections,  and  perceive  the  void  ot"  some  omis- 
sion; ibr  all  wliicii  we  have  a  remeiiv.  I  count  it 
aniOii.:^3t  tae  wisest  provisions  of"  the  constitution, 
that  it  enaoles  tne  [>eople,  by  a  peaceful  and  regu- 
lar process,  to  make  sucu  anicndinents,  as  time  may 
ihew  are  neceysaiy  and  ex[iedient.  In  most  cases, 
the  ameiioiaiion  ot  tne  law  s  )s  still  more  easy. 

ItiS  pleasant  to  observe  a  spirit  so  liberal  as  that 
which  appears  to  exist  among'  our  citizens,  divest- 
ed ot'a  superstitions  dread  of  iimovation  and  dispo- 
sed CO  sanciioa  ausurdit}'  heiause  of  a  precedent. 
If  1  have  n^iitly  appreciated  this  spuii,  and  the 
real  prog'ress  under  its  iiitlaeace,  we  may  expect 
from  oar  ining-!ed  jjopiilation  wiiich  produces  aji 
asseinbluge  ot  inanners.  tastes,  opinions,  habits  ar.d 
pursuus,  fro:ii  su  many  sUitcs  and  nations,  a  result 


Tlie  censtitution  provides  for  a  militia  force  foi* 
the  state;  for  so  much  of  tiiat  as  sliall  require  far- 
ther legislative  interference,  you  will  doubtless  pro- 
vide. 

The  fiscal  concerns,  and  their  administration  arcj 
necessarily,  objects  of  annual  investigation  and  jiro- 
vision,  ah>,ays  demanding'  your  most  serious  consid- 
eration; and  ail  tlie  financial  light,  wliicli  your  uni- 
ted knowledge  can  concentrate,  from'  the  various 
jiarts  of  our  state  territory. 

Tlie  present  will  jirobiibly  be  a  session  of  so  great 
importance  and  expectation  as  to  require  your 
greatest  prudence,  and  most  judicious  discernment. 
A  multiphed,  and  rapidly  increasing  population,  ren- 
ders some  alteration  in  the  laws  respecting  tiie  ju- 
dicial tribunals  indispensable.  If  we  wou  d  raise 
the  character  of  our  state  by  increasing-  industry, 
and  oil  resources,  it  seems  necessary  to  improve 
the  internal  covnnmnicatioiis;  and  open  a  clieaper 
way  to  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  a  large 
ii-LVjrable  to  improvement,  and  to  the  uiuimers  audi  portion  of  our  fertile   country,  connected  with  this 


moruis  or  socieiy.  At  tiu;  same  time  t!ie  mode  of 
your  orgauizaliou,  in  tv/o  separate  deliberative  bo- 
dies; irnd  the  •sulenui  pledge  representatives  are 
undei',  that  reason  and  not  pabsion  siiall  acluate  tlieir 
proceedings,  are  u  s^ilhcient  secunt}'  and  prevm- 
tati\e  agai.isi  the  j,'eprOu:cu  ol  a  eapr.cious  insLabih- 
ty  in  our  lav.s  andgov'ernmeni. 

To  you,  fellov,' -citizens,  IS  inLrustcd  the  high 
rharge  or  legisla'.iou.  I'o  you,  we  all  look,  for  such 
laws  as  siuiii  protect  the  weakest  from  violence; 
i.iiall  redress  the  injured,  reward  industry,  by  tlie 
proteotio.i  of  property,  fix  tlie  just  ratio  of  taxes; 


is  llie  improvement  of  tlie  revenues,  now  tlireaten- 
ed  with  some  embarrasment,  by  the  drain  of  specie, 
to  supply  mercantile  and  otlier  demands,  with  the 
conse>[;ient  deficiency  of  a  circulating  medium,  in 
whicii  all  parts  of  the  community  place  equal  confi- 
dence. All  these  are  topics  that  'will  probably  en- 
gage your  early  attention. 

The  voice  of  the  people  has  called  me  to  the 
head  of  the  executive  department.  Having,  for 
several  years,  occupied  a  liigh  station  in  the  com- 
monwealtii,  the  state  of  the  votes,  considering  the. 
respectability  of  my  competitor,  is  suc'.i  as  seems  to 
and  lui^ke  suctt  iioerul  appropriations,  as  a  well  di- 1  sa\,  my  services  have  been  approved.  I  hope 
g-.'sted,  and  well  regulated  economy,  siiall  dictate;  j  therefore,  1  may  without  presumption,  indulge  a 
w-iicii  shall  not  defeat  their  object,  by  tlieir  parsi-! sentiment  of  self  approbation,  at  this  new  mark  of 
moiiv;  nor  (iisgrace  }  ou  by  their  [)rodigalil:y.  confidence.     Tlie  heart  must  be  cold  and  misanthro- 

Tue  state  looks  to  you  for  such  assis'Lance,  as  lies  pic,  indeed,  that  would  not  feel  some  exultation,  in 


ill  your  power,  towards   extending-  t!ie   benefiis  of 
/jducation  and   knowledge;  the  glory  and  ultimate 
In  your  fostering  care,   inge 


s:ifety  of  republics 


such  a  demonstration  of  public  esteem. 

An  election  to  the  chief  mag-istracy,  liespeaks  the 

hopes  of  the  people,  that  it  j  duties  will  be  rlischarg- 
uuity  and  the  useful  arcs  expect  encotu'iigement.!  ed,  to  the  honor  of  the  stat-e,  and  of  the  elected.  I 
I'iie  pious  expect  from  your  vigilance,  that  no  one '  stand  pledged  for  my  best  endeavors,  that,  in  me 
sIialKlare  disturb  their  adoration  of  the  Deity,  in  the  these  hopes  shall  nci:  be  altogether  disappointed, 
waj  that  the  conscience  of  each  sh.iJl  prefer.  In  I  Yet  it  will  evidently  be  my  misfortune,  in  the  course 
fine  every  one,  citizen  and  straiigcr,  whether  at-! of  my  term  of  service,  if  my  abilities  have  been 
tempting  to  better  his  worldly  contlition,  or  seek- 'overrated. 

ing  ihe  sol.ace  of  religion,  against  the  calamities  ofj      The  honor  of  this  trust,  is  a  povrcrful  incitement 
i'le,  relies  on  the   laws  for   fiberty  to  pursue  his  to  my  ambition  of  being  useful.     1  will  take  this  op- 


happiiiess  in  tlie  way  he  thinks  proper;  so  long  as 
Jie  shall  not  encroach  on  the  liberty  of  another. 
In  tiie  execution  of  your   duties,   it  will  not  es- 


cape your  observation,  that  since  the  formation  of  pret-i's  of  m}'  sincerity 


portunity  of  assuring  you  and  your  constituents 
through  you  of  my  grateful  sense  of  the  preference; 
and  refer  you  ami  them  to  my  future  conduct,  for 


our  state  government,  many  circumstances  have 
materially  cnanged  our  condition;  particularly  an 
increased  and  extended  cuhivation  of  the  soil;  new 
rnanuf.iCtories;  augmented  commerce;  and  a  popu- 
lation multi-plied  beyond  the  dreams  of  ths  most 
sanguine  calculator. 

In  respeci.  to  that  highly  important  feature  of  our 
constitution,  the  judiciary  es  abhshment,  important 
duties  devolve  on  the  legislature.  The  appoint- 
ment of  judges  of  the  courts  of  record  is  intrusted 
to  you;  and  it  were  devoutly  to  be  wisned  that  so 
much  discretion  may  alw;i\s  guide  your  choice, 
that  }our  respective  powers  to  impeach  and  to  ti-y, 
may  j'arely  need  to  be  exercised  against  a  judge, 
ThUc  111  addition  to  purity  of  character,  wisdom,  and 
legal  accpiirenieiils  may  receive  due  allention  in 
ycur  selections:  so  sh;dl  you  imparl  additional  con-!  which  must  result  from  magnammous  and  patriot 


Literally  just  leaving  the  bench  to  assume  my 
new  station  there  may  be  subjects  immediately  de- 
manding your  attention,  with  which  my  judicial  vo- 
cations have  left  me  little  leisure  to  become  acquain- 
ted: of  all  such,  however,  1  trust  my  predecessor 
has  informed  you,  .so  faras  become  the  (Uity  of  the 
governor.  Such  information,  affecting  the  interest 
of  the  state,  as  shall  appear  to  me  important  for  you 
to  possess,  and  which  my  late  situation,  my  experi- 
ence and  ol^servation  may  have  enabled  me  to  ac- 
quire, shall  be  the  subjects  of  future  communica- 
tions. 

It  would  be  idle  to  expect  perfect  unanimity  on 
every  occasion,  in  so  large  an  assembly,  however 


devoted  its  members  may  be  to  the  public  welfare 
Yet  siificr  me  to  anticipate  th.d  kind  of  harmony 


ic 


fidence  in  the  government,  by  ccnnmilting  tUe  expo 
sitioii  and  sentence  of  the  law,  to  a  judici-."y  of 
e;i  ighteueil  capacny,  and  of  incorruptible  intcg- 
ri'v. 


zeal,  enlarged  views,  and  public  virtue  in  your  coun- 
cils. Purity  of  intention  wdl  palliate  or  e.s:cuse 
our  errors;  'but  a  dereliction  of  correct  principles, 
in   public  service,  is  so  much  more  inexcusHblf 
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than  in  private  transiictions  as  the  injiuT  is  moi-e  ex-.  The  most,  perhaps  tlie  only  proper  objects  of 
' '"  '  '  ■  '  '  ■-  :.-  .iiv„<„  ''"■■-*■•■  I  taxation,  are  property  and  income;  and  it  is  sub- 
mitted whether  i  would  not  be  most  consistent  with 
justice  and  sound  pohc},  in  the  present  i)0Stur(:  of 
affairs,  to  rehnqiii'ih,  on  ecjuituble  terms,  to  those 
banks  who  may  ask  it,  what  is  usually  called  the  bo- 
nus, substituting-   a  tax  on  their  real  estate  and  a 


tensive;  and  liable  to  involve,  in  its  effects,  the  inter- 
est and  ha[)pinfcss  of  many  more  individuals.  I  co.i- 
fidently  hope  that,  your  task  here  being-uccomphsn- 
d,  you  will  return  to  your  constituents^  approved 
:uid  applauded;  with  consciences  void  of  reproach: 
the  acknowledged  best  sources  of  consolation  and 


happinesss  here,  and  of  hope  for  hereafter,  from  the  j  rate  on  their  dividend,  whereby  they  may  be  sub- 
goodness  of  tiKit  Almig-lity  Being',  to  whom  wc  owe  ijected  to  that  just  portion  of  the  public  "burthens 
the  most  perfect  gratitude.  j  which  they  oug-ht  to    ear,  in  support  of  the  .q-ovcrn- 

I  nient  that  protects  them,  and  to  whicii,  if  the  fore- 


GOV.  BROWN'S  MESSAGE. 

Fellow-  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  principal  source  of  revenue,  to  the  state 
;reasury  is  a  tax  upon  land;  the  existing  laws,  rclat- 
iing  thereto,  are  recommended  to  tlie  attention  of 
the  legislature,  as  regards  the  system  of  assessmeiu 
and  collection.  The  Auditor's  and  Treasurer's 
statements,  and  your  own  particular  observation, 
will  point  out  the  defects;  and  your  g<;od  sense  will 
suggest  the  remed}'.  In  a  former  report,  the  Audi- 
tor iias  recommended  to  lessen  the  expense  of  col- 
lection, by  suppressing  the  office  of  the  collector  of 
the  taxes  of  non-residents.  The  situation  of  the 
seat  of  government  renders  the  method,  there  pro- 
posed, very  feasible;  and  not  inconvenient  to  the 
non-resident  proprietors,  unless  within  the  Western 
lleserve,  which  may  form  an  exception. 

Another  source,  from  whence  it  has  been  expect- 
ed to  derive  a  grand  income  to  the  state,  is  a  tax  on 
banks;  or  an  equivalent  in  the  stack  of  those  insti- 
tutioiis.  The  former  great  prorits  ;iccruing_  to 
stockliolders,  in  tins  suite,  from  that  kind  of  In- 
vestment of  capital,  had  raised  the  hope,  that  tiie 
policy  adopted  in  this  respect,  would,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  relieve  the  landed  proprietors  from 
the  principal  part  of  the  expenses  of  govuriimenl. 
'Hiesc  hopes  and  expectations  now  threaten  to  be 
in  a  great  measure,  delusive.  It  seems  now  too 
p.dpable  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  the  oanks,  ^'ith 
few  exceptions,  in  this  state,  and  our  neighborhood, 
avaUing  themselves  of  their  credit,  and  some  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments  during  the  late  war, 
have  expended  their  discounts,  beyond  the  length 
of  prudence,  and  made  issues  of  bank  notes  loo 
excessive  for  their  stock  .ind  deposits  immediately 
to  redeem,  under  the  present  pressure:  while  the 
condition  of  our  part  of  the  country,  labouring  un- 
der an  inprovident  balance   of  trade,  together  with 


going  principle  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  objec. 
tion,  bank  stock  being  productive  property. 

In  addition  to  these  reasons,  for  adopting  the 
above  measure,  I  respectfully  offer,  for  your  con- 
sideration, whether  a  bonus,  for  the  gnint  or  ex- 
tension of  a  charter,  be  not  an  expedient  mistliie- 
vous  in  its  nature,  incorrect  in  principle,  andif  di- 
vested of  sophistical  apparel,  a  sale  of  an  indul- 
gence,  unet|ual  in  its  operation,  and  a  precedent 
tending  to  corruption. 

Since  tlic  incorporation  of  the  bank  of  the  Uiii- 
te<l  States,  and  since  the  passage  of  the  present  law 
of  this  state  against  unauthorized  banking  compa- 
nies, that  institution  has  established,  without  ask- 
ing leave,  two  agencies,  or  branches,  organized  or 
acting  in  most  respects,  like  corporations  enacted 
within  our  sovereignty;  over  whose  charter,  and 
over  the  conduct  of  whose  officers,  we  liave  no 
control;  whose  course  of  proceeding,  t'le  state  banks 
loudly  complain  cramps  the  operations,  and  dimin- 
ishes the  profits  of  tlie  latter,  as  well  as  impairs  the 
state  revenues  arising-  from  these  sources.  Tlie 
particular  circumstances  of  those  branches  ha-,e 
enabled  them  to  make  an  extraordinary  pressure 
on  the  other  banks,  which  generosity  might  pre- 
vent them  from  urging;  yet  justice  at  tfie  same  time 
requires  a  fulfilment  of  just  and  legal  engagements; 
though  the  evidence  be  in  the  hands  of  rna!  ban- 
kers, whose  competition  diminishes  the  profits  of 
the  debtor. 

It  cannot  fail  of  being  perceived  by  the  legisla- 
ture that  this  control,  over  the  local  banks,  is  but 
one  specimen  of  the  po'-ers  of  that  gigai.cic  estah- 
lishment;  and  of  the  actiia!  and  iucreasing  in/iu- 
iiwce  whicli  may  be  exerted  by  the  parent  bank, 
thro!ig]itli;s  affiliation  of  a  numerous  family,  over 
our  monled  concerns,  our  commerce,  manufiictures, 
and  agriculture,  beneficial  or  injurio':s  to  our  j)ros- 
perity,  according  as  wisdom,   or  Ci'.pri.ce   mav  dic- 


the  withdrawal  from   circulation  of  large  sums  paid;  tate,  for  the  inunediale  or  ultimnte  benefits  of  the 


for  public  lands,  forbid  the  rapid  collection  of  their 
.loans,  unless  they  should  ruin  or  greatly  distress 
♦heir  customers.  The  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments furnished  a  test,  which  some  of  the  very  nu- 
merous biuiking  associations  in  this  sta'e  could  not 
withstand.  Many  more  will,  probably,  find  it  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  close  their  concerns,  as  soon 
as  their  condition  shall  admit.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  public  will  experience  the  inconvenience  and 
distress,  that  follows  the   sudden   abstraction  from  j  considerable  sensation,    not   ai«'avs  projjerly  exci- 


bank  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  V.-arring 
with  experience  to  expect,  from  monied  institu- 
tions, greater  than  ordinary  sacrifices  on  the  altar 
of  patriotism,  institutions  to  whose  interests  no 
circumstances  c.\n  be  more  favorable  than  mono- 
poly: their  obvious  and  avowed  objects  being-  the 
weakh  and  profits  to  be  derived  from  their  capital, 
credit,  and  other  .advantages. 

The  imjjortance  of  the  subject,  as  wel'    as  the 


circulation,  of  so  great  a  quantity  of  the  medium  of 
exchange.  The  constant  attendant,  on  such  e- 
vents,  is,  that  from  a  lessened  confidence  in  paper 
credit,  individuals  will  eagerly  engross  the  precious 
metals,  and  by  hoarding  Ihem  produce  an  artificial, 
in  addition  to  the  real  scarcity  of  coin.  For  these 
evils  time,  with  industry,  and  frug:dity,  on  the  part 
of  our  citizens,  will  furnish  a  remely;  which  will 
still  be  incomplete,  till  cxportations  equivalent  to 
the  importations,  shall  produce  a  commercial  equi- 
poise. There  would  be  a  great  poir.t  gained,  if  tlie 
legislature,  in  the  mean  time,  could  prevent  an  in- 
CTease  of  thc^e  difficukies. 


ted,  which  it  has  produced  anioijg  The  peopje,  de- 
serve your  most  cool,  and  tho:igii!,fiil  deliberations 
and  reflections,  that  no  hasty  or  intemperate  mea- 
sures be  resolved  on. 

The  power  of  incorpor.iting  was  held,  bv  a  for- 
mer congress,  to  be  a  high  attribute  of  sovereigntv, 
not  specially  delegated  to  the  genera!  govermiicit; 
and  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tlie'  old  United 
States'  bank  accordingly  refised.  .\  subsequent 
congress  deemed  that  decision  erroneous;  an.!  t!i:it 
the  power  was  granted  by  implication.  At  u '-ery 
e;u-ly  period  of  the  federal  govcrnmcnv,  some  oT'Le 
!  most  enlightened  statesmeuj  this  country  hi; .  ever 
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produced,  ditlorcd  ciuircly  on  iii  .■•invitiOu^r. 

ty  of  the  measure.  With  such  high  autliority  on 
both  sides,  we  may  well  pause,  before  we  decide; 
and  though  it  should  prove  a  practical  evil,  jea- 
lous as  we  may  be  for  the  state  sovereignty,  I 
should  recommend  an  acquiescence  in  the  act  of 
congress,  while  the  question  thus  remains  dubious, 
rather  than  risk  any  collision  with  the  general  go- 
vernment, or  hazard  the  reputation  of  the  state; 
keeping  a  watchful  eye  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  abuse  of  wliat  threatens  to  become,  an  al- 
most oversvhelming  influence. 

But  whether  the  branches  remain  among  us,  of 
right,  or  by  permission,  and  while  the  state  banks 
are  subjected  to  the  imposition  of  taxes,  or  an  equi- 
Talent,  there  appears  no  evident  reason  why  those 
branches  should  be  exempt  Their  exemption 
■woiddbe  a  partiality,  unjust  to  the  local  banks;  and 
a  fundamental  pnnciple  should  not  be  neglected 
for  the  case  of  a  tetnjjorary  expedient,  of  doubtful 
utility.  The  objections  must  be  principally  reduc- 
ed to  your  power  to  tax  the  stock  or  income  of  a 
company  chartered  by  congress;  and  to  the  pro- 
priety of  taxing  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
vested  in  that  concern. 

As  to  the  power:  a  grant  of  corporate  privileges, 
orof  property,  vithin  our  jurisdiction,  b}'  that  au- 
thority, can  sciucely  be  maintained  to  absolve,  un- 
less by  compact,  the  property  or  income  from  char- 
ges for  state  purposes.  The  bonus  and  promised 
loans  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  consideration,  in  lieu 
of  all  state  taxes.  The  power  of  congress  to  lay 
taxes,  and  levy  duties  on  imports,  has  never  been 
held  so  far  exclusive,  as  to  prevent  our  realizing  a 
tax  on  land,  or  a  duty  on  tlie  retailer  of  foreign 
merchandise.  On  the  latter  point,  even  conceding 
the  impropriety  of  taxing  the  income  or  property 
of  the  United  States,  where  it  can  be  distinguished, 
yet  in  extending  the  principle  of  such  objection,  in 
this  case,  it  v,-ould  run  into  this  manifest  absurdity; 
that  if  the  United  States  form  a  partnershij),  in  a 
ftind,  otherwise  a  proper  and  legal  object  of  taxa- 
tion, and  their  shares  be  so  involved  that  it  cannot 
readily  be  distinguished;  then  by  their  interest  of  a 
single  dollar  in  that  fund  they  may  protect  millions 
from  furnishing  their  proper  proportion  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  extravagant  number  of  banks,  in  this,  as  well 
as  other  states,  in  addition  to  the  evil  of  banishing 
an  universal  medium  from  common  circulation,  by 
substituting  aij  excessive  quantity  of  bank  notes, 
has  rendered  it  impossible,  by  reason  of  their  varie- 
ty and  multifariousness,  for  the  majority  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  honest  citizens,  who  form  so  large  and 
valuable  a  proportion  of  our  popidation,  to  discri- 
ininate  betv.een  the  genuine  and  the  counterfeit; 
the  solvent  and  the  bankrupt;  thereby  putting  it 
in  the  power  of  unprinci])led  avarice  to  prey  upon 
the  community  by  forgeries  and  swindling;  to  the 
rain  of  individuals,  and  injury  of  mercantile  confi- 
dence and  credit. 

The  erection  of  a  bank  without  a  solid  capital, 
and  a  large  store  of  the  precious  metals,  in  a  |jluce 
where  no  active  trade  gives  quick  circulatior>,  some- 
times produces  in  its  neighborhood,  by  the  loans 
of  its  credit,  an  air  of  deceptions  plausibility;  for  a 
heasonan  hot- bed  growth,  vvhqse  plants  must  shrink 
and  wither  before  the  firtit  rude  bla.st  of  adverse 
circumstances.  The  general  assembly  has  iatel} 
been  moi-c  cautious  of  gi-sniing  these  incorpora- 
tions, not  without  the  murmurs  of  the  disappointed, 
as  the  alleged  inequality,  and  pretended  fvoritism, 
making  a  trade  l4wful  tor  some,  and  prohibiting  it 
to  others- 


Asa. 'uiei't.i- suine,  and  a  pnvi  iicative  to  many 
of  the  mischiefs  above  described,  it  has  been  pro- 
posed by  some  persons  of  judgment  and  experi- 
ence, to  establish  a  suite  bank,  so  soon  astlie  period 
shall  be  propitious  forthe  underiaking.  Tlie  argu- 
ments  in  favor  of  the  measure,  usually  are,  that 
such  a  bank,  placed  under  tlie  immediate  annual  in- 
spection of  the  government  interested  in  its  good 
management,  would  receive  greater  confidence  in 
ilssubility;  that  it  would  lessen  the  danger  of  coun^ 
te-.feits;  that  profit  would  naturally  lead  its  dij-ec- 
tory  to  establish  offices  of  discount  and  cleposite 
where  they  would  be  most  useful;  w hich  would  as 
naturally  be  at  places  most  advantageous  to  com- 
merce, wliere  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  would 
repair  in  search  of  market;  that  under  proper  re- 
gulations and  restrictions,  it  would  induce  present 
holders  of  bank  stock,  on  the  dissolution  of  tiieir 
(■oinpanies,  as  well  as  other  capitulisis,  to  vest  their 
funds  in  this,  as  a  secure  establishment ;  that  it 
would  remove  jealousy  of  legislative  partialitv,  and 
prove  an  assistance  to  the  treasury.  The  wisdom 
of  the  legislature,  aided  by  the  experience  of  some 
of  its  members,  will  enable  them  to  judge  ofUie 
propriety  of  the  measure,  and  of  its  time. 

I'lie  law,  Ligaiust  authorized  banking  companies, 
hasprohabh  been  of  partial  though  not  total  bene- 
fit in  its  purpose  of  preventing  impositions  on  a 
confiding  public.  1  consider  it,  however,  deplora- 
ble, if  a  restrictive  act  cannot  be  enforced  widiout 
adopting  a  pnnciple  so  undermining  to  the  morals 
of  society,  as  making  it  the  interest  of  a  person  not 
to  redeem  his  pledge  of  honor  for  the  repayment  of 
an  actual  loan  of  money,  or  of  credit,  for  which  he 
has  received  value,  from  the  ignorant  and  unde- 
signiiig:  thereby  disabhng  the  lender  from  redeem- 
ing his  notes,  and  rewardingthe  debtor  for  his  par- 
ticipation in  the  oflence;  and  for  the  injury  which 
he  has  contributed  to  increase,  by  palming  the  ob- 
noxious piqjer  upon  the  credulous  dupes  of  his  kna- 
very.^ 

Money  has  become  an  article  of  commerce;  its 
quantity  in  the  community,  and  consequently  its  va- 
lue, are  fluctuating.  In  the  present  state  of  the  ci- 
vilized world,  it  circulates  like  a  vital  principle  to 
industry,  and  as  has  been  well  observed,  when  un- 
restrained by  legal  impediments,  like  water,  will 
find  its  own  level.  Laws  regulating  the  interest  of 
money  prescribe  an  arbitrary  rate;  but  cannot  fix 
the  estimate  of  lenders  and  borrowers;  it  is  proper- 
ty, of  wliich  the  owner  conceives  he  has  a  kind  of 
natural  right  to  make  the  most  profit;  no  reason  but 
generosity  can  induce  him  to  lend  it  at  six  per  cent, 
when  he  can  gain  more  by  a  different  use;  besides 
which  in  common  dealings,  the  profit  is  always  ex- 
pected to  bear  some  proportion  to  the  risk;"  it  is 
matter  of  calculation  with  the  borrower,  as  well  as 
in  other  transactions,  what  advantage  he  can  dcri-.e; 
if  for  speculation,  his  prospect  of  gain;  if  in  distress, 
his  sacrifices  will  be  his  criterion. 

There  seems  to  be  much  coincidence  of  opinion, 
at  this  day,  among  ])rartical  men,  that  laws  restrain- 
ing the  rate  of  interest,  operate  injuriously  to  the 
borrower,  whom  they  are  intended  to  benefit.  Lat- 
terly the  accommodation  of  loans  among  the  coun- 
try inhabitants  lias  grown  less  frequent  than  former- 
ly. The  numerous  profitable  ways  of  investing  ca- 
pital, in  our  parLi(.-ular  (juartcr,  are  opposed  to  tliese 
accomniodalioni.  The  usu:d  ru.le  of  bank  dividends 
miglitof.en,  with  good  security,  procure  the  loan; 
but  this  being  prohibited,  the  mnnicd  man  may  find 
his  account  in  })urchas:ng  at  a  forced  sale,  tJie  pro- 
perty of  the  api'licant,  at  much  less  than  its  real  va- 
lue; added  to  \shicl;  the  odium  the  law  would  at- 
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tacii  to  tlie  excess  above  its  ideal  sta  idard  of  th-- 
woi'thof  the  use  of  money;  and  the  hazard  of  the 
penalty;  uU  conspire  to  increase  the  premium,  di- 
minishing the  profits  of  mercantile  enterprise,  and 
increasing'  the  load  of  distresses. — A  meritorious 
class  of  citizens,  the  industrious  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  whose  failure  of  payment  is  a  forfeiture, 
disappointed  perhaps  in  reasonable  expectations, 
must  therefore  apply  to  the  banks  for  loans,  on  short 
credit,  or  submit  to  the  exactions,  occasioned  by 
this  state  of  things. 

There  is  also  an  obvious  fact  that  deserves  to  be 
considered.  Laws,  tho' they  may  restrain,  cannot, 
in  eHect,  prevent  the  practice  of  taking  illegal  inter- 
est, so  long  as  avarice  stinmlates  so  large  a  portion 
of  mankind,  as  it  iiow  does,  especially  as  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  people  holds  it  dishonorable  to 
enforce  the  penalty.  The  means  of  evasion  are  so 
numerous,  and  so  familiar  to  the  money  dealers,  that 
caution,  in  this  respect,  becomes  chiefly  useless;  un- 
less we  should  prevent  contracts  far  real  estate,  and 
reverse  the  laws  and  principles  of  mercantile  trans- 
actions, received  throughtmt  the  commercial  world. 

Better  for  the  respectability  of  a  government,  for 
the  honor  and  virtue  of  its  citizens,  that  an  act  had 
never  been  passed,  than  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  on 
the  statute  book,  to  be  held  in  contempt;  or  to  be 
revived  as  the  instrument  of  the  baser  passions,  and 
entrap  the  unwary. 

The  price  of  money,  like  other  commodities,  de- 
pends on  the  demand  and  supply.  Though  the 
event  of  its  scarcity  has  here  raised  its  estimate  a- 
bove,  yet  instances  have  occurred  that  the  plenty 
has  elsewhere,  depressed  it  below  the  legal  stand- 
are  of  interest. 

In  suggesting  for  your  consideration,  these  ideas, 
not  novel,  but  in  my  opinion,  forcible,  I  appeal  with 
deference  to  your  opinion,  whether  it  would  not  be 
for  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  j'oung  state,  to 
lead  the  way  in  abolishing  this  remnant  of  ancient 
prejudice,  by  repealing  the  usury  laws. 

To  promote  the  facility  of  collecting,  and  the 
abilitj' of  the  citizens  to  pay  the  state  requisitions 
for  ordinary,  and  extraordinary  purposes,  as  well 
as  to  pi'omote  industry,  that  real  wealth  of  nations, 
and  remove  the  temporary  embarrassments  in  the 
circulating  medium,  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of 
this  communication,  the  improvement  of  the  inter- 
jial  communications,  and  the  facility  of  reaching  a 
market,  are  of  immense  importance.  In  all  coun- 
tries, but  especially  our  internal  and  agricultural 
situations,  they  appear  to  be  among  the  first  objects 
of  political  economy.  Our  present  road  laws  are 
recommended  to  the  revision  of  the  legislature, 
whose  wisdom  and  experience  will  observe  the  un- 
equal bui-thens  they  impose  on  the  resident  and 
non-resident  proprietors,  or  individuals,  with  and 
without  property,  and  also  how  little  eifectnal  they 
are  for  any  extensive  or  permanent  improvement 
of  the  highways.  It  would  seem  in  this  article,  as 
in  others,  more  consistent  with  equity  and  justice, 
that  the  contributions  or  services  should  be  better 
proportioned  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived,  and  to 
vhe  ability  to  pay  and  perform.  The  execution  of 
these  public  works,  under  a  more  general  superin- 
tendance,  may  be  more  economical  than  the  present 
practice,  as  better  adapted  to  attain  the  objects  of 
permanence  and  saving,  by  improving  the  roads  up- 
on a  more  uniform  system  and  u]jon  a  scale  more 
commensurate  with  their  general  concern,  and  util- 
ity. 

It  is  supposed  that  a  tax  on  law  process  and  pro 
ceedings,    ju'liciously    digested,   would  go  far  to- 
\vards  defraying;  the   expense  of  the  juiiiciary  cs- 


lablishnient;  and  throw  the  weight  of  most  of  that 
expenditure  on  the  litigious,  where  it  principally 


oughi  to  fall 


I  ask  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  subject 
of  our  laws  for  the  support  of  the  poor;  whose  pro- 
visions and  operations  appear  to  me,  in  several  par- 
ticulars, objectionable.  Notwithstanding  t.'ie  va- 
riety of  resources  afforded  in  our  state,  to  the  in- 
dustrious, the  burden  of  the  poor  is  already  consi- 
derable, in  some  places  owing  is  some  degree,  t« 
the  partial  effect  of  these  laws,  throwing  the  charge 
of  persons  arriving  in  distress,  on  certain  points 
where  humanity  and  hospitality  forbid  their  being 
thrust  out.  The  odier  parts  of  the  country  hav© 
equall}'  held  out  an  invitation  to  these  adventurers: 
the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  friendless  stran- 
ger, and  tlie  sale  of  him  to  the  lowest  bidder,  fre-. 
quently  least  proper  to  take  charge,  are  offensive 
to  charity;  and  the  expense  of  a  litigated  settlement 
of  a  pauper,  greater  sometimes  than  that  of  his  sup- 
port. The  collections  and  appropriations  for  the 
poor  consumes  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  taxes 
laid  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  distressed. 
It  will  merit  your  consideration,  whether  any  al- 
terations  be  necessary  in  the  law  relating  to  poor 
houses,  so  that  a  reputable  retreat  may  be  provided 
for  the  necessitous,  where  their  comforts  and  wants 
can  be  attended  to,  occupation  furnished  suited  to 
their  health  and  strength;  and  where  it  is  belie\ed, 
they  Can  be  supported,  at  much  less  cost  than  the 
amount  of  the  common  poor  tax.  Larg-e  districts 
will  probably  better  accomplish  these  objects  than 
small.  If  I  have  been  correctly  informed,  success 
has  attended  similar  plans  in  other  places, 

There  is  no  department  of  the  government  whose 
administration  more  immediately  afteits  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants,  than  the 
judicial;  as  such,  it  will  always  merit  and  receive 
from  the  legislature,  an  extraordinary  share  of  at- 
tention. The  distribution  of  jurisdiction,  among 
the  courts,  and  the  definition  of  their  respective 
powers,  are  by  the  constitution,  subjects  of  legisla- 
tive provision.  A  few  remarks,  therefore,  which 
my  observation  and  expeiience,  in  the  station  I 
lately  held,  have  enabled  me  to  make,  relating  t» 
our  courts  of  justice,  may  be  acceptable  to  the 
general  assembly. 

As  in  the  formation  of  our  constitution,  the  pre- 
sent plan  was  an  experiment  somewhat  new  in  its 
nature,  the  lessons  of  experience  must  on  this  to- 
pic be  the  more  interesting.  Some  of  the  defects 
are  irremediable  by  the  legislature;  but  they  are 
severely  felt;  and  will  become  more  so,  as  our  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  extends,  and  population  en- 
creases;  so  as  indispensably  to  require  the  call  of  a 
convention  at  no  great  distance  of  time;  but  whe- 
ther the  present  period  be  favcn-able  to  submit  this 
question  to  the  people,  it  is  \our  constitu'ionul  of- 
fice to  decide:  there  is  no  reason  to  me  suflicientlv 
apparent,  why  it  should  be  delayed. 

But  without  prejudice  to  that  question,  and  es- 
pecially if  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  postpone 
it,  I  resjiectfully  off'er  for  your  consideration  whe- 
ther some  amendment  be  not  necessary  in  the  ex- 
isting laws  relating  to  that  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Tiiere  are  some  principles  of  practice  applicable 
to  all  active  situations,  in  public  and  private  aff"airs; 
it  is  generally  found  injurious  to  tlie  correct  dis- 
patcli  of  much  business,  to  ch.arge  one  person  or  one 
department,  with  too  great  a  variety  of  concerns, 
materl.illy  different  in  their  nature.  The  courts  of 
record  of  this  state,  liave  coij-nizanc?  ofci'ses  at  law, 
both  civil  and  ciimiuul;  and  also    in  equity.     The 
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snccessful  policy  of  some  of  our  sister  states  lia.s 
been  to  separate  the   latter  jurisdiction  from  the 
former,  by  coiifidinj:^  it  to  a  separate  tribunal.     Pro- 
ceedings in  equity  have  been  proverbially  long  and 
tedious;  some  of  the  most  important  questions  tha 
are  litig'ated;  both  in  principle  and  amount,  are  re- 
ferred {•)  the  court  of  chancery.     The  collection  of 
the  evidence;  the  preparation  of  the  cause;  the  re- 
search  and  reflection   necessary  to  test  cases,  fre- 
quently new  by  coirect  principles  of  jurisprudence, 
all  tend  inevitably  to  protract  the  proceedings  so 
Jong  as  it  is  better  that  l)usiness  should  be  well  ra- 
ther than  hastily  done.     A  reference  to  the  com- 
mon train  of  business  in  the  courts  will  exhibit  the 
inconvenience  that  attends  our  system;  and  the  al- 
most intolerable  delay  which,  in  some  places,  is  the 
consequence.     We  there  witness  adocket  of  cau-j 
ses  of  various  character;  and  when  a  chancery  cause  1 
occurs,  it  must  be  postponed  to  tlie  rest,  or  if  pro- 1 
ceeded  in,  a  crowd  of  witnesses,  jurors  and  suitors, ; 
attending-  on  cases  at  law,  are  detained,  at  an  im-l 
mense  cost  to  themselves  and  the  public;  not  to  men- 1 
tion  that  some  prisoner,  perhaps  unjustly  accused,] 
may  lie  in  gaol  till  another  term,  for  want  of  time; ' 
unless  the  hearing  and  examination  of  the  cause  be 
interrupted. 

In  the  county  of  Hamilton,  so  great  has  been  the 
press  of  business,  that  notwitlistanding  successive 
sessions  of  the  connnon  pleas  for  four  and  five  weeks 
at  a  time,  causes  in  chancery  have  been  suspended 
for  years.  This  state  of  things  requires  a  cure;  of 
■what  nature,  it  remains  with  the  general  assembly 
to  determine. 

If  a  chancellor  were  appointed,  to  hold  a  court  in 
each  circuit  of  the  common  pleas,  from  wjiose  de- 
cision an  appeal  might  be  had  to  the  supreme  court, 
the  operation  of  such  a  ])lan  would  be  more  likely^ 
to  give  general  satisfaction,  at  no  greater  cost  to 
the  public;  much  of  the  inconvenience  and  mischief; 
of  hurry  would  be  avoitled,  as  well  as  the  delay,  I 
which  you  are  bound  to  prevent  by  every  mean  inj 
your  power  which  your  judgment  shall  sanction. 

In  the  multifarious  jurisdiction  of  the  covut  of 
common  pleas,  is  the  probate  business,  which  the 
constitution  has  injudiciously  placed  there  beyond 
legislative  disposal:  but  I  submit,  for  your  opinion,] 
wiietlier  great  rehef  may  not  be  given  to  suitors, ' 
v-itnesses  and  jurors  in  that  court,  by  establisliing,^ 
in  so  large  a  town  as  Cincinnati,  an  inferior  court  of 
criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction,  for  the  trial  of  minor, 
offences,  and  recovery  of  small  debts. 

Jurisprudists  are,  in  general,  agreed,  that  a  court 
of  appeals,  and  for  the  correction  of  errors,  which 
decides  in  the  last  resorts,  and  to  which  tlie  coun- 
try looks  for  the  deliberate,  mature  and  enhghten- 
ed  interpretation  of  the  laws,  should  not,  unless  in 
very  pecidiar  cases,  hold  trial  of  matters  of  fact;  nor 
be  of  the  itinerant  cliaractcr  of  our  supreme  courts; 
this,  however,  under  existing  provisions,  must  be 
li»>Id  once  a )ear  in  each  count) ;  employing  at.  pre- 
sent more  tlian  eight  months  in  every  twelve,  in  as- 
siduous labors. 

In  order  to  enable  that  court  to  attain  in  some 
measure,  the  great  end,  which  was,  or  should  have 
been  int&nded,  permit  me  to  propose  that  jury  tri- 
als before  that  tribunal  be  di;;continued.  The  trial 
by  jury  is  guaranteed  by  the  constitution;  l)ut  not 
3\\  unnecessary  and  expensive  multiplication  of  tri- 
als of  the  same  facts.  The  court  of  common  picas, 
where  most  of  the  causes  in  the  supreme  courts 
originate,  is  by  law  acknowledged  competent  to 
the^trlal  of  these  fact.s;  its  jury  can  there  well  ascer- 
tain them,  and  when  the  verdicts  shall  not,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  the  judges,   render  complete  justice,   a 


new  trial  can  there  be  granted:  an  erroneous  deci- 
sion of  the  common  pleas  can  be  reversed  in  the 
supreme  court;  and  equally  well  as  at  jn-esent,  can 
the  parties  have  a  fair  trial  of  the  facts  and  the  law 
in  their  case.  The  vexations  delay  arising  from 
tlie  present  mode;  the  compulsory'  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  jurors,  in  causes  that  have  been  once 
or  oftcner  fairly  tried,  frequently  of  inconsiderable 
amount,  and  sometimes  instituted  to  gratify  the 
worse  and  baser  passions,  woulil  be  avoided  with- 
out abridging  a  single  just  right,  though  at  the  same 
time  preventing  a  vexatious  expense  of  time  and 
money;  not  felt  indeed  immediately  at  the  treasury, 
but  severely  by  many  individuals. ' 

Complaints  apparently  just,  have  often  been 
made  of  the  abuse  of  the  writs  of  injunction;  sus- 
pending the  collection  of  just  debts.  This  subject, 
most  likely,  escaped  the  attention  of  a  former  legis- 
lature— else  it  is  probable  a  dela)'  by  this  mean, 
would  have  incurred  the  sa?Tie  penalty  as  provided 
in  case  of  appeals.  Writs  of  error,  are  also  of  this 
class. 

With  all  due  respect  for  the  associate  nidges,  it 
is  not  presumable  that  they,  being  usually  educa- 
ted for  the  common  walks  of  life,  should  be  famil- 
iar with  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  and  the 
proceedings  in  a  co\irt  of  chancery.  In  relieving 
tiiem  from  the  task  of  allowing  injunctions,  and 
confining  that  power  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  presidents  of  the  conunon  pleas,  the  be- 
nefit of  the  restriction,  it  is  thought,  would  more 
than  balance  the  inconvenience. 

It  \f,  :i  mutter  of  very  general  observation,  that  the 
reluct;^ncc  sometimes  discovered  in  juries  to  con- 
vict of  capital  offences,  may  be  ascribed,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  severity  of  the  punishment.  When 
this  occurs,  tlie  salutar}-  purpose  of  reformation,  is 
so  i'i'.v  defeated  by  impunity 

The  frightful  catalog-uc  or  instances,  where  per- 
sons iiave  suifered  death  for  imputed  crimes,  of 
which  tliey  were  aferwards  found  innocent,  when 
mercy  came  too  late,  presents  a  subject  for  serious 
contemplation.  You  are  requested  to  advise  whe- 
ther the  present  state  of  society  will  admit  of  to- 
tally abolishing  capital  punishments. 

To  enable  the  state  at  all  times  to  command  for 
the  service  of  the  bench,  the  talents  of  her  most 
enlightened  and  learned  citizens,  :uid  in  justice  to 
the  fulfibnent  of  arduous  duties  and  to  high  respon- 
sibility, it  is  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  whether  an  increase  of  salary  to  the 
judges  of  tlie  supreme  court,  and  presidents  of  the 
court  of  common  ijleas,  more  commensurate  with 
tiic'ir  increased  hibours,  and  the  enhanced  cost  of 
living,  be  not  adviseable. 

ETHAN  A.  BROWN. 
December  16th,  1818. 

COVERVOU'S  MESSAGE. 

7'u  the  senate  and  home  of  representntives. 

It  is  admitted  almost  without  contradiction,  as 
a  g'^neral  and  abstract  proposition,  that  education  is 
of  [irimary  uiilily  to  individuils;  and  its  general 
extension  :imo!ig  the  citizens,  in  the  utmnsi  degree, 
!)eii-fici.l  to  ti»e  republic.  It  liierefoie  follows, 
t'.iat  u'iouglu,  carefully,  to  examine  the  means  tiiat 
yet  rpm»in  for  the  dispeusatio;!  of  instruction;  and 
investigate,  ■.m\  bring  into  view  the  more  latent  and 
untried  resources,  applica!)le  to  this  purpose. 

The  general  dissenunalion  of  the  rudiments  of 
insti-ucMon;  iiiorderto  place  the  means  of  obtaining 
knowledi;f*,  as  much  ss  possible,  within  th^  re:ich 
of  ev?ry  oni',  demands  first  to  be  regarded.  H:inpily 
for  our  state,  liiere  arc  a  few  nelgliborliooJs  so  poor, 
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as  to  oe  unable  to  support  common  schools;  and 
those  too  through  the  uicreasiny  ability  ot  tlie  in- 
habitants, on  a  more  liberal  plan  than  is  usual,  more 
parucularly,  siiould  llie  legislature  continue  to 
them  the  assistance  heretofore  granted;  tlie  means 
Wiiereol"  seem  suscepuhie  oi'  much  improvement. 
The  cultivation  of  the  higher  grades  of  the  arts 
and  sciences  requires  a  greater  conceniraiion  of  the 
disposible  funds;  as  it  must  be  adniitled  that  com- 
petent instruction,  in  these,  Cinnot  be  extended  to 
every  school. 

As  one  step  towards  a  system  of  amelioration,  1 
woulu  advise  to  arrest  the  further  dispos  il  upon 
perpetual  leases  of  the  school  and  college  lands. 
It  is  oiily  necessary  to  compare  tlie  present  value  of 
that  funi,  with  the  rate  at  whicii  it  has  been  so 
lately  dispfised  of,  to  fill  the  mind  with  piintul  re- 
gret; at  tile  precipitancy  of  the  measures,  its  in- 
creased and  increasing  value  seems  never  iiicely  to 
be  m-ide  available,  to  the  objects  of  the  donations: 
and  l!ie  iastilutioiis,  founded  on  that  base,  now 
languish,  for  want  of  thai  pecunir,ry  aid,  winch 
migiit  be  extended  to  them,  weriu  these  lands,  now 
at  our  disposal,  ana  wholly  iincviUir  ated.  The  niea- 
su  eabove  j)roposed,  IS  the  onlyone,  I  cannow  dv  se, 
wiiliout  injustice,  tor  present  assistance  to  the  en- 
dowment of  the  Athenian  and  Miami  universities: 
believiii..^-  it  improper  to  with  Iraw  any  of  tiie  fun. Is, 
appropi  uted  to  the  support  of  other  schools  ivhich 
are  principally  maintained  by  the  contribution  of  the 
i!ili..bit^nil.s. 

Asa  farther  step,  in  this  commencement,  permit 
me  to  direct  your  enquiri.-s,  whether  an  efficient 
fund  m  ly  not  be  formed,  to  establish  and  endiiw 
schools,  from  a  reasoiia  )le  tax  on  sales  at  auction  ? 
If  this  idea  be  approved,  I  would  venture  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  present  tax  be  incre  ised;  and  directed 
to  be  paid  into  tlie  treasury  of  the  corporation  dr 
townshjp,  wuhin  wliich  the  auction  may  be  held:  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  trustees  or  managers  of  the  uni- 
versity, college,  or  whatever  may  be  the  highest 
jncorpor^iteti  seniinary,  within  such  corporation  or 
township;  if  none  such  exist,  wiihin  that  jurisdic- 
tion, then  that  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  be  apjjlied 
to  the  object  intended,  in  such  way  as  the  corpora- 
tion, or  trustees  of  the  township  m  iv  direct. 

It  is  understood,  that  a  resolution  is  now  before 
the  legislature  for  appointing  two  persons,  one  a 
mineralogist  and  chemist,  and  the  other  a  civil 
engineer,  to  be  employed  upon  state  establishment. 
I  hope  it  may  not  be  thought  improper,  because 
the  subject  is  under  consideration,  that  I  should 
intimate  some  of  my  own  ideas  of  the  matter.  This 
shall  be  done,  principally,  by  a  reference  to  circum- 
stances, within  the  knowledge  of  every  member  of 
the  assembly:  it  need  scarcely  be  premised,  that 
much  of  our  growing  prosperity  depends  on  bring- 
ing into  light  and  activity,  the  lateut  aad  dormant 
rescources  of  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  utdity  of  employing  a  person 
of  the  liist  description,  it  need  only  be  mentioned 
to  be  acknowledged,  that  a  large  shure  of  our 
mineral  wealth  such  as  earths,  ores,  8c ..  remains 
undetected  or  unwrought,  from  a  deficiency  ot' 
elementary  knowledge,-  in  those  sciences;  and  th  ;t 
the  useless,  and  sometimes  rurnous  expense,  incur- 
red by  unskilful  adventurers,  seems  almost  prohi- 
bitory to  the  enterpriz?  of  all,  who  are  ..quilly 
ignorant  of  an  expense  that  inigiu  be  saved;  and  an 
enterprize  that  would  be  encouraged,  by  resorts  to 
a  test  iind  essay,  tr)  be  maae  by  one,  theoreticall, 
and  pratically,  skilled.  We  should  not  ihen  be  op- 
pressed with  the  tribute  we  now  pay  to  our  neigh- 
bors and  foreigners,  for  an  article  of  such  prime 


necessity,  as  iron;  nor  witness  its  importation  from 
the  north  ot  Europe,  and  sale  on  the  Ohio,  for  less 
1  han  our  own  manufacture;  our  glass  supplied  from 
Engl '.nd  or  Bohemia,  while  the  furnaces  of  our  glass 
works  are  coiil,  nor  be  subjected  at  the  rate  we 
have  been,  for  that  indispensible  article,  salt,  to  the 
arbilr  iry  exactions  of  monopolrsts. 

In  regard  to  the  services  of  the  engineer,  the 
benefits  thence  to  be  expected  by  the  public,  are 
equally  evident,  when  we  take  into  view  the  difficul- 
ties and  losses  experienced  by  individuals  an.  the 
delay  of  improvements  in  mills,  jnachiner} ,  bridges 
&c.  occasioned  by  sad  examples  of  fdUire,  from 
the  mere  deficiency  of  scientific  skill;  and  when 
we  reflect  how  much  ardour  could  be  excit-^d  by 
that  assurance  which  might  be  inspired  from  the 
opinion  ot  m  accomplished  engineer.  Tlie  forego- 
ing circums'.ances,  thou^n  they  be  items  that  deserve 
to  enter  into  the  calculations  of  the  political  econo- 
mist, are  trifling  compared  to  the  grand  object  of 
internal  navigitioii.  You  will  bear  in  minii,  that 
our  productions,  winch  form  our  only  great  resource, 
aregenrrdly  of  that  bulky  and  ponderous  descrip- 
tion, as  to  need  every  easement  in  convevance,  that 
we  can  afford.  Experience  is  a  faithful  monitor; 
and  the  millions  expended  for  transportation  during- 
the  late  war,  may  teach  an  useful  lesson:  another 
mav  be  learnt  rVoin  the  present  difference  betwf-en 
the  price  of  salt  on  the  lake  shore,  and  on  the  Ohio. 
[  have  already  evinced  an  anxiety  on  this  subject, 
excited  by  a  strong  sense  of  its  vital  importance. 
Koa.ls  aHd  canals  are  veins  and  arteries  to  the  body 
|)Dlitic,  that  diffuse  supplies,  health,  vigor  and 
anim  :tion  to  the  wiiole  system:  Nor  is  this  idea  of 
t  ei.  extensive  and  benefici.il  iiifiuence,  new.  The 
evidence,  in  the  old  world  is  ample in  the  Unit- 
ed States  sufficient.  iMassachusetts,  Virgini'i,  North 
an  I  Soiith  Caioliiii,  li:ive  proved  the  uesefuUiess  of 
artificial  navigation.  New-Y.iik  is  making  progress, 
in  a  work,  in  gr  mdeur  not  surpassed  by  the  achieve- 
ments of  art,  that  connect,  by  water,  the  north  sea 
with  the  English  channel;  the  Caspian  with  the 
B  dtic;  or  the  Mediterranean  with  the  bay  of  Biscay. 

Nature  strongly  invites  us  to  similar  enterprizej 
the  aspect  of  the  face  of  this  st«te  announces 
capatnlities  tor  the  grand  object  in  question,  exceed- 
ed, I  presume,  by  few  regions  of  the  same  extent; 
Yet  with  what  exertions  practicable,  or  how  far 
within  our  means,  cannot  be  ascertained  without 
the  assistance  of  an  engineer.  I  appeal  to  each  in- 
dividual member  who  has  considered  the  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  senate  for  incorporating  a  com- 
pany to  cut  a  canal  from  lake  Erie  to  the  Ohio,  whe^ 
iher  he  h  've  not  felt  a  difficulty,  in  leciding,  from 
want  of  that  information  which  a  skilful  survey  could 
have  furnished; — Unwilling  to  act  in  the  dark,  yet 
fearful  of  discouraging  a  project  so  grand  and 
m  gnificent;  fraught  with  an  influence  upon  our 
relations,  commercial  and  fiscal,  almost  incalcul- 
able. Unconscious  on  the  one  hand  what  privileges 
the  compiny  migiit  be  justly  entitled  to,  as  their 
rewu'd — what  other  encouragement  they  might 
deserve — and  what  sacrifices  public  and  private, 
jusifiable,  for  completing  a  work  so  immense;  yet 
sensible,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  resources,  at 
present  within  your  control,  may  be  inadequate  to 
the  construction  and  formation  of  great  commercial 
roa  Is,  and  fxtensive  canals;  and  for  the  latter  pur- 
pose il<-pendent  in  a  great  degree,  upon  individual 
enterp  ize  Hud  privile  capital.  Ymr  acquaintance 
Willi  m.mkii;.!,  and  with  he  condi  ion  of  he  coun- 
try forbidding  the  expectation  that  individuals  will 
emb.irk  tn  i.i.mense  capital,  in  an  aiduous  under- 
taking and  Incur  the  riak,  and  incident  delay  before 
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their  stock  shall  become  productive;  unless  iniuced 
by  the  ultimate  prospect  of  great  advantages:  The 
repon  ot  yourengmeer  would  relieve  you  from  much 
hesitation. 

Some  of  these  observations  may  be  thought 
digressive  from  the  mam  purpose  of  this  communi- 
cation, namely,  education:  but  they  are  connected  in 
this — tliat  it  appears  praciicable,  should  the  legisla- 
ture think  proper  to  employ  these  two  characters, 
to  render  them  doubly  useful,  by  making  ihem  pro- 


much  at  heart,  I  wish  to  impress  on  you,  my  own 
convictions  of  their  momentous  importance.  The 
eyes  of  ihe  people  of  the  United  Siates,  and  of 
foreigners,  an-  upon  Oiiio;  and  ii  may  require  our 
best  efforts  tojusiifv  the  expectations,  entertained 
of  the  young  state,  risen  into  impoitance  with  a 
r;.pidiiy  beyond  prtcedent 

I  cannot,  nor  do  I  wi^li  to  conceal  my  desire,  of 
p  rticipating  with  the  Icgislauire,  in  tlie  -jhyry  of 
la\  ing  the  foundation  of  pt  rmaneni  estanlishnitnts. 


fessors,  and  principal  instructors  in  a  poly  echiuc]  that  sh.iU  give  additional  pi().-,perity  to  our  slate  and 


school;  under  die  immediate  patronage  and  cure  of 
the  state;  for  instruction  in  the  theoretical,  and 
scientific  principles  o:  the  most  useful  arts. 

Without  wishing  to  derogate  from  the  pleasure 
and  real  utility  of  classical  and  polite  literature;  or 
prevent  the  study  of  the  works  of  the  ancients,  in 
their  own  language,  which  the-  tasie  of  the  student 
sh:;ll  prompt,  or  his  mems  enable  him  to  pursue; 
permit  me  to  observe  tiiat  there  is  a  description  of 
science,  constantly  required,  by  persons  in  the  in- 
dustrious walks  of  life,  who  cannot  afford  the  time 
and  expense  of^  what  is  usually  called  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. 

The  proposed  institution  may  be  viewed,  as  a 
fountain,  where  the  young  artist  may  inabibe  a 
higher  relish  tor  his  trade,  and  an  energy  in  practice, 
resulting  from  a  conscious  safety  in  his  experiments, 
tested,  by  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  tiie  natural 
laws  and  principles  that  govern  the  object  of  his 
pursuits  This  idea  is  suggested,  not  only  for  the 
assistance  of  the  .ispiring  workman,  1  ormg  u  der 
a  lamentable  ignorance  of  ibis  p  irt  of  his  profession, 
but  with  a  further  view  to  he  discovery  and  use, 
of  miny  sources  of  individual  and  public  advantage. 
There  is  some  re.ison  to  fiope  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment would  be  influ'.-nlial  in  causing  agriculture, 
and  tiie  most  necessary  arts  to  be  followed,  witii 
more  skill  and  assiduity,  by  rendering  them  more 
safe  and  lucrative:  and  you  would,  manifestly,  in- 
crease the  flisposition  of  our  inhabitanis,  to  embrace 
those  beneficial  occup  itions,  by  giving  them  the 
consideration,  justly  their  due  in  a  republic,  where 
the  most  useful  ought  to  be  considered  the  most  ho- 
norable employments.  This  I  presume  would  be  ef- 
fected, in  no  small  degree,  by  c;'using  ihem  to  be 
considered  the  objects  of  scientific  as  well  as  labo- 
rious pursuit. 

To  add  incentives  to  the  virtue  of  industry,  by 
giving  dignity  to  its  exertion,  and  yielding  safety 
to  meritorious  and  useful  enierprize,  would  be  a 
•work  worthy  of  your  labors 

If  the  public  revenue,  after  defnyinp;' other  neces- 
sary expenses,  shall  be  deemed  insufficient  to  cover 
the  additional  charge  of  tiie  professorships,  it  is 
thought  that  a  light  tax,  specifically  applicable  to 
these  objects,  and  fairly  gnduated,  on  iron  works, 
mills,  canals  and  locks,  without  being  burdensome, 
would  produce  an  immediate  income  of  several 
thousand  dollars  and  with  tlie  continual  addition 
to  those  works  would  be  of  increasing  productive- 
ness. It  is  also  presum-'d,  tint,  as  the  effi-ct  is 
likely  to  operate  to  the  most  immediate  benefit  of 
those  now,  or  hereafter,  engaged  in  those  establish 
ments;  it  would  be  paid  with  cheerfulness 


lustre  to  its  n-une:  and  could  they  now  be  under- 
taken as  I  hope,  I  .should  reflect  with  pride  that 
thev  were  commenced  during  n.y    dmimsiration. 

EtH.\N  A.  BROWN. 
January  8th,  1818. 


State  banks. — New-York. 

Alb  ANT,  J  AS    27- 

IX    SENATK — JAN.    26. 

Mr.  Allen,  from  the  joint  comniicee  of  the  s^^nale 
:ind  assembly,  to  whom  was  refei'red  so  much  of  his 
(.'xcellency  the  governor's  speecii  as  relates  to  the 
banks  and  currency  of  this  state,  reported  as  follows, 
to  Wit: 

I'iiat  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our  cur- 
rency is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  the  people  of 
this  state,  and  calls  loudly  upon  the  united  wisdom 
of  tlie  legisla  ure  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  that 
embarrassment,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  airest  tiie 
evils  attending  it,  by  promptly  applying  ihe  remedies 
within  their  power.  The  ciuses  of  the  embarrassed 
state  of  our  country  slvs  four  fold. 

I.  "The  decrease  of  the  precious  metals,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  agitation  in  Spanish  America." 

II  "The  conversion  of  our  metallic  money  into 
articles  of  luxury  and  accomniod  ition." 

III  The  "vast  exportation  of  specie  to  .Isia"  and. 
IV.  The  improvident  increase  of  banking  institu- 
tions. 

The  first  of  these  c  luses  is  beyond  our  control; 
and,  if  it  may  be  considered  an  evil,  it  is  one  to 
which  we  Cannot  apply  a  remedy,  unless,  indeed, 
it  may  be  proper  to  prevent  the  conversion  of 
metallic  money  into  articles  of  luxury  and  accom- 
moiation.  On  tliis  branch  of  the  subjeci,  the  com- 
mittee have  not  sufficitiu  evldenc-^  btfore  them  to 
en-ible  them 'r>  form  icorrect  opinion.  It  woulds-em 
to  be  a  natural  right,  wliich  every  individual  h.is,  of 
managing  and  disposing- ot  his  own  property,  whether 
it  be  silver  or  gold,  or  <ny  oliier  goods  and  ciiattels, 
according  to  his  own  pleasure;  still,  it  may  become 
a  matter  of  pidicy,  and  even  of  expediency,  under 
certain  circumstances,  to  restrict  the  individual  in 
such  use  of  tlie  precious  metals  as  sludl  tend  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  a  whole  community  The  com- 
mittee, however,  no  not  perceive  that  this  cause  of 
embarrassment  to  our  currency  is,  at  present,  so 
ilarming  as  to  require  the  interposition  of  the  legig- 
lature. 

The  vast  exportation  of  specie  to  Asia  is  a  cause 
of  more  serious  emb  irrassment,  and  one  wiiich  tlie 
committee  believe  requires  tlie  promiit  interposition 
of  the  arm  of  govrnm^nt    But,  while  tliey  consider 


It  would  be  a  reasonable  hope  that  congress,  in  '  this  an  evil  of  progressive  augmentation,  they  do  not 
consideration  of  procuring  an  enhanced  price  for'believe  it  is  within  tiie  power  of  a  st.te  legislature 
the  public  lands,  by  reason  of  the  formation  of  to  correct  it,  or  to  applv  any 'Ificient  remedy  This 
canals;  may  be  induced  to  yield  assistance  in  fur- j  is  a  sul')ject  properly  belongini;  to  the  geneivd  go- 
thering  tlie  design.  Ivernm -nt;   and   that  alone  poss-sses   the   requisite 

I  must  intreat  your  patience,  if  my  remarks  con-  power,  under  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  Stales, 
cerning  education,  and  internal  improvements  sliall  of  applying  a  remedy  wliich  may  be  prompt  and 
appear  too  diH'use,  or  tediously  circumstantial. —  efficacious.  It  is  believed  that  the  luxuries  of  thti 
My  excuss  must  be,  that  having  these  subjects  east  may  as  well  be  dispensed  with,  when  the  acquisi- 
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liono'  'hem  .IraiH!.  oiircuuntry  of  ils  n\etallicmorn.-\, 
and  th  T'.;by  proiluces  an  evil  upon  tiie  communiiv 
far  overo.iUncin^'  uny  posi  ive  good  to  be  derived 
from  iherri.  This  subj!"ct,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon 
engross  the  atention  of  congress;  /ind  that  honor 
able  body,  perc^  iving  ihe  extensive  evil,  will  adopt 
some  efficacious  measures  to  check,  if  nol  wholly 
to  eradicate  it. 


Tlie  immoJerate  extension  of  banking   institu- 
tions his  produced  evils,  in  the  state  of  our  currency, 
which  mus:  be  obviv)us  to  tlie  understanding,  and 
within  tile  experience  of  every   member  of  this  le- 
gislature.    Hanks  are  the  cre.itures   only  of  com- 
mercial   busme-.s  and  f-n'erpnze;  and,   so   long'  as 
they  Were  CD'ifined  t«  commerci.d  cities  and  towns, 
whose  business  alone  was  sufficient  to  support  ihem, 
they   were   al;ende.i   with  beneficiil  effcts  to  the 
w!u)le  communiy — while  the  business  of  the  mer- 
chi.nt  give   to  them  activity    md  support,  tiiey,  in 
turn,  aided,  invigoraied  ind  extended  the  busy  con- 
cerns anil  1  ludable  enterprize  of  the  merciuini — the 
surplus  produce  of  the  couinry  met  with  a  ready 
mnrket — the  indu.>^try  of  tlie  farmer  was  richly  re- 
Wiirded,   in    the  high    price  and  ready   pay  for  the 
i'riiits  of  his  toil,  without  the  risk  of  transportation 
or'  tlie    fluctuations    of  a    foreign    market.      Tlie 
mechanic  and  the  day-laborer,  partaking  of  this  new 
spring  of  industry,   were   alike    benefited    by    the 
benign  operations  of  these  institutions.     The  con- 
seciuence  of  these  operations  was,  to  increuse  the 
value  of  bank  stock,  which  met  with  a  ready  sale 
above  its  nominal  value,  while  the  dividends  arising 
from  loans  were  also  above  the  rate  of  seven  per 
centum  per  annum      An  anxiety  was  thus  created 
in  the  country  towns  and  villages  to  participate  in 
the  privileges  of  b inking,  believing  that  tiiey  had 
only  to  procure  a  charter,  and  the  same  results  would 
flow   to  the  stockholder,  in  wUatever   qiiurler  the 
bank  might  be  located;  not  refleciing  that  the  mer- 
chant, wliose  business  gave  health  and  vigor  to  tlie 
bank,  (in  many  instances  a  stockholder,)  p.\id  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  discounts  upon  wliich  those 
dividends  were  made.     The  legislature  were  there- 
fore pressed,  from  every  direetion,  for  an  extension 
of  banking  privileges,  by  the  grant  of  new  charters. 
Combinations  of  different  sections  of  countrv  were 
formed,  and,  by  their  united  influence,  charters  have 
been  obtained  far  beyond  tlie  real  necessity  of  the 
people;  and  banks  h^ve  been  located  in  parts  of  the 
country  having  no  business  adequate  to  that  legiti- 
mate aid  and  support  which  their  exist -nee  requires. 
This  multiplication  of  banks   has  necessarily  pro- 
duced excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  without  means 
of  redeeming  them;  and  from  these  excessive  issues 
have  flown  great  and    increasing  evils   to  the  com- 
munity.    Every  new  bank  must  discount  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  enable  it  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  yield  a  profit  to  the  stockholder;  resort 
has  therefore  been  had  to  every  artifice  in  the  wit 
of  mm  to  devise,  to  put  these  notes  into  circulilion, 
and  to  circum-cribe  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of 
other  banks.     Vhe  consequence  has  been,  that,  witii 
ye>-y  few  exceptions,  the  notes  of  the  country  banks 
have  depreciated  in  their  nominal  value,  and    are 
bought  up  by  speculators  and  brokers,  as  articles 
•f  merchandize;  the  facilities  of  excliange,  at  li.st 
created  by  the  banks,  have  been   gi^atly  lessened, 
and,  the  balance  of  trade  being  against  the  country, 
the  merchant  is  compelled  to  make  his  remittances 
in  depreciated  paper,  and  either  to  pocket  the  loss 
himself  or  saddle  it  upon  the  departments  o^  produc- 
tive labor.  The  committee  forbear  to  enter  minutely 
into  the  practices  made  use  of  by  many  of  the  banks, 
not  only  to  put  their  notes  iiUo  circiilatioii,  but  to 
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prevent  an  immediate  return  of  them,  by  which  it 
IS  believed  that  the  farmer  and  the  meclianic  have, 
in  many  instances,  been  alike  invited  and  allured 
to  make  loans,  and  alike  iiave  f(»llen  a  sacrifice  to 
the  avarice  ot  tlie  b inker.  'I'he  committee  would 
close  this  part  of  the  report  in  the  language  of  iiis 
excellency  the  governor,  in  his  speecii  at  the  opening 
of  the  legislaiure,  in  1818,  tliat  the  immoderate 
extension  of  banks  has  produced  a  banishment  of 
"  metallic  money,  losses  of  commercial  confidence, 
"  tlie  exhibition  of  fictitious  capital,  the  increase  of 
"  civil  prosecutions,  multiplication  of  crimes,  the 
"  injurious  enhancement  of  prices,  and  the  daiiger- 
"  ous  extension  of  credit." 

Now,  it  is  obvious  tiiat  every  new  bank  enhances 
tiiese  evils;  and  unless  the  legislature  stop  short  and 
withhold  the  chartered  right,  they  will  soon  paralize, 
and,  it  is  feared,  ultimately  destroy,  the  vvlude  bank- 
ing system,  and  thereby  produce  incalculable  evils 
to  the  community,  and  endless  ruin  to  individuals. 
The  committee  li.;ve  thought  proper  to  give  the 
following  detailed  view  of  the  several  banks,  in  this 
state,  already  in  operation,  stating  the  time  when 
granted  and  the  nomiupil  capital  of  eacli,  distinguisii- 
ing  the  stock  of  the  seveial  corporations,  and  that 
owned  by  the  st  >te  as  a  general  slate  fund,  and  the 
common  school  fund,  and  also  the  stock  wliich  the 
different  colleges  in  this  state  have  been  permitted 
to  subscribe.  This  statement,  it  is  believed,  is 
nearly,  if  not  altogether  correct;  at  any  rate,  it  is 
sufficiently  accurate  for  all  practical  purposes: 

[H-'re  follows  a  list  of  the  names,  amount  of  stock, 
date  of  institution,  &c.  of  the  several  banks  in  the 
state  of  New- York,  not  needful  to  be  inserted  here, 
as  all  the  particulars  belcjngiiig  to  them  will  appear 
in  our  general  table  of  the  banks  of  tlie  United 
Stues,  to  be  inserted  in  the  subsequent  volume  of 
the  Weekly  RF.fiisTr.n.  Ed.  Reo,] 

Prom  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  amount  of  liie  capital  stock  of  the  several 
bmks  of  this  state,  exclusive  of  tlie  branch  bank  of 
the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New-York,  exclusivs 
also  of  ihe  Exchange  bmk,  and  of  the  Utica  Insur- 
ance company,  is  ^  .'4,92i?,8U0.  What  amount  of 
this  enormous  bank  capit.d  has  actually  been  paid 
in,  the  committee  are  unable  to  ascertain.  But  it. 
is  believed,  that  all  the  banks  in  the  citv  of  New- 
York,  With  the  exception  of  the  Franklin  bank,  have 
c  died  in  the  wliole  amount  of  their  capital,  amount- 
ing to  gl5,030,U00;  that  the  banks  of  Albuiy,  Co- 
lumbia, Farmers,'  Hudson,  Farmers  and  Mechanics,' 
Mohawk,  Midal'^  District,  Newburgh,  and  New- 
Yo'k  stiti*  bank,  have  done  the  same,  amounting  to 
S2,o -2.000;  that  it  may  be  safely  cdciilated,  that 
one  ihi'd  of  the  capital  slock  of  all  the  banks  has 
also  been  called  in,  amounting  to  §2,366,933;  mak- 
ing ill  the  whole  of  monies  actually  pud  in,  either 
in  gold  and  silver,  or  what  is  deemed  by  ths  banks 
an  equivalent,  S2^>488,933 !  By  the  several  acts 
of  incorporation,  these  banks  may  issue  paper  to 
three  times  .he  amount  of  monies  actually  p^d  in, 
which  would  amount  to  g6J,U00,00U  But  it  is 
believed,  that  the  banks  in  the  ciiy  of  New- York  tlo 
their  business  principally  upon  deposits,  and  by 
checks;  their  issues  of  paper  are,  tiiereiore,  less 
than  the  monies  paid  in,  and  are  estimated  at 
S5,000,000;  and  if  we  admit  that  the  otiier  banks 
have  issues  to  double  the  amount  only  of  monie.* 
paid  in,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  a  very  moderatw 
and  safe  estimate,  the  issues  of  ])aper  may  be  cal- 
culated :it  §12,500,000.  It  is  also  believed  by  th^. 
committee,  that  the  specie  capital  of  the  state  to 
redeem  this  paper,  does  not  exceed  S2,0u0,0,/y ! 
Hence  it  results,  that  the  community  is  flooJwl  witti  a 
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paper  mtdiui;i,  whicn  has  no  solid  ba^is  lo  rest  upon; 
wliicii  n<ti  alivad}  ilepixciated  in  value,  <ina  w.iicli, 
by  a  I'lirLliei  jjia.it  of  new  cliariei-,,  nuLsl  augmcni 
tile  einDarcassiuent  to  our  cari-enc. ,  already  so 
severely  felt,  and  [>roauc-:'  i'uniier  aiul  greater  evils. 
It  will  b«  seen  also  trom  the  t'orei^oiiifi'  statcniem, 
tiiat  tlie  state  and  coinmoii  school  fiiuds,  arc  em 
barked  in  this  system,  to  a  large  amount.  The  state 
has  piKi  in  upon  its  b.^nk  c.iiji:h1,  on  accounl  ot  tht; 
P'lHiral  state  mnj,  g487,SU0;  and  on  ;.ccoun'  ot  the 
.sciiool  fund,  S^'ol.'jiJJ,  making  m  ad,  Ib'^l^jy^JU 

That  tiis  conhi.-nce  of  tn^  public  m  tms  syslem 
o('i?anliing,  thus  extended,  has  been  gre.aly  diminish- 
ed, IS  f'vldent  fiom  the  circumstance,  tliat  the  stale 
lias  lefi-auieit  from  enil)cirkiiiy  any  portion  of  its 
funds  in  i',  since  I8I0;  ana  also  from  'he  circum- 
stmce  of  two  ot  the  oaaks  iiavtng'  already  reduced 
their  capital  stcjck,  iinaer  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
passed  at  their  instance,  the  one  ^2,000,000,  ana. 
viie  other  !jl9o,UU0;  dUii  notice  is  also  given  of  an 
application  still  further  to  reuuce  tlic  capital  of  one 
of  tiiose  very  banks,  ^'J,00(J,0U0  more.  Tlie  com- 
mittee wouUi,  iheivfor.',  5>iit  tne  question  seriously 
to  the  conscience  of  every  member  of  tlie  It  legisla- 
ture, whether  it  be  necessary,  politic  or  expedient, 
slitl  hsrlhtr  vo  increase  tlie  banking  capital  ol  this 
state  by  the  gr^iiu  of  nc:w  cli  rt>r>i,  and  thus  jeo 
jiurdizi.,  not  unlj  ilit  fortunes  of  nidiVKhials  already 
embarked  to  a  vast  am.<uni,  bm  also  the  amount  ot 
the  gf^uerd  sLa'eaud  school  funds. 

Tiis  c  iniiiattee,  with  a  view  to  try  the  sens?  of 
tliLs  f  g-isl-.tiire  on  diis  iiiimi;  ntuus  subject,  ha\e 
insn-ucicd  tliou"  chairin  in  lo  report  the  following' 
resolution  to  w  t: — 

lies-Avc  I,  (if  the  honor. ihie  the  assembly  coactu' 
JicrL'iii,)  rnat  u  is  imjfolitic  and  incxpedieni  for 
this  Itgisla  ure  to  grant  any  new  charter  for  bank- 
ing privileges,  during  its  present  session. 


Indian  Trade. 

OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT. 
OFFici;  l.NPiAN  TiiAKK,  '26Ui  December,  1818. 
Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  23a  insr.  in  which  you  request  to  be  "fur- 
nished with  ail  tlie  information  in  my  possession  rc- 
specdr-g  tiie  lessor  gain  arising  Voni  our  trailing 
escabiiSamenLs  amongst  the  Indian  tribe-s,  for  one 
or  tv,o  years  past:"  in  compliance  with  which,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  abstract,  containmg  an 
estimate  made  up  from  the  1st  day  of  April,  1815,  to 
the  oOtn  June,  liS18,  a  period  of  three  years  and 
three  months.  I  have  selected  this  period,  be- 
caii;ie  it  takes  in  the  business  from  the  last  estimate 
down  to  the  last  quarterly  returns  which  have  been 
received  at  this  office  from  all  the  factories. 

It  will  be  s-jen,  on  reference  to  this  abstract,  that 
on  tliC  first  day  of  April,  1815,  the  funds  were  worth 
g27.3,y89  3;  a"nd  on  the  30ih  .lune,  1818,  g308,536 
,S7;froni  which  it  appears  a  gain  has  been  realized, 
in  that  period,  of  1^34,347  31. 

The  capital  on  which  this  office  has  been  <loing 
business  sii;ce  tlu;  war,  is  less  by  V)43,3()y  61,  than 
it  was  before  that  jieriod,  this  amount  having  been 
lost  by  its  ravages.  And  when  the  J>10,000  which 
yet  remain  in  the  treasury,  or  which  have  been  ab- 
sorbed by  the  sinking  fund,  and  which  is  apart  of 
the  appr.^priation  which  'Ai-nt  to  make  the  capital 
5^3UO,v/UO  (no  more  than  'j529o,U00  of  which  having 
been  drawn,)  is  added  to  the  aforesaid  loss;  and 
5^10,000  for  debts  due  the  tiictory  formerly  at  Fort 
Wilkinson,  which  amount  was  secured  to  the  gov- 
ei'.mentby  the  treaty  of  Fort  Wilkinson,  hut  which 
has  never  been  paid  over  to   this  office,  it  will  ap- 


pear that,  instead  of  the  capital  being,  as  it  ha£ 
been  usually  estimated,  \\z,  g3UU,000,  it  is  oni., 
1^236,630  39,  so  that  ilm  uvUiul  gain  is  the  differ- 
ence between  g236,630  39  and  303,536  37;  in  other 
words  S71,905  98. 

There  arc  several  views  of  the  subject  which  may 
go  to  shew  why  this  gain  has  not  been  greater:  A 
gain,  it  -will  be  bonie  inmind,xuhidi.  has  but  a  partial 
reference  to  the  profits  on  tlie  inipj}lies  luith  ivhich  the 
Indians  are  fiirnishefl,  but  an  almost  exclusive  ap- 
plication to  the  profits  made  on  the  sales  of  furs  and 
peltries  taken  in  exchange  for  these  stqipiics.  It 
is  to  this  source  the  trade  fund  is  indebted  for  its 
increase;  and  it  is  at  this  end  of  the  intercourse  on- 
ly, that  profits  can  be  expected,  as  the  law  regula- 
ting- the  trade  rcqiiiies  that  the  advance  on  the  sup- 
plies furnished  the  Indies,  shall  have  reference  only 
to  a  maintenance  of  the  capital.  But  to  proceed. 
One  of  the  reasons  wh}-  the  profits  are  not  greater 
than  they  are,  may  be  found  in  the  necessarily  tardy 
movements  which  attended  the  re -organization  of 
some  of  the  factories  that  had  suspentled  their  ope- 
rations during  'he  m  ar,  and  in  the  breaking  up  and 
removal  of  others.  The  business  of  a  principal  fac- 
tory, that  at  Fort  Clarlc,  on  the  Missouri,  which  had 
i  ceased  to  operate  during  the  war,  was  not  resumed 
!  until  late  in  the  spring  of  1815;  neither  did  another 
I  principal  factory,  that  at  Prarie  du  Chien,  get  fully 
j  under  way  till  the  spring  of  1S16.  When  the  loss 
1  of  time,  and  the  slow  ]irogress  of  re-organizing 
I  distant  posts,  and  the  difficulty  of  gathering  toge- 
I  ther  the  materials  for  ti'ade,  are  considered,  and 
added  to  the  loss  of  time,  and  the  consequences  at- 
tendant upon  such  a  state  of  things  as  is  implied  in 
a  removal  of  the  factory  from  Fort  Hawkins  to  Fort 
Mitchill,  in  Georgia;  of  the  fiictory  formerly  at  Nat- 
chitoches, to  Sulphur  Fork,  which  is  not  at  this 
time  in  full  operation;  of  that  formerly  at  Fort  St.  Ste- 
phens, to  Fori  Confederation;  and  of  that  formerly 
at  the  Chicksaw  Bkuls,  to  Belle  Point,  on  the  Ar- 
kansas— 3  say,  when  these  removals,  and  the  conse- 
ciuent  suspension  of  trade  aiid  profits  (all  of  whicli 
has  happened  subsequent  to  April,  1815,)  are  taken 
into  view,  it  v/ill  be  no  difficult  matter  to  estimate 
what  the  result  of  tlie  table  of  loss  and  gain  would 
ha^  e  been,  under  other  circumstances. 

But  when,  to  this  state  of  things,  is  superadded 
the  unifi)rm!y  opposing  influence  of  private  adven- 
turers, whose  indefatigable  eiforts  no  darigers  cau 
appall  and  no  difficultures  tire;  and  who,  whilst 
they  oppress  tl'v  Indians  by  exorbitant  charges,  de- 
moralize and  excite  them  by  their  modes  of  inter- 
course, and  by  their  own  contending  interests;  T  say, 
v,hen  these  are  superadded,  it  may  rather  be  cause 
of  surprise  tliat  the  profits  have  been  as  great  as 
they  are,  than  that  they  are  not  greater. 

1  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass,  without  glan- 
cing at  the  vnture  of  the  existing  government  poh- 
cy,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  commercial  intercourse 
with  our  Indians.  It  apjjenrs  to  me,  from  all  the 
views  I  am  able  to  take  of  it,  and  from  a  superin- 
tendence of  its  concerns  for  nearly  four  years,  that 
for  our  home  Indians,  by  which  T  mean  the  Indians 
within  our  military  posts,  7io  better  system  than  the 
present  ca?i  be  devised. 

This  will  appear  at  once,  if  an  enquiry  be  made 
into  the  object  of  the  government  in  its  comrner- 
cial  interference,  and  by  a  contrast  of  that  object 
with  that  of  private  and  avaricious  aelventurers.^ 

The  government  has  no  object,  nor  can  it  iiave 
any,  except  that  which  relates  to  the  welfare  of 
this  people.  Its  motive  for  prosecuting  the  trade 
is  not  a  motive  of  pecuniary  interest — therefore 
its   agents  have  no  fLjelingsof  this  sort  to   gratify, 
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and  of  coarse  the  Indians  are  dealt  b}',  and  coun-' 
selled,  ill  reference  to  tlie  g-overnment  desig-ii. — 
But  what  counsel  best  sorts  vvitli  the  government 
objectr'  Is  it  not  that  which  tends  to  civilization r 
But  what  promotes  civilation?  Do  agriculture  and 
the  arts,  or  the  chase  promote  it  most?  Theri,  does 
the  g-ovcrnment  policy  direct  this  teacliing?  It  does. 
But  is  it  the  interest  of  pri\ate  traders,  who  live  by 
the  successful  hunting  expeditions  of  the  Indians, 
to  encourage  them  to  ai)andon  the  cliase,  to  culti- 
vate tlie  ground,  and  to  exchange  their  savage  cus- 
toms for  the  more  gratifying  and  useful  advantage,'; 
of  the  agricultural  state?  Certainly  not.  Then,  is 
it  not  seen  that  the  swarms  of  private  traders  that 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Indian  country,  with 
whiskey  in  one  hand  and  gewgaws  in  tlie  other,  are 
more  hostile  to  Indian  improvement  than  at  first 
^g'ht  they  would  appear  to  be?  Who  can  doubt  but 
that  private  enterprize  would  give  liberal  rewards 
even  to  the  more  improved  parts  of  our  Indian  neigh- 
bors, to  burn  their  ploughs,  and  destroy  their  im- 
plements of  husbandry,  and  again  enter  upon  the 
Jiunter  state?  Are  tliese  suitable  advisers,  thei-efore, 
for  men  whose  state  it  is  so  desirable  to  change, 
md  for  whose  civilization  the  government  has  been 
so  solicitous  for  so  many  years;  and  whose  luifortu- 
nate  destiny  has  at  last  awakened  the  regai-ds  and 
the  anxiety  of  thousands  of  our  humane  fellow-citi- 
:2ens?  It  appears  to  me,  that  they  are  not.  And 
that  this  is  the  correct  view  of  the  subject,  seeins 
reasonable,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  admitted  that  tlie 
liunter  state  is  more  conducive  to  civilization  tlian 
the  agricultural;  or  unless  it  be  deemed  best  for  the 
Indians  to  remain  savages. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  forctjo  the  obligation  I  feel, 
to  urge  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the  existing  gov- 
ernment intercourse  that  support  and  |)rotection 
which  the  generosity  of  its  design,  and  Lhe  noble- 
ness of  its  object,  appear  to  me  to  merit;  and  this 
implies  a  lietter  regulated,  licensed  svstem,  so  as 
restrict  such  individuals  as  may  hereafter  go  amongst 
our  home  Indians — to  cancel  the  licenses  of  such  as 
are  now  acting  under  such  autliority,  and  this  may 
be  done  by  a  law  forbidding  their  renewal  excejjt 
through  particular  channels,  and  under  other  res- 
trictions, and  an  augmentation  of  the  trade  fund — a 
close  investigation  of  the  state  of  which  warrants  me 
in  saying  that,  rid  of  the  private  traders,  except 
such  as  would  be  n'aUy  usefn!,  the  trade  could  be 
made  to  embrace  our  home  Indians,  if,  to  its  present 
capital,  which  is  shewn  to  be  only  §236,630  39, 
were  added  as  much  as  would  bring  it  up  to  the 
§300,000. 

These  two  things  being  done,  results  alike  favora- 
ble to  the  Indians  and  to  the  peace  and  security  of 
our  borders,  would  no  doubt  be  realized;  and  these 
would  be  no  less  gratifying  to  tlie  government  than 
to  those  humane  and  benevolent  men  who  are  com 
ing  in  with  so  much  ardor  in  aid  of  the  government 
design.  But,  unless  these  two  things  can  be  realiz- 
ed, I  feel  1+  to  be  no  less  my  'hity  to  assare  you  that, 
;n  my  opinion,  no  future  period  could  so  well  an- 
swer to  wind  up  the  business  of  the  government 
trade,  as  the  present. 
I  am,  Sec.  Sec. 

THO.  L.  McKENNRY,  S.  I.  A. 
Chairman  of  the  comwJice  on  Indian  affairs. 


Amount  of  property, 
of  various  kinds,  on 
hand  at  the  several 
trading  houses, 

Amount  of  merchan- 
dize, cash,  and  oili- 
er balances  on  the 
books  of  the  Super- 
intendent, 

Amount  of  furs,  pel- 
tries, 8ic.  in  the 
stores  of  the  Super- 
intendent, 

Amount  of  property 
in  the  hands  of  a- 
{fents  in  New-Or- 
leans, St.  Louis, 
Pittsuurg,  and  New- 
York, 


Am-il  1,  ISij.  June  30, 1818, 


«5104.,8ri  55     S221,535 


103,715  16         35,183  19 


14,416  46  34,947  61 


50,933 


86 


16,864  85 


Gain,  arising  from  the 
prosecution  of  the 
trade  with  the  In- 
dians, from  1st  A- 
])ril,  1815,  to  30th 
June,  1818. 


S273,989  03        308,536  2,7 


gS4.,547  31 


Militin  System. 

Rcfjort  of  the  cnrivuiiten  on   the  i'liprovcmcnt   and  or- 
gnniza'.io  .  of  the  mil  lia 

HODSF.  OF  nEPtlE:.Er»     ■(TfVKS,  JANVAUY  122,   1819. 

K  ad,  and  O'-dcred  to  lie  upon  t'le  tshie. 
Mr.   Hirrison,  ft-Dm  the  com'vi  tee  upon  the  im- 
provement in  the  o-.j^aniz  oi.in  an  1  discipline  of 
the  miliTn,  made  the  fo'lowiog  hufiirt: — 
'T  ia\.  haviig  had  the  su'^jen   under  iheir  con- 
l.^|Sideration,  and  finding  that  a  bill  coTt«ini;!g  a  sys- 
^^,^''e.n  of  oig^iiiiz'tion  and  discipline,  repor'ednt  the 
last  sessio:;,  wr.s  before  the  hour.e,  t'ey  h^ve  noth- 
in.i,^  further  to  offer  on  the  p.i'ticui.ir  poin's  con- 
tain d  in  the  bill.     B  it  as   it  is  thr^ir  opi  .ion  th--<t, 
iPtiiP  oil!  sh'iuld  ')e  a<lop'ed,  it  will  be  xdvanr.ing 
but  a  single  slep  towards  t!ie  attainment  of  the  im- 
•:-ort»nt  object  of  rend^  ring  the  militia,  in  all  cases, 
a  substitute  for  a  ^'anding  :rmy,  they  h;<ve  dirrcted 
t!)eir  attention  towards  some  ulterior  measure,  bi? 
which  it  might  he  eflTec'ed.  They  have  been  enabled 
to  devise  none  better  t'lan  thi:t  whir.h  is  conained 
in  the  rpport  made  to  this  house  on  !he  17th  Janu- 
ary, 1817;  and  they  beg  tint  the  followinj;  extract 
therefrom,  may  form  a  part  of  their  reprrt. 

The  gre-it  difficulty  to  be  en.-oun;erpd  is  t!ie 
application  of  a  system  of  discipline,  or  mi'itary  in- 
struction, to  a  great  population  scat.ered  over  an 
im'nense  territory. 

T:ie  accoTiplishment  of  this  object  at  once,  is 
■'Viden''7  not  within  tlie  power  of  the  government. 
To  insiruct  the  preserit  militii  of  the  cou.itry  to 
any  useful  ejftent,  v/ould  require  a  larger  T7ortion 
of  their  lime  than  they  Cin  possi'K' spare  from  the 
'lu*y  of  providing  for  their  families,  unless  they 
areliberaily  paM:  to  pay  t!iem,  would  abso.-b  all 
die  resources  of  the  nation.     The  aiternaiive  ap- 


Statament  exhibiting  the  amount  of  properly  on  hand, 
belonging  to  the  United  States^  Indian  Trading 
house  cfitablishment,  on  thi  1st  of  April,  1815,  and 
on  the  SOlhJune,  1S18. 


pears  to  be,  to  direct  the  t-iVor  s  of  the  government 
tt)  inslru'-t  su  Mi  a  porii>n  of  the  mili'ia,  as  their 
mea  IS  will  allow,  and  which  would  produce  the 
nost  benefici  d  result  upon  tlie  wiiole  mw^s;  le.-.viii  j 
to  the  effec  s  of  ato!her  system,  the  gradual  intro- 
duc'ion  of  those  military  acquirements  which,  in  a 
republiCiin  gnveniinent,  it  is  so  essential  Ihr  every 
citizen  to  passers.     Acliiig  upon  ti;:-  principle,  and 
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believing^  that  the  instruction  which  it  is  in  the 
power  cf  the  govprnment  to  give,  would  be  mor" 
uspfully  beiownd  upon  the  whul'-  of  the  nfficer-; 
and  sprgeanls  of  the  mili'  ia,  than  'ip  >n  any  p  irlici- 
lar  cIhss,  the  sections  of  the  bill  wUic'i  relite  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  have  been  adopted  by  the 
comniiltee.  They  hav^  -.ilso  considered  it  to  be 
proper,  to  annfix  som^  estimates  of  die  animal  ex- 
pense of  the  "System  thev  recom-Tiend. 

AUlDtifCh  it  mty  be  considered  that  by  present 
ing  a  bill  for  the  "organization  and  clas.-iifi ; 'tio  " 
of  tlie  militia,  and  tlie  exposition  of  their  moiivps 
which  accompany  it,  the  commitvCe  liavc  performe.'. 
tlie  task  assigned  them  by  the  resolution  under 
which  they  ac^'"d;  they  have  nevertheless  believed 
it  to  be  tlieir  duty  to  submit  some  further  views, 
the  result  of  their  deliberations  upon  this  importan 
subiect. 

'i'his  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the  com- 
mittee have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  that  the 
plan  embraced  by  the  bill  is  a  mere  expedient;  a 
choice  of  difHcultifs;  a  sys'em  which,  aldiough  it 
will  place  the  inilitia  upon  a  much  better  fooling 
than  they  have  befor^^  stood  01,  yet  is  Eot  likely  to 
produce  that  great  desiiler.i'.um — 'hat  indispcns 
able  requisit'i  in  a  government  constituted  like 
<»urs — the  diffusion  of  a  military  spirit  and  military 
information  thoujjhout  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  pirt  of  the  subject  which  still  remains  to  be 
discussed  will  be  best  understood  by  dividing  it 
into  two  distinct  propositions: 

1st.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  male  population 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  proper  age,  should 
be  trailed  to  the  use  of  arms,  so  as  to  super- 
sede, under  any  circumstances,  the  necessity 
of  a  standing  army  ? 

2J.   Is  it  practicable  ? 

The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by  the 
great  men  who  h^ve  s'i"cessively  filled  the  office 
of  chief  magis'.rate  of  the  United  States,  for  t!i*r 
adoption  of  i  system  of  militury  dis'^iriline  for  the 
militia,  wiiich  would  produce  the  effect  contem- 
plated by  the  first  proposition,  sufliciently  mani 
fests  their  sense  of  its  importance.  'I'he  su'Tiject 
was  ofiei  and  warmly  recommended  by  the  father 
iA  his  country,  and  at  an  early  period  >f  his  ad- 
ministration a  plan  for  the  purpose  was  proposed 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  being  corrected 
agreeably  to  his  suggestions,  was  -ubmitted  to  the 
nationil  legisla  ure.  Ii  is  beli  ved  tliat  o'ljections 
to  the  expense  and  Rupjiosed  difficulty  of  executing 
this  plan,  and  to  its  object,  was  the  cause  of  its 
being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion  whioii  prevailed  at 
that  period — that  an  energetic,  nntional  militia  was 
<o  \)n  regarded  as  the  capiial  security  of  a  free 
republic — less  appirent  at  the  present  ?  Has  any 
tiling  since  occurred,  either  in  the  liistory  of  oui- 
own  or  of  any  other  country,  to  s'.iow  that  a  stand- 
ing "a.  my,  forminy;  a  distinct  class  in  the  com 
itninitj"  is  the  proper  defence  of  a  government 
oon.itructed  like  ours  ?  Do  the  events  of  tlie  late 
war  show  that  discipline  is  not  necessary  for  the 
mditia?  or  does  the  present  aspect  of  the  political 
world  ;df >rd  S)  much  security  as  lO  jtistify  ihe 
m  liff'erence  w.iisU  prevails  in  provi  li.ig  an  effectual 
nation  d  defence. 

Jt  is  impossible  that  any  American  can  recur  to 
piany  of  tlie  events,  and  particularly  to  the  con- 
iiiudir>g  scenes  of  the  late  war,  without  feeling 
li, at  elevation  of  mind,  whicJi  a  recollection  of  his 
cou.r.r>'s  glory,  isculcuiated  to  produce.  Tiiereare 
j.pwever  otiitu,  and  i.ot  n  few,  that  ure  en;iiier.Jy 


calculated  to  show  tliat  an  immense  sjC  ifir  •  of 
blood  nn]  treasure  can  be  disti  cily  tr:,ced  t  >  'lie 
•'ant  of  discipline  in  the  mili.ia  T'le  ;  lori  ms 
success,  wliirh  in  several  instiU'^es  crawnc'l  their 
"flbrts,  was  the  resul  of  uncommon  valour,  or  of 
valour  united  with  the  advmtage  of  a  position 
suited  to  their  peculitr  character.  The  gri'ater 
r-art  of  t|i«- Americ  n  mili  i: ,  -ccustomd  from  heir 
early  youth  to  the  use  nf  fire  irms,  are  doubtless 
rr.or'  formidable  than  »ry.itlier  'roops  in  ;he  w  ,rld, 
i'  the  defence  of  h  line  or  ramp  rt.  Viciories  in 
the  field  ^re  g:rirdby  other  q  aiiiies,  by  'hose 
disciplined  evolu  'on-  'vhich  pive  harmo"y  :md 
concert  o  numer.ius  bo  'i^s  o^  men,  and  en.tble 
■hole  armies  to  niove  with  the  activity  an-'  ad- 
dress of  single  contbatarr.s.  Let  our  militia  be 
instructed  and  .America  would  be  equ.-il  to  a  con- 
ies', with  the  rest  of  Ve  worM  unite  1.  The  im- 
provements which  h^ve  been  made  in  the  art  of 
war  since  the  commencement  of  t^he  Fveiich  revo- 
lution, give  greater  advar.Vages  to  invading  and 
disciplined  armies,  acting^  at.'iinst  ihose  of  a  con- 
trary character,  than  they  before  possesse.l.  This 
arises  from  their  increased  ;ictivi'\,  nrodnced  by 
tlie  great  multiplication  of  their  liglit  troops;  the 
celerity  of  movemeni  given  to  the  artillery;  and 
ah  ve  all,  to  the  improvemen  s  in  the  stafl'phicing 
the  subsistet.ee  of  large  armies  upon  a  footing  of 
security,  beyond  what  was  formerly  supposed  to 
be  possible.  An  improvement  in  tactics  which 
gives  advantages  to  the  professed  soldier  vho 
fights  for  CO. quest,  over  tiie  cit'zen  wlio  bears 
arms  only  in  the  def'^nce  of  his  coun'ry,  is  periiups 
to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative  is  left  to  the 
latter  but  to  perfect  himself  in  the  same  arts  and 
discipline.  It  is  believed  that,  there  is  no  ins.ance 
on  record  of  a  reptililic  whose  citizens  had  been 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  having  been  conquered 
by  a  na'ion  possessing  a  different  form  of  govern- 
ment. S -iall  republics  have  been  overthrown  by 
tllo^e  which  were  more  powerful;  as  S^g-intum 
destroyed  by  Carthage,  and  Numanlia  by  Home: 
but  it  has  been  ooserved  of  those  governments, 
that  "their  walls  and  towers  became  their  funeral 
piles — leaving  nothir  g  to  their  conqueiv.rs  but  their 
ashes  " 

The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  «ny  aspect, 
however  pacific  it  may  be,  which  the  governments 
of  Europe  may  for  the  present  have  assumed  to- 
wards tins  country,  should  be  used  ;  s  an  argument 
to  procrastinate,  even  for  a  day,  any  measure  cal- 
culated to  render  their  fuuire  hostility  abortive. 
It  cannot  be  believed  that  any  real  friendship  can 
exist  in  the  breasts  of  the  sovereigns  of  tliat  con- 
tinent for  a  government  which  has  been  founded 
upon  principles  so  opposite  to  theirs,  and  which, 
by  the  happiness  it  ditt'us/'s,  alfords  an  eternal 
satire  and  rt-proach  upon  their  cond  ict.  What- 
ever security  then  may  derived  from  their  policy, 
none  can  certainly  be  expected  from  their  forbear- 
ance whenever,  from  a  change  of  circumstance.^, 
they  m.iy  tliink  it  proper  to  change  tlieir  policy. 
'I'he  liberties  of  America  must  tlien  be  preserved 
as  they  wei  e  won — by  the  arms,  the  discijdine,  and 
the  valour  of  her  free  born  sons. 

liut  the  defence  of  nur  country  against  a  foreign 
enemy  doe.s  not  constitute  the  onl}-,  ^perha;is  not; 
the  cjiief,)  motive  of  military  improvements  to  the 
extent  contemplated  by  the  proposition  we  arc 
considering.  The  safi-ty  of  a  republic  depends  as 
much  upon  the  equality  in  the  use  of  arms  amongst 
its  citizens  as  upi'ii  tiie  equality  of  rights;  nothing 
can  be  more  dangerous  in  sucli  a  government  than 
to  havs;aL;:ov.lcd.';e  oi  the  militarv  an  coidhied  to 
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a  part  of  the  people — for  sooner  or  later  >  hat  part  «Hme   cause    v  ill    prolfc    •',«  st.      efi>r  s,   tlie 
will  i^  vern.  ,  palladium  of  \merican  liberty,  musr  bpthei^  ftneion 

The  elfe's  of  discipline  poespssed  by  a  few,  to 'of  rrilitary  discipline  and  a  military  spirit  througU 
control  numbers  >vitHoiit  i  ,  is  to  be  see  ^  i-  all  'heithe  whole  body  of  ihe  people. 
despr)tic  gavernmeiits  of  modern,  as  well  as  ancient       Hut  secondly — Is  the  object  .nttain^hle  ? 
tim''.«.  Tliat  it  is  not   attainable  by  any  of  th.'  system."! 

J-  crerer  1,  'owver,  'he  subj'='rfs  of  those  des    which  liave  heretofore  been  in   msp  in   the  United 
potic  c'f^^'''rnrnents,  which  preserve  'heir  authority   States,  is  very  evidput  from  the  little  success  whicli 


by  standi  p  a'-mies,  are  not  allowed  the  use  of  :<rms; 
h\\*  'he  use  of  arms  is  not  alon*'  stiffi'"ien'.  A  '^trik- 
insf  ex-jmple  of  'his  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the 
Crecian  rep'ihlif-s:  The  Spartans  werf  enabled, 
bv  the  force  of  discipliop  alo'ie,  to  k  ep  in  sub- 
jection for  apfps,  the  Helo's  and  other  ancient  in 
habitants  of  Laconi.i.  T!'ese  men  were  not  only 
alli)wed  the  use  of  arms,  but  upon  almost  every 
occasion,  formed  the  ajreatT  part  of  'he  Licede  no. 
Jitan  arm\';  nor  were  thev  deficient  in  bravery;  but 
they  were  not  permitted  to  learn  that  admira'^-le 
discio1ir>e  whic^  dist'npfuished  the  Oolites,  or  heavy 
armed  i;ifantrv  of  Sparta. 

Another  important  consideration  urping^  the  dif 
fusion  of  «  military  sp'rit  amonpst  our  citizens,  is 
the  counterpoise  it  will  sfford  to  'hit  inor  'inate 
desire  of  wealth,  which  seems  to  have  pervaded 
tl»e  whole  nation,  brinci-ing-  'vith  it  habits  of  luxury, 
manners  and  nrincinlps  highly  unfavourable  to  our 
republicin  institutions 

The  first  effpct  of  this  state  of  society,  is  the 
substiiution  of  a  standi-ifi;'  ar^ny  for  a  nationsl 
mili'ia.  Upon  this  stihject,  the  committee  beg 
leave '(>  make  i  quotation  from  the  reoort  of  gene, 
ral  Iviiox,  corrected  by  president  Washincjton.  "It 
is,"  says  the  patriotic  scr^'ary,  "the  introduction 
of  vice  and  c  jri-uption  of  manners,  into  the  Mass 
of  the  neople.  that  renders  a  standing'  army  neces 
sary — It  is  when  public  spirit  is  despised  and 
av.aric.  i'dolence  and  pfleminary  of  manners  nre 
dominate*,  and  prevent  the  es  rtblishmen'  ofins'itu- 
tio'iS  wliic'  wordf'  elevate  the  minds  of  the  youth 
in  the  p;>ths  of  virtue  and  honor,  that  a  sta^Hlinpf 
army  is  formed  and  riveted  for  ever"  So  *rue  is 
the  princ'ple  here  contended  for,  'hat  it  is  bplievd. 
there  is  no  instance  in  his'orv,  of  a  na'ion  losing-  its 
liher'ies,  wliere  the  military  spirit  of  the  people  did 
not  dec'ine  in  the  same  propor'ion  that,  the  corrup- 
tion of  manners  advanced.  X^or  was  any  free  go- 
vernment ever  overturned  by  an  internal  convul- 
sion,  until  'he  destruction  of  tha'    spirit  had  been 


ha^  attended  them.  The  l^te  w;:r  repp^tedly 
exhibited  the  melancholy  fact  of  la-ge  corps  of 
militia  going  to  the  fi- Id  of  battle,  without  under- 
standing a  <•!•  gle  elementary  principle,  and  with. 
out  being  able  ',o  perform  a  single  evolnclon.  Yet 
militl..  laws  exist,  and  have  exi-ted  in  all  Ih"  stUes 
since  the  war  of  ihe  revolution,  which  ^et  anart 
with  great  precision,  a  number  of  days  in  eaol)  year 
for  the  purposes  of  training  and  discipline.  But 
from  this  plan,  no  good  fruit  h:is  ever  been  pro- 
duced. It  was  an  error  indeed,  common  to  all  the 
militia  systems  in  use  in  the  U  ited  Staies,  that  the 
period  for  training  were  too  short  and  too  distant 
from  <  a  h  other,  to  produce  muc'    benefit. 

To  remedy  this  defect,  camps  of  disaipline  have 
been  recommended.  One  of  the  reasons,  wlijch  go- 
verned the  committee  in  rejecting  that  part  of  the 
secretary  of  war's  recommendation,  his  been  ex- 
plained above;  but  if  that  objection  could  be  over- 
come, the  committee  are  fir  from  thinkinpf  that  the 
object  could  at  «11  be  accomplished  in  diat  way. 
There  is  another  more  formidable  obstacle  to  suc- 
cess; more  formidable,  because  it  arises  from  the 
nature  of  our  government,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  human  cbaricter.  The  sentiments  and  habits 
of  a  free  country,  tiecessarily  produces  amongst  the 
citizens,  a  superior  restlessness  under  restraint, 
than  is  to  be  met  with  ih  the  subjects  of  a  monar- 
chy. This  spirit  frequently  manifests  itself  even  in 
a  career  of  military  services,  where  tlie  high  inte- 
rests involved,  (and  m  which  they  largely  partake,) 
and  the  evident  necessity  of  discipline,  might  be 
supposed  able  to  correct  it  Th :;re  can  scarcely  be 
a  restraint  more  vexatious  and  disgusting  to  a 
ffroion  man  th  ui  the  initiatory  lessons  of  the  milita- 
ry art.  Mditary  discipline  consists  in  the  obser- 
vance of  a  number  of  minute  particidars  which 
to  the  novitiate  in  arms,  have  no  apparent  object; 
but  which  form  the  links  of  a  beautiful  and  connec- 
ted system.  It  is  believed,  that  to  this  cause  is  to 
be  attributed   the  little  progress    which    has  been 


first  produc  d  in  the  hndri  nf  the  fifohle.     It  was  not  i  "^^^^^  '"  draining  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 

nor  is  there  much  prospect  that  any  clnn^-e  of  sys- 
tem could,  with  regard  to  the  present  ?iulititi,  p;o- 
ducrf  tlie  result  at  which  we  aim. 

Ill  searching  for  landm  u'ks  to  guide  us  to  our  ob- 
ject, it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  direct  our  attention 
to  the  modern  nations  of  Europe;  f  roir.  them  we  can 
borrow  nothing  to  aid  our  purpose:  governments 
formed  upon  artificial  distinctions  in  societ)  —  which 
estimate  their  security,  by  the  inability  of  tlieir  sub- 
jects to  resist  oppression,  can  furnish  a  free  people 
with  HO  guides  in  orgmizing  a  system  of  defence 
which  shall  be  purely  national.  We  are,  however, 
not  without  resource. 


imtil  the  amusements  of  the  theatre,  the  baths,  and 
tlie  public  (gardens  Und  superseded  the  exercises 
of  the  C»  nptis  Martius.  that  a  Roman  army  dared 
to  revolt  agninst  its  country,  and  with  the  power 
of  the  swo'd.  to  substitute  for  its  free  instilutifns, 
the  a'*bitr>«ry  will  of  a  dictator,  eighty  years  before 
the  successf  :1  usurpation  of  Cxsnr — the  revolt  of 
an  army  coti!  1  tiave  produced  no  such  consequence. 
Rut  the  habits  of  the  people  had  been  changed; 
no  long:  r  in  every  Riman  citizen  was  to  be  found, 
a  trained  and  p'-actised  soldier;  the  higher  tactics 
were  cultivated  indee-d  with  zeal  and  success  by  a 
martial  nobility.  N  )  period  had  been  more  prolific 
nf  great  generals.     At  none,  had  the  discipline  of 


The  ancient  republics  from  which  we  have  drawn 


the  legions  been  so  perfect;  but  they  were  no  |  many  of  the  choicest  maxims  upon  wiiich  to  found 
longer  filled  by  citizens  taking  their  routine  ofl  our  civil  institutions,  will  furnish  also  a  most  per- 
service.  Tiie  military  had  become  a  distinct  pro-  feet  model  for  our  system  of  nni  ionul  (iefVnce.  The 
fession;  composed  of  men,  v/ho  in  tlie  l;ablts  of  war  |  wliole  secret  of  ancient  miliiMi  y  tjlory — the  foutnla- 
and  pilingf,  had  forg.^tteu  the  sacred  obligations    tion  of  that  wonderful  combination  of  miluarv  skill 


attached  to  their  cltaracter  as  citizens,  and  wh 
were  ever  as  readv  upon  the  suggestion  if  their 
leader,   to  turn  their  arms  agiinst  their  country, 
as  the  enemy  whom  they  were  raised  to  oppose. 
As  in  every  n^e^  Ihcn,  and  in  every  couiUry,  'die 


and  exalted  valor  which  enabled  the  petty  republic 
of  .\thens  to  resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  Persian 
invision;  which  formed  the  w,dls  of  Spuria,  and 
conducted  the  K'm  m  Is^^ions  (iiiflueiiceii  indeed  b? 
i.iaii.aloWLd  itiulives)  to  tiic  coiujii.;bt  of  the  \Vi;rld'j 
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will  be  found  in  the  m.Iitiry  education  ot  Iheiri  That  a  corps  oFthe  railitarv  inslilutions  shoiikl 
youth.  Tne  victories  of  M  u-atlion  and  Platea,  of  j  be  formed  to  attend  to  the  gymnastic  and  el'^monia- 
Cynocephele  and  Pydna,  were  the  practical  results  ji-y  p^rt  of  education  in  every  school  in  the  United 
of  the  exercises  of  the  Campus  M.irtius  and  G)m-jStat-s,  whlht.  the  more  scientific  part  of  the  art  of 
iiasia.  It  is  on  a  foundation  of  this  kind,  and  of i  war  shall  be  communicated  bv  professors  of  tactics 
this  kind  only,  that  an  energetic  national  militia  to  be  established  in  all  the  higher  seminaries, 
can  be  established.  The  committee  are   fully  aware   that  the  estab- 

"An  e.-ianinaaion  into  the  employment.s  and  obli-jlishmenl  of  an  institution  whicli  from  its  nature  is 
gations  of  individuals  comprising  the  society,"  says,  calculated  to  produce  an  important  cj-^.nge  in  the 
general  Knox,  "will  evince  the  impossibility  of  dif    mann'^rs  and  habits   of  the  nation,   will  be  received 


fusing  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  by 
any  other  meam  than  a  course  of  discipline  during 
the  period  of  non-ig';;';  the  time  necessary  to  acquire 
this  important  knowledge  cannot  be  afforded  at  any 


with  caution  and  distrust,  by  a  people  jealous  of 
their  liberties,  md  who  boast  of  a  government  wliicii 
executes  its  powers  with  the  least  possible  sacrifice 
of  individual   rii^hts.     An  encroachment  upon    indi- 


other  period  of  life  with  so  little  injury  to  the  pub-ividual  rights  forms  no  part  of  their  system.  It  i^ 
lie  or  private  interests."  Nothing  is  more  true  than  j  not  a  conscription  which  withdraws  from  an  anx 
what  is  here   advanced,  and  yet  it  is  most  singularjious  parent,  a  son  for  wliose  monls  he  fears  more 


that  the  amiable  and  patriotic  secretary  should 
have  founded  his  plan  upon  a  cotirse  of  instruction 
to  commence  wiihin  the  limits  of  non-age,  indeed, 
but  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  it,  that  all  the  objec- 
tions whicli  could  be  made  to  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia at  a  more  advanced  age  will  apply  tqually  to  it, 
with  the  addition  of  others  which  are  more  cogent, 
and  which  are  supposed  to  be  inherent  in  the  sys- 
tem itself.  Of  his  advanced  c<u-ps,  composed  of  the 
youth  of  18,  1 9,  and  20  years  of  age,  those  of  18  and 
19  are  to  be  drawn  out  for  thirty  days  in  er.chyear, 
and  those  of  20  for  ten  days,  to  be  instructed  in 
camps  of  discipline 


than  for  his  life.  It  is  not  a  Persian  or  Turkish 
mandate  to  educate  tiie  youth  within  the  purlieus  of 
a  corrupt  court,  but  a  system  as  purely  republican 
in  practice  as  in  principle. 

The  means  are  furnished  by  the  government,  and 
the  American  youth  are  called  upon  to  qualify 
themselves  under  tlie  immediate  inspection  of  their 
parents,  or  of  tutors  chosen  by  their  parents,  for  the 
sacred  task  of  defending  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try. 

Althotigh  the  system  of  general  Knox  widely  dif- 
fers from  that  which  has  been  recouim^nded  by  the 
committee,  his  opinion  of  the  efiecls  to  be  produced 


It  has  been  strongly  urged  against  this  plan,  that  |  by  it  is  conceived  to  be  more  particularlv  applica 
the  separation  of  the  youth,  at  that  critical  age,  Ib'le  to  the  latter.  "If  llie  United  States,"  savs  he, 
from  the  superintending  vigilance  of  ttieir  parents  } "possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to  establish  the  fi'rst  in- 
and  guardians  wotild  be  a  very  dangerous  step,  and  jstitullon,  for  the  military  instruction  of  the  youtli, 
that  the  loss  of  time  from  the  pursuit  of  their  pro- 1  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  prociuce  the  most 
fessions  and  occupations  would  prove  to  them  a  j unequivocal  advan. ages.  A  glorious  national  spi- 
most  serious  evil.  rit  will  be  introduced   wi'ii  its    extensive  train  of 

Wlialever  force  there  may  be  in  these  ohjedions,' political   consequences.     The  youdi  will  imbibe  a 

love  of  their  country,   reverence  and  obedience   to 


the   committee    are    fully  persuaded  that    the  itn- 
provement  to  be  derived  from  tlie  execution  of  tins 


its  laws,    cotirage  and  elevation  of  mind,  openness 


plan,  would  not  coiTipensate  for  the  expense  andjand  liberality  of  character,  accompanied  by  a  just 
loss  of  time  it  would  occasion.  The  perfection  of  isplrit  of  honor.  In  addition  to  whicii,  their  bodies 
discipline,  as  it  regards  the  soldier,  is  the  grace,;  will  acquire  a  robustness,  gready  conducive  to  their 
the  precision,  and  address  with  which  he  performs  I  personal  happiness:  while  liablt.'witli  its  silent,  but 
certain  evolutions.  To  arrive  at  this  perfection  jefRcacious  operations,  will  durably  cement  the  sys- 
long  continued  practice  is  essential.  item" 

And  since  it  must  be  evident,  that  the   time  ne-j      That  the  house  may  possess  all  the  information 
cessary  for  this  purpose  cannot  be  taken  irom  the  necessary  to   act  upon'  tills  important  subject,  the 


avocations  of  our  citizens,    after  they  have  arrived 
at  the  age  of  manhoo.l,the  only  alternative  is  to  de 
vise  a  rvstem  of   military    instruction,  wltich  shall 


committee  respecti'uUy  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required 


be  engrafted  on  and  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  edu;  to  prepare  and  lay    before  this  House,  at  the  ne.\t 
cation  of  our  youth.  'session  of  congress,  a  plan  fi)r  the  militarv  insiruc- 

The  organization  of  a  system,  thus  extensive  Inition  of  all  tiic  youth  of  the  United  Slates  i'l  the  way 
its  operations,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of  somej  wiilch  is  best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  with  as 
time  and  ditfictdty.  The  want  of  statistical  infor-  little  injury  as  possible  to  the  ordinary  course  of  ed- 
mitlonwill  prevent  the  committee  from  subtul'tlng  ncation. 


to  the  house,  at  this  time,  more  than  the  outline  of 
tbelrplan.  It  15  embraced  in  the  lollowing  propo- 
sitions: 

As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military  pirt 
of  the  education  of  the  youth,  will  accrue  to  the 
community  and  not  to  the  individuals  who  actjuire 
it,  it  Is  proper  ti'iat  the  wholr-  expanse  of  the  eslab- 
lifehment  should  be  borne  by  tite  public  treas'ir.. 

'i'hat  to  comport  with  tlie  equality,  v.-jiich  is  the 


ESTIMATES 

Of  the  expenaes  of  trainitig  tl,e  ofjicern  and  csrgean's 
rf  the  mUitia  of  the  United  Siatrs  The-fe  estimates 
are  made  on  a  mipposed  number  of  one  hnndred 
thvusmid men,  divided  equally,  as  nearly  as  may  ot, 
into  twenty  fve  drin-udes. 

Isl.  Estimate  upon  the  supposition   that  the  of- 
ficers and  sergeants  receive  full   pay,   without   ra- 
-    .       .         ,         -       .       .        ,.  ,  ■  tions,  or  an  allowance  for  rations  or  forarre,  except 

basis  ofourconstittit.ou,  the  organization  of  the  es-,^^  ^,,^  sergeants,  for  whom  rations  might    be  ne- 
tabhshment  should  be  seen  as  to  extend,  without Lggg.^,.y      °  ° 

exception,  to  eveiv  indiviilual  of  tiie  proper  age. 

Tiiat  to  secure  I'hi?,  tlie  contemplated  military  In-i  ^-^f^'^  i^rigade  containing,  according  to  estimate, 
struction  should  not  be  given  in  distinct  schools,  j  4,000  mei>,  will  be  composed  of  four  regiments  or 
cstabli',hed  for  that  purpose,  but  that  it  siiould  form  |  ''»•'}'  companies. 

.a  branch  of  education  in  i,vcry  school  wlthiii  the.     There  wouid  then  be  the  fidlowlng  field  and  staff 
I'uited  Slal;;s.  '  officers,  w!io  should  attend  the  training. 
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50  OU 


300 

00 

24[j 

00 

20U 

OU 

1,600 

00 

l,2u0 

00 

1,000 

00 

2,240  00 

S6,994 

00 

1    Brigudur  tuU  piy,  §1^4 

1  Brigade  inspector,  with  the  pay 

of'  major, 
4  Colonels,  at  g75 
4  Lieuttnunt  colonels,  at  §60 
4  Majors,  at  §50  ^ 

40  C.pt<iins,  at  S40 
4iJ  I.ieiiienarsts,  at  §30 
40  Second  lieutentiiii-,  at  ^25 
160  Sergeants,   at  g8  pay,  and  §6  for 
rations 

Amount  of  expenses  of  one  brigade, 

Tlieadjvitant  to  be  taken  from  the  line. 
Brijjaaes  25. 

Expense  of  training  officers  for  one 
month  at  full  pay,  of  twenty-five 
bni^ades,  or  one  hundred  thousand 
me'ii.  SlJ'3,850  00 

And  estimating  the  United  States'  militia  at  a  mill- 
ion, then  the  total  expense  of  training  the  officei-s  of 
the  whole  militia,  would  be  some  lumdred  thous- 
and dollars  less  than  two  millions. 

Tue  ti)llo\ving  estimate  is  made,  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  the  officers  receiving  only  iialf  pay;  the  esti- 
mate proceed'^,  however,  upon  a  supposition  that  no 
officer  is  to  receive  less  than  thirty  dollars  per 
month;  and  the  sergeants  full  pay  and  rations. 
Second  estimate  for  100,000  men. 
1  Brigadier,  half  pay,  52  00 

1  Brig.ide  inspector,  30  00 

4  Colonels,  h,'>lf  pay,  150  00 

4  Lieutenant  colonels,  do.  120  Ou 

4  .M.j.irs,  S30  each,  120  00 

120  Captains  and  lieutenants,  at  gjO,  3,600  00 

loO  Sergeants,  pay  and  rations,  2,240  UO 


For  officers  of  one  brigade, 
For  twenty-five  brigades. 


S6,3IiiJ  00 


S157,S00  00 


And  for  1,000  000,  S1,J7S,000  UO 

At  thirty   dollars  per  month,  except  seigeants, 

and  leaving  tiiem  on  toll  pay  and  rations,  then  the 

amount  would  oc  varietl,  as  will  ap  ear  by  the  third 

estimate,  VIZ; 

134  Officers  in  a  brigade  of  4,000,  at  S30,  4,020  00 
16j  Sergeants  on  tull  pay  and  rations,         2,240  00 


One  brigade. 


6,260  00 


For    100,000,  making  twenty-five  bri- 
gades, 156,500  Oj 


And  for  one  million. 


§1,565,000  00 


Copt/  of  Genera!  JCiiox's  report  on  the  arrangement 
and  classijicatioiL  of  thi  uiiLtiu,  made  to  the  House 
f>j' Representatives,  on  the  \%th  January,  179J. 

JVar  Office,  January  liith,  1790. 
SIR — Having  submitted  to  your  considera'.ion  a 
plan  tor  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  which  1  had  presented  to  the  late  con- 
gress, and  you  having  approved  the  general  p' m- 
ciples  thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,  I  now  re- 
spectfully lay  the  same  before  you,  modified  ac 
cording  to  the  alterations  you  were  pleased  to  sug- 
gest. 

It  has  been  my  anxious  desire  to  devise  a  na 
tional  system  of  defence,   adequate  to  the  probable 
exigencies  of   llie  United  States,    whether   arising 
from  internal  or  external  catises;  and  at  the  same 


time  to  erect  a  standard  of  republican  magnanimity, 
independent  of,  and  superior  to,  the  powerful  influ- 
ence of  wealth. 

Tlie  convulsive  events,  generated  by  tlie  inordi- 
nate pursuit  of  riches  or  ambition,  lequire  that  the 
government  should  possess  a  strong  corrective  arm. 
The  idea  is  therefore  submitted,  whether  an  ef- 
ficient military  branch  of  government,  cim  be  in- 
vented with  safety  to  the  great  principles  of  liberty, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  formed  of  the  people 
themselves,  and  supported  by  their  habiu  and  man- 
ners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

With  the  most  perfect  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H   KNOX, 

Sec.  for  the  iVar  Department. 
The  President  of  the  United  Ulates. 

THE  INTIiODUCTIOiV. 

That  a  WA[  constituted  republic  is  more  favora- 
ble to  tht  li  •erties  of  society,  and  that  its  princi- 
ples give  an  Higher  elevation  to  the  human  mind 
than  any  other  form  of  governmen*,  has  generally 
b>^en  acknowledged  by  the  unprejudiced  and  eQ- 
liglitenedpartol  mmlcind. 

But  it  is  at  ihe  same  time  acknowledged,  that 
unless  a  repuolic  prepares  itself  by  proper  ar- 
rangements to  meet  those  exigencies  to  which  all 
slates  are  in  a  degree  liable,  that  its  peace  and 
existence  are  more  precarious  than  the  forms  of 
government  in  which  the  will  of  one  directs  the 
con  luct  of  the  whole,  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

A  government  whose  measures  must  be  the  re- 
sult of  multiplied  deliberations,  is  seldom  in  a  situ- 
ation to  produce  instaiuly  those  exertions  which 
the  occasion  may  demand;  therefore  it  ought  to 
possess  such  energetic  establishments  as  should 
enable  it,  by  the  vigor  of  its  own  citizens  to  con- 
trol events  as  they  arise,  instead  of  bein^"  convulsed 
or  subverted  by  them. 

It  is  tile  misfortune  of  modern  ages,  that  gov- 
ernments have  been  formed  by  chance  and  events 
instead  of  system;  that  widiout  fixed  principles, 
they  are  braced  or  rel.ixed,  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  predominating  power  of  the  rulers 
or  the  ruled.  The  rulers  possessing  separate  inter- 
ests trom  the  people,  excepting  in  some  of  the  high 
toned  monarcliies,  in  which  all  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  princes  seems  annihilated. 

Hence  we  look  roun<l  Europe  in  vain  for  an  ex- 
tensive government,  rising  on  the  power  iniierent 
in  the  people,  and  performing  its  operations  entire- 
ly for  their  benefit.  But  we  find  artificial  force 
governing  every  where,  and  the  people  generally 
made  subservient  to  tlie  elevation  and  caprice  of 
the  few:  almost  every  nation  appearing  to  be  busily 
emploved  in  conducting  some  external  war;  grap- 
pling With  internal  commotion;  or  endeavoring  to 
extricate  itself  from  impending  debts  which  threa- 
ten to  overwhelm  it  with  ruin.  I'rinces  and  min- 
isters seem  neither  to  have  leisure  nor  inclination 
to  bring  forward  institutions  for  diffusing  general 
strength,  knowh-dge,  and  happiness;  but  they  seem 
to  understand  well  the  Machiavehan  m:.xim  of  po- 
litics— divide  and  govern. 

May  the  United  States  avoid  the  errors  and  crime.«5 
of  other  governments,  and  possess  the  wisdom  to 
embrace  the  present  invaluable  opportunity  of  es- 
tablishing such  institutions  as  sliall  invigorate,  ex- 
alt, and  perpetuate  the  great  principles  of  freedom; 
an  opportunity  pregnant  with  tiie  fate  of  millions, 
but  rapidly  borne  on  the  wings  of  time,  and  may 
never  jigain  re  turn. 
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The  public  min>l,  unbiased  by  superstition  or 
prejudice,  ses-ms  hippily  prepared  to  receive  the 
impressions  o*' wisiiom  Tlif*  latent  springs  of  hu- 
man action,  ascrt.  iin -d  by  f!»e  s.  utidar>l  of  experi- 
ence, rrny  be  re.a:uUted  and  made  subservient  to 
the  noble  purpose  of  fornning  a  dignified  national 
eh.iricter. 

Tlie  causes  by  wiiich  nations  have  ascended  and 
declined,  tliroU),di  the  various   ages   of  the    world, 
TnaT  be  c  dinly  and    accuratdy  determined;  .nd  the 
United  States  may  r>e  pUced  in  the  snigularly  for 
tuna'e  condition  of  coiu'nei'fiug  then  career  of  em- 


pire, with  tiie  .iccumulited   knowledge    of  all   the    beestiblished 


are  formed;  a  principle  ever  ready  to  execute  the 
1  nvs,  and  defend  the  state,  must  constantly  exist. 
Witlioul  this  vital  principle,  the  govornmm'  would, 
be  invaded  or  overturned,  and  trampled  upon  by 
the  bold,  and  (mbitious.  Xo  cornmunity  can  be 
long  held  together,  unless  its  arrangements  are  ade- 
quate to  its  probable  exigencies. 

If  it  should  »e  decided  to  reject  a  standing  army 
for  the  military  brancii  of  the  govpi-ninent  of  the 
United  States,  as  possessing  too  fierce  an  aspect, 
and  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  libertv,  it 
will  follow,  that  a  well  constituted  mditia  ought  tt> 


known  soci-'tjes  and  governments  of  he  globe 

The  strength  of  the  government,  like  the  strength 
of  any  other  vast  imcI  complicated  machine,  will 
depend  on  a  dtie  adjtistment  of  its  several  parts. 
Its  agriculture,  its  commerce,  its  laws,  its  finance, 
its  sysl'?m  of  defence,  and  its  m^nni-rs  and  habits, 
all  req'ure  consideration,  and  the  highest  exercise 
«r  politic.il  wisdom. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  present  attempt  to  siig 


A  consideration  of  the  subject  will  show  the  im- 
prac:  icabdity  of  disciplining  at  one-,  liie  muss  of  tlie 
|)eople.  All  discussions  on  the  suliject  of  apow- 
erful  militia,  will  result  in  one  or  other  of  tlie  fol- 
lowing principles. 

1st.  Eiiher  efficient  institutions  mtist  he  estab- 
lished for  the  military  education  of  the  yoiiiji,  and 
that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein  shall  be  dif- 
fused throughout  the  community,   by  the  mean  of 


gest  the  most  efficient  system  ofdefence  which  may  i  rotation:  Or, 

be  compitible  with  the  int^^rests  of  i  free  people:  a       2dly.  That  the  militia  must  be  formed  of  substi- 

system  which  shall  not  onlv  produce  the  expectedi  tutes,  after  the  manner  of  the  militia  of  Great  Brit- 

effect,  but  which    in  its   operitions,  shall  also  pro  I  ain. 

duce  those  habits  and    manners  wliich  will  impart!      If  the  United  States  possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to 

strength  and  durability  to  the  whole  government.   {  establish  the  first  institution,  it  may    reasonably  be 

The  modern  practice  of  Europe,  with  respect  to|  expected  to  produce  the  most  unequivocal  advmta- 
the  employment  of  standiwg  armies,  has  created  I  ges.  A  glorious  nation.al  spirit  will  bt^  introduced, 
such  a  mass  of  opinion  in  their  favor,  that  even  phi-'  with  its  extensive  train  of  politic  d  consequences, 
losophers,  and  tiie  advocates  for  liberty,  have  fre- ;  Tlie  youth  will  imbibe  a  love  of  their  country;  rev- 
quently  confessed  their  use,  and  necessity,  lu  cer-  erence  and  obedience  to  its  laws;  courige  and  ele- 
tain  cases.  vation  of  mind;  openness  and  liberality  of  character, 

But  whoever  seriously  and  candidly  estimates  the  accompanied  by  a  just  spirit  of  honor;  in  .idditiou 
power  of  discipline,  and  the  tendency  of  military }  to  which,  their  bodies  will  require  a  robustness, 
habits,  will  be  constrained  to  confess,  that  whatev-i  greatly  conducive  to  their  personal  hijjpiness,  as 
er  may  be  the  efficacy  of  a  standing  army  in  war,,  well  as  the  defence  of  their  country;  wiole  habit, 
it  cannot  in  peace  be  considered  as  fnen  Uy  to  the  |  with  its  silent,  but  efficacious  operations.  Will  dura- 
rights  of  hiUTian    nature.     The  recent  instance  in]  bly  cement  the  system. 

France  cannot  with  propriety  be  brought  to  over- i  H.ibit,  that  powerful  and  tiniversal  law,  incessant- 
turn  the  general  principle,  built  upon  the  uniform!  ly  acting  o1i  the  human  race,  well  deserves  he  at- 
experience  of  mankind.  It  may  be  found  on  exam-'  tention  of  legislators.  Formed  at  first  in  individu- 
ining  the  causes  that  appear  to  have  influenced  thejals,  by  separ.-^te  and  itlmost  imjjercepiible  impulses 
military  of  France,  that  while  the  springs  of  power  |  until  at  length  it  acquires  a  force  which  controls 
were  wound  up  in  the  n.ition  to  the  highest  pitch,:  with  irresistible  sway  The  effects  of  salutary  or 
that  the  discipline  of  the  army  was  proportionably  i  pernicious  habits,  operating  on  a  whole  nation  are 
relaxed.  But  any  argument  on  lliis  head,  may  be ;  immense,  and  decides  its  rank  and  character  in  the 
considered  as  unnecessary  to  the  enlightened  ciii-  world. 


zensof  the  United  States. 

A  small  corps  of  v/ell  disciplined  and  well  in- 


Hence  the  science  of  legislation  teaches  to  scru- 
tinize every  national  institution,  as  it  may  introduce 


formed   artillerists  and   engineers,  and  a  legion  for 'proper  or  improper  h  ibits,    to  adopt  with  reli).,ious 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  magazines,    z^al  the  former,  ,iiid  reject  vvitii  horror  the  latter, 
and   arsenals,    are  all    the  military    establisnment  j      A  republic,  constructed  on  the  principles  herein 
which  may  be  required   for  the  present  use  of  thej  stated,  would  be  uninjured  by  events,  sufficient  to 
United  Statf.s.  j  overturn   a  government  supported   solely  by    the 

Tile  privates  of  the  corps  to    be  enlisted    for  a   uncertain  powr  of  a  .standing  army. 


certain   period,  and  after  the  e.Kpiration  of    which, 
to  return  to   the  I'ass  of  the  citizens. 

An  energetic  national  militia  is  to  be  regarded  as 


The  well  informed  members  of  the  community, 
actuateil  by  the  highest  motives  of  self-love,  would 
form  the  real  defence  of  the  country.     Rebellions 


the  capital  security  of  a  free  republic;  and  not  a  would  be  p'-i'vented,  or  suppressed  with  ease.  Inva- 
.standmg  army,  forming  a  distinct  class  in  the  com-  sions  of  such  a  government  woulii  be  underrrken 
munity.  only  by  madmen;  and  the  virtues  and  knowledge  of 

It  is  the  introductii)n  and  difTiision  of  vice   and   the  people,  would  effectually  oppose  the  introduc- 
corruption  of  manners  into  the  mass  of  \U:t  people,  |  tion  of  tyranny. 

that  renders  a  standing  army  necessary..  It  is  wh^n  B^it  'iiesf-cond  principle — a  militia  of  substitutes, 
public  spirit  is  <lespised,  and  avarice,  indolence,  j  is  pregnant  in  a  degree,  with  the  mischiefs  of  a 
and  pfTemin.icy  of  manners  nredoniin  ite,  and      .e-    standing  umy,  as  it  is  highly    probable    die  suhsti- 


vent  the   est  iblishment  of  institutions  wliicii  would 
elevate  the  minds  of  the  youths  ii>  Ih  ■  pi' lis  nf  vir 
tue  and  honor,  that  a  standing  army  is  formeil    nul 
rivetted  forever. 

WJiile  the  human  charicter  remains  unclianj^ed, 
snd  society  and  governraants  of  considerable  exlentj 


line  to  lime,  will  be    nearly    the   same 


tuies  from 

men,  'lul  tli*  most  idle  and  worthless  part  of  the 
community.  Wc  1  h\  families,  proud  of  distinc- 
tions,'vhich  richi^s  may  confer,  will  prevent  their 
sons  from  scrvin^^  in  the  militi;j  of  siibstiMUes;  the 
plan  will   degenerate    into  habitual  oontempl;    a 
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standing  army  will  be  introduced,  and  the  liberties 

^f  the  people  subjected  to  all  the  contingencies  of 
events. 

The  expense  attending  an  energetic  establisli- 
ment  of  militia  may  be  s.lrongly  urged  as  an  objec- 
t.iDn  to  the  institution.  But  it  is  to  be  remember 
ed,  that  this  objection  is  levelled  at  botli  systems, 
whether  by  rotation  or  by  substitutes;  for  if  the 
numbers  are  equal,  the  expense  will  also  be  equal. 
The  estimate  of  the  expense  will  show  its  unimpor- 
TaMce  wiien  compared  with  tlie  magnitude  and  be- 
f.eiicial  effects  of  the  institution. 

IJiit  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  cheer- 
fully consent  to  the  expenses  of  a  measure  calcula- 
ted to  serve  as  a  perpetual  barrier  to  their  liber- 
ties. Especially  as  they  well  know  that  (he  dis- 
bursemeiUs  will  be  made  among  the  members  of 
the  same  cjuimunity,  and  tlicrefore  caauol  be  in- 
jnrious. 

Every  intelligent  mind  would  rejoice  in  tlie  es- 
tablishme.at  of  an  institution,  uirler  wiiose  auspices 
the  youth  and  vigor  of  the  coiistitution  would  be 
i-enewed  with  each  successive  generation,  and  whicii 
Would  appear  to  secure  the  great  principles  of 
freedom  and  happineis  against  tue  injuries  of  time 
and  events. 

Tile  following  plan  is  formed  oa  these  general 
principles: 

1st.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  every 
nation,  to  establish  all  necessary  instituiions  for  its 
own  perfection  and  defence. 

2dlj'.  That  it  is  a  capital  security  to  a  free  state, 
for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  possess  a  com- 
petent knowleilge  of  tlie  military  art. 

odly.  That  tliis  knowledge  cannot  be  attained  in 
the  present  state  of  society,  but  by  establisliing 
adequate  institutions  for  the  military  education  of 
youth;  and  that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein 
should  be  diti'used  throughout  the  communiiy,  by 
the  principles  of  rotation. 

4lhly.  That  every  man  of  liie  proper  age  and 
ability  of  body,  is  firmly  bound  by  the  social  com- 
pict,  to  perform,  personally,  his  proportion  of  mili- 
tary duty  for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

otiily.  That  all  men  of  the  legal  military  age, 
fchould  be  armed,  enrolled,  and  held  responsiole  for 
different  degrees  of  military  service. 

And,  Gthly  Tiial,  agreeably  to  the  constitution, 
the  United  States  are  to  provide  for  orgiiiizing 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia;  and  for  gover- 
ning sach  part  of  them  us  miy  be  ein[)ioyed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  reserving  to  the 
states,  respectively,  Uie  appointment  of  the  officers, 
and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according 
to  the  discipline  [irescriiied  by  &!;iigress. 

THE   PL\X. 

Tiie  period  of  life  on  which  ruilitary  service  shall 
be  required  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
commence  at  eighteen,  and  terminate  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years. 

Tiie  men  compreiiended  by  this  description,  ex- 
clusive of  such  exceptions  as  the  legislatures  of  the 
resp;:Ctlve  states  may  think  proper  to  make,  and 
all  actual  mariners,  sh.dl  be  enrolled  for  diflerent 
degrees  of  miittary  duty,  and  divided  into  three  dis- 
tinct classes. 


Tlie  first   class 


comprehend  the  youth  of 


eigliteen,  nineteen,  and  I'.veiity  years  of  age,  to  be 
dcnDinin  .ted  the  aivanoel  corjjs. 

'fiie  second  class  sliall  include  the  men  from  twen- 
ty-one xa  forty-live  year^  uf  age,  to  be  denominated 
tha  main  corps. 

Tae  t'liird  class  shall  comprehend,  inclusively, 
Sur.  'io  Vol.  X\y..  O 


the  men  from  fdrty-six  to  sixty  yeai'S  of  age,  to  be 
•  lenoiTunated  the  reserved  coips. 

All  tlie  mdiiiaof  the  United  S'atcs  sh.^ll  assume 
the  form  of  the  legion,  whicii  shall  be  the  perma- 
nent establishment  thereof. 

A  legion  shall  consist  of  one  hiindred  and  fifty 
'hree  commissioned  oilicers,  and  two  thotisaiui 
eight  Uundred  and  eighty  non-commissioneu  oifi- 
cers  and  privates,  fbrnied  in  the  following  manner: 
First.  The  Legionary  Suiff. 
One  legionary,  or  nvijoi-gtneral,  two  aids-de- 
camp  of  tlie  rank  of  major,  one  of  whom  to  be  iha 
legionary  quarter-master,  one  nispecior  ai:d  deputy 
adjutant-giiieral,  of  the  rank  of  lieuttiiant-coloiiei, 
one  chapUin. 

Second      The  J3rigade  Sla^'. 
One  brigadiergencr  .!,  one  brigadt-inspecter,  to 
serve  as  an  aid  de-camp. 

Third.     The  liegimcntal  "^''^J?- 
One  lieulenant-colonel-CDmmaiidani,  uvo  major.s, 
one  adjiiiant,  one  pa}  -master,  or  agent,  one  quarter- . 
muster. 

Fourth.  T-iVu  brig'iides  of  infantry. 
F.ich  brigade  of  two  regai.:fnts,  each  regiment 
of  eight  companies,  fornMui;-  two  battalions,  eacn 
company  of  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  six  ser- 
geants, one  drum,  one  iii'e,  and  slxiy-four  rank  aiid 
Hie. 

F'fth.     T-ioo  companies  nf  rijleineii. 
Each  company  to  have  a  caplaln,  lieutenant,  en- 
sign, six  sergeants,  a  bugle  horn,    one  drum,    an.d 
sixty-foiir  rank  and  file. 

Sixth.     A  batttllion  iif  artillery. 
Consisting  of  four  companies,  each  to  have  a  cap- 
tain,   captain-lieuleil:uit,    one    lieutenant;   six  ser- 
geants,  twelve   artificers,   and  fifty-two  rank  anJ 
file. 

Seventh.     A  iqnadron  of  cavalry. 
Consisting  of  two  tioojjs,  each  troop  to  have  a, 
captain,    two    lieuienants,  a  cornet,  six  sergeants, 
one  farrier,  one  saddler,  one  trumpeter,  and  sixty- 
four  dragooris. 

In  Case  the  wiiole  number  of  the  advanced  corps 
in  any  state,  should  be  insufficient  to  form  a  legiijit 
of  this  extent,  yet  the  coiTii)onent  parts  must  bi; 
preserved,  and  th?  reduction  proportioned,  as  near- 
ly a*  may  be,  to  each  part. 

The  companies  of  all  the  corps  iiliall  be  divided 
into  sections  of  twelve  each.  It  is  proposed  by  ihis 
division,  to  establish  one  uniform  vita!  principle,- 
wliich  in  pence  and  war,  sliall  pervade  the' nuhiia, 
of  the  United  Slates. 

All  requisitions  fof  men  to  form  an  army,  eithc'r' 
for  state  or  federal  purposes,  siiall  be  iurnished  'oy 
the  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  of  the  sec- 
tions. 

The  executive  government,  or  comratnVJer  in 
cliiefof  the  nulitia  of  each  state,  will  assess  tli.-t 
numbers  required,  on  the  respective  legions  uf  theatf 
corj>s. 

'I'he  legionary  general  will  direct  the  proportions 
to  be  furnished  by  each  part  of  his  c>>mmund.  Siiould 
the  demand  be  so  great  as  to  require  oii'a  ma'n  from 
each  section,  then  the  operation  hereby  directed 
shall  be  piriormed  by  single  sections.  But  if  a  less 
number  should  be  required,  they  will  be  furnished 
by  an  association  of  sections  or  conipanies,  ac- 
cording to  liie  demand.  In  any  case,  it  is  probable 
that  mutual  convenience  in  ty  dictate  an  agreement 
with  an  in  Uvidual  to  perform  tiie  service  required. 
If,  however,  no  agreement  can  be  made,  one  inusc 
be  detached  by  an  inJiscr. minute  draugh'.,  and  t  i«- 
others  shall  pay  iiira  a  sum  of  mon.ey,  equal  to  li.e 
average   sum    v.h  ch  eh.tll  be  paid  in   tiie   4.iiiie  .c- 
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g  oil  tor  the  v;)i;iiiuiry  perrormaiice  ot  the  service 
reqiurefl. 

1:!  c  se  any  sections,  or  companies  of  a  legion,  af- 
tei-  liav.ng  iiiriiisiiecl  its  o'-vii  quola,  sliouLl  liuve 
mote  niei),  wai.Hj^-  to  engage  i'ov  liie  service  re- 
q.nrcd,  uiher  coip.piir.ies  ot  liic  6a.me  legion  shall 
h  ve  permission  to  c-C!;^;.{;e  iheni.  The  sume  tule 
toexuMul  tn  llie  difKreiii  legions  in  llie  sta'u*. 

I'i:';  lc;ji;>nur_v  yenoral  n.iut  be  reL,jionsaiii;  u>  llie 
commander  in  c.liiyfof  liie  nulaia  ol  the  hV.As,  Uial 
tlie  men  liirnislufd  are  aCc()i\iiii_^  to  llie  ticscrijitiun, 
an.i  lliai  ti;ey  are  ecpii|ipcd  in  Itie  iriaiuie;,  un  • 
inai-chcd  to  tiie  i"i;n:Je'^>ou3,  coniurm.iLii)  lolheor- 
dei--  for  that  piuposo 


are  to  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  war,  but  they  are, 
111  all  cases  of  exigencfc,  to  serve  as  an  acliul  dij. 
fence  to  the  coii'immity. 

Tile  whole  ot  tiie  armed  corps  sliail  be  clothed 
accoiiiing  to  tlie  manner  hereafter  diiec led,  aitiied 
.•md  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  tiie  United  Slates; 
and  all  the  youth  of  the  said  corps,  in  each  slate, 
siull  be  encamped  together,  if  piaciicable,  or  by 
legioii!,;  winch  encanipmeius,  shall  be  aciioniinaled, 
tlie  anniial  camps  of  discipline. 

The  youth  ot  eij^liteeii  and  nineteen  years,  shall 
be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  successively  in  eacii 
year,  and  tiiose  of  twenty  years,  sliall  be  disciplin- 
ed only  i'or   ten  da}  s   in  each  jear,  which    shall  be 


'i  ne   men   \\  ho    m^y  be  drafted,    shall  not  serve  j  the  last  ten  uays  of  die  annual  encampments. 

more  thui  ihrce  years  at  one  time.  }      The  noncommissioned    officers  and   privates  are 

'I'iie   r^'served  corps  being  destined  for  the  do- I  not  to  receive  any  pay,  during  the  said  time;   but 

meatic  defence  of  the  stale,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  '■  the    commissioned  ulHcers  will  receive  the    pay  of 

furnish  !;;en,  excepting  m  casL;s  of  actuil  invasion,'  their  relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  the  federal  estab- 

li;;limcnt,  fur  the  time  being. 
!n  order  th^t  the  [Ami  shall  effectually  answer  the 


or   r::beliion;   and   liien  the  men  required  shall   b 
Utrni.-.iied  by  iiic.Tns  of  tlie  sectioiu. 

T.i«  aclutd  cominissi')iied  ollictrs  of  the  lespec- 
■  ive  corps,  shall  rot  be  included  in  the  sections, 
nor  ill  any.of  tiie  f.p'ralioiis  ihereuf. 

The  respective  states  slialt  be  divided  into  nor 


end  proposed,  th;,  hr^t  diy  of  January  sliall  be  the 
fixed  period,  for  all  who  attain  the  age  of  eighteen 
year.s  in  any  part,  or  durmg  the  course  of  each  )  ear, 
to  be  enrolled  111  the  ativaiiced    corps,  and  to  take 


tioiis  or  (iislncts,  each  of  vdiich  lo  contain,  as  near-  I  the  iiecessai-y  oaths  to  perform  personally,  such   le 


ly  -'s  may  be,  :>;)nie  complete  pari  oi  a  legion. 
Evtry  citizen  of   tlie   United   Ha'-cs,   who  shall 


gal  iHilitary  service  as  may  be  directeii,  for  tlie  full 
uid  complete  term  of  three  years,  to  be  estimated 


serve  his  {.oimtry  in  tiie  field,  for  the  space  of  one  I  from  the  lime  of  entrance  into  the  said  coips,  and 
year,  eitii.er  ws  an  oiiicer  or  soldier,  shall,  if  under  !  also,  to  t:dic  an  oatli  of  allegiance  to  the  slate,  and 
the  age  of  tweiHi  -oiie  years,  he  exempted  from  the  |  to  the  United  Slates. 

servjcei-f  quired  1:1  the  advanced  corps.  If  he  shall  Tiie  commaiiding  oiTicer,  or  general  of  the  ad- 
be  .;bove  liie  a<re  of  f'-'enty-ona  year^-j  llien  evei-y  ;  vanced  legions  of  liie  distiicl,  shall  rej,'ulaie  the 
yeur  iie  sh.dl  ho  serve  in  the  fi-ld,  siiall  be  cslima- i  m;mner  ot  the  service  of  tlie  youth  respectively, 
ted  as  equal  to  .-six  years  service  in  the  main  or  re- i  wisether  it  shall  be  the  inf^intry,  artillery,  or  cavai- 
servetl  corps,  and  hliall  accordingly  exempt  him  ]  ry,  but  after  h.iving  entered  iiilaeitlierot  them,  no 
fr<i;n  every  service  therein  for  the  said  term  of  six  '  ciiange  should  be  allowed. 

yt:<rs,  except  111  cases  of  actual  invasion  of,  or  re- i  E  icii  individual,  at  iiis  first  joiiilng  the  annual 
heliifi!!  wiaiiii  tiie  statue  in  whicii  he  resides.     And   c^mf)s  of  iiiscipline,  will  receive  complete  arms  and 


it  shall  also  t>e  a  permanent  establishment,  tliat  six 
je.'.rs  actUitl  service  in  die  field,  shall  entirely  free 
every  c.tizen  from  any  further  demands  of  si-rvice, 
eiiiier  in  the  inlliiia,  or  in  the  field,  unless  in  cases 
of  uiv.(sion  01  rebellion. 


ccotUrements;  all  of  which,  previously  to  his  be- 
ing discharged  from  the  s;-id  camps,  he  must  re- 
turn to  ihs  regimental  quarterm;:ster,  on  the  pen- 
iilty  of  dollars,  or  montlis  imprisonment 

Tlie  said  arms  and  accontrements,  shall  be  iiiark- 


A.'l  jclual  mariners  or  seamen,  in  the  respective  jed  in  some  conspicuous  place,  with  the  letters  IM. 
stales,  sh;.li  be  registered  in  disti>cis,  and  divided  j  U.  S.  And  all  saleis  or  purctus-s  of  any  of  sairi 
Into  two  clarises;  the  first  class,  to  consist  of  all  the  |  arms  or  acconti-enients,  shall  be  severely  punished., 
se'imen,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  totliiity  }cars,  in- j  according  to  law. 

ciurjively;  th-;  secouo  cKss,  to  consist  of  all  those  ol  j      And  each     mdivuual  sliall   :  Iso,  on  Ins   first   er- 
the  age  oT  tinrty-one  to  hirty-five,  inclusively.  j  tr.Mice  into  the  advanced  coipv,  receive  tlie  foliow- 

Tne  iii-si  cI-jS  slndl  be  responsible  to  .-jerve  three  i  mg  clotliing:  one  hat,  one  unilorm  sho't  coat,  one 
years  on  bo.ird  of  some  public  armed  vessel  or  siiip  |  waistcoat,  and  one  pair  of  oven'Us;  which  lie  shall 
ot  War,  as  a  omniissioncd  utHcer,  Warrant  officer,  i  retain  in  his  own  possession,  and  for  which  lie  sliall 
or  private  mai-iii'-r,  for  wliich  service,  ihe\  siiail  re- 1  be  held  ;iCCoinitii!)!e,  and  be  compelled  to  re[)lace  all 


ceive  the  cusiomary  wages  and  emoiiimeius. 


!  GLdiciencies  during  his  service  in  the  annual  camps 


Bui.  should   the   state  not  demand  tlie  snd  tliree  j  of  -.iiscqilinc. 
years'  service  during  the  above  period,   num  ilie^      Tiiose  who  sliall  serve  in  the  cav, dry,  shall  be  at 
ige  of  sixteen  to  thirty  years,  then  the  party  to   be    the  expense  of  theirown  horses,  and  uniform    hel- 


exempted  entirely  therefrom. 

The  person  so  seiving,  shall  receive  a  certificate 
of  Ins  serv^ri*,  on  parchiiKnt,  accoriling  to  llie  fonvi 
»i'hich  siiill  i>i-  thiecled,    which    siiall  exenijit  him 


mets,  and  fiorse  f«rnlture;  but  tliey  shall  receive 
foiage  for  their  horses,  swoids,  pistols,  and  cloth- 
ing, erpnd  in  Votiiie  to  the  infantry. 

Atiiieaireof  twenty-one  > ears,  every  individual 


fVrjm  any  otli<.r  inui  voluntary  service,  unless  on  '  having  served  in  the  m  inner  and  for  the  time  pre- 
stich  exigencies  as  may  require  the  services  of  all  [  scribed,  shall  receive  an  hon.irary  certificate  there- 
Ihe  m>^iiiiKrs  of  ihe  community.  of  on  parclimcnt,  and  signed  by  the  legionary  gene- 

'th;  second  cli'-f  sliail  be  lesponsible  forapropor  j  ral  and  inspecior. 
tioii  of  sc-;vice,  in   thos-e  Cases,   to  which  the  first  1      The  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  such  certifi- 
class  shall  be  unequal.  jcrites   sh.dl  be  given,  sh^U  be  fairly  registered,  in 

The  numbers  lequired,  sh.tU  befnrnlslied  by  sec  1  books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 
tloTis,  in  ihe  same  m-iiner  as  is  prescribed  for  the       And  tlie  sdd  certificate,  or  an  attested   copy  of 
sections  of  the  militia.  Ihe  register  aforesaid,  shall  be  required  as  an  indis- 

(If  ihr  Advanced  Corps.  1  pensable  qualification   for    exercising    any   of    the 

The    advanceil  corps  are  ilesigncd,  not  only  as  ,  rights   of  a    i\-e.e  citizen,    until   uE'lcr     the  age  ot 
a  school,  in  which  the  youth  ot  llie  United  Stales  j  years. 
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The  advanced  legions,  in  aU  cases  of  invasion,  or 
rebellion,  sii  dl  on  requisition  of  lawful  authority, 
be  ojtiged  to  mai-cii  to  any  place  wiilun  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  remain  emboaied  for  such  time  as 
shall  be  directed,  not  to  exceed  one  year,  to  be 
computed  from  the  tmie  of  marching  from  the  reg- 
imeiitul  parades,  during  the  period  ol  tiieir  being 
on  such  seivice,  to  be  placet!  on  the  continenlai 
establidhiiient,  of  p:iy,  subsistence,  clothing,  fora|^e, 
tents,  canij)  equipage,  and  all  such  other  :il!3\van 
ces,  as  are  made  to  tlie  federal  troops  tX  ihe  same 
time,  and  undtr  the  same  circumstances. 

If  the  military  service    so    required,  should   be 


;rades;  and  those,  whose  duties  require  them  to  be 
on  horseback,  will  receive  forage  in  the  same  pio- 
portion. 

Eveiy  legion  must  have  a  chaplnin,  of  respecta- 
ble talents  and  character,  who  besides  his  religious 
functions,  should  impress  on  the  minds  ot  the 
youth,  at  .lated  periods,  in  concise  discuursos,  the 
eminent  advant.tges  of  free  gi>veriirii::ius,  to  the  hup. 
pintiss  of  society,  and  that  such  goyernim  iits  can 
only  be  supported  by  the  knovvl  'dge,  spirit  and  \'ii-- 
luous  conduct  of  the  \oulu  (o  he  illustrated  by  the 
most  conspicuous  exampl-s  of  h:story  . 

No  ansusc-nients  slioiil  i  be  admitted  in  c^mi),  hnl 


for  such  a  short  period,  as  to  render  an  actual  issue   those  which  correspond  with  war;  the  swmjinin.g  of 
of  clothing  unnecessary,  then  an   allowance  siioukl'men  and  horses,  running,  v^rosiling,  anil  Mich  olliei 


be  mads  in  proportion  to  the  annual  cost  of  cloth- 
ing for  the  federal  soldier,  according  to  estimates 
to  be  furnished  for  that  purpose,  from  the  war 
office  of  the  United  States. 

In  case  the  legions  ol  the  advanced  corps  should 
march  to  any  place,  in  coiiseqiience  of  a  rcquisi 
tion  of  the  general  governmeiit,  all  legal  and  pmper 
fxpenses  of  such  march,  shall  be  paiil  by  the  Unit- 
ed Slates.  But  siioulct  they  he  emoodied,  ana 
march  in  consequence  of  an  order,  derived  from 
the  auihority  of  ihe  state  to  which  they  belong;  and 
for  state  purposes,  then  tiie  expenses  will  be  borne 
by  tiie  state. 


exercises,  as  should  render  the  body  flexd^le  atid 
vigorous 

I'he  camps  should  if  possible,  be  formed  near  a 
river,  and  remote  from  large  cities.  The  fir-il  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  practice  of  tlie  nianceuvrcs,  t!:e  se- 
cond to  avoid  tiie  vicfcs  of  p  )puhnis  places. 

Tlie  time  of  the  annual  onc;imp!ii-->nts,  sfi.dl  be 
divided  inlo  six  purls  or  perifdn,  cf  five  d -ys  e;ic'.:. 
riienrstof  which  shall  be  oc:siiiicd  in  acijuiring 
die  air,  attitudes,  and  hist  prir.^,ult;;  of  a  soldier- 
the  second,  in  learrun^  the  tnanuii  exercise,  and  to 
iwarch  indivi4**ally,  and  in  small  squads;  the  third 
land  fourth,  in  exercising  and  in:uiaiivring  in  detail, 


The  advanced  corps  shall  be  constituted  on  such  j-tnd  by  battalions  and  regiirients.  In  the  fi^'ii;,  tlte 
principles,  that  when  com|)leled,  it  will  receive  youth  of  twenty  having  been  disciplined  during 
one-third  part,  and  discharge  one  tliird  part  of  its  the  two  preceding  annual  encampments,  are  to 
numbers  annually.  By  this  arrangement,  two-thirds  |  be  included.  This  period  is  (o  be  employed  ii> 
vf  the  corps  will  at  all  limes  be  coti'^ilerably  di-  ' 
sciplined;  out  as  it  will  only  leccive  those  of  eigh- 
teen ye  'Ts,  it  will  not  be  completed  until  ilie  third 
year  after  Us  inslituiion.  Those  v/ho  have  already 
attained  the  ages  of  nineteen  and  twenty  years, 
will,  in  tiie  iirst  instance  be    earoiled  in   tlie  main 
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the  exercise  and  tactic  of  the  legion,  or,  if  more 
than  one,  in  executing  the  grand  manoeuvres  of  '.he 
whole  body,  marcliing,  attacking,  ;m.i  defending,  in 
various  forms,  different  grounds,  and  position-;  iu 
fine,  in  representing  all  liie  real  images  of  war,  ex 
ceptmg  the  effusion  of  blood. 

Tiie  guards,  and  every  ot'ier  circumstance  of  Uk' 
Bat  one   half  of  the  legionary  officers  to  be  ap-  camp,  to  be  perfectly  rei,'ul:ited. 
pointed  iiie  first,  and  the  other,  the  second  year  of  I     F^ach  state  will  determine  on  iiic  season,  in  v.']iich 
Uie  establL-iiment.  ■its're.'jpecUve  annual  encampments  sliall  be  tiinned, 

The  officers  of  eacli  grade  in  the  states  respect- I  so  as  best  to  suit  the  health  of  ti^.e  men,  and   the 
ively,  shdl    be    divided   into   three    cl.-isses,  wh.ch  i  general  interest  of  tlie  society, 
shaii  Dy  lot  be  numoeretl,  one,  two,  and  three,  and  I      The  Unite,j  States  to  m  ke   an  adeqn  ite  provi 


one  of  the  said  classes,  according  t>  tlieir  num- 
bers, shall  be  deranged  every  third  year.  In 
the  fiist  period  of  nine  years,  one-third  part  v./i!l 
have  to  serve  three,  one-third  p.-rt  six,  and  one 
third  part  nine  years.  But  nfier  the  said  hrst 
period,  the  several  classes  will  serve  nine  years, 
vvdiich  shall  be  the  limitation  of  service  by  virtue  of 
the  same  appointment;  and  in  such  cases,  v  here 
t!)ere  may  not  be  three  otficers  of  the  same  grade, 
the  limitation  of  nine  years  service  shall  be  observ- 
ed. All  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  atores  iid  de- 
rangements, or  any  casualties,  shall  be  immediately 
filled  by  new  appointments. 

The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  advanced 
corps  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-one>  nor  more 
than  thirty-five;  and  the  field  officers  shall  not  ex- 
ceed forty-five  years  of  age. 

Eich  company,  battalion  and  regiment,  shall 
have  a  fixed  [)arade,  or  place  at  wiucli  to  assemole. 
The  compinies  shall  assemble  at  ineir  own  [;arade, 
^nd  march  to  the  parade  of  th^i  battalion,  and  the 
battalions  to  the  regimental  parade;  and  when  thus 
embodied,  the  regiment  will  marcli  to  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  legion.     Every  commanding  oITicer  of  a 


ion,  to  supply  the  arms,  clothing,  rat;ons,  iirtiiUTv, 
ammunition,  forage,  straw,  tent^,  camp  equipages, 
inclidmg  every  requisite  for  the  anno  li  camps  ot 
discipline;  and  also  for  tiie  pay  ana  siib.sistence  o!" 
the  legionary  oflicer.s,  and  for  the  following  g.  nei-id 
staff-  one  inspector  gvnerjl,  one  adjutant  general^ 
one  quarlermasler  general,  v.'ith  a  deputy  for  eacli 
state. 

These  officers  will  be  essential  to  tiie  uniformity, 
economy  and  efficucv  of  the  system,  to  be  appoint- 
ed in  the  manner  prescribed  by  tiie  constitution  of 
the  United  Slates. 

The  quirteriYiastcr  general  shall  be  responsible 
to  the  United  Stales  for  the  puiilic  property  of  eve- 
ry species,  deliver,  d  to  hiin  f:,>r  the  anntial  camjis 
of  discipline;  and  his  deputy  in  each  state  shall  be 
responsible  to  him. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  sniiord  c  imps  v.>f 
discipline,  the  dt.pt! ly  qiiartermasl.er  v.ull  m  ike  reg- 
ular issues  to  the  leg.onary  or  regime  niai  qu  rter- 
masters,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  all  the  ariicles  of 
every  specie.t,  provided  by  the  United  S'a'es. 

The  return  fi;r  the  said  arlicle-i,  to  be  examined 
and  ccr'ified  by  the  liigher.t  legionary  or  regimcnt- 


company,  b.itialion,  and  re.gr.iient,  will  be  accountn- 1  ;d  onice' ,  as  the  case  niay  he,  wlio  siiall  be  responsi- 
ble to  his  superior  officer,  that  his  command  is  in'bl    for  the  accuracy  thereof. 

the  most  perfect  order.  At  tite  expiration  of    l!:r;  ai  nit  d  camps  (if  disi- 

Tne  officers  to  receive  subsistence  money  in  liett  jpu^ie,  all  lubhc  prop=;rty,  (cloi.iin;,  e:?ucpttd)  sliail 
of   provisioiis.    in    prop'>rtioi-!    to    tiifi"    fcspeclivs   oe  returned  to   tl'.e   dfeptuy    quartermaster   '■<:    y\i- 


io& 
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slate,  who  shall  hold  the   legionar}'  quartermaster 

acc()tint;«ble  for  all  deficleiicies.     All  ihe  apparatus 
jiud  properly  so  reiunK^il   sh.tll  be  carefully  eiami 


provided  in  each  state  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
ch-iTice  of  the  said  deputy  quirtermasler,  until  the- 
eiis'iing  annual  encanij?meiu,  or  on  any  occasion 
v.liich  may  render  a  new  is'-ue  necessary. 

Corporal  ptinishmeviis   shall  never  be  inflicted  in 
the  annual  c;;;n[)s  of    discipline;    hut  a   system  of 
fines  and   imprisonment  sh.dl   be  i'ormcJ,  for  the 
regular  government  of  said  camps. 
Gf  the  ,M.iin  Corps. 

As  the  main  and  reserv^'d  coips  are  to  be  replen- 
ished by  tlie  p-rinciple  of  rotatioii,  from  the  advanc- 
ed corps,   and  uUimately  lo  consist   of  men   who 


sixteen,  and  terminated  at  the  age  of  sixty  years; 
but  the  youth  of  sixteen  do  not  commonly  attain 
such  a  degree  of  roi)ust.  strength,  as  to  enable  them 


ned,  repairec',  and  deposittdina   m  ij^azine,  to   be   to  sustain,  withoiit  injury,  Ibe  hardships  incident  to 


the  field;  therefore  the  commencement  of  military 
service  is  herein  fixed  at  eighteen,  and  the  termina- 
tion, as  usual,  at  sixty  yes^rs  of  age. 

As  the  plan  proposes,  that  the  miiitia  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  capital  classes,  and  that  each  class 
shall  be  formed  into  legions,  the  reasons  for  which 
shall  be  given  in  succession. 

The  advanced  corps,  and  annual  camps  of  disci- 
pline are  instituted  in  order  to  introduce  an  opera- 
live  military  s,-!irit  in  t!ie  community;  to  establish 
a  course  of  lionorable  mditary  service,  wliich  will  at 
the  same  time  mould  ilie  nii'idsof  the  young  men, 


have  received  their  mililarv  educat  ion  therein,  it  is   to  a  due  obedience  of  the  laws;  instruct  them  in  the 
proper  that    one  unifbrm  arrangement  should    per- [art  of  war,  and  by  the  manly  exercises  of  the  field, 

form  a  race  of  hardy  ciiizens,  equal  to  the  dignified 
task  of  defending  th<r-r  country. 

An  examination  into  the  emi)loyments  and  ohli- 
gations  of  the  individuals  con;posing  the  society, 
will  evince  the  impossibility  of  diffusing  an  ade- 
quate knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  by  any  oiher 
mean  than  a  course  of  discipline,  during  tlie  period 
of  non-age.  The  time  necessary  to  acquire  tliis  im- 
portant knowledge,  cannot  be  afforded  at  any  other 
period  of  life,  with  so  little  injury  to  (lie  public  or 
private  interests. 

Without  descending 'o  minute  distinctions,  the 
body  of  the  people  of  ilie  United  States  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  parts;  the  veomaniy  of  the  country, 
and  the  men  of  various  employments,  resident  in 
lovvns  and  cities.  In  hoih  parts  it  is  usual  for  the 
male  children,  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  twenty- 
one  years,  to  learn  some  trade  or  employment,  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  parent  or  master.  In  gene- 
,  ral,  the  labor  or  service  of  the  youth  during  this  pe- 
riod, besides  amply  repaying  the  trouble  of  tuition, 
leaves  a  large  profit  to  the  tutor.  The  circumstance 
is  stated  to  show,  that  no  great  hardships  will  arise 


va.ie  ih'*  several  classes. 

Ii  is  for  this  reason  tlie  legion  is  established,  as 
the  common  form  of  all  ilie  corps  of  the  milttia. 

The  i7iain  legions,  consisting  of  the  great  majori- 
ty of  th.e  men  of  the.military  «ge,  will  form  the 
principal  defence  of  tlie  country. 

They  are  to  be  responsilile  for  their  proportion  of 
m-i-n,  to  form  an  army  whenever  necessity  shall  dic- 
tate the  measure;  and  on  every  sudden  occasion,  to 
which  tne  advanced  corps  sh.dl  be  incompetent,  an 
adequde  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  shall  be  added  thereto  from  the  main 
corps,  by  means  of  the  sections. 

Til?  main  corps  will  be  perfectly  armed  in  the 
first  instance,  ancl  will  practice  the  exercise  and  rqa- 
nccuvres  four  days  in  each  year;  and  will  assemble 
in  tiieir  respective  districts,  by  companies,  battal- 
ions, regiments,  or  legions,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
tlie  legionary  general;  but  it  must  be  a  fixed  rul ', 
that  in  the  popul  us  parts  of .  the  states,  the  regi- 
ments must  assemble  once  annually,  and  the  legions 
once  in  three  ye:irs.  .  !|,-. 

Although  the  main  corps  cannot  acquire  a  great 
degree  of  military  knowledge,  m  the  lew  days  pre-, 
scribed  for  its  annual  exercise,  yet  by  the  constant 
accession  of  the  youth  from  the  advanced  corps,  it 
will  soon  command  respect  for  its  discipline,  as 
well  as  its  numbers. 

When  the  youth  are  transferred  from  the  advan- 
ced corps,  they  shall  invariably  join  the  flank  com- 
pani^'s,  the  cavalry,  or  aridlery  of  the  main  corps, 
according  to  the  nature  of  their  former  services; 
^  Of  the  Resevx:ed  Corps. 

The  reserved  corps  will  assemble  only  twice  an- 
!T,ially,  for  tlie  insppclion  of  arms,  bv  com[)anies, 
battalions,  or  regiments,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
each  stale.     It  will  ass-vnble  by  legion;.!,  wiienever 


in  tlie  first  operations  of  the  proposed  plan;  a  little 
practice  will  render  the  measure  perfectly  equal, 
and  remove  every  u. faculty. 

Youth  is  the  time  for  the  state  to  avail  itself  of 
those  services  wliich  it  has  a  right  to  demaTid,  and 
by  which  it  is  to  be  invigorated  and  preserved;  in 
this  season,  the  passions  and  allcciions  are  strongly 
inHiienced  by  the  splendor  of  military  parade  The 
impressions  the  mind  receives,  will  be  retained 
through  life.  The  young  man  will  repair  with 
pride  .and  pleasure  to  the  field  of  exercise;  i||iile 
tiie  head  of  a  family,  anxious  for  its  general  wel- 
fare, and  perliaps  its  immediate  subsistence,  will 
fpluctintly  quit  his  domestic  duties  for  any  length 


tlie  defence  of  the  sl.ite  may   render  the  measure  i  of  tini-r», 
necessary.  Tiie  habits  of  industry  will  be  rather  strengthen- 

'■  Such  are  the  propositions  of  the  n'.in:   to  wliicli !  ed  than  relayed,  by  the  establishment  of  the  annu- 
}t  maybe  necessary  to  add  some  expl.iuations.  al  camps  of  discipline,  as  all  the   time  will   be  ac- 


Altnough  the  substantial  political  maxim,  which 


companied  bv  the  various  mditary  duties.    Idleness 


requires  personal  service  oi'  kU  the  members  of  the  and  dissipation  will  be  regarded  as  disgraceful,  and 
communitv,  for  the  defence  of  the  state,  is  obliga-i  punished  accordingly.  As  soon  as  the  youth  attain 
lory  under  all  forms  of  society,  and  is  the  main  '  the  age  of  manhood,  a  nattiral  solicitude  to  establish 
pdlarofafrfe  govet-nment;  yet  the  degrees  there- 1  themselves  in  the  society,  will  occur  in  its  full 
-nfmay  vary  at  ttie  diftl'i'ent  periods  of  life,  coiisist-j  force.  Plu  public  claims  for  military  service,  will 
rtiily  ■w'ith  tlie  genera!  -welfare.  T.ie  public  con-' be  too  inconsiderable  to  injure  their  industry.  It 
i'cv.ience  may  aUo  dictate  a  relaxation  of  tiie  ^e\\^-  j  will  be  sutficisntly  stiinul  iKid  to  [jroper  exoitions, 
HI 'obligation,  as  it  respects  tiie  principal  magi-  by  the  pi-ospects  of  opulence  att-nding  on  tlie  ciilti- 
*trat'e^  and  the  miniHters  of  jtistice  and  of  religion,  j  vationof  a  fertile  soil,  or  the  pursuits  of  a  produc- 
scd.  perhiips  some  r.dijious  sects.     Uut  it  ought  toj  live  commerce. 

:;e' 'remembered,  lhal'<lf]e  measures  of  national  im- 1  It  is  presumed  that  thirty  days  annually  during 
p.-.rtance  tievcr  s!iov;ld   he  frustrated  by  the  accom  j  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth,  and  ten  dajsduring 


tnfidation  ofindivi 


lis 


Imv  mildtiry   age  i>  is  gercr:dN 


tiie  20lh  year,  is  the  leaM.  time  tliat  ought  to  he  ap- 
cornmenccd  ati  pronrialed    by  tiie  youvii  to  the  acquisilioiv  ot   live 
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military  art.  Tin  sume  number  of  days  miglic  ht 
added  during  tlia  20th,  as  during  the  two  pi  ecedinj, 
years,  were  not  .the  expense  an  objection. 

Every  means  will  be  provided  by  the  pubLc  to  f.i- 
cilitate  the  military  educ.ition  of  the  }<)i'.th,  wiiicli 
it  is  proposed  siiall  be  an  indispensable  qvuilificalioii 
of  a  free  citizen,  therefore  they  wiil  not  i>t  enliiled 
to  any  pay.  But  the  officers  being  of  the  main 
corps,  are  \n  a  different  predic-m-^nt;  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  passed  throi!gh  the  course  of  disci- 
pline required  by  the  laws,  and  Uj  be  competent.  ;o 
instruct  otliers  m  the  mUitary  art.  As  tlie  public 
will  have  but  small  claims  lor  personal  services  on 
tliem,  and  as  they  must  incur  considerabl?  expensev 
to  prepare  tiiemselves,  to  execuie  properly  their 
respective  oiHi;rs,  they  ougat  to  be  paid  while  on 
actual  duty. 

As  soon  as  the  service  of  the  youth  expires  in  tlie 
advancetl  corps,  they  ire  to  be  enrolled  in  tUe  main 
corps.  On  this  occasion,  ihe  republic  receives  dis- 
ciplined and  free  citizens,  who  understand  their 
public  rigiits,  and  are  prepared  to  defend  them. 

Tiie  m.un  corps  is  instituted,  to  preserve  anti  cir- 
culate tliroughinii  the  community,  the  military  dis- 
cipline, acquiied  in  the  advanceii  corps;  lo  arm  the 
people,  all  I  fix  firmly,  by  practice  and  habit,  those 
foims  and  m.ixims,  which  are  essential  to  the  life 
anvi  energy  of  a  free  (government. 

The  reset  ved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men 
being  sent  to  the  ih'ld  vvliose  strengtii  is  unequal  to 
sustain  tlie  severities  ol  an  active  c.jmpaign.  But 
by  organizing  and  rendering  th(;m  eligible  for  do- 
mestic service,  a  greater  propor'.ion  of  the  younger 
and  robust  part  of  the  com.munity  rnay  be  enabled, 
in  cases  of  necessity,  to  eiiccuiuer  die  more  urgent 
duties  of  war. 

It  would  be  difTicult,  previously  to  the  actual  for- 
mation of  the  annual  camps  of  discipline,  to  ascer- 
tain llie  number  in  each  state,  of  which  it  would  be 
composed.  The  frontier  counti'is  ot  several  sM.ites 
sre  thinly  inhabited,  and  require  all  their  internal 
force  for  their  ii.-imediate  defence.  There  areotlier 
infant  settlements,  from  wiiich  it  might  be  injuri- 
ous to  draw  away  their  youth  annually,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  discipline. 

No  evil  would  result,  if  the  establisliment  of  the 
advanced  corps  should  be  omitted  in  such  districts 
for  a  few  years.  Besides,  t!ic  forbearance  in  this 
respect  would  lessen  the  expense,  and  ri-nder  tlie  in- 
stitution more  compatible  with  the  public  finances. 

The  several  state  legislatures,  llierefore,  as  best 
understanding  their  local  interests,  might  be  invest- 
ed with  a  discretion-ary  power,  to  omit  the  enrol- 
ments for  tlie  advanced  corps,  in  such  of  their 
frontier  and  thinly  inhabited  counties  us  they  rnay 
judge  proper. 

If  the  number  of  three  millions,  may  be  assumed 
as  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  United 
States,  half  a  million  miy  be  deducted  therefrom 
for  blacks;  and  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  idr-as, 
another  half  million  may  be  deducted,  on  aceount 
of  the  thinly  settled  parts  of  the  country. 

^  l"he  proporiion  of  men  of  the  military  age,  from 
eighteen  to  sixty  years,  inclusively,  of  two  millions 
of  Jjeople,  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  may  be  estimated 
at  tour  jiuiidrcd  tlumsand.  There  m.ay  be  deduct- 
ed from  tiiis  number,  as  actual  mariners,  about  fifty 
thousand,  and  a  further  number  of  twenty-live 
thoussnd,  to  include  exempts  of  religious  sects, 
and  of  every  oilier  sort  whic!)  the  resj)ective  states 
may  think  proper  to  make.  I 

Three  iiuadi-ed    and  tw^^ntv-f^ve  thonsnnd,  there- i 
lore,  mwy  be  assumed^  as  the   number  of  operative, 
'viisible  m°n,   to  compose   tho  militia.      'I'he  pro- 


portion of  the  several  classes  of  which,  would  be 

nearlv  as  follows: 

Firstly.     The  advanced  corps,   one-tenth 

composed  of  the  youth,  of  the  ages  of 

eighteen,  nineteen,  and  twenty  years  32,500 

Secondly.     The  mam  corps,  six-tenths  and 

one-twentieth  211,250 

Thirdly.     The  reserved  corps,  two-tenths 

and  one  twentieth  81,250 


525,000 


The  following  estimate  is  formed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exhibiting  the  annual  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution, of  the  adv;mced  corps,  stating  the  same  at 
thirty  thousand  men. 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  annual  camps  os 
discipline,  as  proposed  in  the  foregoing  plan,  aris- 
ing on  each  of  the  first  three  years,  and  after  that 
period,  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  institution. 

The  Jtrst  year'. 
10,000  suits  of  uniform   cloathing  stated 
at  eight  dollars,  each  suit  of  which  shall 
serve  for  three  years  discipline  §80,0(^0 

10.000  rations    per  day  for  30  days,  eacli 

ration  staled  at  10  cents  30,000 

The  expense  of  four  complete  corps  of 
legionary  officers  of  all  descriptions  for 
tlurty  days,  including  pay,  subsistence, 
and  forage  2r,ST0 

Forage  for  the  cavalry  4,800 

Straw,  camp  kettles,  bowls,  axes,  canteens, 

and  fuel  20,000 

Annual  proportion  of  the  expense  of  tents 
for  officers  and  s(ddiers,  which  may 
serve  for  eight  annual  encampments  3,000 

Four  legior.ary  standards  2,000 

Regimental  colors  1,000 

Consumption  of  powder  and  ball,  sliot  and 
shells,  damage  to  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, and  artillery,  and  transportation 
of  the  same,  stated  at  25,000 

Hospital  department  5,00Q 

Coniingencies  of  the   quartermaster's  and 

other  departments  15,000 

Generd  staff",  adjutant  general,  quarter- 
master general,  inspector  general,  and 
their  deputies  12,000 

Entire  expenses  of  the  first  year     225,670 


Additional  expenses  07i  the  second  ijear. 

10,000  rations  per  day  for  thirty  days,  are 
.  300,000  rations,  at  10  cents 

The  expense  of  four  complete  corps  of 
legionary  officers  of  all  descriptions  for 
thirty  days,  including  pa)',  subsiteiice 
and  forage 

Four  legionar}'  standards 

Regimeiiial  colors 

Forage  for  the  cavalry 

Tents,  straw,  camp-kettles,  bowis,  axes, 
canteens,  and  fuel 

Hospital  department 

Contingencies  in  quartermaster's  and  oth- 
er def>arlments 

Ammuniiioii,  damage  to  arms  and  accou- 
trcmoiits 


30,000 


27,370 
2,000 
1  ,OuO 
4,8U0 

20,000 
5,000 

la.OO'O 

15,000 


130,670 
Expense  on  Ihe  first  year    225,67ts 


Coml'in".!  expenses  of  '.'nr  fi-,t  a'ld  second 

year  §346.340 


no 
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Additional  cTfienaes  on  the  tliird  year. 
The  expense  of  lO.OUO  rations  tor  ten  days, 

is  lOO.UvJO  rations,  at  10  cents  §10,00 


Forage 

For  i!»e  camp  equipage 

Tents 

Hospital  stores 

Amn.miilion,  damage  to  arms  and  aecou- 

ti-emeiUs 
Con'.mgeiicies  in  the  quartermasters 's  and 

other  dspartnienls 


Combined  expenses  of  the  first  and  second 
vear 


1,600 

10,000 

1.500 

1,000 

10,000 
10,000 


44,10U 
346,340 


The  total  expense  of  the  first  three  years     590,440 


It  is  to  be  observed,  that  llie  officers  for  lour  le- 
gions will  be  adequate  to  command  the  youlli  of 
eighteen,  who  coinmence  their  discipline  the  first 
year,  and  tiiat  the  same  number  of  officers  will  be 
required  for  the  second  ye.ir.  The  youth  of  the 
third  year  may  be  incorporated  by  sections,  in  the 
existing  corps,  so  that  no  adiilional  officers  will  be 
required  on  their  account. 
Hence   it   iKipears,  thai    the    expense  of 

10,000  men  for  one  year,  amouius  to 
20,000,  for  tiie  second  year,  to 
30,e0G,  for  the  third  year,  to 
If  the  yauth  of  ttie  three  ages,  of  eighteen, 
nuTjieen,  and  twenty,  be  disciplined  at 
nr.ce,  the   laft  mentionud  siim  will   be 
-.ibout  the  fixed  annual    expense  of  tlie 
camps  of  di-^cipline,  from  which,  iiow- 
f!ver,  is  to    be  deducted   6,000  dollars, 
being  the  expense  of  the  standards  and 
colors,  the  former  of  which  will  be  of  a 
durable  nature,  and    liie   Litter  will  not 
require  to  be  replaced  ofleiier  tlian  once 
in  twenty  years. 


225,670 
.■3 1-6,340 
3^0,4  iO 


modelled  the  legion  for  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and 
strenuously  urges  its  adoption,  in  preference  to  any 
other  form.  And  the  lespectable  and  intelligent 
veteran,  lute  inspector-general  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  Slates,  recommends  the  adoption  of  the 
legion.* 

"Upon  a  review,"  says  he,  "of  all  the  military  of 
Europe,  tliere  doi^s  no*  appear  to  be  a  single  form 
wliich  could  be  safely  adopted  by  the  United  States. 
They  are  unexceptionably  different  from  e;icli  other; 
Hiid  l;ko  all  other  liuman  institutions,  seem  to  have 
started  as  niucli  out  of  accident  as  design.  'I'he. 
local  situation  of  the  country,  the  spirit  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  character  of  the  nation,  and  in  many 
instances  the  character  of  the  prince,  have  all  had 
I  their  influence  in  setlling  the  foundation  tr.d  dis- 
cipline of  their  respective  troops,  :ind  render  it  im- 
possible that  we  should  tuke  either  as  a  model. 
The  legion,  alone,  h.is  not  been  adopted  by  any, 
and  yet  I  am  coniident  in  asserting,  that  wiiether 
it  be  examined  as  applicable  to  all  countries,  or  as 
it  may  immediately  apply  to  the  existing,  or  pro- 
bable necessity  of  ilils,  it  will  lie  found  strikingly 
superior  to  any  oiher. 

1st.  Being  u  complete,  and  little  army  of  itself. 
it  is  ready  to  begin  its  operations  on  the  shorte.'^t 
notice,  or  slightest  al.rm. 

2ii.  Having  all  the  component  p-iris  of  the  lavgest 
armyofiiny  possible  desciption,  it  is  ptvp.ued  to 
meet  every  species  of  v.-ar  liiat  may  present  itself; 
And, 

3d.  As  in  every  cise  of  dctnclimcnt,  the  first 
constitutional  principle  will  be  piese'Vtd,  and  the 
embaiTJssments  of  dr.uighting,  aitd  detail,  whicli 
i'l  armi  s  differently  framed,  too  often  distract  the 
conimanding  officer,  will  be  avoideii." 

It  may  easily  sugg'-'st  itself  from  this  ske'cli,  titat 
in    forming  a   legion,  t!:e  most  difficult    task   is  to 


The    annual 
corps. 


determine  the  necessary  proportion  of  each  species 

of  soldiers  which  is  to  compose  it. 
6,0C0  j     This  must  obviously  depend  upon  wh.it  will  be 
;the  theatre,  and  what  the  style  of  the  war.     On  the 

plains  of  Poland,  whole   brigades  of  cavilry  would 


expense    of     the     advance 

§334,440  ibe  necessary  against  every  enemy;  but  in  tiie  forests, 

and  among  the  hills  of  America,  a   single  I'egiment 

Thus,  for  a  sum  less  t!ian  four  hundred  thousand  would  be  more  than  sufficient  against  any.  And 
dollars  annually,  which,  apportioned  on  three  mil-las  there  are  but  two  kinds  of  war  to  which  we  ai-e 
lions  of  people,  would  be  little  more  than  one  fciglith  jmuch  exposed,  viz:  an  attack  from  the  sea  side,  by 
of  a  dollir  e.tcli,  ar.  energetic  republic:^!!  mJitia  an  European  power,  aided  by  our  sworn  enemies, 
may  be  durably  established;  the  invaluable  princi- lyettled  on  our  extremv  left,  and  an  invasion  of  our 
pies  of  liberty  sPcured,  and  perpetuated;  and  a  dig-jb^ck  selilements  by  an  Indim  enemy,  it  follows  of 
nifiednationai  fabric  erected  on  the  solid  foundation  i course,  that  musketeers  and  ligiit  infantry  should 
of  public  virtue.  ■m;!ke  the  greatest  part  ofyour  uimv- 

The  m-jin  and  reserved  corps,  must  be  perfectlyj  The  instiiutiimof  the  section,  is  intended  to  in- 
organized  in  tite  fir.st  inst;-iicj,  but  the  adv  incedj  terest  the  patriotl.?m  and  pride  of  every  iiuiividual 
corps  wid  :.ot  be  completed  until  the  third  year  of' in  the  militia;  to  siipp.rt  the  leg;'l  measures  of  a 
its  institution.  |fVee  govei  nment;  to  render  every  mrui  .■■.cli\e  in  the 

Tnecombinationof  troops  of  various  descriptions  [Miblic  cause;  by  introducing  the  spirit  of  emula- 
into  one  body,  so  as  to  invest  it  with  the  highest  and  j  lion,  anJ  a  degree  of  personal  responsibility. 

imon  mode  of  recruiting  is  attended  with 
ig  been  a  suotoci  or    discussion,  aiiuatoo  gre*t  destruction    of   inonils    to    i)e  tolerated; 


greatest  number  of  powers,  in  every  possible  situa- j      Tlse  common  r 

lion,  htiS    long  been  a  sulitoct  of   discussion,  and  a '  too  gre*t  destrii 

difference  of  opinion.     Hut  no  other  form    appears  land    is  loo  unc--rtain,  to  be  the    principal  resource 

so  Weil  to  have  sustained  liie  criterion  of  time  and  jof  a  wise    nation    in   time  of  danger.     The  public 

faith  is  frequently  wounded  by  unworthy  individu- 
als, who  hold  out  delusive  promises  which  can  ne- 
ver be  realized.  By  such  rA-.er.ns,  an  unprincipled 
banditti  are  often  co'llecti-d,  for  the  puipose  of  de- 
fending ',-very  thing  llir.t  should  be  dear  to  freemen. 
The  coiisecpicnces  are  natural:  surh  men  cither 
desert  in  time  of  danger,  or  u-e  ever  ready,  on    the 


severe  examination,  as  tlie  Kumaii  Legion.  This 
formidable  organization,  accommodated  to  the  pur- 
poses of  m.idern  war  still  retains  its  original  en- 
ergy and  superiority.  Of  the  ancit-nts,  Folybious 
and  Wegetiiis  hivedescrioctl  and  given  the  higlie.'t 
encomiujns  of  the  legion.  The  former,  parlicuiarly 
in  his  comparative  view  of  tlie  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  Macedoni.an  and  Iloman  arms, 
:ind  then-  r-sp?ctive  oniors  of  battles,  has  left  to 
miuikmd  t»n  insruc'.i';*'  itnd  important  lejjacy.  Of 
'V-    T'-:d»':"«   'hf   ;lii;sirlnus   M;i;':-:cb:il   F  txc-    ha-, 


*  Vide  letter  addressed  to  the  inhabilaiUs  of  the 


United  5ta'fs  on 
li:ia. 


the  subiect  of  w.-i  estalilislied  ir)i- 
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siigiitest  disgust,  to   turn  their  arms  against  their 
country. 

l»y  the  establishment   of  the   sections,  an   ample 


knowledge  which  they  possess,  was  acquired  at  too 
great  a  price,  and  is  tuo  precious  to  be  buried  in 
oblivion;   it   ought  to   bt;  cherislied,  and  rendered 


ana  pei  m  uient  source  is  opened,  whence  the  state,  jpernianently  beneficKil  to  the  community, 
iH  every  exigtiicc-,  m..y  be  supplied  with  men,  wliose  '  The  vigor  and  linport&nce  of  the  piu;50sed  plan, 
all  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  their  country.  KviU  entirely  depend  on  the  laws  relative  thereto. 
In  cases  of  necessity,  an  army  may  be  formed  of'  unless  the  l:iws  shrill  be  equal  to  the  object,  and  ri- 
rilixe^is,  whose  previous  knowledge  of  discipline,  gidly  enforced, no  eneigeiic  national  militia  can  be 

established. 


will  enable  it  to  proceed  to  an  immediate  accoin- 
|)!isliiiient  of  tlie  designs  of  tlie  st;ite,  iiistead  of  ex- 
h:iiisU:-,g  the  piiilic  resources  by  wasting  whole 
}e.irs  in  preparicgto  face  Mie enemy. 

Tiie  previous  arrangements  necessary  to  form 
and  maintain  tiie  annual  encampments,  as  well  as 
the  discipline  acquired  therein,  will  be  an  excellent 
prep.iration  for  war. 

Tlie  artiilciy  and  i'. s  rumerous  appendages,  arms, 
and  acc(;uti-emenls  ol'  every  kind,  and  all  sp'^cies 
of  aminuni'.ion  oviglit  to  be  manufacTtired  within 
the  United  States.  !t  is  of  liigli  importance  that 
the  present  period  should  be  embraced  to  establish 
adequate  institutions  to  produce  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus of  w.ir. 

Ii  is  unworthy  tlie  digr Ity  of  a  rising  and  free 
■empire,  to  depend  on  foreign  and  fortuitous  sup- 
ply's of  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

The  cioathlng  for  the  troops  could  with  ease  be 
manu^ictured  within  li.e  United  Slates,  and  the 
establishment  in  that  respect  would  tend  to  theen- 
coiu-agement  of  important  manufactories. 

Tiie  disbursements  made  in  each  state  for  the 
rations,  forage,  and  otiier  necessary  articles  for  the 
annurd  ramiis  of  discipline,  would  most  ben'-iiciil- 
ly  circulate  the  money  arising  from  the  p  iblic  re- 
venue. 

The  local  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
their  numerous  seaports,  and  the  protection  of 
tiieir  commerce,  require  a  naval  arrangement. — 
Hence  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  plan,  cm- 
bracing  the  ilei  of  the  states  obtaining  men  on  re- 
publican principics,  for  the  marine  as  well  as  the 
land  service.  But  one  may  be  accomplished  with 
mucli  gre.uer  f.icility  than  liie  other,  as  the  prepi- 
tion  of  a  soldier  for  the  Meld,  requires  a  degree  of 
discipliuj,  which  cannot  be  learned  without  mucii 
time  and  labor;  wliereas  the  comnaon  course  of  sea 
service  on  boird  of  merchant  vessels,  ditters  but 
little  from  the  service  required  on  board  of  armed 
ships,  therefore  ilid  educaiion  for  war,  in  this  res 
pect,  wiU  be  obtained  without  any  expense  to  the 
state.  All  that  seems  to  be  requisite  on  the  head 
marine  service    is,  that  an  efficient  regulation 


of 

sliould  be  established  in  the  respective  states,  to 
register  all  the  seamen,  and  to  render  those  of  a 
certain  age  amenable  to  the  puh.lic  for  personal 
service,  if  dummied  within  a  given  piriod. 

The  constitution  of  the  respective  states,  and  of 
•use  United  States,  having  directed  the  modes  in 
which  ilie  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  appointed, 
no  alteration  can  he  m.ade  therein.  Although  it 
may  be  supposed  that  some  modes  of  appointment 
are  better  calculated  than  others  to  inspire  the  high- 
est propriety  of  conduct,  yet  tiiere  are  none  so  de- 
fective to  serve  as  a  sulTicitnt  reason  for  rejecting 
an  efficient  system  for  the  militia.  It  is  certain  that 
the  choice  of  officers  is  the  point  on  which  the  re- 
put:!tion  and  importance  of  a  corps  must  depend. 
Thei-efore  every  person  wiio  may  be  concerned  in 
the  appointment,  should  consider  himself  as  respon- 
sible to  ids  country  for  a  proper  choice. 

The  wisdom  of  "the  states  will  be  manifested  by 
inducing  those  citizens  of  whom  the  late  Amer- 
ican army  was  ctmiposed,  to  accept  of  appoint- 
ni^ents  in  the  militia.    The  high  degree  of  uulitary; 


If  wealth  be  admitted  as  a  principal  exemption, 
tlie  plan  cannot  be  executed.  It  is  tlie  wisdom  of 
political  establishments  tomake  t!ie  wealtJi  of  indi- 
viduals subservient  to  the  general  good,  ai^i  not  to 
suffer  it  to  corrupt  or  attain  undue  indulgence. 

It  is  conceded,  that  people,  solicitous  to  be  ex- 
onerated  from  their  proportion  of  public  duty,  may 
exclaim  against  the  proposed  arr.ingement  as  an  in- 
tolerable hardship.  But  it  ought  to  be  strongly  im- 
pressed, that  while  society  has  its  charms,  it  also 
has  its  indispensable  obligations.  Tiial  to  attempt 
such  a  degree  of  refinement  as  to  exonerate  the 
members  '-t  the  community  from  all  personal  ser- 
vice, is  to  render  ihem  iiicap.tble  of  the  exercise, 
and  unworthy  of  the  characters  of  freemen. 

I'-very  stale  possesses,  not  only  tiie  rigiit  of  per- 
sonal service  from  its  members,  but  the  right  to  re>- 
gulate  the  service  or  prir.ciples  of  eqsudity  for  the 
general  defence.  All  be;ng  bound,  none  can  com- 
plain ot  injustice,  on  being  obliged  to  perform  hi.s 
equal  inoportion.  Therefore,  it  ought  to  be  a  per- 
manent rule,  that  thost  who  in  youth  decline  or  re- 
fuse to  subject  themselves  to  the  course  of  military 
educalion,  established  by  the  laws,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  uiiworliiy  of  pui)lic  trust,  or  public  hon- 
ors, kudbe  excluded  therefrom  accordingly. 

If  tiiem:.jesty  of  the  laws  should  be  preserved  in- 
violate in  diis  respect,  the  operations  ot  the  propo- 
sed plan  Would  foster  a  gloriotis  puolic  spa-if,  in- 
fuse the  principles  of  energy,  and  st.djility  in  the 
body  politic,  and  give  an  high  degree  of  political 
splendor  to  the  n.itional  character. 


Debate  on  the  Seminole  "War. 

HOUSE  OF  atPUKSKSfTAIlVES. 

iVIo-^ijAr,  Jan.  8. 

In  committee  of  the  wliole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the 
committee  on  military  affairs,  was  under  considera- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  disapproves  the  proceedings  irv 
the  trial  and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot  and 
Ilobevi  G.  Aiubrister. 

Mr.  COHH,  of  G^o^gia,  commenced  tb.e  debate, 
by  observing,  that  altlu.ugh  he  concurred  in  opinion 
with  ths  military  commitiee,  as  expressed  in  their 
repo'-t  under  consideration,  yet  he  thought  they 
hiid  not  gone  far  enough.  There  were  other  mat- 
ters, ansirg  out  of  the  late  Seminole  war,  which  he 
thoui,'ht  of  infj'iiiely  greater  irr.portance,  and,  in 
comparison  with  v/'  ic):,  indeed,  the  trials  of  Arbuth- 
not. aiid  Ambrister  wt  rs  objects  of  but  secondary 
coDsidtration,  As  Iiighly,  therefore,  as  he  disap- 
proved the  proceedings  in  tlie  trial  i;f  these  men, 
yet  .iS,  by  the  report,  the  ma*ters  to  which  he  had 
allusion  were  not  presented  f  >r  consideration,  he 
held  in  hi.s  hand  certain  resolutio.is  which  it  was 
his  intention  to  propose,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  report  of  the  niiliiary  committee.  [Mr.  Cobb 
here  read  the  aniendmen'-  which  he  subsequently 
moved.]  From  these  resolutions,  the  committee 
of  the  whole  would  observe  that  it  was  his  inter. - 
tiga  to  open  the  xvhok  JieU  cf  dtbate,  and  to  pre- 
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aent  for  discussion,  not  only  the  trials  of  these  men,  prese  .',  >fimpl-  ro  deny  that  Uiev  wer  ,  un  il  liuse 
but  the  capture  f  the  Spanish  f>',sts  of  St  Marks,  who  diffVrr-d  from  him  in  opi'.ion  altempied  lo 
Pensacola,  and  B>ranc:4S,  in  which,  he  believed,  provt  the  .ffirrrative  of  tlie  qui's'ion. 
there  hud  been  «  most  flagrant  hr^iach  of  the  con-  i  Mr.  C,  tliouj^ht  it  wo'ild  be  a'l  ai'enpt  equally 
Btituiioii  of  the  United  Stules.  But  as,  no'wilh-  jfriiiiless  'o  prove  that  the  matters  ch;irg-ed  agjiiis>t 
standing' the  amendment  he  was  about  to  propose,  i  these  individurds  ct-nstiiuted  an  off  nee  ag^ainst. 
the  resolution  of  the  military  committee  would  !  nitienal  law,  fjr  v.hich  they  were  answerable  be- 
stand  first  in  ordei',  he  would  proceed  to  make  a  fi>re  a  court  martial.  lie  di  !  not  nrofess  'o  be 
few  remarks  as  to  the  subject  matter  of  that  resolu  deeply  read  in  the  law  of  nations  H-  bad,  bow- 
lion.  Me  tlionght  be  could  promise  that  the  com-  ever,  seivched,  in  the  lope  that  h--  couk^  fi'<d  some 
ir.iltee  siiovdd  not  be  long'  detained  by  the  ob.-ierva- !  juslification  for  this  most  liovei  proceed!  p,  ^11  the 
tions  which  lie  niit^ht  have  the  honor  to  makt  either  j  wri'ers  on  that  subjec,  iipo!)  wliose  w.,  vks  lie  had 
upon  this  resolution  or  those  which  he  would  lay|  been  able  to  lay  his  haivis.  H-r  had  comire-  ced 
upon  the  table,  as,  at  that  early  period  of  the  I  a:i«i  prosecuted  thi?  search  under  tl^e  most  anxious 
discussion,  it  was  not  necessary  to  present  to  the  j  wish  f  )r  success.  U  had  been  an  object  of  great 
committee  any  thing  more  tliau  what  he  consider-  solicitude  with  bim  lo  rescie  both  tiie  court  and 
ed  the  leading' points,  reservinpf  to  himseif  the  ripht  the  general  who  order^'d  it,  from  tke  imputation  of 
ofspeakinfT,  as  to  particulars,  at  some  future  period,  j  injr.stice.      He    had    been    compelled    to    desist. 


if  he  shru-.ld  find  it  necessary. 

In   attendiiif  to    the   trials  by  court  martial  of 
those   two  Englishmen,  the  first    objects   for  con 


chag-rined  and  disappointed.  If  .tny  other  gentle- 
man had  been  fortunate,  he  should  rejoice  to  learu 
it.     He  certalnlv  could  have  no   v.ish  to  remain  in 


sideration  wliicli  presented  them-elves,  .ere  the  erroi'. 
charifes  exhibited  against  them,  lleas  >ning  unon  (  The  next  point  occupied  by  Mr.  Cobb  was  as  to 
the  supposition  that  they  were  true,  he  was  per  the  evidence  under  whici  boili.  or  one  of  ihese 
fectly  at  a  loss  to  know  Wiof /'ny,  martial,  municipal.  ^  men,  were  convicted.  11°  should  not  say  much 
or  national  was  violated.  Agaiiist  what  l:i\v  had 'upon  it,  for  he  did  not  intend  to  analize  it.  He 
they  offended  .''  He  was  not  c.-rtain  that  he  per-  j  had  understood,  and  no  doubt  correctly,  that  the 
fectly  understood  what  was  martial  law  in  this  coun-i  rules  of  evidence,  in  courts  niKrtial,  differed  very 
try.  Were  he  to  view  it  in  the  light  that  it  had  i  little,  in  principle,  from  those  established  in  tke 
been  explained  and  enforced  by  some,  he  must  be!  courts  of  common  law.  It  wss  so  declared,  he  be- 
compelled  to  consider  it  as  paramount  ati'.h  )rity  iieved,  by  the  only  .American  authority,  (Macomb 
indeed;  so  high  in  its  nature  as  that  it  could  be  [on  martial  law,)  that  he  knew  any  tiii^ig  of,  on  that 
mst.de  io  susfiend  t/je  coiistiiuiioji  itself.  He  bad  not  j  subject.  He  presumed  it  would  not  be  denied, 
yet  obtainrd  his  consent  to  give  it  this  omniiwient  \  Rut,  sir,  said  he,  if  we  test  the  evidence  produced 
effect,  and  he  hoped  he  never  should.  He  had  '  in  those  trials  by  these  rules,  we  shall  blush  at  the 
thought,   and    yet  believed,  until   he   could  have    shameful  perversion  of  justice  therein  displayed. 


some  proofs  to  the  contrary,  tliat  it  v/as  contained 
in  that  bo  ly  of  laws  established  by  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  fir  the  governmeu'  of  tiie  ar- 
my, commonly  called  the  'Rules  and  Articles  of 


The  evidence  of  papers,  not  produced  or  accounted 
for,  t!ie  belief  of  persons  whose  testimony  of  facts 
ought  to  have  been  doubted,  hearsay,  and  that  of 
Indians,  ve^roes,  or  others  who,  had  they  been  pre- 


war." If  he  v.as  correct  in  this  opinion,  (and  he  sent,  could  no'  have  been  sworn,  were  all  indiscri- 
presumed  no  gentleman  wiMild  controvert  it,)  hejminately  adiTiitted  and  acted  upon  Miserable 
liad  searched  in  vain,  (nnd  he  had  uFed  no  little  indeed,  will  be  the  precedents  established  by  this 
industrv  to  di-'cover)  for  that  clause  against  which  coiu't  martial  for  others  which  may  hereafter  be 
Arbulhnot  and  Ambrister  had  offended,  in  the  com- 1  formed  !     More  need  not  be  s.id  on  this  stibject. 


mission  of  the  acts  charged  against  thein,  and  f;r 
wiilch  tliey  were  convicted  It  was  true,  there  was 
a  clause  suhj:>cting  to  death  those  who  should  be 
convicted  of  being  "spies."  But,  altliough  these 
men,  or  one  of  them,  was  charged  with  this,  yet 


Mr.  C.  next  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  sentence  under  wliich  Ambrister  was 
executed.  He  had  strong  doubts  whether,  upon 
giving  a  fair  construction  to  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  the  proceedings  of  tlie  court  martial  ought 


he  was  acquitted  of  that  charge,  an  1  tor  that  rea- i  not  to  have  been  laid  before  the  president  of  the 


son  it  would  be  un  lecessary  to  lake  f  irther  notice 
of  it.  The  offence  for  wliich  they  wf-re  co'.iviclcd 
and    suffered    death,    was   that   of   "exciting  and 


United  States  before  the  sentence  was  carried  into 
effect.  Bat  fee  waived  the  examination  of  this 
question.     It  seems  that  the  court  fi.st  sentenced 


c;. en. y,  a'ul  supplying  tiiem  with  the  mean 

•".md  leading  and  commanding  the  L;)v/c:r  Cre.'ks  [  imagina'ion    could    well  cmiceive,  but    which   ye 

in  carrying  on  war  agaiijst  tiie  United  States."— [  soared  life.     Xow,  will  it  be  contended  that  thi 


stirring  up  the  Creek  Indians  to  war  agiinst  t!ie  !  Ambristrr  to  be  shot:  but  one  of '.he  members  hav- 
U'i:t»d  States  and  her  citizens,  they  being  subjects  j  ing  asked  a  reconsideration  of  the  sentence,  before 
of  Great  Britain,  wldi  whom  the  United  Spates  are  j  the  proceedings  were  committed  to  the  command- 
at  peace;"  "of  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the  i  ing  general,  it  v/as  allowed,  aid   another  punish- 

iiis  of  war;-' :  ment  a-.'.'arded,   as   igno.Tiini  lus   in   its  nature   as 

"  ■  ■  et 
ig  on  war  agaiijsc  t:ie  unitea  siaies." — i  suarec  lue.  ..now,  w;u  h.  uc  cuin.ciiuci.i.  m-n  vnis 
Admit'the  truth  of  the  f^ct^  contained  in  these  i  reconsideration  and  ciiange  of  sentence  did  not, 
charges,  are  they  de-bired  penal  in  any  part  of  the  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  render  null  and  void  the 
rulei  and  articles  of  w»r  ?  Or  .'.re  they  therein  first  sentence  r  C  m  it  be  s.iid,  with  any  truth,  that 
docLired  to  be  proper  a'sbject  matters  for  trial  be-  t'.iere  was  any  other  sentence  than  the  one  last 
f.ire  a  cmrt  »)artial  ?  If  they  were  not,  it  follo-ved. '  passed,  in  the  case  ?  But,  uiforitmately,  the  first 
fis  &  consequence,  that  the' co:nma)iJlng  general  j  sentenc,'  was  not  er.ased  f-om  the  proceedings  of 
had  transcended  his  powers  in  ordering  the  court,  { the  court.  It  is  diere  found  by  the  general,  when 
and  that  the  court  itself  had  stretched  its  powers  j  they  were  submitted  to  him,  and,  by  a  hi^h  stretch 
to  an  unwarrantable  length,  in  acting  upon  matters  of  power,  he  avails;  himself  of  it— "app.'-oves  the 
not  cogaizibU.  before  them.  It  would  be  arguing  findi;ig  and  first  sentence— disapproves  of  there- 
to little  purpose  to  prove,  that  the  crinKS  contained  i  co.i.sideration  and  last  sentence,"  an*  dirtcts  the 
in  thise  c)i..rges  were  not  embraced  in  th^  rules  man  to  be  execued  !  To  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  tUia 
and  articles  of  War.    11  would  be   Guflioient.  at' proceeding  has  iipo.".  its  face  a  cruelty  that  excites 
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my  pr^atpsf  disjpp;obiition.  The  la";!  thing  to  a'lthority  by  which  they  were  to  be  estaMishedo 
which  Mr.  C.  would  call  the  attention  of  the  com  was  "hut  in  whose  hands  was  vested  the  rip;'')!  of 
mit.tep  was  \hc  pri'iciple  by  which  the  command  declaring  ivar.  In  their  establishnKnt,  ihe  charactev 
ingf  general  professes  to  have  been  governed  injof  the  nation  for  jiistice,  f>r  humanity,  &c.  was 
ordering-  the  expcution  of  Ainbrister,  and  which,  i  deeply  involve  1.  Wlio,  he  asked,  were  the  legili- 
in  its  extent,  as  contended  by  thie  report  of  the  [  mate  p^uirdians  of  the  character  of  tliis  nation,  bnt 

committee  under  consideration,  '.pplied  with  equal!  congress — the    war-declaring  power? Mr.     C. 

force  to  the  case  of  Arbuthnot.  It  is  in  these  words:  |  thoughl  he  was  not  singular  in  tiiis  opinion,  lie  be- 
"It  is  an  establislied  principle  of  the  law  of  na-'lieved  that  the  late  president  of  the  U.  States,  the 
tions,  tliat  any  individual  of  a  n^lion  making  war  virtuous  James  Madison,  was  of  the  same  opinion, 
ag;iinst  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they  bemg  K  -r  when,  during  the  late  war,  it  wasthougt  t  neces- 
at  peace,  forfeits  liis  dllegiance,  and  becomes  anjs.ity  to  apply  the  retaliatory  principle,  did  he  be- 
outlaw  a;,d  a  pirate."  Tae  military  committee, 
in   their  report,    huve   very   properly   denied   the 


est.tblishment  of  any  such  principle  in  the  law  of 
nations.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  boldly  challenge  any 
man  of  common  sense  to  prove  the  existence  of 
?uch  a  principle,  to  the  extent  it  is  here  laid  down. 
Iteason,  propriety,  justice,  and  humanity,  all  cry 
alou  1  against  sucli  a  principle  !  So  far  as  my 
)'es"ar'~hes  have  gone,  it  is  absolutely  denied  by 
the  wriiers  on  n.itional  law;  and,  I  sincerely  hope, 
will  be  absolutely  denied  by  every  member  of  this 
committee.  If  this  principle  was  true,  then  La 
Fayette,  De  Ka!b,   Pulaski,   and  a  large   host   of 


lieve  himself  clothed  with  power  to  do  it,  althougli 
commander  in  chief.''  No — he  believed  it  was  in 
congress  alone.  To  congress  he  applied  for  the 
power,  and,  by  a  special  act,  they  conferred  it  on 
him.  Mr.  <J.  thought  this  case  should  be  considered 
a3  conclusive  authority. 

But  he  would  enquire  how  long  this  retaliating 
principle,  even  vpon  savages,  had  been  in  opera- 
tion in  this  country  .'  So  far  as  his  memory  served 
him,  the  Seminole  war  afforded  the  first  instance 
in  which  it  had  been  exercised,  from  the  time  of 
the  establishment  of  the  provincial  governments* 
up  to  this  day.     In  the  Indian  wars  in  the  south. 


foreigners,  who  joined  the  standard  of  our  father.';  and  in  the  north  west,  in  the  years  1793-4-5,  he 
in  the  revolution,  and,  by  tlieir  blood,  and  at  thel  recollected  to  have  heard  of  no  instance  of  it.  Dur- 
expense  of  their  lives,  aided  in  the  establislimentjing  the  late  war  with  England,  white  men  were 
of  the  independence  of  this  nation,  were  "outlaws! captured  after  the  massacre  at  the  river  Raisin, 
and  pirates;"'  and,  had  they  been  captured,  were  [while  fightiig  by  the  side  of  the  savage,  and  were 
suSj  ct  to  have  been  tried  and  senteBced  to  an  | not  put  to  death.  Nay  gen.  Jackson  himself  had 
ignominious  deatli  by  a  court  martiiil.  I'or,  wh,en  in  his  hands  the  very  leaders  of  the  merciless  band, 
they  entered  our  service,  they  were  "iiidividuals  of  who  butchered  the  hundreds  of  his  countrymen, 
a  nation  at  peaci"  with  Englund,  and  they,  after  |  whose  bones  are  now  mouldering  tinder  the  ruin.? 
they  joined  our  arms,  "mnde  war  upon  England 'oi'^brt  Mim«-,  and  did  not  put  them  to  death  !— 
and  her  ciiizens,  and  thereby  forfeited  their  allegi- 1  Wliere  </ie?i  was  his  avenging  arm.''  Why  did  he 
ance."     Sir,  is   tliis  committee  prepared  to  brand  |  not  thCii  brandish  the  sword  of  retaliating  justice? 


these  men  with  the  titles  of  "outlaws  and  pirates," 
by  their  sanction  to  this  principle  }  I  will  not  yet 
believe  it. 

Hut,  it  may  be  said,  that  these  Englishmen,  hav 


N  J 1  He  had  not  then  clothed  himself  with  such 
mighty  powers.  But  now,  when  the  United  States 
have  no  other  enemies  to  contend  with  than  the 
smsll  tribes  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  aided  by  a 


ing  "joined  a  savage  nation,  who  observe  no  rules,  few  negroes  and  Upper  Creeks,  it  has  become,  all 
and  give  no  quarter,"  we  have  a  right  to  treat  at  once,  necessary,  after  they  have  been  defeatcil 
Hiem  precisely  as  we  might  treat  the  savages  whom  and  dispersed,  and  their  towns  destroyed,  to  exer- 
they  have  joined,  and  that  we  would  have  a  right  cise  retaliation  !     In  one  day  has  the  fair  charactei 


to  put  the  savages  to  death,  upon  a  principle  of 
retaliation.  Let  this  position  for  a  moment  be 
admitted,  and  yet  it  will  he  evident  that  the  prin 
cip'.e  under  which  we  should  proceed  would  be  a 
very  diflVreat  one— to  wit,  that  of  retaliation.  For, 
even  savages  cannot  reguUrly  be  put  to  deatli, 
until  they  refuse  "to  observe  rules  or  give  quarter." 
In  order  that  the  principle  established  by  general 
Jackson  may  be  applied,  it  must  undergo  a  material 
amendment.  I  .stead  of  'he  words  in  which  it  is 
couched,  it  sliould  read  thus— "It  is  an  establislied 


of  this  nation  been  blasted  !  That  character  foi' 
justice  and  mercy  in  which  we  thought  ourselves 
pre-eminent,  and  of  which  we  had  so  proudly  boast- 
ed to  tlie  o'.her  nations  of  the  earth,  is  now  prostrat- 
ed as  low  as  theirs.  They  can  now  say  to  us,  boast 
no  more — you  are  not  less  cruel  than  other  nations. 
Hut,  sir,  said  Mr  C.  I  have  done  with  this  disagree- 
able subject.  1  turn  with  disgust  from  this  nause- 
ous scene. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  stibmitted  the  resolutions  he  had 
before  read  in  his  pl.ice,  relative  to'the  capture  of 


principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  any  individual  the  Spanish  posts  in  East  Florida,  as  an  amendment 
o^ a.  wxixon,  joining  saviges  and  barbarians  luho  ob\\.'>  the  report  of  the  militaiy  committee.  Upon 
serve  no  rules  and  give  no  quarter,  and  ranking  war  I  these  resolu^ons  he  presumed  the  door  for  a  dis 


ag;iinst  t!^e  cit  zens  of  anothe.-  n.'tion,  they  bei>ig 
at  pe.ice,  becomes  himself  a  savage  and  barbarian, 
and  may  be  treated  as  mich."  Under  such  a  princi- 
ple, there  would  have  been  more  justice,  ('minanity 


cussion,  as  wide  as  could  be,  was  opened.  The 
first  resolution  pointed  to  an  aC  of  legislation, 
growing  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  resoUuion  sub- 
mitted by  the   military   committee.     The  *econd 


being  o -t  of  the  question)  in   putting  Ambrister  disapproved  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  posts,  as 


and  Arbuthnot  to  death 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  enquire,  whether  the 
commanding  general  of  the  American  army  pos- 
sessed the /)ower  to  exercise  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion ?  If  in  its  exercise  there  is  any  responsibility, 
he  contended  it  was  pliced  upon  tlie  nation.  They 
were  accountable  to  all  other  nations  for  the  man- 
7ier  in  which  they  conducted  their  wars.     To  the 


unconstitutional,  and  contrary  to  orders,  and  the 
third  pointed  to  a  legislative  act  arising  out  of  such 
disapproval. 

A  subject  involving  a  breach  of  the  con.stltution, 
said  Mr.  C.  must  at  all  times  bean  interesting  one, 
to  the  nation  and  to  congress.     Such  he  considered 
the  one  now   presented  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole.     It  ought  to  be  discussed  with  calm  deli- 
nation,  therefore,  it  belonged,  to  establish  the  r7«/es|beration,  but  with  firmness.     He  hoped  he  had  not 
af  war,  by  which  it  would  be  govsrneJ;  and  the' yet  travelled  out  of  this  rule.     If,  contrary  to  his 
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intenrion,  he  ha;l  done  so,  and  tliPi-pby  done  inj'!.". 
to  tlie  feelings  of  hiv,  he  recrre'.ted  it,  and  woild 
ren.ir  the  injury  by  any  means  in  his  pow'^r      Tc 
Wards  t^-^neri-.l  J.vckson,   Mr.  Cobb  said,  I  ho^^e  I 
have  not  used  1  ingua  je  u:v'.ece^sarily  spv  -e,    or 
iinsuited  to  the  dignity  of  I'ais  hou'^e.     Such  Wi>s 
not   my  i'.ilen'ion.     IT  I  have   betrayed  a  want   of  j 
ciu'.io.i  or  ca':niuss,  I  hopi*  tlie   commivep   will 
believe  it  pn ced^d    m  re  from  the  unr' fl' C"ii  t;  ' 
warmth    of  Imrried    debate,   than    f  o:n  a   WHnli.n 
desire  unnecessarily  to  assail  feeiing'--.     To  tne  ge 
neral  .l.icksou  i-.  p^^rsonally  a  stranger.     It  is  in'- 
pjssiblc,  lliere'b'r,  that  I  can   entertain   for  him 
any  pe,sar.al  ennii  y-     1  know  him  only  as  a  piiblic 
man — and  it  is  oily  in  his   pubt'c  ch^rarver  that  I 
have  censured  his  candiict.     In  doinpr  so  I  have  no 
personal  wishes  to  jrralify,  no  disappointed  hopes 
to  reveng<?,  and  no  interests  to  promote,  but  those 
of  the  pe.iple.     Sir,  I  lovc  my  country— I  love  her 
cV.ii-ac  er— I   love   her  constitution.     As   the   re 
presentative  of  the   people  of  Georgia  upon   this 
floor,  1  shoul.l  r>;(-l  myself  crl.r,ia;il  were  1  to  pennt 
to  pass  onnoticed  the  exercise  of  a  power,  whirh, 
in  iis  optration,  has  a  tendency  to  s..p   he  fair  fabric 
of  this  sacred  ins'rument,  establ  s:.ed  al  the   ex- 
prnseof  somuch  blood  and  treasure.  _   Ag:iit.st  the 
nsivpuiion  ofiuch  a  poxutv,  by  any  individual,  I  fed 
it  my  duty  to  raise  both  my  hand  and  my  voice. 
No  man  can  more  hii^hly  appreciate  the  distinguish 
ed  strviccs  of  gen.  Jacksuii   llian  I  do.     So  far  as 
those  services  have  been  virtuous  and  lef^.if,  I  have 
joined  mv  counirymen  in  crying  "-.veil  done,  good 
"and  faiilTf d  sr-rvJnt;"  ard  in  bestowing  upon  him 
my  plaudi'.s  and   warmest  thanks.     Fop  such  ^^e;- 
vices  I  am  slill   v.illinij  to  join  in  cro  "ding  lautcls 
upon  his  brail,  until  it  bends  under  the  weight  of 
ti;cm.     But,   if  tl^ey   are  to   he   acquired    by  his 
trimoling  upon  the  consiitution,  and  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  country,  then  s!i..ll   I  wish  to  see 
eacii  leaf  of  tiif  se  laurels  fa  le,  and   fail  in  ruin  to 
foe   ground.      N..y,    the  very   brow    which    they 
encir.  le,  sihk 

"To  the  vile  dust  from  whence  i*  sprung, 
"Unwept,  ur.hoiiored,  and  unsung." — 
Sir,  upon  the  preservation  of  this  instrument  in  its 
puriiy,  depends  the  freedom  and  the  happiuess  of 
noi  only   ihe  present  generaiioii,   but,  as  1  would 
fondly   beiieve,  of  myriads  of  our   posterity,  yet 

unb  r  5 ! 

\\\n  to  the  point.     That  part  of  the  constitution 

wliicii  1  lelieve  to  have  been  virdated  by  tlie  cap.ure 


(,f  the  Spanish  posts,  is  the  one  vesting  in  cung^-ess 
solely  the  power  of  declaring  war.  Is  it  nL-cessa;y 
to  enter  u[)'n  a  coiwse  of  reasoning  \o  prove  tlie 
pn'icii  of  vesting  this  power  in  congress,  or  in  other 
words,  in  the  pe'ijde?  I  would  fondly  hop?  that 
there  is  no  man  upon  this  floor,  wiio  wis  es  to  see 
it  changed.;  and  1  feel  that  I  should  he  doing  them 
an  iigusiice  di !  I  evei  suspect  them  of  sucli  a  vvi^h. 
S  »  ciea!-.  so  self-cViden.,  is  the  policy  of  placing  it 
where  "  -  consiitution  has  left  it,  tlnU,  ifl  a;n  uo' 
misl.:ktii,  the  iniinurtal  authors  of  ^he  letters  of 
Fubiin!,  would  not  condchcend  to  consume  one 
moineat  of  time,  or  waste  one  solitary  argument 
in  the  proof  of  i'-.  Uui  such  a  discussion  is  now 
loo  late.  It  would  be  fruitless; — the  point  is  se-- 
tled.  li  is  vesied  in  congress — in  tLe  fwople;  and 
the  true  quesdon  is,  will  you  preserve  it  lO  then, 
i.ivio.ate  .'  .Sir,  so  long  as  it  is  pres.^rved  to  the 
/leoftle,  we  have  the  best  security  against  the  am 
oi.iun.  of  mdividuais — we  netd  fear  no  tyrants.  H 
it  is  once  los^.rnin  is'du  consequence. 

Aid   permit  ir.e  here  to   o'^se^re,  that   from  Vf^ 
poriio.".  of  ihe  people  iiave  we  so  much  cause  i'j  fear 


'he  loss  of  this  gP'^at  preroEfitlve  of  peace  and  war, 
iS  from  the  trii'itirv.  If  it  should  ever  be  usurped, 
dep-^nd  upon  i  it  will  be  by  a  mi'-itary  man.  I  13 
natural  to  tli?  public  mind  to  admire  warlike  deeds. 
In  the  splendor  of  rr.ilitarv  achievemen's,  our  eyes 
are  b!ii<led,and  ourreasf-n  is  obscured.  'Wehecoroe 
«>  ii'fatuated  wit'i  the  man  'hat  we  lose  sicht  of 
principle,  avd  we  are  ottering  h'm  our  icomhip,  be- 
f  re  we  v.ve  aware  that  we  h  .V"  m  .de  '  im  a  G  d. 
Sir,  I  much  fea"  that  this  spirit  of  aduhiticn  has 
already  perv-dtd  the  minds  of  ihe  people  of  this 
country  to  a  most  injurious  extent. 

nut  to  the  proof  of  a  v'ola'ion  of  the  constitu- 
tion:— T''is  question  migh'  it  once  be  put  to  res', 
by  shewing  tha^  a  war  has  been  commenced  and 
prosecuted  to^a  conclrsion,  and  calling  upon  those 
w'lo  conducted  it   for  their  authority  in  doing  so. 
Sir,  no  such  aut'-.oriiy  can  be  f-Mind  in  your  statute 
book.     Will  it  be  denied  that  v/ar  has  b^en  pro- 
secuted against  the  Spanish  authorities  in  F'o-i'a  .' 
What  is  war,*  but  the  exercise  "of  force,  of  vio- 
lence between  nations,  in  the  proseci'ion  of  tlieir 
rights,"  whether  real  or  imaginary  ?     Such  gentle- 
men   will  fir.d    to  be   its  dtfir.ition,  whether   their 
own  reason  OT'  the  best  wri'ers  upon  thi«  subj'ct 
be  consul  led.     Such  it  is  deri'edto  be  in  ilie  work 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  (V  He',.)  Th:a  the  Spa-  isU 
posts  were  captured  by  the  exercise  of  this  force 
by  (he  army  of  the  Uni'ed  Stales,  is  mos*  evident, 
fr"im  the  comiTiunications  of  gen.  J  rkson  with  the 
war  d' par' me  It.     In  his  letter  of  5th   May,  1818, 
speaki.ip  of  the  c^p'ure  of  St.   Murks,  he  says,  he 
entered  it  by  "violence."     In  his  lett.^r  of  2  '  June 
following,  detailing  his  operations  against  Pensa- 
cola,    he  savs,   "!.'  demuwhd  tlie  snrre>  dfr  of  that 
placi-,  and  c.tered  it  only  with  a  s'-ow  of  rfsisiance" 
li.nancas   he  regularly    invested;  '^Tioimted   bat- 
t'-r'.es  acainst  is"  «'commen'-ed   fffens've   opera- 
tion-;" f'lrced  thp  So  nis';  g  rr'son  to  "capitulate," 
and  granted  them  "more  fivorable  terms  than  a 
co7!que>t:J  enemy  would  have  mer'.'e  '."     Il-re.then, 
is  furnished  most  abundant  evidence  of  that  very 
circumstance,  oi  force,  neces-ary  to  constitute  w.t  ■ 
or  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  posts  by  war,  then, 
there  is  no  doubt.     Tint  this  is  not  all.     It  was  an 
ofensive  war.     To  give  it  the  character  of  a  defen- 
sive war,  it  must  ;,poear  that  our  ount'-y  had  been 
invaded,  or  was  in  imminent  dang-r  of  invasion  by 
the  Spanish  foces  in  East   Fl.rida,  or  elsewhere. 
O  •,  if  this  was  not  the  case,  it  ought,  at  least,  te 
be  made  to  appear,  th :>t  our  army,  whi^h  had  been 
marched  i'.ioE.iS    Florida,  in  pursuit  of  our  Indian 
e'lemy,  had  been  attacked  bv  the  Spaniards;  or  that 
they  had  arrive  1  themselves  ag  >i  ist  us,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pi-eventing  that  pursuit  of  our  enemy. — 
Vone  of  these   c*ses   appear   to   h\ve   happened. 
rhe   Soariisii    aulho  iti"*  spoke    the   l-.ngiuge  of 
peace.      J  he  mi   ister   >f  Soain  was 'lere.     W'p  had 
a  minister  at  .M  idrid;  peaC"  prevailed  betwee-'i  the 
tv/o  nations,  and  negociations  of  a  frie'dly  kind 
were  going  on.     Xot  a  Sp.ini'h  soldier  had  raised 
his  han';,  or  pointed   his  musket  agiinst  us,  until 
the  .-Vrnerican  army  sat  down  b  fore  St.  M  rks  and 
Pensacota,  for  ihe'purpose  of  capttiring  them.  To 
call  it  a  defensive  war,  therefore,  is  idle.     It  is  an 
outrage  upon  common  sen5;e. 

Ii  as  an  offensive  w^r  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. We  had  no  te-ritory  iti  E  st  Florida  to 
claim  from  Spain.  It  must,  therefore,  have  heen 
oroseculed  to  punish  some  wrong  or  prevent  some 
'fireaiened  diaivfer.  These  are  the  legitimde  ob- 
jects  of  offensive  wars.     They  are  so  dechred  to 


Vi*ttel,  B.  3,  c.  1. 
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be  by  he  vrit-rs  on  t!ie  suoject  of  war  Tiia' 
suci)  precisely  were  our  objects  in  the  attack  up m 
the  Soifi  s?)  pos's,  is  evident  froni  the  d')cuments 
on  our  tanle.  Nov  that  we  hsd  mucli  threatened 
duni^'erto  f-'ar  from  them,  for  they  t!ireatened  none 
—what  could  we  tear  from  such  a  handful  of  soldiers 
as  Sriain  there  had — but  because  th^y  liad  don'^  us 
[ipre-it  wroiifru,  w'nicli  it  was  our  intention  to  p'inis'\ 
T'le  presidfnt's  messaj^e,  and  general  Jacks. >n's 
le  ters  are  fiiled  wi^h  the  details  of  these  wrDns^s. 
Such  of  them  as  are  ur^  d  as  affurdinr^  reasons  for 
tiie  attack  of  S'.  Marks  and  Pensacoia,  are  as  fbl 
liws.  "'I'hst  Spain  had  broken  hertre.vty,  by  which 
S:\  '  was  bouil  10  restrain  the  Indians  within  her 
ter  It'<ry  from  attackiaj;  us,"  that,  so  far  from  do 


'he  letter  f;  om  the  secretary  at  war  to  g^ov  Bibb. 
In  that  the  secretary  says,  (hat  "Gen.  Jackscn  is 
vested  with  fvU  powers  to  con<l'ict  tlie  w;u'  in  the 
manne'-  he  may  judge  best"  Tins  letter  is  dated 
"^ore  than  a  month  after  the  capture  of  St.  Jinks. 
Certainly  no  "full  powers"  as  a(;;ainst  the  Spauish 
author!  i^s  are  laid  before  us;  and  yet  no  iMtimatioa 
is  g-iven  ♦h/it  g-en,  Jackson  had  exceeded  Ids  au- 
thoriiy  until  orders  were  given  to  |jen.  Gaines  to 
rest  >re  Pensarola  a'ld  15  rr.mcas  in  the  Auj^ust 
following — and  then  it  is  not  noticed,  otherwise 
tiian  by  directing  iestorati(jn. 

The  last  circunivtanrc  whirli  I  shall  notice  as 
inexplicable  to  me,  is  the  fact  that  gen.  J.ickson 
has  never  been  called  to  account  for  his  transcend- 


r.v^  th  s.  s>ie  departnl  from  a  "neutral  conduct"  |ing  his  orders.  AU  those  circn-.r.stances  do  stagger 
aft'l  S'lpplied  the  sa'aj,'es  with  ar  ns,  anmunition,  |  nie  B  it  1  sliall  be  glad  if  they  can  be  expl^.ined 
&.C.  ".Jncoarig^d  them  to  m  ke  war  on  us,''  "gave|by  gentlemen  fliffering  ff^ni  me  in  opinion,  and 
th  rn  refuse  and  Droie-.tion,"  "(jrotesled   againsi    who  have  tiken  a  bf^tter  view  of  the  documents.   I 


the  inViisiou  of  Ri->t  FI')riJa,  and  threate  ed  to 
resist  fo-'ce  bv  f.irc:","  sent  ''menacing  letters  to 
gen.  J  ckso  ,"  md  finally,  because  it  wgs  ffa^ed 
'■tie  Spanish  posts  might  fall  into  he  hands  o'ln 


have  lu)  wish  to  b'  lieve   that  liiere  is  any  iiiybtery 
in  these  proceed  jn^^js. 

Reasoning    upon    the  presumption  that  all    the 
ordei's  ever  issuseil  in   rfla\ion  to   this    war  have 


dians."  T'lesc  reasons  are  sone  of  tiiem  ridi -.ulous   bee  •  commt'.nicat.d  to  us,  t'-ere  i-!  abnndauV  c^'ise  ' 

in  thein  e.ve-:,  an-l  sucu  j.s,  to  say  .he  m  >st  of  them,  j'o  say  not  only  ih  »t  ^ener  I  J.xksoa  w  is  not  o<  deed 

but  causes  of  luir.     They  contgin  wrongs  which  jto    ittack   the   S[)aiiish  p^sis,  but   was  expressly 


tlsmaiid  pu'i-hment 

But  who,  Mr.  ch  irm  .n,  authnriz^d  or  directed 
this  war  ^  Tna^  co'igress,  the  consritu  ional  po  ver, 
de'da  ed  it,  will  not  be  pret-^nded.  Ch'^  ex^c  '^ive 
had  no  p'Wtr,  had  he  ben  disposed  Th'  presi- 
dent in  hi)  message  disclaims  any  sach  power — ''i'l 
belongs  to  congress  alone,"  saysh?,  to  change  the 
yelati.ins  exis'ing  be.we.'u  Soiin  ad  the  United 
S'a'es    liu    fiis  is  not  all.     If  ail  t'le  orders  issued 


forhidd^'ti  to  do  KO.  l!  is  fairly  to  be  inferred  from 
lu^  message,  that  he  acted  without  orders.  A^d, 
if  vvf>  can  be  permitted  to  nfer  to  the  vnnfhia! 
expose  issued  last  summer,  wh^ch  evei-y  body  kn.)W3 
c  )-pi.i»ined  the  vie\'.'s  of  the  administration  on  this 
subj'jcl,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  '.iewed  tlniost 
as  an  official  paper,  he  is  tnere  expressly  said  to 
have  acted  "on  his  own  responsibiiliy."  The  orders 
themselves  afford  ample  proof  thai  be  dil.     1  prc- 


to  t'le  g  nerd  commanding  are  laid  before  us,  it  iipume  no  on^-  will  a;  tempt  to  art^'ue  tii^^t  the  orders 
evident  to  me  that  the  executive  did  not  authorise.' laid  bef  re  con  less  were  not  obigatorv  upon  ge- 
th'.s  WAT  upon  t'le  Spanish  authorities  expressly,  or;neral  Jackson,  because  they  were  directed  to  grne- 
by  imp'ication  Par  be  it  from  3e  to  entertain  jral  Gaines.  The  president,  in  his  mess;jges  of  25ih 
the  sli.:,n'est    wish  to  charge  t!'.c  executive  with  i  March,    and   at    the   opening  of  the    session,   has 


duplicity.     1  .viil  not  say  that  all  the  oi'ders  and 
correspondence    between  tlie  executive  and  gene 
ral  Jackson  have  not  been   laid   before  us.      Du", 


settled  that  question,  and  1  see  from  t!.e  inn:;  a- 
tiona  given  me  by  some  gt-ntjemen,  who  I  know 
ddl'er  in  opinion  with  me  upoi  tl.is  interes'.ii'g  -ub- 


candor  compels  me  to  say,  ti,at  there  is  sometliing.jec',  that  they  will  n  .tdeny  u.   I.  oould  be  useless 


a  little  mysterious  to  it.e  uj^on  tlii'  f.ic  of  the  docu- 
ments before  us.  I  will  proceed  to  state  the 
gr  lunds  of  tids  mys'.ery.  In  be  iirst  place  I  can- 
not account  for  the  perfect  cnvfidence  wiiich  gene- 
ral Jackson  shews,  throuichout  ids  ccrr(  spoi.dence, 
in  the  correctness  .'<f  his  proceedings,  in  which  he 
had  clearly  vl  )lated  ids  orders,  us  I  will  hereaftf-r 
shew.     He  nevt'r  ex,jress^s  «  doubt  that  his  con- 


lo  do  so.  Let  us  see  what  those  oiders  were.  There 
were  several  of  them.  Rut  the  most  efricient  one 
was  that  of  16th  December,  1817.  In  this,  he  is 
authorized  to  "cross  the  Florida  line,  and  attack 
the  Indi.ins  within  its  limits,  unless  they  shoud 
slielter  themselves  under  a  Spoiidi  fort.  In  the 
last  event,  you  ivill  immediately  witifii  this  depar.'meut.'^ 
Now,  so  far  from  this  order's  i;iving  authority  to 
duct  will  be  approved.  Acting  as  he  did,  mani-j  attack  the  Spanish  for^s,  it  must  be  considered  as 
fesi'.y  contrary  to  orders,  he  never  even  attempts  to  j  containing  an  express  Jirohibinon.  And  wl;y  was 
ta.-ci«e  himself.  Me  dots  n.it  seem  to  think  that  he!  this  prohibition  laid  upon  him?  For  tlie  best 
i>as  overleaped  his  orders.  He  has  no  appreliensions,!  possible  reasons— 1st.  because  tlie  president  knew 
no  fe  irs,  as  to  the  opinion  the  execu.ive  might  lie  could  not  give  sucli  an  order,  leading  directly 
form  of  his  proceedings.  And  yei,  if  the  orders  to  war,  without  tlie  authority  of  congress — and, 
on  our  table  are  all  that  he  r^  csived,  it  appears  to  2dly,  to  put  Spun  in  the  wrong.  Hid  the  Indians 
me  he  must  have  known  th?.t  lie  had  violated  them,  ibeen  prut^'cted  by  a  Spanish  f(>:t,  there  would  have 
J)ut  I  am  somewhat  staggered  a',  anotlier  fact,  if  I  ibeen  immediate  cause  ufforded;  and  upon  wliich, 
h^ve  made  no  mistake.  In  his  letter  of  the  5'di  of  I  when  added  to  the  long  list  of  oliicr  wrongs,  con- 
M  ly,  181",  w'dch  is  the  only  one  in  which  he  gress  might,  if  tliey  chose,  f/x7rtre-.y(vr. 
con  le  cer-.ds  to  notice  his  instrucaon-;,  he>aysthat       Sir,  let  us  next  examine  tlie  grounds  on  which 

generrd  Jackson  excuses  or  juititt(-s  himself,  aiui 
on  whicn  the  executive  have  refused  "u>  censu;^ 


his  measures  have  been  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
insiructions  from  the  war  departme  t,  aj'.d  under 
a  firm  conviction  that  they  alone  were  calculated 
to  insure  "peace  and  secuntu  tu  the  southern  frontier 


hira,"  and  may  therefore  be  said  to  justify   him. 
They  have  been  already  enumerated.     They  are. 


of  Georgia."  These  last  words  are  given  to  us  as!  that  Spam  did  not  observe  her  treaty,  aided  and 
a  quotation,  and,  one  vvoild  believe,  from  the  ge-jahet'od  the  Jndians  in  war,  extited  them  to  war, 
neral's  oi'(/ers.  I  liave  not  seen  any  order  either  to  furnislied  them  with  the  means  of  war,  gave  some 
gen.  Gaines  or  gen.  Jackson  containing  these  ex-  r.f  them  proteclitm  in  tlieir  forts,  bought  ihe  fVuivs 
p:cssions.     IJut,  yet  1  nuty  be  mistaken.  |of  their  depredations,  and  a  general  diparlure  froru 

Again,  taken  in  connecaon  v/iui  tliese,  may  be  a  scrict  "uciitrul  coui'da  of  their  couduci,"  or,ST> 
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the  words  oF  th?  p:!!)-?!'  of  tlie  miioritv  of  the  mili- 
tary cormiittee,  "1st  That  Spain  neglect fdlo keep 
her  tieaty,  and  th*  reby  becHme  a  party  in  the  war; 
or, 

2dly.  W'iS  too  weak  to  do  so,  and,  there^.ve  for 
feiteJ  her  right  of  soverei|^nty."  How  this  forf,-it<irt 
should  cccrue  to  die  Uiiiied  States,  in  pi-eferencf 
to  any  oilier  n:itJon,  remains  yer  to  be  expUin'^d. 

1  examine  first  Ihe  breach  of  treaty  by  Sp.in.  I 
beg'  le.ive  first  to  nrf -Tiise,  Uiat  we  nr^  not  now 
cousi  lering  what  is  cumte  of  war  witli  Soiin.  T!ie 
ques'don  is  not  between  tlie  Unii<=d  Sla'e"»  and 
Spain.  Whenever  that  question  is  presenied,  1 
sliall  be  ready  to  deliver  my  sentiments.  Were  it 
necessary  to  de;cide  upon  iha.  quesiion,  I  should 
S'ly  that  there  was  am/jle  cavse  of  war.  I  hope, 
ihereforej  no  gentleman  will  suppose  me  to  be  the 
apologist  of  Spanish  wrongs.  Spain  has  done  us 
many  and  grievous  wrong's.  Even  when  I  have 
satisfied  myself  upon  this  point,  it  is  still,  however, 
a  qMCstion  of  gr^at  monieni  to  determine  whethei- 
the  United  States  shsll  make  war  for  those  wro  igs. 
Upon  that  point  ilso  I  sh^il  be  ready  to  deliver 
iTiy  opinion.  Unt  the  true  question  before  us,  is 
between  the  United  States  and  its  own  oj^icer.  Ila.s 
he  exceeded  his  authority  ?  II  :s  he,  by  >tn  exercise 
of  -usurped powers,  involved,  or  attempted  to  involve 
the  people  of  this  nation  in  a  war  without  their 
consent,  declare  i  through  their  representatives  ? 
Sir,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  say  (hat  general  J.tck- 
'  son  lias,  in  th"  cases  umlcr  c  jn^der-ition,  snatched 
from  the  people  this  mo^t  important  right  of  mak- 
ing war  only  by  th'^ir  own  c  neent,  and  that  I  c.in- 
not  approveof  the  conduct  of  die  rxecu  ive,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  liave  calied  him  to  a  severe  account, 
in  tolerating  this  highdianded  act. 

I  liave  yet  to  learn,  that  tlie  breach  of  treaty 
simply,  and  not  fdlowed  by  the  immediate  com- 
mencement of  open  hostilities,  is  itself  TO«r  I  is 
pnly  cause  of  war  ?  Suppose  Sp.iiu  to  bave  --^  ilfully 
broken  her  treaty,  can  the  general  of  ihe  United 
States'  army  proceed  to  commet>ce  hostilities  f 
Can  the  president  himself  do  it.'  No,  sir,  it  is 
only  cause  of  war,  up'in  which  the  war  declaring 
power,  which   is  cimgiess,  may   proceed  to  deli 


Where  is  t  e  evi  hmf-e  •.;r    ii     .li-i.-e  '>r    i  socia- 
tio  ■  .?     Whf^re  did  the   Spanish   troops  attack  or 
array   tliemselves   against   us,   until   we  atticked 
them.?     And  evn  th^  n,  lid  they  ar-t  in  conjunction 
with  t'lC  Indians  .?     I  a'jpeal  to  the  c.'.ndor  of  those 
wjio  defend  general  Jtcksoi's  conduci,  'jpon  this 
tliis  subject }    I  ask  them  to  lay  iheir  finger  upon 
t   e  document  wiiich  is  to  estab!is!i  vhe  existenc  of 
sucli  a  warlike  association  between  the  Spaniards 
and  Indians  as    viU  i  '.entify  them  as  '-q'lallv  our 
enemies,  according  to  the  defi   iiion  given  of  this 
compact  by  the  law  of  nations.     If,  then,  n  >  such 
association  is  proven,  the  conduct   of  the  Spanish 
atithori'ies  in  East  Florida  furnished  no  more  than 
ground  if  complaint,  or,  inotber  words,  cause  of  war, 
upon  w!dch  tliis  nation  might  have  proceede  I  to 
deliberate.     Every  cause  of  war  is  not  war,  other- 
wise nations  could  use  no  discretion.     Yet,  every 
person   knows  that  it  is   tiie  duty    of  nttions   to 
leliberate  when  a  wrong  is  done  them.     Ii  is  their 
duly  to  complain  of  the  injury,  and,  if  redress  is 
ref'i.spd,  then  to  calculate  tiie  chances  of  a  war;  to 
examine  her  own  means,  the  strengtli  and  resources 
of  her  enemy,  the  probability  of  success  in  tlie  con- 
test, and  finally  to  determine  upon  declaring  war 
or  not,  as  their  honor  awd  their  inierest  may  lictate. 
In   t!ie  case  under  consideration,  we   might  have 
chosen  to  overlo  k  ihe  injiiry  done  us.     t    lo  not 
t;ay  that  v/e  would  have  done  it,   although    I  have 
some  doubt  whetlier  this  house,  or  the  executive, 
entertain  any  serious  ideas  of  going  to  war  with 
Spain.     But  ihe  circumstances  of  the  nation,  in  a 
similar  situation  with  another  enemy,  might  have 
rendered  it  necessary  to   count  the  cost.     Suppose 
ii  had  been  Great  Britain  instead  of  Spain.      I'liink 
you  that  we  sliould  isave  proceeded  in  Mie  s  ime 
headlong  manner  .'     I  venture  to  say  not.     What 
opportunity    has    the    nation   had    to   express    its 
willingness  to  encounter  a  war  with  Sp.iin  ?     Are 
tlie  wron,^s  which   were  done  us  such  as  that   we 
mus'  fight  ?     Are  they  such  as  that  they  cannot  be 
sverlooked  P     I  contend  that  they  are   such  as  a 
prudent  nation  may   overlo-jk,  if  she  chooses.     It 
cannot  be  contended  tliat  they  are  stmnger  grounds 
of  complaint  than  "furnishing  a  determined  succor. 


berate,  and  then  declare  war,  as  the  interests  of  allowing-  troops  to  be  raised  or  advancing  money.' 
the  nation  may  dictue.     A  nation  m.ay  excuse  a 
breach  of  treaty,  especially  when  li  proceeds  from 
weakness — (V-.ttel,  2o0,  328  )     'i'liis   exercise   of 


Although   not  precisely  the  same,  yet  'hey  are  of 
similar  ch.iracter.      They  are  the  evidences  of  a 
hostile  dinposition;  they  are  evidences  of  a.  greater 
judgmontj  and  discretion  in  exercising  it,  belongs,  |  rc_^ar</  for  our  enf;my  than  ourselves.      Now,  the 
of  course,  to  tlie  war  making  power,  in  each  go- 1  cases  I   have  quoted,  Vat'el  expressly  declares  to 
verr.ment.      Unless,    therefore,    general    Jack.-^on    be  such  "as  niay  be  oferZyoArerf,"  if  in  otjier  respects 


possesses  thjs  power,  he  cannot  be  justified  or  ex 

cused- 

OP  the  same  character  are  "almost  all  the  other 
grounds  upon  v/!iic!»  the  capture  of  the  Spanish 
posts  is  excused,  suc!i  as  exciting  the  Indians  to 
war,  supplying  them  with  cirnis,  giving  inforni<uion 
and  advice,  and,  in  general,  a  drpariiae  fom  neutral 
londuct,  by  which,  as  is  contended,  Spain  became 
a  party  in  the  war  w  iili  tl;e  Int'.i.ms.  Sir,  they  were 
pore  of  thetn  direct  and  open  acts  of  v.ar.  Tliey 
wtjre  cn'.y  cavacs  of  nunr.  1  wil  not  deny  that  if 
tliere  hud  been  wl  at   ilie   writer.s  on  iiatjon.il  law 


the  af-cusiomed  relations  of  peace  are  preserved — 
(Vattcl,  p.  328.)  True,  we  may  r.aU  them  to  ac- 
count for  it.  We  may  demand  redress.  It  was 
♦•new  ground  of  quarrel"  of  which  we  had  a  right 
lo  complain.  "^Ve  might  expostulate  wi:h  them, 
and,  not  receiving  .satisLclion,  we  might  prosecute 
our  right  and  make  war  on  them.  But,  in  this 
case,  tiiere  must  be  a  declaration" — (V.ittel,  3.31.) 
But,  sii',  this  nation  have  had  no  opportunity  lo 
complain  of  Spain,  and  in  c^se  redress  were  refused, 
to  consult  their  interest  in  declaring  war  or  not. 
Whether  willing  or  not,  it  has  been  declared  to 


cnW  i\  wurlitc  ai.n,ci'ition—{Yii'ae],  o24,  ."28,)  and  •  tiniir  hand,  and  those  who  have  done  it  are  not 
vesiiliirg  in  the  formatioi'  of  comnirm  ctnu^e;  f  r  even  to  be  rcitsured  That  we  arc  not  now  a*  wa' 
instance,  iV  the  Spanish  authorities  in  East  Florida  i  is  attribuiable  only  to  tie  indjecility  of  our  enemy 


liad,  by  agreement,  united  their  interests  and 
forces  toge'htr,  and  eilhti  attacked  us,  e.r,  thus 
lipited,  repelled  o'lr  a'.'.ack  upon  the  laditiis,  in 
jbai  eve.it,  we  should  be  cc.mpelled  lo  make  war 
upon  tlieni,  by  a  reg.ird  to  oiu'  own  safttj.  No 
tlccUr-ition  of'war  w<ju!il  be.  necessary.  But,  will 
ij  be  cmteiidtd  any  sucli  tsicsicition  wus  fl-rn.ed  ? 


Sir,  I  think  tlitt  even  those  who  difier  with  me  in 
'pinion  iip'in  this  subject,  will  admit,  that  had  it 
been  Kni;Lnd,  and  not  Spain,  w!:ose  forts  were 
captured,  we  had  row  betn  at  blows  in  a  war  com- 
menced widiou;  cot.sitltiULr  tiie  pf-.;'i)!e.  I  go  far- 
ther. 1  ventuie  lo  ask  tliem,  hud  it  been  England 
from  whom  wc  had  sfc:.5ed  these  posts,  and  gei^ral 
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Mi-roiiib  (I  meniion  his  name  only  because  I  know 
he  coiumaj.ls  on  the  nonhern  frontier)  the  officier 
wlio  had  ii»a'!e  the  war,  would  he  not  have  been 
callel  to  a  s(-vere  account  ? 

But,  sir,  the  policy  of  ine  nation  is  changed;  the 
law  is  chanj5t.'d;  the  eonstitution  is  changed;  the 
right  of  deliberation  upon  this  great  exercise  of 
power,  in  declaring  war,  and  witli  which  tiie  inter- 
est, honor,  an  i  prosperity  oFthe  people  are  more  in- 
timately connected  tlnn  with  any  other  act  of  sove 
leignty,  is  taken  fruni  tliem:  it  belongs  to  gen., la -k- 
soii;  lie  'li;is  involved  us  in  war,  as  far  as  his  act 
could  do  it,  iiiid  we  must  support  him  in  it. 

Some  otiier  reasons  for  tlie  seizure  of  these  posts 
deserve  to  be  noticed.  One  is,  because  "St.  Marks 
Was  necess:iry  as  a  depnt  for  the  success  of  his  fu- 
ture opera;  ions."  And  will  it  be  said  that  this  af- 
fords a  justification  of  his  conduct.'  So  Gibraltar 
may  be  necessary  in  our  future  operations  against 
the  Barbary  powers,  and  why  not  take  that,  or  some 
other  place  in  the  .Mediterran.-an?  But,  again:  it 
seems  tliat  the  governor  of  I'ensacola  sent  a  very 
insulting  letter  to  the  general,  threatening  to  repel 
force  by  force.  It  was  this  letter,  he  declares,  that 
filially  determined  his  mind  to  capture  the  place. 
From  his  letter,  it  woidd  seem  that  ull  the  other  rea- 
sons would  liot  have  been  sufiicient.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter  "he  hesitated  no  longer."  And 
so,  sir,  because  his  feelings  and  his  dignity  were  in- 
sulted, this  nation  must  run  the  risk  of  w-a-  to  re- 
venge it.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  the  duty  of 
tiie  Spanish  officer  to  protest  when  he  discovered 
thai  general  Jackson  was  on  his  march  to  Pensa- 
cola:  he  was  near  to  it — for  he  received  the  protest 
on  the2jd  of  May,  and  on  the  next  day  entered  the 
town.  The  duty  of  the  Spanish  officer  to  his  own 
government  required  that  lie  siiould  protest.  In 
saying  this,  I  again  repeat,  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
palliate  Sj>anish  wrongs;  tiiey  nre  aufficientlv  great. 
But  it  bc^longs  to  the  people,  and  not  the  officers  of 
tJie  army,  to  determine  on  punishing  them. 

Tiiere  is  one  oilier  circumstance  which  the  ge- 
neral gives  as  a  cause  for  his  movements,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  advert.  It  is  this — lh.it  he  "had  un- 
derstood tile  Lillians  were  collecting,  to  the  amount 
of  four  or  five  thousand  *  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Pensacola.  Tiiis  is  really  too  laughable  to  be  se- 
riously noticed.  At  no  time  during  this  v/ar,  was 
there  ever  as  many  as  one  thouannJ  seen  together. 
'i'lie  Indians  had  been  beaten  and  dispersed,  and 
driven  to  the  east,  into  the  peninsula  of  Florida. 
From  whence,  then,  were  these  four  or  five  thou- 
sand to  come.''  Sir,  all  the  Seminoles,  Red  Sticks, 
and  Negroes  together,  did  not  amount  to  that  num- 
ber; and  I  iiave  too  good  an  o]>lnion  of  his  judgment 
totiiink  he  believed  the  information,  though  I  have 
no  doubt  he  received  it. 

I  had,  sir,  various  other  circumstances  to  whlcli 
I  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
But  I  feel  myself  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  am  sensi- 

*Mr.  Cobb  feels  it  but  justice  to  state,  that,  since 
the  delivery  of  iii-j  argument,  he  h.\s  been  informed 
by  a  gentleman  that  this  is  a  ti!f)og-ra/)hical  error, 
and  that  it  siiould  be  four  or  five  hundred.  Mr.  C 
has  not  exiiniiied  the  document  from  which  the  let- 
ter laid  on  !iis  table  was  printed.  He,  however, 
takes  it  for  granted,  there  was  a  mistake,  and  had 
he  known  it  before  iie  rose  to  speak,  he  sliouid  not 
have  a<iverted  to  the  circumstance  in  the  terms  he 
did.  Tlip  circumstuice  to  which  ha  allud^;d,  may 
be  found  in  thf»  letter  of  general  J.ickson  to  the  War 
department,  of-tlie  d<ste  of  5tli  M.-.y,  1818,  at  p.ige 
5S  of  !.he  printed  iucunients. 


ble  1  have  already  lakt  >  up  too  much  of  their  time. 
For  the  patience  and  attention  wilii  v/iiich  they  have 
listened  tome,  I  return  them  my  thanks;  they  have 
been  greater,  perh-ps,  than  I  dt-scrved.  But  I  can- 
not take  my  seat  wiihoui  calling  iheir  atiention  to 
thi:  precedent  which  will  be  made  in  tins  case. 
This  body  is  the  child  almost  of  prectdents.  Not 
a  case  presents  itself  but  wh.ii  precedents  are  sought 
— even  every  little  claim  is  governed  by  precident. 
I  hope  tiiey  will  be  aware  of  the  important  one  to 
be  afforded  by  the  decision  of  this  question,  and 
that  it  shall  not  be  such  as  that,  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, if  some  ambitious  gt-neral  should  spring  up, 
and,  panting  to  acquire  the  same  glory,  without 
po.ssessing  the  talents  of  gen.  Jackson,  should,  by 
some  mad  act,  hurry  this  nation  into  war,  lie  shall 
not  have  it  :n  his  power  to  point  to  this  case,  and 
shield  himself  from  responsibility. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  M'.ssachusetts,  said,  the  gentle- 
man from  G^-orgia  (mr.  Ci)ob)  having  appealed  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  committee,  he  fell  himself 
obliged,  having  some  claim  to  that  very  common 
and  vulgar  commodity,  to  attempt  to  answer  the 
gentleman's  c;dl. 

This  is  not,  said  mr.  H.  the  only  inducement.  Tlve 
very  handsome,  able  :»nd  genii.*manly  manner  in 
which  that  gentleman  has  supported  Ins  resolutions, 
entitles  him  to  the  particular  consideration  of  every 
member  who  differs  from  him,  and  demands  our 
utmost  efforts  to  combat  his  arguments  and  resist 
the  force  of  his  eloquence. 

r.  is  not,  sir,  because  gen.  Jackson  lias  acquired 
so  mucli  glory,  in  defence  of  his  country's  rights^ 
that  I  defend  him  It  is  not  \'ot  the  sjdendor  of  his 
achievements  or  the  brilliancy  of  his  character.  I 
would  notcompromit  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
country,  to  screen  any  m  in,  however  respectr.ble.  If 
gen.  Jackson  has  been  ambitious,  I  would  restrain 
him;  if  cruel,  I  would  correct  him;  if  he  is  proud,  I 
would  humble  him;  if  he  is  tyrannical,  I  would  dis- 
arm him.  And  yet,  I  confess,  it  would  require  pret- 
ty strong  proof  to  produce  conviction  that  he  iia» 
intentionally  done  wrong.  At  his  age  of  life,  crown- 
ed Willi  the  honors,  and  loaded  with  th°  gratitude 
of  his  country,  what  adequate  motive  could  induce 
him  to  tarnish  his  glory  oy  acts  of  cruelty  and  re- 
venge.' 

Nor  am  I  disposed  to  become  tlie  advocate  of  ex- 
ecutive usurpation.  If  ihe  jiresident  of  the  United 
Stat(is  has  encroached  upon  the  rlgliis  of  the  people, 
or  usurped  a  power  not  granted  by  tiie  con.slilution, 
it  IS  our  duty,  as  tiie  guardians  of  tho.se  rights,  to 
correct  the  mischief  and  preserve  the  republic. 

And  yet,  it  would  be  diflicull  to  imagine  an  ad- 
equate motive  to  induce  the  president  to  trample 
upon  the  constitutional  liberties  of 'tlie  people- 
His  Wi'i  has  been  constantly  devviled  to  the  1  berties, 
prosperity  and  honor  of  his  count i-y.  He  receives 
his  reward  in  the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  Tiie  chief  of  the  only  free  people  on  earth, 
I  could  scarcely  imagine  that  he  has  an  inducement 
to  do  wrong,  much  lt;ss  to  prostrate  the  fab;  ic  of 
freedom  wliicli  his  own  hands  have  contrllniiL-d  to 
erect. 

I  nsstire  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  thai,  in  en- 
deavoring to  anticipate  the  .irgtinients  of  tli:*  f.-l-nds 
of  general  Jacktion  an. I  tiic  presidcnr,  iu*  has  not 
anticipated  me.  I  admit,  in  the  ),ii.ser,  that  the 
president  has  no  right  to  commence  a  war,  even 
agiiiisl  Indians.  Audi  fur'.lier  a.'.uiit,  th.a,  if  a 
treaty  between  this  and  atiotf.er  nation  b-r  vi.il.itcd 
by  the  other,  -party,  ;nid  ilie  vi.il.iu.;:i  is  not  it-itf 
an  actofwar,but  such  as  wonl.l  j'!>t,r3  iKis'iiiiies 
on  </K/'//;jcf,  t!ie  p-.esidci'.t  lias  no  rtgiu  leijoinmenie. 
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these  hostilities,  without  the  consent  of  congress.! aiilhorize  him  to  employ  the  standing  uimy  for 
If,  witli  iliese  admissions,  the  president  and  gen-j  tliese  [jui'poses,  jet  it  is  miuifest  that  om  regular 
er<il  J  ickson  cannot  be  def-nded,  they  cannot,  in  I  troops  would  n-.ver  have  been  pltced  on  our  Iron- 
my  opinion,  he  defended  at  all.  I  tiers  m  lime  of  peace,  if  they  cuuli  not  be  employ 

It  is  then  incumbent  on  me  to  shew  that  the  In-  ed  by  the  president  to  repel  inv:ision,  wuhoutan 
tlians  cummenced  the  wnr.  I  shall  not  detain  tiie  act  of  congress.  If  the  arnny  of  the  United  States, 
committee  long  on  this  point,  nt  present,  as  I  hliallj  during  mvasion,  were  to  remain  inactive,  untd  con- 
be  obliged  to  examine  it  inoie  particularly  in  dis-  gress  could  be  convened  to  auliiorize  them  to  act, 
cussing  another  part  of  the  subject  It  cannot,,  lliey  would  be  worse  titan  useless.  Tiioiigh  lam 
however,  sir,  have  escaped  tlie  recollection  of  thel  not  in  llie  habit  of  placing  much  reliance  on  the 
memijers  of  this  house,  that  the  aggressions  of  |  admission,  of  my  opponents,  1  trust  it  will  not  be 
those  Seminoles  were  loudly  coinpl?ined  of  by  thej  insisted  tl.at  the  president  h:is  not  the  power  to  em- 
people  of  Georgia.  Scarcely  a  newspaper  from  thej  l)iny  the  army  for  liie  same  purposes  as  the  militia, 
south,  but  Was  filled  with  dismal  accomits  of  Indi  mj  I'lie  war  having  been  commenced  by  the  Semi, 
massacres.  Scarcely  a  breeze,  but  v,:ifted  to  our^oles  and  iheir  .issociates,  and  the  President  of  tlie 
cars  the  dangers,  distresses  and  murders  of  ihej  United  States  having  the  ]iower,  by  the  constihilion 
people  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia.  Were  these  land  In  v/s  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and  repel 
allgronndUss  rumors  and  fals^j  ahti  t.s?  Were  thej  the  enemy,  the  enquiry  is  imporunt,  on  what 
Georgians  in  fact  the  aggi-essors?  Tue  gentleman' ground  he  may  meet  them.  I  differ  from  m.ny 
J'rom  Georgia  can  answer  tiie  question.  |  gentlemen,  in  regard  to  tiie  politic;d  rights  of  the 

On  ihe9ih  of  August,  loi4,  a  treaty  w^s  signedl  Indians.  Whatsoever  may  be  their  rights  in  peace, 
at  Fort  Jackson,  between  the  United  States  and  either  by  nutural  or  conventional  law,  j?j  wnr  1  deem 
most  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation.  [  them  as  sovereign.  Their  residence  withln  the 
By  this  treat),  certdn  lands  were  ceded  i'^  the  Uni-  limits  of  the  United  States,  limits,  to  which  they 
ted  Siaies,  and  the  inhabivaii'S  of  tiie  fr..itiers  un-  have  never  assented,  neither  brings  them  wi;hin  our 
ilerstood  that  the  war  was  envied.  Uut  it  was  soon !  (iroteclion  nor  entitles  us  to  their  allegiance.  Tiie 
ibund  that  several  of  the  hostile  Creeks,  und  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  no  operation  upon 
Seinmoli^s,  had,  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  asso-  them,  and  if  tliey  levy  war,  ihey  are  not  punishable 
ciated,  for  the  pur|)<)se  of  cummenc, ng  hostilities;  as  traitors.  A  tribe  of  Indians  whose  tcrriioij'  is 
against  tiie  United  Slates.  By  the  instigition  and, e.vclusivcly  within  our  llmils,  mav  \v;.ge  war  and 
aid  of  acert<in  tjol.  Nicaoils,  a  fort  was  ^reeled  on  make  jjeace  with  us,  puisue,  ca;>t'ure  and  destroy 
tlie  Appalachicold,  and  within  the  province  ot  East  us,  send  and  receive  flags,  grant  and  receive  capit- 
JPloriaa,  to  facilitate  their  hostile  designs.  At  thisjulations,  and  are  entitled  to  a  reciprcjcation  of  every 
place  were  assembled  a  inoil-y  banditti  of  negroes, 'act  of  civiiizid  warfare,  and  subject  to  the  s.ime 
Indians  and  fugitives  frora  all  nations,  and  trained; rules  of  severity  and  retaliation  as  other  nations, 
and  instrucud  m  the  arts  of  robbery  and  murder. | To  invade  their  terriiory  and  cross  their  line  is,  as 
The  people  ot  the  United  States  soon  felt  tiie  ef-  to  th^m,  passing  out  of  tlie  limits  of  the  Unitt-d 
feels  of  liielr  vengeance.  S-vcral  families,  includ- 1  States.  And  if  General  Jackson  had  no  right,  iu 
ing  worn  Ml  and  Lhildren,  wtre  barbarously  murder- 1  tiiis  war,  to  cross  the  Florida  line,  neither  h;.d  he  » 
ed.  Ill  1S16,  a  boat's  crcW  were  cruellj  butchered,  [right  to  cross  the  Indian  line  witliin  our  limits.  If 
one  of  whom  was  tarred,  s"t  on  fire  .;nd  burnt  to 'there  is  any  force  in  the  argument  so  often  urged  on 
death.  On  tlieoOth  of  November  last,  Lieutenant  I  other  occasions,  tiial  every  war  of  invasion  is  an  uf' 
Soolt,  and  his  party,  consisting  of  about  fifiy  men.'fensive  war,  and  one,  consequentlv,  which  the  Pres- 
women  and  children,  were  murdered  in  a  manner 'ident  couLi  not  wage  without  the'  authority  r^'.  Con- 
too  shocking   to  describe.     In  this  exigency,  what 'gress;  then,  it  follows,  that  Congress  must  declare 


was  to  be  doii'.'? 


war,  before   the  President  can   m  .rch  the   milifia 


The  constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  the'across  the  Indian  lint,  even  withm  tiie  limits  of  the 
president  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  and  United  S  ates.  But  such  a  construction  of  the  con- 
of  themlliUa,  \yhcu  called  into  the  service  of  Lhejslitutio.;  is  totally  inadmissible.  Wiien  war  is  com- 
United  States.  It  vests  in  Congress  the  pr  wer  to  |  menced  by  savages,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Pies- 
provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  to  suppress  in- lid  nt  to  repel  ;.iid  punisli  them.  To  follow  them 
surreclions  and  repel  invasions.  The  act  of  con-  to  the  line  affords  us  no  security — tlie  invasion  con- 
gress of  the  28di  of  February,  179.5,  provides  that  not  be  effectual iy  repelled,  but  by  pursuing  them  in- 
whenever  the  United  States  siiall  be  invaded,  or  in 'to  their  own  territory,  an -I  retaliating  on  tiiem  theie. 
imminent  danger  of  invasion,  the  pie.sident  may  j Such  has  been  the  UHlform  construction  of  the  pow- 
call  out  aoy  portion  of  the  miiitia  to  repel  th?  me-  er  of  the  president,  ever  since  the  adopiioo  of  the 
ditaied  attack,  and,  to  this  end,  may  direct  his  or- 1  constitution.  In  no  instance,  that!  recolh-ct,  has 
ders  to  any  ofiicer  of  the  milltia,  wnhout  a  requi  | Congress  declared  war  against  an  Indii.n  tribe.  Tiie 
sition  upon  the  governors  of  tne  slates.  Tiie  tra-  defeat  of  St  Clair,  and  subsequent  victory  of 
mers  of  the  constitution,  by  authorizing  the  Pre-  W.iyne,  were  on  Indian  territory.  The  battle  at 
sident  to  repel  invasion,  did  not  intend  that  he, Tippecanoe,  fought  by  my  fiiend  from  Ohio,  with 
should  wait  until  it  siiouid  have  tyken  place. 'so  much  honor  to  himstr'if  and  satlsfaciion  to  his 
Should  invasion  impend,  it  was  essenti  d  that  the  country,  was  within  the  limits  of  t!ic  Indian  nation, 
president  siiould  have  the  power  to /);r7)ewJ  it.  The  In  neither  of  tiiese  instances  was  a  declaration  of 
preposterous  doctrine  that  the  invasion  must  take:  war  deemed  necessary  by  Congress. 
place  before  the  md.tia  cm  b? called  for,  iv,  1  trust,!  If,  then,  it  be  true  that  tiiis  war  was  commenced 
long  since  exphnled.  This  ict  is  an  exposition  of.  by  these  savages,  we  have  brough'  Gener.d  Jackson 
this  clause  ill  the  constitution,  acquiesced  in  ever; and  his  army  up  to  the  Florida  line,  and,  I  trust, 
since  the  year  \7'■J■^■  The  president,  theiij  m.iy  tni-  without  aiiv  material  violation  of  tlie  constitution  or 
ploy  the  miiitiH  witliaut  a  special  auiiionty  fromllaws  of  tlie  United  States.  Let  us  now  slop  and 
congress,  when  there  i:i  invasion  or  danger  of  it.  examine  the  ground  on  the  other  side  before  we  at- 
And  he  can  use   tiie  army'  as  well  as    the  mditia. —  tempt  to  p.iss  it. 

He  is  their  commander  m  chief,  and   thougii  the  actj      The  territory  of  I'iorida,  wlilch   t*i2  general  and 
to  which    !  have  juot  i-eferred  does  nut  sp..'Cially  .ds   troops'are  about  to  enter,  {Vom  St.  Marks  to 
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Pensacola,  in  length,  and  from  tlie  United  States' 
to  the  fiulfin  oreadtli,  comprehends,  pi-obuoly,  not 
less  than  10,00D  squtre  miles.  Spain  claims  a  ju- 
ristJiciion  over  this  tract,  as  comprehended  within 
the  two  provinces;  and  it  includes,  I  am  told,  about 
3000  Spaniards  in  all — 2.500  of  whom  are  in  and  a- 
bout  Pensacola,  and  the  residue  scattered  on  the 
Choctaw  river,  and  a  few  tr:*ding-  families  on  the 
App.ilachicola.  The  number  of  Indians  there  can- 
not  be  well  ascertnined,  but  far  exceeds  the  while 


capture  all  those  of  a  suspicious  character.  Should 
you  mistake,  it  is  not  your  faiil',  but  the  m  fortune 
or  folly  of  the  neutral  in  being  found  in  company 
with  your  enemy,  in  a  situation  to  excite  suspicion. 
A  discretion,  therefore,  must  rest  with  a  command- 
er to  discriminate.  In  the  ordinary  case  oF  invad- 
ing the  country  of  a  civilized  nation,  the  command- 
ing general  is  obliged  to  distinguish  between  the 
public  and  private  property,  and  between  combat- 
ants and    non-comb;ints.     i'here  are    situations   in 


population.     Tiie  possessions  of  the  Spaniards  are  |  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  determine,  and  it 
exceedingly  limited,  and  their  jurisdiction  is  mere-j  not  unusually  hnppens  that  this  power  of  dlscrimi- 


ly  nominal      The  Indians  have,  in  fact,  the  pos»es- 
sion  and  the  control. 

Rut,  suppose  we  admit  that  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians  have  a  concurrent  jurisdiction.  This  is  the 
most  that  can  be  pretended.  And  upon  this  hypo 
thesis,  what  are  the  rights  of  the  United  States? 
The  territory  of  these  Indians  is  on  both  sides  the 
Florida  line.  Their  possessions  and  residence  are 
transient  and  anibulitory,  without  regard  to  this 
line.  The  nation,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  is  at 
war  witli  us,  and  in  this  war  they  Can  occupy  their 
territory  in  Florida  in  spite  of  Spain.  Singular,  in- 
deed, would  it  be,  if  we  should  be  engaged  in  war 
with  an  enemy  wlio  had  a  perfect  right  to  be,  where 
we  liad  no  rigiit  to  meet  him.  Spain  claims  a  ju- 
risdiction to  a  territory  occupied  by  our  enemy;  she 
has  no  power  nor  inclination  to  expel  him,  and  yet 
it  is  gravely  said  that  this  enemy  cannot  be  pursu- 
ed to  this  territory,  wiiiiout  an  act  of  hostility  a- 
giinst  Spain.  Unforlunate,  indeed,  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  United  States,  if  a  liorde  of  unprin- 
cipled banditti,  iiolding  a  residence  on  our  borders, 
could  prosecute  a  cruel  and  exterminating  war  up- 
on our  citizens,  and  then  tike  refuge  across  an  ideal 
line,  wliere  the  laws  of  nations  forbid  us  to  appro  ich 
them.  Sir,  let  gentlemen  tell  me  of  another  in- 
stance wi'ereyrtur  enemy  lias  a  right  to  perfect  se-| 
curity  against  your  approach.  It  would  be  a  war 
of  a  ))eculiar  character,  where  one  side  only  gives 
the  blows. 

Why,  then,  should  not  gen.  Jackson  and  Ills  army 
cross.?  W'llany  gentleman  point  to  me  the  .lause 
in  the  constituiion  or  laws  of  the  United  States  that 
forbids  iiini.''  Nay,  more,  can  any  one  offer  a  reason 
why  he  should  not  pass  into  Florida,  wliich  '.Tould 
not  equ.illy  forbid  his  crossing  the  Indian  line  n'ith- 
ritlie  limits  of  the  United  Stales.i'  It  would  be  pre- 
jiosterous  and  absurd  to  pretend  that  you  could  not 
pursue  your  enemy  to  any  refuge  to  which  he  is 
entitled.  The  Seminoles  then,  being  your  enemies, 
and  having  a  right  in  Florida  beyond  the  control  of 
Spain,  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  you  have  a 
right  to  pursue  and  fight  him  there  in  your  own  de- 
fence. 

Gen.  Jackson  having  crossed  into  Florida,  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  and  fighting  the  Seminoles, 
what  are  his  duties  towards  those  who  profess  an  al- 
legiance to  Spain?  The  case  is  peciiliar,  and,  per- 
haps, stands  on  its  own  foundation.  It  is  difficult 
to  illustrate  it  by  analogy.  While  we  are  on 
enemy's,  we  ar',  in  some  sense,  on  nexitral  ground. 
The  ocean  being  the  high  way  of  nations,  and  all 
having  concurrent  jurisdiction,  it  is  possible  a 
case  miy  there  be  found  affording  an  illustra- 
tion. Yoii  discover  your  enemy's  fleet  at  a  dis- 
tance. On  approaching  it,  you  perceive  neutrals 
rntermixed.  Some  are  of  a  doubtful  character 
wearing  the  neutral  flag,  but  exhibiting  other 
symptoms  of  a  belligerent  character.  Some  seem 
engag.-d  in  afForJing  facilities  to  the  enemy  to  de- 
fend   tliemselves   or    to   escape.     In  surh    a   case. 


nation  necessarily  devolves  on  tlie  subordinate  offi- 
cer, and  even  soldiers,  whereby  many  of  the  inno- 
cent and  unoffending  are  made  to  suffer. 

When  General  Jackson  m-irched  his  army  into  a 
country  where  he  must  necessarily  find  neutrals,  as 
well  as  enemies,  the  right  of  discrimination  devol- 
ved on  him.  If  a  Spaniard  was  found  in  the  rank.? 
of  the  enemy,  aiding  and  assisting  in  hostilities,  he 
was  bound  <o  consider  him  as  an  enemy.  If  the 
guns  of  a  fort  were  turned  against  him,  or  the  fort 
used  by  the  Indians  as  a  post  of  annoyance,  lie  had  a 
right  to  consider  the  soldier  there  as  associated  ancl 
identified  with  the  enemy,  and  to  wrest  from  their 
iiunds  the  means  of  hostility.  Even  should  he  mistake, 
he  is  not  subject  to  censure;  but  it  is  the  misfortune 
of  the  neutral  in  being  associated  with  our  enemy, 
and  placed  in  a  situation  where  suspicion  might  at- 
tach. B'it,  sir,  I  by  no  means  admit  that  gen.  Jack- 
son needs  such  an  apology  in  tliis  case.  I  will  prove 
that  the  Spaniards  in  Florida  were  idi-ntified  with 
the  Indians,  and  the  posts  taken  by  Jackson  were 
under  Indian  control.  Iwiil  prove  that  the  Spanish 
officers  and  inhabitants  in  Florida  have  conducted 
most  treacherously,  pretending  to  a  neutrality, 
which  they  have  constantly  violated.  I  will  shew  to 
the  committee,  by  proofs  incoutestible,  that  the  local 
authorities  were  tlie  excie-rs,  promoters  and  prose- 
cutors of  the  v/ar,  and  furnished  the  means  of  car- 
rying it  on. 

I  lay  Spain  nut  of  the  question.  Poor,  miserable, 
degraded  Spain,  too  we:dc  and  palsied  to  act  or 
tliiiik.  She  has  but  the  siiadow  of  authority  there, 
and,  so  far  from  being  able  to  control  tlie  Indians,  or 
even  her  own  subjects,  the  country,  as  to  her,  is  a 
perfect  derelict.  I  will  ask  this  committee  to  go 
back  with  me  to  the  year  1813,  and  from  that  period 
to  the  Cipture  of  Pensacola,  to  witness  the  Spamsli 
officers  exciting  the  Indians  to  vengeance,  furnish- 
ing th'em  with  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  tame- 
ly acquiescing  in  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  their 
prettnded  neutrality,  and  suffering  the  territory  to 
be  prostituted  to  every  banditti  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  annoy  or  dibtress  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  an  account  of  these  tran- 
sactions, allow  me  to  subjoin  a  few  remarks,  in 
reply  to  what  has  been  said  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  executive,  in  engaging  in  this  war.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  apprehends  that  the  pre- 
sident has  violated  the  constitution.  During  tha 
last  session  of  congress,  it  was  known  tliat  this  war 
could  not  be  terminated  without  marching  the 
troops  into  Florida.  The  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  his  message  of  25th  March,  and  four 
weeks  before  the  session  closed,  informed  this 
house  that  he  had  issued  oiders  to  general  Gaines 
to  cross  into  Florida,  to  pursue  and  chastise  the 
enemy,  but  to  respect  the  Spanish  authority,  Wierc 
it  -iiias  maintained.  We  acquiesced;  we  appropria- 
ted the  money  to  pay  the  militia,  and  without  a 
whisper  of  disapprobation. 


you  are  bound  to  exercise  your  discretios),  and  to  i     Connscted  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  regret 


120 


NILES'  REGlSTEIt-SUl'.  TO  VOL.  XV— SEMINOLE  WAR. 


to  be  obliged  to  nonce  an  iiiiitridUon  from  the  gen-|  plieus  landed  arms,  ammunition,  und  officers,  on  the 
tleman  from  Geori^ia,  that  gen.  Jackson  might /;o5-  App  lachicola,  in  E^ist  Fiorida,  and  engaged  'he  In- 
sib/i/  have  orders  from  the  president  different  from  |di  .ns  ag.tmst  thj  United  St  ites.  These  acts  were 
those  communicated  to  this  house.  Sir,  thongh  the  public  and  notoriuus,  and,  being  in  the  vicinity  of 
gentleman  did  not  state  that  he  believed  this,  )et,  St.  Alu-ks,  must  liuve  been  known  to  the  Spanish  go- 
when  a  mtmSerof  tliis  house  will  inimate  that  it  vernor.  About  the  same  time,  tlie  fact  was  notori- 
is  even  pr-asible  that  the  president  of  the  United  ous  at  Pensacola,  that  about  two  hundred  Indians 
Stalr-s  has  practised  such  duplicity,  and  will  endea-  received  provisions  and  ammunition  out  of  the  pub- 
vor  to  show  evidence  of  tlie  grounds  of  such  inti-  lie  stores.  On  the  4tl)  of  August,  of  the  same  year, 
mation,  il  becimies  our  impenmis  duty  io  e?J9?/n'e.,  acirtain  col.  Nicholh,  an  Irish  adventurer,  arrived 
If  the  president  has  given  to  gen.  J  ckson  one  set  at  the  Havana,  with  an  expeJilifin,  for  the  avowed 
of  orders,  an:i  imi)osed  upon  us  a  dijf'erent  s"*,  he  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Florida  md  U.kmg  posses- 
has  practised  a  hypocrisy  utterly  unpar  ion:.ble,  and  sion  of  Pensacola.  Tlu'  governor  general,  to  be  sure 
he  ouccht  to  be  exposed  to  the  indignation  of  xbe  forbad  him  and  x^arned  him  not  to  violate  the  neu- 
Ameri'cin  people.  "What,  tlien,  I  i-epeat,  can  be  iralily  of  Spain,  witii  as  much  g-ravUti  as  if  he  ex - 
the  ground  of  this  sugfrestion?  The  gentleman  pected  to  be  obeyed.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
quotes 'lie  letter  of  the  secre'ary  of  war  to  gover-  ever,  Nicholls  obtained  refreshments,  and  proceed- 
nor'  Bibh.of  the  13th  .May,  staling  that  gen.  J.ick-  ed  to  his  destination,  publicly  and  notoriously,  with- 
son  had /"(«/ po^irrs  to  prosecute  the  war  at  his  dis-  out  being  in  the  least  liind-^red  or  molested  by  the 
crel ion,"  Mid,  as  we  have  seen  no  such/;/// /ioifer  to  governor-general.  lie  .irrived  at  Pensacola,  cap- 
gen  J  ckson,  he  leaves  us  to  infer  that  the  docu-  tured  the  •?.  irrancas  and  tlie  city,  without  resist- 
meiit  is  Withheld.  A  brief  statement  of  the  facts  ance  or  complaint.  This  scan-l.alous  surrender  of 
Will,  I  trust,  explain  this  mystery,  even  to  the  satis-  the  capital  of  West  Florida  to  the  British,  with 
faction  of  the  genlfman  from  G.^orgja.  The  se-  whom  we  were  at  war,  for  the  well  known  purpose 
cretary's  letter  of  16th  December  last  authorizes  of  organizing  a  Jesperate,  unprincipled,  and  fero- 
Gaines  'o  cross  in'.o  Florida,  under  tiie  restriction  cious  banditti  against  the  people  of  these  states, 
as  to  Sp-.nisli  fortresses.  Ilis  letter  to  J  ick^on,  of  was  conclusive  evidence  of  the  treachf^ry  and  hosti- 
the  26th  of  the  sam^- month,  diFec's  him  to -whom  lity  of  the  governor.  On  the  29th  August,  Nidiolls 
fhe  command  ivas  now  transf  rred,  to  concentrate  issues  his  proclamation,  at  his /leaJ-^JMr/ers,  PeHsa- 
his  forces  arid  adop'  t;ie  nectssary  meisures  to  co/a,  stating  th  t  he  has  Indians  commanded  by  Uri- 
bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  Goy.  Bibb,  tisii  officer?-;  that  he  is  .lid^d  by  a  niimerotis  British 
not  knowing  of  the  orders  to  Gaines,  on  the  loth  an.i  Spanish  fleet,  and  calling  upon  all  fugitives  and 
April,  1818,  writes  to  the  secretary,  that  he  hasno- vagr  nts  to  join  his  standard  to  inflict  vengeance  on 
authority  to  pass  the  Florida  line-,  and  wishing  for,  our  frontiers. 

orders.  The  stcretary,  on  the  Uth  Mny,  nplied,!  He  sends  a  minister  to  the  cliolce  spirits  of  Bar- 
that  the  ord  rs  to  Gaines  to  cross  were  suflicient  ratari.,  invites  and  receives  the  aid  of  the  Indians, 
for  him,  and  then  adds,  that  gen.  Jackson  had  full  promises  to  let  loose  the  .slaves  for  the  humane  pur- 
powers  to  conduct  the  War.  T.tking  all  these  let-  pose  of  cutting  the  throats  of  their  masters,  and 
ters  together,  can  there  be  a  douol  of  their  mean-  compliments  the  Louisianians  and  Kentuckians  with 
ing.'  I'he  authority  to  cross  was  that  given  to  Games  I  an  invitation  to  join  thi.s  honojuifth  coalition, 
and  transferred  to  J  .ckson  on  hn  assuming  the ',  It  begins  thus; — "Nativs  of  Lonisiana!  on  you 
commat'd;  and  the  full  p;)wer,  mentioned  in  the  let-  jthe  first  call  is  made  to  assist  in  liberating,  from  a 
ter  to  Bibb,  wts  that  vesied  ui  Jackson  by  the  let  ;  faithless,  imbecile  government,  your  psternal  soil: 
teroftiie26h  December,  and  mean'  and  intended  Spmiarus,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  British,  whe- 
nothing  more  thnn  thai  Jackson  was  communder  in  ther  settled  or  residing  tor  a  time  in  Louisiuij,  on. 
r/i/e/'in  that  quarter,  and  ihat  his  pow.is  were  suf-  you  dso  I  c  dl  to  aid  me  in  this  just  c^nse:  the 
liciently  extensive  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  .iHimcan  vmiipation  hi  this  country  must  be  abol- 
appointment.  Can  gentlemen  find,  in  all  this  suf  ished  and  the  lawtul  owners  of  the  aoi\  put  in  pos- 
licient  ground  to  suspect  the  president  offraiidu-  session.'" 

lentiy  suppressing  a  document.''  Were  the  p-enile-  Again. — ".Men  of  Kentucky!  let  me  call  to  your 
man  a  judge  or  juror,  could  he  find,  in  thi  '  suffi-  view-,  (and,  I  trust  to  your  abhoirenc.,)  the  conduct 
cient  to  convict,  or  even  to  cast  a  well  ground^-d  of  those  factions  winch  hurried  you  into  this  ctvii, 
suspicion  upon  the  meanest  wretch  who  crawls  m  uiij-ist,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a  time  when  Great 
the  filtli  of  society  !■  .•\nd  yet  this  is  oflered  as  ground  Britain  was  straining  every  n-rve  In  defence  of  har 
of  enquiry  against  your  president!  Sir,  is  it  liberal,  jown  an  J  the  liberties  of  the  world." 
is  it  candid.  IS  it  charitable,  is  it  magnnlmous.''        j      Capt.  Lockyer,  ot  tUe    S.>phu,  and   lUe  honorabli^ 

Sir,  wiioare  we.''  Are  we  the  people,  or,  like  the  leapt.  Percy,  of  the  Hermes,  used  dl  their  exer- 
presideni,  the  servants  of  tlie  peopl  ?  And,  should  tlons  to  induce  Lufiiiee,  the  chief  of  the  pirates  of 
we  suggest  such  suspicions,  on  such  evKience,  m;.y  I  Barrat.ria,  to  unite  with  these  British  and  Span- 
not  tliese  same  people  ci  H  us  to  an  account  tor  a'iards,  and  Indians  and  negroes,  in  this  work  of  in- 
malicious    prosecution     without      probable    cause, |disci-iminate  massacre. 

afainst  their  president  and  friend.''  1  uo  not  pro-;  From  this  capnal  of  his  Most  Catholic  M.ijesty's 
{ess  to  predict  what  would  be  their  aecision,  but  I  piovince  ot  Wes'  Florida,  at  the  residence,  under 
confess  I  should  be  unwilling  lo  submit  to  them  ,  the  eye  an  1  with  the  consent  and  aid  of  tins  Spanish 
such  a  question  on  such  evidence.  I  governor,  boasting  of  his   impuliality  hii,*  jealoiis 

I  Will  now  proceed  to  the  detail  of  the  acts  oflot  ids  neutral  rights,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out 
hostility  of  the  Spanish  officers  Lest.  I  should  be  j  against  Fort  Bowyer.  an  Am.-ricm  postal  Moi)ilr« 
tiresome  to  the  committer,  Ish-ll  only  state  the  point.  On  the  m<mor.!ble  loth  of  Septembpr,  1814, 
fact:),  a>i  1,  if  gentlemen  wish,  will,  fiom  iny  minutes,'  the  tort  wai  attacked,  but  was  so  well  defen.ie  ,  by 


refer  them  to  the  book  and    page 

It  is  in  proof  that,  in    1813,  W.-n.  Himbly  saw  -a. 


the  brave  I/wrence  and   his  com[)aniniis,  that    'he 
.ssailanls    were   defeated,   and    .♦^turned  wi.h    loss 


letter  from  the  governor  ot  Pensacola,  advising  th'.  I  and  disgrace.  All  this  was  clone  in  the  name  of 
Indians  to  take  up  arms  aga;asl  the  UiiUed  Scales.  [  neuirali'\ ;  but  it  was  a  n-^ulrallty  not  to  be  endured. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1814,  tiie  British  frigate  Oi- 1  General  Jackson,  with  that  energy  and  promptitude 
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which  mark  his  character,  marched    to  Pensacola, 
and  captured  the  place.     NidioUs  and  his  banditti 
jngloriously  fled  after  blowinjj  up  the  fort  of  Bar- 
raucas,  which  he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  his 
friend,  the  Spanish  Governor.     Nicholls's  confedera- 
cy now  began  to  decline.    The  Louisianians  were 
true  to  the  core.     The  Kentuckians  could  not  be 
seduced  fi-om  their  allegiance.     Even  the  pirates  of 
Barrataria  hesitated,  suspecting  that  their  reputa- 
tion might  suffer,  and  at  last  dechned  the  }io7ior  ot 
such  a  confederacy — and    united  in  defence  of  the 
United  States.     Tlig  glorious  and  unparalleled  vie 
tory  of  the  8th  of  January,  and  the  peace  which  im- 1 
mediately  ensued  broke  up  tliis  confederation  of  the 
Mississippi.     NichoUs  with  his  rtiffiins,  retired  to 
the  Appal.ichicola.     There  let  us  leave  him  a  while, 
breathing   revenge   and   meditating    murder,    and 
glance  at  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officers  in  the 
east  of  the  peninsula.     Here  we  find  the  same  style 
of  affected  neutrality,  connected  with  the  most  ab- 
ject and  scandalous  submission  to  the  mandates  of 
tlie  British  and  the  most  wanton  and   unjustifiable 
excitement  of  the  Indians    against  the  people   of 
these  states. 

In  Oecember,  1814,  the  notorious  Woodbine  was 
recruiting  negroe?  and  others  at  Sc.  \ugustine. 
The  people  became  alarmed,  not  tiiat  their  neutrali- 
ty would  be  violated,  but  lest  their  slaves  should  be 
seduced  from  their  masters.  Gov.  Kinderlain  issu- 
ed his  order  to  Woodbine,  affectmg  to  ciution  him 
against  violating  the  neutrality  of  Spam,  but  intend- 
ing, in  reality,  to  prevent  his  seducing  the  negroes 
from  their  masters.  WtJodbme  understood  him, 
promised  to  relieve  the  alarm  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  remove  his  negro  and  Indian  escort  so  f<r  off  as 
the  inhabitants  should  bn  in  no  danger.  Tiie  Gov- 
ernor was  pacified,  und  nothing  further  was  henrd  of 
neutral  rights,  ind  the  recruiting,  probably,  pro 
ceeded  as  before. 

In  the  same  winter,  several  American  vessels  were 
taken  by  the  British  in  tiie  St.  Marys,  and  within 
the  territories  of  Spain.  Complaint  was  made,  in 
behalf  of  the  owners,  and  admiral  Cockburn,  with 
characteristic  impudence,  told  th<i  Spanish  governor, 
th.it  these  vessels  were  taken  for  breach  cf  blockade 
in  a  small  river  tVr  in  Xh&interior,  and  that  they  were 
only  transferred  to  the  British  admiralty  courts,  in 
the  West-Indies,  where  the  most  speedy  and  impar 
ifj'aZ  justice  111 ij^ht  a/wa'/.?  be  expected.  But,  says 
this  modest  and  consistent  admiral,  why  (\n  yon  in 
sist  upon  neutrality  in  favor  of  a  people  who  do  not 
respect  it  towards  you.''  Gen.  Jackson  has,  in  a  hos- 
tile manner,  entered  Pensacola,  and  captured  and 
blown  up  the  Barancas.  When,  in  fact,  this  Pensa- 
cola hid  been  a  British  rendezvous,  was  taken  from 
the  Spaniards  by  a  Britisli  ff;rce,  and  XichoUs  him- 
self blew  up  the  fort!  All  this  tantalizing,  all  this 
debasement,  was  endured  by  this  hypocrite  with 
great  pUilosophy. 

Tlie  documents  from  whence  these  facts  are  de- 
rived, were  piesgnted  by  the  Spanish  miuis;er,  as 
evivlence  of  the  fairness  and  correctness  of  his  ma 
jesty's  iiHTiccrs  in  Florida — eviden.ce  furnished  and 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  by  the  party  accused. — 
'W;i<:'n  It  Wis  ascertained  th;tt  the  president  of  the 
United  S'ates  well  unlers'ood  the  course  tl:e  Spa 
niarJs  in  Florida  had  pursued,  tiie  Spanish  minister 
hfre  set  about  procuring  from  them  (lie  evidence 
of  "heir  iniioc.'ice,  and  he  triun\phantly  cniumimi 
Gated  to  tlie  S-cre  ^ry  of  State  tlie  n  pers  to  which 
1  hiive  alluded,  and  others  of  a  sinii'ar  character, 
selected  or  created,  for  the  sp-ci^l  purpose,  by  the 
culprits  themselves-  In  one  of  these,  llo^vever,  tlif 
Spanish  minister  se?ms  to  have  defeated  himself.  In 
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answer  to  a  letter  from  an  Indian  chief,  I  think  by 
tfie  name  of  Bowlegs,  enquiring  what  he  should  do 
to  the  Americans,  who  he  pretends  are  stealing  his 
cattle,  the  Governor  advise*  the  Indian  to  "resolu'e- 
ly  drive  them  off."  Bowlegs  well  knew  that  this  ad- 
vice meant  cutting  throats  and  scalping,  and,  with 
much  prudence,  replied,  "my  people  did  drive  off 
some  Americans  settled  at  Luchua,  and  I  fear  the 
United  States,  will  consider  this  an  act  of  war." 
These  cases  principally  occurred  during  our  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  i  should  suppose  that  these, 
of  themselves,  furnish  strong,  if  not  irresistible, 
proof  of  the  fact,  that  the  Spaniards  in  Floi'da 
were  engaged  in  active  warfare  against  the  United 
States.  But  this  is  not  all:  the  peace  with  Great 
Britain  did  not  even  suspend  these  hostilities. 

NichoUs,  after  this  peace,  remained  at  and  forti- 
fied his  post  at  Prospect  Bluff,  within  the  limits  of 
East  Florida,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Marks.  It 
was  made  an  asylum  for  the  base  and  desperate  of 
every  people  and  nation;  all  vagrant  Indians,  fugi- 
tive negroes,  Spanish  renegadoes,  British  malefac- 
tors, outlaws,  and  pirates,  were  associated  here,  to 
ferment  and  breed  plots  of  blood,  and  torture,  and 
nrurder,  and  treason. 

Under  a  grand  bandit,  like  Nicholls,  what  might 
not  such  an  assemblage  achieve?  This  blood-thirs- 
ty, ferocious  miscreant,  endeavored  to  tempt  the 
cupidity  as  wdl  as  the  ferocity  of  the  savages,  by 
pretending  that,  by  die  9th  article  of  the  BritisK 
treaty,  they  were  to  be  restored  to  the  condition 
they  enjoyed  in  181 1.  H-^  encouraged  them  to  dis- 
claim the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  and  to  drive  the 
Americans  from  the  lands  acquired  by  that  treaty. 
Nicholls,  thus  countenanced  and  encouraged  by 
the  SpHuiards,  becomes  more  daring  and  insolent:. 
In  his  letter  of  the  12th  M.iy,  1815,  to  col.  Haw- 
kins— a  letter  that  v/ould  disgrace  a  vandal — he  ex- 
ults in  the  security  of  his  position — prescribes  li- 
mits to  the  people  of  the  United  States — and  threat- 
ens with  instant  death,  every  one  who  shall  veiiture 
to  transgress  ihem. 

I  wdl  read  to  you,  sir,  a  few  paragraphs  frorn  this 
letter: — "I  have  ordered  them,  (the  Indians)  how- 
evet,  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  iiave  sent  them 
a  large  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition;  and  told 
them  to  put  to  death,  without  mercy,  any  one  molest- 
ing them.  They  have  consented  to  wait  your  ans- 
wer before  they  take  revenge.  But,  sir,  they  are 
imptuient  for  it,  and  well  armed,  as  the  whole  na- 
tion now  is,  and  stored  witii  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, having  a  strong  hold  to  retire  to>  in  case 
of  a  superior  force  appearing. 

"I  am  also  desired  to  say  to  you,  by  the  Chiefs, 
that  they  do  not  find  that  your  citizens  are  evacua- 
ting their  lands,  according  to  the  9di  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace;  but  that  they  were  fresh  provision- 
ing the  forts.  Tliey  also  request  me  to  inform  yoii, 
that  they  have  signed  a  treaty  of  offensive  and  de- 
fensive alliance  with  Great-Britain  as  well  as  one 
of  commerce  und  navigation,  whichj  as  soon  as  rati- 
fied at  home, )  ou  shall  be  made  liiOre  fully  acquain- 
ted with." 

Nicliods,  having  established  his  government,  be- 
gins  to  think  oi'foreign  alliances.  He  assumes  the 
diplomatist — is  converte<l  into  a  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  bo;h  parties — m  kes,  in  beiult  ot  his 
subjects,  a  treaty  oHensive  md  defensive,  and  a 
treaty  ofnavigaiion  ai>'l  oommeiHe  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, .uid  proce.'iJs  t'l  Eiiglantl  tf»  obtain  tlieir  raiifi- 
c  ition.  His  'blufl'  p-ople"  were  left  to  themselves; 
who  commanded  or  governed  them,  is  not  distinct- 
ly known,  until  ihe  unfortunate  Ambrister  and  .'Vr- 
buthnot  succeeded  to  Ih.^  governmeut. 
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Itis,  however,  sir,  well  known,  ha  these  despe-  Uie  w  >r  was,  :()  >\'A  intr;nt>  aiia  purposes,  aV  an  end; 
rad.)es  weie  not  .n  icuve;  lliui  Uu- unfoiiun  ite  in  ,and  they  *cry  appiopri  iU;ly  di.ainguish  this  sen- 
haoirjMts  ot  our  Iron' Lers  fell  the  tull  wei^hl  of  the  tence  with  three  notes  of  adminition.  And,  sir, 
veng-eance  threilened  by  Nicholls,  and  tiia'.  the  |  it  is  to  me  matter  of  the  profoundesl  .istonish-i 
Spiiush  oflijcrs  looked  with  parted  composure,  -t  ment,  how  those  gentlemen  discover  d  tha^  the 
t'.iese  Htroci  ie.s,  coinmitted  Within  then- own  juris-  war  w  is  at  n  end.  Do  ir.ey  find  it  in  gen  J  ck- 
dictuin.  N.iy,  more:  tiie  c:ov.-rnor  of  Pensjcoia  en-ison's  letter  of  the  cOUi  ana  26ih  of  April?  In  th.se, 
deavors  to  i)rcserve  the  establishmen  .  In  a  knter  although  h-  expresses  his  intention  of  return- 
of  die  26th  M^y,  1816,  in  answer  to  one  from  gen- '  ing  to  N.shville,  he  expressly  states  the  necessity 
eral'J  .ckiO'i,  compluning  of  uiis  nuisance,  tiie  feov  iof  scouring  the  country  on  the  west  of  the  Ap- 
ernor  preteitds  lo  deprecate  the  existence  of  it,  and  palaclrtcolu.  He  had  not  yei  crossed  th;<t  river, 
to  rt^gret  his  w.mt  ot  authority  .iiid  means  to  break  and,  between  this  and  Pensacola,  there  w  is  a  dis- 
it  up;  promises  to  write  for  oraers,  but  hopes  that|tance  of  near  two  hundred  miles,  with  scarcely  an 
the  Unite  i  Slates  wdl  not  violate  the  neutrality  inhabitant  except  Indians  D)  the  conimittee  in- 
of  Spain,  by  attempting  'o  suppress  it  th>.mselves.  jfer  it  from  his  discharging  the  G-orgia  militia? 
AfLcr  Wailing  iwo  montus,  and  no  system  ot  a  lis- 1  Sir,  there  is  a  better  reason  why  they  were  dischar- 
position  to  suppress  the  establishment,  on  the  pari  |ged — die  best  reason  in  the  world — they  were  not 
■of  til  V  Spani-h  authoriiies,  a  vessel  of  ihe  United  j  wanted.  It  would  be  marching  ihem  near  two  hun- 
Stiies  ascended  tlie  river,  to  bre.ik  up  this  nest  of  |dred  miles  further  from  tlieir  liomes  making  an  ad- 


oul-lav>'s.  After  a  ba.^l's  crew  of  tins  vessel  had 
heen  murdered,  except  one  who  was  made  prisoner, 
earned  into  the  fort,   tortured  and  burnt  to  death, 


ditionrd  marcli  of  near  four  hundred  miles,  while 
the  I'ennessee  troops  would  be  about  as  near  home 
at  Hensacola  as  at  St.  Marks.  His  force  was  strong 


the  magazine  Was  set  on  fire  by  a  shot  from  thejenough  without  them;  they  would  have  been  an  ac 
vessil,  and  two  liunlred  and  seventy  men,  the  jtual  incumbrance,  and  could  have  ifTorded  him  no 
chv'ce  iroops  of  XiciioUs'  comm.uid,  and  Britain's  I  manner  of  aid,  but  that  of  eating  up  his  provisions 
adtcri,  were  blown  into  the  skies.  |— an  aid,  by  the  bye,  which  at  that  time  gen.  J  .ck- 

S.r,  if  there  couli  remain  a  doubt  whether  the  i  son  did  not  need.  Sir,  if  the  war  was,  to  all  m- 
commandanl  ot  St.  Marks  was  in  league  with  these  lents  and  purposes,  at  an  end.  the  committee  had 
peoplf,  this  doubt  must  be  removed  by  a  mass  of l""t  gone  far  enough.  Gen.  Jackson  should  have 
testimony  contained  m  the  .locuments  on  your  table,  been  charged  with  high  crimes  an-l  misdemeanors 
The  moment  the  N-gro  Indian  fort  was  desiroyed,  ii'itl^ed.  Every  step  which  he  aherwards  took  was 
St.  Milks  became  ihe  deposit  and  store  house  of  ii"  violation  ot  his  express  oraers,  and  every  death 
tne  savages.  Il.re  their  councils  were  held;  herejl'e  occasioned  was  an  =.a  of  deliberate  and  mah- 
they  sold  their  bloody  trophies,  torn  from  our  mur-  'cious  murder.  He  has  wantonly  wasteci  the  troops 
deiea  citizens,  and  here  they  received  the  .nstru-  and  treasure  of  the  nation,  and  stained  his  hands 
iiients  and  means  of  future  murders.     Luengo  was  ^'''^  innocent  blood. 

the  adviser,  alder,  and  protector  of  the  savages,  But  how,  sir,  was  this  war  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
and  the  friend  and  co-adjutor  of  Arbuthnot.  Vv^it-  po^^s  ''^^  ^'^  ena.'  Had  the  enemy  been  conquered? 
ness  the  depravdy  of  this  double-tongued  hypocrite. '  ^^^  ^e  submitted.?  Had  he  oflereu  terms  ot  peacei 
l^olicu  induced  his  acquiescence!  When  Jaokson  Does  not  every  one  know,  that,  to  dispeise  Imli  .ns, 
arrives,  from  an  associate  of  the  Indians,  he  b«-  i=*  "pt  to  conqu-r  them.MV  as  it  noi  extremely  pro- 
comes  otir  friend,  and  discovers  a  baseness  which  bablc  that  the  enemy  had  retired  to  his  covert  and 
a  brave  man  would  despise.  "Mav  God  preserve  fortresses,  there  to  wait  for  a  favorable  opportunity 
your  excellency,  is  my  prayer.  I  kiss  your  excel-  to  issue  iorili  to  retrieve  his  disasters,  andtake  am- 
iency's  hand,  aim  am  your  most  faithful  and  ob.-di-  P^e  revenge.?  And  is  ,1  not  a  fad,  thai  near  a  month 
ent  servant  "  ;  after  -this  war  was  to  all  intents  aiid purposes  at  an 

'  r,    •■       1        ,e7i(/,  mijor  Young  engaged,   fought  and  ueieated  a 

If  St.  Marks  was  used  for  purposes  oflnaun  hos-  j^  t)Ovly  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Escambia,  in  the 
tihty,  much  more  so  was  Pensacola.  Sulfice  it  to  [  ^^^j  .j|jy,.,j,jQj  of  Pensacola.?  How,  then,  is  it,  that 
say,  that  there  is  a  mass  ot  evidence,  whicli  proves,;  ^^^  f^^^,.  ^j^^^  ^^e  War  was  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
janosi  positively,  that  from  the  spring  ot  lolZ  to  the     ^^  ,_^^  ,.^  end.? 

capture  of  iheBarancas  by  Jackson,  the  Spaniards;  j  ^^["  wilhng  to  admit,  for  argument,  sir,  that  if 
ot  that  place  constantly  sold  to  lite  Indi^"s -"'ms  j  Ambrisier  and  Arbuthnot  were  acting  under  or- 
and  munilioas  of  wai,  and  purchased  their  plunder; ,  ^.^^.^  ,,|.  ^i^j^iionty  from  the  Criush  governmeni,  and 
tnat  th-.  S.,an»sh  governor  privately  turmshed  Uiem  1,^^^^^,^  j,,,^^,,  ^t^  j,^  ^l^oulj  i,..,ve  retained  and  treat- 


Witli  arms  and  provisions  tioni  ilie  public  stores, 
and  tliat  Inaunis  were  commanded  by  Spamsji  of- 
ficers, and  Were  actually  protected  and  aided  in 
their  escape  by  the  Spanish  governor. 

Sir,  is  it  not  demonstrated,  then,  that  the  Span- 
ish officers  and  inhabitants  of  Florida  were  idenii- 
fied  with  our  enemy;  and  thai  the  posis  of  St. 
Marks  .md  Pens  icola  were  converted  to  the  use  of 
the  savages?  Even  then,  upon  the  strongest  h\- 
polhesLs  in  favor  of  these  people  o*  Florivi  i,  upon 
liie  supp 'sition  that  tlie  jiiriioiction  of  Sp.im  was 
concurrent  wjdi  that  of  ilie  Indians,  and  that  tlie 
Inu.aiis  are  independent /;i  wrtJ",  we  had  a  rjgiit  to 
enter  tiiis  territory,  to  meet  and  conquer  our  ene- 
lav,  and  to  take  Mie  posts  tlius  liecume  hostile 

III  .-peaking   of   liie  case    of  AmDnster  and    Ar- 
builinot,  it   become.s  necessary  to  notice  a  renirtik 
j.i    iiie  report  of  the    miiiiary    committee*.     They 
'oUle  th.ii,  a't  the  time  of  the  capture  of  theje  men, 


ed  them  as  British  prisoneis  of  war.  But,  is  it  fair 
o  presume  this.?  Wiin  Great-Britain  we  are  at 
peace;  and  though  X;choUs  h  id  m.vde  a  treaty,  of- 
fensive and  detcnsive,  with  his  Brrannic  m  j  s  y, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  it  ever  was  ratified.  Wieri 
N.choUs  went  to  England,  with  his  p'opliet  ana  his 
ireitv,  tiie  American  minister  tliere  protested  to 
earl  Biihurst  ag.iinst  t!ie  proc  eaings  ot  this  incen- 
diiiv.  E.o-1  B  I' hurst  discovered  the  whor  trans- 
action, tiKi  staed  liat  the  treaty  would  no  b*  rati- 
Se  i,  nor  Nicaulls  admitted  to  anaudunce.  The 
s  me  dis.vowal  was  repealed  by  lord  C  istlereaj^h, 
on  his  reiu'-n  from  the  continent.  I  r<  gret,  however, 
that  circumsiaiices  exist,  o  auinonze  a  suspicion 
•.j'tliC  insincerity  of  the  British  governmenc.  Al- 
d.ougli  ou"  minister  in  Li^nion  pressed  ootii  of  (he 
abave  gentlemen  repeatedly,  by  several  official 
iiote^,  \ el  he  never  was  able  to  extort  a  iiS'Vo«al 
The    sanie  caution,    it  is  undsrstood. 
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h»s   be^ii  iTHnifested  by  the  agents  of  his  majesty's 
gi)vernin<^nt  here. 

There  -re  other  circmtistances,  which  po  to 
throw  a  mystery  over  the  conduct  of  the  Briiisli 
ourt  in  rt-s^rd  to  these  Indnns.  Pipers  were 
found  wilij  A-huthnot,  which  might  tend  to  in- 
cr.Mse  the  suspicion.  His  letter  to  NichoHs  ofthe 
23  h  A  :ga>;i,  1817,  informing-  him  that  govi  nior 
C  iineron  J  N  -w  Providence  n  id  shown  him  ;i  letter 
from  B  t'lurst,  stating  that  the  British  minister  i: 
AV:i  hingtoii  iiiid  orders  lO  watch  over  the  interests 
of  tli^'se  Indians — ine  conduct  of  C  imer  n  in  the 
affair — his  inisi.^oe  I  ans\v"r,  i->firred  to  at  the  close 
of  ihis  letier— 4n  1  tiie  respeciful  notice  tak^n  of 
the  prophe'  Francis  while  in  Eigl.ind;  all  goto 
cre-ite  a  suspicion,  that  the  hand  o^  tlie  government 
is  in  th  s  hing.  But,  as  the  Brilish  gov-rnment 
have  verbullrj  disnvowed  all  concern  in  the  ;di.ur, 
surely  g  n.  i  icicson  C')uld  not  presume  any  thing 
in  fiv.jr  of  til  se  men,  by  suspecting  the  integrity 
of  tiieir  government.. 

TUti  jusiice  of  their  execution   cannot,  in    my 
mind,    i  Imit  of  a  douDt.     Tliey  were  volnnleers  in 
the  service  of  a    l.twless  tribe  of  sav  gis,  whose 
mode  of   warfare   is  indiscriminate  !t!a;;sacre  of  all 
ages  and  sexes      It  is  ngiit,  it  is  merciful  to  InfUci 
on  tii-;se   savages   those  ciueltie'^    >v'iic')  .h  v  prac 
tice  and   inculcate.     In  tj.is,    however,  it   is  proper 
to  select   the    most  atrocious  and    vindictive.     To 
spare  the  "fliisio  ^.  of  ihe  blood  even  ol'  savages,  and 
to   .fFrci  thai    security    winch  urises  fr..m   eminent 
example,  it  is  pradeni  and  wise  to  se-lect  those  men 
as  objects  of   retaliuion   Mnd  punisiimen',  v/ho   are 
the  most  active   and  ->icc's-i*ui    in    priciising  uid 
inflicting  cruelties      W.ho,  then,  could  have  been 
selected  aseximplss,  vvuh  more  justice  an-.l  policy, 
th m  these  two  foreigners,  wiio  liad  been  t.jugln  in 
the  scliool  ofhumani'.y,  and  understood  thedisvre^ 
ses  w.iich  liieir  conduct  would  ind'C'?  Tlie  general 
had  a  righi  to  execute   them    without    trial      Tlie 
rigiit  is  an   executive  right,  and  rests    in  t!>e  corn- 
man  ling  gener,!.     A  ir  al  hy  court  martial,  strictlij 
spetikiiip-,  in  my  mlnrl,   was  illegal.     As  tiie  genei.d 
had  p  iwer  to    execute   them    without  trial,   there 
could  be  no  good  rea-on  to  try   these  men,   which 
would  not  apply  to  the  chiefs  who  were  hung  witn- 
ou-    in. il,  "xcept  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  whe 
ther  'hey  were  in  fact  concarned   in  provoking  and 
prosecuting  hostilities.     All    that    J.ickson    could 
have  legallv  done,    would  have  been  to   appoint   a 
buwd  of  officers   to  ascertain  this  fict.     All    the  au- 
thority which  he  deleg  ited  to  them,  therefore,  be- 
yond that.  Was   illegal:  and    it  Was   his  duty    to  5in- 
nul  it,  and  pass  the  judgment  and  sentence  whicii 
these  facts  justify.    The  most  then,  that  can  be  con 
tended,  is,   that  this  was  a  wrong  mode  of  doing  a 
rigiit  act.     And    though  I   am  not  an   advocate  for 
the  principle,  that  the  end  justifies  the  means,  yet, 
in    this    case,    I  see  nothing  so  erroneous    in  the 
means,  as    to    impeacii    the  character   of  the  end. 
The  trutli  was  found  by  the  court  martial,   and  up- 
on this  it  was  his    duty  to  decide.     He  did  decide, 
and  I  trust  correctly.     I   will  not  tire   the  patience 
of  this  committee  by  a  particular  statement  of  the 
evidence  against  these  men.     Ambrister  was  taken 
in  arms,  and  the  proofs  against   him  are  abundant, 
that  he  wis  actively  engaged  in  provoking  and  pro- 
secuting tills  war;  and  that  he  enforced  the  precept 
of  his  master.     Nicholls  to  regard  the  afieclion  and 
a«^_/bfl</i;es  of  the  Indians.     Arbuihnot  was   not  only 
the  exciier,  but    supporter  of  the  war.     Tin-owing 
off  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jickson,  of  9Lh  August,  1814, 
he  keeps  up  the  pretence,  that  these  f  iiciians   wcrc 
ujt  bound  by  it,  but  were  relieved  by  the  ?th  arti- 


cle of  tlie  British  treaty.  He  is  'he  succe^s'^.r  of 
Nicholls  H-  calls  for  surcors  from  'he  Pjritish 
government.  He  is  the  associate  'ind  r.onfid  ;nt  of 
the  commandant  of  St.  M  rks,  llf  furnishes  the 
Indians  with  the  wejpons  of  destinction. 

Sir,  an  awfnl  respons.bility  res's  upon  this  !i0U.'=c>, 
Up"n  their  decision  rests  the  safey  of  thou?  nds. 
I  hope  and  tiust  that  the  period  has  arrived,  when 
the  United  States  shall  have  adopted  ■.  rule  of  poli- 
cy, to  punish  every  foreigns  r  wiio  shall  instigate 
the  savages  to  war.  Let  it  from  henceforth  be 
piomulgited,  'hat  no  citizen  of  a  civilized  n,<tinn, 
who  exciiss  the  savages  to  war  is  to  be  spared. 
That,  wherever  he  may  be  found  he  is  to  be  deem- 
ed tlie  enemy  of  mankind, 'ind  to  suffer  in-t-nt  death. 
H. id  this  rule  been  adopted  forty  yeirs  ago,  and 
rigidly  observed,  how  many  disconsohite  niotliers 
would  now  be  happy  in  the  embr'icesof  their  chil- 
dren!—  How  many  bereaved  parents  and  chddien, 
ind  husbands,  .md  wi\'es,  would  now  be  surrounded 
by  tiieir  respective  friends,  and  enjoying  tiie  en- 
dearing ch.trities  of  domestic  life? 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  trifling  importance  for  fi 
min  to  quit  the  sweets  of  society,  and  to  become  an 
inhabitant  of  the  wilderness,  surrounded  by  siv^ge 
b'-asts  and  savage  m°n.  Tiie  privations  anti  dangers 
he  is  to  en'iure,  .lemand  the  protection  and  solici- 
tude of  the  nxtion.  Gentl'men  in  this  house  can 
well  describe  the  dangers  and  hardships  throuj^h 
which  the  frontier  settler  hjs  to  pass;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  gen'l'-men  from  the  west,  p'u-ticularly,  if  it 
is  not  well  understoo.i,  an  1  fiiliv  beli<^vc(],  that  most 
of  the  Indian  w  tps  were  instigated  by  foreigners.' 
I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  h  irk  a'vhil^,  nnd  exMnine 
farts.  Let  them  recollect  the  letter  of  i\lr.  Jefferson 
to  M".  Hammond,  on  this  subject,  in  1/92  Let  th«  m 
examine  the  facts  in  proof  of  foreign  instigation^ 
vvijich  occurred  before  and  after  the  defeat  of  St. 
Cldr,  and  the  victory  of  Wnyne.  I  could  c  dl  to 
your  recollection  the  ;iddiess  of  Lord  Unichester, 
advising  the  Indians  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  The 
numerous  c  .ses  of  British  tr.iders  urging  ;<nd  pro- 
voking  hostilities,  and  of  Bridsli  subjects  fnind 
fighting-  with,  and  painted  like  Indians.  But  these 
are  familiar  to  gentlemen  who  visited  th^  events  of 
those  times.  A  mass  of  evidence  on  this  subject 
wjs  collected  by  a  commitiee,  who  made  to  this 
house,  on  th.e  13di  o'  June,  1812,  a  vt  i-}  able  report, 
on  the  subject  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  their  cau- 
ses. 

I  will,  however,  read  you  a  paragi  npli  from  a  la^e 
document  of  a  very  Itigh  .'Udiority,  ;ind  which  pre- 
sents the  facts  in  a  very  iiircible  and  emphatic  man- 
ner. It  is  thus  expressed;  "The  undersigned  veiy 
sincerely  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  thai  an  irre- 
sistible mass  of  evidence,  consisting  princip-Uy  of 
the  correspondence  of  British  officers  and  agents, 
part  only  of  which  has  alrt-ady  been  published  in 
America,  establishes,  beyond  all  rational  doubt,  the 
fact,  that  a  constant  s}stem  of  excitement  lo  those 
hostilities,  was  pursued  by  the  British  tr.'iders  antl 
agents,  who  had    access    to   the  Indiums:    not  only 


Without  being  discountennnced,  but  with  fiequent 
encouragement  by  tlie  I?rilisii  authorities.  And  if 
they  ever  dissuaded  tlie  Indi.inc  IVn.-n  commencing 
hostilities,  it  was  only  by  urging  them,  as  in  pru- 
dence, to  suspend  their  attacks,  until  Gre  it-l'ritain 
could  recognize  them  as  her  illies  in  the  war." 

Sir,  do  you  ask  me  for  tiie  authority  whicii  I  reud? 
I  answer  it  is  a  communic.tion  nia<ie  to  the  liriTi^ji 
commissioners  at  Ghent;  and  it  is  signed  by  .](>i-,ii  Q. 
Adams,  J.  A.  Bayard,  ilenry  Clay,  Joni.llu.ss'  U,  :ind 
Alhvri-t  Gallaiin;  names  fMdch  this  country,  I  tiaisi, 
'A'ili  long  delight  to    lionor.     Sir,   is  further  pifof 
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need.-d?    Lei  tlie  disconsolate  widow,     ikI   helpless;  any,  in  tlip  cond^JC'  o*  i"s  affjirs    Mr.  C.  sai'l.  H'tle 


oi>pIi:m,   whose  cause  I  «m  advocating,  be  my  wit- 
ness. 

I  confess,  -sir,  that  I  am  excited,  and  my  sensibi- 
lity is  aw;ikened.  My  imagin^iion  transports  me 
iiuo  some  disiant  wilderness,  in  some  sequestered 
spot.  A  tVintle  form  stands  b^^fore  me,  and  seems 
to  say,  "O.ice  I  enjoyed  the  conveniencies  and  plea- 
sures of  life.  Excluded,  in  some  mejsure,  from 
tlie  enjoyment  and  allurements  of  the  world,  I  was 
luppy  in  the  society  of  my  hnsb.md,  .i;id  »he  embra- 
ces of  my  chihlren.  The  bounty  ot  Providence  was 
poured  m,  in  copious  eflTusion;  the  sun  of  prosperity 
hud  risen,  was  shedding  its  beams  upon  us,  and 
hastening  to  its  meridi'in.  Mat,  it  was  at  once  ob- 
scured by  a  cloud.  Some  "oreign  incendiary,  promp- 
ted by  avarice  or  i-evenge,  excited  the  savage, 
and  provolced  him  to  vengeance.  The  midnight 
yell  was  he.»rd — our  habitation  was  assailed — the 
doors  were  forced — the  horrors  of  despair  thicken- 
ed aroand  us.  Nly  husband  met  and  fell  under  their 
fatal  struk  ;  my  children  clung  to  my  neck,  and 
fastened  on  my  bosom; — they  were  torn  from  my  em- 
brace, and  ni:mgled  and  murdered  in  my  presence! 
I  w  •,  loomed  to  a  more  lingering  fate — to  endure 
the  torch  and  the  faggot,  and  wait  the  tardy  ap- 
proach of 'i'.e  fatal  messenger,  in  most  excrutiating 
torment.  Our  spirits  iiave  taken  their  fligiit— our 
mangled  bodies  are  cast  out  a  prey  to  the  vultures 
and  wolves  of  the  deserts — our  bones  are  scattered 
unJ   blea.-hed  on  the  mountains.     Go  tell  the  advo- 


as  had  been  his  experience  in  public  life,  it  had 
been  sufficient  to  teach  him,  that  the  most  humble 
station  is  surrounded  by  diffictdties  and  embarrass- 
mi  nts  llitlier  than  throw  obstructions  in  the  way 
of  the  president,  he  would  precede  him,  and  pick 
out  those,  if  he  could,  which  might  jostle  him  in 
his  progress — he  would  sympathise  with  bim  in 
his  embarrassments,  and  commisserate  with  him  in 
his  misfortunes.  It  was  true,  that  it  had  been  his 
mortification  to  difter  with  that  gentleman  on 
several  occasions.  He  might  be  aguin  reluctantly 
oompelled  to  differ  with  him;  but  he  would,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity,  assure  the  committee,  that  he 
had  formed  no  resolution,  cme  under  no  engage- 
ments, and  that  he  never  would  form  any  resolu- 
tion, or  contract  any  engagement,  for  systematic  op- 
position to  his  administration,  or  to  that  of  any  other 
chief  magistrate. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  further  to  premise,  that 
the  subject  under  consideration  presented  two 
distinct  aspects,  susceptible,  in  his  judgment,  of 
the  most  clear  and  precise  discrimination.  The 
one  he  would  call  its  foreign,  the  other  its  domestic 
aspect.  In  regard  to  the  first,  he  would  say,  tha^ 
he  approved  entirely  of  the  conduct  of  liis  govern- 
ment, and  that  Spain  had  no  cause  of  complaint. 
Having  violated  an  important  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  1795,  that  power  had  justly  subjected 
herself  to  all  the  consequences  which  ensued  upon 
the  entry  into  her  dominions,  and  it  belonged  not 


Gates  of  f<ds5  humanity— go  tell  your  countrymen,}  to  her  to  complain  of  those  measures  which  resulted 


who  revel  and  wanton  in  the  luxu'-ies  of  freedom, 
that  tiiere  is  an  aveuging  Gon;  that  justice  and  mer- 
cy dvm.ind  a  promj)*  and  severe  retribution;  that 
duty  and  pohcy  demsni  I  tnat  3'ou  sliould  punish, 
with  instan-  deith,   every 'oreign  instigator  of  In 


from  her  breach  of  contract;  still  less  had  she  a  right 
to  examine  into  tlie  consideratioi;s  connected  with 
the  domestic  aspect  of  the  subject. 

What  wer.-"   the  propositions   before  the  com- 
mittee f     The  first  in  order  was  that  reported  by 


dian  birbarity,  -wherever  he  m^y  he,  &ni  whenever ,  ^\^q  military  committee,  which  asserts  the  disap- 
he  may  be  fniM.i.  T.i-n  w\\\  your  country  be- j  p,.oi,a,jon  of  this  house  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
come  the  protectors  of  the  unforuinate,  nd  the  de  j  j^j^j  .^^^i  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister. 
fenders  of  the  defVnceless.  Then  will  you  have  q-ijg  gppQp,^^  being  the  first  contained  in  the  pro- 
tra..quillity  on  your  borders— prosperity  in  yourip^gg^i  amendment,  WiS  the  consequence  of  that 
dweiiings.  Then  will  your  peace  be  indeed  as  **!  disapprobation,  and  contemplates  the  passage- of  a 
river,  an  I  your  righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the;  jj^^  ^^  prohibit  the  execution  hereafter  of  any 
se.<." — Tiiere  is  a  pause— and  I  seem  to  hear  the]  j,.^p,jygja^gn  by  the  army,  without  the  approb;it ion 
respons;V»  ^-Jmen,  descending  from  the  throne  of  "i!of  the  president.  The  third  proposition  was,  tiat 
Jinite  mercy.  this  house  disapproves   of  the  forcible  seizure  of 

Mr.  Ci.AY.     fSpenherJ  rose.— Ii  rising  to  ad-;  the  Spanish  posts,  as  contrary  to  orders,  and   in 
dre^s  yw,  si",  said  he.  on  the.  vrry  interesting  sub-  violation  of  the  cons  itution.     The  fourth  proposi- 


iect  which  now  engages  the  attention  of  congress, 
I  must  be  allowpd  to  say,  that  all  inferences,  drawn 
from  the  course  which  it  will  be  •:<\y  pdnful  duty 
to  take  in  <his  discus^ion,  of  unfnendliness  to  ei 
ther  he  chi-^f  :7'.a';is!rato  of  the  country,  or  to  tlir 
jllus'.riotis  military  chief;ain,  whose  operations  are 
under  invpsvigatior;,  wilt  be  wholly  unfou-^ded.- 
Towards  that  distinguished  captain,  who  has  shed 
so  much  glory  on  our  country,  whose  renown  con 


tion,  as  the  result  of  the  last,  is,  that  a  law  should 
pass  to  prohibit  the  march  of  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  any  coips  of  it,  into  any  foreign  ter- 
ritory, without  tlie  previous  authorization  of  con- 
gress, except  it  be  in  fresh  pursuit  of  a  defeated 
enemy.  The  first  and  third  were  general  proposi- 
tions, de-laring  the  sense  of  the  house  in  re^'ard 
to  the  evils  pointed  out;  and  the  second  and  lourth 
proposed  the  legislative  remedies  against  the  recur- 


stitutes  so  great  a  portion  of  its  moral  property,  Ilrence  of  those  evils. 

never  had,  I  never  on  have,  any   other  feelings       It  would  be  at  once  perceived,  Mr.  C.  said,  by 

than  those'  of  the   jrost  profound  respect,  and  of|  this  simple  statement  of  the  propositions,  that  no 


the  Dull ost  ki:.dness  With  him  my  acquamtauce 
is  very  limited,  but,  so  far  a?  it  has  ex' ended,  it 
fias  been  of  the  most  amicable  kind.  I  know,  said 
Mr.  C.  the  motivi^s  whici-  have  been,  and  whidi 
will  again  be,  ;  ttributed  to  me,  in  regard  to  th;.' 
other  exxlled  persomgr  i.llnded  to.  They  havr 
been,  and  will  be.  unfounded.  I  have  no  interesi, 
other  than  tl^at  .f  se>'>'  g  the  concerns  of  my  coun 
iry  well  and  happily  administered.  It  is  infinitely 
STiore  rraifying  to  behuld  the  prospnity  of  my 
coimtry  advancing,  by  tlie  wisdom  of  the  measures 
adopted  to  prnmo'e  it,  than  it  would  be  to  expos- 
the  errors  wliicli  loay  be  committed,  if  there  be 


other  censure  was  proposed  against  general  .lack- 
son  himself,  t'lan  what  was  merely  consequential. 
His  name  even  did  not  appear  in  any  one  of  the 
resolutions.  Tlie  legislature  of  the  country,  in 
reviewing  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  considering 
the  evc'Uts  which  have  transpired  since  its  last 
meeting,  finds  that  particular  occurrences,  of  the 
gieates'  moment,  in  many  respects,  hid  taken  place 
near  our  southern  border.  He  would  add,  that 
the  house  had  not  sought,  by  any  officious  inter- 
lerence  with  the  duties  of  the  executive,  to  gain 
i'lrisdictioa  over  I'.iis  matter.  The  president,  in 
ills  mes.sage  at  the   opening  of  the  session,  com- 
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municatod  ihe  v    y  i'for-na  ion    -n  \v!,ich  U    s  pro    fii 
posed  to  act.     H        ol'  a  k,   '"or  what  nuroose  ?  lie   had 
Thai  we  shouhl  foil  our  arnis,    'ind  yield  k  laciilanJ    i-egret 
acqui"sceuce,  even  if  se  supposed  t'.iat   i^.f jrrna- 
tion  disclose.l  alarmiig  even's,   not    rnerc'ly  is  it 
re>;ird8  ihe  pe^ife  of  i-ie   .imitry,  but    n   resnect 
to    its   constitution    -.id    ch  racter  ?      I<   po-siblc 
In  cornmunicati'.j!^   these  p  pars,  and  volun  u-iU 
caUi;)g   the  atten  ion  of  co:»iress  lo  th"   siil>j?c', 
the  president  must  t.imself  have  intended  thit  <ve 
slio'ild  apply  anyrenier!y  that  we  might  be  able  to 
devise.      H,ivit»g   tlie   «Mbject    f^us  regularly    »n '. 
fairly  bef  >re  us,   >,nd  propnsinjj  merely  to  collect 
the    sens'"    of  the  linuse    upon   cenain    imporUnt 
transic'ions  which  it  discloses,  witli  the  view  to 
llie  passige  of  siich  laws    is   siiay  be  demanded  by 
tiie  public  interest,  lie  repeated,  that  tiiere  was  no 
cens'ire  any    where,   except  snch   as  was  strictly 
conseciu^niial    upon    our   legislative   action.     The 
supposition  of  every  nevv  Lw,  linving  for  its  objec' 
to  prevent  the  recvirrenre  nf  evil,  is,  that  s.)-T»(=thin;j 
has  happened  whicli  oui^ht  not  to  bave  t:;ken  place, 
and   no  otlier  ihan  this   indi"ect  Siji't   of  censure 
would  flow  from  the  resolutions   before  the  com- 
mittee. 


sTuif  ""iV  umil  v.ithin  a  few  days  p^.st   a^-.d 


read  it  with  the  deepest  mortdication 
A  more  dictatorial  spirit  he  liad 
never  >een  displayed  in  any  instrun  eot.  lie 
would  challenge  an  examina'ion  of  all  the  re- 
cor 's  if  diploriacy,  not  -xcepting  even  those  in 
the  mos'  haM^^hiy  period  of  imperious  R  me,  wheu 
she  was  carrying  her  arms  into  the  barbarian  na- 
tions Miat  surrounded  hei-;  and  he  did  not  believe 
a  soHiary  instancf  cotdd  be  found  of  such  an  in- 
exor  ble  spirit  of  ''oiaination  pervuling  a  compact 
purporvmg  to  be  a  treaty  of  FRAGE.  It  consisted 
of  the  most  severe  and  hu^;dii.iting  demaiids — of 
the  suriender  of  large  terr'torv — of  the  privd-^ge 


Having  thus  given  his  view  of  the  naUire  and 
character  of  the  propositions  under  consideration, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  was  f^r  from  iniimaiing,  that  it  was 
not  his  purpose  to  go  into  n  full,  a   fr'  e,   avl   a 
thoroiigli  investigation  of  ihe  facts  and  of  the  prin 
ciples  of  Uw,  public,  municipal  and  constitutional, 
involved  in  them.  And,  whilst  he  trusted  he  should 
speak  with  the  decorum  due  to  the  dis'i.iguished 
offie.ers    of  the   government,    whose    proceedings  i 
were  to  be  examined,  he  should  e.Kercise  the  inde   ! 
pendence  which  belon.ired  to  him  as  a  reprcsenta- 


i)f  the  Creeic  nation,  disiej^arding  the  genuine 
spirit  of  existing  trealiee,  suflTered  themselves  to 
be  instigated  to  violations  of  their  national  honor, 
and  the  respect  due  to  a  part  of  their  own  nation, 
Failhful  to  the  United  States,  and  the  prir.ciplen 
of  humanily,  by  impostors  denominating  themselves 
prophet-!,  and  by  the  dunlicity  and  misrepresenta- 
tion of  foreign  emissaries,  whose  governments  arc 
at  war,  opei  or  understood,  with  the  United  S  ate?. 
Art.  2-  The  United  StUes  will  gunrantec  to  the 
Creek  nation  ihe  integrity  of  all  their  territory 
eastwardly,  and  nortliwardly  of  the  said  line,  [de- 
scribed in  the  first  article]  to  be  run  and  described 
as  mentioned  in  the  first  article. 

\rt,  3,  The  United  Stales  demand  tliat  the 
Creek  nation  abandon  all  communication,  and  cease 
to  hold  any  intrcourse,  with  any  British  or  Spa- 
nish post,  gaDiso^  or  town;  and  that  they  shall  not 
■diTiit  among  iiiem  uny  agent  or  trader,  who  shall 
not  derive  cuthoriiy  to  hold  commercial,  or  otheF, 


tive  of  ilie  people,  in  freely  and  fully  submitting 
his  sentiments. 


intorr;(>urse  with  them,  by  license  from  'he  presi- 
''.orized  a;'ent  of  the  United  States. 


dent,  or 

Ar..  4   The  United  States  (/emo7!r/ an  ack:>0v.ledg- 

meot   of  the  right  to  establish  military  posts  and 

In   noticing   tlie  painful  incidents  of  this  wnr,  it   trading  houses,  and  lo  open  roads  witljin  the  ler- 

He  ritory  guaranteed  tr)  the  Cre  ;k  nation  by  the  second 
article,  and  a  rigiit  to  tlie  free  navigation  of  all  its 
waters. 

Art.  5.  The  United  States   demand  that  a  sur- 
rende    be  imm 'dietely   made,  of  all  the  persons 


was  impossible  not  to  enquire  into  its  origin 
feared  that  would  be  found  to  be  the  famous  treaty 
of  fort  Jackson,  concluded  in  August,  1814;  and 
he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  chairman  hat  the 
clerk  might  resd  certain  parts  of  that  trenly.  [The 
clerk  of  the  house  having  accordingly  read  as  re- 
ques'ed,  Mr,  C.  proceeded.*]  Hehad  vievefpe'.SM.ed 

*The  passages  read  by  t'le  clerk  were  as  f  How: 
"Whereas  an  unprovoked,  inhuman  and  i^angui 
nary  v/ar,  waged  by  the  hostile  Creeks  against'the 
United  States,  hath  been  repelled,  prosectited  and 
determmed,  successfully  on  the  part  of  the  s:iid 
states,    in  confirmity  with  principles    of  nation   I 
justice  and  honorable  warfare;  and  whereas  con- 
sideration   is  due  to   the   rec'itude  of  nroceeding 
dictated  by  instructions  relating  to  the  re-establish 
ment  of  peace:  be  it  remembered,  that,  prior  to  the 
conquest  of  that  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  hostile 
to  the   United  Slates,  numberless  aggressions  had 
been  committed  against  the  peace,  t!if  property, 
and  the  lives,  of  citizens  of  the  U;iited  States,  and 
those  of  the  Creek  nation  in  amity  with  lier,  at  the 
mouth  of  Duck  river,  fort  Mimms,  and  elsewhere, 
contrary  to  national  faith,  and  the  regard  due  to  an 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  New  York  in  the 
year  1790,  between  the  two  nations:  that  the  Unit- 
ed States,  previous  to   the  perpetration   of  such 
outrages,  did,  in  order  to  ensure  future  amity  and 
concord  between   the  "^"eek  nation   and  the  said 
«tates,  in  conformity  wit.,  .he  stipulations  of  formor 
treaties,  fulfil,  with  punctuality  imd  good  f,.ith,  her 
engagements  to  the  said  nation:  that  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  chiefs  and  warriors 


be  imm^dietely  made, 
and  property  taken  from  the  ci'izens  of  the  United 
States,  the  friendly  part  of  tlie  Creek  nation,  the 
C!i=-iokee,  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  nations,  lo  the 
respective  owners;  and  the  United  States  will  c.iuse 
to  be  immediately  restored  to  the  formerly  hostile 
Creeks  all  the  property  taken  from  them  since 
their  submission,  either  by  t!ie  United  States,  or 
by  any  Indian  nations  in  amity  with  the  United 
States,  together  with  all  the  prisoners  taken  from 
diem  during  the  war. 

Art.  6.  The  United  States  demand  the  caption 
and  surrender  of  all  the  prophets  and  instigators 
of  the  war,  whether  foreigners  or  natives,  who  have 
not  submitted  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
and  become  parties  to  these  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, if  ever  they  shall  be  found  within  the  territory 
guaranteed  to  the  Creek  nation  by  the  second  ar- 
ticle. 

Art.  7.  The  Creek  nation,  being^  reduced  to  extreme 
■zvant,  and  not  at  present  having  the  means  of  sub- 
sislance,  the  United  States,  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity, will  continue  to  furnish,  gratuitously,  the 
tiecessaries  of  life,  until  tlie  crops  of  corn  can  be 
considered  competent  to  yield  the  nation  a  supply, 
and  will  establish  trading  lioMses  in  the  nation,  at 
the  discretion  of  tlie  pi'esidenl  of  the  United  Slate.'--, 
and  at  such  places  as  he  shall  direct,  to  enable  the 
nation,  by  industry  and  economy,  to  procure  cioili 
liPg- 
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of  rniki'.g  roads  through  even  what  was  re^ai'iecl 
— of  he  riglil  of  estKblisliing  trading  houses — o' 
the  obliijr.t,o:i  of  delivering  into  our  hand^;  tlieir 
pro|il)et><-.  And  all  t!  is,  of  a  wretc'ed  prople, 
rediced  to  the  las.  ex  lemity  of  r.isiress,  whose 
iniser«b",e  exi;;  ence  up  hid  to  prest-rve  by  ^  vo 
lun  ary  stipulation  to  f  un:sh  them  with  bre»d  ! 
Wlien  evPM  did  conquering-  and  desohtin;,  R>  e 
fai'  to  resoect  the  altiirs  and  the  god-,  of  tNos*^ 
whom  she  s'lbjugited  !     Let  me  not  be  told  t:.at 

tbes^  prop^'iets    Aere  immist'irs,  who  deceived  the 

Indiins.      T!:^'  "tt'erf  their  prophets — the  Indians 

beli-ved  ahd  venerated  'lie  ii,  and  it  is  not  for  us 

to  dictate  a  religious  b^li^f  to  them.     It  does  not 

belong  to  the  holy  character  of  the  religion  wliic'i 

we  profess,  to  c  .rrv  its  precept.-:,  b\   for 'e  of  tlie 

bayonet,  into  the  bosoms  of  otlier  people.     M  Id 

and   gentle  per>uasi  >n   was  thf*  great    instrnment 

emplovfd   by  the  meek  founder  of  our  religion. 

We  leav'  to  lii?  ^.iimEine  and    ^enevolent  effir  s  of 

the  reverend  profess  ts  ofC'iris.ianity  to  conver 

from  barbarism  those  unh  ippy  nations  yet  immers 

ed  in  its  gloom.     But,  sir,  spare  them  iheir  pro- 

piets.  Sp.ire  I'leir  dflu«ions  •  Spire  their  pre- 
judices and  supers  iiions  !     Spare  t'lem  even  th^ir 

religion,  such  as  it  is,  from  'jpen  s'ld  cruel  violence. 

AVSen,    sir,   'vas  that  treaty   concluded  ?     O  i  the 

very  day,  after  the   protocol   w,;S  signpd,  of  t'.e 

first  coiifeieice  between  the  American  .md  British 

C'.mmissioner*,  trea'ing  of  peac,  at  Ghent.     lo 

the  course  nf  that  negociation,  pret'^nsioiis  so  enor 

mens  were  set  up,  by  the  oth^r  party,  tliat  v.hen 

they  were  promulgated  in  this  cnuntry,  tiiere  was 

one   general   burst  of  in  lignation  throughout  the 

coiiinenl.     Faction   i  self  was  sile  ced,  and  t'..e 

firm  and   unanimous  determination  of  all   pr^rties 

W><s,  to   fight  tuilil  ihe  la'^t  man  fell   in  the  ditch 

rather  than  submit  to  such   ignominiovis  terms. — 

■\Vhat  a  contrast  is  exhibited  beiween  the  cotsm 

p'lraneous.  sc  nes  of  G  lenl  and    of  fort   Jarkson: 

What  a  powerful  voucher  would  the  British  coni- 

Tnission'rrs  liave  been  furnished  with.,  if  they  could 

have  got  hold  of  that  treaty  !     Tlie  United   States 

dema  d .'     The  United   States  </em(/7?(/,  i-  repratrd 

five   or  six  times.     And  what    did   tiie   prcimble 

itself  disclose  ?  That  tv/o  thirds  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion had  been  hostile,  and  one  third  ordy  friendly 
to  us.     Now,  he  had  heard  (lie  could  not  vouch  for 

the  truth  of  the  statement)  that  not  one  hostile 

chief  signed  the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard  that 
perhaps  one  or  two  of  them  h;  d.  If  the  treaty 
really  were  made  by  a  ir-in ority  of  the  nation,  it 
was  not  obligatory  upon  the  whole  nation.  It  was 
void,  C'.nsidere  1  in  the  light  of  a  national  co^!  pact 
A  id,  if  void,  the  lulians  were  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  provision  of  tiie  ninth  article  of  the  trea'y 
of  Ghent,  by  whicli  we  hound  ourselves  to  make 
peace  with  any  tribes  with  whom  we  might  be  at 
war,  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  to  restore 
to  them  their  lands  as  they  held  them  in  1811. 
"Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  hotiorable 
senate,  that  body  for  which  he  held  so  high  a  re- 
soec,  could  have  given  heirsanction  to  'hetrcaty 
of  fyrt  J.ickson,  so  utterly  irreconclleable  as  it  is 
with  those  noble  p-i.iciples  of  generosity  and 
magnanimity  wdiicli  he   hoped  to  see  his  coun;ry 

alwavs  ex'ubit,  and  parucularly  towards  the  miser-  dians;  but  there  is  nothing  said  about  that;  ardall 
able  remnant  of  the  aborigines.  It  would  have  i  that  the  Indians  have  done  is  brought  up.  .dllthe 
comported  better  with  lliose  principles,  to  IrAvelttuschief  the  iv!nte  people  have  dyne,  oiii;/it  to  be  told  to 
jm'''a'ed  the  aenevolent  policy  of  the  founder  oi'liheir  head  man.  When  there  is  any  thing  done,  you 
Pennsvlvaiiii,  and  to  have  given  to  the  Greeks,  write  to  us;  but  never  write  to  your  heacl  man  what 
conq-tercl  hs  they  were,  evf-n  if  they  had  made  an  the  wiiite  people  do.  \V'iien  the  red  people  send 
ui.j:st  war  upon  us,  the  trifling  consideravion,  to  talks,  or  write,  they  always  send  the  tnitii.  You 
t!iem  an  adequate  compensation,   which   he  paid  have  sent  to  us  for  horses,  and  we  scnl  y.u  all  that 


for  their  lands.  That  treat,,  Mr.  C  -aid,  he  feared 
had  been  the  main  cause  of  the  recent  war.     And 
if  it  had  been,  it  only  added  ano'her  mel.ncholy 
proof  to  those  with  which  history  already  abounds, 
thai  liard  and  unconscion.'.bie  terms,  ex' oiled  by 
the  povver  of  the  sword  and  the  right  of  c  nquest, 
served  hut  to  whet  and  siimulate  revenge,  and  to 
give  to  old  li-.stdiiies.  smotliered,  not  extinguished, 
by  the  pre  ended  pe:.ce,  greater  exasperation  and 
more  fero-ity.     A   truce  thus  patched  up  v.i'h,  an 
tuiforiunatep'-ople,  wi'lioui  the  means  of  existence, 
wiihoui  bread,  is  no  real  peace,     Tlie  instant  ther« 
is  the  slightest  prosp'-ct  of  relief,  from  such  harsh 
and    severe  conditions,  tlie  corquered  party   will 
fly  to  arms,  and  spend  the  last  drop  of  blood  rather 
than  live  in  such  degraded  bondage.     Even  if  vou 
.again    re  luce    him  to    submi-sion,    the    cxpe/ises 
incurred   by  this  second  wa-,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
human  lives  tliat  are  sacrificed,  wiil  be  greater  i!i  -n 
what  it  would  h.ve  cost  y  <u  to  l:ave  gra-.ted  him 
liberal  ronditijns  in  ti'.e  first  instance.  This  treaty, 
lip  repeaed  i',  w^s,  h.-"  apprenended,  the  cause  of 
ihe  war.     It  led  to  iliose  excesses  on  our  .southern 
borders  which   began   i^     \V  m  first  comm'^nced 
them,  it  was  perh  ps  diffi:uh  to  asce -tain      T'lere 
Was,  however,  a  pap^r  on  tin's  snbject,  conimunicat- 
ed  at  the  iust  session,  by  the  president,  that  told, 
in  language  so  pathetic  and  fueling,  an  artless  tale 
— a   p  psr  tliat  carried  sucn  internal    evid  ?nce  at 
least,  of  tiie  belief  of  the  autiiors  of  ii  that  they 
V  ere  writing  tiie  iriith,  that  he  would  ask  the  fivor 
of  thecoiTimitiee  to  alio  v  lim. 'o  '•ead  it  *  I  s'  ould 

*rhe  foih)wi;ig  is  the  letter  from  ten  of  the 
Seminole  towns,  that  Mr  C.  read. 

To  the  commanding  nficer  at  Fort  Itnekins. 

Dear  S  r: — Since  the  last  war,  af.er  >  ou  sent 
word  tiiat  we  must  q  lii  the  wa",  ve,  tl.e  H  u  peo- 
ple, hi.veco'wc  over  on  tliis  si.^e.  The  uhile  \ie6- 
p.e  haze  curri  d  all  the  red  people'^  cattle  off.  AC  er 
the  war,  1  sent  to  all  my  people  to  let  white  peo- 
ple al  T.e,  and  stay  on  tlds  side  of  tbe  river;  and 
they  did  so:  but  die  white  people  siill  continue  to 
cari-y  off  their  cattle.  Barnard's  son  was  here,  and 
I  enquired  of  him  what  wa>  to  be  done — and  he  said 
we  must  go  to  the  head  man  of  the  white  peofde, 
and  complain  I  did  so,  and  there  was  no  white 
head  e-an,  and  there  -.vis  vo  latv  in  this  cane  The 
whites  first  begun,  and  'here  is  not'i  g  s-<iid  rbout 
•hat;  bu  great  compluinv  male  abovt  ivliat  the  In- 
dia s  do  This  is  now  three  years  since  t'  e  white 
people  killed  three  Inc'ians;  since  that  they  have 
killed  th'-ee  'ther  Indians,  and  taken  their  horses, 
iind  what  they  bad;  and  this  summer  they  killed 
three  vmre,-  and  very  lately  they  killed  one  more. 
We  sent  word  to  the  white  people  that  these 
murders  were  done,  and  the  answer  was,  that  they 
were  people  that  were  out  la~Ltis,  and  we  ought  to 
go  and  kill  them.  The  while  people  killed  our 
people  first;  the  Indians  then  tO'.>k  satisfaction. 
I  here  are  yet  three  men  that  the  red  people  h.-ive 
'ever  taken  satisfaction  for.  You  htve  vrote  that 
t  ere  were  houses  burnt;  but  we  know  of  no  such 
thing  being  done:  '.he  truth  in  such  cases  ought  to 
be  told,  but  this  appears  otherwise.  On  that  side 
of  the  river  the  v.-liite  people  have  killed  five  In- 


NILES'  REGISTER    SUV.  TO  VOL.  XV— SEMINOLE  WAR. 


1^ 


be  very  unwiUi.:^,  Mr.  C.  said,  lo  assert,  in  regar  ' 
to  tliis  war,  tha  Iha  fiiih  was  on  our  sid';  but  Ik- 
feared  it  was.  He  had  heard  tha'  thai  very  res'n-ct- 
able  man,  now  od  more,  who  once  fille!  the  ex  cu- 
tive  chair  oF  Georgia,  and  who,  having  been  a,^;eni 
of  Indian  affairs  in  thai  qnarter,  had  the  best  op 
poriimity  ol  jndging  of  the  origin  of  tliis  war, 
deliberaiely  pronou  iced  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
InJiu'is  ivere  not  in  fault.  Mr.  O.  said  that  he  was 
far  from  atlribu  ing  to  gen.  J.ickson  any  other  tl:an 
the  very  slight  degree  of  bla  ne  wliich  attaclied  to 
him  as  the  neg'iciat  r  of  he  treaty  t;f  f  rt  jAoks;)n, 
ar.d  which  woiil  I  be  shared  by  those  who  subse 
quenily  ratified  and  s<inctioned  that  treaty.  liut 
if  tiiere  were  even  a  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  Jie 
war,  wheihei-  we  were  censurable  or  the  Indians, 
that  doubt  would  serve  to  i  .crease  our  regret  at 
any  distressing  incidents  which  may  have  occurred, 
and  to  mitigijte,  m  some  degree,  tlie  crimes  which 
we  impute  ti  tlie  other  side.  He  knew,  he  said, 
tha*,  when  gen.  Jackson  w^s  summoned  to  the  field, 
it  was  too  late  to  hesitate — trie  fatal  blow  had  been 
strucli  in  the  destruction  of  Fowl  town,  and  tlie 
dreadful  mass.icre  of  lieut.  Scott  and  his  detach- 
ment; and  the  only  duty  which  remained  to  him 
was  to  terminate  this  unhappy  contest. 

The  first  clrcumsiance  which,  in  tife  course  of 
his  performing  iliat  duty,  fixed  our  aitention,  had, 
Mr.  G.  said,  filiedhim  with  regret.  Ii  was  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Indian  chiefs.  How,  he  asked,  did  the\ 
come  into  our  possession?  Was  it  in'tlie  coarse 
of  fair,  and  open,  and  honorable  war.'  No;  but  by 
means  of  deception — by  hoisting  foreign  colors  o;i 
tlie  staff  from  which  tlie  stars  and  stripes  should 
alone  have  floated.  Thus  ensnared,  the  Indians 
were  taken  on  shore,  and  wiiliout  ceremony,  and 
without  delay,  were  hung.  Hang  a;  I.ulian  !  We, 
sir,  wlio  ar^;  civilized,  and  can  comprehend   and 

we  could  find;  but  there  were  some  dead,  it  ap- 
pears thai  all  tlie  miscliief  is  laid  on  this  town,  but 
all  the  mischief  that  has  been  done  by  this  town  is 
two  horses;  one  of  them  is  dead,  and  ti^e  other  was 
sent  back.  The  cattle  that  we  are  accused  of  tak- 
ing, were  cattle  that  the  luhite  people  tooh  from  us. 
Our  young  men  wetit  and  brought  them  back,  witli 
the  same  marks  and  brands.  There  were  some  of 
our  young  men  out  hunting  and  they  were  killed: 
others  went  to  take  satisfaction,  and  the  kettle  of 
one  of  the  men  that  was  killed  was  found  in  the 
house  where  the  woman  and  two  children  were 
killed;  and  they  supposed  it  had  been  her  husband 
who  had  killed  the  Indians,  and  took  their  satis- 
faction there.  We  are  accused  of  killing  up  Ame- 
ricans, and  so  on;  but  since  the  word  v/as  sent  to  u» 
tliat  peace  was  mads,  we  stay  steady  at  home,  and 
meddle  luith  no  person.  You  have  sent  to  us  r-spect 
ing  (lie  black  people  on  the  Suwany  river;  we  nave 
notiiing  lo  do  with  them.  They  were  pin.  there 
by  tlie  English;  and  to  therei  you  ought  to  apply 
for  any  thing  about  them.  \Ve  do  not  wisli  our 
country  desolated  by  an  army  passing  turough  it, 
for  the  concern  of  other  people.  Tae  r.idians  nave 
slaves  tliere  also;  a  great  many  of  them.  Wiien 
we  have  an  opportunity  we  shall  apply  to  the  Eag- 
lisn  for  them;  but  we  cannot  get  them  now. 

This  is  wiiai  we  have  to  say  at  pr'-sent. 

Sir,  I  conclude  by  subscrloiug  myself  your  hum- 
ble serv:irit-,  Sic. 

Septeinber,  the  llth  day,  1817. 

N.  B. —  i":.ere  are  ten  towns  have  read  this  letter 
8tn  I  tliis  IS  the  a'lswer. 

A  iVJi  copy  from  the  original. 

VM.  BELL,  aiddeejmp. 


ft^el  the  effect  of  mor«l  causes  and  considerations, 
attach  ignominv  to  that  mode  of  dea'li.  And  the 
gall  mt,  and  refined,  and  highminded  man,  seeks 
'^y  all  pcssi'de  means  to  avoid  it.  But,  what  cares 
an  I'ldinn  wl.ether  you  hang  or  shoot  him  ?  The 
nv>ment  he  is  capture.?,  he  is  consiclered  by  bis 
tribe  as  dis;irared,  if  not  lost.  They,  loo,  are 
indifft'renl  a'oui  the  manner  in  which  he  is  de- 
s  1:  trhed.  But,  M  .  C.  said,  he  regarded  'he  oc 
currence  with  giieC  for  other  and  higher  considera- 
tions. It  was  t!ie  first  instance  that  he  ki^ew  ofi 
in  t!ie  annuls  of  our  country,  in  which  retaii<tion, 
by  executing  I  diin  cap'ives,  had  even  been  delibe- 
rately pra-lised.  T!iere  may  h.ive  been  excepUons, 
but  if  there  were,  they  met  with  contemporaneous 
condemnation,  and  have  been  reprehended  by  the 
just  pen  of  impartial  history.  VUe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  may  tell  me,  if  he  pleases,  what  he 
pleases  about  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife — 
about  Indian  enormiiies,  and  foreign  miscreants 
an!  incendiaries.  I,  too,  hate  them;  from  my  very 
soul  rabominate  them.  But,  I  love  my  country, 
and  its  constitution;  I  love  liberty  and  safety,  and 
fear  military  despotism  more  even  than  I  hate  these 
monsters.  The  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, alluded  to  the  state  from  which  I  have  the 
honor  lo  come.  Little,  sir,  does  he  know  of  the 
igh  and  magnanim  uis  sei^.timents  of  the  people  of 
that  state,  if  he  supposes  they  will  approve  of  the 
transaction  to  whicli  he  referred.  Brave  and  gene- 
rous, humanity  and  clemency  towards  a  fallen  foe 
constitute  one  of  their  no'ilest  charactejistics. — 
Amidst  all  the  struggles  f>r  that  fair  land  between 
the  natives  and  the  present  inhabitants,  Mr.  C.  said' 
he  defied  the  gentleman  to  point  out  one  instance 

in  which  a  Kentuckian  had  stained  his  hand  by 

nothing  but  his  high  sense  of  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices and  exaUed  nieri's  of  general  Jackson  pre- 
vented his  using  a  difiVrenl  term  —  the  execution  of 
an  unarmed  and  prostrate  captive.  Yes,  said  Mr, 
G.  tliere  was  one  solitary  exception,  in  which  a 
man,  enraged  at  beholding  an  Indian  prisoner,  who 
had  been  celebrated  for  his  enormiiies,  and  who 
had  destroyed  some  of  his  kindred,  plunged  his 
sword  into  his  bosom.  The  wicked  deed  was  con- 
sidered as  an  abominable  outrage  when  it  occurred, 
and  the  nsr-ne  of  the  man  has  been  handed  down 
to  the  execration  of  posterity.  I  deny  your  right 
ihus  to  retaliate  on  the  aboriginal  proprietors  of 
the  country;  and,  unless  I  am  utterly  deceived,  it 
may  be  siiewn  that  it  does  not  exist.  But,  before 
I  attempt  this,  said  Mr.  C.  allow  me  to  make  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  a  little  better  ac- 
quainted with  those  people,  to  whose  feelings  and 
sympathies  he  has  appealed  through  their  represen- 
la.ive.  Daring  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
col.  Gimpbell,  under  the  command  of  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Ohio,  (Gen.  ILirrison)  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  consisting  chiefly, 
he  believed,  of  Kentucky  volunteers,  in  order  to 
destroy  t'.ie  Missi-isinaway  tov/ns.  They  proceeded 
and  pi  rforrned  the  duty,  an-d  took  some  prisoners. 
And  here  is  evidence  of  ihe  manner  in  which  they 
treated  them.  (Here  Mr.  C  read  the  general  or- 
d."'S  is.s'.ied  <  n  ''  e  return  of  the  detarhmen*.*)     I 

*  r  ic  fiyliowinj^  i^  the  ex  r.ict  which  Mr.  C.  read: 

"But  the  character  of  this  gallant  detacliment, 

exhibiting,  as  it  did,  per.severance,  fortitude  and 

bravery,  would,  however,  be  irconiple';-,  if,  in   the 

midst  of  victory,  they  had  forgotten  tlie  feelings  of  hit- 

•  manitii.     It  is  with  the  Mnceresit  pleasure  th  .i.  the 

I  general  has  heard,  that  the  most  punctual  obedience 

;W29  paid  to  his  orders,  in  uot  only  saving  all  the 
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hope,  sir,   the  honorable   gentleman  will  be  nov 
able  belter  to  appreciate  Mie  chHrarler  and  co'^- 
iuct  of  my  gall-nt  countrymen  than  he  appear> 
hitherto  to  have  done. 

I5ut,    sir,  I  iiave  said  that  you  have  no   right  to 
pnctioe,  under  color  of  ret  aliation,  enormities  on  thr 
Indians.     I  will    advance,  in    support  of  this  posi- 
tion, as  applicable  to  the  origin  of  all  law,  tUe  prin 
ciple,    that  whatever   h-is  been  the    custom,   from 
the  commencement  of  a  subject,  whatever  h;is  be.u 
the  uniform  usage,  co-ev  d  and  co-existent  with  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  becomes  its  fixed  l.iw. 
?5uch  was  the  foundation  of  all  comison   law;    and 
such  he  believed,    was  the  principal  foimdation  of 
all  public  or  international  law.     If,  then,  it   could 
be  shewn  that  from  ihc  first  sfittlement  of  the  colo- 
nies, onxhis  part  of  the  American  continent,  to  tiit- 
present  time,  we  have  constantly  •ibstaineci  from  reta 
liating  upon  the  Indians  the  excesses  practised  by 
them  towards  us,  we  were  morally  bound  by    this 
invariable  usage,  and  could  not   lawfully  change  it 
Vi'ithout  the  most  cogent    reasons.     So  far   as    his 
knowledge  extended,    he  said,  that,  from  tiie  first 
.Settlement  at  Plymouth  or  at  Jamestown,  it  had  not 
been  our  practice  to  destroy  Indian  captives,  com- 
biitants  or  non-combatants.     He    knew  of  but  one 
deviation  from   the  code  which  regulated  the  war- 
tare  between  civilized  communities,   and  that  was 
the  destruction  of  Indian  towns,  which  was  suppo- 
sed to  be  authorized  upon  tlie  ground  that  we  could 
not  bring  the  war  to  a  termination  but  by  destroy- 
ing the  means  which  nourished   it.     With  this  sin- 
gle exception,   tlie  other  principles   of  the  laws   of 
civilized   nations  are  extended   to  them,    and  are 
thus  made  law  in  ree-ird  to  them.     When  did  this 
humane  custom,  by  which,  in  consideration  of  their 
Ignorance,  and  of  our  enlightened  condition,  the  ri- 
eors  of  war  were  mitigated,  begin?  At  a  time  when 


'>ve  were  weak,  and  they  were  comparatively  strong 
— when  they  were  tlie  lords  of  the  soil,  and  we  were 
seeking  from  the  vices,  from  the  corruptions,  from 
the  religious  intolerance,  and  from  the  oppressions 
of  Europe,  to  gain  an  asylum  among  them.  And, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  change  this  custom,  to  sub- 
stitute for  it  the  bloody  maxims  of  barbarous  ages, 
and  to  interpolate  the'  Indian  public  law  with  re- 
volting cruelties.^  At  a  time  when  the  situation  of 
the  two  parties  is  totally  changed— when  we  are 
powerful  and  they  are  weak—  it  a  time  when,  to 
use  a  figure  drawn  from  their  own  sublime  elo- 
quence, the  poor  children  of  the  forest  have  been 
driven  by  the  great  wave  which  has  flowed  in  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean  to  almost  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  overwhelming  them  in  its  terrible 
progress,  has  left  no  other  remains  of  hunrlreds  of 
tribes,  now  extinct,  than  those  winch  indicate  the 
remotf;  existence  of  their  former  comp  uiion,  the 
IMammoth  of  the  new  world!  Yes,  sir,  it  is  at  this 
auspicious  period  of  our  country,  when  we  hold  a 
proud  and  lof  y  station,  among  the  first  nations  of 
the  world,  tliat  we  are  called  upon  to  sanction  a  de- 

woraen  and  children,  but  in  sparing-  all  the  wa-rriors 
■iuho  cciiseil  to  resist;  and  that,  even  when  vigorously 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  t!ie  claims  of  mercy  pre 
vailed  over  evrry  se'ise  f^f  th.ir  own  danger,  and 
this  heroic  band  rc.ijifcted  titc  lives  of  their  prisoners. 
1..et  an  account  of  murdered  innocence  he  opened 
in  the  records  of  heaven  against  our  enemi'^s  alone. 
Tlie  Ame-icau  soldier  will  follow  the  exam-ile  of 
his  government,  and  the  sword  of  the  one  will  not 
be  raised  against  the  fallen  and  the  helpifss,  ni.r 
the  gold  of  the  ot'ner  be  piid  for  tlie  scalps  of  a 
•»Tiassucred  enemy." 


narture  from  the  established  laws  and  usages  which 
liave  regulated  our  Indi.m  lio'stilities  Ai'.d  does 
(he  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ex- 
pect, in  this  august  body,  this  enlightened  assem- 
My  of  christians  and  Americans,  by  glowing  appeals 
ro  our  passions,  to  make  us  forget  our  principles, 
our  religion,  our  clemency,  and  our  hum  inity? 

Why  was  it,  M.-.  C.  a^ke  I,  that  we  had  not  prac- 
'ised  towards  the  Lilian  tribes  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion, now  for  the  first  time    asserted  in  regard  to 
them?   It  w  IS  because  it  is  a  principle,  proclaimed 
by  rrjason,  and  enforced  by  every  respecible  writei* 
on  the  law  of  nations,  that  retaliation  is  only  justi- 
fiable as    calculated    to  produce  effect  in   the  war. 
Vengeance  was  a  new  motive  for  resorting  to  it.     It 
retaliation  will  produce  no  effect  on  die  enemy,  we 
are  bound  to  abstam  from  it,  hy  ev..vy  consideration 
of  humanity  and  of  justice.     Will  it,  then,  produce 
effect  on  tlie  Indian'tribes?  No;  they  care  not  about 
the    execution  of  those  of  their  w.irriors   who  are 
taken  captive      Tliey  are  considered    as  disgraced 
by  the  very  circumstance  of  their  captivity,  and  it 
is"  often  mercy  to  the  unhappy   captive,  to  deprive 
him  of  his  existence.    The  poet  evinced  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  when  he  put  in- 
to the    mouth  of  the  son  of  a  distinguished  chief, 
about  to  be  led  to  the  stake  and  tortured  by  his  vic- 
torious enemy,  the  words — 

Begin  ye  tormentors!  your  threats  are  in  vain! 
Tiie  son  of  Alknomok  will  never  complain. 

Retaliation  of  Indian  excesses,  not  producing 
then  any  effect  in  preventing  their  repetition,  vi^as 
condemned  by  both  reason  and  the  principles  upon 
which  alone,  in  any  case,  it  can  be  justified.  Oi^ 
this  branch  of  the  subject  much  more  might  be 
said,  but,  as  he  should  possibly  again  allude  to  it, 
he  would  pass  from  it,  for  the  present,  to  another 
topic. 

It  was  not  necessary,  Mr.  C.  said,  for  the  purpose 
of  his  argtiment  in  regard  to  the  trial  and  execution 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  to  insist  on  the  inno- 
cency  of  either  of  them.  He  would  yield,  for  the 
sake  of  thnt  argument,  without  inquiry,  that  both  ot 
them  were  guilty;  that  both  had  instigated  the  war; 
and  that  one  of  them  had  led  the  enemy  to  battle. 
It  was  possible,  indeed,  that  a  critical  examination 
of  the  evidence  would  shew,  particularly  in  tlie  case 
of  Arbuthnot,  that  the  whole  amount  of  his  crime 
consisted  in  his   tradin^i,  without  the  limits  of  the 


l/nited  States,  with  the   Seminole   Indians,  in  the 
accustomed  commodities   which  form   the  subject 
of   Indian  trade;    and    th.n   he  sought  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  his  customers,  by  espousing  their   in- 
terests, in  regard  to  the  provision   of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  which   he    may  have  honestly  believed   en- 
titled them  to  the  restoration  of  their  lands.     And 
if,  indeed,  the   treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  for  the  rea- 
sons already  assigned,  were  not  binding   upon    the 
Creeks,  there  would  be  but  too  much  c  use   to  la- 
ment his  uiih  ippy,  if  not  un-nst  f  .te.     The  first  i^n- 
pression  made  on  t!ie  eXimiuHiion  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  tlie  trial  and  execution  of  tho«e  two  men,  is, 
th.it, (m  the  part  of  Ambrister,  there  was  the  most 
guilt,  but  at  the   same  time  the  most  irregul'^rity. 
(Jonc-.iing  the  point  of  the  gudt  ot  both,  v/ith  tlie 
quaUfi  at'ion  whicl^  he  had  stated,  he  v.-.  u)d  proceed 
to  en'^.ulre,  fii«t,  if  their  exeution  could  bej'is'i- 
fi  d  upon  the  principles  assumed  by  ijen'^rdJ  ckson 
himself     IF  thy  did   not   afford  a  justification,  he. 
wrxil  !    next  eiiq   iro;  if  there  were  any  other  prin- 
ciples   II  horiznig  tlieir  execution;  and  he  Mould  in 
the  titi  d  place,  make  some  observations  upon  the 
I  mode  of  proceeding. 
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The  principle  assumed  by  geiiei-il  Jacki.dn.JAvhich  he  was  sentenced.  Tlie  Judge  lias  notiiinj; 
which  may  be  found  in  his  general  orders  com- 1  tn  do,  to  ensure  his  own  acquittal,  but  to  urge  the 
maiidinf^  the  execution  of  these  men,  is,  "that  it  is(g>  nsleman's  plea,  that  he  had  done  a  right  thing  in 
an  esljidibht'd  principle  of  the  bw  of  nations,' that  la  wrong  way! 

any  iiidivid'ul  of  a  nation,  making  war  agunst  tlie       The  prniciples  v/hich  attached  to  the  cases  of  Ar- 
Cjitizens  of  any  other  nation,  tliey   being  ut  pt;ac<*,   buihnot  and  Ambrister,   constituting   tliem  merely 


forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomes  an  outlaw  una 


ni- 


si pirate."     Whatever  may   be   the  character  of 
dividuals  waging  private  war,  th«;  principle  assum- 


participes  in  the  war,  supposing  them  to  have  been 
combatants,  whicli  tlie  former  was  not,  he  having 
been  taken   \n  a  Spaiush  fortress,  without  arms  in 


ed  is  totally  erroneous,  when  applied  to  such  indi-  his  hands,  all  that  we  could  possibly  liave  a  riglU 
viduals  associated  with  a  power,  whether  Indian  or  to  do,  was  to  apply  to  them  the  rules  which  we  liad 
civilized,  capable  of  maintaining  the  relitions  of|a  right  to  enforce  against  the  Indians.  Their  En- 
peace  and  war.  Suppose,  however,  the  principle  glish  character  was  only  merged  in  their  Indian  cha- 
were  true,  as  asserted,  what  disposition  should  he  racter.  Now,  if  the  Ihsv  reguLiting  Indian  hostili- 
have  made  of  these  meni'  What  jurisdiction,  and  ties,  be  esiahlished  by  long  and  immemorial  usage, 
how  acquired,  has  the  military  over  pirates,  rob-  that  we  have  no  moral  right  to  retaliate  upon  them, 
bera,  and  outlaws?  If  they  weie  in  the  character  we  consequently  had  no  right  to  retaliate  upon  Ar- 
imputed,  they  were  alone  amenable,  and  should  buthnot  and  Ambrister.  Even  if  it  were  admitted 
have  been  turned  ovdr  to  the  civil  authority.  But  lliat,  in  regard  to  future  wars,  an  J  to  other  foreign- 
the  principle,  he  repeated,  was  totally  incorrect,  I  ers,  their  execution  may  have  a  good  effect,  it  would 
^■hen  applied  to  men  in  their  situation.  A  foreign- j  not  thence  follow  that  you  had  a  riglil  to  execute 
er,  connecting  himself  with  a  belligerent,  becomes]  them.  It  is  not  always  just  to  do  what  may  be  ad- 
an  enemy  of  the  party  to  whom  that  belligerent  isj  vantageous.  And  retaliation,  during  a  war,  must 
apposed,  subject  to  whatever  he  may  be  subject,  liavt-  relation  to  the  events  of  that  war,  and  uuist, 
^iititled  to  wliatever  he  is  entitled.  Arouttinot!  to  be  just,  have  an  operation  upon  tliat  war,  and 
and  Ambrisier,  by  associating  thcmst-lves,  be-|  upon  the  individuals  only  wlio  compose  the  bellige- 
tsame  identified  with  the  Indians:  they  became  tmrjrent  party.  It  became  gentlemen,  then,  on  theotiier 
enemies,  and  we  had  a  right  to  treat  tiiem  as  we  side,  to  shew,  by  some  knowny  certain,  and  r.  cog- 
could  lawfully  treat  the  Indi  ins.  These  positions!  nized  rule  of  public  or  municipal  law,  that  the  ex* 
were  so  obviously  correct,  that  he  should  consider  iecution  of  these  men  was  justified.  Where  is  it? 
it  an  abuse  of  the  patience  of  he  committee  tolHe  should  be  glad  to  see  it.  We  are  told  in  a  pa- 
consume  time  in  their  proof  They  were  supporieai  ptr,  emana  ing  from  the  department  of  state,  re- 
by  the  practice  of  all  nations,  and  of  our  own.  Ev  !  centiy  laid  before  this  house,  distinguished  for  the 
erypage  of  history,  in  all  limes,  and  the  collection  j  fervor  of  its  eloquence,  and  of  which  the  honorable 
of  every  member,  furnish  evidence  of  their  truth. Igentleman  from  .VI  ssachusetts  h.is  supplied  us  in 
l^et  us  look  lor  a  moment  into  some  of  the  consr-l  part  with  a  second  edition,  in  one  respect  agreeing 
quences  of  this  principle,  if  it  were  to  go  to  Europe,!  with  the  prototype,  that  they  both  ought  to  be  in- 
aanctioned  by  the  approbation,  express  or  impliea.i  scribed  to  the  American  public— we  are  justly  told 
of  this  house.     We  h.tve  now   in  our  armies  proba-i  in  that  paper,   that  this  is  the,;?;«r  instance  uf  the 


bly  the  subjects  of  almost  every    European  powi;r 

^Some  of  tiie  nations  of  Europe  maintain  the  doctrine 

of  perpetual  allegiance.     Suppose  Britain  and  Auk- 


t-xiicution  of  persons  for  the  crime  of  instigating 
Indians  to  war.  Sir,  tlieie  are  two  topics  which,  iu 
Europe,  are  constantly  employed  by  the  friends  anil 


rica  in   peace,  and  America   and    France    at    war.  iviinions  of  legitimacy   ag.unst  our  country.     Tli_ 

Tlie   former   subjects   of  England,  naturalized    or  one  is   an  inordinate   spirit  of  aggrandizement of 

unnaturalized,  are  captured  by  the  navy  or  the  ar- 1  coveting  other  people's  gools.     The  other  is   the 
iny  of  France.     Wliat   is  dieir  condition.'  Accor- 
«liiig  to    the   principle   of    general   Jackson,     they 


would  be  outlaws  and  pirates,  and  linble  to  imme 
diate  execution.  Were  gentlemen  prepared  to  re- 
turn to  their  respective  districts,  with  tnis  doctrine 
in  their  mouths,  and  to  say  to  their  Irish,  English, 
Scotch,  and  other  foreign  constituents,  that  you  are 
liable,  on  the  contingency  supposed,  to  be  treated 
as  outlaws  and  pirates? 

Was  there  any  other  principle  which  justified  the 
proceeding?  On  this  subject,  he  said,  if  he  admired 
the  wonderful  ingenuity  with  which  gentlemen 
sought  a  colorable  pretext  for  these  executions,  lie 
w.is  at  the  same  time  shocked  at  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples advanced.  \Vii.it  s^tid  the  honorable  gentle 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Holmes)  in  a  coll 
address  to  the  committee?  Wliy,  that  these  execu- 
tions were  only  a  wrong  mode  of  doing  a  right  tlung. 
A  wrong  mode  of  uoiiig  aright  thing!  In  wiiat  code 
of  pui)lic  law;  in  what  system  of  ethics;  nay,  in  wha: 
rebpeclable  novel;  where,  if  the  gentleman  were  to 
tak«  tlie  ran^^e  of  the  whole  literature  of  the  world, 
will  he  find  any  sancliint  for  a  principle  so  mon- 
strous? He  would  Illustrate  its  enormity  tjy  a  single 
case.  Suppose  a  man,  being  guilty  of  robbery,  i.s 
tried,  coiukmned,  and  executed  for  murder,  iipor. 
an  indictment  for  that  robbery  merely.  The  Judgt- 
is  arraigned  for  having  executed,  contrary  to  law,  a 
l.uinan  !if;iiig,  innocent  at  heart  of  the  crime  for 
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treatment  which  we  extend  to  the  Indians.  Against 
both  these  charges,  the  public  servants,  who  con- 
ducted at  Ghent  the  negotiations  with  the  British 
commissioners,  endeavored  to  vindicate  our  coun- 
try, and  he  hoped  with  some  d':'gree  of  success. 
What  Will  be  the  condition  of  future  American  ne- 
gotiators, when  pressed  upon  this  head,  he  knew 
not,  after  the  unhappy  executions  on  our  southern 
border.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seem- 
ed on  yesterday  to  read,  with  a  sort  of  triumph,  tiie 
names  of  the  commissioners  employed  in  the  nego- 
tiation at  Ghent.  Will  he  excuse  me  for  saying, 
that  I  thought  he  pronounced,  even  with  more  com- 
placency and  with  a  more  gr.acious  smile,  tiie  first 
n  line  in  the  commission,  than  he  emphasized  that 
of  liie  humble  individual  who  addresses  you.  [Mr. 
Holmes  desired  to  expl  in.]  Mr.  C  said  there  was 
no  occasion  for  explanation;  he  Was  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied. [Mr.  H.  however  proceeded  to  say  that  his 
intention  was,  in  pronouncing  the  gentleman's  name, 
to  add  to  liie  respect  due  to  the  negotiator  that 
which  was  due  to  the  speaker  of  this  house.]  Will 
the  principle  of  these  men  having  been  instigators 
of  the  war,  justify  their  execution?  It  was  a  iiev/ 
one;  there  were  no  landm.arks  to  guide  us  in  ii:j 
idoplion,  or  to  prescribe  limits  in  its  ■.ipplicatioii,  I? 
William  I'ltt  had  been  taken  by  tlie  French  uvirr, , 
during  the  late  European  war,  could  France  have 
j'istifiably  exectitr  rj  him,  on  the  ground  of  his  havirif 


ISO 
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notoriously  insugaied  the  con'me-nial  powers  to 
war,  against  P'ritnce.  Would  France,  if  she  hud 
Stained  hei  character  by  executing  him,  have  ob- 
tained thr  smction  of  the  world  to  tiie  tu;t,  by  ap- 
peals to  the  passions  and  prejudices,  hy  pointing  to 
the  Cities  sacked,  ihe  counlnes  luid  wuste,  tile  hu- 
man lives  sacrificed  in  the  wars  which  he  lud  kin- 
dled, and  by  exclaiminp  to  the  unfortunate  cap- 
tive, yQii  miscreant,  you  monster,  have  occasioned 
all  these  scenes  of  Jcvastution  and  bloovi?  What 
had  been  ihe  conaitct  even  of  England  lovv.irds  the 
greaicst  instigator  of  ail  the  wars  ot  the  present  age? 
Ti>e  condemn.ition  of  that  dluslrious  man  to  the 
the  rock  of  Si.  Helena,  was  a  grejt  lilot  on  the  En 
glishname.  And  mr.  C.  repeated,  \vl»at  he  liad  once 
before  said,  that  if  Cliatti>.m  or  Fox,  or  even  Wil- 
liam Pitt  iumself,  had  been  prune  minister,  in  En- 
glsnil,  Bonaparte  never  had  been  so  conuemned.  On 
that  transaction  history  will  one  day  pass  its  se- 
vere b'.'tjusl  censure.  Yes,  allliotigh  Nupol  on  had 
desolated  half  Europe-  although  there  were  scarce- 
ly a  power,  however  li'imbie,  tha'.  escaped  the  migh- 
ty gl'asp  of  his  ambition;  although  in  the  course  of 
his  sjjk-iidid  career  he  is  charged  with  h.iving  com- 
mitted the  greatest  atrocities,  disgraceful  to  him- 
self and  to  human  nature,  yet  even  his  life  h  is  03cn 
spared.  The  allies  would  not,  Englmd  would  not, 
execute  him,  upon  the  ground  ot  ins  being  an  insti- 
gator of  wars. 

The  m.ode  of  the  trial  and  sentencing  these  men, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  equally  objectionable  with  the 
principles  on  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  shew 
a  forfeiture  of  their  lives.  He  knew,  lie  said,  the 
laii  !ab!e  spirit  whicli  prnmpti  d  the  ingenuity  dis- 
played in  finding  out  a  justification  for  these  pro 
cecdings.  He  wisheil  most  sincerely  that  he  wndd 
reco!!cile  tiiem  to  his  conscience.  It  had  been  at- 
tempted to  vindicate  the  Central  upon  gi-ounus 
whirh  he  was  persuaded  he  would  himself  disown. 
ll  had  been  asserted,  that  he  w,.s  i^uilty  of  a  mistake 
in  ciHin;,''  upon  the  court  to  try  them,  and  that  he 
migiit  have  at  once  ordered  their  execution,  without 
that  formality.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  such 
absolute  right  in  tlie  commander  of  any  portion  of 
otir  army.  The  right  of  retalif»tion  is  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty.  It  is  comprehended  in  the  war-mak- 
ing power  that  Congress  possesses.  It  belongs  to 
this  body  not  only  to  neclare  war,  but  to  raise  ar- 
mies, and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  their 
government.  It  was.  in  vain  for  gentlemen  to  look 
to  the  law  of  nations  for  instances  in  which  refalia 
tion  is  lawful.  The  laws  of  nations  merely  laid 
down  the  principle  or  rule,  and  it  belongs  tf)  the  go- 
vernment t>  constitute  die  tribunal  tor  applying 
that  principle  or  rule.  T^jere  was,  for  example,  no 
instance  in  which  the  death  of  a  captive  was  more 
Certainly  declared  by  the  law  of  nations  to  be  justi- 
fiable, than  in  the  case  of  spies.  Congress  has  ac- 
cordingly provided  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  a 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  spies,  and  consLqtienlly  for 
the  application  of  the  principle  of  the  national  law. 
The  legi-ilaure  had  not  left  the  power  over  spies 
uneiefiiied,  to  the  mere  discretion  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  of  iny  subaltern  officer  in  the  army .  For, 
if  tlie  doctrines  now  conlemjed  for  were  true,  thev 
would,  uppv  to  tile  comm'ndf-r  o  any  corps,  how- 
ever small,  acting  as  a  detachment.  Suppose  Con- 
gress had  not  legislated  in  the  case  of  spies,  what  { 
W'liild  havv-;  been  their  coiidilion?  1'  would  have  | 
'teen  a  cantis  omimits,  .nd  alUiough  the  public  law  1 
pronounced  liieir  aoom,  it  could  not  be  executed 
because  Congi-ess  had  assigned  no  tribunal  for  en 
forcing  that  public  law.  Nu  man  could  be  executed 
ill    '.his   free    country    wuliout    two    things    being 


[shewn:  1st    That  the    law  condemns  him  to  death; 
[and    2dly.  That  his    death    is   pronounced  by  that 
jtribunal  which  is  authorized  by  the  law  to  try  him. 
iThtse  principles  would  reach  every  man's  case,  na- 
|tive  or  foreigner,    citizen   or  alien.      The   inst-nt 
jquarters  are  granted  to  a  prisoner,  the  majesty  of 
I  the  law  surrounds  and  sustains  him,  and  he  cannot 
jlawhilly   be  punisiied  with   death,  without  the  con- 
jCurivnce    of  the    ir;o  circumst.mces  just    insisted 
I  upon      He  denied  that  any  commander  in  chief,  in 
djiis    country,  had  tliis  absolute  power  of  life  and 
j death,  at  his  sole  discretion.     It  v/as  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  all  our  laws  and  institutions.— To  concen- 
trate in  the  person  of  one  individual  the  powers  to 
make   the  rule,  to  judge,  and  to  execute  the  rule, 
or  to  judge  and  execute   the  rule  only,  was  utterly 
irreconcilable   with  pvery  principle  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  was  the  very  definition  of  tyranny  itself; 
and  he   trusted   that   this  Htnise   would  never  give 
even    a  tacit  assent  to    such  a  pr;nc-p!e.     Suppose 
the  commander  had   made   reprisals   on   property, 
would   thai  property    have  belonged  to  tiie   nation, 
or  could  he  have  disposed  of  it  as  he  pleaspd?   Had 
he  more  power,  would  gentlemen  tell  him,  over  the 
lives  of  numan  beings,  than  over  propertv!"     The  as- 
sertion of  such  a  power  to  the  commanfler  in  chief, 
wa;-  3.  ntrary  to  the  practice  of  the  government.    By 
an  act  of  Congress  which  passed  in  1799,  "vesting 
the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States" — an  act  wiiich  pas- 
sed during  the   quasi  war  with  France,   the    Presi- 
dent is  auiiionzed  to  retaliate  upon  any  citizens  of 
the  French  republic,  ihe  enornnties  which  may  be 
practised,  in  certain  cases,  upon  our  citizens — Un- 
der what  administration  was  this  act  p.issea?  It  was 
under  that    which  has   been   justly  ch.irged    with 
stretching  the  constitution  to  enlarge  the  Executive 
powers.     Even   duiing  the  mad  career  of  Mr  Ad- 
ams, when  every  means  was  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  infusing  vigor  into  the  Executive  arm,  no 
one  thought  of  cl  iming  for  him  tlie  inlierent  right 
of  retaliation.     He    would  not   trouble  the   House 
with  reading  another  law,  which  passed  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  after,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  under  the  administration  of  that  great  con- 
stitutional  President,  the  father  of  the  instrument 
Itself,  by  which  Mr.  Madison  was  empowered  to  re- 
taliate on  the  British  in  certain   instances.     It  was 
not  only  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  insiructions 
and  to  the  uniform  practice  of  the  government,  but 
it  was  contrary  to  the  obvious  principles  on  which 
the  general  himsell  had  proceeded;  for,  in  forming 
the  court,  he    had  evidently    intended  to  proceed 
under   tiie  rules    and   articles   of    war.      The  ex- 
treme namh'^r  which  they   provide  for   is  thirteen, 
precisely  that  winch  is  detailed  in  the    present  in- 
stance.— The  court  pi-oceeded,  not  by  a  b.ire  plu- 
rality, but  by  a  m.<jority  of  two-thirds.     In  the  gen- 
eral orders   :ssued   from  the  adjutant  general's  of- 
fice, at    head  quarter-s,    it    is  described    as  a  court 
fuartial.     Tie  prisoners  are  said  in  those  orders   to 
have  been  tried,  *on  the  following  cliar[>es  and  sped' 
f  cations.''     Toe  court  understood  ilselt  to  be  acting 
as  I  court  martial.     I.  was  so  organized — it  so  pro- 
i-eedeci,  having  a  judge  advocate,  hearing  witnesses, 
he  written  ueteiice  of  the  miser. bie  trembling  pri- 
soner.«,  w!io  seemed  to  have  a  presentiment  of  their 
doom.     And  die  court  was  finally   uis.-olved.     The 
wnole    jiroceeding  m;-.ni'estly    sliows    that   all  par- 
lies cnnsidtred  it  as  a  court  martial,  convened  and 
acting  under  the  rules     nd  ai  tides  of  war.     In  his 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  noticing  ihe  transac- 
tion, ihe  general  says:  These   ind'Vidii.  Is  were  tri- 
ed under  my  orders,  legidhi  convicted  as  exciters 
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of  this  savage  and  negro  wip,  legally  condemned, 
and  most  justly  punished  for  their  iniqiiitips." 
The  Lord  deliver  us  from  such  legal  convic lions 
andt'ich  legul  con'leninitions;!  The  general  himself 
considered  the  laws  ot  iiis  country  to  nuve  jusliti-d 
his  proceedings.  It  was  m  vain  then  to  talk  of  a 
power  in  him  l)eyond  the  law,  and  above  the  law, 
when  he  iiiniself  does  nt  assert  it.     Let  it  he  con 


V  a  court  martial,  condemned  :md  shot.  There, 
iS  here,  was  a  violation  of  neutral  tfiritory;  there 
■he  neutral  ground  was  not  stained  with  the 
blood  ofhimwhaniit  should  h:'ve  protected.  And 
ttiere  was  another  most  unfoitur  ite  difierence, 
for  the  American  example.  The  Due  D'Enghein, 
Was  executed  according  to  his  sentence.  it  is 
Slid  by  the  def.-nders   of  X.»poleon,  that    the   diike 


cede.i,  tiial  he  was  clothed  with  absolute  auibority    had   been  machinating  not   merely  to  overturn   the 


over  the  lives  of  lliese  individuals,  and  that,  upon 
-his  own  fiat,  without  trial,  without  defence,  he 
miglit  luiv^  comm;inded  ihcir  execution.  N.iw  if 
an  absolute  sovereign,  in  any  p.irticMlar  respect, 
promulgates  a  rule  vk-hich  lie  pledges  himself  to 
observe,  if  he  siibseq'ienlly  deviates  from  that  rule, 
he  subjects  himself  to  the  imputation  of  odious 
tyranny.  If  gen.  .lacksoa  had  the  power,  without 
a  court,  to  condemn  these  men,  he  had  also  the 
power  to  appoint  a  tribunal.  He  did  appoint  a 
tribunal,  and  lie  became,  therefore,  iiiO.":il)y  oxiiod 
to  observe  and  eseci.te  the  sentence  of  lli^.t  tribu- 
nal. In  regard  to  Ainbrist.r,  it  was  wilh  grief 
and  puin  he  was  compelled  to  say,  that  h-  was  ex- 
ecuted in  defiince  of  all  law;  in  ;Ufi<ii3oe  of  the 
law  to  which  general  J.'.ck-on  hid  vcluntar.ly,  it 
}ou  please,  submitted  himself,  and  given,  by  nl.- 
appeal  to  the  court,  his  impli-d  pledge  to  observ-. 
He  knew  but  little  of  military  IjW,  and  he  had  not 
a  taste,  by  what  iiad  iuppened,  created  in  liiui  for 
acquiring  a  knowledge  ot  more;  bui  he  believtj 
there  Was  no  example  on  r^^cord,  whtre  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  has  been  erased,  :.iid  a  sentence 
not  pronounced  by  it  carried  into  ex-;CUtion.  li 
had  been  suggested  that  the  court  had  pronounced 
two  sentences,    and   that    the  geiier;d  h  .d  a  right 


French  government,  but  against  the  life  of  its 
ciiief.  If  that  were  true,  he  might,  if  taken  in 
France,  h'.ve  been  leg  lly  execute',:.  Sucli  was  the 
oaium  brought  upon  the  instruments  of  this  trans- 
action, that  those  persons  who  liave  been  eveu 
suspected  of  participation  in  it  have  sought  to  vin- 
dicate taemselves,  from  what  they  appear  to  have 
considered  -is  i-.n  aspersion,  before  foreign  conits'. 
In  canclnsion  of  this  p;rt  of  ;he  sulject,  Mr.  C. 
-said,  liiat  he  most  chcti fully  uud  entire! •■  ;icquit- 
iir-d  geri-;ral  J:,ck.on  of  any  in'*-,itioM  to  violate  the 
laws  of  ths  countrv,  or  the  oVdigations  of  humanity, 
lie  was  persuaded,  from  all  that  he  had  heard  that 
lie  tliought  himself  equally  respecting  and  observ- 
ing both.  With  respect  to  the  purity  o''  his  in- 
■.entions,  therefore,  Ik-  W'S  disposed  to  allow  it  in 
the  most  extensive  d.grrc.  O'"  his  acis,  s:  id  Mi-. 
G.  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  wih  the  freedom  which 
belongs  to  my  station.  And  I  shnll  now  proceerl 
to  consider  soaie  of  them,  of  ih.-  most  n.omentous 
char^icter,  as  it  regards  the  distribution  of  tiie  pow- 
ers of  goveiiimen  . 

Of  ail  the  powt^rs  conferred  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  St.ites,  not  one  is  mn'e  expressly  and 
exclusively  gr  !i!ef!  than  that  i.s  to  congress  of  de- 
claring war.     The  immort^tl  convention  who  fi-.-.med 


to  select  eitlier.  Two  sentences!  Two  verdiCl-I  I  that  instrument  had  abundant  reason  for  Cjnfidmi' 
It  Was  not  kio.  The  first,  by  ueiUg  revoke  .,  was  asjthis  tremendous  power  to  the  deliberate  judgmiiit 
though  it  Ind  never  been  pronounced.     And  llu-r  ■  of  the    representatives   of  the  people,   drawn  from 


remained  only  one  sentence,  which  was  ])'M  aside 
upon  the  sole  authority  of  the  commaniler,  and 
the  execution  of  the  prisoner  or  iered.  He  either 
had  or  had  not  a  riglit  to  decide  upon  the  fite  oi 
thai  man,  witiiout  the  intervention  of  a  court.  If 
he  had  the  right,  he  waved  it,  and,  having  vioLteci 
the  sentence  of  the  court,  there  was  brought  upon 
the  judicial  administration  of  the  army  a  reproach, 
which  must  occasion  tiie  most  lasting  regret. 

Ho v/ever  guilty  these  men  were,  they  sliould  not 
have  been  condemned  or  executed,  without  the  au- 
thority of  tlie  liW.  He  would  not  dwell,  -t  tliis 
time,  on  the  eftect  of  these  precedents  in  foreign 
countries,  but  he  would  not  pass  unnoticed  (heir 
dangerous  influence  in  our  own  country.  Bad  ex 
amples  are  generally  set  in  the  cases  of  bad  nuMi, 
and  often  remote  from  the  central  government.  I 
was  in  the  provinces  were  laid  the  abuses  and  the 
seeds  of  the  ambitious  projiC"s  which  overlurnea 
the  liberties  of  Rome.  He  beseeched  the  commit- 
tee not  to  be  taken  captive  by  the  charms  of  elo- 
quence, and  the  ajjpeals  made   to  our  passions  and 


every  page  of  history.  It  was  there  seen  that  na- 
tions are  often  precipit.iteJ  into  ruinous  war  from 
folly,  from  pride,  from  ambition,  and  from  the  de- 
sire of  military  fame.  It  was  believed,  no  :oubt,  in 
committing  this  great  subject  to  tlie  legislaiure  of 
the  union,  we  should  be  safe  from  the  m.>d  w.irs  that 
h-tv*  afflicted  and  desolated  and  ruined  other  coun- 
tries. It  was  supposed  thtt  before  any  war  was  de- 
clared the  nature  of  the  injury  compliined  of  would 
be  CiirefuUy  ex.imined,  the  pov,-pr  and  resources  of 
the  enemy  estimated,  and  tlie  power  and  the  resour- 
ces of  our  own  country,  as  well  as  th^  probable  is- 
sue and  consequences  of  the  war.  It  was  to  guard 
our  country  against  precisely  that  species  of  rash- 
ness, which  has  been  mimifested  m  Florida,  tliat  tiie 
consUtution  Wis  so  framed.  If  then  this  power, 
thus  cautiously  and  clearly  be.stowed  upon  Congress, 
has  been  assumed  and  exercised  by  anv  other  func- 
tionary of  the  government,  it  is  cause  of  serious 
alarm,  and  it  became  that  body  to  vindicate  and 
maintain  its  authority  by  all  the  means  in  its  power, 
and  yet  there  are  some  gentlemen,  wlio  would  have 


our  sympathies,  so  as  to  forget  the  fundamental  i  us  not  merely  to  yield  a  tame  and  siicnt  acquies- 
principles  of  our  governments.  The  influence  of  alcence  in  the  encroachment,  but  to  pass  even  a  vole 
bad  example  would   often  be  felt  when  its  authors  of  thanks  to  the  author. 

and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  were  On  the  25th  of  Mirch,  18i8,  Mr.  C.  continued, 
no  longer  remembered.  He  knew  of  but  one  analo-  the  President  of  the  United  States  communicated  a 
gous  instance  of  the  execution  of  a  prisoner,  and  i  message  to  Congress  in  lelation  to  the  Seminole 
that  had  brought  more  odium,  than  almost  any  oth- ]  war,  in  which  he  declared  thst,  although,  in  the 
er  incident,  on  the  unhappy  emperor  of  France,  i  prosecution  of  it,  orders  had  been  given  to  pas.'? 
He  alluded  to  the  instance  of  the  execution  of  the  into  the  Spanish  territory,  ^ hey  were  so  guarded 
unfortunate  member  of  the  Bourbon  house.     He  Iiad   as   that  the  local  authoritiee  of  Spain  should   be 


sought  an  asylum  in  the  territories  of  Baden.  Bo- 
naparte dispatched  a  corps  of  gen  d'annes  to  the 
place  of  his  retreat,  seized  him  and  brought  liim 
to  the  dungeons  of  Yiacenneij-    He  was  there  tj-ied 


respected.  How  respected  .-'  Tiie  President,  by  the 
documents  accompanying  the  message,  the  order< 
themselves  which  issued  from  the  uepii  Iment  of 
war  to  the  commanding  general,  Ivad  aiSur^d  the 
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preserve  thf»  command  of  t!ie  seas.  If  the  fl:>etot' 
Denmark  fell  inio  the  enemies  linnd^,  combined 
with  his  other  fleets,  that  command  miglit  be 
rendered  doubtful.  Denmark  had  only  a  nomi- 
nal ir.deppnJence.  She  was,  in  truth,  sijbject 
to    his    sway.       We  said  to    her,   t;ive     us  your 


legislature  that,  even  if  the  enemy  should  take  sil^•!• 
tei  under  a  Spanish  fortress,  tlie  fortress  w  «s  not  to 
be  attacked,  but  the  f:«cl  to  be  reported  to  th  tl  de 
partment  for  further  orders.  Congress  saw,  tiiere- 
fore,  that  there  was  no  dantjer  of  violating  the  ex- 
isting peace.     And  yet,  on    the  same  -25th  d.iy  of 

March,  (a  most  sini;;ular  occurrence  of  dates)  i  fieet;  it  will  otherwise  be  t.'iken  n'>ssession  of 
when  the  representatives  of  the  pe;)ple  receive  this  ;  by  your  secret  and  our  open  enemy.  We  will  pre- 
solemn  m-issai^e,  announced  in  the  presence  of  the  |  serve  it,  and  restore  to  you  whenever  the  danj^er 
nation  -md  in  the  face  of  the  worhl,  and  in  the  midst  j  shall  be  over.  Denmark  refused.  Copenhairen  was 
of  a  friendly  nepotiat ion  with  Spain,  does  general  |  bomb.irded,  gallan'.ly  defended,  but  the  fleet  was 
Jackson  v,^rite  froni  Ins  head  qu  irters,  that  he  shall  j  seize.i.'  Every  where  the  conduct  of  Eni,'land  was 
take  St.  ^I■^;•k3  as  a  necessary  depot  for  his  militaiy  censured;  and  the  name  even  of  the  nepotiator  who 
operations!  The  general  states,  in  his   letter,   what  j  was   employed  by   her,  and  who  was  subsequently 

'lie  mitiister  near  this  .government,  was  scarcely  ever 
pronounced  liere  witliout  coupliuj?  with  it  an  epi- 
thet indicating  his  participation  in  the  disgraceful 
tran'-ac'ion.  And  yet  we  are  going  to  sanction  acts 
of  violence,  committed  by  ourselves,  which  l)ut  too 
much    resemble  it!  What  an   imp'>rtant  d;ff  rcnce. 


he  had  heard  about  the  threat  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  and  negroes,  to  occupv  the  fort  and  tleciares 
his  purp  ise  to  possess  Iiimself  of  it  in  either  of  tlie 
two  contingencies  of  its  being  in  their  hands  or  m 
the  i)aii;ls  of  the  Spaniards.  He  assumed  a  r'..^iil 
to  judge  what  Spain  w^9  bound  to  do  by  her  trea- 
ty, and  judged  very  correctly;  but  then  he  also  as-  iton,  between  the  relative  condition  of  England  and 
sumed  the  power,  belonging  to  congress  alone,  of|  of  this  countrv!  She  perliaps  was  struggling  for  her 
determining  what  should  be  the  effect  and  conse- [e.xistence.  She  was  combating,  single  handed,  the 
quence  of  her  breach  of  engagement.  Gen.  .lack-' most  enormous  military  power  that  the  world  lias 
son  generally  performs  what  he  intimates  his  in- [eve'' known.  Who  were  we  contending  witli?  \A'ith 
^ntion  to  do.  Accordingly,  finding  S'.  Marks  }etia  few  half  starved,  half-clothed,  wretched  Indians 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  he  seized  and  occu-^ani  fugitive  si  ives.  And,  whilst  carrying  on  this 
}.  dit.  Was  ever,  he  asked,  the  just  confidence  of  inglorious  war — inglorious  as  it  regards  tiie  laurels 
the  legislative  bodv,  in  the  ass'irances  of  the  cluef  or  renown  won  in  it — we  violate  neutial  rigiits, 
magisti-ate,  iTior.q  abused.'  Tlie  Spaiiish  commander  which  tlie  government  had  solemnly  pledged  itself 
intimated  his  willingness  tltat  the  American  army  :  to  respect;  upon  the  principle  of  convenience,  or 
should  take  post  near  him,  until  he  could  have  iti-  upon  the  light  pre'^umption  that,  by  possibility,  a 
.structions  from  his  superior  officer,  and  proiDised  I  post  miglu  be  taken  by  this  miserable  combinatiori 
to  m.aintain,  in  the  mean  time,  the  most  friendly 'of  Indians  and  slave.?. 

P'=lations.  No!  St  M  ifks  was  a  convenient  post!  On  the  8:h  of  April,  the  general  writes  from  St. 
for  the  American  army,  and  delay  was  in  idniissible.  I  M  :rks,  that  he  shall  march  for  the  Suwaney  river; 
He  had  always  imderstood  thit  the  Indians  but i  tiie  do.stroyingof  the  estahdishments  on  wliich  will, 
rarely  take  or"  defend  fortresses,  because  they  are)  in  his  opinion,  bring  the  w.ar  to  a  close.  Accord- 
unskilled  in  the  modes  ofattack  and  defance  Tne'  ingly,  h.aving  effected  that  object,  he  writes,  on  the 
threat,  therefore,  on  their  part,  to  seize  on  St.  20th  of  Aprd,  that  he  believes  he  may  say  the  war 
Marks  must  have  been  empty,  and  would  probably  is  at  an  end  for  the  present.  He  repv^ats  the  same 
have  been  impracticable.  At  all  events,  wlien  Gen.  opinion  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  writter^ 
Jackson  arrived  there,  no  danger  any  longer  threat-  six  days  after.  Tlie  war  being  thus  ended,  it  might 
ened  the  Spaniard  from  the  iriiserable  fugitive  Jn-  have-  been  hoped  that  no  further  hostilities  would 
dians,  who  fled  on  all  sides  upon  his  ;tpproach. !  have  been  committed.  But,  on  the  231  of  May,  on 
And,  sir,  upon  what  plea  is  this  violation  of  orders,  I  hi;;  way  home,  he  receives  a  letter  from  the  com- 
and  this  act  of  war  upon  a  foreign  power,  attempt- 1  mandaut  of  Pensacoh,  intimatir.g  his  surprise  at 
ed  to  be  justified?  Upon  the  grounds  of  the  coo-th''  invasion  of  the  Spanish  territory,  and  the  acts 
veniencv  of  the  depot  and  the  Indian  thr-^a'.  Tne  {of  hostility  perfoimed  by  the  American  army,  and 
first  he  would  not  seriously  examine  an.l  expose,  if  j  his  determination,  if  persisted  in,  to  employ  force 
the  Spanish  character  of  iha  fort  iiad  been  tolaily  to  repel  them.  Let  us  pause  and  examine  this  pro- 
merged  in  the  Indian  character,  it  might  h.ive  hyeii 'ceedinj,'  of  the  governor,  so  very  hostile  and  afi'ron- 
pistifiable  to  seize  if.  But  that  was  not  the  fct,j  live  in  the  view  of  gen.  Jackson.  Recollect  that  he 
":md  the  bare  possibility  of  its  being  forcibly  taken  j  wis  governor  of  Florida;  that  he  had  received  no 
by  the  Indians  cou\d  not  justify  our  anticipating .  orders  from  his  superiors,  to  allov.' a  passage  to  the 
their  blow.  Of  all  lie  odious  trah^ac'ions  which  ,  American  army;  that  he  had  heard  of  the  reduction 
occurred  during  the  late  war  between  France  an  I  j  of  St.  Marks;  and  that  gen.  Jackson,  at  the  head  of 
England,  none  w.is  more  condemned  in  Europ"-  and  ;  his  army,  was  approaching  in  (he  direction  of  Pen- 
in  ihisconnlrv  than  her  seizure  of  the  fleet  of  Den-;  sacola.  He  had  seen  the  president's  message  of  the 
jnark  at  Copenhag'-n.  And  he  lamented  to  be  oblig-  25th  March,  and  rem.inded  gen.  Jackson  of  it,  to  sa- 
p  1  to  notice  the  analogy  whicii  existed  in  the  de-J  tisfy  him  th.at  the  American  government  could  not 
fences  m^de  of  th'>  two  cases.  If  his  recollection  |  have  HUthoriz»d  all  those  measures.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
did  not  deceive  him,  Bonaparte  hud  passed  the !  co'tld  not  read  the  alltisior.  m 'de  by  the  governor 
Bhin*  and  the  Alps,  had  conquered  Italy,  the  Ne-  to  tint  message,  without  feelmg  that  the  charge  of 
therlands,  Tlolhuid,  Hanover,  I,  ibcc,  :.nd  11  .mbiifg,  |  insincerity,  which  it  implied,  h  d  at  least  but  too 
and  extended  liis  empire  as  far  as  Allona  on  tiieimuch  the  ai;pearance  of  truth  in  it.  Could  the  go- 
.side  of  Denmark.  A  few  days  march  would  haveivernor  have  done  less  than  write  some  such  letter.^" 
rnrried  liim  through  Holsteiti,  over  the  two  Bits,' We  have  only  to  reverse  situations,  and  to  suppose 
thnMigh  Funen  aui  into  tlieislmd  of  Z -aland —  iiim  to  Ir:ve  been  an  American  governor.  Gen. 
What  then  was  the  conduct  of  Engla^id?  It  waS  .Iickson  says,  that  wh^n  he  received  that  letter,  he 
my  lot.  Mr.  C.  said,  to  fall  into  couvtrsation  with  no  longer  hesitated.  No,  sir,  he  did  no  longer  be- 
an inle'lUgeul  Englishman  on  this  subject.  '  \Ve;.silate!  He  received  it  on  the  2jd;  he  was  in  I\  nsa  - 
knew  (siid  iie)  that  we  were  fighting  for  our  exist- jcohi  on  the  2 1th,  an.l  immediately  after  set  liimsell 
encc.     It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  before  the  fortress  San  Catlos  d€  Barancjs,  iftdiich 
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he  shortly  reduced.  Vem,  vid'i,  vici.  Wonderful 
energy!  Admirable  promniituile.  Al;i;>!  ihat  it  had 
not  been  an  enet-gy  and  a  promptitude  within  the 
pale  of  the  constiiulioit,  and  according  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  chief  m  iglstrate!  It  was  impossible  to 
give  any  definition  of  war,  that  woiii,il  not  oompre- 
hend  these  acts.  It  w.is  open,  luidisguised,  and 
un;uithoriz?d  liostility. 

Tiie  honorable  g'entkman  from  Massachusetts 
had  endeavored  to  derive  som.e  authority  to  g-en. 
Jackson  from  the  message  of  the  president,  and  the 
letter  of  the  secretary  of  w^ir  to  gov.  Bibb.  The 
message  declaies  that  the  Spanish  authorities  are 
to  be  respected  wherever  maintained.  What  the 
president  means  by  their  being  maintained,  is  ex- 
plained in  the  orders  themselves,  by  the  extreme 
case  being  put  of  the  en^my  seeking  shelter  under 
a  Spanish  fort.  If  even  in  that  case  he  was  not  to 
attack,  certainly  he  was  not  to  attack  in  any  case  of 
less  strength.  The  letter  to  gov.  Bibb  admits  of  a 
.•similar  explanation.  When  tiie  secretary  s;»ys,  in 
Ihat  letter,  that  gen.  Jackson  is  fully  empowered  to 
bring  trie  Seminole  war  to  a  conclusion,  lie  means 
tliat  he  is  so  empowered  by  his  orders,  which  being 
now  before  us,  must  speak  for  themselves.  It  does 
not  appear  that  gen.  .lackson  ever  saw  that  letter, 
which  was  dated  at  this  place  after  the  capture  of 
St.  Marks.  lie  would  take  a  momentary  glmce  at 
the  orders.  On  the  2d  of  December,  1817,  general 
Gaines  was  forbidden  to  cross  the  Florida  line-  Se- 
ven days  after,  the  secretary  of  war  having  arrived 
here,  and  infused  a  little  more  energy  into  our  coun- 
cils, he  was  authorized  to  use  a  sound  discretion  in 
crossing  it  or  not.  On  tiie  16th,  he  was  instructed 
again  to  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  cross  the  line, 
and  pursue  the  enemj  ;  but,  if  he  took  refuse  viuler 
a  Spanish  fortress,  the  fact  xoas  to  be  reported  to  the 
department  ofiuar.  These  orders  were  transmitted 
to  gen.  Jiickson,  and  constituted,  or  ought  to  have' 
constituted,  his  guide.  Tiiere  was  then  no  justifi- 
cation for  the  occupation  of  Peiisacola,  and  the  at- 
tack on  the  Baruncas,  in  tlie  message  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  letter  to  gov.  Bibb,  or  in  the  orders  them- 
selves. Tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would 
pardon  him  for  saying  th:it  he  had  undertaken  what 
even  his  talents  were  not  competent  to — the  main- 
tenance of  directly  contradictory  propositions,  that 
it  was  right  in  gen.  J 'cksow  to  take  Fc'ns'.icohi,  and 
wrong  in  the  president  to  keep  it.  Tiie  gentleman 
has  made  a  greater  mistake  than  he  supposes  gen. 
Jackson  to  have  done  in  attacking  Pensacola  for  an 
Indian  town,  by  attempting  the  defence  both  of 
the  president  and  general  Jackson.  If  it  were  right 
in  him  to  seize  the  place,  it  is  impoiisibla  tjiat  it 
should  have  been  riglit  in  tlie  president  immediate- 
ly to  surrender  it.  We,  sir,  are  tiie  supporters  ot 
the  president.  We  regret  that  \i'e  cannot  support 
gen.  Jackson  also.  'I  lie  gentleman's  liberality  is 
more  comprehensive  than  ours.  I  approved,  with 
all  my  Jitart,  of  the  restoration  of  I'ensacola.  I 
think  St.  Marks  ought,  perhaps,  to  iiave  been  also 
restored;  but  I  say  tliis  with  doubt  and  diffidence. 
Tliat  the  pi-esideiit  thought  the  seizure  of  the  Sj)  n- 
ish  posts  was  an  act  of  war,  is  manifest  from  his 
opening  message,  in  which  he  says  that,  to  have 
retained  them,  would  have  changed  our  relations 
with  Spain,  to  do  which  the  power  of  liie  Kxccu 
tlve  was  incompetent,  con:j;ress  alone  possessing  it. 
Tiie  president  lias,  in  Uiis  instance,  deserved  well 
f)fhis  country.  He  has  taken  the  only  course 
which  he  could  Iia\e  pursued,  consistent  vvilli  tlie 
constitution  of  the  find.  And  he  defied  the  gen- 
tleman to  mike  good  both  his  positions,  that  the' 
general  vva^  iiglil  in  taking,  antl  the  nresidr^nt  rigiii 


in  giving  up  the  posts.  [Mr.  Holmes  explained. 
We  took  these  posts,  he  said,  to  ke^-p  them  from 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and,  in  restoring  tiiem, 
made  it  a  condition  that  Spain  sliould  not  let  our 
enemy  have  them.  We  snid  to  her,  here  is  your 
digger;  we  found  it  in  the  hands  of  our  enemy,  and 
hiving  wrested  it  from  him,  we  restore  it  to  you 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  take  better  cire  of  it  far 
the  future.]  -Mr.  C.  proceeded.  The  gentleman 
from  Massichuseits  W.1S  truly  uiifortiniate;  fict  m' 
principle  was  always  agiinst  him.  The  Spanish 
posts  were  not  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  One 
old  Indian  only  was  founri  in  the  ISar.uicas,  none  in 
Pensacoht,  none  in  St.  Maiks.  There  was  not  even 
the  color  of  a  threat  of  Indian  occupation  as  it  re- 
g;trds  Pens  tenia  and  the  PKirancns.  Pensacola  was 
to  be  restored  unconditiondly,  and  might,  therefore 
immediately  hnve  come  into  tlie  possession  of  the 
Indims,  ifthey  hadthe  power  and  the  will  to  take 
it  The  gentlemin  was  in  a  dilemmn,  fi-om  wiiich 
therawisno  (-sc  ipe.  H?  give  up  general  Jackson 
when  he  supported  t!ie  president;  and  give  wp  the 
president  when  he  supported  general  Jac!:son 
Mr.  C.  said  he  rejoiced  to  hive  seen  tlie  president 
manifesting,  by  the  restoration  of  Pensacola,  his 
devotedness  to  the  constitution.  Wiien  the  whole 
country  was  ringing  witii  plaudits  for  its  c:<piure, 
he  said,andlie  said  alone,  in  the  limi'ed  circle  in 
which  he  moved,  that  the  president  must  surrender 
it;  that  he  could  not  hold  it.  It  was  not  Iiis  inten- 
tion, he  said,  to  enquire  whether  the  army  was  or 
was  not  constitutionally  marclied  into  Florida,  It 
was  not  a  clear  question,  and  lie  was  inclined 
to  think  that  the  express  luthority  of  congr^^ss 
ought  to  have  been  Hsked.  The  gentleman  from 
Mass.ichusetts  would  allov/  him  in  refer  to  a  part 
ot  the  correspondence  at  Ghent  different  from  that 
which  lie  h^d  quoted.  He  would  find  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians  there  accurateh  defined.  And 
it  was  widely  variant  from  the  gentleman's  ideas 
on  this  subject.  The  Indians.  ;iCcording  to  the 
statement  of  the  Americon  commissioners  at  Ghen% 
inhabiting  the  United  Slates,  hive  a  quslified  sove- 
reignty only,  the  supreme  sovereignty  residing  in 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  They  live 
under  their  own  laws  and  customs,  may  inii.^bit 
[and  himt  their  l.mds;  but  acknowledge  the  protec- 
jtionoftho  United  States,  and  have  no  right  to  sell 
'their  lands  but  to  the  government  of  the  United 
I  States.  Foreign  powei-s  or  foreign  subjects  have 
!no  right  to  maintain  any  intercourse  with  them, 
without  our  permission.  They  are  not,  therefore, 
'independent  nations,  as  tiie  gentleman  supposed. 
Miiii'aining  the  rel  ition  described  with  them,  we 
must  allow  a  similar  relation  to  exist  between  Spain 
and  tlie  Indians  residing  witiiin  her  dominions. 
She  must  be,  therefore,  regarded  as  the  sovereign 
of  Florida,  and  we  are  accordingly  treating  with 
her  for  the  purchase  of  it.  In  strictness,  then,  we 
ought  first  to  have  demanded  of  her  to  restrain  the 
Inilians,  and,  that  fading,  we  should  h.ive  demand- 
ed a  rigiit  of  passage  for  our  aimy.  15ut,  if  tlie 
president  had  tlie  power  to  march. an  army  into 
Florida  without  consulting  Sp:iin,  and  witiiout  the 
autliority  of  Con;;ress,  he  li  id  no  povver  to  auth"ri/.e 
any  act  of  hostility  agiinst  her.  If  the  gentleman 
!iad  even  succeeded  in  shewing  \\\-\\.  an  authority 
was  conveyed  by  the  executive  to  gen.  Jackson  to 
take  the  Spanish  posts,  he  v.'ould  only  have  establish 
ed  that  uncoii^iitutioinl  orders  iuid  been  given,  aud 
thereby  transferred  the  disapprobation  from  the 
military  oflicer  to  the  ex;-cutive.  But  no  such  or-^ 
ders  were,  in  truth,  giv-'n.  'i'iie  president  iiai' 
.tcted    in  conform it\'  to  tiic  ouititvition,  wUen  he 
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forbade  the  attack  of  a  Spanish  fort,  and  when  ir. 
the  same  splrll,  lie  surrendered  the  posts  them- 
selves. 

He  would   not    trespass    much  longer  upon  ih? 
time  ot'tiie  conv.mtiee;  bu'  he  trusted  lie  should  be 


and  animate,  and  gl.rddsn  the  human  heart.  Oo- 
scure  that,  by  tlie  downtal  of  liberty  here,  and  all 
niiiikind  are  enshrouded  in  one  universal  diirkness. 
To  you,  mr.  chairman,  belongs  the  high  privilege 
ol  transmitting,  unimpaired,  lo  posterity,  the  fair 


indulged  with  some  few  refisctions  up')n  the  danger  i  cliaractor  and  il»e  lib^^rty  of  our  country.     Do   vou 
of  permitting  the  coiu'.uct,  on  whicli  it  had  been  his  {expect  to  execu'.e  tiiis  high  trust  by  tramphng',  or 

sudering  to  be  trampled,  down,  law,  justice,'^  the 


j)ainful  duty  to  animadvert,  to  i).-)ss,  uilliout  a  so 
iemn  expression  of  ih  ■  disapprobation  of  tliis  House. 
Recal  to  your  recollection,  said  he,  the  free  nations 
which  have  gone  before  us.  Where  are  they  now, 
and  how  liuve  they  lost  their  liberties.'  If  we  could 
trannort  ourselves  back  to  the  ages  wlieii  Greece 
an  1  K.jme  flourislied  in  their  greatest  prosperity, 
and  niini^Hiig  in  tiie  throng,  n.-k  a  Grecian  if  he  did 
not  f?ar  some  diring  military  chiefraiii,  covered  with 
glory,  some  Philip  or  Al'-x.mder,  would  one  day 
overdirow  his  liberties.'  No!  No!  the  confident  and 
indigomt  Grecian  would  exclaim,  we  hjve  noll.ing 
to  fear  from  our  heroe>:  our  liberties  will  i-e eternal. 
Jf  a  H  >man  citizen  had  been  .isked,  if  i»e  did  not 
I'ear  the  conqueror  of  Gaul  might  establish  a  tiirone 
upon  the  ru.us  of  the  public  lib<.rty,  he  would  iiave 
instantly  repelled  tlie  unjust  insinuatiiin.  Ye 
Greece  had  fallen,  Cxsir  ii.-d  passed  the  Kubicon, 
and  tiie  patriotic  arm  even  of  Brutus  could  not  pre- 
siTve  thi  liberties  of  his  country!  Tiie  celebrated 
M.iddm  de  Stael,  in  her  last  and  perhaps  best  woik, 
has   said,    that    in    the   V'3ry  ye.tr,  almost  the  very 


constitution,  and  tlie  rights  of  other  people.'  Hy  ex- 
hibit ing  examples  of  inimmanity,  and  cruelty,' and 
ambition!"  When  the  minions  of  despotism  heard,  in 
Europe,  of  the  seizure  of  Pensacola,  how  did  they 
chijckie,  and  chide  the  admirers  of  our  institutions, 
tauntingly  pointing  to  the  demonstrations  of  a  spi- 
rit of  injustice  and  aggrandizement  made  by  our 
country,  \n  the  midst  of  amicable  negotiation.'  Bs- 
hold,  said  they,  the  conduct  of  tiiese  who  are  con- 
stantly repro.ichiiig  kings.  You  saw  how  those  ad- 
mirers wei-e  astounded  and  hung  their  he;ids.  Y)U 
s.iw,t()o,  when  that  iliiistriousinui.wiio  presides  over 
us,  &r!opied  his  p.ic.fic,  mo.ierate  and  just  course, 
hovv  tiiey  once  more  iified  up  their  heads,  with  ex- 
ultutio'i  and  delight  beaming  in  tiieir  countenan- 
ces. Ar.J  you  S..W  liow  those  millions  dieiiiselves 
W2re  finally  compelled  to  unite  in  the  general  prai- 
ses bvstowed  upon  our  government.  Beware  how" 
you  forfeit  this  e.icaUed  ch.<racter.  Beware  Low  you 
give  a  fatal  sanction,  in  this  infant  period  of  our 
republic,  scarcely  yet  two  score  ye.irs  old,  to  mili- 


iiionth,  when  the  President  of  the  Directory  declar-  I  tary  insubordination,     li -membtr  that  Greece  had 
ed  that  monar.-hy  would  never  more  show  its  fright-   her  \k  x.ndf  r,  Home  her  Cses^r,  England  her  Cr.Tm- 


ful  head  in  France,  Btiii-ip^rte,  with  his  grenadiers, 
entered  the  ])alace  of  St.  Cloud,  and,  dispersiot;, 
with  the  bayoiiei,  the  deputies  of  the  people,  delib- 
erating on  the  alifairs  of  the  state,  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  that  vast  fabric  of  despotism  which  over- 


well,  France  her  Bonaparte,  and,   that  if  we  would 

escape  tiie  rock  on  which  they  split,  we  must  avoid 

their  errors. 

How  diiTerent  has  been  tl;e  treatment  of  general 

Jackson,  and  '.iial  modest  hut  heroic  young  man,  n 
shdawcdnll  Europe.  He  hoped  not  to  be  misun-  int:ve  of  one  of  the  smallest  states  in  the  union, 
derstood;  he  was  far  from  intimating  that  General  ;  wiio  achieved  for  his  country,  on  L  ke  Erie,  one  of 
Jackson  cherished  any  designs  inimical  to  the  liber- j  the  most  glorious  victories  of  the  late  war.  In  a 
Vies  of  the  country.  He  believed  his  intentions  pure  moment  of  passion  he  forgot  himself,  and  ofi'ered 
and  patriotic.  He  th.anked  God  that  he  would  not,  an  act  of  viol,=Hce,  vvhicii  was  repented  as  soon  us 
but  he  thaiiked  him  still  more  that  he  could  not,  if  perpetrated.  He  was  tried,  and  sufl-ied  the  judg- 
he  would,  overturn  the  lib-erties  of  the  Republic,  me, ;t  pronounced  by  his  peers.  Public  justice  was 
Eut  precedents,  if  bad,  were  fr.iught  with  the  most  thought  not  even  then  to  be  satisfied.  The  press 
dangerous  consequences.  Man  has  been  described,' and  congress  took  up  the  subject.  My  honorable 
by  some  of  tiiose  who  have  treated  of  his  nature,  as  |  friend  from  ^■il■glnia,  (mr.  Johnson)  the  futhful  and 


a  bundle  of  habits.  Tiie  definition  was  mucii  truer 
when  a|jplied  to  governments.  Precedents  w^re 
ilieir  habits.  There  was  (<ne  important  difference 
iaelween  the  formation  of  habits  by  an  individual 
and  by  governments.  He  contr.acts  it  only  after 
frequent  repetit-rju.  A  single  instance  fixes  the 
habit  and  determines  the  direction  of  goveinments. 
Against  the  a'.-..rmin,i;  doctrine  of  unlimited  discre- 
tion in  our  military  commanders,  when  applied  even 


consistent  cntinel  of  thi  law  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion, disapproved,  in  that  in.stance,  as  he  do:-s  in 
this,  and  moved  an  inquiry.  The  public  mind  re- 
mained agitated  and  unappeased  until  llie  recent  .-i- 
tonemcnt,  so  honorably  made  by  the  gallant  cojU- 
modore.  And  was  there  to  be  a  distinction  between 
the  otiicers  of  the  two  branches  of  the  jiublic  ser- 
vice.' Are  former  ser\ices,  however  emineni,  to  pro- 
tect from  even  inquiring  into  recent    misconduct;' 


Vo  prisoners  of  w^r,  he  nmst  enter  his  protest.  It  J  Is  tliere  lo  be  no  limit,  no  prudential  bounds  to  the 
began  upon  them;  it  would  end  on  us.  lie  hoped  j  national  gralitude.'  He  was  not  disposed  to  censure 
that  our  happy  form  of  government  was  destined  to  j  the  president  for  not  ordering  a  court  of  inquiry  or  r, 
be  perpetual.  But  if  it  were  to  be  preserved,  it  i  general  court  martial.  Perhaps,  impelled  by  a  sense 
must  be  by  the  practice  of  virtue,  hj- justice,  by  mo-   of  that  gratitude,  he  deternnnedj  by  anticipation,  to 


deration,  by  magnanimity,  hy  gieatnessof  soul,  oy 
keeping  a  watchful  and  steady  eye  on   the  execu- 


extend  to  the   general  tiut   pardon  which   he  had 
the  undoubted  right   to  grant  after  sentense.     Let 


live;  and,  above  all,  by  holding  to  a  strict  accounta-  j  us,   said  mr.  G.  not  shrink  from  our  duty.     Let  us 


biiity  the  military  braiic!-.  of  she   |iublic  force. 

We  are  figiuiiig,  said  mr.  G.  a  great  moral  battle 
for  the  benefit,  not  only  of  our  country,  but  of  all 
mankind.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  in  fix- 
ed attention  upon  us.  One,  and  the  l.irgest,  portion 
of  it  is  gazing  with  contempt,  with  jealousy,  and 
with  envy,  the  o'.ii-r  portion,  with  hope,  wiMi  confi- 
dence, and  with  affection.  Erery  wh-.;re  the  black 
cloud  of  legitimacy  is  susp-;nded  over  the  world, 
bare  onh  or.e  brigiil  spot,  which  bre:4ks  out  from 
x'.:j  poLtical  Ijemisphye  cf  the  v.-est^  to  brighten. 


;issert  our  con.stitutional  powers,  and  vindicate  the 
iii-,tru'.neut  from   militar}'  vinlation. 

He  I, oped  genilemeii  would  deliberately  survey 
the  awful  position  on  which  we  stand.  They  may 
bear  do\w>  all  opposition;  they  may  even  vote  the 
general  the  public  th  .nks;  they  may  carry  him  tri- 
tuni)li:;nt!y  through  tiiis  hou.se.  But,  if  they  do,  in 
my  livimble  ju  Igment,  it  will  be  a  triumph  of  itie 
[jrinciple  of  insubordination — :i  triumph  of  the  mili- 
tary over  the  civil  authority  a  triumph  over  the 
powciii  of  Uub  house    u  irmniph  over  the  constl- 
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tution  of  the  land.  And  he  prayed  most  devoutly^  United Stai es — that  venerable  ^nd  enli!jht<'nedbody 
to  heaven,  that  it  might  not  prove,  in  ixs  ultimate  i  which  carried  us  through  the  revolutionary  con- 
effects  ard  consequences,  a  triumph  over  the  liber-  flirt?     What  did  they  say?     Why,  sir,  not  only 


:nnsequ 
ties  of  the  people. 

jASUAnT  20,  1819. 
iNI'.  JoH^'OW,  ofK'ntnrljy,  roSe  ir mediately  af- 
ter Mr  Clay.  He  felt  himself  oall'd  on,  h-^ving 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  which  had  bad 
this  subject  under  consideration,  and  as  one  of 
the  minority  on  the  repori  made  by  i',  to  express 
his  vi3\v.s  of  the  questions  involved  in  the  report, 
and  in.  the  pri^po<«itions  noved  by  w^'y  of  amend- 
ment to  it.  Without  further  preface,  he  proceeded 
to  sta'e  thai  the  conduct  of  gen.  Jackson,  in  regi.rd 
to  t!ie  trial  and  execution  of  Arhuvhnot  and  Am- 
brister,  had  been  the  su'jeci  of  censure,  from  a 
wixcnjiceptinn  of  the  law  and  of  the  facts  connected 
with  it;  and,  particularly,  by  confounding  two  prin 
cipl?s  of  the  laws  of  nations,  which  were  in  them 
selves  separate  and  dis'inct.  The  general  order 
directing  the  execution  of  these  men  asserted, 
that  the  subject  of  any  nation,  making  war  upon 
a  nation  at  peace  with  that  to  which  he  belorgs, 
is  an  outlaw  and  a  piratr;  and  Mr.  .1.  said,  it  was 
correctly  asserted.  And  the  very  same  page  of 
Vattel,  on  which  gentlemen  relied  fo-  the  support 
of  their  doctrine,  woulfl  bear  him  out  in  that  for 
which  he  contended,  and  with  wliich  gentlemen 
had  confounded  one  entirely  different.  That,  wl  ere 
persons  have  joined  the  standard  of  a  belligerent, 
th?y  may  claim  the  character  and  privileges  of  the 
belligerent  party,  was  a  principle  of  public  law, 
was  not  to  be  denied;  but,  if  an  individual  takes 
upon  himself  to  create  and  c-arry  on  a  war,  without 
authority  from  any  government,  it  was  a  principle 
equally  undeniable,  tliat  he  is  an  outlaw  and  a 
pirate — not  that  he  is  eit!  er  technically,  but  that, 
in  fact  and  by  analogy,  he  is  so  to  be  regarded.  It 
is  an  established  principle  of  ptiblic  law,  that  the 
cresv  of  an\'  vessel,  engaging  in  war  without  the 
authority  of  any  comniisiion,  may  be  treated  as 
pira  es,  and  put  to  the  sword.     If,  on  the  land,  the 


tr.at  the  commander  in  chief,  but  that  every  (;fficcr 
on  separate  command,  possessed  the  right  of  re- 
taliation, and  tliat  they  would  support  him  in  the 
exercise  of  it.  It  was  trtie,  that  Asgiil  was  released, 
for  reasons  of  policy;  but  the  right  of  retaliation 
was  fully  sustained. 

Four  months,  Mr.  J.  said,  after  the  first  blood 
was  spilt  in  the  revolution,  at  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton, and  two  months  af'er  thfe  mem'jrable  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  which  shed  such  a  lustre  upon  our 
arms,  and  nearly  a  year  before  the  declaration  of 
independence,  this  question  of  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion was  solemnly  discussed  and  settled  in  the  cor- 
respondence between  general  Wasliington  and  ge- 
neral Gag' ;  in  which  the  former  had  broadly  assert- 
ed the  right  of  retaliation,  and  declared  that  he 
should  be  governed  by  it.  In  order  to  take  from 
our  commanding  general  this  right  at  the  present 
day,  Mr.  .T.  said,  gentlemen  had  igain  blended  and 
confounded  principles  of  t!>e  laws  of  nations,  which 
in  themselves  were  entirely  distinct.  In  case  of 
individuals  in  an  army  violating  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  the  known  rules  of  war,  it  is  a  clear  principle 
that  they  may  be  punished  with  death;  and  it  was 
a  principle  equally  clear,  that  in  contending  with 
a  savage  foe,  you  are  at  liberty  to  retaliate  on  theni 
their  own  usages.  J}ut  gentlemen  had  blended 
these  powers  and  rights  with  the  right  of  reprisal: 
and  had  confounded  the  power  of  punishment  for 
military  offences  by  a  court  marti^'l,  with  the  pow- 
er* of  putting  to  instant  death  a  captive — a  right 
inherent  in  the  military  power  with  which  we  have 
clothed  the  commander,  and  the  exercise  of  which 
is  a  question  between  himself  and  his  God. 

I  rcjriice,  said  Mr.  J.  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  last  addressed  you,  has  expressed  his 
opinion  that  the  intentions  of  general  Jackson,  in 
what  he  has  done,  were  good.  I  rejoice  in  it,  sir, 
from  my  respect  for  that  gentleman,  whose  opinion 


like  course  be  puvsued,  he  who  is  guilty  of  it  is  an  jhas  with  me  more  weight  than  that  of  any  other 
outlaw  and  a  bandit,  and  may  be  put  to  the  sword,  i^'dividual;  but  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  obstinacy 
This   was   o'le   principle  of  public  law,  and  that  |  of  my  nature  will  not  permit  me  to  surrender  my 


which  gentlemen  had  triumphantly  assi  rte<l,  (and 
which  nobody  denied,)  wts  a  wholly  different  one; 
both  not  only  clearly  supported  bj'  the  authority  of 
Vattel,  but  in  the  same  page  of  that  respe:ted  and 
excellent  writer. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  tvtry 
ground  taken  by  that  man,  whose  valour  and  con- 
duct on  the  memorable  eighth  of  January,  in  the 
darkest  period  of  the  late  war,  had  caused  joy  to 
beam  from  every  face,  would  be  found  tenable  on 
piunclples  which  have  prevailed  from  tlie  com- 
mer  cement  of  civilization  to  the  present  dtiy.  lie 
pledged  himself  to  produce  chapter  snd  verse  to 
support  his  conduct  in  every  incident  of  that  war. 
He  considered  the  essential  interests  of  justice  and 


opinion  to  any  Individual  whatever. 

It  had  been  denied,  that  any  example  could  be. 
produced  of  military  execution,  at  the  fi.it  of  the 
coirmanding  geneal,  in  our  country.  Mr.  J  said 
he  would  give  an  instance,  hi  whicJi  twa  individual.* 
were  put  to  death  by  general  Washington.  Being 
given  up  by  the  revolted  state  line  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  emissaries,  sent  by  general  Cirlton,  these  men 
were  instantly  executed.  For  this  fiict,  Mr.  J.  re- 
ferred gentlemen  to  the  Annual  llegisler,  which 
now  lay  before  him. 

It  had  been  suted,  that  the  crimes  tor  whiclt 
these  men  were  executed,  were  offeiices  not  re- 
cognized by  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  J, 
denied  the  fact,  and  in  doing  so  meant  offence  to 


of  mercy  to  have  been  served  in  the  execution  of  no  one.  These  miscreants,  who  had  imbrued  their 
the  foreign  incendiaries  who  stimtih'ted  the  Indians  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  countrymen — the  in- 
to barbarities  on  our  frotitier  s-ttlers;  and  that  the  i  siigators  of  the  murders,  tlie  fruits  of  which  were 


military  occupa'ion  of  Florida  by  gener:d  Jackson 
was  justifiaole  on  the  broad  basis  of  national  law, 
and  of  sacred  duty  to  his  country.  When  g^'UiU 
m'-n  under  ook  to  say,  that  general  Jacks  in  had 
not  the  right  of  retaiia'ion,  let  them  recollect  ti.e 
case  of  proposed  re.aliation,  during  the  rev.ilu- 
tionary  war,  f  r  the  barbarous  murder  of  ca[)tain 
lluddie.  Arid  on  whom  of  the  prisoners  in  our 
power  did  the  lot  f  dl  ?  Not  on  a  miserable  interlo- 
per, but  on  capt.  .\sgill,  an  amiable  and  accomplish- 
ed ofhcei-.     What  then  9aid  the  congress  uf  the 


three  hundred  scalps  in  one  place,  and  fifty  in  ano- 
ther, although,  according  to  the  documents  read 
by  the  speaker,  it  wotild  appear  that  the  Indians 
W"=re  three  murders  in  arre^ir  of  u? — these  iu- 
divirluals  had  been  coudenmed  and  cx^-cued  iri 
CO!  f  ^rmity  to  the  letter,  if  not  to  tlie  spiri:,  of  t^c 
iau's  of  the  United  S.atrs.  Acrordiug  to  .^ur  rules 
afKl  articles  of  war,  whoever  should  relieve  the 
-nemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammut/itiou,  or 
sb.ould  knowingly  harbor  or  ]);  otect  them,  or  bold 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  were  subjected  to 
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death.  So  far  the  rule  as  to  our  army,  which  by 
subsequtnt  articles,  was  made  so  broad  as  '.o  apply 
to  the  whole  human  family.  But,  if  there  was,  in 
this  point,  any  defect  of  power,  here  came  in  the 
law  of  nations  to  supply  the  dehciency,  for  that 
which  subjects  to  de:tth  one  of  our  own  citizens, 
shall  mucli  more  subject  to  death  the  foreign  in- 
cendiary. Ex:imp!es,  in  illustration"  of  this  doctrine, 
were  plentifully  scattered  on  the  page  of  history. 


head  should  the  blood  fall,  if  you  cannot  co  itpol 
the  Indians  with  the  bible.'  I  wish  to  God  you 
could,  said  Mr.  J.  and  towards  that  oi-ject  I  will 
do,  and  have  done,  as  much  in  my  spliere  as  any 
one.  There  is  at  this  moment,  in  ihe  hcnrt  of  my 
country,  a  scliool  for  the  education  of  the  Indians 
in  the  arts  of  civil  life.  Bilt,  when  you  come  into 
contact  with  t!iem,  when  they  flourish  their  toma- 
hawk over  your  heal,  a.'-e  you  to  meet  them  with 


What  was  the  fact,  said  he,  as  to  the  trial  of  the   the  bible  in  your  hands,  and  invoke  their  obedience 
distinguished  officer  who  was  adjutant  general  of  of  tha'   holy  religion,  of  which  the  speaker  tells 


the  British  forces,  during  the  revolution  ?  Hr"  was 
convicted  on  his  oxun  confession,  aod  by  a  court  com- 
posed of  six  major  generals  and  eight  brigadier  ^e.- 
nerals  General  .Jackson,  Mr.  J.  said,  was  only  fol- 
lowing in  the  steps  of  those  who  had  gone  before. 
He  was  not  here,  he  said,  about  to  maintain  tliat  ge- 
neral .lack^ioii  was  faultless — if  lie  had  not  faults, 
he  would  not  be  human — but  he  stood  here  to  main- 
tain his  devotion  to  liis  country;  and  that,  in  the 
course  he  had  pursued  in  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  he  had  only  trodden  in 
the  footsteps  of  lit*  immortal  Washington. 

As  to  the  execution  of  the  two  Indian  warriors, 


us  ?  I  s!;ould  be  the  last  to  raise  the  sword  against 
them,  if  the  employment  of  such  means  would  ap- 
pe.ise  their  fury.  Experience  had  she«  n  it  would 
not;  and  it  becamo  necessary  to  meet  and  chastise 
them.  And  would  any  man  say,  that,  having  put 
down  their  hostility  by  force,  we  had  not  !i  right 
to  dictate  to  them  the  terms  of  peace  .''  We  had 
tiie  ng.'it;  and  we  made  the  treaty.  That  treaty 
received  the  sanction  of  every  part  of  tiie  govern- 
ment, this  house  among  them,  (by  ih.e  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect)  and  it  was  too  late  now  to 
disturb  it. 

But,  in  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes,  an  e.xtraof- 


by  the  exercise  of  a  summary  jurisdiction  over  I dinary  doctrine  had  been  advanced — (hat  they  are 


them,  and  the  distinction  made  between  their  case 
and  that  of  the  wliite  men,  the  reason  was  obvious 
to  every  naan  who  had  ears  and  would  hear,  or  who 
had  eyes  and  would  see.     In  relation  to  the  Indian 
chiefs,  their  color  was  sufKcient  evidence  of  their 
subjection   to  his  right  of  disposing  of  them   as 
justice  required.     Tlie  law  of  nations  clothed  him 
with  the  power  to  put  an  end  to  their  existence. 
As  to  the  stratagem,  of  which  gentlemen  had  com- 
plained, no  one  was  less  disposed   than  himself  to 
look  with  a  favorable  eye  on  such  stratagems  as 
were   contrary   to   morality.      But  there   was  no 
immorility  in  hoisting  tiie  flag  of  a  foreign  power, 
nor   iu  capturing  the  person  of  your   enemy  when 
be  unwarily  puts  himself  in  your  power.     Nor,   in 
what   had  been  done  in  I'claiion  to  these  ladians, 
was  there  any  violation  of  humanity  or  of  ptiblic 
law.     Uo  tliey  meet  iis  in  honorable  combat  ?  said 
■  Mr.  J.  In  the  case  of  tiie  iniforvunate  Mrs.  Garret, 
did  they  meet  us  in  honorable  conflict  there.? — 
Wlien  they  burnt  the  seaman  alive,  w'.om  they  had 
previously  tarr<^d  and  feathered,  did  ihey  meet  us 
in  open  combat  ?     Was  the  war  one  in  which  Gi c^k 
met  Greek,  or  an  American  met  the  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  any  civilized  nation  ?     If  it  were,  the  course 
of  general  Jackson,  t,Q  far  f'r  un  receiving  approba- 
tion, would  deserve  execration.     But,  considering 
the  treacherous  enemy  he  iiad  to  cope  with,  and 
tlie   object  of  his  measmi;s,    which   was   to   give 
security  to  the  frontier,  and  to  save  the  waslt^f'ul 
expeiiiliture  of  the  blo'jd,  and  even  of  the  treastire 
of  tlie  nation;  when  1  think  on  this,  said  Mr.  J.  I  do 
not  censure  gen.  .lackson;  btil,  as  before  my  God, 
I  give  him  .my  lhu;iks,     Jlul  for  liis  ene.-gy,   wliat 
Would  have  been  liie  cons  •']ie.ice  ?     The  fro  .tier 
of  Georgia  would   liave  been   deluged   u  iili  blood, 
as  it  has  been  oi.ce  before,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cjbb)  woiiUl  again  have  called  upon 
lis,  with  a  voice  of  patriotism,  and  a  vrjice  of  tl, un- 
der, too,    to  pay    the  gallant  Georgians  for   going 
against  the  Seminoles. 

With  reg.'rd  to  tlie  treaty  of  fort  Jackson,  Mr. 
J.  stid,  he  siioi.d'l  enter  in'o  no  long  argument,  but 
he  diff'erel  exceedingly  froiii  his  iiO!ior..ble  col- 
league. II  .ve  we  not  a  rigl»t,  said  he,  to  dictate 
ttrms  lo  a  conquered  enemy  i*  W.is  imt  the  war 
wliicli  w.is  tei  nilnated  by  that  treaty  an  uiiT)rovoked 
War.''     Was  it  not  instigate<.l   atfainst  us,  nod  with- 


to  be  considered,  in  every  respect,  in  negociating 
with  them,  as  independent  naiiont;.  What,  then, 
.Mr.  J.  asked,  should  we  say  of  the  treaty  of  Green- 
ville, deprivii'.g  those  tribes  with  whom  it  was  m.ide 
of  all  the  superior  rights  of  sovereignty  f  What 
was  to  become  of  the  declarations  of  our  com- 
missioners at  Ghent,  where  the  British  government 
demanded,  as  a  sine  qua  iion,  that  we  should  not 
only  ackuovvJed;.;e  the  independence  of  the  In- 
dians, but  should  establish  certain  boundaries  wilii» 
in  which  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Indians  should 
never  be  soid  lo  us  f  With  what  indignation  had. 
that  proposition  been  met!  Tlie  Indians,  Mr.  J. 
said,  were,  in  fact,  mere  tenants  at  sufl'erance:  not 
that  he  would  treat  tliem  with  harshness — for  he 
never  would.  That  the  principle  that  we  have  a 
right  to  occupy  the  ceuntry,  independently  of  the 
qualified  right  of  the  Indians,  was  recognized,  not 
only  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  but  by  the  treaty 
with  Spain  herself,  w  iO,  in  t!ie  treaty  of  1795, 
stipulated  to  keep  the  Indians  within  her  boundaries 
from  disturbing  our  frontiers.  And  yet,  after  all 
this,  it  was  contended,  that  we  had  been  fighting 
with  a  sovereign  and  independent  power. 

As  to  tiie  war,  the  constitutionality  of  which  had 
been  doubted,  Mr.  J.  said,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  not  only  authorized,  but  it  waa 
his  bounden  duty,  to  make  war  on  the  Seminole 
indians.  Admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that, 
beyond  otu'  boimdary,  they  were  to  be  considered 
as  exercising  a  sovereign  and  independent  authori- 
ty. Wiiat  Would  gentlemen  gain  by  Uiat  admission  ? 
If  it  were  true,  had  we  not  a  right  lo  trace  them 
t;i  their  strong  holds,  even  in  a  neutral  country  ? 
On  that  point,  the  expositurs  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions were  not  silent.  It  was  there  laid  down,  that 
you  may  ptu'sue  a  retreating  enen.y  into  a  neutrai 
country,  if  the  government  of  liiat  country,  either 
from  pi.rilality  lo  him,  or  from  inability  to  jjrevent 
it,  .shall  not  Slop  the  progress  of  tue  retreating  ar- 
my. 

Now,  as  to  another  point,  which,  perhaps,  con- 
sidering it  as  too  delicate,  the  mdiiary  commitiee 
liad  not  thought  proper  to  approach.  Mr.  J.  said 
he  sliould  be  deterred  by  no  such  motive,  from 
exmiiuing  the  que.siion  of  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent to  prosecute  this  Indian  war,  and  from  censur- 
i  ing  him,  if,  in  doing  so,  he  usurped  power,  or  ex- 


oui  cause  on  ihe  p;u-t  of  the  Indians.'     O.i  whose  icecdcd  his  duly.     As  early  as  the  year  1787,  the 
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congress  had  aiuhoriaed  the  static  un^  of  troops 
on  the  fro'itier,  to  protect  it  from  ihe  Indians,  and 
the  cdling  o\n  of 'he  militia  for  the  same  purpose. 
And  tills  power  had  been  acted  on  from  year  to 
year,  until  the  law  of  1795  settled  the  point  con- 
clusively, that,  without  a  declara'ion  of  war   by 
congress,  the  president  had  the  right  to  make  war 
upon  the  savages;  or,  in  the  words  of  the  law,  on 
the  Indian  tribes.     Let  us,  said  Mr.  J.  look  at  our 
own  powers — and  how  ue  have  discharged  them — 
ins  ead  of  attempting  *o  divest  other  branches  of 
the  government  of  their  powers.     What  was  our 
duty  ?     To  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia— for 
whai  .'     To  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  to  repel  invasion.     I^  was  on  that  princi- 
ple that  the  power  was  granted  to  the  executive  of 
this  ciuntry  to  chastise  the  ruthless  savages  for 
individual  murders,  or  for  murders  committed  with 
their  combined  force.     Has  the  president,   then, 
said  Mr.  J.  violated  his  authority  ?    Certainly  not. 
And  if  you  t.ike  from  him  this  authority,  which  he 
has  s)  rightfully  exercised,  what  is  to  be  become 
of  our  citizens  on  the  frontiers  ?     The  iieart  of  our 
country    might   be  penetrated,    and  the  savages 
besiege  otir  very  doors,  whilst  we  are  making  long 
speeches  about  the  policy  and  humanity  of  repres- 
sing their  hostilities.     Had  such  been  the  case  in 
the.  recent  instance,  either  from  a  defect  in  the  law, 


from  him  but  by  treason  or  the  imputation  of  im- 
proper motives.  Do  we  not,  said  Mr.  J.  stand  in 
need  of  military  fame  ?  Do  we  not  want  it  to 
secure  us  respect  in  Europe  ;'  Do  w6  not  want  it 
at  home  ? 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  touch  upon  the  opinion 
of  his  honorable  friend  and  colleague — for  whona 
h-^-  felt  not  only  friendship,  but  affection — that  these 
incendiaries  were  put  to  death  without  necessity. 
He  argued,  that  though,  after  destroying  .Mic- 
kasuky  and  burning  the  Suwany  to\^n9,  general 
Jackson  thought  the  war  was  at  an  end,  he  was 
afterwards  convittced  he  had  been  mistaken;  so 
much  so  that  he  had  foitnd  it  necessary  afterwards 
to  go  to  Pensacola,  and  to  leave  two  companies 
to  scour  the  country  around  itj  wlio  were  now 
fighting  gallantly  against  the  savages,  who  would 
have  deluged  the  country  in  blood  but  for  these 
measures.  It  was  kind,  if  not  just,  to  gen.  Jack- 
son, to  take  the  reasons  which  he  himself  assigned 
as  tlie  ground  of  his  measures.  He  stood  before 
this  hotise  not  only  as  a  great  captain,  but  as  a 
man  of  sound  sense  and  discretion.  Gentlemen  ' 
had  said  the  war  was  at  an  end.  But  how  many 
of  the  enemy  had  been  killed  ?  Look  to  the  fact^ 
in  relation  to  the  power  of  the  enemy.  They  yet 
existed,  when  the  senence  of  death  was  carried 
into  effect  against  Arbttthnot  and  Ambrister,  in  a 


or  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  the  people  would  force  of  greater  amount  than  that  which  general 


liave  said,  our  government  is  a  rope  of  sand,  and 
the  blood  and  treasure  spent  in  its  establishment 
has  beeii  lavislied  in  vair.i.  According  to  the  first 
word  of  military  command,  a  little  varied,  it  is 
iTiide  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  take  cure  that 
the  laws  of  the  Union  are  executed,  and  that  invi 
sion  is  repelled;,  and  for  this  purpose  he  may  use 
the  regular  or  mditia  force  of  the  country.  Would 
it  not  be  an  invasion,  to 'lave  our  helpless  women, 
and  the  infant  descendants  of  those  who  have 
fought  our  battles,  butchered  by  the  indisci  iminate 
tomaha  vk  and  scalping  knife  .'  And  would  it  not 
be  a  violation  of  tiie  laws  of  the  country,  to  perniii 
the  hands  of  the  Indian  to  be  embrued  in  the  blood 
of  our  citizens  } 

It  had  been  represented,  in  palliation  of  Indian 
hostility,  and  in  derogation  from  the  justice  of  the 
wav,  that  individu:»ls  of  the  wlutes  had  stolen  cattle 
belonging  to  the  Indians.  If  such  were  the  fact, 
Mr.  J.  said,  was  it  not  known  that  these  offeiideri 
might  be  individually  punished .'  But  was  it  no; 
known  that  the  character  of  Indian  war,  unless 
where  the  Indians  had  in  some  degree  received  the 
light  of  civilizition,  was  indiscrii'iinate  murder? 
Did  not  president  Washington  make  war  on  them 
for  eleven  years,  frjm  1783  to  1794,  without  an 
express  authority  by  law  for  doing  so  .'  When 
tl<e  gallant  Scott,  of  Kentucky,  led  his  Kentucky 
brethren  against  the  Indian  enemy,  was  it  in  con- 
eequence  of  a  formal  authority  to  make  war,  or 
under  an  appropriation  for  the  expense,  merelj, 
of  the  expedition  >  And  if  we  were  not  at  liberiv 
to  pursue  tiiis  course,  in  what  condition  would  bt 
placed  the  unfortunate  settler  on  the  frontier  of 
Georgia,  in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  and  in  Michi- 
gan ? 

If  he  was  justified  in  right  and  in  the  strictest 
interpretation  of  law  in  what  he  had  done,  as  M:. 
J.  contended  gen.  J.  was,  he  could  not  see  on  wlut 
principle  so  great  a  hostility  was  raised  against 
one  of  t!ie  most  distinguished  otTicers  of  ihe  coun- 
try;  who  had  borne  the  helmet  in  the  front  of  bat- 
tle in  fighting  its  cause;  whose  every  o.iject  w.is 
the  good  of  his  cnintry— an  I  who  enjoyed  the  af 
fection  of  I'le  country  in  a  degree  not  to  be  taken 
ScF.  TO.  Vol.  XV.  a 


Jackson  had  with  him.     Look  at  the  communica- 
tion of  Arbuthnot,  stating  their  force  to  be  3,500 
men:  suppi.'se  these  instigators  of  the  war  had  been 
suffered  to  remain  and  go   at  large— suppose  the 
be'iign   influence  of  mercy,  in  the  breast  of  this 
honorable    and     respectable     court    martial,    had 
weighed  down  the  scale  of  jus  ice^  and  these  men 
had  been  discharged,  what  would  have  been  the 
situation  of  the  fro:)  ier  of  Georgia  ?     Would  it  not 
have  been  the  same  as   during  the  British   war  ? 
These   ignorant  savages    were  deluded   by  their 
abettors  into  a  belief  that   they  were  competent 
to  cope  with  the  forces  of  the  United  Slates.     Of 
the     welve  chiefs   who   signed  the  p  vver  of  at- 
torney to  Arbuthnot,  though  two  had  been  hung» 
there  yet  remained  10,  and  3,000  men  who  formed 
their  command,  to  make  battle  against  our  forces 
under  the  instigation  of  the  miscreants  who  had 
before  stimulated  them  to  war  against  us,  and  to 
their  own  ultimate  ruin,     Mr.  J.  .vas  proceediig  to 
shew   that  these  men  deserved  the  name  of  mis- 
creants, when,  on  suggestion  of  a  gentleman  near 
him,  he  gave  way  for  a  moment— 
And  the  committee  rose. 

Thursday,  Jan.  21. —  Mr.  JoHNSofi  resumed  the 
■peach  which  was  interrupted  by  yesterday's  ad- 
journment. He  congratulated  himself,  he  s«id, 
that  the  difference  of  op.nion  on  this  occasion  was 
not  a  factious  difference.  When  he  glanced  at  the 
characters  of  those  who  had  already  spoken  oni 
opposite  sides  of  the  question,  he  saw  with  plea- 
sure  that  this  was  no  mere  party  squabble.  He 
took  this  oppo' tunity  to  disdaim,  in  the  most 
direct  and  positive  manner,  any  intention  to  v/ound 
the  feelings  of  any  of  his  Valued  friends  who  were 
opposed  to  him  on  this  quest -on;  and^  thougii  the 
interest  and  welfare  of  tiie  community  required  r 
free  and  unreserved  discussion,  he  declared  he 
sthould  feel  \\\f  same  warmih  >  f  friendship  to  daj* 
to.viirdsgentleme  ,  as  friends  and  poluicians,  whick 
he  .'id  before  the  commencement  of  this  det3:iie. 

He  had  already  state  1,  je  siid,  thHtg.i..Ji  kson 
displayed  more  knowledge  in  the  Wilds  of  Florida, 


on  this  subject,  than  any  member  wlio  had  takeu 
part   in  iUu  discu.ssion;   and  that  ^fentlemen  h«.?. 
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.  blenHed  xwo  unnripies  in  the  lawH  of  natioi^s  toi-e- 
ther,  t!ie  disiinc  ion  beuvern  which  gen.  Jackson 
ha'J  seen  and  observed.  The  one  was  the  case  of 
Volunieers  entei'i  g  m  foreig'n  service,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  iii>proving  lliemselves  in  tlie  use  of  arms 
and  tiie  kaowledge  of  vlie  art  of  war — which  ras^ 
is  thus  stated  in  Van  el,  p.  401,  sec.  230:     "The 

*  noble  viiw  of  gaining-  instruction  in  the  art  of  war, 
•and  tiius  acquiring  a  greater  degree  of  ability  to 
'  reider  useful  services  to  their  country,  has  iu- 
'troduced  the  custom  of  serving  as  v  dun.eers 
'  even  in  foreign  .rniies;  and  the  practice  is  un- 
'douhtediy  justified  by  the  subliinity   of  the  nio- 

*  tive.     At  presen*,  vohinteers,  when  t^ken  by  the 

*  enemy,  are  trea'ed  as  if  they  belonged  to  the  ar- 

*  my  in  which  they  fight.  Nothing  can  be  more 
♦reasonable:  they,  in  fact,  join  that  army,  and 
^  unite  with  it  in  supporting  the  same  cause;  and 
'  it  niiikes  litile  ditt  rf^nc-  in  the  case  whether  tliey 
'  do    this  in  compliance   with   any  obligation  or  at 

*  the  spontaneous  imp  ilse  of  tlieir  own  free  choire." 
Such  was  ihe  case  if  Kosciusko,  of  Fayette,  and 
the  other  illustriou'j  for-iign-rs  who  ente-ed  our 
armies  during  the  rev(jhition,  w!io  were  v:  lunteei's 
in  the  best  of  causes,  but  whose  rights  would' not 
have  been  lessened  had  the  cans?  been  that  of 
despotism  and  tyranny,  instead  of  that  of  freedom 
aiul  indepe:  dence.  But  this  case  was  widely  dif- 
ferent from  thai  of  iiterlopers,  exciters  of  wars, 
and  eneiiries  of  the  human  race,  v/ho  might  be 
hang  up,  and  ought  to  be,  by  military  law,  !<s  so 
many  robbers  and  pirates.  In  the  course  pursued 
by  gen.  Jii  ks'tn,  then,  and  in  his  doctrino  to  which 
exception  has  been  'aken,  he  is  even  more  than 
bor.e  ou.  by  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  as  Mr. 
J.  shewed  by  t!ie  follivving  references:  Vattel,  p. 
400,  sec.  226  'Ev  -n  rifter  a  declaration  of  war  be- 
'  tween  two  naioifS,  if  the  peasants  of  themselves 
'commit  any    liostilities,  the  enemy  sho\  s  them 

*  no  mercy,  but  hangs  then,  up  as  he  would  so  many 

*  roobers  or  banditti.  The  crews  of  private  ships 
'of  war  stand  in  t!ie  same  predicament:  a  commis- 
'sio.i  from  the  sovereign  or  admiral  can  alone,  in 
'  case  taey  are  captured,  ensure  them  such  treat- 
'  meiu  as  is  given  to  prisoners  taken  in  regular 
'  waifare."     M  irtens,  p.  272,  b.  8.  "The  violences 

*  comuiitted  by  the  subjects  of  one  nation  agaii.st 
'  tiiose  of  another,  wiliiout  authority  from  their 
'sovereign,  are  now  looked  upon  as  robberies,  and 
't!ie  peipttraiors  are  excluded  from  the  rights  of 

*  lawful  enemies,"  Pjge  2S0  ''Those,  not  auihoriz- 
'  ed  from,   their  sovereign,  who  take  ui'on  them- 

*  selves  to  a  tack  the  enemy,  are  treated  by  him  as 
•banditti."  Ti-ge  284.  "Those  wlio  unautliorized 
'by  the  order  of  their  sovereign,  e.-iercise  vio- 
'  lences  agiinst  an  cnem}',  and  lull  into  that  eiic- 

*  my's  haiidi--,  have  no  right  to  expect  the  treat- 
'mf-ni  due  to  prisoners  ol  w^^r:  the  enemy  is  ju-^ti 
•fiabie  in  putting  them  todeaili  as  banditti."  The 
evidence  before  tlie  court  suHiciently  estHblishe>rl 
the  faets  on  wlich,  un;Ur  the  above  ;>assages  o'  the 
law  ot  nations,  gen.  .Jackson  was  authorized,  if  not 
Lou  id,  to  proceed. 

Wl.s  it  supposed  by  gentlemen,  Mr.  .T.  a'^krd, 
that  (^f  nerMl  Jackson  was  so  ignorant  of  the  lan- 
gu:ige  of  his  couitry  that  lie  did  not  understand 
the  meunng  of  the  words  "pirate  and  outlaw  .■■" — 
An  outlaw  the  convict  cer  aii.ly  was,  as  uit  of  the 
protection  of  the  sovtreig  ity  of  fircat  Britain  or 
of  any  o'her  nation.  In  relation  to  the  term  "pi 
rale  i"  it  iiad  ii'dier  meanirgs  t!..an  its  lec!  niral  one: 
there  were  pirates  on  land  as  well  as  on  the  ocean. 
We  are   not   licrt-,  said  Mr.  J.  to  enquire  whether 


ther  'le  didsubs'anti.dl.  and  lesjally  righ',  Wi.ilst 
we  are  searciiing  ou  •  law  books  and  ibraries  for 
Oiir  dfinitions,  I  hope  we  shall  not  lose  si^ht  of 
tlie  difference  between  nur  situation  and  that  of 
die  gener;il  while  in  the  fit-Id:  wh.iist  ov.v  heada 
repose  on  downy  pillows,  and  we  can  rise  up  and 
lie  do-vvn  wlien  we  pleo?e,  ho  liad  an  object  to  ac- 
complish, at  every  hazard,  and  at  every  ens',  which 
he  could  not  have  attained  if  he  h.ad  i>ot  acted  as 
he  did.  Would  you  rather,  siid  .Mr.  J  that  these 
tnen  were  livirtg  ar.d  thecotiniry  deluged  i'l  blood, 
or  that  tliose  men  should  have  suffered  according 
to  their  deserts  ?  Tliese  inen  had  been  guilty  of 
t!i;it  for  whichi  one  of -^ur  own  citizens  would  have 
been  put  to  death;*  and  they  were  prr.pe-ly  as  well 
as  legally  put  to  dea'h,  in  pursuance  of  gen  J.nck- 
son's  object,  wh.ich  v.-as,  according  to  his  insiruo- 
tions,  to  put  a  speedy  snd  eflTec'trd  end  to  hostili- 
ties so  unpi-ovoktd.  Tliese  men  livine:.  siid  Mr.  J. 
the  tomahawk  and  scalp'ng  knife,  would  h.-ive  been 
sharpened  ane'A-,  and  other  emissaries  would  have 
derived  encouragement  from  their  impunity.  An- 
swer me  this,  Mr.  Chairman—  had  you  rather  tliat 
the  MisMssippi  and  its  various  waters,  the  coun- 
try to  the  Ukes  and  beyond  tjiem  to  tb°  North 
Pole  shotdd  have  been  jeopardized,  that  New-Or- 
leans should  hive  passed  from  your  power,  into 
the  hands  of  the  British  during  the  late  war,  or 
♦hat  martial  l.iw  should  have  been  there  established 
for  a  short  time?  For  even  that  is  now  brought 
into  view,  which  contributed  so  much  to  the  plory 
as  well  US  srife'y  and  lionor  of  the  country.  If  a 
man  did  not  present  himself  in  the  attitude  of 
suspicion,  martial  law  (iid  not  affect  lilni:  I  pre- 
sume, sir,  at  least  I  hi'pe,  h;id  I  been  there,  I  should 
have  had  no  reason  to  dislike  it.  I  have  no  par- 
ticular respect  for  that  desire  of  locomotion  which 
could  not  be;ir  to  be  restrained  within  certain 
bounds  when  the  vetenivs  of  WeUi'igton  i-ere  to  be 
mfthy  the  raw  men  of  Kentucky  and  of  Tennessee: 
I  do  not  like  that  dejicnte  fastidiousn'-ss  of  martial 
law,  when  the  enemy  is  knocking  at  the  gate.  All 
men  worthy  of  the  country  would  mske  the  sacri- 
fice required  of  them  on  such  rccasions.  If,  for 
want  of  proper  energj'  on  the  part  of  the  command- 
ing gener-d,  New  Orleans  had  f  dlen  into  the  pos- 
session of  our  enemy,  wiint  would  have  befallen 
the  inhabitant^!,  independently  of  the  sacrifice  of 
property  and  lift  .'  llr'nuttj  and  h-inly  was  the  watch- 
word of  the  enemy.  liail  you  rather,  sir,  that  the 
enemy  had  s'ucceeded  in  his  object,  or  that  this 
patriot  should  have  put  military  law  in  force  }  As 
to  the  general,  wl^ose  conduct  I  am  proud  to  vin- 
dicate, s:,id  M".  1.  1  consider  him  in  the  grave  as 
to  ambition,  if  he  ever  had  any — which  I  never 
saw  in  him,  except  the  .n-tihition  to  serve  his  coun- 
try I  do  not  speak  of  him  because  he  is  living. 
and  Iha'  I  ever  expect  to  see  again  those  eyes  that 
never  winked  at  danger  wl-.en  he  was  called  upon 
to  m'^et  it.  He  has  added  to  the  military  glory  of 
his  country  n.ore,  perhaps,  than  any  other  living 
citi'^en;  nnd,  in  the  view  of  ail  statesmen  and  all 
writers  on  national  law,  the  gl  iry  of  a  nation  con- 
s'itutfsone  (f  it.t  greatest  bulwaiks  of  strength. 
I  row  come,  said  he,  to  the  consideration  of  the  . 


*Ariicles  of  war— 56.  "Wlinsoever  shall  relieve 
the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition, 
or  shall  knowingly  harbor,  or  protect  an  enemy, 
shall  suffer  death,"  ftc. 

Do.  57.  "Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of  hold- 
ing corre-pondenre  with,  or  giving  in'elligence  to 
the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suf- 
general  Jackson  used  technical  terms,   but  whe- -fer  death,"  S-.c. 
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right  of  the  president  to  make  war  on  the  savage-!; 
and  on  that  point  I  conteid,  that  w^  have  on  the 
statute  book  a  perpeluul  de'  laration  of  war  igai'St 
them.  I  hope  gentlemen  «iU  take  down  the  ex- 
pression, and  attend  to  my  explanaiioi — I  say,  we 
have  a  permanent  aid  everlasting;  declaration  of 
war — ^and  why  .''  The  reason  is  very  obvious.  I 
shall  not  differ  from  gentlemen  a.s  to  tlie  policy 
and  jusuce  of  observing  the  duties  of  hum<nity  to 
wards  ihat  nnforuiiate  peiple.  God  forbid  that  a 
drop  of  Indian  b!oo'!  should  be  spilt  rxcei^t  on 
the  principles  of  clvi!ize>l  man.  ■  But  the  president 
would  be  wanting  in  Lis  duly  to  his  country  and 
to  his  (iod  if  he  did  liot  u^e  the  strong  arm  of 
power  in  putting  down  the  savagps  by  tlie  force 
he  is  aulhorizfd  to  employ,  if  they  cannot  be  put 
down  by  t!ie  prect-pts  of  oui-  holy  religion;  and 
congress,  had  they  not  passed  su'-.h  a  statute,  woidd 
be  wanting-  in  duty  to  theic  country.  Do  t'le  In- 
dians ever  declare  rjar  against  their  enemy.''  Di 
they  embody  themselves  and  engage  in  open  con 
ii'ci  with  their  adver.sary,  or  do  tUey  come,  like  a 
thief  in  the  night,  and  carry  d^ath  to  the  unfor- 
tunate women,  to  the  aged  anl  infirm  men,  and 
tile  children  whom  they  meet  in  their  incursions  ? 
Is  or  is  not  tb'.t  the  univers^^l  practice  .-'  Let  his 
tory  answer  the  question.  Sliould  we,  und;  r  these 
circumstances,  have  acted  rightly,  to  ti,ke  no  pre 


♦^hat,  b-       bv    hw  a  '  '  t*^       '"O   sii'uti   •'  s  t    e 

right  and  boundcn  duty  of  the  executive  to  carrv 
on  war  against  the  savaj>e  tribes  wh  n  they  tc^fc 
up  arms  against  us,  Mr.  .T.  s  id,  he  would  pass  on 
to  the  po'-er  of  genera'  J.irk  =  on,  ■  s  romraaoditig 
gener..!,  to  do  what  he  did  in  relation  to  these  two 
incendiaries. 

Ai  d.  first,  he  referred  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
rPvolutio'i.iry  congress,  in  the  case  of  capt  Huddie, 
which  he  r^ad  as  follows: 

'Beit  declared,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  Tbat 
'the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander- of  R 
'  separate  army,  is.  in  virtue  of  the  power  vsted 
'in  them,  respectively,  fully  author  zed  and  ean. 
'powered,  wlienever  the  eriemy  shill  commit  an 
'  act  of  cruelty  or  violence  contrary  ♦o  the  Ihws  or 
'  usage  of  war,  to  demand  adequate  satisfur'tion  fir 
'  the  same,  and,  in  cas"  such  satisfactio'^  shall  not 
'  be  given  in  a  reaso'^ahle  or  limited  time,  or  shitll 
'be  rffused  or  evaded  under  any  p'-etence  wh.Tt- 
'  eve-,  to  cause  suiuhle  retaliation  forthwith  to  be 
'  made,  and  the  United  Sates,  in  congress  as- 
*  serahlod,  will  support  them  in  such  measures.' 

T  itis  it  appears  to  hnve  been  sol"mnlv  estab- 
lished a*  that  earlv  date  of  our  history,  not  only 
that  the  commandi'^g  genera!,  btit  eve-y  d^m- 
mander  of  a  separate  army,  was  vested  wi'h  the 
power  of  retaliation.     Mr.    .T.   next   quoted   from 


caut'on,  but  f>ld  our  arms  in  listless  ap  thy,  U'mII  jLcMdru m's  history  of  the  revolutio'»  (p'^ge  226) 


roused  by  the  Indian  yell  ?  O  ir  predecessoi's  too 
well  knew  their  duty  to  do  tliat.  As  eirly  as  1787, 
and   fariher   back  if  it    'Aere  necese.-u-v   to  tr»ce, 


the  rorr'^spon'^ence,  in  tlie  commencement'  •'>f  'he 
\v:ir,  h''t\7epn  gpner^!  Washinirton  und  the  'V.'':ish 
general  G'lge,  and   read  the  following  passage  of 


provisions  of  the  samerature  as  those  now  existing,  Igeneral  Washington's  letter   to   general    G:<ge  at 
vere   enacted   by   the  venerable  congress  of  tiie   Cambrilge: — August  11,  1775- 


confederation.  By  various  statutes  tlie  same  pro 
visions  liad  been  c'sntinued  to  the  pr-^sent  (l:<y 
Tlie  statute  gave  to  tlie  president  a  discretimary 
power  to  em.ploy  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
a-^d  to  call  fortli  the  militia  to  repress  Ljdi  iti 
hostility;  and  gave  it  to  him  properly,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  tlie  coiis'dttuion.  Bv  tlie  constitution, 
tlte  president  is  made  commander  in  clii^f  of  tlie 
army;  and  it  is  m.i'le  'lis  duty  to  t.ake  care  that  tlie 
laws  are  executed,  to  suppress  insurrections  and 
repel  invasions:  and,  by  the  same  instrument,  it  is 
nvide  our  dtity  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to   be  employed  in   these  objects.     That 


'The  obligations  arising  fr-'m  the  right  of  liu- 
'  manity,  a''e  universally  binding,  except  in  the  case 
'  of  ret^'la'ion. 

'My  duty  no'v  mak-'s  itnecPs«arv  to  ap~>fise  vou,  ' 
'that,  for  the  future,  I  shall  regolate  my  conduct 
'towards  those  gentlemen  of  vour  army,  who  are, 
'  or  may  be  jn  our  possession,  exartl;  by  tt^e  r'de 
'  you  may  observe  towards  thosa  of  ours,  who  may 
'  be  in  your  custody. 

'If  severity  and  hardship  mark  the  line  of  youv 
"=  cmduct  (painful  as  it  may  be  to  me")  your  prison- 
'  ers  will  feel  its  eflTects;  but  if  kindness  and  hvi- 
maniiy  are  shewn  to  ours,  T  shall,  witli  pleasure. 


power  has  been  exercised  in  tlie  manner  which  |' consider  those  in  our  h mds  only  as  unfortun  ite, 
will  be  shewn  by  the  lav/  of  the  United  States,  i'and  they  shall  receive  from  me  that  treatment  to 
[Mr.  J,  here  requested  the  clerk  to  read  the  statute   '  which  the  unfortunate  are  ever  entitled.' 


to  wliich  -le  alluded;!  and  it  was  read  accordingly.] 
Now,  Mr  J.  snid,  he  thought  this  was  a  declara- 
tion of  war  of  at  least  equal  dignity  to  tie  manner 
in  which  the  savages  make  war  against  us,  and  to 
the  light  in  which  we  view  them.  We  treat  t'.em, 
it  is  true,  and  we  ouglit  to  treat  them,  wi'h  hu 


Here,  said  Mr  .T.  the  •evoluii'^n  w  s  commenced 
with  the  assertion  of  the  principle,  and  terminated 
with  its  rccLgniiion.  It  was  solemnly  cofirmed  by 
the  illustrious  revolutionary  conr^r-'-ss,  who  were 
afraid  that  the  act  of  mercy  in  regard  to  cnptain 
Asgill  might  be  presu^ned  to  dis-  rm    their  co"^- 


raanity;  we  have  given  them  privileges  beyond  all  i  manding  general^  of  the  power  of  retaliation.  On 
other  nations — but  we  reserve  the  right  to  repel  this  subject,  having  shewn  that  the  pow°r  had 
their  invasions,  and  to  put  to  deu'h  muiderers  and  'never  before  been  questioned,  but  from  the  earliegl 


Violators  of  our  peace,  whether  Indians  or  white 
men. 

Hiving  attempted  to  prove  that  gen.  Jackson 
was   correct  in  his  principle  of  puhlic   law,   and 


date  invariably  asserted,  it  was  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  more. 

Are  you  afraid,  said  Mr.  .T.  of  ynur  military  com- 
manders ?  Let  us  cease  to  anpotnt  and  maintain 
;hem — let  us  fold  our  arms,  and  see  who  will  figlit 
our  ba'tle';.  But  if  we  must  continue  to  use  our 
muskets,  rifles  and  ranron  to  defend  ourselves  from 
Sec.  1st.  That,  wlienever  the  United  States  sliall   violence,  the  power  of  directing  their  management 


fThe  following  was  the  D:;.rt  of  the  act,  passed 
Feb.  28.  1795,  wiiich  was  read: 


be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion 
from  any  foreign  nation  or  I.idian  tribe,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
call  forth  such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  state  or 
states  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  or 


must  be  trusted  somev/here.  If  general  .Tackson 
he  unworthy  of  his  station,  it  is  in  our  power  to 
ilisplace  him.  Have  ice  n  A  almo'^t  omnipotent 
•lower  ?  And  if  we  were  not  men  of  honor  ,nd 
integrity,  loving  wisdom,  virtue  and  our  country. 


scene  of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel  Imirlit  /t-e  not  aWuse  power  and  orostrale  liberty  i" 

'Take  frot 


:h  invisioD,  &.c. 


ram  the  general  the  power  of  immediateiy 
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heading  our  army  in  the  field,  and  it  must  be  re 
posefi  SDmewhere  else.  "When  at  war,  will  yo" 
attempt  in  person  to  lead  your  armies  to  battle  ? 
Or,  wlien  armies  are  contending  and  blood  is  flow- 
ing, are  our  generals  to  send  lo  congress  to  know 
whether  they  sliall  exercise  the  power  of  retalia 
tion^  or  whether  ihey  sl>all  give  or  refuse  quarter  ? 
The  pi.wer  oust  be  committed  to  the  commanders 
of  your  armies,  and  if  you  are  afraid  to  confide  il 
to  ihem,  you  can  have  no  army — f>r  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  we  are  to  marcli  *o  Mickasuky  or  to 
Siiwaiiy,  to  fi:?ht  the  battles  of  our  country.  Oiher 
duties  are  assigned  to  us;  and  if  we  assume  those 
wFiich  belong  to  other  departments,  the  separation 
of  powers  in  our  government  is  a  merenuUity. 

Gentlemen  dwelt  <m  the  danger  of  acting  on  the 
principle  of  iiecessity.  Mr.  J.  admitted  it.  But 
V'us  necessity  alone  tlie  tyr&nl's  plea — or  was  it 
the  plea  of  the  good  man  as  well  as  the  tyrant? 
And  is  the  guqd  man  lo  fold  his  arms  and  say, 
necessity  is  'he  tyrant's  plee;  and  I  will,  therefore, 
surrender  tliis  right  and  this  power  which  com- 
menced with  ,he  foundation  of  (he  earth  and  is  as 
old  as  time  itself?  .Mr.  j:  said,  he  was  the  advocate 
of  mercy,  not  of  cruelty;  but  it  was  of  a  mercy 
compatible  witli  justice,  ancj  not  that  mistake\> 
clemency  which  is  in  its^df  cruelty.  Jus- ice  o  igh 
not  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  pursuit  of  mercy.  If 
it  is,  the  founda'ajiis  of  our  gover  imeiit  msy  be 
overturned,  and  our  weakness  and  imbecili'y  will 
invite  that  fn*e  which  has  overtaken  the  nntions 
that  have  passed  away.  1  it,  said  he,  of  the  Cac  rs, 
the  Philips  and  the  Cromwells  alone  we  have  rea- 
son to  he  afraid  ?  Let  us  rather  avoid  the  treat- 
ment  of  an  u^gratefu!  country  to  Belisarius — let 
Usavoid  'he  examph'  of  tlie  banishmen'  of  A"i-tid"s 
— le'  us  rather  fea'*  to  take  from  our  aged  wnri'ior 
the  only  recompense  he  asks  or  cm  receive  f^r  iiis 
services — the  gratitude  of  his  country.  Is  there 
no  danger  of  this  ?  Has  not  the  time  arrived,  in 
which  we  have,  reason  to  apprehend  it  ?  Joab, 
iiotwithsta'oding  his  fidelity  to  David,  wis  slain  at  I 
the  horns  of  the  altur;  and  Saul  cculd  not  bear  to 


by  statute.  What  was  admitted  public  law,  what 
was  indeed  the  common  law  of  the  world,  could 
gain  no  strength  by  being  embodied  in  the 
teclinical  phrases  of  statute  law.  T'lie  principle  is 
tmiver.sal,  that,  in  figh  ing  against  saVHges,  you 
may  ineet  them  with  their  own  weapons,  und  put 
any  individual  of  them  to  death.  On  the  ground 
of  reprisal  the  same  right  exists.  On  this  point, 
Mr.  J  quoted  the  following  passages  from  Vattel, 
page  24,  sec.  14- 

"There  is,  however,  one  case  in  whicli  we  may 
'refuse  to  spare  the  life  of  an  enemy  who  has  s'^r- 

•  rendered:  it  is  when  tlie  enemy  has  been  guilty 
•of  some  enormous  br-^ach  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
'  and  parlicula*ly  when  he  lias  violated  the  laws  of 
« war." 

"When  we  are  at  war  with  a  xivage  nation,  who 

•  observe  no  rules,  and  never  give  quarter,  we  may 
•punish  tiiem  in  tlie  persons  of  any  of  their  pto- 
'  pie  whom  we  take,  (these  belonging  to  the  num- 

•  ber  of  the  guilty)  and,  by  this  rigorous  proceed- 
'  ing,  endeavor  to  force  thenj  to  respect  the  law  of 
'  humanity." 

"If  tlie  hostile  general  has,  without  any  justrea- 
'  son,  caused  some  prisoners  to  be  hanged,  we 
'  hang  an  equal  number  of  his  people."  Id.  sec. 
'142 

'•In  time  of  war,  a  prisoner  of  war  may  some- 
'  times  be  put  to  de-iih,  in  order  to  pimish  a  nation 
•that  has  violated  the  laws  of  war."  Mortens,  pyge 
268,  sec.  3. 

"I'  is  lawful  for  a  general  to  put  prisoners  to 
'death;  1st.  when  sparing  their  lives  would  be 
'  inconsistent  with  hi«  own  safety;  2d.  in  cast-s 
'  where  he  has  the  riglit  to  exercise  the  talio,  or  to 
•make  reprisals;  3d.  when  the  crime  committed 
'  by  thos;'  who  f  11  into  his  hands  justifies  the  tak- 

•  ing  of  tiieir  lives.'''     Id.  page  283,  sec.  4. 

Xotwithst-iiiding  t'le  diR'e-ence  of  ipini.m  which 
was  here  entprtained,  Mr.  J.  snid,  it  was  fortun.le 
for  general  .lackson,  the  evening  of  whose  life 
would  be  chepred  by  the  recollection  of  the  plaudits 
of   a  grateful  people,  and  a  consciousness  of  his 


hear   the  praises  of  the  gallant  cipt  in    who  had   own  services,  that  he  did  not  violate,  in  this  cas 


slain  Goliath.     I  am  equally  afraid,  with  the  spea 
ker,  of  the  ambition   of  a  Caesar,  or  a  Napoleon, 
should   such  arise,  but  I  am  more  afraid  of  that 
sickliness  of  feeling  towards  convicted  incendiu-ies 
which   would   shew  itself  in  ingratitude    towards 


the  rights  ol'  captives,  nor  inflict  punishment  on 
innocent  men,  but  on  the  most  guilty  of  the  guilty. 
VVr.erever  severity  is  not  absolutely  necessary, 
clemency  may  become  a  duty,  liut  here  clemency 
had   no  claim  to   interpose.     There  could  be    no 


him  who  has  risked  his   all  in  the  service  of  his   harshne-s  or  severity  in  putting  to  death  two  in- 


country,  and  has  done  for  it  so  much.  What 
reward  does  this  gillant  captain  ask  of  his  coun- 
try ?  Does  he  desire  wealth  ?  No;  he  fought  tor 
glory,  for  liberty,  for  his  country:  he  expected  at 
least  her  gratitude — and  now  it  was  proposed  to 
hold  him  up,  as  an  example  to  all  mankiid,  of  the 
danger  of  incurring  responsibility  in  the  service 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  case  of 
major  Andre,  which  was  a  strong  example  of  mili- 
tary execution  in  the  face  of  gFeat  diffictilties:  ma 


cendiaries,  when  tlie  rest  of  tlieir  confederates  and 
deluded  f-illowers  we:-e  suffered  to  roam  at  large. 
Ins'ead  of  bestowing  our  commiseration  on  the 
guilt V,  who  suft'ered  deatli  for  their  crimes,  said 
Mr.  J.  we  should  open  our  bosoms  to  the  bleeding 
wounds  of  our  own  country,  and  thank  Heaven  they 
have  bjen  staunched  by  the  vigorous  arm  of  an 
energetic  commander. 

As  to  the  necessity  of  putting  these  men  to  death, 
mr.  .T.  said  he  thouglit,  when  he  said  there  was  not 
a  shew  of  necessity  for   it,  we  ought  to  hear  what 


ior  A.  having  come  in  with  a  flag,  &c.  and  the  i  gen.  Jackson  himself  had  to  say  on  that  subject.  It 
treason  of  .\rnold  only  involving  "him  in  guilt  —  !  vvould  be  seen,  that  he  had  connected  the  c.-ipture 
What  WAS  the  fate  of  that  gallant  and  .lisMnguls'ie.l  i  of  these  two  men  with  his  ahdity  to  return  liomc; 
young  man?  And  who  was  the  inlividtial  who  that  it  was  tills  .'circumstance  whicli  he  considered 
brought  him  to  ths  bar  of  justice,  and  rigcu'ouslv  as  putting  a  period  to  the  Wur,  they  benig  the  pro- 
f:>ecuted  on  him  tlie  sentence  of  a  court  martial"?  motors  of  it,  &c.  Mr.  J  tiien  rea  I  the  tullowmg  pas- 
iVhatwasthe  foundation  of  the  procpedings  of  the;  sag'-s  from  gen.  .lacksou's  letters: 
board  of  fourteen  general  officers,  who  condemned  |  •These  individu.ils,  (Arbulhnot  and  Ambrister) 
hinrj  to  death  ?  It  was  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  |  were  tried  under  my  orders,  by  a  special  court  ot 
VPo'n  the  magnanimous,  open  and  honorable  con- j  select  odicers;  leg:illy  convicted  ;is  exciters  ot  this 
jes 
jlei 

m 


po'n  the  magnanimous,  open  and  honorable  con- j  select  odicers;  leg:illy  convicted  as  exciters  ot  inis 
F-saiqti  of  the  prisoner  himself,  that  he  was  con-j  savage  and  negro  war;  legally  condemned;  an. 1  most 
emn'ed.  It  was  no  reason  why  we  should  divest  ^  justly  punished  for  their  ini(iuilies.  The  proceed- 
[jraelyes  of  this  right,  that  it  v/ai,  not  rcGOgui^ei  '"in-s  ot  the  court-inarli.a  tu  the  case,  with  t.ie   vo;- 
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lume  of  tesi imony,  justifying  their  condemnHtion, 
present  scenes  of  wickedness,  corruption,  and  bar- 
barity, at  wliicli  tlie  heart  sickens." 

"I  hope  the  execution  of  these  tv/o  unprincipled 
villains  Will  prove  an  .iwful  example  to  the  world, 
and  convince  the  government  of  Great-Britain,  as 
well  as  her  subjects,  that  certain,  if  slow,  retribu- 
tion awaits  those  unclirisUaii  wretches,  wlio,  by 
false  promises,  dehiue  and  incite  an  Indian  tnoe  to 
all  the  horrid  deeds  of  savajj^e  war." 

"So  long  as  the  Indians,  within  the  territory  of 
Spain,  are  exposed  to  the  delusions  of  ^'nlse  pro- 
phets, and  poison  of  foreign  intrigue;  so  h)ng  as  ihey 
can  receive  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  &c.  from 
pretenied  traders  and  Spanish  commandants,  it 
VS'ill  be  impossible  to  restrain  their  outrages." 

Mr.  J.  askid,  whether  this  reasoning  was  false  or 
correc';  whether  it  was  founded  on  nutter  of  h<ct, 
or  on  CVhat  was  not  facti'  If  it  was  true,  lie  should 
like  to  heu"  gentlemen  answer  it.  Nine  tenths  of 
the  Indians  were  left  in  the,r  own  countiy,  and,  if 
proper  precaution  was  not  taken,  the  same  scenes 
as  iiad  already  been  exhibited  would  be  acted  over 
again.  G^n.  J.ickson  at  one  time  thougiit  the  war 
was  at  an  end,  .uid  that  he  might  go  hoiiie.  But  he 
found  he  was  mistaken,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
to  scour  the  country  west  of  the  Appalachicola;  and, 
after  he  got  into  it,  he  was  obliged  to  take  Pensa- 
cola  before  he  could  conclude  the  war. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  was  it,  indeed, 
as  had  been  sai  1,  a  contest  for  a  burning  ground 
and  X  few  cattle?  It  was  for  about  ten  or  fifieen  mil 
lions  of  acres  of  1  md.  It  was  not  a  common  In- 
dian war,  in  which  Wr>  could  iiave  dispensed  with 
rigorous  proceedings.  One  of  two  alternatives 
We  were  obi  gfd  to  take;  either  to  admit  that  we 
had  made  a  'reity  with  the  savages  which  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  country,  md  cede  back  to  die  Creirk 
nation  of  Indians  from  ten  to  fifteen  mdiions  of  acres 
of  land  which  the  people  of  Georgia  are  now  prepar- 
ing to  occupy  and  cuUivate;  or  to  hold  on  to  it,  and 
put  down  the  Indian  war  by  force.  This  was  not 
a  common  petty  larceny  war,  in  which  a  few  indivi- 
duals were  murdered;  but  it  was  a  solemn  decla- 
ration of  war  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  mr. 
Arbuthnot  was  the  author  of  it.  Mr.  J.  here  quo- 
tedArOuthnol's  letter  to  gen.  Mitchell,  Indian  agent, 
in  which  he  says:  "Sir,  King  Hatchy,  the  head  chief 
of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  has  culled  on  me  to  re 
quest  I  would  represent  to  yon  the  cruel  and  op- 
pressive conduct  of  the  American  people  living  on 
the  borders  of  the  Indian  nation,  &.c.  But,  far  from 
any  stop  being  put  to  their  inroids  and  encroach- 
ments, they  are  pouring  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time. 
Thus  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  take  up 
arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  lawless 
invaders,  8ic.  In  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing 
you,  sir,  in  beludfofthe  unfortunate  Indians,  be- 
lieve me,  1  liave  no  wish  but  to  see  an  end  put  to 
a  war,  which,  if  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eventu- 
ally be  their  ruin;  -nd,  as  they  were  not  the  ag- 
gressors, if,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  th^y  com- 
mitted any  excesses,  that  you  will  overlook  them, 
as  the  just  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  against 
an  invadinj  foe." 

Sir,  when  this  letter  was  written,  lieut.  Scott  and 
his  detacliment  had  been  destroyed,  the  women 
butcliered,  and  tlie  children's  brains  dashed  out  a- 
gainst  tlie  side  of  the  boat.  These  were  what  he 
calls  the  just  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit!  Wiio 
would  pronounce  innocent  the  man  wlio  made  this 
declaration  on  the  part  of  the  enemy!  Did  Arbuthnot 
supply  the  Indians  vvitli  intelligence.''  Was  he  at  Fort 
St.  Marks,  identified  with  the  Spanish  commiinder! 


Did  not  the  commandant  of  St.  M^rks  make  con' 
t-actswlih  the  Indians  to  go  and  steal  cattle  from  the 
Georgians.'  Let  documents  answer  these  questions. 
l)il  tlie  tsvelve  chiffs  say,  in  their  letier  to  the  go- 
vernor of  tha  Bahamas,  that  they  had  consulted  the 
commandant  ol  St.  Mnrks;  and  did  not  the  comman- 
dant himself,  approving  that  letter,  sanction  the 
call  upon  the  British  for  aid  to  fight  against  the  go- 
vernment of  the  [Jhiled  States'  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  were  we  prepared  to  recede  fif- 
teen millions  of  acrc-s  of  country  conquered  from 
a  foe  who  had,  without  provocation,  assailed  our 
frontier  and  deluged  our  country  with  blood,  at  a 
mom  lit  wiien  we  were  engaged  with  a  powerful  fo- 
reign enemy.''  Suivlv  not.  .Mr  J  said  he  defied  any 
gentleman  to  prove  a  single  "instance,  except  by  the 
asseverations  of  tlie  Indians  theniselves,  in  which 
our  people  had  plundered  or  murdered  any  of  the 
Indians  without  our  having  ende.; voted  to  detect 
and  punish  tliem.  He  defied  them  to  prove  any  act 
of  ag.^ression  on  them,  except  those  alleged  to  "have 
been  conprnilted  in  our  territory,  which  we  conquer- 
ed, and  which  was  ceded  totiie  United  States;  and 
over  which,  therefore,  the  Indians  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion. Is  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  we  had  been  com- 
pelled to  recede  the  land  to  them,  there  would  have 
been  some  sort  of  apology  for  their  murdering  our 
citizens,  as  trespassers,  &c.  But,  as  it  was,  no  such 
plia  could  be  set  up,  and  gentlemen  knew  it — and 
tlr-  Indians  knew  it  too. 

With  ivipect  lo  the  taking  of  Pensacola,  the  last 
point  in  oid'^r,  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  been  gratified  to 
find  that,  whilst  gener.d  Jickson   was  said  to  have 
viokted  his  duty   (though  previous  or  subsequent 
orders  sanctioned  all  he  had  done)  there  was  a  free 
admission,  on  all  hands,  that    we  owed  nothing  to 
Sp  lit),  noi  withstanding  this  very  violent  aggression 
and  hosulity  committed    on  her  territory.     Why 
thl>,  VI     J   said,  was  giving   up  the  question;  that 
being  the  ground  on  which  lie  acted,  and  on  which 
justificadon  was  plead   by  the  administration   and 
by  himself.     Was   there   no    possible  case,  mr.  J. 
asked,  in  which  a  general  ought  to  act  for  liimself!* 
Ifhe  had    returned  home   without  having  visited 
Pensacola,  after  what   had  passed,  he   would  have 
made  a  cowardly  retreat;  which  is  not  his  habit— 
for  victory  never  failed  to  follow  his  arms.     What 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Pensacola^ 
He  had  refused  a  passage   up   the  Escambia   of  the 
vessels  carrying    provisions  for  the  support  of  our 
troops  on  the  territory  of  Spain,   where  they  were 
found,  because  Spain  either  had  not  the  power   or 
had  not    the  will    to  maintain  for  her  territory  the 
character  of  neutrality — and   where  they  were,  fur- 
ther, under  the  positive   orders    to  go.     Was    this 
all,  said  mr.  J.  that  the  governor  of  Pensacola  did.i" 
No:  he  threatens  lo  drive  our  forces  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  from — where.'  Where  the   puivsuit  of 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  the   orders  of  the  execu- 
tive, had  carried  them.     Of  the  orders  to  go  there, 
we  were  apprized  at  the  last  session,  and  no  excep- 
tion was  taken  to  them.     What  was  the  basis  of 
the  permission  to  our    commander    to   enter    the 
Spanish  territory.'  Had  he  not  demanded  the  mur- 
derers? Was  an    ideal    line  of  tlic  3lst  degree   of 
latitude  to  lirrest  our  progress  in  pursuit  of  them? 
General  Jackson  was  in  the  performanre  of  his  duty 
when  the  challenge  was  given  to  him  by    the  com- 
mandant  of  Pensacola,  and  the  enemy   in    free  and 
ciHSlant  ingress  and  e-;ress  to  and  from  the  fort,  as 
the  documents  estaidisli.     Some  had  called  Haniblv 
a  miscreant;  but  nir.  .T.  said,    the    testimoi>y   con- 
tained in  the  p:ipers  b.Tore  the  Jiouse  was   favora- 
ble to  bins.     It  appeared  tiiat  he  kud  bcei-i   for  Iv.  o 
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years  eirleavoring  to  bring  the  Indians  into  friend- 
ship wiih  the  United  Slates,  as  they  tliemselves 
said;  bill  they  preferred  to  "stick  close  to  their  old 
friends,  the  Bitish."  Tlie  liidmns  had  undoubted- 
ly free  intercourse  with  IVnsicnl.i.  How  often, 
said  Mr.  J.  has  it  been  ])rc)cljimed  on  this  floor 
thiit  Spain  has  forfeited  her  neutral  character  and 
prostrated  her  sovereignly!  The  principle  of  self- 
defence,  as  a  rule  of  conduct  for  nations,  came  from 
the  tomh — it  sprung;  from  tlie  ashes  of  those  who 
hid  written  on  public  law  centuries  ago.  Tiie  sa- 
vages being  const mtly  nursed  and  supplied  at  Pen- 
sacold,  during  their  liostility  with  us,  it  would,  af- 
ter the  th.reat  of  the  cominiindant,  have  been  a  dis- 
grace for  gen.  J  .ckson  to  Iiave  waited  for  orders 
iVom  liis  government.  He  did  not  w.iit:  it  was  true, 
as  uny  collo  if^ue  siys,  lie  c.ime,  he  s^iw,  he  conquer- 
ed. I  lliank  mv  God  he  did,  and  *hat  the  executive 
has  not  censured  him  for  so  doing.  The  nation 
will  not,  and  1  hope  this  committee  will  not,  con- 
uemn  hiui  frr  it.  If  we  go  to  war,  we  must  exer- 
cise tlie  rights  of  belligerents,  and  the  powers  of 
sovereignty.  If  we  arc  never  to  go  to  war,  but  suf- 
fer inroads  to  be  m:Kle  on  our  bordtrs;  if  we  are  to 
invite  the  Goths  and  Vandals  to  come  and  take  our 
country  by  the  weakness  and  imbecility  widi  which 


halcyon  days  of  peace  could  last,  until  the  consuift- 
mation  of  all  things— but,  when  the  bayonet  is  at 
our  breast,  and  we  are  called  on  to  arrest  the  rava- 
ges of  a  savage  foe,  I  will  take  up  the  hatcliet,  and 
witld  it  against  them.  1  will  meet  the  foe,  and  let 
no  false  feeling  of  mercy  in  my  bosom  ex'ingui-'li 
the  obligations  of  duty  to  my  country.  This  is  the 
situation  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  what  punishment  will 
you  inflict  on  him?  Do  you  think  you  will  ever  stand 
in  need  of  the  arm  of  such  a  man  againi" — a  man, 
sir,  little  understood — violent  perhaps,  in  his  enmi- 
ties, an<i  equally  ardent  in  his  friendships — but  who, 
as  an  officer,  is  vested  with  all  the  energies  of  a 
Caesar,  or  a  Napoleon,  m  king  allowance  for  llie  dif- 
ference of  his  materials — who  meets  with  equal 
courage  and  conduct  the  Indians,  or  the  Invincible.s 
of  Wellington.  Though  he  is  thought  a  desperate 
character,  said  Mr.  J.  look  at  the  deliberation  with 
which  he  has  acted,  and  see  whether  he  has  not,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  military  duties,  maintained  his 
character  as  a  great  man  and  as  an  officer? 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  Copenhagen,  if  the 
fact  had  been  true,  insteul  of  being  supposed,  that 
the  question  had  been  presented.  Shall  France 
or  England  have  the  Danish  navy?  would  infamy 
have  attached,  as  it  has  done  to   that  transaction? 


our  government  is  alminisiered,  then  sir,  and  then,  1  Certainly  not.  Lithe  case  of  St.  Marks,  ?ilr  J.  sa.d, 
only,  let-  us  prsiiounce  censure  on  ijenerul  Jackson  jthat  post  was  virtually  in  possession  of  the  en-'my. 
and  on  the  executive  iln  regard  to  Pensacola,   every  evidence  hid  been 

What,  mr- J-  asked,  would  be  the  consequence  [  given  of  Siostility  to  us,  and  co-operation  with  our 
of  an  adirission,  by  this  hotise,  of  the  truth  of  the  |  enemy.  There  \v;iS  in  both  cases  sufficient  justifi- 
jmputations    whicli   had  been   cast  on    gen.  Jack-  cation. 

son?  There  will  be  an  obligition  incurred  to  Spain,]  As  to  the  case  of  the  K-ntuckirvn,  referred  to  by 
to  indemnify  her  for  injury  sustained;  on  our  re- i  his  colleague,  as  having  been  g'-nerally  e^cecrated 
fusal  to  do  which,  she  would  be  authorized,  if  i  for  killing  an  Indi.an  in  cold  blood,  it  had  no  refer- 
able, to  take  compensation  from  us.  The  post  is 'eiice  whatever  to  the  present  cjii?stion.  It  was  the 
surrendered,  it  is  true,  by  the  exf'cutive,  but  it  is  lease  of  an  unauthorized  individual  killing  a  captive, 
with  the  condition  of  a  force  being  put  there,  ade-JTlie  act  proved  him  a  coward;  and  it  would  be  a 
quale  to  main!  lin  the  authority  of  Spain.  Ii' gen  j  monstrous  doctrine  thit  would  make  every  indivi- 
J' ckson  be  pronounced  an  aggressor,  said  Mr  J. !  dual  an  arbiter  on  the  suhject  of  retaliation.  If  t!ie 
vou  must  agree  to  punish  him,  and  indemnity  Spain.  1  commanding  officer  had  done  the  same  act  which 
And  what  punishment  will  you  inflict,  to  gratify  .  was  done  by  the  individual,  although  a  proper  policy 
the  nice  feelings  of  old  Spain?  Are  you  prepared,  mi^ht  not  have  been  pursued,  public  execration 
wjien  you  find  the  Spanish  authoriiieS  identified  would  not  have  followed  the  act. 
with  your  savage  enemy,  and  your  general  is  order-  Mi-.  J.  here  concluded  his  observations,  by  return- 
ed by  these  authorities  to  march  from  where  the  or-  ing  his  thanks  to  the  committee  for  the  attention 


ders  of  iiis  government  had  placed  him — will  you, 
under  such  circumstances,  bring  censure  and  sor- 
row for  his  punishing  this  contempt,  on  the  grey 
I'.airs  of  him,  whose  riand  never  faltered  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty  to  his  country.  You  knew  his  cha- 
racter, sir,  when  }ou  sent  him  there,  and  knew  he 
would  finish  what  he  begun.     Suppose  he  had  dis 


whicli  had  been  paid  to  hisrem^rks,  and  expressing 
his  regret  at  having  been  obliged  to  trespass  on  their 
time  so  long. 

January  21— Mr.  Alexander  Smi'h,  (of  Virginia,) 
addressed  the  chair.  I  promised,  said  he,  wlien 
the  House  received  the  report  of  tiie  military  com- 
mittee, that  I  would,  when  the  time  for  drtcussing 


banded    his  men  at    S).Maik-i,    and  a    handful  ofj  it  arrived,  attempt  to  shew,  that  all  the  jiroceedings 
Spaniards  had  put  him  to  flight — what  then  should  i  of  General  J.ickson,  in  prosecuting  the   Seminole 


we  have  heard,  in  a  voice  of  tliun.ler,  reverbraiing 
from  all  sides  of  the  house?  Sir,  such  denunciation 
V'ould  have  ensued  from  every  part  of  the  na'ion, 
that  Jackson  must  have  siink  under  it.  Rut  victo- 
ry he  lias  achieved:  he  has  j)ut  an  end  to  an  un- 
provoked war.     Did  !  s.'V  he  had  put  an  end   to  it? 


war,  were   justified   by  the  law  of  nations.     I  will 
proceed  to  fulfil  that  promise. 

In  examining  the  proceedings  of  the  armed  force 
of  the  United  Slates  in  Florida,  I  propo.se  to  make 
these  enquiries:  1.  Have  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  been  transcended?  2.  Have  the  constitutional 
Yes,  as  far  as  any  Jiuman  could.  Hut  at  this  mo- !  powers  of  the  President  been  exceeded?  .j.  Has  Gen- 
ment  I  have  received  information  from  a  friend  all  eral  Jackson  transcended  h.is  powers,  or  violated 
St.  Mirks,  that,  the    moment    the    Indians    under-   the  laws  of  nations? 

stood  that  Florida   was  to  return  to  the  possession        I  proceed  with  the  first  inquiry:   ffave  the  rights 
o^  Spai;i,  tiiey  ceased  to  come  in,  and  were  rallying    of  f lie  United  States  been  transcended? 
ihcir  foices  ag.iln,  king  Haijo  at  their  iiead.  1      The  law  of  nations,  like  tiie  common  lawoftlie 

I  am^not  willing,  said  Mr.  J.  to  give  up  the  landlland,  is  fiiuiided  on  reason  and  usage.  To  prove 
ceded  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  J  jckson,  because  I  that  it  is  reasonable  that  a  nation  should  possess  a 
it  secures  the  set' lomeiit  of  our  tiontier.  Antl  if  j  certain  right,  is  to  prove  tliat  it  does  possess  that 
you  ofi:r  me  the  allenutlve  of  war,  1  will  take  it  in  right:  unless  it  is  shewn  that  the  custom  and  usage 
prefrr.°nce.  I  fee),  sir,  as  little  w:ir  like,  as  any  in-  of  nations  is  otherwise.  We  find  tho.se  customs 
dividual  on  earth:  I  feel  a-  if  I  never  again  wished  and  usages  in  treaties  compiled  by  writers  on  the 
to  he;ir  the  dn.im  or  trumnet's  sound;  I  wish  that  the   luv/  cf  iiationfs. 
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The  right  of  security,  or  of  self  preservation,  is  c  \ng  shaking  off  the  authority  of  Spain,  make  war 
tine  of  the  most  iinporiunt,  and  most  unquestiona- 1  on  the  Brazilians,  the  latter  would  seem  to  have 
ble  rij^hts  ot  niuons.  A  nation  lias  a  rij^nt  not  to  ; an  undoubted  right  to  invade  them  without  going 
suffer  any  other  to  obstruct  its  preserv:iiion.  This  j  to  war  with  Spam.  Should  M.xico  set  at  nought 
is  one  ot  those  rij^als  cilied  perlect  riglits.  The  |  the  Spanisli  government,  and  make  war  against  the 
defiiiition  of  a  perfect  right  i<5,  that  it  may  be  assert- 1  Unite>i  Si  ites,  the  latter  would  have  a  right  to  in- 
ed  by  force.  It  is  tlierefore  the  duly  of  the  gov- 1  vide  Mexico,  without  declaring  war  against  Spain, 
ernnient  to  preserve  the  people.  "The  safety  of  i  So,  in  ihe  case  under  consideration,  Spain  being  un- 
the  people  is  the  first  U\v.  And  we  liave  a,  right 'able  to  restrain  the  savages  of  Florida,  has  no  right 
to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  tiie  discharge  of  our  i  to  complain  tiiat  the  Uni  ed  States  have  entered 
duties.  jthat  country  to  restrain  them. 

We  have  a  right,  by  tlie  law  of  nations,  to  destroy  Tne  law  of  nations  may  be  illustrated  by  cases  in 
Iiostile  savages  residing  within  the  territorial  limits  municipal  law.  I  may  pursue  and  destroy  on  your 
of  a  neighbouring  power,  but  not  amenable  to  the  I  land  a  noxious  ammal  which  1  have  started  on  my 
civil  laws.     A  neighbouring  terntoiy  is  not  to  be-  own.     It' your  house  adjacent  to  mine  is  on  fire,  I 


come  a  sife  asylum  for  banditti,  who  carry  on  a- 
gainst  us  predatory  and  murderous  hostilities.  You 
may  not  pursue  a  fugitive  from  justice  on  the  terri- 
tory of  a  neighbouring  nation:  there  is  no  necessity 
to  authorize  you  to  do  so.  liut,  it  you  cannot  otli 
erwise  deliver  yourself  from  an  imminent  danger, 
you  may  enter  the  territory  of  a  neighbouring  pow 
er.  («)  In  short,  the  goveinment,  being  bound  to 
preserve  the  people,  has  a  right  to  all  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  people,  whatever  iliey  may 
be.  Nothing  can  dispense  with  the  obligation,  and 
nothing  can  destroy  the  right  to  the  means. 

The  right  of  necessity,  and  the  riglit  of  self  de- 
fence, are  paramount  to  all  other  rights  claimed  un- 
der llie  law  of  nations.     The  inviolabiluy  of  ambas- 


m:«y  enter  on  your  premises,  and  pull  it  down,  for 
the  preservation  of  mine.  Where  the  reason  is  the 
same  the  law  is  the  same. 

Such  being  the  right  of  tiie  United  States,  by  th? 
law  of  nations,  it  is  proper  to  inquire,  what  effect 
on  those  rights  has  been  produced  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain.  By  that  treaty 
both  pnrties  bind  tiiemselves  "expressly  to  restrain 
by  force  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions within  their  boundary;  so  that  Spain  will  not 
sutler  her  Indians  to  attack  ihe  United  States."  fdj 
Spain,  then,  is  bound  to  restrain  her  savage  sub- 
jects, and  is  liable  to  pay  all  damages  that  may  be 
sustained  by  her  failure;  and  should  she  fail,  from 
inability  >o  suppress  them,  she  is  still  bound  to  use 


•sadors,  and  even  tlie  inviolabdity  of  crowned  heads, !  all  the  means   in  her  power,  and  to  furnish  all  the 

must  yield  to  liie  security  of  nations.  laid   in  her  power,  for  that  purpose.     The  engage - 

Thus,  a  conspiracy  having  been  formed  in  1/17,  Imenis  of  a  treaty  impose  a  perfect  obligation,  and 

in  England,  contrived  by   tlie  Swedish  ambassailor,  i  give  a  pertect  rignt;  a  right  which  may,  if  necessa- 

'  to  invade  the  country  and  dethrone  the  king,  the  1  ry,  be  asserted  by  force  fej  Spain  then  agrees  and 


ambassador  was  arrested  and  his  papers  seizea;  (A) 
the  other  foreign  ministers  expressed  'heir  saiistac- 
tion,  except  tlie  ambassador  from  Spam,  who  ob 


is  bound  that  tlie  Indians  shall  be  suppressed,  and 
tlie  United  States  have  a  riglit  that  the  Indians  shall 
be  suppressed.     It  is  preposterous  to  contend  that 


served  he  was  sorry  no  other  v,a\  couia  be  fallen  on  |  because  Spain  is  umbie  to  restrain  the  hostilities 
for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  then  j  of  her  Indians,  that  therefore  they  are  to  remain 
assigned  a  sitisfactory  reason  for  adopting  ihe  mea- j  unrestrained,  when  Spain  has  agreed  that  they  shall 
sure;  ihere  was  no  other  w.ty  of  preserving  the  j  be  restrained,  and  Uie  United  States  have  a  riglit 
peace  of  the  kinglom;  therefore,  the  measure  was;  that  they  shall  be  restrained.  The  consequence  of 
necessary  for  self  preservation,   and   consequently  the  inability  of  Spain  is,  that  the  United  States  may 


lawful 

The  Speaker  (Mr. Clay)  has  questioned  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  the  country  of  the 
Seminoles  in  Florida,  to  suppress  them,  and  put  un 
end  to  their  hostile  incursions.  It  is  n  strange  doc- 
trine, that  there  is  no  way  to  put  an  end  to  tne  hos- 
tilities of  a  subject  savage  conf^munity,  whose  coun- 
try lies  within  the  territorial  limits  of  a  power  with 
which  we  are  at  peace,  but  by  declaring  war  against 
that  power,  The  law  of  nations  allows  you  to  enter 
the  territory  of  a  Ur-ulral  power  in  quest  of  an  en- 
emy. CcJ  It  is  even  still  more  reasonable  that  you 
should  |;ossess  the  right,  when  the  territory  claim- 
ed by  the  neutral  power  is,  in  fact,  the  country,  the 
residence,  of  your  savage  enamy,  where  alone  ef- 
fectual hostilities  can  be  carried  on  against  him. 

The  right  of  a  sovereign  power  to  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction within  a  territory,  is  founded  on  the  en- 
gagement to  govern  the  inhabitants,  and  restrain 
them  from  injuring  other  nations.  When  the  go- 
vernment is  no  longer  able  to  restrain  the  inhabi- 
tants from  injuring  other  nations,  they  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  attack  such  inhabitants,  and  sup- 
press them,  without  going  to  war  with  that  power 
which  has  become  too  feeble  to  restrain  them  — 
Should  Buenos  Ayres,  or  the  Handa  Oriental,   hav 


use  force  in  restraining  the  Indians  of  Spain;  and 
have  a  right  to  all  the  means  of  eflecting  that  object 
that  Spam  can  furnisii.  When  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  Spam  devolves  on  the  United  States, 
they  liave  a  right  to  the  means  of  perf  )rming  those 
duties.  Therefore,  if  the  possession  of  the  ibrts  in 
Florida  is  necessary  to  the  suppression  and  restraint 
of  those  savages,  the  United  States  have  a  right  to 
the  possession  of  them. 

The  law  of  nations  also  recognizes  the  right,  ari- 
sing from  necessity,  of  seizing  a  place  of  strength 
belonging  to  a  neutral  power,  and  putting  a  garri- 
son into  it,  either  for  defending  itself  against  an 
fnemy,  or  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  him  in  his 
designs  of  seizing  this  place,  when  the  neutral  go- 
vernment is  noi  able  to  defend  ii.  CfJ  The  treaty 
with  Sp  lin  certainly  neither  diminishes  or  weakens 
the  rights  of  the  United  States.  It  increases  and 
strengthens  them.  The  object  of  the  article  under 
consideration  is  the  suppression  of  the  hostile  sa- 
vages. This  object  is  tw  be,  and  must  be,  effected. 
Tiie  two  nations  nave  agreed  and  bound  themselves 
that  it  shall  beeffiicted;  and  that  agreement  is  as  to 
them  a  written  law  of  nations. 

Our  right  being  established,  and  the  incapacity 
ot  Spain  to  fulfil  her  obligatitHi  notorious;    the  law 


(a)    Vattel,  p.  167.  ^ 

(6)  AVard's  Lawof  Natioti^^vol.oO?. 

rcj  Vattel,  318.  v^ 


fit  J   2d  vol.    laws,  2^6. 
fej  Vattel,  182. 
CfJ  Vattel,  315 . 
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of  naiions  allowed  Hie  United  Sl.ites,  wlitn  ihey 
could  not  ob'.aiudue  satisfaciioa  oy  amicable  means, 
or  fores'iW  that  it  would  be  useless  to  try  .^uch 
means,  to  liave  recourse  to  forcible  means  in  pur- 
suit ot  their  TighXs.fgJ  Indeed,  the  right  claimed 
by  the  United  Sutes  ^vas  of  such  a  nature  that  a 
specilic  performance  or  the  agreement  to  suppress 
the  iiostilities  of  tiie  savages  was  indispensable.  If 
tiiat  could  not  be  performed  by  Spain,  it  must  be 
performed  by  ilie  United  Slates,  who  would  then 
be  entitled  to  demand  of  Spurn  satisfaction  for  her 
failure  to  perform  her  engagements. 

It  therefore  seems  to  me  th  .t  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  United  Stales  htii  a  right  to  t-nter 
Florida  in  pursuit  of  the  Seminole  savages;  to  pos- 
sess the  means  necessary  to  restrain  thsmj  and  to 
restrain  them. 

The  next  inquiry  that  I  propo.se  to  make  is.  Have 
the  coristUutiunai  powers  of  the  president  been  exceed- 
ed? 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  of 
opinion  that  there  should  have  been  a  declaration 
of  war  ugainst  tiie  bdininoles.  He  says,  "the  war- 
declaring  power  has  been  snatched  from  congress." 
Let  me  here  remark,  tliat  1  tiunk  this  objection 
would  have  come  better  from  any  oUier  quarter 
than  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  the  safety  of 
wiiose  people  tuis  war  has  been  commenced  and 
prosecuted.  I  would  also  remark,  that  this  objec- 
tion would  have  come  better  from  any  other  gen- 
tleman than  him  who  made  it;  yet  no  doubt  he 
makes  it  iu  obedience  to  what  he  now  deems  his 
duty. 

On  examining  the  journals  of  the  last  session,  I 
find,  on  the  third  of  April,  this  entry:  "On  motion 
of  mr.  Gobb,  resolved,  that  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  mditia  now  in 
service,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  called  into  the 
serviceof  the  United  States,  in  the  war  now  prose- 
cuting against  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians." 
This  was  ten  daj  s  after  the  president  h:id  informed 
the  house  that  the  army  was  author. zed  to  enter 
Florida. — An  acknowledgment  that  war  exists,  is 
a  declaration  of  war. (/j)  It  then  appears,  tiiat  at 
least  the  gentleman  and  tliis  house  have  declared 
the  War.  Another  proof  that  the  war  Was  author 
jzed  by  congress,  is  found  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  p  ly  of  mditia  emplcved  therein.  A  third  piece 
of  evidence,  which  wui  prove  b.itisfaciory  to  the 
gentleman,  is  an  act  passed  in  pursuance  of  his  re- 
solution, which  recognizes  "the  war  against  the 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,"  and  is  a  complete  de- 
claration of  war  by  congress. (j) 

But  all  this  was  uiiiieci:.s  iry  to  enable  the  presi- 
dent to  make  war  against  the  Seminok-s;  for  a  de- 
fensive war  need  not  be  declared;  the  stale  of  war 
being  sufficiently  determined  by  the  open  hostili 
lies  of  the  enemy. fj'J  <^i"i'  ^-'f  i'gunist  the  Indians 
is  defensive,  although  carried  on  in  their  country, 
because  we  suffered  the  first  act  of  violence.  ChJ 
Siiould  Spam  commeHce  war  against  us  after  the 
nsing  of  congress,  no  doubt  the  president,  with  his 
fleets  and  armies,  would  be  authorized  to  fight,  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  congress,  and  to  continue  fight- 
ing, whet.isr  the  war  was  ever  declared  or  not. 
And  we  have  given  to  the  president  a  continuing 
autiiority  to  repel  invasions  by  the  In  lian  tribes. (^/J 
CffJ  .Martens,  263,  268. 
(k)  4lh  vol.  laws,  835. 

(i)  Acts  first  session,  fifteentli  congress,  p.  94. 
CjJ  Vattel,  293. 
fkj  Martens,  273, 
flj  Jd  vol.  laws,  479. 


The  acts  of  congie.--s  under  which  the  president 
Washington  ordered  the  generals  St.  Clair  and 
Wavne  to  mvaae  the  Inuian  counlr},  merely  au- 
tuonzed  him  to  call  out  the  mditia  to  aid  m  pro- 
tecting ihe  frontiers  Irom  'he  hostile  invasions  of 
tie  Indians. f»jj  The  attack  b)  the  Indians  of 
Florida  being  an  invasion,  the  president  was  author- 
ized to  repel  it,  and  m  repelling  to  pursue  and  ef- 
fectually    o  suppress  the  invaders. 

It  oy  no  means  follows,  as  some  seem  to  suppose, 
that  because  the  president  cannot  declare  war,  that 
he  can  do  notning  tor  the  protection  of  the  nation, 
.ind  tne  assertion  of  its  rights.  Tiie  power  to  de- 
clare war,  is  a  power  to  announce  reguhr  war,  or 
war  in  form,  .against  another  power.  But  it  never 
was  intended,  by  reserving  this  power  to  congress, 
to  take  from  the  president  the  power  te  do  any  act 
necessary  to  preserve  the  nation's  rights,  and  which 
does  not  put  the  nation  into  a  state  of  war  with 
another  power.  If  congress,  in  addition  to,the  pow- 
er of  declaring  war,  assume  to  themselves  the  pow- 
er of  directing  every  movement  of  tiic  public  force 
iliat  may  touch  a  neutral;  or  that  may  be  made  for 
preserving  the  national  rights;  or  executing  the  laws 
and  treaties;  they  will  assume  powers  given  to  the 
president  by  the  constitution.  A  declaration  of 
war  against  savages  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
would  be  highly  impolitic.  It  would  be  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  independence;  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  they  may  engage  m  war  in  form;  that 
the  usages  of  such  a  war  apply  to  hostilities  with 
them;  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  treatment  of 
lawful  enemies.  1  contend  that  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  a  war  in  form  betv/een  tliis  nation  and 
a  tribe  of  American  savages.  A  war  waged  by  Ind- 
ians against  the  United  States  can  iiave  no  lawful 
object.  The  only  object  of  such  a  war  must  be 
plunder,  massacre,  destruction,  and  revenge.  And 
incursions  committed  without  lawful  authority,  or 
apparent  cause,  and  only  for  havoc  and  pillage,  can 
be  productive  of  no  lawful  effect.  A  nation  attack- 
ed  by  sucii  ^jneinies  is  under  no  obligation  to  treat 
them  as  lawful  enemies.  They  niay  be  hanged  as 
robbers  fnj  or  oandilti. 

If  ih-'  president  has  a  right  to  repel  an  Indian  in- 
vasion Without  a  declaration  of  war,  as  1  have  con- 
tended,  then  he  may  lawfully  enter  even  a  neutral  ter- 
ritory in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  without  making  war 
against  that  neutral  power;  and  consequently  with- 
out war  having  been  declared  against  such  powel": 
If  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  Spain,  there  to  suppress  the  Seminoles,  as 
I  have  contended,  then  the  president  may  assert 
that  right:  for  the  act  being  no  act  of  war  against 
S|jain,  a  declaraticMi  of  war  is  not  necessary  to  pre- 
cede or  authorize  its  pertbrmance.  The  exercise  of 
a  right  is  neitlier  wir  nor  cause  of  war;  nor  does 
the  violence  wliich  opposition  nwy  render  necessa- 
ry, make  it  war.  We  may  enter  a  neutral  territory, 
to  attack  an  enetny;  we  m-jy  seize  a  neutral  place, 
to  antici().ite  an  enemy;  we  may  pass  by  force,  when 
necessary,  tiirougii  neutral  terriior\;  yet  the  pl^ce 
or  territory  is  still  considered  neutral;  and  there. ore 
tiie  act  is  not  war.  This  rigiit  of  the  nation  is  to 
be  exercised  by  those  entrusted  with  its  protection. 
The  president  is  charged  with  the  duiy  of  assert- 
ing ttie  rights  of  the  nation,  and  he  is  fi'n-ii^hed  with 
the  means.  He  is  commmd'-r  in  '  hief  of  the  arm)  and 
Heet;  and  it  is  his  duly  to  see  that  the  laws  (wbioh 
include    treaties)   be  faithfully  executed  foj     He 


fmj  Same,  74, 102. 

fnj   V  a.ei,  29o,  ,.97. 

foj  Extract  ft  aniusp'iech  of  Mr.  Gallutin,  in  1 800, 

"I  will  also  admit  lh.>t  the  president  is  bound  to 
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may  ih^refore  possess-,  on  behalf  ot'i  tie  UnitedStates, 
whatever  anotl)er  power  by  treaty  nuihorizes  the 
United  States  to  possess.  He  may  do  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  whatever  the  law 
of  nations  or  treaties  autlioiize  the  United  Stales 
there  to  do.  He  cannot  seek  satisfaction  by  war. 
He  cannot  make  reprisals.  Bdi  he  may  assert  a  spe- 
cific right;  or  take  possession  of  a  specific  thing, 
claimed  by  the  United  States.  Thus,  tiie  president 
Mddison  took  possessum  of  West  Florida,  claimed 
by  the  Uniied  States,  and  also  by  Spain.  P-y  his 
order,  Wilkinson  took  the  fort  of  Mobde  ti-om  a 
Spanish  officer.  Force  was  to  iiave  been  use  i,  but 
the  pl.ice  was  obtained  by  capiiiiLtion.  I  doubt 
not  those  proceeaing-s  had  the  entire  approba'-ion  of 
the  speak  rr,  (  nr.  Clay,)  who  very  ably  advocaied 
the  claim  of  liie  United  States  to  that  \)vov\uce. CpJ 
T  therefore  conclude  that  all  the  right  wliicii  liie 
United  Sti'tes  had  to  do  the  acts  which  have  been 
done  in  Floridii,  is  vested  in  the  president,  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  tlie  gov -.vniiient. 

The  next  iiiqiuiy  uhicli  T  propose  to  make,  is, 
Has  gen.  Jackwu  truns<- ended  his  orders,  or  violated 
the  la-ivs  of  nations? 


In  an  ordet  issued  previous  to  all  thos'^  wliich  1 
have  quoted,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  Dcemoer,  1817, 
an<\  addressed  to  t^foeral  Gaines,  he  is  allowed  to 
march  across  thf  Florida  line,  and  attack  the  Ind- 
ians wiihiii  Its  llmus,  sliould  it  be  found  ntcessary,. 
"  unless  they  should  shelter  themselves  under  a  SpaiU 
leh  fort.  In  ihi-  last  event,  you  will  immediately 
notify  this  department."  This  event  never  did 
happen;  the  Inditns  did  not  shelter  themselves 
under  ■<  Spanisli  fori.  And  the  event  never  hav* 
ing  happ^'iied,  tlie  ordei's  are  to  ht  understood  as 
if  no  such  cl  lUse  was  contained  therpin.  This 
clause  Cfiniiot  be  construed  into  a  prohibition  to  pos- 
sess himself  of  the  forts  of  Florida,  if  necessity,  or 
liosiilities,  justified  the  commanding  officer  doing 
so,  according  to  the  law  of  nations. 

These  orders  communicated  to  general  Jackson 
all  tiie  authority  to  act  in  Florida  that  the  Pi-esi- 
dent  of  the  United  St  ites  could  confer  And  I. 
hive  contended  that  \.\\.i  President  possessed  the 
whole  authority  of  il>e  United  States  to  ilct  in  Flor- 
ida, in  the  suppression  of  the  Seminoits,  whether 
derived  from  the  law  of  nations  or  from  treaties 

I    will    consider  tiie    obj-^etions  that    have   beeri 


In  ex  iminini^  ti,is  question,  it  is  necessary  to  see,  made  to  the  proceedings  of  general  Jackson:  1.  Ini 
in  the  first  place,  wh.it  were  his  orders.  On  exam- j occupying  S:.  Marks.  2.  In  occupying  Pensacola. 
ining  the  orders  un  ler  which  gen.  Jackson  acted,  1 1 3.  In  executing  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  But 
tind  them  to  be  as  follows:  |  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  President  has  refused 

"26tli  D-c.  1817.  To  adopt  the  nccessarij  mea-\\.o  censure  or  punish  general  Jackson  for  his  pro- 
.wres  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  has  ever  been  ceedings  in  Florida;  and  thus  takes  upon  himseU" 
the  desire  of  the  presulent,  from  considerations  of  the  responsibility  for  them.  It  is  the  President  that 
huminily,  to  avoid;  but  wliich  is  now  made  necessa- 1  is  responsible  to  Congress;  and  we  should  not 
ry  by  their  settled  hostilities."  turn  aside  from  him   to  censure  a  subordinate  offi*' 

"16th  Jan.  I8l;5.  To  terminate  speeilily  the  war;cer.  h  is  against  the  President  thai  we  should  di- 
wlth  the  Sr-minoles;  and  with  kxemplak?  pcNisu-Irect  our  me.isures,  if  we  t.ke  any.  He  his  applaud- 
:mt.>t  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked;  the  honor  of  the  |  ed  general  Jackson's  motives,  and  excused  his  ac- 
United  States  requires  it."  jtions;  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  condemn  them.     This 

"29th  Jan.  1818.  To  put  a  speeds/ and  succcssfid ihovtse  may  impeach,  and  the  senate  m.ay  try  the 
term-nation  to  'he  Indian  war"  i  president;"  but  general  Jackson  is  not  responsible  to 

"6h  Feb.  1S18.  To  terminate  the  rupture  with  the !  either. 
Indians  as  sp-edily  as  practicable:  to  restore  peace  \      Let  us  see  if  General  Jackson  was  not  justifiable 
on  such  conditions  as   will   make  it /jo?iora6/e  a«d  I  in  occupying  St.  Marks.     1  have  attempted  to  sliew 


permanent.     The  honor  of  our  army,  and  the  inte 
rest  of  our  country  require  it." 

see  li.e   laws  ^nd  irealies  faithfully  execuic-U;   ana 
so  fai  as  his  powers  extend,  to  cause  them  to  be  ex- 
ecuted." 

From  a  speech  of  Mr.  E.  Livingston,  in  1800. 

"Ht-  (^tlie  president)  possesses  the  whole  execu- 
tive power.  He  holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the 
nation.  Of  consequence  any  act  to  be  performed  by 
the  force  of  the  nation,  is  to  be  performed  through 
him.  He  is  charged  to  execute  the  laws.  A  treaty 
is  a  law.  He  must  then  execute  a  treaty,  where  h 
and  he  alone  possesses  the  means  of  executing  it." 

fpj  Extract  from  mr    Clay's  speech,  on  the  oc- 
cvpation  of  West  Florida. 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  a  parent 
country  will  not  or  cannot  maintain  its  authority  in 
the  colony  ndjacent  to  us,  and  there  exists  in  it  a 
state  of  misrule  and  disorder  menacing  our  peace; 
and,  if,  moreover,  such  colony,  oy  passing  into  the 
hands  of  any  oth?r  power,  would  become  dangerous 
to  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  and  manifestly  tend 
to  the  subversion  of  our  laws,  we  h;>ve  a  rigtit,  up 
on  eternal  principles  of  self-preservation,  to  lay 
hold  of  it." 
Extract  from  gen.Jacksnns  de.':paich,2d  June,  1818 

"The  immutable  principles  of  self-defence,  jus- 
tified,  therefore,  the  occupancy  of  the  Flondas;  and 
the  same  principles  will  warrant  the  Aiaciican  go 
vernmem  in  holding  it  until  such  lime  as  Spain  can 
^uar  uitee,  by  an  adequate  military  force,  itie  main 
tainii.g  her  authority  within  the  ctJlonv." 

Su*.  TO  Voi.  XV.  '  T 


that,  as  ihe  United  States  had  been  compelled,  by 
the  delinquency  of  Spain,  to  do  the  duties  of  Spain;, 
they  were  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  means; 
and  so  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  fort  of  St, 
Marks,  as  a  means  of  restraining  the  Indians.  I 
have  niso  shewn  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  necessi- 
t\'  authorizes  the  temporary  seizure  of  a  place,  for 
preventing  the  enemy  from  seizing  this  place,  when 
tke  neutral  sovereii^n  is  unable  to  defend  i^f^J  '^  <-' 
require  that  th;-  exercise  of  this  right  should  be  pre- 
ceded by  a  declaration  of  war^  is  to  deny  the  right 
altogether,  which  is  to  take  possession  of  the  for- 
tress of  a  neutral  power.  The  Indians  and  negroes 
n\'A  threatened  to  occupy  S'  Miirks,  frj  and  pre- 
meditated seizing  tliat  po^•,  fsj  Five  liundred  of 
tiiem  had  appioached  it,  to  the  alarm  of  the  com- 
mander.(^«J  Tiie  ca.^e  in  which  it  is  justifiible  to 
seize  a  neutral  post,  existed.  The  General  there^ 
fore  stands  fully  jtistified  in  the  seizure  of  St. 
Murks.  Thus,  the  great  Frederick,  having  ascer= 
tained  the  intended  invasion  and  partition  of  his 
dominions,  by  Russia  and  Austria,  took  Dresden 
in  depot,  that  he  might  be  before-hand  with  his  eu' 
emies. 

I  will  pass  from  St.  Marks  to  the  occupation  of 
Pensacola.  The  or^Iers  of  gen.  J ack.son  were  to 
"adopt  the  necessary  measures"  to  procure  a  spee- 
dy and  effecrual  t-^i  mi'urion  -.f  lie  war.  md  -  ^  m-q 


(^qj    Vatlel,  ,)  i). 

f'  J   D  icunients,  91. 

fsj  Documents,  56,  68,81.  Luengo's  letter.« 

CtJ  L5  iv-.uments,  80. 
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on  such  terns  us  would  be  permunent,  and  honora-jnot  at  war  wuh  Spain,  although  gen.  Jackson  has 
ble  to  the  army  ami  the  Unuea  Slaves,  liut  the  exerted  some  force  against  the  governor  of  Pciisaco- 
war  could  not  be  s[jc('dil>  terniin..ttu,  if  the  Spa-  la,  on  the  declaration  of  hostilities  made  by  ths; 
nish  governor  of  Pcii-acoKi  ahcttcd,  enco«ruged,  |  latter.  Public  war  exists  between  nations.  The 
ana  supplied  the  s.ivages,  and  obf.triicied  the  airi-  j  right  of  niaking  such  a  war  belongs  only  to  the  so- 
val  of  sujjphes  for  the  American  army.  The  pos-,  veieign  power.  But  it  sometimes  happens  that  the 
session  ol  Pens.icola  was  necessary  to  the  execu-j  comni  snder  of  a  portion  of  the  aimed  force  finds,  or 
tion  of  his  orders.  I  supposes  that  he  finds,  the  exercise  of  violence  ne- 

Provisions  ma)  be  seized  by  force  when  necessa-j  ccssaiy  against  some  portion  of  the  public  force  of 
ry-CuJ  T.ieii  ;t  p')=l  muy  be  occupied  which  ob- 1  another  power,  although  no  war  exists  between  the 
stn.cis  tlieir  arrival.  The  Sp;<ni3li  commandant  of  two  nations. (^xj  Such  acts  of  force  may  indeed 
PensacoU  liivmg  endangered  tlie  existence  of  the  i  have  a  tendeiicy  to  produce  public  war  between 
A:n  ric.;n  army,  by  ilci-mmg  their  supplies  ot  pro- 1  the  nations;  they  become  subjects  of  discussion; 
visions,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  depri- 1  tiiey  may  be  justified  or  they  may  be  disavowed, 
v^d  (jf  the  power  ol  doing  the. same  again,  during  |  Thus,  m"  1754,  m;ijor  Washington,  with  400  men, 
tilt;  coiiiinuanco  of  the  war.      '■  j  erected  a  fort  on  tlie  Ohio,  where  he  was  attacked. 

Cineral  Jickson  was  reminiled,  in  his  orders,  of  by  Dc  Viliier,  a  French  commander,  with  900  men, 

and  obliged  to  capitulate.     Yet  war,  public    war, 
slid  not  commence   between  tiie  two  nations  until 


the  ho;^or  uf  the  United  St  ites,  and  the  honor  of  (he 
aiiDV.  His  ant}  to  preserve  both  inviolate  was  tiius 
partic'darly  TTnp>es;;ed  upon  hiin.     While  engaged  |  1755.     In  1750,  events  took  place  between  the  for 


in  siippresbing  the  S^minolcs,  and  thus  peif (ri.iing 
wliat  it  was  liie  duty  of  Spiui  to  have  done,  lie  was 
ordered  by  the  governor  of  Pensacola  to  retire  with 
his  forces  from  West  Flori>ia,  with  a  threat  to  use 
fo;ce  to  compel  him,  if  he  did  not  conipiy.  (^xij 
Will  any  snenTrjcr  say,  that,  on  receiving  this  order 


ces  of  England  and  France,  in  Nova  Scotia,  bearing 
some  resemblance  to  those  whicii  lately  occurred  in 
Florida. — Major  Lawrence,  with  a  small  forc^,  ad- 
vanced to  reduce  some  insurgents  called  French 
neutrals,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  instigating  the 
huliansto  attack  the  English  inhabitants;  those  in- 


ja^k.on  siiouid  have  ded.-"   Oight  he  to  have  forgot  |  surgents  Hed  and  took  protection  with  the  French 
ti>e  iioNon  of  tlie  United  Stales,  the  honor  of  the  j  commander,  Monsieur  La  Corne,  who  commanded 


Aiiterican  army,  so  lavely  and  particularly  recom 
m.nacd  to  his  saf«-ketpiiig,  and  tied  from  West 
Florida,  bef<n-e  tlie  Spanish  cross,  to  avoid  the  arms 
of  D.in  Joie  Mazoi.'  I  presume  no  one  would  say  lie 
should  have  Hed.     Whatever  doubt  there  niiglil  be 


1500  men.  Lawrence  forbore  to  attack  him  becaii?s 
he  was  unable;  but  inquired  on  what  principle  hi 
protected  tlie  insurgents.  La  Corne  answered,  tliat 
lie  was  ordered  to  de'end  that  post,  and  would  obey 
his  orders.     The  historian  adds,  that,  "during  tlie 


as  to  the  necessity  or  legality  of  taking  possession!  years  1751  and  1752,  the  Indians  and  their  coadjti- 
of  Pcnsacol*  before  tlie  governor  issued  this  me- 1  tors  continued  to  disturb,  plunder  and  butcher  iha 
nice,  there  was  none  afterwards.  Cieii.  J.ickson  at'  ii.^w  colonists;  in  their  expeditions  they  were  coun- 
oiicesaw  that  if  he  retired,  he  retired  in  disgrace,!  itnanced  and  supported  by  the  French  command ■ 
the  honor  of  the  United  Stales  .and  of  the  army  tar- 1  ers,  who  always  supplied  them  with  boats,  arms, 
uiihe  1,  and  his  orders  shamefully  violated.  Jt  be-|  and  ammunition."  If  novdirect  hostilities  took  place; 
came  necessary  that  he  should  d>:'prive  Mazot  of  the  there  between  the  English  and  French  commanders, 
nie.<!is  of  cairymg  his  Ihi eat  into  execution.  Ajweare  informed  what  the  reason  was-  Thehis'e- 
tiireat  which,  if  he  should  not  atlem;'^i  to  execute  rian  tells  us  that  the  English  commander  knew 
against  gen.  Jackson  himself,  while  liis  army  re-  "that  he  was  unable  to  cope  with  such  a  force  in 
mamtd  in  full  iince,  it  now  became  extremely  pro-   the  open  fiekl."(iO 

baide  that  he  would  carry  into  execution,  witii  the  i  In  1794,  Governor  Simcoe  built  a  fort  at  the  rap- 
ail  of  the  savage  and  negro  enemy,  against  the  di- '  ids  of  the  ALmmee.  This  fort  we  know  Geneial 
mlnlslied  force  vvluch  gen.  Jackson  might  leave  in ,  Wayne  v;as  allowed  by  President  Washington  to 
Florida.  The  ininiediate  occupation  uy  gen.  Jack- 1  tike,  if  it  impeded  his  operations,  although  thtrs 
son  of  the  fort  of  Uarrancas,  was  the  necessary  and  was  no  war  between  the  two  nations.  Wayne,  ii\ 
proper  result  of  the  hostile  declaration  of  gov.  Ma-    his  dispatches,  said  he  would  have  stormed  it  had  a 

gun  been  fired.  He  no  doubt  would  h;;ve  stormed 
li  had  M.jor  Campbi  11  threatened  to  drive  him  out 
i)f  tile  cuuntiy,  as  Mazot  threatened  to  drive  Ge- 
neral J  ;ckson.  An  action  took  place  between  the 
Leopard  and  the  Unesupeake;  but  tliat  did  not  pro- 


zot. 

S  ich  a  threat  is  a  declaration  of  hostililies.  If  it 
is  made  by  one  sovereign  toaiioiher,  it  is  the  com- 
mencement of  war.  Such  a  declaration,  made  b\ 
the  king  of  Prussia  to  the  emperor  of  Fr.ince,  com 


mencedthe  war  in  which  was  fought  the  battle  oti  duce  public  war  between  the  two  countries.  An- 
Je^a,  which  brought  the  Prussian  inonarcliy  to  the!  other  action  took  place  between  an  American  frigate 
brink  of  rum.  Tlie  French  oattalions  could  not  fl\  j  and  the  Little  belt;  yet  lli  nations  remained  at 
out  of  Germany  bcfoie  ihe  Prussian  eagle.  Su-,;  peace.  These  events  shew  that  acts  of  violence  oc ■ 
such  a  threat  is  not  rr.erely  a  declaration  of  hosldi-j  curring  between  commanders  of  portions  ol  the 
ties;  it  is  even  regarded  as  an  aitack,  and  gives  toi  armed  torce  of  diflereni  countries, each  asserting  the 
him  w!io  is  ihreltened  the  defensive,  altlunigh  Iiel  rights  or  maintaining  the  pretensions  of  their  re- 
sdioulJ  strike  the  first  blow.  ("10 J  Ttie  possession  spective  governments,  are  not  such  acts  of  war  as 
of  Pensacola  became  indisp.'.nsapte,   by    the  threat '  mu>l  be   preceded    by  a  declaration  of  war.     Such 


of  gov.  .MiZoi,  to  ihe  execution  of  gen.  .)  ickson's 
orders,  to  the  preservation  of  the  honor  of  the  ar- 
nyy,  and  to  its  security. 

But  it  is  said  tint  gen.  J.'.ckson  made  war  against  1  You  are  about  to  eslablisii  a    post   at  the 
Sjiam;  and  it  is  said  tiiat  all  violeiu;e  is  w:ir.     Tiiis 
ii  a  mistake.     W-.;  knov/  that  the  United  States  are 


acts  will    happen,   in    whatsoever    hands    the    war- 
declaring  power  may  be  ve-^led.     They  are  not  ef- 
fects of  war;  they  may  be  subjects  for  reparation. (t) 
•  ••  -  ■       Yellow 


fuj  Vattcl,  166. 

fvj  Documents,  p.  116. 

fwj  Martens,  273- 


fu-J  President  Madison  ordered  tiie  naval  com- 
manders to  take  no  insult,  either  as  regarded  the 
matter  or  the  manner. 

(i/j  Uissei's  George  3d,  vol.  1.  p.  118. 

(z)  Vatlel,  293. 
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Slone  river;  perhaps  another  at  G  :Ivezto\vn;  and 
possibly  at  the  mouth  of  tiie Columbia  river.  TIk- 
commanders  maj  be  brougiit  into  collision  with 
tlie  comman  lers  of  the  forces  of  other  nutions; 
they  may  fi^htlong  before  you  can  bear  af  such  col 
lision,  and  yet  the  nationsi  may  rem;an  at  pe.tce. 

Rut  it  has  been  said  by  the  speaker,  fmr.  Cliiy,) 
on  another  occasion,  that  the  right  of  levying  taxes 
has   been  wrested  from  congress.     1  suppose  that 
the  allusion  was  to  the  estaolLshment  ofu  custom 
house  at   I'tnsacola,  und  that  th^t  coiistilutes  one 
of  the  objections  to  be  urged  agamst  the  proceed- 
ings of  general  Jj  k  on.     Whitever   ni.iy  be    said 
of  the  authority  of  the  general  to  establish  a  cus- 
tom-house at  Pensicola,  the  act  is  no  usurpation  on 
the  power  of  congress,  unless  it  can  be  sliewn  thai 
congress  possessed  tlie  riglit  to  establish  a  custom- 
house  at   Pensacoia.     I  do  not  pcrcsive   that  con- 
g-ress  possess   the    riglit.     The   power  of  congress 
to  legislate  is  confined  to  the  American    territories, 
"ind  tlie    objects  enumerated    in   the  constitution. 
I  conceive  that  congress  can  e.^erclse  no  power  over 
a  territory  acknowledged  by  them    to  belong  to    a 
foreign    power.     If  treaties  or    tlie  law  of  nations 
give  the  U;iited    States   a  right  to  act  within  thi* 
territory  of  a  foreign  power,  in  peace  or  in  v..»r,  it 
is  the  executive  thit   must  so   act.     Tl>e   Biitish 
commander  at  Castine  established  a  custom-house 
there  during  tiie   late  war;  it  was  not  established 
by  the  British  parliament.     Where  one  nation   by 
its  arms  occupies  any   p;irt  of  tlie  territory  of  an- 
other, it  is  usual  to  collect  the  duties,  and  let  the 
magistrates  administer  ilie  laws.     Thi  right  rostilts 
from  tiie  temporary   possession      If  tli.it  possession 
is  wrong,  all  its  consequences  are  so;  but  if  tiie  pos 
bession  is  right,  its  necessary  consequences  are  also 
right.     Whatever  f.cls  and    arguments  wdl   main- 
tain the  right  to  take   possession   of  a   place,  will 
stipport  the  right    of  the  j^ossessors  to   mainlain 
ill  op*ration   the     usual  or  necessary  laws.     And 
tiierefore,   wh-ther  the  American  military  force  in 
possession  of  Pensacola   might  collect  the    usu:)l 
customs  or  not,  dip^nds   on    the  f)rmer  question, 
wiiettier  they  had  a  riglit  to  taki  possession  or  not. 


tlie  usages  of  war,  or  by  way  of  re'alialion  In  ll'.e 
one  case,  they  die  for  their  own  crime,  and  their 
punishment  is  just;  in  the  o'h-r  thry  are  pu!  to 
deilii  lor  the  crimes  of  their  party,  and  tiieir  pun- 
ishment is  justified  by  policy. 

Among  the  crimes  against  the  laws  nf  M'ar,  for 
iv  io-h  '1  prisoner  may  justly  die,  are  1.  M  .king  war 
without  authority,  the  war  being  lawful.  2.  Miking 
wur,  if  the  w.u-  is  unlawful.  3.  Using  means  contra- 
ry to  the  laws  of  war. 

That  article  of  the  lav.s  of  war  ^hat  provides  thai 
he  who  fights   without  authority  is  liable  to  sufler 
Aeatii,  seems  not  to  have  been  righ'ly  understood 
bv  either  branch  of  the  nulitar)'   covnmitti^e:    but  it 
is  a  rule,  w-dl  estHhlishel,  an  1  very  bsneficial  to  hu- 
manity.    Gen.  Jackson  seems  to  m^  to  iiave  enter- 
tained  a  correct  idea  of  the  rule,  but  not  to  have 
tak^n  time,  when  giving  ids  order  for  the  exfcution 
of  Ambrister,    to   express    himself  with   sufficient 
clea;-BPSs.     I   should    int-^rpolate   tlie  rule  as  laid 
down  by  ii';m,  and  m'dr.-  it  read  tliu-;;  "It  is  an  es- 
tablished principle  of   the  law  of  nations,  that  any 
individual  of  a  n.ition   making  war  against  the   citi- 
2'ns  (or  soldiers)  of  another  nation,  the  nations  be- 
ing at   p_>ace  (lid  having  no   aulliority  by  being  in 
the  service  o(  a   power   making  a   lawful  war)  for- 
feits the  proteciion  of  his  government;  and  becomes 
an  outlaw  (or  robber,  if  he  makes  v/ar  by  1  Uid)  or  a 
pirate,  (if  he  makes  war  by  sea.)"     The  rule  tlius 
amended  is   equ.tUy  applicable  to  the  case  of   .\m- 
brister,  as  in  tlif  form  expressed  by   General  J.ick- 
son.     And  i'  is  fully  established  by  the  writers  on 
tlie  law  of  nations. 

Ambrister,  being  the  subject  of  a  power  al  peace 
with  th-  United  States,  of  his  own  free  will,  with- 
out anv  autb.ority  from  an\'  government,  has  dared 
to  makew.'.r  upon  the  United  States.  Let  its  hear 
wh.\t  the  writers  on  the  l.iw  of  nations  say  on  this 
case.  National  war  is  a  conflict  between  "nati.n, 
and  nation.  It  never  can  be  undertaken  or  carried 
on  but  by  che  authority  of  llie  sovereign  {"«)  There- 
fore subjects  cinnot  act  herein  of  themselves,  and 
without  the  sovereign's  order  tiiey  are  not  to  com- 
mit any  hostility. (iji)     The  necessity  of  a  particular 


I  will  next  consider  the  objections  m;ule   to  the  ;     jg,. -g  g^  thoroughly  established,  that  even  after 


conduct  of  general  Jackson,  in  the  execution  of 
Arbuilinot  and  Ambrister.  ' 

Some  of  my  arguments  on  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, b.ive  been  anticipated  by  the  honorable  nieni- 
bsr  wlio  has  preceded  me,  the  chiirmiii  of  the  mdi- 
tary  committee,  (mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuck}-,)  and  it 
givts  me  satisfaction  V)  find  tiiat  my  opinion  agrees 
with  that  of  a  gentleman  xvho  is  as  much  distin- 
guished by  his  humanity  as  by  his  valor. 

My  observations  will  chiefly  relate  l»  the  case  of 
Ambrister,  as  the  proceedings  against  him  hive 
been  the  most  censured;  and  what  is  said  of  his  case 
Will  in  the  general  apply  to  that  of  Arbuthnot. 

I  will  attempt  to  maintain  that»Ambrister  was  an 
outlaw,  making  war  without  authority,  instigating 
savages  to  an    unlawful  war,   a  leader  of  banditt 


a  declaration  of  war  between  the  two  nations,  if  the 
peasants  of  themselves  commit  any  hostilities,  the 
enemy,  instead  of  sparing  them,  hangs  them  iip,  as 
Sf)  many  robbers  or  banditti. (c)  The  violences 
committed  by  tlie  subjects  of  one  n.ition  against 
those  of  another,  without  authority  from  tlieir  so- 
vereign, are  now  looked  upon  as  robberies;  and 
the  perpetratoi-s  are  excluded  from  the  rights  of 
lawful  prisoners.(  J) 

Tt  appears  therefore  that,  had  war  actuallv  exist- 
ed betwetn  the  United  Si  Hies  and  Great  Hritain, 
and  Ambrister  had,  withou'  authority  from  his 
government,  committed  hosliliiies  again.-.t  the 
United  States,  he  would  hiive  been  justly  consider- 
ed as  a   robb'i,   and  liable  to  be  hanged  by  order 


and  liable,  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  usages  of  1 2*".^''^  commanding  officer  into  whose  hands  he  had 
war,  to  sufler  death. 

It  was  found  by  the  special  court  martial,  that 
Ambrister  had  led  and  comman  led  Indians  in  car- 
rying on  war  against  the  United  States,  being  a  Bri- 
vi'jh  subject.  Peace  exists  between  all  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales  and  all  tlie  subj-^cts  oflireat- 
JJritain;  and  the  Englishman  who  counsels,  aids,  or 
abets  savages  to  massacre  the  people  of  the  Unit,ed  ! 
States,  is  a  murderer 


fallen. 

This  rule  of  the  l.iw  of  v;ar,  tliat  no  one  is  to 
fight  without  autiiority,  was  as.strted  by  the  enemy 
in  the  war  of  our  revolution,  in  tlie  case  of  col. 
Etlian  Allen.  Me  advanced  a;ainst  Montreal,  wllh 
a  few  volunteers;  his  party  was  routed,  and  lie  iiiui- 
self  made  prisoner;  and,  under  pretext  of  his  hav 


It  is  t!ie  laws  of   war,  a  branch  of  the  law  o? 


tions,  that  gives  to  the  comiivmding  general  a  rigisi 
'o  p.it  prisoners  to  dealii,  either  fjr  a  %■■;!. .ion  oi 


(a)   Martens,  272. 

(/;)  Vattel,  363. 

(c)  Vatlel,  365. 

{d)  Martens,  272,  230,  284. 
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ing'    acted  -without  nitthority,  lie  was    thrown  into 
irons,  and  se.ii    to  England  as  a  trailor.(e) 

Tiiose  wiio  kill  an  enemy  in  war  are  excused  in 
consider.ition  of  tlieir  acting  in  the  pei-foi-mance  of 
their  du  y-  Knt  those  who  figlit  con'rary  to  tneir 
duty,  QJ'  witiiont  its  beiny  Iheir  duty,  the  laws  of 
war  pqtwlly  con  jemn  as  the  deserter,  him  who  has 
broke  his  parole,  or  iiim  who  fights  without  au- 
thority. 

War  being  a  great  calamity,  they  well  deserve  to 
die  who  viol.ite  those  liws  whicli  li.ive  been  agreed 
upon  by  civihz  -.i  .ritions  for  I'm.-  j^urpose  of  dimin- 
;shmg  its  hor(ors.  War  is  suflficienlly  aestructive 
M-hen  its  operations  are  confined  to  those  who  are 
atithorizid  lo  prosecute  it  by  the  j,'overhment;  but 
how  ho::-ii}le  would  it  be,  if  every  person  belonging 
to  one  power,  had  a  right  to  ;.tiack  and  kill  any 
person  belonging  to  the  other. — And  if  that  m-in 
may  be  lawfully  andjuitly  put  to  death,  who,  willi- 
out  aull)v>riiy,  attacks  the  soldiers  of  the  tnemy, 
how  much  more  does  liiat  mi.>  u-serve  lo  die,  whose 
country  being  at  peace,  insug''ies  >avages  lo  the  hor- 
rid acts  of  undiiiinguisliiug  tnjs^acre. 

Tiie  law  of  nations  is,  that  the  subject  of  a  neu- 
tral power  wiio  w:iges  war  by  land,  is  pumsluble 
with  death,  unless  he  is  in  th:^  service  of  a  power 
cj'/rying  on  a  regular  v/nr  Ai.d  nuions  liave  gone 
farllier  as  to  war  c.irried  on  by  s-e:i,  ind  agreed,  i;en- 
er;d!y,  that  not  even  a  ooninussiot4  shall  i:-xeinpt 
from  the  punishment  of  death  him  who,  being  'he 
subject  of  a  neutral,  exercises  hosliiities  by  sea.  But 
the  ctmimlltee  say,  Ari^uuinot  .-uid  Ambnsier  were 
■*  acting  With  a  puwer  acknowledged  indepeiident  by 
us."  I  can  by  no  means  .tgree  wi  h  the  coinnilttee. 
fjook  at  the  cor.siitution;  Indians  are  spoken  of  as  a 
part  of  our  poptdaiion.  Look  at  our  tieaty  with 
Spain;  each  party  eng.iges  to  restrain  the  Indians 
wiihm  their  territory;  an  i  those  in  Florida  are  spo- 
ken of  as  the  Indians  of  Spain  Look  at  our  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians;  they  acknowl-dge  tnemselves 
to  be  under  our  proteclion-,  and  consecjuently  they 
owe  us  allegi-tnce;  for  protection  and  allegiance  sire 
reciprocal.  Refei*  to  the  notes  of  our  commission-, 
crs  at  Ghent,  which  are  among  tlie  ablest  slate  pa-  i 
pars  that  luve  appeared;  you  will  find  ihe  following  ' 
^ass'ges:  "If  the  United  Slates  iirtd  how  asserted  I 
"t])ar  ttie  Indians  withii;  their  boundaries,  who  have  , 
acknowledgeti  the  United  Slates  as  their  only  pro- 
tectors, were  their  subjects,  living  only  at  suf 
ferance  on  their  lands,  for  from  being  the  first  in 
making  that  assertion,  they  would  only  have  fol- 
lowed the  exiiinple  of  the  principles  uniformly 
and  invariably  asserted  in  substance,  and  frequent- 
ly avowed,  in  expiess  lerins,  by  the  British  go- 
vernmt^nt  itself.  Tlie  United  SiUes  claim,  of 
rigiit,  with  respect  to  all  Europe^m  nations,  and 
parlicul.<rly  with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  the  en- 
tire sovereignty  over  the  whole  territory,  and  all 
the  persons  embraced  vvithin  Ihe  boundaries  of  their 
dominions."  All  this  tends  to  pri)ve  that  the  li^dians 
are  subjects,  or  stibjeci  comniunities,  owing  alle- 
giance to  the  Ignited  St;,tes.  'I'iie  pi-oposilion  af- 
iirmed  by  the  minority  of  the  military  committee, 
that  wiiite  men  may  enter  into  the  service  of  Indians, 
and  that  they  thereby  become  entiiled  to  tlie  same 
treatment  in  all'  respecf.s  as  the  Indians,  J  do  not 
admit.  I  contend  that  a  treaty  of  peace  with  In- 
dian»>  would  not  slueld  from  a  prosecution  a  while 
man,  the  subject  of  a  neutral  power,  who  had  as- 
Gociated  himself  with  the  Indians,  and  killed  a  cili- j 
i:en  within  the  jurisdic'ion  of  a  state.  I 

Voiun'..eers  are  allowed  to  seive   foreign  powers. I 

(r)  .Marshall's  history,  3d  vol.  22.  > 


Let  us  see  why  this  custom  has  become  a  part  of  the 
law  of  nations.  'The  noble  view  of  acquiring  in- 
struction in  the  art  of  war,  and  becoming  more  ca- 
pable of  serving;  our  country  has  introduced  a  n»e- 
ihod  of  serving- as  voiunteers  pven  in  foreign  armies; 
and  tlie  custom  is  doubtless  justified  by  the  subli- 
mity of  the  motive."(/)  But  this  sublime  motive 
will  not  justify  the  civilized  man  in  entering  into 
the  service  of  the  ferocious  and  murder'rng  sav:tge, 
to  leurn  the  use  of  tlie  hatchet  and  the  scalping 
knife. 

Ambrister  did  not,  by  coming  to  Floridn,  owe  al- 
legiance to  Bowlegs  or  to  HiHisliajo.  He  coniinued 
the  suoject  of  Great  Britain;  and  he  owed  temporary 
allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain.  By  aiding  savages 
to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States,  he  viola- 
ted the  British  treaty,  the  Spanish  treaty,  the  law  of 
nature,  die  law  of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  war,  and 
justly  suffered  death. 

It  is  only  in  lawful  wars  that  those  who  are  taken 
are  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 
A  war,  to  be  lawful,  must  be  undert:iken  by  the  so- 
vereign power,(^-)  There  must  be  lawful  aiitliority 
for  making  it,  and  apparent  just  cause.  It  must 
not  be  merely  an  incursion  for  h.ivoc  :»nd  pillage. 
All  iniivldital  cannot  w.xge  Liwful  war  against  a 
iiHtion;  he  is  a  robber.  A  fmiily  cannol;  they  will 
be  robbers'.  A  tribe  of  savages  cannot;  they  may 
be  treated  as  enemies  of  the  human  race.  "Nations 
which  are  always  ready  to  take  .".rms  on  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage,  are  l.iwless  robbers;  but  they 
who  seem  to  delight  in  the  ravages  of  war,  who 
spread  it  on  all  sides  without  any  other  motives 
than  their  %rocity,  are  monsters  unwor'hy  tlie  name 
of  inen.  All  nations  have  a  right  to  join  in  punish- 
ing, suppressing,  and  even  exterminating  such  sa- 
vages."(/j)  This  is  the  language  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. Then,  as  the  Seminole  savages  could  not 
themselves  make  a  liwful  war  agninst  the  United 
States,  their  chiefs,  Bowlegs  and  HillishMJo,  could 
not  communicate  such  a  right  to  .\mbrister. 

If  Great-Bi-ilain  had  been  at  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  Ambrister,  h^r  subject,  had  exercised 
hostilities  against  them,  without  autho.ity  from  his 
government,  tb.e  laws  of  war  condemn  liim  lo  die, 
as  has  been  clearly  shewn  (?)  Surely  ilv»  circum- 
stance of  his  nation  being  at  peace  with  us,  does 
not  increase  his  rij;hts;    it  only  increases  his  guilt. 

I  would  go  still  firtlier,  sir,  but  for  this  I  have  no 
express  written  authority  in  point;  I  would  rely  on 
reason  and  analogy.  I  say  if  NichoHs  had  been  ta- 
ken during  the  late  war,  with  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's commission  in  his  pocket,  when  engaged  in 
exciting  savages  'o  massacre  the  peaceful  citi- 
zens of  our  frontiers,  he  would  have  deserved  to 
have  been  hanged  for  using  me;ns  contrary  to  tlie 
laws  of  war.  The  principle  I  contend  for  seems  to 
have  been  acted  on  in  rhe  case  of  col.  Hamilton,  the 
Biitish  commander  of  Vincennes,  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  That  officer  having  excited  the  In- 
dians to  war  against  the  frontier  settlers,  was  at- 
tacked by  col.Cluk,  and  surrendered  himself  and 
his  garrison  pri.soners  of  \-?ar.  The  historian  tells 
us,  tlkiit  "with  a  few  of  his  immediate  agents  and 
counsellors,  who  iiad  been  instrumental  in  the  sa- 
vage barbarities  he  lu-d  encouraged,  he  was,  by  or- 
der of  the  executive  of  A'irgini;i,  put  in  irons,  and 
confined  in  gaol."(,;  )    'Diere  are  certain  means,  the 

(  /■)    Vattel,  367. 

(5-)    Vattel,  2'J6,  Marlens.  272. 

(/.)   Vattel,  2^'2,  151,  152. 

{i)   .Martens,  280. 

(  ;)   r.larshail's  historv,  Ci  v.d.  516. 
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use  of  which  is  cnatrary  to  the  laws  of  war;  as  poi- 
soning', assassination,  entering'  the  crimp  of  an  ene- 
my in  disguise,  us  spifs,  or  with  intent,  to  poison, 
assassinite,  or  corrupt;  soldiers  guilty  of  any  ot 
these  offences  are  liable  to  suffer  death;  and  I  would 
add,  to  the  list  of  unlawful  means,  exciting  sava- 
ges to  war.  O'lr  commis-.ioners  at  Glieut  declire  i 
that  "tlie  employm^-'nt  ofsav.ig-es,  whose  known  rule 
of  vvarrar(i.is  the  indiscriminate  tornire  and  butche- 
ry of  women,  children,  and  prisoners,  is,  itself,  a 
departure  from  tlie  principles  of  humanity  observ- 
ed between  all  civilized  clirislian  nations,  even  in 
war."  Then  let  tliis  praciice  be  terminated.  That 
is  to  be  pffecied  by  the  exemplary  punisliment  of 
every  instit^ator  of  Indian  hostilities. 

I  cannot  perceive  any  g-i-onnd  for  the  comparison 
made  between  the  cases  of  La  F.iyette,  Ko.sciusko, 
P«laski,  and  De  Kalb,  with  those  of  Arbuthnat  and 
Ambrister.  Do  those  who  m  'ke  this  comp-.rlson  find 
any  likeness  between  the  United  States  and  the  Se- 
minole tribe  of  savage^.?  T.ie  war  of  the  revolution 
was  carried  on  as  a  civil  war,  in  which  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  is  the  same  as  in  :\  rego.lar  war 
between  two  nations.(fc)  A. id  as  foreigners  are 
allowed  to  enter  into  tiie  service  of  either  parly  in 
such  a  war,  they  were  consequently  entitled  to  treat- 
ment similar  to  tiiat  wliich  other  prisoners  of  their 
party  received. 

Hiving  considered  the  liability  of  Ambrister  to 
suffer  death,  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  war,  in 
exercising  unlawful  hostilities,  I  will  next  consider 
his  liability  to  be  put  to  death  by  wny  of  retalia- 
tion, as  a  person  incorporated  with  the  enemy. 

I  lay  down,  with  regard  'o  the  s'lvages,  this  rule 
of  \v..rfare.  Whatever  degree  of  force,  whatever 
destruction,  whatever  punishment  for  violating  the 
usages  of  war  or  by  way  of  retail  ition,  is  found  ne- 
cessary to  deter  them  from  robbing  our  citizens, 
and  massacreing  our  women  and  children;  that 
force,  destriLction,  and  punishment,  they  should  be 
made  to  feel — and  no  move.  So  much  we  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  iniiict  on  the  principle  of  self- 
preservation.  And  if  we  do  not  inflict  so  much,  wc 
fail  in  our  sacred  duty  to  preserve  the  people. 

I  find  this  opinion  fully  su;)portcd  by  the  autho- 
rity and  example  of  the  gre:<test  man  that  this  or 
any  other  country  has  produced.  Gen.  Washington, 
who  knew  when  to  silence  pity,  if  its  exercise  was 
injurious  to  his  country,  did  not  consider  the  usa- 
ges of  war,  or  the  principles  of  humanity,  as  appli- 
cable to  a  war  carried  on  for  the  punishment  of  the 
unprovoked  and  atrocious  hosliliiiis  of  savages. (?) 
In  his  order  to  gen.  Sullivan,  directing  his  opera- 
tions in  the  Indian  countr}',  I  find  the  following 
clauses: 

"Tlie  expedition  you  are  appointed  to  command, 
is  to  be  directed  against  the  hostile  tribes  of  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians,  with  their  associates  and 
adherents.  The  immediate  objects  are  the  total  de- 
slruclion  aiid  devastation  nf  their  scttlementp,  and  the 
capture  of  as  many  prisoners  of  every  age  and  sex 
as  possible." 

"I  would  recommend  that  some  post  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Indian  country  be  occupied  with  all  ex- 
pedition, with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provision, 
whence  parties  should  be  delaclied  to  hiii  -,vai:te  all 
the  settleinents  around,  with  injunctions  to  do  it  in 
the  most  effectual  vu-nvier,  'hat  tiiu  country  may  not 
merely  be  otuuucn,  but  DEsraovKu." 

"After  you  hnve  very  thorojigh'i/  completed  the  de- 
struction  of  their  ^cttleitienls,  if  the  Indians  should 


'ihew  a  disposition  for  peace,  I  would  h  >ve  you  to 
encoHrage  it,  on  condition  that  they  will  give  some 
decisive  evld'-nce  of  their  sincerity,  by  delivering' 
up  some  of  the  p'-incipal  instigato'<'s  of  their  past  hos- 
tilities no  our  hands — Butler  and  Brandt  the  most 
misciiievousof  tiie  tories  that  have  joined  them,  or 
any  other  they  m  ly  have  in  their  power,  that  Wft 
.ire  interested  to  get  into  oiu's." 

"Cut  you  will  not,  hv  any  m-^ans,  listen  to  over- 
tures of  peace,  before  the  total  ruin  of  their  settle- 
ments is  effected." 

"Our  future  security  will  be  in  their  inability  to 
injure  us — ;he  disiance  to  whlcli  thev  are  driven  and 
tiie  terror  with  which  the  sez>erity  of  the  chastise- 
ment ^he\  receive,  will  inspire  them — peace  without 
tliis  'V)uKl  be  fallacious  and  temporary." 

•'Wh-n  we  have  effectually  chastised  them,  we 
m.ny  then  11' ten  to  pe  .ce;  ^nd  endeavor  to  draw  fur- 
1  her  adva-iilage  froin  their  fears  ** 

Such  were  the  ord  ts  given  by  gen.  \V,4shin,^ton 
tor  inflicting  px-mplsry  punishment  on  -»!ie  sav.iges. 
Let  us  see  how  they  were  ex^cnted  "Everv  hike, 
river,  and  creek,  in  the  conntry  of  the  Six  Nations, 
w.-js  traced  flir  villages;  and  no  vestige  of  human  in- 
dustry Was  permitted  to  remain.  Houses,  corn-fields, 
g'l.rdens,  and  fruit  trees,  shared  one  common  fate. 
Eiichteen  villages,  a  number  of  detached  hi-illdings;, 
one  huvnlredand  sixty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and 
all  those  fruits  and  vegetables  whic'i  conluce  to  the 
comfort  and  subsistence  of  men,  were  utterly  de- 
stroyed.(m)  On  recf'iving  the  commu:a;cations  of 
General  Sullivan,  congre.'is  passer)  a  vyte  of  appro- 
bation of  his  conduct,  and  of  that  of  tlie  ai  my." 

Hid  Rrmd*^  and  Butler  fdlen  in'o  the  hands  of 
general  Washington,  they  would  no  doubt  have  met 
the  fat'^'of  Arbiithnot  and  Ambrister.  So  resolved 
was  general  Washington  that  a  severe  example 
should  be  made,  that  he  would  not  even  listen  to 
proposals  of  pe;ic«,  until  it  hid  been  done.  In  the 
present  case  also  the  punishment  inflicted  was  for 
example;  to  preserve  the  pe-ice  of  tiie  frontier;  to 
preserve  from  the  hatchet  and  sdljiing  knife  women 
and  ciiildren.  Mi'.ny  will  be  saved  by  the  example; 
Rut,  should  only  one  be  saved,  Arbuilinol  and  Am- 
brister have  not  died  in  vain. 

Retaliation  may  be  exercised  even  on  the  innocent, 
where  the  enemy  have  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
the  usages  of  war.(7/)  A  prisoner  of  war  may  some- 
times be  put  to  death  to  punish  a  nation  that  has 
violated  the  laws  of  war.(o)  Whenever  the  en^my 
sets  us  the  example  of  departing  from  the  liws  of 
war,  we  are  at  liberty  to  follow  it.(/))  Gen.  Wash 
ington,  in  dcvasting  the  Indian  countrj',  and  in  the 
case  of  Sir  Charles  Asgll,  who  was  marked  for  death 
by  lot,  as  a  retaliation  for  a  crime  committed  by  an 
English  captain,  acknowledge*!  the  force  and  expe- 
diency of  the  law  of  retaliation.  The  congress  of 
the  revolution,  [yl  the  congress  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  Mr.  .-Vdams,  [r]  and  the  congress  durir.f;^ 
the  administration  of  Mr.  M.adison,  [o]  all  acknowl 
edged  the  expediency  of  retaliating,  even  on  the  in- 
nocent, the  outrages  and  ill  usage  committed  ow 
prisoners  by  the  enemy. 

It  is  denied  that  the  right  to  retaliate  is  vested  in 
the  commanding' general;  and  the  acts  of  congj-ess 
authorizing  retaliation    by  the  president,  are  cited 


(it)   Vattel,  r>88. 
\l)  Vattel,  3J.0. 


{m)  Marshall's  history,  100. 

(7i)  Vattel,  321.     Martens,  283. 

{o)  Martens,  23S. 

(/)■)  Martens.  279. 

[q'\  Marshall's  liist.  3.1  vol.  391. 

[;■]  .Id  vril.  luw.s,  284. 

r*]  4th  vol.  l.iws,  5:6. 
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to  prove  ha'  the  right  is  not  in  the  general.  But 
it  is  the  commanding  general  that  is  dijclared  by 
the  law  of  nations  to  possess  this  right;(<)  and  the 
proceedings  of  gen.  Washington,  with  rtspcct  to 
liir  Charles  Asg^iU,  prove  that  he  considered  himself 
as  possessed  of  the  rigiit.  In  such  a  case  as  that, 
the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations  recommend  cle- 
mency.(w)  Such  clemency  did  save  sir  Ciiarles 
Asgill — gen.  J  ickson  had  I'o  occasion  for  its  exer- 
cise. He  never  marked  the  innocent  for  retaliation. 
He  made  examples  only  of  the  gniliy. 

The  acts  of  congress  passed  during  our  two  last 
v.'ars,  were  expedient  to  remove  all  donhts  of  the 
right  of  the  pi-esident  to  retaliate  on  French  and 
Uritish  prisoners;  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  re- 
taliation in  those  cases  should  be  by  his  order,  as 
there  was  no  commander  v/iio  could  claim  the  an 
thority  m  those  cases.  And  in  both  those  cases 
the  cruelties  intended  to  be  retaliated  wtre  p.  rpe- 
trated  by  the  authunly  of  the  fore-ign  government^. 
But  usually  ill  is  right  to  retaliate  should  be  left  to 
the  commanding  general:  for  it  is  inexpedient  to  in- 
troduce into  tlie  cabinet,  which  should  be  compo- 
sed of  men  of  peace,  tlie  work  of  blood. 

The  commitiee  come  to  t!ie  conclusion  that  gen. 
Jackson  acted  unlawiully,    by  supposing  that  the 
special   court  or  board  ot  ofiioers  appointed  to  in 
vestigate  the  facts  in  the  cases  of  Arbuilinot   and 
Ambiisler,  were  a  general  court  martial,  appaint-i 
ed  to  try  and  delerinine  oiTences  under  the  articlt:s  ! 
of  war.     If  that  were    so,    the  second  seiilt-nce  of, 
the  court  in   Anibrisler's  Case,  that  he  should  re-| 
ceive  fifty  stripes,  and  be  conhned  with  a.  ball  and 
chain  to  hard  labor  for  twelve  CiUender  months,  is 
contrary  to  law,  and  Iheietore  void;   for  an    act  of 
congress  has  repealed  so  muciiof  the  article*. ,of  war 
as  authorizes  the  .  .fiiction  of  corporal  punishment 
by  stripes  [■?•]     liui  the  court  was  not  appointed  un- 1 
der  the  articles  of  war.     It  was  neither  a  general  j 
nor  a  regimental  court  martial.     Its  aulhoniy  was  i 
derived  from   the  oider  of  the  commanding  general; 
and  v/as  to    inves.i^atc  charges,  and   rectnxl   tlieiFi 
opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners;  i 
and  what  punishment  (if  any)  sliould  be  inflicted.] 
Tile  law  under  which  Ambnster  was  punislied  was 
the  laws  of  war.     'J'liose  laws  do  not  authorise  the 
iifliction  of  tnrtuic.  Therefore,  the  second  sentence,' 
to  inflict  stripes  and  labor  at  a  ball  and  chain,  is  il- 
fegal  and   void.     Wliatever  liwthe  court  was  ap- 
pointed and  acted  under,  the  second  sentence  is  un- 
lawful  and  void;  conseqvienlly,  the  first  sentence, 
\hat  Ambrister  should  sufler  death  by  being  shot, 
\vas  the   only  legal  sentence,  an  J   properly  carried 
into  execution. 

But  should  yon  allow  to  the  second  sentence  the 
cR-iCt  of  setting  aside  the  first,  ih^n  the  facts  will 
htvebeen  found,  and  there  will  be  no  senience:  and 
the  order  of  the  giiieral  for  the  ex.icution  of  Am 
brister  will  rest  on  and  stand  juaUfied  by  the  laws 
and  usages  cf  v/ar.[Ti'] 

There  is  a  very  icm.»rk,ible  resemblance  between 
the  proceedings  of  gen.  \Vashingt')n  in  the  case  of 
Andre,  and  the  proceedings  of  gen.  Jackson  in  the 
cases  of  Arbnlhnot  and  Ambrister.  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, in  his  order  to  the  court,  says  to  them,  "af- 
ter a  careful  examination,  you  will  be  pleased,  as 
fapeeddy  as  possible,  to  report  a  precise  stale  of  his 
case,  together    with   your  opinion  on    tiie  light  in 

(0   \attel,  521,  MarleiLs,  283. 

{u)   Vattel,3-21,.>..^. 

[r]  Acts  of  Mav,  1812. 

[w]  Vattel,  -.07,   391,  S25,  SJJ,    Marler.s,  ^66, 


which  he  ought  to  be  consid'^re  5,  and  the  punish- 
ment that  ought  to  be  inflicted."  Gen.  J  .ckson 
appointed  the  special  court  "for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigati:ig  the  charges"  against  the  prisoners,  di- 
recting them  ''to  record  their  opinion  as  to  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners,  and  what  pun- 
ishment (if  any)  should  be  inflicted."  Tne  sub- 
stantial agreement  is  very  remarkable;  nor  is  it  easy 
to  distinguish  between  the  cases  so  as  to  censure 
the  one  of  these  generals  without  censuring  tlie 
other.  One  of  the  criminals  was  a  spy,  and  in  man- 
ners a  polished  gentleman;  the  other  was  a  brigand, 
cirrylngon  hostilities  at  the  head  of  Indians  and 
Nc-groes.  They  were  equally  ofiffud^rs  against  the 
usages  of  war,  and  with  equ  d  justice  suffered  death. 
Andre  died  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  command- 
ing general,  according  to  the  usages  of  war.  No 
court  mirtial  had  authority  to  try  him,  as  appears 
from  the  order  which  was  given,  not  to  try  and  de- 
termine, but  to  report  a  state  of  his  case  and  an 
opinion.  Now,  indeed,  the  trial  of  .spies  by  a  court 
m.irtial  is  exj^ressly  authorized  by  an  act  of  con- 
gre.^s. 

Ambrister  died  by  the  sole  authority  of  gen.  .1  ick- 
son.  No  court  martial  had  power  to  try  liim  by  .".ny 
Lw  of  the  United  States.  But  th^  comnuUee  s.iy, 
that,  "wherever  severity  is  not  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, meicy  becomes  a  duly."  A  similar  expression  is 
used  by  the  writers  on  tlie  law  of  nations  in  regard 
to  retaliating  on  the  innocent  for  the  guilt  of  othei'i; 
hut  that  is  not  this  ca.se.  What  m^an  the  commit- 
tee by  "absolute  necessity.'"  Tne  nition  indeed  was 
not  in  danger;  nor  was  it  in  danger  when  Andre 
died:  and  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee, gen.  Wasiiington  should  hive  pardoned  An- 
dre; but  Andre  suffered,  because  the  case  required 
that  the  example  should  have  its  full  effect;  and  so 
it  was  required  in  the  case  of  ArKbrister.  Where 
pardoji  will  liave  a  pernicious  effect  on  the  interests 
of  society,  mercy  becomes  weakness  and  foUy. 

As  gen.  Jackson  is  censured  for  the  ex^^^cution  of 
An:brister  by  some,  so  there  were  some  who  cen- 
sured gen.  Washington  for  the  execution  of  Andre. 
L'-t  us  hear  the  British  historians  mourn  over  the 
1  fate  of  their  favorite.  "Anrlre,  fin>iing  his  doom 
I  unavoidable,  wrote  a  most  pathetic  lettf^r,  pra}  ing 
that  he  migiit  not  die  the  death  of  a  common  male- 
factor, but  by  a  mode  more  befitting  a  soldier.  Even 
this  small  toon  was  refused  to  & generitiis  enemy, 
by  the  inexorable  rigor  of  stern  republicmusm.  On 
the  22d  of  Oc'ober  the  ill-fated  hero  mei  his  death, 
v/llh  a  composure,  serenity,  and  fiiriiiude,  worth) 
of  conscious  innocence,  suffering  viinuritcd  jninish- 
mentJ\v'\  Who  would  suppose  on  reading  tiiis  that 
Andre  was  carrying  on  a  most  infamous  negotiation, 
disguised  as  a  spy,  under  a  false  name,  with  the  dis- 
closures of  a  traitor  cnicealed  in  his  ijoot.'  .\nd  who 
tiiat  slio'ild  hear  the  regret  expressed  for  the  fate  of 
ArbiUhiiot  could  suppose  that  he  was  tlie  aiitlior 
and  prime  mover  of  the  Seminole  war,  in  vviiicli 
some  hundreds  of  our  men,  women,  and  chlhhen, 
liuve  been  massacred  in  the  most  cruel  marinei? 

It  is  alleged  tiiat  those  inciilents,  the '."xeculion  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  are  at  variance  with  the 
[H-inciples  of  our  conslitnti')n  and  laws.  Oar  coi;- 
stitiiiir)!!  and  laws  were  formed  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  have  no  force  in  Florida.  Am- 
brister and  Ildlishiijo  never  came  imder  llie  shud" 
of  til;  unihreila of  the  constitute. n.  "Tiiey  should, " 
Says  the  houorabl.'i  Sjje^ikf^r,  (ini.  Clay)  '•have  been 
turned  over  to  the  civd  tMUliority.  fco  soon  as  ttie 
stranger  treads  the  Americm    soil,  he  is  encircled 

[l']  LJisset. 
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by  the  laxs."  I  ansW'T,  there  was  no  civil  authority,  I  will  now,  sir,  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  some 
having  jurisdiction  oi"  their  cases,  to  which  they  of  the  observations  of"  gentlemen  who  have  precedr 
could  hive  been  turned  over.  They  never  did  tread  I  ed  me  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question, 
on  that  portion  of  American  ground  where  they  |  My  honorable  colleague,  who  made  the  report, 
could  claim  the  benefit  of  our  laws.  Nor  do  those  i  (mr.  T.  M.  Nelson)  proteils  against  the  power  of 
laws  protect  enemies  in  time  of  war.  They  did  retaliation  being  vested  in  a  commanding  general; 
not  protect  Sir  Charles  Asgill;  they  did  not  pro- 1  and  the  iwnorable  speaker  (mr.  Clay)  says  the  pow- 
tect  Andre,  or  the  emissaries  wlio  sought  to  cor-  er  of  retaliation  is  in  those  who  raise  armies,  and 
rupt  the  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line.  make   rules  for   their  government.     Congress  haB 

Our  constitution  and  laws  have  not  changed  the  |  repeatedly  acknowledged  ihe  usages  of  war; [e]  and 
laws  of  war.  Let  me  advise  you  to  make  no  at- i  the  usages  of  war  expressly  vest  the  power  in  the 
tempts  to  change  those  laws.  A  single  mtion,  how- 1  commanding  general. [/]  The  congress  of  the  re- 
ever  great,  cannot  change  the  law  of  nations.  You  ,  volution  declared  the  power  to  be  in  the  command- 
may  trammel  j'our  defenders,  and  prevent  them  ing  general.  The  nature  of  the  power,  which  is 
from   using   their   rights  for  your  protection,  ac- j  not  to  make  a  rule,  but  to  apply  it,  requires  ihat 


cording  to  the  usages  of  war;  but  you  will  at  th 
satTie  time  leave  the  enemy  at  full  liberty  to  exer- 
cise their  acknowledged  rights.  You  cannot  in- 
crease your  rights  under  the  law  of  nations;  you  can 
only  diminish  your  rights  by  legislating  respecting 
them;  and  that  would  be  improvident.  If  any 
change  is  to  be  made  in  the  laws  of  nations,  let  it 
be  elone  by  treaty. 

Sir,  you  must  allow  your  army  to  act  against  the 


it  should  be  vested  in  the  commanding  general,  op 
in  the  president,  as  conmiander  in  chief.  What  is 
to  be  done.'  It  is  to  be  determined  that  retaliation 
is  necessary;  the  object  for  retaliation  is  to  be  desig- 
nated, i^nd  executed.  This  requires  no  legislative; 
power;  for  the  rule  exists  by  the  laws  of  war.  It 
requires  no  judlci  d  power;  for  the  retaliation  we 
now  spe;  k  of,  is  supposed  not  to  fall  on  particular 
guilt.     The  whole  is  properly  an  exercise  of  execu- 


eneniy  as  other  armies  act,  when  engaged  in  war.  tive  power,  especiiUy  belonging  to  the  general, 
You  put  the  same  arms  into  their  hanub;  tiiey  must  for  the  safety  of  whose  army  it  is  executed;  and 
be  allowed  to  use  them  in  the  same  manner.  Nor  j  who  has  the  best  means  of  knowing  its  necessity- 
do  the  principles  of  our  laws  require  that  the  worst  There  is  no  foundation  for  the  claim  which  the 
of  criminals,  the  instigators  of  a  thousand  incendi-j  honorable  speaker  (nir.  Clay)  makes  on  the  part  of 
a;ies,  roobers,  and  assassins,  should  go  unpunished,  cjngress  to  the  power  of  retaliation.  It  is  true, 
merely  bi-cause  the  lenient  committee  say,  there  is  congress  can  make  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
no  "absolute  nec.^ssity"  that  the  offenders  should  army  in  all  places;  but  the  laws  thus  made  will  be 
die.    W'i  might  pardon  all  the  murflerers  wliom  we   prospective;  and   should  congress   make  a  rule  on 


hang,  and  the  thieves  whom  we  conh^ie;  yet  the  na 
tion  would  exist.  There  is  no  absolute  necessity 
f!)r  punishinjf  them:  Hut  the  principles  of  our  laws 
require,  that,  for  thi  good  of  society,  and  the  safety 
of  the  people,  no  crime  shall  go  unpunished;  that 
punishment  shall  certainly  follow  crime. 

It  has  been  said  that  tliere  is  no  instance  to  be 
found  in  Aur  history,  previous  to  the  Seminole  war, 
of  retaliation  upon  InJuHS.  Tiie  assertion  is  not 
correct  in  pmiu  of  f^ct.  I  have  lately  seen  pub- 
lished an  account  of  the  hanging,  in  one  of  the. nor- 
thern states,  many  years  ago,  of  some  Indians.  The 
P'jople  hive  ot'ten  discovered  a  disposition  to  reta- 
liate on  tlie  Indians;  and  some  examples  of  that 
kind  have  been  set,  unworthy  of  imitation;  at  the 
massacre  of  tl:e  hidi-ns  at  L  .ncaster   by  a  body  of 


the  subject  of  retaliation,  the  application  of  that 
rule  (ill  which  consists  the  power  of  retaliation) 
must  still  be  left  to  others  But  congress  have 
not  legislated  on  the  subject  in  the  present  case; 
ti)S  laws  of  war  furnish  the  rule,  and  leave  Us  appli- 
cation to  the  commanding  general. 

It  is  urged  by  the  speaker,  that  it  has  been  the 
uniform  usage  of  the  country  not  to  retaliate  on  In- 
dians.— I  answer,  that  if  this  were  so,  as  it  is  not, 
and  the  government  or  people,  from  beneficence, 
have  refrained  from  retaliation  on  the  savages,  de- 
siring to  giin  them  by  kindness,  and  that  is  now 
tuunu  impracticable;  it  is  the  more  necessary,  as 
well  as  justifiable,  now  to  use  the  means  allowed 
by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  for  the  punishment  of 
an  inliuman  people,  such  as  the  Semlnoles,  that  this 


men  called  the  Paxton  Boys. [A]     l-et  me  here  again,  law  is  provided.     The  writers  say,  "As  a  prmce  or 
remark,  that  the  white   men  and  Indians  punished    general  h^s  a  right  of  sacrificing  the  lifeof  his  ene- 


by  gen.  J.ickson,  were  punislicd  for  their  own  crimes. 
Sc,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  Walter  Butler,  a 
leader  of  Indians,  was  denied  quarter,  and  put  i(» 
dealli.[c]  x\l  King's  Mountain,  ten  of  the  torles 
taken  lu  tliat  battle,  wuo  had  violated  the  usages 
of  war,  were  immediately  hair^ed  for  their  crimes. 
There  are  other  instances  of  very  prompt  punish- 
ment having  followed  violations  of  the  usages  of 
War;  as  the  immediate  punishment  of  the  emissa- 
ries sent  by  sir  Henry  Clinton  to  corrupt  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  of  tiie  ringlead- 
ers of  the  mutiny  of  theJereey  troops,  who  were, 
by  order  of  gen.  Washington,  shot  without  the  fbr- 
in.ility  (,f  k  iri  il.[(/] 


[6J  I'.ie  1T1.1S3  icre  (jt  lU' Sii.'v.tiiet- Ciiict",  Ciirii- 
stalk,  on  the  Oiiio;  of  theCiien'k-e  Cmef,  H  n;,ing- 
maw,  on  the  Tennessee;  and  of  Logan's  relations, 
on  the  Oliio 

[c]  J  jdge  Marshall,  in  his  history,  s-iys,  "His  en- 
trea'ies  for  quarter  were  disregarded,  and  he  fell  a 


victim  of  that  vengeance  his  own  savage   temper  I      [e]  4tii  vol  laws,  535 
ha-i  di'.-ected  against  himself."  4iu  vol.  Appeidix  13. 1      [/]  V 


mies  to  his  safety,  and  that  of  his  men;  if  he  is  en- 
gaged  with  an  inhuman  enemy,  who  frequently  com- 
mit such  enormities,  he  appears  t«  have  a  right  oT 
refusing  life  to  some  of  the  prisoners  he  may  take,, 
and  of  treating  them  as  his  were  treated."[^]  This 
law  is  obviously  intended  for  the  punishment  of  sav- 
ages; and  the  more  incorrigible  the  Indians  are,  and 
the  greater  the  forbearance  of  the  United  States, 
the  more  necessary  now  is  the  exercise  of  the  pow- 
er in  question. 

We  ought  not  to  conTound  the  right  of  retaliation 
with  the  right  of  punishing  an  enemy  who  has,  in 
his  own  person,  committed  crimes  against  the  law 
perhaps  incorrect.  Judge  Murshall  says  they  were 
tried,  .  condemned,  and  immediately  executed  as 
spies.  Gen.  W.isiiinglon  ordered  gen.  Howe,  as 
soon  as  the  J  ;rsey  mutineers  should  surrender,  to 
seize  a  few  of  the  most  Hctive  leaders,  and  to  ex- 
ecute th^m  on  the  spot.  Tiiese  or.Iers  were  prompt- 
ly aiil  implicitly  oueyed.     4ih  Marshall,  568. 


[rf]  This,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  emissaries,  is ) 


battel,  321. 
[5-J  VaUel,  321. 
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of  nations,  and  tlie  usages  of  war;  and  whosr-  pun- 
ishment is,  therefore,  strictly  just.  All  ihe  persons 
punished  by  the  order  ot  Jackson,  deserved  to  due 
for  their  own  proper  crimes,  itad  were  not  put  to 
death  by  way  of  retaliation,  merely  for  the  crimes 
of  others. 

Let  me  again  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  order  given  on  the  16  h  of  January,  under 
■which  gen.  Jtckson  acted:  "The  honor  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  requires  that  the  Wat  witli  li>e  S-m moles 
should  be  terminated  speedily,  and  with  exemfiUvy 
punishment  for  hostilities  so  unprovok.Hl."  W^ 
have  seen  that  gen.  Jackson,  when  acting  at  his 
own  discretion,  has  spared  the  vanq^jished  savages; 
even  those  concerned  in  the  atrocious  massacre  at 
Fort  Mimms:  Rut  his  orders  now  directed  him  to 
inflict  "exemplary  punishnrj.ent "  He  could  not 
misunderstand  ihem.  Would  you  have  the  secreta- 
ry of  War  to  be  more  explicit?  Would  you  have  him 
to  use  the  language  of  Galienus,  or  to  write  his  or- 
ders with  blood? 

It  is  said  that  the  Indian  chiefs  who  were  hanged 
were  not  taken  in  battle,  but  by  stratagem.  The 
gentleman  (mr.  Clay)  who  urges  this  circumstance 
against  the  pro])riety  of  their  execution,  would, 
doubtless,  with  more  re ison,  have  urged  the  impro- 
nriety  of  executing  an  enemy,  who  had  laid  down 
iiis  arms,  when  vanquished  In  fair  combat,  had  that 
been  the  case.  Was  Andre  t;^ken  in  battle,  or  was 
he  not  taken  by  stratagem?  Were  the  emissaries  of 
Clinton  to  the  mutineers  of  the  Penns)lvania  line 
tiken  in  battle,  or  were  they  not  delivered  up  by 
those  to  whom  they  came?  Will  the  gentleman  ap 
ply  to  Washington  the  epithet  which  he  insinuates 
3S  due  to  gen  Jackson?  Does  it  make  any  difference 
in  what  manner  villains  are  taken,  who  are  proper 
subjects  for  punishment?  I  think  not. 

One  oi  my  honorable  colleagues  (mr.  Jolinson) 
has  introduced  the  correspondence  between  gen. 
Jackson  and  governor  Rabun.  On  that  correspon- 
dence I  did  not  er.pect  to  say  any  thing  in  this  de- 
bate, as  it  is  not  before  the  committee;  but  I  am 
desirous  of  removing  every  prejudice  against  the 
general,  and  will  briefly  notice  it. 

The  constitution  provides  that  the  president  shall 
be  commander  in  chief  of  the  arm) — and  of  the  mi- 
litia when   called    into   the  service  of  tlie   United 
States;  that  no  state  shall  engage  in  war  wnless  ac- 
tually invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  wiii 
not  admit  of  delay.     Suppose  a  slate  to  be  invaded, 
in  whicli  case  the  state  lias  a  right  to  make  war, 
and  the  president  and  governor  both  take  the  field — 
will  they  be  regarded  as  allies,  or  will  the  United 
States  be  regarded  as  the  principal,  and   the  state 
as  an  auxiliary?  Allies  act  in  common — concur   in 
the  appointment  of  a  comm mder  in  chief — and  di- 
vide the  conquests.     The  auxiliary  has  no  share  in 
liie  cniiquests,  Kud  tiie  principal  has  the  sole  riglil 
tomikf^  peace.[/i]     I  thmk  tiie  state  would  clearly 
be  regarded  as   an  auxiliary  only.     Then  the  presi- 
dent being  in  the  field  by  his  lieutenant,  to  whom  is 
committed  power  to  command  in  the   southern  di- 
vision of  the  United  States,  will  not  alter  tlie  right 
of  ths  principal  and  the  auxiliary.     Perhaps  general 
Jackson  was  correct  in  his  view  of  the  authority  of 
the  governor.     This  is  a  question  of  a  delicate  Ui- 
tiire,  import:int,  and  not  free    from    iliflicully.     I 
cannot  sav  tint  i  have  made  up  my  miiui  conclusive- 
ly upon  it,  and  desire  to  be  considered  as  not  com- 
mitted.    A  divided  command  must  prove  most  per- 
nicious to  the  public  interests. 

A  claim  of  right  constitutes  no  ground  of  objec- 

[/i]  .Vlurtens,  306,  307. 


•  ion  to  an  officer  It  is  a  military  principle  that 
no  officer  can  waive  the  rights  of  his  rank  and  corn- 
man  I.  The  cinef  objection  to  the  correspondence 
between  gen.  Jickson  and  governor  Rahun  arises 
from  its  temper,  which  does  not  exactly  comport 
wiUi  the  high  standing  of  ^-he  parties.  "  An  apolo- 
gy for  the  manner  in  which  ^;ener.d  Jackson  wrote. 
Will  be  found  in  the  feelings  excited  by  hearing 
that,  in  coa^cquence  of  (although  not  in  obedience 
*r))  an  order,  periiaps  illegal,  given  b\  governor 
Rubun,  the  w.ve.s,  fathers,  and  mothers,  of  the  fiith- 
tiil  Warriors  who  were  fighting  by  general  Jackson's 
side,  had  been  massacred. 

My  colleague  (m  .  J.)nnson)  seemed  disat,.-.fied 
wiih  the  secretary  of  s,;  ale,  .j.nd  isks  if  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  has  a  right  to  threaten  to  take  posts.  I 
reply,  that  the  secretary  has  not  done  so.  He-,  has 
only  said,  that,  if  the  necessities  of  self-defence 
should  agiin  compel  the  United  Slates  to  lake  pos- 
session of  the  Spanish  forts,  an  unconditional  resto- 
ration of  them  will  not  be  made.  The  secretary  of 
stale  has  a  right  lo  negotiate.  It  is  through  him 
that  this  nation  holds  conversation  with  other  na- 
tions. He  may  point  out  the  probable  future  con- 
sequences ot  certain  i)roceedings.  Thus,  at  Ghent, 
our  commissioners  pointed  out  to  those  of  England 
the  future  consequences  of  concluding  a  treaty  that 
should  impose  on  the  United  States  injurious  and 
degrading  conditions.  "It  is  inapossible,"  say  they, 
"that  America  buould  not,  at  the  first  favorable  op- 
portunity, recur  to  armt  for  the  recovery  of  her  ter- 
ritory, of  her  rights,  of  her  honor." 

The  conduct  of  gen.  Jackson  at  New-Orleanc, 
during  the  invasion,  v/hen  he  declared  manial  law 
in  force,  h:.s  been  meniiiined  as  indicating  an  inclina- 
lion  10  exert  unnecessa'ily  arbitrary  power.  An 
excuse  for  the  general  will  be  found  in  the  imminent 
danger  of  tiie  loss  of  the  country,  whose  inhabitants 
had  not  then  given  any  decisive  evidence  of  attach- 
ment to  tlie  United  States,  and  which  was  invaded 
by  a  poiverful  army.  If  mar.ial  law  may  be  declar- 
ed in  force  on  any  occasion,  a  more  fit  occasion  can 
seldom  arise. 

Some  youth  who  has  been  writing  for  the  pub- 
lic prints,  has  said,  (hit  martial  law  never  was 
declared  in  force  in  this  country  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  The  senior  members  of  this  house 
know  that,  in  Sv>:ne  of  the  states,  the  courts  of 
justice  were  shut;  ih^t  every  where  ihe  tories 
where  whipped  and  hanged  by  martial  laW;  that 
is,  by  tiie  law  of  force:  and  even  in  the  neighbor- 
',ood  of  Pliilavlelphia,  vindtr  the  observation  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  gen.  Potter,  as  the  hisiorian 
tells  us,  fij  was  in  the  habit  of  wiiipping  severely 
those  citizens  who  supplied  the  IJrilish  with  pro- 
visions.  Wi.en  the  naii  )n  is  is  danger,  whatever 
obsvriicts  iis  preserviiion  must  yi'jld  for  a  time- 
"A'tiidst  arms  thehiws  are  siLnt." 

The  fionorable  speaker  (.Mr.  Clay)  has  caused 
to  be  read  the  treaty  of  fori  Jackson;  a  treaty 
which,  he  says,  has  imposed  hard  conditions  on 
the  Creek  Indians;  and  lo  tlli^  he  attributes  the 
Seminole  war.  Tiie  war  terr.iinatevl  by  the  treaty 
of  f.)i"t  Jackson  Was  one  of  iiie  most  ungrateful, 
unprovoked,  treacherous,  and  cruel  wars  that  ever 
was  waged  by  b'  r'arians  agiinst  tlieir  benefactors, 
who  weie  gently  leading  them,  by  the  hand  of 
friendship,  io  civilization  and  happiness.  Aro  we 
alone  denied  an  indemnity  fiir  the  expenses  of  un- 
provoked w.Trs  f  Are  we  alone,  of  all  the  nations 
of  the  world,  forbidden  to  deprive  a  cruel  and 
perfidious  enemy  of  the  means  of  injuring  us  in 

fij  Marshall,  3i  vol.  406. 
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future  ?  The  gentleman  would  have  no  acquisition!  lund.  You  m-iy  applaud  without  a  trial;  for  there 
tna-le  from  the  Imlians  except  by  purchase.  I  is  no  rule  that  requires  that  trial  shall  pre'-.ede  ap- 
wo'ild  askV.he  {jfenileni-iii,  in  what  manner  was  that    phiuse,  and  in  appl.mding  you   do  but  swell  the 


beautiful  country  acquired  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  representatives  ?  Look  to  the  state  of  Ohio- 
see  there  a  country  equal  in  ex'ent  and  fertility 
with  tliat  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  fort  Jnckson, 
coiiqu'Med  from  the  Indians  by  gen.  Way.e,  in  a 
victory  in  which  he  killed  20  men.  But  the  g'en- 
tleman  asks,  wliat  would  be  said  to  our  tmreason- 
able  demmuh,  were  the  treaty  of  f)rt  Jackson  to 


voice  of  fame.  Iiut,  if  you  censure  without  a  t''ial, 
as  censure  is  a  military  punishment,  you  violate 
tliat  most  impoi'taot  and  well  established  r\ile  of 
justice,  wliich  requires  thsit  none  shall  b"  condemn- 
ed unheard.  The  law  provides  a  mor^e  in  wliich 
officers  may  be  censured  and  removed  from  office; 
but  it  is  proposed  to  you  to  do,  not  what  belong'S  to 
the  power  of  legislation,  but  what  belongs  to  the 


be  seen  by  the  powers  of  Europe  ?  And,  I  a'^k,  administration  of  the  laws. 
who  woidd  presume  to  find  fault  with  them?— (  Will  you,  in  the  controversy  between  the  Unit- 
Would  it  be  France,  who  has  so  la*ely  demanded  |  ed  States  and  Sivu;i,  throw  your  whole  weight  into 
Si);tin,    Portugal,   Italy,    Holland,   and    Germany  ?  i  the  scnle  of  S:)ain.  and  make  that  of  your  own  coun 


Would    it    be    Russia,    who    so  lately    demanded 
Poland  and  Finland,  and,  within  a  centxiry  past,  has 


try  kick  the  beam  ?     It  is  my  choice  to  take  the 
side  of  this  nation,  to  support  her  ri«fhts,  and  the 


demanded  forty  provinces  >  Or  would  it  be  Great  j  acts  of  her  ofEcers;  and,  I  find  it  equ'Ally  as  agree- 
Britsin,  w' o  so  lately  demanded  Trinidad  ;md  i  able  to  my  conscience  as  my  inrlination  to  do  so  on 
Ceylon,  and  is  now  demanding  the  residue  of  the|tUis  occasien.  It  is  the  union  of  the  various  part.? 
E'lSt  Indir-s  ?  No,  sir,  those  powers  are  otherwise  '  of  the  government  that  constitutes  its  strength. 
eng.^ged  than  to  notice  our  demands  of  a  just  j  L?t  us  leave  tiie  eKecutive  to  act  wi  ,h  ad  its  enevgy 
indemnity,  by  which  we  .shall  change  a  wilderness,  I  against  foreign  powers,  while  we  strongly  restrain 
through  wiiic!)  barbarians  roamed^  to  m  cdtivated  j  that  branch  from  acting  again9t  the  people.  Sh  ill 
and  poprdous  region,  the  abode  of  civilization  and   we  at  the  very  moment  when  a  negociation  is  de- 


happiness. 


pr-oding  with  a  foreign  nower,  t;ike  the  part  of  lliat 


But  the  gentleman  e.xdaims,  spare  them  their  j  foreign  prwer  .'  B-^  such  conduct  f^r  from  us !  fkj 
prophets  !  spare  them  their  religion  !  I  hope  tiie  But  what  have  been  the  motives  yf  gener.ilJ  ck- 
gentleraan  does  not  mean  to  bring  reli-^ion  into!  son.''  Hive  they  been  laudabl-?  HiS  he  been 
disgrace  by  prostituting  her  sacred  and  honored    actuated  by  a  desire  to  serve  his  country,  to  de 


nr.nie,  in  conferring  it  on  the  praf'tices  of  those-  vile 
deceivers,  who  have  brought  their  tribe  to  ruin 
by  instigating  their  warriors  to  massacre  our  wo- 
men and  children;  those  wretches  whose  frauds 
and  falsehood  had  been  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
failure  of  their  pretended  prophecies. 


fend  her  honor,  to  e.Klend  her  glory,  to  preserve 
her  peace,  happiness,  and  safely  .i*  Yes.  Even  the 
speaker  admits  th<t  he  intended  to  subserve  the 
best  interests  of  his  country.  I  am  deeply  im.: 
pressed  with  the  justice  of  the  rule  that,  "the  act 
maket'i  not  a  man  guilty,  unless  his  mind  is  also 


Another  objection  to  the  treaty  of  fort  Jackson  j  guilty;"  and  I  will  not  condemn  him.     He  deserves 
is,  that  it  was  signed  by  friendlv  chiefs,  and  only  j  well  of  his  country. 

by  a  few  of  those  who  were  hostile.  I  answer,  that  j  Even  these  acts,  the  propriety  of  which  is  doubt- 
the  power  of  the  hostile  chiefs  was  broken;  they  led  by  some,  have  been,  and  will  be,  most  bene- 
were  kided  or  dispersed.  A  treaty  with  any  na-jficial  to  our  country.  We  shall  have  no  more  B-it- 
tlon  or  tribe  must  be  entered  into  with  the  actuid  jlers,  or  Brandts,  or  Girlies,  or  Ambristers,  to  stir 
chiefs;  and  it  can  be  no  objection  to  a  treaty  ofiup  the  savages  to  cruel  and  veneful  hosMlitlc'? 
peace  that  those  who  signed  it  are  friendly.  I  pre  1  against  us.  The  decision  of  Ja'-.kson  has  put  an 
sume  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  combined  j  end  to  such  practices  forever.  H'-s  name  will  con- 
powers  is  valid,  although  entered  into  with  the  itribute  more  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country, 
reigning  monarch,  whose  throne  those  powers  re-jand  to  defend  it,  than  ten  thousand  men. 
establi'.hed.  I     Let  me  now  ask,  may  not  a  man  eTen  commit 

r  1  will  now  offer  some  objections  to  the  resolu-lsome  errors   which   it  wcndd  be  very  in'-xptvlie-it 


tions  proposed,  as  being  in  spirit  contrary  to  the 
pri:  ciples  of  the  constitu'ion.  One  of  the  most 
important  safeguards  of  liberty  to  be  found  in  our 
constitution,  consists  in  the  separation  of  powers. 
Nor,  will  any  measure  have  a  greater  tendency  to 
end:<nger  the  rights  of  the  people,  than  uniting 
the  different  powers  in  one  of  the  br»uches  of  go 
Vernment.     You  are  called  upon  to  pass  something 


for  those  for  whose  welfare  and  safety  he  ficts,  to 
censure  ^  This  course  of  censuri  g  officers,  by 
the  legislative  body,  is  ratjier  a  novel  proceeding. 
It  was  quite  otherwise  in  ancient  times.  The  Ro- 
man general  who,  by  his  errors,  lost  the  bafle  of 
Cannje,  and  brought  his  country  to  the  brink  of 
ruin,  wis  not  censured  by  the  senate:  they  knew 
his  holy  zeal  for  the  interest  and  the  honor  of  his 


m   t'l.^   nature  of  an  ex-post  facta  law,   or  bdl  ofjcoufitry.  and  he  received  th^ir  thanks. 

attainder;    measures   abhorred  and  prohibited   by       L"t  us  cone  to  a  more  recent  case,  and  one  mbre 

the  constitution.     You  interfere  with  the  constitu-    nearly  in  point.     Wus   Beikley  censured  for   !ii3 


tiojial  power  of  the  president  to  select  his  officers, 
ret  .in  those  with  whom  he  is  satisfied  and  dismiss 
those  with  whom  he  is  dissatisfied.  QJ  You  thus 


attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  dishonoring  t!ie 
,\merican  flag  ^  No;  the  proud  governmen"  w'lom 
lie  served,  never  cen.-i'ired  him,  and  considered  it 


take  away  his  responsihility.  You  take  upon  youjan  insult  to  demand  that  he  shjuld  lie  censured. 
to  act  as  military  judges;  to  censure,  and,  conse- 
quently, to  pun'sh  an  office  who  has  had  neither 
be.iring  or  trial.  You  violate  he  principles  ot" 
magna  chaHa,  principles  deemed  sacred  wherever 
t-ational  liberty  exists,  and  condemn  a  citir.en  with 
cut  the  judgmen'  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 


(^jj  This  is  amos:  d-.ngerous  attempt  to  trans 
fer  L!\e  responsibility  of  the  military  from  \af.  gve 
■a'dent  to  ihe  ho  ise  of  reorest't^tstlves. 

Sep.  TO  VOT..  XV       *  ''  TJ 


Toey  knew  that  he  acted  for  the  honor  of  the  British 
fleet  ;ind  nation;  and  that  was  his  sure  protection. 

CkJ    Evti-ai-t  fi-nm  th-  ■:p::ech  nf  .Mr.    Ciaij  on  the 

occnpiiCioii  nf  IVest  Flirida, 

•'Allow  me,  sir,  to  express  my  admiration  at  tha 

move  than  Arislidean  juslict?,  Wliich,  in  a  question 

if  terutorial  ti'le  between  ■kc  U  .ied  S'ales  and  a 

foreign  nati'tn,  iiv.t.'!c<"s  cectain  gende^nen  to  espouse 

the  pretensions  of  the  foreign  natioq." 
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The  speaker  referred,  by  way  of  preceden^  to 
the  case  of  the  here  of  lake  Erie,  which  was  before 
tT.e  house  at  the  last  session.     1  repard  the  wreath 


have  been  recorded.     I  speak  of  his  victory  over 
the  Creeks,  and  his  victory  at  New  Orleans. 

Let  us  corr-.pire  It  is  victory  over  the  Creeks,  with 


obtained  by  hire,  as  one   of  ihe  brif^best  worn  by  otiier  vict.  riPs  obtained  over  a  similar  enensy,  and 
any  of  our  commanders.     The  victories  obt^ilned  recorded  in  our  histr^ry.     When  Sullivan  advanced 


on  the  ocean,  acquired  renown  for  the  Americin 
navy:  in  that  respect  only  were  they  valuible.  Id 
de.rnding  tlie  nation,  or  obt:^inin^  peace,  they  wer 


'.o  avenge  the  massacres  of  W\onr.i'ig,  excited  by 
British  agents,  and  perpetrated  by  Indiiins  and 
'r.  itors,  lie  corrmandi  d   fire  thousand  men,   and 


with.iut  effect.  The  victory  i>f  Perry  was  highly  ifo\uid  eify'it  hundred  Indians  p'^sted  behind  a  breast 
iis'^ful;  it  opened  to  our  inv:ision  the  enemy's  coun  I  work,  with  a  river  in  tlieir  rear;  a  battle  ensued; 
try.  The  victory  of  M(,Donoug;h  w.is  much  iTiorejthe  Indians  were  beaten,  and  left  eleven  of  their 
S(i;  it  preserved  our  country  from  the  invasion  of j  warriors  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  At  Point 
the  enemy.  I  rejoice  that  the  hero  has,  in  a  man-  |Ple-isant,  where  the  In  litins  were  defea'ed  in  1774, 
ner  so  honorable  to  himself,  removed  tlie  stain  jwhere  a  Lewis  commanded,  and  a  Lewis  fell,  they 
wl  ich  tyrannical  conduct  towards  an  American  left  eighteen  of  their  warriors  dead  on  the  field  of 
otTicer  and  citizen  had  impressed  on  his  reputation. 


L:-t  us  exumiiie  t!ie  cUed  precedent,  avA  see  wha' 
was  done  in  the  case.  There  was  no  censure,  nor 
was  lliere  any  act  of  legislation,  as  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
TTan,  (Mr.  Pleasants,)  well  know,  because  you 
shewed  how  improper  legislating  in  the  case  would 
be. 
A  nation  should  preserve  its  glory;  and,  as  the 


ba'tle.  When  Wayne,  after  years  of  preparation, 
gained  his  victory  over  the  Indians  of  the  Nortii 
West,  they  left  twenty  of  their  number  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle.  At  Tippecanoe  the  Indians 
were  defeated,  and  their  loss  so  considerable,  that 
they  left  more  than  thirty  warriors  on  the  field  of 
battle. 
Jackson  marched  against  the  Creeks;  he  found 


glory  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  aggregate  of  j  them  in  considerable  force,  and  defended  by  works: 
the  fame  of  individuals,  to  tarn'sh  the  character  ofithose  works  he  stormed,  defeated  them,  and  killed 


the  most  distinguished  hero  of  the  United  States 
— of  the  present  age — is  to  tarnish  the  glory  of  the 
nation. 

The  supporters  of  the  report  also  profess  that, 
to  preserve  the  glory  of  the  nation,  is  with  them 
a  favorite  object.  Can  the  report  and  resolution>. 
proposed  have  any  such  eflTr-ct .'  It  might  as  well 
be  said,  that  the  enemy  who  burned  the  pre.sideni.'.s 
house  emhellisUed  this  city.  If  we  have  built  up 
the  house  with  additional  ornaments,  the  city  is 
indeed  thereby  embellished.  So,  if  we  shall  sustain 
general  J.ickson,  and  present  him  to  the  world  in 
a  brighter  ligVit  than  he  has  heretofore  appeared,, 
we  shall  have  increased  our  country's  glory. 


eight  hundred  of  their  bravest  warriors  in  a  single 
battle.  Thus,  he  gained  a  victory  unparalleled  in 
Indian  warfare,  and  acquired  for  the  United  States 
the  extensive,  beautiful,  and  valuable  country,  of 
which  you  see  a  map  suspended  near  you;  a  s.-nall 
p  irt  of  which  country  you  have  sold,  in  the  last  year, 
for  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Let  us  follow  the  general  to  New-Orleans.  There 
we  find  him  with  a  motley  force  of  three  thousand 
six  hundred  men,  meeting  twelve  thousand  of  the 
best  troops  that  ever  appeared  on  our  shores.  May 
I  not  say  of  the  best  troops  that  ever  appeared  in 
any  age  or  nation  .'  Yes — and  they  were  as  unprin- 
cipled as  fearless.     They  had  driven  the  warriors 


Are  you  ready  to  sacrifice  the  foremost,  far  thei  of  France,  those  conquerors  of  continental  Europe, 
foremost  of  your  heroes,  to  propitiate  Spain  or  Great  from  the  pillars  of  Hercules  to  the  Pyrenees.  A 
Britaiu  .^      Carthage,   conque-ed    and    degenerate}  part  of  them  had  sacked  this  city,  and  burned  the 


Carthage,  was  willing  to  sacrifice  Hannibal  to  the 
hatred  of  Rjme.  I  hope  we  are  not  disposed  to 
follow  that  example.  Should  we  do  so,  our  con- 
duct will  resemble  that  of  the  sheep  in  the  fable, 
who,  at  the  request  of  the  anibassador  of  the 
wolves,  gave  up  their  dogs.  O  !  what  an  accept 
able  thing  it  would  be  to  England,  to  hear  that 
the  heso  of  New-Orleans,  the  conqueror  of  P  icken 
ham,  had  been  sacrificed  by  the  jealousy  of  Ids 
country  ! 

When  a  measure  is  proposed,  we  should  care- 
fully  look  to  the  consequei.crs  of  its  adoption.  Ii 
is,  therefore,  worthy  of  particular  observation,  thai 
the  mditia  are  the  chief  defence  of  this  nation;  and 


capitol;  a  part  of  them  had  visited  Hampton — they 
had  left  the  fathers  in  anguish  unutterable — they 
had  left  the  matrons  and  the  virgins  in  tears;  yes, 
they  had  committed  against  us  wrongs  which  are 
never  to  be  forgotten;  and  by  those  wrongs  they 
had  obtained  for  the  descendants  of  their  com- 
mander a  right  to  wear  in  their  coat  of  arms,  in  all 
time  to  come,  as  a  badge  of  our  country's  disgrace, 
the  American  fl.tg,  with  the  standard  bioken. 

Surely,  sir,  tliere  must  be  an  overruling  Pro- 
vidence who  directs  the  destinies  oilmen  and  na- 
tions. Those  troops  who  had  violated  the  rights 
of  war,  who  had  committed  against  us  every  atrocity, 
and  heaped  upon  our  country  every  disgrace,  sailed 


that  the  utility  of  that  kind  of  troops,  in  a  great  i  to    New  Orleans:    and    there    they   met    the   dire 


measure,  dt-pfnds  on  Uieir  cotfi  lence  on  their  com 
niander.  That  confidence  can  only  be  obtained 
by  experience.  They  deserted  in  battalions  from 
Was.iington  himself,  before  he  had  e.-;tablisl\ed  Ids 
gre>  t  charucter.  No  man  ever  possessed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  militia  in  so  high  a  degree  as  gene 
ral  Jacks'-.n;  and  under  his  command  they  will  prove 
invincible. 

Let  me  now  say  a  word  of  the  services  of  the 


man  whom  it  it  proposed  to  disgrace.     Those  ser-  to  their  b.-ave  general  who  had  been  slain.     They 


avenger.  The  man  aopointed  by  Heaven  to  tread 
the  wine  press  of  Almighty  wrath.  With  a  hand- 
ful of  men  he  defeated  them.  With  the  loss  of 
thirteen  men,  he  defeated  twelve  thousand  !  The 
incendiaries  and  ravi<hers  were  punished;  and  the 
wounds  inflicted  on  our  country's  honor  were  heal- 
ed. 

So  disgraceful  was  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  that 
the  British  government  at  first  denied  a  monument 


vices  ought  to  br  sei  forth  in  a  s.ile  to  whic,.  I 
have  no  pretensions.  It  is  not  lor  me  to  speak  i.. 
adequate  ternis  of  the  firsi  (>f  heroes;  of  an  officer 
wii'jse  achievements  are  utipirilleled  in  ancient  ir 
in  modern  times.  1  do  not  l^.:^gllify  his  actions.  1 
call  on  the  m»n  deep  read  in  history,  to  shew  me 
the  page  where  victories  such  ai>  those  of  Jacksor* 


wjre  desirous  to  hide  in  the  shades  of  oblivion  the 
disgrace  of  their  arms;  but  fame  has  proclaimed 
the  renown  of  thevictor.  History  has  recorded  it; 
and  his  name  will  descend  to  future  tin.es  in  a 
si'-eam  of  light.  Su*h  is  the  man  whom  it  is  pro- 
posed lu  dishonor  ! 
It  sUould  not  be  forgotten  that  his  decision,  big 
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eriTg'y,  saved  Np" -Orleans;  lis  acknowledj^merit 
of  the  «i'u»h  of  the  gT'^nt  nd  fundarriPntMl  princi 
pie,  ihaf,  •'the  safety  of  tiif  pf.oplf  is  tiik  supheme 
lAW."  A  man  less  decisive,  less  devoted  to  t^'' 
cause  of  bis  country,  woulrt  have  liesita'ed,  and 
talked  of  civil  t-iq^'its;  the  leglsKitm-p  niiplit  have 
capitnlf^ted;  and  New-Orleans  would  h-ve  been  lost. 
T'if  British  negociators  at  dent  had  denied  our 
■title  to  I.ntiisiana;  and  had  the  possession  been  lost, 
it  is  doubtful  whethpr,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  it  woiiM  h.ve  been  restored. 

Let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  American  p-^o- 
ple  will  not  be  pleased  to  see  their  great  defender, 
th^ir  gjreat  ave'per,  sacrificed;  even  although  it 
should  not  be  lo  Spanish  hatred,  or  British  revenge. 

I  call  on  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  to  re- 
member Brandt  and  Butler;  to  remember  Wyominp- 
I  call  on  the  members  f'-orn  Qporsria  to  remember 
the  outrag'es  committed  on  their  frontier;  that  it 
was  to  preserve  the  lives  of  their  people  that  the 
Seminol''  war  was  prosecited;  and  that  the  enerery 
and  decision  of  p^eneral  Jark'son  has  obtained  for 
them  a  lasting  neace.  T  rail  on  the  members  from 
the  West,  to  re-nember  that  the  iinliesits!ing  deci- 
sion, and  vigorous  measures,  of  this  officer,  saved 
New-Orleans,  the  emporium  of  their  rommerce.  I 
need  not  tell  the  members  from  Tennessee,  that 
it  is  his  officer  who  has  exalted  so  high  the  charac 
ter  of  their  warlike  state.  I  call  on  all  to  remem- 
ber, that  the  proposed  measure,  if  adopted,  must 
give  joy  to  ouriate  enemy,  and  consolation  to  that 
power  which  perhaps  is  soon  lo  be  our  enemy;  and 
that  it  will  diminish  the  glory  of  th^ir  country,  by 
tarnishing  the  splendor  of  the  fame  of  her  most  dis- 
tinguished hero 

The  heirs  of  Ross,  by  order  of  the  prince  regent, 
wear  in  their  coat  of  arms  the  American  banner 
broken  and  dishonored.  That  insult  can  Iiave  no 
consequences  injurious  to  us.  But  take  care  how 
you  break  and  dishonor  your  standard  yourselves. 

Had  this  man  lived  before  Hesiod  wrote  and 
Homer  sung,  temples  would  have  risen  to  bis  honor; 
altars  would  have  blazed — and  he  would  hnve  taker 
his  stand  with  Hercules  and  Theseus,  among  the 
immortals,  as  the  preserver  of  a  nation;  the  vin- 
dicator of  the  rights  of  suffering  hun^anity;  the 
avenger  of  our  matrons,  our  virgins,  and  our  little 
ones. 


a-iy  of  liie  other  departments  of  the  govertKTT.-nt, 
they  would  reeet  my  most  dpc'ded  opposition. 

_  Punishmen'  implies  responsibility.  The  rcsp  nsi- 
hility  of  every  military  oflTirer  is  to  the  president, 
'^f  the  United  States.     His  responsibility  to  con- 
gress, through  the  consti  utioial  medium  of  im- 
^oac'imr^n',  and  through  that  alone. 

Hut  the  resolutions  before  us  have  for  th.eir  ob- 
ject neiiher  a  censure  of  general  .Tarksnn  nor  of 
♦he  PXPc\i1ive.  Pursuing  tlie  na'ural  course  of 
It'gislat'on,  they  ascertain  the  ex'S'ence  of  a  puii- 
lie  abuse,  and  r'^commend  the  .ipplicalion  of  a  con- 
stitutional corrective.  T'ley  sprir^g  from  an  en. 
qnirv  into  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  war,  to 
whicii  tlie  president's  message,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  called  the  attention  of  the 
house.  It  cannot  be  forgotten,  that,  during  the 
two  first  administrations  of  the  federal  govrn 
ment,  the  president,  at  the  commencement  of  everv 
session  of  congress,  met  in  person  the  two  houtcs, 
convened  together,  and  p^o'^ounced  the  addr'^-ss 
which  his  secretary  now  conveys  to  us  in  thefurm  of 
a  message.  In  relation  to  every  p -rt  of  the  ad-Jrfs-F, 
the  two  houses  separately  esTcised  theunques!  i  >!  . 
ed  rjgiit  of  responding.  Tiiese  responses  brought 
into  brief  review  the  whole  course  of  administra- 
tion. All  the  po'iticil  acts  and  the  actors  of  the 
past  year  were  held  open  to  the  scrutiny  and  opi- 
nion of  either  house. 

Such  v.as  the  operation  given  to  this  government 
by  the  framers  of  llie  constitution,  who  filled  tite 
first  congress  which  assembled  after  its  ratifica- 
tion.  S  ich  continued  to  he  its  operation  for  the 
first  twelve  yerrs  of  its  existence. 

lJ;!ring  the  last  eighteen  years,  this  practice  lias 
been  disused,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove 
that  tlie  powers  of  this  house  have  been  abridged, 
by  tlie  substitution  of  the  president's  message  for 
his  speech.  L'k';  the  latter,  the  formeryet  under- 
goes,  at  the  op  ning  of  each  session,  a  political 
analysis;  whicii  terminates  in  the  reference  of  every 
important  member  of  it  to  sor-ie  commi'tee,  charg- 
ed with  the  duly  of  reporting  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject  which  it  embraces,  and  of  recommending, 
if  necessary,  some  correspondent  act  of  legislation. 
Hence  the  origin  of  the  report  which  has  given  rise 
to  the  present  debate. 

Is  it  not  absurd  to  imagine,  even,  siiid  Mr.  M. 


And  shall  we  see  him  depart  from  this  city  in  J  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  c;in  apprise 
disgrace;  censured  and  dismissed   from   office  by  Ul'is    house   that    its    highest    powers    have    been 


congress;  and,  like  Camillus,  imploring  Heaven  so 
to  direct  human  affairs,  that  his  country  may  never 
have  occasion  to  regret  her  treatment  of  liim  ?  No; 
it  cannot  be.  Forbid  it  every  power  that  guard.s 
the  protectors  of  innocence!  Forbid  it  policy! 
Forbid  it  gratitude  !     Forbid  it  justice  ! 

Mr.  Mehceu. — The  report  of  the  military  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Chairman,  coupled  with  the  resslu- 
tions  submitted  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb)  have  relieved  me  from  much 
inquietude.  Having,  before  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  was  received,  denied  the  au- 
thority of  congress  to  punish  a  military  officer,  1 
rejoice  that  a  course  has  been  adopted,  which, 
while  it  falls  strictly  within  the  province  of  this 
house,  is  calculated  to  heal  the  recent  wounds  in- 
flicted on  the  constitution,  and  to  vindicate  the  in 
suited  character  of  the  nation. 

1  would  watch,  said  Mr.  M.  Vv'ith  equal  jealousy. 
the  encroachments  of  legislative,  as  of  executive 
power.      And,    aware    that    the    former    is    least 

capable  of  precise  definition,  and,  therefore,  most  .  ■  « 

easily  enlarged,  could  I  behold,  in  the  resolutions  j  it  should  prove  an  unavoidable  consequence,wiUnot 
on  your  table,  aa   attempt  to  invade  the  rights  oihave  constituted  the  motives  of  our  inveatigatioff. 


usurped;  that  the  constitution  ha«  been  violated- 
and  yet  no  complaint  can  be  made  of  tlie  usurpation, 
nor  any  exertion  to  prevent  its  recurrenpp  ? 

The  history  of  our  government,  Mr.  Chairman^ 
is  replete  with  enqtiiries  analagous  to  tlie  pre.'^ent. 
Need  I  remind  you  of  thrit,  in'o  the  coiuhict  of  the 
first  secretary  of  the  treasury  ?  Of  the  subsequent 
eriquiry  into  the  fjilnre  of  St.  Glair's  expedition 
against  the  North  Western  Indians.'  0"oftli  = 
more  recent  investigation  of  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  destruction  of  the  capilol  ? 

Were  it  necessary,  these  authorities  could  be 
corroborated  by  a  reference  to  the  long  es'ablislied 
practice  of  that  legislative  assembly  afier  which 
our  own  has  been  modelled. 

The  existence  of  a  power  of  legislation  implies 
the  auxiliary  authoriiy  to  enquire  into  ail  those 
abuses  or  defects  of  the  laws,  which  may,  by  any 
possibility,  call  for  its  exercise. 

If,  indeed,  in  the  progress  of  our  present  enquiry, 
the  cliaracier  of  gen.  Jackson,  or  of  the  executive, 
shall  suffer  in  theptiblic  estimation,  such,  although 
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RfrnPfTiberin.?,  <<s  1  lo.  Mr.  C  .airman,  with  fee 
injjs  common  to  ns  all,  the  'riump'a  of  the  Ameri- 
can .'inns  on  the  jilains  of  New-Orleans,  I  neeJ. 
scarcely  say,  thnt  I  entertain  no  personal  hostilitv 
to  ihe  commanrler  of  our  soiilliern  army.  I  fr^i'ikly 
acknowledge,  too,  sir,  Utnt  I  cannot,  in  tliis  e;iq'iiry, 
wholly  separate  llie  prt^sident  of  the  United  States 
fro  n  the  military  nfiicer,  wl-.ose  conduct  be  has 
app'oved.  And  yet,  it  can  hardly  be  reqiii''ed  ol' 
me  to  say  tlia^'  I  enterl.un  no  personal  hostility  vo 
OTir  presfnl  chief  magistrate.  Sir,  1  behold  in  him 
the  frieiKl  of  my  early  youth;  a  yet  more  s.-cred 
feeling  swells  my  heart — he  was,  sir,  my  father's 
friend.    . 

Xo'-  do  I  entertain  any  settled  ho.stility  to  the 
administration    over    which    he    presides.      I   ex 
pressed,  beyond  these  walls,  a  different  sentiment, 
at  a  time,  aiid  under  circumstances,  wliich  prevent- 
ed its  public  avowal  from  advancing  either  my  per 
eonal  interest  for  my  political  consideration. 

Sfill  less,  sir,  have  I  been  an  enemy  of  the  army, 
whose  conduct  I  am   r.bout   to   invfstigate.     I  ap- 


resisting  captives,  broi'ght  within  the  power  of  our 
arms,  by  the  chance  of  war. 

And,  lastly,  that  taese  accumalated  abuses  of 
oower  call  tiot  only  for  the  expression  of  the  opi- 
nion of  this  house,  but  for  the  interposition  of  its 
-othority  to  prevent  their  repetition. 

I  find  myself  arrested,  Mr.  Chairman,  ontlie  very 
'hreshold  of  my  firgt  proposition,  by  tlie  assertion 
)f  one  of  my  colleagues,  (Gen.  Smyth)  tliatthe  In- 
dians caimot  Wage  war;  because,  he  added,  th-y 
do  not  mnke  prisoiers  of  war,  while  another  !»0!!or- 
able  member  (Cd.  ,Iohnso;i)  who  preceded  him,  on 
the  same  side  of  ihe  question,  maintained,  that  oup 
statute  book  contaiMS  a  declaration  of  perpetual 
Wrtr  against  all  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits. 
Let  the  statute  book  answer  these  extraordinary 
doctrines.  The  aborigines  of  this  country  have 
been  our  associates,  or  our  neighbors,  for  more 
than  two  centuries:  and  we  have  maintained  to- 
wards them,  during  that  period,  relations  of  com- 
merce and  amity  as  well  as  of  war,  by  the  same 
means  by  whicli  we  have  regulated  our  intercourse 


peal  to  the  recollecion  of  the  house,  if  I  did  not  with  other  states.  Instead  ot  i  eciirring  to  the 
aealou-ily,  though,  indeed,  most  unsuccessfully, [treaty  and  correspondence  of  Ghent,  allow  me  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  to  tlio--e  gallant  men,  whoj consult  the  volume  which  I  hold  in  my  har.d,  and 
Iiad  merited  and  received  the  thanks  of  th?ir  coun  Uo  p.scertain,  from  our  own  intercourse  with  this 
try,  thepecuniary  reward  of  their  valor,  which  had  unfortunate  race  of  men,  in   what  light  we  have 


been  granted  to  them  by  the  justice,  and  confirmed 
to  ihem,  as  I  vainly  thought,  by  the  faith  of  the 
naion.  I,  too,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  a  humble  path, 
ardently  sought  to  follow  their  bright  example; 
and  ■!  e  partv  iu  Virginii),  whose  political  denomina- 
tion I  hear,  never  yielded  lo  their  more  fortunate 
opponents,  in  devotion  to  the  commonwealth. 

S  r,  the  friends  of  vhese  resolutions  are  the  best 
friends  of  the  army.  Let  the  army  gain  an  as- 
cendancy over  the  government,  and  it  will  become 
an  object  of  jeolousy  with  the  people.  They  will 
esteem  it  a  sm;dler  evil  to  disband  the  army,  tlian 
to  surrender  tlieir  constitution.  The  adoption  of 
the  resolution  is,  therefore,  essential  to  the  pre 
eervation  of  our  present  military  establishment.  If 
the  resolutions  fail,  the  army  ought  ta  be,  and  -will 
he  reduced. 

About  to  enter  upon  a  wide  field  of  debate,  to 
consult  numerous  authorities  and  documents,  I 
cannot  hope,  at  this  late  hour,  to  command  the  at 
tenlion  of  the  com  iiiltee,  and  respect  for  their 
conif  jrt,  sir,  induces  me  again  to  make  way  for  a 
Iixjtion  that  tlse  coinmillee  rise. 

The  ensuin;^  morning  Mr.  Mercer  proceeded. 
Having  sought,  Mr.  ch.armai,  to  remove  some 
of  the  prejudices  which  obstructed  my  way,  and 
cstablislied  the  constitutional  power  of  the  house 
to  riass  the  resolutions  on  your  table,  1  shall  pro- 
ceed to  enquire  into  the  origin  and  coniluct  of  the 
Semiaole  war.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  enquiry, 
1  mean  to  establish  the  following  propo';itions: — 
Thai  the  coi  situlion  of  the  Uni.ed  States  lias 
beei  violaie  1,  by  an  unaulhoriited  war  against  the 
Jn'li.ins  of  East  riorid.^. 

Th.it,  il  has  b^en  further  violated  by  the  unau- 
thorized capture  of  the  Spaiiish  fortresses  of  Sf 
M:u'ks,  .jf  1^ -usacola,  and  tiie  13  irrancas,  during  a 
period  of  peace   between  Spain   and  the   United! 
Sia.es. 

Tii.'t,  the  rules  of  judicial   proceeding,    estab  | 
lished  by  the  laws  and  usa.es  of  tlie  United  Stales, 
in  the  trial  of  military  offences  by  ceurts  mariial, 
have  been  liisre.^arded,  i;;  the  trial  and  execution 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Auiurister. 

Tint,  the  accustomed  clemency  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  f)ri7ier  .vars,  has  b^^^en  outraged,  by 
the  unuecessary  execution,  in  cold  blood,  of  un- 


hitherto  regarded  them.  To  ascend  no  further 
back  than  to  the  formation  of  our  union,  the  first 
volume  of  tl  e  laws  of  the  United  Stales  will  .ifford 
us  Indian  treaties,  embracing  every  variety  of  stipula- 
tion known  in  the  diplomatic  intercourse  of  the 
most  polished  nation;  from  the  articles  of  agreement 
and  confeileraiion  with  d.e  Delaware  nation,  a  treaty 
of  alliance  and  commerce,  concluded  at  fort  Pitt  in 
1798,  down  to  the  articles  of  agreement  and  capitu- 
lation, a  treaty  of  coriquest,  but  of  peace,  also,  con- 
cluded at  fort  Jackson  in  1814.  In  direct  contradic- 
'ion  of  the  assertion  of  mycolleague,  we  find,  among 
'he  intermediate  conventions,  stipulations  for  the 
mutual  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war;  and,  in  hostili- 
ty, with  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky,  the  far  greater  number 
of  them  are  treaties  of  peace,  promising  the  oblivion 
of  past  injuries,  and  the  establishment  of  perpetual 
friendsldp.  Nor  will  a  recurrence  to  the  history 
of  the  United  State^j  authorize  an  unfavorable  com- 
parison of  the  good  faith  of  these  untutored  savages 
wiih  that  of  our  more  polished  European  allies. 
With  the  Chickasaw  and  Choct.iw  natioii.s,  we  have 
made  several  treaties  of  boundary,  but  have  had 
occasion  to  make  no  treaty  of  pe  <ce,  since  that  of 
Hopev.'ell,  concluded  two  and  thirty  years  ago, 
under  the  old  confederation.  T^iie  treaty  of  Green- 
ville, with  the  North  Western  Indians,  endured 
from  1795  till  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  in  1813. 
The  first  treaty  with  t'le  Creeks  and  SLminoles, 
concluded  wiih  die  white  chief  McGilvray,  in  New- 
York,  in  1790,  was,  with  the  exception  of  some 
b'.rder  hostilities  with  Georgia,  of  questionable 
origin,  and  terminated  by  tlie  treaty  of  Colerain, 
in  June,  1796,  preserved  inviolate  till  1815.  Com- 
pare  these  dates,  sir,  with  those  of  our  treaties 
•vith  E'gland,  I'rance  and  Spain.  Call  to  mind  the 
repe^ited  violations  of  these  treaties,  and  tlien  ask 
)our  consciance  if  it  will  permit  you  to  cast  an 
I  imputation  of  bad  faith  on  your  savage  neighbors  i* 
In  all  these  treaties,  Mi,  Ciiairman,  the  loilians 
are  denominated  tribes  or  nations;  tliey  are  all  ne- 
gociated  and  signed  with  the  usual  solemnity  of 
national  comp.cts,  and  were  ratified  under  the  old 
confederation,  as  they  have  been  under  our  present 
constitution  of  government,  by  the  same  authority, 
snd  in  the  same  manner,  as  our   other  fgrcign 
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alliances  In  nor.e  of  iherr  will  th.e  legist  foundi- 
tloii  be  discovered  for  liie  claim  now  set  up,  to 
regard  the  I'ldinns  as  tlie  iH^vfii!  svhjects  of  our  f^o 
vcrninent.  No,  sir,  the  God  who  g-;ivc  tlierr.  being 
g^iive  them  frecio-n  too,  and,  while  vve  have  volun- 
tarily promised  them  protection,  they  have  never 
Bworii  to  us  alletriance. 

The  trea'y  of  New-Ynrk,  with  the  Creeks  and 
Senninoles,  Hice  th:it  of  Greenville,  and  aliviost 
every  oilier  .  riginal  treaty  with  tlie  Indian  nations 
in  our  tPrritorv,  carries  the  recognition  of  th^ir 
independence  so  f\v  as  "to  declare  that  every  An^e 
'  rican  citizen  who  shall   attempt  to  seltle   within 

•  ihf-ir  ten-itory,  sh  11  forfeit  the  pro'.eciion  of  1h 
'  United   Stages,    and   may    be   punished  at    t'-.eii 

*  pie-sur.'."  Tie  guarantees  of  their  reserved  ler- 
rifory,  which  distinguish  tlu-ir-  nnmerous  treaties 
of  peaceful  cession,  are  not  more  inconsistent  witii 
their  independence,  than  tlie  ceiehrUed  j.fuarant'^e 
of  our  liberty  by  F'ance  was  ir.ro  isistent  'vith  our 
sckiiouledged  sovereignty;  or  our  g'uarantee  of  her 
Wes'  India  Islands  with  their  dependence  upon  the 
mother  couiti'y. 

Sir,  it  is  a  maxim  of  experience  that,  as  maii 
acquires  power,  lie  forgets  rii^ht.  Tlie  lirst  of  thff 
iiuiiierous  treaties  to  whicli  I  have  adverted,  if 
compared  with  the  last  which  we  have  concluded 
with  the  friendly  Creeks,  or  with  the  doctrines 
lately  maintained  on  this  floor,  will  furnish  a  s*rik 
ing  illustration  of  this  melancholy,  btit  ancieni 
tru  Ji.  The  former  trc  ity,  throu}.-ho\it  all  its  nu- 
merous provisions  for  the  passaye  of  tro')p«  —  fo' 
th«  trial  of  fug-Javis  from  justice,  and  for  com- 
mercial intercourse,  not  only  regards  the  Delaware 
nation  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  people,  but, 
after  repelling  the  insinuation  tjiat  the  U.  States 
design  to  ex'erminate  them,  ^nd  possess  their  coim- 
Iry,  guarantees  to  them  their  whole  terri  ory,  and 
tenders  to  them  an  admission  into  the  A/nerican 
union,  as  a  co-ordinate  member  of  the  confederacy. 

There  is  a  doctrine  of  national  l<tw  inserted  in 
two  of  our  earliest  treaties,   whicli   is  worthy  of 


United  S  :ites,  if  ever  they  shall  be  fijund  in  the 
Creek  territory.  They  flid,  sir,  and  with  reason, 
to  Florida.  Did  thev  afterwards  return  1;>  make 
W'.tr  on  us  .'  Mo,  sir,  the  president's  mess.ige  at 
the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  congress  ii^formed 
u>;  that  we  w.-^re  then  at  pe.ice  with  all  the  world, 
Thr^^e  -itfiv'/c/i.'i'^Seminoles  and  th^ir  miserable  allies, 
the  fiigtth'e  C'-eeiis  and  neproes,  had  not  then  in- 
vaded  ou'-  frontier.  Tliey  were  beyond  tlie  li:Tiii.3 
of  the  United  Slates,  occnn;. ing  towards  us  the 
relation  of  an  inlependent  people — the  relation 
under  which  wf*  had  treated  with  thetn  for  p-ace, 
at  Vew-York  and  Co'.erain — and  under  which,  even 
in  our  Sjjiinifli  tVi'iUy  of  1795,  we  hid  exprciiily 
reserved  the  riiht  to  treat  again  with  ihem  fur  liia 
sanne  object.  T  ley  w^re  at  peace  when  eletach- 
nietits  of  nur  army  and  our  fleet  invaded  their  ter- 
ritory, without  the  authoril}',  I  yet  hope,  of  the 
.V'nerican  governm-^nt;  blew  up  their  0!ily  fortress, 
atid  scattered  n-er  tie  surrounding  plain  the  burnt 
an  I  manicied  bodies  of  two  h.undred  and  seventy 
unolIVnding  negroes  and  Indians.  Sii',  tliis  mas- 
sacr-  occurred  in  East  Finiida,  2yO  miles  from  the 
Georgia  set  1  legmen's,  and  15  inonihs  before  it  is 
even  pretended  that  these  unliuppy  people  had 
renewed  their  outrages  within  our  territory.  Nay, 
after  those  outrag-.s  did  occur,  tlie  message  of  the 
president,  as  we  have  seen,  aiinounced  that  we 
were  at  peace.  Tiie  seizure  of  xVmelia  Island,  sir, 
was  justified  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  brigands 
w'.o  landed  there  v/ere  a  foreign  pnwer,  a  secret 
law  of  t!ie  Uniicil  States,  tlien  first  published  to 
t'le  world,  in  or.'.er  to  warrant  that  act,  authorized 
the  president  to  oc.'tijiy  t!:e  territory  in  question. 
Bui  the  Indians  of  E.isi  Florida  were  not  a  foreign 
power,  :o  d  they  wrre  not  brigands,  as  our  former 
treaty  v.'ith  tliem  suiScietiliy  evinces.  'I  heir  riglit 
to  wa^'e  war  against  Spain  herself  was  as  perfect  as 
the  recugniz.d  rigiit  c»f  our  Iiidi.:us  to  wage  a  war 
on  us. 

Nor  had  we  ariglit,  either  as  regarded  them  or 
Spai",  who  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  their  ter- 


beingheldin  perpetual  remembrance.  In  each  of ;  ritor)-,  to  force  a  passage  t'lrotigh  it,  as  we  dl;, 
our  separate  treaiies  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka- 1  even  had  our  object  been  peaceable.  Is  it  required 
saw  Indians,  concluded  at  Hopewell,  in  1786,  there  ,  of  me  to  establish  this  principle  of  public  l.tw  ?  £ 
is  this  stipulation,  which  not  only  recogiiz^s  t'leisliali  ad.duce,  for  that  purpose,  but  a  single,  au- 
Indian  right  of  war,  but  seeks  to  regulate  its  exer-j  thority  It  is  that  ef  a  writer  who,  hiu.sjjf  the 
cise,  in  conformity  with  those  mj.xims  of  humanity,}  subject  of  a  small  principality  allied  ic,>  tiie  free 
from  which,  to  the  honor  of  our  country,  it  has '  Cant'iiis  of  Swiiztrland,  and  claiming  the  piotec- 
but  recently  departed.  "Ii  is  understood,"  say  ,  lion  of  a  sovereign  who  had  often  tc  contend  for 
we  to  these  Indian  nations,  and  they  to  us,  "lliat 

•  the  punishment  of  the  innocent,  under  the  idea 
'  of  retaliation,  is  unjust,  and  shall  not  be  practi'^ed 

•  on  either  side,  except  where  there  is  ii  manifest 

•  violation  of  this  treaty,  and   tlien  it  shall  be  jii'e- 

•  ceded  first  by  ademand  of  justice,  and,  if  rcftised, 
*then  by  d  declaration  vf  hostilities.^'     Wliat  is  t!>.!s 
but  that  law  of  nations  so  often  misquoted  or  mis 
applied  in  the  course  of  this  debate  ? 

Sir,  who  are  the  Indians  uf  Eist  Florida  ?  Those 
very  Seminoles  with  whom  we  treated  at  New 
York,  by  their  white  chief,  McGilvray,  and  the 
wretched  Creeks,  who,  refusing  to  ratify  the  treaty 
effort  Jackson,  fled  from  the  bloody  fit-Id  of  Tala 
poosa,to  the  only  asylum  left  open  to  their  retreat. 
Man  has  a  natural  right  to  live  somewhere  oti  the 
earth.  A  civil  war  had  raged  among  the  Creeks; 
we  united  our  arms  v/ith  the  weaker  party,  and 
when  victory  declared  in  otir  favor,  we  nude  a 
bargain  widi  our  friends,  articles  of  capitulation 
for  the  territory  of  our  enemies,  and  dem:lnd^d  of 
the  former  to  deliver  up  all  the  prophets  and  insti- 
gators of  the  recent  war,  whether  foreigners  or  na- 
tives, who  Lad  not  submitted  to  the  arms  of  the  < 


his  own  independence,  has  applied  the  maxims  of 
natural  reason  to  the  maintenance  of  poiitiral  trutli 
and  jtisiice.  "When  some  petty  oflicns/'  sa\3 
'  Valtel,  "violated  the  territory  oi'  S.ivoy,  in  ordir 
'to  CiU-ry  cfi' iVom  thtiicc  a  notfd  smi!i>>.' liiig  chic", 
'  the  kittg  of  Sardiniu  cr.used  his  con  plait's  to  be 
'  l:tid  befu'e  the  court  of  Fra'ice,  and  L',uis  XY. 
'  thoiig'it  it  no  derogation  to  his  greatness  to  ssjid 
'  an  ainbassador  extraerdinary  to  'I'urin,  to  give 
'  satisfriction  for  thai  violence  " 

"Since,"  says  the  saine  writer,  "the  passa^^c  of 
'  troops,  aiid  especially  that  of  a  whole  ariTiy,"is  by 
'no  means  a  matter  of  iadifl'ercnce,  he  who  desires 
'  to  iriurch  his  tri>o;)s  tl'.i'Oii,;h  a  neutral  counti'v 
'  mti.-t  apply  for  the  s(ivtreit(n\  prnmsrlov.  To 
'  enter  :ns  t^i'i-ito'y  witlioiu  hie  cuiiniitt,  is  a  viol,  - 
'lion  of  his  rights  of  sov'reignty  and  supreme. 
'  dor.iinio;!."  "If  tlie  r;eutral  sovereign  h;iS  good 
'  reason  for  refusing  a  ptissage,  he  is  tiot  obliged 
'  to  gr;inl  it."  "In  all  doubtful  ca^t^s  we  munt 
'  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  proprietor  resoect- 
'  it!g  the  innocence  of  the  use  we  desire  to  make 
'  o.  things  belonging  to  another,  and  mtrtst  acrj  uesce 
•  in  'lis  refusal,  even,  thofijfi  ice  think  it  unjust.     When 
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•  the  passiHi'e  is  not  of  absolute  necessity,  the  ba'.'=' 
'clanger  which  attends  the  admission  of  a  power- 
•fiil  army  into  our  terriiory  may  authoriz?  us  to 
•refuse  them  permission  to  enter."     "Let  it  not 

•  be  said,  with  Grotius,  th'<t  lie  who  requires  the 

•  passage,  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  right  on  ac 
'count  of  unjust  fears.     A  probable  fear,  founded 

•  on  good  reasons,  gives  us  a  right  to  avoid  what 
•ever  may  realize  it;  and  the  conduct  of  nations 
•afibrds  but  too  jus*  grounds  for  the  fear  in  ques- 
*tion."  "The  Switz'TS,  in  their  alliances  with 
•France,  have  promised  not  to  grant  a  passage  to 
'her  enemies:   they  even  refuse  it  to  ail   sovereign* 

•  at  war,  in  order  to   spcire  their  frontiers  from 

•  that  calamity;  and  they  ttke  care  that  their  ter- 

•  ritory  shall  be  respected."  To  this  doctrine  the 
only  exception  admitted,  is  in  fiivor  of  urgent  and 
absolute  necessity.     "As  where  an  army  find  them- 

•  selves  exposed  to  imminent  destruction,  or  un- 
•able  to  return  to  their  own  counTy,  unless  they 

•  pass  through  neutrrd  territories,  they  haveariijlit 

•  to  pass   in  spite  of  the  sovereign,  and  to  force 
their  way,  sword  in  hand.     But  they  ouglit  first 

•to  request  a  passage — to  offer  securities,  andp;»y 

•  for  whatever  damage  tbey  may  occasion.  Such 
•was  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Greeks,  on  their 
•'return from  Asia,  under  the  conduct  of  Agesilaus." 

The  author  here  supposes  the  passige  to  be  for 
an  innocent  purpose;  to  have  been  asked  of  the 
sovereign,  and  to  be  forced,  after  a  refusal,  only  in 
a  case  of  extreme  necessity. 

It  has  not,  and  I  presume  will  not  be  pretended, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  negro  and  Indian  fart 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Appalachicola,  was  required 
by  any  absolute  necessity.  Tlie  governor  of  Pen- 
sacola,  so  far  from  auiliorizing  the  act,  expresses 
his  expectation  "that  until  lie  receives  the  decision 

•  of  his  captain  general,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by 

•  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  by  gene- 

•  ral  Jafkson,  prejudicial  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
•king  of  Spain,  or  the  district  of  Appalachicola,  a 
•dependency  nf  his  government."  It  cannot  be 
pretended  that  this  hostile  measure  was  taken  with 
the  consent  of  the  Seminole  Indians;  and  if,  as  I 
hope,  it  was  done  without  the  order  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  it  was  certainly  with- 
otit  any  legitimate  sanction — the  authority  of  con- 

If  the  alleged  reason  for  this  wanton  injustice 
were  deeined  sufficient  to  warrant  it,  "that  the 
fort  had  become  a  refuge  for  runaway  negroes  and 
disaffected  Iiiflians."  where  voiild  it  rnrry  us.'' 
With  what  neighboring  n:aion,  civilized  or  savage, 
could  we  preserve  relations  of  amity  ?  Will  it  be 
pretended  that  we  have  a  right  to  punish  dis.iffec- 
tion  in  those  who  owe  us  no  allegiance;  or  to  re- 
cover by  violence  the  persons  of  our  fugitives, 
whether  bond  or  free  ?  The  attempt  to  gloss  over 
this  cruelty,  by  the  st:ggeslion  that  the  force  of 
the  miserable  negroes  wus  ♦'d*ily  increasing,  and 
that  the  fertile  b.*nks  of  the  Appalachicola  were 
about  to  yield  them  every  article  of  subsistence," 
is  calculated  to  shed  additional  horror  over  a  trans- 
action wunton  in  its  motive,  and  savage  in  its  execu- 
tion. A  war  upon  the  peaceful  negro  settlements 
on  the  Wabash  would  be  equally  politic,  and  in 
principle,  alike  jiisliiiuble. 

I  have  thus  traced  tlie  Seminole  war,  Mr.  Chair 
man,  to  tiie  unauthorized  invasion  of  East  Florid.'^, 
in  liilo:  but  from  thence,  to  tlte  month  of  Octobei 
of  the  ensuing  year,  the  terror  inspired  by  this  act 
seems  not  to  have  produced  the  usual  retaliation 
of  ;>av„ges,  the  indulgence  of  private  levenge. — 
Alo-ig  a  line  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  miles, 


from  tlie  moulh  of  the  St,  M  ry's  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  Prdido  by  the  3 1st  degree  of  latimde, 
we  hear,  in  fact,  of  .';carc'^ly  an  In^lian  aggression. 
The  destruction  of  their  fort,  and  t!ie  murder  in 
c  )ld  bl"od  of  twoof  their  chiefs,  must  have  inspired 
the  senirnenl  of  hostility,  but  they  wanted  the 
means  of  indulging  it;  Even  at  the  moment  when 
the  friendly  Indians  of  Fowl  town,  who  had  pre- 
served their  neutrality,  during  the  whole  Creek 
war,  were  assailed  by  order  of  the  American  ge- 
neral, there  had  been  no  invasion  of  our  territory 
by  any  Indisn  force.  Stories,  indeed,  sir,  have  been 
told  us  of  Iidinn  massacres,  at  the  recital  of  which, 
my  very  soul  sickened;  and  were  it  not  for  the  docu- 
ments on  our  table,  I  should  believe  that  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping  knife  had  deluged  our  southern 
frontier  with  blood.  But,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
sident's declaration  on  the  16ih  of  November, 
1817,  that  we  were  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
I  discover  that,  with  but  two  exceptions,  tlie  mur- 
der of  a  family  on  St.  .Mary's  river,  and  of  some 
travellers  500  miles  off  in  the  Alabama  territory, 
transactions  which  I  deplore  as  much  as  any  man, 
we  were  ourselves  the  aggressors.  The  unfortunate 
detachment  of  Scott,  the  attack  upon  which  is  said 
to  have  given  a  new  character  to  the  Seminole  war, 
and  to  have  justified  the  invasion  of  Florida,  fell 
a  victim  to  savage  revenge,  upon  the  river  Ap- 
palachicola, without  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Af.er  the  destruction  of  the  Indian  fort, 
in  the  preceding  year,  was  it  too  much  to  ex;.."ct 
that  the  Seminole  Indians  would  resist  the  pro- 
gress of  another  armed  force  through  the  bosom 
of  their  terriiory  ^  Had  they  to  consult  authorities 
for  the  right  of  self-defence  ?  They  recurred  to 
that  which  nature  has  stampt  upon  the  hearts  of 
all  men.  Sir,  these  Indians  are  represented  to 
have  been  sufficiently  powerful  to  be  the  objects 
of  our  fears.  They  must  be  regarded  as  inde- 
pendent of  us  from  our  own  express  acknowledg- 
ment. Spain  asserted  that  tiiey  had  subverted 
her  sovereignty;  and,  under  ouc  constitution,  war 
could  not  be  waged  upon  an  independent  neigh- 
boring power  without  the  authoriiy  of  congress. 
-\t  one  moment,  indeed,  we  hear  the  Indians  of 
East  Florida  styled,  wretched  savages,  outlawed 
Creeks,  fugitive  slaves.  At  another,  ti.ey  are  re- 
presented to  be  capable  of  bringing  a  force  of  3500 
men  into  the  field,  a  force  equivalent  to  half  our 
military  peace  establishment,  and  the  most  alarm- 
ing necessity  is  plead  to  justify  the  infraction  of 
tlie  neutrality  of  Spain  in  our  hcstilities  against 
them. 

This  necessity  brings  me  to  the  second  infrac- 
tion of  the  constitution  by  the  entrance  of  Florida, 
and  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  fortresses  of  St. 
.Marks,  Pensacola,  and  the  Barrancas.  In  regard 
to  tlie  mucli  questioned  passage  of  the  line,  I  have 
only  to  add,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  right 
reserved  by  our  treaty  of  1795,  to  make  peace  with 
the  Florida  Indians,  we  have  ever  regarded  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain  to  be  complete  over  the  In- 
dian territory  witliin  her  limits.  And  the  hostile 
invasion  of  that  territory  is  as  much  an  act  of  war 
agtinst  Spain  as  agamst  the  Indians  themselves. 
Being  equally  unauthorized  by  any  act  of  congi-ess, 
it  involves  a  similar  violation  of  the  constitution. 
Our  attention,  however,  is  borne,  along  from  the 
[■'loiida  liiic  to  less  questionable  infractions  of  the 
neutrality  of  Spain.  Tiiat  the  forcible  seizure  of 
the  Spanish  fortresses  would  be  an  act  of  war 
against  Spain,  unless  accompanied  by  some  ex- 
traordinary jiistiiicatlon,  is  not  denied.  But,  it  is 
defended  on  the  ground  of  necessiiy,  as  regards 
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St.   Marks;   and,  as  respects   Pensacola  and    the   still,  this  would  not  constitute  them  the  associntes 


Barrancas,  for  the  additional  reasons,  that  the 
Spanish  governor  refused  to  allow  the  passage  of 
provisions  up  tli?  Escambia;  and,  by  a  public  threat, 
rendered  the  seizure  of  those  fi;rtresses  essential 
to  the  maintenanr.e  of  the  honer  of  the  American 
arms.  This  reasoning  is  further  attempted  to  be 
sustained  by  reference  to  the  obligations  of  Spain 
to  restrain,  by  force,  the  Indians  within  her  terri- 
tory from  committing,  it  is  said,  iioslilties  against 
the  United  States. 

Aliow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  briefly  lo  consider  the 
nature  of  this  Spanish  obligation,  which  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  altogether  misunderstood. 
The  5th  article  of  the  Spanish  treaty  of  179.5  sti- 
pulates  "that  Spain  and  the  United  Slates  shall 

*  restrain,  by  force,  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
'  the  Indian  nations  living  within  their  boundary," 
an  obligation  which  is  afterwards  thus  explained 
— "So  that  Spain  will  not  sufTer  her  Indians  to 
♦attack  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  the 

♦  Indians  inhabiting   their   territory;   nor   will   t!ic 

•  United  States  permit  those  last  mentioned   Iti- 

*  djans  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  sub 

•  jects  of  his  Catliolic    majesty,  or  his  Indians,  in 

*  any  manner  whatever."  The  residi;e  of  the  clause 
prohibits  either  party  from  making  with  the  In- 
dians, witiiin  the  territorial  limits  of  the  otlier, 
any  future  alliance  whatever,  except  treaties  of 
peace.  This  stipulation  not  only  supposes  the 
possibility  of  future  wars  between  the  Indians  and 
the  contracting  parties,  but  as  the  employment  of 
force  by  either  party,  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities, 
against  tlie  other,  is  evidently  foimded  on  a  per- 
fect reciprocity  of  duty  and  interest,  the  interposi- 
tion of  force  by  either,  for  the  purpose  of  restrain- 
ing the  Indians,  is  expressly  limited  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities.  Spain  will  not  permit  her 
Indians  to  attack,  that  is,  to  commence  hostilities 
against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
treaty  does  not  impose  upon  her  the  unnatural  and 
unreasonable  obligation  to  aid  the  United  States, 
in  attacking  the  Indians,  who  inh.-.hit  her  territory, 
and  whom  she  considers  under  her  protection. — 
Spain  must  be  regarded  as  the  natural  ally  of  her 
oun  Indians,  but,  did  this  treaty  bind  her  to  an 
ofi'ensive  and   defensive  alliance  with  us,  against 

them,  either  of  two  conditions  would  release  her 
from  the  obligation  which  it  imposes.*  Her  in- 
ability to  fulfil  it;  or  her  incapacity*  lo  do  so,  with- 
out exposing  herself  to  evident  and  imminent 
danger;  to  say  nothing  of  her  right  to  enquire  into 
the  origin  of  our  war.  When  the  United  States 
were  called  upon  to  fulfil  their  guarantee  to  France, 
of  her  West  India  Islands,  we  rijplied  that  France 
began  the  war  in  which  she  was  engaged  with 
Great  Britain.  Bat  the  relation  of  Spain,  to  the 
Indians  within  her  acknowledged  limits,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  less  intimate  than  a  defensive  alliance 


of  our  enemy.  "The  contrary  principles,'-  say* 
Vattel,  "would  tend  to  multiply  wars,  and  spread 
'  them  beyond  all  bounds,  to  the  common  ruin  of 

•  nations.  It  is  happy  (or  Europe,  he  adds,  that,  in 
'  this  instance,  the  established  custom  is  in  accord 
'with  the  true  principles.  Switzerland,  in  virtue 
'of  her  alliance  with  Fri.nce,  furnislies  that  crown 
'  with  numerous  bodies  of  troops,  and  nevertheless, 
•lives  in  peace  with  all  Europe."  "The  real  as- 
'  sociates  of  my  enemy  being  my  enemies,  I  have 
'  against  tl)em  tiie  same  rights  as  against  th^  prin- 
'cipal  enemy.  But  it  is  not  thus,  with  those  na- 
'tions  winch  assist  my  enem)',  in  a  defensive  war; 
M  cannot  consider  them  as  his  associates.  If  I 
'am  entitled  to  complain  of  tluir  furnishing  him 
'with  succors,  this  is  a  new  ground  of  quarrel  be- 
'  tween    me  and  them.      I  may  expostulate  with 

•  them,  and,  on  not  receiving  satisfaction,  prosecute 
'  my  right,  and  mike  war  on  them.  But,  in  this 
'  case  there  must  be  a  previous  declar  uion"—' 
"Grotius,"  siiys  Vattel,  "appositely  quotes  the 
'  example  of  Ulyssus,  and  his  followers — blaming 
'them  for  having,  without  any  declaration  of  war, 
•attacked  the  Clconians,  who  had  sent  succours 
'  to  Priam,  during  the  siege  of  Troy." 

And  if  a  previous  declaration  of  war  is  reqtaired, 
wliere  the  powers  of  declaring  and  waging  war  are 
trusted  to  the  same  discretion,  how  much  more  ne- 
cessary is  such  a  declaration,  where  theconstitution 
of  a  nation  vests  the  power  of  making  the  declara- 
tion  in  one  department,  and  of  conductir^  its  opera» 
tions  in  anotlier  branch  of  its  government. 

To  have  constituted  the  governors  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola  associates  in  the  war,  they  should 
have  lent  their  whole  aid  to  its  proseculio'n,  which 
is  not  even  charged  upon  them. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  alleged 
necessity  of  seizing  those  fortresses.  And,  first, 
that  of  St.  Marks.  General  Jackson,  as  early  as 
the  25Lh  day  of  March,  soon  after  crossing  the 
Florida  line,  announced  his  intention  of  taking  S'. 
Marks   "as  a  depot   fjr  his   supplies,    should    iie 

•  find  it  in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniard.?,  thev 
'having  supplied  the  Indians."  That  he  derived 
no  right  to  take  it,  from  the  latter  use  of  it,  I  have 
already  demonstrated,  and  that  he  derived  none 
from  the  use  which  he  meant  to  make  of  it  him- 
self, an  attention  to  t'-ie  local  position  of  St.  Marks 
Will  readily  evince.  St.  .Vlarks  is  situated  104 
miles  to  the  northwest  of  the  Suwanee  towns,  tbo 
main  object  of  general  Jacksons's  campaign.  It 
stands  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  which  it  has 
given  or  owes  its  name,  and  nine  miles  above  iti^i 
mouth.  The  fort  is  surrounded  by  an  open  prairie, 
about  two  miles  across  and  below  it  extends  aa 
ope::  forest  of  pine.  As  a  military  depot,  a  position 
below  St.  Marks,  on  ilie  same  river,  would  have 
been  more  accessible  to  the  vessels,  which  were  tn 


and,  so  coiisidered,  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  go-ifninish  supplies  from  New  Orleans:  and  the  labor 
vernors  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  fi*lls  far  sli.n-i  I  of  a  fiitij»ui'  party,  for  a  few  days,  would  have  cnn- 
of  making  them  associates  in  the  war;  but.  if  ii  did  I  sti-ucted,  of  the  adjacent  forest,  a  protection  suf- 
make  them  associates,  their  acts  were  the.i  acts  of  fi''i'"i>Hy  strong  to  resist  the  attack  of  any  savage 


war  against  the  United  States;  which  it  was  the 
province  of  congress,  and  of  congress  alone,  to 
resent  by  war.  My  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
Barbour)  though  he  does  not  concur  in  this  con 
elusion,  has  candidly  admitted  th.it  the  Spanish 
governors  were  not  associates  in  tl-.e  Seoiinole  war. 
Regarded  as  the  allies  of  Uie  Indians,  if  they  went 
no  f.irther  than   lo  maintain  with  them  their  ac- 


force  which  could  have  threatened  the  safety  of 
the  position.  Such  i^  the  necessity,  on  which  this 
infr.iciion  of  neutral  right  is  grounded.  The  Spa- 
nish fort  deriving  its  supplies,  also,  from  the 
water,  would  have  been  dependent  on  the  Ameri- 
can, and  the  danger  of  an  Indliui  attack,  which 
threatened  St.  Mark?,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
American  army,  hud  ended  with  its  approrch.  Nor 


customed  intercourse  of  commerce  and  friendship,;  is  it  the  least  exiouation  of  this  unriuih'irized  act 


*Vattel,  page  326. 


*Vatle!,  page  Z2Q. 


of  war,    that    discoverie.s   were  nisde,   sfifr   the 
capture  of  the  fort,   which  evinced  ih:;':  i's  com- 
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man  Jer  was  unfriendly  to  the  American  arms.  The, 


he 


ire-ogauve  of  decl.rmg-  war:  "America," 
antecedent  act  shoiil.l  be  tried  by  its  own  evidence,  i  writes,  "just  to  her  treaties,  and  anxions  to  m^m- 
The  subsequent  discoveries,  if  ib'^y  amounteJ  lo  |  '  t:ii  i  pe»ce  wit!i  the  world,  cannot,  and  will  not, 
anythiig',  constituted,  as  I  hsv?  remrtrked,  a  cause  |  'permit  such  a  savage  war  to  he  c;irried  on  in  dis- 
of  war  against  Sptdn,  which  gpne'.'d  Jackson  had  j  'guise  any  longe-.     Asylums  l.w;'  been  granted  to 


ro  right  lo  declare,  or  to  wa^je,  -wtihout  a  declara- 
tion. 

St.  Marks  was  more  than  a  hunlred  miles  from 
the  Suwanee  towns.  To  reach  Pensacola,  it  was 
neces^iry  to  march  across  W'^st  Florida  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  furthc-r  from  the  principal  ' 
theatre  of  the  war.  T!ie  necessity,  howevor,  -.vhich 
tu'gpd  tlie  o-ciipa'ion  of  the  capita!  of  West  PInrids 
is,  if  possible,  less  appivent  than  iliat  which  was 
plead  for  tht  seizure  and  occipstion  of  St.  Marks. 
The  def"at°d  Indians  had  retir^^d  down  the  P'='- 
nirsula  of  Florida,  or  cro<;«ed  over  it  to'vsrds  St. 
AUj^Histine.  Fort  Gad'd.en  and  'lie  Appalachicola 
river,  to  s.'ty  nothing  of  St.  Marks,  then  in  our  pos- 
session, cut  ofT  their  retreat  upon  Pen=acola  Above 
Pensacola  itself,  on  the  C^nuco,  a  bnnch  of  the 
EsciTihia,  fort  <^rawford  served  as  a  check  upon 
the  Indians  in  that  vicinity,  and  .50  miles  from  this 
last  position  stood  the  American  fo-t  .Montgomery, 
on  the  .AL'ihama.  T:ie  desart  country  between  the 
Appalachicola  and  the  hay  of  Pensacola  contained 
neither  Spaniards  nor  Indians;  yet,  or.  the  5'h  of 
May,  after  having  discharged  a  part  of  his  force, 
.ind  proclamed  the  war  'o  be  at  an  end,  general 


'  the  persons  and  property  of  an  Iidiai  f)e,  fngi'ives 
'  from  the  tcintoiV  of  ihe  United  States.  Facili- 
'  tre.s,  deemed  by  me  necess.u-y  to  terminate  a  •.•ar, 
'  which,  under  existing  treaties,  should  have  been 
•rnaint.ained  by  Sp:i'm,  for  feeding  my  troops,  and 
'liberating  the  subjects  of  Soam,  imprisonfd  by 
•the  India's,  have  all  b^-en  denied  by  the  r.ffirers 
'  of  his  Catholic  majes-y.  All  these  fac's  pr  .ve 
'  the  unjust  co.  duct  of  the  Spanish  agen'.s  in  Flo- 
'  rida.  I',  c^innot  longer  be  tolerated,  and,  vlnough 
'a  republic,  fond  of  peacp,  the  U  uted  St.<tes  k^ow 
'  iter  rights,  an.i,  at  tht  exbense  of  ivar,  mill  maintain 
'  them  " 

In  deciding  upon  the  necessity  of  supplying  fjrt 
Crawford  with  provisinns,  by  the  bay  of  Pensacola 
and  the  Escambia,  the  committee  must  be  already 
struck  with  the  language  in  which  general  .Tackson 
himself  describes  it.  Finding  it  very  difjlcu.lt  to 
supply  furt  Crawford,  on  the  Canuco,  by  and,  he 
resolved  to  supply  it  b\  water  Here  is  no  neces- 
sity— none  that  could  justify  the  consideration  of  h 
refii.sal  to  permit  the  passage  of  provisions  through 
a  neutral  country,  as  an  act  of  hostility.  Most 
truly  does  general  .Tackson  speak  of  the  d-Jpxulty 


.fackson  announces  to  his  government  his  intpntion  j  ^'^'>'  o^  obtiuaing  the  supplies  by  land;  and  in  his 
to  occupy  Pensacola,  if  certain  reports,  which  he  I  ^^^^^}'  'o  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  in  which  he 
h.id  heard,  should  prove  true,  while  the  whole  tenor  '  ^-Pprises  him,  that  he  hdS  ordered  a  supply  of  pro- 
of his  letter  of  that  date  evinces  a  determination  I  ^'sio"s  to  be  sent  from  Nevv-O  d?ans,  by  way  of 
to  occupy  it  at  all  events.  He  expresses  it  to  be  !  l^e'isacola,  to  fort  Crawford,  on  the  Canuco,  he 
bis  confirmed  opinion,  "that,  so  long  as  Spain  has  '  '^'^^^t  that  tliis  route  has  been  adopted,  as  the  most 
'not  the  power  or  will  to  enforce  the  treaty,  \iy\^^^edy  one  of  provisiouing  one  of  his  garrisont. 
«  which  she  is  solemrily  bound  to  preserve  tlie  In- '  ^'''»  ^'h^"  J  ou  cast  your  eyes  on  t!ie  map  near 
«  dians  within  her  territory  at  ppr.ce  with  the  Ur.it-  j  y°"»  ^'^^  recollect  that  part  of  the  supplies  of  fort 
*  ed  States,  no  security  can  be  given  to  our  southern  i  ^'^"t^'  °"  Flint  river,  were  obtained  from  fort 
'frontier,  without  occupying  a  cordon  of  posts  {  ^^''"tgOinery,  at  tlie  distance  of  many  hundred 
♦a-Ipng  the  sea  shore."  After  the  seizure  of  Pen-  ""'^s;  and  when  you  perceive  that  tha  river  Ala- 
sacola,  he  enforces  the  same  reasoning,  in  an  argu- !  ^ama  connects  the  latter  with  the  port  of  Mobile, 
men^  in  favor  of  its  restoration.  j  that  from  f(;r.  .Montgomery  to  fort  Crawford  there 

In  Ills  preceding  letter  to  the  spc-etary  of  war,    ^'^  ^  ptibiic  road,  of  50  miles  only  in  extent;  you 


of  the  25ih  of  March,  he  informs  liim;  '«i'hat,  find- 
'  ing  il  very  difficnlt  to  supply  fort  Crawford,  on  the 
•  Canuco,  by  land,  he  had  ordered  the  supplies  for 
'  that  garrison  by  water"  up  the  Escambia,  that  is, 


will  readily  comprehend  the  nature  of  that  neces- 
sity urged,  not  by  general  J:ickson,  but  by  his 
friends  in  this  house,  .and  especially  by  one  if  my 
honorable  colleagues,  (Gen.  Smyth)  as  a  justifica- 


by  Pensacola,  and  throtigh  the  Spanish  territory:  I  tion  of  the  seizure  of  Pensacola.  But,  if  he  land 
and  that  he  had  "written  to  the  governor  of  Pen-  carriage  of  50  miles,  for  the  provisions  required  to 
*  sacola,  that  if  he  interrupts  thrm  during  the  pre- '  ^"Pr'ly  a  garrison,  consisting  of  100  men,  was  a 
'  sent  Indian  war,  he  shall  vieiv  it  as  :-.iding  the  ene 


*  my,  and  treat  it  as  an  act  of  hostility."  In  his 
letter  to  the  governor,  written  on  the  23d  of  May, 
the  day  before  he  entered  Psnsacola,  he  tells  him, 


serious  impediment  to  the  military  operations  of 
general  .Tackson,  allow  me  to  point  out  another 
channel,  which  would  reduce  this  transportation, 
by  land,  to  half  tliai  distance.     The  Perdido  river. 


"that,  by  a  reference  to  my  communications  of  the  I  '^^  warranted,  by  an  honorable  delegate  in  i!m3 
•  25lh  of  March,  you  will  see  how  fjr  I  have  been  house,  in  representing  to  be  navigable  to  the  Flo- 
'the  aggressor  in  the  measure  protested  against.  '''^■*  boundary,  in  boats  drawing  less  than  18  inches 
'  You  are  there,  (he  adds)  dis  inctly  advised  of  the  •vater,  and  from  a  point  on  that  nver,  opposite  fort 
»  objects  of  my  operations;  and  that  every  attempt,    Cravv.,'yrd,  the  distance  over  land  is  but  25  miles, 

I5ut,  let  the  difficulty  if  obtaining  supplies  for 


*  on  your  part,  to  succor  the  Indians,  or  prevent 

•  the  passage  of  my  provisions  in  the  Escambia. 
'  would  be  viewed  as  hostile  acts  on  your  psrl." 
Kejectlng  the  vague  '-eports,  mentioned  in  his  let- 
\er  to  the  secretary  of  war,  o*"  the  assemblage  of 
tlie  Indians,  in  f.)rce,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pros 'cola, 
genenil  J:ickson  here  evidently  rests  his  authority 
to  seize  Pensacola  on  the  ground  which  he  had 
assumed  on  entering  Fl  iridi,  of  the  necessi;y  of 
supplying  fort  Crawford  with  pr':visions,  by  a 
passage  through  the  territory  of  Spam,  and  thf- 
right  to  consider  the  refusal  of  that  passage  as  an 
eict  of  hostility.  In  his  letter  to  the  same  officer, 
of  the   27th  of  .^pril,  he,  in   fact,  assumes   the 


fort  Crawford  by  any  other  channel  than  the  Escam- 
uia  be  mi.gr.ifir^d  to  any  extent,  did  the  governor 
of  Pensacola  refuse  to  grant  the  retjUf  st  of  ^en. 
Jackson  r*  No,  sir,  the  cornpLin'  of  such  refusal 
is  rcd-.iced,  at  last,  to  the  narrow  gr  mnd,  tliat 
exorbitant  duiies  ire  charged  on  the  etitry  of  the 
provi.sinns  at  Pensacola.  The  whole  necessity, 
therefore,  is  resolved  into  the  expense  of  p  viig 
those  dutie.s.  Sir,  t.ie  resources  of  the  Uni  fd 
States  do  noi  require,  that,  to  save  the  dutle<,  ho\('« 
'Ver  (X  'rbiiaiu,  ( tud  their  amount  is  no  where 
stated,)  upon  the  provisions  n.  cessary  fir  the  sup* 
ply  of  one  hundred  men,  the  sovereignty  of  an 
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I- .  )  M.  10  f  -  rat  "Your  excellency,"  he 
writes,  "lays  to  my  charge  the  blood  which  may 

•  b  •  sh*"!  'ly  my  r-fusal  to  deliver  up  the  province, 
'  as  your  excrllency  requests,  which  T  shall  nevejf 
'do.  n  ir  can  I,  without  covering  myself  with  dis- 

•  honor  at  the  close  of  my  life  and  of  my  long  mili- 
'  taiy  career.  I  am  firmly  persuaded  your  excel- 
'  lency  would,  in  my  case,  do  the  same,  as  you 
'  would  not  venture  to  stain  the  honorable  laurels 

•  with  which  vou  are  adorned.  I  expect,  fro-n  the 
'  generosity  of  your  excellency,  first,  that  you  will 
'  set  the  olBcers  and  t^-oops  that  garrisoned  Pensa- 
'  cola  at  liberty,  aid  that,  after  supplying  your 
'  ^rmy  with  provisions,  you  will  sho)tly  evacuate: 
'  tlie  t.^rritory  of  this  province,  and  not  carry  on  a 
'  pirlial  war  against  \V°st  Florida  at  a  time  when 
'  our  nations  are  in  prof  )und  peace.  Finally,"  he 
'adds  to  this  conciliatory  let'er,  "if,  contr^iry  to 
'  rny  hopes,  your  excellency  sho  ild  persist  in  your 
•intention  to  occupy  this  f  rress,  which  I  am 
'  r  solv "d  to  defend  to  t'le  l:isl  extremity,  I  shall 
'  r»p<l  force  by  force;  and  he  who  resists  aggres» 
'  sion  can  never  be  considered  an  aggressor  " 

In  tlie  su'iS' quent  proceedings  of  gen  Ja«;kscin^ 
a  more  stnkii  g  illusir  ition  is  offered  of  the  ex- 
em  to  which  his  conduc  was  influenced  by  this 
threat.  No;  sai-fied  with  the  seizure  of  PensacO- 
ia,  withoui  resiatance,  he  proceeded  fourteen  miles 
below  it,  invesed,  and,  after  a  heavy  cannonade 
of  many  hours,  took  the  for'ress  of  the  Barrancas 
and  I  lie  governor  by  capitulation.  Nor  did  he  stop 
here;  but,  regarding  the  Spanish  troops  as  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  all  West  Floiida  as  a  conquered 
country,  he  shipped  the  former  lo  the  Havana,  and 
usurped  over  the  latter  the  civil,  as  well  as  milita- 
r> ,  administration  One  of  my  honorable  Colleagues 
has,  witii  singular  felicity,  offered  the  same  apolo- 
gy for  these  defensive  measures  of  the  American 
commander  wiiich  he  allows  to  the  emperor  of 
France  for  subverting  the  Prussian  monarchy.' — 
The  honor  of  the  French  arms  required  that  a 
threat  should  be  repelled!  Sir,  the  farce  of  the 
a-gu  nent  will  appaar  very  nearly  the  same,  in 
both  cases,  when  reference  is  had  to  the  relative 
■itre  gth  of  the  combatants;  hut  there  is   this  re- 


indejeden*^  nation    hou  d  he  t'-a    p'    'ill      f>o_ 
But,    even   this   ple^   for   ocnpyin.i,'-    Ptnsacola   is 
finally  rerfoved,  by  a  1'  tte'-  of  the  gov^'  r.  'r  to  ge  \ 
Jackson,  dated  six  .1.1VS  before  i' 9  seiz  ire,  i>   vhic'i 
he  Siys,  "that,  with  rspoct  to  the  pa=s  ge  of  pro- 

•  visions  up  the  Esomb'a,  I  have  not  hit'erio  n  e- 
vented  it.  .\nd,"  he  proceed*--,  "now  that  t  le  free 
•commerce  of  this  people  '.'■ith  that  of  the  interior 

•  is  declared  admissible,  by  higher  atithorivy,  here 
•will  in  future  be  no  di'^icilty  in  alio  v. 'g  the 
•merchants  to  transfer  fr>'Ti  hence   to  fort  C-aw- 

•  ford,  and  other  fo>ts  on  the  f'-o'tier,  as  ivei!   by 

•  water  as  by  land,  -,oh  itever  pvovisinns  and  ejf''cts 
•they  may  need  or  dfsire.  by  whirh  means  \  lesr 
•posts  will  readily  he  nrovi'-ioied,  and  your  excel- 
'lency  will  be  satisfied  "  Not  so,  hovever;  ge  :. 
Jackson  had  advanced  too  near  his  objec  to  ''e 
thus  diverted  fro'n  it;  and  «s  the  necessity  of  o"- 
cupying  Pensacola,  in  order  to  ensure  the  safe 
transportation  of  his  supplies,  hid  ceased  altoge- 
ther, a  new  reason  occurs  to  Sincti^n  the  measure. 
"On  my  march,  on  the  23d  of  M  .y,"  says  the  gene 
ral,  in  a  letter  to  'he  secretary  nf  war  of  the  2d  of 
.Tune,  "a  protest  from  the  governor  of  Pensacola 
«  was   delivere  i    to   me   by  a  Spanish  cffioer,   re- 

•  monstr.iting,    in    warm    terms,    ag.iinst.  my   pro- 

•  ceedings,  and  ordering  me  and  my  fo'-ces  instant- 
'  ly  to  quit  the  territory  of  fa's  Catholic  nuiJeHy,  luith 

•  a  threat  to  "ppfy  force,  in  the  e-^ent  of  a  non  com- 
'pliancr"  "Phis,  adds  the  general,  was  so  open 
•an  in  lication  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after 

•  having  been  early  and  well  a'vised  of  t.he  object 
'  of  my  operations,  that  /  h'sitntcd  no  Ioniser  on  the 
'  measures  to  be  adopted.  I  marched  for,  and 
•entered  Pensacola,  with  only  the  show  of  resist- 

•  ance,  on  the  24t!)  of  May."  Sir,  let  us  examine 
the  language  in  wliich  this  threat  was  couci'ed,  and 
ascertain  whether  it  was  of  the  character  describe] 
by  gen.  Jackson,  or  of  .such  a  character  that  tlie 
honor  of  the  army  required  it  to  be  resisted  by  the 
seizure  and  occupation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Bar 
rancas.  "It  having  come  to  my  knowledge,"  writes 
gov.  Masot,  "tliat  you  have  passed  the  frontiers, 

•  with  the  troops  under  your  commrind,  and  that 

•  you   are  within   the  province   of  West   Florida,  ^, 
♦which  is  subject  to  my  government,  1  solemnly '  mark  ible  difference  between  the  emperor  of  France 

•  protest  agaltist  tliis  procedure,  as  an  offence  to-'  ml  g  n.  Jackson,  that  the  former  was  theacknow- 
«  wards  my  sovereign,  exhoning  you,  and  requriny  I  I' dged  sovereign  of  France,  aad  the  latter  had 
'of  you,  in  his  name,  to  retire  from  it,  as  if  yon  do\  merely  u-iuroe  1  the  authority  ofcongre.ss  to  make 

•  not,  and  cmtinueyonr  aggressions,  I  shall  repel  force]  w  .r  up^.n  a  foreign  state.     Whether  gen.  Jackson  d 

•  by  force."     To  which  he  adds,  "as  the  repeller!  conduct  w.is  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  as  my  hon. 


'  of  an  insult  has  never  been  deemed  >  'le  aggr.  ssor, 
'  you  will  be  responsible  both  to  God  anil  man  fcr 
•  all  the  fatil  consequences  which  may  result." 
Is  this  an  order  to  general  Jack'-on  and  his  f ^rce 
'instantlif  to  quit  the  territory  nf  Sjiain,  with  a  threat 
to  apply  force  in  the  event  of  a  noiicoinpiin,,;ce  ?"  If 
you  do  not,  and  continue  your  ag^ressin.'^,  I  shu/l, 
said  the  governor,  repel  force  by  force.  Wnat  f  n-  e  ? 
Tiie  entry  ints  Florida.  That,  occurred  very  e.iil, 
in  March;  and  this  protest  is  dated  on  the  24  ii  of 
May,  thouglv  doubtless  written  on  the  23  1,  for  the 
aid  of  gen.  .I^ckson  certifies  that  it  was  received, 
on  that  day,  from  a  Spanish  officer,  who  snet  the 
Anrierican  army  on  its  m.irch,  shortly  nfier  it  had 
crossed  t'le  Kscambia  river;  and  consequently  when 
general  Jackson  \Tas  within  a  few  miles  of  Pensa- 
cola. 

Neit'.ier  the  object  of  the  .\mericHn  commander, 
nor  the  na'ure  o['  tlii"?  threat,  c mid  then  be  miv 
taken.  It  was,  that,  if  gen.  Jjckson  conlinved  his 
agifressi'ins,  by  attacking  Pensacola, /urce  ^voul'l  '>e 
fepelled  by  furce.  In  the  governor's  letter  from 
the  Barrancas,  of  ihe  fo-Uowing  day,  you  have  lii^ 
Sup.  to  Vor™  XV,  "W 


collcigue  (gen,  Smyth)  h.as  so  earnestly  and  in- 
geniously maintained,  is  a  question  between  him 
and  the  authority  from  wijich  he  derived  them,  ex- 
cep-  so  far  as  regards  tlie  pernicious  example  of 
.ilitary  insubordination,  which  is  afforded  by  the 
impuni  y  of  this  act.  But  my  hon.  colleague  will 
be  sensible,  on  mature  refl  ■  -tion,  of  the  embarrass- 
ment to  which  he  exposes  himself  when  he  seek* 
to  get  rid  of  the  express  limitation  contained  in 
the  order  of  the  \6a\  of  December,  n  .t  to  attack 
the  3e  nnole  Ii  li.ns  should  they  shelter  them- 
selves und'-r  a  S  lanish  fort,  but  to  notify  the  ^e- 
culive  of  the  fjct.  .My  collea(!,ue  has  contended, 
tliat,  as  the  Indians  never  did  seek  shelter  under 
the  wa!'«  of  a  Soaiish  fort,  this  order  shoiild  be 
construed  as  if  the  limitation  which  it  contains  b-.A 
const  itnted  no  part  of  it.  In  other  v/ords,  althoti^h 
,,^en.  J.ickson  had  no  authority  to  ta  k  a  9,)  nisii 
fortress  which  p-  necled  the  entire  army  of  our  ene- 
my, he  had  a  right  to  attack  s..;ch  fortress  vvithout 
any  suct^  provocation  or  necessity.  Sir,  in  f-Li  \on 
10  these  orders  it  is  prcper  to  lemaik,  that,  dep^r^- 
mg  from  military   usage,  the  governro«n«  «s»ig:t.^ 
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to  the  officer  chargerl  with  their  pxecution,  rea- 
sons Tti"  the  i-eslrai;its  which  they  impose  on  his  an- 
thirity.  "Tliestate  of  'ur  Dfi^  !ci  itio:  s  wit'i  Spain, 
'  and  the  temper  ".a  u^'osied  ^y  the  principal  F.  iro- 
'  pean  p  )\veri,  make  it  nnpoliiic,  in  the  opinio;*  of 
*  :lie  president,  to  move  a  force  at  this  time,"  four- 
teen days  oily  before  tlie  order  which  I  'lave  quol 
ed  "into  ihn  Sp;inis!i  posse-sions,  for  the  mere  pur 
'  pose  of  chastisiiii]^  tiie  Seminides  for  the  depie- 
'  dati  jOs  vhich  they  h^ve  heretofore  co:nmit*ed.''' 
And  if  policy  required  this  abstinence,  what  shall 
be  Slid  of  the  seiz'ire  of  tlie  capital  of  Wes".  Flori- 
d.t  when  these  I  ujians  had  been  cliastised,  and  all 
the  professi?d  objects  of  tlie  invasion  of  iheir  terri 
tor>  :»ttained?  Such,  sir,  was  the  exposition  given 
of  his  orders  bv  t!ie  p-'esident  lumself,  in  announc- 
ing !•-!  congress  that  he  had  authorised  the  Ameri- 
can army  to  cross  tlie  Florida  line;  and,  notwith- 
standing his  refusal  to  ce.snre  gen.  Jackson  for 
disobeying  them,  such  must  have  been  the  con- 
struction given  to  tliem,  by  the  president,  when, 
on  the  14'.h  of  August  last,  he  ordered  the  reslora 
tion  of  ihe  conquered  posts  and  territory  to  Spain. 

Much,  Mr.  C!Ki.irman,  has  been  said,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  of  the  motives  which  induc- 
ed the  American  commander  to  depart  from  his 
orders.  An  hon.  colleague  of  mine,  [\I  .  Rarbour] 
while  he  has  asserted,  that  necessity  would  have 
iustified  gen.  J^ck-^oii,  has  admitted,  although  he 
"means  to  vote  against  the  resolutions  on  your  table, 
that  there  existed  no  such  necessity  for  seizing  ei- 
ther St.  Marks  or  Pensacola.  He  has  told  us, 
that  there  are  degrees  of  necessity  v.'liich  would 
warrant  the  seizuie  of  a  neutral  fortress  by  a  'oili- 
t-u-y  cominander.  Sir,  necessity,  which  is  without 
law,  can  know  no  degrees:  and  my  honorable  col 
le-igue  might  as  \ve\l  attempt  to  resolve  duration  i  ;- 
to  tim?,  or  infinity  uuo  space,  as  suc!i  necessity  into 
degrees.  With  'he  motives  of  gen.  Jackson,  ex 
"cept  as  they  illustrate  his  acts,  this  house  have 
n  uhing  to  do.  The  conformity  of  those  acts  to 
tiie  constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  is  thesubj»^cl 
of  our  p-.esent  enquiry.  We  are  in  the  h.illofthe 
representatives  of  the  people,  asserting  tlieir  rights, 
to  have  the  constitutiri  admi  is'ered  according  to 
its  true  spirit.  The  course  of  argument  of  my  col- 
league would  be  s.rictly  pertin(.nt  on  an  indici- 
ment  for  murder.  He  might  reduce  the  o'lefice  to 
niinslaughtei-,  or  to  excusa'de  homicide.  Onv 
preseht  purpose  is  not  the  trial  of  a  public  oflen- 
der,  but  the  maintenance  of  our  own  constitution- 
al powers.  Sir,  the  very  worst  acts  have  been 
done  uith  the  very  best  motives.  P>!litical  and  re- 
ligious enthusiasm  have  at  times  subverted  tlie  fair- 
est constitutions  of  goveriimeiil,  and  shrouded  re 
ligion  herself  in  blood.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  1  look,  in 
this  ei\quiry,  to  higher  objects  than  the  cisaracter 
and  motives  of  gen.  Jackson — to  our  constitution 
and  laws— to  the  character  and  genius  of  the  Ame- 
rican people. 

The  doctrines  of  our  opponents,  on  this  que^ition, 
are  more  alarn;i  ig,  if  possible,  than  the  acis  which 
tliey  seek  to  justify  or  excuse.    If,  as  my  honorable 
colleague  contended,  vvho  addressed  the   commit- 
tee some  d^ys  .ago,  (gen.  Smyth)  a  declar^tian  of 
war  is  -lothing  more  than  ••a  recognition  that  war 
exists;"  whit  becomes  of  the  coHs/iiulional  autho- 
rity of  congress — of  all  the  restr;\in'.s,  ^hich  the 
constitution  has  sought  to  imp  iseion  ambition,  im- 
providence, and   corruption,  by  vestiig  the  power 
of  declaring  war  in  the  represe  itatives  of  the  na- 
tion?    Tlie  example  derived  from  the  practice  of 
other  nations,  among  whom  declaranons  of  war,  it 
is  remi»rk,e J  by  VfiUel,  have  fallen  into  disuse,  are 


inapplicable  to  us,  because  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  genius  of  our  free  constitution. 

Alike  extraordinary  is  the  ronclusion  of  my  col- 
league, that  because  the  pr'sileut  is  chargt  d  with 
the  execution  of  our  laws,  and  treaties  are  the  »u- 
l)reme  law  of  ihe  land,  he  may  execute  within  the 
territorie'^  of  Spain  the  provisions  of  :i  Spanish  trea- 
ty; or  the  yet  more  extraordinary  doctrine  that  all 
the  powers  of  this  government,  w'  icti  m.y  at  any 
time  be  exercised  beyond  the  limits  of  the  U'lited 
States,  are  cnncenier^^d  in  ll-.e  hand?  of  the  presi- 
dent. This  commit'ee  will  pause  b.>fore  it  sanc- 
tions doctrine?,  alike  subversive  of  the  indepen- 
dence and  laws  of  other  .  ati'ins,  and  of  the  theory 
and  maxims  of  our  own  constitu  ion. 

Thr-re  is  one  objection  u-ge;l  to  tlie  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  wliich  I  deem  it  proper  to  notice 
bef.re  I  qiit  this  branch  of  my  enqiiry.  It  has 
been  said  by  our  opponents,  ihat  without  intending 
it,  we  are  throwing  the  weight  of  our  opinions  in 
the  scale  of  a  foreign  nation  between  whom  and  our 
government  a  negociation  is  depending,  which  in- 
volves questions  of  great  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic tJi'Osprity. 

On  the  Other  hand,  several  honorable  gentlemen 
on  the  same  s'de  jf  this  question  with  myself, 
seem  to  have  regarded  it,  as  a  duty  to  themselves, 
to  disavow  the  direction  thus  given  to  their  argu- 
ments,and  to  express  sentiments  bordering,  at  least 
on  hostility  to  S  an 

Allow  me,  also,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say,  that, 
although. Spa'!!,  in  my  opinlor,  has  given  us  ampla 
cause  of  war,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  decla- 
ration of  hostilities  against  her.  We  claim,  I  uniler- 
siand,  as  our  western  boundury,  the  territory  west 
of  thp  Mississippi,  as  far  as  t^'-  Rio  de  la  Norte. 
If  by  treaty  it  is  ours,  let  it  be  occupied  by  our 
ai-ms;  ai  d  having  taken  possession  of  that  which 
belongs  to  us,  let  us  tender  to  Sosin  the  'xchange 
of  that  part  of  it,  adjacent  to  her  Mexican  posses- 
sions, for  Florida,  wliich  slie  do-s  not  want,  and 
which  would  he  to  us,  of  great  value.  If  she  shall 
no-  r>j  ct  this  proposition,  the  time  must  speedily 
arrive  whtn  she  will  perceive  it  to  be  her  interest 
to  accede  to  it.  So  far  would  I  go,  and  no  farther. 
Not  from  any  apprehension  of  the  power  of  Spain, 
but  for  reasor.s  of  pol.cy,  'oo  obvious  to  require  to 
be  enforced  A  ^ar,  even  with  Spain,  wouid  crip- 
ple that  commerce,  on  the  prosperity  of  which 
materially  depends  the  future  growth  of  our  yet 
infant  navy.  In  such  a  w^r,  we  would  have  to  con- 
tend, not  witli  Spain  alone,  but  to  encounter,  under 
tlie  disguise  of  a  Spanish  flag,  the  enterprize  and 
resources  of  France,  of  England,  and,  I  greatly 
fe„r,  of  some  of  the  most  abandoned  of  our  own 
citizens. 

Having,  Mr.   Chairman,  consunied  so   much   of 
the  time  of  the  cjintnittrC  on  the  first  propositions, 
wnich  I  proposed  to  sustain,  I  shall  pas?,  wiih  more 
brevity,  over  the  last,  which  invidves  the  character 
rather   than  the  constitution  of  our  goverimienf. 
In  the  enquiry  whether  the  rules  of  judicial  pro- 
ceeding in  the  trial  of  military  <>ffi'-ers  have  heeit 
wantonly    disregarded  in  the   trial  and    execu'ion 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  an  un'^xpected  dif- 
ficulty is  started  by  our  opponents,  who  question 
whether  the  special  court  which    tried  them,  was 
a  court    mai   ii!,  or  a  mere  board  of  officers  ?     It 
h  19    ii!0t  sufficed,  it  seems,    tiiat   general    Ja'ksorj 
infotmed   the  secretary  <f  war  "that   Aibuttmot 
'  and  Ambrister  were  tried  under  his  or.ier.s  by  a 
'  special  court  of  silect  officer.^,  Ugally  convicted;^ 
'  legally    condemned';  and   mos'  justly  ;.uiiis:)ed;'* 
or,  that  he  calls  the  court,  a  court  mariul  where- 
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ever  !ip  .,p  aks  of  i.,  -vhether  in  his  lette-s  oi'  hisi  tence  a  prisoner  io  death  without  ihe  concurrence 


genT.l  oi-'ers.  His  f"iencls,  ackno'vlpcl  fmg  their 
uiter  inrauaci'yio  '.efen''.  iiim,  on  his  own  p;-round-<, 
persist  i:i  flen'^jmin  '•  i'lfj  the  court  Ji  mere  board  of 
offiijs-s.  Its  pr'>ceedi:i,^s-,  they  regard  as  subjer* 
to  M'^  'pgal  restraint;  its  juJg-ment,  :is  msreco'insel 
or  a  U'if, ',  snbmitied  to  the  disc-etion  of  ihe  gene- 
ral, to  b°  dlered  or  PXi.ended,  at  his  mere  ple:tsure. 
Is  'h  -ir  v'piv  t^en,  si-,  rorrert  ?  Wfre  A  but'n  t 
and  Ambrister  tri '  1  by  a  court  martial,  or  merely 
examiaed  bv  a  board  of  ofBoers  ?  A  court  m  irtia' 
is  (tither  a  pener^d  court  fir  the  trial  >f  all  otf-^nc?s 
w'la'ever,  or  a  re  'ime  it  d  or  garrison  coirt  for  the 
tri.  i  of  offences  not.  cani'al.  The  former  mns'  con^^ist 


of  two-tiiirds  of  its  members.     A  concurrence  of 
'vo-ihirds  of  the  court  is  here  cept'fied. 

I  was  a  .^^H'Tai  court  ma-tial,  convened  i'l  vir'ue 
of  •  general  order,  "for  the  purp  ise  >f  invebti;ja*- 
*  ini^  the  charges  exhibiied  against  Ar!)Ulhnot  and 
'  Ambrisier,  and  such  otliers,  siiniUrly  siiuat^^d, 
'  as  might  be  brought  before  it  "  It  is,  therefore, 
d'^nominated,  by  gen.  Jack.son,  "a  .s-/y<".!a/  court." 
All  its  proceedings  were  app-oved  by  gen.  Jick-, 
son;  and  his  approval  showed  tliat  lus  ordf-r  !);»  I 
no-  been  d':S)be)e'..  And  yet,  had  this  h(;en  a 
board  of  oflicers,  they  would  not  liave  presumed 
to  make  exception  to  tlieir  own  in;  isr'.iction   over 


of  five,  and  may  cmsist   of  thirteen  oifi:ers.     The  i  any  matter,   upon   which,  their  opijion  was  asked 

latter  cannot  ex^^ed  three.     A  pri'snner  was  here  -  -    ■- " 

sentenced  to  death,  and  the  assemblage  of  ofhcers 
who  sentenced  him  to  thnt  punis'iment  consisted 
of  thirte  ■  ;  it  w  's,  therefore,  either  a  general  c-'-urt 
martial,  or  no  court  at  all.  A  general  court  inar- 
tial  is  required  l^y  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  to 
consist  of  "any  number  of  commissioned  ollicers 
from  five  to  thirtee:;;  but  it  'ihall  not  consist  of  less 
than  thirteen,  where  that  number  can  becmvened 
without  manif  si  i  'jury  to  the  service."  T  e  court 
which  tried  Arbutlmol  and  Ambrister  consisfed  of 


by  the  commanding  general;  nor  wo  ild  they  have 
i  ivite  I  the  prisoner  :o  ciialleivge  any  one  of  Uieir 
number.  A  supern'.imenry  officer  would  not  have 
befn  appointed;  their  proceedings  would  not  have 
been  wi  h  open  do")rs;  a  cone  irrence  of  1  wo  thirds 
wo\ild  nit  have  been  req  lirel  to  be  certified;  sior 
would  an  extension  of  tlitir  hours  of  sittiiig,  by  a 
general  order,  have  b^e a  at  all  necessary. 

Cjnfiir-nmg  in  so  m  my  particulars  to  tlie  articles 
and  usages  of  war,  it  is  to  b- greatly  deplored  that 
this  conr!  martial   and  the  gefieral  who  convened 


thirteen  officers,  with  a  supernumerary  appoiited  I  it,  departed  from  boHi  m  the  most  important 
to  act,  incase  of  U".f)reseen  absence,  or  incapacity  essentials  of  justice  Ft  neither  the  articles  of 
of  any  one  of  that  number.     A  general  court  mar-i  war,  nor  the  treatise  on  courts  nuriid,  authorized 


tial   is  req'ilred  to  have  a  judge  advocate,  whose 
duty    it  is  to    admini^ier    (o   'he  offi'^ers  the   oath 


the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  or  Ambrister,  by  thp  court 
which  'ried  them.     For  t  e  persons,  says  Macomb, 


prescribed  by  the  69  h  article  of  war,   and  to  act  j  "who  are  suhj-ct  to  the  military  laws  of  the  Unit- 
as   counsel  for  the   accused  as  well  as  the  court    *  ed  States,  md  a  nenable  to  be  tried  by  court  mar- 


'  tial,  are  all  persois  wlio  are  commissioned,  or  on 

•  [)ay,  as  olfi  :ers,  or  who  are  enlisted,  or  in  pay, 

*  as   no;i-conunissioned   oiHcars,   or   soldiers.     All 


The  court  wliic'i  tried  Arbuthnot  and  \mbrisier 
had  a  juJge  advocate,  who  administered  the  oath 
required  by  law,  and  interrogated  tlie  wi'.nesses. 
Tiie  prisoner  may  cliallenge  any  member  of  a  ge-  ]'  sutlers  and  retainers  to  the  camp,  and  all  persons 
neral  court  martial  appointed  to  try  him.  Vrbuth-  !'  whatsoever,  serving  with  the  armies  of  the  Unit- 
not  and  Ambrister  were  called  unon  to  exercise  f*  «1  StUes  m  the  held,  though  not  enlisted  soldiers, 
this  privilege.  The  prisoner  befor-  a  court  mar- 1'  all  milit.iry  store-keepers,  commissaries,  military 
tial  is  regularly  arraigned  upon  clurges  aad  speci-|'  ngents,  surgeons,  surgeon's  mates,  p  ly  masters, 
ficati:>ns  filed  against  him.  So  were  Arbuthnot  I '  Tii^rter-masfers,  chaplains;  all  oihcers,  conduc 
and  .\mhrister.  He  is  entitled  to  counsel  if  hej'tors,  guu'iers,  mr.tross.-s,  drivers,  or  other  per- 
requires  it.      Arbuthnot  made  application  for  conn-;  '  sons,    whatsoever,  receiving   pav  or  hire  ir,    the 


sel,  and  counsel  was  allowed  him.  A  court  mar 
tial  sits  with  open  doors,  except  when  it  decides 
a  question;  and  then,  the  doors  are  closed.  So 
proceeded  the  court  which  tried  these  prisoners. 
A  court  martial  has  only  a  limited  jurisdiction  both 
as  to  offences  and  persons.  So  this  court  decided, 
for,  of  the  3d  charge  and  specification  against  Ar 
butlinot,  the  court  decided,  "upon  the  suggestion 


'  service  of  the  artillery  or  corps  of  engineers  of 

•  the  United  States,  and  all  oifi  :ers  and  soldiers  of 

•  any  other  troops,  whether  milida  or  others,  being 
'in'islered  and  in  pay  of  the  United  State.s,  when 
'  acting  in  co  .junction   with  the  regular  forces," 

•  and,  by  a  special  act  of  congress,  "all  spies." 

In  this    entimera'ion  of  persons  .eubject  to   tiie 
cogn  zance  of  an  .\merican  court  martjd,  a  search 


of  a  member,  afier  mature  deliberation,  tliat  it  had  j  wiU  be  made  m  vain,  tor  a  descrip  ion  correspond 
no  jurisdiction."      A  court  martial  can  sit,  unless;  ing  with  Arbuthnot  and  AmbrisfT,  after  the  formei 
by  express  permission  fiv.m  the  officer  creating  it,!  had  been  acfiuitled  of  being  a  spy.     Even  where  j 
only  between  certVm  hours  of  the  day.     This  court'  particular  ofVence  is  cognizable  by  a  court  martial, 
was    by  order  allowed  to  sit   without   regard   to   the  character  "of  the  person  determines  whether 


Tier 
a 


hours.     In  the  organiz  Uion  of  a  general  court  mnr 
tl*l,  tlie  members  ire  seated  alteriiately,  according 
to  rank,  on  eacii  side  of  tlie  president.     So  wa'^  tins 


'  it    may    be  tried  by  a  civil  or  military  triburial. 

'  The  hurboriig  or  concealing  of  deserters  is  a  civil, 

or   military    offence,    according    to   the   state   or 


court  arranged.  A  court  martial  record.s,  along  | '  quality  of  tlie  person  who  commits  n."  If  by  a 
with  a  minute  of  its  proceedings,  all  the  testimmiy  soldier,  it  may  be  tried  by  a  court  martial.  If  by 
laid  before  it.     So  did  this  court.     It  is  its  special  a  citizen,  a  law   of  the    Uiuted   States   expressly 


province  to  decide  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  tlie 
accused,  and  on  the  punishment,  if  any,  which 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  them.  So  was  this  court 
required  to  do,  and  so  it  did.  A  general  court 
niartiil  is  required  'o  p-onounce  upon  every  charge 
and  specificiUon  exliibited  against  a  prisoner:  Tliis 
court  obeyed  this  recpiisiiiou  by  acquitting  the 
)5riso,ie:',  Arbuthnot,  of  bemg  a  spy,  and  respond- 
ing to  all  the  charges  and  specifications  against 
him  except  that,  of  which  they  disclaimed  any 
jurisdiction.     \  general  court  martial  cannot  sen 


provides  that  it  shall  be  tried  by  a  civil  court. 
The  same  doctrine  is  establis!ied  by  the  constitu- 
tion, which  provides,  "tliat  no  person  sliall  be  lield 
'to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  inf.imous 
'crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of 
'  a  gra,  d  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or 
•naval  forces,  or  ii»  the  militia,  when  in  actual  ser- 
'  vice,  in  time  of  war  or 'public  danger." 

liui  the  mode  of  trial  was  not  less  exceptionable, 
than  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  are  marked,  alike,  by  the  cxclu- 
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sioii  of  competent  tesiiniony  offered  bj  one  c.f  th 
aci'used;    and    by    the   admission   of  incompeten 
testimony   against   him.     The   following-  rules  of 
evidence  are  laid  down  by  the  best  American  authc. 
on  this  subject,  an  author  to  whom  the  commitic 
has  referred  us,  as   in  common  use,  and   who   i 
known   to   this   house,  from   liavirg  received    i'^ 
thanks  for  his  distinguished  gallantry.     "The  ev 
dence,"  says  Macom'',  "on  trials  by  court  martiul, 
is  the  same  thai  is  rs^quired  in  civil  prosecutions." 
"In  all  cases,  where  a  party  would  avail  himself 

*  of  the  incompetence  of  a  witness,  on  accoutn  ol 
•his  conviction  of  a  crime,  it  is  necessury  that  lie 

*  should  produce  to  the  court  the  record  of  convic- 
*tion,  or  a  sufficient  proof  of  iU"  Yet,  before  a.  •■ 
trial,  the  testimony  of  Ambrister  was  rejected  as 
incompetent,  when  offered  by  Arbuthnot,  in  his 
defence, 

"Letters  of  correspondence  and  all  familiar  writ - 
■^  ings  must  be  proved,  apon  oiiih,  to  be  written 
•by  the  person,  of  whose  hand  writing  they  arf 
•alleged  to  be."  Yet,  the  letters  ascribed  to  A'- 
buthnot  are  received  as  evidence,  without  a  shadow 
of  proof  For  the  author,  from  wh'im  this  evi- 
dence is  quoted,  also  adds,  "ilmt  even  the  com- 

•  pa'ison  of  hand  writings,  'hough  it  may  be  use 
•fully  employed  in  tlie  detection  of  f)Pgery,  is  no 

*  evidence  to  authenticate  any  writing  whatever,  as 

*  evidence,  in  a  criminal  prosecution." 

"An  attestation  of  a  witness  must  be  only  to  what 

•  he  aatually  knows,   from  his  own  observation  of 

*  the  facts  in  issue.     He  is  not  to  be  examined  as 

*  to   what  he  has  heard,  or  been  informed  of  by 

•  others,  f()r  his  testimony  being,  in  that  case,  a 
•reference  to  the  information  of  another,   who  is 

•  not  upon  oath,  is  no  evidence  at  all."  Yet,  in  the 
case  of  Arbuthnot,  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Indians 
who,  as  the  report  of  the  select  committee  justly 
remarks,  would  not  have  been  competent  witnesses, 
if  present,  is  received  by  the  court. 

"Facts  are  thr  subjects  of  evidence,  not  opinions" 
It  is,  therefore,  "to  the  truth  of  facts  that  evidence 
'  is   regularly  brought,   and,  to  form  opinions   of 

•  these,  is  the  province  not  of  the  witness  but  of 
•the  judge  or  jtiror  who  is  to  elecide  them.  No 
•party,  therefore,  in  a  trial,  is  entitled  to  obtrude 

•  the  opinions  of  a  witness  upon  tlie  court,  or  to 

•  call  upon  a  witness  to  answer  questions  of  opi- 
•nion;"  yet  a  witness,  Hambly,  a  Spanish  renegado, 
the  personal  and  open  enemy  of  the  prisoner,  is 
expressly  and  repeatedly  invited  by  the  court,  on 
the  trial  of  Arbuthnot,  to  give  his  opinion  of  the 
prisoner's  guilt  or  innocence. 

But,  admitting  the  prisoners  to  have  been  legally 
tried  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and 
legally  condemned,  the  execution  of  Ambris  er 
was  in  defiance  of  the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  f 
mockery  of  its  authority.  An  hon.  colleygue  of 
mine  (gen.  Smyth)  has  contended  that  tliere  wen 
two  seulences  in  the  latter  case,  and  jtisilfies  th"" 
approval  of  the  fivA,  which  condcfmued  the  prisoner 
to  death,  because  the  last  was  illegal.     "T'le  jud^- 

♦  menl  of  a  court  mariial  is  always  under  its  own 
♦control,"  8;iys  M  comb,  "until  i-  is  coi.imunicaied 
•to  t  le  officer  by  whom  it  is  convened  "  In  this 
case,  tlie  fir  t  judgment  was  re-coHsidered.  The 
re-consideraiion   restored   the  court   and  the  pri- 

"Bonerto  the  same  situation  in  which  they  had  sttoi 
hefore  any  sentence  whatever  was  pronounced;  ai  d 
the  final  judgment  w;is,  therefore,  the  only  jndg 
irent  of  tie  court.     T   is  judgment  sentenced  the 
nrisone    to  be  whipped  and  to  hard  labor 

Gener.il  Jacksi  n  ''disapproved    he  re-considera 
'  tiQii»'^<*ppioved  the  finding  and  first  sentence  of 


:he  court,  a-'d  on'.eied  Arr.brister  to  b;  shot." 
'lad  he  authority  to  do  so?  "With  the  jippoint- 
'  ment  or  convtitu  ior>  of  the  court  martial,"  says 
the  hig'  authority  I  have  already  quoted,  "the 
■  power  of  the  office;-  over  the  prlscner,  ceases 
'  u  .til  that  court  sIikU  have  pronounced  judgment, 
'  Tlie  preside  nl  of  t'^e  United  States,  or  j;eneral, 
'  can  no  m(jre  interfere  with  the  procedure  at 
'  courts  martial,  in  the  execution  f  their  duty, 
'  "han  they  can  with  any  of  the  fixed  courts  of 
'justice;  nor  even  af  er  the  court  niartinl  has  pro- 
'  nounced  its  sentence,  is  it  in  the  power  of  the 
'  piesideni,  general,  or  other  officer  ordering  the 
'  cou!-t,  to  add  o  or  alter  that  sentence  in  .^ny  one 
particular,  unU-ss  a  re  rommer.d.itian  to  ihut  effect 
'shall  be  therein  conained.  Tie  president  or 
'ccimm  ider  in  chief,  in  virtue  of  his  prerogative 
'  of  mercy,  m:  y  entirely  remit  tie  punishment 
'  v-hich  the  court  ha?  a»»arded,  or,  by  ilisapproving 

•  thesentenci,  he  ma%  oder  the  cmr'  to  sit  again, 
'and  to  review  the  procee  !ings  :ind  judgnieiit;  but 

*  he  can  no  more  decree  any  pai'icular  alteration 

*  of  their  sentence,  than  he  cnn  <<lter  the  judgment 

•  of  a  civil  court,  or  the  verdict  of  a  jury  "  Ar- 
buthnot and  Aoihrister  were,  therefore,  tried  by  a 
court  (if  inco  .  petent  jurisdiction — the  former  was 
condemned  upon  illegal  evid'iice,  and  the  latter 
executed  by  order  of  the  comm  nding  general,  in 
defiance  of  the  judgmeiit  of  a  court  of  his  own  ap- 
pointmeni;  all  of  vhose  proceedings  he  approved, 
except  their  single  act  of  mercy,  the  re-considera- 
tion of  their  sentence  a;^ainst  A  -  brister. 

The  general  order  of  the  29th  of  April,  com- 
manding the  imnieditte  execution  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister,  uneondemned  even  to  this  day, 
nay,  more  than  tacitly  approved,  is  Mr.  Chairman, 
a  stain  on  the  records  of  the  judicial  proceedings 
of  this  nation,  to  the  insecurity  of  the  honor  and 
life  of  every  Gffic<.T  and  soldier  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  every  citizen  of  America, 
who  may  be  legally,  or  otlierwise,  subjected  to  the 
judgment  of  a  court  martial;  a  pro-;eeding  which 
imperiously  calls  for  the  interposition  of  the  au- 
thority of  congress,  in  order  that,  instead  of  being 
convened  into  a  precedent  for  future  imitation,  it 
may  he  shunned  as  an  object  of  abhorrence.  Sir, 
it  is  no  little  cause  of  alarm  to  behold  the  highest 
military  court  of  criminal  jus' ice,  which  should 
be  the  shield  of  innocence,  converted  into  a  rod 
of  oppression,  While  1  listened  with  equal  atten- 
tion and  delight  to  the  eloquent  and  able  argument 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  New-Yo  k,  I  thought 
that  even  he  underrated  the  security  which  a  mili- 
tary court  is  designed  to  afford  to  an  innocent  pri- 
soner. I  thought  he  supposed  that  a  military  judge 
wa<  not  sworn  lo  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality.  [Mr.  .S.oirs  arose 
to  explain.  He  had  remarked,  he  said,  that  the 
charges  were  not  s(\'orn  to,  on  which  a  prisoner  was 
arrested.]  I  misunderstood  my  honorable  friend, 
said  Mr,  .Mercer;  but  even  here,  the  charge  must 
be  s:inctione.l  by  the  honor  of  an  offlrer.  A  gene- 
ral couri  martial  derives  its  appointment  from  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  highest  niili'.ary  aulhcrily 
in  an  arr.y.  its  sentence  is  inoper.itive  until  it 
receives  his  approbation;  undun)  ofHctr  who  should 
seek,  by  the  mttrur,,entality  of  such  a  court,  to 
gr.it  fy  secret  resentment  or  n.-ilij^nity,  would  ren- 
der liin)Self  cdiims  to  his  vhoie  c<jrps. 

The  ingm'iity  of  my  hon  colleague  (gen.  Smyth) 
Will  in  vuin  attempt  to  discovor  an  analogy  Le.ween 
this  trial  air!  any  oveni  in  the  jti(lici;il  hi>itoiy  of 
Ihisna'ioii.  The  board  of  i,{lj>.trs  -.vi  o  rt j)i/rted 
major  Andre  to  be  a  spy,  were  not  constiuiied  :k 
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court  martial,  but  if  they  had  been,  their  sentence  Scott's  detachmen',  destroyed,  as  I  have  proved* 
was  not  disregarded.     The  gentleman  will  turn  in    •     "    -   •    '■       ■        -  ■•  ■  - 

vain  to  the  annals  of  the  revolution  for  a  precedent 
to  extenuate  the  enormity  of  t!iis  whole  proceed- 
ing. We  have  been  asked  whence  this  sympa'iiy 
for  "two  British  piisoners  ?"  Sir,  my  sympathy  is 
not  with  them,  but  wiih  our  violated  lavs.  Tlie 
people  have  seated  us  by  the  fountain  of  justice, 

and  charged  u.s  to  preserve  its  pu'i  y  from  co:^- 1  himself,  tlie  victim  of  supersliiion;  that  he  deluded 
tamination.  Extraonlinary  and  alarming  as  are  his  wretclied  follo-vers.  Such  was  the  guilt,  sir, 
the  doctrines  of  martial    law,  maintained  in    this   of  all    the  augur.s  am!   sooUisayers  of  the  ancient 

re|Hiblics,  aomelinies  P:  aeuirs,  Consuls,  and  Dicta* 
t  rs,  not  til  Home  .tlone,   Mit  to  a  conqtiered  world. 


in  that  Indian  territo'y  which  our  army  was  not 
only  I  rtp.'iring  to  invade,  but  harl,  in  fact,  invaded; 
and  the  participation  of  this  chief  in  .he  bloody 
massHCi'e  '.'hich  closed  t  is  scene,  is  unsustainedby 
any  proof  wl' a' ever 

As  to  nis  unf  rtu'  ate  comrade,  the  Indian  pro- 
phet, what  are  liis  impu  f d  crinies  }     That  he  was. 


debate,  there  is  yet  some  consolation  in  perceiv 

ing  that  our  opponents  have  deemed  it  necessary 

to  take  a  double  ground;  and  lest  thejulgment  of  j  A  gudl,  i,i  which  lies  still  involved  tliree-fourths 

the  court  martial  should  no*  sustain  iheixcou  ioilof  the  human  r.ice;  mar.y  of  whom  yet  groan,  in 

cities,  in  palaces,  Mnd  tem!)les,  beneath  a  supcr.sti- 
tion,  compired  witi'  wtiich,  the  religion  of  the 
wiinderii.g  i^diabiiants  of  our  weHtern  wilds  is  sim- 
ple, ptaC'  f  d,  and  consolatory.  Or  did  his  gudt 
cons'Si,  as  has  been  intinmtcd,  in  returning  home 
with  a  fo-eign  co.iui.issi(jn,  after  having  crossed 
the  Allan  ic  in  ques;  of  aid.  lo  sustain  the  sinkings 
fortune  of  l.js  tr.he  }     Has  it,  Uien,  become  a  crime. 


of  the  priso'  ers,  they  have  resorted  to  the  bro.d 
right  of  retaliatioii — v/hich  brings  me  to  the  las' 
proposition  that  I  undertook  to  niainlain — that  the 
accustomed  clemency  of  thin  nation,  manifesti'd  in 
al!  former  wars,  has  been  disregarded  m  the  late 
Seminole  campaign,  by  the  execution  in  cold  blood, 
of  unresisting  captives  subjected  to  our  arms  by 
the  chance  of  war.     Wi.hout  enquiring   into  the 


manner  in  which  the  two  Suwany  chief-  were  |  hi  our  d.y,  to  Ive  our  country;  to  plead  her  wrongs, 
decoyed  into  our  grasp  by  the  use  of  the  Britisli  i  ^o  maintain  her  riglitsj  or  to  die  in  her  defence  \ 
flag,  or  Arbuthnot  was  dragged  from  beneath  lite.  Sir,  had  'ot  the  God  1  worship,  a  fJod  of  mercy 
protection  of  the  neutral  fl..g  of  Sp:*in;  acts  which,  I  ^s  «'ell  as  tru.li,  taught  me  to  forgive  mine  ena- 
coupled  with  the  succeeding  tragedy,  imbue  iis  mie-;,  did  he,  as 'he  gie;it  Spirit  whom  the  Seminole 
closing  scene  with  deeper  hoinr,  I  utterly  protest  a  lores,  allow  ;;ie  to  indulge  revenge;  were  I  an  In- 
against  the  application,  which  has  been  made  of  d>-"">  I  would  swear  eternal  hatred  to  yotir  race, 
the  exploded  usages  of  war,  to  justify  these  barliari-j  What  criiiies  havethey  coinrr.itted  agains  us,  that 
ties  Nor  will  I  dis'inguish  bet^veen  the  treatment  we  hnve  not,  with  superior  skill,  practised  upa:i 
of  our  Indian  and  white  prisoners,  a  distinc'ion  them  .''  Whither  are  ti.ey  gone?  Mow  many  of 
which,  until  this  debate,  was  never  heard  within' them  have  b'.en  sent  'o  untinely  graves!  How 
the  councils,  nor  known  until  the  late  Seminole  many  drivn  from  their  lav.ful  possessions  !  Their 
war,  in  the  practice  of  this  nation,  or  of  any  of  the 
numerous  states  of  which  it  is  composed.     The 

doctrine  that  Ambrister  was  not  entitled  lo  be  f'fs  tron>  us  on 'his  qi  slion — iny  honorable  friend 
regarded  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  because  he  had  no  I  ^  ">''ll  call  him,  for  he  inspired  that  sentiment,  while 
commission  from  his  own  sovereign,  would  have  I'^e  eloque  itly  described  tl.e  wrongs  and  sufferings 
equally  applied,  as  the  select  committee  have  re  j"f  this  unhappy  race — will  nut  condemn  in  a  poor 
marked,  to  the  most  distinguished  officers  of  our  iSen.inoie  I  dian  that  love  of  country,  of  which,  if 
revolution;  men  to  whom  the  venerable  congress, it  be  indeed  a  crime,  no  man  is  more  guilty  than 
of  that  day  voted  statues  and  monuments,  and  1  himself.  But  it  seems  iie  was  an  Indian.  Th£ 
whom  our  enemy,  in  all  the  pride  of  his  power, 'Suwany  chief,  his  comrade,  was  so  too.  Arbulh- 
dared  not  but  respect.  The  other  doctrine  of  mv  I  lot  and  Ambrister,  who  inspired  their  counsels 
honorable  colleague,  (gen.  Smy'h)  that  Ambrister  | and  led  them  to  combat,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
had  no  commission  from  the  Indii.n  nation,  to  which  j  themselves,  and,  under  t!;e  law  of  retaliation,  they 
he  united  his  arms,    is    lisproved  by  an  autiiority,  iwere  all  liable   lO  snller  death,  at  the  pleasure  of 


tubes  and  their  very   names  are   almost    extinct. 
My  honorable  colh-ague,  (Mr.   li.Hrhour,)  who  dif- 


which  he  himself  will  admit;  by  the  charge  to  which 
the  prisoner  plead  guilty,  and  upon  which,  he  was 
condemned  to  be  shot  by  his  prosecutor;  the  charge 
of  leading  and  commanding  the  Lower  Crtek  In- 
dians, in  carrying  on  a  ivur  against  the  U,  itcd 
States — unless,  indeed,  i  be  contended,  that  !s- 
commanded,  and  led  his  forces  ivithout  their  con- 
cent.    The  crime  of  aiding,  abe.ting,  and  comfon 


general  Jacks.;n.  And  thu.-.,  Mr.  (Jiiainnan,  the 
clemency  which  has  been  ob.served,  for  two  ceu- 
'Uries,  in  ail  our  conflicts  widi  the  aborigines  of 
Am'  rica,  is  at  IrT.gth  discovered  to  have  been  ari 
impolitic  abai.do.tniLnt  of  the  rights  wliich  we 
deriv- from  tl  e  laws  and  us;;ges  of  war.  Nay,  sir, 
the  victories  of  a'l  our  former  commanders,  in  all 
otiier  Ii.dian   wars,  ar'?  cat  into  the  shade,  in  or- 


ing  them,  on  which  the  remaining  charge  was  I  der  to  magnify  tlie  eh'ect  of  this  new  policy.  In 
founded,  is  evidently  n.erged  iu  the  heavier  ac-!  he  hard  fought  ba'ile  of  Pou.  Piear;ant,  in  which, 
cusation  to  which  he  plead  guiPy,  and  which  ht  I  have  heard,  i.hal  3  J^  Viij(;ii.ians  f  11,  irsy  colleague, 
sought  at  least  to  jns.ify.  And  if,  sir,  the  war  wasnge  eral  S  .lyiii)  flls  us,  that  only  18  Indian  vvar- 
ilefensive,  on  X\\e  pjrt  oftho..e  unh;.ppy  Indians,  a  riors  were  found  dead  on  the  fi.l  \.  B'fore  tiic 
jus. ification  more  complete  in  al!  its  p..rts,  could  impetuous  cha'ge  of  the  gallimt  Wayne,  but  20 
not  be  well  imagined  Ttie  be':efi.  of  iliat  ju>ii-  i'Ai.  At  Tippa-.mop,  but  30.  On 'he  bank^  of  the 
fication  would  alike  extend  to  Ai-bulhiiot,  a  ijere  T  llapoosa,  gtner.l  J.rks  n  lef,  BOOL^ibus  dead, 
trader  in  the  usual  subjects  of  Indian  connif-rce,  Sir,  it  i.>;  consol.\'ory  to  humuiiitj  to  look  beyond 
since  they  have  laid  down  the  ijow  an;i  airov.-  and  I  lese  fiidJs  of  sihmi(!".er,  lo  the  peace  which  fol- 
resorted  for  -ubsistence,  as  uell  hs  security,  to  1';e  10vve:l  t  em,  the  only  object  «f  a  just  war;  from  the 
musket  and  rifl-,  if  he  liad  not  in  fic.  d;scounlen;mc-  l5  .ttle  if  Poini  Pleasant  to  die  present  dii}-,  Iidian 
ed  tiieir  resisianceof  a  f>,rce  that  he  saw  must  over-  lOSMli'ies  iiavecMsed  m  Virginia.  The  viciories 
whelm  them.  j  oi  W;iyne  led  to  ih.;  ircat\  ofGeenvillc,  and  was 

Who,  sir,  were  (he  other  captives  condemned  to!  oil'..*  ed  by  a  pejce  ■  f  ly  ;  '-ars  'i'he  trealie.';  of 
deat!  i"  It  has  been  said  of  one  of  ihe  Suwany  !loI)e.^  eh,  si' N,  .  Yrk,  and  of  Colerain,  preceded 
chiefs,  that  he  was  tlie  author  of  the  massacre  of!  'oy  nj  battles,  were  iticcteded  by  a  peace,  which 
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w.ih  tVJe  Greeks  and  Si^f^'noles,  it  required,  af  er 
the  lapse  of  nineteen  years,  another  Rritisli  war  to 
disturb;  and  which,  with  the  (3!)octawand  Chicka- 
saw Indians,  endMr-s  to  this  moment.  While  the 
splendid  victory  nf  Tallanoosa,  and  the  tri"aty  of 
fort  Jackson,  have  not  yet,  it  is  saH.  sfCMred  to  us 
peace,  altho  ipjh  aided  by  our  new  code  of  rf^talia- 
tion,  and  i's  practical  comnie^'tary,  tjie  execution, 
ill  cold  blood,  off  ur  Inflian  can'^ives 

Ml'.  Cbaiman,  it  has  been  justly  remarked,  that  \ 


been  able  to  furnish  a  solitary  example  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  an  India-)  cap  ive,  in  cold  blood.  Usage 
is  th«"  best  expositor  of  national  law,  and  the  us;ige 
of  two  ce  iUiries  excludes  tiiis  new  law  of  retalia- 
tion from  the  huma'ie  code  of  Ampr.ca. 

It  has  been  urfjed  by  one  of  my  honorable  col- 
leaeues  (Ren.  Smyth)  to  wliose  argument  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  advert,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  the  glory  of  a  nation  consists  of  the 
fume  of  its  great  men.  T  had  thought  it  more  com- 


the  only  lawful  e'ld  of  re'aliation  is  lost  on  an  In- !  pr^lie- sive.  That  it  embraced  :dl  the  blessings, 
di-'.n  foe.  Death  has  no  terrors  fir  a  North  Ane-  niciral  and  physical,  with  which  the  munificence 
rican  sivag°.  Hunting  and  w^r  are  his  delight  j  of  heaven  has  crowned  the  lot  of  any  people.  The 
He  hates  labor.  You  may  nunisii  1.1m  by  requiring  i  fxtent  of  their  *errito'-y,  the  salubrity  of  their 
him  to  con»;tr'!ct  another  wig  warn,  by  1  tying  waste  I  climate,  the  ferliliiy  of  their  soil,  the  multitude  and 
his    corn  fields,    or   des'roying    th"    fruits    of  his   vu-iety    of  its   prodnctio's,   the  scenei-y   of  their 


harvest.  So  far  our  retaliation  has  hitherto  gone. 
And  the  peace  which  it  has  purcSased,  has  evinced 
its  efficacy.  The  Indian  is  as  generous  as  he  is 
brave  In  our  past  intercourse  we  have  sometimes 
conciliited  his  frieadshin  bv  presents;  and,  by 
kindness,  softened  his  ferocity.  Why  not  per- 
severe ?  With  him  revenge  is  lawful.  By  depart- 
ing from  the  maxims  observed  in  all  former  wars. 


country,  its  capac'ous  bays,  its  noble  rivers,  its 
lofty  mountains;  their  commerce,  their  arts  of  peace 
as  well  as  of  w.^r,  their  manners,  their  customs, 
their  institutions,  their  laws,  their  morality  and 
piety,  and  the  wide  diflTusion  of  their  happiness. 
With  us,  sir,  the  security  of  all  these  blessings, 
that  which  stamps  on  them  their  durable  value,  is 
our  excellent  constituiion  of  government.     This  is 


we  shall  rival  our  savage  foe  in  cruelty,  without  his  !the  cement  of  our  union,  the  spring  of  our  corn- 
apology  to  plead  in  its  ext'^'nuation.  !  merce,   the  shield  of  our  security,  the  pledge  of 


I  admit  the  power  of  a  military  comm-^nder  to 
put  his  prisoners  to  death,  but  I  deny  his  right. 
No  man  has  a  right,  derived  from  God  or  nature, 
to  practice  crtielty  or  injustice;  and  all  needless 
severity  is  both  uujvHt  and  cru^'l. 

Tlielaw  of  nations  smc'.ions  no  such  pretensions 


our  peace,  the  guardian  of  our  freedom  What- 
ever other  sources  of  distinction  we  may  possess, 
they  will  be  found  to  be  contained,  at  last,  in  our 
liberty.  From  this  source,  distinguished  men  have 
doubtless  sprung,  and  will  be  multiplied  in  all 
future  time.     But  let  us  not  mistake  the  fruit  for 


Two  of  our  Indian  treaties  furnish  a  more  correct ,  the  tree;  and,  attracted  by  the  lustre  of  the  one, 
exposition  of  this  law,  than  our  adversaries  have 'leave  the  other  to  perish  by  neglect, 
done.  "It  is  understood,  (said  the  old  congress  and  j     lo  the  progress  of  my  argument,  I  perceive,  Mr. 
'their  Indian  allies)  that   the  punishment  of   the '.Chairman,  that  I  have  anticipated  my  last  proposi- 

•  innocent,  under  the  idea  of  retaliation,  is  unjust."  ition,  and  have  removed,  I   trust,  the  necfssity  of 
"\  nation,  (says  Vattel)  may  punish  another,  which  offering  any  further  reasons  in  support  of  the  re- 

•  has  done  her  an  injury,  if  the  latter  refuses   to  'solutions  on  your  table.     Of  those  which  are  im- 

•  give  her  a  just  satisfaction;  but  she  has  not  a'niediately  practical,  one  will,  I  hope,  furnish  an 
•right  to  extend  the  pen.iliy  beyond  what  her  additional  sanction  to  the  acknowledged  law  of  na- 
'  sa/tf/^  requires.  R  taliation,  which  is  unjust  be- j  tions,  which  forbids  a  belligerent  to  enter  a  neutral 
'tween  private  persons,  would  be  much  more  sn,  |  territory,  without  permission,  except  in  f  eh 
'  bet-ioeen   nations,-  because  it  would,  in  the  latter   pursuit  of  a  flying  enemy;  and  the  other,   which 

•  case,  be  difficult  to  make  tlie  punishment  fall  on  requires  the  assent  of  the  president  of  the  United 
'those  who  liad  done  the  injury."  j  States  to  sanction  the  execulionof  a  prisonerof  war, 

Wherever  t!iis  humane  writer  seems  to  con- |on  the  supposition  that  he  may  be  tried  by  a  court 
tridict  tliis  doctrine,  as  when  he  sanctions  the  martial,  extends  the  security  for  human  life  very 
departure  from  the  usig^s  of  civiTzed  warfure,  to  ;  little  farther  than  the  present  articles  of  war.  Fol- 
retaliate  on  nations  who  disregard  them,  it  is  to  ;  lowing  the  American  army  every  where,  tliey  now 
bri'ig  those  nation^  back  to  reason  and  conscience  'require  th&t  no  judgment  of  a  court  martial,  in 
If  t!ii^  be  impossible,  the  retaliition  is  unjustifi- jtime  of  peace,  inflicting  capital  punishment,  shall 
able. 


Would  yo>i  make  slaves  of  Algerine  captives 
beciuse  the  Turks  enslave  their  christian  prison- 
ers '     Europe   has   never   thus   ret.diated   on   the 


b"  executed,  until  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  presi^lent. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,   of  New-York.     In   rising  to  ad- 
dress the  house  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,   when 


state  of  IJarbary.  How  speedily  would  the  prac-  the  attention  of  the  house  was  necessarily  fatigued 
tice  of  this  doctrine  replunge  the  world  in  bir- ;  by  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and  its  patience 
barism.     Ii  refusing  to  wage  wir  fir  revenge,  and  I  somewhat  exhausted,  mr,  T.  said,  he  was  awaie  of 


blending  martial  courtesy  with  valor,  a  nation  ad- 
vances lier  true  glory.  That  enemy  is  most  to  be 
dreaded,  who  conquers  by  his  clemency  as  well  as 
his  s.vord.  "Who,  though  the  lion  in  combat,  the 
•  battle  once  ended,  has  the  he.trt  of  a  lamb."  Such, 
has  ever  been  the  character  of  an  .Xni^rican  soldier, 
and  such.  I  trust,  .Mr.  Chairman,  will  continue  to 
be  the  boast  of  our  arms. 

How  gratifying  will  it  hereafter  be  to  the  feel- 
ings of  this  nition,  in  looking  b  ick  on  the  course 
of  this  deb.ite,  waen  all  its  irritation  shall  have 
subsided,  to    perceive    that    the    most    laborious 


the  dangers  that  awaited  hini;  he  was  aware  of  the 
;-»eril3  that  he  must  encounter  \\\  attempting  to  pro- 
ceed. But,  mr.  T.  said,  the  resolutions  under  con- 
sideration were  so  important  in  their  nature,  and  so 
replete  with  conseciuences  of  such  magnitude,  in- 
volving the  interest  and  the  honor  of  our  country, 
tint  a  sense  of  duty  impelled  him  to  go  on. 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  a  question  of  li-ar  discussed  in 
the  l»it;hest  deliberative  assembly  ever  known,  to  a 
free  people,  can  never  fail  to  become  a  ipiestion  of 
great  individual  excitement— of  great  public  inter- 
est.    Us  course,  and  its  consequences,  to  the  piib« 


research  into  the  past  history  of  our  country,  from  lie  happiness,  present  it  in  an  aspect  almost  apal- 
the  first  period  at  wliich  our  V.ither.s  laoded'on  tiiis  ling.  But,  siid  he,  when  the  friends  of  the  prupo- 
continent,  down  to  the  late  Seminole  war,  has  not  Ised  resolutions  teli  this  house,  and  tell  this  nation. 
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mr 


that,  in  addition  lo  the  question  of  the  Seminole  w^rlcan  only  speak.  Your  administration  may  become 
and  its  natural  consequences,  which  we  are  culled  [corrupt — your  executive  officers  may  violate  the 
upon  to  discuss  in  its  progress,    the  constitution  oi'|  laws;   break  the  constitution;    and,    by  violent  out- 


our  country  has  been  violated  by  milit:M'y  power, 
ana  the  honor  of  our  nation  stained  by  base  and  in- 
human cruelties — it  is  then,  sir,  that  th.e  question 
assumes  an  aspect  of  ten-fold  more  importance, 
and  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  ot  tiiis  house 
and  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  the  nation  Such,  said 
mr.  T.  is  the  question  now  presented  for  discus- 
sion. U  was  due  to  himself  to  coiif'ss  to  this  house 
that  his  feelings  were  excited  upon  the  occasion, 
and  that  he  entered  upon  the  discussion  with  a  de- 
termination to  meet  it  in  all  its  bearings.  But,  he 
said,  while  he  thus  frankly  avowed  his  feelings,  he 
begged  the  indulgence  to  -idd,  i  liat,  while  he  intend- 
ed his  course  in  debate  should  be  marked  with  zeal 
and  decision,  yet  he  also  intended  to  observe  the 
decorum  in  debate  due  lo  the  dignity  of  tins  house 
lie  said   it  was  his  pride  to  say,   that  since   he  had 


rages,  even  involve  the  country  in  war.  In  sucli 
an  event,  here,  on  this  floor,  and  in  this  power  for 
which  lam  now  contending,  will  ever  be  found  the 
only  sui-e  corrective.  It  is  one  of  the  dearest  pri- 
vileges of  this  house;  one  the  most  essential  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country  to  be  preserved  and  main- 
tained; and  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  last  preroga- 
tive ever  surrendered.  So  far,  then,  from  wishing 
to  avoid  the  present  discussion,  I  hold,  said  mr.  T. 
that  the  charges  made  are  of  so  deep  a  dye,  and 
have  produced  such  excitement,  that  it  has  become 
our  duly,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  in- 
quire, and  to  advise;  nay,  even  to  instruct  public 
<i[);nion  upon  the  subject  now  under  discussion. 
And,  mr.  T.  said,  it  afibrded  him  a  proud  consola- 
tion to  believe  that  the  state  which  he  hid  the  ho- 
nor in  part  to  repre.sent,  would  be  willing  to  adopt 


had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he   never  had^as  correct  the  opinion  whicli  this  house  sliould   an 


used  against  any  member  a  harsh  expression  or  se- 
vere allusion,  and  that  he  never  would.  He  tender- 
ed his  acknowledgments  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (mr.  Cobb)  tor  the  example  he  had  set  in 
the  opening — ardent  in  debate,  but  temperate  iu 
expression.  Mr.  T.  said  it  should  be  his  course;  he 
hoped  others  would  also  observe  the  example.  His 
own  opinion  w.ts  decisively  formed  upon  fidl  ex- 
amination of  all  the  documents — and,  wliile  he  did 


nounce.  Such,  said  mr.  T.  has  been  the  sensation 
produced  by  the  manner  and  character  of  the  accu» 
sations  which  have  been  thrown  out,  that  he  had  no 
hesitation  to  say,  if  this  house  should  terminate 
their  session,  and  omit  lo  inquire  into,  and  avow 
their  opinion  upon  the  present  subject,  it  would  dis- 
appoint  the  nation,  and  flx  upon  this  house  an  eter- 
nal stigma,  as  wanting  spirit  to  pronounce  between 
the  country  and  the  administration;  or,  if  gentlemen 


not  doubt  of  the  proper  result,  and  which  he  sliould  would  rather  have  it  so,  between  tiie  jjroposed  reso 


endeavor  to  prevail  on  this  house  to  ado[)t;  jei,  he 
was  free  to  declare,  there  was  ample  room  for  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  and,  therefore,  he  was  not  in- 
clined to  cast  any  imputations  upon  those  from 
whom  he  might  diflfer.     He  was  disposed  lo  protfe 


lutions  and  gen.  .(ackson.  He  said  he  hud  no  unwil- 
lingness on  his  part.  And  he  hoped  the  house 
woulil  hold  fast  upon  the  present  resolutions,  and 
insist  upon  a  direct  vote  upon  the  accusing  propo- 
sitions.    If  the  constitution  has  been  violated;  if  the 


to    them     the    most-  ch  u-itable    indulgence,     and  honor  of  the  nation  is  stained  by  cruelties,  this  house 


he  was  the  more  desirous  they  should  accept  from 
him  the  proffer,  because  he  solicited  it  for  lumseK 
from  them  in  return. 

Mr.  T.  said  a  doubt  had  already  been  expres.sed 
whether  this    house  had   the  power  to  discuss  and 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  present  subject,  and  a 
hope    had   been   intimated  that  those   who  opposed 
the  resolutions  would  not  put  that  opposition  upon 
the  want  of  nglil  and  power  in  the  house,  and  thus 
prevent  the    inquiry.     He  said,  as  for  himself,   he 
would  not.     It  was  a  point  upon   which  he  had  no 
doubts.     A  great  national  question  had  arisen,  con- 
nected with  a  recent  war,  and  which  had  justly  ex 
cited  public  feeling — it   was  in   his  opinion  nt  and 
proper  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  should 
investigate  the    subject  and  express  their  opinion. 
Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  asserted  that  the  m:ijor-geneial, 
who  had  conducted  the  war  in  its  progress,  had  vi- 
olated his  orders — had  broken  the  constitution,  and 
had,  by  cru.-:lties,  dishonored  our  national   chiu-ac- 
ter.     Yet,  said  he,  the  prsident,  from  whom   those 
orders  emanated,  has  not  arrested  him,  but  has  ap 
proved  of  his  proceedings,  and,  consequently,  stands 
r»spoiisible  for  the  result.     Whatever  uovibis  might 
have  been  entertained  as  to  our  powers  in  the  ques- 
tion between  this  house  and  the  mijor-gL-neral,  ap- 
proved and    adopted  as   the  transactions  had   been 
by  the  president,  it  was  now  a   question   netween 
liim  and  the   public;    and  no  doubt   of  our  powers 
could  be  reasonably  entertained.     Mi-.  T.  said,   he 
hoped   the   power  of  the  house  would  ever  be  spa- 
ringly exercised,    and  oe  reserved   for  great  ocoa^ 
sions.     But,  I  hold,  said  he,  that  we  have  the  pow- 
er, and   that  it  becomes  a  duty   to  investigate  and 
express  our  opinions  on  great  public  occasions,  pro- 
ducing public  excitement.     It  is  here,  on  this  floor, 
and  through  their  represtiUatives,  that  the  people 


should  declare  it  to  the  country.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  accusations  are  found  to  be  incorrect,  it 
was  due  lo  the  adminislration;  it  was  due  to  the 
character  of  gen.  .1  ackson,  that  we  sliould  so  de- 
clare, and  thus  wipe  ;iwi,y  the  unjust  imputations. 
A  vote  oftiianks  has  been  talked  of.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  should  oppose  ,iny  substitute  for  the  present  re- 
solutions. Tlie  thanks  of  this  house  constitutes  the 
best  wealth  of  this  nation;  loo  jirecious  lo  be  used, 
unless  on  extraordinary  occasions.  Such  was  the 
affair  of  Orleans.  Hut,  it  is  sufficient  that  on  inves- 
tigation of  the  Seminole  war,  there  shall  be  found 
no  cause  for  blame.  A  decided  rejection  of  the  pro- 
posed resolutions  of  censure,  was  all  that  the  pre- 
sent occKsion  required. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.  in  addition  to  the  proposed  cen- 
sure contained  in  the  resoliiiions,  they  al.so  contain 
subjects  on  which  legislation  is  projio.se'l.  Hesnid, 
ne  w:is  not  pivpared  to  say  but  legislation  on  those 
points  might  be  proper,  at  a  proper  limp,  and  under 
proper  circumstuuces;  but  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that,  on  this  occasion,  under  the  present  public  ex- 
citement, and  coujiled  wit!)  the  proposed  resolutions 
for  censure,  he,  for  one,  would  not  consent  to  legis- 
late. Tiie  act  of  legislation,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, would  necessarily  imply  in  itself  a  disap- 
probation  of  this  house  to  the  proceedings  approved 
and  a<lopled  by  the  President,  and  would  inchuie  a 
direct  censure  upon  gen.  J.ickson.  Let  us,  said  Mr. 
T  reject  tiie  whole  of  the  resolutions.  It' any  gen- 
tleman thinks  that  legislation  on  any  of  tin.ce  sub- ^ 
ject.s  is  requisite  for  liie  public  good;  if  he  v/ould 
bring  it  forward  as  distinct  and  disconnecteti  pro- 
positions, it  would  uniloubiedly  receive  the  delibe- 
rate consideration  of  this  house,  and  under  no  other 
circumstances  ought  it  to  be  entertained.  H.--  s.ucf 
he  was  opposed  to  any  act  of  this  house  which,  by 
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any  mf.'rence,  \voiil<i  look  like  censure  on  gen.  Jack  ' 
son;  a  man  whose  name  Jid  wliose  fame  was  iJen- 
tiii'd  with  tlie  history  und  the  glory  of  our  coun- 
tr\  •  he  would   not  say  the  first  military  capt  .m  of 
any  country,  but  he  thought  he  might  say  the  first 

iu  ours.  ••Ill 

In  addition  to  the  important  queslions  involved  in 
the  present  discussion,  M.^  T.  s  id  the  honnrable| 
Sjicaker,  (Mr  Clay,)  has  also  introduced  ihe  treaty! 
signed  between  oiu-  country  and  the  Crei-k  Indians, 
in  August,  1814;  and  he  has  expressed  his  indigna- 
tion at  the  manii  -r  in  which  that  treaty  was  made, 
and  at  its  hau;,dity  :<ud  dictatorial  terms.  He  has 
intimated  tliat  the  harsh  and  severe  exactions  of 
that  treaty  were  the  probable  causes  of  the  present 
Seminole  war^  Mr.  T.  said  he  'iff^red  in  opinion ; 
with  the  honorable  speaker  in  regard  to  that  treaty.l 
He  did  not  discover  in  it  that  haughty  temper,  ihat 
spirit  of  exaction  on  the  part  of  our  country,  which 
had  so  much  offVnded  the  Speaker.  The  honorable 
spe.aker  has  repeated,  with  great  emphasis,  "The 
United  States  demand,"  "'The  Uwted  States  de 
viand,"  seven  times.  Ws,  sir,  said  M'  T.  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  by  that  treaty,  did  demand;  iheii  had  me- 
lancholy cause  to  demand.  Theirs  were  the  wrongs; 
theirs  were  the  sufferings;  they  were  the  injured 
party;  they  had,  for  years,  endured  every  misery  in- 
cident to  Indian  hostilities;  the  friendly  tribes  and 
the  frontier  settlements,  had  been  plundered  of 
their  property,  and  those  tribes  and  our  frontier  had 
bled  from  Indian  warfare,  until  the  nation  had  been 
compelled  to  sustain  the  expense  and  the  sacrifices 
for  their  complete  subjugation.  Ii  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  the  treaty  of  Fort  J  ickson  was 
made.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  the  United  States  did  f/e 
mand;  it  was  their  unfortunate  right  to  demand,- 
it  was  their  duty  to  demand;  and,  after  seven  times 
demanding,  indemnity  was  not  obtained  for  a 
tythe  of  our  sufferings.  Mr.  T.  said  he  found  noth- 
ing in  the  treaty  that  placed  our  country  in  the 
wrong.  It  recites  that  the  war  was  "unprovoked" 
on  our  part;  that  it  whs  "inhuman  and  sanguinary— 
ivaged  by  the  hostile  Creeks— instigated  by  impostors, 
denominating  themselves  prophets,  mid  by  foreign  em- 

miasaries. 

Sir  said  mr.  T.  the  honorable  speaker  has  also 
represented  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  J.ickson, 
the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  Indians  the 
surrender  of  their  prophets;  hence  he  has  exclaim- 
ed, with  a  voice  that  overcame  me,  'spare  them  their 
religion.'  spare  them  their  prophets!  spare  them  their 
superst  tion!" 

■Vlr.T.  said,  the  representation  given  by  the  hon- 
orable speaker,  of  the  six.h  article  of  that  treaty, 
was  so  unlike  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  that 
article,  that  he  was  compelled  to  conclude  that, 
in  the  hurry  of  debate,  the  honorable  speiker  had 
entirely  overlooked  the  concluding  clause  of  the 
article,  and  thus  had  totally  mistaken  its  meinlng. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  would  read  it.  "The  United  Slates 
demand  the  capture  and  .surrenjer  of  all  the  pro 
phets  and  instigators  of  the  ivar,  whether  foreigners 
or  natives,  who  have  not  submitted  to  the  aims  of 
the  United  States,  and  become  parties  to  these 
articles  of  capitulation,  if  ever  ihey  shall  be  found 
within  the  territory  granted  to  the  Creek  nation  by 
the  second  article."  Sir,  said  mr.  T.  a  treaty  was 
formed  between  our  country  and  the  Cre  k  nation, 
in  1790.  This  treaty  had  been  observi.-d  on  our 
part,  but  hid  been  broken  on  the  part  of  the  Creek 
nation,  by  repeated,  and  almost  continued  acts  of 
hostility.  During  the  late  war  between  our  country 
and  Great  Brifnin,  one  third  of  the  Cn^k  nation  had 
continued  to  observe  the  treaty,  and  hence  were  de- 


nominated the/r/enJ/^  Creek-.:  the  other  iwo-thirds, 
instigated  by  their  impostors,  called  prophets,  and 
foreign  emissaries,  had  joined  Great  Britain  in   the 
war,   and  desolated    our  frontier:  they  were  known 
as    the  hostile   Creeks.     An   expedition    into  their 
country,   aiid  the    aeslruction  of  their    towns,   in- 
duced  thei.i   to  mdke  tlie  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson. 
A  part  of  these  two-thirds  whic'.i  had  oeen  hostile, 
refused  to  come  into   the  treaty.     They   declared 
their  intention  to    conunue   the  war.     They  aban- 
doned the  limits  of  tiieir  tribes,  because  they  would 
not  submit  to  the  peace.     They  joined  the  Seminole 
In.iians  on  t'le  Florida    line:  tliey  have    since    been 
known    as   the  out  laxved   lied  Sticks      It    was   the 
prophets  and   emissaries,  the  instigaiors  of  war— 
of  these  out-lawed  Creeks,  which    the  6lh  article 
of  the  treaty  demanded  to  be  surrendered;  providedf 
they  would  not    become  parties   to   the    treaty  of 
peace,  but,  persisting  in  hostilities,  should  be  found 
m    the  territories  of  the  friendly  Creeks.     Such, 
said  mr.  T.  was  the  evident   intention  of  the  6tli 
article  of  the  treaty.     It  was   a  just  and   necessary 
precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  to  ren- 
der the  peace   permanent.     The  event   has  abun- 
dantly justified  the  Wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the 
measure.     It  is  these  prophets  and  these  emissaries, 
and  those  out-lawed  Creeks,  who  have  subsequent- 
ly instigated  and  produced  the  Seminole  war,  bring- 
ing in  lis   consequences,  upon   our    people  distress 
and  disaster — upon  our    country  expense  and  dif- 
ficulties, and  upon  the  miserable  Seminole  tribe  ru- 
in, perhaps  even  extermination.    And  yet  is    our 
cotintry  to  be  upbraided — to  be  covered  with  con- 
tumely, because  in  a  treaty  of  peace  she  demanded 
the    surrender  of  those    prophets  and  emissaries? 
Not  the  prophets  and  emissaries  of  their  religion, 
or  of  their  superstition,  but  the   hostile   prophets 
and  emissaries   of  the  out-lawed  Creeks,   preach- 
ing on  our  frontier,  among  the  miserable  natives, 
war,  navoc,   and  desolation.     Sir,  my  country  has 
not  invaded  the  religion  or  the  superstition  of  the 
Indians;  it  has  not  carried  the  precepts  of  our  r.di- 
gion  amongst  them  with  the  sword  or  the  bayonet. 
But  self-defence  and  self-preservation  required  ua 
to    resist   the   efforts  of  their  prophets,  breathing 
war,  and     kindly  aided  by    the  infiuence  and  the 
resources    of  that    government     with    whom    the 
honotaole  speaker  has  pointed  out  the  remarkable 
coineidence,   that  the  very  day  after  the  treaty  of 
Fort  Jackson,  we  had   signed   a  protocol  of  peace. 
Sir,  the  mild  precepts    of  our  gospel  did  not  re- 
quire our  country  to  submit   to  such   wrongs.     He 
would  maintain  tiiat  its  conduct  had  been  correct: 
it  was  not  marked  by  that  haughty  and  dictatorial 
spirit  which  had  been  ascribed  to  it.     But,  sir,  I  am 
wrong,  ana  the  honorable  speaker  is  correct,  upon 
whom   is  the  censure  to  rest?  The  constituted  au- 
thorities of  your  country  had  adopted  the  treaty; 
the  senate  had  ratified  and  approved  it,  and  this 
house,  said  mr^  T.  have  earned  it  into  efTect,  by  ap- 
propriations for  that  purpose      Sir,  our  mouths  are 
closed  in  expressive  silence:  it  ill  becomes  us  to  cast 
b)ck  imputations  upon  the  executive  of  our  govern- 
ment, for  faithtull>  defending  a  bleeding  frontier, 
and  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  sanctioned  by  every 
department  of  legislative  power.     Much  less,  then, 
are   we  to  cai.t  a  censure  upon   the  m.ijor  general, 
wiiose  valor  and  whose  skill  had  promptly  termina- 
ted a  war  threatening  in   its  ravages  to  desolate  a 
sister   state. 

But,  said  mr.  T.  to  what  conclusion  does  the  ar- 
gummt  tend,  that  this  Seminole  war  was  the  off- 
spniig  of  the  severe  ana  dictatorial  dem  -nds  exact- 
ed by  our  country   in  the  tieaty  of  Fort  Jackson? 
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Would  gentlemen  have  the  prt- sidtnl  sR  with  fold- 
ed arms,  and  answer  to  tlie  supplications  of  a  bleed- 
ing frontier,  'the  arm  of  tlie  Unitm  .sii;ill  not  be  ex 
tended  for  your  relief,'  becausi'  our  country  was  in 
the  wrong— 6.?tn!«e  we  iiad  excited  liie  war  by  our 
unjust  ex;tCtions  in  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jacksnu?— 
Would  gentlemen  on  tins  ground  censure  gt^u.  Jack- 
son, because  lie  too  did  not  p  uise  to  inquire  into 
the  justice  of  tlie  war;  but,  when  orderc<l  by  the 
executive,  he  flew  to  the  tVon tier  settlements,  car- 
rying to  them  succor  and  safely? 

But,  said  mr.  T.  we  have  been  told  that  this  war 
was,  on  the  part  of  our  country,  an  ojf'ensive.  war; 
and,  therefore,  it  did  not  come  within  the  powers  of 
the  executive  to  carry  it  on;  and  therefore  the  pow- 
ers of  this  house,  and  its  right  to  pronounce  on  peace 
and  w^r,  had  been  invaded,  and  our  constitution 
had  thus  been  vi(fiated.  1  am  extremely  embar 
rassed,  said  mr.  T.  to  determine  iiow  to  answer 
this  objection — an  objection  presenting  an  aspect  so 
tremendous.  The  prerogatives  of  iliis  house,  on 
peace  and  war,  are  invaded!  the  constitution  ol  our 
country  viohitei'l  The  executive  of  our  government, 
upon  his  own  respoitsit)dity,  iias  waged  an  oUcUoive 
war;  or  he  has  sanctioned,  and  subsequently  appro- 
ved of  gen.  Jackson's  making  offeii^rve  war  upon 
a  defenceless  Indian  tribe!  Is  tiie  Seminole  w  .r  of- 
fensive, on  our  part?  At  the  last  session  of  this 
house,  we  specially  appropriated  money  for  tiie  sup- 
port of  this  war.  But  my  excited  feeling*,  said  mr. 
T.  forbid  me  to  discuss  this  point. 

Sir,  you  are  an  American!  Go!  count  the  bleed- 
inj  scalps  of  your  murleied  countrymen,  of  all 
ag-^s  and  sexes,  found  l)y  ^^-.n.  Jackson — jiid  then 
I'eturn,  .and  tell  to  this  house  if  this  S-minole  v/ar 
■was,  on  the  part  of  your  country,  an  offensive  war! 
Tell  this  house,  also,  if  you  advise  a  voie  of  censure 
to  be  passed  on  th"  conduct  of  eitlier  the  execii- 
tivf,  for  his  just  orders,  or  upon  gen.  Jackson,  for 
discovering  upwards  of  three  huudied  dried,  ani 
fifty  fresh  scalps,  with  a  ;-ef//>ofe  erected  as  the  bea 
con  of  Indi't.n  war,  and  crowned  with  the  scalp  of 
Jill  American  citizen! 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  if  I  am  correct,  that  the  Seminole 
Indians  had  waged  an  iNttuman  and  destruc'ive  war 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  it  became  obligatory 
upon  the  executive  of  the  Union,  both  in  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  his  duty,  to  extend  the  arm  of  go- 
verimient  for  their  protection — no  matter  from  what 
Causes    the  war  was    produceii;    no   matter  from 
whence   its  origin.     It   v/as  sufticieiU   that  a  sister 
■state  Was   assailerl,  and  called  upon   the  Union  for 
defence.     Its  omission  by  the  executive  would  just- 
Jy  have  incurred   the  censure  of  this  house.     Si.-, 
the  president  did  not  omit,  in  this  respect,  his  duty. 
He  c  died  gen.  Jackson  into  the   field,  and   vested 
him  wilh   discretionary  powers   "/o  concentrate  his 
force,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate 
the  conflict."     Gen.  Jackson  promptly  performed  his 
duty;  he  did  adopt  the   necessary  measures;  lie  has 
terminated  the  conflict;    he   has  reported  his   pro- 
ceedings; they  have  been  adopted  and  approved  b} 
the  president.     Here,   then,  said  mr.  T.   the   allau' 
'A'ith  gen,  Jackson  is  at  an  end.     He  stands  just  ificd 
and  discharged;  whatever  may  have  been  the  inci- 
dents in  the  progress  and  the  conduct  of  that  war, 
committed  to  his  charge,  lie  is  exonerated  from  all 
responsibility.     Good   intentions  and  a  faithful  ex- 
ercise of   his   discretion,  under   the  ciroumstunces 
as  they  transpired,  were  all  that  ever  could  be  re- 
quired of  gen.  Jackson.     This  is  not  doubled.    The 
responsibilities  of  the  transaction  are  ihei-efoie  cast 
upon  the   executive.     It  is  an    aff'air  between  the 
country  and  the  president.     Mr.  T.  said  he  rejoiced 
tliat  it  was;  for  he  had  no  idea  of  executive  irrespon- 
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sibility.  He  never  would  consent  that  a  military 
ofticer  should  he  chai-Ked  wiih  disci etionary  pow- 
ers,  and  then  be  hel.l  responsible  for  any  tiling;  more 
than  good  intentions,  and  good  faith  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duties. 

But,  he  said,  let  me  not  be  misundersiood.  He 
disclaimed  any  wish  to  prevent  enquiry.  He  had  no 
desire  to  claim  for  gen.  Jackson  the  protection  of 
executive  responsibilit}-.  It  would  be  doing  injus- 
tice to  the  higli  character  of  that  man.  An.  he 
b.-lieved  the -Aiiole  tenor  of  his  conduct  v.-ould  bear 
the  strictest  ncruliny.  With  tliis  view,  and  although 
he  thought  General  Jackson  was  sufficiently  acquit- 
ted and  discharged  by  E.vecuiive  approbaUon,  yet 
he  should  now  proceed  to  examine  the  progress  of 
the  war— and  he  invited  the  fullest  investi'-ation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  I  hold  tiiat  gen.  Jackson  was 
vested  with  full  and  ample  powers  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Seminole  war.  The  orders  to  iiim  were  dis- 
cretionary; vesting  in  him  adequate  authority  for 
every  emergency  that  might  be  ii;ci-ient  to  the  cam- 
paign. Under  the  circumstances  such  discreti(,narv 
orders  were  correct  He  was  about  to  be  immersed 
111  the  wilderness,  from  whence  he  could  neitiier 
communicate  or  receive  information  from  the  war 
dep..rtmenl.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  confl  Ic 
to  i.un  he  whole  conduct  of  tlie  war;  and  ihe  order.^ 
trom  the  war  deparuuent,  collectively  considered' 
clearly  vested  m  mm  ample  powers  fbr  every  exi- 
gency  that  the  campaign  might  require.  The'  func 
tious  of  tae  war  department  were  exoended  in  iju- 
amplitude  ot  his  orders.  No  addi'iional  power., 
could  have  been  given,  under  any  state  of  circum- 
stances  had  the  war  office  accompanied  him  iiuo 
tne  wiiderness.  His  ample  and  discretionary  r)ow- 
ers  empraced  every  case,  and  covered  and  jusl.fiei 
his  whole  conduct.  Not,  said  Mr.  T  that  the  or- 
ders  to  gen.  J.ckson  could  justify  him  in  doing  any 
wrong-.n  m^^king  an  offensive  war,  or  in  violating 
u  neutral  territory;  but  whatever  act  was  required  to 
be  done,  whatever  the  events  of  the  war  justified  to 
be  done,  and  winch  the  War  ofUce  migi.t  iiave  or- 
dered, so  tar  the  orders  to  gen  J  .ckson  extended. 
U  1  am  correct  m  this  position,  there  is  an  end  to 
all  question  about  violation  of  orJers:  gen  .J -cksoii 
isjustihed;  and  the  question  only  remains  between 
the  bxecutive  and  the  country. 

Sir  s.aid  mr.  T.  with  a  view  to  a  full  understand- 
ing  of  the  orders  to  ^^n.  Jackson,  It  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  house  to  look  back  to  the  state  of 
things,  and  the  orders  that  had  been  issued  from 
the  war  depu-tment,  before  general  Jackson  took 
command.  The  stale  of  Georgia  1ml  suffered  by  se- 
rious depredations  on  the  property  of  her  frontier 
settlements,  and  in  the  massacre  of  her  citizens-  she 
had  called  tor  the  aid  of  the  U.nioii;  gen.  (Jaines  htd 
been  assigned  to  the  command  of  that  (iistrict;  and 
the  general  government  had  demanded  reparatioa 
trom  the  Indi.ius  for  past  aggressions.  In  a  letter 
from  the  war  oflice  to  general  Gaines,  30th  Oct. 
1817,  speaking  on  this  subject,  it  says,  "Should  the 
Indians,  however,  persevere  in  their'refiisal  lo  make 
such  reiiaration,  it  is  the  wish  ofthe  president  that 
\ou  should  not,  on  that  account,  pass  the  line  and 
m..ke  an  attack  upon  them  within  the  limi's  of 
Florida,  until  you  shall  have  received  further  in- 
structions  from  this  department."  In  a  letter  to 
general  (Jaines,  2d  Dec.  1817,  it  is  said,  "  The 
state  of  our  negotiations  with  Spiinand  the  tem- 
per nvanifested  by  the  principal  European  po^^  L:rs, 
make  it  impolitic,  in  the  op.nion  of  tlie  presiJem, 
lo  move  a  force  at  tins  time  into  'he  Spanish  pos- 
sessions, for  the  mere  purpose  o.^  chastising  tlie  Se- 
uiii'.olesfor  the  aepredations  which  hive  h.erttoforc 
been   committed  by   them."     On  tiie  eji   of  jj,-c. 
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181",  the  war  department  wrote  to  p:eneral  Gaines, 
after  speaking  of  hostile  acts,  "ShoiiKl  the  InJi;ins, 
hovi'cver,  assemole  in  force  on  the  Spmish  side  of 
the  lines,  and   persevere  in  commiuing  hostilities 
within  the  limits  of  tiie  United.  States,  you  wdl,  in 
that  event,  exercise  u  sound  discretion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  crossing  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  attack- 
ing liiein   and    breaking   up  their  towns."     On    the 
Ibth  DdC.  1817,  another  letter  says,  "Should  the 
Seminole  Indians  still  refuse  to  make  a  reparation 
for  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  president 
that  you  consider  yourself  tii  !ibert>/ lo  march  across 
the  Florida  line,  and  to  attack  th^m  within  its  limits, 
sliould  it   be  found  necessary:    unless  they  should 
shelter  themselves   under   a    Spanish  fort.     In  the 
last  event,  you  will  notify    this  department."     In 
this  situation  of  the  orders,  mr.  T.    said,  general 
Gaines  was  directed  to  go  to  Amelia  Island,  and  per- 
form  certain  duties  at  that  place.     Shortly    after 
his  departure,  such  farther  inielligence  was  receiv- 
ed, of  increasing  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, tiiat  the  war  department,  on  the  26lh  Dec. 
1817,  wrote    to  general   Gaines  at   Amelia  Island, 
informing  him,  that  theS;minole  war  had  "assum- 
ed so   serious    an  aspect"  "that    they  could  not  be 
brought  to    their  reason  without  the  actual  use  of 
force;"  that  general  Jackson  had  been  ordered  to 
take  command— they  regretted  the  absence  of  gen. 
Gaines,  and  "that  the  service  ahould  be  deprived  of 
his   well  known  skill  and  vigilance,"  and  directed 
him,  "if  his  force  was  sufficient,  to  penetrate  lh-ongh 
Florida,    and  cooperate    in  the  attack  on    the  Semi- 
noics"     On  the  sam£  26th  Dec.  1817,  orders  were 
issued  to  generalJackson  to  takecorjjmand.     This 
was  tlte  first  order  issued  to    Inm:  and  it   recited 
"•he  increasing  display  of  hostile  intentions  by  (he 
Seminole  Indians;"  it  informed  him  that  the  regu- 
lar force  under  his  command    was  eight  hundred; 
that,  there  was  supposed  to  be  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred Indians;  and   empowered  him    to  call  on  the 
executives  of  the  adjacent  states    to  detach  sucli 
a  Iditional  military  force  as  tkey  might  deem  regni 
site  to  beat  the  enemy.'^     This  order  also   informed 
him,  that  general  Gaines  was  directed  "to  penetrate 
from  Amelia  Liland,   through  Florida,  to  the  Stmi- 
nole  towns,  if  his  force  would  jusiify  h:s  engaging 
in  offensive  cperations.     With  this  view,  you  may 
bepiepared  lo  concentrate  your  force,  and  to  adopt 
the  necessartf  measures   to  termincUe   a  conflict  \vinc\\ 
it  has  ever  been  the  desire  of  the  president,  from 
considerations  of  humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  is 
now  made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostilities." 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  on  thus  reviewing  the  orders 
which  have  been  issued  from  tlie  war  dep  irlment, 
the  house  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  cautious  policy 
and  progressive  steps  which  have  influenced  and 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  cabinet.  Cnticail}  siui- 
ated  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations,  the  president 
was  justly  anxious  to  defend  the  frontier  of  G-oigia, 
and  yet  so  cautiously  to  measure  out  the  means  of 
tiiat  defence,  as  not  to  involve  our  country  in  an 
European  war.  Hence  the  restrictive  and  hesita- 
ting character  of  the  orders  issued  to  general 
Gaines;  gradually  relaxing  and  acquiring  progres- 
sive energy  in  proportion  to  the  aspect  of  ludian 
hostilities.  At  first  forbidding  general  Gaines  to 
cross  the  Florida  line — then  permitiing  him  to 
cross,  if  necessary,  to  resist  new  aggressions— ana 
finally  leaving  it  to  tlie  exercise  of  liis  .sound  dis- 
cretion, and  only  recjuiring  him  lo  notify  the  de- 
partment in  case  the  enemy  took  shelter  under  a 
Spanish  fort.  Under  tifuirs  tiins  siinated,  tht  (,ov- 
ernment  received  information  whicli  forbad  all  fur- 
ther hesitation— which  denied  all   further  caution. 


The  war  had   now  assumed  too  deep  a   dye  to  be 

longer  tampered  with — it  must  now  be  met,  regard- 
less of  consequences.  Sir,  said  mr.  T.  it  is  a  fact 
recited  in  one  of  the  letters,  but  not  generally 
observed  or  known  to  this  house,  thai  tlie  mur- 
der of  lient.  Scott,  and  his  detachm.ent  of  about  thir- 
ty persons,  which  had  been  perpetrated  on  the  Cha- 
t.hoochief  river,  in  Ocober,  did  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Presldeni  until  the  morning  of  the 
26ih  of  Uicember.  Sir,  it  was  on  that  day  that  gen. 
.Tackson  was  ordered  to  take  the  command.  It  was 
this  new  intbrmaiion — it  was  the  serious  aspect 
which  the  war  had  now  assumed,  which  called  gen. 
Jackson  into  the  field — which  induced  the  cabinet 
to  change  its  cautious  policy,  into  measures  of  of- 
fensive war.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  this  circumstance  al- 
so gives  explanation  and  meaning  to  the  language  of 
gen.  Jackson's  orders.  In  all  the  orders  previously 
issued  to  gen.  Gaines,  some  limitation  had  been  con- 
tained; but,  when  gen.  J.ickson  was  ordered  to  com- 
mand, no  restriction  was  suggested.  The  cabinet 
had  determined  upon  carrying  the  war  into  the  Sem- 
inole Country,  and  hence  the  orders  to  gen.  Jackson 
sperik  of  a  force  "to  justify  his  engaging  inoffen- 
sive operations."  IViih  this  vievJ" — With  what 
view.'  said  Mr.  T. — "with  this  view  of  offensive  op- 
erations, yiii  are  to  adopt  the  necessary  luesisures  to 
terminate  tlie  conflict."  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  can  lan- 
guage be  more  explicit.'  Can  discretionary  power 
and  general  authoi  ity  to  an  officei  to  conduct  a  war, 
be  more  cleaily  delegated.'  But,  said  Mr.  T.  if  gen- 
tlemen yet  doubt  the  fair  meaning  and  the  true  ex- 
tent of  gen  Jackson's  orders,  let  me  ask  them  to 
look  at  tlie  letter  from  the  war  department,  to  gov, 
Ribh;  not,  said  Mr.  T.  as  giving  additional  powers 
to  gen.  .I.ickson,  but  where  douut  is  entertained,  a."? 
giving  from  the  war  department  a  construction  of 
its  own  orders.  And  what  does  this  letter  to  gov. 
Bibbsav.'  "Gen.  Jackson  is  vested -with  full  po-wer 
to  conduct  the  -war  in  the  manner  which  he  may  Judge 
hest." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  if  honorable  gentlemen  are  not 
yet  ^-atisfied  1  will  ask  their  attention  to  the  n)ess:ige 
of  the  President,  made  to  this  house  on  the  25th  of 
March  last.  "The  enclosed  documents  shew  that 
tbe  hostilities  of  this  tribe  were  unprovoked — the 
offspring  of  a  spirit  long  cherished,  and  often  mani- 
fested towards  the  United  States;  and  that  in  the 
present  instance  it  was  extending  itself  to  other  iribe?^ 
and  daily  assuming  a  more  serious  aspect.  As  soon 
;is  the  nature  and  object  of  this  combination  were 
perceived,  the  m  .jor  general  commanding  the  south- 
ern division  was  ordered  to  the  theatre  of  action, 
charged  with  the  management  of  the  war,  aiii  I  vested 
•a-ith  the  powers  7iecessary  to  give  it  effect"  Will  gen- 
tlemen ask  for  more.' 

But,  sir,  there  is  still  another  and  a  different  as- 
pect in  which  the  orders  to  gen.  J  .ckson  ought  to 
be  viewed.  He  was  not  only  by  those  orders  char- 
ged witli  the  management  of  the  war,  and  ves'ed 
wilh  the  powers  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  but,  sir, 
it  Will  be  found,  on  reference  to  the  documents, 
that  he  was  also  commissioned  to  "inflict  speedy 
and  merited  chasttseme7it  on  the  deluded  Seminoles." 
In  the  order  tiom  the  war  department  of  I6th  Ja- 
nuary, 1818,  he  was  told — "the  honor  of  the  United 
States  requires  that  iht  w^r  with  the  Seminoles 
should  be  terminated  spet^dily,  and  with  exemplarv 
/^(/wn/ime'z?  for  hostilities  so  miinovoked."  In  a  let- 
ter from  the  war  department,  Feb.  2,  1813,  he  is 
told,  "the  confidence  reposed  in  your  skill  and 
promptitude  assures  us  th^t  peace  will  be  restored 
on  such  conditions  as  will  make  it  honorable  and 
permanent  " 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  in  addition  to  the  djscrelionury 
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power  and  tjeaeral  authority  vested  in  gen.  Jackson, 
tor  the  manaijement  of  the  war,  he  was  also  requir- 
ed, in  the  prot^ress  of  that  war,  to  inflict  merited 
chastisement  upon  the  dduded  Iiidians,  with  such 
exemplary  punishment  for  their  unprovoked  hostili- 
ties, as  would  be  calculated  to  deter  them  from  fu- 
ture wars,  and  render  the  p^-ace  '•pennanent."  Tins 
is  the  frank  and  fair  consiruction  lo  be  given  to  the 
orders  of  gen.  Jackson.  Wtiatever  he  lias  done  in 
the  progress  of  the  war,  comes  not  only  witiiin  the 
spirit,  but  within  the  letter  of  his  instructions.  Will 
gentlemen  yet  talk  of  violated  orders,  and  propose 
a  vote  of  censure  for  cruelties  inflicted  by  iumi'  N  >, 
sir,  gen.  Jackson  stands  justified  by  his  instruc- 
tions, which  he  has  promptly  and  faithfully  obeyed. 
If  there  is  any  censure  to  arise  from  the  tr  MiSdCtion, 
it  must  rest  upon  the  fountain  from  which  his  in- 
structions emanated.  But,  saidmr.  T.  there  is  nu 
cause  for  censure.  The  crisis  called  for  decisive 
measures.  It  was  a  high  and  important  trust.  The 
president  wisely  confided  its  execution  to  the  dis- 
cretion, the  wisdom  and  the  valor  of  the  command- 
ing general,  wno,  thank  God,  had  failed  to  meet  the 
justexpections  of  his  country  in  no  smgle  instance. 

fVVhen  mr.  T.  had  proceeded  thus  far  in  ius 
speech,  the  committee,  on  motion  of  mr.  Poindex- 
ter,  rose;  and  the  house  adjourned.] 

Jan.  21. —  Mr  Tallmadge  resumed  the  floor.  Ht- 
recapitulated  the  points  which  he  had  endeavored 
to  establish  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday.  He  urged 
some  additional  reasons  in  support  of  his  construc- 
tion of  the  or.lers  and  the  powers  to  gen.  Jackson 

But,  s  ;id  mr.  T.  before  we  progress  wlUi  gen. 
Jackson  in  his  conduct  of  the  war,  it  is  proper  lor 
this  house  to  notice  some  collateral  circumsiaiiccs 
which  greatly  tend  to  elucidate  the  motives  con- 
nected with  this  transaction.  Sir,  it  w  is  the  state 
of  Georgia  which  called  upon  the  Unioo  for  defence. 
This  state  had  often  sutrered  the  cruellies  ofIadi:ui 
warfare.  In  1793  and  4,  under  the  administration 
of  Washington,  a  bloody  Indian  war  was  w.iged  up- 
on Georgia.  She  then  callfid  upon  the  Union  for 
defence,  and  gen.  Washington  assigned  for  her  pro- 
tection what  he  considered  a  competent  military 
force.  The  state  of  Georgia  was  dissaiiblioa,  and 
complained  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  defence.  That 
state  ordered  out  upon  her  own  responsibility,  an 
Additional  military  force  of  about  150(J  men.  The 
expenses  incurred  for  this  force,  were  nearly  one 
hundred  and  forty  ihoiisantl  dollars,  and  which  sum 
the  state  of  Georgia  has  contended,  ougnt  injus- 
tice to  be  assumed  and  refunded  by  the  general  go- 
vernment. Sir,  they  have  often  petitioned  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tills  claim.  Seventeen  different  times,  and 
in  different  shapes,  applications  for  these  expenses 
have  been  before  this  house.  Sir,  it  was  only  at 
the  last  session  of  tiiis  congress^  that  the  subject  of 
the  Georgia  militia  claims  was  discussed  on  this 
floor.  It  was  then  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (mr.  Cobb)  spoke  so  ardently  in  their 
behalf,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  took  oc- 
casion to  give  this  house  a  minute  bnd  feeling  de- 
scription of  an  Indian  massacre,  and  tiie  dangers 
and  siifTdrings  ofa  frontier  settlement.  I  wish,  said 
nir.  T.  I  was  blessed  with  the  eloquent  powers  of 
that  gentlemen,  (mr.  Cobb.)  1  would  reiiearse  to 
tills  house  the  appeal  he  then  made.  It  would  ena- 
ble gentlemen  the  better  to  appreciate  the  public 
services  of  gen.  Jackson,  in  bringing  to  a  speedy  ter- 
mination the  recent  war,  and  under  such  "chastise- 
Tueiit"  and  merited  "puuishment"  for  unprovoked 
hostilities,  as  had  rendered  the  peace  "parmancnit" 
and,  he  hoped,  had  freed  our  sister  state  from  fu- 
ture dangers.  Sir,  said  mr.  T.  it  was  my  fortune, 
pa  that  occasion,  to  oppose  the  Georgia  claims.     I 


opposed  them  on  the  ground  that  1  never  woukl  per. 
mit  a  state  to  act  not  only  independently  or,  bni   in 
opposition  to,   the  determination  of  the  general  go- 
vernment.    Sir,  said   mr.  T    the  honorable  gentle- 
man, (mr.  Cobb,)  has   told    us  that  he  "loved   his 
country — that   he  loved  the  constitution."     Mr.  T. 
said  he  reciprocated  this  sentiment,  with  some  nd- 
dition.     I  too  love  my  country — I  too  love  the  con- 
stitution; and,   in  addition,   said  mr.  T     I    love  the 
Union.     And  whenever,    and  as    often  as   the   case 
m  ly  occur,  that  a  state  shall  attempt  to  act  srpa- 
rate  and   independent    of  the   general  government, 
whether  sucli  case  sii.dl  occur  either  at  the  south  or 
the  east,  he,  for  one,  woul  1  never  cons^^nt  to  pay  the 
r-:xpenses  of  their  separate  trans.ictions.     If  such  a 
principle   be  once  adopted,  said  mr.  T.  farewell  to 
ihe    constitution  wli,ch   gentlemen    so    much  love! 
fv!-ewell  to  th;it  Union  which  alone  .secures  the  on- 
ly rational  hope  of  future  hippiness  to  our  country? 
But,  said  mr.  T.  while  it  was  so  important  never  to 
permit  a  state  to  act  sep.irate  and  independent  from 
the  general  government,  or  in  any  manner  to  disre- 
gard the  determinations  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  the  Union,  it   followed,   as  a  conseqtience 
equally   important   and  necess;iry,  that  the  Union 
should  promptly  and  efTectiially  perform  its  duties 
to  the  slates.     The  state  of  Georgia  hid  before  suf- 
fered   under  Indian   hostilities,  and  she  had  com- 
plained of  injustice  from  the  Union,  by  an  insuffi- 
cient defence. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  it  was  only  last  winter  that  1 
heard  it  said  upon  this  floor,  that  gentlemen  who 
r-sided  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  contiguous  to  the 
i-rge  cities,  did  not  properly  apprecide  the  horrors 
of  Indian  hostilities,  nor  sufficiently  sympathise  in 
'he  suffenni^-;  of  a  frontier  v/ar.  When  the  Georgia 
claims  were  rejected,  it  was  more  than  intimated 
that,  uni:'r  such  circumstances  of  supposed  injus- 
tice, the  Union  was  t.n  injury  rather  than  a  blessing. 
Tiie  representatives  of  Georgia  «;'id  that  the  Semi- 
nole war  was  then  raging  on  their  frontier,  and  the 
Union  had  tiot  provided  them  any  adequate  defence. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  gen.  G:  iiie*,  who  then  commanded 
on  tiiat  frontier,  was,  in  private  conversations  on 
this  ll(jor,  and  he  believed  he  might  say  even  in  pub- 
lic opinion,  severely  censured  for  his  indolent  and 
ineflicient  management  of  the  war.  It  vvas  then  ask- 
ed of  me,  said  Mr.  T.  how  gen.  Gaines,  vvlio  had  ac- 
quitted himself  so  well  in  the  northern  campaign 
duriRg  the  late  war,  and  had  shewn  himself  such  a 
perfect  Hotspur  in  battle,  could  so  supinely  waste 
his  time  on  the  southern  frontier.'  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  so 
mu^h  did  the  character  of  general  G.iines  sufTer  in 
public  opinion,  one  year  from  tiiis  time,  from  his  in- 
action on  the  Florida  line,  that  it  w.s  often  asked  if 
his  wounds  and  his  scars  had  not  impaired  his  mili- 
tary talents.''  Georgia  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
her  dissatisfaction.  Tiie  honorable  gentlemaii. 
(mr.  Cobb,)  was  heard  upon  this  floor,  and  iier  com- 
plaints, througii  the  medium  of  the  public  prints, 
were  sent  forth  to  the  country.  Sir,  the  orders  from 
the  W.ir  Uepartraent  to  gen.  Gaines,  have  subse- 
quently been  published.  Mr.  T  said  he  rejoiced 
itiey  v/ere:  it  was  but  an  act  of  justice  to  general 
Gaines  that  those  orders  shotil  i  be  knov.'n  to  the 
public;  and  he  hoped  the  public  would  cast  bjclc 
tiieir  recollection,  and  do  ju.r>tice  to  his  character. 
Sir,  those  orders  now  sliew  that  tlie  inaction  of  the 
c:)mpaign  was  not  the  fsult  of  gen.  Gaines;  he  was 
limited  and  restricted.  It  was  the  cautious  policy 
of  the  cabinet,  and  not  the  supineness  of  the  general, 
which  made  the  war  so  long  linger  on  the  Fiorld.i 
line.  But  when  the  murder  of  Scott's  detachment, 
and  of  mr.  Garrett's  family,  with  various  other  ag- 
jjressions,  were  made  known,  acccmpaniej  witli  the 
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recollection  of  the  past  circumstances  of  complaint 
on  I  lie  part  of  Geoi;gi:<,  and  wiili  the  knowledtre  of 
her  diss'itisfiction  of  the  iirerftclual  defence  aft'ord- 
<;d  to  her  bv  tlie  Union,  tlie  I'resident  could  no  lon- 
j;er.  hesitate.  H  re  Uicn,  said  Mr.  T.  you  see  tlie 
r.ombined  c  uises  thai  c  tiled  yen.  Jackson  into  the 
field.  11 -re  you  observe  the  motives  that  induced 
the  President  to  delegate  to  Idm  discretionary  pow- 
er and  ample  auihoriiy  lo  i.dnpt  the  nscessurii  meats- 
■u-rcs  Cu  term  naie  the  conflict  wiUi  sncil  clun^liseimmt — 
With  such  m'Tited /j«'»o,7:»:.';.r— as  would  secure  a 
speedy  and  fiennanent  peace.  Here  too,  sir,  you  dis- 
cover the  causes  which,  in  al  li'ion  to  i;eneralJaclc- 
son's  known  promptitude  of  character,  induced  liim 
to  a  firm  and  energi'tic  performance  of  his  orders. 
Bu!,  sir,  we  are  now  loli  there  has  been  too  mucli 
piviniptitu-le  aiij  loo  much  energy  used  by  tjeneral 
J  ickson  lii  his  ni.inigt- niLiit  of  this  war.  We  are 
even  told  that  lie  iias  usurped  the  power  of  litis 
liouse,  and  violated  the  constitution,  in  making-  of 
fenslve  war  on  the  Seminolps;  and  that,  under  !ii9 
insiructions  to  chastise  and  punish^  he  lias  committed 
cruellies  wiiich  h.ive  stainiiduie  iionor  of  our  coun- 
try. Sir,  from  what  source  do  we  hear  these  accu- 
satiorlb.''  it  is  from  tlie  representatives  of  Gjorgia. 
It  w;ss  only  last  winter  liie  honorable  m.over  of  the 
resolutions  for  ceiisiuv,  a.-ked  and  obtained  from 
tliis  house  a  law,  providing-  for  extra  pay  and  ra- 
tions  to  the  Georjjia  militia,  which  had  been  de- 
tache-d  in  ihe  Semuiole  war.  Little  did  I  then  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  that  gentleman  that  this  war  was 
oJ/'(!n.nr>€  on  our  part.  Lntle  could  the  president 
have  anticipated  vvlyn  he;  tjive  orders  to  cross  the 
Florida  line,  and  penetrate  Uie  wilderness,  in  the 
necessary  defence  of  (icoriria,  that  ih.e  representa- 
tives of  Georgia  would  be  tlie  first  to  coiiiplain. 
Little  could  ^^eueral  J  iclc^on  liave  anticipated, 
when  he  encountered  the  faii,^ues  -nid  the  penis  of 
the  camp*!gn — when  he  put  his  character  and  his 
life  on  its  ev-^nl,  that  tlie  representatives  of  Georgia 
would  lie  the  first  lo  cast  censure  upon  liim  for 
loo  mncii  '^nergy  in  thcr  liet'ence;  raliier  did  he  ex- 
pect ihat  tuey,  in  commnn  v.'illi  iiis  counliy,  would 
look  with  a  benignant  eye  upon  tiie  pertonnance  of 
his  high  and  critical  duties;  and  thit,  instead  of  a 
jealous  scrutiny  of  his  conduct,  where  good  uUen- 
tioiis  were  evident,  the\  would  raliier  applaud  than 
censure,  and  Uiat  where  they  could  not  j'lstify,  they 
would  at  least  forgiVJ.  But,  said  ]\ir.  T.  if  the 
righ.t  of  this  house  lo  pronounce  on  pe.ice  and  war, 
has  been  invaded;  if  Uie  constitution  haj  been  vio- 
lated, it  ought  to  be  proclaimed  to  the  country.  He 
rejoiced  there  were  genilemen  who  possessed  suf- 
ficient spirit  and  firmness  to  announce  it;  and  that 
it  was  announced  by  ihe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobh,)  he  did  not  nienlioii  as  mat- 
ter  of  accusation,  but  as  cause  for  commendation. 
He  poi;. '.ed  it  oui  as  a  rare  instance  of  political 
integrity — of  an  excess  in  political  virtue,  which 
would  nol  sufiir  our  powers  to  be  invaded — 
which  would  not  even  wink  at  a  violation  of  the 
constitution,  aliiiough  the  cause  of  the  invasion, 
and  the  subject  of  the  violation,  should  be  the  de- 
fence of  the  constituents  of  ihat  honorable  gentle- 
man,  his  houie,  lus  family. 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  gen.  Jackson  received  his  ordei's, 
rcqtiiring  him  to  take  coiTim.iiid,  at  Nashville,  on 
the  12th  of  January,  1H1«.  This  great  military 
captain  immediately  commencei  his  operations;  and 
eucii,  s»i  1  nir.  T-  h:is  bee.n  the  rapidity  of  Ids  mea- 
sures, and  the  velocity  of  his  movements,  that  the 
tongut;  of  the  narrator  can  scarcely  keep  pace  wiih 
his  march,  He  immediately  announced  aji  appeal 
to  tiie  pairiotisni  of  the 'I'ennessee  volunteers,  lo 
accompany  him  in  his  expedition;   and  he  made  a 


requisition  for  a  detachment  of  Georgia  militia  The 
first  came  forth  at  his  call,  and  the  second  were,  in 
process  of  time,  detached  and  [)repared  to  join  him. 
This  force,  united  with  his  regular  troops  and  some 
friendly  Indians,  were  concentrated  at  Fori  Scott. 
Without  the  means  or  the  possihiliiy  of  transporta- 
tion, ^en.  Jackson,  on  the  26th  of  March,  and  with 
only  eight  days' provision,  iiaving  bravely  determin- 
ed "in  sicbsii-i  on' the  eiifmi/,"  took  up  the  line  of 
march  from  Fort  Scott.  He  entered  the  unexplo- 
red wilderness;  he  crofjsed  the  Florida  line;  he 
sought  and  found  the  Indipn  enemy  in  tiieir  fast- 
nesses; he  vanquisiied  them,  and  destroyed  their 
towns.  In  his  pursuit  of  the  embodied  fugitives, 
he  found  St.  Mruks  was  the  source  of  their  supplies, 
and  that  its  possession  was  threatened  by  his  enemy. 
He  occupied  tiiat  place,  and  from  tiience  directed 
his  march  lo  Pensacola,  from  whence  he  drove  out 
the  Indians  who  had  fied  there  for  shelter,  and 
for  new  supplies.  Hi  also  occupied  that  place  with 
the  fortress  of  Harancas;  and  on  the  2yth  of  May- 
terminated  a  war  which  li:id,  for  more  than  eighteen 
months,  rav.-.ged  your  frontier,  and  was  fast  spread- 
ing to  other  Indian  tribes.  Sir,  said  mr.  T.  it  is  the 
incidents  iif  this  campaign,  so  rapid  in  its  progress 
— so  brilliant  in  its  execution,  and,  in  his  oplnionj 
so  replete  with  important  and  beneficial  results, 
that  gives  rise  to  the  present  discussion.  In  its 
progress,  sir,  a  neiural  territory  has  been  entered;  t lie 
posts  of  St,  At^rks  and  Pensacola  have  been  taken; 
two  Indian  chiefs,  and  two  British  subjects,  Arbulh- 
nol  and  Amonster,  have  been  executed;  and,  said 
mr,  T.  I  rejoice  at  these  events.  I  honor  rather  than 
blame  the  gener.d  vv'ho  had  firmness  to  determine 
and  give  effect  lo  such  measures.  In  avov/ing  this 
opinion,  said  he,  I  am  coiifi  lent  1  do  but  speak  the 
opinion  of  our  nation. 

We  iiave  been  called  upon,  said  mr.  T.  to  pro- 
duce the  laws  of  nations  whicii  will  justify  these 
proceedings,  I  maintain,  said  he,  that  lhe/jr/;2Ci« 
pies  upon  which  the  l\ws  of  nations  between  the 
free  governments  of  Kurope  are  founded,  when 
rightly  understood,  do  embrace  and  justify  all  the 
proceedings.  Kut,  said  inr.  T.  I  shall  nol  under- 
take the  labour  of  the  argument  in  this  point  of 
view.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  say,  that 
that  system  of  national  laws,  established  by  com- 
mon consent  of  niankiiul,  as  a  rule  of  action  be- 
tween (rep,  separate  and  independent  governments, 
has  no  application  lo  tiie  present  case.  The  histo- 
ry of  ISurope  affords  no  parallel  to  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, and  could  nol  be  expected  to  have  pro- 
vided a  rule  for  the  present  case.  There  is  not  an 
instance  in  Ku;'ope,  wlieie  one  nation,  acting  upon 
its  ow  n  us.iges,  and  claiming  to  have,  as  a  nation, 
the  power  of  mnknig  peace  and  war,  resiiled  with- 
in the  limits  and  boundaries  of  any  other  sovereign 
I  and  independent  nation.  Sir,  the  Floridas  were  not 
a  7iciitra/\.evi-a'.if\ — it  was  the  terniory  of  your  ene- 
my. Tlicre  he  resided— from  there  he  issued  from 
his  fastnesses,  crossed  the  boundary  lin?,  and  de- 
predated your  properly,  and  murdered  your  citi- 
zens; and  when  you  pursued  him,  it  was  there  he 
fled  for  safety.  Sir,  I  repeat,  Florida  was  nol  a 
neutral  lerriiory.  It  was  Ihe  country  of  your  ene- 
my, used  and  occu[»ied  by  him;  and,  as  such,  you 
had  aright,  and  it  becuiie  your  duty  to  enter  it,  in 
the  pursuit,  and  for  the  subjugation  of  that  enemy. 
IJiit  if  gentlemen  will  insist  on  calling  this  a  neu- 
iral  country,  I  ask,  what  are  its  consequences.'  In 
every  i).jge'of  those  national  laws,  upoi;  which  .so 
much  reliance  has  been  placeil,  the  government  of 
a  neutral  country  is  made  res(()nsib!e  for  the  con- 
duel  of  persons  wiihin  its  limits.  If  sucii  govern, 
meat  aulliunzes  any  ucia  of  hostile  aggression,   it 
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becomes  just  cause  of  war.  If  unaiithorizei  and 
disHVovvei  hostile  incursions  are  mad-.-  from  its  ter 
ritories,  it  is  no  CAUse  of  war;  but  is  considered  hs 
sudden  irruptions  bursting  forth  upon  an  adjoining 
nation,  who  from  Uie  circunistinces  and  necessicy 
of  the  case,  is  vested  witi^  full  riglit  .nwi  ample  an 
thority  to  use  tiie  nquisite  meuns  an^i  force  to  pre- 
vent such  irruptions,  and  provide  for  their  own 
safety  and  def.;nce.  As  a  neutr.d  territory,  there 
fore,  we  hid  a  riglil  to  unier  it  in  self-defence,  and 
for  our  own  safety.  Gentlemen  m.iy  not  agree  on 
what  ground  it  was  entered.  It  is  suincieir  for  my 
purposes,  to  say,  that  on  either  or  both  these 
grounds  we  did  enter  this  territory,  .  nd  my  heart 
approves  of  tJie  result.  Sir,  mark  the  coincidence 
of  discordant  circumstances.  Arbuthnot  an  i  Am 
brister,  two  Eaglisii  emissaries,  in  a  neu'.ral  :  punish 
territory,  instii;ating  a  savage  w;.r  upon  a  peaceful 
American  state!  When  our  government  complain, 
the  British  minister  answers  they  have  not  jurisJic- 
tion  out  of  their  own  country,  and  cannot  preveni 
the  evil.  The  Spniish  governor  says  he  has  not  the 
power  to  control  Indians  and  Eiiglisli  subjects,  and 
worthy  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  tell  us  it  is  a  neu- 
tral country,  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  help  our 
selves.  Were  ever  doctrines  advanced  so  prepos- 
terous? Had  gen.  Jackson  listened  to  such  reason- 
ing— h-ad  he  returned  with  suci)  arguments  as  the 
only  result  of  his  campaign,  what  would  have  been 
the  language  of  our  bleeding  frontier?  And,  be 
cause  he  did  not,  a  vote  of  censure  is  solemnly  pro- 
posed. 

Uut,  sir,  St.  .Marks,  a  Spanish  post,  has  been  ta- 
ken. Advert  to  the  documents  on  this  point,  and 
it  will  clearly  appear  that  this  place  was  in  use,  and, 
in  fact,  a  mere  depot  for  Indian  supplies,  and  was, 
in  addition,  so  weak  and  inefTectually  garrisoned, 
tiiat  there  was  just  cause  to  apprehend  the  Indian 
army  would  tak-e  possession  of  it.  A  belligerent  is 
clearly  entitled  "to  seize,  and  temporarily  to  occupy 
and  even  garrison,  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  in  or- 
der to  preveni  the  designs  of  his  enemy  in  seizing 
the  place,  whenever  the  sovereign  of  the  country  is 
not  able  to  defend  it."  This  principle  alone,  s'du 
jTir.  T.  would  justify  the  occupitionof  St.  Marks. 
But  the  case  is  much  strengthened  when  we  consi- 
der it  as  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  between  whose 
."sovereign  and  ourselves  is  a  treaty,  in  which  Spain 
had  solemnly  pledged  herself  to  k--ep  in  subjection 
the  Indians  within  its  limits,  and  to  prevent  any 
hosLilitie.s  from  them,  ii]ion  our  frontier.  Every  ob 
ligation  of  national  law,  as  well  as  the  faith  of  trea- 
ty stipulation,  bound  her  to  the  performance  of  Uais 
duty.  If  her  imbecility  prevented  the  observance 
of  her  obligations,  or  the  unauthorized  conduct  of 
its  governor,  allowed  hostilities  to  be  carried  on  a- 
gainst  us  from  the  territory,  every  principle  of  self- 
delence  would  justify  the  occupation  of  this  post, 
and  even  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  it  contribulea 
to  the  supplies  of  our  enemy,  and  his  warlike  occu- 
pation. 

Connected  with  the  occupation  of  St.  Marks,  was 
the  capture  of  the  two  Indian  chiefs.  One  of  our 
gunboats  came  into  the  A|)palachicola  river,  and, 
Willie  there,  kept  up  the  British  flag.  This  circum- 
stance is  said  to  have  decoyed  thein  on  board  the 
boat.  Sir,  this  deception  is  now  matter  of  gre  it  of- 
fence. We  are  told  by  the  honorable  speakei ,  (mr. 
Clay)  that  your  stars  and  your  stripes  should  have 
iioated  there.  Sir,  I  freely  admit,  that  the  waving 
of  the  British  flag  may  liave  oj)erated  to  deceive  the 
Indian  chiefs.  The  British  tlag  was  familiar  to  their 
observation,  allhouj^h  the  neutr.d  territory  of  friend- 
iy  Spain.  It  was  ibis  British  ilag  which  had  waved 
at  the  Negro  Fort;  and  at  tiic  foot  of  wdiose  slairoiie  I 


of  your  Arnericin  seamen  was  tarred  and  bxirnt  alive.' 
Its  friendly  aspect  and  well  known  co-operation  in 
this  neutral  country,  may  have  readily  tended  to  de- 
ceive these  Iii>lian  chiefs  on  board  an  American  gun 
boat.  Mr.  1".  said,  they  were  the  chiefs  of  our  ene-' 
my — they  fled  to  that  Hag  for  shelter  and  .supplies; 
and,  for  his  part,  he  had  no  disposition  to  finU  fault 
with  their  mistake.  It  might  at  least  teach  their 
tribe  that  a  British  fl  ig  in  a  Sp  niish  territory  might 
not  always  be  a  sure  cover  for  hostilities  upon  the 
American  people. 

But,  sir,  these  two  Indian  chiefs  were  taken  on 
shore  and  executed.  The  honorable  speaker  (mr. 
f'day)  tells  us  that  it  fills  him  with  the  deepest  re- 
i^'ret.  I,  loo,  said  mr.  T.  am  not  without  regret  .- 
But,  sir,  my  regret  is  at  the  causes  which  renderL-d 
tlieir  execution  necessary  fuid  proper — and  not  that 
general  Jackson  had  firmness  to  perform  his  dut)', 
.md  make  an  example  useful  to  us  and  saliUary  to 
the  Indian  nation.  Sir,  in  the  person  and  charac- 
ter of  Jlonuilldenv'cco  was  found  the  Indian  chief 
whopresiued  at  die  inhuman  murder  of  lieut.  Scott 
and  his  p..rty.  A  deed  more  brutal  and  savage  can- 
not be  tound  in  tlie  annals  of  Indian  warfare.  Sir, 
he  was  not  executed  as  an  enemy  only,  but  as  a 
base  murderer  marked  with  ever)'  cruelty  and  stain- 
ed with  the  blood  of  your  countrymen. 

Hdlis  I/ujo,  the.  other  chief,  was  also  hung.  The 
honorable  speaker  (mr.  Cl.iy)  said  he  regarded  the 
occurrence  with  grief;  and  with  great  indignation 
he  exclaimed,  "Han^  an  Indian!  Han^  an  Indian!" 
Hang  .m  Indian!  No,  sir,  said  mr.  T.  general  Jack- 
son did  not  lung  an  Indian  Higher  destinies  a- 
waited  this  chief.  He  had  ceased  to  be  an  Indian: 
lie  had  recently  been  honte  to  old  England:  h.^  had 
approached  "the  throne  of  his  royal  highness:"  and 
while  there  was  commissioned  Brigadier  General, 
Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  /Jviiish  Brigadier  General;  he 
wore  a  red  coat;  and  by  way  of  special  favor  and 
pre  eminence  over  all  others  of  the  same  rank,  he 
was  furiiislied  with  tliree  epaulettes.  Therefore, 
gen.  Jackson  did  not  hang  an  Indian.  He  hung  a 
British  brigadier  general.  I  honor  him  for  it,  said 
mr.  T.  and  who  is  offended?  It  was  in  the  terrritory 
of  Spain;  but  as  she  was  a  neutral  power,  she  has 
no  Cause  for  complaint.  And,  docs  England  com- 
plain? Disgrace  upon  her,  if  she  does  not.  She  is 
bound  by  every  tie  of  honor  to  come  forward  and 
own  her  favorite  general,  Hdlis  Hajo.  1  hope  she 
will,  i^aid  mr.  T.  And  whenever  England  does 
complain,  if  my  voice  can  conTol,  her  couijjlaint 
shill  be  handed  over  for  adjustment  to  our  naval 
heroes;  those  gallant  sons  who  have  borne  your 
Cannon  upon  the  de  p;  wi-.o  have  held  their  ste:idy 
march  upon  the  mountain  wave,  and  triumpiianlly 
displayed  to  an  admiring  world  ilie  banners  of  your 
country;  they  would  gladly  adjust  the  account. 

But,  sii',  in  the  person  of  this  same  Hdlis  H  ijo, 
when  his  name  is  translated,  we  find  Francis  the 
Prophet,  a  man  commissioned  by  Great  Britain, 
tricked  off  in  all  the  trappings  of  military  dressi 
furnishe.l  as  a  present  from  the  I'lince  Regent,  with 
a  toiiiahaivk,  scalpin,<  knife  and  a  rifle,  and  sent 
back  to  his  tribe,  to  inculcate  of  course,  tiiat  religion 
and  that  superstition  which  we  have  been  so  loudly 
called  upon  to  "ft/xwe,"  because  it  was  their  reli- 
gion and  t/ieir  superstition.  Sir,  this  one  of  tlie 
order  of  tlmse  pious  prophets,  whose  surrender  our 
country  demanded  in  the  treaty  of  Fort  .lacksoii. 
A  prophei,  the  crucifix  of  whose  religion  is  the  to- 
maha\uh  and  the  scalpinj  knife;  th.e  libations  to  whose 
worship  is  the  blood  of  the  white  man.  Ask  the 
mothers  of  your  country  if  they  consent  to  besiii- 
rendered  wltii  their  children  as  the  willir.g  sacn- 
iicea  to  the  cerenionicia  of  stich  a  superotiUon?  And, 
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yet,  our  country  is  blanned,  because,  in  a  treaty  of 
j)eacs,  she  dcmaiidsd  the  surrender  of  such  prophets. 
Noi  ihose  who  would  consent,  in  peace,  to  enjoy 
their  delusions,  but  those  only  who  persisted  in  hos- 
tilities ana  wur  upon  our  people. 

Sir,  said  mr.  T.  Arbutlinoi.  and  Ambrister  have 
also  been  executed.  Wiio  were  these  men.-"  Two 
British  subjects  in  a  Jipanish  neutral  territory;  two 
incendiaries  insti;(ating  an  Indian  war  upon  our 
fronti:ir.  Tiie  one  found  in  battle  and  t^ken  with 
arms  in  his  hands;  tiie  oihei  united  and  comming- 
linij  with  \our  enemies,  acting  as  tlieir  agent,  even 
by  express  commission,  as  a  power  of  attorney  exe- 
cuted before  the  neulr^l  commandant  of  St.  Marks, 
importuning  for  their  use  gunpowder  and  lead:  and 
when  tlie  resources  ot  the  neuiral  posts  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pjnsacola  were  exhausted,  writing  letters  and 
making  application  for  :.iilitary  aid  in  this  Indian 
war,  10  governor  Cameron,  and  even  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  wlio  Francis  the  prophet  s-.i  '•■  ^^toldhini,  -when 
in  England,  that,  ivhenever  lie  ivanted  amimtnition, 
that  yoit:-  exciitency  ivunid supply  h:m  -w  thus  thiic/i  as 
he  iva7iced  "  Sir,  I  forbear  to  enter  into  the  exarHina- 
tion  of  ihe  documents  on  your  table.  It  is  suflficient 
thai  I  su.e,  and  I  state  wiihoul  tlie  fe.ir  of  contra- 
diction, ihat  Aibuthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  their 
acts,  had  identiiied  themselves  with  your  Indian 
enemy;  h  ul  oecoine  allies  and  purlies  against  you 
in  this  cruel  Indian  war.  Sir,  what  are  the  just 
consequences  ot  the  relation  wliicii  these  men  had 
voluntarily  assumed?  I  advance  it,  said  Mr.  T.  as 
a  proposition  not  to  be  contruverted,  that  tchutevey 
right  ii-ar  gives  ugainsi  my  principal  enemy,  the  like  it 
gives  vie  tig  inc;t  one  of  his  usiociates.  Connected 
wail  'his  principle  1  also  maintain,  that  rvhatever 
ineasJires  your  enemy  adi^pu-  against  you;  -whatever 
cmelties  he  exerc<sed  toiBurds- you,  he  gives  you  the 
right  to  adopt  those  measiires  and  to  exercise  those  cru- 
elt.cs  upon  hun  in  return.  Sir,  if  gentlemen  cannot 
lind  tins  rule  in  their  books,  it  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  that  \\.s principles,  u!  e  engraven  on  the  heart 
of  mun;  that  i.s />ccc^/ce  is  adopted  by  every  nation 
on  the  habiable  globe.  It  is  the  only  means  by 
whicii  one  belligereHt  nation  can  compel  another  to 
regard  the  rules  and  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  It 
has  been  adopted  by  our  country,  and  its  practice  is 
recorded  in  every  page  of  its  military  history.  In 
all  your  wars  with  Great  Britain,  you  have  rigidly 
maintained  this  doctrine;  witness  the  retaliatory 
measures  resorte.l  to  in  the  late  wm'.  But,  when 
the  dark  and  benighted  savages  of  the  wilderness 
have  warred  upon  you,  while  your  right  was  complete 
to  exerc.se  upon  them  all  the  cruelties  they  inflicted 
upon  you;  being  an  htimane,  an  enlightened,  and  a 
religions  people,  you  wisely  withheld  the  exercise 
of  lh.it  right  which  the  practices  or  tlie  war  had  gi- 
ven to  you.  Sir,  you  also  witiiiield  the  e.xercihe  of 
this  right  upon  anotiier  principle,  because  the  cha- 
racter, the  prejudices,  the  delusion,  and,  if  gentle- 
men please,  the  wild  su[)crstitiiiii  ot  your  ferocious 
foe  i'..'ndered  all  example  upon  him  as  ineffectual, 
as  all  precept  was  unavailing.  The  conclusion  for 
whicli  1  contend  is,  tnat  your  right  to  resort  to  re- 
taliatory cruelties  upon  your  savage  enemy,  was 
complete.  Its  exercise  was  alone  to  be  regulated 
by  a  soun.l  discretion,  and  by  circumstances,  with 
regard  only  to  your  own  ciiaracter,  influenced  by 
jii.>t  principles  of  hunr.nily.  I  also  msist,  uot  ''liiat 
tile  white  m.in  found  tigluing  by  tlie  side  of  an  In. 
dian  siiuU  be  put  to  deuth,"  but  that  the  white  man 
who  unites  v.iih  lndia:is,  and  becomes  a  party  in 
tlieir  wars,  justly  becomes  liable  to  all  the  vicia- 
siuuies  of  those  wars;  is  identified  wiih  the  Indians, 
and  subject  to  *tl  liie  rights  you  have  agiinsi  tliem 
as  )  iir-  j,;jicipal  eiuiDV.     Sach  is  tiie  \/cli  kiioiva 


relation  of  all  allies  in  war;  such  was  the  situation 
of  ])e  Kalb,  De  La  Fayette,  and  all  those  v/orthy  fo- 
reigners who  took  part  with  us  in  our  revolutiona- 
ry struggle.  With  such  principles  in  view,  and 
with  the  murderer  of  lieut.  Scott's  party  in  your 
possession,  with  the  general  and  prophet  J'rancis 
your  prisoner  of  war;  with  Arbuthnot  and  Ambris- 
ter, those  cjti&ret/ savages,  instigators  and  piocur- 
ers  of  this  war,  all  in  your  power,  who  can  doubt 
that  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  for  the  peace 
and  safety  of  our  country  would  doom  them  to 
death.'  Held  by  no  treaty — bound  by  no  ties— re- 
gardless of  all  faith — and  influenced  by  no  mercy — 
who  would  rdvise  that  such  men  should  be  turned 
loose  to  remingle  with  the  misguided  savages,  ex- 
hibiting themselves  at  once  as  the  pledge  of  your 
weakness  and  your  fears;  and,  with  their  trappings, 
as  the  sample  of  British  munificence.''  Your  docu- 
ments remind  you  that  your  Indian  enemies  read  no 
books  or  papers — liave  no  stmrces  of  information, 
but  from  such  chiefs  and  such  agents,  by  whom 
they  have  been  told  of  your  weakness  till  they  really 
believed  you  dared  not  to  brave  the  power  of  tiieir 
warriors,  countetianced  by  British  and  Spanish  offi- 
cers. 1  regret,  said  Mr.  T.  the  necessity  of  a  retail- 
atory  example.  But,  £ir,  gen.  Jackson  wisely  con- 
sidered the  circumstances  called  aloud  fur  example. 
Indiins,  Spaniards,  and  Britons,  all  needed  a  les- 
son. And  never  did  man  select  four  more  fit  sub- 
jects to  iiang  on  higii  as  an  example  to  savage  cre- 
dulity, and  as  a  warning  to  all  adventurers  to  be- 
ware of  combining  against  us  in  Indian  wars.  I 
hojje,  said  mr.  T.  this  house  will  justify  the  mea- 
sure. It  will  give  efJect  to  the  example,  and  pro- 
claim to  the  world  the  policy  of  our  country  in  all 
future  Indian  wars. 

Sir,  it  is  now  denied  that  the  power  of  retalia- 
tion belongs  to  the  commanding  general.  The  lion, 
speaker  (iiir.  Clay)  lias  declared  it  to  be  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereignly,  and  that  it  belongs  to  this 
house,  as  one  of  its  War  making  powers;  and  he  de- 
nies this  right  to  the  commander  of  any  portion  of 
our  army.  In  support  of  his  argument,  that  the 
right  of  retaliation  was  a  legislative  power,  he  has 
read  at  length,  the  act  of  congress  m  l~9y,  giving 
to  the  president  the  power  of  retaliation  uponFrencU 
citizens  for  enormities  practised  upon  our  citizens 
by  the  Frencli  republic.  Sir,  it  was  with  some  sur- 
prise I  heard  tiiis  act  brought  into  the  argument; 
recollect  its  course  and  its  history,  awd  this  act 
proves  the  opposite  conclusion.  In  1773  our  coun- 
try made  a  treaty  with  France,  in  which  we  agreed 
that  she  should  ever  be  considered  the  most  favor- 
ed nation,  and  whatever  privileges  we  gave  to  any 
other  nation  sli'iuld  be  extended  to  her.  In  1794, 
we  made  a  treaty  with  Great-Britain,  in  which  it 
was  mutually  agreed,  that  the  citizens  of  eiih'ir 
country,  found  in  time  of  war  on  board  an  enemy's 
vessel,  owrcomiries  being  at  peace,  might  be  treat- 
ed as  pirates.  In  1798,  when  the  French  republic, 
in  its  mad  career,  endeavored  to  involve  us  in  their 
wars,  tliey  insisted  that  we  should,  at  that  time, 
resist  by  war,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  or 
that  they  woald,  under  construction  of  the  treaty, 
execu'.e  as  pirates  any  of  our  imjiressed  seamen 
which  they  found  on  board  a  British  vessel.  A 
spirit  to  resist  such  pretensions,  gave  rise  to  the 
act  of  1799,  cited  and  relied  upon  by  the  speaker, 
(mr.  Clay.)  There  was  tiien  no  war  between  our 
two  countries;  the  case  came  not  within  the  power 
of  any  military  commander;  and  the  act  of  1799, 
only  provejj  tlie  just  retaliatory  policy  which  has 
ever  goveriied  our  country. 

But,  sir,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  to  cast  back  their 
ruiJoilect.'j.".  ■■;  the  events  of  cMr  revoiuttouarv  war 
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what  was  the  conduct  and  practice  of  our  enemy? 
Did  notthecommunding  general  on  this  station  ever 
claim  and  exercise  during  that  war  the  power  of  re- 
taliation? Did  gentlemen  ever  hear  that  as  often  as 
a  case  occurred  he  sent  home  for  new  powers?  It  this 
is  a  legislative  power,  as  the  spealcer  (mr.  Clay)  has 
contended,  1  wish  they  would  shew  acts  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  retaliation  measures  dvu-ing  thai  war. 
Who  has  not,  said  mr.  T.  heard  of  the  cruellies  per- 
petrated in  our  revohition  by  Delancy's  corps;  all, 
all  under  pretence  of  retaliation  for  acts  on  our  part? 
Did  not  Ihe  loyalists  in  New-York,  confine  Ameri- 
can officers  with  the  common  soldiery,  and  threat- 
en  to  compel  them  to  work  and  dig  a  prison  under 
ground  as  a  retaliation  for  confining  some  Hritish 
prisoners  in  the  Simbiiry  mines?  I  wish,  said  mr.  T. 


gentlemen  would  shew  acts  of  legislative  autliority 
for  all  this  class  of  transactions. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  course  and  the  conduct  on 
the  part  of  our  own  country,  when  capt.  Huddy  was 
hung  by  the  murderous  Lippincot?  \V  iS  not  the  un- 
fortunate Asgill  set  apart  by  order  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, and  doomed  to  expiate  by  his  death,  the 
cruelties  of  his  nation?  Congress  upon  ihat  occasion 
did  not  legislate;  but  they  "Bid  Resolve,  That  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  sepa- 
rate army,  is  in  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  them, 
respectively,  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  when- 
ever the  enemy  shall  commit  any  act  of  cruelty  or 
violence  dnirary  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  war,  to 
demand  adequate  satisfaction  for  tlie  same,  and  in 
Case  such  satisfaction  shaU  not  be  given  in  a  reason- 
able or  limited  time,  or  shall  be  refused  or  evaded 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  to  cause  suitable  re- 
taliation forthwith  to  be  made,  and  the  United 
St;ites,  in  congress  assembled,  will  support  them  in 
sucli  measures." 

Wlien  col.  Ilayne  was  executed  at  Charleston, 
did  not  general  Greene  orJer  retaliation?  Look  at 
Lee's  memoirs  of  the  southern  campaign,  and  there 
read  the  retaliation  exercised  upon  prisoners,  to 
atone  for  the  death  of  his  trumpeter.  Sir,  it  is  my 
fortune  to  reside  in  New-Yoik,near  the  lines  which 
divide  the  American  and  British  armies.  If  gentle- 
men will  go  With  me  into  the  district  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  every  man,  woman,  and  ciiild 
of  that  day  will  recount  to  them  some  deed,  com- 
mitted upon  the  pretence  of  retaliation.  Sir,  our 
fathers  at  this  day  point  to  the  trees  upon  wliich 
your  citizens  have  been  executed,  in  order  to  impart 
to  their  children  the  feelings  which  in  those  days 
animated  tiieir  breasts. 

Before  1  leave  this  subject,  said  mr.  T.  I  must 
beg  the  indulgence  of  this  committee  to  permit 
me  to  cite  one  more  case,  from  Gordon's  History 
of  the  American  Kevolulion,  evincing  both  retalia- 
tion uni  the  power  to  which  military  commanders 
are  sometimes  required  to  resort  for  the  preser- 
vation of  their  country.  Sir,  I  also  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  attention  of  my  worthy  friend  from  Mary- 
land (gen.  Reed)  to  the  statement  which  I  shill 
make.  The  historian  states,  that  an  Amt-rican  of- 
ficer in  an  advanced  station  near  Stoney  Point,  de 
tected  a  soldier  in  the  act  of  desertion;  that  he  took 
him,  cut  off  his  ^lead  without  ceremony,  and  sent 
it  to  the  camp  of  general  Washington,  by  whom,  it 
is  added,  be  was  severely  censured  for  his  cruelty, 
and  for  whicl)  he  afterwards  itoned  for  by  his  brave- 
ry in  stornung  tliat  place.  Sir,  with  tliis  aspect,  the 
story  proves  mucli;  but  I  reside  near  that  place, 
and  from  the  tradition  of  the  country,  I  am  enabled 
to  say,  the  historian  is  not  correct.  I  turn,  said 
mr.  T.  with  pleasure  to  my  honorable  friend  from 
Maryland,  (gen.  Reed)  artl  T  rejoice  that  I  am  able 
to  say,  thou  art  the  man.'  Yes,  sir,  it  is^oziofwhom 


the  historian  speak":!   Thou  art  the  man/  who  with- 
out ceremony  cut  off  the  head  of  an  American  sol* 
dier,  and  sent  it  to  the  canij)  of   your  general.     If  I 
am  wrong,  said  mr.  T.  I   hope  the   hon.  gentleman 
will  correct  me.     Sir,  it  was  at  a    dark  and  event- 
ful period  of  the  history  of  your  country;  our  enemy 
had  possession  ol  New-Yoik  and  the  Hudson;  an  ar- 
my was  on  the  march  from  the  North,  and  the  plan 
of  its  campaign  was  to  form  a  junction  and   sever 
tliis  Union  which  now  so  happily  binds  us  together. 
Toe  father  of  your  country,  with  his  little  band,  was 
before  Stopt y  Point,  but  your  resources  could  not 
supply  him  with  the  means  for  its  reduction.     Our 
enemy  had  announced  the  intention  to  consider  us 
as  rebels  and  refuse  an  exchange  of  prisoners.    The 
groans  from  the  Jersey  prison  ship  echoed  through 
your  land;  and  a  regiment  then  recently  surprised  at 
Paoli,  on  the  Delaware,  was  refused  quarter.     The 
terror  and  the  impulse  were  great;  the  little  army 
before  Stoney  Point  was  fast  dissolving  by  de«ertion, 
and  the  fate  of  your  country  was  suspended  on  a 
thread.     The  great  soul  of  Washington   fearlessly 
met  the  occasion;  he  resolved  on  example,  and  issu- 
ed orders  that  every  deserter  should  suffer  instant 
death.     You,  sir,    (gen.  Reed)    had   this  prder  in 
your  pocket.     The  night   of  your  advanced   com- 
mand, three  men,  taken  in  the  act  of  desertion,  were 
brought  to  you.     Then,  that  heart  which  danger 
could  not   appal,  for  once  trembled;  you    faltered 
between  mercy  and   your  duty;  you   compromised 
with  your  generous  feelings;  you  spared  <w«and  ex- 
ecuted one;  and  sir,  your  immediate  superior  officer 
told  you  ii  ~.vas  mistuken  msrcy.     This,  and  this  only, 
was  the  censure  to  which    the  historian  alludes,  as 
being   pronounced  upon  your  conduct.     Sir,  even 
this  censure  you  shortly  wiped  away.     Your  general 
foresaw  that  the  crisis  of  the  country  required  tiie 
reduction  of  Stoney  Point;  its    neck  of  land    was 
strongly  ocupied,  and  he  had  not  the  means  to  ap- 
proach it.     It  was  determined  to  carry  it  by  storm. 
A  brave  band  of  American  youth  undertook  the  ex- 
ploit, and  you,   the  bravest  of  the  brave,   marched 
at  their  head.     It  was  at  low  tide,  and  at  the  mid- 
night hour.     You  entered  into  the  river;  under  the 
auspices  of  darkness  and  silence  you  v/ent  round  the 
sAitineld,  and  gained  the  point;  you  scaled  the  ram- 
part, and  there  the  bayonet  was  made  to  perform 
its  diity.     Retaliation!   N.'jy,    Revenge.'  that  night 
drank  her  fill;  and  to  stimulate  your  followers  to 
give  to  it  its  keenest  edge,  "Remember  Paoh"  was 
the  watchword  of  the  night.     Sir,  you  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the    committee  who  made  the  report  now 
tmder  consideration;  and  do  ynu  yet  think  that  ger. 
J.ickson  should   be  loaded  with  his  country's  ccn- 
sure?  Sir,  when  gen.  Washington  issued  that  order 
which  you  executed,  and  without  trial,  without  ce- 
remony, put  to  death  not  one  of  your  enemies,  but 
an  American   citizen  soldier,  did  you  then  think 
that  he  and  you  had  served  your  country?  Did  your 
country  sanction  his  act,  applaud  your  exploit,  and 
blazon  both  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  affect  her 
enemy?  Was  the  public  mind  poisoned  against  your 
gener.il?  Was  congress  Citlled  upon  at  that  day  for 
a  vote  of  censure?  Or  did  any  man  with  prophetic 
spirit  caution  against  military  despotism,  and  fore- 
warn against  the  coming  Csesars?  Jsl'o!  all  was  then 
joy  and  applause;  and  blistered  be  the  tongue  which 
would  pronounce  a  censure  on  the  acts  of  that  day. 
Mute  be  th  t  voice  wliich  will  not  join  in  loud  ap- 
plause to  your  valor,  and  to  the  glory  of  your  chi'.'". 
Sir,  it  seemed  necessary  to  meet  gentlemen  in  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  retaliation;    but  I  con- 
tend the  present  is  not  a  subject  of  that  kind  only. 
This    retali'tion   is    where  the   innocent  person   is 
made  to  suffer  for  the  guilty;  such  was  the  case  of 
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the  unfortunate  Asgill,  wlio  was  about  to  suffer  for  consequence?  The  court  relumed  for  answer  tliiit 
tiie  ciueUies  psrpeirated  by  Lippencot.  Tne  case  lie  should  be  viewfcd  as  a  spy;  and  the  consequence^ 
now  before  us  has  no  such  feiturps — ihs  innoceni  by  the  laws  of  nations,  was  death.  Gen.  Washing- 
are  not  made  to  suffer  for  the  guilty.  Arbuthnot  ton  then  issued  -.m  order  for  his  execution, 
and  A mbrisier  hid  become  parties  in  an  Indian  w;ir;  I  In  the  case  of  col  H.iyne,  of  Charleston,  lord 
they  were  Captured  in  iis  progress;  and  suffered  tor  1  Rawdon  directed  a  like  court  to  answer  to  him, 
their  own  conduct — for  atrocious  deeds  produced  j  "wiietlier  the  prisoner,  col.  Hayne,  should  be  con- 
and  perpetrated  by  their  procurement.  The  villain !sidered  as  an  Engli.sli  subject,  or  an  American  citi- 
and  tlie  viciim  were  here  combined.  The  "chas-  zcn.'"'  Tfie  court  were  not  sworn — the  witnesses 
tiseineni"  and  "me;v'fe<i/)(m(«A'ne7U"  wiiica  gsn.  J  ick-  produced  were  not  sworn — hearsay  evidence  was 
sson  was  ordered  to  •'iiidict  tor  hostilities  so  un-|admitiod,  and  the  court  returned  for  .<nswer  that 
provoked,"  justly  fell  up ju  those  christian  savages  the  prisoner  should  be  viewed  as  a  Brnisu  subject. 
Sir,  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Amtjriaier  l»y  a  j  Lor  l  Riwdon  ordered  his  execution.  Tlie  onjeciion 
court,  and  the  rejection  of  its  seneuce  as  lo  .\in  at  that  d.i^  on  the  part  of  this  country,  wa.s  not  as 
brister,  by  gen  .lackson,  is  the  subject  of  much  ob  to  the  form  of  his  trial  and  execution,  but  the  un- 
jection,  and  probaoly  tiie  great  cause  of  ttie  p;ialic  Ijust  principles  assumed  in  considering  him  a  British 
discontent.     It  is  du?  to  myself,  said  nir.  T.  to  con-  subject,  atier  he   liad    removed   trom  their    limits. 


fess,  that  the  manner  oi"  the  publication  of  the  pro 
ceedin,;s  of  the  court  marii.\l,  with  the  newspaper 


and  had  raised  a  regiment,  and  joined  our  cause. 
These  cases,  saia  Mr.  T.  suHicirndv  sliew  ihc  dis- 


comments,  before  the  publication  of  tlie  whole  do-  tinctiou  in  regard  to  the  different  military  courts, 
cuments,  vnms  not  without  its  effect  on  my  mina.j while  they  ucmonstrate  the  ))rincii)ie,  liiat  when  a 
My  first  impression  on  this  point  was  tn.it  ot  dis-  j.country  in  w.ir  lias  resolved  on  a  campaign,  either 
a.iprobation.  But,  mr.  T.  said,  since  he  had  ex-  loffensive  or  defensive,  the  commanding  general  is 
ainined  the  subject,  he  had  no  remaining  doubts  Ichurged  w;th  us  detail,  and  boun>l  to  adopt  such 
Conner  led  with  the  proceedings  of  that  court  mar- j  measures  as  tend  to  give  '.-ffl-ct  to  the  c^iuipaign, 
tial.  A  proper  discrimination,  said  mr.  T.  between  land  induce  to  a  termination  of  liie  war.  Tiie  right, 
the  diifjreut  courts  or  tribunals,  usually  incident  to   is  complete  in  the  general  to  m  <ks  such  orders  an-l 


militaiy  proceedings,  will  tend  to  correct  erroneous 
impressions  on  this  subj-ct.  A  court  martial,  said 
mr.  T.  is  a  court  specially  created  by  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  and  limited  in  its  jurisdiction  lo 
officer  and  soldier,  with  the  single  exocjiied  case  of 
the  power  conferred  by  statute  over  the  ca.se  or  a 
spy.  It  is  a  municipil  regulation,  coiiiined  to  tiie 
discipline  of  your  army,  and  limited  to  the  police  of 
your  camp.  These  are  its  limits,  and  tlie  boundary 
of  its  jurisdiction.    Tims  fir  it  is  a  valid  court,  and 


Carry  into  effiict  such  measures,  as  in  his  opinion, 
would  accomplisii  ilie  object  of  the  campaign.  For 
the  due  exercise  of  this  right,  he  is  justly  holdere 
responsible  to  his  country  I'he  right  and  the  duty 
to  act  being  in  him,  in  cases  of  diffijiilty  or  import- 
ance he  directs  his  oftcers  to  inquire  and  report 
:acts  and  opinions,  not  to  confer  upon  him  addition- 
al powers,  but  to  support  his  responsibilities,  and  to 
advise  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion. 

Sir,  the  order  of  gen.  .lackson,  detailing  the  court 


its  decisions  are  obligatory;  and  although  tiie  com-  j  in  the  c.ise  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  calls  it  "a 
manding  general  may  disapprove,  he  must  then  or- j  special  court,"  and,  in  addition  to  the  names  of  the 


der  a  second  court.  But,  without  its  sentence,  he 
cannot  punish  either  officer  or  soldier  under  ids 
command.  And  this,  said  mr.  T.  is  the  only  mili- 
tary tribunal  having  jurisdiction,  tliat  is  known  to 
our  law.  It  his  no  power  or  jurisdiction  over  a  ci- 
tizen, an  enemy,  or  prisoner.  A  citizen  is  only  ac- 
countable lo  tlie  civil  Iriliunal;  an  enemy  or  prison- 
er is  not  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  court,  but 
subject  to  thci  power  commissioned  to  carry  on  the 
War  in  winch  his  country  is  engaged.  The  ccm- 
manding  general  has  the  rig-ht,  and  is  made  respon- 
sible for  all  proceedings  against  the  ensmy.  In  the 
progress  of  military  events,  wiien  the  right  to  di- 
rect is  complete  in  the  general,  but  Htteiid.;d  with 
circumstances  of  douni  or  difficulty,  he  often  di- 
rects his  otiiiers  to  inquire  aiM  express  their  Oiiin- 
ions,  in  order  to  he  advised  by  them  in  the  exeucise 
of  his  riq-hls.  When  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  is 
Concerning  any  circumstances  comiectsd  with  the 
movement  ot  the  army,  it  is  usually  denominated  a 
Board  of  Officer;:;  but  when  it  reg.rds  your  enemy, 
or  any  prisoner,  it  is  called  a  Special  Court,  or  Court 
of  Inqnirxj.  These  latter  courts  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion; can  [ironounce  no  sentence;  and  confer  no  right 
or  [uiwer  upon  the  omm.indmg  general.  They  are 
merely  advisory  to  the  general,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  rights  and  powers  previously  vested  in  turn.     A 


members,  it  details  Lt.  McGlassel  as  "recorder." 
This,  said  Mr.  T.  is.  in  the  opinion  of  military  men, 
a  distinguishing  feature  in  Uie  character  of  a  court. 
Military  writers  often  give  no  other  distinction  be- 
tween these  courts  than  as  having  either  a  "recoivfer" 
or  "jud^>-e  advocate";  which  latter  officer  is  said  to 
bean  essential  ingredient  in  llie  construction  of  a 
court  martrd,  and  without  whom  no  proceedings 
can  be  had;  and  no  sentence  can  be  pr..nouiiced. 
Altlio'  tiie  court  in  ihe  [-resent  case,  by  mistake, 
assumed  tlie  forms  of  a  court  martial,  yet  it  could 
not  surely  accjulre  any  power  over  persons  not  with- 
in its  jurisdiction,  nor  im[)iir  the  original  right  in 
i^tn.  Jackson  to  act  witlioiit  its  assistance,  and  in- 
dependently of  iJs  sentence.  He  did,  in  the  case  of 
Ambrister,  so  act,  ;ind  it  only  remains  to  examine 
into  the  clrcumst:.nces  of  tlie  case,  and  the  motives 
of  public  policy  bv  which  he  v.as  inffueiiced,  in  or- 
der to  determine  whether  he  shall  stand  justified,  or 
whether  he  siiall  be  censured  by  a  vote  of  this  house, 
as  having,  by  unnecessary  cruelties,  stained  the  ho- 
nor of  our  countrv. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  review 
the  character  and  the  progress  of  Indiun  wars;  to 
cast  back  their  recollections  into  the  history  of  our 


j  country,  and  tell  him  if  Englishmen  and  iiuiians 
have  not  always  been  united  in  war  against  the 
Court  JMartial  is  bound  to  legal  testimony,  and  j  prosperity  and  the  safety  of  our  country.  Wiieix 
strict  rules  of  evidence;  while  those  other  special  J i3urgoyne  entered  your  country  on  the  north,  he 
courts,  or  boards  of  officers  having  no  jurisdicnon.  j  was  preceded  by  a  dark  un  1  murky  cloud  of  sav- 
and  being  tmly  advisory,  profess  only  lo  obtain  in-  age  barbarians,  like  noxious  vapours  hanging  round 
formation,  without  regard  to  legal  pKJof.  and  moving  with  liis  camp.     Tiie   lamented  fate  of 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  wlu-n  ihe  uiitorlunate  major  An-  \Jliss  ^^IcCree,  lelts  the  course  and  the  conduct  of 
dre  was  taken,  gen.  Washington  directed  a  special  this  union  between  our  savage  foes  and  ihe  *'bul- 
court  to  jiiiswer  lo  liiin  two  (piesiions — 1st.  In  what  iw  irk  of  our  religion."  [Mr.  T.  proceed^'d  at  some 
li^iit  shall  the  prisoner  be  viewed?  2\    What  is  its  'lenglli   to  recount  events  in  Indian  wars,  and  said 
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their  rule  was  id  practice  ev^ry  criieity,  give  noj 
quarter,  and  refuse  all  excinnge  of  prisoner!!.  Oup 
r!ile  had  been  lo  burn  and  break  up  heir  towns.] ; 
But,  said  lie,  if  gentlemen  who  feel  for  the  suff -r- 
ings  itnd  fate  of  Arbutlinot  and  Ainbrister  have  ,my 
synipathies  to  spare,  1'  t  them  uiT'«r  consolation — 
let  tliem  pour  tliem  into  the  afHlcted  bosom  of  the 
unfortunate  mr.  Garret — .i  wife  m"r.lered  and  scalp- 
ed! A  child  murdeted  and  scalped!  An  helpless  ui- 
fant,  murdered,  and  the  cradle  stained  with  inno- 
cent blood!  And  then,  to  consummate  ihe  yet  un- 
iinished  scene,  his  house  w.is  set  on  fire,  and  the 
flames  of  his  home  were  mide  to  announce  to  the 
absent  husband  and  father,  the  extent  of  his  calam- 
ities. 

With  the  history  of  such  wars,  of  sucli  scenes, 
and  such  events,  befoi-e  you;  instiijated  by  British 
subjects,  earned  on  and  supported  by  Spanish  and 
British  resources,  who  can  doubt  tlie  wisdom  and 
the  necessity  of  hanging  on  high,  some  signal  p.\- 
amplesP  Cast  your  eye  vi^estw-ird,  over  your  newly 
acquired  territory,  extending  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
5ini  inhabited  by  savtge  hordes;  bounded  on  the 
nor'h,  by  Bcitish  terntorv,  and  on  the  south  by 
Spmish  possessions;  can  jou  longer  doubt  but  iha 
acra  has  arrived,  when  you  mus^  ivow  and  maint  tin 
the  policy  of  your  country,  lo  proiiibit  the  inter- 
course between  Indians  and  foreign  incendiaries.' 
When  I  reflect  that  the  ex.im.ole  before  us,  was  up 
on  British  subjects,  in  a  Spanish  territory,  it  ob- 
tains the  approbation  of  my  ju.lgment;  it  commands 
the  joy  of  my  heart.  With  such  views,  for  the  fu- 
ture good  of  his  counuy,  the  galhmt  spirit  of  gen- 
eril  J  (ckson  did  not  pause.  He  ordered  Arbutli- 
not and  Ainbrister  to  execii'ion — ^justice  approved 
the  deeil — mercy  withheld  liie  ie;ir — and  even  iui- 
manity  rejoiced.  Yet,  these  men  fell  not  urdanient- 
ed  Theft,  rapine,  and  murder,  bewailed  their  lo^s. 
Superstition  and  cruelty;  the  one  wrjipped  in  the 
Spanish  cloak,  and  Inquisition's  cowl,  the  o'her  clad 
in  bleeding  scalps,  the  irophies  of  their  fri'^nds'  ex- 
ploits, walked  as  the  mourners  to  their  tomb. 

Sir,  Said  mr.  T.  I  thlnlj  gentlemen  do  not  fairly 
understand  the  purport  of  general  Jackson's  cor- 
respondence, when  they  describe  him,  afertiieoc 
ciipation  of  St.  Marks,  and  before  the  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  as  representing  'hat  the 
W.u- had  terminated,  and  from  which,  it  is  inferred, 
the  execution  of  these  men  was  an  uiuiecessary  cru- 
elty. 'I'iie  evident  meaning  of  his  letters  is,  that 
the  eneiiiy  were  so  broken  and  dispersed,  the  com- 
rnandof  a  major  general  was  no  longer  required. 
Sir,  the  war  was  not  terminated.  There  is  no  trea- 
ty of  peace  to  this  hour.  Your  enem\  cut  of}' from 
.qlKources  of  supplies  by  the  energetic  procee  lings 
of  general  Jackson,  cjnnot  any  longer  m:ike  war,  in 
numbers,  or  except  by  m  irauding  pirties,  and  are 
now  held  in  subjection  by  a  cordon  of  posts,  estab- 
lished by  his  orders.  The  necessity'  for  t'se  exam- 
ple was,  therefore,  rather  increased  than  diminish- 
ed, from  the  new  and  predatory  character  which  the 
wsr  was  expected  to  a.ssume. 

Sir,  Pens><colaand  the  Fort  Barrancas  have  been 
taken.  General  Jackson,  on  the  20t!i  of  April,  re- 
du.-:ed  his  force,  by  dismissing  the  Ge-jrgia  niilitii, 
and  with  tlie  residue,  hecio&sed  the  Appalacliicola 
river,  in  pursuit  of  his  dispersed  and  flying  enemy. 
He  soon  learned  that  his  enemy  had  free  access  to 
Pensacola,  and  was  there  openly  supplied  and  arm- 
ed from  the  public  stores,  and  that  thus  reinvigo 
r.ited,  he  issued  forth  in  m>»r-»<iding  parties,  upon 
the  Alabama  frontier.  Eighteen  of  her  citizens 
recently  had  f.illen  a  sicrifice  to  one  of  these  In- 
dian parties,  coming  directly  from  Pensacola,  and 
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again  returning  to  "h  I  pliC".  [Mr.  T.  went  into 
an  examination  of  the  documents  \n  relation  to  Pen- 
sacola,  tending  to  shew  its  support  of  the  Indi.mss 
the  free  use  they  had  of  the  place;  its  unfriendly 
conduct  towards  us,  and  its  departure  from  all  neu- 
tral conduct.]  When  general  Jackson  approached 
tlie  place,  said  mr.  T  it  was  filled  With  Indians. 
They  were  sent  out  of  tne  pi  ice  across  the  bay,  in 
government  boats,  and  at  its  final  surrender,  and 
in  its  capitulation,  one  of  the  hostile  Alab  ima  chiefs 
was  included.  P-rh.ips  it  ought  not  to  be  said  that 
this  place  was  in  danger  of  being  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Indians.  But.  in  eveiv  other  respect, 
all  that  has  been  siidof  the  first  entiy  across  tlie 
Florida  line,  and  the  possession  of  St  Marks,  is  also 
applicable  to  this  piace.  But,  mr.  T.  sai  1,  there 
w.is  yet  another  poHil  of  view  in  which  it  o'!p-ht  to 
be  considered  It  should  be  remembered  that  this 
w:-'-  i;ie  country  ofyt^ur  enemy,  und  from  which  he 
issued  to  make  irruptions  upon  you;  and  into  whicii 
you  liad  pursued  him,  in  order  for  his  subjugation. 
In  the  progress  of  this  pursuit,  he  not  only  de- 
rives shelter  from  a  place  calling  itself  neutral,  but 
is  there  permitted  to  refit,  and  again  to  sally  forth 
upon  you-  Consider  also  the  riiaracter  of  this  ene- 
my;  a  savage  foe,  covered  in  ths  wilderness,  deriv- 
ing all  his  supplies  from  this  neutral  place,  and, 
as  often  as  circumstances  will  permit,  issuing  forth 
in  marauding  incursions,  carrying  devivstation  and 
ruiii  into  your  settlements.  'When  a  bellig-erent  in- 
vests a  place  of  his  enemy,  he  is  allowed  to  inter- 
dict idl  intercourse  with  neutrals,  for  the  lawful  pur" 
pose  of  carrying  into  efTecl  tlie  object  of  his  invest- 
m.ent.  Besiegers  do  not  hesit^.te  to  treat  as  prison-' 
ers,  and  even  punish  with  deatii,  all  persons  at- 
temjiting  to  supply  a  city  besieged.  The  principle 
upon  wliich  these  acts  are  justifiable,  is  tlie  lawful 
obJ!Ct  of  tiie  belligerent  against  his  enemy,  and  the 
^■ffoct  the  intercourse  with  neutrals  would  have  m 
defeating  those  objcts.  Apply  these  principles  to 
an  army  in  the  field.  A  belligerent  will  cut  off  its 
resources,  and  prevent  its  supplies  Who  will  say 
a  lieu  ral  should  be  permitted  to  furnish  them,  and 
give  \hem  shelter  when  piessed  by  your  pursuit.'' 
And  if  the  neutral  will  thus  expose  himself,  hejus- 
tifies  you  to  resort  to  the  means  necessary  to  de- 
prive your  enemy  of  this  resourc'',  and  jirevent  the 
failui-e  of  your  own  object.  But  Peiisacola  was  not 
a  neutral  place;  it  was  the  fountain  of  supplies  to 
your  enemy.  The  entire  use  of  the  place  was  lent 
to  him.  Your  enemy  occupied  it,  and  fled  from  it 
on  your  approach.  If  this  permission  was  extend- 
ed to  him,  either  from  partiality  or  from  weakness-i 
to  resist,  you  were  equally  entitled  to  enter  into  ic 
temporarily,  and  hold  it  from  your  enemy.  Its  pos- 
session was  essential  to  the  success  of  your  pur- 
suit and  the  defeat  of  your  foe;  without  it,  lie  would 
forthwith  here  refit,  and  again  ass.ul  you.  In  the 
l:mguaj;e  of  gen.  Jackson,  "the  immutable  laws  of 
-self  defence"  justifies  you.  Its  subsequent  surren- 
der by  the  president  is  not  inconsistent  with  its 
just  occupation  by  gen.  Jackson.  The  cause  whicii 
required  its  occupation,  to  complete  the  defeat  of  a 
fiylng  enemy,  was  removed,  and  the  place  was  cor- 
rectly restored.  It  is  upon  these  principles  that 
St.  Marks  has  been  retained,  and  a  condition  re- 
quired, that  the  Spanish  government  should  occupy 
j  it  by  an  adequate  force,  to  secure  safety  to  the  ad- 
ijoiniiig  country. 

Sir,  there  are  other  principles  involved  in  this 
case,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  discuss.  But  my 
feeble  health  and  exhausted  strength  admonish  me 
to  close.  In  this  close,  permit  me  to  urge  upon 
lyou  the  !mpo;"tance  of  the  decision  vou  may  piw 
Y 
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nounce;  a  decision  afiVcting  the  repvitation  of  a  ries;  among  tljose  of  modern  days,  by  nniver-al  con- 
failhful  gener  1;  important  to  the  ch;iracter  of  ourl  sent,  tlie  names  of  .Igincourt  rmd  Poicliern  stand 
country,  and  of  gre.it  inliuence  on  our  pending  ne-|  pre  eminent  in  brit;htneas.  But  it  is  the  fortune 
gotialiona.  |ofourd:iy!    nay,  it    is    the  fortune  ot  our  countrv. 

Sir,  in  cisting  a  view  over  the  circiimstiuices  of  '^^  behold  those  brig'..t  num'?s,  serve  but  as  the  back 
the  tr.tnsaction  now  under  consider^ttion,  you  can-  K'';"'"^  upon  wliich  ore  emblazoned  the  yet  more 
not  but  consider  as  est'.blished  the  principd  points  brilliant  names  of  Orleans  xnA  of  Jacknon. 
w'aich  led  'o  the  necessary  conclusion.  A  w.r,  sav-'  Sir,  you  m.iy  pass  the  proposed  resolution.  Vvfith 
nge  and  ofFcnsive,  has  bci  n  w-gedon  your  frontier;  ^^^  pestiferous  brealli  of  cen.iure,  you  may  wirher 
the  constituted  authorities  of  your  nation  havej '''^  l''"''^'^  v.'hich  his  nation  has  entwined  about 
adopted  and  contributed  to  tlie  defence  in  that  wnr  '  his  brows.  In  the  language  of  the  gentleni->n  from 
Th-ex'CiU've  of  the  government  assumed  the  con-  '^'^'^''8'''^  (nir.  Cobb)  "vou  may  even  bring  that 
trol.  He  directed  the  war  to  be  carried  across  brow  itsslf  to  the  vile  dust  from  whence  it  sprung;" 
the  Fl-»i-i  la  line,  md  commissioned  one  of  vour  but  yet  my  heart  is  cheered  with  the  confiding  hope, 
in"i  1"  gcneriK  wi'h  full  power  to  arinpt  the  n'eces  ^''at  Ijisiory,  in  justice  to  his  valor,  his  hdelity,  and 
sary  measures  to  ffh-e  the  war  effect,  and  brivg  it  to  his  public  services,  will  record,  in  her  brightest 
a  speedy  tertnr.iUion.  under  such  circumstances  of  P^K'^'.  ^he  name  of  Jackson,-  while  the  tears  of  a 
merited  pii'iis/iment  as  would  secure  a  p-rmnneTt  }?iMteful  country  will  moisten  those  laurels  which 
pence.  In  die  p -ogress  of  this  war,  voiiv  genend  were  entwined  around  his  brow,  and  reanimate  them 
has  occupied  the  p'os's  o^'  a  p.-^-rer  professing  n.-w-  ^^^  bloom  an  evergreen  upon  his  gr;<ve. 
trality.  He  had  overcome  in  buttle  your  enemy,  .  '^'i'  J^'iea,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  house  as 
ptnd  hud  destroved  his   'Owns.     The  foe,  broke  and,  °''*'"'^- 

dispersed,  could  no  longer  be  found  in  op^i  light;!  '•''>•"  United  Sta'esof  America  .tnd  G-eat  Britain 
but,  divi'.-d  iru)  maruding  p.iriies,  he  mMde'his;  ♦f''"^''"^^ffl 'h'j  war  of  the  revoiu'ion  '.  v  thedffi:.!- 
iriup-ionsnpo,  _>ou  from  the  wilierness,  less  visible,' ^'^^  treaty  of  peace  made  at  Paris.  The  nations 
bit  more  des  ruciive.  It  was  found  and  ascertain-' »"<^  trihfs  of  I/idians,  ovrr  whom  B'-itish  i  fl-iencs 
ed  that  the  resoiirc-:s  and  the  supplies  for  all  these ;?'"' ^'^'''f''.  ^'^re  allies  o\  Crea*  B-i'^in  in  tliat  war, 
hostile  incursions  vere  fiuni.shed  from  Spanish  neti-!"^^^  perpetrated  bsrbarous  cruellies.  I)i  solation, 
tr:  li;y,  wnJ  English  friendship;  that  thev  were  sti-, burning  and  murder,  .-jltended  their  movements— 
mulat-'d  by  Spanish  mfluence,  and  guided  by  Bri-'^heir  paths  were  .staiaM  v.7ith  blood— tlie  toma- 
tish  skill.  How  tlien  could  your  gtneral  ex'ecut--, ''■'^"■'•i  and  scalping  knifr^  spared  neither  :ige  nor 
his  commission,  and  yetstop  short  of  the  occupation,  sp.x— a  price  v,a«  paid  f.jr  scalps,  ton/o-n  the 
of  those  neutral  posts,  and  that //7"e7(c//^  influnice,' tiJ^'^K'^'I  heads  of  men,  women  and  diildren,  and 
which  would  so  soon  refit  your  enemy,  and  invigo-j ''''^''"p''f ''•  over  by  the  enemies  of  the  people  con- 
ra'e  his    nostiliiies?  How  could  he   say    he  had'se-l  ^f'"}'")? '"'•  li^^Prty. 

cured  a  permanent  peace,  without  exiiibitin.i:  some'  T-'^  United  States  of  America,  in  the  year  one 
instances  of  punishment,  to  remain  as  a  warningphousand  seve.  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  made 
for  incendiaries,  for  its  future  infraction.""  The  j-ight|  "'''""■!'"s  of  agreement  and  confederation  witli  thf^ 
to  complete  these  acts  was  surely  vested  in  your!  l^^'^^^si'e  naiion  of  Indiais — th.it  treaty  provided 
general.  The  wisdom  and  the  policy  of  their  es-|,/<"'  pfrpetual  peace  and  friendship  through  all 
ecution,  can  no  longer  be  doubted.  .Miserable  nnd  j  U^tierations — the  territorial  rii^htx  of  that  nuioii 
misguided  Indi.ms;  my  heart  sympathises  in  your j '■'■'€■:?  amply  provided  for.  The  D^lawares  were 
misfortunes.  But  Sp.dn,  my  indignation  for  tliep'^e  fi^st  wi'h  whom  the  United  States  treated,  and 
cold  tre.ichery  of  her  chur.cter,  is  lost  in  my  con-}  were  pre  eniinenly  honored;  and  it  seems,  by  the 
tempt  for 'he  duplicity  and  baseness  of  her  conduct. h'Xdi  article  of  the  trea'y,  that,  in  that  year,  it  was 
But  thou,  E  iglan  1,  whom  from  my  mother's  tire:<sti  contemplated  to  institute  an  Indi;m  staie,  with  the 


1  h  ve  been  taught  to  hate,  I  never  before  could  ful- 
ly despise.  A  people,  justly  famed  for  the;r  phi 
lanthropy — conspicuous  for  their  moral  and  reli- 
gious institutions — their  bible  ami  missionary  soci- 


I'eUnvares  at  its  iiead,  Wlt^  a  ri^jht  to  a  rppreseu  .•<• 
lion  in  congress.  The  waTjdering  life  and  habits 
of  the  1  ('ii.ns  fnisirite.!  tiiat  benevolent  plan. 
The  experience  of  Indian  disposition,  manifests  the 


fties,  leaching   alike   to  the    s'.vages   of  Asia   and  I  impracticability  of  a  conft-deracy  of  tliat   natu  e 


America  the  arts  of  civil  society  and  the  ]^recepts 
of  our  gospel.  A  government  professing  to  us 
peace,  and  embodying  those  profe.ssioiis  iiuo  a  for- 
mal treaty,  in  which  is  contained  an  anathema 
agains"   the  traffic   in  hum  m  flesh,    and  a  clause  of 


It  uppers,  hya  se[iaraie  arii..Ie  of  ihetreaiy  m.de 
with  the  Wyandot,  U:''Hware,  Cliippev.'a,  ard  Ot- 
tawa nations,  that  the  Delawares  were  not  able  to 
resist  British  i-if^u^nce — tlK-yye.V.  ff  Three  ch.iefs, 
Kehlamond,  He?iq-ite  Pashees,  and    IVncoca'inrl,  O'dy, 


mutual  pledge  to  prohibit  the  shive  trade.     .\nd  yi-t,!  with  their  fanilies,  continued  to  hold  the  chain  ot 
this  government  uses   its  inliuence,  advances   its  re-' (riendshin  with  the  United  States. 


sources,  and  commissions   the   s.ivages    of  the  wil 
derness  to  war  upon  your  frontier. 

In  '.lie  progress  of  this  deb  ite,  some  of  the  public 
services  of  gen  Jackson  have  been  recounied.  I 
nm  no  eulogist.  I  \vi\\-  uelMier  the  will  nor  tht^- 
power  to  recount  the  exploits  of  the  mm  on  wliose 
coii'!*ict  you  are  to  pronounce.  Small  must  be  that 
man's  pietposions  to  immoitdity  in  fame;  meajijre 
must  be  that  man's  f;lories,  whose  friends  in  deba'e 
Can  enumerate  his  ac's  and  detail  the  account  of  ills 
.services.  The  public  services  of  gen.  .Jackson  :u( 
rerlucitd  to  no  ledgered  account;  ijiey  are  not  of 
this  class;  they  a'v  of  an  order,  which  bre-ik  npoi; 
the  imaginalion  mddiizzle  by  their  brightness.  Sir, 
the  congregated  world  li.tvr  comp  'red  those  :ichiev. 
aienis,  which  i'urm  the  fund  of  liieir  national  ylo-'iwlioas  were  fixed. 


I'h.e  war  of  the  rpV(jlution  ended,  'he  territorial 
limits  of  i!ie  United  States  were  define  1;  the  n.a- 
•  i(ns  of  Indians,  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  war, 
were  not  protected  or  covered  iiy  the  treaty  of 
peace;  they  werp  left  to  the  hum-'.nity  and  mercy 
of  he  United  S^Hvcs  Hence  it  is  inferrel,  that 
all  right  whatever  io  laids  clai'T>ed  by  Indian  na- 
i  iiS,  wiH)  were  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  Uir,^  of 
;he  w.ir,  and  residing  within  the  lir  iis  of  the  Uiiit- 
ed  Stiips,  wer"  vo'd  and  ctas^d  to  b-^. 

Tlie  United  Stales,  in  the  year  ir84,  by  treaty, 
gave  ptace  and  protection  to  he  Senac.is,  Mo- 
hawks, Oiondag.-'.s,  and  Caytigas.  'I  h"  Oneidas 
and  Tuscarnras  were  sf^cured  in  possession  of  the 
lands  ih"v   liv.  d  on,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  six 
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Ttte  Unitod  Stales,  by  treu'L"S  made  in  tite  year 
1785,  gave  peace  an.-l  proteciion  to  t!)e  Wyandot, 
Deaware,  Chippewa,  and  OlUiWa  nations  of  I  *•• 
diuns,  aii'l  to  the  Clierukee  ruilion — aiul  llicse  a 
tioiis  acknawleiTge  1  themselves  u  ider  ll;c  pro;tc 


to  believe  thnt  the  Un're'^  Sl.'.ies  !)  id  won.c;fuUy 
taken  land  from  them.  In  the  year  1792,  the  Crc-eks 
befjan  t!  eir  ravages  on  the  frontier,  ai'd  nriv'ered 
several  p>^rsons.  A  large  h.idy  of  them,  ai'-ied  by 
a  c  nsiderublereinforceni'^nt  nfChpifk'    >,  c.r'jssed 


tuinoftlie  United  Statesof  America, and  of 'M)  o'.her  I  Ter.nessee  river,  mirciied  to  the  Cn    Srlandsel- 

iletnents,  attacked  Buchtr.an's  fori  here,  and,  be- 
ing repulsed  i\it  '  grea'  loss,  returned,  nfer  having 
conirn.t  cd  deprcd  aions  iind  mui -iers,  co  fi^rnnahly 
to  their  ti'-iial  manner.  'V'\e  I'lllans  cotinu-  d  the 
war  on  tiie  froistier  of  die  sou'.hwcaif  rn  territory, 
itniil  an:-)ther  treaty  was  m.ide  "itli  the  C^.^rokeeSy 
at  Philadebhia,  in" the  year  1794  The  arlicdes  of 
whxh  were  stipulaled  to  be  cnn'-idered  as  perma- 
nent additions  to  Oie  tre:Uy  of  lldston. 

I  I  die  \ear  1795.  a  trt-aty  of  a  jiily,  friendship, 
limits  and  navigatio'i,  was  rr.^de  between  ibe  Unit- 
ed Slates  of  A  'i<=Ti?a  smd  Spair;  nd  afiervards, 
in  the  year  17^76,  another  treaty  was  made  at 
Golerairt,  in  Ge.-r,;i.t,  willi  the  Ci  ecdc  nation,  a-  d  by 
it,  the  ?reuty  of  1790,  is  declared  to  be  obi  g.  ory 
on  the  contriciiiig  piirties,  exrep'  as  provideii  for 
by  'he  tre  liy  of  Colerain.  So  en 'ed  that  war  with 
die  Creek  lu^ia.is  and  Clierokees. 

A  variety  -of  circi'mstances  manifested,  that,  in 
time  of  tlie  revoUido  ary  war,  frequent  coinmu^.icii- 
lions  had  been,  between  the  norihern  and  ■^■nithern 
nations  of  I  diin-;  i.nd  that  tlieir  ha;^l;liLif-s,  by 
certain  excitements,  against  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  op.  rated  to  the  same  o'\ierA,  namely; 
the  depression  of  the  people  of  this  na'ion.  That, 
also,  said  M-  R.  aopears  to  have  oneraied  in  the 
time  of  the  wu-,  I  have  been  speaking  of;  during 


sove.'-eign  what^jver.     Lanus  were  alioiu  d  to  i.hen), 
respecively,  to  live  and  hunt  on. 

Th^  United  States,  in  the  year  1786,  by  treutif-s, 
gave  pt-ace  and  iJ!Otectlon  to  tiie  C  u  ct.i  - ,  Cliicka 
saw  ni\:\  Shawanee  naiions  of  Indi  ^ns,  rtspectlvely, 
and  they  acknowiedj^ed  then^selv.s  to  he  undi.r 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  uo  other 
sovereign  whatever.  Lands  were  allotted  to  them 
to  live  ad  liiint  on. 

Tlie  United  Stales  of  Atnerica,  hi  the  year  1790, 
made  a  trenty  wih  the  Creek  naiiou  of  Indians 
The  first  .rticie  provides,  that  liiere  shall  be  per- 
pe  ua.  peace  and  friendship  between  ail  the  citi- 
ze  iS  of  the  United  States  of  Anterica,  and  all  tlie 
individuals,  to  I'ns  and  ribes,  of  the  upper,  n  i 'die 
and  low  r  Creeks  and  Seminole*,  couipasing  'the 
Creek  nation.  By  the  second  article,  the  king-s, 
chiefs  uiid  warriors,  for  themselves  and  all  parts 
of  the  Cretk  nation  within  the  iimi.s  of  ihe  United 
S'ates,  aokno'vledged  'hemselves,  aid  all  parts  of 
the  Creek  nation,  io  he  under  t!ie  protecdon  A'  die 
United  St. tes,  and  of  no  o  her  sovereign  whatever. 
A  botnidiry  line  was  designated,  and  tlie  lands 
allotted  were  guaranteed  to  them  to  live  andliunt 
on.  The  second  article  of  the  treaty  inan^fess 
tliat  the  Creek  nation  had  been  liostile  to  the  Uiiii- 
ed  Suites.     'I'wo  other  ireaties    were  made  with 


the  Creek  nadon,  one  in  1802,  liie  oiher  in  1806,']  that  war,  a  powerful  cor.fed.er  cy  of  Indiun  naMons 
udiereby  a;r,pie  provision  was  made  for  their  com-!  carried  on  a  desiructive  w,.r  against  the  Uii;ed 
fort  and  to  promote  their  civilizadan  Grea*  Bri-I  States  on  the  north  western  frontier.  The  Britisu 
tain,  by  tne  treaty  of  peace,  acknowl'dgd  the  U  lit- 1  government  retained  'die  nurth  western  post^,  and 
ed  S'.,ii.-s  to  be  free,  sovereign  and  nidependent;  |  erected  and  g,irrisoned  another  witliin  the  limits 
tiiat  he  treaied  wiih  ihejn  as  such,  and  f^r  himself, '  of  ;he  United  States.  The  Indians  carried  on  the 
his  heirs  and  successors,  relinquished  all  cUims  i  w.ir  in  thdr  usual  savage  manner;  murdering, 
to  t.ie  gavernnien;,  propri?tv,  and  territorial  rights  acdping,  and  destroying.  General  Harmiir  was 
of  the  .■,a^:ie,  and  every  part  th'reof.  The  Unilcdl  sent  with  a  body  of  forces  against  them,  but  did 
States  of  America,  by  hat  treaty,  became  the  ac- ;  not  prevail.  General  S>.  Clair,  with  a  larg;-r  body  of 
knowledge  I  sovereign  of,  and  over,  ail  the  ter- ;  troops,  wusoidtred  agai:ist  ihen;  he  wasdtf-aled 
ri'ones  wuhli  thf  boundaries  designated  by  that :  wih^  gre^t  loss.  General  Wiyne  was  ultimately 
treaty,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  confedera-  sent  against  them  with  a  more  numerous  ^rmy;  and 
tion.  The  nations  and  tribes  of  Indians  \Uies  of ,  he  defeate<i  the  Indians.  'I  he  trea'y  of  a'.ri'y,  corn- 
Great  Biitain,  and  enemies  to  the  Uniiel  Siates, ,  mer-e,  and  navigalion,  between  the  Ui.ited  S  aes 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  not  covered  and  proieced  and  Great  Brit<.iu,  was  mn-Ie  in  November,  1794, 
'""   '       "  '  '      '  by  v.hich  Great  Britain  stipu!:\tod  'o  silr-ender  the. 


oy  the  treaty  of  pej.ce,  no  linger  retained  any  right 
or  claim  to  1  m  !s  within  the  limits  of  the  Uid'ed 
States;  all  ihsir  rights  and  claim  to  land  tlurein 
became  vol.),  and  ceased  to  be,  the  Delaware  na- 
tion not  excepttd. 

The  United  Slates,  said  Mr.  R.  proceeding  on 
this  principle,  made,  afier  the  treaiy  of  peace 


Ua  principle,  maae,  atier  tUe  treaiy  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  treaties  witli  the  several  nations  and  I  a  treaty  had  been  made  wit'..  Great  Britain 
tribes  of  L.dians  within  their  territorid  limits;  and,  notic  of  these  past  events  fi-st,  said  Mr, 


north  western  posts.  In  Au  ^ust,  170.5,  a  treay  of 
peace  was  made  at  Greenville,  between  the  TJ.  ited 
States  and  the  Wyandots,  Deiawares,  ShaAanees, 
()  tawas,  Chippev/as,  Pa'swatimies,  Mtrnjis,  Lei 
riivcrs,  VVca- ,  Kickapoos,  Piankesii^v.'s,  andKiskas- 
kias — and  so  ended  that  Indian  war;  but  not  un'il 

I  taka 
R.   ti.at 


gave  peace  to,  and  received  th.em  into  tlieir  pro- j  the  connection  of  the  Indian'v.-ar  operations  of  the 

tection,  and  these  naiions  and  tribes  arknowledged  sever.d  Indian  n.. lions,  and  the  i,  2uence  (if  foreign 

t.iemselvf-s    under    the    protection   of  tlie   U;, ited  agency,  miy  he  obs.rrved,  'iiat  the  exciing  c.use.'? 

States  of  America,  and  of  no  other  sovereign  wha^-  be  considered,  in  order  ,(>  illustrate  the  scbjcct  uii- 

ever.     The  United  States  allotted  lands  to  them  to  der  considcratio  i,  and  that  the   Indian  ch,  ractev 

live  and  hunt  on.  may  be  understood. 

The    treaiy    of  Holston    v/as    made    with    the  Tiie   nortiier-i  and  southern  nations  of  Indians 

Cherokee  naiion   of  Indians,  in  die  year  1791,  and  e;!ga;^ed  in  the  wars  on  the  north  vest  and  svith- 

that  nation   ^gain  acknowledged  themselves  to  he  wesi    fro.itiers,    wiiich,    said   Mr.    R.    I   have   been 

under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  of  s;-)euking  of,  had,  in  and  by  the  first  trealii-s  made 

no  other  sovereign  whatever.  with    ihem,  respectively,  sifter  the   revoluti.)nary 

Tue  Creek  nation,  soon  after  the  treaty  of  1790,  war,   acknowledged  tliemselves  to    be  u,ider  the 

bej^an  to  ma-dfest  a  disposition  hostile  to  the  peo-  protec'i  >'.\  of  t!i-"  United  States  of  .Xmei'ica,  and  of 

pie  of  the  United  Sates  living  on  the  southwestern  no  other  sove.^.gn  whatev-r.  in  making  an,!  carry- 

yrontier.    Tiiat  disposition  was  known  to  have  l)een  ing  on  >var  agaiist  the  people  of  the  United  StatgSj 

j.tciled  by  foreign  emiss.u'ivs,  inducing  the  Indians  thev    re'iout'.ced   and  abaudjucd   that    proLec'.i'>f. 
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they  viola' ed  llie  tr-^^ties  ihey  had  mafle  with  tiic 
Uniied  Stales,  anr'.  pi.;r  'hpmselves  out  of  their  pr 
teciii/P;  the  fi)?feitnretT^ii>ht  have  been  taken  a^ains' 
them;  but  ^u  canity,  the  considei-afion  of  their 
ignor.rce  f  the  oblijrfdions  of  social  compact  ard 
moraljfy,  tid  com'^-'^iion  for  t'eir  miserable  coi>di. 
tion  pi-tvail'^d;  'ind  irj  fiiirsnunce  thereof,  the  several 
treaties  alluded  to  were  made  witli  thena,  and  vari 
ous  ot'ier  treaties,  nrevious  to  the  ye  r  1811. 

Tiie  Indian — rudo,  wil:'  and  savage — iijnoran' 
of  the  principles  of  mfirality,  of  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  and  of  <;:e  knnwledg-e  of  the  trtje  God, 
is  prome  to  superstition,  to  fanaticism,  and  to  a 
va'n  desire  of  knowinp  futur.'^  events,  not  vvithii 
tht  view  of  man.  In  the  year  1807,  an  Indian  chief 
of  ♦he  Sha^'ariee  nition,  wbo  has  been  named  t!)f 
Pi'ophetj  excited  by  foreip^n  comip'ion,  is  said  t" 
have  began  to  prnpagaie  his  delusions  amonr^  the 
nnrlhern  Indian  nations;  and  of  them,  to  form  a 
strong  confederacy  apa;n<-,t  tlie  United  States.  'I'he 
infl;:ence  ofthatIndinn  chif^f  i:icreased  iii  tliat  an'i 
auocerding  years.  \j:.rg^-  qu  mlities  of  goods  werr 
delivered  to  the  I.idiins  by  British  agenis;  and 
liri'ish  emissaries  exciied  t!iem  to  war,  insiiniating- 
tUat  they  would  now  be  a'ded  by  their  great  fadier 
in  driving  b;ir-k  the  Americans  and  recovering  the 
laiids  the  Americans  had  taken  from  them.  Tl 
United  States  were  paving  large  annual  stibsidies 
to  ;))e  !■  diai)  nation  ;  but  the  iifi-ience  of  British 
corrupt  agents,  the  ('istri'iution  of  goods,  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  the  declarations  -if  the  Indjafi 
fanatical  prophets  prevailed  against  the  peace  of 
the  Indians.  In  tl>e  ycur  1811,  a  confederacy  of 
Jndi.n  nations  wis  formed,  and,  in  the  montli  of 
November  of  that  year,  ihe  battle  of  Tippecanoe 
was  foutr't,  in  wiiicb  the  American  army  defeated 
the  dtlud.'d  h(,st'!e  Indians. 

In  the  motTii  of  .Jn;e,  1812,  the  congress  of  the 
United  Slatfsp'ssed  an  act  Jeciaring  that  war  be, 
and  did  exist,  betweeff  the  United  Kingdo-ns  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  ihe  United  St  tcs 
of  Americ*.  Tiie  promnlgatim  of  th  it  :\cl  excite'' 
more  siieiino'is  <fi'i/ris  of  BriMsl]  agenis  and  emis- 
saries to  matigife  tlie  Indians  to  continue  the  wav 

In  the  month  of  Atijfust,  1811,  t!.e  Shuwanee chief, 
Tecums."?!i,  brother  to  the  fana'ic  prophet,  passed 
down  the  W  hxsh  riv-r,  with  a  party  of  about  six 
Si)a-van.?es,  .six  Kick:  poos,  and  six  of  some  tribe 
far  to  the  nortliwest,  as  vhey  sai'J,  the  name  of 
which  tiiey  refused  to  tell,  on  his  way  to  he  Creek 
nation.  T!  e  object  of  his  vhv  cQ'lld  not  be  mi>^ 
taken — to  ejt'^ite  v^e  Cretk  .jnd  other  soutliern  n:* 
tions  of  Inrlians  to  war  -gainst  the  United  S  ates, 
was  his  object.  Indian  fanatic  prop'ieiS  increased 
in  the  northern  Indian  naUons  The  Ore  k  Indian-- 
had,  soon  afei-  tlie  visit  of  TecumseV ,  t'  eir  fa  iiic 


prophets  alsc,  ii;citir;g  tliem  t<>  wa 
H  jo,  or  I'Yi.i.cis,  appears  to  l.av-^ 
suspicion  is  atinched  to  '-'\x  of  th', 
panyii.g  Tecuinsefi  on  hjs  visit    o 
would  not  tell  .o  what  triSe  thev 


'■,  o''  whom  H.li.s 
he  on  one.  Stroni!: 
-  lersons  accom- 
<-ie  Cte'ks;'t!iey 
-r'longed.     Wa) 


they  were  :i;»s  not  be'Ti  perfc-tly  •■a.  er'ai  .cd.  Th 
effects  »f  the  visit  orTeciims'h  to  tlvo  Creek  nrition 
soon  bee. ma  a!)pjf£nt.  \ii  mfdriited  fanaticism 
w;is  propagated  among  tl:ein;  tliey  vgre  taught  to 
believe  themselves  invincible.  The  greatest  pari 
of  them  were  hostile;  they  prepared  fir  war;  and 
soon  after  b^g-in  then-  ravagvi;  on  the  fr(m  ier. 
Tiiey  attacked  fbrt  Mimnis;  o  k  it,  .nd  massacre'! 
iilmost  all  the  people  who  were  in  it.  Wiir  v/it)i 
the  Cretk  na'i  .n  was  inevitable. 

The  executive  of  the  United  States  had  ordered 
fifteen  hundred  men  from  Goo."^-;;  juid  as  inan\ 
from  Teunessee,  tj  be  c.il!.cd  cut  in  defence  of  the 


fri'itjfr.  TS"  (if  een  lumdred  men  from  Ten' es- 
see  were  not  ritisrd  previous  to  tlie  meeting  of  tha 
general  as.^embly  of  that  state.  That  general  as- 
sembly C(;iven'dat  Nms'ivIUp  in  SepteTibcr,  1313. 
Tl'e  destruction  at  fori  Alimms  a.'id  oHier  riv.iges 
wet  e  known;  and  it  was  understood  that  a  large 
force  f  tliem  v's  preparing  to  ati.ick  ttie  frontier 
se  tlements.  T  !e  time  was  precious;  the  danijrer 
was  imminent,  a  'd  did  not  admit  of  delav.  The 
soLitlierii  frontier  i,f  T' nnessee,  including  Madison 
county,  is  about  foiu-  hundred  miles  long,  without 
any  f  rt  or  pi  .ce  of  strength,  and  liable  to  the 
incursion  of  tlie  savage.  .\  partial  success  of  tlie 
hostile  Indians  would  h.-ive  added  to  'heir  force  a 
large  number  of  warriors  from  the  neighbori'ig  na- 
ti:)ns  of  Indi'ms.  The  fceneral  asse-'.ibly  of  Teni'cs- 
see,  sati'-tioned  by  the  constitu'ien  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  immediately  enacted  a  law  to 
raise  and  complete,  with  the  fifteen  hundred  men 
previously  ordered,  an  effective  force  of  five  thou- 
s;-.nd  men;  and  also  a  law  to  raise  a^d  appropriate 
300,000  dollars,  to  pay  and  support  the  troops 
wfii'e  in  servic^.  Thftt  army  was  raised  with  all 
p  issible  despitch.  G^fn.  J..ckson,  who  was  mi^jor 
general  of  militia  in  Tennessee,  took  the  command. 
T..  prevent  the  ravi.ges  of  '.be  Indi:ms  on  the  fron. 
tiers,  the  troops  poured  out  from  Tennessee;  and, 
expec'ing  soon  to  meet  the  enemy  and  fi  ish  the 
war,  tl;ey  crossed  Tennessee  river,  and  commenc&d 
derations  o:.  the  frontiers  of  the  C-eek  na'ion. 
The  war  was  carried  on  wilh  various  success — 
S'veral  ba  ties  were  fought.  Thegi-neral  wiiii  liis 
intrepid  troops  nppro.tched  the  strong  fortifications 
of  th"  enemy  at  tl  e  Horse.  Shoe.  He  ordered  an 
Mssauit;  the  fariificati&ii  was  S'ormed — the  battle 
raged,  hand  to  hand,  vitldn  the  fort;  and  ceased 
with  l!ie  desiruction  of  ncrly  all  the  If.dian  w.ir- 
riors  i'l  die  for*.  Get'. .)  fkson  afterwards  mcrcled 
With  part  of  his  troops,  to  the  Hickory  ground; 
and  t!  ere,  meeii^tg  vjth  a  large  body  of  troops, 
from  Geogia,  he  Itfi  the  country  in  their  posses- 
sion,  and  returned  with  his  juniy  to  Tennessee. 
Tlie  proceedings  of  gen.  .lackson  with  the  uri.  y 
un  ler  his  CDininand,  against  the-^iostd"  Creeks, 
vtre  approved,  and  the  slate  of  Tennessee  wa.s 
relieved,  by  the  general  government,  from  pay- 
inetit  of  the  expense.  The  hostile  (Jreek  Indians 
were  beaien,  but  'he  war  v^'.is  not  finished.  In  this 
war  'ii.-  Che -oket-  Indians  aided  against  the  Creeks, 
and  did  good  service.  Soon  after  his  return  from 
tt.'C  Creek  na'ion,  gen.  J '.ckson  was  appoi-nted  a 
bl■igadi^■r  general,  with  brevet  of  major  genera!; 
th.'t  soon  followed  by  being  appointed  a  m.ijor  ge- 
n  ral  in  the  armies  of  the  Ur.ited  Slates.  The 
Creek  1'  'Hans  wished  for  peace:  Gen.  lackson 
was  appointed  coni:  :iss*oner  to  tre-it  with  them; 
a'>d,  in  the  mon.h  of  .\ugiist,  ISli.  he  concluded 
a  treaty  witii  the  Creek  nat'on.  Hillis  H  j  >,  <=>r 
Franeis,  the  fan«tic  prophet,  and  some  more  chiefs, 
of  that  nation,  did  not  attend  the  making  of  that 
treaty;  they,  wi'h  others  of  the  hostile  Creeks, 
retired  towards  Florida,  from  whence  to  carry  on 
I  lie  war  against  the  people  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  Senuiijlts,  a  par;  o'' the  Creik  nation,  were 
party  to  the  treaty  of  1790;  and  Uavid  Francis, 
iiias  -Meemag'-chee,  appears  to  lave  signed  it.  The 
Sem  notes  had  ackno'  ledged  themselves  under  the 
ni-teci  n  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  no  other 
-,overei-;n  whatever.  Landfi,  in  common  with  other 
t  ibes  of  the  (yS'cek  nation,  were  allotted  to  them. 
(.)iher  treaiies,  as  lias  been  observed,  were  made 
vilh  the  Ci-.  ek  naiiou;  one  as  late  as  November, 
id05,  and  r.iliii~d  in  .hine  f)lhnving.  Of  the  bene- 
riis  .iiipuiaied  for  in  these  Uvalies,  the  Scn.inoki; 
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participated.  In  all  disputes  or  wars,  between  the 
United  States  an<^.  for?ij>n  power.-",  tlie  Indi<tn  na- 
tions who  had  aclino'vledped  themselves  u  ider  the 
protection  of  the  U.  State's  oufj'  t  to  have  contintied 
neotr.il.  They  sullVred  themselves  to  be  made  the 
willing  instruments  of  war  ag-ai.tst  the  U  S'.'t  s, 
by  t'le  pe^^iuasi■)^  of  emis'^aries  of  foreign  nation^*, 
who  trafF.cki'd  in  bloot!,  whose  poods  were  po-son, 
whose  friendsliip  was  destruction.  Tn  a  letter  f  m 
g'ov.  Mitchell  io  Mr.  Monroe,  of  Sepi  ember,  1812, 
iip  informs,  that  the  governor  of  Augustine  h  is  ad 
S'lfficient  influence  with  the  I.tdi.ins  residing  iu 
Fl.trida,  called  the  Seminoles,  to  induce  them  t  > 
full  upon  the  defenceless  settlers  on  the  St.  Jon  -.'s 
and  St.  Mary's.  On  the  St.  John's  they  had  killeil 
and  scalped  ei,'-!it  or  ten  persons;  and  on  the 
Georgia  side  f  St.  Mary's,  they  had  killed  and 
scalped  O'leund  wouniledtwo  more.  Col  Smi''',  in  h 
let"  er  dated  Septeinber  22,  1812,  informs  gov'-r-ior 
Miic!iell,  that,  on  the  I2ih  of  that  month,  the  escori 
wit!i  the  provi.sion  wajjons,  under  command  of  capt. 
WillinTTis,  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians  and 
negroes,  t  >  tlie  number  of  fifty  or  sixty,  froj^n  St 
Augtistine.  Cjpt.  \Villi:ims's  command  consisted 
of  a  noncommis'^ioned  officer  and  nineteen  privates, 
besides  drivers.  The  wagons  were  lost;  both  ihe 
officers  and  six  privates  wounded,  capt.  Williims 
mortally,  the  :ion-commissi->ncd  officer  killed.  Col. 
Williims,  in  December,  in  that  ye ir,  marciied  with 
a  volunteer  corps  from  Tennessee,  to  aid  in  de 
fending  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  from  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Seminole  Indians  Ab  jut  that  time, 
the  movement  of  the  Creek  Indians,  incited  to  \var 
by  their  fanatics,  was  extensive.  They  woild  have 
war,  and  war  came  upon  t'em;  they  put  themselves 
out  of  tlie  protection  of  the  United  States,  by  muk 
ing  war  ng:  inst  them;  and,  by  so  doing,  all  the 
hostile  Creeks  and  Seminoles  who  refused  to  agree 
to  the  treaty  of  August,  1814,  made  themselves 
oiitl.iws;  Hillis  Hijjo  and  Homathlemico,  chiefs  of 
the  Creek  natioo,    leing  of  t!iat  number. 

In  August,  1814,  a  British  force  took  possession 
of  Pensacola  and  the  fort  of  Barran-as.  A  col 
Nichols  commanded  the  land  force,  part  of  which 
was  a  corps  of  colonial  marines,  in  which  George 
Woodbine  was  a  captain  and  Robert  C  .Amijrister 
a  lieutenant.  On  the  29th  of  AH;.(ust,  in  thmyear, 
and  about  twenty  days  after  the  dale  of  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Creek  nation  at  fort  Jacksoj,  col. 
Nichols,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had  a  knowledsje  of 
that  treaty,  issued  his  proclamation  fi-om  Pens'<- 
cola,  inviting  persons  of  every  description  to  join 
and  aid  him  to  abolish  (as  he  said)  American 
usurpation  in  the  country,  and  to  put  the  lawful 
owners  in  possession;  stating  that  he  was  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  Indians,  well  armed,  disci- 
plined, and  commanded  by  British  officers.  On 
the  3lst  of  that  month  he  a':ldressed  a  letter  to 
jMr.  ijafitte,  inf.rming  him  that  he  had  arrived  in 
the  Flo- idas  for  the  piu'pose  of  aniioying  the  only 
enemy  Great  Britain  had  in  the  world.  He  con- 
tinued not  long  at  Pensacola  and  Barrancas.  Gen. 
Jiickso-^,  having,  on  the  9di  of  that  mouth,  c  includ- 
ed the  treaty  with  tlie  Creeks,  and  approached 
Pensacola  with  an  American  force,  compelled  the 
iivading  British  to  evacuate  Pensacola,  and  to 
abandon  the  Barrancas,  after  having  blown  up  the 
f  riifica'ions.  Aft'^r  that,  general  Jackson  retired 
with  t'le  army  undf-r  his  command  from  Pensacola, 
and  hastened  to  New  Orleans  to  re.'ist  the  British 
at  that  plac.  Co!.  Nichols  af  er  having  been 
driven  from  I'^nsacola  a:id  B  rrancas,  moved  to  Ap- 
palachicol-1,  and  erected  his  fort  i'.ir  the  recep'.ion 
of  hostile  Indians  arid  negroes,  from  whence  he 


might  sa'.ly  on;,  v.'ith  his  motley  crew  of  black, 
white,  and  red  -ombatants,  and  annoy  the  defence- 
less frontiers  of  thf  U"i*ed  States. 

Colo  \el  Nichols  retained  hispos*  at  Apnalarblrola 
several  months  af'^r  the  ratification  of  the  r'^ay 
o'^GIi.-nt  His  rorrc'spon.'  -ncp  '  "i  colonel  Hhw- 
if  ins,  comm'  .'  -ing  on  the  28  h  of  .\pri'',  1.515  shews 
iiat  he  did  not  consider  that  the  pe  c-  niade  be- 
tween the  United  Sv  ites  and  Gr-^at  Biit  dnhad  put 
an  end  to  his  oppr;tii)ns  at  hi->  f  >r-,  or  'o  '  \-n  ne- 
v^oci^tion  M'ith  Ihe  Indii'is  against  the  Unite  '.  S  aies; 
that  he  enclosed  a  copy  of  part  of  the  9  h  .irticle 
of  the  treaty  ofGVe'i',  sta'ng  iha' t!'e  I  ;  lian!-ht..d 
accepted  and  signed  it,  and  requested  col.  Haw- 
kins 10  un'lersla!\d  thei;  tfrrilories  to  be  as  ihcy 
stood  in  1811;  that  tliey  had  signed  a  trea'y  of 
offensive  and  defensiv-:>  alliance  with  Gre  it  Britain, 
as  al.S)  one  of  commfrc:'  and  nuviga  io;i;  iliat  he 
w-DS  desired  by  V^t  Indian  c'nefs  to  say  to  colonel 
H.iwkins,  that  they  do  not  fi.id  that  his  ci  iz^ns 
were  evacua'ing  tlieir  lands,  according  to  the  9th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  but  that  tl  ey  were 
fresh  iM'ovisiiiniof^  t'le  forts.  By  a  le'.ter  from  ge- 
neral Gaines,  of  the  22  1  of  M.iV,  1815,  it  fippears 
that  col  N-chols  was  then  at  Appalachiccla,  with 
abou'.  900  Indians,  and  450  negroes,  un^ler  arms. 
Hill  s  H  jo,  or  Francis,  and  oth'r  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nalio'i,  with  others  wlio  did  not  ^ittend  at 
the  treaty  of  f )rt  Jackson,  who  contmu'^d  hcstile, 
are  presumed  to  be  of  that  par')',  and,  with  colonel 
Nichols,  exciting  to  continue  t'le  war. 

After  having  instigated  tiie  Indians  to  continue 
the  War,  by  inducing  them  io  believe  that,  by  the 
9'o  article  of  the  treaiy  of  Giient,  they  -rere  entit- 
l  d  to  re-possess  the  territ  )ry,  as  in  Is  11;  and,  har- 
ing  furnislied  them  with  a  large  q  I'j.o'ily  cif  arms 
■did  ammunition  to  c  rry  on  tlie  war,  crl.  Nic'jols 
departed  for  Gi  eat  Britain,  takin,;  with  him  (lillis 
H.ij.i,  <he<  ftna'ic,  and  an  atldress  from  hostiie  In- 
dian chiffs  to  the  ki'ig  oi  E.  gland.  I'.  Hopei-rs  by 
a  letter  of  col.  Hawk'itiS,  of  the  28  !i  M;iy,  1815, 
and  by  tlie  letters  of  gen.  Gaines,  of  th:>  montii  of 
December,  ISIT,  and  of  January,  1818,  that  hos- 
tilitics  were  continued  by  the  Indians;  io  the  coursfi 
of  which,  it  appears  that  Edward  Dioiels,  taki-ii 
prisoner,  was  tarred  and  L-urnt  alive;  that  Mrs. 
Garrett  and  her  two  children  were  murdered — she 
and  the  eldest  scalped;  lieutenant  Scott  and  his 
party,  in  a  boat,  fired  on — six  men  t)f  thirty,  and 
one  woman  of  seven,  escaped— four  little  children 
taken  by  the  legs  and  their  Liains  dashed  out 
against  the  boat,  wiih  other  murders,  and  ravages, 
and  barbarities.  The  lime  had  arrived  when  it 
Was  absolutely  necessary  for  tiie  U  liled  States  to 
exert  their  pjwer  to  put  an  end  to  the  War.  The 
salus  populi,  or  in  other  words,  the  safety  of  the 
people,  the  supreme,  irrevocable  law  of  all  nations, 
demanded  that  this  Siva^^e  war,  carried  cm  by  In- 
dians out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States, 
and  negroes,  and  continued  to  be  excited  by  foreign 
emiss.tries,  who  had  idenlified  themstlvss  willi  the 
savages,  be  terminated. 

On  the  26ch  of  December,  18ir,  the  department 
of  war  addressed  a  letter  to  major  general  Andi'evv 
Jackson,  then  at  Nasliviile,  Tennessee,  ordering 
liim  to  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  to 
fort  Scott,  and  assume  the  immediate  command  of 
the  forces  in  that  quarter  of  the  southern  divi-sion; 
advising  him  of  the  strength  of  the  forces  there — 
that  general  Gaines  estimated  the  strength  of  the 
Indians  at  2700;  and  to  call  on  the  executives  of 
the  adjareit  states,  if,  in  his  opiaion,  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  were  too  fe-v  in  number  to  beat 
the  enemy;  a-id  to  ado^Jt  the  necessary  maasur^s 
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to  ter-i>in  'to  a  conflict  wliich  it  h^s  evr  heen   t'lP  jnisheil  with  transportation  to  Pens-.icola.    On  tlie  9tl\ 
desire  of  the  president,  from  consiileration5  of  hu    of  April,  from  camp   16  miles  from  St.  Marts,  on 


manit', ,  o  avoid,  but  whicli  is  now  made  necessar\ 
by  tlirir  settled  hnstilitir^s.  On  the  16. h  of  Janu 
ary,  1818,  the  secretary  at  war  wrote  to  gienera; 
<iaines,  informing  him  I'.-at  the  honor  of  tlie  Uiiii 
edSlxtes  roq'dre-  thU  tli.-^  wav  v/;'h  th**  Semi.'inl?;- 
should  be  tf  rmina'ed  speedily;  a  d  with  exempluy 
puiis'i.'ient  for  ho-tililies  so  ''hprivokcd;  and  ih  ii 
ordrr.'  were  issu-?  I,  di'  eclinfj  the  war  to  be  carried 
on  within  the  limit^  o"  Florida,  shoidd  it  be  neces 
8ury  to  i  -.  speedy  and  eftlctu.l  termin»tioa.  Th  • 
orders,  I  prfsume,  have  been  received,  'ihat,  as 
soon  as  it.  ^^ as  known  tlrat  he  bad  repaired  to  Amelia 
Isl.'.'d,  in  oSed'Oi  ce  to  orders,  and  it  bei;.g  un- 
certain lio-v  long  )ie  mij^lit  be  detymed  there,  the 
stale  ')f  thini^s  at  fort  Scott  made  it  necessary  to 
order  jjenerjd  Jackson  to  take  command  'here. — 
From  his  known  proiiiplilude,  it  is  p:  es'UTiahle  his 
arrival  may  be  soon  e.ipected.  A  letei  fiom  the 
secretary  at  war,  of  the  29th  Jannaiy,  1818,  to  ge- 
ner  1  .luckson,  acknowledges  tlie  rr-c^^ipt  oilett-rs 
from  him  of  the  12. h  and  ISt'i  of  hat  month;  and 
that  the  measures  he  had  tuk^n  to  bring  an  .flicie-it 
force  into  the  fi'dd,  w.ere  app:ob;ted;  and  cvprss- 
singa  coi  fid":it  hone  diat  a  speedy  and  sacccssful 
termination  of  the  Indian  war  ".rill  follow  his  exer- 
tions. 

On  the  20th  of  .Tmnary,  1318,  generalJarkson 
■wrote  to  the  secretary  at  w^r  farther  infornialioM 
respecting  the  measures  by  him  adopted  to  carry  cm 
the  war,  and  that  he  would  leave  N.isliviUe  on  the 
22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott,  via  Fort  Haw- 
kins. 0.1  the  6'di  uf  F.'-bruary,  1818,  the  secretary 
at  War  wrote  to  gen.  J  ickson,  (Fort  Scolt,  Georgia,) 
acknowledging  ihe  reciipl  of  lus  letter  of  the  20ti) 
ultimo,  and  acquainting  liim  oMhe  entire  approba- 
tion of  tiie  president  of  all  the  measures  he  had 
adopted  to  terminate  the  war;  ^hat  the  honor  «f  our 
army,  as  \»ell  as  the  interest  of  the  country,  requires 
that  it  should  he  termitiated  as  ji;)on  as  practica- 
ble. It  appears  that  gen.  .1  .iclcson  was  at  Fort  Maw- 
kins  on  the  10th  ot  F-bruary,  1818;  at  Hartford,  in 
Georgia,  on  the  14'h;  at  Fort  Ejrly  on  the  25Lh; 
and  on  the  25th  of  .\i:n'ch,  1818,  at  Fort  Gadsden, 
east  bank  of  Appa!  ichicoia,  wiiere  formerly  Negro 
Fort  stood.  Having  rciiciied  Fort  Scott  on  tiie9di, 
with  the  brigade  of  Gr-orgia  militia,  9'JU  bayonets 
strong,  and  some  friendly  Creeks,  when,  en  the 
morrung  of  the  lOlli,  he  assumed  the  command — 
ordered  the  live  stock  to  be  slaughtered,  and  issu- 
ed to  tlie  troops,  with  one  quart  of  co'U  to  each 
man,  and  the  Iiik;  of  marcii  to  be  taken  up  at  12 
meridian.  Near  St.  .\1  irks,  ju  the  8tli  April,  1818, 
tlie  general  writes  to  tiie  sccreU'ry  at  war,  that  iie 
lia.i  defeated  a  Negio  and  Indian  force- — j)ur»ued 
them  tlirougli  tiie  .Mickasukian  towns;  that  tlie 
towns  were  consumed,  and  the  greatest  abundance 
of  corn,  cattle,  &c  h;-ou^iii  in;  tiiat  capi.  McKever 
liad  secured  Francis,  or  Hiihs  H  io,  tiie  great  pro- 
phet,  and  Hemaliilemico,    an  old  Red  Siick  Chief; 


narcii  io  Suwaney,  the  general  wrote  to  the  secie- 
tiry  at  war,  "There  is  little  room  to  doubt  but  what 
)ne  of  the  chiefs  found  slain  on  the  field  in  advance 
of  the  -Minkisukian  villages,  was  Ktidiajee.  Fran- 
cis, or  Hdlis  H  ijo,  and  Hemathlemico,  the  prime 
instigators  of  this  war,  have  been  hung.  The  latte.- 
command  d  tlie  party  who  so  hihumanly  sacrificed 
Scott  and  liis  companions." 

On  the  30th  of  April,  he  wrote  to  the  secretary  at 
war  from  Bowlegs Lown,  Suwaney  river,  that  he  had 
marched  from  St.  Mark->  on  t.he  9th;  on  the  lOih 
was  joined  by  the  rear  of  the  volunteers  from  Ten- 
nessee, also  by  the  Indians  under  general  Mcintosh; 
that  tlie  troops  under  his  command,  (then  composed 
of  the  regular,  the  Tennessee,  and  K-^ntucky  volun- 
teers, and  Georgia  militia)  had  defeated  several 
parlies  of  the  enemy;  that  Ambrister  had  been  ta- 
ken; ttiat  he  had  ordered  the  Georgia  troops  tf) 
Hartford,  to  be  paid  and  discharged.  On  the  26th 
April,  general  .Tackson  wrote  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  from  St.  Marks,  that  he  had  arrived  at  that 
place,  having  performed  a  marcii  of  10"  miles  in 
less  than  fivcf  days;  that  he  would  leave  that  place  in 
two  or  three  days  for  Fort  Gadsden;  tiiat  the  Indian 
forces  were;  divided  and  scattered;  that  his  presence 
in  the  country  can  be  no  longer  necessary;  that,  af- 
ter having  made  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
security  of  tiie  posit ion.s  occu))ied,  and  detacliing  a 
force  to  scour  the  country  west  of  ths  .Xppalachico- 
i.i,  he  would  proceed  direct  to  Nisiivill-.  In  liis 
letter  of  the  5di  of  May,  dated  at  Fort  Gadsden,  he 
gives  a  dttlailed  account  of  his  operations  in  the  war, 
and  also  infu-ms  of  the  execution  of  Ai-oudii.ot  and 
Ambrister;  refers  to  his  correspondence  with  ;he 
governor  of  Fensacola,  and  certain  mailers  wliich 
had  been  stated,  to  wit:  tiiat  the  Indians  at  war  with 
liie  Uyiled  Stales  have  i'vet  acces.-  into  Fensacola; 
tliat  they  are  kept  advised  fiom  tiiat  quarter  of  the 
movements  of  the  American  arm\;  that  tliey  are 
supplied  from  thence  wi'.li  amiTMiiiiiiou  and  muni- 
tions of  war;  that  a  large  body  of  lliem  were  tliere 
collecting;  that  inroads  from  thence  had  lately  been 
made  on  the  Alabama,  in  one  of  wliicii  eighteen  set- 
tlers fell  by  tlie  tomahawk;  that  these  statements 
compelled  him  to  make  a  movement  to  the  west  of 
the  Appalacliicola,  and,  sliouM  they  prove  correct, 
that  Fensacola  must  be  occujjicd  by  an  American 
force;  that  the  army  would  move  from  Fort  Gads- 
den  on  the7ili — crossing  the  Appalachicola  river  at 
Ochegee  Bluff,  about  40  nidesaiiove  Fort  Gadsden. 

In  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  June,  1S18,  dated  at  Fort 
Monlgomer)',  he  writes  to  the  seci-etai)-  of  war. — 
Alter  stating  tiiat  he  had  left  strong  garrisons  of  re- 
gulars in  Fort  Scott  and  Gadsden;  that  he  had  re- 
sumed his  march,  with  a  small  detachment  of  the 
4tii  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  of  artillery, 
and  the  ed'ectives  of  tiie  Tennes.see  volunteers,  the 
whole  not  exceeding  1200  men;  tliat  he  approached 
Fensacola,  and  occupied  it   and  tiie  fort  of  Barraii- 


and  that  .\ri)utlinot,  a  Scoicliman,  and  suspected  as  |  cas;    that  it  was  deemed  nin.st  advisable   to  retain 


an  instigator  of  tlie  w.ir,  was  found  in  St.  Marks; 
that  theie  were  found  in  the  council  house  of  Ken- 
liagu's  town,  the  iting  of  lUe  Mick  tsukians,  more 
than  fifty  fre:;ii  scalps,  and  in  tlie  centre  of  the  pub- 
lic square,  tiie  old  Red  Stick's  standard,  (a  red 
pole)   was  erected,   crownetl    «ith   sc  dps,  recogni 


the  government  tiie  people  were  accustomed  to,  but 
tiiai  it  w;is  advisable  to  estabii.-h  the  rev:.-niie  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  check  smuggling,  and  to 
admjt  the  American  merciiant  to  a  particijjation  tif 
the  trade;  states  the  reasons  of  Ids  movements,  and 
botionis  all   his  operations   in  tliat  country  on  the 


zed,  by  the  iiair,  as  torn  from  the  heads  ol  the  tui- :  immuiaiiie  principle  of  self-deftiice,  autjiorized  by 
fortunate  companion.';  otScoit;  that  Indiaris  and  N:r-i  die  iaws  of  nature  and  of  nations.  In  this  letter  the 
groes  combined  had  demmded  tlie  surrender  of  St.  I  geiierid  refers  to  sevci-d  docunients  accompanying 
Marks;  that  tlie  Spanish  garrison  was  ttio  we.ik  to  it — allot  wliic!),  togetlier  with  tlie  arlicus  made  be- 
defend  it;  that  he  had  oC':uj)ied  it  with  an  Ameri- 1  twei.n  him  and  tiie  gOYernpr  of  Pensacola,  rtlative 
can  garrison,  and  the  comai  uidanl  and  garrisrci  fur- 1  to  tiis:  surrender  of  tiiat  j)!ace  and  tlie  fort  of  liar^ 
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rancns,  in  which  provision  is   made  for  the  restoni-j  war  was  earned  into  the   Creek   country,  and   the 
tion  thereof  to  Spain,  and  various  other  documents  C.eoks    were    subdued,   and  afterwards  a  treaty  of 


relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  have  bi-eii  communica- 
ted to  the  house  of  representatives  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  before  the  Ame- 
rican p.-ople,  tor  their  consideration.     Spain,  by  the 
o(h  article  of  the  treaty   ot  1795,  was   obliged  ex 
pressly  to  restrain  by  force,  all    hostilities   on  t!ie 
part  of  the  Indian  nations   living  within  her  boun- 
daries,   (that  is,   of  Florida)  so  that  Spain  will  not 
stit^sr  her  Indians  to  attack  the  ciuzens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  nor  the  Indiaris  inhabiting  their  territory. 
Sioain  did  not  perform  that  stipulation  of  that  trea- 
ty.    The  Indian   tribes  within  her  territory  had  vi 
si*ed  tlie  frontier  people  of  tlie  Uiiiied  Slates  wuh 
Mil  the  iiorrors  of  savage  war.  Negro  brigands  were 
establishing  themselves  when  and  where  tiiey  plea- 
.sed.     Foreign  agenis  were  openly    and   knowingl) 
practising  their  intrigues  in  that  neutral  territory- 
Theliulii'ns  lio.siile  to  the  United  States  were  un- 
controlled  by  the  Spanish  authorities.     Tliat  terri- 
tory, by  tlie  neutral  character  of  Spam,  iiad  become 
a  place  of  safety  to  hostile  Cre'^ks,  Seniinoies,  Ne 
groes,  and  foreign  emissaries,  froin  whence  ihry  is- 
.-iiied  w:ien  they  plea-^ed,  to  murder  and  destroy  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Indians,  wiio  h;id  mur- 
dered citizens,  were  demanded  and  reliis'xl.     IJeten- 
sive  operations  liad,  by  the   United  States,  for  seve- 
ral years  beeti  carried  on  witlioul  efi'ect.     The  hos 
tile  in  lians   began  to  believe  they  were  invincible; 
they  threatened  to  take  p<jssession  of  St.  Marks,  ll 
Was    then    time  to  put   an    end  to  such  a  state  of 
tiuitgs.     For  that  purpose  gen.  Jackson  was  onler- 
ed  to  Fcn't  Scott,   to  assume  the  command,  and  to 
termin;ae  tile  war.     He,  therefore,    with  the  army 
under  his    command,    passed,   in     pursuit    of  ttie 
enemy,  tlie  Florida    line,    attacked    and     defeated 
the  Indians   and   Negroes;   destroyed  their   towns; 
erected  and  garrisoned  Fort  G.Kisden,  on  the  place 
where  Nicholls'  negro  fort  hau  been;  took  ana  },:ir- 
risoned  St.  .Marks;  order-d  tlie  prophei  Hdlis  H.ijo 
and  Htiwathlemico,    who  h<.d  been  foreign  instiga- 
tors ill  the  war,  to  be  lianged;    ordered   Arnuthnoi 
and  Ambrlster,  found  guilty  of  certain  ciiarg's,  to 
be  executed.   Afterwaids  proceeded  vvilh  his  troops 
aiul    took  possession   of  Fens.icola  and   Barrancas, 
and  established   a  government  there;  and,  by  doing 
these  tilings,    the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  said  io  have  been  violated 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution his  the  power  of  dechiring  war.  It  is  urged 
that  the  Seminole  war  is  a  violation  of  the  consii 
ttition  because  congress  did  not  declare  it.  In  an- 
swer to  this  it  is  observed,  that  congress  did  not 
heretofore  declare  war  -gainst  any  Vidian  nation. 
M''ar  was  not  declared  against  the  hostile  Indi.ms 
north-west  of  the  river  Oiiio  when  gen.  Harmar  with 
an  army  whs  sent  to  reduce  them,  war  was  not  de- 
clared against  them  whtri  gen.  St.  Clair  with  an 
army  was  sent  against  tliem;  war  was  not  declared 
agaiiist  them  when  gen.  ^Vayne  with  ;m  army  w.is 
sent  against  them  and  defeated  them.  Tiie  carrying 
on  of  that  war  without  a  formal  declaration  oiWar 
against  them  by  coiigiess,  was  not,  in  those  ;ime.s, 
considered  aviolatiwi  of  the  constitution.  N  .  mort 
can  the  carrying  on  the  war,  named  the  ^Si-nniiole 
war,  be  a  violation  of  the  conslilntion  Foreign 
agents  and  emissaries,  and  In:iian  fanatics,  in  the 
years  1812  and  1813,  instigated  the  Creek  nation,  ot 
which  the  Seiniiioles  are  part,  to  war  against  the 
United  States;  the  United  States  being  then  at  war 
with  (Mi'eat  Britain.  The  state  of  Tennessee,  in  self 
defence,  sanctioned  by  the  constitution,  commenced 
defaisive  operations  against  the  Cretk  Indians j  llie 


peace  was  made.     The  war  named  the  Seminole  war 
is  a  continuation  of  the  Creek  war,  and   is   also  a 
continuation  of   the  war  which  the  Scminoles  and 
other  Creek  Indians  c.irried  on  against  tlie  frontiers 
of  Georgia   in  the  year  1812   and  afterwards.     De- 
clare war  by  a  solemn  act  of  congress   against  an 
Indian  nation!     An  Indian  cares  not  for  a  declaration 
of  war;  he  knows  not  what  the  words  signif) .    The 
Indian  declares  w>.r  by  a  stioke  of  his  tomahawk, 
by  matter  of  fact  in  blood  ana  murder  does  he  de- 
clare vvjir,  not  by  words.     Great  Britain  aid  not  de- 
clare war  against  Indian    nations   daring  the   time 
these  United  States  were  colonies  of  Great  Britain. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Great  Britain  declared  war 
against  any  of  the  powerful  pottntates  of  Asia,  who 
have   been  overthrown  and  put  down  by  Great  Bri- 
tain.    Hence,  it  is  evident  that  that  objection  to  the 
Seminole  war  is  not  ot  any  force.     It  is  urgvd  that 
the  treaty   made  in  Aug.  1814,  with  the  Creek  na- 
tion, is  the  cause  of  the  Seminole  war.     Hov/  that 
can  be,  is  not  easy  to  liUistrate.     Cul.  Nicholls  in- 
duced the  lioslik'  Indians  to  believe  tiiat,  by  tlie  9th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Giient,  they  were  entitled  to 
be  placed,  in  respect  to  territory,  in  the  same  stale 
tiiey  were  in  in  the  year  1811.     The  9Lh  article  of 
the    treaty   of  Gh.nt   has    not  any   bearing  on  the 
treaty  made  with  the  Creek  Indians  in  Atigiist,  1814; 
that  treaty  was   concli'deu  more  than  four   months 
before  the   treaty    of  Gii./nt    was    signed.     Colonel 
Nicholls,  without  doubt,  iiad  his  own  reasons  for  so 
lelling  the  ignorant.  Inaians.     The    senate    of  the 
congress  of  liie  United  Stales  constitutionally    per- 
formed their  (iuiy  wiien  tht-y  consenied   to,  and  re- 
vised the  ratification  of  tli.it  treaty.     The  majority 
of  the  Creek  nation  had  put  themselves  out  of  the 
piotection  of  tlie  United  Stales  by   warring  against 
I  hem,  and  lliereby  forfeited  what  right  soever  they 
had  to  lands  allotted  to  them  by  the   United  States 
to  live  and  iiunt  on,  it  was  therefore  just  to  take  a 
large  pari   of  the  country  and   to  .>>eli  it,  to   defray 
llie  expeiis  '  of  that  war.     That  extensive   country 
IS  now  covei'd  by  a  dense  population  of  citizens  iu 
numbers  sufficient  to  be  a  stale  of  this  union. 

General  Jackson  was  authorized  by  tlie  supreme 
law  of  nature  and  nations,  the  law  of  self-deftnce, 
correspon.-iing  »vith  the  great  national  m.ixim,  name- 
ly, the  safety  of  tlie  people  is  tiie  supreme  law,  to 
enter  the  Spimish  territory  of  Florida  in  pursuit  of, 
and  to  destroy,  hostile,  murdering  savages,  not 
bouna  by  any  obligation,  who  were  without  the  prac- 
tice of  any  moral  principle  reciprocally  obligatory 
on  nations. 

Si)ain  was  unable  to,  or  did  not,  restrain,  by  force, 
the  hostile  Indians  from  issuing  forth  frotn  Florida 
and  destroying  the  peojile  of  the  United  States. 
It,  therefore,  became  necessary  tiiat  the  United 
States,  by  general  J,ick-,on  and  his  army,  should  do 
what  Spain  could  not  do,  that  is,  by  mam  force,  to 
subject  the  hostile  Iiuiimis  to  order,  and  due  respect 
to  the  saf;'ty  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
hostile  Indiins  had  iiecoine  superior  in  the  Sp^^nisli 
territory  of  Florida.  Il,  theiefore,  w.s  necessary 
iliat  the  Uiiiuil  States,  in  amity  with  Sp..in,  should 
not  only  :n  their  own  defence,  bu'.,  m  resjject  to 
Spam,  put  down  th  a  superiority.  The  hostile  Im- 
. turns  and  negroes  hid  been  understood  to  have 
,)een  about  to  have  occuj/ied  the  Spanish  fortress 
of  S:.  Mniks,  whlciithe  Spanish  g,;rrison  was  una- 
ble ;o  uef'cnd  against  them.  It,  therefore,  was  ne- 
cess  ry  to  occupy  that  fortress  witii  an  American 
garrlsun  to  jirevent  it  from  falling  iiilo  the  hands  of 
the  InJians  aixi  negroes^  enemies    of  tl»e  Uiu-.eu 
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States,  wiio,  uncoptroUed  by  Spun,  tnighl  from 
there  issue  at  any  time  and  mvirder  the  people  oi 
the  United  Sutes.  Arbu'hnot  and  Ambvister  had 
withdrawn  tiieniselves  from  the  customs  and  laws 
of  civil  life,  and  associated  and  iden  ified  them- 
selves with  savages  at  war  with  the  U'lited  States. 
Subjects  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace  with  the  Uniled 
States  bv  the  solemn  sanction  of  a  treaty,  Arbuth- 
not  and  Anibristt-r,  by  identifying  themselves  with 
Indians  at  w:ir  with  th«  United  Slates,  and  by  aid- 
injj  and  abettin;^'  the  Indians  in  that  war,  deprivetl 
themselves  of  Uieir  neutral  character;  violated  the 
treaty  of  paice  existinjj  between  tiie  Uniled  States 
of  America  and  Great  Britain,  and  by  doing  so,  put 
tliemselves  out  of  the  proteciion  of  the  government 
to  which  they  had  belonged;  and,  if,  said  mr.  R.  I 
mnyusethe  vrorA,  denatio'iaiized  themselves.  Tliey 
were  .-ipprchended  in  tiie  tact  of  aiding  and  abetting 
of  tlieir  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  without  the 
consent  or  order  of  Uie  government  to  wiiich  they 
belonged,  liie  enemies  of  the  United  States,  in  le- 
vying ar.d  carrying  on  a  war,  an  Indian,  savage, 
barhnrous  W;ir  against  them. 

Tiie  town  of  Pensacola  and  Fort  of  Barrancas 
had  been  places  of  as)lum,  refuge,  snd  resort  for 
J-ficliolls,  for  Indians,  for  Negroes,  for  Woodbine, 
and  for  the  dregs  of  mankind,  collected  toget'.ier  to 
perpetrate  violence  in  the  extreme.  Hostile  Indians 
and  negroes  were  there  supplied;  the  Spanish  gov. 
ernor  did  not,  or  dared  not,  refuse.  I'lie  governor 
of  Pensicola  did  not  prevent  Nlcholls,  with  his 
troops  to  occupy  it  and  Earrsnca^;  he  refrained  not 
to  admit  Indians,  at  war  wiUi  the  United  States, 
to  enter  Pensacola  and  B  irr.ncas,  and  to  furnish 
them  with  munitions  of  war;  but  v.hen  he  was  in- 
formed by  general  Jackson,  tliat  American  vessels, 
loaded  with  provisions  to  supply  the  American  ar- 
my, were  about  to  pass  up  the  Escambia  river,  he 
refused  to  let  them  pass,  without  paying  large  du- 
ties. Gen.  J.tckson  nolified  the  govt- rnor  of  Pensa- 
col:«  of  his  approach  to  that  place,  the  governor  or- 
dered the  geiieral  to  retire  from  Florida,  and  if  he 
did  not,  that  he  would  use  force  to  repel  him.  The 
governor  of  Pensacola  did  not  apply  force  to  pre- 
vent Nicholls  from  occupying  Pensacola,  he  did  not 
use  force  to  prevent  Indians  and  negroes,  hostde  to 
the  Uniled  Si  :it«s,  from  entLrnig  Pensacola. 

The  Uiiiltd  Stales  of  America,  in  good  fai'h, 
ni:ide  with  Spain  the  treaty  of  1795;  the  lirst  arti- 
cle of  that  treity  provides  and  declares,  that  there 
s.iali  be  a  firm  and  invioLd)le  peace  an  i  friendship 
b'='tween  Ins  Caholic  M  gesty,  his  successors  and 
subjects,  and  the  United  Stales  and  their  citizens, 
without  exception  of  persunsor  places.  By  the  5ih 
article  of  that  treaty,  Spain  did  expressly  oblige 
herself  to  restrain,  by  force,  all  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  the  Iii.iiaii  nations  living  witiiin  hf^r  boun 
<iarv,  so  that  Spiiii  will  not  su<l"*r  her  huiiaiis  to  at- 
tack the  citizens  of  the  Umtt-d  Stales,  nor  the  In- 
dians inhabiting  their  territories.  That  article  is 
reciprocal.  The  faithful  execution  of  a  treaty  de- 
pends, in  the  first  insiance,  on  the  officers  of  the 
goveriimens  p.irties  thereto.  The  articles  of  that 
treaty  were  ohllj^atory  on  tiie  governor  of  St.. Marks 
and  on  the  governor  ()f  Pensacola.  Tiieir  allegiance 
to  their  sovereign  compelled  them  t(,  hold  .sacrt-d 
tliat  treaty,  it  the  haz  u-d  of  their  lives.  Tiie  go- 
vernors of  St.  Marks  and  Pensac(da  did  not  [jcr- 
fonn  their  obligations  to  tii-ir  government  pursu- 
ant to  that  treaty.  Hillis  llnjo,  lli-ma'dil  iniC),  Ar- 
buthnot,  Ambnster;  and  other  enemies  of  the  Uiii 
ted  Stales,  they  admitted  into  their  rpsi)ecuv^ 
tui-lresses.  They  associated  themselves  wuh  Li- 
dians,  and  other  enemies  of  the  United  States;  :i:io, 


by  so  doing,  became  enemies  of  the  United  S'ates- 
Knowing  that  the  United  States  and  Spain  were  at 
peace,  they  violated  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
tiie  Uniteu  Stales  and  Spain,  and  thereby  put  them- 
selves out  of  the  protection  of  their  own  govern- 
ment. The  Indians  living  within  the  territory  of 
Spain  were  under  the  protection  of  Spain,  being  in- 
cluded within  the  provision  of  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty.  They,  by  their  hostilities  against  the 
United  Slates,  put  themselves  out  of  tke  prolection 
of  Spain.  Hnlis  H.jo,  ihe  fanAtic,  Hemathlemico, 
and  other  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  hostile  Creek 
red  sticks,  wlio  did  not  abide  by  and  perform  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1790,  and  of  subse- 
quent treaties  made  by  the  United  States  with  the 
Creek  nation,  were  out  of  the  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America.  Arbutlmot,  the  Scotchman, 
Ambrister,  an  officer  of  coloni  d  marines  under  the 
linstigatorNicholls,  did  know  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  m  full  force  between  the  United  Scales  of  Ame- 
rica and  Great-Unt.iin,  and  l!»at  that  treaty  was  ob- 
ligatory on  them  as  British  subject.-;  they,  in  defi- 
ance ot  that  treaty,  did,  of  their  own  free  will  and 
accord,  associate  and  identify  themselves  with  the 
Indians  and  Negroes,  enemies  of  llie  United  States; 
and  aided,  abetted  and  comforted  the  said  Indians 
and  Negroes  in  tiieir  hostilities;  and  by  so  doing, 
violated  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  and  put  them- 
selves out  of  the  protection  of  the  government  to 
which  they  had  belonged. 

There  then  was  in  the  Spanisii  territory  of  Flori- 
da, a  motley  band  of  while,  red,  luul  black,  compo- 
sed of  Hillis  U.ijo,  the- fanatic,  Hemathlemico,  the 
chief  of  the  savages  (who  massacred  Scott  and  his 
parly,  who  spared  not  women,  who  spared  not  ten- 
der infants,)  and  other  chiefs  and   warriors  of  the 
hostile  Red  Sticks,  Seminoles,  vagabonds,  runaway 
negroes,  Arbuthnot,  and  Ambrister;   all  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  governments  to  wluch  they   had 
belonged,  and  within  whose  limits  they  had  resided^ 
a  collection  of  outlaws  out  of  the  protection  of  all 
taws  and  institutioRs  ot  civilized  man,  engaged  ia 
levying  and   carrying   on  war  against  the  people  of 
ihe  Uniled  States,   and  aided   and  abetted  by  the 
governors  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  and  endanger- 
1  ing  the  existence  of  the  peuce  between  the  Uniled 
j  St.ites  and  Spain.  These  were  the  enemies  gen.  Jack- 
'  son  and  the  army  under  his  coinni;.iid  hid  to  con- 
[teud  with;  he  w;is  authorized  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
I  ;uid  by  the  supreme  irrevocable  law  of  self  defence, 
I  to   free  our  country  from   the  present  and  fuiure. 
liostililies  of  such  enemies.     His  obligations  to  the 
United  States  compelled  him  to   do  so.     "pain  was 
expressly  obliged  to   resLi;ain  by   force  the  Indians 
within   her  territory  from    committing    hostdities 
against  the  United  States — the  Spanish  lifficers  com- 
manding ia  Florida  did  not  restrain  the  Inuians  from 
war,  but  aided  and  abetted  »liem   in  it;  it  tlien   be- 
came the  duty  of  Spain  to    have  displaced  and  su- 
perseded the  said  ofticers,  and  to  have   confided   ti> 
otlK-r  officdrs  the  conuuand  of  Florida,  wlio  would 
have  preserved  the  neutral  character  of  that   terri- 
tory.    Spain  did  not  displace   or   supersede   lliem- 
In  order  then  to  prevent  tlie  perpetration  of  future 
hostile  atrocities   by    Indi:tns   and   negroes  !ind  for- 
eign emissari.-rs  and  imposliirs,  it  Was  necessary  to 
occupy  St.  M<rks  a  u  Pens.- col'i  ana  B.irrancas  v  ith 
garrisons  of  troops  of  the  Unied  States,  who  would 
aefend  tiie   said  fortresses,  noi  from  the   lawful  ait- 
liiurity  of  Spain,  but  from    being   possessed  and  oc- 
cupied by  lioside  Inli.uii,  ii'groes  and    foreign  em- 
issaries, enemies,  from  whence  they  might,  as  Irom 
pl.ices  of  safei},  annoy  and  murder  thefieopie  of  the 
United  Slates. 
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The  proceedings  of  gen.  Jackson  in  the  Seminole 
war  are  approved.  The  president  of  ihe  United 
States  has  demanded  of  Spain  the  punishment  of 
those  officers  for  their  misconduct;  and  he  has  fur- 
ther demanded  of  Spain  a  just  and  reasonable  in- 
demnity to  the  United  States  for  the  heavy  and  ne- 
cessary expenses  which  tliey  have  been  compelled 
to  incur  by  the  failure  of  Spain  to  perform  her  en- 
gagements to  restrain  the  Indians.  Thesa  demands 
which  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  made 
of  Spain,  I  (said  mr.  R.)  believe  to  be  just,  and  such 
as  he,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  had,  and  has  a 
right  to  make  consistently  with  the  honor  and  safe- 
ty of  this  nation.  Mr.  R.  then  observed  that  he 
would  vote  against  the  adoption  of  each  of  the  pro- 
posed resolutions;  and  after  expressing  his  grati- 
tude for  the  attention  given  to  him,  said  he  would 
forbear  to  speak  further  on  this  subject,  on  which 
he  had  delivered  his  opinions  bottomed  on  the  su 
preme  paramount  law  of  nature  and  the  treaties 
made  by  and  between  the  United  Slates  and  tlie 
other  parties  thereto. 

'   .  '  'Eg 

Abstract  of  Laws,  &c. 

ACTS  PASSED,  AND  TREATIES  RATIFIED, 
AT  T(iE  LATE  SESSION  OF  CONGRESS. 

FROM    THK  NATIONAL    INTELL10E3CKII. 

Authentic  List  of  the  Acts,  Htsuliuions,  and  Treaties 
passed,  approved,  and  ratified,  during  the  second 
session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  ■wiuch  commenced 
on  the  16iA  of  JVovember  1318,  and  ended  on  the 
HdAIarch  1819;  together -with  an  accurate  Abstract 
of  the  Laws  'f  that  session,  alphabetically  arranged 
utider  he-.ids  corresponding  xvith  the  subjects  to  which 
they  relate.  The  date  of  app  oval,  and  the  branch 
of  the  Legislature  m  which  each  act  originated,  are 
also  added- 

ACCOUNTS, 
1.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts."     [House,  24th  Feb.  1819.] 

[The  21  Auditor  to  receive  unsettled  accounts  of 
Indian  afFdirs,  excepi  those  of  Indian  trade,  examine 
J.hem,  certify   the  balance,  and  transmit  accounts, 
vouchers,  &c.  to  the  2(1  Comptroller,  for  his  deci 
sion.     The  President  may  asiign  these  accounts  to 
the  3i  Auditor.     The  Treasurer  to  disburse  moneys 
for  Indian  depirtment;  except  Indian  trade,  by  war- 
rants from  the  Treasury.     Warrants  to  be  drawn  b> 
the  Secretary  of  War,  countersigned,  8ic.] 
ALABAMA. 
1.  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
territory   to  form  a   constitution  and  state  govern- 
ment, and   for  tiie  admis-sion  of  such  slate  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states. 
[Senate,  2d  .March,  1819.J 

[This  act  contains,  in  general,  the  same  provi- 
sions as  preceding  acts  iii  like  cases.  Elections  are 
to  beholden  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  in  May,  1819, 
and  the  convent  ion  is  lo  meet  at  Huntsviile,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  July  f.illovving,  to  frame  a  con.'jtitu- 
tion.  Waste  lands  are  to  b  ■  at  the  sole  disposal  of 
the  United  Statts.  1,620  acres  of  land  are  granted 
for  a  seat  of  government,  in  lieu  of  a  section  former- 
ly granted;  and  the  state  is  to  be  entitle.l  to  one 
representative  in  Congre.ss  until  the  next  cciuu.*.] 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
1.  An  act  making  a  ptrtial  anpronriation  for  the 
military  service  of  the  Uniied  States,  for  the  year 
18i9,  and  to  make  goou  a  deficit  in  the  apprf)pria- 
tion  for  holdini,^  treaties  with  tiie  Indians.  [House, 
16tl)  Dec.  1818] 

[200,000  doll.irs  for    subsistence;   .50,000  dollar.s 
for  holding  treaties.] 
Strr.  TO  Von.  XV. 


2.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  Uniied  Slates  for  the  year  1819. 
[House,  15th  Feb.  1819.] 

[For  pay,  subsistence,  forage,  clothingj  bountie% 
hospital  department^ qiurter-master's  and  ordnance 
departmentsj  fortifications,  armorie.s,  arsenals,  half- 
pay  and  invalid  pensions,  revolutionary  pensioners, 
Indian  department,  &c.  &c.] 

3.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  this  year  1819. 
[House,  16th  Feb.  1819.] 

[For  pay,  subsistence,  medicines,  hospital  stores, 
repairs  of  vessels  and  navy  yards,  medals  and  swords, 
and  marine  corps.] 

4.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  siippDrt 
of  government  for  the  year  lSl9.  [House,  3d  Much, 
1819] 

[This  is  the  usual  annual  appropriation  for  de- 
fraying the  expense?  of  thecivii  list.] 

5.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildingSj  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  fur- 
nishing a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  certain 
public  buildings.     [House,  3d  March,  1819.] 

[For  finishing  the  wings  oT  the  C  ipuol,  tiit;  cenlra 
building,  gates,  iron  railing,  &c  of  the  Presi- 
dent's house;  enlarging  ofBces  west  of  Presi  icm's 
house;  pipes  tor  su|)plying  executive  offices  wiiii 
water;  to  be  expended  under  the  President's  direc- 
tion.] 

6  An  act  msking  appropriations  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect treaties  C'^.ncluded  with  several  Indian  tribes 
therein  mentioned.     [Senate,  3d  Mirch,  1819  j 

[The  appropriations  made  by  this  act,  are  m  piir- 
suance  of  Indian  iieaties,  ratified  during  the  second 
session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  v/iih  the  excfp- 
tion  of  approprii  lions  in  virtue  of  tlie  treaty  of  Fort 
Wilkinson,  of  16ih  June,  1802,  with  the  Creeks,  and 
of  the  treaty  of  the  Creek  Agency,  of  the  22d  .lanu- 
ary,  1818,  likewise  witjj  tiie  Creeks.  Tiiis  act  .also 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent,  to  resui.i 
among  the  Wyandots,  .md  one  among  the  Shawa- 
nees,  each  to  receive  1,200  dollars  per  annum.] 

ARKANSAW. 

1.  An  act  establisiiing  a  separate  territorial  go- 
vernment in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory  of 
Missouri.     [House,  2d  March,  1819  ] 

[Part  of  the  Missouri  territory,  after  4th  July, 
1819,- to  forma  separate  territory,  to  be  called  Ar- 
kansaw,  A  governor,  secretary,  and  judges.  I>e- 
gisl.ative  power  to  be  exercised  by  the  governor  ani 
judges  until  the  organiz.ition  of  rha  generril  issem- 
bly.  Military  bounty  lands  exempt  from  taxes  for 
three  years  from  date  of  patents.  When  tite  people 
have  a  right  to  elect  members  of  their  house  of  re- 
presentatives, they  have  the  right  to  elect  a  dele- 
gate to  congress.  Laws  of  Missouri,  not  inconsis- 
tent, in  force.  Arkansaw  the  seat  of  government.] 
ARMY. 

1.  An  act  to  regulate  the  pav  of  the  army  when 
empli>yed  on  fatigue  duty.  [Senate,  2d  March, 
1819] 

[15  cents,  and  an  extra  gill  of  whiskey,  per  day, 
to  non-commissioned  officer.?  and  privates,  wlierv 
employed,  not  less  than  ten  days,  on  fortifications, 
&c.] 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1.  An  -ct  to  enforce  tliose  provisions  of  the  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  B  ink  of  the  United  States,"  which  relate  to  (iie 
rij^ht  of  voting  for  directors,  and  for  other  purposes. 
[House,  3d  March,  1819] 

[Persons  offernif^  more  than  thirty  votes,  may  b;- 
compfUed  to  make  o^lh.  Any  judge  of  el.^cti.vis 
may  admini'jter  the  oath  in  his  discretion,  <.'•,•  tit  tiii 
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instance  of  a  siockholder.  No  person  allowed  to 
vote  as  proxy,  &c.  withou  a  power,  with  an  oath,  en- 
dorsed, and  filed  in  the  bank  The  oath  may  be 
taken  before  a  notary  public,  judge,  or  justice  o* 
the  peaci',  and  must  be  CL-rufied.  Judges  ofelec 
tions,  permitting  persons  to  give  more  than  thirty 
votes  wiihuut  making  oath,  or  suffering  any  person 
to  vote  as  a  proxy  without  a  power,  as  prescribed, 
are  to  ba  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  sub- 
ject to  fine  or  Imprisonment.  Persons  wilfully  and 
absolutely  swearing  falsely,  subject  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  Persons 
giving  money,  bribe,  present,  or  reward,  &c.to  pro- 
cure the  opinion,  vote,  or  interest  of  the  President 
or  any  director  of  ihe  bank,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank,  the  person  giving,  and  the  Presi 
dent  and  director  accepting,  the  money,  bribe,  Sic. 
to  be  fined  n\v\  imprisoned,  and  forever  disqualified 
to  hold  any  office,  &c.] 

CLERKS. 

1.  An  act  to  increase  the  number  of  Clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War.     [House,  5lh  Dec  1818.] 

[The  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  employ  12 
additional  clerks.  12,000  dollars  appropriated  to 
pay  tliem.     Act  in  force  for  a  year.] 

2.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Provident  .\ssocia- 
tion  of  Cit-iks  in  the  civil  department  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia.    [House,  15lh  February,  1819] 

[]T!iis  is  an  act  to  provide  for  the  support  and  ad- 
vancement in  society  of  the  members  of  the  fami- 
lies of  deceased  clerks.  Each  associate  pays  2  dol- 
lars 50  cents  quarterly:  Uie  funds  are  to  be  depo- 
sited in  bank;  and  on  the  death  of  a  member  of  the 
societ),  his  family  receives  a  sum  proportionate 
to  the  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  nsember:  in 
case  of  no  family,  persons  may  be  adopted  by  a 
clerk.  The  debts  are  not  to  exceed  the  value  of 
property;  the  society  is  proiiibited  from  bankinj;; 
p.nd  the  charier  is  limited  to  the  '3d  of  March,  1834  ] 
COASTING  TRADE. 

1.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning 
the  Coasting  Trade.    [Srn..te,  2d  M^rch,  1819  ] 

[The  sea  coast  and  navigable  rivers  of  the  United 
Stales  divided  into  two  great  districts.  Licensed 
'.cssels, of  20  tons  and  upwards,  may  carry  on  trade 
between  the  districts  within  the  great  districts,  and 
between  a  state  in  one,  and  an  adjoining  state  in 
aiiotlier  great  district,  &c.  Trjde  beuveen  districts 
not  included,  8tc.  to  be  carried  on  as  already  pro- 
vided: 1st  district,  from  the  eastern  limits  of  (he 
L'nited  States  to  the  southern  limits  of  Georgi  ; 
^'1.  from  the  Perdido  to  the  wesurn  hmits  of  the 
United  States.  This  act  goes  into  effect  on  the  1st 
.Uily,  1819.] 

CONCRESS. 

1.  .\n  act  to  provide  tor  tlie  removal  of  the  Li- 
brarv  of  con.^iiess  to  the  north  wing  of  the  capitol. 
.  [Semae,3dDec.  1818.] 

[S-iitable  apartments  to  be  fitted  up4  and  2,000 
dollars  further  appropriated  for  books] 

2  Resolution  directing  the  manner  in  wliich 
the  printing  of  congress  shall  be  executed,  fixinij 
thi;  prices  iiiereof,  and  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ir.ent  of  a  printer  or  printers.  [Senate,  3d  March, 
1819.] 

[This  act  changes  the  mode  of  providing  for  the 
e.':fcCUtion  of  the  printing  tor  congress,  from  a  con- 
li-.n:'.,  which  has  heretofore  picvailed,  to  an  election 
by  the  senate  aiid  house,  respectively.  They  nui} 
t:hu>-\;  the  same  or  difierent  printers;  and  if  tlic 
v.-MJc  is  not  executed  promptly,  otliers  may  be  em 
ployed;  if  these  latter  charge  more  than  the  fixi*.' 
jirice,  the  excess  is  to  be  charged  to  the  pcr-sons 
eieclt'd  J 


COINS,  FOREIGN. 

1.  An  act  to  continue  in  Ibrce  an  act  regulating 
the  currency,  within  the  United  States,  of  'he  goid 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc 
pieces.     [Senate,  3d  March,  1819] 

[The  1st  section  of  this  act  regulates  the  curren- 
cy of  foreign  gold  coins,  to  wit;  of  Great  Britain, 
present  standard,  100  cents  for  27  grains,  or  88 
cents  8-9th.=;of  France,  100  cents  for  27  1-2  grain.s, 
or  87  14  cents  per  pennyweight;  of  Spain,  100  cents 
tor  28  1  2  grains,  or  84  cents  per  pennyweight,  un- 
til 1st  November,  1819,  when  foreign  gold  coins 
cease  to  be  a  legil  tender.  The  2d  section,  contin- 
ues so  much  of  the  act  of  29th  April,  1816,  as  re- 
lates to  foreign  silver  coins,  in  force  until  29th 
April,  1821.] 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

1.  An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy.  [Senate,  3d 
March,  1819. 

fThe  president  authorized  to  employ  the  public 
armed  vessels  to  protect  merchant  vessels  and  their 
crews  from  piratical  aggressions,  and  to  instruct 
their  commanders  to  take  and  send  into  port  armed 
vessels,  &c  which  have  attempted  or  committed 
piratical  aggression,  &c.  upon  any  vessel,  and  to 
retake  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  unlawfully  cap- 
tured. Merchant  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,  own- 
ed wholly  or  in  part  by  a  citizen,  may  defend 
against  aggression,  &c.  by  any  armed  vessel  other 
than  a  public  armed  vessel  of  a  nation  in  amity;  may 
capture  the  offending  vessel  and  retake  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  &c.  Vessels  or  boats,  from 
which  piratical  aggression,  &c.  has  been  first  at- 
tempted or  made,  when  taken  and  brought  into  port, 
may  be  condemned  to  the  use  of  the  United  States 
and  the  captors,  &c.  Persons  committing  the  crime 
of  piracy  on  the  high  seas,  if  brought  into,  or  found 
in,  the  United  States,  to  be  punished  with  death. 
This  act  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  congress.] 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBL\. 

1.  An  act  to  authorize  the  president  and  mana- 
gers of  the  RockviUe  and  Washington  Turnpike 
Road  Company,  of  the  state  of  Maryland,    to  ex- 

'  tend  and  make  their  Tu'-npike  Road  to  or  from  the 
boundary  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  t' rough  the  said  District,  to 
the  line  thereof     [House,  15th  February,  1819.] 

[The  powers  and  obligations  of  the  company  of 
tiie  Cohinibia  Tiirnpik-  Roans,  transferred  to  the 
Rockville  and  Washin};'on  Turnpike  Road  Com- 
pany: the  former  to  file  a  written  release.  The 
corporation  of  Washington  may  purchase  out  the 
road,  on  paying  the  c;;pital  and  six  percent.] 

2.  An  act  to  incorporate  thi*  Medical  Society  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  [House,  16th  February, 
1819]  '    / 

[Property  of  the  Society  limited  to  6,000  dollars  . 
per    annum.      Four    stated    meetings    yearly       A 
bo.rd  of  examiners.     License   necessary   to    prac-  : 
lice.     Fifty  dollars  penalty  for  practising  without  ^ 
license  or  diploma.     Practising  physici^ms  resident 
in  the  states,  and  regular  physicians,  sent  for,  may 
practice] 

3.  An  act  .'supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  :.mend  the  charier  of  the  City  of 
Washi  gtr.n"  [Sen  te,  20:liFeb  1819.] 

[Lots  sold  for  t;-.xes  may  be  re<leeme(i  within  two 
years  on  p.iyn  en-:  of  purchase  money  ar.xl  I'J  per 
cent.  If  the  pinxhas' r  canno:  he  found,  cr  refuses 
to  accep  ,  ihe  redemption  money  JtiiV  be  paiui  to 
the  clerk  of  the  county  coii:-t:  the  cUrk  a  i.)  re- 
port to  the  court,  deposjte  the  n.o;iey,  2cc.    The 
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officer  charged  with  selling  real  estate  for  taxes, 
to  report  in  writing,  to  the  clerk  within  ten  dajs: 
cl'-k  to  record  the  import:  vested  rights  not  af- 
fecied.^ 

4.  An  ict  to  incorporate  a  Company  to  build  a 
B'.'rig'e  over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Potomac,  be- 
tween El^venh  and  Twelfth  streets  east,  in  the 
City  of  Washington.  [House,  24- h  Feb.  1S19.] 

[N-'iVy-Yird    (draw)    Brid^^e    Company.     C.ipit.tl 
25,000  dollars,  in  shares  of  lOO  .iolkrs  each.     Uni 
ted  Stales'  property  and   troops,  ind  militia,  free 
from  ioil     Tlie  bridge  must  be  built  by  1st  Octo- 
ber, 18?2  ] 

5.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Wash  in.  ton  Turnpike  ComP""? 
of  the  state  of"  Maryland,  when  organized,  lo  ex- 
tend and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from 
Georgetown,  m  the  District  of  Columbia,  througli 
the  said  District,  to  the  line  thereof  [House,  3d 
March,  1819  ] 

[A  supplementary  act  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
passed  in  1818,  declared  ia'force  within  the  District 
of  Columbia.] 

6.  An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
pfines,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  same.  [Senate, 
3d  M  ipch,  1819.] 

[The  President  to  cause  to  be  purchased  two 
fire  euj^ines  of  the  first  class,  with  copper  suction 
pipes,  and  60  feet  of  rivet  leathern  hose,  for  the 
protec'ion  of  the  public  and  other  buildings  i- 
Washington.  Houses  to  be  built  for  safe  keeping 
tliem:  one  on  the  Capitol  Hill,  the  other  near  the 
iPresident's  House.  4. 500  lollars  .appropriated.] 
DOCUMENTS 

1.  R'sohition  authorizing  the  transmission  of 
certain  documents  free  of  postage.  [House,  5ih 
Dec.  1818.] 

[Documents  communicated  by  the  President  or 
he.ids  of  departments,  and  printed,  to  be  franked  by 
m-mbei's  of  Congress,  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
JClerk  of  the  House.] 

2.  Resolution  for  the  distribution  of  Seybert's 
Statistical  Annals,  and  directing  Pitkin's  Commer- 
cial Statistics  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library.  [House, 

.  23d  January,  1819.] 

[Seybert's  to  be  given  to  members  of  Congress, 
President  <»nd  Vice  President,  heads  of  departments, 
colleges,  executives  of  states  and  territories:  the 
remainder,  with  Pitkin's,  to  the  Library.] 

3.  Resolution  autiiorizing  the  transmission  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  tiie  commit- 
tee to  examine  into  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  [Slates]  free  of  postage.  [House, 
15th  Feb.   1819] 

[Members  of  Congress,  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House,  authorized  to  frank  them.] 
DRAWBACK,  &c. 

1.  An  act  providing  additional  penalties  for  false 
entries  for  the  benefit,  of  drawback,  or  bounty  on 
exportation.     [House,  20lh  Feb.  1819.] 

[A  sum  equal  lo  the  value  of  the  articles,  forfeit- 
ed by  persons  making  fylse  entry  for  benefit  of  draw 
back  of  bounty,  in  addition  to  former  penalties.] 
DUTIIZS. 

1.  An  act  in  addition  to  "An  act  concerning  ton- 
nage and  discriminating  duties  in  certain  cases." 
[Senate,  jd  March,  1819.] 

[The  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  concerning  tonnage 
and  discriminating  duties  in  certain  cases,  extend- 
ed to  the  vessels  of  Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen. 
The  act  of  3d  of  March,  1815,  respecting  discrimi 
jiating  duties,  the  act  of  :^Oih  .\pn<,  1818,  and 
lliis  act,  to  cease  on  Ut  Jan.  1824.T 


2.  An  act  to  regulate  <he  duties  on  certain  wines 
[House,  3d  M.arch,  1819] 

[Oi  wines  not  enumerated  in  the  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  of  tii-  2?'tli 
April,  1816,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  30 
cents  per  gallon,  and  whesi  importeu  otherwise 
than  in  bottles  or  c<s.  s,  15  cents  per  gallon;  in  lieu 
of  duties  now  levied,  which  are  to  cease  aiter  30th 
June,  1819  Addition  of  10  per  cent,  to  the  rates 
specifie'l  upon  import  itions  in  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States.  Additional  duty  not  to  affect  im- 
portations otherwise  »uthorized  by  treaty  or  acts  of 
congress  Di-awback  of  the  duties  imposed  on  ex- 
portation Wiies  depositeil  as  directed  by  act  of 
20th  April,  1818,  may  be  transported  coastwise, 
from  the  public  warehouses  in  one  district,  to 
those  in  another  district  without  loss  or  debenture.] 
FISHERIES. 

1  An^act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  Liying  a  duty  on  imported  salt, 
granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  al- 
lowances to  certain  vessels  etiipioved  in  the  fishe- 
ries."    [House,  3(1  Mirch,  1819] 

[On  boats  qualified  for  t.he  B  in  k  and  other  Cod 
fisheries,  actually  employed  four  months  at  sea,  &c. 
if  more  than  five,  and  not  exceeding  30,  tons,  3  dol- 
lars and  50  cents  for  every  ton;  if  above  80  tons,  4 
dollars;  if  above  30  tons,  crew  not  less  than  10,  :i<> 
tually  employed  at  sea  three  and  a  half,  and  not  Ic  > 
than  four  months,  3  dollars  and  .50  cents.  AUo-r. 
ance  on  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  not  to  excce;! 
360  dollars] 

FLORIDA. 

1.  An  act  to  authorize  the  president  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  possession  of  East  and  M'tst 
Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  goveriinicii!, 
therein      [House,  3d  March,  1819.] 

[The  president  authorized  to  take  possession, 
«gteeably  to  the  treaty  of  22d  Feb.  1819,  and  lie 
may,  for  that  purpose,  etnploy  any  part  of  the  na- 
vy, army,  and  militia.  Until  congress  otherwise 
provide,  the  territory  to  be  governed,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  rights  of  the  iniisbitants,  as  the 
President  may  direct.  Eevenae  liws,  and  laws 
igainst  the  importation  of  persons  of  color,  to  be 
in  force.  The  president  may  appoint  officers  to 
enforce  the  laws.  20,000  dollars  appropriated. 
This  act  efJective  upon  exchange  of  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  and  when  the  king  of  Spain  is  ready  tu 
surrender  the  territory.] 

ILLINOIS. 

1.  Resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
state  of  niinois  into  the  Union.  [House,  3d  Dec. 
1818.] 

[Admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  states.] 

2.  An  act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
state  of  Illinois,  for  the  seat  of  government  of  said 
state.     [Senate,  3u  March,  1819] 

[Pour  sections,  or  contiguous  quarter  section.? 
and  fractions,  not  exceeding  four  sections,  to  be 
selected  as  provided  by  the  30th  section  of  the 
t^chedule  to  the  Illinois  constitution,  before  the  pub- 
lic sale  of  adjoining  lands.] 

INDIANA. 

1.  An  act  respecting  the  location  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  lands  to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of  goveni- 
mfni  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  [Senate,  3d  March, 
1819.] 

[instead  of  four  sections,  &c.  any  contiguous 
quarter  sections,  fractions,  Sec.  not  to  eNcc':(i  fui;j- 
.  ntire  sections,  may  be  loctited  under  dncciion  ot" 
the  lc;^isliitire.     Locations  to  be  m  ide  Tii-ior  to   tr-f 


public  sales  of  adjoining  iand.-j.] 
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INDIANS. 

1 .  An  act  to  continue  in  loice,  tor  a  further  term, 
the  iice,  entitled  "An  act  for  .^sublishing  tradnig 
houses  with  tlie  Iixliun  tribes,  :ind  foi*  other  pur- 
pos'^s."     [Sjnate,  .nl  M  ircii.  1819.] 

[Fiif  skC.  of  iiie  2"  M  ircli,  1811,  continued  until 
Is  Mnrch,  1820.  Tiie  president  may  transfer  In- 
dian agents;  and,  wiili  the  consent  of  the  senate, 
may  apponit  an  Inclian  agent  fgr  Upper  Missouri, 
with  a  salary  ol  18U0  doUuis] 

2.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  civilization  of 
the  Indian  tribes  adjainmg  the  frontier  settlements 
[§  nat(,  3  1  Mirch,  1819] 

[The  president  authorized  to  employ  capable 
persons,  o.igood  rjtior.U  character,  to  instruct  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  fron'ier,  in  agriculture,  read- 
iiij(,  writing,  aritliinetic,  fee.  Yearly  sum  of  10,000 
dollars  appropri 'ted.  Account  of  expenditure  and 
yrocee^s,  to  beanmnlly  l.tul  before  congress.] 
JUDICIAIiy. 

1.  An  act  concf '■iiin>,'  the;  wes'ern  district  court 
of  Pennsylvania.     [Mouse,  16ih  Dec  1818.] 


9i.h  March,  1818,  extended  to  4th  March,  and  1st 
Octobr;r,  1821  ] 

3.  An  act  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  complet- 
ing' the  payment  thereon.  [Senate,  3d  March,  1819.] 

[Suspended  until  31st  March,  1820,  in  favpr  of 
pwrchasers  al  any  of  the  land  offices;  but  not  to  any 
one  purchaser  for  more  than  640  acres.] 

4  An  act  explanatory  of  the  actentitled  "An  act 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  territory  of  Missouri."  [House,  3d 
March,  1819  ] 

[TJie  provisions  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  ex- 
plained, to  extend  to  tlie  citizens  of  Howard  coun- 
ty,  in  Missouri.  The  rigijt  of  pre-emption  given  by 
those  provisions,  &c.  not  to  affect  any  right  derived 
from  the  United  States  by  purchase.  Pre-emptioa 
to  settlers  on  lands  reserved  for  schools,  &c.] 

5.  An  act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors 
in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices.  [Se- 
nate,  3d  March,  1819] 

[Purchasers  at   private   sale,   making  entries  of 


[This  is  an  act  to  prevent  the  discontinuance  or  |  tracts  different  from  what  they  intended,  to  make 
abatement  of  suits  in  the  court,  on  account  of  its  application  to  the  register  of  the  land  office;  and  if 
iio*  having  been  holden  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  the  error  arose  from  incorrect  or  obliterated  marks, 
J818;  and  the  business  of  the  court  is  to  proceed,,  8tc.  the  register  and  receiver  to  report  the  case  to 
as  provided  by  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  may  allow  the 
as  if  the  court  had  been  holden  on  the  first  Monday  i  entry  to  be  withdrawn,  and  money  to  be  applied  to 
of  June,  in  that  year.]  other  purchases.] 

2.  An  act  toestablihh  a  judicial  district  in  Vir-|  6.  An  act  for  adjusting  tlie  claims  to  land,  and 
grinis,  west  of  tlic  AUfghany  Mountain.  [House,  establiihing  land  offices,  in  the  districts  east  of  the 
4th  February,  1819.]  j  Ibi.uid  of  New  Orleans.     [Senate,  31  March,  1819.] 

[A  .isu-ic't  court,  of  one  judge,  and  six  sessions  i  [This  act  confirms  sundry  claims  to  land  founded 
annually;  jurisdiction  the  same  aS  a  circuit  court, ,  on  Spanish  and  British  grants,  as  reported  to  the 
except  appeals  and  writs  of  errors.  Writs  of  er-|  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  commissioners 
ror  to  the  supreme  court.  A  cL-ik,  attorney,  and;  from  tlie  districts  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river;  se- 
marshal;  the  two  latter  to  receive  200  dolls,  yearly, '  cures  pre-emption  rights  to  certain  settlers;   pro- 

for  '  .        -      -     — 


besides  fees.     Judge's  salary,    1600  dollars  per  an- 
uuir  ] 

3.^  An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  Stales,    to  cases  arising 


vides  for  tlie  es'ablislinient  of  a  land  office  at  St. 
Helena  court-house  and  one  at  Jackson  court-house, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a  register  and  receiver 
for  each,  and  of  a  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  lands 


A 


under  the  law  relating  to  patents.     [Senate,  l5uijin  said  districts,  with  a  salary  of  500  dollars  and 
J"eb   '1819]  fees.    It  provides  also  for  the  adjustment  of  other 

[The  circuit  courts  to  have  original  cognizance,  i  land  claims.] 

n  equity  and  at  law,  in  controversies  respecting  the  |      7.  An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  districts, 

rig|vl  to  inventions  and  writings.     A  writ  of  error  or  |  and  establish  land  officeSjfor  the  disposal   of  the 

appeal  lies  to  the  supreme  court,  as  in  other  judg-  public  lands  not  heretofore  oflVred  for  sale  in  the 

mtuiji  and  decrees]  | slates  of  Ohio   and    Indiana.     [Senate,  3d    March^ 

4.  An  net  10  proVide   for  the  due    execution  of  1819.] 
the  Uws  of  ihe  United  Stales  wittiln  the  state  of;     Districts"  formed,  and  land  offices  established,  at 


Ilbiv.ls.     [Senate,  3a  March,   1819.] 

[This  act  declares  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
not- ioappTicable,  in  force  in  Illinois;  creates  that 
state  a  di.strict,  with  a  district  court  of  one 
jud^e,  and  two  sessions  annually.  Judge's  salary 
loOG  dollars  yearly.  A  clerk,  attorney,  and  mar- 
shal; the  two  latter  offict-rs  to  receive  200  dollars 
per  annum  each,  tor  all  extra  services.] 
>  LANDS. 


Piqua,  Ddawaie,  for  the  sale  of  unappropriated 
lands  in  Oiiio;  and  for  the  same  purpose  in  India- 
na, at  BrookviUe  and  Terra  Haute.  Certain  public 
lands  are  attached  to  the  district  of  Jeffersonville. 
The  President  may  remove  the  Land  Office  at  Jef- 
fersonville to  a  central  place.  When  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  lan>ls  have  been  surveyed,  the  Presi- 
Ident  may  appoint  Registers  and  Receivers  for  each 
,  of  tiieoffir.es.     The  President  may  remove  any  of 


1.  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 'the  Land  Offices  established  by  this  act  to  a  suitable 


States  to  piiroliase  ihe  lands  reserved  by  the  act  of 
ihe  3d  of  .M'.ich,  1817,  to  certain  clilefs,  warriors, 
•n*  other  Indians,  of  the  Greek  nation.  [Senate,  20lh 
i-'e  >.  1819.] 

'    [I'he  President  may  purchase  any  tract  of  land 
pobcrved,  by  act  of  311  March,  ISI^,  to  Indians  of  tlie 
Oreek  naiiun;  and  the  lands  thus  acquired  are  to  Be 
.p/Veiedfor  sale.] 

'  "2.  Aw  act  allowing  further  time  to  complete  the 
issuing  and  locating  of  militaiy  land  warrants. 
[House,  24lh  Febriury,  1819.] 

"■[Military  bounty  liiid  warrants  may  be  issued  un- 
lil  4th  Marcti,  1824;  and  tlie  time  liiniied  for  is- 
•>".uiijr  i'.n..l  luciliii^;  military  land  wurrantSj  by  act  ul 


place  within  the  district.  Tlie  same  provisions  for 
the  sale  of  tlie  lands,  and  with  respect  to  reserva- 
tions, as  in  o' her  similar  cases.] 

LUiUrilOUSF.S,  BE.^UUNS,  &  BUOYS.    . 

1.  An  act  to  authorize  th-i  building,  erecting.and 
placing  light  houses,  beacons,  and  buoys,  on  jilaces 
designated  in  I5')slon,  Buzzard,  and  Chesapeake 
Bays,  Lakes  Ont.u'io  and  l''.iie,  and  for  other  purpo- 
se.si     [Hua.se,  3d,  March,  1819.] 

[This    act   contains    various    minute  provisions 

and    appropriations  of  money,   for  establishing  and 

iiTi()roving  the  means  of  securing  n.ivigation  along 

the  .sei-bourd  iitid    v.-.tlcr-courses   of  liie    United 

'Stales.]     .  .  .      •'• 


NILES'  REGISTER-SUP.  TO  VOL.  XV— ABSTRACT  OF  LAWS. 


189 


MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 


,  of  Louisian-.,  and  Louisville,   in  the  state  of  Ken- 


1.  An  act  authorizing  tiie  elecuon  of  a  Delegate  tuclcy.    [House,  2d  March,  1819] 


from  the  Michigan  Ttiritory  to  the  Congress  ot 
the  United  Stales,  and  extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  the  citizens  of  said  territory.  [House,  l6th 
Feb.  1819.] 

[Specifies  the  qualifications  of  the  electors.  The 
Governor  to  ceriify  the  elecvion  of  the  Delegate,  and 
hist  certificate  entitles  the  Delegate  to  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.] 

MlSSIbSIPPI. 

1.  An  act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  the  stite  of  Mississippi,  asd 
for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning  within  the 
said  slate.     [Senate,  2Uih  February,  iai9.] 

[Two  sections,  in  one  entire  tract,  for  a  seat  of 
government,  and  anotuer  townsnip  for  the  support 
of  a  seminary  of  learning,  to  be  located  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tre;*sury.  This  grant  is  in  lieu  of 
a  township  reserved  by  act  of  od  March,  1815, 
which  is  to  he  sold.] 

NAVY. 

1.  Resolution  declarii^  the  manner  in  which  the 
vessels  composing  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  named.     [House,  3d  March,  1819] 

[To  be  named  by  the  Secretary  of  lUe  Navy,  un- 
der the  direction  ot  the  President — first  class,  after 
the    tales  of  the  Union — second  cluss,  after  the  ri 
vers— third    class,  after   the   principal    cities   and 
towns.     No  two  vessels  to  bear  the  same  niime] 
PENSIONS  AND  PENSIONERS. 

1.  An  act  extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public 
service.     [House,  3i  March,  1819.] 

[Five  years'  additional  half  pay  to  them.] 

2.  An  act  regulating  ilie  payments  to  invalid  pen- 
sioners.    [Hoube,  3d  M  .rch,  1318.] 

[In  applications  for  payment  of  pensions,  the  affi- 
davit of  two  surgeons  or  ptiysicians,  whose  ere  libi- 
lity,  as  such,  must  be  certified  by  the  magistrate 
before  whom  the  affidavit  is  made,  stating  the  con- 
tinuance and  rate  of  disability,  to  accompany  ap- 
plication for  payment  after  4lh  March,  1819,  and 
every  two  years  thereafter.  Affidavit  not  necessa- 
ry in  case  of  total  disability;  and  this  act  not  to  ex- 
tend lo  invalids  under  act  of  ISlii  .\I.trcii,  1818.] 

3.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
appoint  an  additional  Agent  for  paying  pensioners 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  stale  of  Tennessee. 
[House,  3d  March,  1819.] 

An  Agent  for  paying  pensioners  in  East  Tennes- 
see.] 

4  An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners.  [House, 
3d  March,  1819  ] 

[This  is  the  usual  act,  passed  every  year,  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  the  persons 
named  in  it  on  the  pension  list.] 

5.  An  act  concerning  the  allowance  of  pensions 
upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty  lands.  [House, 
3d  March,  1819  ] 

[The  second  section  of  the  act  of  16th  April, 
1816,  and  so  much  of  the  act  lo  amend  the  same, 
of  3u  March  IS  17,  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  thai 
section,  continued  until  3d  March,  1822.  No  pen- 
sion to  be  granted  under  those  acts,  after  the 
16th  of  April,  1819,  unless  one  of  the  children  be 
under  the  age  of  16  at  the  time  of  relinquishing 
the  bounty  land;  and  the  pension  to  commence  ai 
the  date  of  relinquishment.] 

POSr  OFFICE. 

1.  An  act  authorizing  the  postmaster  general  lo 
contract,  as  in  other  cases,  tor  carrying  the  mail 
ii!  «U*am-boats,  between  Niw  Orleans^  in  ihe_state 


[Not  exceeding  four  years  in  any  one  contract. 
The  whole  expense  not  to  exceed  that  of  trans- 
milting  by  land] 

POST  ROADS. 
1.    An  act  to   alter   and  establish  certain  post 
roads.    [House,  3d  March,  1819.] 

[This  IS  the  usual  annual  act  respecting  post 
roads.] 

PRIVATE  ACTS. 

1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Barton. 
[House,  28th  Dcc.  »818.] 

Allowed  to  wiihdmw  his  entry,  &c.  and  the  mo- 
ney paid  on  it  to  be  placed  to  his  credit  on  any 
other  purchase  in  Vincennes  district;  provided  the 
numbers  in  the  first  purchase  had  been  effaced,  &.c.} 

2.  An  act  granting  lo  Mehitable  Cole  the  lands 
therein  mentioned.     [House,  28lh  Dec  1818.] 

[Secretary  of  War  to  issue  a  land  warrant  to  her, 
for  lands  in  right  of  Jicob  Faiifielct] 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  major  general  John 
Siark.     [House,  28lh  Dec.  1818.] 

[Sixty  dollars  a  month  pension  to  him  from  16tb 
Au^'usl  1817.] 

4  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis. 
[House,  8th  Jan.  1819] 

[His  accounts  to  be  settled  on  reasonable  and 
just  terms.] 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  Representa- 
tives of  Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased.  [House  j 
8th  Jan.  1819.] 

[Evidence  to  be  further  examined  in  their  claims 
under  Spanish  grants.] 

6.  An  Hct  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Mottrom  Ball. 
[House,  19th  Jan.  1819  ] 

[One  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  to 
lum,  for  the  destruction  of  his  building  on  Old 
Courthouse  Point.] 

7.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Browr.v 
[House,  19^1  Jan.  1819.] 

[His  accounts  to  be  settled  on  just  and  equitable 
principles;  if  no  misconduct.] 

8.  An  act  fsr  the  relief  of  Sampson  S,  King. 
[House.  4th  Feb.  1819] 

[His  accounts  to  be  settled  on  equitable  princi- 
ples; if  no  misconduct  ] 

9.  An  act  authorizing  a  distribution  of  a  sum  of 
money  among  the  representatives  of  commodore 
Edward  Preble,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
brig  Syren.     [House.  4ih  Feb.  1819.] 

[Two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  their  pro- 
ponion  of  prize  money  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Trans- 
fer.] 

10.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper. 
[Hitise.  4th  Feb.  1819  ] 

[[Five  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  to  hitti,  for 
bringing  to  Washington  a  record  of  land  decisions.] 

11  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish, 
[House.  4Lh  Feb.  1819.] 

[One  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  sixty  cents 
to  be  paid  to  him.] 

12.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker 
[House.  15lh  Feb.  1819  ] 

[To  be  paid  785  dollars.] 

13.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Renner  and 
Nathaniel  H.  Heath.     [House.  16th  F^b.  1819.] 

[Their  claim  to  be  setded:  not  to  exceed  ly,80,'> 
dollars  60  cents] 

14.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Pool. 
[H.mse.  20th  Feb.  1819] 

[  rhe  ainjiint  of  a  judgment  recovered  against 
him,  fio.Q  u'.i  efi-'jiieoud  asiesstnent,  to  be  repaid  lo 
hiiP..] 


wo 
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15.  An  act  for  the  relipf  of  Adnm  Kinsly,  The 
mas  French,  and  Charles  S.  Leonard.  [House.  20*h 
F.°b.  1819.] 

[To  be  paid  such  sum  of  money  as  will  make 
their  contract  price,  for  furnishing  arms,  equal  to 
that  paid  toothers.] 

16  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Davis.  [House. 
~Oth  Feb.  1819  3 

[To  be  paid  4"  dollars  70  cents.] 

17.  Anactfortherelief  of  John  Clark.  [Senate. 
20th  Feb.  1818.] 

[The  secretary  of  war  to  issue  a  land  warrant  to 
him  for  &58  acres.] 

18.  An  act  directinj;  the  payment  of  certain  bills 
drawn  by  g'eneral  Armstrong  in  favor  of  William 
Morp^an.     [Heuse.  20th  Feb.  1819.] 

[Five  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine  dollars  2l 
cents  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Griffin,  administrator 
of  William  Morgan,  upon  his  giving  bond  with 
sureties.] 

19.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jervey. 
[House.  24th  Feb.  1819] 

[Half  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  schooner-Lovely  Cordelia,  Stc.  to  be  paid  him] 

20.  An  act  concerning  the  heirs  and  legatees  of 
Thomas  Turner,  deceased  [House.  24th  Feb. 
1819.] 

[His  executors  to  be  paid  1,500  dollars  for  his 
services  in  settling  accounts  respecting  the  navy 
pension  fund] 

21.  A:i  act  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and  Forsyth. 
[House.  24th  Feb.  1819.] 

[Their  account,  for  three  muleJs  and  ten  horses 
-  lost  at  Chicago,  to  be  settled  ] 
.'.     22.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  claim  of  M. 
'  Poriey.     [House.  24th  Feb.  1819  ] 

[His  claim,  as  secretary  and  aid  to  general  La 
Fayette,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  allowed.] 

23.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  claim  of  M. 
tie  Vienne.     [House.  24th  Feb.  1819  ] 

[His  claim,  for  seven  month's  service  during  the 
•revoltitionary  war,  allowed.] 

24.  An  act  conhrming  the  claim  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Mi- 
chigan.    [Senate.  2d  March,  1819.} 

[His  right  to  Stony  Island  confirmed.] 

25.  An  act  far  the  relief  John  B.  Timberlake. 
[House.  2d  March,  1819] 

[To  be  allowed  a  credit  of  3084  dolls.  33  cents.] 
26  An  act  to  authorize  William  Piout  to  institute 
a  bill  in  equity  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  against  the  commissioner  of  the 
public  buildings,  and  to  direct  a  defence  therein. 
[Senate.  2d  Mi.rch,  1819.] 

[To  try  his  claim  fov  1  816  dolls.  66  cent«;,  with 
interest,  for  lands  reserved  for  a  marine  hospital. 
Attorney  of  tite  district  to  appear  and  defend  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States.] 

27.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Phebe  Stuart.  [House. 
5d  March,  1819.] 

[She  is  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  as  the 
widow  of  annilitia  man  wlm  died  in  service.] 

28.  An  act  Pir  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones. 
[Senate.  31  .March,  1819.]  ; 

[His  accounts  to  be  settled  as  interpreter  and 
tr  nsiator  to  the  board  of  commissioners  in  the  land 
district  of  Ktskaskia,  £cc.] 

29.  An  act  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticut  Asylum 
for  teaching  the  deaf  and^umb.  [House.  3d  March 
1819.1 

[A  township  of  land  granted  for  its  ben  '^t.1 

oO    An  art  in  addi'ion  to  an  act,  supplementary 

to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  t!  e  relief  of  Thomas 

Wilson."     [House.  31  March,  1819.] 


[The  secretary  of  war  authorized  to  revise  and 
settle  his  accounts.] 

31.  An  .ijct  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Giles.  [Senate. 
Sd  March,  1819.] 

[His  account,  in  relation  to  a  warrant  issued  for 
the  balance  of  his  pay  as  major  in  1782,  to  be  set- 
tled.] 

32.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  McClla  and 
Matthew  H.  Jouett.     [House.  3d  March,  1819]     * 

[Their  accounts  to  be  settled  on  principles  of 
equity  and  justice;  if  no  misconduC  ] 

33.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Batman. 
[House.  2i  March,  1819] 

[A  patent  to  be  granted  to  him  on  the  final  set- 
tlement certificate  returned  to  the  general  land 
office.] 

34.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smyth. 
[House.  3d  March,  1819] 

[His  accounts  to  be  settled  on  principles  of  equity 
and  justice.] 

35.  An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Daniel  Moss.  [House. 
3d  March,  1819.] 

[.\  military  wwrrant  to  issue  to  him  for  100  acres 
ofbnd,  in  lieu  of  one  lost.] 

36  An  act  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan, 
brothers.    [Senate.  3d  March,  1819.] 

[Their  accounts  to  hq  settled,  for  not  exceeding 
28.000  d  .liars.] 

37.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Brook 
and  Edmund  P.  Kennedy.  [House.  3d  March, 
1819] 

[Tiieir  accounts  to  be  settled  on  reasonable  and 
just  terms.] 

33.  An  act  for  therelief  of  Michael  Hogan.  [Se- 
nate. 3d  March,  1819  ] 

[Not  exceeding  1,100  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him 
for  damages  done  to  his  house  in  Utica  by  a  detach- 
ment of  troops.] 

38.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees  Hill.  [Senate. 
3d  March,  1819] 

[His  account  for  monies  advanced  for  defraying 
expenses  of  the  troops,  with  interest,  to  be  settled.] 

40.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and 
others".     [House.  3d  March,  1819] 

[This  is  an  act  placing  Jonathar.  Ring  and  others, 
insane  persons,  on  the  pension  list,  and  authorizing 
receipts  by  the  wife,  son,  or  guardian,  of  the  parlies 
respectively.] 

41.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton. 
[House    3d  March,  1819] 

[His  account  to  be  settled  on  principles  of  equity 
and  justice] 

42  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Minis  and 
others.     [House.  3d  Mrrcb,  1819] 

[Their  accounts,  for  payment  to  the  troops  dur- 
ing the  late  wsr,  to  be  settled  on  just  and  equitable 
terms.] 

43.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Callan. 
[House.  3d  March,  1819.] 

[His  accoimts  to  be  settled  on  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  equity] 

44  An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Nathan  G.  Birdseye 
and  Daniel  Booth.     [Senate.  3d  March,  1819'] 

[The  marshal  of  the  United  Siaies  empowered 
to  release  to  them  the  right,  title,  and  interest,  of 
the  United  Sii<tes,  to  certain  lands  and  buildings 
in  Derby,  Connecticut.] 

45.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr.  [House. 
3,1  M.ich,  1S19] 

[250  dollars  to  be  paid  to  him,  for  the  schooner 
Telegrapli,  sunk  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore.] 

46  An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Seth 
W'h'.'e;-,  und  Thomas  Page.  [House.  3d  Marclj^ 
1819] 
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(Certain  duties  to  be  refunded  to  them  by  the 
collectors  of  Bos  on  and  Philadelphia,  they  not 
being  justly  chargable.] 

47.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCausland. 
[House.  Sd  March,  1319] 

[96  dollars  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  legal  re- 
presentative; the  amount  of  a  militia  fine  impro- 
perly assessed.] 

SALARIES. 

1.  An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  government.     [Senate,  20ih  Feb.  1819] 

[To  the  secretaries  of  state,  treasury,  war  and 
navy,  6,000  dollars  each:  Attorney  general,  3,500: 
Postmaster  general,  4,000:  Chief  justice,  5.000: 
each  otlier  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  4,500;  and 
the  two  assistants  to  the  posimaster  general,  each 
2,500.] 

SHIPS  AND  VESSELS. 

1.  An  act  regulating  p.issenger  ships  and  vessels. 
(House.  2d  March,  1819.] 

[150  dollars  forfeit  for  every  passenger  over  and 
above  two  for  every  five  tons,  custom  house  measure 
ment,  exclusive  of  the  usual  complement  of  sea- 
men. If  the  number  exceeds  two  for  every  five 
tons,  by  twenty,  the  vessel  is  forfeited.  Si.\ty  gal- 
lons of  water,  one  hundred  pounds  of  salted  pro- 
visions, one  gallon  of  vinegar,  and  one  hundred 
pounds  of  wholesome  ship  bread,  for  every  passen 
ger  to  Europe;  and  in  like  proportion  for  shorter 
or  longer  voyages.  It  short  allowance,  the  master 
and  owner,  severally,  to  pay  three  dollars  a  day  to 
every  passenger,  &c.  A  list  of  passengers  from  » 
foreign  port  to  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  who 
is  to  return  copies  to  the  secretary  of  state,  by 
whom  statements  are  to  be  laid  before  congress 
every  session.] 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

1.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade.  _  [House.  3d  M»rch,  1819] 

[The  president  vap-y  employ  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  cruise  on  the  American  coast 
or  coast  of  Africa,  to  enforce  the  acts  of  congress 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade.  Vessels  employed, 
contrary  to  law,  in  the  traffic  of  slaves,  may  be 
seized  by  the  armed  vessels  and  brought  into  port. 
The  proceeds  to  be  eqt:ally  divided  between  the 
United  States  and  the  captors,  whether  by  an  armed 
vessel  or  revenue  cutter.  The  captors  to  safe  keep 
and  deliver  the  negroes  &c.  to  ihe  marshal,  he. 
transmitting  a  descriptive  list  to  the  preiiident;  and 
the  commanders  are  to  apprehend  every  person 
found  on  board  the  offending  vessels,  being  officers 
and  crew,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  civil  au 
thority.  The  president  to  make  regulations  for 
the  safe  keeping,  support,  and  removal  out  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  negroes,  &c.  delivered  and 
brought  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  may  appoint 
agents  on  the  coawt  of  Africa  to  receive  negroes. 
Sec.  A  bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  officers 
and  crews  of  commissioned  vessels  and  revenue 
cutters,  for  every  negro,  &c.  delivered  to  the  mar- 
shal, &c.  Prosecutions  by  information  against  per- 
sons holding  negroes,  &c.  unlawfully  introduced 
F)fiy  dollars  to  iaformani  for  eacli  negro,  he.  thus 
delivered  to  the  marshal  from  the  unlawful  holder, 
by  jud.^rmentof  the  court,  besides  the  u.sual  penal- 
ties. _  Vessels  captured  to  be  brouglu  for  aJj  idica- 
tion  into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  state  or  territory 
to  which  they  belong,  if  that  can  be  ascertained, 
otherwise  into  ti\e  most  coiivenient  port.  Not 
exceeding  100,000  dollars  appropriated  to  carry 
the  law  iato  eficct.j 


SURVEY  OF  THE  COAST. 

1.  Resolution  directing  a  survey  of  certain  parts 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  [Senate.  19th  Jan. 
1819.]  « 

[The  president  to  cause  surveys  to  be  made  of 
the  points  of  cape  Hatteras,  cape  Look-out,  and 
cape  Fear,  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  light 
houses.  Sec.  and  to  cause  the  latitude  and  longistude 
of  those  capes,  &c.  to  be  ascertained.  Results  to 
be  reported  to  congress  ] 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

1  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment,  in  certain 
cases,  on  account  of  trciisury  notes  which  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed.     [House.  4th  Feb.  1819.] 

[On  proof  of  the  loss  of  a  treasury  note,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  upon  bond,  &c.  to  pay 
the  amount  due;  and,  on  proof  of  loss,  &c.  of  any 
certificate  of  Mississippi  stock,  may  issue  a  new 
certificate,  on  compliance  with  treasury  rules] 

TREATIES,  EUROPEAN. 

1.  Convention  of  indemnification  with  Spain. 
Madrid,  ll'h  August,  1802.  Ratified  9th  Jan.  1804. 
By  the  king  of  Spain  on  the  9th  July,  1818.  [This 
treaty  is  understood  to  have  been  annulled  by  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  of  22d  Feh.  1819  ] 

2.  Treaty  with  Sweden.  Stockliolm,  4th  Sept. 
1816.  Ratified  on  the  2rth  May,  1818.  By  the 
king  of  Sweden  oh  the  24th  July,  1818. 

3.  Convention  with  Great  Britain.  London,  20th 
0-t.  1818.  Ratified  28th  Jan.  ISljJ.  By  the  prince 
R  gent  on  the  2d  Nov.  1818. 

TREATIES,  INDIAN. 

1.  With  'the  Wyandots,  Senecas,  Shawanees, 
Oltatvas,  Delawares,  Pattawatimas,  and  Chippewas. 
Foot  of  the  Rapids,  &c.  29lh  Sept.  18lr.  Ratified 
4th  Jan    1«19. 

2.  With  the  Wyandots,  Senecas,  Shawanees,  and 
Ottawas.  St  M..ry's,  (Ohio,)  17th  Sept.  1818. 
R.tified4'h  Jan.  1819. 

3.  With  the  Pattawatimas.  St.  Mary's,  COhio.) 
2d  Oct.  1818.     Ratified  15'h  Jan.  1819. 

4  With  the  DMawares.  St.  Mary's,  COhio,)  Sd 
Oct.  1818      Ratified  I5th  Jan.  1819. 

5.  With  the  Miamis.  St.  M  ,ry's,  (Ohio.)  6th 
Oct.  1818.     Ritified  15th  .Tan    1819. 

6.  With  the  Wyandots.  St.  M.ry's,  (Ohio,)  20th 
Sept.  1818.     Ratified  7th  Jan.  1819. 

7.  With  the  Weas  St.  Mary's,  (Ohio,)  2d  Oct. 
1818.     Ratified  7th  Jan.  1819. 

8.  With  the  Peorias,  KHskaskias,  Mitchigamias, 
Cahokias,  and  Tamarois.  Edwardsville,  26th  Sept, 
1818.     Ratified  5th  Jan.  1819, 

9  With  the  Q-iapaws.  St.  Louis,  24th  Aug.  1818. 
R. tilled  5th  Jan.  1819. 

10.  With  the  Pawnee  Marhars.  St.  Louis,  22a 
June,  1818.     Ra.ified  5th  Jan.  1819. 

11.  With  the  Pitivirate  Noisy  Pawnees.  St, 
L  mis,  19Lh  June,  1818.     Ratified  7th  .Ian.  1819. 

12  VViih  the  Pawnee  republic.  St.  Louis,  20th 
June,  1818.     R:Uifipd  7th  Jan.  1819. 

13.  WiM)  the  Grand  Pawnees.  St.  Louis,  IStli 
June.  1818.  Ratified  7th  Jan.  1819. 

11.  With  i',e  great  and  little  Osages.  St.  Louis. 
"•Sth  Sf-pt.  1818.     R.ttified  7th  .Tan.  1819. 

15.  With  the  Ciiickasaws.  Treaty  ground  east 
of  Old  Town,  19th  Oct.  1818.  Ratified  7th  Jan. 
loiy. 

16.  With  the  Cherokees.  Washington.  27th 
Feb.  1S19.     Ratified  luth  March,  1819 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  An  act  authorising  the  sale  of  certain  miSitarv 
sues.     [House.  3d  March,  1819.] 
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[Tlie  secretary  of  war,  under  the  direction  of 
the  president,  to  cause  to  be  sold  useless  military 
dite.*,  and  make  deeds.  Jurisdiction  wf  the  United 
S'ates  to  cease.] 

2.  An  act  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  war  to 
convey  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  belongi  'g  to  the 
United  States,  Ivii^g  in  Jefferson  county,  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,     [House.  3d  March,  1819.] 

[Keep-Tryst  furnace  lo  be  conveyed  to  John 
Peacher.] 


Education. 


an  aggregate  of  S93,610  54— ?hf  nu.»l>ev  of  chil- 
dren taught  in  t'.e  year  (210.316)~and  the  -whole 
number  of  children  residing  m  i.id  disiricts,  be- 
I'^'een  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  235,871 


Common  schooU  in  Jv'ew  York. — The  s'lperintend- 
ant  of  common  schools  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
has  made  a  very  pleasing  report  to  the  legislature 
at  its  present  session.  By  it,  it  appears  that  in  402 
towns  (or  townships)  4,614  common  schools  are 
organized,  under  the  act  for  their  establishment; 
and  that  in  3844  of  these  schools,  from  which  only 
particular  district  returns  have,heen  received,  there 
have  been  taught  in  the  last  year  210,316  children. 
No  returns  had  been  received  from  158  towns  in 
the  state,  and  many  of  those  which  were  received 
were  deficient.  Ttie  superintendant  estimates  the 
common  schools  to  amount  to  nearly  6000,  and  the 
children  taught  therein  at  250,000. 

The  comparative  views  of  the  progress  of  these 
establishments  is  highly  interesting— the  increase 
of  schools  and  scholars  has  been  very  rapid.  The 
system  appears  to  be  excellent,  and  the  happiest 
effects  are  resulting  from  it. 

The  financial  concerns  are  thus  stated— 'The 
amount  of  public  money,  received  for  the  last  year, 
in  the  schools  from  which  returns  have  been  made, 
is  only  §93,010  54;  but  the  whole  amount  received 
in  all  the  schools,  must  have  been  gil20,000,  be 
sides  the  avails  of  local  funds,  consisting  of  gospel 
and  school  lots,  belonging  to  many  towns  in  the 
western  district,  and  which,  in  some  towns,  have 
become  so  productive,  as,  together  with  the  other 
public  money  received  in  those  towns,  to  defray 
nearly  all  the  expenses  of  their  schools  for  the 
whole  year.  The  diffprence  between  the  r-moant 
of  public  money  distributed,  and  the  amount  re- 
turned as  having  been  received,  is  owing  to  the  re- 
turns not  being  complete. — Wiien  the  amount  of 
pubru'.  money,  to  be  distributed  from  the  revenue 
of  the  school  fund,  shall  be  increased  to  §70,000, 
a.<»  will  be  done  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  wliole 
amount  to  be  annually  applied  for  the  support  of 
common  schools,  exclusive  of  local  funds,  will  be 
gl40,000-,  which,  when  distributed  among  the  dif- 
ferent schools,  will  yield,  on  an  average,  to  each 
one,  a  perpetual  annuity  of  twemy  five  dollars, — 
This  sum,  judiciously  applied  will  support  a  com 
njon  school  nssrly  two  months  in  ihe  year;  which 
is  about  one  third  of  the  time  for  which  com- 
mon schools,  in  many  parts  of  the  c  nintry,  are  or- 
dinarily Icppt  open.  If  the  amount  to  be  annually 
dis^rih':ted  from  the  scliool  t'uiid,  comKI  be  increas- 
to  5^106,000,  it  woiilrl,  together  with  tne  amoant 
raised  by  public  tax,  defray  mnre  than  one  third  of 
the  expense  of  common  schools  for  the  whole  state.' 

To  t!ie  report  is  attached  a  table  shewing  the 
whole  number  of  sobool  districts  in  the  tow:is  from 
wliich  returns  h:ive  been  receive  I  (4614)  -tlie 
amount  of  public  money  received  in  each,  making 


Duties  on  Imports  and  Tonnage. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  ireamry,  tvammittitt^ 

a  statement  saving-  u  comparative  i-iew  of  the  duties 

■which  accrued  upon  imports  and  tonnage  dining  the 

tiuofrst  quarters  of  the  years  1817  and  1818.  Read 

in  senatfe,  Dec.  16. 

TREASTinT  DEPARTMENT,  Dec,  9th 

Sir— -The  enclosed  statement,  giving  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  duties  which  accrued  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  is  submitted  for  the  information 
of  the  committee  of  finance. 

It  furnishes  presumptive  evidence,  that  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  congress,  supplementary  to  the 
several  collection  laws,  has  had  the  happiest  effects 
in  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue 

The  facts  from  which  this  conchision  is  drawn,  are, 
1st.  That  the  duties  secured  during  the  latter  pc-- 
riod,  exceed  those  of  the  former  by  nearly,  §2,000,- 
000.  2d.  That  the  increase  is  exclusively  confined 
to  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties;  and,  3d,  That 
whilst  the  duties  upon  imports  have  greatly  increas- 
ed, the  duty  upon  the  tonnage  engaged  in  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  merchandize,  has  more  consi- 
derably diminished. 

The  statement  also  shows  a  greater  diminution  of 
foreign  tonnage,  than  in  the  amount  of  tnerchandize 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign  shipping, 
during  the  latter  period. 

The  statement  will  be  corrected  as  soon  as  the 
return  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  present  year 
shall  be  received  from  Philadelphia,  and  immediate- 
ly thereafter  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  tlie 
committee. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  vour  most 
obedient  servant,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Honorable  John  W.  Eppes, 
C.  C.  of  Finance. 

DUTIES  COLLECTED  OX  JIF.RCHAXDIZE. 

1317.  1818. 

7^  per  cent  duty  g54,960  §79,572 

15  per  cent.  956,028  1,.?62,249 

24  per  cent.  622,363  761,738 


26  per  cent. 
34  per  cent, 
specific  duties. 


1,527,588 

722,014 

7,074,151 


2,491,760 

354,859 

6,026,914 


Total,  §10,957,107  §11,073,094 

Estimate  of  Philadelphia  for  the  second 

quarter  of  1818.  1,650,000 


§12,723,094 

Dt'TIES  COLLECTED  6N  IMPOnTS  AND  TOXIfAOE. 

1817.  1813. 

Registered,  in  Foreign  trade   22,184  21,520 

Coasting  and  hshci'ies  13,2S8  17,874 

Foreign  vessels  157,778  90,079 

Light  money  44,464  29,932 

(j^The  increase  of  the  value  of  the  merchandize 
imported,  though  there  was  a  great  decrease  of  the 
amount  paid  for  tonnage,  furnishes  as  the  secretary 
observes,  "strong  presumptive  e\idence"  of  tlie  ad- 
vantages of  our  present  revenue  bv/s. 


END  OF  SUri'LEMENT  TO  VOLUME  XV. 
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